
The role of the census 
and reversion in 
reshaping Southside

tion in the area where people come off  
the river.”

Nelson said his license only allows 
for the creation of up to 5,000 gallons a 
year, which encompasses all three prod-
ucts. Th e distillery off ers two fl avors, 
called Apple Black after Black.

With two distinct apple colors on 
the label, “the red is like an old fash-
ioned, traditional apple brandy” made 
from “a combination of three apples, 
the main apple being a gold rush ap-
ple,” Nelson said. “Th e green label is 

Alan’s selection of apples we can get 
now that just make an amazing prod-
uct.”

Nelson said the brandy is 85-proof. 
“We make an extremely high-end 

alcohol,” Nelson said. “It’s very low 
production based on the eff orts and 
the products. We are just taking what 
mother nature put into the product 
and converting that, then doing the 
distillation.”
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Data from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) sug-
gests several states, includ-
ing New York, Michigan, 
Connecticut, and New 
Jersey, are experiencing 
a surge in COVID-19 
cases.

But this trend is “not 
the case in our district. 
We’re doing pretty good,” 
said Nancy Bell, public 
information offi  cer of the 
West Piedmont Health 
District (WPHD). 

Dr. Kerry Gateley, di-
rector of the West Pied-
mont Health District, 
also noted “we are not see-
ing a spike in cases, just a 
leveling off  in the decline 

in cases, and this has been 
going on since January.” 

Some of Virginia’s CO-
VID-19 mitigation strate-
gies were eased on April 
1, a decision that Gov. 
Ralph Northam said was 
infl uenced by a combina-
tion of higher vaccination 
numbers and a lower-case 
count.

Easing the mitigation 
measures was to begin in 
the “places where there is 
the least risk for spread, 
like outdoor venues,” he 
said.

Noting the COV-
ID-19 numbers have im-
proved dramatically since 
Virginia’s peak in Janu-
ary, Northam said “our 
seven-day average of cases 
is around 1,400 a day. So, 
the message is there’s still 

a lot of virus out in our 
communities. Th at num-
ber has hit a plateau, and 
we’re watching that very 
closely, but there’s still a 
vast improvement over 
where we were just six 
weeks ago.”

Northam said the 
state’s percent-positively 
is “around 5.6 percent, 
down from 17 percent 
in early January,” and the 
state is seeing fewer hospi-
talizations, need for ICU 
visits, and less need for 
ventilators than the state 
has seen since last Octo-
ber.

Virginia is not simply 
throwing the doors open 
with the new strategies, 
Northam said, but rather 
the new strategies “are 
measured changes. We 

A fresh set of eyes sifting through 
old evidence may be a key in solving 
the 2013 deaths of Ricky Eugene 
Dodson and Vicky Harbour Purdy, 
according to Franklin County Sher-
iff ’s Lt. J.P. Nolen.

Holly Willoughby, a former Roa-
noke detective now serving with the 
Franklin County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, has 
been assigned to the case, Nolen said.

She will bring a “fresh set of eyes” 
and help “to move forward with this” 
case, he added. 

Franklin County Common-
wealth’s Attorney A.J. Dudley also 
assigned one of his assistants “to work 
strictly on this case,” Nolen said.

Unemployment 
claims trend 
downwards towards 
pre-pandemic levels

Th e latest number of ini-
tial unemployment claims 
fi led in Virginia were 60 
percent lower than when 
pandemic employment 
impacts fi rst began to be 
felt a year earlier in March 
2020, according to the latest 
numbers from the Virginia 
Employment Commission 
(VEC). 

For the fi ling week end-
ing March 20, the fi gure 
for seasonally unadjusted 
initial claims in Virginia was 
17,560. Th e latest claims fi g-
ure was an increase of 2,035 
claimants from the previous 
week. Th is brought the total 
number of claims fi led since 
the March 21, 2020 fi ling 
week to 1,525,925, com-
pared to the 477,600 aver-
age fi led during the previous 
three economic recessions 
since 1990.

Conversely to the rest of 
the Commonwealth, Henry 
and Patrick counties had a 
slight bump in initial claims 
fi led during the week. Hen-
ry County fi nished the week 
with 46 initial claims com-
pared to 38 claims in the 
week prior. Patrick County 
had 26 initial claims com-
pared to 15 claims in the 
previous week. Th e City of 
Martinsville was the only lo-

cality of the three with a de-
crease in initial claims. Th e 
city had 75 initial claims 
fi led in the week which was 
two less than were fi led last 
week. 

Statewide, continued 
weeks claimed totaled 
58,233, which was a 2.9 
percent decrease from the 
previous week, but 36,605 
higher than the 21,628 
continued claims from the 
comparable week last year. 
Over half of claims that had 
a self-reported industry were 
in the accommodation/food 
service, administrative and 
waste services, retail trade, 
and healthcare/social assis-
tance industries. Th e con-
tinued claims total consists 
mainly of those recent initial 
claimants who continued to 
fi le for unemployment in-
surance benefi ts during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Th e number of contin-
ued claims in Henry County 
dropped from 370 claims to 
361 claims. Martinsville also 
had a decrease in continued 
claims, fi nishing the week 
with 186 claims compared 
to 194 claims last week. Pat-
rick County was the only 
locality of the three to have 
an increase in continued 
claims. Th e county fi nished 
the week with 98 continued 

Virginia to ease some COVID-19 
restrictions as cases surge in several states

High-end brandy operation to use local apples

See Investigation, page 2

Th e apples of Henry and Patrick 
counties could soon be found in the 
form of brandy sold at Smith River 
Spirits, a new retail operation in 
Ridgeway.

A special use permit was approved 
for the corporation by the Henry 
County Board of Zoning Appeals at 
its March 24 meeting. 

Th e corporation was created to dis-
till brandy in October 2019 by Kevin 
Nelson, Wes Mills, and Alan Black, 
county attorney in Patrick. 

“What we are off ering is a high-
quality brandy,” Nelson said. “We’re 
not making bootleg or anything like 
that. Most of our products are going 
to places like Primland and other res-
taurants, bars, and establishments.”

Nelson said the new retail portion 
of the distillery will be a 10’x10’ area 
that is bonded outside of the building. 

“Th e retail location is a Virginia 
ABC store. It’s a government store,” 
Nelson said. “It has a government 
number just like every other ABC 
store. We will only be selling three 
products. We’re not looking for high 
volume. We’re just looking for a loca-

Investigation of 2013 case remains active

While the newly formed 
Virginia Redistricting 
Commission is awaiting 
the release of the 2020 
Census data to redraw 
congressional and General 
Assembly district boundar-
ies, many residents are con-
cerned about the ability of 
the board to draw the lines 
fairly. 

During a March 30 
meeting, the commission 
heard from approximately 
18 citizens across the state 
with most speakers asking 
for one thing: equality. 

Ankit Jain, a volunteer 
with OneVirginia2021, 
asked the civilian members 
of the commission to serve 
as a check against the legis-

lators who serve alongside 
them. 

“I don’t think you should 
assume good faith from the 
politician members because 
we do have members on 
this commission, who are 
politicians and have partici-
pated in gerrymandering of 
the state,” Jain said. “You all 
represent every Virginian 
who just wants fair maps, 
who wants to be choos-
ing their politician and 
not the other way around. 
Be willing to speak out in 
case they push you towards 
an incumbent-protection 
gerrymander because I do 
think that is a risk that we 
are facing.”

Th e commission con-
sists of 16 total members 

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

See Southside, page 5

still have a strict gather-
ing limit, a universal mask 
mandate, and capacity re-
strictions both indoors and 
outdoors.”

Kevin Nelson (left to right), Alan Black and Wes Mills discuss Smith 
River Spirits, a new retail operation in Ridgeway.

See Claims, page 2

See Brandy, page 6

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
More than seven years after the 2013 deaths of Ricky Dodson (left) and 
Vicky Purdy, the investigation remains active, with a new investigator 
assigned to the case.

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

There was no 10th District in Southside Virginia 
after the Republican-controlled 2011 redistricting 
for the Virginia House of Delegates. Source: Division 
of Legislative Services - Current District Maps, 9th 
District. 

Debbie Hall
dhall@theenterprise.net

With a heavy heart, the owner 
of Starling Pharmacy has an-
nounced the historic establish-
ment will be closing its doors ef-
fective April 13. 

Niki Goad, owner of the phar-
macy which sits at 1312 Memo-
rial Boulevard, said the decision 
weighed on her tremendously. 

“Th is has been the hardest 
thing that I’ve ever done because 
it is like you are losing your fam-
ily. My customers are my family,” 

See Pharmacy, page 8

Changing prescription drug landscape 
forces local pharmacy to shutter

Niki Goad (left) and Joanie McPeak, pharmacy technician at Starling 
Pharmacy, conduct inventory.

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

Taylor Boyd
Contributing writer

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

See Restrictions, page 7
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Most favorables
  7. 23rd Greek letter
 10. Rated higher
 12. Immature herring
 13. Malignant skin 
neoplasm
 14. Orange-red spinel
 15. Hunted beings
 16. Be obedient to
 17. Excavate with a shovel
 18. = to 100 cauris
 19. Lose hold of
 21. Highest card
 22. Western Union mes-
sage
 27. The “Show Me” state
 28. Early photo process
 33. A public promotion
 34. A group of statues

 36. A single thing
 37. Ireland
 38. A raised speaking 
platform
 39. Leavened bread
 40. Farm animal shelter
 41. Oral polio vaccine
 44. Chinese fine silk silver
 45. Chocolate-colored 
acidic pulp pod
 48. ____ off 
 49. Hagiographa
 50. Manuscripts, abbr.
 51. Over the sea
  CLUES DOWN
  1. Stare impertinently
  2. Address a deity
  3. Converts hide into 
leather

  4. Matrimonial response
  5. 13th Hebrew letter
  6. Dentist’s organization
  7. Fleshy fungus caps
  8. Kill violently
  9. License & passport
 10. Refereed
 11. Arbor framework
 12. Luxuriant dark brown fur
 14. Group purchasing protest
 17. Insecticide
 18. An island group of the S 
Pacific
 20. A wooden hole plug
 23. A purine base found in 
DNA and RNA
 24. Spanish park
 25. Atomic #18
 26. Married woman

 29. And, Latin
 30. Cantonese dialect
 31. Causing physical hurt
 32. Short trips or tasks
 35. Small craving
 36. Paddled 
 38. Leuciscus leuciscus’
 40. Parting phrases: 
good-____
 41. Figure skater Yuka
 42. Opera song
 43. Create social or 
emotional ties
 44. Opposite of LTM
 45. Icahn’s airline
 46. Air Reserve base 
(abbr.)
 47. Russian manned 
space station
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HOROSCOPES
ARIES - 
Mar 21/Apr 20

Now may be a great 
time to reevaluate your fi -
nances, Aries. Investments 
could be the right path for 
now, but you may want to 
seek some professional ad-
vice.

TAURUS - 
Apr 21/May 21

A message from a busi-
ness partner could bring 
welcome news, Taurus. 
Th is might be the break 
you are waiting for at this 
juncture in your life. Ca-
reer changes could be in 
store.

GEMINI - 
May 22/Jun 21

Gemini, expect to en-
gage in a very interesting 
conversation this week. 
Th is person has not crossed 
your path in a while, and 
the reconnection sparks 
new goals.

CANCER - 
Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, frustrations 
could arise that make you 
want to vent some anger. 
Channel your energy into 
something productive, 
such as a kickboxing class.

