
Large-scale ground search 
suspended, as effort to find 

missing Fieldale man continues
The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-

fice suspended the ground search in 
the effort to locate Kenneth Wayne 
Turner, 79, of Fieldale.

Turner was last seen by family 
members at his home, 76 Massie 
Dr., on Friday, April 12. 

He was reported missing on Sat-
urday, April 13.

The Sheriff’s Office, along with 
the Henry County Department of 
Public Safety, Virginia State Police 
and Virginia D.W.R. Conservation 
Police conducted a four-day ground 
search for Turner in the Fieldale 
area. Henry County Sheriff Wayne 
Davis said at the conclusion of the 
search on Tuesday, April 16, the 
Sheriff’s Office consulted with the 
Virginia Department of Emergen-
cy Management, Commonwealth 
Search and Rescue, and other 
search and rescue experts.

“Looking at the graphs and charts 
of the areas we’ve searched, we be-
lieve we had searched nearly every 
area of probability that he may have 
been, and that reached out to over a 
mile from his home,” Davis said.

At this point, Davis said the 
large-scale ground search has been 
suspended.

“However, deputies from the 
Henry County Sheriff’s Office will 
continue to search more specific ar-

eas, and we’ll focus our efforts on in-
vestigating the tips and leads that 
have come in from the community,” 
Davis said.

Anyone who may have seen Turn-
er or has information about his 
whereabouts is asked to call 9-1-1 
or the Martinsville-Henry County 
Communications Center at (276) 
638-8751.

Phillips ends first session with three bills passed
By Taylor Boyd
Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martins-

ville, finished his first session 
with the Virginia General As-
sembly on Saturday, March 9, 
after winning a special election 
for the 48th District House seat 
in January when Del. Les Ad-
ams, of Chatham, stepped down.

Phillips said his first session 
“overall, was pretty much what 
I expected. I mean, being in the 
minority wasn’t a lot of fun of 
course, but” the session met his 
expectations.

“I expected there to be some 
heated floor debates, I expected 
there to be some big issues that 
were discussed that may or may 
not pass and some of them that 
would pass that the governor 
would ultimately veto,” he said. 

Phillips said that while he 
didn’t have a lot of time to pre-
pare for this session, his Re-

publican col-
leagues were 
helpful.

Phillips was 
elected on a 
Tuesday night 
and had to be 
in Richmond 
W e d n e s d a y 
morning for 
the start of the 
session.

“So, we had 
a deadline to 
enter our bills 
and budget 
amendments. 
It was certain-
ly a blur the 
first few days 
because we 
were trying to get our legisla-
tion” filed, he said.

Many other delegates had 
been crafting their proposals 

since Novem-
ber, while Phil-
lips only had 
two days. 

Still, during 
his first ses-
sion, three of 
his four bills 
passed through 
the House and 
the Senate, 
and two of his 
three budget 
a m e n d m e n t s 
were included 
in the budget.

“All of my se-
nior colleagues 
tell me that’s 
really good for 
anybody, but 

particularly for a freshman. 
You know, excited to do a few 
good things,” he said.

His first bill to pass 

was HB1451, which focuses 
on the Standards of Learning 
(SOL) eligibility for expedited 
retakes.

“ T h e 
bill basi-
cally, all 
the pub-
l ic -school 
kids have 
to take the 
Standards 
of Learn-
ing test. 
What this 
does is it 
r e q u i r e s 
the Board 
of Educa-
tion to al-
low any 
s t u d e n t 
g r a d e s 
3-12 who 
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Budget hearing focuses on local schools
By Jessica Dillon
The Henry County Board of 

Supervisors held a public hear-
ing on the proposed fiscal 2024-
25 county budget, with the first 
half nearly exclusively focused 
on the school division’s pro-
posed budget. The second half of 
the hearing covered the overall 
budget. 

Several community mem-
bers signed up to speak, as one 
speaker after another supported 
the school division’s proposed 
budget of $109,370,899 mil-
lion, which includes a request 
of $23,987,617 million in local 
funds.

The current proposed county 
budget has $21.6 million ear-
marked for the school division. 

During the hearing, several 
residents said that granting the 

school board’s proposed budget 
is important. 

Noting the importance of pay-
ing teachers well, Duane Whit-
taker, Magna Vista High School 
principal, said, “We had va-
cancies throughout the year at 
Magna Vista High School. Our 
most recent one was a math po-
sition, and I feel that the sala-
ries that aren’t on the proposed 
teacher salary scale have some-
thing to do with the number of 
applicants I received for that.” 

“I’m here to ask you to support 
the school budget that has been 
submitted because it’s fair,” 
said Mary Martin. “I can’t find 
any reason we can’t do it.” 

Jennifer Powell and Michael 
Palmer also voiced support for 
funding the school’s full budget. 

Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis 
discussed the current arrangement for 
providing School Resource Officers at 
Carlisle School.

Duane Whittaker encourages the Henry 
County Board of Supervisors to fully fund 
the school division’s budget request.

Kenneth “Kenny” Wayne Turner, 79, of 
Fieldale, was last seen wearing navy blue 
sweatpants on Friday, April 12. Turner 
weighs 240 pounds and is 6-feet, 4-inches 
tall. He is believed to be on foot.

