
One of the largest pri-
vately held custom lamina-
tors in the United States, 
Laminate Technologies 
Inc. (LamTech), will invest 
$4 million to expand its 
manufacturing facility at 
775 Industrial Park Drive 
in Henry County, accord-
ing to a release from Gov. 
Ralph Northam.

Th e company will install 
a new automated hard-
wood plywood press line 
to  increase capacity and 
production to serve its East 
Coast market. Virginia suc-
cessfully competed with 
Ohio for the project, which 
will create 42 new jobs.  

“With our skilled work-
force, competitive operat-
ing costs, and access to key 
markets, manufacturers 
like Laminate Technologies 
are fi nding opportunity in 
Virginia,” said Northam. 
“Expansions in the ad-
vanced manufacturing sec-
tor will aid our economic 
recovery during this ongo-
ing pandemic, and we look 
forward to partnering with 
the company on its next 
phase of growth in Henry 
County.” 

Headquartered in Tiffi  n, 
Ohio, Laminate Technolo-
gies Inc. was established in 
1985 as a major supplier of 
laminated panel products, 
fabricated components, 
and globally sourced prod-
ucts for the kitchen cabinet, 
residential furniture, offi  ce 
furniture, and retail display 
markets. Th e company op-
erates manufacturing facili-
ties in Ohio, Oregon, Ten-
nessee, Texas, and Virginia. 
LamTech opened its Henry 
County operation in 2012. 

“We are excited that 
Laminate Technologies 
will expand its production 
capabilities at its Henry 
County facility, creating 42 

new, well-paid jobs,” said 
Secretary of Commerce 
and Trade Brian Ball. “Th e 
Virginia Talent Accelera-
tor Program is a great tool 
that enables businesses to 
adapt their workforce to 
evolving industry needs so 
that important employers 
like LamTech continue to 
succeed in the Common-
wealth.” 

“We studied several of 
our East Coast produc-
tion facilities for expansion 
but selected our Ridgeway, 
Virginia location for mul-
tiple reasons, including the 
solid workforce, proxim-
ity to customers, and sup-
ply chain logistics,” said 
Randy Joseph, Chief Op-
erating Offi  cer at Laminate 
Technologies Inc.  “Add-
ing hardwood plywood 
production to our current 
lamination and fabrication 
capabilities provides a great 
product synergy. Th is, cou-
pled with our neighboring 
supply partner, Southern 
Finishing in Martinsville, 
enables us to bring a lot of 
value to the market. A spe-
cial thanks to the Virginia 
Economic Development 
Partnership and Martins-
ville-Henry County Eco-
nomic Development teams 
for their incredible support 
and cooperation to make 
this expansion possible.”

Th e Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership 
(VEDP) worked with the 
Martinsville-Henry Coun-
ty Economic Development 
Corporation to secure the 
project for Virginia. Gov-
ernor Northam approved 
a $100,000 grant from 
the Commonwealth’s Op-
portunity Fund to assist 
Henry County with the 
project. Th e company is 
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New company to be cornerstone for energy park 

When the Henry 
County Planning Com-
mission recently approved 
a rezoning application 
for property located at 
20 Water Plant Road in 
Ridgeway, it paved the 
way for a new company to 
locate there and become 
the cornerstone of a new 
energy park. 

Advance Energy So-
lutions, Inc, a Vinton-
based Renewable Energy 
Technology company, 
announced Friday that it 
purchased a building that 
once served as a Henry 
County Public Service 
Authority water plant, 
with plans to locate its 
Solar & Wind Farm Pro-
tection control panel as-
sembly operation there.

Th e project listed in the 
application could be the 
fi rst step towards renew-
able energy manufactur-
ing in Henry County. It 
is also expected to rake in 
$1.6 million in additional 
revenue and 15 new jobs, 
according to data provid-
ed at the meeting.  

Th e mind behind the 
project is Pugazhenthi 

“Pugal” Selvaraj, presi-
dent of Advance Energy 
Solutions, a company that 
specializes in providing 
“design, development and 
deployment of the next 
generation smart grid so-
lutions for solar and wind 
farms.”

In his application pack-
age to the Planning Com-
mission, Selvaraj said he 
plans to manufacture 
electrical control panels 
for solar and wind farms, 
instruments for measur-
ing and testing of electric-
ity and electrical signals, 
and solar meters to test.

“Basically, I’m trying 
to make a green energy 
technology park where a 
control panel for a solar 
panel or wind farm can be 
assembled there,” he said, 
adding that he initially 
had the idea more than a 
year ago before delaying 
his search for a location 
because of the pandemic. 

At the time, Selvaraj 
said there wasn’t available 
space but “luckily this 
property came open and 
I knew instantly that I 
could do my research and 
development there.” 

Currently, research and 
development takes place 

PHOTO BY BRANDON MARTIN
Ved Jain, application engineer with Advance Energy 
Solutions, displays a portable solar panel that is 
under development

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

More than 120 indictments 
released in county

Grand jurors handed down a 
total of 129 indictments on Janu-
ary 19, according to records in the 
Henry County Court Clerk’s Of-
fi ce. 

An indictment is not an indica-
tion of guilt, but a grand jury’s de-
termination that enough evidence 
exists to warrant a trial.

Th ose named in the indictments 
are:

Jamil I’Keem Mays, 16, of Mar-
tinsville, two counts use of a fi rearm 
in the commission of a felony, one 
count each second-degree murder, 
robbery, conspiracy to commit 
armed robbery, and possess fi rearm 
by violent felon, June 2, 2020.

*Jesse Ethan Bolt, 24, of Bassett, 
one count each grand larceny and 
possession of burglary tools, Dec. 
23, 2019. 

*Ronald Wayne Clifton, 49, of 
Bassett, grand larceny on May 19, 
2020. 

*Michael Eugene Cook, 57, of 
Axton, threaten to bomb, burn, 
damage, or destroy structure/ve-
hicle, Jan. 15, 2020. 

*Brian Keith Dawson, 31, of 
Ferrum, malicious wounding, 
March 20, 2020. 

*Sandrea Kay Dishman, 25, of 
Bassett, one count each grand larce-
ny and possess burglary tools, Dec. 
23, 2019. 

*Sonya Marie Hodges, 40, of 

Rocky Mount, shoplifting--3rd or 
subsequent off ense, Aug. 14, 2020. 

*Wesley Th ompson Martin, 53, 
of Appomattox, grand larceny, Oct. 
27, 2019. 

*Sanford Gregory Millner, 57, of 
Bassett, one count each aggravated 
malicious wounding, use of a fi re-
arm in the commission of a felony, 
possess fi rearm by violent felon, 
Aug. 22, 2020. 

*Daquan Deon Perkins, 24, of 
Martinsville, grand larceny of a mo-
tor vehicle, Sept. 2, 2020. 

*Omega Doindre Porter, 21, of 
Martinsville, grand larceny of a fi re-
arm, April 8, 2020. 

*Johny Allen Roberts, 34, of 
Axton, two counts abduction; one 
count each strangulation, endanger 
life of a child, attempted malicious 
wounding, attempted malicious 
wounding, destruction of property 
valued at more than $1,000, Sept. 
14, 2020. 

*Jeral Max Sunderland Jr., 56, 
of Bassett, strangulation, May 31, 
2020. 

*Joseph Berkley Taylor III, 36, of 
Martinsville, grand larceny, Jan. 14, 
2020. 

*Makunda Madhava Walters, 
34, of Sandy Ridge, N.C., shop-
lifting--$200 or more, March 26, 
2018. 

*Kati Lynn Yopp, 26, of Salem, 
two counts felony fail to appear, 

Aug. 14, 2020. 
*Brandon Shane Mitchell, 34, 

of Eden, N.C., three counts each 
felony shoplifting--$1,000 or more, 
and larceny with intent to sell/dis-
tribute--$1,000 or more, between 
Aug. 17-20, 2020. 

*Christopher Lee Eames, 29, of 
Bassett, one count each threaten 
to bomb, burn, destroy, or damage 
structure, and destruction of prop-
erty more than $1,000, June 28, 
2020. 

*Justin Dean Hurley, 20, of 
Martinsville, unlawful wounding, 
July 28, 2020. 

*Brent Elliott Jervis, 33, of Bas-
sett, malicious wounding, March 
18, 2020. 

*Richard Lee Putman, 67, of 
Fieldale, two counts assault and bat-
ter of law enforcement offi  cer, July 
29, 2020. 

*Jennifer Lynn Pettit, 43, of Roa-
noke, possess methamphetamine, 
July 16, 2020. 

*Matthew Alan Batty, 28, of Bas-
sett, break and enter building with 
intent to commit larceny, Aug. 26, 
2020. 

*Kenneth Ray Lockhart, 43, of 
Patrick Springs, possess morphine, 
Sept. 14, 2020. 

*Noah Hunter Kennedy, 19, of 
Bassett, three counts object sexual 

PHOTO BY BRANDON MARTIN
The Rev. Tyler Millner (center), pastor at Morning Star Holy 
Church, moderated a community forum on Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day. Also pictured are panelists (left to right), Lisa Millner, 
assistant superintendent in Henry County Public Schools; 
Jennifer Bowles, vice-mayor of the City of Martinsville; and 
Garrett Dillard, director of the Center for Community Learning.

Forum to honor 
MLK focuses on 
“beloved community”

In the spirit of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, community leaders 
in Martinsville-Henry County 
gathered for a public forum to 
discuss how to realize the late civil 
rights leader’s vision of “the be-
loved community.” 

Th e event was hosted at Morn-
ing Star Holy Church by the 
Rev. Tyler Millner, pastor of the 
church, and it featured the panel 
of Jennifer Bowles, vice mayor 
of the City of Martinsville; Lisa 
Millner, assistant superintendent 
at Henry County Public Schools; 
and Garrett Dillard, director 

of the Center for Community 
Learning. 

Panelists spoke at length about 
King’s vision of a “beloved com-
munity” and how racial relations 
can be improved in the local area. 

“Th e intergenerational impact 
of Dr. King’s legacy cannot be 
stated enough,” Bowles said. “His 
tireless commitment to creating a 
better society continues to perme-
ate the opportunities aff orded to 
us today. Th rough his sacrifi ces, 
we are reminded how far we have 
come and how far we have to go 
to make his dreams and our hopes 
of a better society a reality.”

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

in cohorts associated with 
Selvaraj. Some examples 
are educational institutes 
like Radford University 
and Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute.

“Th ere are multiple 
reasons why the location 
(in Ridgeway) is per-
fect,” Selvaraj said. “One 

of the reasons is Henry 
County is very close to 
the Greensboro airport. 
It’s used easily as an access 
for international travel. 
Th at’s the primary one. 
Plus, it is closer to (U.S.) 
220 and shipping is much 

See Cornerstone, page 7

Parker joins McAuliff e in fi ght 
for stricter gun legislation

Andy Parker, a former member of 
the Henry County Board of Supervi-
sors, joined former Gov. Terry McAu-
liff e, who plans to seek reelection, and 
other gun rights advocates for a virtual 
conversation about actions needed to 
prevent further gun-related violence in 
Virginia. 

Parker, whose daughter Alison was 
slain in an act of gun violence in 2015, 
has been seeking stricter gun reforms 
in her honor. 

“My beautiful and talented daugh-
ter, Alison, was murdered while she 
was doing a story on live television in 
2015,” Parker said. “It was diff erent 
from so many tragedies caused by gun 
violence because around 60,000 peo-
ple in the New River Valley actually 
saw this happen in real time. It became 
one of those moments that’s indelibly 

etched in people’s memories.”
After losing his daughter, Parker 

said he was distraught before realizing 
how he could make a diff erence.  

“As I was reeling that day from this 
soul-crushing thing, the worst thing 
that could happen to a father, I was 
grappling with ‘what do I do now with 
my shattered life,’” Parker said. “Th at 
afternoon, I had this epiphany that I 
had to do whatever it took to prevent 
another dad from experiencing that 
and going through what I was going 
through. Th is should not happen.”

Parker said he received a phone call 
from McAuliff e shortly after the inci-
dent. 

“It wasn’t long after I had this 
epiphany that I got a call from you 
(McAuliff e) and you were the only 
elected offi  cial to call me that day,” 
Parker said. “You weren’t trying to 
score any political points. You were a 
dad, just like me, trying to off er com-

fort to another dad.”
In preparation for his next run at 

the governorship, McAuliff e has re-
leased his plan to stifl e gun violence 
throughout the state by calling for a 
“ban the sale of military-style assault 
fi rearms and high-capacity magazines; 
strengthening Virginia’s background 
check law; prohibiting open carry of 
fi rearms in certain public spaces and 
allowing localities to intervene when 
there are public safety threats; prevent-
ing domestic violence abusers from ac-
cessing fi rearms; banning ‘ghost guns’ 
and all other undetectable fi rearms; 
closing the ‘hate crime’ loophole; 
treating gun violence as a public health 
epidemic;” and expanding awareness 
programs. 

McAuliff e said that 1,000 Virgin-
ians are killed every year from gun vio-
lence, or about three deaths each day. 

