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Dr. Barry Dorsey

Dorsey was exactly
what community needed

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

Dr. Barry Dorsey wasn’t a
native of Martinsville-Henry
County, but as the saying goes,
he got here as soon as he could.

Dorsey, who was the found-
ing executive director of the
New College Institute (NCI),
died Jan. 4. He was 78.

Dr. Leanna Blevins, also a
former executive director, was

the first employee at NCI, and
began there in 2004. Dorsey
started in his position in Janu-
ary 2000.

“He and I worked, just the
two of us for a while, and he
was always really goal ori-
ented,” Blevins said. “He very
much believed in what we were
doing to establish this new col-
lege. Every day, he made sure

See Dorsey, page 7

Adams, Buchanan to continue leading hoard

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

Both Jim Adams and Debra
Buchanan said they are ready
to tackle the laundry list of
challenges in their respective
roles on the Henry County
Board of Supervisors.

Adams, of the Blackberry
District, and Buchanan, of
the Horsepasture District,
were reelected to their respec-
tive posts of chairman and
vice-chairman at a Jan. 4 re-
organizational meeting.

Although Adams has served
as chairman for the past five
years, he said he does not an-
ticipate 2021 will resemble
years past.

“There always seems to be
something a little bit differ-
ent. Regardless of the year,
there’s always different things
in front of you,” Adams said.

Buchanan, who has served
as vice-chairman from 2002
to 2006 and 2017 to the pres-
ent, said “every day can be
different. It never gets rep-
etitious, sometimes just more
challenging.”

Adams’ priorities include
continued support of the
community during the pan-
demic.

“In general, our goal would
be to have a reversal of what
we saw in 2020, and return to

whatever normal would be,”
he said. “We need to contin-
ue what we need to do to get
ahead of the spread of CO-
VID-19.”

In addition to the over-
reaching pandemic, the two
also will focus on infrastruc-
ture and economic develop-
ment.

“A lot of 2021 will be about
doing what it takes to finish
up” projects like the new jail,
Adams said. “We expect most
of that work to be done in
2021 to finish by 2022. Well
ahead of it (jail) opening, we
will be looking for additional
positions for the sheriff’s de-
partment.”

The county’s Southern
Connector project also is in
view, according to Adams,
who said he expects a decision
on that project, but “funding
will not be local. It’s a tre-
mendous project and right
now those funding sources
have not been identified from
the federal level or the state
level.”

The county also is working
to generate additional local
revenue through job creation.

“We have lots, not only
in the Patriot Centre, but at
Commonwealth  Crossing,”
Adams said. “Certainly, we'd
like to see new clients there.
I think the business environ-

ment is starting to get strong
again. I think in 2021, we will
see some new business which
means job opportunities and
a better lifestyle for folks so
they can afford things that are
part of their life goals.”

Buchanan echoed
sentiments.

“I'm optimistic about eco-
nomic development. I see
good things happening in
2021, with job creation and
retention,” she said. “We
want to make sure that we
have a skilled and trained
workforce. We also need to
continue to support our ex-
isting small businesses.”

Education is another prior-
ity.

“We are continuing to sup-
port education in whatever
way we can. We have a good
working relationship with the
county school system,” Ad-
ams said. “Wed like to see
a strengthening of coverage
of broadband in all homes.
Broadband is a goal. We are
going to have to see some
help from the state and fed-
eral level to help accomplish
that.”

If the City of Martinsville
continues to move forward
with its plan to revert to a
town status, reversion is an-

See Board, page 7

those

Local residents among
thousands to attend
mid-week protest

President Donald Trump
supporters  held a  protest
Wednesday, forcing Congress
to pause a ceremonial event
affirming President-elect Joe
Biden’s November election win.
An altercation occurred be-

tween protestors and U.S. Cap-
itol police after some breached
a barricade and entered the

U.S. Capitol building while the
Senate was in lock-down. Some
protesters, including at least
one from Martinsville-Henry
County, were among those to
be pepper sprayed during the
event. A city-wide curfew was
ordered from 6 p.m. on Jan. 6
until 7 a.m. on Jan. 7 due to the
unrest.

An umdentlfled man was among those pepper sprayed at a mid-
week protest in Washington, D.C.

a Reynolds,

d collmswlle, was W|th other medla

representatives when he was pepper sprayed Wednesday.
Reynolds, a vocal Trump supporter, said he covered the event
as a photojournalist to gather material for the final chapter in
his upcoming book. It marked his 77th event in 15 states.

. CONRIBUTE PHOTOS
A crowd of Trump supporters thronged the Capitol.

Collinsville eatery meets challenges
of changing with the times

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

Sweetcakes Bakery-Cafe is
planning on expanding their
customer base by unveil-
ing a food truck this com-
ing spring, according to the
owner Jennifer DeLong.

Formerly known as Cakes
with Personality & Café De-
light, Sweetcakes in 2015 be-
gan to offer customers more
options besides desserts by
adding coffee and lunch fare
to their menu.

Six years later, Delong
said she is eyeing another op-
portunity to shake things up.

“We've got something
pretty cool coming up in the
springtime,” Delong said.
“It’s been a passion for me.
I was determined to make
my store versatile, so we are
going to do a vintage food
truck.”

Until the food truck makes
its maiden voyage, DeLong
is keeping some secrets close
to the vest, including the
theme, but she said the food

Jennifer DeLong, owner of Sweetcakes Bakery-Cafe on King’s

Mountain Road in Collinsville.

See Challenges, page 8 Sweetcakes offers a varlety of caffeinated heverages.

Big Chair stands on Deep Roots

Brandon Martin

To make the landmark

Staff writer

While visitors to the

better suited for outdoor
life, the new chair is
made of metal and pow-

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Danny Turner, a member of Martinsville City
Council, tries out the Big Chair after it was
recently installed in the city’s Furniture
Heritage Plaza. The Grove Park Mission
style chair is more than 21-feet tall and
weighs 4,400 pounds.

City of Martinsville may
be awed by the Big Chair
longtime residents know
the landmark has ‘Deep
Roots’ in the community.

The new Big Chair
was recently installed in
city’s Furniture Heritage
Plaza to replace the origi-
nal chair, crafted by Bas-
sett Furniture Industries
to celebrate its 100th an-
niversary.

The original chair
“toured all over their
stores in the U.S.” Sarah
Hodges, director of tour-
ism, said.

After the tour, the
chair was placed uptown,
but “unfortunately, the
chair wasn’t designed for
long term outdoor life
and was removed” for in-
depth maintenance, she

added.

der coated with a wood
finish “allowing it to
sustain the elements for
years to come,” Hodges
said.

The new attraction
is a replica of the origi-
nal Grove Park Mission
style chair. It stands 21-
feet, 3-inches tall, and
weighs 4,400 pounds.
It took approximately
519-hours to craft, she
said.

“A lot of the coordi-
nation was handled by
PAC Custom Wood-
working & CNC Rout-
ing, the local company

that built the chair,”
See Chair, page 6
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Monday, January 11

The Martinsville City School Board
will have its regularly scheduled meeting
at 6 p.m. in the Municipal Building A
copy of the agenda is available at heeps://

go.boarddocs.com/va/martinsville/

Board.nsf/Public

Wednesday, January 13

Henry County Planning Commission
will hold public hearings starting at 6
p.m., in the Summerlin Meeting Room
of the Henry County Administration
Building. Input will be sought on the
possible rezoning of property from appli-
cants: Pugazhenthi Selvaraj, West Leasing
LLC, and Howard D. Tate. Comments
must be submitted by 9 a.m. on Jan. 13
via email at publichearing@co.henry.
va.us or by calling (276) 634-4699.
Comments will not be taken at the meet-
ing and attendance will be limited to 25

individuals.

Thursday, January 14

The Martinsville City School Board
will hold a special virtual meeting with
the Virginia School Boards Association
from 2 to 6 p.m., for governance training.

Thursday, January 21

Piedmont Arts: Piedmont Arts will
host the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts’
VMFA on the Road: An Art Mobile for
the 21st Century on Jan. 21-23. The
state-the-art mobile museum and educa-
tion studio’s inaugural exhibition will in-
clude photography, paintings, printmak-
ing, as well as other mediums. Contact:
(276) 632-3221; 215 Starling Avenue
Martinsville.

PHCC will hold a training session
on microaggressions with Bryan Price,

HOROSCOPES

an Outreach and Engagement Special-
ist at the UVA Cancer Center. The free
session will be held from 11 am. to 1
p-m. and streamed over PHCC Live On-
line. Pre-registration required through
ph.augusoft.net or by calling 276-656-
0260.

Monday, January 25

The Martinsville City School Board
will hold a public hearing regarding the
FY22 School Budget at 6 p.m., at the
Martinsville Municipal Building. A copy
of the agenda can be found at hteps://
go.boarddocs.com/va/martinsville/
Board.nsf/Public.

Tuesday, January 26

The Henry County Board of Super-
visors will hold its regularly scheduled
meeting in the Summerlin Meeting
Room at the Henry County Administra-

tion Building beginning at 3 p.m.

The MHC Coalition for Health and
Wellness offers no contact application
assistance for Virginias free or low-cost
Medicaid plans (Children’s Medicaid/
FAMIS, pregnancy Medicaid and Adult
Health Care (birth to 64-years-old). Ap-
plications completed by phone (no con-
tact). Call or text Ann Walker (276) 732-
0509 for more information.

Danville Community College: The
TRiO EOC (Educational Opportunity
Centers) is a federally funded grant pro-
gram to assist high school seniors and
adults attending college. Free assistance
ranges from selecting a career path and
potential college to applying for financial
aid and scholarships. Call or email (276)
694-8778 or eoc@danville.edu for ap-
pointment.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov

January 10-16

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr
20

Be aware of the impact
words can have, Aries. You
may think what you're
saying is innocuous, but it
really can do harm with-
out intent. Be conscious
of what you're saying.

TAURUS - Apr 21/
May 21

You don’t want to dis-
appoint people who rely
on you, Taurus. But re-
main conscious of what
you can and cannot offer

other people. Find the

right balance.

