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Mary Martin, who is seeking the At Large seat on the
Henry County School Board, addressed the Board of
Supervisors ahout a compensation study.

Henry County Assistant Superintendent of Operations
and Administrative Services Dr. Benjamin Boone said
a 7 percent raise was given to all school teachers and
employees.
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Supervisors field questions
about compensation study

Taylor Boyd

Tuesday. employees, the results of the study

Staff writer

The Henry County Board of
Supervisors heard concerns about
the teacher pay portion of a com-
pensation study at a meeting

Mary Martin, who is one of two
candidates seeking the At Large
seat on the Henry County School
Board, referenced the compensa-
tion study released in June.

In addition to school division

included county employees, as well
as those employed by the sher-
iff’s office and the Public Service
Authority (PSA).

See Supervisors, page 7

Warner among those to call
for strengthened border security

A b

By Staff Reports

Citing increases in
deaths due to drug over-
doses, U.S. Sen. Mark
R. Warner and several
of their Democrat col-
leagues are among
those calling on the
Biden Administration
for additional U.S.
Customs and Border
Protection (CBP)
agents and increased
processing and screen-
ing capacity at ports
of entry, as well as
acquiring non-invasive
inspection technology
to stop drug smugglers
before their fentanyl
hits American fentanyl.

“We urge you to
prioritize  additional
funding, resources, and
innovative strategies to
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U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner is pictured during a recent visit to Mabry Mill, located on
the Blue Ridge Parkway in Patrick County.

Warner, D-Alexandria,
and his colleagues wrote
to Pres. Joe Biden last
week.

strengthen the security of
our southwest border and
address the multiple, over-
lapping challenges there,”

“We have long support-
ed increasing funding for
comprehensive measures

See Warner, page 6

Marlowe offers new insights into
the area’s prominence in war

By Holly Kozelsky

Were it not for an
eve-of-surrender battle
in Martinsville, the
entire Civil War would
have ended quite dif-
ferently.

That’s the theory of
Jarred Marlowe, who
on Tuesday gave the
program “April 25:
Danville, Martinsville,
and the End of the
Civil War” at the
Bassett Historical
Center.

The Civil War ran
from April 12, 1861,
to April 9, 1865.
Throughout most of
the war, the capital
of the Confederate
States of America was
Richmond. However,

Historian Jarred Marlowe gives the program April 25 - Danville, Martinsville, and the
End of the Civil War at the Bassett Historical Center.

on April 2, 1865,
Confederate President
Jefferson Davis and his
cabinet relocated to

Danville, where they wartime quartermas-
stationed themselves ter for Danville. (That
at the mansion of Maj.
William T. Sutherlin,

See Marlowe, page 8

Applications for
Christmas Cheer
now being accepted

Christmas Cheer began accepting applications
on Monday, October 23, and will be open Monday
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. until Friday,
Novemberl7.

The office is located at 300 Franklin St, Suite
226, Martinsville. This is the Clock Tower build-
ing, formerly Tultex, near Chick-fil-A and Taco
Bell.

Applications must be completed in person and
proof of residency in Martinsville or Henry County
is required, along with a photo ID. All household
residents must be listed, with their date of birth.
Acceptable proof of residency is a Virginia driver’s
license, a city or county utility bill, or AEP bill.

Christmas Cheer has been assisting families in
need residing in Martinsville and Henry County
since 1951. Providing toys to children 10 and
under, the program also provides each household
with a generous food box and blanket. The fund-
raising goal for 2023 has been set at $45,000.

Donations can be mailed to PO Box 540,
Martinsville, VA 24114, or dropped off at the
Cheer Office.

Board grants tax

relief for elderly
and disabled

Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis was asked to
provide safety tips for those who plan to go trick
or treating for Halloween.

disabled.

Previously, the thresh-
old for Henry County
residents  to  qualify
was an income below

$17,000 and the maxi-

The Henry County
Board of Supervisors
unanimously  voted
on Tuesday to grant
additional real estate
tax relief for certain

elderly, disabled, and mum exemption was
handicapped individu- $300. County staff
als. Residents who meet expect these changes

to have only a modest
impact on the annual
budget.

In other matters, the
board:

¢ Amended the coun-
ty’s transient occupancy
tax ordinance to increase
the rate from two percent
to five percent, effective
Jan. 1, 2024.

the criteria and have an
annual income below
$24,000 will now be
eligible for a maximum
exemption of $500.

“We understand the
tough financial circum-
stances many of our
residents face and we
are committed to eas-
ing that burden when-
ever its feasible,” said
Chairman Jim Adams.
“Granting additional
relief for our elderly and
disabled residents was
a goal outlined during
this year’s budget plan-
ning process and thanks
to the diligent work of
our county staff, we
were able to deliver on
that promise.”

The Code of Virginia
allows localities to pro-
vide tax relief for certain
eligible residents. To
qualify, residents must
be older than the age
of 65 or permanently

See Board, page 5
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Rare reunion of Broke Mountain

Bluegrass Band is first band
announced for Rooster Walk 14

Broke Mountain Bluegrass Band, two
nights of Daniel Donato’s Cosmic Country,
TAUK Moore, Dogs in a Pile, Yarn,
Mountain Grass Unit, Isaac Hadden Organ
Trio, Sol Driven Train, ] & The Causeways,
Colby T. Helms & The Virginia Creepers,
Clay Street Unit, Mighty Joshua

Another 30 bands to be announced in
the coming months!

Broke Mountain Bluegrass Band will
perform its first East Coast set in nearly
20 years at the 14th annual Rooster Walk
Music & Arts Festival, set for May 23-26,
at Pop’s Farm in Martinsville, Va.

A bluegrass band from Colorado, Broke
Mountain was formed in 2003 by a group
of then-unknown, incredibly talented
college musicians in their very early 20s.
Remarkably, the members went to establish
star-studded careers in nationally touring
bluegrass bands. Broke Mountain is com-
prised of Anders Beck (dobro/Greensky
Bluegrass), Travis Book (bass/Infamous
Stringdusters), Robin Davis (mandolin/The
Robin Davis Duo), Jon Stickley (guitar/
Jon Stickley Trio) and Andy Thorn (banjo/
Leftover Salmon). Broke Mountain juggled
college studies and touring duties in the
summers of 2003 and 2004 in Colorado
and surrounding states before parting ways
to accept full-time touring gigs with other
bands. Now celebrating its 20th anniver-
sary with a full album re-release, Broke
Mountain’s Rooster Walk debut will also
double as its first ever East Coast festival set.

In contrast to Broke Mountain, Daniel

Donato’s Cosmic Country will perform for
the third consecutive year at Rooster Walk.
The band, led by electric guitar virtuoso
Daniel Donato, has been one of the fastest-
growing acts in the country over the past
two years, selling out venues from coast
to coast. Daniel Donato will perform two
nights at RW14.

Also joining the first band announce-
ment is TAUK Moore, a special collabora-
tion between TAUK and female power-
house vocalist Kanika Moore. A largely
instrumental jam band, TAUK has per-
formed late-night sets at RW multiple times
in the past 10 years. They will be joined
for the full set by Moore, the lead singer of
Doom Flamingo, which played a late-night
set at RW13 last May.

Otherbandsannounced Tuesday include:
Dogsina Pile (a New Jersey-based funk/jazz/
rock jamband surging in nationwide popu-
larity); Yarn (NC/NY roots rockers who
will once again perform an original set and
a festival-finishing tribute set); Mountain
Grass Unit (up and coming bluegrass shred-
ders from Alabama); Isaac Hadden Organ
Trio (masterful musicianship from a North
Carolina power trio); Sol Driven Train
(upbeat, horn-driven rock’nroll beach vibes
from Charleston, SC); J & The Causeways
(New Otleans-based soul powerhouse remi-
niscent of St. Paul & The Broken Bones);
Colby T. Helms & The Virginia Creepers
(a captivating bluegrass band from nearby

See Rooster Walk, page 3
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Martinsville launches new website,

app for non-emergency reporting

The City of Martinsville is excit-
ed to announce the launch of the
SDL Portal, a mobile app and website
designed to streamline services. This
platform allows residents and visitors
to submit complaints, access prop-
erty information, and retrieve vital city
information, all with unprecedented
convenience and accessibility.

The City of Martinsville’s com-
mitment to embracing technology to
better serve its community and the
portal’s features include:

Online Reporting: The SDL Portal
allows residents to easily report non-
emergency issues, such as potholes,
streetlight outages, or other concerns
directly to the city’s authorities. This
also includes the ability to attach pho-

Search  Property Information:
Property owners and potential buy-
ers can access property information.
This feature streamlines the process of
researching properties within the city.

Access Information 24/7: The SDL
Portal provides access to a wealth of
information about Martinsville allow-
ing users to stay informed and engaged
with the community effortlessly.

The SDL Portal is compatible with
both iOS and Android devices and can
be accessed through any web browser.
Residents and visitors are encouraged
to download the app or visit the web-
site.

To learn more and access the
SDL Portal, please visit https://www.
martinsville-va.gov/476/City-Fix-
Martinsville.

tos and descriptions.

Scheduling conflict will prevent

Cobler from participating in debate

Reed Creek District
candidate Pam Cobler
said she will not be able
to participate in a political
debate held by BTW 21.

“This decision arises
not from an aversion to
healthy discourse and
questions, but rather
from a commitment to
prioritize direct commu-
nication with the commu-
nity and a commitment
to a previously planned
engagement,” she wrote in
a release.

Cobler said her primary
commitment lies with the
constituents she serves, as
well as each event, meet-
ing, and engagements as
her schedule allows. The
proposed debate coincides
with a prior engagement
that was scheduled well in
advance.

It is essential to honor
and respect the commit
ments previously made,
which is why she is unable
to rearrange her sched-
ule to accommodate this
debate. It is not a deci-
sion taken lightly, but
rather one made with the
utmost consideration for
the importance of every
interaction. This unfore-
seen scheduling conflict is
in no way a reflection of
Dr. Cobler’s commitment
to open dialogue.

“It is my duty to be
available to my constit-
uents, to listen, and to
address their concerns
directly. Listening to the
needs of my constituents is
of paramount importance
to me and I believe that
face-to-face interactions
and community meetings

most  strongly provide
intimate and insightful
platforms for meaningful
dialogue,” Cobler stated.

In the coming weeks
until  Election Day,
Tuesday, November 7,
Cobler said she will con-
tinue visiting various
localities, meeting with
voters while listening to
their concerns firsthand,
embarking on a compre-
hensive campaign, and
attending local events.

“I remain deeply com-
mitted to open, transparent,
and accessible communica-
tion with the community. I
look forward to continuing
this dialogue through the
various engagements and
I will work diligently to
ensure that every voice is
heard, and concerns are

addressed,” Cobler said.

Information sought in jewelry store heist

The Henry County Sheriff’s Office is asking
anyone with information on a robbery that occurred
at Eden Jewelry located at 1141 Memorial Blvd.,
Martinsville, around 10:45 a.m. on Tuesday.,

October 24.

Three Hispanic men, all wearing face masks,
entered the business and produced a firearm and
demanded jewelry, according to Henry County

Sheriff Wayne Davis.

The men “were armed with handguns,” Davis
said, adding physical evidence was left behind at

the scene.

Three employees who were in the store were
detained by the suspects and placed in a backroom
during the robbery. While the robbery was taking

place a customer entered the store where he was also

Sorento.

detained by one of the suspects, Davis said.
After taking an undisclosed amount of jew-
elry, the suspects fled the scene in a 2014 Red KIA

The suspects were described as Hispanic males
who were speaking Spanish.

“This was an egregious robbery. We won’t tolerate
it,” Davis said. “We want to bring whoever done this

to justice.”