See Indictments, page 2 See Forum, page 5

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

Laminate Technologies 
to create 42 new 
jobs in Henry 
County expansion

See Legislation, page 5

See New Jobs, page 7
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Correct code
  6. Foundation
  9. A pulpy condition
 13. Venezuelan river
 14. Orange-red  chal-
cedony
 15. The shallowest Great
 16. Floating ice mountain
 17. Japanese cervids
 18. Special Interest Groups
 19. Divertimentos
 21. Indian wet nurses
 22. Flatfishes
 23. Haitian currency (abbr.)
 24. Southeast
 25. One point N of due W
 28. 10 decibels
 29. Wild oxes of SE Asia
 31. Ancient Greek City of 
SW Italy
 33. A passing glancing 
blow 
 36. Marriage announce-

ment
 38. Tandoor bread
 39. Mag_____: Time
 41. Portended
 44. Alicante’s 7th city
 45. Gulf of, in the Aegean
 46. Strike
 48. Hill (Celtic)
 49. Stuart Little’s author 
White
 51. Male sheep
 52. Indian dresses
 54. Pears
 56. Tardy arriver
 60. Smudge of ink
 61. Youngsters
 62. About aviation
 63. Small ornamental 
ladies’ bag
 64. Unreturnable serves
 65. Fante and Twi peoples
 66. Round shape
 67. Of she

 68. Beard lichen genus
 

CLUES DOWN
  1. Strikes lightly
  2. Fencing sword
  3. Hooked pericarp
  4. Entreats
  5. Edison’s Corp.
  6. Cooks in an oven
  7. Amounts of time
  8. Tooth caregiver
  9. Spellbind
 10. Solo opera piece
 11. Audible exhales
 12. Siddhartha author
 14. Coach’s game area
 17. Gross revenue
 20. Toff
 21. 1896 Italian defeat (alt. sp.)
 23. Auto fuel
 25. A woven structure
 26. Reveal a secret
 27. Hawaiian geese

 29. Brings into being
 30. Displaced liquid
 32. Frigid Zone
 34. Newsman Rather
 35. Prefix for inside
 37. Short-billed rails
 40. Sensory receptor
 42. Egyptian temple ___-
Ombo
 43. Challenges
 47. Photograph (slang)
 49. Declined gradually
 50. Tilapia nilotica
 52. One-edge sword
 53. Wets
 55. Small coins (French)
 56. Twine together
 57. The middle point
 58. Sea eagle
 59. Activist Parks
 61. Humbug
 65. Atomic #79
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Saturday, January 
23

Join the Spencer Penn Cen-
tre for Paint and Barn Quilt 
classes. Genie will host a 
“winter love” painting class 
from 1-4 p.m. on Jan. 23 and 
again on February 27. Cost is 
$20/members and $25/non-
members. Masks and social 
distancing are required for 
all in-person classes. Spots 
are filling up fast. Register by 
calling (276) 957-5757. 

Join Piedmont Arts for a 
Virtual Family Day from 11 
a.m., until 1 p.m. Led by 
Education Coordinator Sarah 
Short, this online-only event 
will feature story time, draw-

ing and an easy craft with 
items you can find around 
your house (paper, drawing 
utensils, scissors, toilet paper 
rolls), and a performance of 
the musical, The Little Red 
Hen, by Virginia Repertory 
Theatre. Virtual Family Day 
is appropriate for pre-K to 
third grade. For more infor-
mation, contact: (276) 632-
3221.  

Monday, January 
25

The Martinsville City 
School Board will hold a pub-
lic hearing on the FY22 School 
Budget at 6 p.m., in the City 
Municipal Building. A copy 
of the agenda can be found 

at https://go.boarddocs.com/
va/mart insvi l le/Board.nsf/
Public.

The Patrick Henry Com-
munity College Board will 
meet via Zoom at noon. This 
is a public meeting, but the 
committee will not receive 
public comment. Information 
for joining the Zoom session 
will be posted on the PHCC 
website, www.patrickhenry.
edu. 

Tuesday, January 
26

The Henry County Board 
of Supervisors will hold its 
regularly scheduled meeting 
in the Summerlin Meeting 

Room at the County Admin-
istration Building beginning 
at 3 p.m. 

Friday, January 
29

Piedmont Arts is hosting 
an impressionist paint night 
with Instructor Karen Despot 
as she leads students in paint-
ing an impressionistic vase 
filled with pink roses. All 
levels welcome. Create a 16 
x 20-inch acrylic painting on 
canvas. Advance registration 
is required. Social distancing 
and masks are required at all 
in-person classes. The class is 
$40/members and $45/non-
members. For more informa-
tion, call (276) 632-3221.  

Ongoing
MHC Coalition for Health 

and Wellness offers no con-
tact application assistance 
for Virginia’s free or low-cost 
Medicaid plans (Children’s 
Medicaid/FAMIS, pregnancy 
Medicaid and Adult Health 
Care (birth to 64-years-old). 
Applications completed by 
phone (no contact). Call or 
text Ann Walker (276) 732-
0509 to see if you qualify.

Southern Area Agency on 
Aging: SAAA is offering a 
series of “Fearless Caregiver 
Guides” free to caregivers. 
Call the SAAA at (276) 632-
6442, 1-800-468-4571, or 
email info@southernaaa.org.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

the Habitual Off ender Act-
-2nd or subsequent off ense, 
March 11, 2020.  

*Joey Edward Eanes, 55, 
of Axton, one count each 
possess methamphetamine 
with intent to distribute, 
possess oxycodone, possess 
hydromorphone, possess bu-
prenorphine and naloxone, 
elude police--speed 20 mph 
or more over limit, Sept. 16, 
2020. 

*Bryan Dean Hill, 40, of 
Martinsville, one count each 
grand larceny of a fi rearm, 
Dec. 18, 2018 and felony fail 
to appear, Oct. 22, 2019. 

*Douglas Peter Hopkins, 
35, of Collinsville, DUI--3rd 
or subsequent off ense within 
10 years, July 26, 2020. 

*Bobby Eugene Leagans, 
40, of Bassett, grand larceny, 
Sept. 29, 2020. 

*Samantha Ann Mays, 
27, of Martinsville, shoplift-
ing--3rd or subsequent of-
fense, Feb. 8, 2020.

*Darol Eugene Meeks Jr., 
45, of Martinsville, possess 
methamphetamine, Oct. 30, 
2020. 

*Joshua Andrew Moore, 
30, of Axton, obtain money 
by false pretense--3rd or 
subsequent off ense, July 26, 
2020. 

*Michael Paul Murray, 
21, of Bassett, one count 
each shoplifting--3rd or sub-
sequent off ense, obtain mon-
ey by false pretense--3rd or 
subsequent off ense, and pet-
ty larceny--3rd or subsequent 
off ense, Sept. 29, 2020. 

*Donna Jean Nelson, 55, 
of Martinsville, grand lar-
ceny, Sept. 29, 2020. 

*Joshua Shane Nelson, 
33, of Martinsville, grand 
larceny, Sept. 29, 2020. 

*Charncey Lamont 
Th omas, 39, of Bassett, one 
count each strangulation and 
aggravated malicious wound-
ing, June 25, 2020. 

*Robert Glenn Wagoner 
Jr., 37, of Bassett, one count 

each malicious wounding 
and elude police, Oct. 6, 
2020. 

*Nakita Darchell Waller, 
33, of Collinsville, felony fail 
to appear, Oct. 20, 2020. 

*Douglas Peter Hopkins, 
35, of Collinsville, operate 
vehicle after license revoked 
for prior DUI conviction-
-endangerment, July 26, 
2020. 

*Michael Th omas Brown, 
45, of Bassett, one count 
each grand larceny and pos-
sess burglary tools, Dec. 23, 
2019. 

*Sheila Gay Dillon, 37, of 
Bassett, one count each grand 
larceny and possess burglary 
tools, Dec. 23, 2019. 

*Oryan Deon Wimbush, 
37, of Bassett, one count 
each possess methamphet-
amine and cocaine, Sept. 30, 
2020. 

*Dakota Christopher 
Foley, 22, of Bassett, one 
count each larceny of check, 
forgery, utter a forged check, 
obtain money by false pre-
tense--$500 or more, and 
identity fraud--$500 or 
more, April 28, 2020; credit 
card theft, credit card fraud 
less than $1,000, and obtain 
money by false pretense less 
than $1,000, Nov. 15, 2020. 

*Joseph David Woods, 
51, of Axton, two counts 
indecent liberties with child, 
one count each aggravated 
sexual battery, carnal knowl-
edge of child, forcible sod-
omy, and object sexual pen-
etration, between Dec. 12, 
2011 and July 19, 2020. 

*Latasha Carter Palmer, 
45, of Martinsville, one 
count each use of fi rearm in 
the commission of a felony, 
destruction of property more 
than $1,000, assault, bran-
dish a fi rearm, and break and 
enter dwelling while armed 
with deadly intent, June 19, 
2020. 

*Amy Jane Sherwood, 43, 
of Martinsville, one count 

each hit and run, and drive 
without a driver’s license, July 
5, 2020. 

*Damian Scott Fontaine, 
30, of Martinsville, worthless 
check--3rd or subsequent of-
fense, Sept. 25, 2020. 

*Jonathan Douglas Story, 
35, of Rocky Mount, obtain 
money by false pretense. July 
6, 2020. 

*Mark Keith Hylton, 54, 
of Martinsville, one count 
each hit and run, fail to drive 
on the right side of the high-
way, and fail to wear seatbelt, 
Oct. 29, 2020. 

*Desiray Denise Diggs, 
28, of Martinsville, one 
count each hit and run, reck-
less driving, and endanger 
life of a child, July 14, 2020. 

*Mada Maeling Smith, 
53, of Martinsville, one 
count each false statement to 
fi rearm dealer and attempt 
to purchase fi rearm while 
subject to a protective order, 
Oct. 28, 2020. 

*Dontra Lamark Penn, 
33, of Martinsville, one 
count each possess marijua-
na with intent to distribute, 
and possess marijuana with 
intent to distribute within 
1,000 feet of school, Nov. 
28, 2018. 

*Charles Andrew Bolling, 
41, of Bassett, possess fen-
tanyl with intent to distrib-
ute, Aug. 2, 2020. 

*Timothy William Turn-
er, 35, of Bassett, possess 
methamphetamine, Aug. 
17, 2020. 

*Jorge Luis Gomez-Ve-
ga, 40, of Collinsville, one 
count each false statement to 
fi rearm dealer and attempt 
to possess fi rearm by illegal 
alien, July 9, 2019. 

*Lucas Aaron Stone, 27, 
of Bassett, two counts dis-
tribute fentanyl and one 
count each distribute trama-
dol and methamphetamine, 
between Aug. 11-20, 2020. 

(Visit www.henrycounty-
enterprise.com for more)

penetration, Aug.14, 2018 
and Aug. 13, 2019. 

*Raven Baylee Jo-
hanknecht, 24, of Patrick 
Springs, possess heroin, Sept. 
5, 2020. 

*Tonia Sue Barnes, 43, of 
Bassett, receive stolen prop-
erty--3rd or subsequent of-
fense, May 30, 2020. 

*David Robert Canna-
day, 52, of Martinsville, one 
count each possess metham-
phetamine with intent to 
distribute; possess marijuana-
-2nd or subsequent off ense; 
possess buprenorphine and 
naloxone with intent to dis-
tribute, May 1, 2020; and 
felony fail to appear on Nov. 

5, 2020. 
*Jennifer Lynn Coleman, 

36, of Martinsville, possess 
methamphetamine, Sept. 17, 
2020. 

*Jerri Jean Dehart, 50, of 
Ridgeway, one count each 
shoplifting--3rd or subse-
quent off ense, Sept. 28, 
2019; felonious violation of 

Indictments from page 1
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CUSTOM DESIGNED JEWELRY
GOLD & SILVER

JEWELRY & WATCH REPAIR

LOCATED
2440 B Greensboro Rd.
Martinsville, VA 24112

(276) 790-3621
(276) 340-1466

jewelersedge@gmail.com
CHECK US OUT ON

Facebook & Instagram
facebook.com/jewelersedge

@jewelerersedge
Tues.-Fri. 9:30-5:30, Sat. 9:30-4, Sun.-Mon. Closed

SPECIALS
www.raniasrestaurant.comRESTAURANT

BAR AND GRILL

Live Piano

$8.00 - Super Family Nacho
$11.00 - 12-Piece Stuffed Mushroom w/ Crabmeat
$24.00 - 8oz Grilled Filet Mignon w/ Baked Potato,

mushrooms, & red wine sauce

and tangerine cream sauce

$13.00 - Chicken & shrimp in mild chipotle pepper sauce 
w/ fettucine pasta

Special Dessert! $5.00 Homemade Tiramisu

Visit 

http://www.

henrycounty

enterprise.com 

for updates

Dashboard launched to include COVID-
19 outbreaks in higher education 

Th e Virginia Department 
of Health (VDH) launched 
a COVID-19  Outbreaks 
in Virginia Higher Educa-
tion dashboard. 

Th is dashboard includes 
confi rmed outbreaks report-
ed to VDH among public 
and private colleges and 
universities since August 1, 
2020 and helps to provide 
awareness of the spread of 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 
causes COVID-19, in col-
leges and universities state-
wide.

Only distinct confi rmed 
COVID-19 outbreaks in-
vestigated by VDH local 
health departments, and the 
associated cases and deaths 
related to an outbreak are 
included. A confi rmed CO-
VID-19 outbreak means 
that there were two or more 
confi rmed COVID-19 cases 

associated with a particular 
setting.

