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Student athletes and teams were 
recognized by the Henry County 
School Board at the July 1 meeting.

“We’re very excited to honor our 
students who worked so hard on these 
accomplishments during the pan-

demic,” Director of Communications 
Monica Hatchett said.

In other matters, the board:
*Approved the consent agenda.
*Approved the crisis plan for the 

2021-2022 school year.
*Selected Thomas Auker, of the 

Blackberry District, to be the vot-
ing delegate to represent the school 

board at the Virginia School Board 
Association Delegate Assembly of 
the 2021 Annual Convention and 
Benjamin Gravely, of the Iriswood 
District, as the alternate.

*Heard proposed revisions to the 
school board policies and regulations.

*Approved the Athletic and 
Activities handbook as presented.

Search for jogger 
temporarily 
suspended due to 
impending rain 

School teams recognized by board

The search for a 
Chappaqua, New York 
man missing since Friday 
from Primland Resort 
in Vesta was temporar-
ily suspended Wednesday 
due to rain in the fore-
cast.

But “we are not giv-
ing up” the effort to find 
Bruce Rubin, Patrick 
County Sheriff Dan 
Smith said. “We owe it 
to his family to continue, 
and we will.” 

Rain is predicted for 
much of the rest of the 
week, according to the 
National Weather Service 
in Blacksburg. 

The search for Rubin, 
61, will be halted until 

the areas of interest have 
time to dry, Smith said, 
and explained the spe-
cialized rope teams had 
been rappelling cliffs 
that are unnavigable any 
other way. Team mem-
bers “have been going off 
the mountain and back 
up. When it’s wet, there 
is no way you can risk 
going into the gorges. 
We have to wait until it 
dries back out,” he said.

“This terrain is 
extremely dangerous,” 
Smith said, adding that 
the areas currently being 
searched are slick in dry 
weather. Continuing the 
search during or imme-
diately after rain would 
add to the already dan-

Wildlife experts 
recommend not feeding 
birds as investigation 
into deaths continues

Participation sought in broadband survey

A display of the cable wireline coverage in Henry County on the Virginia Broadband Availability Map.

As daily life continues 
to change in the advent of 
21st Century technologi-
cal advances, it is becom-
ing increasingly clear that 
access to reliable internet 
is necessary to keep the 
American dream alive. 

To maintain that dream 
locally, Henry County is 
asking its residents to par-
ticipate in a new survey 
designed to pinpoint the 
most significant lapses in 
the area’s currently available 
broadband coverage. 

Residents of both Henry 
County and the City of 
Martinsville may take part 
in the survey which will be 
available until Sept. 15. 

According to maps 
provided by the Federal 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

Commission (FCC), the 
area is currently considered 
a lower priority to receive 
federal and state grants to 
expand broadband.   

“The mapping is abso-
lutely key,” said Christian 
Youngblood, Director 
of Information Services. 
“If you look at the maps 
provided by the FCC, it 
appears like we have pretty 
good coverage but anyone 
who actually lives or works 
here knows that isn’t always 
the case. We need better 
data so we can help draw 
a more complete picture 
of what broadband really 
looks like locally.”

Participation in the sur-
vey isn’t limited to those 
without a home internet 
connection, Youngblood 

said. 
“It is not just a matter of 

simply getting internet to 
everybody who lives here,” 
he said. “That is certainly 
one of the goals but we are 
also looking at other factors 
such as how fast the inter-
net is and how expensive 
the internet is. Then we 
want to know what we can 
do to make it better.” 

Overall, the survey cre-
ated in partnership with 
ECC Technologies will 
help determine where 
broadband users are 
unserved or underserved. 
The data will then be used 
to develop a digital map of 
all internet providers and 
resources in the area. 

Once the new digital 
map is created, Youngblood 

Down by the river and across the 
train tracks in Bassett sits a quaint 
shopping spot that offers a variety 
of items hard to find anywhere else. 

This spot, formally known as the 
RiverWalk Mini Mall, has been in 
operation for the past four years and 
is a treat for first-time shoppers. 

“If I was walking in here for the 
first time after crossing those rail-
road tracks and passing the ribbons, 
I would think ‘what in the world 
is RiverWalk?’ Then after I came 
in, my eyes would widen and my 
mouth would be wide open because 
I wouldn’t be expecting the beauty 
and everything that we have here,” 
said Marjorie Wilson, co-manager 
of the mall. “There are so many 
things that we have that you can’t 
find anywhere anymore. Items like 
antiques that my mother used to 
have, juicers, spreaders–there’s just 

something for everybody.”
Wilson, who is also one of the 10 

vendors at the mall, said the estab-
lishment has been open for four 
years total, but only for two years 
continuously. 

The mall was originally an idea 
born out of repurposing the Historic 
John D. Bassett High School. 

“Adam Wright went to his dad 
and told him that he knew the 
(Historic John D.) Bassett High 
School was closing down,” Wilson 
said. “They looked into it and 
they bought the high school and 
they started doing events up there. 

RiverWalk Mini Mall offers treasures and more

Marjorie Wilson, co-manager of the RiverWalk Mini Mall, offers a 
variety of crocheted hats and blankets.

See Mini Mall, page 8

See Search, page 2

In late May, wildlife 
managers in Washington 
D.C., Maryland, Virginia, 
West Virginia, and 
Kentucky began receiving 
reports of sick and dying 
birds with eye swelling and 
crusty discharge, as well as 
neurological signs. 

More recently, addi-
tional reports have been 
received from Delaware, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, and Indiana. While 
the majority of affected 
birds are reported to be 
fledgling common grack-
les, blue jays, European 
starlings, and American 
robins, other species 
of songbirds have been 
reported as well. 

No definitive cause(s) 
of illness or death have 
been determined at this 
time. No human health 
or domestic livestock and 
poultry issues have been 
reported.

The Virginia 
Department of Wildlife 
Resources (DWR) has 
been monitoring the 
extent of the event in the 
Commonwealth since late 
May.  The Virginia areas 
affected by the mortal-
ity event include several 
counties and cities, among 
them are Alexandria, 
Arlington, Clarke, Fairfax, 

Falls Church, Fauquier, 
Frederick, Loudoun, 
Manassas, Prince William, 
Shenandoah, Warren, and 
Winchester.  

Between May 23 
and June 30, the DWR 
received over 1,400 reports 
of sick or dying birds 
from the affected areas. 
Approximately 450 of the 
reported cases described 
eye issues and/or neuro-
logical signs.  

The natural resource 
management agencies 
in the affected states and 
the District of Columbia, 
along with the National 
Park Service, are continu-
ing to work with diagnostic 
laboratories to investigate 
the cause(s) of this event. 
Those laboratories include 
the USGS National 
Wildlife Health Center, 
the University of Georgia 
Southeastern Cooperative 
Wildlife Disease Study, the 
University of Pennsylvania 
Wildlife Futures Program, 
and the Indiana Animal 
Disease Diagnostic 
Laboratory.

The following infec-
tious agents have not 
been detected in any 
birds tested, based on 
results received to date: 
Salmonella and Chlamydia 
(bacterial pathogens); avian 

Patrick County Sheriff’s Capt. Rob Coleman and Deputy 
Noah Wolfe scale a peak overlooking the Dan River 
Gorge during the search for Bruce Rubin, a guest at 
Primland Resort.

Taylor Boyd
Staff writer

Staff Reports

said it will be easier to ascer-
tain and understand the 
community’s broadband 
needs, including the identifi-
cation of all available broad-

The Magna Vista High School Boys Soccer Team became the Region D3 Soccer champions.

