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mats right here in Henry 
County. 

“There’s just so many 
life lessons that I’ve 
learned from wrestling,” 
Gravely said. “The sport 
is a grind in itself, so tak-
ing that lesson that ev-
erything isn’t going to be 
easy and embracing that 
has helped me in pretty 
much every other area of 

my life.”
Gravely said his cous-

in, Nate McKenzie, ini-
tially pitched the idea 
of participating in the 
Saturday clinic. McK-
enzie is one of the assis-
tant wrestling coaches at 
PHCC. 

“Honestly, I didn’t 
know that there was an 
opportunity to do this,” 

Gravely said. “I found 
out that PHCC has a 
wrestling team now, 
which is cool because 
they didn’t have one 
when I was younger. My 
cousin asked me to come 
over and it was initially 
supposed to be a small 
thing. The word kind 

See Gravely, page 8

Former Magna Vis-
ta High School wres-
tling standout Tony 
Gravely may be a big 
time UFC star now, 
but he hasn’t forgotten 
his roots. 

On a trip home to 
visit his mother for 
her birthday, Gravely 
carved out some time 
to take part in a wres-
tling clinic at Patrick 
Henry Community 
College (PHCC). 

For the next gen-
eration of wrestlers 
gathered at William 
F. Stone Hall, it was a 
chance to meet a local 
legend. But for Grave-
ly, it was a chance to 
impart life lessons 
which he learned 
from the wrestling 

Bassett High School’s 
Class of 2021 ‘displayed 
acts of courage’ 

The picture of reversion is be-
coming clearer as the Henry County 
Board of Supervisors and the Mar-
tinsville City Council both approved 
a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) during a joint meeting held at 
the New College Institute on May 26. 

City council unanimously approved 
the MOU, while the vote was split 4-2 
for the county. 

Vice Chairman Debra Buchanan, 
of the Horsepasture District, and Joe 
Bryant, of the Collinsville District, 
voted against the motion. 

The MOU will serve as a framework 
moving forward with more details to 
be released at a future date. The fol-
lowing is what we know for now:

For the purposes of the MOU, the 
term “at cost” will refer to out-of-
pocket costs, such as insurance, main-
tenance, and utilities. Rent is not in-
cluded for “at cost” expenses. Pro rata 
payments for any capital expenses may 
be applied for any long-term mainte-
nance costs. 

*The city’s constitutional officers 
will cease to exist upon reversion. The 
duties of the Treasurer, Commissioner 
of Revenue, Elections and Registrar, 
Jail and Corrections, Commonwealth’s 
Attorney, and all court systems will be 
absorbed by the county.

Office space occupied by the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney for the city will 
be offered to the county at cost. The 

Gravely gives back through 
lessons learned on the mat

See City Council, page 7

City council and supervisors approve agreement

More than 250 seniors 
in Bassett High School’s 
Class of 2021 received their 
diplomas at a May 21 com-
mencement. 

“Nelson Mandela once 
said ‘I learned that courage 
was not the absence of fear 
but the triumph over it.’ I 
would be remiss if I didn’t 
acknowledge the unwaver-
ing courage that the Class 
of 2021 has displayed dur-
ing this unprecedented 
school year,” said Tiff any 
Gravely, principal.  

“I am proud of the for-
titude that you exhibited 
in the pursuit of this day. 
Your steadfast tenacity has 
brought you to this day of 
attrition, whether it was 
having the physical cour-
age to balance school and 
a full-time job to help your 
family be fi nancially stable, 
or having the intellectual 
courage to apply to an Ivy 
League college, Yale Uni-
versity to be specifi c, and 

Tony Gravely held a wrestling clinic at PHCC on May 22. 

Jim Adams, chairman of the Henry County Board of Supervisors (left), and  Kathy 
Lawson, mayor of Martinsville, are pictured at a May 26 meeting to discuss a 
reversion agreement between the city and the county.

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

Not only did Martins-
ville High School’s Class 
of 2021 have to adapt 
to a new way of learn-
ing and communicating, 
it also had to overcome 
losing contact friends 
and other obstacles.

“We have missed a lot 
of opportunities, such 
as band performances, 
football games, tennis 
matches, swim meets, 
prom, and so much 
more,” senior represen-
tative Katherine Rorrer 
said. 

“Despite these hard-
ships, the Class of 2021 
has met these challenges 
head on by learning new 
technologies, accepting 
a new normal, and still 
working hard to finish 
up our high school ca-
reer.

“We have learned the 
importance of advocat-
ing for our own educa-
tion in the face of ad-
versity,” Rorrer said. 
“We have survived and 
thrived during a pan-
demic. There is nothing 

that can stop the Class 
of 2021. I expect noth-
ing but greatness from 
this year’s graduates. 
Whether they are go-
ing to college or directly 
into a career, I believe 
that success will follow 
each and every one of 
us.” 

Rorrer was among 
several speakers to ad-
dress Martinsville High 
School Class of 2021 
during commencement 
on Saturday, May 21.

Trinity Gravely said, 
“These past four years 
of our lives have been 
nothing but exhaust-
ing times, and I am so 
proud of every single 
one of you. We didn’t 
know that last year in 
March would be the last 
time we would see each 
other, and we have been 
the strongest class be-
cause of what we have 
been through and what 
we had to deal with here 
at Martinsville High 
School.”

The class endured 

Martinsville graduates 
are unstoppable

Although every graduation in-
cludes a mention about how hard 
the class worked to graduate, Charles 
Byrd, principal of Magna Vista High 
School, said the more than 230 grad-
uates were survivors.

“I think it is more than fair to say 
that no class has worked through, or 
overcome more, than the group we’re 
celebrating” today, Byrd said at Satur-
day’s commencement.

“Perseverance is a powerful word, 
and it is defined by Merriam-Web-
ster as ‘the continued effort to do or 
achieve something despite difficul-
ties, failures, or opposition.” I believe 
that it is safe for everyone here to ac-
knowledge you have been the perfect 
model of perseverance for us all,” he 
said.

“There is a lot to celebrate as the 
Class of 2021 prepares to leave and 
become alumni,” Byrd said. “Many of 
the students attended career academy 
and received certifications in cos-
metology, agriculture sciences, and 
industrial maintenance and HVAC. 
Twenty-six of you have received your 
associates degree from Patrick Henry 
Community College prior to your 
high school graduation today.”

Byrd said The Harvest Foundation 
placed a significant investment in the 
graduates’ futures, as “78 of you have 
successfully applied to take advan-

tage” of available funds to receive an 
associate degree at no cost for their 
family. 

“To date, the graduating Class of 
2021 has accumulated $1.6 million 
in scholarships, tuition assistance, 
and other forms of financial sup-
port. This number continues to grow 
daily,” he said. “Warriors we’re unbe-
lievably proud of you. In the weeks, 
months, and years ahead, I challenge 
you to continue to be innovative and 
resilient. Keep proving to everyone 
around you that you can and will be 
great at anything you attempt.”

Senior Brianna Bitz said the big-
gest trial the class faced is a world-
wide pandemic.

“We have marched through our se-
nior year with Zoom calls and Can-
vas instead of Friday night lights and 
normal senior events. Compared to 
the average senior year, ours has been 
unique to say the least. We may not 
have gotten the usual pep rallies, stu-
dent section chants, and daily walks 
in the hallway, but we received may 
lessons, motivations, and many un-
forgettable memories,” Bitz said. 

While it the loss of memories also 
can be devastating, Bitz said when 
the perspective is changed, “we are al-
lowed to see blessing we have received 

No class overcame more 
than Class of 2021

Magna Vista High School’s Class of 2021 graduated Saturday, May 22.

See Class of 21’, page 4

See No Class, page 7

The Bassett High School Class of 2021 turned their tassels 
on Friday, May 21.

The Martinsville High School Class of 2021 graduated May 22. Martinsville High 
School Principal Aji Dixon said the class was courageous, resilient, and has what 
it takes to be successful.

“Zoom meetings ev-
ery day, the 45-minute 
tests, the essays we knew 
didn’t make sense, but 
we turned them in any-
way. We went through 
all year with no senior 
activities, no prom and 
homecoming, no sports, 
but we made it. We have 
made it today where we 
can be together one last 
time,” Gravely said.

Even though there 

See Graduates, page 7

Staff Reports
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Punctuation mark
 6. Married woman
 9. Nocturnal rodent
13. Suffix
14. A way to disappoint
15. Saddle horse
16. West African country
17. Philippine island
18. “Girls” creator Dunham
19. A type of twin
21. Groans
22. Infections
23. What a beaver makes
24. Thou
25. Make a mistake
28. Receive
29. Dresses
31. Burn the surface of
33. Where coaches observe
36. Ceremonial offices
38. Paddle 
39. The body’s main artery

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. Altered the original 
state
44. Alleges
45. Short-billed rails
46. Northern Thai province
48. Albanian monetary unit
49. Who the Wolverines 
play for
51. Oath
52. Astronomical period
54. A single unit
56. Presides over
60. Spoiled tot
61. Hillsides
62. Fertility god
63. Assuage
64. Signs a contract
65. Ancient Greek war 
dance
66. Allows
67. Lunar crater
68. Crash a motorcycle 
(Brit. slang)

CLUES DOWN
 1. Loose-fitting undergar-
ment
 2. Western Romanian city
 3. Unit of length
 4. Type of electricity
 5. Article
 6. Mothers
 7. Monetary unit
 8. Single Lens Reflex
 9. Tan-colored horses
10. Region
11. Cautious in spending 
money
12. Belittle
14. Sarcastic
17. Fathers
20. Clothes
21. Opera’s Callas
23. Lentil dish
25. Energy-saving module
26. Make sense of a language
27. Hurries through

29. Songs to one’s lover
30. Name given to plant groups
32. Improves
34. Patriotic women
35. Inflamed swelling on the 
eyelid
37. Instrument in Indian music
40. Request
42. Make into leather without 
using tannin
43. Defies
47. Neither
49. Flower cluster
50. Phonological unit
52. Leaves in water
53. Cavalry-sword
55. Famed American cartoonist
56. Messenger ribonucleic acid
57. Scarlett’s home
58. Make
59. Stony waste matter
61. What to do at auction
65. Incorrect letters

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Saturday, June 5

Th e Infi nity Acres Ranch 6th Annual 
Spring Carnival will be held from 11 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. Admission is $5 per person. An 
additional $3 kids activity band will also in-
clude face painting, the dunking booth, the 
Critter Train, games and prizes. Music and 
entertainment will be provided by Pirates of 
the Piedmont. Masks and social distancing 
are recommended. For more information, 
call (276) 358-2378. 

Th e Henry County Bike Club will hold 
its annual Bike Ride for Awareness begin-
ning at 10:30 a.m., at Jack Dalton Park. Th e 
ride is intended to raise awareness for bicycle 
safety. Th is will be a 12-mph max ride for ap-
proximately nine miles. To view the route, 
visit www.henrycountybikeclub.com. Th e 
ride will be held rain or shine and helmets 
are required. Local law enforcement will es-
cort riders. For more information, call (276) 
340-9105. 

Thursday, June 10
Th e Patrick Henry Community College 

Board will hold a special called meeting at 12 
p.m.