VDH collaborates with 
Virginia colleges and uni-
versities to investigate and 
report outbreaks. Accompa-
nying the VDH COVID-19 
Outbreaks in Virginia High-
er Education dashboard is a 
separate website hosted by 
college and universities that 
presents the number of CO-
VID-19 cases reported at 
their institutions,  www.co-
vid19.va.education. VDH 
is not involved in collection 
of the data presented or the 
maintenance of this website 
hosted by colleges and uni-
versities.

For clarifi cation, VDH 
will present only  outbreak-
associated COVID-19 cases 
and deaths on the COV-
ID-19 Outbreaks in Virgin-
ia Higher Education dash-

board. Th e dashboard does 
not include the total num-
ber of cases at the college or 
university. Some colleges or 
universities separately track 
and report the number of 
cases associated with their 
school or community and 
may use diff erent methods 
than VDH. Th erefore, it is 
not expected that the num-
bers on the VDH dashboard 
and numbers reported on 
individual dashboards cre-
ated by the colleges and uni-
versities will match.

If you have questions 
about the data on the sepa-
rate website hosted by the 
colleges and universities, 
please direct those inquiries 
to the specifi c college or uni-
versity.

(Visit www.henrycounty-
enterprise.com)

Uptown partnership 
receives planning grant

Th e newly formed Up-
town Partnership (UP) re-
ceived a two-year $350,200 
planning grant to support 
the organization’s develop-
ment. 

Uptown Partnership 
was established to drive the 
revitalization of Uptown 
Martinsville by creating 
a vibrant business district 
fi lled with high quality resi-
dential, entertainment and 
cultural spaces that meet the 
diverse needs of the greater 
Martinsville – Henry Coun-
ty region. 

“Partnerships are key to 
a sustainable Uptown,” said 
Beverly Pitzer, community 
reinvestment act offi  cer for 
Carter Bank & Trust and 
treasurer of Uptown Part-
nership.  “We are adding 
fuel and energy to help us all 
succeed. We aren’t looking 
to reinvent the wheel. Th e 
area has had at least a half a 
dozen studies over the years 
that have all said that the 
success of the Martinsville 
– Henry County region de-
pends on the success of Up-
town. We have been work-
ing with the Chamber, the 
EDC, and the City in this 
fi rst, truly unprecedented, 
year. We want to expand 
our partnerships regionally 
as success for one is success 
for all.”

UP is currently working 
towards becoming a Desig-
nated Virginia Main Street 
program which will allow 
the organization to have ac-
cess to resources and fund-
ing at the state level. It also 
will hire an executive direc-
tor that will assist volunteers 
in implementing the Main 
Street 4 Point Approach 
that focuses on organiza-
tion, promotion, design and 
economic vitality. 

Th rough a series of vi-
sioning sessions, the UP 
board has identifi ed two 
thematic strategies that align 
with the National Main 
Street Approach: “Uptown 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The Uptown Partners board is pictured on Main Street.

Living” and “Hand-made; 
Craft-made & Artisan.”

“Uptown Living” aims 
to improve amenities and 
home furnishings that 
make living in Uptown 
attractive. One key to re-
vitalization of districts like 
Uptown is to increase the 
number of people living 
directly in the district and 
in nearby areas. While 
there are several residential 
projects in the works that 
should make nearly 100 
new housing units available 
in the next 18 months, fi ll-
ing them will require the 
creation of an attractive 
and pedestrian friendly at-
mosphere. 

“Our goal is to increase 
the population of the Up-
town district, including 
the surrounding residential 
neighborhoods from Five 
Points east to Starling, and 
Commonwealth south to 
Memorial, by at least 500 
people in the next couple 
of years,” said Leutisha 
Galloway, an Uptown Part-
nership board member and 
director of the Fayette Area 
Historical Initiative. “Proj-
ects like the Chief Tassell 
and BB&T are big and 
obvious, but there are a lot 
of smaller investors putting 
in a couple units here and 
there. We want to support 
them in getting those built 

and fi lled.”
A focus on the “Hand-

made; Craft-made & Arti-
san” approach means local 
makers specializing in food, 
art, furniture, jewelry, or 
beer will be welcomed and 
marketed to UP residents 
and visitors. 

“Martinsville was built 
with the minds and hands 
of our parents and grand-
parents in our local facto-
ries. We have always cre-
ated and now we want to 
rebuild our future as a place 
where people can come 
and create viable businesses 
with both their intellectual 
expertise and the sweat of 
their eff orts,” explained 
Natalie Hodge, Vice Presi-
dent of Uptown Partner-
ship.

“Th e Harvest founda-
tion is focused on creating a 
vibrant Martinsville/Henry 
County,” said president, 
Kate Keller. “A thriving 
Uptown is central to the 
success of our region. We 
believe the Uptown Part-
nership is a diverse group 
of residents and business 
owners that can bring our 
shared vision to life.” 

For more information 
about UP and its programs, 
visit www.martinsvilleup.
com. 

(Visit www.henrycoun-
tyenterprise.com)

Bassett Furniture Industries, 
Inc.  (Nasdaq:  BSET) recently 
announced that its Board of 
Directors has declared a regular 
quarterly dividend of $0.125 per 
share of common stock, payable 
on February 26, 2021 to share-

holders of record at the close of 
business on February 12, 2021.

Bassett Furniture Indus-
tries, Inc.  (NASDAQ:BSET), 
is a leading manufacturer and 
marketer of high quality home 
furnishings. With 97 company- 

and licensee-owned stores at the 
time of this release,  Bassett  has 
leveraged its strong brand name 
in furniture into a network of 
corporate and licensed stores 
that focus on providing consum-
ers with a friendly environment 

for buying furniture and acces-
sories. Bassett’s retail strategy 
includes stylish, custom-built 
furniture that features the lat-
est on-trend furniture styles, 
free in-home design visits, and 
coordinated decorating acces-

sories.  Bassett  also has a tradi-
tional wholesale business with 
more than 700 accounts on the 
open market, across  the United 
States and internationally and a 
logistics business specializing in 
home furnishings. For more in-
formation, visit the Company’s 
website at bassettfurniture.com. 

(Visit www.henrycountyen-
terprise.com)

New partnership off ers 
health insurance help

Th e COVID-19 pan-
demic has left hundreds 
of thousands of Virginians 
without jobs and health 
insurance coverage. Project 
Connect, a special new part-
nership among the Virginia 
Health Care Foundation 
(VHCF), the Tobacco Re-
gion Revitalization Com-
mission (TRRC), and the 
Harvest Foundation (HF) 
has just been launched to 
help many local residents 
obtain needed health insur-
ance from the state. 

Th e Commission and 
HF have provided funding 
to VHCF for an Outreach 
Worker who will provide 
1:1 application assistance 
to families and individuals 
interested in obtaining state 
coverage. Eff ective imme-
diately, Ann Walker at the 
Martinsville-Henry County 
Coalition for Health & 
Wellness is available to pro-
vide information about Vir-
ginia’s Medicaid program 
and to help people apply. 
She can be reached at (276) 
732-0509. 

“Many of those newly 
unemployed or whose 
hours have been cut by the 
pandemic may not realize 
they now qualify for Med-
icaid coverage. VHCF’s 
Outreach Workers are spe-
cially trained to assist local 
citizens with the application 
and enrollment process to 
ensure they have cover-
age for the medical care, 

behavioral health services, 
and prescription medicines 
they need,” said Deborah 
Oswalt, VHCF’s Executive 
Director.

“We are committed to 
helping area residents navi-
gate the Medicaid applica-
tion process to get needed 
coverage and to do so safely 
in a remote or socially dis-
tanced way,” stated Barbara 
Jackman, Executive Di-
rector of the Martinsville-
Henry County Coalition 
for Health and Wellness.  

Tobacco Commission 
Chairman, Edward  Ow-
ens said, “Th ere is nothing 
more important than the 
health and wellbeing of 
our communities and I am 
proud that the Commission 
is supporting this eff ort to 
ensure that as many people 
in Southern and South-
west Virginia have access 
to care as possible. While 
the Tobacco Commission is 
usually associated with job 
creation eff orts, it is impor-
tant that we have a healthy 
workforce if we are to real-
ize the Commission’s vi-
sion of developing a diverse 
economy in the regions we 
serve.”  

“We’re delighted to 
partner with the Tobacco 
Commission and VHCF 
to bring Project Connect 
to Martinsville and Henry 
County during these un-
precedented times. Com-
prehensive health insurance 

provided by Medicaid will 
not only improve the health 
of those covered, but is criti-
cal to this area’s economic 
health,” said Kate Keller, 
President of the Harvest 
Foundation. 

Th ere are multiple ways 
to apply for Medicaid 
health coverage. In addi-
tion to the newly funded 
Outreach Worker, a person 
can visit coverva.org or call 
Cover Virginia at (855) 
242-8282 for additional in-
formation about Medicaid 
or assistance applying for 
coverage.  

Th e Virginia Health 
Care Foundation is a non-
profi t public/private part-
nership with a mission to 
increase access to primary 
health care for uninsured 
and medically underserved 
Virginians. Th e Foundation 
was initiated by the Gen-
eral Assembly and its Joint 
Commission on Health 
Care in 1992. Since its in-
ception, it has funded 437 
community-based initia-
tives across the Common-
wealth, and its programs 
and partnerships have 
touched the lives of more 
than 700,000 uninsured 
Virginians.

For more information 
about VHCF and its pro-
grams, partnerships, and 
initiatives, visit www.vhcf.
org or call (804) 828-5804.

(Visit www.henrycoun-
tyenterprise.com)

Fair sponsor announced, 
registration for pageant underway 

County offi  cials announced that Visit-
Martinsville has signed on to be the ‘Pre-
senting Sponsor’ of the Henry County 
Fair, as registration gets underway for the 
Miss Henry County Fair Pageant.

Th e pageant will be held on Saturday, 
June 5 at the Henry County Recreation 
Center, 395 John Redd Blvd., Collinsville. 
It is presented by B99.9 radio, Southern 
Virginia’s Country Station. 

“We are excited to have B99.9 as the 
sponsor of the pageant. Th eir station has 
been a very popular fi xture in our commu-
nity for decades and their sponsorship will 
be vital to promoting the pageant and the 
fair,” said Roger Adams director of Parks 
and Recreation for Henry County and also 
the director of the Henry County Fair. 

Th e winner of the “Miss Category,” 
which is for ages 17 – 22, will be the of-
fi cial pageant representative of the Henry 
County Fair. 

Th ere also are eight other age categories, 
from “Beautiful Baby” through Adults. 

In addition to awards and prizes, the 
Miss Category Winner will receive a $500 
scholarship and will compete in the 2022 
Miss Virginia Fair Competition at Th e 
Omni Homestead Resort. 

Each contestant in all the age categories 
will receive a tiara and gift, and the winners 
will receive additional prizes. 

More information can be found out 
about VisitMartinsville at www.visitmar-
tinsville.com, on Facebook @visitmartins-
ville and on Instagram @visitmartinsville. 

Th e Henry County Fair will be held 
September 22 – 25 on the grounds at Mar-
tinsville Speedway, and will lead into the 
ValleyStar Credit Union 300 race at Mar-
tinsville Speedway on September 25. A

Anyone seeking more information 
about the pageant can contact the Henry 
County Parks and Recreation Offi  ce at 
(276) 634-4640 or visit the fair website at 
www.henrycountyvafair.com.

(Visit www.henrycountyenterprise.com 
for more)

Bassett announces regular quarterly dividend

Partners sought for summer meals program
Th e Virginia Depart-

ment of Education is seek-
ing partners to participate 
in the commonwealth’s 
Summer Food Service Pro-
gram this year to ensure 
that children have access 
to nutritious meals during 
months when school is not 
in session.

Th e department reim-
burses approved organiza-
tions for meals served and 
for associated administra-
tive costs. In addition, all 
participants receive train-
ing and technical assistance 
from VDOE.

Th e Summer Food Ser-
vice Program operates at 
sites such as schools, public 
housing centers, commu-
nity centers, playgrounds, 
camps, parks and churches. 
Organizations that may 
qualify to participate in the 
program include public 
and private schools, local 
governments, public and 
nonprofi t private residen-
tial summer camps, and 
nonprofi t faith-based and 
community-based organi-
zations.

“Summer meal pro-
grams play a critical role in 
bridging the gap between 
school years and ensuring 
that children have access 
to nutritious meals during 
the summer months and 
are ready to learn when 

the new school year begins 
in August or September,” 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction James Lane said. 
“I’d also like to express my 
gratitude to our 2020 sum-
mer food service partners 
for their amazing and heroic 
eff orts to keep children fed 
during the pandemic.”

Despite the challenges 
posed by COVID-19, Vir-
ginia’s 139 Summer Food 
Service Program partner or-
ganizations served more than 
14 million meals to children 
between June and August 

last year.
Th e program — which 

is funded by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture 
— allows organizations to 
combine a feeding program 
with another activity in com-
munities where at least 50% 
of the children are eligible for 
free and reduced-price meals.

Information for organiza-
tions interested in applying 
to participate in the Summer 
Food Service Program — in-
cluding details on applica-
tion deadlines — is avail-
able on the VDOE website.
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2020.
In November 2020, 

the Salvation Army of 
Martinsville made a 
call for help to #Res-
cue Christmas for those 
facing poverty, and our 
community answered at 
the Red Kettle. In a year 
of unprecedented need, 
we expected a possible 
50 percent decrease in 

fundraising at the Red 
Kettle. Instead, we were 
able to exceed  our goal 
and provide help to so 
many in need. Th at is 
because of partners, do-
nors, and tireless workers 
who stepped up amid the 
aff ects by #COVID19 in 
2020. 