GEMINI - May 22/
Jun 21

Spend some time alone
this week to sort things
out in your head before
you react to a situation
that has been on your
mind, Gemini. Don’t let
others affect your state of
mind.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul
22

Cancer, someone draws
a proverbial line in the
sand and challenges you to
take action. This can be a
conflict for you, especially

if youre not yet ready to
make a move.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, a steep climb is
before you,but with pa-
tience and perseverance,
you will eventually reach
the summit. Once you do,
you will enjoy an extreme
sense of accomplishment.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept
22

Try not to nitpick your
actions, Virgo. Once you
make a decision, stand by
your choice and defend
it. Typically your gut and
your mind do not steer

you in the wrong direc-
tion.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct
23

You may need to put
rational on the side and be
a little reckless in the days
ahead, Libra. This may
cause some temporary dis-
array, but take a chance.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/
Nov 22

You may think you have
the perfect plan laid out,
Scorpio. However, dou-
ble- or even triple-check
all of your data. Doing so

will provide reassurance.

23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, what you
expect to happen this
week may turn out to be
the opposite of what actu-
ally happens. Be prepared
for any scenario to come
your way.

CAPRICORN
22/Jan 20

Emotions may cloud
your judgment, Capri-
corn. Try to look at a situ-
ation clearly so you can
weigh-in in an impartial
manner so you have no
regrets.

- Dec

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/
Feb 18

Sometimes the best
things that happen to you
can occur in the most un-
likely of places, Aquarius.
Always keep your eyes
open and ready for sur-
prises.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar
20

Don’t fret if you dont
think the same way as
another group of people,
Pisces. This week you will
more fully develop your
perspective

F AMOUS BIRTHDAYS

January 10

Rod Stewart, Singer (76)

January 11

Mary J. Blige, Singer (50)
January 12

Rob Zombie, Singer (56)
January 13

Patrick Dempsey, Actor (55)
January 14

LI Cool J, Rapper (53)

January 15

Drew Brees, Athlete (42)
January 16

Lin-Manuel Miranda, Actor (41)

Helpline available
to help with anxiety

Anyone experiencing anxiety or stress
related to COVID-19 may call or text
VA COPES, a free and confidential
COVID-19 response warmline, at 877-

349-6428, Monday through Friday, 9
am. to 9 p.m., and Saturday and Sun-
day, 5 to 9 p.m. Spanish speakers are

available.

CROSSWORD PUZILE

3

9

49

56

18. Where honey goes 49, Small fish
19. Canadian flyers

20. Of an earlier time 51. Distant planet

30. Between-meals food
31. A quantity upon which
an operation is performed
32. German mythological

59. __ Romeo, car
60. Of the ear

62. Male children
63. French/Belgian river

god
33. “Heavy” type of rock  64. Tide

50. Men’s fashion accessory

61. Former name of Tokyo

59

62 64
CLUES ACROSS music CLUES DOWN 29. Small constellation
1. Homestead 34. Pharmacy chain Duane 1. Grave 35. Indicates near

5. More (Spanish) _ 2. Alright 36. Consumed
8. Type of notification 39. First responders 3. Sharp tooth 37. Criticize
12. Approves 42. Mysterious 4. Bird genus 38. Shock therapy
14. Mandela’s party 44, Leisurely stroll 5. Important 40. Type of cigarette
15. “Mom” actress Faris ~ 46. Most naughty 6. One who studies 41, The fashionable
16. Predatory insects 47. Plant tissue carefully elite

42. Shed tears
43. Arm or branch of
a bone

7. Not very big
8. Astronomy unit
9. A way to open up

21. Indigenous people of  56. Destroy 10. Trap 44, Quell anger
Australia 57. Location in Norse 11. Handle of a knife 45. Where rock and
22. Organize mythology 13. Indicates one from  rollers play

23. All over 58. One who is deliberately  a part of W. Africa 47.“The Aichemist”
26. Made it through cruel 17. Lucky number author Coelho

24, Doctor of Education
25. Legendary Cubs

48. Choppers
49, Lacks brightness

broadcaster 52. Port in Yemen
26. Female parent 53. Brood of pheasant
27. Mimic 54. Approves food

28. Connects to the rim  55. A type of sign

Submit your community news and photos

to newsreporter@theenterprise.net

Volunteers, donations needed for center

The Martinsville Henry County
Warming Center needs your help. The
center cannot open without dedicated
volunteers who will make hot meals and
deliver them, provide transportation to
and from the center, check in the guests
at intake, and stay overnight.

Centers from Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) protocols are being
followed, and the groups are typically

small.

Donations of Styrofoam cups, break-
fast items, syrup, orange juice, creamer,
toilet paper, paper towels, coffee, disin-
fectant spray and ketchup also are need-
ed.

Donated items may be dropped off at
the First Baptist Church of Martinsville,
located at 23 Starling Avenue, Martins-
ville.

WARMING
CENTER

OF MARTWNSYILLL & HINRY COUNTY

SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Levsl: Advancad
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Emergency SNAP allotments
to be released January 16

Virginia’s Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP)
will again release emergency al-
lotments of benefits to eligible
households this month. Benefits
will be automatically loaded to
recipients’ Electronic  Benefits

Transfer (EBT) cards on Saturday,
January 16.

The emergency allotments
raise existing SNAP households’
monthly allotment to the maxi-
mum allowable based on house-
hold size as follows:

Saturday, January 9, 2021 * Henry County Enterprisee Page 3

Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Programs

Maximum Monthly Allotments

October 1, 2019 TO Septem-
ber 30, 2021

Maximum SNAP Allotments
for 48 States and D.C.

Household Size

48 States and DC

5204

5374

5535

5680

5807

5969

$1,071

Wi~ & |WwW o=

51,224

Each additional person

$153

SNAP participants with questions related to their henefits are encouraged to contact their local department of
social services or visit CommonHelp at commonhelp.virginia.gov to access account information.

Unemployment rates continue to decline

Unemployment rates in Henry
and Patrick counties and the City
of Martinsville are continuing to de-
cline, according to the most recent
data from the Virginia Employment
Commission (VEC).

The unemployment rate in Henry
County decreased from 7.3 percent
in October to 6.1 percent in No-
vember, data showed. The number
of jobless was 1,426, which is nearly
double the total of the same time
frame last year, data suggested.

In the City of Martinsville, the
unemployment rate fell to 9.5 per-
cent in November, which

represented a nearly two percent
drop for the locality from October.
Of the city’s total 5,599 civilian
workforce, 534 are unemployed.

Patrick County also experienced
a decline in the unemployment rate,
with of 4.8 percent in November.
This was a drop of 1.1 percent from
October. The locality is 1.7 percent
away from matching the unemploy-
ment rate of November 2019.

The VEC data also indicated the
number of continued claims filed
during the December 26 filing week
dipped below 65,000 and to its low-
est level since early May.

For the same week, the figure for
seasonally unadjusted initial claims
in Virginia was 11,890. The latest
claims figure was a decrease of 2,750
claimants from the previous week
and fell to its lowest level in over a
month.

In the most recent filing week,
continued weeks claimed totaled
63,443, which was a 6.0 percent de-
crease from the previous week, but
44,346 higher than the 19,097 con-
tinued claims from the comparable
week last year. Over half of claims
were in the accommodation/food
service, health care, administrative
support, and retail trade industries.
The continued claims total is mainly
comprised of those recent initial
claimants who continued to file for
unemployment insurance benefits
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Nationwide, in the week ending
December 26, the advance figure
for seasonally adjusted initial claims
was 787,000, a decrease of 19,000
from the previous week’s revised
level. The previous week’s level was
revised up by 3,000 from 803,000
to 806,000. The advance number of
actual initial claims under state pro-
grams, unadjusted, totaled 841,111
in the week ending December 26, a
decrease of 31,736 (or -3.6 percent)
from the previous week. There were
312,524 initial claims in the compa-
rable week in 2019. Looking at pre-
liminary data, half of states reported
increases on a seasonally unadjusted
basis. New York’s preliminary week-
ly change (+9,247) was the largest
increase among states. California’s
preliminary weekly change (+8,961)
was the second largest increase. Ken-
tucky’s preliminary weekly change
(+4,144) was the third largest in-
crease. Virginia’s preliminary weekly
change (+3,326) was the fourth larg-

est increase.
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The chart ahove shows the Weekly Unemployment Insurance Claims Activity for filing weeks between May 16

and December 26, 2020.

Strategies to
overcome seasonal
affective disorder

Winter can be an
awe-inspiring time of
year. Snow-covered
landscapes and oppor-
tunities to enjoy sports
like skiing and snow-
boarding make winter
a favorite time of year
for nature enthusiasts
and athletes.

As fun as winter can
be, many people strug-
gle with the transition
from warm weather
and long, sunny days
to cold weather and
reduced hours of sun-
light. Sometimes mis-
taken or misidentified
as the “winter blues,”
this phenomenon is
known as seasonal af-
fective disorder, or
SAD.

What is seasonal af-
fective disorder?

According  to the
National Institutes of
Mental Health, SAD
is a type of depression.
The NIH notes that a
person must meet full
criteria for major de-
pression coinciding
with specific seasons
for at least two years
to be diagnosed with
SAD. The American
Psychiatric Associa-
tion says symptoms of
SAD can be distress-
ing and overwhelming
and even interfere with
daily functioning.

The APA notes that
SAD has been linked to
a biochemical imbal-
ance in the brain that’s
prompted by shorter
daylight hours and less
sunlight in winter. As
the seasons change, a
shift in a person’s bio-
logical internal clock
or circadian rhythm
can lead to them being
out of step with their
normal routines. That
can contribute to vari-
ous symptoms, includ-
ing:
- Feeling sad or de-
pressed

. Loss of interest or
pleasure in activities
once enjoyed

Changes in ap-
petite, usually eating
more and craving car-
bohydrates

- Loss of energy or
increased fatigue de-
spite increased sleep
hours

Increase in pur-
poseless physical ac-
tivity or slowed move-
ments or speech that
may be noticed by oth-
ers

- Feeling worthless
or guilty

Difficulty think-
ing, concentrating, or
making decisions

- Thoughts of death
or suicide

Overcoming SAD

The weather can’t be
changed, but people
can speak with cheir
physicians about the
following strategies to
overcome SAD.