See Survey, page 2

Debbie Hall
dhall@theenterprise.net

See Teams Recognized, page 5

See Feeding Birds, page 7
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Plant of the mint family
 7. Hand tool
13. Made of the color of gold
14. A volume of several novels
16. Type of degree
17. Good job!
19. Seventh tone in major scale
20. Fevers
22. One’s mother
23. Fertile desert spots
25. Large integers
26. Plate for Eucharist
28. Tennis matches have them
29. Peyton’s little brother
30. Monetary unit of N. Korea
31. Head movement
33. Twelve
34. Renaissance musical 
instrument
36. Behavior showing high 
moral standards

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

38. Letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet
40. Notes to be sung
41. Women’s garment
43. Coarsely ground corn
44. One point south of due east
45. A way to deplete
47. Rough, prickly covering 
of a seed
48. LA hoopster, but not a 
Laker
51. Hindquarters
53. Franz van __, German 
diplomat
55. Liquid body substances
56. Rhythmic patterns
58. A beaver might build one
59. Police offi cer’s tool
60. Indicates who you are
61. Pinwheel
64. Exist
65. Ornamental molding

67. Closes again
69. Verses
70. Come into view
CLUES DOWN
 1. Short stick used as a weapon
 2. An alternative
 3. Laws
 4. Sense organs
 5. One from Utah
 6. Mariner
 7. People in charge of cattle
 8. Health insurance organization
 9. Ornamental box
10. Forest-dwelling deer
11. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
12. Atomic #71
13. Become less intense
15. Cowards
18. Body ornament (slang)
21. Applicable to all cases
24. Multiplied by 6
26. Afghanistan monetary unit

27. Calendar month
30. Cena and Lennon are two
32. Monetary unit of Serbia
35. First time on the market
37. Georgia rockers
38. Free from contamination
39. Coastal region of Canada
42. Clothing retailer
43. It rises and sets
46. Fathers
47. Stain with mud
49. Suitable for crops
50. Feels concern for
52. Orange-brown
54. Buddy
55. Late sportscaster Craig
57. Used to align parts
59. Wake up
62. Solid water
63. Semiprecious stone
66. Atomic #45
68. Top lawyer

Friday, July 9
A canoe day will be held at 

Beaver Creek Reservoir begin-
ning at 10 a.m. Instruction will 
be provided for beginners. All 
canoe rentals will be free dur-
ing the instructional period. For 
more information call Henry 
County Parks & Recreation at 
(276) 634-4640.

Friday-Saturday, 
July 9-10 

‘Fido’s Finds will hold a 
“blazing hot” Big Basement 
Summer Sale from 10 a.m.- 5 
p.m. Friday, and Saturday, July 
10th from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
119 East Main Street UpTown 
Martinsville. Thousands of items 
on sale including Christmas in 
July. All proceeds support the 
Martinsville-Henry County 
SPCA. For more information, 

call 276- 656-1101.

Saturday, July 10
The Brenda Riggins Memorial 

Blood Drive is scheduled 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. at 
Stanleytown Elementary School. 
Appointments can be scheduled 
online through the Red Cross 
website. 

Monday, July 12
Unlock your child’s brilliance 

at the world’s premier destination 
for STEM education. Guided by 
an elite 4-H tech STEM team, 
they will have fun and advance 
their skills fast with Scratch 
Coding and Java. This camp is 
for kids ages 8-12. The camp 
will take place from 9 a.m. until 
noon on July 12-15 at the Henry 
County Administration Building. 
The cost for the camp is $20. 

Week-long Art Camp at 
Piedmont Arts. Complete art 
projects, take tours of the galleries 
and have socially-distanced fun. 
Campers will explore a variety 
of artistic techniques, styles and 
materials. An art show will take 
place at the end of camp, show-
casing campers’ work for their 
families to enjoy. Advanced regis-
tration required by calling (276) 
632-3221. Social distancing and 
masks are required at all in-per-
son classes. June 14 – 18: Grades 
6 – 8; July 12 – 16: Grades 3 – 5.

Thursday, July 15
Henry County School Board 

will hold a Special School Board 
Meeting at 9 a.m. on the 3rd 
floor of the Henry County 
Administration Building in the 
school board meeting room. A 
closed session will follow. 

Friday, July 16
Movie in the Park will be 

held at Jack Dalton Park this 
summer. Music and games will 
start at 7:30 p.m. and the movie 
will start at 9 p.m. Admission is 
free. Drinks and refreshments 
will be available for purchase. 
The movie on July 16 will be 
Trolls World Tour.

Saturday, July 17
The public is invited to 

participate in the Smith River 
Trout Unlimited (SRTU) 
Chapter introduction to fly 
fishing for adults and youth. 
This is a free entry-level fly-
fishing presentation for adults 
and youth interested in learn-
ing about or getting started 
in the sport. The event will 
take place from 10 a.m. until 
noon at the Waid Park picnic 
shelter number #1 at 701 Waid 

Park Road in Rocky Mount. 
Participants are asked to dress 
according to weather tempera-
tures. Ice cold bottled water 
will be provided. Sign up early, 
the workshop is limited to 10 
persons. Please contact Jeff 
Deering at jdeer76@yahoo.com 
or Eric Tichay at erictichay@
yahoo.com.

ONGOING
MHC Coalition for Health 

and Wellness stresses that good 
health is promoted through 
regular health exams and rou-
tine preventive care. If you are 
putting these off due to lack of 
insurance, the coalition offers 
“no contact” application assis-
tance for Virginia’s free or low 
cost MEDICAID plans for 
Virginians under 65, who meet 
income requirements. For ques-
tions or to apply, call or text 
Ann Walker at (276) 732-0509.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

RiverWalk gets funding boost

Gardner reappointed to board
Martin Gardner  of Martinsville, Vice 

President of Business Development, Blue 
Ridge Aquaculture, Inc., was reappointed 

to the Aquaculture Advisory Board during 
a recent round of reappointments by Gov. 
Ralph Northam.

The Kiwanis Club of Bassett recently donated $500 to RiverWalk in Bassett to 
help with expenses for the upcoming Bassett Family Fun Float and River Walk 
that will be held on July 17.  The event will have available food trucks, bands, 
and floating on the Smith River. Pictured are Kiwanis Club of Bassett member Stu 
Warren(L) and Sharon Mills (R) from RiverWalk.

band providers in the area 
and their pricing structure 
for those services. 

The survey is not 
designed to help or promote 
any one particular vendor. It 
is for information gathering 
purposes only. 

Youngblood said that so 
far, approximately a third of 
the responses to the survey 
have included comments. 

“Those comments that 
were provided were very 
valuable too but we simply 
just need more of them,” 
Youngblood said. “The 
more information we have, 
the better.”

The survey will ask par-
ticipants to include their 
address and answers to other 
optional questions related to 
demographics. 

“The address is the only 
mandatory piece of infor-
mation that we are requir-
ing,” Youngblood said. “We 
will only be using this infor-
mation for identifying the 
areas with the most gaps 
on the map. We won’t do 
anything else with it. All 
of the other demographic 

questions are completely 
optional but they will help 
us when we seek grants.”

Youngblood said federal 
and state agencies often con-
sider the needs of underrep-
resented communities when 
issuing grants. 

Along with the survey, 
residents will also have the 
ability to conduct a speed 
test on their broadband.

Participants should take 
the speed test at the same 
home or business listed as 
their address. Youngblood 
said to avoid running the 
test while other devices 
are using the internet for 
streaming or gaming. This 
will allow the test to gauge 
all of the available resources. 

Similarly, it is recom-
mended that the device used 
for the speed test be hard-
wired instead of operating 
via Wi-Fi. It is not a require-
ment, but it will provide 
more accurate data. The 
survey may also be taken on 
a mobile device. 

“It’s important that you 
are not using your cellular 
data on your mobile device 

when doing the speed test,” 
Youngblood said. “This 
won’t give an accurate pic-
ture of what our broadband 
coverage is like because the 
coverage for the two isn’t 
the same. We need partici-
pants to be connected to 
their Wi-Fi if they choose to 
do the speed test using their 
phones.”

Businesses are also eligible 
to participate in a separate 
survey. Those who operate 
a business from their home 
are encouraged to complete 
both a business survey and 
a residential survey to help 
identify their specific needs. 

To access the survey and 
speed test, visit: https://
www.mhcbroadbandsurvey.
com/.   

Residents who would like 
to participate but do not 
have access to the internet, 
may submit a paper copy 
of the survey. These paper 
copies can be obtained at 
all branches of the Blue 
Ridge Regional Library or 
the administrative offic-
es in Henry County or 
Martinsville. 

Survey from page 1

gerous conditions.
The specialized rope teams were 

called in Tuesday “because of the rug-
ged terrain and elevation changes,” 
Smith said, and added the search has 
been ongoing since Rubin was report-
ed missing on Friday.  

“We had more than 150 people up 
here searching one day,” Smith said. 
The number of those searching dimin-
ished after “we covered everything” 
that was navigable on foot.

He estimated that by midweek, 
there were 20 people searching, plus 
the dog handlers and the members of 
specialized teams. 

“We’ve had multiple dog teams – 
search and rescue dog teams from 
throughout the region in both Virginia 
and North Carolina,” the sheriff added.

In addition to the K-9 teams, the 
effort also has included helicopters 
and equipment like infrared cameras 
and drones.

“We have used every tool available 
to us,” Smith said, and added the infra-
red cameras, which are designed to 
detect various types of heat, and drones 
could not be fully utilized due to the 
thick foliage and a “heavy tree canopy.” 

The search also was expanded to vari-
ous adjacent properties, Smith said. For 
instance, 3,600-acres of Northbrook 
Energy LLC property (formerly owned 
by the City of Danville), the Pinnacles 
of Dan Aqua Duct and the Dan River 
Gorge, which is sometimes referred to 
as the Grand Canyon of the East, also 
were searched.