The investigation is ongoing, anyone having
information regarding this incident is asked to con-
tact the Henry County Sheriff’s Office at 276-638-
8751 or Crimestoppers at 63-CRIME (632-7463).
The Crimestoppers Program offers rewards up to
$2,500 for information related to crime. The nature
of the crime and the substance of the information
determine the amount of reward paid.

<~ Why Sheriff Davis Is The Best Choice For Henry County
* Sheriff Wayne Davis has faithfully served the citizens of Henry County for the past 23 years.
* Sheriff Davis is the az/y certified law enforcement professional in the Henry County Sheriff’s

election.

> sheriff Davis placed a School Resource Officer in every Henry County Public School
Y He brought the D.A.RE. program back to Henry County Schools.
Y Pledges to bring the Henry County Sheriff’s Office to the foreiront of technology to better fight

crime.

S He has served in patrol, investigations, SWAT, and every level of supervision and leadership.

>k Sheriff Davis is certified by the Virginia Sherilf’s Institute. Only 29 Sheriffs in Virginia have ever

achieved this certification.

Paid For and Authorized by D. Wayne Davis Jr. for Sheriff

Sheriff
Wayne Davis
Humbly Asks

For Your
VOTE On
November

7th!

4 H

SHERIFF
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Event information/calendar items must be received
by 5 p.m. on the Tuesday before the desired publica-
tion date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.net.)

Meetings

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club regu-
larly meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific Bay Restaurant, 530
Commonwealth Blvd, Martinsville.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church on
Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

Thursday, November 2

The Henry County School Board’s monthly meet-
ing will be held at 5:30 p.m. in the Summerlin Room
on the 1st Floor of the County Administration
Building in Collinsville. The regular meeting will be
followed by closed session.

Events
Saturday, October 28

Books & Treats, a trunk or treat event, 5-7 p.m. at
the Martinsville Main Library Branch, 310 E. Church
St., Martinsville, with an interactive Halloween
Storytime Schedule. Walk the Trail of Treats and visit
the Spooky Garden. Books and treats will be available
while supplies last.

Trucks and Treats with treats, prizes and games,
6 p.m., Marshall Way in Fieldale, sponsored by the
Fieldale Volunteer Fire Company.

Tuesday, October 31

Uptown Trick-or-Treat, 4-6 p.m. Participating busi-
nesses include Barking Beauties LLC, Charity League
of MHC, Collins-McKee-Stone Funeral Home,
Food Lion-Greensboro Road, Just Breathe Yoga &
BodyWorks, Teen Arts Council-Peidmont Arts. Park
in the Broad Street Parking Lot and follow the loop
of businesses down Church Street and back up Main
Street.

Friday, November 3

Exhibit Opening Reception — Venus Inferred and
Z.L. Feng, 5:30 p.m. at Piedmont Arts

Join Piedmont Arts for an opening reception in
honor of the museum’s new exhibits. Gallery talk at
6:15 p.m. Free and open to the public. Complimentary
wine and light refreshments. Live music. RSVP by
October 30.

Friday, November 3 - Saturday,

November 4

Yard Sale 8 to 1 at Fieldale Recreation Center, 7
Marshall Way, Fieldale. Cash only. Lots of bargains
and great Christmas gifts.

Rooster Wal k from page 1

Saturday, November 4

Blackberry Baptist Church’s Free Event “FALL-
O-WEEN JESUS FESTIVAL,” 11 am. — 1 p.m.,
featuring Four4One Quartet! Festive Foods, Kids
Activities, Live Animals, Train Ride to Pumpkin
Patch, Candy, Games and much more.

An afternoon of family fun is planned at
“Hometown Heroes Touch A Truck Fundraiser,”
hosted by the Bassett Library Building Expansion
Committee at HJDB Event Center and Bassett
Branch Library, 3969 Fairystone Park Hwy, Bassett,
from 2-6 p.m. Children 2 & under are free. Child’s
wristbands are $10; Adult $5 to touch everything.
We will have representatives from Bassett Fire
Department; Bassett Rescue Squad; Henry County
law enforcement; VDOT; Air Life Helicopter;
Henry Co. Mobile Health Unit; AEP; PSA; & more.
There will be a bouncy house and slide. Snacks
and water for sale. All proceeds benefit the Bassett
Library Building Expansion Fund. The rain date is
Nov. 5, 2-6 p.m. Call (276) 629-2426 with ques-
tions.

Storytime at the Spencer Penn Centre, 10 a.m.
This monthly program will include special readers,
crafts, and other fun activities related to Falling
Leaves. Come out and join us for this free program,
fit for all ages. Registration is not needed.

Friday, November 10

Music Night at the Spencer Penn Centre, with
Gap Civil, to play in Alumni Hall. Gate opens at 5
p-m. with the band starting at 6:15 p.m. Admission
is a $5 CASH donation. Come enjoy some great
mountain music and dancing! Concessions, includ-
ing our ever-popular Spencer Penn hotdogs, will be

sold.

Sunday, November 12

“The Maps of Thomas Jefferson” by Zack Fleming:
3 p.m., at the Martinsville-Henry County Heritage
Center & Museum, 1 E. Main St., Martinsville.

Tuesday, November 14

Renae “Spring Morning” Wagoner will present a
Native American program, “We Are Still Here,” at
10:30 a.m. in the Bassett Historical Center. Renae
is of Shawnee descent and lives in Spencer. Proud of
her heritage, she is honored to be able to share a part
of her culture, and hopes you will look with a more
insightful view of the American Indian, with per-
haps a better understanding of their views and how
they came to have them all while having an enjoy-
able morning learning something new and realizing
t yes, Native Americans are still here. This program
is free and open to the public and will be held in the
Susan L. Adkins Memorial Meeting Room.

Saturdays through November 18

Martinsville Uptown Farmers’ Market is open
from 7 a.m. to noon, with the freshest fruits and
veggies, homemade snacks, locally raised beef, and
more. July 5-September 27, the market is open
Wednesdays from 7 a.m. to noon.

Registration for Upward Basketball and
Cheerleading for youngsters aged 5 years
through 5th grade, until Nov. 30. Practices
begin Jan. 6, with a first game on Jan. 27
and the last game set for March 16. Cost is
$65. All practices and games are held at Fort
Trial Baptist Church, 170 Oak Level Road,
Stanleytown. For more information, call (276)
629-2964 or pastordreed81@gmail.com.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen
to a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel
music by different bands each week. If you
want, you can bring a snack to share. This
event is free to the public. Any donations
received will go to the Bassett Ruritan Club to
pay for electricity etc.

Registration is underway for UPWARD
Basketball and Cheerleading, for youngsters
5 years old through 5th grade, $65 ecach at
Fort Trial Baptist Church in Stanleytown.
Call (276) 629.2964 or email pastordreed81@

gmail.com.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of
Natural History and the Henry County YMCA
with your library card. The passes are good for
one day and exclude special events. There is a
wait period before you can check out the pass
again. For more details and exclusions, visit
brrl.lib.va.us.

The Fontaine Ruritan Club hosts Bingo
every Tuesday at 1903 Joseph Martin Highway,
Martinsville. Doors open at 5:30 and games
begin at 7. Money from Bingo supports com-
munity service awards, scholarships, and other
community efforts.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the
month at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue
Ridge Regional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call
(276) 403-5430 to register.

Medicaid eligibility renewals have resumed.
Martinsville-Henry County Coalition for
Health and Wellness (MHCCHW) offers
Medicaid/FAMIS application and renewal
assistance for Virginia residents from birth
to 64 years of age in-person: Wednesdays 10
a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at Community Storehouse,
128 E. Church St (lower level of the old
Leggett Building) in Martinsville, or by phone,
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. MHCCHW’s
specially trained Medicaid/FAMIS Outreach
Advocate is available to help. Call or text Ann
Walker at (276) 732-0509 to learn more or for
an appointment.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center
offers free in-house and online classes to help
prepare for college, career, or earn your high
school equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-
9585.

Franklin County, Va.); Clay Street Unit
(Colorado-based honky tonk/roots rock);
and Mighty Joshua (authentic reggae from
central Virginia).

More than 30 additional bands will be
added to the lineup, including the overall
headliners, in the coming months.

Tickets for Rooster Walk 14 go on sale
at noon Friday (Oct. 27, 2023) at the newly
redesigned www.roosterwalk.com, which
also features all the information needed to
plan for an amazing experience.

The festival will take place Thursday-
Sunday of Memorial Day weekend in the
rolling foothills surrounding Martinsville,
Va. Rooster Walk is a 4-day festival celebrat-
ing music, art, and the great outdoors at the
idyllic Pop’s Farm venue. With roughly 50
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bands performing on 6 different stages, and
an amazing roster of stellar music steers the
Rooster Walk experience.

In addition to approximately 80 sets of
live music, the family-friendly Rooster Walk
will offer a wide variety of kids’ program-
ming, family fun, craft beer, great food,
arts and numerous opportunities to enjoy
Virginia’s great outdoors with kayak river
floats, pedal boats, bike rides, yoga, a disc
golf course and beautiful on-site camping.

Rooster Walk has been named one of the
Top 5 festivals in the state by the Richmond-
Times Dispatch. It also was voted the
region’s Most Creative Charitable Event
by readers of Virginia Living Magazine for
three consecutive years. The festival was cre-
ated in memory of late Martinsville natives

DACKA GG
PACKA
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SPECIAL DEALS AND PROMOTIONS
OFFERED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!

CALL US TODAY A

DR (276) 6

Edwin “The Rooster” Penn and Walker
Shank, who graduated from Martinsville
High School in 2000.

A portion of proceeds from the festival
will be donated to local and regional chari-
ties, including Rooster Walk’s own Penn-
Shank Memorial Endowment Scholarship
Fund for students at Martinsville High
School, and the Rooster Walk Music

Instrument Program for public band pro-
grams in the local city and county school
systems.

The festival is produced by Rooster Walk
Inc., a 501c3 nonprofit dedicated to promot-
ing music, arts and education in its home of
Martinsville-Henry County. Since 2009,
Rooster Walk Inc. has donated more than
$320,000 to local and regional charities.
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Famous monsters of
Washington, D.C.

I couldn’t decide whether I
wanted to write a fun Halloween
column or a column about the
rolling embarrassment that is
the current search for a House
Speaker. 1 figured, why not
split the difference? Here’s my
round-up of several Famous
Monsters of Filmland and how
I think they would perform in
the role of 56th Speaker of the
House. Enjoy!

Count Dracula

Rating: Excellent

As a charismatic monster
who sucks the lifeblood from
peasants, Count Dracula is
already a seasoned politician in
everything but title. At nearly
600 years old, he would be our
fourth oldest Congressman.

Jason Voorhees
Rating: Decent
Given his propensity for

murdering people at lakes,
Jason Voorhees would likely do
everything within his power
to prevent a government shut-
down that would cause lakes on
National Park properties to close
to the public.

Over the course of his career
in “Friday the 13th” movies,
Jason has proven himself to be
driven, a real go-getter. In order
to fulfill his goal of murdering
as many teenagers as possible,
Jason has risen from the dead
on multple occasions and has
even traveled to both outer space
and Hell. He is ambitious, effec-
tive, and an unstoppable force,
all qualities that, unfortunately,
immediately disqualify him
from the role of House Speaker.

The Creature from the
Black Lagoon

Rating: Poor

While the American people

By Ben R. Williams

are willing to support figura-
tive swamp monsters, a literal
swamp monster may be too
on-the-nose.

Godzilla

Rating: Poor

Over the course of his film
career, Godzilla has served as
a metaphor for the dangers of
nuclear war, pollution, and
climate change. Based on
this history, Tucker Carlson
would immediately label him
“Wokezilla,” thereby sinking

his chances of ever becoming

House Speaker.

The Thing

Rating: Poor

A shape-shifting organism
from beyond the stars that
can assimilate living crea-
tures and replicate them, the
Thing is actually a colonial
organism consisting of mil-
lions of cells working in uni-
son to achieve a common
goal. This concept of coop-
eration is utterly antithetical
to modern American politics.