GO Virginia Region 3 announces a series 
of Stakeholder Input Sessions as part of the 
2021 update of its Growth & Diversifi cation 
Plan. To participate in Zoom sessions and 
provide input for the 2021 update to the GO 
Virginia Region 3 Growth & Diversifi cation 
Plan, participate in Session 4 – Entrepre-
neurship, at 10 a.m. To register, go to https://
govirginia3.org/growth-diversifi cation-plan-
input-sessions/. 

Saturday, June 12
Virtual Kick-off  Celebration of Pride of 

Rural Virginia Virtual Community Chats 
- a series of interactive community conver-

sations to better understand the healthcare 
needs and experiences of LGBTQIA+ peo-
ple. 1-2:30 pm. For more information and to 
register, visit www.vrha.org/pride

Monday, June 14
Th e Colonel George Waller Chapter of 

the Sons of the American Revolution and 
the American Red Cross are hosting a blood 
drive at the Martinsville-Henry County 
Heritage Center and Museum on 1 E. Main 
Street in Martinsville. Th e drive is being 
held as a celebration of Flag Day. Th e drive 
will take place from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. To 
schedule an appointment, contact Johnathan 
Phillips at (276) 806-5022.

Tuesday, June 15
Th e Patrick Henry Community College 

Board will hold a special called meeting at 
noon.

Monday, June 21
Th e Patrick Henry Community College 

Board will hold a special called meeting at 12 
p.m.

ONGOING
West Piedmont Planning District Com-

mission is seeking public input on three sur-
veys for upcoming projects. All of the surveys 
and opportunities can be accessed on www.
wppdc.org and the planning projects are: 
Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan 5-Year 
Update (survey and interactive story map for 
residents); Regional Pandemic Recovery & 
Economic Resiliency Plan (survey for busi-
ness and industries); Piney Forest Road Cor-
ridor Study by Danville MPO (residents who 
travel down Piney Forest Road in the City of 
Danville). For more information, contact 
Michael Armbrister at (276) 638-3987 or 
email marmbrister@wppdc.org. 

Duncan named to 
SNHU President’s List

Amber Duncan, of Martinsville, has 
been named to Southern New Hamp-
shire University’s Winter 2021 Presi-
dent’s List. Th e winter term runs from 
January to May.

Full-time students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point average of 3.700 
and above are named to the President’s 
List. Full-time status is achieved by 
earning 12 credits; undergraduate day 
students must earn 12 credits in fall or 
spring semester, and online students 
must earn 12 credits in either EW1 & 
EW2, EW3 & EW4, or EW5 & EW6.

Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity  (SNHU) is a private, nonprofi t 

institution with an 88-year history of 
educating traditional-aged students and 
working adults. Now serving more than 
150,000 learners worldwide, SNHU of-
fers approximately 200 accredited un-
dergraduate, graduate and certifi cate 
programs, available online and on its 
300-acre campus in Manchester, NH. 
Recognized as the “Most Innovative” re-
gional university by U.S. News & World 
Report and one of the fastest-growing 
universities in the country, SNHU is 
committed to expanding access to high 
quality, aff ordable pathways that meet 
the needs of each learner. Learn more 
at www.snhu.edu.

County, PSA offi  ces 
to close for holiday

In observance of the Memorial Day 
holiday, Henry County and PSA offi  ces 
will close at noon on Friday, May 28, 

and remain closed on Monday, May 31.
Convenience centers for garbage dis-

posal and recycling will be open as usual.

PHCC’s STEM 
Innovation Camp for 
middle school girls returns

Th is summer, Patrick 
Henry Community Col-
lege is bringing back its 
popular Verizon Innovative 
Learning camp for middle 
school girls. 

Camps will be held 
from June 7-25 for Patrick 
County residents and from 
July 12 – 30 for Martins-
ville and Henry County 
residents. 

Th ese camps off er mid-
dle-school-aged girls an 
immersive experience with 
science, technology, engi-
neering, and math (STEM) 
unlike any other.

With a three-week in-
tensive learning experience, 
girls in grades six through 
eight gain hands-on expe-
rience in augmented and 
virtual reality, coding, and 
3D design. Th e girls will 
even get to meet infl uential 
woman leaders in STEM. 
Past participants say that 
the innovative projects and 
inspiring speakers have 
helped them better under-
stand their future career 
opportunities and their 
own capabilities. In the 
context of completing fun 
challenges and exploring 
new and exciting concepts, 
participants learn to foster 
an entrepreneurial mindset 
and become design think-
ers.

Th anks to the Verizon 
Foundation and the Na-
tional Association for 
Community College En-
trepreneurship (NACCE), 
the camp is free for ris-
ing sixth, seventh, and 
eighth-grade girls. Lunch 
and transportation to and 
from the campsite will be 
provided. Students will re-
ceive a tablet to use for the 
duration of the program. 
Following the summer, the 

students will participate in 
monthly sessions through-
out the academic year. To 
register for the camp, call 
276-656-5461.

To date, Verizon has 

invested over $200 mil-
lion in this initiative and 
has reached more than one 
million students. Learn 
more at  www.VerizonIn-
novativeLearning.com.

Hairston named to 
SNHU Dean’s List

Bernice Hairston, 
of Ridgeway, has been 
named to Southern New 
Hampshire University’s 
Winter 2021 Dean’s List. 
Th e winter term runs 
from January to May.

Full-time students who 
have earned a minimum 
grade-point average of 

3.500 to 3.699 are named 
to the Dean’s List. Full-
time status is achieved by 
earning 12 credits; un-
dergraduate day students 
must earn 12 credits in 
fall or spring semester, 
and online students must 
earn 12 credits in either 
EW1 & EW2, EW3 & 

EW4, or EW5 & EW6.
Southern New Hamp-

shire University  (SNHU) 
is a private, nonprofi t 
institution with an 88-
year history of educating 
traditional-aged students 
and working adults. 
Learn more at www.snhu.
edu.

Masks optional at PHCC, 
vaccines will not be mandated

learn, or conduct business on 
a community college cam-
pus.

Additionally, those who 
have been completely vac-
cinated are no longer re-
quired to wear masks while at 
PHCC.

For anyone who feels safer 
or more comfortable wear-
ing a mask, PHCC encour-
ages and supports continued 
mask use.

Th ese directives were 
the result of consultation 
with the community college 
presidents and senior lead-
ers across the 23 community 
colleges, and refl ect the state-
ments made by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), the Offi  ce of 
Governor Ralph Northam, 
and the Virginia Department 
of Human Resource Man-
agement (DHRM).

“I believe it is in the best 
interests of our faculty, staff , 
and students to encourage 
everyone to get their COV-
ID-19 vaccine. However, we 
will not require an individual 
to be vaccinated to attend or 
to work at one of our colleg-
es,” VCCS Chancellor Glenn 
DuBois said in a statement.

According to PHCC’s 
President, Dr. Angeline God-
win, the college will immedi-
ately transition to keep in line 
with the VCCS’s directives.

Patrick Henry Com-
munity College (PHCC) 
received directives from 
Virginia’s Community Col-
lege System (VCCS) which 
governs the state’s 23 com-
munity colleges regarding 

COVID-19 vaccines and the 
use of masks.

According to the new 
guidance, Virginia’s commu-
nity colleges will not require 
the COVID-19 vaccines or 
proof of vaccination to work, 
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Primland is seeking high energy 
candidates for a Nail Technician in the 
Spa.  Must have a valid Virginia License.  

Qualified applicants may apply by 
sending a resume to pnester@primland.com 

or go to www.primland.com to 
complete an application.  

Primland is an EOE

Shoe-leather: How the path of a Critz pioneer 
can be walked by future women leaders

Becoming the fi rst per-
son to break a societal bar-
rier doesn’t come easy, and 
often comes at the cost of 
a lot of shoe leather. 

Originally a term used 
in journalism, “shoe-leath-
er” eventually became a 
metaphor applied to any 
eff ort that is based on 
walking around to meet 
people face-to-face to ac-
complish a desired goal. 
Th is constant walking 
would in turn cause wear 
on said person’s leather 
shoes. 

Along with journal-
ism, the method was also 
proven eff ective for politi-
cal campaigns, as demon-
strated by Critz native 
Mary Sue Terry.

She employed the tech-
nique in her campaign 
for the Attorney General 
post and became the fi rst 
woman in Virginia to be 
elected to statewide offi  ce. 

Before that, Terry won 
the support of a major-
ity of Patrick and Henry 
county voters in a suc-
cessful bid to become a 
member of the House of 
Delegates.

She said she was initial-
ly inspired to run for of-
fi ce because of the issue of 
drunk driving and a dis-
parity in electricity rates 
between West Virginia 
and Virginia, even though 
the two states shared the 
same provider. 

“Th e only way that I 
got elected was shoe-leath-
er,” Terry said. “I went to 
every country store and I 
went to every fi re depart-

ment because I fi gured if 
those fi remen could get 
to know me and call me 
Mary Sue as opposed to 
‘that woman’ that they 
might consider voting for 
me.”

Th e decision to run for 
offi  ce wasn’t viewed as a 
courageous for Terry. 

“You can have fear, and 
I had fear,” she said. “But 
it is walking through it.”

Terry said she was the 
assistant commonwealth 
attorney under then Com-
monwealth’s Attorney 
Martin Clark. After de-
ciding not to run for the 
vacant House of Delegates 
seat himself, Clark threw 
his support behind Terry. 

“I worked hard and af-
ter a while people started 
saying ‘she works hard,’” 
Terry said. “Th ese folks 
that think they can run for 
offi  ce by just sending out a 
letter for a fundraiser, that 
never works. I had to call 
people to get money.”

Th e game of politics is 
won and lost by who has 
the bigger pocketbook, ac-
cording to Terry. 

“When I positioned 
myself to run for attorney 
general, I was told that my 
money would be matched 
around Virginia in north-
ern Virginia, Richmond 
and Tidewater by what I 
could raise down here,” 
she said. “Not being a 
person of independent 
wealth, I went to work.”

Terry said she sought to 
raise a total of $1 million. 
To accomplish this, she 
sought donations from 
“fl agships” in Martinsville 
for $5,000 contributions. 

“Th e fi rst people that 

I sat down with were Bill 
and Carolyn Franck,” 
Terry said. “I explained to 
them why I was running 
and that I really hoped 
they would be a fl agship.” 

Th e wear on Terry’s 
shoes seemed to pay off  as 
Bill Franck asked, “would 
you take more than that?’” 

“I said certainly, and I 
thanked them and I left,” 
Terry said. “Th e next 
thing I knew, I was getting 
a check for $15,000.”

Terry kept up the hard 
work, eventually raising 
more than $250,000 in 
local money. 

“I never resented rais-
ing money because that 
was the goal,” she said. 
“Th e only way that I could 
win and try to make a dif-
ference in Virginia was 
you had to have money. 
You have to lay the foun-
dation.”

By putting in the work 
early, Terry said she was 
able to “wipe out” the 
competition by time the 
Democratic primary came 
around. 

“I never had opposition 
for the nomination to At-
torney General, I never 
had opposition the second 
time and I never had op-
position for governor,” 
Terry said. “You just can’t 
sit in a phone booth and 
call people. I say this as an 
encouragement. You just 
have to get out there and 
work hard. Women know 
everything about working 
hard.” 