Parker remains pessimistic as 
pressure to remove video increases 

By Taylor Boyd
Pressure to remove the video 

depicting the tragic murders of 
WDBJ employees Alison Parker 
and Adam Ward is increasing, 
with Sen. Tim Kaine sending 
a letter to the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC). 

Kaine, D-Richmond, called for 
an investigation into Facebook 
and Meta’s failure to remove 
content depicting the event.

Parker and Ward were mur-
dered on August 26, 2015, by a 
former WDBJ employee during 
a live broadcast at Smith Moun-
tain Lake.

Kaine said Andy Parker, Ali-
son’s father, has asked Google 
and Meta repeatedly, since 
March 2020 and October 2021, 
respectively, to take the content 
down. However, the videos re-
main accessible.

In the letter, Kaine urged the 
FTC to promptly respond to 
Parker’s complaints and to work 
closely with him to address his 
concerns.

“I also encouraged the FTC 
to explore all possible avenues 
to ensure that companies like 
Google and Meta provide con-
sumers with an experience free 
from violent and harmful con-
tent as claimed by their Terms 
of Service,” Kaine said, and 
noted that Parker “continues to 

suffer because companies like 
Google and Meta are still host-
ing content depicting this tragic 
incident on their platforms. 

“I am concerned by the ap-
proach taken by these plat-
forms, which shifts the burden 
of finding and removing content 
in violation of the platform’s 
Terms of Services onto murder 
victim’s families,” Kaine said.

Parker remains pessimistic, 
although he believes the more 
pressure put on these social me-
dia platforms, the better. 

Noting that Kaine’s letter 
marked the second letter from a 
Virginia senator calling on the 
FTC to address the video’s re-
moval, Parker recalled the lack-
luster response to Warner’s at-
tempt in October.

“Four months later, they final-
ly got back to the senator’s of-
fice with some vague essential-
ly, ‘well we’re studying it.’ You 
know, like really? It’s almost 
four and a half years later, and 
you’re still studying it? So, they 
basically gave a non-answer,” 
he said.

Parker said he believes the 
FTC will probably ghost Kaine 
as well. He said it’s good to have 
allies and keep the pressure up, 
but he’s not sure about the FTC.

“I don’t know who they answer 

Del. Eric Phillips discussed his 
freshman session as a legislator. (Photo 
by Ray Reynolds)

 (See Parker p. 11)

 (See Budget p. 11)
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Williams offers review of 
General Assembly session

By Taylor Boyd
Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, 

spoke about his experiences in the 
2024 General Assembly session at 
a recent meeting in Stuart.

With more than 30 new mem-
bers of the House of Delegates, 
Williams said he was promoted in 
rank.

“We only had six or seven, but 
we lost a lot of people that were 
above. So, I went from 85 to 54. 
Then divide that basically in two, 
and now I’m sitting in the high 
20s,” he said.

With this, Williams said he was 
able to get a better position on the 
Transportation Committee, which 
will help with roads and air trav-
el.

“There’s a lot of stuff happening 
in” the aviation “field with Boeing 
coming to Virginia and also Dull-
es and Reagan (airports). There’s 
a lot going on in transportation,” 
he said.

Williams was also put on the 
Commerce and Labor Committee, 
specifically the Energy Commit-
tee, where Williams said he poked 
holes in bills sponsored by legisla-
tors on the other side.

“One of the things was $15 an 
hour for farm labor, and so you 
can’t imagine what $15 an hour 
would do to our food prices. I ex-
plained that, and they still don’t 
care. Truly, they don’t care,” he 
said.

Williams said there was once 
a conversation about Jiff Peanut 
Butter and the price increase.

“The Democrats came in and 
said, ‘well, you can buy Food Lion 
peanut butter and it’s cheaper.’ 
As if they were going to say the 
generic is cheaper. So, I told them, 
‘we used to have a Food Lion, and 
now we don’t. We have a food des-
sert,’” he said.

Williams said he worked on 
public safety issues as a member 
of the Criminal sub-committee, 
and added that he’s the only law-
yer to ever practice criminal law 
that sits on the criminal sub-com-
mittee, “which is insane, but it is 
what it is. So, I was very regular-
ly showing them the error in their 
ways,” he said.

Williams said one bill he re-
members is when some sub-com-
mittee members wanted to make 
trace evidence of drug use any-
thing under an ounce.

“That’s not trace, that’s felony 
distribution. I pointed that out, I 
said, ‘look you’re telling me under 
an ounce you can do cocaine, her-
oin, and fentanyl.’ And they were 
just like, ‘well, yeah,’” he said.

Williams said the Northern 
Virginia (NOVA) Democrats also 
had a lot of control this year, and 
believed they were vengeful in 
intentionally trying to kill every 
single Republican’s bills.

“They said no wins for Republi-
cans,” he said.

One bill he brought up and was 
happy with involved Appalachian 
Power. In this bill, instead of an 

increase on December 1, it would 
change the date to March 1, which 
meant it would avoid Christmas, 
winter, “and a number of things,” 
he said.

That bill did not pass, Williams 
said, and added that one Demo-
crat from Herndon, “which is 
about as far north as you can get 
from here, has not a single Appa-
lachian Power rate payer in the 
district. She killed it along with 
like four or five other Democrats.”

Williams said he approached 
them to ask what he should tell 
his constituents when he re-
turned home after session, and 
“she said, ‘well, you know, maybe 
next year,’” he said.