If you donated to 
Th e Salvation Army in 

2020, your help Rescued 
Christmas for more than 
1,000 local families as 
well their children. 

“But we cannot aff ord 
to forget the need contin-
ues in 2021. Like every-
one else, we are also mak-
ing adjustments to make 
sure we can help serve the 
community safely and ef-
fectively as long funding 
and resources are avail-
able. We help with elec-
tric and rental assistance, 
food and clothing. It is 

our goal to make sure 
hope is restored in the 
household here at Th e 
Salvation Army” said Lt. 
Bradly Mumford. 

If you missed your op-
portunity or would like 
to continue helping us 
with our mission to serve 
the community, consider 
donating to us at P.O. 
Box 551 Martinsville, VA 
24114 or visit us online 
at: https://salvationar-
mypotomac.org/martins-
villecorps/.

OPINION

More than 25 years ago, I had 
a dream: a dream of owning my 
own restaurant, a simple sort of 
place where families could come 
and enjoy a great-tasting, reason-
ably-priced hamburger, a basket 
of endless fries, and the best dang 
milkshake in town. 

It took a lot of hard work to 
reach my goal. I cleaned out my 
savings account. I worked day and 
night to renovate the restaurant. I 
think I still have paint under my 
fi ngernails from that mural in the 
Kidz Zone! But I saw it through, 
and over the decades, I’ve watched 
my business grow.

Yes, for 25 years, Big Bud’s 
Burgers has been a pillar in this 
community, a place where every-
one knows their dollar will stretch 
and no one leaves unhappy. 

But now, after all this time, I’m 
starting to worry that I’m going to 
have to shut my doors. People just 
aren’t coming in like they used to. 

I’ve seen hurtful threads on Face-
book encouraging people to boy-
cott my business. Just the other 
day, someone wrote a very foul 
message on the front window. It’s 
an absolute travesty.

All this, just because the police 
recently outed me for being Th e 
Flatwoods Strangler.

Listen: everyone has a part of 
their life they keep to themselves. 
We shouldn’t boycott people just 
because of what they do or think 
in private! Maybe your aunt 
doesn’t like dogs, or your grandpa 
voted for Lyndon LaRouche, or 
your cousin was discovered to be 
responsible for more than 70 stran-
gulations occurring in and around 
Flatwoods township between 1981 
and present. Th at doesn’t mean 
you should just cut that person 
out of your life. Th at seems pretty 
judgmental to me.

It seems like about half this 
country believes that the other half 

isn’t entitled to their own opinion 
anymore. Th ey aren’t willing to 
simply “agree to disagree.” No, it’s 
“my way or the highway” for them! 
Well, I’m tired of it. We could all 
stand to be a little more accepting 
around here.

Just a few months ago, a fellow 
came into the restaurant wearing 

a shirt with one of those rainbow 
“Pride” fl ags on it. Did I agree with 
that shirt? No. But did I kick him 
out of my restaurant? Of course 
not. Part of being a bigger person 
is simply accepting someone even 
when you don’t agree with them.

But of course, when I was get-
ting shoved into a squad car after 
a grizzled, long-retired detective 
fi nally connected me to the series 
of horrifi c stranglings that had 
plagued the town of Flatwoods 
for forty years, who was right there 
shouting hurtful things such as 
“MURDERER!” at me? Yep, you 
guessed it, ol’ rainbow shirt.

Th e hypocrisy is just amazing. 
Just because I strangled his brother, 
that doesn’t give him the right to 
judge me. 

My whole life, nothing has 
brought me more joy than serving 
delicious, home-cooked meals to 
the fi ne folks of this community, 
and also strangling people. Now, 

it seems as though I’m a victim of 
“cancel culture.” I’ve been ostra-
cized by the very community that 
I have come to love and terrorize. 
Th is has all just gotten so far out 
of hand.

You know, our Founding Fa-
thers were pretty smart. Th ey came 
up with a little something called 
“Th e First Amendment.” Maybe 
you’ve heard of it. If you haven’t, 
let me break it down for you: Th e 
First Amendment gives me the 
right to say and do whatever I want 
and strangle whomever I want 
without ever having to face any 
kind of consequences, ever, for the 
rest of my life. Maybe you ought 
to read your Constitution, it’s right 
there in black and white.

To all those who still support 
me and my business, I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. And 
to all those who have tried to can-
cel me, well, you’d better check 
your locks. 

By Ben R. Williams
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I can’t believe people are boycotting my business 
just because I’m The Flatwoods Strangler

Closing the digital divide 
is a challenge for American 
society in the 21st century 
that must be met. Internet 
connectivity brings with it 
economic growth, educa-
tional opportunities, indi-
vidual quality of life, and 
many other assets, but rural 
areas lag behind urban ones 
in access to reliable internet 
service. Making the Ameri-
can dream available to all 
citizens requires building 
out internet infrastructure 
from sea to shining sea.

Fortunately, great strides 
in this eff ort have been 
made by the Federal Com-
munications Commission 
(FCC) under the leadership 
of outgoing Chairman Ajit 
Pai. Th e FCC has paid at-
tention to the needs of rural 
communities such as those 
found throughout Virginia’s 
Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict, targeting funding and 
supporting creative initia-

tives that will help more 
Americans obtain reliable 
and fast internet access.

One of these initiatives 
in our region has captured 
signifi cant attention re-
cently.

Wise County Public 
Schools will be the ben-
efi ciary of a program that 
uses low-orbit satellites to 
provide high-speed broad-
band in rural and isolated 
areas. Forty-fi ve families in 
the county will receive free 
internet access through this 
technology.

Th e FCC has approved 
applications from various 
companies planning to use 
satellites to provide broad-
band access and has also 
awarded money to help 
these providers serve rural 
areas. 

Th e diffi  culties of con-
necting Southwest Virginia 
are representative of the 
problems satellite broad-
band connectivity aims to 
fi x: the traditional method 
of laying fi ber optic cables 

is expensive in isolated areas 
with diffi  cult terrain. Satel-
lites present an alternative 
for getting these areas on-
line.

I have supported the 
FCC’s move in this area, 
and I am pleased that some 
residents in our area will 
benefi t directly from them 
in the immediate future.

Th e FCC has not only 
advanced innovative ways 
to close the digital divide, 
but it has supported them 
with unprecedented levels 
of funding.

Last year, the FCC held 
its Phase I auction for the 
Rural Digital Opportunity 
Fund, which will ultimately 
total a $20.4 billion eff ort. 
Phase I targets 10.4 million 
Americans in rural areas 
with no broadband access, 
and it prioritizes service at 
higher speeds. 

In the jurisdictions of 
the Ninth District, 31,038 
locations will be served and 
a total of $23,405,973.49 
funded. Th ese investments 

will make a substantial dif-
ference. Out of the 29 cities 
and counties making up the 
Ninth District, 22 of them 
received money, including 
$7,718,764.40 to Patrick 
County, $306,730.16 to 
Lee County, $256,562.20 
to Montgomery County, 
and $33,632.30 to Craig 
County.

Phase II will focus on 
areas that are deemed par-
tially served as well as any 
unserved areas left over 
from Phase I.

Th e FCC has also en-
couraged the use of tele-
health, which has great po-
tential to expand access and 
aff ordability in rural health 
care.

Since 2017, funding for 
the FCC’s Rural Health 
Care Program increased 
by 43 percent. Th e com-
mission also allowed fund-
ing from previous years to 
carry forward, so the over-
all result was that funding 
for the program doubled 
from $400 million in 2017 

to $802.7 million for the 
2020 funding year.

Th e FCC also moved 
forward with the Con-
nected Care Pilot Program, 
a step announced by FCC 
Commissioner Brendan 
Carr at the Tri-Area Com-
munity Health Center in 
Laurel Fork in 2019. Th e 
program is a $100 million 
initiative to support tele-
health services to low-in-
come Americans, including 
those in rural areas.

Quick action and fl ex-
ibility provided by the FCC 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic has also been in-
valuable. In March, Chair-
man Pai launched the Keep 
Americans Connected 
Pledge asking providers not 
to cut broadband and tele-
phone service during the 
pandemic. Over 800 com-
panies made this commit-
ment, including providers 
serving the Ninth District.

As hospital facilities 
turned their focus to re-
sponding to the coronavi-
rus, the FCC launched a 
$200 million COVID-19 
Telehealth Program so pa-
tients could receive health 

care in their homes or at 
mobile locations, ensuring 
they did not go without the 
care they needed.

Additional FCC actions 
during the pandemic in-
cluded more funding and 
waiving regulations to assist 
schools and libraries with 
connectivity to continue 
providing services to stu-
dents. As schools shifted to 
remote learning, these mea-
sures gave them a lifeline so 
students would not com-
pletely miss out on further 
education.

Th ere is much to do still 
to close the digital divide. I 
know too many Ninth Dis-
trict residents lack the reli-
able broadband service they 
need. To get there, I hope 
the next FCC Chair adopts 
the same forward-thinking 
and innovative approach 
as Chairman Pai during his 
time leading the commis-
sion.

If you have questions, 
concerns, or comments, 
call my Abingdon offi  ce at 
276-525-1405, my Chris-
tiansburg offi  ce at 540-381-
5671, or via email at www.
morgangriffi  th.house.gov.

Morgan Griffith
9th District U.S. Rep.

Call to action:
Be a doer, be a risk taker

Strides in closing the digital divide

Salvation Army thankful for partners
Th e Salvation Army is 

thankful to Red Kettle 
partners that stood by us 

and even stepped up their 
support despite the chal-
lenges of COVID-19 in 

The 2021 Celebration of the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. holi-
day in Martinsville and Henry 
County was tremendous, with ac-
tivities intentionally designed to 
focus on citizens picking up the 
torch and committing to work 
cooperatively to fulfill the dream.

Given what happened at the 
Capitol on Jan. 6, there is the 
temptation to fight back and 
meet violence with more vio-
lence. In all quarters and with 
each presenter, the message King 
profoundly taught and demon-
strated was that we are to protest, 
but always through nonviolence.  

A concerted effort was made to 
let King’s words be heard. Words 
such as, “I have decided to stick 
with love. Hate is too great a 
burden to bear;” “The time is al-
ways right to do what is right;” 
“Constructive ends can never 
give absolute moral justification 
to destructive means, because in 
the final analysis, the end is pre-
existent in the mean;” “For while 
the nonviolent resister is passive 
in the sense that he is not physi-

cally aggressive toward his oppo-
nent, his mind and emotions are 
always active, constantly seeking 
to persuade his opponent that he 
is wrong.”

A message from the King cel-
ebration to the community is that 
we are to embrace nonviolence, 
both with social change and to 
impress upon our government 
the change required to have a just 
and equitable society.

A second message is this: Citi-
zens are encouraged to read the 
Constitution, both to have a re-
freshed knowledge of our form 
of government and to know what 
happened in Washington a cou-
ple weeks was un-American. Such 
action is a crime and detriment to 
our democratic way of life.

It would be to our advantage, 
as concerned and active citizens, 
to subscribe to the ethics and 
morals exemplified by Dr. King: 
Nonviolence, love instead of 
hate, and do what is right.

Another emphasis is that of en-
gagement, getting involved and 
contributing to building the be-

loved community. 
Again, the words of Dr. King 

should be a guide: “Human prog-
ress is neither automatic nor in-
evitable. Every step toward the 
goal of justice requires sacrifice, 
suffering, and struggle, the tire-
less exertions and passionate con-
cern of dedicated individuals.”

Two other key points are be 
truthful and always be guided by 
truth – not falsehoods or a fake 
narrative.

A final point to emphasize 
is all the things that need to be 
done with a range of options and 
diversity of roles. 

“Each person can serve.” Again, 
hear the words of Dr. King, “Ev-
erybody can be great because any-
body can serve. You don’t have to 
have a college degree to serve. 
You don’t have to make your sub-
ject and verb agree to serve. You 
only need a heart full of grace. A 
soul generated by love.”

By the Rev. Tyler C. Millner,
Morning Star Holy Church

RELIGION VIEWPOINTS
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Age Old Questions as Answered by Protestants,
using Catechisms and Confessions of Faith.

 While originally meant to be memorized these were the tools 
used in Europe to educate a semi-literate population.

Commoners in Europe as they read the Bible for the first time in their own languages 
began to ask,  “what does the Bible teach, ” and the Catechisms and Confession of Faith 

were used to answer questions using scripture versus alone. 
 

For a Glimpse at these, do an online search for “Catechisms.”

The Westminster Catechisms
 

- Confessions of Faith, Source Manuscripts

 
for more information or to form a WebEx forum.

Phone: (276) 694-0297 and internet: lindahalstead5@gmail.com 

95.5 FM
Bible Broadcasting Network

95.5FM or Online 24/7 
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OBITUARIES
Douglass Otto Moore

Douglass Otto Moore, 
68, of Martinsville, Virginia 
passed away Monday, Janu-
ary 18, 2021, at SOVAH 
Health of Martinsville. He 
was born May 28, 1952, in 
Maryland to the late Otto 
and Dorothy Mae Cope-
land Moore. He enjoyed 
reading the Bible and work-
ing puzzles. Mr. Moore at-
tended Highland Baptist 
Church.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his wife, Diane Moore; and 
brother, Roger Moore.