But, Terry told those 
assembled at the Martins-
ville-Henry County Heri-
tage Center and Museum 
that simply reminiscing 

about old times wasn’t her 
end goal for the May 23 
program.   

“I’m here to encourage 
you to do something that 
perhaps some of you have 
never known, and that is 
to step-up,” Terry said. 

Th e audience con-
sisted of mostly women. 
Terry’s lecture was hosted 
in conjunction with the 
Heritage Center and Mu-
seum’s exhibit, “Agents of 
Change: Female Activism 
in Virginia from Women’s 
Suff rage to Today.” 

Only one person in 
the crowd appeared to be 
under the age of 18. After 
Terry’s personal story, that 
person asked one ques-
tion: “What advice would 
you give to those that are 
looking to get into poli-
tics?” 

“Get involved with 
your local Democratic 
committee, let them see 
you as a worker bee,” Ter-
ry said in response. “You 
have to be a worker bee. 
Th at’s what I was. Once 
you are known as a worker 
bee, then you’ll get more 
and more responsibili-
ties. Th en, they can get to 
know you and they can 
trust you.”

Even when she was 
initially running for of-
fi ce, Terry said there were 
certain characteristics of 
women that tended to 
hold them back. 

“Women do not gravi-
tate towards power, which 
is a good thing,” Terry 
said. “Studies show that 
women will often say to 
themselves ‘well, I just 
don’t feel qualifi ed.’ Wom-
en are instinctively inse-

Former Virginia Attorney General Mary Sue Terry beside “The 
Rising Generation” display from the “Agents of Change: 
Female Activism in Virginia from Women’s Suffrage to Today” 
exhibit at the Martinsville-Henry County Heritage Center and 
Museum.

cure about qualifi cations, 
but that does not mean 
they are unqualifi ed.”

If a potential candidate 
can instead maintain focus 
on why they are running 
for offi  ce, Terry said they 
will be successful.

“Th at’s the reason that 
it is important for people 
to circle around a woman 
who might be interested, 
and provide that support 
and encouragement,” 

Terry said. “Th e next time 
there is an opening for the 
board of supervisors or the 
school board, some of you 
need to caucus and think 
of somebody that you re-
ally think would be good 
and you need to surround 
that person, tell them you 
will be with them, that 
you’ll work for them and 
that you will expand the 
network. Th at’s the only 
way to make a diff erence.”

Brandon Martin
Staff writer

City council approves budget on fi rst 
reading, fi nal hearing set for June 8

Th e Martinsville City 
Council approved the fi s-
cal year 2021-2022 budget 
on fi rst reading at its May 
25 meeting. 

Total expenses out-
weighed revenues by 
$6,541,153. While the 
budgeted expenditures 
came in at $99,087,022, 
the city only projected rev-
enues of $92,545,869.

Th e fund with the larg-
est gap was the general 
fund, which had expenses 
of $2.9 million less than 
revenues. 

Th ere were no recom-
mended increases in taxes, 
rates or fees. Real estate tax-
es were set at $1.03975 per 
$100 assessed value, per-
sonal property taxes were 
set at $2.30/$100, and 
machinery and tools taxes 
were set at $1.85/$100. 

Th e schools are set to 
receive approximately 
$6.2 million in total local 
contributions. Th e budget 
included level funding for 
outside agencies except for 

9-1-1 and social services. 
Th ere was also a reduction 
in funding to the health 
department which was 
off set by increases in state 
funding to the agency. 

Th ere was an additional 
fi ve percent cost of living 
adjustment for city em-
ployees accompanied by 
an increase in health insur-
ance. 

Final estimates for some 
budget items could be af-
fected by federal legisla-
tion and reversion.

City Manager Leon To-
warnicki said the city is ex-
pecting approximately $13 
to $14 million in funds 
from the American Rescue 
Plan. 

Council members will 
convene on June 8 to ap-
prove the budget on sec-
ond reading. Changes and 
adjustments can still be 
made for two weeks up 
until that vote. 

In other matters, city 
council:

*Recognized the city’s 
winners of the “If I Were 
Mayor” contest. Benjamin 

Wood received fi rst place, 
Morgan Niblett received 
second place, and Deme-
trious Brown received 
third place. 

*Recognized the fol-
lowing city employees for 
service awards: Matthew 
Shumate for fi ve years in 
Electric Construction; Co-
rey Agee, Charles Creasy 
and Roy Lineberry for 
fi ve years with the Sher-
iff ’s Department; Charles 
Griffi  th, Adam Parnell and 
Steven Rogers for fi ve years 
with the Police Depart-
ment; Tony Hall for fi ve 
years with the Central Ga-
rage; Ricky Hundley for 
10 years with Sewer Main-
tenance; Alberto Herrero 
for 10 years with the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney; Ja-
son Hairfi eld for 10 years 
with Street Markings and 
Signs; Harvey York for 15 
years with the Wastewater 
Plant; Michael Martin for 
20 years with City Hall 
Maintenance; and Charles 
Anderson for 25 years with 
Traffi  c Signals. 

*Set a public hearing 

City council recognizes their winners of the “If I Were Mayor” contest. Front (from left to 
right): Vice Mayor Jennifer Bowles, Demetrious Brown, Benjamin Wood, and Morgan Niblett. 
Back: Mayor Kathy Lawson and Council Members Danny Turner, Tammy Pearson and Chad 
Martin. 

be off ered by another in-
dividual. Th e seats up for 
consideration are those 

currently held by Domi-
nique Hylton and Yvonne 
Givens. 

for June 8 to hear names 
for citizens interested in 
being appointed to the 
school board. Citizens 
may appear in person, 
stating their name, ad-
dress, and interest in the 
position; or their name, 
address, and interest may 

Staff Reports
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Th e United States en-
joyed a period of energy 
dominance in recent years. 
Responsible development 
of our natural resources pro-
vided Americans with more 
aff ordable energy produced 
domestically. In September 
2019, the United States be-
came a net petroleum ex-
porter for the fi rst time since 
the keeping of monthly re-
cords began in 1973.

Americans have paid less 
to heat their homes and fuel 
their cars and benefi ted from 
job growth tied to the energy 
industry as a result of energy 
dominance. Unfortunately, 
President Biden seems to 
have prioritized reversing 
these gains since taking of-
fi ce.

He set the tone on day 
one of his Administration 
by revoking permits for the 
Keystone XL pipeline. If this 
pipeline proceeded, it would 

ship oil from our neighbor 
and ally Canada across the 
United States and create 
thousands of construction 
jobs. But Joe Biden said no.

One pipeline Joe Biden 
won’t say no to is Russia’s 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
carrying natural gas to Ger-
many. His Administration 
has waived sanctions im-
posed by Congress on the 
company constructing the 
pipeline. While taking steps 
to curb natural gas produc-
tion in the United States, 
President Biden is removing 
hurdles for Russia’s natural 
gas industry, which has an 
emissions profi le 42 percent 
higher than American natu-
ral gas.

Waiving these sanctions 
enables the completion of 
the pipeline, a project which 
will give Vladimir Putin 
signifi cant leverage over Eu-
rope. President Biden likes 
to talk tough about Putin, 
but he is casting aside one of 
the most important tools he 

has to actually counter Rus-
sia.

Th is decision comes on 
the heels of the hacking of 
Colonial Pipeline by a group 
of cybercriminals based in 
Eastern Europe with pos-
sible ties to Russia. Th e hack 
disrupted gasoline supplies, 
triggering a run on gas sta-
tions and a spike in prices. 
So far, justice has not been 
delivered to the hackers, 
only a $4.4 million ransom. 
While the Biden Admin-
istration dreams of wind-
mills and solar panels to be 
strewn across the country in 
the coming decades, work 
must be done now on secur-
ing the infrastructure upon 
which our society survives 
and prospers.

Against the backdrop of 
these stories in the news em-
phasizing the importance of 
getting energy policy right, 
U.S. Secretary of Energy 
Jennifer Granholm appeared 
before the House Energy 
and Commerce Commit-

tee’s Subcommittee on Ener-
gy, of which I am a member.

Th e purpose of the hear-
ing was ostensibly to discuss 
the Biden Administration’s 
proposed budget as it re-
lates to the Department of 
Energy. President Biden has 
not yet released a detailed 
budget, but if budgeting 
refl ects priorities, it is clear 
that his budget will prioritize 
ideological commitments 
over reliable and aff ordable 
American-produced energy. 
I used my time during the 
hearing to advocate for a re-
alistic energy budget.

I fi rst brought up the 
need for parity in research 
dollars spent on fossil and 
renewable fuels. Even if 
the Biden Administration 
achieves some of its more 
far-fetched goals for reliance 
upon renewable energy, fos-
sil fuels such as coal, natural 
gas, and oil will continue to 
be burned around the world. 
Finding ways to burn them 
in a cleaner and more effi  -

cient way will reduce global 
carbon emissions and open 
up export markets for Amer-
ican technology.

Inventing and manufac-
turing those technologies 
can create jobs, which is why 
I am excited about work 
being done close to home. 
Innovators such as the Cen-
ter for Advanced Separa-
tion Technologies, which 
includes Virginia Tech as a 
partner, and MOVA Tech-
nologies of Pulaski have 
taken meaningful steps to-
ward fi nding new uses for 
fossil fuels or reducing their 
impact on the environment. 
Th ese endeavors deserve our 
support.

I further noted to Secre-
tary Granholm that a power 
grid dependent upon re-
newable energy would need 
an enormous buildout of 
high-voltage power lines, 
burdening landowners by 
taking their land through 
eminent domain. Secretary 
Granholm’s answer, colocat-

ing power lines on federal 
land, may work in limited 
circumstances but will not 
be suffi  cient. 

Just think of the high-
voltage power lines currently 
in our area. Some cross 
through federal land, but 
they also cross over private 
land. 

When advocates talk up 
a carbon-free economy, they 
often omit these less exciting 
but vital details.

American energy inde-
pendence was an incredible 
achievement. Th e Biden 
Administration seems intent 
on squandering it with real 
costs to follow for Ameri-
can families, workers, and 
businesses. I urge President 
Biden to change course be-
fore further damage is done.

If you have questions, 
concerns, or comments, 
call my Abingdon offi  ce at 
276-525-1405, my Chris-
tiansburg offi  ce, at 540-381-
5671, or via email at www.
morgangriffi  th.house.gov.

On April 1, 2021, I got my sec-
ond dose of the COVID vaccine. 

Two months later, I am happy 
to report that I have not died, nor 
has the vaccine altered my DNA 
and transformed me into an ab-
human monster (although some 
might argue I was halfway there to 
begin with). 

I would say that I don’t feel any 
diff erent now that I’m fully vacci-
nated, but that’s not entirely true. 
Physically, I feel exactly the same. 
Mentally and emotionally, how-
ever, I’m in a much better place.

Now that the majority of my 
loved ones are fully vaccinated 
and I have a double-shot of the 
Moderna Special running through 
my veins, I’ve slowly started do-
ing normal stuff  again. It still feels 
weird eating inside a restaurant, 
but I’ve done it a handful of times. 
I’ve gone to gatherings and seen 
friends. I’ve hugged people! It’s 
been pretty fantastic.