One bill that did pass was 
brought to him by Clint Weidhaas, 
the chief of Patrick Springs Volun-
teer Fire Department. Williams 
said Weidhaas notified him that 
volunteer fire departments could 
not bill insurance companies for 
the Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) they provided.

“Which is striking. I didn’t even 
realize” it, he said, and added that 
he believes the bill will be signed 
by the governor soon.

In total, seven of Williams’ 22 
proposed bills passed the Senate 
and the House of Delegates. He 
also proposed eight commending 
resolutions including those com-
mending the Patrick County High 
School Baseball Team, Howell’s 
Grocery Store and Restaurant, 
commending the Galax High 
School football team, and others.

Solar farms and solar energy 
have been a battle at the state 
level, Williams said.

“Some of the bills they brought 
this year, for instance, take all 
the local authority over approval 
of these and send it back to Rich-
mond, which is crazy. There’s 
been some controversy about how 
much solar could be brought into 
a county, there were some bills 
about that,” he said.

However, Williams said many 
so-called solar bills died.

“There were just too far, a lot of 
them very expensive, just sort of 
ramming it down your throat leg-
islation. That’s where it ended up, 
still at the local level,” he said.

Specialty Packaging Manufacturer 
to Expand Operation in Virginia

EPL America, LLC, a global specialty pack-
aging manufacturer, is investing $37.4 mil-
lion to expand its manufacturing facility in 
the City of Danville. The company intends 
to invest in building upgrades at its current 
200,000-square-foot facility and add new ma-
chinery that will allow it to grow into the beau-
ty and cosmetic markets and serve customers 
interested in replacing existing plastic prod-
ucts with laminate tubes. The project will cre-
ate 24 new jobs. 

“EPL America’s decision to expand its opera-
tions in the City of Danville shows that Virginia 
is a steadfast business partner for global com-
panies and has a fertile ecosystem for advanced 
materials manufacturing,” said Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin. “Virginia and EPL have worked to-
gether for more than 20 years, and I am proud 
that their leadership decided to reinvest in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia’s comprehensive 
talent pool and growing manufacturing sector 
through this expansion.”

“We are proud to have EPL expand in Vir-
ginia and the City of Danville,” said Secretary 
of Commerce and Trade Caren Merrick. “The 
Commonwealth offers the location, infrastruc-
ture, and robust workforce that attract compa-
nies like EPL, and I congratulate all the part-
ners involved in securing this project that will 
create new jobs and contribute to a prosperous 
economy for local citizens.”

“We at EPL are grateful to Governor Glenn 
Youngkin and the incentives provided from the 
state of Virginia,” said Mauro Catopodis, Presi-
dent, EPL Limited Americas Region. “This 

will strengthen our long-term commitment to 
the City of Danville and the Commonwealth of 
Virginia and help us become a bigger economic 
benefactor in the community. Thank you on be-
half of our 315 employees in Danville and 3,700 
worldwide.”

“I want to thank EPL America for the invest-
ments it has made in Danville over the years, 
and I am thankful for the hard work of every-
one who made this latest investment a reality,” 
said Danville Mayor Alonzo Jones. “This expan-
sion not only reinforces Danville’s position as a 
great place to do business but also creates 24 
new jobs in our community. We welcome EPL 
America’s continued commitment to our city 
and look forward to the positive impact this ex-
pansion will bring to our region.”

“The members of the IDA of Danville are 
excited by this most recent expansion by EPL 
America,” said T. Neal Morris, chairman of 
the Danville Industrial Development Author-
ity. “The 37.4-million-dollar expansion with 
the creation of 24 new jobs is a testimony to 
the success of this well managed and operated 
manufacturing operation. We are fortunate to 
have EPL America in Danville with its contin-
ued contribution to economic stability in Dan-
ville and the Commonwealth of Virginia.”

“EPL has been an integral part of Danville’s 
thriving manufacturing sector for over two de-
cades, continually innovating through modern-
ization of technology, processes, and equipment 
to ensure ongoing success for their workforce 
in the years ahead,” said Linda Green, execu-
tive director of the Southern Virginia Regional 

Alliance. “Their contributions to excellence in 
packaging keeps them at the forefront of the 
industry, guaranteeing their continued contri-
butions to both the region and the Common-
wealth.”

“We applaud the success of EPL America 
LLC, which first located in the Danville area 
in 2002,” said Del. Danny Marshall. “It is great 
that they are expanding locally and adding 24 
more jobs. Every job is a story of support for 
our community and our families. We wish them 
continued prosperity in our region.”

EPL America, LLC is part of EPL Group 
(www.eplgobal.com), a global leader in special-
ity packaging. EPL produces plastic laminated 
tubes for industries such as oral care, beauty 
and cosmetics, and pharmaceuticals. Since the 
business started in India in 1984, EPL has 
partnered with the world’s top fast moving con-
sumer goods companies to produce the most 
innovative, sustainable, and attractive packag-
ing solutions for their products. EPL Limited 
currently operates 21 factories across five con-
tinents. EPL began operations of its U.S. site in 
Danville, Va. in 2002. 