- Light therapy: Ac-
cording to the APA,
light therapy involves
sitting in front of a
light therapy box that
emits a very bright
light. In the winter,
patients typically sit in
front of the box for 20
minutes each morning,
and they may see some
improvements within
one to two weeks of
beginning treatment.
Light therapy is usually
continued throughout
the winter.

Medication: The
APA notes that selec-
tive serotonin reuptake
inhibitors, or SSRIs,
are a type of antide-
pressant that are some-

times prescribed to
treat SAD.
Spending  time

outdoors: People with
SAD who don’t typi-
cally spend much time
outdoors when the
temperatures dip may
notice their symptoms
improve if they make
a concerted effort to
spend time outdoors in
winter.

Rearrange rooms
in the home: The APA
notes that rearranging
rooms and furniture in
a home or office to al-
low more natural light
in during the day-
time can help improve
symptoms of SAD.

SAD is a legitimate
concern for millions
of people across the
globe. Working with a
physician to overcome
SAD can help people
successfully transi-
tion to days with fewer
hours of sunlight.

Family Day to be held virtually

Piedmont Arts will host

of the

its first Virtual Family Day
on Saturday, January 23,
from 11 am. to 1 p.m. on

the online-only event will a

feature story time, draw-
ing and an easy craft with
items you can find around

performance
musical, The Little Red
Hen, by Virginia Reper-
tory Theatre.

sored by Carter Bank &
Trust.

To participate, follow
the link at PiedmontArts.

Facebook Live. your house (paper, draw- Virtual  Family Day org or visit Facebook.com/
Led by Education Co- ing utensils, scissors and is appropriate for pre-K PiedmontArtsMartins- LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS
ordinator Sarah  Short, toilet paper rolls), and to third grade. It is spon- ville.

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

2 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000
147 East Main Street
Uptown Martinsville, VA
Reservations accepted
(276) 638-4462
www.raniasrestaurant.com

L |

.

L |

.

L |

: SPECIALS

o $8.00 - Super Family Nacho

p $11.00 - 12-Piece Stuffed Mushroom w/ Crabmeat
s $24.00 - 80z Grilled Filet Mignon w/ Baked Potato,
o mushrooms, & red wine sauce

q $16.00 - Cod fish, griled w/ Spinach. Rice, vegetables,
.

L |

L |

L |

L |

L |

.

L |

.

L |

.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
¢ State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

Submit your community For directions to our facility, weekly

updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

news and photos to

and tangerine cream sauce
$13.00 - Fresh Avocado, served w/ crab meat salad
$13.00 - Chicken & shrimp in mild chipotle pepper sauce
w/ fettucine pasta
$14.00 - 80z Prime Rib w/ roasted potates and onions.
Served with Marsala sauce
Special Dessert! $5.00 Homemade Tiramisu

newsreporter Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yowv business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

(@theenterprise.net

Hours: .
11:30 am - 10:00 pm 3&/1/6 ZMM/@

Call for Sunday hours Open for Lunch & Dinner on Sunday Friday and Saturday - Dinner
0000000000000 000000000000000COCOOOIOGEOIOGEOO
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2020’s final insult

The following story is true.
I realize that as you read it, you
may find that hard to believe be-
cause this is the story of one of the
dumbest things that has ever hap-
pened to me. But just remember:
if I were making this story up, I
would probably give myself at least
one cool one-liner.

As I've mentioned in this space
before, my hobby is collecting pin-
ball machines, and after more than
three years in the hobby I've gotten
pretty decent at repairing them. I
always keep an eye out online for
good deals on machines that need
a litde TLC, and on the Saturday
after Christmas, I spotted one on
the Facebook Marketplace: a 1981
Flash Gordon machine priced to
move.

I used to have a Flash Gordon
machine, but I sold it to a friend
of mine about a year ago so I could
buy another machine I'd had on
my list. I'd missed ol’ Flash Gor-
don and his brutal, soul-crushing
difficulty curve, so I was really ex-
cited to see another one pop up.

The machine in question was
located in Mount Airy, NC — just
one hour from me — and it was
in pretty rough shape. Fortunately,
the asking price was well below its
value, and I'd already repaired one
Flash Gordon from the ground-
up and knew what went into it,
so I immediately messaged the
guy. I told him I'd pay him a little
more than he was offering (I didn't
want to rip him off, even though
he probably never would have
known) and I'd pick it up that day.

He told me it was mine if I
wanted it, but I couldn’ pick it up
until Monday. Just call him at 8
a.m. on Monday morning, he said,
and he'd give me his address.

On Sunday evening, I sent him
a text message to make sure we
were still on for Monday morning,
He said we were, then added, “first
buyer here can have it”

This is what is known as a Red
Flag.

I asked him how many other
buyers I was competing against.

Just one, he said; apparendy he
was afraid that I would change my
mind after seeing it, so he wanted
to have another buyer lined up to
prepare for that eventuality. He
told me again to call him at 8 a.m.
and he would give me his address.

In retrospect, 1 should have
just told him I wasn't interested,
thanked him for his time, and
forgotten about it. But on the
other hand, I wanted that Flash
Gordon. I would simply drive to
Mount Airy early so that when I
called him for his address at 8 a.m.,
I would only be a couple minutes
from his house. Its Mayberry, for
crying out loud; it never took that
long for Andy to get from Floyds
Barbershop to Emmetts Fix-It.

On Monday morning, my pin-
ball moving buddy Mike came
over and we left the house about
6:45 a.m. We were in Mount Airy
when the pinball seller accidentally
called me at 7:45 a.m. I called him
back, got the address, and drove
straight to his house. Sure enough,
we had beaten the other potential
buyer. Flash Gordon was all mine.

The seller stepped out of his
enormous, downright  palatial
home to greet us. He was on the
phone with the other potential
buyer.

“Yeah, the other guy’s here,” he
said. “You can come on over and
check it out since you drove all the
way from Greensboro, though. See
you shordy.”

“He doesnt need to come over,
I'm planning on buying it,” I said.

“I don't think you are,” the seller

said. “It’s not going to fit in your
car.
“Oh, it will,” I said. “T've moved
abunch of pinball machines in this
car.
“Including one of the biggest
ones ever made,” my friend Mike
added.

The seller looked unconvinced,
but he told me I could go ahead
and back my vehicle up to his base-
ment door and we would go inside
and check out Flash Gordon.

Once in the basement, I looked

over the machine, quickly assessed
what was wrong with it and what
was right with it, and reached into

By Ben R. Williams

my wallet. I handed the seller a
small wad of cash.

“Tll take it,” I said.

And then, a remarkable and
baffling thing happened:

The seller did not take my mon-

ey.

“Hang onto that,” he said. “Let’s
wait until the other guy can see it.”

Now folks, I have bought a
number of things off of the Face-
book Marketplace, and I've sold
my fair share, too. And as a seller,
there has never once been a time
that I've listed something for sale,
had a buyer offer me more than I
was asking, had the buyer show up
to my house at the agreed-upon
time and attempt to press a wad
of cash into my hand, and replied,
“No thanks, let’s wait until we can
get an opinion from this other guy
who’s coming who offered me less
money. Perhaps he will have some
bold new ideas worth considering.”

Within a minute or so, the oth-
er buyer arrived. He explained that
he was creating a game room in his
home and he wanted a pinball ma-
chine. I don’t think he particularly
invested in this specific machine,
but I guess the price was right.

To be clear, I have no hard feel-
ings against this other buyer. I
probably would have done what
he did if T were in his shoes. But it
was clear to me that he didnt have
much experience with pinball ma-
chine repair, and this machine was

going to be a basket case to deal
with.

He told the seller he wanted to
buy the machine.

There was a long pause. The
four of us stood in the basement in
silence, waiting for the seller to ren-
der his verdict. It was an awkward
situation, but I figured the seller
would explain to the other guy that
I simply got there first; as he had
told me in his text the night before,
“first buyer here can have it”

This is not what happened.

“Well fellas,” the seller said, “T'm
sorry about this. What do yall
want to do?”

For a seller to put this decision
on the two potential buyers is a bit
like inviting a bunch of people to a
dinner party and then, once they
arrive, asking them whats on the
menu.

I indicated I wanted to buy the
pinball machine. The other guy
who also wanted to buy the pinball
machine felt the same way.

“Reckon it might come down
to a coin toss,” the seller said. “Fi-
ther of y2ll have a coin?”

It was at this point that I could
almost hear the basement door
open and then slam shut as com-
mon sense put on its hat and over-
coat and strolled out the door.

“Listen,” 1 said to the seller,
“do you have the keys to this ma-
chine?”

He handed me the keys and I
attempted to open the back box,
which is the “head” of a pinball
machine. The lock was rusted
shut.

“Well,” T said to the other
buyer, “I was going to show you
the boards so you could see what
youre getting into it, but the lock
is busted.”

I turned to the seller. “Have you
ever replaced the batteries on the
MPU board?”

The seller was unaware that
pinball machines have batteries.

“Weell,” I said to the other buyer,
“the batteries have probably never
been changed and they've leaked
all over the MPU, which is what
controls the game logic. I can tell
because the machine isnt saving
high scores or settings, and there

might be more damage than that.
You're looking at about $200 plus
shipping for a new Alltek Ultimate
MPU. Next, the playfield is shot.
The main reason I want to buy
this one is because I've got a buddy
who has a spare playfield I can re-
place it with. Also, none of these
drop targets or pop bumper caps
are original. Thats just the stuff I
can see. By the time youre done
replacing everything that needs fix-
ing on this machine, you'e look-
ing at spending about five times
the asking price just on parts. And
that’s if you fix it yourself. If you
hire a pinball tech, they’re going to
charge $100 just to come to your
house and about $60-$75 an hour
after that, and a playfield swap
takes a long time. I only want to
buy this machine because I do my
own repair work. I'm not trying to
talk you out of this, I just want you
to know what you're getting into.”