Rubin had a cell phone when he left, 
but Smith said that coverage is ham-
pered or nonexistent if visitors veer off 
the many trails, and those participating 
in the search scoured the paths Friday 
and Saturday. 

Rubin was reported missing after he 
went jogging on the resort’s property at 
11 a.m. Friday, July 2. 

Smith said he learned that Rubin 
was an “avid trail runner and was 
training for a marathon” - the Grand 
Canyon rim-to-rim-to-rim.

In March, Rubin wrote in a social 
media post that he was “thinking about 
doing Grand Canyon RTRTR in early 
Oct., probably more hike than run, 
perhaps over two days with an over-
night at North Rim Lodge. 1. Anyone 
done it and have advice?”

The event is described as 48.7 miles 
long, with more than 10,500-feet of 
elevation gain accumulated over two 
climbs, according to online informa-

tion.
Rubin “was an avid adventurist, and 

he was in exceptional physical condi-
tion,” Smith said, and reiterated the 
search will resume as soon as it is safe 
to do so. 

In addition to Smith’s office, oth-
ers who have helped with the search 
include the Virginia State Police, 
Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management, Virginia Department 
of Wildlife Resources, Carroll 
County Sheriff ’s Office, Patrick 
County Department of Emergency 
Management, Patrick County Patriots, 
Primland Resort employees, multiple 
volunteer fire and rescue agencies in 
Patrick County and search/rescue 
teams in Virginia and North Carolina, 
Smith said. 

Rubin is the COO and Chief 
Compliance Officer of Westchester 
Capital Management. He joined the 
firm in 2010, according to online infor-
mation. An online biography states 
that he holds a B.A. from Stanford 
University and a J.D. from Stanford 
Law School. 

Rubin is described as a white man, 
5-feet, 9-inches tall and weighing 185 
to 200 pounds. He has brown eyes, 
short gray hair and a beard. When last 
seen, he was wearing a T-shirt, shorts 
and running shoes.

Anyone with information on Rubin 
is urged to call Patrick County Sheriff ’s 
Lt. Steve Austin or Investigator Oscar 
Tejeda at (276) 694 3161 or call 
Primland at (276) 222-3825.

Bruce Rubin was last seen on Friday, 
July 2 at the Primland Resort. Anyone 
with information on his whereabouts 
is asked to call the Patrick County 
Sheriff’s Office at (276) 694 3161 or the 
resort at (276) 222-3825.

Search from page 1
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Martinsville among six localities to receive site remediation grants
Gov. Ralph Northam recently 

announced that approximately 
$1.5 million in from the Virginia 
Brownfields Restoration and 
Economic Redevelopment 
Assistance Fund (VBAF) will be 
awarded to six localities, which 
include Charlotte and Pulaski 
Counties, the cities of Danville 
and Martinsville, and the towns 
of Altavista and Crewe. 

The VBAF provides either 
grants or loans to local govern-
ments to restore and redevelop 
brownfield sites and address 
environmental problems or 
obstacles to their reuse in an 
effort to effectively attract new 
economic development pros-
pects. Administered by the 
Virginia Resources Authority, 
the VBAF is a partnership 

between the Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership 
and the Department of 
Environmental Quality. 

“Maintaining our status 
as the best place for business 
requires having a robust inven-
tory of shovel-ready sites to 
attract prospective companies,” 
said Northam. “The Virginia 
Brownfields Restoration and 
Economic Redevelopment 
Assistance Fund is a vital 
resource for restoring brown-
fields sites, returning them to 
productive use, and ultimately 
generating new jobs and invest-
ment. We look forward to see-
ing the economic, environmen-
tal, and public health benefits 
that this funding will bring to 
these six localities.” 

Brownfields are properties in 
which redevelopment or reuse 
is complicated by the presence 
of hazardous materials, pol-
lution, or contaminants. The 
General Assembly allotted funds 
for Fiscal Year 2021 to be used 
for Site Remediation Grants in 
amounts of up to $500,000 
per site. The Site Remediation 
Grants will cover efforts that 
include remediation of a con-
taminated property to remove 
hazardous substances and 
wastes, demolition and removal 
of existing structures, and other 
site work necessary to make 
a site or property usable for 
new economic development. In 
addition to Site Remediation 
Grants, Site Assessment Grants 
are available to communities for 

assistance with environmental 
and cultural resource site assess-
ments and the development of 
remediation and reuse plans.

“The VBAF has proven to 
be a useful catalyst for the rede-
velopment of sites across the 
Commonwealth that would 
otherwise not be marketable,” 
said Secretary of Commerce and 
Trade Brian Ball. “These grants 
will help six localities develop 
properties and put the right 
infrastructure in place to attract 
and retain businesses.” 

“VBAF grants are a valu-
able tool to help resolve envi-
ronmental concerns on unde-
rutilized Brownfields sites and 
revitalize communities that 
need assistance the most,” 
said Secretary of Natural and 

Historic Resources Matthew J. 
Strickler. “Removing these bar-
riers allows for the transforma-
tion of once contaminated land 
into productive reuse.” 

Since its inception in 2011, 
the VBAF has awarded over 
$12 million in grants to restore 
brownfield sites. 

Virginia Brownfield 
Restoration and Economic 
Redevelopment Assistance Fund 
awarded Danville, $500,000; 
Martinsville, $399,000; Pulaski 
County, $260,600; Altavista, 
$181,100; Charlotte County, 
$83,450 and Crewe, $74,600. 

For more information on the 
Virginia Brownfield Restoration 
and Economic Redevelopment 
Assistance Fund, visit vedp.org/
brownfields. 

Man held with no bond 
in connection with death

Andre Douglas King, 51, of Martinsville, 
is being held with no bond on charges of 
first-degree murder, use of a firearm in the 
commission of a felony, possession of a 
firearm by a convicted felon, and probation 
violation in connection with the death of 
Charles Brandon Coleman.

Also of Martinsville, Coleman, 31, was 
pronounced dead at the scene of a June 27 
shooting incident at an apartment complex, 
according to a release from the Martinsville 
Police Department.

Officers responded to a shots fired call 
around 8:32 p.m. to 1446 West Fayette 
Street (Maplewood Apartments).

Upon arrival, officers found Coleman 
behind one of the apartment buildings, the 
release stated. 

Coleman suffered multiple gunshots 
wounds, according to the release. He was 
unresponsive and pronounced dead at the 
scene. 

His remains were transported to the 
Medical Examiner’s Office in Roanoke to 
collect evidence and to determine the offi-
cial cause of death. 

Preliminary reports and evidence indi-
cate that Coleman was involved in a verbal 
argument with black man, according to the 
release. 

The verbal altercation turned into a 

physical fight, during which a handgun was 
produced, and shots were fired, the release 
stated.

King was taken into custody with-
out incident by the Martinsville Police 
Department and members of the US 
Marshals Office Fugitive Task Force on 
Dexter Street in Martinsville. He is being 
held at the Martinsville City Jail.

The investigation is continuing. Anyone 
with information about the incident is 
encouraged to contact Lt. Sandy Hines at 
(276) 403-5301 or Crimestoppers at (276) 
632-7463. 

Hylton named principal 
at Magna Vista

Jo Ellen Hylton will serve as prin-
cipal of Magna Vista High School for 
the 2021-2022 school year.

The Henry County School Board 

approved a recommendation from 
Schools Superintendent Sandy Strayer 
to fill one administrative position at 
their July meeting.

Hylton has supported students in 
Henry County as a teacher and admin-
istrator since 2007. 

“I am honored and humbled to 
join the Warrior community. It has 
been my privilege to serve the stu-
dents, staff, and families of Laurel 
Park Middle School for the last six 
years and I am excited about this new 
opportunity and journey,” she said.

“I look forward to continuing 
Magna Vista’s tradition of excellence 
as I work alongside this incredible 
faculty and staff to build life ready stu-
dents. Together, we will provide a safe 
and supportive learning environment 
for all students and ensure that all stu-
dents are provided with an engaging 
and positive educational experience,” 
Hylton added. 

“I’m so pleased to have Mrs. Hylton 
join the Warrior team. Her focus on 
student growth and achievement and 
desire to support families as they col-
laborate to encourage students will 
ensure continued success at Magna 
Vista High School,” Strayer said.

Trio of longstanding businessmen recognized Saturday
Three longstanding business-

men were recognized for their 
vision, economic prosperity, and 
their commitment to the com-
munity in a ceremony Saturday 
at the Uptown Martinsville 

Farmers’ Market.
Harry Alley, John Hughes, 

and George Lester, II were each 
presented with  an American 
flag that was flown over the 
U.S. Capital in Washington, 

D.C. Flags were procured for 
the event by U.S. Rep. Morgan 
Griffith and presented by Del. 
Les Adams and State Sen. Bill 
Stanley.