The Virginia Economic Development Partner-
ship worked with the City of Danville and the 
Southern Virginia Regional Alliance to secure 
the project for Virginia. Governor Youngkin 
approved a $90,000 grant from the Common-
wealth’s Opportunity Fund to assist the City of 
Danville with the project. Funding and services 
to support the company’s employee training ac-
tivities will be provided through the Virginia 
Jobs Investment Program.

The basics of fertilizing a lawn
Spring marks the return of lawn and 

garden season. Lawns often bear the 
brunt of winter’s wrath, so spring is a 
great time to nurse them back to health, 
and fertilizing can be an essential compo-
nent of that process.

Fertilizing a lawn can be intimidating. 
An array of fertilizers, with each seeming-
ly designed to address a different issue, 
can make homeowners’ heads spin when 
visiting their local lawn and garden cen-
ter. However, fertilizing is a very simple 
task that any homeowner can tackle. In 
fact, fears about fertilizing are often un-
founded and can be overcome with some 
basic knowledge of the process.

· Identify which type of grass is in the 
yard. The home improvement experts 
at HGTV note that turfgrass is divided 
into two categories: cool-season grass 
and warm-season grass. A local lawn 
and garden center can help homeown-
ers identify which type of grass is in the 
yard, and this often depends on location. 
Fescue, bluegrass and perennial ryegrass 
are some examples of cool-season grasses, 
while Bermuda, Bahia, St. Augustine, 
and zoysia are considered warm-season 
grasses. Identifying which type of grass 
is in the lawn is impor-
tant because that will 
indicate when to fertilize. 
Cool-season grasses are 
typically best fertilized in 
early spring, while warm-
season lawns can benefit 
from an application just 
before especially warm 
temperatures arrive.

· Survey the lawn to 
identify which spreader 
to use. A small yard or a 
thriving lawn with only 
a few bald or unsightly 
patches may not need a 
full application of fertil-
izer. In such instances, 
a hand spreader can 

suffice. For larger lawns and areas, a 
broadcast spreader is the ideal option. 
Spreaders have multiple settings, and 
the fertilizer package will indicate which 
setting to utilize when using the product.

· Test the soil prior to purchasing fer-
tilizer. The lawn experts at Pennington® 
note that a simple soil test can reveal soil 
pH and phosphorus and potassium levels. 
Soil tests can be purchased at most home 
improvement stores and lawn and garden 
centers, and they can help homeowners 
determine which fertilizer will most ben-
efit their lawns.

· Water the lawn prior to fertilizing. 
The experts at Scotts® recommend a good 
watering a few days prior to fertilizing a 
lawn. Such an approach ensures the soil 
is ready to accept the fertilizer once it’s 
applied.

· Follow the instructions carefully. 
Detailed instructions are typically pro-
vided on fertilizer product packaging. 
Once homeowners have identified and 
purchased the product they need, they 
can simply follow the instructions on the 
packaging, including how and when to 
water after application, which can make 
fertilizing less intimidating.

Fertilizing in spring can help a lawn recover from the previous summer and winter, 
ensuring it’s lush and green when the summer entertaining season arrives.

Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, discussed 
the recent 2024 General Assembly 
Session.

Teaching of the Gospel
April 24-27  •  7 PM

April 28  •  9:30 and 10:30 AM
All are invited to hear a guest preacher 
teaching the gospel, on the theme of 

“Forgiveness of Sin”, at the 
Chatham Heights church of Christ  

2229 Old Chatham Rd, Martinsville  

This is a FREE event
Please call Eric at 540-835-8061 for more 

information, or visit our website at 
http://www.chathamheightscoc.com 

 Hope to see you there!
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Proposed PSA budget 
holds the line on rates 

Henry County Public Service 
Authority (PSA) General Manager 
Dale Wagoner presented his pro-
posed budget for fiscal year (FY) 
2024-2025 to the PSA Board of Di-
rectors on April 15 in the fourth-
floor conference room of the Henry 
County Administration Building. 

The proposed budget holds water 
and sewer rates flat for the elev-
enth straight year. “Eleven years 
without a rate increase is quite the 
accomplishment and I applaud our 
staff for being able to continue to 
provide quality services in the ab-
sence of increased revenue,” Wag-
oner said. “However, sustaining 
this approach indefinitely is becom-
ing increasingly burdensome. The 
ongoing escalation in costs related 
to labor, electricity, chemicals, and 
materials presents a challenge to 
our organization moving forward.” 

Currently, the PSA charges resi-
dential users $30 a month and 
non-residential users $45 a month, 
both based on 4,000 gallons/month. 
Funds are included in the proposed 
budget to study the need for rate 

increases in the future. 
The overall budget came in at ap-

proximately $14 million this year, 
which is a five percent reduction 
from FY24. The reduction in the 
budget is attributable to fewer 
capital expenditures and less debt 
service due to a completed loan re-
payment during FY24. 

A three percent salary increase is 
included in the proposed budget for 
all PSA employees which will take 
effect on July 1. In addition, it con-
tains a merit-based step increase 
for many employees that will take 
effect on September 1. 

While PSA employees already 
receive full health insurance cover-
age, the proposed budget includes 
a 10 percent reduction in spouse 
and family coverage. This will not 
only ease the burden on employees 
with families, but also enhance the 
PSA’s ability to recruit and retain 
dedicated staff members. 

View copies of the full budget 
document or presentation: https://
www.henrycountyva.gov/182/Fi-
nance.