There was a long silence. The
other buyer indicated he was still
interested.

We flipped a coin.

I lost.

As Mike and 1 wordlessly
walked out the door, I heard the
seller yell after me.

“Hey, wait!” he said, “we gotta
make sure this guy has money!”

1 did not stop.

Mike and I got in the car and,
in what I consider a rather remark-
able display of restraint, I did not
run over the seller’s mailbox.

There is no grand final punch-
line here, so you might be won-
dering why I have chosen to relate
this long-winded story. You see,
in the introduction to his 1976
novel “Slapstick,” Kurt Vonnegut
said that in his opinion, all great
works of literature are written with
an audience of one in mind. In his
case, he wrote “Slapstick” for his
beloved late sister.

I too have written this column
with an audience of one in mind,
and thankfully, I didnt delete his
number from my phone. As soon
as this column is posted online,
I’'m going to text it to him. Possibly
at 6:45 am.

Hope you enjoyed your col-
umn, buddy!

Operation Warp Speed: A Success Story of 2020

Morgan Griffith
9th District U.S. Rep.

The year 2020 was a dif-
ficult one, but as the year
draws to a close, I want to
highlight something about
the year that went right.

Operation Warp Speed
accomplished what had
been considered nearly im-
possible: the development,
manufacture, and distribu-
tion of a safe and effective
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vaccine to combat COV-
ID-19.

President Trump an-
nounced Operation Warp
Speed in May. His Admin-
istration recognized that
meeting the challenge posed
by the coronavirus pandem-
ic would require the invest-
ment of Federal Govern-
ment resources, partnership
between the public, private,
and scientific sectors, and
cutting red tape that would
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be reached to be considered for
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impede delivery of a safe
and effective vaccine.

This effort was support-
ed by almost $10 billion
in funding included in the
CARES Act passed by Con-
gress with my support.

The project focused on
six vaccine candidates. Sev-
en months after Operation
Warp Speed was launched
and less than one year after
COVID-19 began spread-
ing widely around the globe,
two vaccine candidates were
approved by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA) for emergency use.

On December 11, the
FDA approved for emer-
gency use the first vaccine
created by Pfizer. After
clinical trials including over
43,000 participants, the
vaccine was found to be 95
percent effective.

A vaccine developed by
Moderna was subsequently
approved for emergency use
on December 18. Thirty
thousand people partici-
pated in its clinical trials,
and its efficacy rate is 94.5
percent.

These vaccines are the
fastest ever produced for a
novel pathogen. In fact, the
average development time-
line for a vaccine is eight
to twelve years. Operation

Warp Speed reduced the
time needed by maximizing
the number of participants
in Phase 3 trials and man-
ufacturing  vaccine doses
while waiting for the FDA’s
emergency use authoriza-
tion order.

While bureaucratic hur-
dles were lowered, the vac-
cine development process
did not skimp on safety.

As a member of the
House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, which
has jurisdiction over health
matters, | was briefed re-
peatedly throughout the
process ot involved in hear-
ings featuring public health
officials at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services, the National
Institutes of Health, and the
FDA, as well as the vaccine
manufacturers. I am confi-
dent that they maintained
high safety standards as they
pursued a vaccine.

While the vaccines were
under development, the
Trump  Administration
planned ahead for their de-
livery and administration
to Americans. It purchased
millions of doses of the pro-
spective vaccines and made
agreements with pharma-
cies that would be able to
vaccinate people.

While enough vaccine
doses will be manufactured
to cover most of the popula-
tion, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) has recommended
the priorities for vaccina-
tion while supplies remain
limited. It suggested health
care workers and residents
of long-term care facilities
be first in line, followed by
older adults and frontline
essential workers, all groups
with a higher susceptibility
to the coronavirus than oth-
er parts of the population.

The vaccines are broadly
safe, but caution is appro-
priate for people with al-
lergic reactions and certain
other conditions. The CDC
recommends that you talk
to your doctor if you have
had a severe allergic reaction
to other vaccines or inject-
able therapies to determine
ifa COVID vaccine is a safe
decision for you. Further, if
you have had a severe aller-
gic reaction to any ingredi-
ent in a COVID vaccine,
the CDC recommends not
getting that vaccine.

I also believe that vacci-
nations should not be man-
datory. This would be true
particularly for people who
object to taking it due to
their religious principles or

RELIGIOUS VIEWPOINTS

as a matter of conscience.
I also reject the idea of in-
dividuals being required to
carry around a vaccination
certificate, which is too
close to the identification
papers of highly restricted
societies for my comfort.

Operation Warp Speed
is just one component of
the Federal Government’s
efforts to combat the coro-
navirus. Other therapeutics
and treatments have also
been developed at a rapid
pace and are also being de-
ployed as the pandemic still
inflicts widespread sickness.

The United States has
long excelled at scien-
tific innovation, but even
among our countrys long
list of achievements, from
the light bulb to the first
manned landing on the
Moon, Operation Warp
Speed stands out — for its
scale, speed, safety;, and ul-
timately lives saved. Amid
all the bad news of 2020,
this accomplishment is one
worth praising.

If you have questions,
concerns, or comments,
contact my Abingdon of-
fice at 276-525-1405, my
Christiansburg ~ office  at
540-381-5671, or via email
at  www.morgangriffith.
house.gov.

Look to the future, remember the past

I think the greatest danger the
church faces today is losing its memory
and respect for the absolute authority
of the Bible. When we lose our church
traditions, we are not only in danger
of losing our faith, but a key pillar of
civilization. Words like tolerance and
political correctness usually takes us
away from truth. The very stability of
our social order comes from our moral
values. I could have never imagined,
in my lifetime, that the church could
have embraced relativism and changed

so much.

Lets not deny that Christianity is
God’s plan and other religions like Is-
lam, Buddhism and Judaism are not the

do not believe.

Gospel of Jesus Christ. We must never
lose our memory and become so po-
litically correct and fearful that we deny
Christ as the only way to heaven. Even
some pastors tell their youth to keep an
open mind as we arent sure which way
is right. In Christianity there are ab-
solutes that will not change with 21st
Century culture. We must not lose our
community of memory that keeps us
anchored to eternity. Truth always of-
fends some people, but it is still truch.
I talk and interview many pastors and
I discover they cannot teach what they

ness. For decades I subscribed to most
religious magazines along with some
secular ones. I have been frightened by
the soft sell Christians have been get-
ting, as Christians are encouraged to
emerge as a new church with no abso-
lutes and memories. The second gen-
eration, poisoned by a sinful culture,
may have litde memory of the Gospel
and the atoning death of Christ. I’s our
understanding of the Bible that gives us
a sense of who we are and bridges the
generations. Wealth, technology, plea-
sures, and change can destroy a society

if God is omitted.

One church generation may survive
religious tolerance and political correct-

By Dr. Clyde Dupin
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Fred Thomas Martin Jr.

Fred Thomas Mar-
tin Jr., better known as
Freddie, died unexpect-
edly on December 30,
2020 at the age of 66. He
was a lifelong resident of
Martinsville, Virginia.

Freddie is survived
by his mother; Lawanda
McGuire Martin; his
children, Fred Thomas
Martin III (Katherine)
and Tanya Michelle Mar-
tin; his sister, Theresa
Martin Wright (Kent);
brother, Timothy Dean
Martin and Jeffrey Por-

Quarter Horse Associa-
tion and National Cut-
ting Horse Association.
Freddie would contin-
ue to accomplish equine
success throughout his
life. His children natu-
rally shared his love of
horses. He did every-
thing within his power
to ensure a distinctively

wonderful  childhood.
He enjoyed nothing
more than traveling

across the county with
his children and their

horses to compete at the

ter; his uncle Horace

Martin; and his beloved dog, Lil” Bit.
He was predeceased by his father, Fred
Thomas Martin Sr.

Freddie was born in Martinsville,
Virginia on August 24, 1954 to Fred
and Lawanda Martin. He was a gradu-
ate of Laurel Park High School and
received his associate’s degree from
Patrick Henry Community College.
He dedicated his life to the family
business of Fred Martin Associates.
Freddie was a deeply spiritual man and
lifelong member of McCabe Memorial
Baptist Church.

Freddie was a true cowboy at heart.
A man of unquestioned loyalty and a
consummate gentleman to everyone
he met. A tremendous father that em-
bodied pure selfless love for his chil-
dren and family.

Born a natural horseman, Fred-
die’s first steps were climbing onto the
back of a horse. By his father’s side he
took to riding and training horses and
helped the family grow Martin Stables.
Through the 1960’s into the 1970’
he learned farming and equine skills
from his father Fred Sr., which were
passed down to him through his father
and Freddie’s beloved grandfather,
Tom Martin. He competed in sever-
al equine events both nationally and
locally, where he was Virginia’s 4-H
Western Pleasure Horse Champion in
1970, 1971, 1972 and 1974. He was
a proud lifetime member of American

national level.

He was right by his father’s side
when the family business expanded
into furniture manufacturing and
sales. Freddie was a gifted welder and
was instrumental to the furniture in-
dustry. From designing and welding
furniture to inventing paint finishes
adopted by national companies, his
talent and creativity was truly unique.
Through the success of the family
business, he focused his efforts on the
continued growth, and later revitaliza-
tion of Martinsville.

Freddie was a wonderful son, broth-
er, friend, and extraordinary father.
Freddie truly aspired to make every-
one around him happy. He was self-
less in every sense of the word. Always
there to lend a hand. He loved bring-
ing people together and making them
laugh. His smile was infectious. His
friends, family, and all who knew him
will deeply miss him.

A private funeral service was held
January 6 at the Roselawn Cemetery
in Martinsville. The Rev. Lewis Harris
officiated. Donations may be offered
to McCabe Memorial Baptist Church
at 107 Clearview Dr. Martinsville, VA
24112. A celebration of Freddie’s life
will be held at a later date.

Arrangements are by McKee-Stone
Funeral Home-Martinsville, VA

To express condolences online,
please visit www.collinsmckees-
tonemartinsville.com.