“Each honoree and their 

respective companies have served 
the Martinsville and Henry 
County for many years. It is 
companies with their longev-
ity and their commitment that 
will keep this area economically 

strong,” said Councilman Danny 
Turner. 

The Lester Group has been 
in business for 125 years, Larry 
& Alley, Inc. for 69 years and 
Hughes Enterprises for 50 years.

Harry Alley John Hughes

George Lester, IIBeehive Distribution Program begins July 20
The Virginia Department 

of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services (VDACS) will 
accept applications for the 
2021 Beehive Distribution 
Program from July 20 
through August 4, 2021. 

The program provides free 
equipment for assembling 
new beehives to Virginia resi-
dents. 

Qualified applicants are 
selected at random from all 
eligible applications received 
during the application peri-
od.

“In Virginia, honeybees are 
essential pollinators for about 
one-third of the state’s fruit 
and vegetable crops,” said 
Keith Tignor, State Apiarist. 
“The Beehive Distribution 
Program will help counteract 
dramatic honeybee losses in 
the state by assisting beekeep-
ers in establishing new hives.”

Individuals who are resi-
dents of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, and 18 years of 
age or older at the time an 
application is submitted, are 
eligible to receive beehive 
units.

Entities such as business-
es, non-profit organizations, 
and government agencies 
are not eligible to receive 
beehive units. Multiple indi-
viduals with the same mail-
ing and/or physical address 
(household) may apply to 
the program, however; dis-
tribution of beehive units 
will be limited to no more 
than three beehive units per 

household in the same fiscal 
year, July 1 to June 30.

Recipients of beehive 
units must assemble the 
equipment and occupy it 
with a colony of honey bees 
within one year of receiv-
ing the equipment. VDACS 
does not provide honey bees, 
equipment for managing the 
hives such as personal safety 
equipment, or honey pro-

cessing equipment.
To learn more about 

the Beehive Distribution 
Program or submit an appli-
cation beginning July 20, or 
visit the Beehive Distribution 
Program website.

For more information, 
contact the VDACS Office 
of Plant Industry Services at 
804-786-3515 or vabees@
vdacs.virginia.gov.
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July 4th has long been 
celebrated as America’s 
birthday. The day in 
1776 that the Second 
Continental Congress 
adopted the Declaration 
of Independence has 
been commemorated for 
generations by fireworks, 
parades, cookouts, and 
all manner of festivities.

It is easy to see 
why when reading the 
Declaration and its 
words that changed the 
world:

We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by 
their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.

The words remain 
worth celebrating, as 
does the courage of 
those who put their 
names to the document 
and the soldiers of the 

Continental Army who 
fought to make the 
words real.

But for some notable 
Americans, July 4th 
was not just their coun-
try’s birthday but their 
own. Their careers and 
accomplishments also 
indicate some of the 
characteristics of the 
country we celebrate on 
Independence Day.

One of the reasons 
behind the Declaration 
was to advance an argu-
ment for the United 
States as an equal and 
independent power 
based upon the breach-
ing of the social contract 
to govern by George III 
and the British govern-
ment. For that to be true 
in a cultural and not 
merely political sense 
required the genius of 
individual artists. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
born July 4th, 1804, was 
one such individual in 
the field of literature. His 
short stories and nov-
els such as The Scarlet 

Letter often explored the 
mindset of his Puritan 
ancestors who settled his 
native New England. His 
originality and interest 
in exploring the psycho-
logical background that 
shaped America contrib-
uted to the development 
of our distinct culture.

Hawthorne’s work 
often cast a critical 
gaze upon his ances-
tors and the places they 
settled, such as Salem, 
Massachusetts, site of 
the infamous witch tri-
als. In comparison, one 
can trace a line between 
where the songwriter and 
musician Bill Withers, 
born on July 4th, 1938, 
grew up and the uplift-
ing spirit of his famous 
song “Lean on Me.” 

Withers was born in 
Slab Fork, West Virginia 
and raised in Beckley. 
Although not without its 
troubles, the community 
where his father mined 
coal left an impression 
upon him of its virtues, 
which can be found 

across our country. 
“People helped each 

other get by,” he remem-
bered. Of his father’s 
profession specifically, 
he observed, “Coal min-
ers work together in a 
very dangerous situation, 
and they have to have 
a certain trust in each 
other.” 

It is easy to see how 
these sentiments might 
lead to the lyrics of 
“Lean on Me:”

Lean on me
When you’re not strong
And I’ll be your friend
I’ll help you carry on...

For it won’t be long
Till I’m gonna need 

somebody to lean on

An honorary mention 
for songwriters born on 
the Fourth of July must 
be made for George M. 
Cohan. Although he was 
actually born on July 3rd, 
1878, he liked to say he 
was born on the Fourth. 
Whatever the date, the 
artistic output of this 

great showman, includ-
ing songs such as “The 
Yankee Doodle Boy” 
and “You’re a Grand Old 
Flag,” leaves no doubt of 
his patriotism.

While two presidents, 
John Adams and Thomas 
Jefferson, famously died 
on the same Fourth of 
July (and James Monroe 
died on that date a few 
years later), one presi-
dent, Calvin Coolidge, 
was actually born on the 
Fourth of July, in 1872. 

He happened to be 
president during the 
Declaration’s 150th 
anniversary. Although 
remembered as “Silent 
Cal,” the words he 
offered in defense of 
the Declaration on that 
occasion eloquently 
counter those who seek 
to diminish this found-
ing document:

If all men are created 
equal, that is final. If 
they are endowed with 
inalienable rights, that 
is final. If governments 
derive their just powers 

from the consent of the 
governed, that is final 
. . . If anyone wishes 
to deny their truth or 
their soundness, the 
only direction in which 
he can proceed histori-
cally is not forward, but 
backward toward the 
time when there was no 
equality, no rights of the 
individual, no rule of the 
people. Those who wish 
to proceed in that direc-
tion can not lay claim to 
progress.

Our country may 
not have always lived 
up to the words of the 
Declaration, but there 
can be no doubt of their 
power and truth. Of the 
many reasons to cele-
brate the Fourth of July, 
they remain the greatest.

For questions, con-
cerns, or comments, 
call my Abingdon office 
at (276) 525-1405; my 
Christiansburg office 
at (540) 381-5671, or 
to reach my office via 
email, visit www.mor-
gangriffith.house.gov.

When I was about 12 years 
old, I took some Cotillion classes 
at a local country club. My mem-
ories of the class are vague at 
best, but I nonetheless feel quali-
fied to offer a complete guide to 
Cotillion, and I do not plan to 
do any research while writing it. 
If you have an uncouth middle 
school-aged child that needs to 
be whipped into shape and learn 
where a fork goes on a table, 
please read the following! 

 What is Cotillion?
 Cotillion is an ancient Latin 

word that means “to punish a 
child who likes video games 
too much.” However, it’s so 
much more than that. Cotillion 
is a series of etiquette classes 
designed for middle schoolers, 
and it ends with one final dinner 
and dance in which the children 
get to show their parents that 
they shouldn’t have wasted their 
money. 

 What to wear to Cotillion?

 It’s important that young 
men dress for the occasion. Boys 
should wear a pair of khaki 
slacks and a dark-colored blaz-
er, both of which should be 
purchased at JCPenney, prefer-
ably from a dusty shelf marked 
“IRREGULAR.” A classy tie is 
also important for the ensemble. 
I recommend one with Batman 
on it. Young women, mean-
while, should wear a dress or 
something.

 When and where does 
Cotillion take place?

 Cotillion takes place in the 
summer in the upstairs ballroom 
of a fancy country club where 
something is wrong with the 
HVAC system. Much like setting 
up a habitat for exotic reptiles, 
it’s important that the tempera-
ture hovers around 80 degrees. 
That is the best environment for 
pubescent children who haven’t 
yet learned that they need to 
wear deodorant every day. 

 What is learned at Cotillion?
 What ISN’T learned at 

Cotillion? For one thing, young 
people will learn where sil-
verware goes on a table. This 
includes not only the placement 
of the standard fork, knife, and 
spoon, but also the seldom-seen 
pheasant fork, custard knife, and 
trout hammer.

 Additionally, boys are taught 

that when they are sitting down, 
they should never cross their 
ankles. On the other hand, girls 
should always cross their ankles 
while sitting. This is important.

 Boys are also taught that it’s 
very important to offer girls a 
glass of the watered-down lemon 
drink that is being served from 
the punchbowl on the folding 
table. This is because girls have 
yet to master the intricacies of 
using a ladle. 