Th is isn’t to say I’ve thrown 
my masks away. I anticipate that 
I’ll still be wearing one in grocery 
stores and at large gatherings, 
partly because this is the fi rst year 
I can remember that I didn’t catch 
some horrible bug during the win-
ter months. 

Believe it or not, there are a 

few things I’ll miss about shelter-
ing in place. I’ll miss saving a ton 
of money on gas. I’ll miss having a 
great excuse to weasel out of doing 
stuff . I’ll especially miss going days 
at a time without putting on real 
pants (rest easy, bourbon-themed 
sleep pants; you’ve done yeoman’s 
work). 

On the other hand, I might ac-
tually get to see my long-delayed 
Blue Öyster Cult concert at Th e 
Harvester this September. Soon 
I’ll fi nally be able to attend a pin-
ball tournament and lose horribly. 
Plus, I no longer have to worry as 
much about dying a painful and 
protracted death due to the Coro-
navirus, which is also cool. I think 
it all evens out. 

Yes, I’m excited about the slow 
return to normalcy. 

I just hope it continues. 
According to recent CDC sta-

tistics, nearly 40 percent of U.S. 
adults are fully vaccinated against 
the Coronavirus, and about 60 
percent of adults have received 
their fi rst dose.

While those are good numbers, 
we don’t know what percentage of 
the population needs to be vacci-
nated in order to reach herd im-
munity. I’ve heard anywhere from 
70-90 percent vaccination will 

be necessary to reach that point. 
While 70 percent seems doable, 90 
percent may not be possible — or 
at least, we may get there via infec-
tion rather than by vaccination.

Th e problem is that we’re even-
tually going to reach a point, soon-
er rather than later, when every-
body who wants to get vaccinated 
has been vaccinated, and we’re 
defi nitely going to have a bunch of 
vaccines left over. 

I realize that there are many out 
there who say, “Well, it’s my choice 
whether I want to get the vaccine 
or not. If I catch COVID, you’re 
already vaccinated, so what do you 
care?”

Part of me is tempted to say, 
as I have said in the past, that I 
truly don’t care anymore. Which 
is largely true. However, I do care 
about people who are immuno-
compromised and legitimately 
cannot get the vaccine for medi-
cal reasons. When healthy folks 
choose not to get the vaccine, 
they’re making also making that 
decision for the immunocompro-
mised, and it’s a terrible one.

Additionally, we don’t yet know 
how long the vaccine will last and 
whether or not booster shots will 
be necessary. I tend to think that 
it will eventually become normal 
to get an annual COVID shot at 
the same time as a fl u shot, but at 
this point, we just don’t know. And 
if the vaccine does end up losing 
effi  cacy as time passes, every un-
vaccinated person out there will be 
making the situation just a little bit 
worse for everyone. 

One thing I know for certain is 
that this situation is going to get 
worse before it gets better.

I was stunned when the CDC 
announced on May 13 that vac-
cinated people no longer have to 
wear masks in most indoor loca-
tions (except hospitals, public 
transit, and a handful of others). 
Apparently someone at the CDC 
thinks people are fundamentally 
good and honest at heart, which 
recent events have proven is de-

monstrably untrue. Obviously, the 
same people who refused to wear 
masks throughout this whole or-
deal except under duress are going 
to continue not wearing masks, 
only now they’ll falsely claim that 
they’re vaccinated. Obviously, this 
is going to result in an increase in 
infections and deaths. Obviously, 
the CDC sent the signal to many 
that the pandemic is fi nally over 
and we’ve beaten this thing.

Unfortunately, we haven’t.
As of now, COVID cases are 

at the lowest levels we’ve seen in 
months, but the war isn’t over. 
Th e U.S. is still recording about 
24,000 cases daily and about 500 
deaths per day. If we had a war 
with the Martians and they went 
from killing 2,000 U.S. citizens 
per day to 500 per day, we would 
not resume business as usual and 
announce a decisive victory over 
the Martians.

While our situation is improv-
ing, we’re not out of the woods 
yet. I’m enjoying the slow return 
to normalcy, and I’m sure you are 
too. And so, if you’re talking to 
an anti-vaxxer friend, I encourage 
you to gently remind them that 
the sooner they get vaccinated, the 
sooner life will return to normal.

Also, I fi rmly believe that 
throwing this article into some-
one’s face constitutes a gentle re-
minder.
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Th e solitary bugler 
stands apart, afar, an in-
trospective harbinger of 
grief.

A presence hid from 
eyes but not from ears, 
whose notes bespeak a 
universal fate.

Th e straining eyes seek 
out the silhouette; the ears 
seek out the sounds o’er 

sobs and groans—
Th e eyes oft times re-

warded with a glimpse, 
the ears with distant mel-
ancholy tones.

It seems until that 
trumpet of despair is 
sounded that the soul can-
not be gone,

But as the natural mel-
ody dies away, all there 
concede: reality has won.

Another soul has left 
this vale of tears to music 
sounded in a major key,

A corpse to sleep the 
sleep of sleeps for now, in 
patient death to sleep un-
til the day

When yet another 
trumpeter shall come to 
undo deeds of buglers of 
the past,

Confound our worldly 
wisdom right and left,

And summon last and 
fi rst and fi rst and last.

(Adapted in an eff ort to 
better refl ect the inclusive 
sensibilities of our mod-

ern era 2021).
Bill Charles,
Martinsville

A Note from the Poet: 
“Taps” was written in 
1972 based on my experi-
ences of playing for military 
funerals while a member of 
the 60th  Army Band, Ft. 
Polk, Louisiana.    I often 
played from a position that 
was “semi-hid.” I would be 
off  to the side, often near a 
tree.

TAPS II

end up earning a full scholarship. 
“Or having the emotional cour-

age to come to school the day after 
your house caught fi re to get another 
iPad to continue your virtual learn-
ing. Or having the heartful courage 
to maintain an ‘A’ average after losing 
someone dear to you. Or the physical 
courage to continue to strive to pass 
your classes after being diagnosed 
with cancer,” she said.

Courage also was apparent in the 
realm of academics, with students 
challenging themselves, especially 
during a global pandemic, Gravely 
said, and added that 111 students 
obtained an advanced diploma, 31 
students earned an associate degree, 
52 students received graduate of dis-
tinction, and 61 students obtained 
the accolade of honor graduate. 

Additionally, the class earned near-
ly $1 million in scholarships, she said.

Moving forward, students “will 
need to summon the same courage 
you exhibited this school year to help 
you navigate challenges. Just remem-
ber that fear and courage often go 
hand and hand. But you, the Class 
of 2021, have already demonstrated 
that you have the courage to continue 
on,” she said.

After the unprecedented events 

of the past year-and-a-half, Ignacio 
Ruiz-Sanchez, class president, said it 
the fi nal walk across the stage to col-
lect diplomas was surreal.  

“We have not had the ideal senior 
year as we have battled this deadly vi-
rus, but it is certain that you rose in 
triumph in defeating all obstacles and 
making it to this point today. I am 
beyond proud of this class for their 
achievements and most importantly, 
I am excited for the journeys you will 
set forth on after you offi  cially take 
your last walk as a graduate,” he said.

“Just four years ago we all faced 
the gut-wrenching feeling of dread 
and excitement as we walked through 
those lobby doors for the fi rst time. 
Each face here brought a new story to 
our class just as much as each of you 
will leave with an everlasting impact 
on future graduates,” he said.

When embarking on future en-
deavors, “Live passionately with no 
regrets and let your success not be 
fi nal. As you realize your dreams in 
college, in the military, in the work-
force, or any other course in life, let 
your success be the motivation for 
other’s achievements just as we cel-
ebrate those who came before us,” he 
said.

Madalyn Ann Oliver said she does 

not understand why people are so 
afraid of failure when it is one of the 
greatest teachers and motivators this 
world has to off er. 

“Failure may seem like the be-all, 
end-all, but it is not fatal. In truth, 
failure is a gift. We have all failed be-
fore, be it big or small. Failure is nat-
ural. It is human, it is unavoidable, 
and yet we fear it so much,” she said.

“As a society, we’ve been taught that 
failure is something to be ashamed of. 
But it’s time that we stopped viewing 
failure as something dreadful and be-
gin to see the true potential it off ers 
us as people,” Oliver said.

“We have not become the incred-
ible people we are today in spite of 
our failures. Th at would suggest that 
we learned nothing,” she said. “We 
are incredible people because of our 
failures and the lessons we learned 
from them. It is time to stop running 
from failure and seeing it as a curse 
and instead seeing it as the gift that 
it is. 

“It is then, and only then, that we 
can grab life by the horns and not be 
afraid to follow our dreams,” she said. 
“Now is the time for dream catching. 
Now is the beginning of the rest of 
our lives, and though we cannot be 
afraid to fail, we will succeed.”

Class of 21’ from page 1
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

OBITUARIES
Johnny Franklin Reed 

Johnny Franklin Reed, 
76, of Martinsville, Virginia 
passed away Th ursday, May 
6, 2021, at his residence. He 
was born November 15, 
1944, in Welch, West Vir-
ginia to the late John and 
Margaret Reynolds Reed. 
He proudly served his coun-
try in the United States Na-
tional Guard and had been 
employed with Century 
Link for over 42 years.  He 
coached basketball, baseball 
and football for over 30 years in the county.

Mr. Reed is survived by his wife, Brenda 
Patterson Reed; daughter, Heather Reed 
Rakes (Anthony); son, John Franklin Reed 

(Carol); sisters, Molly Shel-
ton (Mike) and Ginger Agee 
(Mike); grandchildren, Eli 
Rakes, Landon Reed and 
Collin Reed; and fi ve nieces.

A memorial service was 
held on Sunday, May 23, 
2021, at Wright Funeral 
Service Chapel with Jimmy 
Bousman offi  ciating. 

Memorials may be made 
in memory of Mr. Reed to 
Mountain Valley Hospice, 
730 E. Church Street, Mar-

tinsville, VA  24112.
Wright Funeral Service & Crematory is 

serving the family. Online condolences may 
be made at www.wrightfuneralservices.net.

Th omas Bernard Draper 
Th omas Bernard Drap-

er, 84, of Martinsville 
passed away Monday, 
May 23, 2021.   He was 
born March 29, 1937, to 
Th omas “Tommie” M. 
Draper and Lillian Hair-
fi eld Draper.  In addition 
to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his 
brother-in-law Morton 
Haynes.

He is survived by his 
wife of 64 years Ann Da-
vis Draper; daughter Bernadette Draper 
Watts and her husband Gary Edwards 
Watts; grandson Luke Edward Watts; 
granddaughters, Savannah Rae Watts 
and Molly Ross Watts; sister, Alma 
Draper Haynes; Brother John Daniel 
Draper and sister-in-law Jane A. Draper.

Th omas attended John D. Bassett 
High School. After high school, he was 
drafted into the military. He served as a 
medic in the U.S. Army during the Viet-
nam confl ict stationed primarily at Irwin 
Army Hospital in Fort Riley, Kansas.