Mr. William Lee Smith

Mr. William Lee Smith,
age 80 of Martinsville, passed
away Saturday, January 2,
2021 at Carilion Memorial
Hospital in Roanoke. He was
born in Meadows of Dan on
July 27, 1940 to the late Bur-
ton Smith and Elizabeth Wil-
liams Smith. In addition to
his parents, he was preceded
in death by a son, Kevin Lee
Smith. Mr. Smith had retired
from DuPont with over 35
years of service. He had been
a courier for Carter Bank and was a member
of Hillcrest Baptist Church.

Surviving are a daughter and son-in-law,
Teresa and Randall White of Bassett; three
grandchildren, Justin  Prillaman, Terrell

Craddock and wife, Lauren,
Sarah Shelton and husband,
Dustin; three great grandchil-
dren, Ethan Hughes, Brook-
lyn Craddock, Alec Shelton;
one brother and sister-in-law,
Gene and Kathy Smith of
Danville; his two fur babies,
Bear and Midnight; and his
special neighbors, Rex and
Connie Clifton.

A memorial service will
be held at Meadows of Dan
Baptist Church ata later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made
to the Martinsville SPCA, 132 Joseph Martin
Hwy, Martinsville, VA 24112. Online con-
dolences may be sent to www.moodyfuner-
alservices.com.

Medarine Jones Scales

Medarine Jones Scales,
79, of 129 Archer Road
Ridgeway, Virginia was
born June 19, 1941 to the
late James and Vada Hylton
Jones. Medarine was a very
beautiful feisty woman who
caught the eye of her charm-
ing late husband Lafartane
Scales. She was also a warm-
loving wife and mother. She
was always concerned for
the well-being of her family.
She was a faithful member
of May Missionary Baptist Church serv-
ing many years as secretary of the Sunday
School and a member of the Senior Choir.
She was a former employee of Sara Lee Inc.,
for over 25 years and Bassett Walker until
they closed. She ventured out and went to
Patrick Henry Community College receiv-
ing a two-year degree in Word-processing.
She was very involved with school activi-
ties of her children that she volunteered in
the school system serving as secretary and
treasury of PTO at Ridgeway Elementary
School. Her favorite past time was watch-
ing Wheel of Fortune, Jeopardy, The Price
is Right and Lee Williams videos. We can't
forget her love for Pepsi and Cheetos.

She was preceded in
death by one sister, An-
nie Hess and two brothers,
Douglas Jones and Everette
Jones.

She leaves to forever
cherish her memory, three
children, Jacqueline Scales
Powell of Martinsville, VA,
Laura Scales of Ridgeway,
VA, and Scotty Scales of
Ridgeway, VA, one son-in-
law, Lewis Powell and one
goddaughter, Ronda Brown
Rotten. Also surviving are two brothers,
Hozer Penn (Willie Mae) of Ridgeway, VA
and Royal Jones of Martinsville, VA, five
grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren,
two special sons, Keith Fontaine and Steve
Spencer and a host of nieces, nephews, and
other relatives.

To Isaiah, Arrianna, and London for
your special love shown to her with your
hugs and kisses, watching TV with her, re-
cording her stories, singing, and giving her
favorite treats.

A graveside service was held Thursday,
January 7, 2021 at Mayo Missionary Bap-
tst Church, Ridgeway, Virginia. Wright
Funeral Service served the family.

Agency cautions against mishandling dry ice

used for shipping,

storing COVID-19 vaccines

The Virginia Department of
Fire Programs, a leader in en-
hancing public safety, is cau-
tioning first responders, health
care professionals, and citizens
in the Commonwealth about
the dangers of improper storage
and disposal of dry ice, which
has surged in use to transport
COVID-19 vaccines that re-
quire storage at ultra-low tem-
peratures.

Dry ice is a solid form of
carbon dioxide (CO2). Dry ice
weighs just about twice as much
as regular ice. Dry ice goes from
a solid to a gas (sublimates) as
it warms, releasing carbon diox-
ide.

According to a white paper
on dry ice response issued by
the International Association of

Materials Committee, the pri-
mary health hazard occurs when
dry ice returns to its gaseous
carbon dioxide state at -78°C.
The gas quickly expands and
displaces oxygen inside enclosed
spaces such as in transport com-
partments, small buildings, and
walk-in coolers.

“Were noticing a num-
ber of groups who are coming
into contact with dry ice with
the mass distribution of CO-
VID-19 vaccines, who may not
be aware of the risks that dry ice
may impose. For example, dry
ice at room temperature, could
“off-gas” a high level of CO2
in a confined space. This is a
hazard,” said VDFP Executive
Director Michael Reilly. “First
responders who are trained in

are aware of the proper han-
dling, storage, and disposal of
dry ice. We remain partners in
response and prevention. We
also want to stress the impor-
tance of risk mitigation during
such an unprecedented time.”

If carbon dioxide gas is re-
leased while in transport or in
storage, hazards can include an
increased potential for an explo-
sion due to pressure building
within tightly sealed containers
with no pressure relief device,
unconsciousness due to dis-
placed oxygen, and frostbite or
burns if contact with cryogenic
liquid or solid pieces of dry ice
occurs.

The VDFP  encourages
groups such as health care pro-
fessionals and medical facility

ing COVID-19 vaccines to call
on first responders when carbon
dioxide exposures arise.

“Our concern is about how
Virginians  should  properly
interact with the volumes of
dry ice that the vaccines are
packed with. There should be
no eating, drinking, or smoking
wherever the dry ice is handled,
stored, and disposed,” said Vir-
ginia State Fire Marshal Garrett
Dyer. “If an accident involving
carbon dioxide occurs, such as
a spillage, there are also envi-
ronmental impacts to consider.
This is why proper disposal of
volumes of dry ice by a trained
professional is important.”

To Safety Interact with Dry
Ice

X Protect Your Skin — Contact

severe thermal injury equivalent
to full thickness burns. Tight
ﬁtting cryogenic gloves are re-
quired when handling dry ice
and offers the most protection.
Where the skin is injured due to
exposure to dry ice, the contact
area will need to be warmed to
avoid tearing off skin.

X Store in a well-ventilated
area — Most health hazards oc-
cur during the sublimation pro-
cess, when dry ice is warmed
and converts from a solid di-
rectly to a gas. Dry ice will sub-
lime (melt) at -78°C and begin
“off-gassing” which will quickly
displace the oxygen inside of
confined areas.

For more information on dry
ice safety, and patient manage-
ment and hazard response,

Fire Chiefs (IAFC) Hazardous

hazardous materials

response  employees who are administer-

with unprotected skin will cause

visit the VDFP website.

Civil Rights Center launched

The Office of Civil
Rights in the Office of
Attorney  General  was
launched, according to
a release from Attorney
General Mark R. Herring.

The center is to expand,
enhance, and centralize his
ongoing work to protect
Virginians from discrimi-
nation and to secure and
expand the rights of all
Virginians. The new des-
ignation of the Office of
Civil Rights is the culmi-
nation of a multiyear plan
to expand the authority
and resources dedicated to
protecting the civil rights
of Virginians, and to place
the protection of civil
rights at the center of the
mission of the Office of At-
torney General.

Additionally, Herring is
supporting legislation to
make the Office of Civil
Rights a permanent feature
of the Office of Attorney
General, ensuring that
protection of Virginians
civil rights will always be a
priority.

“During my time as at-
torney general we have

dramatically shifted the

role and mission of the of-
fice to ensure that the pro-
tection and expansion of
Virginians’ rights is at the
center of all we do,” said
Herring. “Over the last
few years, we have added
legal authority, resources,
and incredible legal talent
to our team, which now al-
lows us to formally create
the OAG’s first Office of
Civil Rights.

“The new Office of Civil
Rights is an historic step in
turning the page on a past
when the Commonwealth,
and even its attorney gen-
eral, was too often a threat
to civil rights, rather than
a guardian and champion
for Virginians rights. In
too many instances in the
past, attorneys general
fought to protect unjust
and unconstitutional vio-
lations of Virginians rights,
like going all the way to
the Supreme Court to de-
fend school segregation
in Davis v. Prince Edward,
a ban on interracial mar-
riage in the Loving case,
or unequal educational op-
portunities for women in

the VMI case. But we have

Rights will grow to a staff
of 13, including seven at-
torneys and six profession-
shown Virginians a differ- al staff, including investi-
ent vision of an attorney ZAators, wo’rk'%n.g to protect
general who fights for their Virginians’ civil rights and

put a stop to violations.
When Attorney General
Herring took office, the
Division of Human Rights
had just one attorney and
three additional staff mem-

bers.

The new Office of Civil
Rights can be reached
by phone at (804) 225-
2292, or by email at Civil-
Rights@oag.state.va.us.

rights no matter who

threatens them, and we
have won time and again.

“The Office of Civil
Rights will enhance our
ability to protect Virgin-

BBN RADIOQ,

ians from discrimination
in housing, employment,
and public life, as well as
allow us to tackle new re-
sponsibilities, like ‘pattern
and practice’ investigations
that can root out and end
unconstitutional  policing
and enforcing protections
against discrimination for
LGBTQ Virginians. And
the Office of Civil Rights
will be a natural home for
additional civil rights ini-
tiatives we hope to launch
in conjunction with the
General Assembly, like
more robust protection
of voting rights, protec-
tions for the civil rights of
Virginians with disability,
and more tools to combat
healthcare discrimination
and ensure education eg-
uity;,” he said.

Under this new organi-
zation, the Office of Civil

Bible Broadcasting Network
95.5FM or Online 24/7

We have children’s programming! Available in Multiple languages!

Age Old Questions as Answered by Protestants,
using Catechisms and Confessions of Faith.

While originally meant to be memorized these were the tools
used in Europe to educate a semi-literate population.

Commoners in Europe as they read the Bible for the first time in their own languages
began to ask, “what does the Bible teach, ” and the Catechisms and Confession of Faith
were used to answer questions using scripture versus alone.