 Perhaps most importantly, 
young people are also taught 
how to dance. There are exactly 
four dances: the fox trot, the 
box step, the fox step, and the 
box trot. 

 But what song should the 
young people dance to? There 
is only one answer: “What the 
World Needs Now Is Love” as 
performed by original writer 
Burt Bacharach. No other songs 
are necessary. “What the World 
Needs Now Is Love” should 
be played so many times that 
decades later, every Cotillion 
participant should remember 
every note of the song verbatim, 

and whenever they hear it in 
the wild, they should have an 
“Apocalypse Now”-style flash-
back.

 Finally, young men will learn 
that when dancing with a girl, 
they should hold her right hand 
in their left, place their right 
hand on the small of her back, 
and then stand as far away from 
her as is humanly possible. If 
done correctly, the boys will 
actually be able to hear the soft 
snapping noises of their straining 
arm ligaments. This part requires 
very little training because the 
boys and girls will naturally be 
terrified of one another. 

 After Cotillion classes, should 
boys attempt to climb up the 
exterior wall of the country club 
as though they are Spider-Man?

 Yes. The exterior wall of the 
country club has extruded bricks 
that make for great little hand-
holds, and trying to climb up the 
wall like Spider-Man is a won-
derful way for them to pass the 
time while waiting for their par-
ents to pick them up. Indeed, it 
may be the best part of Cotillion.
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Jones inducted into honor society
Andrea Jones, of Martinsville, 

recently was initiated into The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, the nation’s oldest and most 
selective all-discipline collegiate 
honor society. Jones was initiated 
at Old Dominion University.

Jones is among approximately 
30,000 students, faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni to be 
initiated into Phi Kappa Phi each 
year. Membership is by invita-
tion only and requires nomina-

tion and approval by a chap-
ter. Only the top 10 percent 
of seniors and 7.5 percent of 
juniors are eligible for member-
ship. Graduate students in the 
top 10 percent of the number of 
candidates for graduate degrees 
may also qualify, as do faculty, 
professional staff and alumni 
who have achieved scholarly dis-
tinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded 
in 1897 under the leadership of 

undergraduate student Marcus L. 
Urann who had a desire to create 
a different kind of honor society: 
one that recognized excellence in 
all academic disciplines. Today, 
the Society has chapters on more 
than 325 campuses in the United 
States and the Philippines. Its 
mission is “To recognize and 
promote academic excellence in 
all fields of higher education 
and to engage the community of 
scholars in service to others.”

The complete guide to Cotillion

Brandon Martin has 
been chosen to serve as 
the new Public Relations 
and Community Liaison 
for Henry County and 
the Henry County 
Public Service Authority 
(HCPSA).

Prior to accepting the 
position, Martin was the 
staff writer for the Henry 
County Enterprise. He 
has five years of addition-
al communications expe-
rience with the federal 
government.

“This is a phenome-
nal opportunity and I’m 
incredibly grateful to have 
been selected for the posi-
tion,” Martin said. “I’ve 
always had a strong desire 
to serve others and I look 
forward to continuing to 
do that as part of the team 
here in the County as we 
collectively work to ensure 
that everyone knows that 
Henry County, Virginia is 
the best place in the world 
to live and raise a family.”

In the role, Martin will 
be the primary contact for 

all media and he will be 
responsible for conveying 
timely and accurate infor-
mation to news outlets 
and the general public. 
Additionally, Martin will 
serve as the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) 
officer for the County 
and the HCPSA.

Martin graduated 
from Martinsville High 
School in 2010 and he 
received his Bachelors of 
Science in Psychology 
from East Tennessee 
State University in 2013. 
Following graduation, 
Martin served in the U.S. 
Navy for five years, com-
pleting tours as a com-
munications specialist 
at the Navy recruiting 
headquarters and aboard 
the USS Ronald Reagan 
(CVN 76) in the Indo-
Pacific region.

“We are excited to add 
Brandon to our team,” 
said Tim Hall, County 
Administrator and PSA 
General Manager. “With 
his journalism and mili-

tary background, he 
brings significant experi-
ence and a unique skill 
set to our operation. We 
think he will be a tremen-
dous asset for our organi-
zations.”

Henry County is a 

proud participant of the 
Virginia Values Veterans 
(V3) program which 
is dedicated to helping 
employers recruit, hire 
and retain highly-skilled 
and dependable military 
veterans.

Martin tapped to be Public Relations and 
Community Liaison for Henry County and PSA

Debbie Hall, Editor 
dhall@theenterprise.net

(276) 694-3101
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James Underwood won the Allstate Foundation/VHSL 
(Virginia High School League) Award.

Tania Starkie of Magna Vista High School is a VHSL (Virginia High School League) 
Track championship winner. She placed 5th in the 100 hurdle and 100 meter dash 
and 7th in the long jump.

Members of the Bassett High School Track Team placed in District, Regional, and State competitions.

The Laurel Park Middle School Volleyball Team was undefeated this season.

Reeves Stowe, of Magna Vista High School, was named the Region 3D Soccer 
Player of the Year.

Members of the Magna Vista High School Softball 
Team made the 2nd Team All Around Region Team.

The Magna Vista High School FFA Forestry Team placed 3rd at the State competition 
and 1st in the Regional competition.

Teams Recognized from page 1

The Laurel Park Middle School Boys Soccer Team was undefeated this season.

The Laurel Park Middle School Girls Soccer Team was undefeated this season.
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Submit your community 
news and photos to 

newsreporter
@theenterprise.net 

Bryant fielded questions from constituents during town hall

Henry County resi-
dents had a chance to 
voice their concerns at a 
recent town hall meet-
ing hosted by Joe Bryant, 
representative of the 
Collinsville District for 
the Henry County Board 
of Supervisors.

Bryant was joined 
by Deputy County 
Administrator Dale 
Wagoner, Sheriff Lane 
Perry, County Attorney 
George Lyle, Director 
of Parks and Recreation 
Roger Adams and 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation Resident 
Engineer Lisa Price-
Hughes. 

Among the concerns 
expressed was the desire 
for more transparency 
during the reversion pro-
cess. 

“We were basically 
under a gag order,” Bryant 
said. 

Ray Reynolds, who 
is running for the 
Collinsville school board 
seat, quickly added “they 
voted to keep them (the 
meetings) private. That 
was not the law.” 

Lyle said the decision 
was a legal negotiating 
strategy. 

“You’re in a room and 
you’re talking about tens 
of millions of dollars in 
tax revenues and how they 
are going to be impacted,” 
Lyle said. “My advice to 
the board, which was fol-
lowed, was that they need-
ed to have these meetings 
in private and discuss it 
because we don’t want to 
reveal our strategy in our 
negotiating.” 

Additionally, Lyle said 
the final decision will come 
down to a court order, 
but the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 
was a settlement agree-
ment to get the best out-
come for the county.

“It was deemed early 
on that the most negative 
impact on the community 
would be for the city to 
annex land in the county 
and start taxing any more 
residents, any more busi-
nesses and eroding the 
revenue of the county,” 

Lyle said. “We felt that 
the best outcome was to 
restrict for as long as pos-
sible annexation. And the 
longest restriction in the 
history of Virginia is 12 
years. We negotiated for 
10 years.”

Specifically address-
ing the point made by 
Reynolds, Lyle said “we 
could have had these 
meetings in public, but 
I don’t think it would 
have been a wise deci-
sion on our behalf to dis-
cuss our strategy before 
the public, before the 
people. The part for local 
input will come before 
the Commission on Local 
Government and the 
courts which will put for-
ward the detailed settle-
ment agreement and take 
public input before they 
make their recommenda-
tion.”

Following the discus-
sion about reversion, a 
representative from the 
Blue Ridge Regional 
Library spoke to request 
more funding. 

“We did ask for a 
1.2 percent increase in 
our budget this year,” 
said Margaret Caldwell, 
representative of the 
Collinsville District. “The 
Henry County Board of 
Supervisors are going to 
be giving us level fund-
ing again. We’ve had 
level funding since 2019. 
Before that, there was a 
tiny increase and before 
that, we had level funding 
for another four years.” 

Caldwell said that 
Henry County provides 
42 percent of the total 
budget for the library sys-
tem with three branches 
in Collinsville, Bassett 
and Ridgeway. 

Without an increase in 
funds, Caldwell said she 
fears the library won’t be 
able to offer competitive 
salaries for its employees. 

“I tell people that I’m 
only one supervisor so if 
anything gets done then 
three of us have to go with 
it,” Bryant said. “But I 
will make sure that we do 
discuss the library when it 
comes time to do so.” 