Norman Bates

Rating: Average

Despite Bates’ illustri-
ous career in hotel manage-
ment, the waning popularity
of Mike Pence has proven
that America no longer has
patience for tense buttoned-
down weirdos with undiag-
nosed mother issues.

Freddy Krueger

Rating: Excellent

Star of the “Nightmare on
Elm Street” series, Freddy
Krueger has proven to be

charming and lovable even
while murdering teenagers.
Given that Freddy exists in
the Dream World and can
only interact with people
while they’re asleep, it may
seem like he has the deck
stacked against him; how-
ever, given that Congress is
largely made up of extremely
elderly people who barely
exist in the conscious world,
this shouldn’t present a
major setback.

It’s tempting to think that
being a serial child molest-
er would prevent Freddy
Krueger from serving as
House Speaker. However, it
didn’t slow down Dennis
Hastert.

Frankenstein’s Monster

Rating: Poor

After their experience
with Donald Trump, it’s
unlikely that the GOP would
lend support to yet another
abomination imbued with
unholy power that eventu-
ally proved impossible to
control and turned on its
masters.

News from the 9th:
Al in Energy

Over the last
al years, we have begun
exploring the potential
of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and its application
across a variety of sec-
tors—health care, finance,
manufacturing, agricul-
ture, and so on. In the
Energy Subcommittee of
the House Energy and

sever-

Commerce Committee,
we recently held a hearing
examining the ways that
Al could be used to benefit
our energy sector.

As energy consumption
and our standard of liv-
ing increases decade after
decade, we must find new
ways to provide Americans
with safe, reliable, and
affordable energy. Al is
being used to support those
goals.

We heard from witness-
es about how Al is acceler-
ating cutting-edge energy
technologies by process-
ing data to aid rescarch-

ers, while also helping to
reduce both cost and time
when developing new tech-
nologies.

In the oil and gas indus-
try, Al is being used to
better process geothermal
3D seismic data and opti-
mize drilling operations.
It can increase production
in refineries, help man-
age wells and reservoirs,
increase yield, all while
finding ways to decrease oil
well energy usage, which
will in turn bring down
COsts.

See 9th, page 6
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United
Healthcare

Medicare Advantage:

One plan, one card,
many benefits

With plans designed for all styles, stages and ages of
Medicare, more people count on UnitedHealthcare for their
Medicare Advantage plans. Our licensed sales agents will
help you find a plan with more benefits — including dental,
vision, and prescription drug coverage, plus access to
Medicare Advantage’s largest national provider network.

Stop by during the times listed to get answers to your
questions from a Medicare Plan Expert.

Tricjg—or—treating

We are well past the
golden age of trick-or-
treating and instead are
finalizing the epoch of
a free-for-all senseless
grab of candy.

While the roots of
Halloween go back mil-
lennia and through reli-
gions (but mostly from
pagan harvest festivals
of the Celts), trick-or-
treating originated in
America in the 20th
century and hit its apex
in the 1930s to the
1960s.

Centuries ago, those
pagan festivals marked
the transition from the
sunny, warm, bountiful
summery time of year
to the dark, lonely times
of winter. On Sambhain
(pronounced “SOW-
en”) or All Hallow’s
Eve, it was thought that
the veil between the liv-
ing and dead was the
thinnest, so there was
the fear you could be
drawn into the dark

side. People would dress
up as ghouls and other
creatures to confuse those
ghosts and demons who
came after souls — if you
looked like you already
were one of them, they
may not go after you.

In the European tradi-
ton of souling, the poor
would visit the houses of
the wealthy to pray for the
souls of the departed, and
in return, would receive
pastries called soul cakes.
As time went on, children
took up that practice and
would ask for gifts such as
food, drink or money.

In Scotland and Ireland,
they would dress in cos-
tume and sing, tell jokes or
otherwise perform a trick
before collecting a treat,
such as food or coins.
Some would commit
pranks which they blamed
on the Samhain.

Another practice that
led up to trick-or-treating
was the annual celebration
of Guy Fawkes Night, also
known as Bonfire Night.
It commemorates when
Fawkes’s plan to blow up
the British Parliament
building in 1605 were
thwarted. Bonfires were
lit, burning the symbolic

bones of the Catholic
pope, and later, British
children work masks and
carried effigies while beg-
ging “a penny for the
Guy.”

Immigrants to
American brought with
them those traditions
which eventually would
meld together. By the
early 1900s, children and
teenagers would roam
around on Hallowe’en
night pulling off pranks.

The Henry Bulletin
in November 1922
described these “custom-
ary” pranks that young
people dressed in “weird
and ghostly costumes”
played in Martinsville
on Oct. 31, the eve of
All Saint’s Day: Nearly
all the porch furniture
in some areas of town
moved from one
house to the next or was
hidden away; some jok-
ers blocked traffic; the
school bell tolled when
it wasn't supposed to.
One man the next morn-
ing discovered that his
flivver (a small, cheap,
usually old automobile),
which he had left parked
in front of his house,
had been moved 35 feet

down the street.

was

See Halloween, page 6

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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Collinsville Collinsville
10/31,11/7,11/16 11/01 & 11/08
9AM-12PM 10:00 AM
11/2,11/14,11/21 Community Mtg.
2PM-4:30PM
Legacy Insurance Dutch Inn
3959 Virginia Ave 2360 Virginia Ave
Collinsville, VA Collinsville, VA 65
24078 24078 CLUES ACROSS 41. Matchstick games 4. The capacity of a physical 28. Renters have one
1. Unhappy 42. Thick piece of something system to do work 29. Tubular steel column

4. Clairvoyance 44, A state that precedes

7. One who works under you vomiting

12. What happens there stays 47. Burned item residue
there 48. Jaguarundi

15. Not ingested 49. Anno Domini (in the year
16. Got the picture of Our Lord)

18. One thousandth of a gram 50. The home of “60

19. Breakfast item Minutes”

20. About 52. Dorm official

21. Tall deciduous trees 53. Give cards incorrectly

5. People of the wild 32. Database management
6. Parent-teacher groups system

7. Midway between south and 36. Similar

southeast 38. Providing no shelter or
8. Moved quickly on foot sustenance

9. Handheld Nintendo console 40. Death

10. “Top of the Stairs” 43.What a sheep did
playwright 44. Midcentury Asian battle-
11. Electronic data processing ground

12. “Dog Day Afternoon” 45. Horizontal passage into

Get more of what matters.

myuhcagent.com

For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-844-743-6328,
TTY 711. Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. Limitations, exclusions

. : ’ 24. Safe keeping receipt 56. One who is learning director amine
and/or network restrictions may apply. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare 27. Cowardly the job 13. Leaned 46. Mortified
Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage 30. Pueblo people of New  61. Popular R.L. Stevenson  14. About aviation 51. Improper word
organization with a Medicare contract. Enroliment in the plan depends on the plan’s Mexico novel 17. Mountain is a popular type 54. No seats available

contract renewal with Medicare. '"Provider network may vary in local market. Provider
network size based on Zelis Network360, May 2023. The UnitedHealthcare Medicare
Plan Expert is a licensed sales agent/producer. © 2023 United HealthCare Services,
Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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31. Herring-like fish 63. Attentively

33. A very large body of water 64. CNN's founder

34. Angle (abbr.) 65. Criticize

35. Spiritual leader of a Jew- CLUES DOWN

ish congregation 1. Fijian capital

37. White clergical vestment 2. Assist

39. Cool! 3. Elected lord in Venice

22. Lake along Zambia and
Congo border

23. Heroic tales

24. Soviet Socialist Republic
25. “Star Trek” villain

26. Hand gesture popular on
social media

55. Financial obligation

56. It can be hot or iced

57. Tough outer skin of a fruit
58. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
59. Misfortunes

60. Negative

62. Camper
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Signs expected to help reduce
traffic congestion at the speedway

With a weekend full
of racing, drivers should
expect an increased volume
of traffic in the vicinity of
Martinsville ~ Speedway
through Sunday, October
29.

For the race being held
on Sunday, October 29,
the Virginia Department
of Transportation encour-
ages race fans driving to and
from Martinsville Speedway
to follow the recommended
traffic patterns listed below
and as posted on signs and
message boards.

VDOT will place many
signs and changeable mes-
sage boards throughout the
region to assist travelers.
Vehicular and  pedestrian
traffic will be heavy. Traffic
is being routed to the speed-
way in certain patterns to
minimize overall congestion
as much as possible. Watch
for the speed limit to reduce

gradually from 65 mph to

35 mph on the Route 220/
Route 58 Bypass as you
approach the speedway.

e From Roanoke and
areas north of Martinsville:
Race fans traveling south
on US. 220 should con-
tinue on the U.S. 220/U.S.
58 Bypass past the speed-
way interchange and turn
right onto the access road
that leads into the speed-
way. The entrance is located
one mile east of the U.S.
220 interchange and may
provide easier access. Signs
are in place designating the
entrance to the speedway.

*  From Danville and
areas east of Martinsville:
Motorists on the U.S. 58
Bypass should follow signs
directing them to use the
track’s back gate. This
entrance is located off the
bypass, east of the track.

* From Greensboro and
areas south of Martinsville:
Motorists should watch for

electronic message boards
and obey police directing
traffic. Through traffic
should use the left lane.

. From Stuart and
areas west of Martinsville:
Motorists should stay on
U.S. 58 east and follow
signs and message boards to
the track.

As drivers exit the races,
VDOT reminds drivers
of the U.S. 220 Business
bridge replacement cur-
rently underway. It is locat-
ed over Reed Creek about
04 mile east of the U.S.
220 and U.S. 220 Business
intersection. The bridge
is reduced to one lane of
travel in both directions and
may cause delays due to the
increase from race traffic.

Those attending the race
should closely follow direc-
tional information and plan
to arrive early and expect
heavy traffic and delays
throughout the area.

yard fire pit.

the

across

The fall fire season has arrived,
and from now through November,
the Virginia Department of Forestry
(DOF) is urging residents to be
extra careful when burning yard
debris, enjoying a campfire or back-

Low humidity and windy condi-
tions, along with dry grasses and
fallen leaves, combine this time of
year to create favorable conditions
for wildfires to spark and spread
quickly. During years of dry sum-
mers — such as this one — wildfires
are even more common.

“Most of Virginia had a very dry
summer which causes leaves to fall
earlier,” said DOF Chief of Fire and
Emergency Response John Miller.
“Unfortunately, these factors only
improve conditions for wildfires
to occur. However, with basic fire
safety measures, we can stop most
wildfires before they start. It’s just
like Smokey Bear says, ‘Only You
Can Prevent Wildfires.”

In Virginia, more than 75% of
wildfires are human caused, with
escaped debris burns being the lead-
ing cause. DOF has wildland fire-
fighters assigned to every county
Commonwealth who

Virginia’s Fall Fire Season Begins

work with local fire departments
to protect people, property and our
natural resources. While the state-
wide 4 p.m. burn law is only in
effect in the spring, be sure to
always check with local fire officials

in your area for possible regional

trol:

days

restrictions or bans.

Take these simple precautions to
dramatically reduce the likelihood
of a debris burn escaping your con-

*Avoid burning on dry, windy

*Keep your burn pile small

it’s cool)

or yard

€os.

*Have a rake or shovel and water
hose on hand

*Have a phone ready to call 911 if
a fire escapes your control

*Stay with your fire until it’s
completely out (drown, stir, ensure

*Consider a “green” alternative to
burning yard debris: compost your
organic yard waste for your garden

To learn more about the fall fire
season in Virginia visit DOF’s web-
site and visit Smokey Bear’s website
for fire prevention tips (including
safe yard debris burning) and vid-

Operation Christmas Child National Collection Week is Nov. 13-20

Get ready for an
incredible chance to
make a global impact
and bring boundless joy
to children in need. The
Operation  Christmas
Child program, orches-
trated with sheer enthusi-
asm by Samaritan’s Purse,
is already in full swing.
But guess what? Its not
too late for you, your
church, your organiza-
tion, your family, or even
just you, as an individual,
to dive headfirst into this
heartwarming mission!