Mr. Moore is survived by 
his sister, Deborah Moore.

All services will be pri-
vate.

Wright Funeral Service 
& Crematory is serving the 
family. Online condolenc-
es may be made at www.
wrightfuneralservices.net.

John Wayne Davidson
John Wayne Davidson, 

77, of Ridgeway, Virginia 
passed away Monday, Janu-
ary 18, 2021, at SOVAH 
Health of Martinsville. He 
was born September 1, 1943 
in Saltville, Virginia to the 
late John H. Davidson and 
Kansas Ernest Davidson. He 
loved music and played the 
bass, mandolin, guitar and 
banjo. John loved the Lord, 
his “Carol”, his family and 
friends. He loved playing 
music for the Lord.  John played in many 
bands throughout his life, which included 
Johnson & Co, Stage Coach, and Th e 
Southern Gentlemen. He enjoyed picking 
with the Bojangles crowd. He was known for 
his love of music and his banjo. He worked 
for American Furniture for 45 years.

In addition to his parents, he was preced-
ed in death by a son, Darren Davidson; sister, 

Judy Davidson; and brother, 
Ronnie Davidson.

Mr. Davidson is sur-
vived by his wife, Carolyn 
Mabes Davidson; daugh-
ters, Sharon Smith, Nikki 
Holland (Mitchell); son, 
Danny Davidson (Dana); 
step-daughters, Leslie Ra-
mey (Rick), Angie Morton, 
Amy Garland (James), Jackie 
Manuel (Daniel); sisters, 
Peggy DeBord, Dolly Carter 
(Robert); brother, Dan Da-

vidson (Shirley); fi fteen grandchildren; and 
ten great-grandchildren.

Th e funeral was held on Th ursday, Jan-
uary 21, 2021, at Wright Funeral Service 
Chapel.  Burial will be at a later date.

Wright Funeral Service & Crematory 
is serving the family. Online condolences 
may be made at www.wrightfuneralser-
vices.net.

Shirley Lorene Hairston Benton
Shirley Lorene Hairston 

Benton, 77, of Martinsville, 
Virginia passed away 
Sunday, January 17, 2021, 
at Franklin Memorial 
Hospital.  She was born 
March 19, 1943, in 
Martinsville, Virginia to 
the late Clay and Ruby 
Watkins Hairston.  She 
loved to cook, watch soap 
operas, listen to gospel 
music and take care of her 
family.  She was a member 
of Hylton Th essalionia 
(Black Jack) Primitive Baptist Church.

In addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her husband 
Herman “Himond” Lester Benton; and 
brother, Charles Hairston.

Ms. Benton is survived by sons, Ronnie 
Benton, Douglas Benton (Jackie), Aaron 
Ray Benton (Sonji Trell); daughter, Nada 
Hairston (Troy); sister, Annette Benton; 
brother, Lloyd Hairston; grandchildren, 
Latoya Barnwell, Tamika Dillard, 

Michael Canup, Lindsay 
Canup, Ashley Canup, 
Aaron “AJ” Benton, Dion 
Hairston, Christopher 
Hairston; and great 
grandchild, Kaiyan 
Fuller; a host of nieces 
and nephews; and special 
caregivers, Donna, Betty 
and Gracie.

Th e funeral will be at 
1 p.m. on Friday, January 
22, 2021, in the Wright 
Funeral Service Chapel, 
with Elders Emmanuel 

Jessup and C. J. Martin offi  ciating. 
Visitation is 30 minutes before the 
service. Burial will be in Sandy Ridge 
Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Sandy Ridge, N. C. Th e service will be 
conducted according to CDC guidelines, 
with mask and social distancing required.

Wright Funeral Service & 
Crematory is serving the family. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
wrightfuneralservices.net.

“I’m proposing an assault 
weapon ban,” McAuliff e 
said. “We need this here in 
the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia to get rid of these mili-
tary-style assault weapons, to 
get rid of these large-capacity 
magazines. Th ese are weap-
ons of war. Th ere’s no need 
for people in Virginia to be 
purchasing these.”

Parker agreed with 
McAuliff e’s call to ban assault 
weapons. 

“Th ere is absolutely no 
reason for anyone to own 
these weapons of war, for 
anybody other than the mili-
tary to own them,” Parker 
said. “As we’ve seen too many 
times over the years, assault 
weapons – these AR-15s, 
these assault weapons--are 
the weapons of choice for 
mass shooters. 

“Certainly, not all owners 
of these AR-15s are involved 
in mass shootings but there’s 
an awful lot of them that like 
to parade around publicly 
claiming they are protect-
ing people when really the 
only thing they want to do is 
make up for their shortcom-
ing by displaying their big 
assault weapon,” Parker said. 

“Th ey don’t want to protect. 
Th ey just want to intimi-
date.”

McAuliff e said work still 
needs to be done on expand-
ing background checks, as 
transfers of fi rearms are not 
currently covered. 

“Now that Virginia has 
required background checks 
on all gun sales, we must 
expand the law to cover 
transfers of ownership,” 
McAuliff e said. “It’s simple. 
If you want to give a gun to 
a friend, the person receiving 
it should have to undergo a 
background check.”

Guns are also getting in 
the hands of individuals 
through other means, ac-
cording to McAuliff e. 

“We need to get rid of 
these ghost guns that we 
have where there’s no se-
rial numbers. Th ey buy these 
kits, or they are made from 
3-D printers, and they are 
dangerous,” McAuliff e said. 
“We need to have better pro-
tections.” 

Other advocates on the 
virtual conversation also re-
iterated the need for more 
legislation. 

“I’m determined to do 

the work of the gun violence 
prevention movement in 
the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia to save lives,” said Lori 
Haas, director of the Coali-
tion to Stop Gun Violence 
in Virginia. “Many, many, 
many things were done last 
year but, as (McAuliff e) has 
pointed out in his package 
and in his GVP platform, we 
have a long way to go. We 
have more work to get done 
in the Commonwealth. We 
do want to regulate and ban 
assault weapons in the Com-
monwealth, especially on 
our streets. We need to do 
more about fi rearm suicides 
in the Commonwealth. We 
need to address, as (McAu-
liff e) said, the three-gun 
deaths that happen every day 
in the Commonwealth. And 
we know that those are hap-
pening, frankly, in too many 
communities of color and 
too many places and spaces 
where there are root causes of 
violence that also need to be 
addressed.”

Th ese minority commu-
nities have been shaped by 
the presence of guns for a 
long time, according to the 
Rev. Emanuel Harris. 

Among most African - 
American men, Harris said 
“it’s probably hard to fi nd 
somebody who hasn’t been 
impacted by gun violence. 
It’s so easy for me to count 
family members, cousins 
who have been murdered. 
Friends I’ve played basket-
ball with who, over the years, 
have been murdered. People 
who may not have been 
murdered but they were in 
a situation where they were 
forced to carry a gun where 
they felt it was for protection 
because everyone had guns. 
When you get to the root 
causes, you will help alleviate 
some of the gun violence.”

During his previous ten-
ure as governor, McAuliff e 
proposed stricter gun laws.

He signed an executive 
order banning guns in most 
state buildings, proposed 
numerous bills, vetoed 15 
bills that would have further 
weakened Virginia’s gun laws 
and passed a bipartisan gun 
safety law which required 
the Virginia State Police to 
be present at every gun show 
in the Commonwealth to 
run voluntary background 
checks on private sales.

Andy Parker (top left), of Collinsville, was among those 
to participate in a roundtable discussion Tuesday 
about stricter gun legislation. Former governor Terry 
McAuliffe (bottom left) is seeking a second term. 
Lori Haas (top right), director of the Coalition to Stop 
Gun Violence in Virginia, and the Rev. Emanuel Harris 
(bottom right), also participated.

Legislation from page 1

“I think the way that all of 
these initiatives can get done 
starts with we’ve got to get 
you (McAuliff e) elected to be 
our next governor and Dem-
ocrats have to keep control 
of the General Assembly be-
cause if we don’t, you know 
what the other side is going 
to suggest – thoughts and 
prayers – and that doesn’t get 
it done,” Parker said. 

To fi nd out more about 
McAuliff e’s proposed gun 
policy, visit https://ter-
rymcauliff e.com/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2021/01/
Terry-McAuliffe-Boldly-
Confronting-Gun-Vio-
lence-Plan.pdf.

(Visit www.henry-
countyenterprise.com for 
more)

To truly live up to the dream of 
King, Bowles called on the entire 
community to do its part. 

“When we talk about a beloved 
community, it’s not just a com-
munity of my friends, my neigh-
bors. It’s everybody that has to be 
involved,” she said. “Despite the 
diff erences we may have, everyone 
in Martinsville and Henry County 
has a responsibility to each other to 
ensure that we are doing our part 
to make our community a better 
place. Now is the time to have dif-
fi cult conversations with others that 
are genuine, respective, and produc-
tive. Even when these conversations 

bring about observations and feel-
ings that we may not understand 
or relate to, we are challenged to 
listen and learn for the future gen-
erations.”

According to Lisa Millner, cre-
ating a loving environment in the 
community starts with the schools. 

“When I think about love, I’m 
thinking about children that come 
to school and they form those re-
lationships with teachers, cafeteria 
workers, janitors, and bus driv-
ers,” she said. “When they come, 
they need to know that people care 
about them. If they come and feel 
more loved, they will be more apt to 

share how they truly feel, and they 
will be ready to learn.”

For Dillard, putting the love 
back in “beloved community” 
should be the primary focus. 

“We tried passing laws. We tried 
integration. We tried mediation. 
We tried electing the right folks, but 
none of these attempts have led to 
full equality for all Americans. Love 
is the only option that we haven’t 
exhausted,” Dillard said. “Let’s let 
love guide our actions. Let’s let love 
be our voice of reason. Love is the 
only thing that can drive out hate.”

Before that can happen, there are 
issues that must fi rst be addressed. 

“I think the replacement word 
for love is truth,” Dillard said. “Let’s 
just be honest. If we do that, then 
we can make America a much bet-
ter place, but as long as we deny 
history, deny the impact of slavery, 
deny the impact of sharecropping, 
deny the impact of ‘white fl ight,’ 
then we are never going to get to fi x 
these racial issues because you are 
working without the truth.”

Bowles also believes in more 
transparent history. 

“We are just being asked to be 
respected and have the same op-
portunities and privilege that was 
granted to you,” Bowles said. “A 

lot of people oftentimes say not to 
think about slavery because it’s in 
the past, but that was 400 years that 
people had an advantage over us. 
People still look down on us today 
because of the aftereff ects of slav-
ery. We don’t talk about red lining. 
We don’t talk about generational 
wealth.”

One way of doing this is by fo-
cusing on equity issues within the 
community. 

“It’s our job to ensure we are 
providing equitable opportuni-
ties for our students,” Lisa Millner 

See Forum, page 8

Forum from page 1
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

January 19, 2021

Th e Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly opened its 
2021 regular session on 
Wednesday, but for the 
fi rst time, we are not in 
the Capitol. While the 
Senate convened in a large 
auditorium at the Vir-
ginia Science Museum, 
the House of Delegates’ 
Democrat leadership de-
cided that they would stay 
home and hold their ses-
sions by Zoom.

Th e space in this new 
Senate Chamber allows 
everyone to practice safe 
social distancing – and 
then some. Senators wear 
masks, our temperatures 
get checked, and each of 
our desks have our own 
bottle of hand sanitizer. 
Every precaution has been 
taken so that Senators can 
conduct committee work 
and meet in-person dur-
ing Session to fulfi ll their 
duties as the Virginia 
Constitution requires.

You might wonder why 
the Senate has gone to 
such great lengths to meet 
in person, especially since 
the House of Delegates 
is meeting remotely.  Th e 
Senate prides itself on be-
ing more deliberative than 
the House. Our debates 
and discussions over bills 
can be longer, often going 
into detail. And although 
partisan leanings may lead 
to some predictable re-
sults, it is not unusual for 
our debates to lead to sig-
nifi cant changes to legisla-
tion and even bipartisan 
consensus.

A remote conferencing 
platform like Zoom sim-
ply cannot replicate this 
process.  While individual 
senators are permitted, for 
health reasons, to partici-
pate in session remotely 
on occasion, the over-
whelming amount of our 
legislative work is done in 
person. It makes a real dif-
ference.

Th e Constitution of 
Virginia sets the length 
of sessions held in odd-
numbered years at 30 
days. On Wednesday, we 
set the schedule for the 
2021 at 30 days.  Demo-
crats are not happy about 
this, but the Constitution 
requires a super-majority 
to extend session beyond 
the 30 days.  Republicans 
committed to adhering to 
the Constitutional session 
length back in November, 
a week after the 84-day 
special session ended.

Th at special session 

ended with the General 
Assembly completing its 
work on amending the 
2020-2022 Biennial Bud-
get, which is the primary 
purpose of session in odd-
numbered years. But since 
we completed that objec-
tive just two months ago, 
it shouldn’t take so much 
time to repeat the process. 
Th e Democrats disagree.

I must tell you that this 
Session is not turning out 
to be “regular” in other 
ways; the most signifi cant 
is that the opportunities 
for constituent input and 
our local residents’ ability 
to visit Richmond during 
session have been serious-
ly curtailed by pandemic 
safety measures. Although 
we’ve made several chang-
es to increase the avenues 
for citizens to weigh in on 
legislation being consid-
ered, COVID restrictions 
preclude the kind of inter-
actions to which lawmak-
ers and their constituents 
have become accustomed. 