Reynolds also raised the 
issue of proposed improve-

ments to the Smith River 
Sports Complex.

“We only have 500 
seats to watch the soccer 
games,” Reynolds said. “If 
we had 1,000 seats then 
we could bring a state 
championship game here 
to this community and 
we would bring revenue 
to our hotels.”

Reynolds said the 
additional seating also 
would be an alternative 
to hosting the games in 
Blacksburg or Salem. 

“The next thing is that 
the design was built poor-
ly,” he said. “We have no 
showers for college teams 
to come here and par-
ticipate. We could make 
thousands in revenue if 
somehow we could figure 
out how to get showers 
down there for the college 
kids to change.” 

Another concern 
Reynolds raised was 
taxpayer funds for the 
Commonwealth Centre 
for Advanced Training 
(CCAT). 

“I know we needed a 
training center, and I’m 
happy for it, but there’s a 
lot of taxpayer money that 
went into that and these 
companies get to use it for 
free,” Reynolds said. 

Bryant noted that the 
building was mostly paid 
for with grant money. 

“Very little money was 
taxpayer’s money,” he 
said. 

Wagoner said the 
building was made avail-
able for new industries to 
use once they relocate to 
Henry County so training 
could be conducted while 
the buildings were being 
constructed. 

“The ultimate goal for 
that building is that once 
Commonwealth Crossing 
is built out, we will sell 
that building to another 
industry,” Wagoner said. 
“So, at some point in the 
future, it would no longer 
be owned by the govern-
ment. It would be owned 
by an industry that would 
be making a product in it 
as well.”

Other issues that were 
discussed by residents 
were the redevelopment 
of the former John Redd 

Joe Bryant (at podium), who serves the Collinsville District on the Henry County 
Board of Supervisors, fielded questions from concerned residents during a recent 
Town Hall meeting. Bryant is being challenged for the post in November by Andrew 
Palmer. 

Smith Elementary School, 
recent spending by the 
county, deputy pay, and 
cars speeding on Daniels 
Creek Road. 

During the first hour of 
the town hall, Bryant dis-
cussed strides made by the 
county since he became a 
board member. 

According to figures 
presented by Bryant, the 
unemployment rate when 
he was elected in 2010 
was 16.9 percent. The rate 
dropped down to 2.8 per-
cent before the coronavi-
rus pandemic. Due to the 
economic effects of the 
pandemic, the rate rose 
to 13.8 percent before 
returning back to 4.8 
percent, according to the 
most recent data. 

Bryant also noted the 
amount of economic 
development that has 
happened during his ten-
ure. 

“If we would not have 
had the foresight to see 
that we needed an indus-
trial park in Henry County 
and worked together to 
try and secure all of the 
surveys and everything 
that we need to get this 
done, Crown products 
would not be here,” he 
said of the largest single 
investment in the history 
of Henry County. 

Crown Holdings and 
the expansion locally of 
other existing industries 
like Monogram Food 
Solutions and Laminate 
Technologies were all part 

of growing the local econ-
omy, Bryant said. 

He added that since 
2012 there have been 
2,893 jobs announced 
with $491.7 million in 
capital investment. 

During Bryant’s tenure, 
the general fund balance 
has increased from $22.5 
million to about $46.7 
million. The unassigned 
general fund balance, 
more commonly under-
stood as the county’s sav-
ings, has risen from $16.9 
million to $33.3 million 
during the same time 
frame. 

In addition to econom-
ic development, Bryant 
also discussed efforts to 
enhance the quality of life 
locally. 

Some examples includ-
ed investments made to 
construct a new school 
with Meadow View 
Elementary School, and 
to enhance recreation 
with the Henry County 
Fair and Philpott Marina. 

“Sometime back, the 
board of supervisors meet-
ings allow each of us a 
little time to speak. Well, I 
made the mention of ‘why 
don’t we have a county 
fair?’ And it went off like 
a rocket as soon as I said 
it,” Bryant said. 

The fair is now slat-
ed to take place at the 
Martinsville Speedway 
from Sept. 22-25. 

Like the fair, Bryant 
said the marina also is 
popular. 

Adams said there are 58 
boat slips at the marina 
currently, along with a 
15-year waiting list. 

Another decision made 
by the county to enhance 
the quality of life locally 
was to construct the new 
jail on the former DuPont 
property, according to 
Bryant. 

The current jail 
was built to house 67 
inmates, but Perry said 
the day before, it held 204 
inmates. 

“We’ve been averaging 
105 (inmates) housed 
out to other jurisdic-
tions,” Perry said. “With 
that, the least that we pay 
to house an inmate out 
is $35 a day. Sometimes 
it is as high as $50 per 
day. So, every time the 
cash register hits, $50 
per inmate per day times 
30, we are hitting some 
pretty big bills. We are 
going around $1 mil-
lion and sometimes over 
$1 million a year to pay 
other people to house 
our inmates.” 

In addition to the cost 
of housing inmates in 
other jurisdictions, Perry 
said transporting them 
eats away a lot of man-
hours that the deputies 
could spend being of ser-
vice locally.

Bryant said that he 
wasn’t onboard with the 
idea for the new jail at 
first but after visiting the 
current jail, he became 
convinced of the need. 

Staff Reports

OBITUARIES
Callie Thomas Welch

Callie Thomas Welch, 
99, of Spencer, passed 
away Saturday, July 3, 
2021, at her home. She 
was born March 11, 1922, 
in Henry County to the 
late Thomas Greene Penn 
and Mary Ann Beal Penn.

In addition to her 
parents, Mrs. Welch was 
preceded in death by 
her husband, William 
Marshall Welch; sons, 
David L. Welch, William 
Welch, Jr., and James L. “Pete” Welch; 
sisters, Pearl Penn, Mazzie Penn, Annie 
Mae Koger, Bernice Martin, and Mary 
Spencer; and brothers, Jeff Penn, Jamie 
Penn, and Greene Penn.

Mrs. Welch was a member of Antioch 
Christian Church.  She loved to cook 
and enjoyed sewing. She was a wonder-

ful mother, grandmother, 
and great grandmother.

Mrs. Welch is sur-
vived by her daughters, 
Malinda Welch, Patricia 
Foster, and Mary Foster; 
son, Percy Welch; a host 
of grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, and other fam-
ily members.

Visitation was 
Thursday, July 8, 2021, at 
Wright Funeral Service. 

Funeral services will be Friday, July 
9, 2021, at 1 p.m., at Wright Funeral 
Service. Burial will be at Christian View 
Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Wright Funeral Service & Crematory 
is serving the family.  Online condo-
lences may be made at www.wrightfu-
neralservices.net

Joycelyn Teresa Scales Stockton
Joycelyn Teresa Scales 

Stockton, 62, passed away 
on Friday, July 2, 2021, 
at Carilion Roanoke 
Memorial Hospital.   She 
was born February 16, 
1959, in Martinsville, 
Virginia to the late Roscoe 
Scales and Alberta Penn 
Scales.

She was also preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Michael Stockton, and a 
brother Roscoe Scales, Jr.

Mrs. Stockton worked for 20 years 
with Bassett Walker in the knitting 
department. She loved to listen to 
music, enjoyed yard work, loved to 
spend time with her only grandchild, 
and loved to watch soap operas. 

In addition to her 
mother, Mrs. Stockton is 
survived by her daugh-
ter Termeka Scales; son, 
Terrance Scales; and 
grandson Terrance T. 
Scales.

Services will be held 
at Wright Funeral Service 
Chapel on Wednesday, 
July 7, 2021, at 11:00 
AM. Visitation was 
Tuesday, July 6, 2021, at 
Wright Funeral Service 

Chapel. Burial was at Carver Memorial 
Park.