Operation Christmas
Child isnt just any pro-
gram; its a heartwarm-
ing, life-changing experi-
ence! It’s about deliver-
ing tremendous joy and
the life-transforming
message of Jesus Christ
to children around the
world, all through the
magic of gift-filled shoe-
boxes. These shoeboxes
are more than just gifts;
they’re an embodiment of
God’s immense love for
each child. For many of
these youngsters, it’s their
very first gift, a moment
they’ll cherish forever!

Imagine the impact.

With the help of our
dedicated local church
partners, these shoebox
gifts serve as an amazing
opportunity to share the
Gospel in a way that’s fun
and engaging for kids. It’s
about planting seeds of
hope and faith in young
hearts, and you can be a
part of it.

Samaritan’s Purse has
been doing this incred-
ible work for years, and
the numbers speak for
themselves. Since 1993,
weve reached over 209
million children in more
than 170 countries and
territories. That’s an
astonishing number of
smiles, all made possible
through your generosity.
Not only do these gifts
bring immense joy, but
they also convey a pow-
erful message of God’s
love, creating a bond that
transcends borders.

But here’s the best part
- YOU can be a part of
this heartwarming jour-
ney! You can put togeth-
er these special shoebox
gifts, whether on your

B Oa rd from page 1

own, with a group of
friends, or even online.
And when your boxes are
ready, it’s as simple as tak-
ing them to the nearest
drop-off location. There
are multiple locations
throughout the region,
and we've made it super
convenient for you.

Get ready to be part of
a global movement that
spreads love, joy, and hope
to children in need. Your
involvement can make a
world of difference, and
the smiles you help cre-
ate will warm your heart.
Don’t miss out on this
amazing opportunity to
make the world a brighter
place for these children.
Check out the drop-off
locations and schedules
below, and let’s make this
holiday season unforget-
table for kids around the
world.

For more informa-
tion, including How to
Pack a Shoebox (/oper-
ation-christmas-child/
pack-ashoe-box/), visit
samaritanspurse.org/occ
(hteps://www.samaritans-
purse.org/).

Please contact Penny
Denny (276) 340-8984
or Matt Tatum (276)
226-0805 with any ques-
tions or to learn how to

get involved locally.
Shoebox Drop off
Locations in  Henry
County:

Bassett - Blackberry
Baptist Church, 3241
Stones  Dairy Road
Bassett:

Mon., Nov. 13, 5 -7
p.m.; Tues., Nov. 14, 10
a.m.—2 p.m.; Wed., Nov.
15, 5 = 8 p.m.; Thurs.,
Nov. 16, 10 am. — 2
p.m.; Fri., Nov. 17: 5 -7
p.m.; Sat., Nov. 18: 9
a.m.— 12 p.m. Sun., Nov.
19: 1- 3 p.m.; Mon., Nov.

20, 8 — 10 a.m.
Collinsville - Stone
Memorial Christian

Church 3030 Virginia
Avenue Collinsville:
Mon., Nov. 13, 4 - 6
p.m.; Tues., Nov. 14, 4
- 6 p.m., Wed., Nov. 15,
4 — 6 p.m.; Thurs., Now.
16, 4 — 6 p.m.; Fri., Nov.
17,4 — 6 p.m.; Sat., Nov.
18, 10 am. — 12 p.m.;

Sun., Nov. 19,4 — 6 p.m;
Mon., Now. 20, 10 a.m. —
12 p.m.

Martinsville - Chatham
Heights Baptist Church,
1235 Chatham Heights
Road, Martinsville:

Mon., Nov. 13,3 - 5
p.m.; Tues., Nov. 14, 3
-5 p.m.; Wed., Nov. 15,
3 — 5 p.m.; Thurs., Now.
16, 3 — 5 p.m.; Fri., Nov.
17,3 = 5 p.m.; Sat., Nowv.
18, 1 —4 p.m.; Sun., Nov.
19, 1 — 4 p.m.; Mon,
Nov. 20, 9 a.m. — 12 p.m.

Ridgeway -
Horsepasture Christian
Church, 1146
Horsepasture Price Road,
Ridgeway:

Mon., Nov. 13, 9 a.m.
— 12 p.m.; Tues., Nov. 14,
5 — 7 p.m.; Wed., Nov.
15, 9:30 a.m. — 12 p.m.;
Thurs., Nov. 16, 5 — 7
p.m.; Fri., Nov. 17, 9:30
a.m. — 12 p.m.; Sat., Nov.
18, 9:30 a.m. — 12 p.m;
Sun., Nov. 19,5 -7 p.m;
Mon., Nov. 20, 9 a.m. —
11 am.
off

Shoebox Drop

Locations in Patrick

County:

Stuart - Nettle Ridge
Church, 70 Nettle Ridge
Loop, Stuart:

Mon., Nov. 13, 5 -7
p-m.; Tues., Nov. 14, 4
— 6 p.m.; Wed., Nov. 15,
7 — 9 p.m.; Thurs., Nov.
16, 5 — 7 p.m.; Fri., Now.
17,5 =7 p.m.; Sat., Nov.
18, 10 am. — 12 p.m,;
Sun., Nov. 19,1 -5 p.m;
Mon., Nov. 20, 8 — 10

a.m.

Minnies Chapel, 161
Minnies Chapel Loop,
Stuart:

Mon., Nov. 13, 6 — 8
p-m.; Tues., Nov. 14, 6
— 8 p.m.; Wed., Nov. 15,
6 — 8 p.m.; Thurs., Now.
16, 6 — 8 p.m.; Fri.,, Nov.
17, 6 — 8p.m.; Sat., Nov.
18, 10 am. — 2 p.m,;
Sun., Nov. 19, 1 —4 p.m.;
Mon., Nov. 20, 8 — 10
a.m.

There also are drop
off locations in Franklin
County. Call Denny
(276) 340-8984 or Tatum
(276) 226-0805 for addi-

tional information.

* Accepted a donation of approxi-
mately 120 acres of land, and its associ-
ated personal property, from EIDD, Inc.
The land surrounds the Henry County
Adult Detention Center and Public
Safety headquarters, and is currently
being leased by the county.

* Purchased approximately 7.5 acres
adjacent to Fieldale Park for $11,775.
The Textile Heritage Trail is located on
this property.

* Approved an additional appropria-
tion of $3,094,088 received from the
Virginia Department of Emergency
Management for the purchase of 12
emergency generators, and awarded
site-specific contracts to Fidelity Power
Systems, of Henrico, Va., for the pur-
chases.

* Approved a donation of $25,000
received from the family and friends of
Randolph Tyler Stone. The donation
will help fund the preliminary work for
Phase 7 of the Dick and Willie Passage.

* Awarded a contract in the amount
of $118,926 to Sheehy Ford for three
police interceptor utility vehicles for
the Sheriff’s Office. * Approved an
additional appropriation of $31,911
received from the Department of Justice
for the purchase of bulletproof vests for
the Sheriff’s Office.

* Approved an additional appropri-
ation of $32,400 received from the
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles
grant for traffic enforcement by the
Sheriff’s Office. ® Approved an addi-
tional appropriation of $5,876 received
from state asset forfeiture funds for the
purchase of replacement office furni-
ture for the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s
Office.

* Approved an additional appro-
priation of $65,000 received from a
Virginia Department of Emergency

Management grant for stipends for
911 center employees. ® Approved an
additional appropriation of $3,000
received from a Virginia Department of
Emergency Management grant for GIS
software.

* Approved a contract with Fidelity
Power Systems in the amount of
$225,615 for the purchase and installa-
tion of emergency generators at the Oak
Level and 10th Street, Fieldale water
booster pump stations.

* Approved a contract with Shoulder
Run Nutrient Bank in the amount of
$90,000 to purchase the phosphorous
credits necessary for grading Lot #2
at Commonwealth Crossing Business
Centre.

e Selected Joe Bryant as Henry
County’s voting representative at the
2023 Virginia Association of Counties
Annual Business Meeting. Garrett
Dillard was selected as the county’s
alternate voting representative.

* Conducted a public hearing and
approved a request to rezone approx-
imately 5.6 acres of the Blackberry
District from Rural Residential District
(R-R) to Agricultural District (A-1).
The applicant wishes to continue keep-
ing chickens on the property.

* Conducted a public hearing and
approved a request to rezone approxi-
mately 12.5 acres of the Blackberry
District from Rural Residential District
(R-R) to Agricultural District (A-1).
The applicant wishes to market the
property for potential agricultural pur-
poses.

* Conducted a public hearing and
approved a request to rezone approxi-
mately 3.42 acres of the Blackberry
District from Mixed Residential District
(M-R) to Agricultural District (A-1).
The applicant wishes to build acces-

Mo 2

The Henry County Board of Supervisors approved granting additional real estate
tax relief for certain elderly, disabled, and handicapped individuals at a Tuesday

meeting.

sory structures on the property larger
than what is allowed under its previous
zoning.

* Conducted a public hearing and
denied a request to rezone approxi-
mately 1.79 acres of the Reed Creek
District from Industrial District (I-1) to
Commercial District (B-1). The appli-
cant wished to establish a restaurant in
the existing building.

* Reappointed Richard Hall, Terry
Cundiff, Nubby Coleman, and Gary
Gibson to the Patriot Centre/CCBC
Advisory Board for two-year terms set to
expire on December 31, 2025.

*Approved the items of consent as
presented.

*Heard the monthly report on the
delinquent tax collection efforts.

*Heard an wupdate from che
Martinsville-Henry County Economic

Development Corporation.

*Approved designating Joe Bryant,
of the Collinsville District, as the vot-
ing representative and Garrett Dillard,
of the Iriswood District, as the alter-
nate for the 2023 Virginia Association
of Counties (VACO) annual business
meeting.

*Heard from Information Systems
Director Mark Alley about cyber secu-
rity.

*Heard from Doug Stegall, of the
Collinsville District, about the need for
an overhead warning light at the inter-
section of Colonial Drive and Kings
Mountain Road.

e Set a public hearing for Nov. 28, to
consider a siting agreement with Rocky
Ford Solar.
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Bassett man held with no bond

A Henry County
Sheriff’s Office deputy was
traveling southbound on
Greensboro Road, near
Sheetz at 11:38 a.m. on
October 20, when the
deputy observed a 2017
beige Ford Fusion perform
an illegal lane change and
drive recklessly. The depu-
ty activated his emergency
equipment to conduct a
traffic stop on the vehicle.
The Ford Fusion acceler-
ated away, and a pursuit
ensued.

The pursuit traveled
down Greensboro Road
for several miles before
turning around at a cross-

over. The pursuit then
traveled northbound on
Greensboro Road for
a short distance before
turning back around on
Greensboro Road, where
it started going south-
bound for a second time.
The driver of the Ford
Fusion eventually stopped
the vehicle on Greensboro
Road, near White House
Road. The driver of the
vehicle was taken into cus-
tody without incident.
Charles Levi Goins,
30, of 100 Ridgeview
Ln.,, Apt. 1, Bassett, was
wanted by Pulaski County,
Virginia, for probation vio-

lation, with the underlying
charges being two counts
of distribution of narcotics,
eluding police, and bur-
glary.

In addition, he was
charged with felony elud-
ing law enforcement offi-
cer and fail to obey high-
way lane

and is currenty being
held in the Henry County
Adult Detention Center
with no bond.

This investigation is
ongoing, anyone having
information  regarding
this incident is asked to
contact the Henry County
Sheriff’s Office at 276-638-

Charles Levi Goins

8751 or Crimestoppers at
63-CRIME  (632-7463).
The Crimestoppers
Program offers rewards up
to $2,500 for information
related to crime.