Bingo fundraiser to 
benefit Bassett Library 

Expansion Project 
By Jessica Dillon
A 31 BINGO Fundraiser will 

take place at the Heritage Event 
Center on April 27 at 1230 Oak 
Level Road., Bassett. Doors open 
at 4 p.m., and the event starts at 5 
p.m. The event will benefit the ex-
pansion of the Bassett Library. 

A silent auction, with items do-
nated by several local vendors, and 
door prizes will be available. 

The cost to play is $20 per pack-
et, which is 20 plays per packet/3 
games per play and $10 per extra. 
There will be a few special games 
that will have a separate ticket 
purchase option. Hot dogs will be 
sold along with other concessions 
on-site, and this is the first bingo 
game that the library has held.

The expansion project will allow 
the library to provide additional 
services to the community.

“It’s going to be so beneficial for 
single mothers and elderly people 
who need to just drive up to a drive-
in window and not have to even get 
out of a car,” said Sherry Vestal, 

Blue Ridge Public Library Board of 
Trustee member. 

The expansion also will include 
a larger space for meetings and 
events, according to Vestal, who 
explained how essential the library 
currently is to the community. 

“Everything pretty much is on-
line now, and if you don’t have 
internet access or you don’t know 
how to use it, then your library is 
where you need to be,” she said.

Vestal hopes for a large turnout 
so that more of the community can 
learn about the library and its mis-
sion. 

“I hope that they can have a great 
time with their family that evening 
and go away happy,” said Vestal. 
Vestal said, “I’ve heard a lot of peo-
ple say they want to come, and we 
can accommodate it.” 

The board is considering addi-
tional events to fund the expan-
sion, and if the inaugural bingo 
fundraiser is a success, then the 
library will look at hosting another 
one in the fall.

(Event information/calendar items must be re-
ceived by 5 p.m. on the Tuesday before the desired 
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)

Meetings

Tuesday, April 23
Board of Supervisors meeting, 3 p.m., Henry 

County Administration Building, Summerlin 
Room, 3300 Kings Mountain Road, Martinsville.

Martinsville City Council Work Session, 5 p.m., 
City Municipal Building, 55 W. Church Street 
Martinsville.

Martinsville City Council Regular Session, 5 
p.m., Council Chambers City Municipal Building, 
55 W. Church Street, Martinsville.

Wednesday, April 24
Community Advisory Board Meeting, 6 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m., City Municipal Building, 55 W. Church 
Street Martinsville.

Thursday, May 2
Henry County School Board meets, 5:30 p.m., 

1st Floor, Summerlin Room, Henry County Ad-
ministration Building. Closed Session to follow.

Events

Friday, April 19
Bee Flight Festival, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Virgin-

ia Museum of Natural History, 21 Starling Ave, 
Martinsville The inaugural Bee Flight Festival 
includes the YMCA Fun Run, Beegins With You 
Tea Party, Virginia, and the Piedmont Arts Earth 
Day Family Day that are taking place on April 
20. The Reptile Festival is also part of the Bee 
Flight Festival and will run on both April 19 and 
April 20. The United Way will be present at the 
Museum of Natural History to educate the public 
on bees and give out educational resources.  They 
will host a scavenger hunt at the museum, Lester 
Art Park, and Piedmont Art and YMCA. A logo 
contest will be present at the art garden and the 
United Way will have a few giveaways.

Reptile Festival, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Virginia 
Museum of Natural History, 21 Starling Ave, 
Martinsville

Saturday, April 20
Altrusa of Martinsville and Henry County will 

meet at 10 a.m. at First United Methodist Church 
in Martinsville.

Spring Craft Show, 9 to 5 at Bassett High 
School, 85 Riverside Drive, Bassett. Tickets are 
$5. Children 5 and under are admitted free. 

Bee Flight Festival, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Virgin-
ia Museum of Natural History, 21 Starling Ave, 
Martinsville

The inaugural Bee Flight Festival includes the 
YMCA Fun Run, Beegins With You High Tea 
Party, Virginia, and the Piedmont Arts Earth 
Day Family Day that are taking place on April 
20. The Reptile Festival is also part of the Bee 
Flight Festival and will run on both April 19 and 
April 20. The United Way will be present at the 
Museum of Natural History to educate the public 
on bees and give out educational resources.  They 
will host a scavenger hunt at the museum, Les-
ter Art Park, Piedmont Arts, and YMCA. A logo 
contest will be present at the art garden and the 
United Way will have a few giveaways.

Reptile Festival, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Virginia 
Museum of Natural History, 21 Starling Ave, 
Martinsville

Healthy Kids Day, 8:30 a.m., Martinsville Hen-
ry County YMCA, 3 Starling Ave, Martinsville

High Tea, 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m., Beegins With 
You, 209 B Starling Avenue, Martinsville, VA

Spencer-Penn 13th Annual Pig Cooking, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Spencer-Penn Center, 475 Spencer 
Penn Rd, Spencer

Earth Day Family Day, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Pied-
mont Arts, 215 Starling Ave, Martinsville

Hometown Hero Night, 6 p.m., Hooker Field, 
450 Commonwealth Blvd E, Martinsville

Victory Baptist Academy Charity Warehouse 
Liquidation Absolute Auction, 11 a.m., Victory 
Baptist Church, 90 Featherstone Dr, Collinsville