Wright Funeral Service & Crematory 
is serving the family. Online condo-
lences may be made at www.wrightfu-
neralservices.net
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Public Notice
ISSUANCE OF A FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

FOR A PROJECT FUNDED THROUGH THE
VIRGINIA WATER SUPPLY REVOLVING FUND

Public Notice No.: WSL-017-20
First Publication Date: 7/07/2021

-
cant Impact (FONSI) for a waterworks project proposed to be funded 
through the Virginia Water Supply Revolving Fund. The FONSI is 
supported by a Statement of Environmental Review (SER). The ap-
plicant is Henry County Public Service Authority (HCPSA).
The project proposes to install approximately 19,000 linear feet of 
12-inch water line along State Route 687 (Preston Road); approxi-
mately 17,750 linear feet of 8-inch water lines along State Route 695 
(Spencer-Preston Road), Route 759 (Evergreen Drive), and Route 836 
(Marigold Road); installation of a main-line pressure-reducing valve 
assembly, and related improvements. The proposed project will be the 

Philpott water treatment plant to Chestnut Knob Tank. The new water 
lines will make public water service available to approximately 160 
potential new customers. The project will also consolidate two HCP-
SA well systems (Pine Forest and Eagle Lane) into the Philpott surface 
water system. The proposed water lines will be installed within exist-
ing public road rights-of-way.
A review of the Environmental Assessment conducted on this project 

-

have been eliminated by making changes in the project. As required 
by the National Environmental Policy Act, the Virginia Department of 
Health has assessed the potential environmental effects on the human 
environment and an Environmental Impact Statement will not be pre-
pared. The basis for this determination was made after the applicant 
contacted ten federal and state agencies. This determination was made 
after reviewing the environmental clearance letters from each agency, 
the Environmental Assessment, the public comments, and conducting 
an Environmental Review site visit. In order to avoid or minimize any 
adverse environmental impact, the Virginia Department of Health will 
require that HCPSA ensure construction is carried out in strict accor-
dance with all applicable state, federal, and local laws and regulations. 
Prior to implementing construction,  all applicable permits and ap-
provals must be obtained.
Persons may comment in writing to the Department on the proposed 

shall include the name, address, and telephone number of the writer 
and shall contain a complete, concise statement of the factual basis for 
the comments. Only those comments received within this period will 
be considered by the Department.
All pertinent information, including the FONSI, the SER, the Environ-

be inspected and arrangements made for copying at The Virginia De-

131 Walker Street, Lexington, Virginia 24450; phone (540) 463-0406. 
For additional information, please contact Tamara Anderson, Project 
Manager at (804) 370-2439.

determination.
All comments should be addressed to:
 Kelly Ward, Program Director
 Financial and Construction Assistance Programs

 109 Governor Street, Room 633,
 Richmond, VA 23219

ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. ___________
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
MARTINSVILLE JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS
DISTRICT COURT
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re XAVIER SPENCER
The object of this suit is to:

Henry-Martinsville Department of Social Services seeks to termi-
nate the residual parental rights of the unknown father, and mother 
Michelle Spencer, to the child born to them June 19, 2020 and named 
Xavier Spencer, all pursuant to Virginia Code Section 16.1-283. Fur-
ther, the Court shall consider granting a petition adjudicating said 
child as abused and neglected pursuant to Virginia Code Section 16.1-
283 and entering a dispositional Order on that date.

It is ORDERED that the defendants, Michelle Spencer and un-
known father appear at the above-named Court and protect his or her 
interests on or before AUGUST 4, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.

 JUNE 8, 2021

CLASSIFIED

WOODWRX, INC.
Woodwrx, Inc. Est. since 

1988 Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fi ne woodworking, design, 
tile, closet & garage organiz-
ers, repairs, etc. Originally 
based in Palm Beach Coun-
ty- References Bob More-
house Phone: 276-930-
1703 Cell: 561-881-8292 
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx. net 
Website: Woodwrx.net

STAFF ACCOUNTANT
Staff Accountant needed 

for local CPA Practice. Seek-
ing individual with extensive 
experience in corporate and 
individual income tax return 
preparation and write up 
work. Bachelor’s Degree 
preferred. Send resume 

to PO Box 454, Stuart VA 
24171

FERRUM COLLEGE
Ferrum College is seeking 

a skilled individual to fi ll the 
position of Academic IT Sup-
port Specialist.  This position 
supports and maintains aca-
demic computer equipment 
including classroom and 
computer lab technologies 
and work one-on-one with 
our faculty to support them 
in the teaching and learning 
experience.  The candidate 
will be responsible for hard-
ware and software support 
for faculty computers as well 
as inventory management, 
equipment purchasing, and 
other special projects.

Must have experience 
with hardware, software, and 
audio/visual repair, mainte-

nance, and implementation.  
Must be profi cient with both 
Mac and Windows operating 
systems.  A bachelor’s de-
gree in an area of Informa-
tion Technology, 2-5 years of 
experience, and experience 
working in an academic set-
ting are strongly preferred.

Please submit your re-
sume, cover letter, and con-
tact information for three 
(3) references to Human 
Resources, Ferrum Col-
lege, P.O. Box 1000, Fer-
rum, VA 24088 or email to 
resumes@ferrum.edu. Re-
view of applicants will begin 
immediately. The search will 
continue until the positions 
are fi lled. Background check 
required. 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 
employer.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, 
limitations or discrimination based on race, color, sex or national origin," or 
an intention to make any such preferences, limitation or discrimination. Our 
readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

PHCC first in state 
to earn international 
certification from TBIC

This week, the Transatlantic Business 
and Investment Council (TBIC) 
revealed that Patrick Henry Community 
College (PHCC) met the requirements 
to become a TBIC-certified college mak-
ing PHCC the first college in Virginia 
to do so.

PHCC’s programs that were assessed 
by TBIC include Industrial Electronics 
Technology, General Engineering 
Technologies, Applied Mechatronics, 
and Precision Machining.

“By achieving the TBIC Certificate, 
PHCC has demonstrated its capacity 
to provide technical training according 
to internationally leading standards and 
contributes greatly to the economic 
development in the region,” said TBIC’s 
President & CEO, Matthias Beier. 
“Workforce development has been gain-
ing importance among economic devel-
opers as both the technological advances 
in all major industries as well as negative 
demographic trends have increased the 
demand for skilled workers.”

To be TBIC certified, a college must 
pass an in-depth assessment that gauges 
how well-designed and relevant its train-
ing programs are and how well its pro-
grams contribute to the local economic 
environment. Through this rigorous 
assessment, TBIC certifications provide 
internationally recognized confirmation 
of a community college’s ability to offer 
top-tier technical training that supports 
economic development.

For PHCC, the TBIC assessment 
revealed that the college’s programs are 
performing exceptionally well in two 
specific areas: supporting regional eco-

nomic development and offering practi-
cal education that prepares students to 
launch careers in the local labor market.  

“We are exceptionally pleased,” said 
PHCC’s Vice President of Economic 
and Community Development, Rhonda 
Hodges. “Not only is PHCC the first 
college in Virginia to have this inter-
national recognition, but TBIC also 
provided us with strong confirmation 
that our programs are meeting needs 
for both our students and the local 
economy.”

By certifying colleges, TBIC aims 
to promote transatlantic trade and 
investment and help bridge the gap 
between North American Economic 
Development Organizations and 
European companies looking to enter 
the U.S. market. According to state-
ments from the council, TBIC rec-
ognizes that community colleges are 
key vehicles for economic development. 
By providing affordable local training, 
community colleges drive both talent 
development for employers and eco-
nomic mobility for students.

Indeed, the TBIC certification is a 
sign of opportunities for Martinsville 
and Henry County. According to Larry 
Ryder, chairman of the Martinsville-
Henry County Economic Development 
Corporation, “the M-HCEDC is excit-
ed to learn that PHCC has become the 
first TBIC certified college in Virginia. 
PHCC is a strong training partner, and 
this designation will be great marketing 
tool for the EDC with all our clients, 
especially the many European compa-
nies considering our region.”

Towns get boost from federal 
American Rescue Plan Act funds

Virginia has distributed approxi-
mately $304.5 million in federal 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding to 190 towns, accord-
ing to a release from Gov. Ralph 
Northam.

These payments represent the 
first half of funding provided 
by the U.S. Treasury for Non-
Entitlement Units of local govern-
ment, with the same amount to be 
provided in June 2022. These funds 
are in addition to $2.3 billion 
available to Virginia’s 133 counties 
and cities directly from the federal 
government, as well as $4.3 bil-
lion that Governor Northam and 
the General Assembly will allocate 
during a special session beginning 
August 2. 

“Our Administration is commit-
ted to ensuring that communities of 
all sizes get the assistance they need 
to recover from the impacts of the 
pandemic—that’s why we expedit-
ed the distribution of funding for 
Virginia’s towns,”  said Northam. 
“These federal dollars represent 
an unprecedented opportunity to 

meet local response needs while 
also making transformative invest-
ments to support broad-based, 
equitable growth in every corner of 
the Commonwealth. We encourage 
collaboration across localities to 
maximize these funds for the ben-
efit of all Virginians.” 

“ARPA funding will provide sig-
nificant assistance to state and local 
governments in a wide range of 
areas,” said Secretary of Finance Joe 
Flores. “We have worked diligently 
to ensure that all localities receive 
the funds designated for them, and 
we are excited to see the positive 
outcomes that will result for com-
munities across Virginia.” 