Prior to and after his military ser-
vice, Th omas worked for Larry Fisher at 
Roselawn Cemetery for many years. He 
later worked for 37 years at CSI, Central 
Storage Systems, now known as Schen-
ker.

He was a hard worker who loved his 
family, but he had other interests as 
well. He was an avid bowler. He bowled 
all his life continuing until age 82. He 
was even named “Bowler of the Year” 
in 1965.  Although he never bowled a 
perfect game of 300, he came very close 
with a high score of 273.

He also loved NASCAR’s Ford driv-

ers. His favorite was Mark 
Martin, who he enjoyed 
watching win races.  He 
especially treasured his 
fi rst vehicle, a 1940 Ford 
Coupe, and his last, a 
1986 F-150 pickup truck.

When Bernadette was a 
senior in high school, she 
and Ann went to the Ford 
dealership and bought a 
Mustang.  Th omas traded 
it in a few days later and 
got a diff erent mustang 

he liked, which she drove for years at 
Appalachian State University and even 
after she married. He was a Ford man 
through and through.

As a boy, he became a member of 
Jones Chapel Church of the Brethren in 
his home community of Figsboro. After 
marriage, the young couple (just like 
kids) attended First Baptist Church in 
Collinsville.  In recent years, although a 
private person, Th omas confi rmed his 
faith in Jesus Christ to his daughter, Ber-
nadette, to his sister-in-law Jane, and to 
his brother-in-law, Mark.

A graveside service will be held at 11 
a.m. Friday, May 28, 2021, at Roselawn 
Burial Park

Memorials may be made to the Moun-
tain Valley Hospice of Yadkinville, 243 
N. Lee Avenue, Yadkinville, N.C. 27055 
or to the Alzheimer’s Association, 2728 
Colonial Ave., SW, Suite 2, Roanoke VA 
24015

Arrangements are by McKee-Stone 
Funeral Home-Martinsville, VA.

To express condolences online, visit 
www.collinsmckeestonemartinsville.
com

Myrna Hamilton McNeely 
Myrna Hamilton Mc-

Neely, 79 of 245 Yeatts 
Road Martinsville, passed 
away Sunday, May 23, 
2021. She was born in 
Henry County on Sep-
tember 29, 1941, to the 
late Edward Alexandra 
Hamilton and Dorothy 
Justice Hamilton.

She graduated from 
Martinsville High School 
and worked at V-C 
Freight Lines for 31 years 
and Warren Trucking for 14 years. Mrs. 
McNeely was a member of Wilson Street 
Pentecostal Holiness Church. She loved 
working in her fl ower garden.

Surviving are her husband of 58 

years, Billy Franklin Mc-
Neely; daughter, Sharon 
“Beth” M. Church and 
her husband Kelly Shawn 
Church; grandchildren, 
David Minter and his wife 
Brittney Minter and Haley 
Church;  great-grandchild 
Addyson Minter; brother, 
Curtis Wayne Hamilton 
and his wife Becky Hamil-
ton of Herndon, Virginia.

A memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

Arrangements are by McKee-Stone 
Funeral Home-Martinsville, VA

To express condolences online, visit 
www.collinsmckeestonemartinsville.
com

Input sought on broadband survey
Henry County residents 

are being asked to partici-
pate in an upcoming sur-
vey which will help iden-
tify gaps in communities for 
broadband coverage. 

Th e survey is part of a 
larger broadband planning 
study being conducted by 
ECC Technologies which 
has been hired by the coun-
ty to develop a plan moving 
forward. 

At a recent Henry 
County Board of Super-
visors meeting, Christian 
Youngblood, director of 
information services for the 
county, said the purpose of 
the study is to answer four 
questions that will deter-
mine the county’s broad-
band needs, the broadband 
options already available, 
where broadband is already 
available, and ways to make 
the county’s broadband 
connectivity better.

“COVID has really em-
phasized the fact that we 
need this technology in 
our area,” Youngblood said. 
“We need it for our tele-
health, we need it for our 
remote learning, we need it 
for work-from-home initia-
tives,” and for other virtual 
meetings. 

By having the study, 
Youngblood said the county 
will be able to incentivize 
current internet providers 
to off er better options. 

“Or, if we are not able to 
get the existing vendors to 
step up to the plate, they are 
going to help us create our 
own plans to form an au-
thority or some other mech-
anism so that we are able to 
serve our own customers,” 
Youngblood added.  

Youngblood said he en-
courages feedback from 
both residents and busi-
nesses. 

“We want you to tell us 
what broadband you have, 
what options do you have, 
what speed, who is the 
provider, what’s the cost,” 
Youngblood said. “Most 
importantly, there will be 
a comment section where 
you can tell us what you re-
ally feel.”

Youngblood said that 
current grants are based on 
Federal Communication 
Commission maps.

“Th ey have it where if a 
single house is served within 
a census block, then they 
get to go ahead and paint 
the whole census block 
off ,” he said. “So, if there 
is a mobile home park and 

only one home has access to 
it and the other 49 do not, 
they still get scratched off  
and they look like they are 
served.” 

With billions of fed-
eral dollars to be spent on 
broadband in the coming 
years, Youngblood said that 
the surveys and studies will 
position the county to be 
eligible for available funds. 

“We will apply for fund-
ing and they will ask, ‘where 
is your assessment,’” he said. 
“Without this, we really will 
not even be able to submit 
an application, so it (survey) 
is extremely important.” 

In other matters, the 
board:

*Approved three ad-
ditional appropriations to 
the school board for end-
of-year instructional pur-
chases, facilities upgrades 
and employee bonuses. Of 
the appropriations, two 
were categorical transfers of 
$175,000 from Pupil Trans-
portation to Instruction 
and $140,000 from Ad-
ministration, Attendance, 
and Health to Facilities. 
Th e third appropriation was 
$145,032 from the Pupil 
Transportation budget to 
the School Nutrition bud-
get. 

Th e money was to fund 
the cost of bonuses for eli-
gible School Nutrition staff . 
Th e school board previously 
approved a bonus in the 
amount of $1,400 to be 
paid to all eligible full time 
and part-time employees. 
Th e total fi scal impact is es-
timated to be $1,764,544. 
Th e bonus is in addition to 
the $1,000 that was paid 
to school employees and 
school board members in 
November of this fi scal year.

Before the board voted 
unanimously to approve 
the appropriations, Dr. J. 
David Martin, of the Iris-
wood District, discussed a 
contention he had with the 
request. 

“In this action, the 
school board members will 
be approving for themselves 
$2,400 in bonuses. Is that 
correct,” he asked. 

Dr. Ben Boone, direc-
tor of fi nance for Henry 
County schools, said that 
previous $1,000 was federal 
money used for hazard pay 
for employees that worked 
through the pandemic.

“Th is is something totally 
separate,” Boone said. “Th is 
is a bonus that we are giving 
to employees full-time and 
part-time who are current 
employees that are eligible.”

He noted that the cur-

rent appropriation from 
fuel-savings would provide 
bonuses for cafeteria work-
ers. 

“My specifi c question is 
that if we approve this, in 
November and now com-
ing up, the school board 
members individually will 
have received $2,400 in a 
bonus,” Martin said. “Is 
that a yes or a no?” 

“Th ey will have received 
a stipend in the fall and 
right now they will receive 
a bonus of $1,400, yes. So, 
$2,400 all together,” Boone 
said.

“I don’t want to be mean 
about this but when you get 
elected to a position, you 
don’t do it for the money,” 
Martin said. “And, I just 
have a problem with $2,400 
being given to school board 
members.”

Joe Bryant, of the Col-
linsville District, concurred. 

Schools Superintendent 
Sandy Strayer said that 
school board members had 
extra meetings, emails and 
phone calls throughout the 
pandemic. 

County Administrator 
Tim Hall added that, “as I 
understand it, this board 
does not have the ability to 
tell the school board how to 
spend its money. It’s either 
a yes or no on the proposed 
transfer.”

Martin voted yes on the 
proposal “because of all of 
the other employees.” 

*Presented a proclama-
tion to the family of former 
General Registrar Elizabeth 
Stone in honor of her life of 
service to the county. Stone 
was the longest-serving reg-
istrar in Virginia, having 
served from 1979 until the 
time of her death in 2020. 

Vice Chairman Debra 
Buchanan read the proc-
lamation which stated in 
part, “Elizabeth Bateman 
“Liz” Stone personifi ed 
what it means to be a pub-
lic servant, having worked 
for her community for 45 
years as Henry County’s 
General Registrar” and “the 
Board encourages everyone 
to emulate Ms. Stone’s life-
time dedication to her com-
munity and to the citizens 
whom she served.”

“I had the privilege of 
working with Liz for nu-
merous years and there was 
never a dull conversation, 
never a dull day and I never 
failed to not be impressed 
by how she did her job,” 
Hall said. “She was abso-
lutely dedicated to doing it 
the right way.” 

Stone’s son, E.C. Stone, 

E.C. Stone and Matt Duffy receive a proclamation from members of the Henry County Board 
of Supervisors and the Electoral Board to honor of the life of Elizabeth Stone.  

and grandson, Matt Duff y, 
were present to receive the 
proclamation. 

“I know she absolutely 
loved this place,” E.C. Stone 
said. “She would rather 
be here than on vacation 
which she very rarely ever 
took a vacation. I wanted 
to thank everyone on behalf 
of the family. It was really 
a nice honor. I know she 
would really be proud. She 
put everything she had into 
this job.”

*Heard an update from 
Everlena Ross, executive di-
rector of Pittsylvania Coun-
ty  Community Action, 
Inc., on services provided 
to low-income individuals 
in the service area which in-
cludes Pittsylvania County, 
Danville, Henry County 
and Martinsville. 

*Heard an update from 
Mark Heath, president and 
CEO of the Martinsville-
Henry County Economic 
Development Corp. 

*Heard an update on 
delinquent tax collection 
eff orts from Treasurer Scott 
Grindstaff . As of April 30, 
approximately 92.93 per-
cent of personal property 

taxes and 94.61 percent of 
real estate taxes have been 
collected. 

*Approved a waiver re-
quest to maintain split 
voting precincts at #203 
Horsepasture #2, #304 
Mount Olivet, and #505 
Dyer Store. Legislation was 
recently passed requiring 
each voting precinct to be 
wholly contained within a 
single congressional district, 
Senate District, House of 
Delegates district, and local 
districts. Th e waiver allows 
the precincts to remain in 
place until pending redis-
tricting. 

*Heard from Lisa Price-
Hughes, resident engineer 
for the Virginia Department 
of Transportation, on up-
coming projects. Paving will 
occur on secondary roads in 
mid-July on the following 
roads: College Drive, Stultz 
Road, Commonwealth 
Boulevard, Lee Ford Camp 
Road, Irisburg Road, Bas-
sett Heights Road, Henry 
Street, Rives Road, and Wa-
ter Plant Road. 

*Heard from Bryant 
about a Town Hall sched-
uled for June 24 at 7 p.m., 

in the Summerlin Meeting 
Room. 