For a Glimpse at these, do an online search for “Catechisms.”
The Puritan Catechism « The Baltimore Catechisms
The Episcopal Catechism « The Heidelberg Catechism

The Westminster Catechisms

- Confessions of Faith, Source Manuscripts
- Protestant Catechisms: Questions about the Holy Bible answered by Scripture Versus only.
- Source Manuscripts in English, translated from original Hebrew/Aramaic and Greek documents.

Please contact Arthur and Linda Halstead for more information or to form a WebEx forum.
Phone: (276) 694-0297 and internet: lindahalstead5@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968,
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitations or discrimination based on race, color,
sex or national origin," or an intention to make any
such preferences, limitation or discrimination. Our
readers are informed that all dwellings advertised
in this paper are available on an equal opportunity
basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate or employment

which is in violation of the law.

CALL (276) 694-3101 or email us at

Trisha@theenterprise.net
TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD

Chair from page 1

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Hodges said. “The mis-
sion of VisitMartins-
ville, the destination
marketing organization
for Martinsville-Henry
County, is to market our
community to visitors.
The chair was funded as
part of a larger market-
ing plan and was fully
funded by the tourism
office’s budget.”

Like the original
chair, the new one is tied
to the tourism depart-
ments “Deep Roots”
campaign, which secks
to highlight the area’s
history and attract more
visitors to the city.

“As our area continues
to grow and diversify, it
is important to celebrate
our history in manufac-
turing and those who
helped build that lega-
cy,” Hodges said. “The
Big Chair was a hit in
the past with locals and
tourists who came to
Uptown  Martinsville
to see one of the larg-
est chairs in America.
With many local groups
partnering to bring new
development to our up-
town district,

Chair really couldn’
have returned at a more
perfect time.”

The Deep Roots cam-
paign has been ongoing
for 12 years. It covers
the area’s manufactur-
ing legacy in furniture
and textiles as well as its

motorsports,  outdoor
recreation and cultural
heritage.

“Deep Roots gives a
respectful nod to Mar-
tinsville’s past, bringing
relevance to the present
by celebrating contribu-
tions, and providing a
gift to the future with
repurposed  activities,
facilities, and new eco-
nomic development op-

portunities,” Hodges
added.
The chair compli-

ments an array of other
attractions that highlight
the city’s achievements
in furniture manufactur-
ing, including the plaza
in which it is located.
Other attractions are
the 1939 Fresco “Manu-
facture of Furniture” by
William Carnelli, in the
Bassett Post Office, the
Bassett World Head-

SERVICES HELP WANTED
CLAYTON KENDRICK HELP WANTED
PAVING Housekeeping-Mainte-
Gravel hauling and hance
spreading/grading, paving FU"'Ti.me & Part'time
and seal coating. We EXperience Preferred

have 35 years’ experience
in spreading gravel and
paving. Reasonable rates.
Call (276) 694-7786 or
(276) 340-8786 (cell)

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling &
Electrical Contractors,
Sales & Services,

Licensed in VA & NC (276)
694-7308.

Kendrick Paving

& Trucking LLC
Paving, Sealing, Striping,
Gravel Hauling
Rodney Kendrick
(276) 340-7786 — Cell
(276) 629- 3913 — Home
“Carrying on the tradition
of QUALITY for over 40
years.”

Woodwrx, Inc.

Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine
woodworking, design,
tile, closet & garage or-
ganizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm
Beach County- Refer-
ences Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell:
561-881-8292

E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net

Website: Woodwrx.net

Must have drivers licenses.

Drug free
Call 276-666-1527

the Big

FOR RENT

FOR RENT
House- Apts
TR Properties
276-666-1527

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED
AD TODAY!

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

COUNTY OF HENRY

REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a series of pub-
lic hearings has been scheduled for January 13, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. in
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building,
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia. Following these public
hearings, the Planning Commission will make a recommendation on
each application to the Board of Supervisors.
The Henry County Board of Supervisors will conduct public hearings
on the following applications on January 26, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. in
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building,
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.
Citizens wishing to submit public comments on these cases should
email publichearing(@co.henry.va.us or call 276-634-4699 no later than
January 13, 2021 at 9 a.m. to enter comments intended for the Planning
Commission meeting. Comments intended for the Board of Supervisors
meeting must be received by January 26, 2021 at 9 a.m. All comments
received will be read during the public hearing on each date at 6:00 p.m.
Because of health concerns related to the COVID-19 pandemic, NO
i T - o 4 2 ™
leave the meeting after their specific case is heard. For more infor-
mation, contact the Department of Planning, Zoning & Inspection at
276-634-4620.
The purpose of these public hearings is to receive input into the possible
rezoning of property. Following are the specifics of the public hearings.
Case R-21-01 Pugazhenthi Selvaraj
The property is located at 20 Water Plant Rd in the Ridgeway Dis-
trict. The Tax Map number is 62.4/151. The applicant is requesting
the rezoning of approximately 2.65-acres from Government and Spe-
cial Use District G-S to Limited Industrial District 1-2. The applicant
intends to use the existing building for research, development, and
assembly operations in the renewable energy industry.
Case R-21-02 West Leasing, LLC
The property is located on the east side of Gallagher Rd in the Iriswood
District. The Tax Map number is 43.9/99A. The applicant is requesting
the rezoning of approximately 10-acres from Commercial District B-1
to Limited Industrial District 1-2. The applicant intends to construct a
new warchouse on the property to be used for food distribution.
Case R-21-03 Howard D, Tate
The property is located at 3660 Old Leaksville Rd, in the north east
corner of the intersection of Morehead Ave. and Old Leaksville Rd,
in the Ridgeway District. The Tax Map number is 73.7(3A)/1,2. The
applicant is requesting the rezoning of approximately 3-acres from
Agricultural District A-1 to Commercial District B-1. The applicant
intends to construct a new convenience store on the property.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department
of Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

quarters and the HGTV
Design Studio.

The chair also signi-
fies some of the commu-
nity’s furniture brands
like Bassett Furniture,
Bassett  Mirror Com-
pany, Hooker Furniture
and Shenandoah Furni-
ture.

The concept of manu-
facturing also ties into
other community ini-
tiatives, according to
Hodges.

“The newly formed
Uptown  revitalization
group, MartinsvilleUP,
has identified a transfor-
mation strategy built on
promoting Martinsville
as a space for ‘Makers,
she said. “In support of
that mission, we are hop-
ing the big chair shows
our communities com-
mitment to continuing
the legacy of handmade
goods and skilled craft-
speople into our future.”

Now that the chair
is situated in the plaza,
the tourism department
office will shift gears to
focus on other ways to
enhance the experience
of the city.

“VisitMartinsville is
committed to creating
a resident and visitor
focused active lifestyle
destination and  will
continue to improve
and expand on existing
and new experiences,”
Hodges said, and noted
three different ways that
the office looks to foster
these experiences.

The first is to make
the city “an active-life-
style destination with a
vibrant uptown core.”
Hodges said that in-
cludes marketing the
city as “an active out-
door recreation destina-
tion.” The final piece of
the puzzle will be tran-
sitioning the city into “a
dynamic gathering place
for small group activi-
ties.”

Those involved with
the “Big Chair” project
in 2020 were: Anstey
Hodge, Bassett Furni-
ture Industries, the City
of Martinsville, Guy M.
Turner Crane Services,
PAC Custom Wood-
working & CNC Rout-
ing, and Solid Stone
Fabric.

ET OF THE WEEK

Caramel is a six-year-old female domestic shorthair
availahle at the SPCA. She is friendly and has a
distinct motor-like purr. There is a $20 adoption fee

for cats and kittens.

Warner sworn in for third term

U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner,
D-Alexandria, was sworn into
office for his third term in a
socially distant ceremony by
Vice President Mike Pence on
Sunday the first day of the

117th Congress.

Warner, a former Virginia

SIGN UP FOR YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION

32nd in

TODAY!

ONLY

$52.00
A YEAR!

Mail Forms To:
Virginia Media, LLC

P.0.Box 429 Lewisburg, WV 24901

Governor, was first elected
to the United States Senate
in 2008; he was re-elected in
2014 and 2020. He is ranked
seniority
100-member legislative body.

A successful business lead-
er and co-founder of the cel-

in the

lular giant Nextel, Warner,
will continue to serve on the
Senate’s Banking, Budget, Fi-
nance, Rules and Intelligence
committees.

“I'am honored that Virgin-
ians decided to send me back
to work for them in the Sen-

ate. In the 117th Congress, I
will keep working to expand
economic opportunity, lower
healthcare costs, and com-
bat the ongoing health and
economic crisis plaguing our
country,”
business leader, governor, and it.

said Warner. “As a

during my two terms in the
U.S. Senate, I have always
been willing to work across
the aisle to improve the lives
of Virginians and Americans.
We have more work to do,
and I am prepared to get to

»
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Final rule increases opportunities for SNAP participants to gain employment

The U.S. Department
of Agriculture announced
a final rule to enhance
employment and training
opportunities for Supple-
mental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP)
participants.

SNAP participants
have exclusive access to
training and support ser-
vices to help them enter
or move up in the work-
force through state SNAP
Employment and Train-
ing (E&T) programs. The
final rule makes a wide
range of enhancements to
these services to empower
more SNAP participants
to gain the skills, training,
or work experience they
need to move forward and

“USDA has a long-
standing commitment to
increasing opportunities
for SNAP participants to
move towards and into
employment. This rule
continues USDA’s efforts
to connect more SNAP
households with the dig-
nity and hope that work
provides,” said USDA
Deputy Under Secretary
for Food, Nutrition and
Consumer Services Bran-
don Lipps.

In March, USDA pub-
lished the proposed rule,
“Employment and Train-
ing Opportunities in the
Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program.” The
rule published today final-
izes many of those chang-

grams by ensuring that
states use evidence-based
strategies to help partici-
pants get the skills local
employers need most, by
requiring the use of case
management services for
E&T participants, and
by allowing E&T funds
to be used for subsidized
employment and appren-
ticeships.