Career Academy, county schools, designated

as an Apple Distinguished School

ACADEMY

[
Distinguished
School

Henry County
Schools’ Career
Academy was
ognized as an Apple
Distinguished School
for the 2023-2026
program term, based
on its commitment to

rec-

continuous innovation

in education and using
Apple products to cre-
ate exemplary learning
practices.

“Our goal at Career
Academy is to give our
students an academic
advantage,  whether
entering college, the
work force, or military.
The use of Apple prod-
ucts and services in our
classrooms allows stu-
dents to become inno-
vative and competitive
leaders ready for the
challenges that await
them upon graduating

from high school.”

H al I owee n from page 1

Around the early
1930s, some historians
surmise, American chil-
dren developed trick-or-
treating by coming up
with the idea of offering
adules the opportunity
to be spared pranks for
the price of treats. Other
historians theorize that it
was the adults who came
up with the idea: Distract
the kids from pulling off
tricks by offering them
treats instead, to leave
them alone.

The 1930s to the
1960s were truly the
golden age of trick-or-
treating: Kids roamed
the street prepared for
both carrying out tricks
and receiving treats —
depending on whether
the adults at each house
bought them off with
sweets or failed to do so.

The kids ran the show
during those decades of
trick-or-treating. It was a

gth from page 1

unique night controlled
by children, which the
adults tolerated (or com-
plained about).

In the 1960s, com-
munity and neighbor-
hood Halloween parties
became popular, in one
sense as a way to keep the
kids too busy having fun
to wander about pull-
ing off tricks. Churches
got into the Halloween
game too, having par-
ties and later trunk-or-
treating, to have kids
off the street and in the
church. Costumes may
have been ghoulish and
scary on the street, but in
the churches, they were
encouraged to be of Bible
characters.

Nowadays, trick-or-
treating has degenerated
into little more than a
hedonistic grab for as
much candy as pos-
sible without any of the
accompanying friendly

Apple Distinguished
Schools are recognized
as some of the most
innovative in the world.
They’re centers of lead-
ership and educational
excellence, with a clear
vision for how technol-
ogy-rich environments
support learning goals.
In Apple Distinguished
Schools, forward-think-
ing leaders and their
communities work to
inspire, imagine, and
impact teaching and
learning, and they have
documented results of
academic accomplish-

chats with one’s
neighbors  which
night used to entail.
While  their
neighborhoods
dark and ignored, par-
ents will drive their kids
around to the wealthier
areas where it is assumed
copious amounts of
candy would be given.
At churches on various
nights, starting Saturday,
kids will go from car to
car loading up their bags.
In uptown Martinsville
on Halloween night, kids
will get their candy from
merchants from 4-6 p.m.
In Stuart, itll be from
5:30-8 p.m. on Main
Street that same night.
When my daughter
was little, T kept to the
old ways, walking her
from house to house. She
was small and the yards
were big, so wed only
make five or six hous-
es before she was worn

own

the

own
remain

ments.

Schools all over the
world are using iPad
and Mac to transform
learning.  As teachers
incorporate technology
into their lessons, they
empower students to
lead, learn, and thrive,
to discover new oppor-
tunities, and to make
their world a better
place.

Career Academy will
be recognized for this
accomplishment at the
November 2 School
Board Meeting at 5:30
p.m.

out. At each house we
had enjoyable visits with
neighbors who were see-
ing her grow up.

On  Saturday, my
now-teen daughter and
I will be handing out
candy at our church’s
Trunk-or-Treat.  On
Tuesday, Tl be among
those handing out candy
at the Historic Henry
County  Courthouse
from 4-6 p.m. And if
we can manage to do
two things at once, T'll
also bring her to her
dance teacher’s house in
Franklin County where
Halloween fun — includ-
ing trick-or-treating in
generous neighborhoods
— is promised.

After all, times and
traditions always change.
Fifty years from now, or
100, trunk-or-treating
and neighborhood candy
raids may just be items in
the history columns.

When it comes to electricity, Al
could be used by utilities and whole-
sale market makers to continuously
pinpoint when to dispatch power
plants and help power plant manag-
ers balance supply and demand. It
can also monitor uility polls for any
issues, order needed parts, or create
work orders for when technicians
are needed to go into the field to fix
something,

However, a drawback to the
implementation of Al in our
energy sector is that operating Al
requires data centers to use mas-
sive amounts of power. According
to the International Energy Agency,
data centers globally used 1-1.3% of
global electricity demand in 2022.
According to one of our witnesses,
Loudoun County, Virginia, would
need the equivalent of three large
nuclear plants every year to power
new Al enabled data centers.

As Al use grows, so will its elec-
tricity demand. With electrical grids
already under pressure and stressed
for more capacity, and with the
Biden Administration determined
to eliminate the fossil fuels which
stabilize our electrical grid, we will
have to find a way to ensure that Al
doesn’t further strain our grid.

Another challenge is the risk of
Al-assisted cyber-attacks. An ever-
increasing issue in our world, it will
be paramount as we move forward

with Al development, that we find
meaningful ways to protect our ener-
gy sector against this threat.

Medical Devices Must Work

Ten to 15 million medical devices
are used by U.S. hospitals and doc-
tor’s offices daily to help diagnosis
and treat patients.

Unfortunately, some of these
medical devices are sold with man-
ufacturer-imposed restrictions on
repairs, meaning only the manu-
facturer itself can make a repair.
Articles that I have seen include
among those devices CT scanners,
EKG machines, MRI machines, and
ventilators.

Restrictions on who can repair a
medical device can come with poten-
tially deadly consequences. This is
especially true in rural areas, like
the 9th District of Virginia. In rural
areas, having a repair person nearby
is less likely. Being forced to use
only the manufacturer’s representa-
tive could mean longer wait times
for hospital and doctor’s office equip-
ment to be repaired.

If your doctor and/or health care
team don’t have access to working
equipment, they can not propetly
diagnose your condition or disease.
This can lead to catastrophic con-
sequences.

I cannot accept that people could
become more ill or risk death because
they are unable to receive help due to

repair restrictions. Medical devices
save lives. Manufacturers cannot in
good conscious stand in the way of
the mission to treat people.

That is why I am looking at
the concept of allowing independent
contractors to be able to repair the
equipment for hospitals and doctor’s
offices who request that service. We
are checking with our local hospitals
about their needs.

This issue reminds me of my
friend, Bill Bradley, who unfor-
tunately passed away in 2017. He
started Valley Biomedical Services,
to service medical devices in need
of repair. Bill started the company
working out of a van and grew it into
a success, working hard to provide a
variety of medical repair services in
the Roanoke area and beyond for
over 30 years.

Ending manufacturer restrictions
could benefit skilled technicians like
my friend Bill, while also, and more
importantly, providing better access
to health care in rural areas.

When facing life or death issues,
you should neither have to wait for
the repair team to fly in nor have the
patient travel to another hospital.

If you have questions, concerns, or
comments, call my Abingdon office
at 276-525-1405, my Christiansburg
office at 540-381-5671, or to reach
my office via email, visit www.mor-

gangriffith.house.gov.

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Homicide investigation

underway

The Martinsville-
Henry County 911
Communication Center
received a call at 7:28
a.m. on October 23 to
conduct a well-being
check at 84 Summit
View Drive, Apartment
1, Martinsville.
Deputies from the
Henry County Sheriff’s
Office responded to
the scene. Upon arriv-
al, they entered the
apartment, where they
located a deceased man
inside the residence.
The man was identi-
fied as Michael Jerome
Hairston, 46. He resid-
ed at this apartment.

Authorities  deter-
mined that Hairston
arrived home on October
21, at approximately 5:12
p.m. At approximately
7:08 p.m., two people
arrived and appeared to
go inside the apartment
at 84 Summit View
Drive. Several min-
utes later, both people
— which appear to be
a man and a woman --
are seen running from
the apartment. This was
recorded on a neighbor’s
doorbell camera.

On the night this
incident occurred, the
owner of the doorbell
camera called at 7:20

p.m. and reported that
two juveniles were out-
side messing with her
apartment and pos-
sibly tried to damage
her door. Two deputies
responded to the apart-
ment complex and spoke
to the neighbor through
her doorbell camera.
They checked the apart-
ment complex and then
left the complex after
not finding damage to
any doors.

Hairston’s body has
been transported to
the Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner in
Roanoke, Virginia,
where an autopsy will be
performed to determine
the cause and manner of
death.

This investigation is
ongoing, anyone hav-
ing information regard-
ing this incident is
asked to contact the
Henry County Sheriff’s
Office at 276-638-8751
or Crimestoppers at
63-CRIME (632-7463).
The  Crimestoppers
Program offers rewards
up to $2,500 for infor-
mation related to crime.
The nature of the crime
and the substance of the
information determine
the amount of reward

paid.

Wa rn e r from page 1

to enhance border enforcement, management, and
security. The situation at our border is complex, and
it will take continued leadership and funding to stem
the flow of illicit drugs like fentanyl, smuggling, and
transnational criminal organizations that operate
along our border,” the letter stated.

Also noted is the increase in overdose deaths, “par-
ticularly among young people. In total, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention estimated that
more than 112,000 people died from a drug overdose
between May 2022 and May 2023, with fentanyl and
other synthetic opioids causing the vast majority of

overdoses,” the letter stated.

Additionally, “a new analysis reported in September
2023, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Wisconsin, Arizona,
Nevada, and Virginia were among the 37 states in
which accidental drug overdoses were the largest
cause of death for people under 40-years-old in 2022.
In Montana, accidental overdoses of young people
under 40 increased by 121% from 2018 to 2022, the

letter stated.

It adds the increasing rates of overdose deaths “are
clearly being driven, in part, by fentanyl trafficking

across our border.”

From FY 2019 to FY 2022, CBP seizures of fentan-
yl nearly tripled. So far in FY 2023, CBP has already
seized over 25,000 pounds of fentanyl. In March, it
was reported that CBP seized more than 21 million
fentanyl tablets in the Nogales, AZ port of entry over
the previous five months—more than the number of
tablets seized during the entire previous year.

Highlighting the complex situation that CBP
must navigate when seizing fentanyl, officials have
indicated that individuals are smuggling pills inside
seat cushions, car batteries, metal walkers, and
even hollowed-out bicycle frames. CBP data also
has shown that drugs are overwhelmingly being
smuggled through U.S. ports of entry—particularly
in Arizona and California—and “we must do more
to ensure that our CBP Officers have the funding,
tools, and technology necessary to be able to stop
this surge of fentanyl into our country,” it added.

“Strengthening our southwest border is not only
vital to our national security but also our public
health,” Warner and the others wrote. “To achieve
this, we must prioritize additional funding for the
Department of Homeland Security for its critical
border security operations, including funding con-
struction and infrastructure improvements at our
ports of entry. We also urge you to invest funding
to hire additional CBP Officers, increase process-
ing and screening capacity at ports of entry along
the border, engage in a wide range of counter-
drug activities, and acquire additional non-intrusive
inspection technology to substantially increase the
number of passenger cars and cargo that are scanned

at the border.

“This border security technology will provide CBP
Officers with more tools to support their mission and
more frequently interdict fentanyl and other illicit
drugs. These types of technology and resources will
provide CBP with enhanced capabilities to detect
the transport of illicit drugs, contraband, invasive
species, and other dangers in inbound and outbound
cargo at ports of entry,” it added.

For years, we have voted to enact additional fund-
ing to address the complex challenges at our south-
west border by focusing on smart security measures
and enhanced technology. We continue to support
strong investments in border security measures that
will keep our Nation safer and increase the capac-
ity, personnel, and technology that are available to
enhance the security of our border,” the letter con-

cluded.
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Auditions set for “Hospitality Suite”

Auditions for “Hospitality
Suite,” an international-
ly renowned stage play will be
held at the Blackbox Theatre,
44 Franklin Street, UPTown
Martinsville, from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. on October 28.