*Appointed the follow-
ing individuals to respec-
tive boards: Lewis Turner, 
Sherry Vestal and Margaret 
Caldwell to the Blue Ridge 
Regional Library Board; 
Michael Smith and San-
dra Adams to the Parks 
and Recreation Board; Jeff  
Prillaman to the Planning 
Commission; Stephanie 
Tucker, Anita Davis Hobbs 
and Darrell Jones to the 
Community Policy and 
Management Team; Ali-
sha Hill to the Southside 
Community Action Board; 
and Garrett Dillard to the 
Piedmont Regional Com-
munity Services Board. 

Brandon Martin
Staff writer
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CLASSIFIED

WOODWRX, INC.
Woodwrx, Inc. Est. since 

1988 Carpentry/Cabinetry - 
fi ne woodworking, design, 
tile, closet & garage organiz-
ers, repairs, etc. Originally 
based in Palm Beach Coun-
ty- References Bob More-
house Phone: 276-930-
1703 Cell: 561-881-8292 
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx. net 
Website: Woodwrx.net

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

Gravel hauling and 
spreading/grading, pav-
ing and seal coating.
35 years experience in 
spreading gravel and paving.
Reasonable rates.
Call (276) 694-7786 or (276) 
340-8786 (cell)

Patrick Henry 
Community College 

Patrick Henry Community 
College in Martinsville, VA 
has the following job open-
ings: Nurse Aide/Practical 
Nursing Faculty, Patrick 
County Enrollment and Stu-
dent Success Specialist, 
Disability/Transfer Advisor, 
Educational Talent Search 
Advisor, Re-Employing 
Virginians (REV) Coach, 
Building and Grounds 
Technicians, and Adjunct 
Faculty in English, NCCER 
Plumbing, Patrick County 
Developmental Math, Psy-
chology, and Speech/Com-
munication Studies. For 
details and application in-
formation please visit http://

patrickhenry.edu/ , scroll to 
the bottom of the page, and 
click on Employment Op-
portunities. Patrick Henry 
Community College is an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity, disability, age, or 
veteran’s status. Women 
and minorities are encour-
aged to apply. 

Kreager 
Woodworking, Inc. 

Kreager Woodwork-
ing, Inc. is seeking full-time 
employees for 1st and 2nd 
shift.

Open positions include 
CNC operators, general 
woodworking machine op-
erators, forklift drivers, and 
fl oor help. We offer major 
medical insurance and com-
petitive pay. Apply at 9412 
Jeb Stuart Hwy. Meadows 
of Dan, VA (near Lovers 
Leap) between the hours of 
8 a.m. – 3 p.m. M-F. Call for 
after-hours appointment.

Trailer for rent, secu-
rity deposit is required, no 
smoking and no pets. Call 
276-229-4002

Benjamin Marauder Air 
Rifl e, $500, Call (276) 252- 
6320.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to 
make any such preferences, limitation or discrimination. Our 
readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate or 
employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

PHCC asked to reconsider decision to retain name
Virginia’s State Board of Com-

munity Colleges on Th ursday 
voted unanimously to amend 
its community college naming 
policy. 

Th e decision represents the 
latest step in a process that began 
nearly a year ago, when local col-
lege advisory boards were asked 
to review the appropriateness of 
the names of their college, cam-

puses, and facilities.
After completing a review, 

Patrick Henry Community Col-
lege’s (PHCC) local board rec-
ommended that PHCC’s name 
remain the same. 

Th e state board reviewed 
PHCC’s recommendation and 
unanimously voted to direct 
PHCC to reconsider this deci-
sion. Th e state board is asking 

the college’s leaders and the local 
board to reconsider their previ-
ous decision to retain their col-
lege’s name.

Th e new policy states that in-
stitutions’ names “should refl ect 
the values of inclusive and acces-
sible education articulated in the 
VCCS mission statement, with 
special emphasis on diversity, 
equity, and opportunity, and be 

relevant to the students it seeks to 
serve and to the geography of its 
service region.”

Following this recommenda-
tion, PHCC’s local board chair-
man immediately called four 
special-called meetings to discuss 
the policy change and to discuss 
amending its recommendation. 

Th e state board carries the sole 
authority to decide the names of 

Virginia’s community colleges; 
however, the board has provided 
the colleges on opportunity to 
make recommendations.

Th e special-called meetings 
of PHCC’s local board be held 
at noon on Th ursday, June 3; 
Th ursday, June 10; Tuesday, June 
15; and Monday, June 21. 

Th e board will not take public 
comment at the meetings.

Drugs and assets seized in 
undercover drug operation

Th e Henry County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce concluded 
an undercover narcotics 
operation during which 
pharmaceutical pills, along 
with quantities of fentanyl, 
heroin, methamphetamine, 
cocaine, and marijuana, 
were seized.

Assets connected to the 
distribution and traffi  cking 
of narcotics also were seized 
during the operation. Th ese 
seizures include vehicles 
and U.S. currency.

As a result of the drug 
operation, a Henry County 
Grand Jury issued indict-
ments on May 17. Th e 
operation resulted in 184 
felony charges being issued 
on 72 adults. Many of these 
indicted have been previ-
ously charged and may have 
been convicted of drug dis-
tribution in the past. 

On May 20, the Henry 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, as-
sisted by the Virginia State 
Police, Martinsville Police 
Department, Henry Coun-
ty Department of Public 
Safety, United States Mar-
shals Service, and the Drug 
Enforcement Administra-
tion, arrested 36 people.

During the arrest opera-
tion, additional narcotics, 
illegal fi rearms and U.S. 
currency also were seized. 

Agencies assisting in 
the investigations included 
Henry County Common-
wealth Attorney’s Offi  ce, 
Virginia State Police, Mar-
tinsville Police Department 
and the Drug Enforcement 
Administration.

Th ose arrested include: 
*Karlos Phillip Allen, 46, 

of Ridgeway, three counts 
distribute cocaine--second 
off ense; distribute meth-
amphetamine; distribute 
heroin--second off ense; 
distribute fentanyl--second 
off ense; endanger life of a 
child, Dec. 19, 2019-Jan. 
29, 2020. 

*Kevin Dale Campbell, 
52, of Fieldale, distrib-
ute cocaine--third of sub-
sequent off ense, Aug. 8, 
2019.

*Kevin Paul Clifton, 
41, of Martinsville, three 
counts distribute metham-
phetamine; possess fi rearm 
while distributing metham-
phetamine, Nov. 6-Dec. 6, 
2019.

*Tyrel O’Bryant Coles, 
32, of Collinsville, two 
counts distribute cocaine, 
Feb. 19-Oct. 1, 2019.

*Will Mose Cook IV, 
56, of Martinsville, three 
counts distribute cocaine--
third or subsequent off ense, 
May 21-June 4, 2019.

*Elijah Isaiah Cooke, 20, 
of Ridgeway, two counts 
distribute heroin, June 24-
July 7, 2020. 

*Daniel Anderson Da-
vis, 25, of Martinsville, six 
counts distribute metham-
phetamine, Jan. 27-March 
9. 

*Ricky Ray Day, 43, of 
Martinsville, three counts 
distribute heroin--third or 
subsequent off ense, March 
1-19, 2019.

*Michael James Diniz, 
58, of Martinsville, two 
counts distribute heroin; 
distribute fentanyl; distrib-
ute methamphetamine; 
possess fentanyl with in-
tent to distribute, June 19, 
2018-Aug. 30.

*David Charles Do-
navon Jr., 33, of Martins-
ville, distribute heroin, Nov. 
29, 2018.

*Benjamin McCoy Gil-
bert, 59, of Martinsville, 
two counts distribute co-
caine--second off ense, Aug. 
7-Sept. 4, 2019. 

*Steven Leo Goff  Jr., 
45, of Patrick Springs, dis-
tribute methamphetamine; 
conspiracy to distribute 
methamphetamine, Nov. 
30, 2020.

*Jasmine Nicole Hair-
ston, 30, of Martinsville, 
distribute methamphet-
amine--third or subsequent 
off ense, Aug. 18, 2020. 

*Posie Phillips Hairston, 
37, of Axton, three counts 
distribute heroin, July 
8-Aug. 11, 2020.

*Jeff ery Dehan Hall, 56, 
of Martinsville, distribute 
cocaine--second off ense, 
Sept. 18, 2019. 

*James Nathaniel Lowe, 
72, of Spencer, four counts 
distribute cocaine--third or 
subsequent off ense, June 
29-Aug. 27, 2020.

*Kenneth Louis Mar-
shall, 69, of Bassett, dis-
tribute buprenorphine and 
naloxone, Feb. 19. 

*Brandon William Mar-
tin, 37, of Collinsville, 
distribute methamphet-
amine--third or subsequent 
off ense; distribute heroin--
third or subsequent off ense; 
distribute fentanyl--third or 
subsequent off ense, Aug. 
28-Sept. 23, 2020.

*Kenneth Tyrone Moore, 
61, of Ridgeway, distribute 
oxycodone and acetamino-
phen, Aug. 19, 2019.

*Stacey Leon Moss, 53, 
of Martinsville, three counts 
distribute cocaine, Sept. 13-
27, 2019. 

*Teddy Ray Nelson Jr., 
36, of Bassett, distribute 
methamphetamine, June 
30, 2020.

*Erika Lynn Parsons, 
38, of Martinsville, three 
counts distribute meth-
amphetamine; distribute 
fentanyl; conspiracy to dis-
tribute methamphetamine, 
Feb. 26-March 12, 2020.

*Lewis Lamont Penn, 
46, of Martinsville, distrib-
ute marijuana, Oct. 17, 
2019.

*Victor Dwight Rob-
inson, 63, of Martinsville, 
distribute cocaine, Oct. 10, 
2019.

*Jordan Decarlo Stock-
ton, 44 of Axton, distribute 
cocaine, Dec. 17, 2019.

*Alonzo Clayborne 
Th omas, 39, of Martins-
ville, distribute heroin--
third or subsequent off ense, 
July 6, 2020.

*Jarrett Lee Titus, 34, 
of Martinsville, distrib-
ute fentanyl; distribute 
heroin;distribute imitation 
controlled substance; and 
attempt to distribute hero-
in, March 5-June 23, 2020.

*Derrick Lashawn 
Waller, 45, of Martinsville, 
distribute cocaine--third or 
subsequent off ense, June 
18-22, 2020.

*Marvin Laron Webb, 
41, of Martinsville, two 
counts distribute cocaine, 
March 2-3, 2020.

*Christopher Michael 
Wilson, 33, of Martinsville, 
distribute methamphet-
amine, Feb. 13, 2020.

*Keyvon Lashean Wim-
bush, 29, of Bassett, distrib-
ute cocaine, Aug. 31, 2020.

*Loje Nathaniel Witcher, 
23, of Bassett, distribute 
methamphetamine, Jan. 25.

*Robert Donald Wood, 
48, of Bassett, six counts 
distribute methamphet-
amine--third or subsequent 
off ense; two counts dis-
tribute less than 10 grams 
methamphetamine; con-
spiracy to distribute meth-
amphetamine--third or 
subsequent off ense, March 
17-April 29, 2020.

*Michael H. D. Wright, 
30, of Martinsville, six 

counts distribute cocaine; 
three counts endanger life 
of a child; distribute meth-
amphetamine, Feb. 20-Oct. 
22, 2019.