The recent final rule
underscores USDA’s com-
mitment to improving
SNAP E&T programs, in
partnership with states.
Each year, USDA pro-
vides more than $100 mil-
lion for states to operate
their E&T programs. In
addition, if a state invests
its own money or outside
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SNAP E&T programs,
the federal government
will reimburse the state
for 50 percent of those
funds. Beyond funding,
USDA efforts to support
SNAP E&T include:

Hosting  the  first
ever SNAP E&T National
Forum. The virtual, three-
day conference took place
Oct. 13-15 and con-
nected more than 1,500
partners from across the
country to share and learn
best practices to promote
and boost employment
among SNAP households
through state E&T pro-
grams.

Operating  SNAP o
Skills, which provides

states and their partners

sive technical support on
how to build strong E&T
programs. This year, seven
states — Oregon, Colo-
rado, Louisiana, Illinois,
Kentucky, Pennsylva-
nia, and Rhode Island —
joined the 22 other states
that have participated in
SNAP to Skills since the
program was launched in
2015.

Providing training,
such as the SNAP E&T
State Institutes and Learn-
ing Academies, to develop
expertise in administering
SNAP E&T among indi-
viduals, partner organiza-
tions, and state agencies
across the country.

Issuing more than $6.7
million in SNAP E&T

Grants in 2020 to help
four national nonprofit
organizations expand pro-
gram capacity and devel-
op networks of third-par-
ty partners to serve SNAP
participants.

USDA’s Food and Nu-
trition Service administers
15 nutrition assistance
programs that leverage
American agricultural
abundance to ensure
children and low-income
individuals and families
have nutritious food to
eat. FNS also co-develops
the Dietary Guidelines
for Americans, which
provide science-based nu-
trition recommendations
and serve as the corner-
stone of federal nutrition

into work.

Do rsey from page 1

es—improving E&T pro-

funding to improve its

with coaching and inten-

National

Partnership

policy.

he did a little something to make
sure that would happen.”

As a result of those ambitions
and his quiet, reserved demean-
or, Dorsey accomplished the un-
thinkable.

“The legislation to establish
New College Institute passed in
2006 and it officially became a
state agency on July 1, 2006. We
were supposed to open our doors
the following year,” Blevins said.

But Dorsey “insisted that we
could start classes in 2006. As
soon as it passed, he worked ev-
ery single day so that we could
open our doors and start with
classes and we did that” in the
fall of 2006, Blevins said. “That’s
a pretty amazing feat.”

Part of the process of estab-
lishing the college was finding
the space to house the institute.
In his search, Dorsey met Dr.
Mervyn King and his wife, Vir-
ginia King.

“He was adamant about it be-
ing in the uptown area,” Virginia
King said. “We had recently pur-
chased the Shumate Jessie build-
ing and we showed that to him.
Fortunately, he was able to visu-
alize how a historic building can
be converted into classrooms
and offices. From that point on,
we worked with him for some
other restorations and rehabilita-
tions for the college. He became
a friend along the way.”

Dorsey “was an extraordinary
person, a great thinker, and a

very thoughtful person,” said
Dr. Angeline Godwin, president
of Patrick Henry Community
College. “He was really a people
person, but he was also an intel-
lectual. We served on some ini-
tiatives together and he was very
good in the beginning to give
me an orientation when I was
new to the community which I
thought was quite good. I will
remember his love for learning.
He dedicated his entire life to
learning and teaching.”

He also is remembered for his
ability to inspire.

“He loved graduation and
he loved writing speeches, then
giving those speeches to inspire
and motivate degree holders,”
Blevins said. “He really wanted
the graduates to take their edu-
cation seriously and (under-
stand) the difference they could
make in our community. He
spent a lot of time crafting words
to inspire them.”

A champion of the arts, Dors-
ey “worked tirelessly for what
he believed in, and he believed
the arts built communities,” said
Heidi Pinkston, executive direc-
tor of Piedmont Arts. “He sup-
ported the arts and art educa-
tion, not through just Piedmont
Arts but through NCI and The-
aterworks. He brought organiza-
tions together and he fostered
collaborations. You could say
that he was the ultimate bridge

builder.”

Pinkston said her relationship
with Dorsey spanned about 10
years, with Dorsey serving on
the Board of Directors at Pied-
mont Arts on three separate oc-
casions, including his current
board seat.

“He was also the recipient of
the 2020 Clyde Hooker Award,”
Pinkston said, and added Dors-
ey volunteered “countless hours
ensuring that Piedmont Arts
and other organizations had the
financial and community sup-
port necessary to carry out their
mission.”

His fundraising prowess
was legendary, according to
Pinkston.

“He was fearless in asking
people for donations and contri-
butions for what he believed in,
and he always encouraged me
to do the same. Be fearless and
don’t be afraid to ask for what
you need,” she said.

That also was an attribute that
Virginia King admired, first wit-
nessed during her time on the
Board of Directors of the Mar-
tinsville-Henry County Histori-
cal Society, where Dorsey served
two terms.

“One thing that was very help-
ful for the historical society was
him helping us get sponsors,” she
said. “He said he enjoyed asking
people for money, which was the
opposite of me, but we were glad
to have someone on the board
willing to do that.”

Dorsey’s knack for fundrais-
ing also was targeted to helping
those most in need.

“I had the opportunity of
working with him on the Board
of Directors for the United
Way,” said Dale Wagoner, dep-
uty county administrator. “Ev-
erything he did, he did it with
passion and with concern for
the community. That’s probably
the most commendable part,
his dedication and love for this
community. He went above and
beyond to help our community
grow. He will be missed.”

“We are grateful for Barry
Dorsey’s tireless efforts as NCI’s
founding executive director to
support more people from di-
verse backgrounds to attend and
succeed in college,” said Karen
Jackson, NCI’s interim executive
director. “We are committed to
continuing his legacy and ensur-
ing that NCI serves as Virginia’s
premiere training and education
hub for workforce training, cer-
tification, and degree programs.”

State Sen. William M. (Bill)
Stanley, who serves as NCI’s
board chairman, said Dorsey’s
“steadfast commitment to create
new educational opportunities
strengthened our community
and helped break the cycle of
poverty in Southern Virginia.
We are thankful for Mr. Dorsey’s
critical contribution to put NCI
on the path for success.”

Beyond his legacy in educa-

tion, community organizing,
and volunteering, Dorsey also
will be remembered for his per-
sonality.

“One thing that always stood
out to me, and I say this with
all due respect, he always had a
lictle twinkle in his eye,” Henry
County Administrator Tim Hall
said. “He could tell a joke, but he
also understood the difference in
when it was time for work and
when to be personable. A lot of
folks don’t have that. They are all
business, or they are all fun. He
was good at both and he always
had a way to put people at ease
with a smile or one liner.”

Dorsey’s mark on Martins-
ville-Henry County will never
be forgotten.

“He wasn't originally one of
ours, but he became immersed
in the community and worked
every day to make things better
than he found them,” Hall said,
and added the two initially met
after Dorsey moved to the area
from Shelby, N.C.

“Were a small community
and a lot of folks wear different
hats. The teamwork that is re-
quired, and that is so good here,
always involved education, both
secondary education and higher
education,” Hall said. “When
Dr. Dorsey came, we were all
excited about NCI. He seemed
exactly what we needed at the
time and I think in retrospect,
he absolutely was.”

B oa rd from page 1

other issue the county
may face in 2021.

“There’s many un-
knowns regarding rever-
sion. We will thoroughly
review and discuss every
option,” Buchanan said,
adding that the county
has “worked hard to
keep our taxes low. Even
with the downturn in
the economy, we didn’t
raise taxes. We cut back
where we had to, and
we tightened our belt
because it wasn’t fair to
the citizens who were
seeing the downturn
in their paychecks. We
also worked hard to put
competitive  packages
together for economic
development.”

Along with the associ-
ated financial concerns,
Buchanan is concerned
about annexation.

“I've never felt that
annexation is fair,” she
said. “Is not fair to
the citizens of Henry
County at all. If we
can work out an agree-
ment that the citizens of
Henry County can work
with, then we can move
forward. We don’t need
to take a step back. We
don’t need to be spend-
ing so much time on re-
version when we've got
other important things”
that must be addressed.

After their reelection,
Adams said each board
member not only serves
“with a glad heart, but
they do serve with the
utmost integrity. You all
come prepared for the
meetings. You may not
always see everything
equal, but you are de-
fending your reasons for
that with purpose and
with some background.
For that, you all are to
be applauded for the
service that you render.”

“I work with a good

group of people,” Bu-
chanan said of her col-
leagues on the board.
“Any one of you could
serve as chairman or
vice-chairman. As a
vice-chairman, I can’t re-
ally accomplish any goal
without the support of
the rest of the board. I
think we have one thing
in common and that is
putting Henry County
forward and represent-
ing our people. I think
we've done that, and I
think we will continue
to do that

Adams has been on
the board since 2002.
He also held the chair-
man post in 2008, 2012,
and 2013.

Buchanan has served
on the board since 1996.
In addition to her time
as vice-chairman, she
also served four years
as chairman -- in 2009,
2010, and 2011.

Both said they remain
committed to serving
residents.

“l enjoy the oppor-
tunity to lead but along
with leading, I enjoy the
opportunity to listen,”
Adams said. “Whether it
be someone addressing
the board from the pub-
lic standpoint or other
board members. I think
the opportunity of be-
ing able to at least hear
other perspectives is the
one thing that I enjoy
the most.”

“I enjoy working with
people and getting posi-
tive results,” Buchanan
said. “It’s truly an honor
that the people that I
serve with feel comfort-
able with appointing me
again.”

Tommy Slaughter, of
the Reed Creek District,
did not attend the meet-
ing.

In other matters, the

board:

Set their regular meet-
ing dates for the year.
Meetings will begin at 3
p.m., in the Summerlin
Building on January 26,
February 23, March 23,
April 27, May 25, June
22, July 27, August 24,
September 28, October
26, November 23, and
December 21.

Adopted the board’s
2021 bylaws.

Set the annual plan-
ning session for Feb. 22
at 4 p.m., at the Emer-
gency Services Training
Center.