The play is about three men
who work for an industrial-lubri-
cants firm promoting their wares
at a convention hospitality suite
in Wichita, Kansas.

Roles include PHIL, an aging
account manager who has recently
begun to question his life and
work;

LARRY, a quick-witted sales-
man with a no-holds-barred
tongue and absolute contempt for
dishonesty, and BOB, a devout
young hire from the company
research center, on hand to repre-
sent technical expertise.

Their sights are set on the head
of a large manufacturing firm
whose favor could save their ail-
ing company, and as the evening

unfolds, unspoken differences
between them become lines in the
sand and ultimately spark a final
battle that lays bare their hearts
and leaves no soul unscathed.

Reader’s theater is a style of
theater in which the actors pres-
ent dramatic readings of narra-
tive material without costumes,
props, scenery, or special light-
ing. Actors use only scripts and
vocal expression to help the
audience understand the story.
Reader’s theater is also known
as “theater of the mind,” “inter-
preters’ theater,” and “story the-
ater.”

Reader’s Theatre is a great way
to “test the waters” to see how
you like live theatre (little or no
acting experience required), but
experienced actors are always
welcome.

Performance
November 10 & 11.

For additional information,
email info@T WCP.net.

Dates are
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Corrections employee arrested
after contraband search

A Virginia
Department of
Corrections (VADOC)
employee has been
arrested after a search
of their personal vehicle
resulted in the seizure
of several contraband
items.

VADOC Intelligence
Staff received intelli-
gence that an employee
would be attempting to
bring contraband into
Sussex I State Prison on
Tuesday, October 17.

At approximately
6:45 p.m. on October
17, the employee arrived
at the facility and was
escorted to a separate
room for questioning.
During  questioning,
the employee confessed

to meeting an inmate’s
aunt in Roanoke to pick
up cell phones, which
are considered contra-
band in VADOC facili-
ties.

The employee con-
sented to a search of
their vehicle and staff
found contraband con-
cealed in an article of
clothing. In total, staff
found nine cell phones,
five packages of tobac-
co, a package of cell
phone charging adapt-
ers, two cell phone SIM
cards, one pair of ear-
buds, tobacco wrapping
papers and four addi-
tional charging cords.

The Sussex County
Sheriff’s Office was

notified of the inci-

dent and arrested the
employee.

“There is a zero tol-
erance policy towards
drugs and contraband

at our facilities,” said
VADOC Director
Chadwick Dotson.

“This applies to both
inmates and employ-
ees. Employees who are
found to have contra-
band and are attempting
to smuggle these items
into our facility will be
prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law.”

This is an active
investigation. No fur-
ther information will be
released until the inves-
tigation is complete.

‘Access and hesitancy: Why

By Hollyann Purvis
Capital News Service

The majority of Virginians are not
up-to-date with the latest COVID-19
vaccine due to vaccine fatigue, some-
thing that has medical experts con-

up to date with their COVID-19 vac-
cinations, according to the Virginia
Department of Health. This number
is a large decrease from the 74% of
individuals vaccinated with the primary
series of shots. The vaccine is updated,
like the flu shot, to handle new vari-

vaccine fatigue is increasing

eral, according to Gonzalo Bearman,
chief of infectious diseases at Virginia
Commonwealth University.

“I'm seeing that in the clinic, with
fewer people interested in discussing
vaccines at times, and whether it’s
COVID vaccines, flu vaccines, or even

are circulating, according to Bearman.
“This is a particularly alarming trend
because we have increasing COVID-19
activity in the community right now,”
Bearman said.
Vaccine fatigue can be attributed
to many factors, including a mistrust

cerned with a looming triple threat of ants.
respiratory viruses.

Less than 20% of Virginians are

Su pe rViSO rs from page 1

Vaccine fatigue occurs when the
public loses interest in vaccines in gen-

RSV vaccines,” Bearman said.
People whose vaccines have lapsed are
more susceptible to current strains that

of science and misinformation on the

See Vaccines, page 10

Martin noted that in September, County
Administrator Dale Wagoner presented “a study for
the county employees with a recommendation for a
raise, which they were given. That’s great, I love it
when anybody gets a raise, but at this point, I hadn’t
heard anybody address the school compensation for
the teachers.”

For that, she said the county took $100,000 from
federal loan assistance and travel contingency funds
and $397,000 from interest income from the jail
construction account.

“Which I would have thought that would have
went to pay down the taxpayer’s debt on the jail, but
if you want to give folks raises with that that’s great,
but include your teachers,” she said.

Martin said she didn’t know whether there is a
lack of communication between the two boards or if
it’s just something “nobody’s gonna fool with. Lord
knows, I hope that’s not the case.

“I have a lot of teachers asking me to come here
tonight and ask the question why hasn’t it been
addressed, and is it going to be addressed, is it going
to be presented by Mr. Wagoner, or do we need to
have the school administration come in and present
it. But somebody needs to tell the school system and
teachers one way or another,” Martin said.

She asked if the board was going to consider the
recommendations or if there would be no discussion
and the matter just goes away.

“I'm not ready to accept that we don’t have any
money because we found money for the county
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raises. I'm not knocking that, 'm happy the county
got raises, but they found $497,000 to do the initial
implementation for the county raises,” she said.

The study, Martin said, recommended a 5.3 per-
cent to six percent increase for teachers. Teachers
who had 30 or more years of teaching would get a
lictle more than that to make them comparable to
the surrounding areas.

She added there’s not been any discussion from the
board that she’s been aware of, at least not publicly.

Wagoner said he spoke with School Superintendent
Dr. Amy Blake-Lewis about the pay study.

“She conveyed to me that the school system has not
fairly vetted their study recommendations. Her pay
study impacts 432 employees,” he said.

County staff spent thousands of hours going
through the recommendations to make sure they were
accurate, the market data was compared to localities it
should be compared to, and the many factors that go
into a compensation study, Wagoner said.

“As you know there was quite a bit of transition in
the school system with the superintendent and assis-
tant superintendent,” he said. Blake-Lewis “simply
told me they had not had the resources and time to
adequately vet that compensation study and come
back with a recommendation.”

To his knowledge, Wagoner said the school board
has also not taken any action on the school’s compen-
sation money.

“I think it would be premature at this point to
action on a school-related matter before the school

Mbvte Town 2?6-,@33-404_0
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board ever takes action on it,” he said.

Henry County Assistant Superintendent of
Operations and Administrative Services Dr. Benjamin
Boone said the results of the study weren’t released
until the end of May, the beginning of June.

“At that time, our budget for this fiscal year was
already developed. We actually had to bring the bud-
get back to you all in early July with the skinny budget
that was passed,” he said.

The teachers and employees all received a 7 percent
raise at that time for this fiscal year at the time, Boone
said.

“As we look for our budget for next year, we are
using the salary study as a tool and resource as we
develop our budget for next year and look at compen-
sation for teachers and employees,” he said.

Noting the county’s school system, and having a
strong school system, is the backbone of the county’s
economic development, Martin said, “This should
be as high of a priority on your list of things to do as
getting cops in here. We have got to keep them at a
good pay scale.”

Martin believes there needs to be better communi-
cation and transparency between the school board and
the board of supervisors.

“I'm hoping that in the very near future, we’re going
to hear some discussion from this board concerning
the compensation study and what it recommended for
the Henry County School teachers because I'm very
disappointed that it hasn’t even been mentioned,” she

said.

LEGAL NOTICES

American Towers LLC is proposing a 15-ft x 10-ft ground distur-
bance to take place inside an existing tower compound associated
with the collocation of antennas at 177-ft AGL on an existing 194.7-ft
(199.5-ft overall with appurtenances) AGL monopole communica-
tions tower located at 535 Horsley Road, west of a portion of Vir-
ginia Avenue, south of the census-designated place of Oak Level, in
Henry County, VA; on the central portion of a 90-acre parcel of land
identified Property ID: 223920001 by the Henry County Assessor’s
Office. The tower structure is unlit, and the tower facility will in-
clude the proposed 15-ft x 10ft ground disturbance inside the existing
tower compound, along with a 30-ft buffer surrounding the existing
tower compound. American Towers LLC secks comments from all
interested persons on any potential significant impact the proposed
action could have on the quality of the human environment pursuant
to 47 C.F.R. Section 1.1307, including potential impacts to historic or
cultural resources that are listed or eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places.

Interested persons may comment or raise concerns about the pro-
posed action by submitting an e-mail to enviro.services@american-
tower.com. Paper comments can be sent to: American Towers LLC,
Attn: Environmental Compliance, 10 Presidential Way, Woburn, MA
01801. Requests or comments should be limited to environmental
and historic/cultural resource impact concerns and must be received
within 30-days of this notice. This invitation to comment is separate
from any local planning/zoning process that may apply to this project.

Submit your community
news and
photos to
dhall@theenterprise.net
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Historian Jarred Marlowe explains the importance of the Willow Del Commissary

P B

in Pittsylvania County during the Civil War.

house now is the home of the
Danville Museum of Fine Arts and
History.)

Danville was a crucial city for the
Confederacy because it provided
significant provisions of food for
the Confederate forces. That sup-
ply was dependent upon the rail
lines running from Danville; the
Richmond-Danville rail lines were
the only ones not cut by the Union
forces.

Danville “had half a million
bread rations and one million meat
rations ready to go on the rails
at any time,” Marlowe said. The
movement of provisions was aided
by secret commissaries throughout
the South, with Willow Del, run
by Capt. Isaac Watson of Climax,
being a main one.

Additionally, the Danville rail
lines were heavily defended by the
Home Guard led by Robert Enoch
Withers.

Because of that dependability of
the rail line, “When Davis wanted
to evacuate [Richmond], he had
no choice” other than Danville,
Marlowe said.

Due to significant losses at the
battles of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,
Vicksburg, Mississippi, and
Chickamauga, Georgia in 1863,
“the tide starts to turn” against the
South in the war, he said.

On April 2, 1865, in Richmond,
Davis got a message that
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee
was going to surrender Petersburg
and Davis must leave Richmond
immediately. As Richmond burned,
“Davis and the entire government
left town” and arrived in Danville
on the morning of April 3.

Davisdiscovered that Danville was
not well protected. Arrangements
were made to dispatch Confederate

cavalry from Greensboro, N.C.,
to Danville. However, by April 5,
those forces had been redirected to
Raleigh, N.C. — but Davis didn’t
know that, and he still thought help
was coming to Danville.

Meanwhile, the Union was
headed toward Danville from the
west, as part of what is known
as “Stoneman’s Raid.” Union Maj.
Gen. George Stoneman, who had
been in Morristown, Tenn., in
March and April sent and led Union
forces through Virginia to cut rail
lines, get Confederate supplies, and
do anything else to destroy the
South.

On April 8, a Union force of 800
was at Henry Courthouse. They
encountered a Confederate force of
420 in or near Martinsville. The
location of that battle is generally
thought to be Jones Creek (where
Kwik Lube and Roselawn Burial
Park are now), but it’s possible
it happened further east (where
Leatherwood Food Lion is now).

“The attack began at 7 a.m.
with the Union soldiers surprising
the Confederates in their camp,”
Marlowe said.

“Five Union soldiers were killed
in action to one Confederate sol-
dier. The Confederates retreated
to Cascade. That’s when” word
came that the Union was headed to
Danville next.

However, the war came to a de
facto end the next day, April 9, when
Lee surrendered at Appomattox.
(Word still had to spread, and other
units had to surrender; the official
declaration of the end of the war
was on Aug. 20, 1866.)