LEO - 
Jul 23/Aug 23

Obstacles at work or 
home interfere with your 
ability to work effi  ciently, 
Leo. Even though tasks 
may take you a little lon-
ger, don’t throw in the 
towel just yet.

VIRGO - 
Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, do your best to 
lighten the atmosphere 
around the house this 
week. Encourage others 
to kick up their heels and 
keep the focus on fun and 
fun alone.

LIBRA - 
Sept 23/Oct 23

Avoid any drama or 
chaos that may surround 
you this week, Libra. 
Others may seem on edge, 
but you can remain calm. 
Quarantine yourself at 
home and the storm will 
blow over.

SCORPIO - 
Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, even though 
a few setbacks come your 
way, your fi nancial situa-
tion still looks very prom-
ising this week. Figure 
out how to capitalize on 

this favorable position.

SAGITTARIUS - 
Nov 23/Dec 21

You are usually laid 
back and calm, Sagittari-
us. However, when some-
thing goes against your 
beliefs this week you are 
ready to stand up for mor-
als or concerns.

CAPRICORN - 
Dec 22/Jan 20

Th is may not be a good 
week to travel, Capricorn. 
Look over your itinerary 
again and try to reconfi g-
ure them so you can travel 
later on instead.

AQUARIUS - 
Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, trust your 
gut instinct about big fi -
nancial moves regardless 
of any advice you’re get-
ting from others. You’ll 
likely see that now isn’t the 
time for spending.

PISCES - 
Feb 19/Mar 20

A bumpy start to the 
week that has you ques-
tioning several choices 
will smooth out, Pisces. 
Th e weekend will be very 
productive.

Saturday, April 3
Miles in Martinsville will host the 

Martinsville Half Marathon and 5K be-
ginning at 8 a.m. and 8:15 a.m. respec-
tively. Both races start and fi nish in front 
of the Virginia Museum of Natural His-
tory, adjacent to the Martinsville Henry 
County Family YMCA. Participants 
may pick up their packets with race bibs 
at the Martinsville YMCA at 3 Starling 
Avenue, on Friday, April 2, from noon 
until 6 p.m., and on race day at the Mar-
tinsville YMCA from 6:30-7:30 a.m. 
More information is available at www.
milesinmartinsville.com. 

First Baptist Church Martinsville 
will hold a community-wide Egg Hunt 
beginning at 10 a.m. Th e egg hunt will 
begin in two locations: one for younger 
children and one for older children. Age 
ranges for the hunts will be 2-4 years 
old and 5-10 years old. Children of all 
ages are welcome to attend and experi-
ence the stations. Stations will be in the 
church parking lot for a reading of the 
Easter story, socially distanced photos 
with the Easter Bunny, and goody bags 
containing an Easter craft for the chil-
dren to take home. 

Monday, April 5
Th e deadline to sign up for Smith 

River T-ball is April 5. Th e sport is open 
to all children 3-7 years old. Registration 
fees are $45 after April 1. Practices begin 
after April 19. Games begin May 13 and 
end June 25. All games will take place 
at the Smith River Sports Complex on 
weeknights. For more information, call 
(276) 638-5200 ext. 3. Register online 
at www.smithrivertball.com.  

Thursday, April 8
Th e Martinsville-Henry County Histori-

cal Society is sponsoring a blood drive event 
at the Martinsville-Henry County Heritage 
Center and Museum from 10 a.m. until 3 
p.m. Schedule an appointment by calling/
texting John Phillips at (276) 806-5022 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org. 

Saturday, April 10
Th e Charity League of Martinsville/

Henry County will hold its fi rst ever Char-
ity League Spring Bargain Fair, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at 242 Franklin St, Martinsville. Visit 
https://fb.me/e/2ajePpkP5 for more infor-
mation.

Ongoing
Spencer-Penn Centre will be holding a 

variety of events throughout the month. 
On Mondays and Th ursdays, the centre 

will have an open computer lab from 10 
a.m. until 5 p.m. Th e lab can be used on 
other days on an appointment basis.

 Th e centre will be hosting a virtual story 
time on Tuesdays at 10 a.m., on its Face-
book group: Spencer-Penn Storytime Goes 
Virtual. Access the stories each week and 
craft. Supplies for each week may be picked 
up at the centre and will be available on a 
fi rst come, fi rst serve basis. 

Th e Charles & Rose Hylton Library will 
be open Monday, Tuesday and Th ursday 
from 10 a.m., until 8 p.m. Library cards are 
available for free. 

Yoga will be held on Tuesdays at 4 p.m., 
with Sheila. A session is $8 or $40 for a 
series of six sessions. Students are asked to 
bring their own yoga mat and props if pos-
sible. RSVP for class due to the limited class 
size by calling (276) 957-5757. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Broadband company gives PHCC 
$10,000 for training needs

With a $10,000 donation, Mid-
Atlantic Broadband (MBC) intends 
to increase the community’s access 
to career training and workforce 
readiness. 

This week, the company an-
nounced it would provide the Patrick 
Henry Community College Founda-
tion with a one-time $10,000 dona-
tion. The college will use the funds 
to create customized workforce 
training programs that can meet the 
community’s needs for training.

“Local employers need a well-
trained workforce; area citizens need 
training that can help them qualify 
for jobs. So, we constantly work with 
employers to create custom training 
opportunities to meet these needs,” 
said Rhonda Hodges PHCC’s Vice 
President of Workforce, Economic, 
and Community Development. “The 
donation will really go a long way in 
helping us develop these turn-key, 
customized workforce programs.”

PHCC plans to utilize this fund-
ing to increase its capacity to cus-
tomize training programs for new, 
expanding, and existing industries 
in partnership with the Martinsville 
Henry County Economic Develop-

ment Corp. (EDC).
College and community officials 

describe these custom training op-
portunities as a critical piece to eco-
nomic development in the region.

“The Martinsville-Henry County 
EDC is excited for Mid-Atlantic 
Broadband’s (MBC) generous sup-
port of Patrick Henry Community 
Colleges’ (PHCC) workforce train-
ing initiatives. PHCC’s customized 
training programs and MBC’s ro-
bust fiber network are instrumen-
tal for existing and new companies 
alike and are key tools employed by 
EDC’s recruiting efforts on behalf of 
our community,” said Larry Ryder, 
chairman of the EDC’s Board of Di-
rectors.

In a letter to the college, Tad De-
riso, MBC president and CEO, de-
scribed PHCC as the region’s pri-
mary provider of workforce training 
and said he was grateful for the col-
lege’s “leadership in higher educa-
tion and workforce development for 
our region.”

“We look forward to continued 
collaboration and hearing about the 
impact of the MBC’s investment in 
PHCC,” said Deriso.

Investigation from page 1

Dodson and Purdy, both 
53 and of the Bassett area 
of Henry County, were last 
seen alive by family on Oct. 
4, 2013.  

Polly Dodson and Fran-
ces Hylton, Dodson’s moth-
er and sister, have said they 
believe the two planned to 
spend the weekend together.

Purdy’s remains were 
found Oct. 6, 2013, inside 
a burned vehicle on Phil-
pott Road, near the Frank-
lin County/Henry County 
line. She suff ered a gunshot 
wound to the head, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Dodson’s remains were 
found in the Henry area of 
Franklin County on Dec. 
5, 2013. Authorities have 
declined to provide infor-

mation about the manner 
of death.

So far, there have been no 
arrests in the case, but the 
investigation remains active, 
Nolen said. 

“A lot of the people” who 
may be involved or have in-
formation about the deaths 
lived in Henry County, No-
len said. “One issue we’re 
having right now is some of 
the witnesses have moved 
out of the area. Th e wit-
nesses we had at that time 
have even moved out of 
Henry County.”

Some witnesses also have 
been uncooperative, Nolen 
said.

“We feel like we know 
what may have occurred,” 
Nolen said, but declined to 

provide specifi cs in the ac-
tive investigation.

“We are doing every-
thing we can” to get closure 
for the families and resolve 
the case, he said. “We be-
lieve having fresh eyes on 
it” will help. “We haven’t 
given up.”

Because the two were 
found in Franklin County, 
authorities there are tasked 
with the investigation. 

Henry County Sheriff  
Lane Perry said his offi  ce as-
sists as needed. 

Anyone with informa-
tion in the case is encour-
aged to call the Franklin 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
at (540) 483-3000 or in 
Henry County, (276) 638-
8751.

Claims from page 1

claims, increasing by two claims in the week 
ending March 13. 

Nationwide, in the week ending March 
20, the advance fi gure for seasonally ad-
justed initial claims was 684,000, a decrease 
of 97,000 from the previous week’s revised 
level. Th e previous week’s level was revised 
up by 11,000 from 770,000 to 781,000. 
Th e advance number of actual initial claims 
under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 
656,789 in the week ending March 20, a 
decrease of 100,412 (or -13.3 percent) from 
the previous week. Th ere were 2,920,162 

initial claims in the comparable week in 
2020. Looking at preliminary data, most 
states reported decreases on a seasonally un-
adjusted basis. Illinois’s preliminary weekly 
change (-56,347) was the largest decrease 
among states. Ohio’s preliminary weekly 
change (-46,445) was the second largest 
decrease. California’s preliminary weekly 
change (-13,464) was the third largest de-
crease. Florida’s preliminary weekly change 
(-6,448) was the fourth largest decrease. Vir-
ginia’s preliminary weekly change (+12,707) 
was the largest increase.
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Voting Rights Act of Virginia approved
Gov. Ralph Northam ap-

proved the landmark Voting 
Rights Act of Virginia, provid-
ing comprehensive protections 
against voter suppression, dis-
crimination, or intimidation. 

He made minor technical 
amendments to  Senate Bill 
1395 and  House Bill 1890, 
which prohibit any state or 
local policy from denying or 
restricting the right to vote of 
any Virginian simply because 
of their race, color, or mem-
bership in a language minority 
group. 

Virginia is the fi rst state in 
the nation to enact its own ver-
sion of a voting rights act.

“At a time when voting rights 

are under attack across our 
country, Virginia is expanding 
access to the ballot box, not 
restricting it,”  said Northam. 
“With the Voting Rights Act 
of Virginia, our Common-
wealth is creating a model for 
how states can provide compre-
hensive voter protections that 
strengthen democracy and the 
integrity of our elections. I am 
proud to support this historic 
legislation, and I urge Congress 
to follow Virginia’s example.”

Much like the John Lewis 
Voting Rights Advancement 
Act proposed at the federal lev-
el, the Virginia law will restore 
and build on provisions of the 
since-gutted 1965 federal Vot-

ing Rights Act. In June 2013, 
the United States Supreme 
Court struck down the require-
ment that several counties and 
nine states with a history of ra-
cial discrimination—including 
Virginia—seek pre-clearance 
before making voting changes. 
Since that time, dozens of states 
have considered and passed new 
laws that restrict voting rights.

Th e Voting Rights Act of Vir-
ginia prohibits discrimination 
in elections administration, 
requires local election offi  cials 
to get feedback or pre-approval 
for voting changes, and allows 
individuals to sue in cases of 
voter suppression. It requires 
localities seek public comment 

or pre-approval from the Offi  ce 
of the Attorney General on any 
proposed voting changes, and 
empowers voters and/or the At-
torney General to sue in cases 
of voter suppression. Civil pen-
alties awarded as a result of vot-
ing discrimination will go to-
wards a newly-established Voter 
Education and Outreach Fund.

Additionally, it prohibits 
at-large local elections if they 
dilute the voting power of ra-
cial minorities. It also ensures 
accessibility by requiring local 
election offi  cials provide voting 
materials in foreign languages, 
as needed. Th e Governor’s mi-
nor technical amendments clar-
ify that certain provisions apply 

to all localities not just “covered 
jurisdiction(s).”