Altrusa of Martinsville Henry County Meeting,  
10 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 146 East 
Main Street in Martinsville

Sunday, April 21
Martinsville Police Department Mario Kart 

Tournament, 3 p.m., Tequilas Sports Bar and 
Grill, 1051 Spruce St, Martinsville

Tuesday, April 23
Kindergarten Registration, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,  

MCPS Central Office, 746 Indian Trail Martins-
ville

MHC Longwood College/University Alumni 
Meet-Up 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., New College Institute, 
191 Fayette St, Martinsville

Wednesday, April 24
Kindergarten Registration, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,  

MCPS Central Office, 746 Indian Trail Martins-
ville

Thursday, April 25
Kindergarten Registration, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,  

MCPS Central Office, 746 Indian Trail Martins-
ville

Saturday, April 27
Local Authors’ Book Signing, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., 

Imagination Lavender Farm, 3590 Green Hill Dr, 
Martinsville

Free Shred Day, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Martinsville 
Speedway, 340 Speedway Rd., Ridgeway

Auditions for House Band Music Revue, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., TheatreWorks, 44 Franklin Street, 
Martinsville

Bingo Fundraiser, 4 p.m., Heritage Event Cen-
ter (former Bassett Country Club), 1230 Oak Lev-
el Road, Bassett. Proceeds to benefit the expan-
sion of the Bassett Library. Door prizes; Silent 
Auction items; & concessions. 

Sunday, April 28
Woodland Plants of the Area: History, Ecology, 

and Uses, Martinsville-Henry County Heritage 
Center & Museum, 1 E Main St, Martinsville

Auditions for House Band Music Revue, 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m., TheatreWorks, 44 Franklin Street, 
Martinsville

Saturday, May 4
Memoir Writing Workshop, 10 a.m. to noon, , 

Imagination Lavender Farm, 3590 Green Hill Dr, 
Martinsville

Infinity 5k Ranch Run, 10 a.m., Infinity Acres 
Ranch, 136 Joppa Rd #4242, Ridgeway

Monday, May 27
Henry County Memorial Day Ruck 22, 10 a.m., 

1094 Virginia Ave, Martinsville

Saturday, June 1
Infinity Acres Ranch 6th Annual Spring Carni-

val, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Infinity Acres Ranch, 136 
Joppa Rd #4242, Ridgeway

ONGOING

Bassett Train Station Farmers’ market will 
be open from  April 30 through September 24 on 
Tuesday’s 5-7 p.m.

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
days of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific Bay 
Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, Martins-
ville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 a.m. 
The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children under 
12. All you can eat sausage, fried bologna, eggs, 
cooked apples, sausage gravy, made from scratch 
biscuits, made to order pancakes, coffee and juice. 
Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets each Tues-
day at 5:45 pm at the Rangeley Ruritan Build-
ing on 134 Calloway Drive, Fieldale, VA. New 
members are welcome. For more information, call 
Patti at (276) 358-0489.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music & 
More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play Rook, 
work puzzles, make a craft and listen to a mixture 
of bluegrass, country & gospel music by different 
bands each week. If you want, bring a snack to 
share. This event is free to the public. Any dona-
tions received will go to the Bassett Ruritan Club 
to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with 
your library card. The passes are good for one day 
and exclude special events. There is a wait period 
before you can check out the pass again. For more 
details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.va.us. 

The Fontaine Ruritan Club hosts Bingo every 
Tuesday at 1903 Joseph Martin Highway, Mar-
tinsville. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and games be-
gin at 7. Money from Bingo supports community 
service awards, scholarships, and other commu-
nity efforts. 

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge Re-
gional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 403-
5430 to register. 

Medicaid eligibility renewals have resumed. 
Martinsville-Henry County Coalition for Health 
and Wellness (MHCCHW) offers Medicaid/
FAMIS application and renewal assistance for 
Virginia residents from birth to 64 years of age 
in-person: Wednesdays 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at 
Community Storehouse, 128 E. Church St (lower 
level of the old Leggett Building) in Martinsville, 
or by phone, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
MHCCHW’s specially trained Medicaid/FAMIS 
Outreach Advocate is available to help. Call or 
text Ann Walker at (276) 732-0509 to learn more 
or for an appointment.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school 
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

Neighbors in the Know. Join staff and volun-
teers in the Hylton Library at the Spencer Penn 
Centre for activities and socializing on the first 
and third Monday of each month. A different pre-
sentation and activity weekly, followed by a way 
to get you moving. The program is an hour long 
and activities for children will be provided. Every 
third Monday, 10-11 a.m., a music program will 
be provided. This free program is perfect for all 
ages.  No registration is required.

April 30 - September 24
Farmers Market, Tuesdays, 5-7 p.m., Bassett 

Train Station.



www.henrycountyenterprise.comPAGE 4 • SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2024 • HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE

OPINION

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Courage
One of my favorite 

movies has always 
been The Wizard of Oz.

When my children 
were younger, I would 
often, in trying to teach 
them, recite the famous 
lines of the Cowardly 
Lion.

“What makes the flag 
on the mast to wave?”

“Courage!”
“What makes a King 

out of a slave?”
“Courage!”
One day as I was driving, a little 

voice piped up from the car seat in 
the back.