Renewed loan financ-
ing to the Henry Coun-
ty Industrial Develop-
ment Authority (IDA)
for the Patriot Centre
shell building.

Appropriated
$1,502,500 received
from the Appalachian
Regional Commis-
sion (ARC) and the
Virginia Department
of Housing and Com-
munity Development
for site improvements at
Commonwealth Cross-
ing Business Centre
(CCBCQ). The funds will
be used to help with the
cost of installing natural
gas to the site.

Appropriated
$1,095,525 from the
General Fund balance
for capital items, and
$939,997 received as
the county’s share of the
fiscal year 2019 school
division’s carryover
funds, for the future
purchase of an aerial
fire apparatus.

Appropriated
$24,441 in grant funds
from the Virginia Office
of Emergency Medical

Services, and $15,000
from the Harvest Foun-
dation, to  purchase
medical and training

equipment.

Al |

Jim Adams was reelected to serve as Debra Buchanan was reelected to another
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chairman of the Henry County Board of term as vice-chairman of the Henry County
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Supervisors in 2021.
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Herring issues alert in round of stimulus checks

Acttorney General Mark R.
Herring issued a consumer
alert urging Virginians to be
wary of scammers taking ad-
vantage of the coming $600
federal relief payments to get
personal or bank information
to steal your money.

Scammers often use the is-
suance of payments from the
government as an opportu-
nity to try to take advantage
of Virginians by using deceit-
ful, high-pressure calls, emails,
or texts that trick people into
compromising their personal
information or losing their
money.

“This is a moment when we
should all be coming together
to support one another, but
unfortunately we know that
scammers and criminals of-
ten view payments like the
$600 economic assistance as
an opportunity to line their
own pockets,” said Herring.
“Just remember that no ac-

your part in order to receive
the assistance. It should ei-
ther be directly deposited into
your bank account, or mailed
directly to your house. If you
get a call, email, text, or oth-
er communication asking for
personal or bank account in-
formation, hang up, delete the
message, and don’t provide any
information because it’s prob-
ably a scam.”

Herring is reminding all
Virginians that if they receive
an email, text or phone call
about these stimulus checks
from someone purporting to
be with the government to not
give them personal informa-
tion. These phishing scams
will likely ask for things like
bank account information un-
der the guise of direct deposit-
ing money from the stimulus
package into your bank ac-
count. Also, remember that
the government will not ask
you to pay any money up front

someone asks you to pay some-
thing, it’s a scam.

Below are some additional
tips to avoid becoming a vic-
tim of a government imposter
scam:

*Don’t give the caller any
of your financial or other per-
sonal information — Never
give out or confirm financial
or other sensitive information,
including your bank account,
credit card, or Social Security
number, unless you know ex-
actly who youre dealing with.
Scammers can use your infor-
mation to commit identity
theft. If you get a call about
a debt that may be legitimate
— but you think the collec-
tor may not be — contact the
company to which the caller
claims you owe money to in-
quire about the call.

* Don’t trust a name or
number — Scammers use of-
ficial-sounding names, titles,
and organizations to make

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

call seem legitimate, scammers
also use internet technology
to disguise their area code or
generate a fake name on call-
er ID. So even though it may
look like they’re calling locally
or somewhere in the United
States, they could be calling
from anywhere in the world.

* Never wire money or send
cash or a pre-paid card — These
transactions are just like send-
ing someone cash! Once your
money is gone, you can’t trace
it or get it back.

* Join the National Do Not
Call Registry and don’t answer
numbers you don’t know -
This won’t stop scammers from
calling but it should make
you skeptical of calls you get
from out of the blue. Most le-
gitimate sales people generally
honor the Do Not Call list.
Scammers ignore it. Putting
your number on the list helps
to “screen” your calls for legiti-
macy and reduce the number

calls you get.

If you think you have been a
victim of a scam, contact Her-
ring’s Consumer Protection
Section:

- By phone: 1 (800) 552-
9963

- By email: consumer@oag.
state.va.us

- Online complaint form

- Online contact form

Additionally, economic as-
sistance payments should be
exempt from garnishment and
seizure by debt collectors and
creditors under a new law from
Herring and Del. Hala Ayala,
who proposed the new law af-
ter the initial round of $1,200
assistance payments from the
CARES Act were left vulner-
able to seizure. If anyone be-
lieves their payment has been
illegally garnished or seized,
they should assert their rights
and demand their money back,
or call Herring’s Consumer
Protection Section for assis-

tion should be required on

Challenges from page 1

truck will be a separate
venture from the bakery.

“It’s going to have its
own identity. Its own
name and everything,”
she said. “I saw one out
of town that was similar
to what I wanted to do
but not exactly it. I told
my daughter that I want
to be able to (sell) other
places besides just right
here. I want to be able
to move around. Most
towns have things that
feature food trucks, and
I've got a real unique
one coming up.”

The Fieldale native
sought her own bakery
from a young age.

“I took home eco-
nomics in school and
it was always just me
and my dad as a kid,
so I did a lot of cook-
ing at home,” she said.
“I worked for the people
that owned Cakes with
Personality since the late
70s. I worked in high
school, washing dishes,
and just watching.

“Eventually, I left
there and went to work
at Kroger’s. A lady there
taught me how to deco-
rate cakes and some
other stuff. Then when I
turned 21, I went back
to (Cakes with Person-
ality) and asked them if
they wanted to sell it. I
bought it in 1988,” she
said.

Since taking over the
bakery, DeLong hasn’t
been a stranger to mak-
ing changes to business
operations.

“I bought Cafe De-
light back in the early
2000s,” she said. “That’s
when we branched off
and started doing cof-
fees and smoothies. It
was named Cakes with
Personality & Cafe De-
light for a long time.”
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That store was in its
current location in Col-
linsville. DeLong even-
tually opened the first
Sweetcakes in Martins-
ville with her daughter,
to “generate lunch and
do sandwiches. We had
tried several attempts
to offer sandwiches at
the cake cafe and people
just couldn’t get past the
drinks and cakes.”

The same year Sweet-
cakes opened its doors,
DeLong’s father died.

“After I took some
time off, I closed the
(store) in Collinsville,”
she said. “The closing of
the store in Collinsville
was kind of an over-
night decision. Help
was really hard to find,
and it could ruin the
store with me not being
there,” DeLong said.

“When 1 started tak-
ing care of my father
while he had cancer,
that took first-priority
over the store. We stayed
there (in Martinsville)
a good little while, but
we bought this building
and moved back to Col-
linsville because that’s
what we liked. People
missed us being right
in Collinsville and we
liked it here because it is
where we originated. We
didn’t ever really plan on
leaving,” she said.

So far, the changes
have paid off, according
to DelLong.

“Its been very suc-
cessful. It’s a more suc-
cessful store then the
cake shop ever was by
itself,” she said. “We get
hundreds, hundreds and
hundreds of customers.”

DeLong said the over-
all best sales still come
from the cafe portion
of the business, adding
that some lunch items

to get a stimulus check. So, if

seem to catching on in
popularity.

“The Big Boy sand-
wiches are for sure our
best-selling  sandwich-
es,” she said. “We pile
the meat up high on it
It’s a really tall sandwich
with  double cheese,
double meat, black pep-
per, lettuce, tomato
between Texas toast,
and it’s priced well so
people can afford it.
We try to make things
that are extraordinary so
when people come back
through Collinsville,
they know where to get
it. You can only get cer-
tain things here.”

The tactic seems to
have garnered a lot of
statewide attention. She
said the bakery has been
featured in Virginia Liv-
ing Magazine for the
last four years.

“We were voted the
best bakery in South-
west Virginia for three
years in a row,” DeLong
said. “We were voted
best local sandwich shop
one year and we also got
second place for coffee
once.”

DeLong credits the
success of her business
to her personal mantra
of “all the time chang-
ing something.” This
mantra was especially
beneficial once the coro-
navirus pandemic began
in March 2020.

“We were the first
ones in town to put these
(plexiglass barriers) up,”
she said. “I was such a
fanatic when the pan-
demic first came about.
I had my husband go to
ACE Hardware and we
bought it, put it up and
we posted a picture on
Facebook. We had over
200 comments and likes
and it wasn’t even four

you trust them. To make the

days after that, Kroger
had them up, Food Lion
had them up. All these
places had them up and
then they were all sold
out of plexiglass.”

Delong said  she
plans to keep the plexi-
glass even after the pan-
demic is over.

“They are probably
going to stay up because
I think it kind of pro-
tects the cashier from
just about anything,”
she said. “It prevents
people from reaching
over into the cash regis-
ter. It’s a good thing.”

The bakery also will
maintain curbside ser-
vice for customers that
request it, as well.

“Also, the sanitation
part,” DeLong  said.
“Yeah, we sanitized
and cleaned the tables
and everything before,
but now we go even
beyond that. We go
through every little bit
like spraying the door
handles, wiping down
all the saltshakers, and
things like that. Now,
it’s just a regiment that
we are going to be do-
ing and in the long run,
ill prevent diseases of
all kinds. That part, I
think, was a positive.”

While the bakery
wasn’t immune from the
economic effects of the
virus, DeLong said that
customers  eventually
rallied to support the
business.

“It hit hard for the
first two months, but we
are mostly take-out. It
hit places that are more
sit-down than it did us,”
she said. “Our sales did
go down initially, but
not to the point of clos-
ing down or anything.”

Even with limits on

large gatherings, De-
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of legitimate

telemarketing

Long said the holidays
during the pandemic
were also successful.
“Thanksgiving  and
Christmas were really
good this year. There
was no decline that I
could tell,” she said.
“Normal ticket orders
will have a lot on there
because” customers were
having parties. “This
year, we had a lot of
tickets, but they were

tance.

smaller items. We had
more of them, though.
People were having their
own little things, so the
money was pretty simi-
lar.”

With Valentine’s Day
just around the corner,
she hopes that is a trend
that will continue.

To find out more, vis-
it  www.facebook.com/
SWEETCAKESBAK-
ERY2015JLND/.

Samples of menu options available at Sweetcakes.