Northam also building on 
the Commonwealth’s eff orts 
to ensure all Virginians had 
equitable access to the ballot 
box during the COVID-19 
pandemic by approving House 
Bill 1888 and Senate Bill 1245, 
which require localities to es-
tablish drop off  locations for 
the return of absentee ballots, 
include prepaid return postage 
on absentee ballots, and allow 
voters to fi x mistakes they may 
have made on their absentee 
ballot envelopes. Th ese bills 
also ensure Virginians who are 
blind or vision impaired have 
the tools needed to cast a vote.

Accelerated legalization of marijuana proposed
Accelerated legalization 

of marijuana proposed
Gov. Ralph Northam 

has proposed moving up 
the legalization of simple 
possession of marijuana 
to July 1, nearly three 
years sooner than previ-
ously planned. Th e Gov-
ernor also announced he 
is proposing changes that 
advance public health 
protections, set clear ex-
pectations for labor pro-
tections in the cannabis 
industry, and begin to seal 
criminal records immedi-
ately. 

Th e changes come 
in the form of amend-
ments to Senate Bill 1406 
and  House Bill 2312, 
which legalize the adult-
use of marijuana in the 
Commonwealth.

“Our Commonwealth 
is committed to legaliz-
ing marijuana in an equi-
table way,” said Northam. 
“Virginia will become the 
15th state to legalize mari-

juana—and these changes 
will ensure we do it with 
a focus on public safety, 
public health, and social 
justice. I am grateful to 
the advocates and legisla-
tors for their dedicated 
work on this important 
issue, and I look forward 
to this legislation passing 
next month.”

A  report  of the Joint 
Legislative Audit and 
Review Commission 
(JLARC) issued in No-
vember 2020 found that 
Black Virginians were 
more than three times 
as likely to be arrested 
for simple possession of 
marijuana. Data from 
Virginia courts show that 
trend has continued since 
the simple possession of 
marijuana was “decrimi-
nalized,” punishable with 
a $25 civil fi ne, on July 1, 
2020. Northam said this 
fact drove his proposal 
to advance legalization 
by three years, and that 

he remains committed to 
working with legislators 
and advocates to repair 
past harm.

He proposed several 
legislative changes, includ-
ing two budget amend-
ments. Th e fi rst change 
immediately funds a pub-
lic awareness campaign on 
the health and safety risks 
of marijuana. Th e other 
measure funds training to 
help law enforcement offi  -
cers recognize and prevent 
drugged driving. Th ese 
amendments also include 
explicit language directing 
ongoing support for pub-
lic health education.

Northam’s amend-
ments authorize the new 
Cannabis Control Au-
thority to revoke a com-
pany’s business license if 
they interfere with union 
organizing eff orts, fail to 
pay prevailing wage as de-
fi ned by the United States 
Department of Labor, or 
classify more than 10 per-

cent of employees as inde-
pendent contractors.

His amendments allow 
adults to legally possess 
up to one ounce of canna-
bis, without intent to dis-
tribute, beginning July 1. 
Th ese amendments would 
maintain current pub-
lic safety measures that 
prohibit smoking while 
driving, smoking while 
driving a school bus, 
and possession on school 
grounds, for example. 
Northam noted that these 
are not “new crimes,” but 
rather the continuation of 
common-sense policies to 
protect children, drivers, 
pedestrians, and others.

Northam’s amend-
ments also allow for ex-
pungement and sealing 
of criminal records on 
marijuana to begin as 
soon as state agencies are 
able to do so and simplify 
the criteria for when re-
cords can be sealed.  Th e 
General Assembly  passed 

broader legislation to 
implement comprehen-
sive expungement reform 
beginning in 2025.  Th is 
generational change  re-
quires extensive updates 
to state agency computer 
systems and processes, 
which were made possible 
by funding in the Gover-
nor’s introduced budget. 
In the coming months, 
Northam will continue 
to work hand in hand 
with legislators to make 
Virginia’s criminal justice 
system more equitable, 
including through eff orts 
to resentence individuals 
previously convicted for 
marijuana off enses.

Northam’s changes 
will allow households to 
grow up to four plants 
beginning on July 1. Th e 
amendments would re-
quire the plants to be la-
beled with identifi cation 
information, out of sight 
from public view, and out 
of range of individuals un-

der the age of 21.
“I’m pleased with the 

improvements the Gov-
ernor has proposed,”  said 
Delegate Lamont Bagby, 
Chair of the Virginia 
Legislative Black Cau-
cus. “We are doing every-
thing possible to repair 
and redress the harm done 
to communities of color 
most impacted by mari-
juana criminalization—
the Virginia Legislative 
Black Caucus stands in 
support of the Governor’s 
amendments because jus-
tice must not be delayed.”

“Virginia’s communi-
ties of color deserve eq-
uity—and that means tak-
ing action now to end the 
disproportionate fi nes, 
arrests, and convictions of 
marijuana off enses,”  said 
Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax. “I 
am proud of the work to 
improve this bill for all of 
the people we serve, and I 
look forward to this legis-
lation becoming law.”

Death penalty abolished in Virginia
Last week, Gov. Ralph Northam 

signed legislation abolishing the 
death penalty, making Virginia the 
23rd state, and the fi rst in South, to 
stop executions. 

Senate Bill 1165 and House Bill 
2263 prohibit the use of capital 
punishment for any violation of 
Virginia law.

Northam signed the death penal-
ty repeal into law during a ceremony 
outside the Greensville Correctional 
Center in Jarratt, Virginia. Before 
the bill signing, he toured the facil-
ity’s execution chamber, where 102 
people have been executed since its 
opening in 1991. Th e most recent 
execution in Virginia was carried 
out in 2017.

“Over our 400-year history, Vir-
ginia has executed more people than 
any other state,”  said Northam. 
“Th e death penalty system is funda-
mentally fl awed—it is inequitable, 
ineff ective, and it has no place in 
this Commonwealth or this coun-
try. Virginia has come within days 
of executing innocent people, and 
Black defendants have been dispro-
portionately sentenced to death. 
Abolishing this inhumane practice is 
the moral thing to do. Th is is a truly 
historic day for Virginia, and I am 
deeply grateful to those who have 
fought tirelessly and for generations 
to put an end to capital punishment 
in our Commonwealth.”

Virginia has executed over 1,300 

people in its history, more than any 
other state. 

Studies have shown that a de-
fendant is more than three times as 
likely to be sentenced to death if the 
victim of a crime is White, than if 
the victim is Black. In the twentieth 
century, 296 of the 377 defendants 
that Virginia executed for murder 
were Black. Of the 113 individuals 
who have been executed in Virginia 
since the Supreme Court reinstated 
the death penalty in 1976, 52 were 
Black.

Th e legislation signed by 
Northam converts the sentences of 
the two individuals currently on 
death row in Virginia to life in pris-
on without parole.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Gov. Ralph Northam signed legislation abolishing 
the death penalty during a ceremony outside the 
Greensville Correctional Center in Jarratt, Va. 

Grandparents charged after child reported lost
Teresa Hill and Robert 

Underwood were charged 
with felony child neglect in 
connection with an alleged 
March 26 incident, accord-
ing to Martinsville authori-
ties.

Officers from the Martins-
ville Police Department re-
sponded around 8 a.m. that 
day to Roy St. to a report of a 
lost 5-year-old child. 

Residents on Roy Street 
located the child outside, 

barefoot and in her pajamas, 
authorities said in a release. 
The residents reported they 
had never seen the child in 
the neighborhood. 

After several hours of 
searching the area, the Mar-

tinsville Police Department 
and the Child Protective Ser-
vices Unit from the Depart-
ment of Social Services locat-
ed the child’s family. 

Hill and Underwood 
were identified as the child’s 

grandparents to the child, the 
release stated.

Hill is being held with no 
bond. Underwood received a 
$3,000 secured bond.

Both were processed at the 
Martinsville City Jail.

Teresa Hill 

Robert Underwood
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Dear playwright,
Th ank you so much for sub-

mitting your wonderful adapta-
tion! Our theatre simply cannot 
wait to showcase this fantastic 
take on such a classic work!

However, we’ve had some con-
troversy with some of our recent 
productions, and we’ve decided 
that it’s time to make a few chang-
es as a theatre company. While the 
purpose of art is to challenge, we 
feel that there are obviously limits. 
We don’t want to make our pa-
trons uncomfortable.

With that in mind, we recently 
assembled a focus group to vet 
our scripts, and the 47 members 
of the group found a few issues 

with your piece that they would 
like you to address before we 
move forward with a production.

First things fi rst, the tone of 
your piece is problematic. You 
probably didn’t intend this, but 
there’s a certain horrifi c tone that 
runs throughout the script. Sev-
eral of the members of the focus 
group picked up on this, and we 
just feel that the world is scary 
enough right now. People aren’t 
going to want to come to the the-
atre to experience MORE horror. 

In that same vein, do we really 
need the supernatural elements? 
Th is enters into some troubling 
territory, especially considering 
that several members of our focus 

group have strong religious be-
liefs. I think you can easily convey 
the intended message while keep-
ing the play grounded in realism.

Next, there’s an undercurrent 

of unusual sexuality that runs 
through the script, particularly 
between your villain and several of 
the female characters. Th is needs 
to be excised completely. For one 
thing, your script does NOT pass 
the Bechdel Test, and this under-
current only makes it worse. Two, 
children may be in the audience, 
and we feel strongly that all pieces 
of art should be completely safe 
for even the youngest child (the 
runaway success of our all-audi-
ences adaptation of A Clockwork 
Orange should be all the evidence 
you need). 

Speaking of which, the level of 
violence in this piece needs to be 
toned down considerably. Why 
does there need to be so much 
blood? Of particular concern is 
the scene where a character — 

ostensibly an ally to the protago-
nist — decapitates three women! 
Th is is absurdly problematic and 
all the blood and gore needs to be 
removed entirely.

I realize this next suggestion 
may seem extreme, but just bear 
with me: do we really NEED the 
villain? I think there’s a wonderful, 
life-affi  rming story buried some-
where in this play, and frankly, all 
your antagonist does is get in the 
way. Excise him completely and 
you’ll have a much better script.

To summarize: we’re going to 
need you to remove the horror 
elements, the supernatural ele-
ments, the sexuality, the violence, 
and the villain. Once you do all 
that, I think this production of 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula is going to 
be a runaway success!

A week of hearings in the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee 
was supposed to build momen-
tum for the Democrat agenda. 
But testimony off ered at the hear-
ings by witnesses, whether those 
called by the majority or with 
backgrounds in liberal causes, 
should serve as a reality check to 
the grand progressive schemes be-
ing advocated.

Th e fi rst hearing on March 
22 convened the full committee 
to look at H.R. 1848, the LIFT 
America Act, the committee 
Democrats’ bill on infrastructure. 
Th is bill would potentially be a 
piece of the sprawling $3 trillion 
package President Biden wants to 
assemble.

Looking at the text of H.R. 
1848 and reading the signals 
from the Biden Administration, 
it appears that infrastructure will 
be used to justify spending on the 
liberal wish list and enacting parts 
of radical plans such as the Green 
New Deal.

In energy policy, H.R. 1848 
would mean lavishing subsidies 

on other fuel sources that lack the 
reliability or capacity to serve our 
energy needs, increasing counter-
productive regulations, and rais-
ing energy costs on Americans.