*Christopher Lawrence 
Wingfi eld, 36, of Axton, 
distribute methamphet-
amine; possess a fi rearm 
while distributing metham-
phetamine, Feb. 10, 2020. 

*Tamon Dorell Witcher, 
32, of Collinsville, three 
counts distribute cocaine, 
March 8-May 22, 2019.

Authorities continue 
seeking help in locating the 
following: 

*Timothy Shaine Ander-
son, 41, of Martinsville, dis-
tribute methamphetamine, 
June 29, 2020.

*Randall David Bow-
man, 51, of Stuart, two 
counts distribute oxycodo-
ne--third or subsequent of-
fense, April 8-May 6, 2020.

*Melissa Renee Broad-
nax, 46, of Ridgeway, dis-
tribute methamphetamine; 
endanger life of a child, 
June 2, 2020.

*Kimberly Ann Clark, 
45, of Martinsville, two 
counts distribute metham-
phetamine; conspiracy to 
distribute methamphet-
amine, Nov. 30, 2020-Jan. 
19, 2021.

*Richard Lee Coleman 
Jr., 35, of Collinsville, dis-
tribute fentanyl, Aug. 25, 
2020.

*James Matthew Con-
ner, 59, of Spencer, distrib-
ute cocaine, June 5, 2020.

*Heather Marie Davis, 
34, of Martinsville, distrib-
ute cocaine, Aug. 29, 2019.

*Troy Renard Dodson, 
43, of Martinsville, four 
counts distribute cocaine, 
Aug. 16-Sept. 16, 2019.

*Karl Roderick Dones, 
59, of Ridgeway, distribute 
cocaine, June 15, 2020.

*Michael Wendell Hair-
ston, 63, of Ridgeway, dis-
tribute cocaine--third or 
subsequent off ense, Dec. 
15, 2020.

*Tyler Blake Hensley, 23, 
of Collinsville, distribute 
methamphetamine, Jan. 20.

*Bradley Eugene Hyl-
ton, 36, of Madison N.C., 
distribute heroin, July 22, 
2020.

*Lea Mikaela Lachow-
icz, 36, of Ridgeway, three 
counts distribute heroin; 
two counts distribute meth-
amphetamine, Dec. 9, 
2020-Jan. 6, 2021.

*Landy Lafonzo Left-
wich, 44, of Martins-
ville, three counts dis-
tribute cocaine, Sept. 16, 
2019-March 31, 2020.

*Jessica Nichole Lewis, 
35, of Martinsville, dis-
tribute methamphetamine; 
conspiracy to distribute 
methamphetamine, June 8, 
2020.

*Mark Alexander Mar-
tin, 57, of Fieldale, three 
counts distribute cocaine--
third or subsequent off ense, 
April 1-13, 2020.

*Johnny Lee McBride, 
34, of Bassett, distribute 
methamphetamine; distrib-
ute heroin; and distribute 
fentanyl, Feb. 10.

*Darius Lavon Moore, 
31, of Martinsville, distrib-
ute oxycodone, Dec. 19, 
2018.

*Moses Cornell Moore, 
57, of Martinsville, fi ve 
counts distribute cocaine--
third or subsequent off ense, 
May 21-Oct. 7, 2019.

*Ryan Lewis Moore, 
36, of Martinsville, three 
counts distribute fentanyl; 
endanger life of a child, 
May 20-27, 2020.

*Jerry Wayne Nester Jr., 

29, of Eden, N.C., distrib-
ute methamphetamine, 
Oct. 6, 2020.

*Cleophus Verdell 
O’Neil Jr., 63, of Bassett, 
distribute methamphet-
amine, May 21, 2020.

*John Martin Pratt, 27, 
of Bassett, distribute meth-
amphetamine; distribute 
fentanyl; and distribute tra-
madol, Oct. 13, 2020-Jan. 
6, 2021.

*John David Ratliff , 55, 
of Martinsville, distribute 
oxycodone, Dec. 2, 2020.

*Jerome Jermaine Reyn-
olds, 34, of Martinsville, 
three counts distribute co-
caine--second off ense, Nov. 
7-20, 2019.

*Kevin Scott Robinson, 
44, of Collinsville, distrib-
ute methamphetamine, 
Dec. 3, 2020.

*Bryant Christopher 
Scales, 36, of Martinsville, 
three counts distribute co-
caine, two counts endan-
ger life of a child, Sept. 10, 
2019-April 9, 2020.

*Robert George Sim-
mons, 41, of Ridgeway, four 
counts distribute metham-
phetamine; conspiracy to 
distribute methamphet-
amine, March 17-June 8, 
2020.

*Jerome Allen Spencer, 
37, of Ridgeway, two counts 
distribute cocaine; two 
counts possess fi rearm while 
distribute cocaine, Nov. 25-
26, 2019.

*William Anthony Star-
kie, 67, of Martinsville, two 
counts distribute cocaine, 
June 25-July 7, 2020.

*Diamond Nicole Stowe, 
27, of Ridgeway, distribute 
methamphetamine, Feb. 
14, 2019.

*Ronrico Antonio Tay-
lor, 45, of Martinsville, two 
counts distribute metham-
phetamine--second off ense; 
distribute heroin--second 
off ense; distribute fentanyl-
-second off ense; endanger 
life of a child, Jan. 7-Feb. 
19, 2020.

*Curtis Daryle Tinsley, 
43, of Axton, distribute co-
caine--third or subsequent 
off ense, Feb. 5, 2020.

*Courtney Levon Trent, 
41, of Ridgeway, distribute 
cocaine, Oct. 23, 2019.

*Dwayne Antonio Val-
entine, 36, of Martinsville, 
four counts distribute co-
caine--second off ense, May 
29, 2019-Feb. 10, 2020.

*Dykarius Latavian 
Wells, 29, of Martinsville, 
distribute cocaine, Oct. 29, 
2019.

TAKE NOTICE that the 
City Council of Martinsville, 
Virginia, at its regular session 
to be conducted on Tuesday, 
June 8, 2021 at the City 
Council Chambers, Martins-
ville Municipal Building (sec-
ond fl oor), 55 West Church 
Street, Martinsville, Virginia, 
shall conduct the following 
public hearing at 7:30 p.m. 
or as soon thereafter as prac-
ticable:

Pursuant to Code of Vir-
ginia § 22.1-29.1, for consid-

eration of two appointments 
to the School Board for the 
City of Martinsville, both 
expiring June 30, 2024.  No 
nominee or applicant whose 
name has not been consid-
ered at this public hearing 
shall be appointed as a school 
board member.    

Th e public is invited and 
encouraged to attend.

Leon Towarnicki, 
City Manager

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Taylor Adelman
James Madison

University

Addison Clark
Virginia Military

Institute

Ennass Alfahd
UNC

Greensboro

Nour Bensadik
UNC

Greensboro

Grace Bowling
Patrick 

Henry CC

Bryce Cox
Virginia 

Western CC

Isaiah Eggleston
St. Mary's College 

of MD

Jayson Fain
Jefferson 
University

Aundrea Grubb
Concord 
University

Tyron Henry
Radford 

University

Ryan Holliday
St. Mary's College 

of MD

Jeffrey Huang
University of 

Illinois

Amelia Monroe
Pepperdine
University

Polina Padun
Central 

Piedmont CC

Garret Kangas
Campbell 
University

Emma Keys
UNC

Wilmington

Brooke Thomson
James Madison

University

Hadden Probst
UNC

Chapel Hill

Rebecca Clardy
Campbell
University

Elizabeth Gentry
James Madison

University

Cali Martin
Randolph 

College

Carlisle School | 300 Carlisle Road Axton, VA 24054  | 276-632-7288
Now Enrolling for 2021-2022 - Discover The Carlisle Experience at CarlisleSchool.org

21 Graduates Offered $4.1 Million
in Merit-Based Scholarships

Received 91 Acceptances
to 52 Schools

No Class from page 1

Graduates from page 1

City Council from page 1

county will be responsible for 
providing security for the of-
fice. Personal property of the 
Treasurer and Commissioner 
of Revenue will be retained by 
the city, except for personal 
property of the accessor. All of 
the other office space for the 
constitutional officers will re-
main titled to the city. Should 
the county need the space, it 
will be offered at cost. 

The Town of Martinsville 
will no longer offer court ser-
vices but will retain the facili-
ties. The county will have the 
option to continue to use the 
General District Court space, 
along with the clerk space, at 
cost until the consolidation is 
completed. The county will 
be responsible for providing 
security for the court.

The sheriff ’s office, jail, 
annex and prison farm will be 
offered to the county for use 

at cost. Sheriffs for the two 
localities will be responsible 
for figuring out the details 
of the transition, including 
work release.    

*The city will no longer 
participate in the Depart-
ment of Social Services or the 
local Department of Health 
upon reversion. Martinsville 
will continue to contribute 
and participate in the govern-
ing bodies of the Blue Ridge 
Regional Library, Economic 
Development Corp., Region-
al Airport Authority and the 
9-1-1 Operations Center. 

*Amendments were made 
to the revenue sharing agree-
ments between the city and 
the county. The Bryant prop-
erty will be removed from 
the Commonwealth Crossing 
Business Centre agreement. 
Two adjustments were made 
to the Patriot’s Centre In-

dustrial Park agreement. The 
Martinsville Industrial Park 
will now be included in the 
agreement, and Martinsville 
will now receive revenue ear-
lier, to the date of reversion. 
Revenue will continue to be 
split between the two locali-
ties, with Henry County re-
ceiving two-thirds of the 
revenue and Martinsville re-
ceiving the other third. 

*The Martinsville school 
system will be absorbed by 
the Henry County school sys-
tem. Druid Hills Elementary 
School, Patrick Henry El-
ementary School, Clearview 
Early Learning Center, and 
the original old gym will be re-
tained by Martinsville. Druid 
Hills will either be used as a 
veteran’s service center or for 
some other taxable purpose. 
The other two schools will 
be used for redevelopment 

plans. Martinsville High 
School, Martinsville Middle 
School and Albert Harris 
Elementary School will be 
transferred to the county. 
The auditorium at the high 
school will continue to be 
available for community use. 
Besides the auditorium, the 
Henry County School Board 
will have the sole responsibil-
ity of determining the use of 
the buildings that transfer to 
the county. 

*The Town of Martinsville 
will continue to provide the 
same urban services as when 
it was a city.

*The Town of Martinsville 
will be responsible for all cur-
rent debt, including debt on 
property transferred to the 
county, such as Martinsville 
High School. Additionally, 
the city agrees not to incur 
any additional debt on any of 

the property being conveyed 
to the county. 

*The Commission on Lo-
cal Government will make 
a recommendation for the 
effective date of reversion, 
which will be reviewed by the 
three-judge panel. 

*Martinsville agreed to 
extend the moratorium on 
annexation to 10 years from 
the effective date of rever-
sion instead of the two years 
required by statute. The ex-
tension is contingent upon 
continued retention of the 
Henry County Public Service 
Authority as a customer. 

*The Board of Supervisors 
will have the full authority to 
establish voting districts and 
set the number of seats on 
the Board of Supervisors and 
school board, with at least 
one seat from entirely within 
the town limits. 

through this process. 
There are going to be 
many moments in life as 
we continue growing up 
where life is going to hit 
us when we least expect 
it.”