 “Daddy, has that ever hap-
pened? Has the flag on the mast 
ever waved because of courage?”

I thought for a minute, and 
several examples came to mind, 
including the United States War 
of Independence against Great 
Britain, which makes our beloved 
stars and stripes on the mast to 
wave.

But on that occasion, I respond-
ed with the 1948 Israeli War of In-
dependence, and the movie Cast a 
Giant Shadow.

The movie follows U.S. Army 
Colonel David Marcus, who is 
played by actor Kirk Douglas. 
Colonel Marcus, who is of Jewish 
faith, feels the call to return to 
duty in order to help the nascent 
Israel form an army.

The Jewish people had never 
completely left the Holy Land. 
And after (a) promises by the Brit-
ish government in 1917, (b) the 
Holocaust during WWII and (c) a 
United Nations resolution calling 
for the establishment of a Jewish 
State in 1947, many Jewish refu-
gees returned to the Holy Land. 
They came to form a Jewish State 
in British-held territory as they 
were promised.

Many of the Arab nations were 
opposed. The British left! And the 
Jewish people fought for indepen-
dence.

They had so much determina-
tion and courage, that as the film 
depicts, in one of their battles, 
some of the Jewish charged for-
ward without knowing how to click 
off the rifle’s safety. Even though 
they couldn’t fire their weapons, 
courage spurred them into charg-
ing against daunting odds.

Courage made the flag of Israel 
on the mast to wave.

And that is what I told my son.
I recalled that incident recently 

as I traveled to Israel.
On the trip, I talked to one of 

the former residents of the Nir-
Oz Kibbutz. Nir-Oz is one of many 
villages that were ambushed by 
Hamas during their October 7 at-
tack. We were shown where civil-
ians died and where houses were 
burned and bombed.

After that we went to the out-
door music festival site where 
more than 250 attendees were 
murdered. Hamas videos of the 
attacks were circulated online and 
on social media.

Visiting the site, we spoke to a 
twenty-year-old survivor, who is 
alive today only because she is a 
tiny girl. In a frightened state, she 
hid in the back of a small bomb 
shelter. She was shielded from 
gunfire by the bodies of the dead 
on top of her.

She told us she could hear 
Hamas soldiers laughing as they 
fired into the shelter.

Her boyfriend was killed in the 
attack.

Nonetheless, she affirmed that 
life has to go on, and that Israel 
must continue.

I am asked about stopping Is-
raeli efforts to eliminate Hamas. 
Hamas supporters often cite the 
loss of innocent Palestinian life.

War is always a horrible thing!
Even in war, minimizing death 

is important.
But since Hamas took control of 

Gaza in 2007, they have consis-
tently shelled Israel, particularly 
in Israel’s Gaza envelope.

Hamas adheres to their “from 
the river to the sea” concept, 
threatening the very existence of 
Israel and the Jewish people.

Further, Hamas has no prob-
lem using Palestinian civilians as 
shields from gunfire and it takes 
refuge in hospitals and homes.

Hamas started the current 
war when 3,000 Hamas soldiers 
crossed the border into Israel and 
targeted civilians, men, women, 
and children, and brutally mur-
dered the defenseless.

In the attack, it is estimated 
that Hamas killed approximately 
1,200 people. Over two hundred 
were kidnapped, and some are 
still hostages as of this writing, 
including the son of the man who 
gave us the tour of Nir-Oz.

As the young lady at the festival 
testified, they must have the cour-
age to go on.

Israel has come to recognize 
they have no choice but to elimi-
nate the terrorist organization 
Hamas, because Hamas is deter-
mined to spend all of their time, 
efforts and money to eliminate the 
State of Israel.

While I continue to pray for 
peace, without the courage of 
the Israelis to live on and defend 
themselves, Israel would not have 
a flag on the mast to wave.

What makes the flag on the mast 
to wave? Courage.

Call my offices with questions, 
concerns, or comments: Abingdon, 
(276) 525-1405; Christiansburg, 
(540) 381-5671, or via email at 
https://morgangriffith.house.gov/.

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

Parenting in a cell phone era
We older genera-

tions have to protect 
ourselves from the 
younger generation. 

Or – protect our-
selves from their 
phones, to be more 
specific.

I first learned that 
when my daughter 
was a pre-teen. Like 
all the other girls her age at the 
time, she had opened a Tik Tok 
account (without my approval, 
of course) and she and her little 
friends were posting videos of 
themselves dancing. 

Poor thing. I’m sure she ex-
pected compliments and sup-
port when she showed me one 
of her videos, but that didn’t go 
the way she had planned. 

I was appalled, and instead 
of applause, she was showered 
in lectures and warnings about 
the internet. 

After the initial outburst 
slowed down, something else 
caught my attention: The back-
ground. She had taken this vid-
eo in my bedroom, which I like to 
think of as my own private little 
place in the world. She had tak-
en that video in the living room 
where a pile of laundry was on 
the couch, waiting to be folded, 
and papers and coffee cups were 
scattered about in a mess on the 
coffee table. The whole world 
would see our messes! 

Thank goodness Tik Tok no 
longer remains a problem, but 
worrying about what the pic-
tures show always will be. We 
have a strict rule now that pic-
tures for whatever purpose can 
only be taken in a tidy area of 
the house. 