If the April 8 battle in
Martinsville hadn’t slowed down
the Union troops, or “if Stoneman
went a few miles east,” Marlowe

Jarred Marlowe talks

April8,1865

g

about the table around which Confederate President

Jefferson Davis and his cabinet met in 1865 in Danville.

said, they “would have captured the
Confederate treasury” and impor-
tant goods. “That would have been a
definitive end to the war before Lee
surrendered. Everything was waiting
for him ... there were records that
Danville was completely defenseless.
What if Davis had been captured
before Lee surrendered? What if
Danville was the new Appomattox?”

Marlowe is a graduate of the
Virginia Military Institute. He is the
president of the Col. George Waller
Chapter Sons of the American
Revolution and a consultant for the
Blue and Gray Education Society
and a former board member of
the Martinsville-Henry County
Historical Society.

Other upcoming programs on
local history include:

“The Maps of Thomas Jefferson”
by Zack Fleming: 3 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 12, at the Martinsville-Henry

Historian Jarred Marlowe talks with attendees after his program.
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County Heritage Center & Museum,
1 E. Main St., Martinsville.

“We Are Still Here” by Renae
“Spring Morning” Wagoner: 10:30
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 14, at the Bassett
Historical Center, 3964 Fairystone
Park Highway, Bassett. Wagoner, a
Spencer resident who is of Shawnee
descent, will share Native American
culture and views.

“Founders’ Day” by the
Martinsville-Henry County
Historical Society: 3 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 21., at the MHC Heritage
Center & Museum. The program is
about figures in history who helped
shape the local area.

Holly Kozelsky is the executive
director of the Martinsville-Henry
County Heritage Center & Museum
at 1 E. Main St., Martinsville. The
museum is open from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. on weekdays; its website is
mhchistoricalsociety.org.
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

Al real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968, which
makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based on race, color, sex
or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limitation or discrimination. Our
readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper are available on an equal opportunity

basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate or employment

which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

Woodwry, Inc.

Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine
woodworking, design, tile,
closet & garage organiz-
ers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm
Beach County- Refer-
ences. Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-
Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Thomas Land Solutions
LLC

Forestry mulching, over-
grown property cleanup,
bush-hogging, pasture &
field reclamation, ATV &
walking trails, hunting lanes,
skid-steer, tractor and mini-
excavator work. Free esti-
mates. Call 276-229-9410
or Facebook Thomas Land
Solutions LLC

Custom spreading of agri-
cultural lime available. Also
have hay for sale in 4x4 &
4x5 net-wrapped rolls. Call
for information and pricing
276-694-7443 or 276-692-
5475.

( ADVERTISE )

YARD SALES HELP WANTED
BIG ALTRUSA YARD routes. Driving married
SALE couples or current teams
“Inside” are encouraged to apply.

Saturday November 4, 2023
7:00 am — 1:00 pm

515 Mulberry Rd.
Martinsville, VA 24112

FOR SALE

TWO (2) BURIAL PLOTS
IN PATRICK MEMORIAL

GARDEN. LOCATION:
LEFT CENTER MAIN
SECTION. INCLUDES

TWO $1300 VAULTS,
CURRENT MEMORIAL
GARDENS SALE
PRICE, $4400 - MY
PRICE NEGOTIABLE.
MSG / CALL - 276-693-
0229

HELP WANTED

Team Driver: Full and Part-
time

Long Haul Truck Driver Class A
Blue Ridge Aquaculture’s
distribution company,
Rolling River Long Haul,
is looking for dependable
driver teams or drivers to
be matched with another
driver for dedicated NE

We have both full & part-
time opportunities. Home
every other night. CDL
(Class A) and 2 years
of experience required.
Must be at least 21 years
of age with a good driv-
ing record. Must be phys-
ically able to climb on
tanker to facilitate secur-
ing and unloading of prod-
uct. Must have a valid US
Passport or able to obtain
one within 90 days.
Excellent benefits pack-
age including medical,
dental, vision, life, short
term disability, long term
disability, and 401K. Med-
ical and vision insurance
for the employee is pro-
vided at no cost.
Apply online at www.blu-
eridgeaquaculture.com
or call 276-632-9440 to
apply in person at 555
Industrial Park Drive,
Ridgeway, VA 24148 dur-
ing office hours (Monday
through Friday 8:00 am to
5:00 pm).

Pay: $80,000.00 -
$105,000.00 per vyear
based on number of trips.

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS
EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
¢ State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yowr business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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Flexible pricing
Highly Customizable Packages
that include orint, digital or both
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*  Seasonal Specials

¢ Ateam of Advertising Specialists who will work with you to customize a package,
STRETCH your advertising dollars, and accomplish your advertising goals
e Atalented team of designers who will work to help you reach your base.

Join our family and put our talented team to work for you today.
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Researchers analyze COVID-19’s impact on
motorist behavior after rise in traffic fatalities

The COVID-19 pandemic had
a devastating impact on roadway
safety nationwide.

Data scientists presented
theoretical reasons for this at
September’s DRIVE SMART
Virginia Distracted Driving
Summit, held in Blacksburg and
partially sponsored by Virginia
Farm Bureau.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration reported
the largest six-month increase
ever recorded, when over 20,000
people died in motor vehicle
crashes in the first half of 2021,
up a staggering 18.4% over 2020.

Though lockdowns reduced
traffic density, social capital dete-
riorated, and a dominant demo-
graphic of bored motorists used
open roads for riskier driving.

Bryan E. Porter, associate dean
and professor of psychology at
the Old Dominion University
Graduate School, shared a big-
picture overview on how COVID-
19 impacted U.S. motorists.

He said economic recessions
historically have resulted in lower
traffic fatalities, until COVID-
19.

“When the U.S. loses money,

they actually save lives on the
road,” he said. “It’s a correlation
we've seen time and time again.
Now look at 2020 when COVID
occurred. This is the first time
during a recession where road-
way deaths did not drop but
increased.”

In Virginia, 973 people died in
traffic-related accidents in 2021,
a 14.5% increase over 2020.

Though U.S. fatality rates
stabilized in 2022, Porter said,
“We’re nowhere near recovery,
but may be hitting the thresh-
old.”

In global comparisons, he
noted that Sweden’s roads were
safer through the pandemic.

“They were a natural experi-
ment,” Porter said. “But what did
they do differently? They did not
shut down and remained fully
open. We can talk about their
COVID rates—that’s fair—but
they had improvements in traffic
deaths.”

Data scientist Nicholas Ward
discussed psychological theories
and influences that may explain
COVID-19’s behavioral impacts,
like seatbelt negligence and
speeding.

AAA data shows the tradition-
al driving population changed
during the pandemic, as “older,
safer people” stayed home, and
younger, typically male drivers
took to roads for essential work.

Changes in social capital—
how strongly we feel connected
to each other and the commu-
nity—also contributed to fatali-
ties.

“Data shows communities
with stronger social capital have
a better ctraffic safety record
because you feel connected to
people sharing the road with
you,” he said. “There is evidence
to show that during COVID,

attachment to social groups
changed to focusing on immedi-
ate family.”

Lockdown boredom  was
another psychological factor,
Ward said.

“People try to regain excite-
ment in their life when they
are bored,” he explained, adding
that those directly impacted by
the illness exhibited intensified
boredom. “To offset that, they
saw more benefits to taking risks,
and did it when they could on
the road!”

Have a boo-tiful Halloween with fire safety in mind

As Halloween creeps
closer, the National Fire
Protection Association®
(NFPA®) is reminding
the public that fire safety
hazards often lurk among
spooky decorations and
festivities. With these
potential risks in mind,
the association encourag-
es everyone to take simple
precautions that can help
ensure a festive, fun, safe
holiday.

“From decorating with
jack-o-lanterns and other
seasonal items to costume
parties and trick-or-treat-
ing, many hallmarks of
Halloween can present
potential fire hazards,”
said Lorraine Carli, vice
president of Outreach
and Advocacy at NFPA.
“Fortunately, the wvast
majority of these risks
can be prevented with a
lictle added awareness and
caution.”

According to NFPA
data, candles accounted
for an annual average of
7,400 home fires, result-

ing in 90 deaths, 670
injuries and $291 mil-
lion in direct property
damage between 2015
and 2019. In addition,
an annual average of
790 home structure fires
began with decorations,
causing one civilian fire
death, 26 civilian fire
injuries, and $13 million
in direct property dam-
age; more than two of
every five (44 percent) of
these fires occurred when
decorations were placed
too close to a heat source,
such as a candle or hot
equipment.

NEFPA offers these tips
and guidelines for enjoy-
ing a boo-tiful and fire-
safe Halloween:

Decorations: Many
common decorations like
cornstalks, crepe paper,
and dried flowers are very
flammable. Keep these
and similar decorations
far away from any open
flames or heat sources,
like candles, heaters, and

light bulbs.

Candles: Using can-
dles as decoration can
be risky if not done cor-
rectly. Keep them in a
well- attended area out
of the path of poten-
tial  trick-or-treaters.
Remind children of the
dangers of open flames,
and make sure they are
always supervised when
candles are lit. Always
extinguish candles
before leaving an area.

Jack-o-lanterns:
Glow sticks or electric
candles are the safest
choice when it comes to
lighting up your jack-
o-lantern, but if you
choose to use a real can-
dle, do so with extreme
caution. Light a candle
inside a jack-o-lantern
using long fireplace
matches or a utility
lighter and keep it away
from other decorations.

Costumes: Avoid fab-
ric that billows or trails
behind you, as these
can easily ignite. If you
are making your own

costume, avoid loosely
woven fabrics like linen
and cotton, which can
be very flammable.

Visibility: Give chil-
dren flashlights or glow-
sticks for lighting, these
can even be incorporat-
ed into the costume. If
your child has a mask,
ensure the eye holes are
large enough for them to
see clearly.

Smoke Alarms: This
is a great time to make
sure your smoke alarms
are in working order.

Exits: Exits are NOT
an appropriate place
for decorations. When
decorating, ensure that
nothing is blocking
escape routes, including
doors and windows.

Visit the NFPA
Halloween safety page
for more resources of
how to stay safe. For
Halloween fire

more
safety for kids and
families, visit www.

sparkyschoolhouse.org
and www.sparky.org.

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Danville among

localities to receive

federal grant

The Virginia Additive
Manufacturing  and
Applied Materials
Strategy Development
Consortium of the
New River Valley and
Danville was awarded a
Strategic Development
Grant, which will go
towards advancing a
regional strategy based
in the New River Valley
to develop and deploy
additive manufactur-
ing system technologies
for heavy industry to
re-shore manufactur-
ing and to strengthen
domestic supply chain
resilience.

U.S. Sens. Mark R.
Warner, D-Alexandria,
and Tim Kaine,
D-Richmond, recently
announced that the U.S.
Economic Development
Administration (EDA)
selected two projects
in Virginia as part of
the first phase of EDA’s
Regional Tech Hubs
Program.

The other project to
receive an award is the
Advanced Pharmaceutical
Manufacturing ~ Tech
Hub in the Richmond/

Petersburg region.

The Tech Hubs
Program, made pos-
sible by the CHIPS and
Science Act, bipartisan
legislation strongly sup-
ported by both senators,
aims to strengthen U.S.
economic and national
security by investing in
regions across the coun-
try that have the assets,
resources, and poten-
tial to become globally
competitive  innova-
tion centers focused
on the technologies
and industries of the
future.  Specifically,
this U.S. Department
of Commerce pro-
gram brings together
diverse public, private,
and academic partners
into collaborative con-
sortia focused on driv-
ing inclusive regional
growth. With their exist-
ing innovation assets as
a foundation, these Tech
Hubs are envisioned to
build the workforce of
the future, enable busi-
nesses to start and scale,
and deploy and deliver
critical and emerging
technologies.

Make Your
Home Cyber Safe

When we think about cybersecurity we may
think about computers and smart phones. But
the reality is everything from our TVs to ther-
mostats to appliances are potentially vulnerable
to hackers. In this new normal, online safety is
a must so remember - smart devices need smart

security.