However, because of 
this unique senior year, 
Bitz said the Class of 

2021 knows that it is ca-
pable of conquering.

“We embody what a 
Magna Vista warrior is 
supposed to be: Proud, 
resilient, and inspiring,” 
she said.

Kendall Motley said 
graduates are “quite 
frankly, the best class that 

has ever walked through 
the doors of Magna Vis-
ta High School. There 
have been plenty of trials 
and tribulations just the 
year, and I never want to 
see the Canvas loading 
screen ever again. But 
you took the challenge 
and conquered it.

“I know the past 
year hasn’t given what 
it was supposed to give, 
but I know we all tried 
to make the best of it. 
We adopted many new 
hobbies and skills that 
I know we never would 
have discovered had cir-
cumstances been differ-

ent,” she said.
“This next chapter in 

your life is completely 
blank. Thankfully, you 
hold the only pen to use 
to continue your story. 
No two stories will be 
the same,” Motley said. 
“Class of 2021, enough 
is enough. It is time 

to put our silly differ-
ences aside and become 
the leaders this world 
most desperately needs. 
It is time for us to put 
our heads and hearts 
together and do more 
good than evil. We are 
extremely smart and ex-
tremely tough.”

were challenges, “we have 
done nothing but become 
closer as a class over the past 
four years,” Gravely said. “We 
have watched each other grow 
up, from the football, basket-
ball, and soccer games, to the 
pep rallies and fun activities 
along the way. But we have 
done it together.”

Gravely said by meeting the 
obstacles, the Class of 2021 
learned who they are and who 
they are meant to be.

“We have learned a lot, but 
we still have a lot to learn,” she 
said, and ended with a quote 
attributed to Steve Jobs. 

“‘Your time is limited, so 
don’t waste it on someone 
else’s life. Don’t let the noises 

of other’s opinions drown out 
your own inner voice, and 
most importantly, have the 
courage to follow your heart 
and intuition. Stay hungry, 
stay foolish,’” Gravely said.

Martinsville High School 
Principal Aji Dixon also 
noted that “our seniors have 
overcome challenges and ad-
versities to arrive at this very 
point right now today. We’re 
proud of the tenacity, dedica-
tion, and perseverance of our 
young people. These young 
people have overcome chal-
lenges and adversities that I’m 
not so sure other classes might 
have. I stand here proud and 
thankful that we’ve had this 
opportunity to work with our 

young people,” 
Dixon said the class was 

courageous, resilient, “and 
has what it takes to be suc-
cessful. And they will be as 
long as they keep remember-
ing the perseverance and re-
siliency that brought them 
thus far. Martinsville Class of 
2021, we love you.”

School Superintendent Dr. 
Zebedee Talley Jr. said the 
class did what no one else in 
his 43 years of education has 
done. 

“You survived a pandemic. 
Don’t take it lightly. I’m ex-
cited about your resilience 
because it is resilience the 
characteristic that makes a 
basketball, or any ball, bounce 

back when you bounce it,” he 
said.

“You could have been bitter 
about this happening during 
your time that you could not 
fellowship with your class-
mates to make memories, that 
you could not get together for 
proms or athletic, or other 
things that you were deprived 
of,” Talley said.

While there are those who 
live in rosy gardens, “the real 
people in your life will tell 
you this will not be the only 
pandemic you face,” Talley 
said. “In life, there will be 
challenges. In life, things will 
not go the way you planned. 
In life, you will have uncer-
tainty, but you cannot give 

up.
“You proved that you have 

the metal, the strength, the 
wherewithal to conquer any-
thing because you graduated 
from high school, you’ve en-
dured a pandemic, you en-
dured being alone at home, 
you’ve endured so much,” Tal-
ley said. “Certainly, anything 
else you come into contact 
with, and conflict within your 
later years, should be easy for 
you. I am very proud of you. 
Other classes can talk about 
surviving, but you’ve really 
been a survivor.” 

(Individual photos of 
graduates will be featured in 
the June 5 edition of Henry 
County Enterprise.)
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Tony Gravely gives wrestling tips to students.

Gravely from page 1

of spread and it became 
bigger, which is great.” 

Even though the event 
was a special event for 
youngsters, it also pro-
vided a great deal of 
gratification for Gravely. 

“It’s awesome being 
able to give back in this 
way. I’ve gotten so much 
from wrestling,” he said. 
“Pretty much everything 
in my life has come from 
wrestling. If I didn’t 
wrestle, then I probably 
wouldn’t have gone to 
college. I got into a lot 
of trouble when I was a 
kid, but when I started 
wrestling, I got a new 
direction and it made 
me more disciplined. It 
helped guide me and get 
me to where I am now in 
my career.”

The direction that 
wrestling guided Gravely 
in was further forward 
than even he initially 
thought possible. 

Gravely won two state 
championships at Mag-
na Vista and he added 
two more conference 
championships at the 
collegiate level during 
his time at Appalachian 
State University. 

A UFC fighter since 
2019, and now with a 
professional mixed mar-
tial arts (MMA) record 

of 21-6, Gravely said he’s 
still that “same ole Tony.

“To be able to come 
back and share with 
everyone what it has 
done for me and what 
it can do for them is re-
ally cool,” he said. “They 
think it’s cool that I’m in 
the UFC, and the kids 
kind of get a kick out of 
looking at me like I’m 
some celebrity or some-
thing. I’m just the same 
old person that I was and 
I’m glad I was able to 
come back and be part of 
something like this.” 

A current resident of 
Florida, Gravely said he 
doesn’t get many oppor-
tunities to return home. 

“I think I’ve only been 
able to come home twice 
in the past year,” he said. 
“With traveling and my 
competition schedule, I 
don’t get to come back as 
much as I would like, so 
this was a great opportu-
nity.”

Gravely currently 
practices with the pro-
lific MMA camp Ameri-
can Top Team, which 
has been responsible for 
grooming former UFC 
champions like Tyron 
Woodley, Dustin Poir-
er, Robbie Lawler and 
current women’s Ban-
tamweight and Feath-

erweight Champion 
Amanda Nunes.

“It’s surreal practic-
ing with American Top 
Team,” Gravely said. “If 
you grew up watching 
fighting, you’d always 
hear about them and 
other big gyms. Now 
that I’m a part of it, it’s a 
crazy feeling. I remember 
the first time I walked 
in. Since I watch pretty 
much all the fights, I 
knew who all the fight-
ers at the camp were. So, 
meeting them in person 
for the first time was re-
ally cool.”

Having now made the 
journey to the UFC him-
self, Gravely’s idols have 
become friendly rivals. 

“The more you are 
there, you become 
friends with them, and 
they are your practice 
partners,” he said. “Peo-
ple that I used to watch 
when I started fight-
ing about six years ago 
are now my teammates, 
and I’m keeping up with 
them as we all try to out-
do each other.”

One reason that 
Gravely is able to keep 
pace in a sport that com-
bines boxing, kickbox-
ing, Jiu Jitsu, Muay Thai 
(Thai boxing) and wres-
tling, is because his expe-

rience is in the latter.  
“I’m a little biased be-

cause I wrestled, but I 
think it is the best base 
for fighting, even just 
self-defense,” Gravely 
said. “If you can control 
where a fight takes place, 
then it makes all of the 
difference. A lot of the 
Jiu Jitsu guys think their 
skills are the best, but 
their takedowns aren’t 
the best. If you are a real-
ly good grappler, but you 
can’t get people to the 
ground, then it’s kind of 
an issue. Wrestling kind 
of bridges that gap.”

As Gravely attempted 
to explain the impor-
tance of wrestling to the 
students gathered for the 
camp, a couple of famil-
iar faces in the stands 
beamed with pride in 
who he had become. 

The first was his fa-
ther, Harold Gravely. 

“I used to travel 
around to see him com-
pete all the time,” Har-
old Gravely said. “I’d 
never missed any of his 
matches up until his last 
two. COVID stopped 
me from seeing those.”

Harold Gravely said 
it’s only natural that his 
son would end up in the 
pros given the work he 
has put into his craft. 

“He’s always been de-
termined, never liked to 
lose at anything,” Harold 
Gravely said. “He feels 
like he can outwork any-
body, so he’s got the right 
mentality to compete 
with the pros.”

With his son compet-
ing on that level, Harold 
Gravely said that he is 
touched by the response 
from the community. 

“I’ve got to admit that 
people here in Martins-
ville and Henry County 
have really supported 
him,” he added. “He has 
a fan club. I think it is a 
good deal. To me, it’s a 
really big deal. It makes 
me grateful. He’s done a 
good job.”

The second familiar 
face for Tony Gravely 
was that of his former 
wrestling coach, Zeak 
Ca’Stle. 

“Tony was an excel-
lent student. He always 
did his work, and I never 
had any trouble with 
him staying eligible to 
compete. That’s the main 
thing that coaches always 
worry about, but he was 
never a problem,” Ca’Stle 
said. “I credit his suc-
cess to his work ethic. 
The days he wasn’t with 
me, he would be running 
outside around the foot-
ball field until their prac-
tice was over. He never 
missed a practice. The 
only one he did miss was 
when I sent him home 
when he was ill.”

Much like Harold 
Gravely, the sight of Tony 
Gravely on a wrestling 
mat in Henry County 
again gave Ca’Stle a 
strong sense of pride in 
what he helped nurture.  

“I’m overjoyed to see 
how far he has come from 
the wrestling room to the 
UFC cage,” Ca’Stle said. 
“It’s unbelievable, him 
coming back here and 
doing these clinics. I’m 
ecstatic. I heard he was 
coming to town and I 
wouldn’t miss this for 

the world. He’s made me 
really proud, and he has 
made his parents really 
proud. I’m his number 
one fan after his dad.”

Having Tony Gravely 
come to do the clinic was 
beneficial for the wres-
tling program at PHCC, 
according to head coach 
Justin Smith. 

“This event today is 
an awesome recruiting 
tool,” he said. “It’s really 
just marketing and trying 
to get the name out to 
the team. When COVID 
hit, a lot of the schools 
around here weren’t al-
lowed to compete. They 
could practice but that 
was really it.”

In addition to some 
lessons for some of his 
own student athletes, 
Smith said the event 
attracted local talent 
as well as middle and 
high school students 
from Cave Springs and 
Staunton River. 

“Right now, we have 
five students on the team. 
There are 10 weight 
classes,” Smith said. “We 
have the state runner up 
from Powhatan that is 
coming here. He’s a stud 
and we can’t wait to have 
him. He’s going to come 
here and then go to Aver-
ett. It’s just an awesome 
way that you can use the 
NJCAA as a platform to 
get some more mat time. 
If you want to go to Fer-
rum, you can. If you 
want to go to Averett, 
you can. Or if you want 
to try Virginia Tech, you 
can too.”

Like Tony Gravely, 
Smith hopes wrestling 
will open the doors to 
something better for the 
students in his program.  

Those in Martinsville 
and Henry County who 
weren’t able to see Tony 
Gravely at PHCC will 
have the chance to see 
him compete on televi-
sion in the fall. He said 
his next scheduled fight 
is Sept. 18.
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