Although a former U.S. Sec-
retary of Energy under President 
Obama and a witness called by 
the Democrat majority on H.R. 
1848, Dr. Ernest Moniz was will-
ing to provide a check on this vi-
sion. When I had the chance to 
question Dr. Moniz, I asked him 
about the importance of permit-
ting carbon capture utilization 
and sequestration (CCUS) tech-
nology to reduce carbon emis-
sions.

Dr. Moniz expressed his belief 
that CCUS would remain impor-
tant going forward, and “what we 
need is at the Federal and at the 
State levels, ways of streamlining, 
not short cutting, but streamlin-
ing the permission process.” 

His views on this matter con-
tradict the emerging Democrat 
consensus that sees no future role 
for fossil fuels and prefers regulat-
ing our way out of environmental 
challenges, rather than relying on 
American innovation and tech-
nology. 

It was important to hear this 
message from someone like Dr. 
Moniz, with his stature in energy 
policy and previous service in the 
Obama Administration. 

Similarly, at a Subcommittee 
on Oversight and Investigations 
hearing two days later on March 
24 about February’s Texas black-
outs, we heard from a witness 
who had spent his life in environ-
mental activism but warned of 
overreliance on renewable fuels.

Michael Shellenberger is the 
founder and president of the 
advocacy organization Environ-
mental Progress. Past causes he 
has championed include saving 
California redwoods and improv-
ing conditions for workers in 
Nike’s Asian factories.

He off ered testimony on the 
Texas blackouts during a period 
of extreme cold. Analyzing the 
performance of the major various 
fuel types during the event, he 
found that the performance of all 
dropped somewhat. Nuclear en-
ergy, however, did best, and wind 
the worst.

One of the lessons to be drawn 
from the blackout is the preserva-
tion of baseload power. Coal and 

nuclear primarily serve this pur-
pose, but intermittent sources 
such as wind and solar cannot. 
Th e latter fuel sources also do not 
off er adequate energy density to 
power everything we expect the 
electrical grid to support.

Mr. Shellenberger’s testimony 
should caution Democrats as 
they pin their energy hopes on 
wind and solar. Depending only 
on renewables jeopardizes electri-
cal grid reliability with potential-
ly disastrous consequences.

A fi nal word of warning for 
the Democrat agenda came 
later that day from a witness at 
a Subcommittee on Energy hear-
ing on the majority’s CLEAN 
Future Act (a Green New Deal 
cousin), which sets the economy 
on a path to decarbonization by 
at least 50 percent in 2030 and 
completely by 2050.

I noted the lessons from the 
earlier hearing on the Texas 
blackouts about the need for grid 
resilience. One of the witnesses 
called by the Democrats, energy 
consultant Alison Silverstein, 
mentioned in her testimony that 
an energy policy based around re-
newables would require the mas-

sive expansion of the continent’s 
high-voltage electric grid. Th at 
means more high-voltage lines 
crisscrossing the country, and the 
costs of building those lines will 
be paid by you, the consumer, 
through higher rates.

I asked Ms. Silverstein if such 
a project would take “twenty to 
thirty years at a minimum,” and 
she replied, “Yes.”

Taken together, the answers 
from these witnesses should be 
taken by Democrats as a signifi -
cant reality check on their agen-
da. Th e transformative change in 
energy policy they seek would 
take decades and yet fail to meet 
the power needs of our society.

Instead, we can pursue prac-
tical energy policies rooted in 
innovation that solve environ-
mental challenges while support-
ing economic growth. Choosing 
such a course would be heeding 
the lessons of this series of hear-
ings.

For questions, concerns, or 
comments, contact my Abing-
don offi  ce at 276-525-1405, my 
Christiansburg offi  ce at 540-
381-5671, or via email at www.
morgangriffi  th.house.gov.
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Senior to play football at Ferrum next year
Magna Vista senior 

Shawn Hairston on 
Wednesday signed a letter 
of intent to play football at 
Ferrum College. Pictured 
at the signing are (First 
row) Teressia Hairston, 
grandmother; Renado 
Hairston, father; MVHS 
senior Shawn Hairston, 
Renea Hairston, mother; 
Vera Spencer, grandmoth-
er. (Second row) Madison 
Hairston, sister and Ron-
ald Spencer, grandfather. 
(Th ird row) MVHS AD 
John Gibbs, Coach Hugo 
Hughes, Head Coach 
Joe Favero, Coach Drew 
Lowery, MVHS principal 
Charles Byrd.

Legislation to create G3 initiative signed Monday
Gov. Ralph Northam on 

Monday signed legislation 
creating a tuition free com-
munity college program for 
low- and middle-income 
students.

Th e “Get Skilled, Get a 
Job, Give Back” initiative, 
or “G3” program, makes 
tuition-free community col-
lege available to low- and 
middle-income students 

who pursue jobs in high-
demand fi elds. Th e G3 pro-
gram includes $36 million 
to cover tuition, fees, and 
books and provide wrap-
around support for eligible 
students at the Common-
wealth’s two-year public in-
stitutions.

Northam signed  House 
Bill 2204 and  Senate Bill 
1405, during a ceremony 

at the Alexandria campus 
of Northern Virginia Com-
munity College. Th e iden-
tical bills which establish 
and fund the G3 program 
passed in the House and 
Senate with broad biparti-
san support.

“Building an equitable 
and inclusive economy is 
more important than ever 
as we emerge from this pan-
demic,” said Northam. “Th e 
G3 program will connect 
thousands of Virginians 
with the skills, training, and 
resources they need to secure 
jobs in high-demand fi elds 
and support themselves and 
their families—all without 
being forced to shoulder 
mountains of student debt. 
Tuition-free community 
college was one of the key 
issues I ran on during my 
campaign for governor, and 
I am thrilled to be delivering 
on that promise.”

Th e Governor’s tuition-
free community college 
initiative targets key in-
dustries, including health 
care, information technol-
ogy and computer science, 
manufacturing and skilled 
trades, public safety, and 
early childhood education. 
On average, students in 

these high-demand degree 
programs increase their 
wages by 60 percent upon 
program completion and 
double their individual state 
tax contributions.

  “Many Virginians are 
struggling to secure good 
jobs and support their 
families despite the Com-
monwealth’s continuing 
recovery,” said Chief Work-
force Development Advi-
sor Megan Healy. “Th e G3 
program is a powerful tool 
to address the skills gap we 
are seeing in key industries 
and help businesses fi nd the 
right talent to fi ll job open-
ings, expanding both our 
workforce and our econo-
my.”

Th e G3 program is one of 
the fi rst in the nation to pro-
vide wraparound fi nancial 
assistance to help students 
at the lowest income levels 
with expenses such as food, 
transportation, and child 
care. Students who qualify 
for a full federal Pell grant 
and enroll full-time will 
receive student- support in-
centive grants on a semester 
basis. Th ese grants will be in 
an amount up to $900 per 
semester and up to $450 per 
summer term. Participat-

ing institutions will receive 
a performance payment for 
every eligible student receiv-
ing a student-support incen-
tive grant that successfully 
completes 30 credit hours, 
and an additional perfor-
mance payment when the 
student earns an associate 
degree.

“With increased fi nancial 
stress due to the pandemic, 
we are seeing more middle- 
and low- income Virginians 
delay looking for new job 
opportunities,”  said  Secre-
tary of Education Atif Qarni. 
“Th e G3 program provides 
critical funding to ensure 
students are equipped to 
complete the training that 
will enable them enter and 
excel in high-need fi elds.”

Initial eligibility for the 
G3 program is determined 
through the submission of 
applications for federal and 
state student fi nancial aid, 
including the Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student 
Aid, or FAFSA. To address 
pandemic-related declines 
in FAFSA completion rates, 
Governor Northam recent-
ly  announced  a statewide 
eff ort to off er free, one-on-
one FAFSA advising. From 
March 22 through June 30, 

2021, Virginia students and 
families can go to  virginia-
can.org/fafsa  to schedule a 
virtual meeting with a FAF-
SA advisor.

To prepare for the G3 
program, Northam  an-
nounced  a collaborative ef-
fort in 2018 to transform 
workforce programs off ered 
through the Virginia Com-
munity College System. 
Th is model equips students 
with skills training on day 
one and provides continual 
pathways for working adults 
to obtain additional creden-
tials throughout their career.

“Th e Governor’s G3 ini-
tiative will make earning 
the necessary skills to fully 
participate in our 21st cen-
tury economy aff ordable 
for more Virginians,”  said 
Glenn Dubois, Chancellor 
of the Virginia Community 
College System. “Virginia’s 
23 community colleges are 
ready to help students pre-
pare for and succeed in the 
high-demand jobs of today 
and tomorrow.”

For more information 
about how to enroll in the 
G3 program, contact Pat-
rick Henry Community 
College or a community 
college of your choice. 
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Southside from page 1

with half of the members 
being legislators. Th e eight 
members are Dels. Delores 
McQuinn, D-Richmond; 
Marcus Simon, D-Falls 
Church; Les Adams, R-
Chatham; and Margaret 
Ransone, R-Westmoreland. 
Th e commission also in-
cludes State Sens. Ma-
mie Locke, D-Hampton; 
George Barker, D-Fairfax, 
Ryan McDougle, R-Ha-
nover; and Steve Newman, 
R-Lynchburg.

During a December 
2020 panel discussion with 
the Virginia Press Associa-
tion, Barker indicated some 
electoral changes for the 
southern parts of Virginia 
based on preliminary data. 

“Northern Virginia is the 
only area of the state that 
will pick up much of any-
thing at all,” Barker said. 
“Historically, Northern 
Virginia in 1940 had 1.5 
Senate seats. Th is year, we 
will be up to 12 probably.”

Barker said the Fred-
ericksburg area has also 
shown some growth as well.

“Northern Virginia will 
basically pick up two House 
seats, and either three-quar-
ters or four-fi fths of a Sen-
ate seat,” Barker added. “No 
other area, besides a tiny 
area in Fredericksburg, will 
pick up anything. Th e loss-
es are all along the Southern 
border of Virginia. All the 
way from Hampton Roads 
to Southwest Virginia.”

Barker said the losses in 
Hampton Roads, Southside 
and Southwest Virginia will 
be proportional to the gains 
in Northern Virginia. 

If the preliminary num-
bers are correct, this could 
lead to fewer representatives 
in Henry and Patrick coun-
ties. 

During the 2011 redis-
tricting process, the area 
lost representation in the 
10th district. 

Ward Armstrong, serv-
ing as the Minority Leader 
for the Democrats at the 
time, had his seat redrawn 
into non-existence by the 
Republican-controlled 
House of Delegates. 

Th e territory within his 
district was split between 
adjacent House districts, 
and a new 10th District was 
created far away in Loud-
oun, Clarke, and Frederick 
counties to accommodate 
population growth in the 
Northern Virginia suburbs.

Of the legislators serving 
on the redistricting com-
mission, only Adams rep-
resents communities in the 
Southside. Th is gives the 
area a voice directly on the 
commission. As the del-
egate of the 16th district, 
about 45 percent of Adam’s 
district is made up of por-
tions of Henry County and 
the entire City of Martins-
ville, according to data by 
the Virginia Public Access 
Project (VPAP). 

Henry County is repre-
sented by two additional 
delegates in the 9th and 
14th districts, one state sen-
ator and two congressmen 
in the 9th and 5th districts, 
for a total of six represen-
tatives in one county. Th e 
number could be seen as 
problematic compared to 
current population trends. 