Making a shorter short 
session more manage-
able, the House and Sen-
ate have placed limits 
on the number of bills 
legislators can submit for 
consideration. Delegates 
can submit seven bills 
and senators are permit-
ted twelve.  Th at caps the 
maximum number of bills 
under consideration at 
fewer than 1,200, 40 per-
cent fewer than were per-
mitted in 2019, our last 
short session.

A shorter session with 
fewer bills will encour-
age legislators to focus 
on issues requiring the 
most immediate atten-
tion.  Ending Virginia’s 
vaccine distribution 
backlog, getting public 
schools open and chil-
dren back in the class-
room, and reviving our 
economy are urgent pri-
orities.  Republican sena-
tors are committed to 
making progress on these 
and other important is-
sues. 

Because our Senate 
offi  ce building has been 
essentially closed to the 
public, I moved my Sen-
ate operations to my 
law offi  ce in Richmond, 
which has the space to 
accommodate both my 
staff  and any visitors. You 
can contact us at the fol-
lowing number, to voice 
your opinion, or set up 
a meeting: (804) 225-
0528.   We are located at 
26 N. 8th  Street, right 
across from the Virginia 
Supreme Court/Court of 
Appeals building.

Week 1, 
Jan. 13, 2021

Th e 2021 Session 
of the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly began on 
Wednesday, January 13. 
Th e Speaker, Clerk, and 
historic Speaker’s Po-
dium were in the House 
Chamber. We other 99 
Delegates were virtual 
attendees from our lo-
cal offi  ces, homes, or 
locations nearby that 
usually have a decent in-
ternet connection. Th is 
arrangement exists be-
cause the NoVA-based 
Speaker and her Dem-
ocrat Majority ruled 
we cannot meet in the 
Capitol building, in the 
huge VCU gymnasium, 
or elsewhere in Rich-
mond, even though the 
Senate is doing so safely.

While the start of Ses-
sion is always exhilarat-
ing, the thrill and antici-
pation of representing 
you is smothered by 
the barrier of a remote 
computer screen. Un-
fortunately, the many 
issues we experienced 
with virtual governance 
during the 84-day 
Summer Special Ses-
sion remain: members 
of the public unable to 
speak to legislation, in-
ability of legislators to 
meet with one another, 
technical failures, bills 
rushed through by the 
Democrat Majority with 
little or no real debate, 
and other undesirable 
elements remain a hin-
drance to our democrat-
ic and historical process 
of governance.

Foremost in our 
minds is wondering 
when our citizens will 
receive virus vaccina-
tions. While the good 
news is Virginia has re-
ceived roughly one mil-
lion doses, our primary 
concerns regard the plan 
and infrastructure to 
carry out the vaccination 
program. Virginia is near 
the bottom of the list in 
getting shots into arms. 
Eleven Health Districts 
in Virginia are entering 
Tier 1b (essential work-
ers and people age 75 
and older) while we in 
the West Piedmont Dis-
trict (Franklin, Henry, 
Patrick, and Martinsville 
City) are still in Tier 1a 
(health providers, nurs-
ing homes, etc.). Th is is 
inexcusable. 

For months, the 
CDC, the American 
Pediatrics Society, and 
parents statewide have 
been saying to open the 
schools to in-person 
K-12 education, as the 
evidence is overwhelm-
ing that virus spread is 
negligible in schools. 

School boards have 
been reluctant to com-
ply, likely due to pres-
sures from the VEA, la-
bor unions, and similar 
groups to reopen. Late 
last week, the governor 
fl ipped positions on this 
subject, and is encourag-
ing the reopening of our 
schools. It is past time. 
Virtual school districts 
personnel are reporting 
student achievement 
and failure rates state-
wide are abysmal and 
discouraging.

In the House of Del-
egates. the other side of 
the aisle doesn’t appear 
to be listening. Th eir 
focus appears to be on 
legislation to coddle 
or release criminals; 
restrict our police; ig-
nore or subject families 
and victims of crime to 
traumas associated with 
early release or retri-
als of criminals; further 
increase your electric-
ity and transportation 
costs by conforming 
Virginia’s laws to radical 
California-based laws; 
forcing Virginians to 
join a union to have a 
job; raising taxes on the 
middle class; legalizing 
marijuana; additional 
gun control restrictions.  

Regardless of one’s 
opinion or position 
about recent elections 
fairness, accuracy or 
fraud allegations, with 
half of the electorate 
highly concerned, my 
position is Virginia, 
the federal government, 
and all states should 
take steps immediately 
to restore public con-
fi dence in our election 
processes. Th at’s why 
my Republican Caucus 
is sponsoring bills to 
disallow ballot harvest-
ing, reinstate voter ID, 
assure poll and vote 
count watching, and 
more. One of our bills 
would change the State 
Board of Elections com-
position from 2-1 mem-
bership (with two from 
the sitting Governor’s 
party) to equal numbers 
with the chair selected 
by the Board, thus re-
moving potential po-
litical infl uences in the 
state election apparatus. 
We are also introducing 
bills to curb or limit the 
Governor’s ability to is-
sue long-lasting states of 
emergency without the 
People’s Representatives’ 
oversight; use federal 
stimulus funds to help 
parents and children to 
adopt and use virtual 
education and force the 
State Parole Board to 
follow the law as regards 
paroling criminals.

To contact me during 
Session, call (540)576-
2600 or email delcpoin-
dexter@house.virginia.
gov. 

16th House District

On Wednesday, January 
13, the Virginia General 
Assembly was obligated un-
der the state constitution to 
convene. Although the Vir-
ginia Senate did so in per-
son at the Science Museum 
of Virginia in Richmond 
(close to the actual Capitol 
building) to comply with 
safety protocols related to 
the ongoing pandemic, the 
leadership of the House of 
Delegates made no similar 
arrangements.  Instead, all 
Delegates met “virtually,” 
on Zoom technology, as 
mandated by the House 
Speaker and approved by 
her Democrat majority over 
Republican objections.

Th is technological ap-
proach to conducting the 
people’s business, which is 
not contemplated under 
our state constitution and 
is not employed by many 
other Democrat governed 
state representative bodies, 
including those in nearby 
Maryland and even the 
one-party state of Califor-
nia, presents its own serious 
challenges to basic lawmak-
ing functions. Th ese Zoom 
meetings follow the course 
set last year with the un-
precedented special session 
called by the governor that 
went as long as a regular 
session but accomplished 
a fraction of the work 
normally achieved in that 
timeframe. As you might 
imagine, this “new normal” 
the political left is so eager 
to cement in our civic life, 
limits public involvement 
and facilitates the major-
ity’s eff orts to fundamen-
tally change our Com-
monwealth with as little 
opposition as possible.

Fortunately, Article IV, 
Section 6 of Virginia’s con-
stitution requires “the con-
currence of two-thirds of 
the members elected to each 

house” to allow the custom-
ary extension beyond thirty 
days of regular session dur-
ing odd numbered years. 
Of all the years to withhold 
that concurrence, this is the 
one, especially since press-
ing state budgetary concerns 
were recently addressed. 
And in consideration of 
the governor’s stated objec-
tives to repeal longstanding 
and demonstrably success-
ful policies that protect the 
public safety, the fewer days 
available, the better.

Most regrettably, how-
ever, for all of us concerned 
about not just our Com-
monwealth, but also our 
place within the nation, 
is the truly sad state of af-
fairs at play in Washington 
D.C. where the bitter po-
litical divisions that separate 
our countrymen have been 
made vividly manifest fol-
lowing the federal elections 
held several weeks ago. And 
now, as became the case in 
Virginia following the 2019 
state elections, one party 
dominance over all our gov-
erning institutions is about 
to commence.  Amidst the 
ongoing national turmoil 
is the daunting prospect of 
this reality: that the views of 
most voters in our South-
side region, and indeed in 
all of rural Virginia, are now 
subject to an increasingly 
authoritarian approach to 
governing at every level that 
is hostile to our values. It is 
a troubling backdrop made 
worse by the unrelenting 
censorship and propaganda 
pressed by major corpo-
rations and social media 
platforms that work in con-
cert with those in offi  ce to 
achieve their objectives, 
cancelling voices of dissent 
and distorting political real-
ity.

Th at is the challenge we 
now face. As your state rep-
resentative, I intend to meet 
it head on, with profession-
alism, and in constant re-
membrance of the privilege 
it is to act on your behalf.

Bill Stanley
State Senator

Charles Poindexter
Delegate

Les R. Adams
Delegate

Health district enters 
phase 1b, but vaccine 
is in short supply

The West Piedmont 
Health District entered 
COVID-19 vaccination 
Phase 1b Wednesday 
and has been  working 
hard to get the vaccine 
to residents. Our health 
district, along with the 
rest of the state, is see-
ing much higher de-
mand for the vaccine 
than the doses the Com-
monwealth is receiving 
from the federal govern-
ment.  

“We are working on 
as many alternatives as 
possible to make the 
vaccine available,” said 
Kerry Gateley, M.D., 
MPH, CPE, director 
of the West Piedmont 
Health District. “The 
health district will con-
tinue to request CO-
VID-19 vaccine weekly, 
but how many doses 
actually will be received 
is uncertain. We ask for 
patience as we gather 
more information about 
how much vaccine we 
can anticipate in the 
weeks to come.”

Once the vaccine is 

available, those eligible 
to receive it include po-
lice, fire, teachers, mail 
carriers and other es-
sential workers whose 
jobs ensure continuity 
of government opera-
tions. Also, anyone age 
65 or over or 16-64 with 
a documented medical 
condition putting you at 
risk of severe infection 
is included in Phase 1b. 
Individuals who qualify 
for the vaccine will be 
notified of the time and 
place they will be vacci-
nated, but a significant 
wait time may occur un-
til the supply of vaccine 
available increases. 

“Many Phase 1b re-
cipients will get their 
vaccine through their 
workplace and do not 
need to seek vaccine in-
dependently,” Gateley 
said. Smaller and inde-
pendent businesses, in-
dividuals 65 years old 
and up, and anyone not 
affiliated with a work-
place clinic may add 
their names to the vac-
cine list. Instructions on 

how to do so will be re-
leased next week.

In the meantime, it 
is important to remain 
vigilant in COVID-19 
prevention. Contin-
ue to protect yourself 
and others: cover your 
mouth and nose with a 
mask, wash your hands 
often and well, stay at 
least six feet away from 
others, avoid gather-
ings with anyone who 
is not a member of your 
household and get a flu 
shot.

Information about 
the vaccine and when it 
will be available locally 
will be available on the 
West Piedmont Health 
District’s webpage and 
Facebook pages and 
by recorded message 
on phone lines at each 
health department.  

Franklin County 
Health Department – 
(540) 484-0292; Henry 
Martinsville Health De-
partment – (276) 638-
2311; Patrick County 
Health Department – 
(276) 639-2070.

Senate offers 
toll free number

Th e Senate of Virginia 
will operate a toll-free mes-
sage center to take calls 
from Virginia residents 
who want to express an 
opinion on legislation.

Th e Message Center can 
be accessed at 1-833-617-
1821, Monday through 
Th ursday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Friday 8:30 

a.m. to 2 p.m.
Operators will record 

the name, address, Senate 
District, designated sena-
tor to receive the message, 
opinion, and the issue. 
Messages will be forwarded 
daily to the respective sena-
tor for their review and in-
formation. No calls will be 
transferred.

See more at

www.henrycounty

enterprise.com
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 PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
AD TODAY!

HOUSEKEEPING-
MAINTENANCE

Full-Time & Part-time 
Experience Preferred
Must have driver’s li-

censes. Drug free
Call 276-666-1527

ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR OF 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION

Longwood University 
has an opening for an As-
sistant Professor of Early 
Childhood Education at 
the Martinsville location.  
For full details and to 
apply visit: https://long-
wood.interviewexchange.
com/jobofferdetails.
jsp?JOBID=127451 

FOR RENT
House- Apts 
TR Properties
276-666-1527

CLASSIFIED

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

Gravel hauling and 
spreading/grading, paving 
and seal coating. We 
have 35 years’ experience 
in spreading gravel and 
paving. Reasonable rates. 
Call (276) 694-7786 or 
(276) 340-8786 (cell)

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 
Electrical Contractors, 
Sales & Services, 
Licensed in VA & NC (276) 
694-7308.

Kendrick Paving 
& Trucking LLC

Paving, Sealing, Striping, 
Gravel Hauling
Rodney Kendrick
(276) 340-7786 – Cell
(276) 629- 3913 – Home
“Carrying on the tradition 
of QUALITY for over 40 
years.”

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fi ne 
woodworking, design, 
tile, closet & garage or-
ganizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Refer-
ences Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 
561-881-8292

E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net

Website: Woodwrx.net

CALL (276) 694-3101 or email us at
Trisha@theenterprise.net

TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968, 
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, 
limitations or discrimination based on race, color, 
sex or national origin," or an intention to make any 
such preferences, limitation or discrimination. Our 
readers are informed that all dwellings advertised 
in this paper are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or employment 
which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

Catherine Gupton, director of operations at the SPCA 
of Martinsville-Henry County, holds Stewie, a male 
domestic shorthair mix that is available for adoption. 
Stewie is a shy and anxious cat who does not handle 
stress or cages well. He needs to be introduced to a 
home slowly as his fears and anxieties can cause him to 
act out with aggressive or self-destructive behaviors. 
Stewie needs a home with no children because he will 
bite in self-defense. He has always been an indoor cat. 
For information, call (276) 638-7297.