When setting up a new web-enabled device,
be sure to review the privacy and security set-
tings to minimize who you are sharing your
data with. If your new device is Wi-Fi and
Bluetooth enabled, but they don’t need to be,
turn off those settings. Finally, make sure you
change the password on your internet router
when you first set it up, and regularly thereaf-
ter, using a strong and unique password ecach

time.

The AARP Fraud Watch Network is a free
resource for all. Learn how to proactively spot
scams or get guidance if you've been targeted.
Visit www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork or call

our dedicated helpline to speak to a fraud spe-
cialist at 1-877-908-3360

Expiration of covid-era funding creates rocky future for Virginia child care

Some Virginia child care facilities face an
uncertain future with the September expiration
of pandemic-era relief funding. Additionally, a
recent report found facilities are understaffed
and child care is unaffordable for many Virginia
families, especially those with young children.

An estimated 88,265 kids in Virginia will
lose their child care, according to The Century
Foundation, a progressive think tank. An esti-
mated 1,383 programs could close and 2,861
child care workers will lose their jobs.

Places like L & E Bright Future Child Day
Center in Virginia Beach are in financial limbo.

Owner Elizabeth Oppong received past gov-
ernment funding, and said she’s still scruggling
to keep the doors open. Her situation will be
worse without federal funding, she said.

Oppong can’t afford to hire more teachers,
she said. That also means she cannot enroll new
students, because there are state protocols for
teacher to student ratios in day cares. She loses
money every day, but there is a demand for her
services.

“I get parents calling me every day,” she said.
“I do have spots, but I don’t have a teacher yet.”

Oppong, a single mother, opened her day care
to help low income families access affordable
child care, something she didn’t have.

“Half your paycheck is going to day care,”
Oppong said. “When we opened the day care we
decided to open a day care that’s affordable.”

Most of her clients use social services fund-
ing. Her rate can’t increase unless the social ser-
vices rate increases, she said. Oppong can’t offset
costs, which have seen “a big jump.”

“My rent increases 3% every year,” she said.
“The bills continue to increase; I have gone from
$9 an hour to $14 an hour to my staff.”

Child care centers were stabilized during
the pandemic with $24 billion from the 2021

American Rescue Plan. Day cares used funds to
keep doors open despite lower enrollment rates
and the increased cost of operations. There was
an additional $15 billion injected to the Child
Care and Development Fund.

It is estimated the program helped 220,000
child care providers nationwide, saved approxi-
mately 9.6 million child care slots and more than
1 million child care jobs.

Almost 5,000 child care programs in 96% of
Virginia counties received a portion of funding,
which impacted up to 317,500 children. Almost
3,000 centers used funds to pay for personnel
costs and staffing, according to the Virginia ARD
Child Care Stabilization Fact Sheet.

More than 2,100 child facilities operated out
of homes used stabilization payments to make
rent and mortgage payments, typically their larg-
est expense.

Maria-Isabel Ballivian is the executive direc-
tor of the Annandale Christian Community for
Action Child Development Center. The center
has the capacity to serve 290 children, but has
only 187 enrolled. This is mainly due to staff
retention. The center has lost potential staff to
the school system because it can’t compete with
the wages schools provide, Ballivian said.

This directly impacts the quality of care the
center is able to provide, she said. An increased
number of enrolled children now have develop-
mental delays, particularly speech delays, as a
direct result of the pandemic and isolation dur-
ing critical development, Ballivian said.

“Now early childhood programs like ACCA
that are high quality, that provide an inclusive
environment for children with special needs, are
being forced to do a lot more with a lot less,” she
said.

Congress called on Biden in August to invest
$16 billion to keep the Child Care Stabilization

Fund program going. The end of the program
will only worsen the crisis, the letter stated.

Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., who signed the letter, is
cosponsor on a bill to extend the fund. Versions of
the Child Care Stabilization Act have been intro-
duced in the House and Senate.

Kaine held a video call with the press in late
September to discuss short-term solutions to the
national budget.

“I am hopeful that in that deal we will include
the same kind of robust increases for child care
funding that we were able to get in last year’s bud-
get,” Kaine said.

Federal lawmakers have until Nov. 17 to pass a
budget.

A Joint Legislative Auditand Review Commission
report on Oct. 16 found child care is unafford-
able for many Virginia families, especially those
with young children. Child care costs throughout
Virginia surpass 10% of the median income. The
federal government defines affordable child care
costs at 7% or less of household income.

The demand for child care in Virginia beats out
the availability, with at least 140,000 more slots
needed to fill the gap, according to the report.

The JLARC report focused on the state’s TANF,
SNAP and Child Care Subsidy Programs. JLARC
estimated 25,000 less children will have access to
subsidized care when state program funding expires
next year.

Virginia needs to keep expanded child care fund-
ing in place, the commission recommended. It out-
lined several other legislative and executive actions
that could improve access to child care.

Capital News Service is a program of Virginia
Commonwealth University’s Robertson School of
Media and Culture. Students in the program provide
state government coverage for a variety of media out-
lets in Virginia.

Submit your community news and photos to dhall@theenterprise.net
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Carlisle School’s Zip Zap Zop Theatre Company creates a human tunnel for
children at a Preschool in the Galleries performance.

Wide range of programs and

classes for young children offered

Piedmont Arts unveiled
its schedule of events for
2023-24, with classes and
programming for young
students again among the
listings.

Preschool  in  the
Galleries is a series of pro-
grams for pre-K students
designed to foster a love of
the performing and visual
arts at a young age. A 9:30
a.m. show and a 10:30 a.m.
show will take place on
each date.

Martinsville High
School’s Jazz Band will per-
form on Thursday, Nov. 16.

Storytelling Santa
and the Campbell Court
Choir will perform on
Wednesday, Dec. 13.

Carlisle  School’s Zip

I

Zap Zop Theatre Co. will
perform on  Wednesday,
Feb. 7.

Martinsville High
School’s Jazz Band will
perform on  Wednesday,
March 13.

Carlisle School’s Zip
Zap Zop Theatre Co.
will perform on Tuesday,
April 23.

Performances are free
of charge to students and
schools and feature per-
formers from various arts
organizations and schools
in  Martinsville  and
Henry County. Contact
Christiana ~ Jarrett  at
CJarrett@PiedmontArts.
org to reserve a spot for
your child or class.

In addition to this pro-

o |

gramming, Wee Create!
is back at Piedmont Arts
for 2023-2024. Taught by
Sarah Short, this class is
designed for young chil-
dren to create a seasonally-
themed craft with supervi-
sion from a trusted adult.

Wednesday, Nov. 15
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the
Piedmont Arts classroom.

Wednesday, Dec. 6
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. in
the Piedmont Arts class-
room.

More dates will be
announced throughout the
year. These classes are free
for members and $10 for
non-members. Participants
can reserve spots online at
PiedmontArts.org or by
calling the museum.

A child paints during a Wee Create! craft.
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Special Education Work Group
to Develop 2024 Roadmap

The Department of Education
announced the creation of a Special

Education Work Group comprised of

parents, educators, and support organiza-

tions to assist the Department in devel-
oping the 2024 Roadmap for Special
Education. This roadmap is expected to
include an increased focus on inclusion,

high-quality instruction for all students,

strong systems of parents and family
engagement, prioritized monitoring and
support, as well as an emphasis on post-
secondary pathways for all learners.

The Department is also enhancing its
monitoring efforts and creating a priori-
tized special education monitoring team
reporting directly to the Superintendent.
This team will monitor school divisions
and provide intensive support to those
school divisions having difficulty deliver-
ing effective special education program-
ming.

Both moves come out of comprehen-
sive, external evaluations of Virginia’s spe-
cial education programs commissioned by
Superintendent Coons and performed by
two leading national experts, Dr. Robert
Pasternack and Nathan Levenson.

“Since I arrived, we have worked to
improve our special education program-
ming. I am extremely appreciative of
the program evaluation teams and their
thoughtful recommendations that will
inform the improvement of our special

VaCCi nes from page 1

education services,” said Dr. Coons. “The
new work group will consider these rec-
ommendations to help inform solutions
that will improve services the Department
provides to students, families and schools
across the state.”

“The Department of Education takes
seriously its responsibility to make sure
that students and families are receiving
the appropriate services they need. The
department also has a duty to make
sure that school divisions are support-
ed with the guidance and professional
development they need to have effec-
tive special educational programs,” said
Grace Creasey, President of the State
Board of Education. “The changes
being implemented today will ensure
that the department is effectively moni-
toring school divisions to ensure they
are providing high quality instruction
and access to high quality educators,
as well as supporting those divisions
who continue to struggle meeting those
obligations.”

Based on feedback from the program
evaluators and to ensure that Virginia’s
“Right Help, Right Now” behavioral
health supports for our schools are a
focus, the Department is also launching a
new Office of Behavioral Health, focused
on mental and physical health of all stu-
dents and reporting directly to the Office
of the Superintendent.

internet, according to Bearman.

“Maybe there’s less fear of con-
tagion or adverse consequences for
COVID-19,” Bearman said. There’s
been messaging and re-messaging,
which can lead to some fatigue.”

The virus has also entered its com-
mercialization phase, meaning it is no
longer 100% controlled by the U.S.
government, according to Christy
Gray, director of the VDH Division
of Immunization.

The COVID-19 vaccine has
entered into the “traditional health
care marketplace,” according to the
U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services. There are now more
ways to distribute, acquire and pay
for the vaccine, including private and
public pay.

“You have a lot more moving pieces
when the U.S. government isn’t con-
trolling the entire process,” Gray said.
“Now you have a lot more different
points of failure that can happen.”

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention established the Bridge
Access Program to provide COVID-
19 vaccinations to uninsured or under-
insured adults at no cost, according to
their website. The CDC estimated this
number to be 25 to 30 million adults.

Other factors that could help drive
the decreased vaccination rate are the
increased availability of COVID-19
testing and treatments, along with an
increase in the number of people who
have had the virus, according to Gray.

Over 90% of adults received at least
one monovalent COVID-19 vaccine in
the first year after its rollout, according
to Gray. However, that was followed by
a decreased number of people who got
the bivalent vaccine in 2022.

Groups who are most vulnerable to
severe illnesses of COVID are still get-
ting their vaccines, Gray said.

“Fatigue makes sense because
society wants to go back to normal
everyday life before the pandemic,”
Gray said. “And we can — this is

just another vaccine that we want to
consider in our going into respiratory
season.”

Respiratory viruses spread more
in the fall and winter due to colder
weather, more time spent indoors and
increased socialization, Gray said.

Decreased vaccination rates can
also be attributed to a lack of acces-
sibility, according to Bel Kelly-Russo,
a program associate at ImmunizeVA,
a project of the Institute for Public
Health and Innovation.

It boils down to access: securing an
appointment and affording the shot,
Kelly-Russo said.

“I would say that there’s fatigue,
kind of, on the system itself,” Kelly-
Russo said, including confusion
around vaccine billing and distribu-
tion.

For example, pediatric offices face
high costs to store vaccines for those
under the age of 5 years old, which
have lower COVID-19 vaccination
rates, according to Kelly-Russo.

“If the vaccines are not used, they
go to waste, and then that creates the
impression that there isn’t a demand
for those vaccines,” Kelly-Russo said.
“When in reality, there is a demand,
but it’s just hard for parents to locate
the vaccines because not everyone’s
stocking it.”

There is also just personal hesitancy
at play, according to Kelly-Russo. She
tries to understand the root cause and
concerns.

“I try to come from a place of
understanding,” Kelly-Russo said. “A
lot of times those fears feel very real
to people, and so just validating the
way that people are feeling in the
moment.”

Capital News Service is a program
of Virginia Commonwealth University’s
Robertson School of Media and Culture.
Students in the program provide state
government coverage for a variety of
media outlets in Virginia.
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