A 2019 American Com-
munity Survey found that 
all three of the delegate 
districts in Henry County 
were below the “ideal” pop-
ulation. Th e 16th district is 
below its ideal population 
by 9,973 people. Th e 14th 
district is below ideal popu-
lation by 7,816 people and 
the 9th district is below the 
ideal population by 5,819 
people. 

Additionally, the 9th 
and 5th congressional dis-

tricts are also the farthest 
away from ideal population 
standards, with the 9th dis-
trict lacking 66,550 people 
to meet the ideal measure 
and the 5th district missing 
the mark by 40,995. 

According to VPAP, 
“when congressional and 
state legislative boundaries 
are redrawn this year, areas 
below the ideal population 
will lose representation 
(and political power), while 
those above stand to gain.” 

Th is could have adverse 
eff ects on the political pow-
er of minority communi-
ties in the area, according 
to advocates. 

Based on fi gures from 
the 2010 Census, almost a 
third of the population in 
the 16th District is a race 
or ethnicity other than 
Caucasian. Th e 14th Dis-
trict is approximately 40 
percent minority. Almost 
13 percent of the 9th Dis-
trict is the same.

If parts of the 16th Dis-
trict in Henry County are 
redrawn to be part of the 
14th District, the politi-
cal power of minorities in 
the districts to sway elec-
tions would increase. If 
the lines include more of 
the 16th district into the 
9th district, the political 
power of minorities in 

Henry County would be 
decreased. 

Phillip Th ompson, ex-
ecutive director of the na-
tional black non-partisan 
redistricting organization, 
said he hopes the commis-
sion will help solve ger-
rymandering issues which 
impacted minority com-
munities. 

“Our primary concern 
in redistricting deals with 
minority communities,” 
he said. “We know the Af-
rican American commu-
nity is well represented on 
this body. We are also con-
cerned with other minori-
ties such as Asian Ameri-
cans and the Hispanic 
community. We want to 
make sure the districts 
in Virginia are aligned to 
represent all of the com-
munities and all of the 
people in Virginia.”

Until the census data 
is offi  cially released, it 
is unknown how the 
new boundaries will af-
fect minority communi-
ties throughout the state. 
However, the census isn’t 
the only thing that could 
aff ect local election dis-
tricts. 

During his most recent 
re-election bid, Martins-
ville City Council Mem-
ber Chad Martin said he 

will be ensuring a city re-
version does not aff ect the 
political power of minor-
ity communities in Mar-
tinsville. 

“Th at’s not the case at 
all because Martinsville 
would still have the same 
jurisdiction lines,” Martin 
said at the time. “If the 
county decided to try to 
cut it up, then that would 
go to the General Assem-
bly and they would make 
sure it wouldn’t happen. 
Th ose fears need to be dis-
pelled.”

While reversion won’t 
impact the jurisdictional 
lines, the addition of the 
African American popula-
tion of Martinsville would 
impact the demographic 
makeup of Henry County. 
Based on 2019 population 
estimates by the Census 
Bureau, African Ameri-
cans make up 47.5 percent 
of Martinsville and 22.6 
percent of Henry County. 
By combining the locali-
ties, the African Ameri-
can population of Henry 
County would increase to 
28 percent after reversion.

Martinsville proposes 
reverting with the con-
dition that “the Henry 
County Board of Supervi-
sors should redraw Henry 
County’s election districts 

to encompass the territory 
within Martinsville, and a 
special election should be 
held to elect supervisors 
from the new districts. To 
provide representation for 
the residents of the Town 
of Martinsville, the area 
of the town should be di-
vided among the smallest 
number of election dis-
tricts that can be drawn 
in accordance with appli-
cable requirements of state 
and federal law.” 

Without mentioning a 
specifi c number, the coun-
ty supports reversion as 
long as “the Henry Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors 
shall determine, in its sole 
discretion, how to reap-
portion election districts 
to provide representation 
to Martinsville’s residents, 
limited only by applicable 
federal and state constitu-
tional and statutory law.” 

Which “applicable” 
laws will take precedence 
have yet to be determined. 
Among normal consider-
ations are ensuring equal 
populations between the 
districts; ensuring minor-
ity representation; ensur-
ing the contiguity of the 
districts; ensuring political 
boundaries are kept; and 
ensuring the districts re-
main compact. 

Martinsville Speedway to host limited fans 
As NASCAR returns to the 

fi erce half-mile short track at 
Martinsville Speedway, the 
track will host a limited, re-
duced number of fans through-
out the fi rst-ever three race 
weekend of night races on 
April 8-10. Martinsville Speed-
way will host the Virginia is for 
Racing Lovers 200  NASCAR 
Whelen Modifi ed Tour race on 
Th ursday, April 8, the  Cook 
Out 250 NASCAR Xfi nity Se-
ries Dash 4 Cash race on Fri-
day, April 9 at 8:00 p.m. and 

the Blue-Emu Maximum Pain 
Relief 500 NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race on Saturday, April 10 
at 7:30 p.m.

Th e reduced capacity for the 
2021 spring event weekend is 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic and continues in ac-
cordance with enhanced safety 
protocols and procedures to 
provide a safe environment for 
fans, competitors, employees 
and industry personnel.

“With the increase in limited 
fan capacity for entertainment 

venues across the Common-
wealth of Virginia, we will be 
ready to welcome back more 
race fans for a  safe, exciting 
race experience at Martinsville 
Speedway,”  said Martinsville 
President Clay Campbell. “We 
look forward to hearing more 
of our loyal race fans cheer on 
the action for our fi rst-ever 
three race weekend of night 
races on April 8-10.”

As a result of the seating ca-
pacity limitations, many guests 
have had their grandstand seats 

relocated. In addition to en-
couraging distancing through-
out the venue, all guests will 
be screened before entering the 
facility at staggered entry times 
and will be required to wear 
face coverings. Multiple hand-
washing and hand-sanitizing 
stations will be placed through-
out the operating areas and 
entrances and a “clean team” 
of staff , clearly identifi ed for 
guests, will be cleaning or dis-
infecting at all times.

To learn more about the 

spring NASCAR event week-
end at Martinsville Speedway 
and its safety protocols, vis-
it  martinsvillespeedway.com/
return.

NASCAR race tickets are 
available for purchase today 
via phone at 877-RACE-
TIX or online at  martinsvil-
lespeedway.com.  Fans can 
view the NASCAR Cup Series, 
NASCAR Xfi nity Series, NAS-
CAR Camping World Truck 
Series  schedules and purchase 
tickets at nascar.com/tickets.

DRBA to hike at Knight-Brown Nature Preserve

PHOTO BY PIEDMONT LAND CONSERVANCYKnight-Brown Nature Preserve 

The Dan River Basin As-
sociation’s (DRBA) April 3 
First Saturday Outing will be 
a 3-mile hike over rolling ter-
rain at Knight-Brown Nature 
Preserve near Belews Lake in 
Rockingham County, N.C.

Hikers gathering at 9:30 
a.m. at the trailhead, 221 
Waterfield Lane, Stokesdale, 
N.C., will be met by coordi-
nator Will Truslow, a DRBA 
board member and an avid 
hiker.

Truslow also is a board 
member of Piedmont Land 
Conservancy, which owns 
and developed the 180-acre 
property. Numerous vol-
unteers have donated their 
time and energy building the 
trails, which are part of the 
Rockingham County Path-
ways Plan. 

According to the conser-
vancy, the preserve “showcas-
es a wooded valley, two gently 
rippling streams, many dif-
ferent types of ferns, spring 
wildflowers and the rare east-
ern leatherwood shrub.”

On this early spring walk, 

trees will be beginning to leaf 
out, and some of the wild-
flowers may grace the forest 
floor.

“This preserve has the feel-
ing of being in the moun-
tains.  There is a beautiful 
stream, called Mountain 
Creek, which runs down the 
middle and flows into Belews 
Creek,” Truslow said.  “There 
are  lots of mature beech, 
hickory and oak trees,  along 
with many ferns and spring 
flowers.” 

In addition to its walking 
trails, the preserve has an in-
formational kiosk at the trail-
head, picnic tables, and sev-
eral benches along the trails. 
The property is in the water-
shed of Belews Lake, which 
provides cooling for Duke 
Energy’s largest coal-fired 
power plant and is used for 
recreational boating and fish-
ing. Below the lake, Belews 
Creek joins the Dan River.

Land for the Knight-Brown 
Nature Preserve was donated 
by Cecilia Brown, who in-
herited the property from her 

partner, Paul Knight. Brown, 
who lives in Santa Barbara, 
California, fulfilled Knight’s 
wish that development would 
not take place on the beauti-
ful acreage near his former 
home in Stokesdale.

Participants in the out-
ing should dress in layers of 
synthetic fabric, wear hik-
ing boots, and bring walking 
stick, lunch and water. All 
participants will be asked to 
sign a waiver.         

For safety, and to comply 
with state guidelines, partici-
pants are required to wear a 
facemask that covers nose 
and mouth and adhere to 
social distancing guidelines 
throughout the hike.

Outings and meetings of 
the Dan River Basin Associa-
tion are open to the public 
without charge. For member-
ship and other information 
about DRBA, visit www.dan-
river.org.

For more information 
about the trip, call Truslow at 
336-547-1903, or email will-
truslow@hotmail.com
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

First cases of COVID-19 variants reported in Virginia
Th e Virginia Department of 

Health (VDH) announced the 
fi rst cases of the SARS-CoV-2 
variants B.1.427 and B.1.429 
in samples that were collected 
between December 2020 and 
February 2021 from Virginia 
residents. 

Th e B.1.427 and B.1.429 
variants, which fi rst emerged 
in California in the summer of 
2020, are associated with in-
creased person-to-person trans-
mission of COVID-19. Cur-

rently, there is no evidence that 
infections with these variants 
cause more severe disease. Th ese 
two variants were only recently 
added to CDC’s Variant of Con-
cern list.

Th e Department of Gen-
eral Services Division of Con-
solidated Laboratory Services 
(DCLS) confi rmed the cases 
using next-generation sequenc-
ing analysis, which provides a 
genetic blueprint of the virus 
that causes COVID-19. With 

the identifi cation of these new 
variant cases, Virginia now has 
identifi ed a total of 14 cases of 
the B.1.427 variant, nine cases 
of the B.1.429 variant, 26 cas-
es of the B.1.351 variant (fi rst 
identifi ed in South Africa) and 
127 cases of the B.1.1.7 variant 
(fi rst identifi ed in the United 
Kingdom). With the combined 
state and national surveillance 
eff orts, it is likely that additional 
cases with SARS-CoV-2 variants 
of concern will be identifi ed.

Viruses change all the time, 
and VDH expects to see new 
variants of the SARS-CoV-2 
virus as disease spreads. As our 
public health offi  cials closely 
monitor the emergence of 
these SARS-CoV-2 variants 
in our Commonwealth, it is 
critical that all Virginians com-
ply  now  with mitigation mea-
sures.  Public health recommen-
dations for stopping the spread 
of COVID-19 will work for 
all COVID-19 variants. Th is 

means wearing masks correctly, 
staying at least six feet from oth-
ers, avoiding crowds, washing 
hands often, getting vaccinated 
for COVID-19 when it is your 
turn, and staying home if you 
are infected with COVID-19 
or if you have had close contact 
with someone with COVID-19.

For more information about 
COVID-19 variants, visit the 
VDH Variants  website  and 
the CDC COVID-19 Vari-
ants website.

OBITUARIES

Dolores “Dodie” Wackerline Bach 
Dolores “Dodie” Wack-

erline Bach, 91, of Mar-
tinsville, passed away 
Wednesday, March 24, 
2021 at the Haven of Rest 
in Ridgeway.   She was a 
member of First United 
Methodist Church in Mar-
tinsville and was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Carl Henry Bach, Sr. 