PET OF THE WEEK
easier. I can keep on adding for rea-
sons why it’s a good spot, but I’d go 
on all day.”

Some of those reasons are oppor-
tunity-driven, according to Selvaraj.  

“Th is is a part of Virginia that is 
not covered enough” with renew-
able energy products, he said. “We 
are in the race for solar energy. Cur-
rently, North Carolina is leading the 
race and Virginia is slowly behind it. 
When I researched, I found that Vir-
ginia doesn’t have very many solar or 
wind energy development compa-
nies.”

Selvaraj said he also chose the lo-
cation due to its proximity to nearby 
universities. 

“I wanted to be in Virginia, 
mainly because I graduated from 
Radford University,” he said. “I have 
a very long-standing relationship 
with them. We are planning on do-
ing some research and development 
projects so I was looking for a place, 
wherein, I could have sustainability 
and access to other research.”

Not only will research and de-
velopment take place at the former 
water plant, Selvaraj also wants the 
building to double for tourism.

“Th is is going to be called a Clean 
Energy Technology Park,” he said. 
“It’ll have the very concepts of so-
lar and wind energy for customer 
awareness purposes. It’ll be modeled 
there and displayed for the custom-
ers to visit and see.”

Before proceeding, Selvaraj will 
have to wait for a fi nal decision on 
his rezoning application from the 
Henry County Board of Supervi-
sors, who are set to hold a public 
hearing on the matter in their up-
coming Jan. 26 meeting. 

“Th ere’s still a lot of work to do. 
My plan is to start the technology 
park right away,” he said. “It’ll serve 
two functions. One is customer pro-
motion and education awareness 
for customers in the area. Anybody 
looking for a carbon-free emissions 
building, this is one they will look 
to as an example. Th e second is the 
actual production of the control 
panels.”

He said he hopes to have all phas-
es of the project completed by June. 
Th e following month, Selvaraj said 
he plans to hold “a small function” 
at the park with renewable energy 
developers throughout the state and 
country to bolster more develop-
ment in the area. 

“It’ll be after the July 4th celebra-
tion,” Selvaraj said. “My products 
like the control panel will be going 
out starting in August of the coming 
year. It’s going to be a lot of move-
ment and a real challenge.”

In the beginning, Selvaraj said 
he would be looking to hire 10 
operators and fi ve support staff  to 
serve management and maintenance 
functions.  

“I’m looking for people that have 
a basic electrician’s background,” he 
said. “Basically, like a journeyman. If 
they are at that level, then great. If 
not, if they at least have the ability to 
obtain a journeyman certifi cation, 
then I’ll have a training plan for 
them. It is very diffi  cult to get a jour-
neyman certifi cation in Virginia, so 
I have a plan of my own where I can 
double up the team and train them 
to support the company’s needs.”

Spurred by excitement for his 
project, Selvaraj praised county of-
fi cials and the Martinsville-Henry 
County Economic Development 
Corporation for their help through 
the application process. 

“I have never seen as many good 
people as the county people that I’ve 
come across,” Selvaraj said. “When 
I was exploring the project, I wasn’t 
really sure what I was doing. All the 
people like Mark Heath at the Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. 
Th ey made it seem like somewhere 
I could make my home. Th at’s the 
feeling I had. Th eir responses were 
unbelievable.”

During the planning commission 
meeting, Lee Clark, director of Plan-
ning, Zoning, and Inspections for 
the county, said that Selvaraj would 
become an “asset to the community 
both as an employer and as an en-
trepreneur.

“He’s intending on spending 
quite a bit of money to retrofi t this 
building into a facility where they 
will assemble the fi nal products,” 
Clark said. “In my conversations 
with him, he has lots more ideas for 
other products. Th e developer (Sel-
varaj) is spending his own money 
for this. Th e county doesn’t have any 
incentives or money invested in this. 
He is doing it on his own.”

According to the Virginia De-
partment of Environmental Quality, 
the state generates about seven per-
cent of its electricity from renewable 
energy. 

In 2019, Gov. Ralph Northam 
established three objectives for state-
wide energy production. Th e objec-
tives were “By 2028, Virginia will 
achieve 5,500 megawatts of wind 
and solar energy. At least 3,000 
megawatts of this target should be 
under development by 2022; By 
2030, 30 percent of Virginia’s elec-
tric system will be powered by re-
newable energy resources; By 2050, 
100 percent of Virginia’s electricity 
will be produced from carbon-free 
sources, such as wind, solar and 
nuclear.”

Dominion Energy is currently 
making large investments to achieve 
these goals through the Coastal Vir-
ginia Off shore Wind project. Th e 
project will “deliver up to 8.8 mil-
lion megawatts per year of clean, re-
newable energy to the grid — pow-
ering up to 660,000 Virginia homes 
— and will avoid as much as fi ve 
million tons of carbon dioxide emis-
sions annually — the equivalent 
of planting more than 80 million 
trees,” according to the company’s 
website. 

To have employees for the proj-
ect, Virginia has created the Mid-
Atlantic Wind Alliance, of which 
New College Institute in Martins-
ville will play a critical role of pro-
viding training in courses certifi ed 
by the Global Wind Organisation 
(GWO). Th e courses are GWO Ba-
sic Safety Training and GWO Tech-
nical Training. 

“Anybody that works on a wind 
turbine has to have these courses,” 
said NCI Interim Executive Direc-
tor Karen Jackson. “With these two 
courses they have the basics to qual-
ify for a job anywhere in the wind 
industry. To have NCI positioned to 
be the fi rst place in the state (to off er 
the certifi cations) is a great spot to 
be in. I’d rather be on the cutting-
edge of something instead of trailing 
the pack and the ground fl oor of the 
renewable energy industry is an ex-
citing place to be. Th ere is a need.”

In contrast to Virginia’s develop-
ment of renewable energy through 
wind energy, North Carolina has 
made strides in solar production. 

According to the 2018 North 
Carolina Clean Energy Industry 
Census, a total of 6,457 jobs were 
related to solar energy production 
in the state. Th e jobs span 553 fi rms 
and generated $2,939,070,419 for 
the state.Th e state is making ad-
vancements in both customer-sited 
and utility-scale solar. 

Th e North Carolina Sustainable 
Energy Association describes cus-
tomer-sited solar as “technologies 
and services that convert sunlight 
directly into electricity through pho-
tovoltaic cells with a total generating 
capacity of less than two megawatts. 
Th is sector also includes solar ther-
mal technologies that harness sun-
light to meet thermal requirements 
for water or heating and cooling or 
create heat energy used to gener-
ate electricity for residential pur-
poses. Customer-sited solar can be 
owned directly or purchased in part 
through a community resource or 
third party.”

Utility-scale accomplishes the 
same task but with a total generat-
ing capacity greater than two mega-
watts. 

“Virginia is a little behind on the 
race for renewables compared to 
places like California, New York, or 
Massachusetts,” said Ved Jain, ap-
plication engineer for the project. 
“Boston has really good policies 
for solar. Pretty much every house 
on one street will have solar panels 

going on. Th e concept isn’t as new 
to them as it is to this part of the 
country.” 

Jain said that the project is for-
ward thinking “where every house or 
business is actually a power genera-
tor and not just a consumer.

“Even if it’s just a simple mailbox 
offi  ce,” he added. “It’s going to pro-
duce power because the roof it has 
can absorb sunlight.”

During a tour of the facility, Jain 
demonstrated a few of the technolo-
gies that will be developed and how 
the building will be retrofi tted to 
eventually become net-zero for con-
sumption. 

One item was a portable solar 
panel that comes with a USB con-
nection. 

“You have a charger on you pretty 
much all of the time,” Jain said. “Th e 
use of this isn’t for people like you 
and me. It’s used for someone on a 
deployment schedule. Th e use is for 
countries that have a lack of energy 
connection to the grid. It can even 
be used if you are going on a trip, 
and you’re going to a place where 
you don’t know if you’ll get electric-
ity or not. A couple of these put to-
gether can charge your laptop.”

Jain said the portable line has the 
ability to charge an object at the 
same rate as household adapters. 

“It’s more for active use than to 
act as a storage itself,” Jain said. “Th e 
thing is if we put a storage unit on it, 
it’ll be heavy and more expensive.”

If households access solar tech-
nology, Jain said that consumers 
could see a dip in their electricity bill 
each month. 

“Th e grid off ers this sort of deal 
and you can sell them back the 
excess electricity, so you don’t re-
ally need to store anything,” he said. 
“Th e need for storage comes when 
you are doing something on a re-
ally massive scale. Households don’t 
need as much. A couple of solar pan-
els, in the afternoon, will produce 
electricity that you cannot use. So, 
you sell it back to the grid. What the 
grid does is they give you credit for 
the electricity that you just gave it 
back. And in the nighttime, when 
you are taking in excess, it’s going to 
take away from that bill.”

Th ese types of technology will be 
implemented at the park as well, ac-
cording to Jain. 

Land immediately around the 
water plant will be used to erect 
“solar trees. What we are trying to 
do is make this building a net-zero 
building so whatever it takes is what 
it gives back,” Jain said. “We are go-
ing to balance all of those aspects 
like electricity, heating, and cooling. 
We are trying to make it a little dra-
matic, not like the ones you’d have 
on a solar farm. 

“Th e thing about solar is it is just 
a little off  from being ergonomically 
pleasing to the eye,” he said. “Imag-
ine if we could put solar panels on a 
structure that would look like a tree. 
Th at would look a lot more appeal-
ing than just having a solar panel 
there. We are working on that de-
sign.”

Jain said the team would also be 
working on development of tech-
nologies to generate energy from 
parking lots.

“What a lot of people don’t rec-
ognize is the land below the parking 
is also a powerhouse,” he said. “How 
that happens is with a geothermal 
system. You have these pipelines, 
which are really thick pipelines, 
and they run deep into the ground. 
Probably less than 30-40 feet deep. 
Th e government provides incentives 
on the diggings normally. In doing 
that, your land would look just like 
it is right now, and you won’t know 
it, but your bills would go down.

In addition to the parking lot at 
the park, Jain said they would be 
creating a solar roof and attaching 
panels to streetlights.     

With a research and development 
park along the border of the two 
states, Selvaraj is hoping to make 
Henry County integral to the future 
renewable energy development in 
both. 

(Visit www.henrycountyenter-
prise.com for more)

Cornerstone from page 1

New Jobs from page 1

eligible to receive benefi ts from 
the Port of Virginia Economic 
and Infrastructure Development 
Zone Grant Program, as well as 
the Virginia Enterprise Zone 
Program, administered by the 
Virginia Department of Housing 
and Community Development.

Support for  Laminate Tech-
nologies’ job creation will be pro-
vided through the Virginia Talent 
Accelerator Program, a new work-
force initiative created by VEDP 
in collaboration with the Virginia 
Community College System, 
with funding support from the 
Northam Administration and 
the Virginia General Assembly. 
Launched in 2019, the program 
accelerates new facility start-ups 

through the direct delivery of re-
cruitment and training services 
that are fully customized to a 
company’s unique products, pro-
cesses, equipment, standards, and 
culture. All program services are 
provided at no cost to qualifi ed 
new and expanding companies as 
an incentive for job creation. 

“Henry County is proud to 
have Laminate Technologies 
among our corporate partners,” 
said Chairman of the Henry 
County Board of Supervisors 
Jim Adams. “LamTech has been 
a part of our team since 2012, 
and it continues to play an es-
sential role in our resurgence. We 
are thrilled that this expansion is 
happening right here in Henry 

County.”
“It is always  welcome  news 

when a business invests in Vir-
ginia,”  said Virginia Port Au-
thority CEO and Executive 
Director John Reinhart. “It’s 
doubly satisfying when it’s a Vir-
ginia-based company choosing 
to reinvest  because of  the  posi-
tive business climate, strong 
workforce, and good transpor-
tation infrastructure  here.  We’re 
excited to continue to serve  as 
the international trade gateway 
for Laminate Technologies and 
congratulate both the company 
and Henry County on this an-
nouncement.”

“When private and public in-
terests collaborate on economic 

development here in Henry 
County, good things happen—
jobs happen,” said Sen. William 
“Bill” Stanley, R-Moneta. “Lam-
Tech has been a wonderful com-
munity partner in Southside, and 
has once again proven its com-
mitment to the continued eco-
nomic vitality of Martinsville and 
Henry County with its expan-
sion of its business here. I, along 
with the citizens of this area, are 
grateful to the Governor’s Offi  ce, 
VEDP, and our local economic 
development partners for help-
ing make this great expansion of 
this great company possible. Th is 
is just more good news that our 
region is returning to promi-
nence as an industry leader in 

advanced manufacturing in the 
21st century economy.”

“Every job created in our 
region is welcome news and 
42 new jobs during this very 
challenging time is an excit-
ing announcement,” said Del. 
Daniel Marshall, R-Danville. 
“We are especially apprecia-
tive that Laminate Technolo-
gies, with divisions in five 
states, chose to expand its 
Henry County plant where 
it has been providing jobs 
since 2012.  We have a great 
workforce, and LamTech has 
a great product, so it is a win-
win situation.”

(Visit www.henrycountyen-
terprise.com for more)
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A Collinsville man is throwing his hat in 
the fray for the November election, and pur-
suing a childhood dream.