The ARPA established the 
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal 
Recovery Fund (CSLFRF) to assist 
states and eligible units of local and 
tribal government with COVID-
19 recovery and infrastructure 
improvements. Within the catego-
ries of eligible uses, recipients have 
broad flexibility to decide how best 
to use this funding to meet local 
needs. Eligible uses of CSLFRF 

funds include:
*Supporting public health expen-

ditures, including COVID-19 mit-
igation efforts, medical expenses, 
behavioral health care, and certain 
public health and safety staff; 

*Addressing economic impacts 
caused by the public health emer-
gency, including to workers, house-
holds, small businesses, impacted 
industries, and the public sector; 

*Replacing lost public sector rev-
enue, providing government ser-
vices to the extent of the reduction 
in revenue experienced due to the 
pandemic; 

*Providing premium pay for 
essential workers, offering addi-
tional support to those who have 
and will bear the greatest health 
risks because of their service in 
critical infrastructure sectors; and 

*Investing in water, sewer, and 
broadband infrastructure, making 
necessary investments to improve 
access to clean drinking water, sup-
port vital wastewater and storm-
water infrastructure, and expand 
access to broadband internet. 

influenza virus, West Nile 
virus and other flaviviruses, 
Newcastle disease virus and 
other paramyxoviruses, her-
pesviruses and poxviruses; 
and Trichomonas parasites. 
Additional microbiology, 
virology, parasitology, and 
toxicology diagnostic test-
ing is ongoing.

Birds congregating at 
bird feeders and bird baths 
can transmit diseases to 
one another. Therefore, the 
state and district agencies 
recommend the following 
standard precautions:

*Cease feeding birds in 
the affected areas until this 
wildlife morbidity/mortal-
ity event subsides;

*Clean feeders and bird 
baths with a 10 percent 
bleach solution (one part 
bleach mixed with nine 
parts water), rinse with 
water, and allow to air dry;

*Avoid handling birds 
unless necessary. If you do 
handle them wear dispos-
able gloves. If picking up a 
dead bird, place an inverted 
plastic bag over your hand 
to avoid direct contact with 
the bird; 

*Keep pets (including 
pet birds) away from sick 
or dead wild birds as a stan-
dard precaution; and

*If at any time you find 
multiple dead birds in your 
yard over a short period of 
time, regardless of whether 

or not there is an ongoing 
bird mortality event, it is 
prudent to clean feeders 
and bird baths with a 10 
percent bleach solution.

*If you encounter sick 
or dead birds, in Virginia, 
submit an event report at 

dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/
diseases/bird-mortality-
reporting-form/. 

To dispose of dead birds, 
place in a plastic bag, seal 
and discard with house-
hold trash or alternatively 
bury them deeply.  

The DWR will issue 
an alert when the mor-
tality event has concluded 
and bird feeding can be 
resumed in the affected 
areas. Additional informa-
tion will be shared as diag-
nostic results are received. 

Feeding Birds from page 1

PHOTO BY BONNIE KITTLE ON UNSPLASH
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people on our three days 
that we are open,” Wilson 
said. “Hopefully we can go 
back to our four-day week 
which would be Tuesday 
through Saturday.”

While the days of 
operation may be limited, 
that’s certainly not the 
case for the selection of 
goodies inside the mall. 
The list varies from hand-
crafted works to donated 
antiques.

“Some of our most 
popular items are Annie 
Washburn’s homemade 
cakes and pies. Then of 
course, our glassware 
is very, very popular,” 
Wilson said. “I tend to 
enjoy doing my cro-
cheting, which is typi-
cally a lot of hats and 
blankets. Those are also 
popular. Everybody loves 
the Christmas room. It 
mostly depends on what 
all you like, but you can 
find just about anything 
here.

“David and Cynthia 
Wright have families of 
deceased loved ones that 
have a lot of antiques 
which are then donated 
here after they pass. We 
have the Christmas room 
that is strictly donations,” 
Wilson added.

In addition to antiques, 
the mall also hosts a popu-
lar food bank which is 
made possible through 
donations.   

“The Food Bank is 
every Monday from 9 a.m. 
until noon. Donations for 
that come from all of the 
various stores in the area,” 
Wilson said. “The food 

bank typically has a long 
line all the way out of the 
building and up the street. 
We don’t stop serving until 
right up until noon.” 

With the mall continu-
ing to grow, management 
is looking to expand to 
offer made-to-order meals 
on a regular basis.

“Right now, we have all 
of the proper permits for 
the food court that we are 
trying to start. We are just 
looking for someone that 
could come in and run 
that,” Wilson said. “If we 
could find the right per-
son, it would be very good 
for them and it would be 
very good for us. We are so 
anxious to find somebody 
that is willing to rent the 
food court and operate it 
for breakfast and lunch.”

Seating wouldn’t be a 
problem at the mall which 
overlooks the river.

“With our deck, it 
would be perfect,” Wilson 
said. “People keep saying 
‘when you get it open, call 
us so we can come, go out 
on the deck and have our 
lunch.’ We are hoping that 
we can get someone that 
is trained and has knowl-
edge of short-order cook-
ing. Things like hamburg-
ers, hotdogs, salads, and 
grilled cheese. Mr. Wright 
does a really mean salad. 
It’ll make you smack your 
mouth.”

Along with the food 
court, Wilson said new 
vendors are always wel-
come. 

“We rent our tables, or 
we can do it on a com-
mission basis,” Wilson 

explained. “The best way, 
I think, is by renting a 
table because if you rent 
your space then you just 
pay your rent, fix your 
items and then go from 
there. If you go on a com-
mission basis, then you 
may or may not sell and 
make enough money.”

New vendors can expect 
to find a supportive team 
to help.

“We work with each 
other. We’re not all here 
all of the time,” Wilson 
said. “There are 3 to 4 
here today, but there are 
10 of us vendors. With 
the owners, that makes 13 
people that work here.”

Each vendor has their 
own style and method of 
selling merchandise.  

“Everybody runs their 
tables differently. I do 
mine where the customers 
can do special-order. In 
other words, if you come 
in and want a hat or some-
thing, and I don’t have 
that particular one, then 
I will take your order to 
make your hat or blanket,” 
Wilson said. “I also do 
dish towels, rags, place-
mats and potholders. I can 
do them individually or 
in sets. There are different 
buying options too. For 
instance, I do layaways.”

Wilson said she enjoys 
crocheting because she 
finds it relaxing � some-
thing she was desperately 
in need of when she began 
to learn the craft. 

“I learned how to cro-
chet when I was pregnant 
with my first son. That 
was 1960. I made his little 

cap, sweater and booties,” 
she said. “Then, I didn’t 
create anything for years. 
I worked as a finance 
manager for a car dealer-
ship. When I retired, I 
was not just going to sit at 
home and do nothing, so 
I started back crocheting. 
Then, all of a sudden, I’m 
involved with the Wrights 
at the school and eventual-
ly bringing my things here 
to sell them. I love seeing 
the beauty of it once it’s 
finished.”

As much as she enjoys 
continuing her hobby, 
Wilson said she also gains 
a sense of fulfillment from 
being part of the broader 
community. 

“The people in this 
community make you feel 
so welcome, particularly 
in Bassett,” she said. “I 
live in Horsepasture, and 
I love Horsepasture, so 
don’t get me wrong, but 
Bassett cares about their 
people so much. They do 
so many more events and 
the people that come in 
here to buy are just won-
derful people.”

While Wilson gains 
from visits by the commu-
nity, the community also 
gains from simply visit-
ing the mall � regardless 
if they purchase an item 
or not. 

Visitors to the mall are 
asked to sign the regis-
try at the entrance and 
the names are put into a 
container. Once a month, 
a name is selected, and 
the winner receives one 
of the famous cakes by 
Washburn for free.

When he realized that 
there were other things to 
be done, he bought this 
building and opened it 
where we could start up 
the mini mall. He remod-
eled it, put in the windows 
and the deck. Now it’s just 
a beautiful facility and we 
have all kinds of beautiful 
things in here.”

Since the mall’s relo-
cation to Fairystone Park 
Highway, customers had 
to time their visits just 
right to peruse the offer-
ings. 

“We would be open 
during the summer, close 
for the winter and go up 
to the school before com-
ing back,” Wilson said. 
“Now we are full time 
down here.”

The mall currently 
operates on a three-day 
basis, so customers can 
stop by any given week

“We keep a running 
count of how many cus-
tomers that we have. We 
just started doing that, 
but I’d say we have any-
where between 100-150 

The RiverWalk Mini Mall has a variety of antiques, 
glassware, and donated Christmas items for shoppers 
to choose from.

Visitors to the RiverWalk Mini Mall can enjoy a view of 
the Smith River from the back deck.

Annie Washburn sells cakes, pies and other baked 
goods at the RiverWalk Mini Mall. Visitors to the mall 
are entered into a drawing to win one of her famous 
cakes.

Mini Mall from page 1
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