A very special thank you 
to Karen Hicks and all staff  
at Haven of Rest and to 
Mountain Valley Hospice. 

Memorials may be made to First Unit-

ed Methodist Church Mu-
sic Fund, P.O. Box 4383, 
Martinsville, VA 24112, 
SPCA or Th e Charity 
League, P. O. Box 3172, 
Martinsville, VA 24112 

A graveside service was 
held on March 31, 2021 
at Oakwood Cemetery in 
Martinsville. 

Arrangements are by 
McKee-Stone Funeral 
Home-Martinsville, VA. 
To express condolences 

online, visit www.collinsmckeestonemar-
tinsville.com.

Richard “Todd” Coggin 
Richard “Todd” Cog-

gin, 56, of Ridgeway, Va. 
passed away on Saturday, 
March 27, 2021. He was 
born in Albermarle, N.C. 
February 9, 1965 to Wil-
liam Albert “Bill” Coggin 
and Judy Shue Coggin.

In addition to his par-
ents, he is survived by 
his wife Kimberly Swain 
Coggin; son Steven Al-
exander Coggin, mater-
nal grandmother Mamie 
Whitley.

Todd was preceded in death by 
his brother, Doug Coggin; maternal 
grandfather Rayvone Shue; paternal 
grandparents Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Cog-
gin.

Todd served in the U.S. Navy and 
worked at Prillaman and Pace for 25 
years. He was presently employed in 

food services with the 
Henry County School 
System where he enjoyed 
seeing all of the young 
children.  Todd loved his 
family and working out-
doors.

The funeral service 
was held on March 30, 
2021 at Trinity Friends 
Church with the Rev. 
Ron Hill officiating.  

Interment was in 
Roselawn Burial Park 

with full military honors.
Memorials may be made to Trinity 

Friends Church, 5 Summit St., Mar-
tinsville, VA  24112. 

Arrangements are by McKee-Stone 
Funeral Home-Martinsville, VA. To 
express condolences online, please vis-
it www.collinsmckeestonemartinsville.
com.

Jack Ramie Lewis, Jr.
Jack Ramie Lewis, Jr. 

of Smith Mountain Lake 
passed away March 27, 
2021. 

Born October 12, 
1940, the son of Jack 
R. Lewis and Evelyn 
Hickman Lewis in Mar-
tinsville, VA. A devoted 
husband, father and 
brother, he is survived 
by his wife of 55 years, 
Katherine King Lewis; 
their two sons Garland 
Robert Lewis of Buchanan, VA and 
John Charles Lewis and wife Jennifer 
of Charlotte, NC; four grandchildren 
and two sisters, Linda Lewis Caldwell 
and Brenda Lewis Martin. 

Jack was a graduate of Martinsville 
High School in 1959, he went on to 
earned degrees of: Bachelor of Sci-
ence. Middle Tennessee State Univer-
sity, Master of Science, University of 
Wisconsin Stout and Doctor of Edu-
cation, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University. 

Jack was the first Principal of Giles 
County Vocational School and retired 
as Director of Vocational Education at 
Danville Public Schools in 1997. He 
is a past President of the Virginia As-
sociation of Career and Technical Ed-

ucation Administration 
and presented at the 
National Association for 
Career and Technical 
Education Conference. 
He was most recently on 
the Alumni Board for 
Middle Tennessee State 
University. 

Never one to sit still, 
after his retirement from 
education Jack founded 
and ran the Crafters 
Mall and Mini Storage 

in Chatham, VA. Later selling the 
business and retiring with Katherine 
to Smith Mountain Lake where he en-
joyed his time fishing and avidly fol-
lowing the sports teams of his Alma 
Matter, MTSU. 

Graveside services were held on 
April 1, 2021 at Roselawn Burial Park 
in Martinsville, Va., and officiated 
by Rev. Eric Cone.  In lieu of flow-
ers the family request that donations 
be made to Scruggs Fire and Rescue 
2130 Bluewater Drive, Moneta, VA 
24121.

Arrangements are by McKee-Stone 
Funeral Home-Martinsville, VA. To 
express condolences online, please 
visit www.collinsmckeestonemartins-
ville.com.

Gregory Th omas “Smiley” Clark 
Gregory Th omas “Smi-

ley” Clark, 51, of Bassett, 
Virginia passed away Mon-
day, March 29, 2021, at his 
home. He was born August 
23, 1969, in Martinsville, 
Virginia to Douglas and 
Deborah Lawless Clark.  
He was a member of Vic-
tory Baptist Church and 
loved Jesus fi rst. He loved 
his mama with all his heart 
and soul. He also loved 
animals, Harley Davidson 
motorcycles and his family and friends. 
He never met a stranger.

In addition to his parents, he is sur-
vived by a sister, Kimberly Clark; brother, 
Tony Clark (Amy); and several nieces and 

nephews, Cassadie Peters 
(Justin), Cameron Meeks, 
Lauren Clark, and Braxton 
Crouch. 

Th e funeral was Friday, 
April 2, 2021, at noon at 
Wright Funeral Service 
Chapel, with Pastor Dan 
Schelling offi  ciating. Visita-
tion was one hour prior to 
the service. Burial was in 
Fair Haven Memorial Park.

Special thanks to Pastor 
Dan Schelling for all his 

love and support. 
Wright Funeral Service & Crematory 

is serving the family. Online condolences 
may be made at www.wrightfuneralser-
vices.net.

Christopher Alan Ramsey 
Christopher Alan 

Ramsey, 54, of Spencer 
passed away on Satur-
day, March 27, 2021.

He was born January 
5, 1967 to Noel Ches-
ter and Barbara Smith 
Ramsey.

In addition to his par-
ents, he is survived by 
his wife Cheryl Renee 
Ramsey; sons, Dustan, 
Logan (Jacqueline) and 
Jordan Ramsey (Elizabeth 
Milam); sister Robin Ramsey; brother 
David Chester Ramsey; grandchildren, 
Aiden, Riley and Mason Ramsey.

Christopher whose nickname was 
“chicken man,” was a good old coun-
try boy who loved people and looked 
after his elderly neighbors. He was 

well-known for his jolly 
laugh and giving big bear 
hugs. He loved the out-
doors and working with 
his hands. He enjoyed 
farming, fi shing, raising 
chickens, gardening and 
canning the wild game he 
harvested. He also loved 
spending time with his 
family and especially his 
grandchildren.

A visitation will be 
held from 3 to 6 p.m. 

on Saturday, April 3, 2021. A private 
memorial service will be held at a later 
date.

Arrangements are by McKee-Stone 
Funeral Home-Martinsville, VA. To 
express condolences online, visit www.
collinsmckeestonemartinsville.com.

Black described his sig-
nature brandy as “the drink 
that you’ve never had before” 
or “you had to pay big bucks 
to get it.” 

Eventually, Nelson said 
distillery plans to add tast-
ings as an on-site option. 
Currently, the distillery has 
a peddler’s license, which al-
lows for the delivery of its 
product to customers. 

According to Nelson, the 
venue won’t be a gathering 
place for clientele. 

“Due to the product 
that we make, if a customer 
came in for a tasting, then 
we couldn’t serve them more 
than three ounces in a 24-
hour period,” Nelson said. 
“We’re not doing a venue for 
live music or anything like 
that. It’s to drive up, purchase 

and exit the property.”
Along with the brandy, 

Nelson said 6,000 tanker 
loads of wine are transport-
ed across the country from 
Washington. 

“Th ey are real nice, fi n-
ished wines,” he said. “I distill 
the wine and we actually age 
that in charred oak barrels 
for a year or two and possibly 
longer.”

Nelson said winemaking 
is a hobby he has shared with 
Black for more than 20 years. 
Due to the ability to buy 
wine cheaper than making 
it, Nelson said the vineyards 
have been “torn up” and re-
placed with apple orchards. 

“We’ve planted two apple 
orchards on diff erent proper-
ties in Patrick County, and 
we started two in Henry 

County where we will even-
tually be growing our own 
apples,” Nelson said. “Pres-
ently, we are getting apples 
out of Woolwine and Win-
chester, Va.” 

A fi nal hearing on the spe-
cial use permit will be heard 
by the Board of Supervisors 
during its April meeting. 

Th e BZA also approved 
a special use permit to allow 
Donald Wayne Davis, Jr., to 
operate a gunsmith service 
out of his home. 

Davis said the Class B 
Home Occupation will al-
low him to sell and install 
accessories. 

With the local permit, 
Davis now will pursue a fed-
eral fi rearms license. 

“I’ve been in touch with 
the ATF (Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives) already and I’m pre-
pared to submit that applica-
tion as soon as this process is 
complete,” Davis said. 

He added that his plans 
for the establishment will be 
limited. 

“I have no plans to do any 
reloading at all,” Davis said. 
“It’s just general repair and 
modifi cation. It would be on 
a small-scale basis for people 
I know. I won’t be advertis-
ing. Th ere will be no signage. 
I’m just trying to take the 
lawful path forward so I can 
do this.” 

In his application, Davis 
listed the services he plans to 
provide, including “repairs, 
restorations, refi nishing, 
modifi cations, installation 
of accessories, etc., related 
to fi rearms” and the sale of 
equipment and accessories. 

Th e third special use 
permit approved was in an 
amended case by Mitchell 
Kendall. Th e approval will 
allow Kendall to use track 

lights at the Mountain Valley 
RC track in Martinsville. 

Lee Clark, director of 
Planning, Zoning and In-
spections, said Kendall was 
previously granted a special 
use permit to operate a re-
mote/audio controlled race 
track but with a condition 
that “no outside lights will 
be added at this time.” Th e 
permit included a provision 
that allowed for lights in the 
future. 

Complaints were later 

fi led that Kendall added six 
lights to the track on the 
property. He then applied on 
June 24, 2020 to amend the 
lighting condition, but the 
permit was denied. 

Th e board approved the 
special use permit to allow for 
lighting over the parking lot 
and track only. Clark said the 
lighting over the parking lot 
was needed for safety reasons. 
Additionally, the track lights 
must be powered down at 10 
p.m.

The Smith River Spirits distillery will use apples from 
Henry and Patrick counties to make brandy.

Brandy from page 1
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CLASSIFIED

WOODWRX, INC.
Woodwrx, Inc. Est. 

since 1988 Carpentry/
Cabinetry - fi ne wood-
working, design, tile, 
closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc. 
Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Refer-
ences Bob Morehouse 
Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-
Mail: Bob@Woodwrx. 
net Website: Woodwrx.
net

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

Gravel hauling and 
s p r e a d i n g / g r a d i n g , 
paving and seal coating. 
We have 35 years’ 
experience in spreading 
gravel and paving. 
Reasonable rates. Call 
(276) 694-7786 or (276) 
340-8786 (cell)

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 
Electrical Contractors
Sales & Services
Licensed in VA & NC 
(276) 694-7308..

HAZELWOOD
 TRUCKING, INC.,

Gravel, sand, dirt. 
Contact Danny or Mike 

(276) 694-7718.
Over 60 years of ex-

perience. Serving Patrick 
County and surrounding 
areas.

CUT AND CLEAN 
LAWN SERVICE

Mowing, mulching, pres-
sure washing, gutter clean-
ing. Call 276-340-8571

FAIRY STONE 
STATE PARK 

Now Hiring Seasonal 
Positions - Boathouse At-
tendants, Chief Lifeguard, 
Contact Rangers, Ground-
skeepers, Housekeepers, 
Interpreters, Lifeguards, 
Offi ce Assistants. DCR is 
EEO. Visit www.dcr.virginia.
gov/jobs or call (276) 930-
2424. Apply at Park Offi ce, 
967 Fairystone Lake Drive, 
Stuart, VA, 24171.