Andrew Palmer, a Collinsville native, said 
he will seek the district’s seat on the Henry 
County Board of Supervisors against incum-
bent Joe Bryant, who plans to seek another 
term. 

“I recall when I was in the Boy Scouts 
and I had to do my citizenship for the com-
munity badge, one of the requirements was 
you had to attend a city council or board of 
supervisors meeting,” Palmer said. 

“When I went to that meeting then, I 
said, ‘one day, I’m going to run for the Board 
of Supervisors,’” Palmer, 29, said. “It’s been 
on my mind since I was about 13 years old. 
I think I’ve always been kind of politically 
motivated.” 

Between classes at Bassett High School 
and Patrick Henry Community College 
from 2008-2013, Palmer ran his own busi-
ness, Palmer’s Golf Cart Sales and Services 
on Figsboro Road. 

Following his early business ventures, he 
decided to become a franchisee of the Sears 
hometown store in Collinsville. 

“I was the local franchisee from Decem-
ber 2013 until December 2016. I got to 
meet a lot of people in the Collinsville Dis-
trict that way,” he said. 

Currently, Palmer works for the Lester 
Group to attract businesses to real estate in 
the area. He also serves as president of the 
Martinsville-Henry County (MHC) Lions 
Club. 

“We provide eyeglasses for people that 
cannot aff ord them,” Palmer said. “We raise 
funds by selling brooms, radio ads, and if 
someone is unfortunate and cannot aff ord a 
pair of glasses, we refer them to an eye physi-
cian and we pay for an exam and a pair of 
glasses for them.”

While he said he respects current super-
visor members, he thinks some new blood 
would be benefi cial. If elected, Palmer would 
be the youngest member on the board by 11 
years, second to Ryan Zehr, of Ridgeway. 

“Th e Board of Supervisors tend to vote in 
favor of whatever the county administrator 
puts in front of them. Every meeting you go 
to, they all vote 6-0, 6-0, 6-0,” Palmer said. 
“I think there should be more debate. Th ere 
should be more discussion and there should 
be more opinions being shared. Especially if 
you are working on taxpayer’s money being 
spent. I don’t think you should always have 
a clawing match, but I think having some 
discussions is a good thing.” 

Palmer said he had discussions with some 
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Palmer announces bid for Collinsville seat

PHOTO BY BY BRANDON MARTIN, 
Collinsville native Andrew Palmer will 
seek the district’s seat on the Henry 
County Board of Supervisors. 

of the current supervisors, including sitting 
Collinsville representative Joe Bryant, be-
fore announcing his run. 

“I picked up my packet last Tuesday, Jan. 
5, and I’ve got about 50 signatures already,” 
Palmer said. “I’ve got to have 125 and I 
want to get it done by the end of January,” 
even though the actual deadline isn’t until 
June 11. Palmer said he wants to “go ahead 
and get it done early.”

Early voting was another factor Palmer 
considered. 

“I’m assuming early voting is probably 
going to be a factor this fall. I thought that 
it was better to get my name out sooner 
than later,” Palmer said. 

To garner the number of necessary signa-
tures, Palmer will focus on the issues he be-
lieves are most pressing in the coming years. 

Economic Development
“After I joined the Lester Group in 2017, 

I got involved with the local economic de-
velopment and property leasing. I think 
there are some things that can be changed 
in the county to make business easier for 
people,” Palmer said. “I think being some-
one that has worked for themselves, who 
has run a business--I’ve got rental proper-
ty, I’ve got real estate, I buy houses, I rent 
them, I sell them--I would look at being on 
the Board of Supervisors just like I’m run-
ning a business. I would want to take my 
experience and run the county the same 
way.”

According to Palmer, the Martinsville-
Henry County Economic Development 
Corp. (EDC) could benefi t from rethink-
ing priorities.   

“Mark Heath and the EDC do a good 
job on trying to attract large manufacturing 
facilities. I give them credit there,” Palmer 
said, but added he thinks the agency needs 
to prioritize “retail, restaurants and small 
shop businesses.”

For instance, when he initially fran-
chised Sears, Palmer said the EDC wished 
him well but was unable to provide more 
assistance. 

“Th ey were nice and basically said that 
they were glad I was doing it, but there was 
nothing else they could really do for me,” 
Palmer said. 

Th e agency’s job, he said, “is to look for 
the large manufacturing facilities or in-
dustrial facilities that’s going to add more 
revenue to the tax base of Henry County. 
Th e problem is the majority of the United 
States is built on small businesses. I think 
the EDC should be more business-friendly 
to not only the industrial and commercial 
but retail, restaurants and small shops.”

Housing 
To attract more people to the area, Palm-

er wants to see more housing development. 
“Th ere hasn’t been anybody that has 

built a new sub-division. Th e last one was 
probably Farmingdale about 20 years ago,” 
he said. “We need new housing. People in 
the millennial generation don’t really want 
the single-family house, with a yard to mow 
and get trash hauled off . Th ey want some-
thing like a Homeowner Association. Th ey 
want townhomes. Th ey want to be able to 
do maintenance. Th ey want a dumpster 
onsite and a single car garage to go in. We 
need more appealing housing for our gen-
eration.”

By primarily focusing on housing and 
small business creation, Palmer thinks large 
manufacturers will later focus on those de-
mographics. 

“In order to get a large manufacturer, 
they want to see where an employee is 
going to live, eat, and shop,” he said. “In 
my opinion, if you can push residential 
development, retail, and restaurants, then 
the bigger ones will come. Th at would be 
where I think we need to change our path 
a little bit.” 

I-73
Another project that could spur eco-

nomic development is the extension of In-
terstate 73 from North Carolina. 

“We need to talk to our state legisla-
tors and congressmen to get I-73 a reality,” 
Palmer said. “If you look at any large city 
or town that’s got good employment, good 
jobs--they’ve got an airport and an inter-
state. Martinsville-Henry County doesn’t 
have either one.”

During property negotiations, Palmer 
said land purchasers evaluate “how many 
people live here; how many people pass by 
that property in a day; what the average in-
come is; where the closest interstate is and 
where the closest airport is.”

While the county does have the Blue 
Ridge Airport, he said “getting I-73 coming 
through will be a huge factor to bringing 
more jobs automatically. 

“Look at what North Carolina has done 
for I-73. We’ve been talking about doing 
this since the late 80s. It’s been 30 years. I 
don’t think Northern Virginia is going to 
give us too much money, but we need it,” 
he added. 

Relations with
Northern Virginia

In his capacity as a supervisor, Palmer 
said he would reach out to legislators to be 
more included in the fi nances come budget 
season. 

“It does seem like the Virginia legislators 
tend to vote and pass and give the money 
to the larger populated areas,” Palmer said. 
“Th at makes sense because there are more 
people, but the people in Martinsville-Hen-
ry County built those cities of Richmond 
and in Northern Virginia when we were the 
powerhouse in revenue from our textile and 
wood manufacturing that took place all the 
way up to the end of the 1990s. Sometimes 
I feel like we are left behind.” 

Budget
Locally, Palmer thinks the purse strings 

could be tightened. 
“I think there is a lot of wasteful spend-

ing,” he said. “We took on a big debt load 
with the new jail and new school. It’s my 
understanding that there is land around the 
jail that the county owns. I don’t see why 
they couldn’t have renovated the existing 
jail and built onto it, using the same loca-
tion right beside the courthouse, versus 
putting it down at the old DuPont facility.”

While he acknowledges the need for 
more space in the jail, Palmer said the land 
of the former DuPont facility could have 
been used for another project. 

“I understand they donated the land, 
or we bought some land, but I didn’t un-
derstand why the current jail couldn’t have 
been renovated, brought up to code, and 
expanded,” Palmer said. “What’s the plan 
when the new jail is built? What are they 
going to do with the old one?”

With the new debts, Palmer sees another 
looming fi nancial consideration.

“Th en, the city reverting to a town is go-

ing to make it even worse,” he said.

Reversion
Palmer said if he were on the board in 

2019, when the city offi  cially announced 
their intent to revert, he would have been 
quicker to act to prevent a full reversion. 

“I was disappointed when the mayor, 
Kathy Lawson, mailed two letters to the 
Henry County Board of Supervisors asking 
to meet to have a joint session to discuss the 
possible reversion of the City of Martins-
ville,” he said. 

“All they wanted was to get together, talk 
and maybe fi nd a common ground to avert 
going down the reversion path. It is my un-
derstanding that the county would never 
respond to the letter. Th e Board of Supervi-
sors” took a wait and see stance in response.

“I think if someone from the board 
would have been willing to sit down with 
the city council, maybe reversion could 
have been diverted,” he said.

Given his relationship with city offi  cials 
and leaders, Palmer believes he would have 
been able to fi nd common ground without 
the city reverting.  

“Maybe the county could absorb the 
city school system and leave everything else 
the same way,” he said. “I feel with my posi-
tion at the Lester Group, with the amount 
of real estate holdings that we have in the 
city, I feel like I’ve built a pretty good rela-
tionship with the city offi  cials and a couple 
of members on the city council. I’d like 
to work with them. Th at’s something I’ll 
bring to the board that’s not there now.” 

While taking on the biggest debt items 
would have been costly, Palmer thinks 
the consequence of a full reversion would 
be worse, and he fears city annexation of 
county land. 

“Th at’s the city’s plan,” he said. “A lot 
of residents don’t realize this, but they are 
going to be paying two real estate tax tick-
ets. One to Henry County and one to the 
Town of Martinsville. Th at is job killing. If 
a business could relocate somewhere else in 
the county without having to pay double 
taxes, they probably would. I would.”

Broadband
Palmer thinks the city and county can 

work together to solve connectivity issues.  
“Th ere’s got to be advantages of con-

solidating the school systems,” he said. “In 
the county, the internet is a problem. Th e 
city has MiNet. Th e biggest hindrance the 
county has had is not being able to provide 
internet services to all the students in the 
county.”

Palmer believes the county missed out 
on the initial investment of MiNet.

“I had heard when it was fi rst coming 
about that they (county) had the option 
to partner with them (the city) to do that, 
but they declined,” Palmer said. “From my 
understanding of the city’s internet, it’s the 
fastest that you can get.”

According to Palmer, bridging that con-
nectivity gap could be an area of partner-
ship in the future, if his voice is on the 
board.    

“Th at may be something that takes place 
in the reversion process,” he said. “We 
are stronger together. I think the county 
should work with the city to expand that 
into the county. Th e county just renewed a 
contract with Comcast. We either need to 
be working with them or the city to expand 
broadband into the county.”

(Visit www.henrycountyenterprise.com 
for more)
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said. “I may need one thing, 
but you may need something 
else to be successful. It’s giv-
ing students what they need 
individually to be successful.”

Bowles added that “if we 
all came together and focused 
on economic justice and eco-
nomic reform in our entire 
community, then we would 

have the leverage.”
Another aspect of creating 

a more loving community is 
political activism by margin-
alized groups, according to 
Dillard. 

“One, we have to admit 
that we have a race relations 
issue. Th e other thing is, we 
need more diverse representa-

tion in our decision-making 
entities,” Dillard said. “Th is 
is a charge to minority com-
munities. Put yourself in po-
sition to run for some of these 
elected positions because if 
you don’t run then you can’t 
complain that the boards 
aren’t diverse enough.”

Dillard cautioned against 
remaining passive in the 
midst of racism.

“Th e last thing I will say is 
standing fi rm against racism, 
unfair biases and publicly 
speaking out against those 
who promote racism,” he 
said. “Give them the chance 
but let them know that you 
are not going to accept that.”

Bowles said part of the 
problem is some people still 
aren’t listening. 

“One of the most prob-
lematic statements that I hear, 
even though I know it comes 
from a good place, is ‘I don’t 
see color,’” she said. “By say-
ing that you don’t see color, 
that’s saying that you are 
ignoring the issues and the 
problems that we face.”

True healing will require 
two-way communication, 
Lisa Millner said.

“To have that beloved 
community, we have to be 
willing to communicate freely 
and feel safe in our schools,” 
she said. “Sometimes that 
may not happen because of 
negative experiences they may 
have experienced. We need 
you to communicate with us 
so we can make things better 
for your children.”

But achieving a “beloved 

community” won’t come 
without opposition. 

King “spoke love, he spoke 
unity and he spoke equality. 
Ironically, the people of his 
time called him a communist, 
a socialist, a hatemonger, but 
he is seen by history as a great 
man of love and peace,” Dil-
lard said. “Th at’s something 
that we have to remember. 
Many people, during their 
time, were labeled one way 
or another, but once all the 
facts come out and the infor-
mation is uncovered, you get 
a true defi nition of who that 
person was.”

While he was originally 
demonized, “Dr. King is 
more beloved today than 
during his lifetime,” Bowles 
said. “it is important for us 
to objectively refl ect on how 
America’s treatment towards 
Dr. King is a microcosm of 
its treatment towards histor-
ically marginalized groups.”

To acknowledge the ac-
complishments of King, 
Dillard is calling for more 
celebrations on MLK Day.  

“I would like to encour-
age everyone to celebrate 
this day,” Dillard said. “We 
have many holidays on the 
American calendar and we 
celebrate every holiday. Let’s 
make Dr. King a day that 
we celebrate. You celebrate 
Dr. King Day by doing 
some kind of community 
service.”

(For more, read Religious 
Viewpoints on page 4 and 
visit www.henrycountyen-
erprise.com)
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