PRIMLAND
 Primland, a luxury resort 

in the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains; is seeking Qualifi ed 
Applicants for the following 
positions: Golf Shop At-
tendants, Golf Maintenance 
staff, Outdoor Activity 
Guides and Outdoor Activity 
Offi ce staff, Valets, Dish-
washers, Line Cooks, Serv-
ers and Housekeepers, 
as well as Guest Services 
agents.  Qualifi ed appli-
cants should send resume 
to pnester@primland.com 
or apply at Primland.com/
careers. Primland is an 
E/O/E.

CALL (276) 694-3101 or email us at
Trisha@theenterprise.net

TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to 
make any such preferences, limitation or discrimination. Our 
readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate or 
employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE - HENRY COUNTY 
PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY

Notice is hereby given that the Henry County Public Service Au-
thority (PSA) Board of Directors will conduct a public hearing on 
Monday, April 19, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. to receive comments on the 
Authority’s intent to obtain relief from the moratorium prohibiting 
municipal utilities from disconnecting services to residential custom-

in arrears of the COVID-19 Relief Repayment Plan. The PSA has 
demonstrated that accounts receivable arrearages exceed 1% of the 
annual operating revenues. The written analysis is available for public 

Road, Martinsville, VA 24112. Attendees are required to wear a face 
mask or covering and to exercise social distancing. For more infor-

New restrictions will 
allow social gatherings of 
up to 50 people indoors 
and 100 people outdoors, 
Northam said. 

“Entertainment ven-
ues will be able to operate 
at 30 percent of capacity, 
up to 500 people indoors. 
Outdoor venues can have 
up to 30 percent, but won’t 
have a numeric cap,” he 
said.

Th e number of specta-
tors allowed for recreation-
al sports increased to 100 
indoors and 500 outdoors, 
while recreational sporting 
events, indoors and out, 
are limited to 30 percent 
of capacity.

“Graduation events 
outdoors will be capped 
at 5,000 people or 30 per-
cent of capacity. Events in-
doors may have up to 500 
people or 30 percent of 
capacity, whichever is less,” 
Northam said. “If you’re 
attending these events, and 
I hope that you can, you 
need to wear masks, and 
follow other guidelines and 
safety protocols.”

Virginia is eighth in the 
county in terms of vaccine 

doses used, Northam said, 
and added “almost one in 
four Virginians have now 
received at least one dose 
of the vaccine. Th at’s more 
than 2 million Virginians, 
more than one million 
people are fully vaccinated. 
On many days, we’re doing 
around 60,000 or 70,000 
doses.”

Some localities are mov-
ing into phase 1C of the 
vaccination plan, he said, 
and added “we expect that 
it’s only a matter of weeks 
before we can open it up 
to anyone who wants to be 
vaccinated.”

Th e vaccine off ers wide-
spread protection, accord-
ing to Northam.

“Th e virus survives by 
infecting new people. Th e 
more people that get vac-
cinated, the fewer people 
the virus is able to infect. 
We all want to get back 
to normal, and the way 
to do that is to get vacci-
nated as soon as you can,” 
he said. “If we continue to 
be careful with waring our 
masks in public, washing 
our hands, keeping our 
distance in public, and get-

ting vaccinated, I expect 
our case counts will keep 
going down.”

Northam said the feder-
al government will also be-
gin to increase the weekly 
allocations of the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine by fi ve 
times the current amount. 
He said another potential 
vaccine, AstraZeneca, is 
currently undergoing trials 
to receive authorization in 
the United States. Studies 
have shown the vaccine 
is eff ective across all age 
groups. 

Northam said the feder-
al government will launch 
an extensive education 
campaign, that will in-
clude information about 
the safety of the vaccines, 
“that they work, and you 
will hear it from people 
you trust. From commu-
nity leaders, neighbors, 
doctors, ministers, and lots 
of other folks.”

As of Tuesday, March 
30 data from the Virginia 
Department of Health 
suggested there are 4,379 
cases, with 312 hospital-
izations, and 120 deaths in 
Henry County. In Patrick 

Data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) suggests that 
COVID-19 cases are trending upward in several states including New York, Michigan, 
Connecticut, and New Jersey.

Restrictions from page 1

County, 1,279 cases with 
98 hospitalized, and 41 
dead from the COVID-19 
virus were reported. In the 
City of Martinsville, 1,552 
cases were reported with 
138 hospitalized, and 73 
dead.

Th e data also suggested 
there are 617,941 cases in 
the state, with 26,367 hos-
pitalized, and 10,242 dead 
from the COVID-19 virus. 

Information from the 
CDC suggested there are 
30,085,827 cases in the 
United States and 546,704 
dead from coronavirus. 

Data also suggests that 
as of March 30, 1,320,424 
Virginians have been fully 
vaccinated against the CO-
VID-19 virus.

For more tips on how 
to stay safe, visit www.
vdh.virginia.gov or www.
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov.

Applications open for virtual camp
High school students interested 

in natural resources are invited to 
attend the Virginia Academy of 
Natural Resources, a new virtual 
camp sponsored by Virginia De-
partment of Forestry (VDOF) and 
Virginia Association of Soil & Wa-
ter Conservation Districts (VAS-
WCD). 

Th e academy will take place 
July 12-16. Each morning will fea-
ture live virtual presentations from 
natural resource professionals, with 
daily themes of aquatics, forestry, 
soils, or wildlife. Each afternoon, 
participants will complete fi eld ex-
plorations on their own, as well as 
further exploring topics through 
videos and reading material. 

“Since both Camp Woods & 
Wildlife and Youth Conservation 

Camp were cancelled due to CO-
VID-19, we wanted to off er an al-
ternative way for teens to explore 
natural resource topics and careers,” 
said Bonnie Mahl of VASWCD. 

“Th is camp has several unique 
twists you won’t fi nd in most vir-
tual camps,” Ellen Powell, of the 
VDOF, said. 

Th e daily self-directed fi eld stud-
ies – complete with instructions 
and materials for campers to use 
and keep – will connect campers 
with nature in their own backyards, 
local parks, or woods. In addition, 
small groups of campers will work 
together to showcase the natural re-
sources of their region of the state, 
culminating in group presentations 
on Friday. Th e week will culminate 
with a natural resources competi-

tion modeled after the Virginia 
Dominion Energy Envirothon pro-
gram. 

Current 9th-12th graders may 
apply for the Virginia Academy of 
Natural Resources at https://forms.
gle/9mRUtyoaPRvFQY2N9. Ap-
plications will be accepted through 
April 30. 

Once notifi ed of acceptance, 
campers will receive a schedule, 
Zoom link, and materials for com-
pleting their daily fi eld studies. Th e 
coordinators want all Virginia high 
schoolers to feel this camp experi-
ence is available to them. Th e only 
cost for the week-long academy is 
$25 to cover materials; however, 
fi nancial aid is available. Contact 
Ellen Powell at ellen.powell@dof.
virginia.gov to discuss options.

Free admission to VMNH now 
available to low-income families

Th e Virginia Museum of Natural 
History (VMNH) in Martinsville 
announced that Hooker Furnish-
ings is the museum’s latest corpo-
rate partner to support the national 
“Museum’s for All” initiative, a 
program which provides free or re-
duced admission to more than 500 
museums throughout the United 
States for Electronic Benefi t Trans-
fer (EBT) cardholders. Additional-
ly, the sponsorship will underwrite 
the costs of providing a number of 
museum educational programs for 
students in underserved Virginia 
public schools.

Specifi cally, the partnership al-
lows for the museum to waive all 
admission fees for visitors who 
present their EBT card at the 
VMNH box offi  ce now through 
April 2022 as part of the “Mu-
seum’s for All” initiative led by the 
Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS). Previously, EBT 
cardholders received reduced mu-
seum admission fees of $2 per adult 
and $1 per child.

Additionally, the partnership al-
lows the museum to off er several 
museum-led educational programs 
free of charge for K-12 public 
school classes in underserved Vir-

ginia schools qualifying for free 
or reduced lunches. Th e programs 
are available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis.

“Having the support of Hooker 
Furnishings helps tremendously 
as the museum continues to forge 
ahead with expanding its inclusiv-
ity initiatives and educational pro-
gramming opportunities through-
out Virginia and beyond,” said 
VMNH Deputy Director Ryan 
Barber. “Th is latest partnership is 
especially exciting, as it continues a 
long history of the company’s sup-
port of the museum that began over 
25 years ago.”

EBT cardholders from any state 
wishing to take advantage of free 
VMNH admission must simply 
present their EBT card and accom-
panying identifi cation at the mu-
seum box offi  ce upon arrival. More 
information about this program 
can be found at  www.vmnh.net/
plan-your-visit.

Virginia’s K-12 public school 
teachers wishing to take advantage 
of the cost-free educational pro-
grams off ered through the support 
of Hooker Furnishings can contact 
the museum at  discover@vmnh.
virginia.gov  or visit  www.vmnh.

net/education/distance-learning  to 
learn more.

“Hooker Furnishings is proud 
to continue a partnership with 
VMNH that began over 25 years 
ago,” said Jeremy R. Hoff , Chief 
Executive Offi  cer. “Th is partner-
ship is an integral part of our Envi-
ronmental, Social and Governance 
(‘ESG’) eff orts. We believe helping 
to educate the next generation is 
an important part of our environ-
mental stewardship responsibilities 
and VMNH is the perfect vehicle 
to do that through its research and 
interpretation of our natural histo-
ry. Additionally, helping to remove 
barriers to STEM-based education-
al opportunities to under-served 
populations is a critical step for-
ward socially.” 

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the museum is currently 
open to visitors Fridays and Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
closed all other days. VMNH Dis-
tance Learning programs are of-
fered Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and must be re-
served in advance. To learn more 
about VMNH hours of operation 
and educational programming op-
portunities, visit www.vmnh.net.



Page 8 • Saturday, April 3, 2021 • Henry County Enterprise• www.henrycountyenterprise.com

she said. 
Goad bought the busi-

ness from Edgar Cliborne 
after his business partner, 
Burgess Hamlet, passed 
away in 1994.

“Edgar sold the busi-
ness to Niki in 2006 and 
he retired,” said Joanie 
McPeak, a pharmacy 
technician at Starling 
since 1987. “Th e store 
was originally on Starling 
Avenue in the 1930s and 
Burgess bought it from 
Luther Blair and moved 
it here (Memorial Boule-
vard) in 1965.”

According to McPeak, 
the business boomed in 
Martinsville’s heyday. 

“We had Dupont, we 
had Tultex, we had all of 
the factories like Bassett 
and Hooker,” she said. 
“We were their main 
supplier for their fi rst 
aid needs and things like 
that. We also were their 
Workers Compensation 
pharmacy.”

Over the years, Mc-
Peak said she built a re-
lationship with the clien-
tele. 

“We are their moms, 
their aunts, their best 
friends, their therapists. 
Our people come in and 
they talk to us about stuff . 
We probably know more 
about them than any-
body else,” McPeak said. 
“When people fi nd out 
they have terminal prob-
lems, they come here and 
talk to us because they 
couldn’t sit there and dis-
cuss it with their doctor 
in the offi  ce.”

As opposed to larger 
pharmacies, McPeak said 
Starling off ered a friend-
lier environment.  

“You’re not a number. 
We know you,” she said. 
“We know their cars. We 
deliver and that’s not 
something you are going 
to fi nd with the big chain 
stores.” 

McPeak said she took 
the job when she was just 

a teenager. 
“I fell in love with it,” 

she said. “I fell in love 
with the fact that our 
patients were like family. 
I was very, very shy and 
they had to tell me to talk 
to people because I just 
could not do it. Slowly, 
but surely, they became 
like your family and it 
was like a safe zone.”

While McPeak found a 
family at Starling, Goad 
pursued a career as a 
pharmacist. 

“I wanted to be able to 
help people without be-
ing a physician. I wanted 
to have a family and I 
wanted to be able to be a 
mom too. I wanted to be 
there for my kids,” Goad 
said. “Pharmacy allows 
you to do that.”

Over the years, the 
family at Starling Phar-
macy grew to two full-
time employees (Goad 
and McPeak), and four 
part-time staff . 

“We had a good busi-
ness, but with NAFTA 
(the North American 
Free Trade Agreement) 
and all of the jobs going 
overseas, that all start-
ed to slowly go down,” 
McPeak said. “Dupont 
closed, and then a lot of 
things went to mail or-
der.”

McPeak said the phar-
macy experienced a de-
crease in 2004 strictly be-
cause prescription drugs 
were being mailed.  

“People are getting 
things through their 
insurance companies 
through the mail,” Mc-
Peak added. “Th ey are 
only calling us if their 
mail was late, and they 
didn’t receive their stuff . 
Th ey would only ask for 
a 10-day supply.”

Th e cost eff ectiveness 
of mail order helped sy-
phon business, Goad 
said. 

“Mail order is much 
cheaper. You can get a 

90-day supply for prob-
ably a third of what you 
are going to pay at the 
pharmacy,” she said. 

“It’s not their (the 
customer’s) fault that it 
was more economical 
for them to do mail or-
der,” McPeak said. “You 
have to make those hard 
choices. We would order 
a bottle of 100 and sell 
them 10 pills. If they 
were the only person 
getting that medication, 
then it would eventually 
go out of date and we 
would have to throw it 
away. Th at in turn, causes 
a loss.”

According to Goad, 
that was only one of the 
hardships facing inde-
pendent pharmacies. 

Community pharma-
cies suff ered a hard hit 
when Medicare Part D 
took eff ect on January 1, 
2006. Medicare Part D 
introduced the concept 
of preferred pharmacies. 
Th e Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid defi ne a 
“preferred pharmacy” as 
one that off ers covered 
drugs to plan members at 
lower out-of-pocket costs 
than what the member 
would pay at a non-
preferred network phar-
macy. Some examples 
of preferred pharmacies 
include Walgreens, CVS 
and Walmart. 

Some larger pharma-
cies own insurance com-
panies and use discounts 
to encourage customers 
to shop at their stores, 
McPeak said. 

“It’s unfair that they 
look at you the customer 
and say, ‘if you come to 
my store, you’ll get the 
products for free, but if 
you go over to that little 
drug store around the 
road, then you’re going 
to be paying 100 per-
cent,’” McPeak said.

Goad said the outlook 
for independent pharma-
cies looks bleak. 

“It’s only going to get 
worse. Th e big chains are 
buying out the insurance 
companies. Patients are 
being forced to go to” 
large competitors “to get 
their medicine for free or 
stick with the little guy 
and pay a copay.” Goad 
said. “It seems unfair. 
Th ese larger stores can 
get their products at a 
lower cost because they 
buy in bulk because they 
are nationwide. We can’t 
do that.”

Along with off ering 
cheaper prices at national 
chains, Medicare Part D 
also brought about direct 
and indirect remunera-
tion (DIR) fees.  

“Meaning a drug that 
the Medicare/Medicaid 
payment system, they 
can look and see what 
they paid you a year and 
a half ago,” McPeak said. 
“Th ey can say, I think we 
pay them too much for 
that. Let’s take that mon-
ey back.”

McPeak said that in 
2019 alone, Medicare 
clawed back $9.1 billion 
from pharmacies across 
America. 

“It’s little things that 
might just be $0.32 but 
it adds up quickly,” she 
said. “On our reimburse-
ment sheets that we 
get from the insurance 
companies, we balance 
out what we think we 
should have gotten and 
what they are actually 
paying us. Th ey do take 
fees. One time, we got 
a negative $23, but on 
our sheet, it was $2,300 
that we were supposed to 
be getting paid. It was a 
whole year of remunera-
tion fees that they were 
taking back.”

Tracking the fees for 
each customer is also 
overbearing on smaller 
pharmacies, according to 
McPeak. 

With only two em-
ployees, “you’ve got your 
pharmacist and your 
tech. We don’t have time 
to sit and go through ev-
ery chain of everything 
to try and track back the 
DIR fees,” she said, add-
ing that more responsi-
bility was shifted towards 
the pharmacies. 

“Saying it is a phar-
macy’s responsibility to 
make sure that a patient 
takes their pill every 

single day and gets it re-
fi lled every 30-days is ri-
diculous,” McPeak said. 
“Are you going to have 
some pharmacy calling 
you every day and ask-
ing you if you’ve taken 
your pills yet? Th at’s one 
of the problems with the 
DIR fees.”

Additionally, Goad 
said that deregulation 
of drug prices placed a 
fi nancial strain on Star-
ling. 

“In December, Eliquis 
which most people use 
as a blood thinner, was 
$459 a bottle for a 30-
day supply,” she said. “By 
the time we purchased it 
in January, it had went up 
to $485 just in a 30-day 
period. When the insur-
ance pays us for that, we 
might get $465 so we are 
not making anything.” 

McPeak said the dereg-
ulation was multifaceted. 

“A Nystatin cream 
used to cost us $3.82 for a 
tube. Th en when deregu-
lation happened, the next 
time we went to order it 
was $105,” she said. “You 
had insurance companies 
already set up to pay an 
average wholesale price, 
and they are not going 
to fi x that in the calen-
dar year. So, we were get-
ting reimbursement rates 
much lower now than the 
drugs were actually cost-
ing us. Th at’s still a huge 
problem today.”

Local factors also 
played a role in the deci-
sion to close the pharma-
cy, according to McPeak, 
who cited the costs of 
utilities and local busi-
ness fees. Plus, “the DEA 
license went up again this 
year.”

Goad said the local 
business license fees are 
calculated as a percentage 
of gross sales. 

“It costs $2,000-
3,000 to get your busi-
ness license in the city,” 
she said, and added that 
eventually, the changes 
piled up. 

“We are having to 
make this decision be-
cause of all of the changes 
the pharmacies are going 
through,” she said of clos-
ing the pharmacy. “It’s 
things that we’ve tried 
to fi x. It’s like you put a 
Band Aid on it, and then 
it breaks loose again.”

“We hate doing this,” 

McPeak said, and added 
the pharmacy reached 
out to legislators, but re-
ceived no help. 

“Th ere have been sev-
eral bills proposed in the 
last three year to make 
it more transparent and 
make it where that can’t 
happen anymore, but 
so far nothing has been 
done. Th ere is nothing 
we can do,” she said. “We 
feel like (our representa-
tives) don’t listen to us. I 
can’t tell you how many 
times we have written.” 

McPeak said the pair 
writes once every 1- to 
2-years, but to no avail. 

“Nothing is ever ad-
dressed,” she said. “We 
get a response saying, 
‘thank you for taking the 
time to write to us and we 
will look into this,’ but 
nothing is ever done.”

McPeak said she 
doubts rural pharma-
cies have much clout in 
Washington D.C., com-
paratively.  

“Insurance compa-
nies have lobbyists, drug 
companies have lobby-
ists,” she said. “Who are 
they (the representatives) 
going to go with?”

Left with no other op-
tion, Goad said the doors 
of Starling Pharmacy will 
be closing on April 13 
and all files will be trans-
ferred to Walgreens. 

Goad is planning on 
taking a position at Wal-
greens in Stuart, while 
McPeak seeks other op-
portunities. 

“I currently teach pia-
no and beginner violin at 
Dan Smith Music in Col-
linsville,” McPeak said. 
“I’m going to try and 
get my student base up 
for a bit. I’ve been here 
for 34 years. I’m going 
to primarily teach but if 
something else opens up, 
I’m gladly willing to pur-
sue other ventures but as 
of now, I’m just going to 
find joy in that.”

Customers of Star-
ling Pharmacy received 
a letter dated March 30, 
formally announcing 
the decision to close the 
pharmacy. For the next 
two weeks, both past 
and present customers 
are invited to come by 
the pharmacy one last 
time, or by calling (276) 
632-6222 or (276) 632-
5060.  

Pharmacy from page 1

Free admission to VMNH now available to low-income families
Th e Virginia Museum of Natu-

ral History (VMNH) in Mar-
tinsville announced that Hooker 
Furnishings is the museum’s latest 
corporate partner to support the 
national “Museum’s for All” initia-
tive, a program which provides free 
or reduced admission to more than 
500 museums throughout the 
United States for Electronic Ben-
efi t Transfer (EBT) cardholders. 
Additionally, the sponsorship will 
underwrite the costs of providing 
a number of museum educational 
programs for students in under-
served Virginia public schools.

Specifi cally, the partnership al-
lows for the museum to waive all 
admission fees for visitors who 
present their EBT card at the 

VMNH box offi  ce now through 
April 2022 as part of the “Mu-
seum’s for All” initiative led by 
the Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services (IMLS). Previously, 
EBT cardholders received reduced 
museum admission fees of $2 per 
adult and $1 per child.

Additionally, the partnership al-
lows the museum to off er several 
museum-led educational programs 
free of charge for K-12 public 
school classes in underserved Vir-
ginia schools qualifying for free or 
reduced lunches. Th e programs 
are available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis.

“Having the support of Hooker 
Furnishings helps tremendously 
as the museum continues to forge 

ahead with expanding its inclusiv-
ity initiatives and educational pro-
gramming opportunities through-
out Virginia and beyond,” said 
VMNH Deputy Director Ryan 
Barber. “Th is latest partnership is 
especially exciting, as it continues 
a long history of the company’s 
support of the museum that began 
over 25 years ago.”

EBT cardholders from any state 
wishing to take advantage of free 
VMNH admission must simply 
present their EBT card and ac-
companying identifi cation at the 
museum box offi  ce upon arrival. 
More information about this pro-
gram can be found at www.vmnh.
net/plan-your-visit.

Virginia’s K-12 public school 

teachers wishing to take advantage 
of the cost-free educational pro-
grams off ered through the support 
of Hooker Furnishings can contact 
the museum at  discover@vmnh.
virginia.gov  or visit  www.vmnh.
net/education/distance-learning to 
learn more.

“Hooker Furnishings is proud 
to continue a partnership with 
VMNH that began over 25 years 
ago,” said Jeremy R. Hoff , Chief 
Executive Offi  cer. “Th is part-
nership is an integral part of our 
Environmental, Social and Gov-
ernance (‘ESG’) eff orts. We be-
lieve helping to educate the next 
generation is an important part 
of our environmental stewardship 
responsibilities and VMNH is the 

perfect vehicle to do that through 
its research and interpretation 
of our natural history. Addition-
ally, helping to remove barriers to 
STEM-based educational oppor-
tunities to under-served popula-
tions is a critical step forward so-
cially.” 

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the museum is currently 
open to visitors Fridays and Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and closed all other days. VMNH 
Distance Learning programs are 
off ered Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and must be 
reserved in advance. To learn more 
about VMNH hours of operation 
and educational programming op-
portunities, visit www.vmnh.net.