But … 

But one day I was doing some-
thing silly – singing along to 
the radio and dancing around 
as I was sweeping, and out of 
the corner of my eye I caught 
a quick movement and heard a 
giggle. 

I swerved and lunged. She 
ducked away laughing. I 
stretched around for her phone, 
and she held it away from me. 

I gave her The Look, and she 
handed it over. She had snuck 
a video of me singing and danc-
ing. 

The heavens opened up and 
great flames of fury accompa-
nied the Wrath of Mother: There 
will be no secret videos, ever, 
and no making fun of anyone, 
especially not a parent, done 
online or in any other manner 
electronically. (I can take it face 
to face, no problem, but I’ve al-
ways felt sorry for those poor 
mothers and grandmothers and 
fathers and grandfathers who 
are the brunt of jokes running 
rampant over the internet.) 

There was no question left that 
if any secret video or photo were 
taken, and certainly if anything 
unauthorized would be shared, 
that phone would end up in the 
bottom of the ocean, never to be 
replaced. 

You’ve gotta hit ’em where it 
hurts.

Holly 
Kozelsky

Congressional staff 
to hold local hours
Ninth District U.S. Rep. Mor-

gan Griffith’s staff will hold 
office hours in the City of Mar-
tinsville and Patrick County on 
April 24.

Hours in Martinsville are 10 
– 11:30 a.m., City Hall, Council 
Chambers, Second Floor, 55 W. 
Church Street.

Staff will be in Patrick Coun-
ty from 12:30 – 2 p.m. in the 
Patrick County Administration 
Building, Conference Room, 
106 Rucker Street, Stuart.

Call the Christiansburg Of-
fice at (540) 381-5671 or the 
Abingdon Office at (276) 525-
1405 with any questions.

Robbie Wade is pictured with Henry 
County Sheriff Wayne Davis.

Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis and 
sheriff’s deputy Brooke Mason

Mason, Wade join 
HCSO team

Recently, Brooke Mason and Rob-
bie Wade joined the team at the 
Henry County Sheriff’s Office. 

“We’re excited to have them on 
board,” Sheriff Wayne Davis said of 

Mason, a deputy, and Wade, an in-
vestigator. “Their skills and experi-
ence will contribute to the collective 
efforts of keeping our community 
safe.”
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Shred instead for ultimate protection
There are many things that we can 

do to protect ourselves from identity 
thieves. We can use strong and unique 
passwords, keep our device operating 
systems current, and monitor our credit 
reports. If you want to keep thieves out 
of your recycling bin, you’ll also want to 
make sure to shred your sensitive docu-
ments. Despite all of the online crimes 
out there, criminals won’t hesitate to 
dumpster dive for valuable sensitive 
personal information. Shredding con-
tinues to be an important step in pre-
venting identity fraud.

If you shred papers yourself, a micro-

cut shredder offers enhanced security. 
Otherwise look for businesses that of-
fer shredding (for a fee) or keep an eye 
open for free shredding events, often of-
fered by nonprofits of local government 
agencies. Another important protection 
against identity theft is placing a fraud 
alert or credit freeze on your credit re-
ports. Learn how to take these free 
steps at annualcreditreport.com.

Report scams to local law enforce-
ment. For help from AARP, call 1-877-
908-3360 or visit the AARP Fraud 
Watch Network at www.aarp.org/
fraudwatchnetwork.

Sports Schedule
Following are the dates and times of local high school teams and their games for the week of April 22-27:

4/22 4:30p Girls Tennis Bassett at Floyd County
 4:30p Baseball Roanoke Catholic at 
 Carlisle
 5pm Baseball Halifax County at Magna 
 Vista
 5pm Softball Franklin County at Bassett
 5pm Softball Halifax County at Magna Vista
 5:30p Baseball Tunstall at Martinsville (at 
 Hooker Field)
 6pm Girls Soccer Carlisle at SVA
 7pm Girls Soccer Magna Vista at Halifax 
 County
 7pm Girls Soccer Martinsville at Tunstall
 7pm Boys Soccer Halifax County at 
 Magna Vista (at Smith River Complex)
 7pm Boys Soccer Tunstall at Martinsville
4/23 4:30p Girls Tennis Halifax County at 
 Magna Vista
 4:30p Girls Tennis Martinsville at George 
 Washington
 4:30p Boys Tennis Bassett at Floyd County 
 4:30p Boys Tennis Magna Vista at Halifax 
 County

 4:30p Boys Tennis George Washington at 
 Martinsville
 5pm Girls Soccer Carlisle at Chatham 
 Hall
4/24 4:30p Girls Tennis Martinsville at Bassett
 4:30p Girls Tennis Magna Vista at Patrick 
 County
 4:30p Boys Tennis Bassett at Martinsville
 4:30p Boys Tennis Magna Vista at Patrick 
 County
 5pm Track Magna Vista at Staunton River
 5pm Softball Staunton River at Magna 
 Vista
 5:30p Basebal Mecklenburg County at 
 Martinsville (at Hooker Field)
 6pm Baseball Bassett at George 
 Washington (at Dan Daniel Memorial Park)
 6pm Girls Soccer George Washington at 
 Bassett
 7pm Baseball Carlisle at McMichael
 7pm Girls Soccer Martinsville at 
 Mecklenburg County
 7pm Boys Soccer Bassett at George 
 Washington 

 7pm Boys Soccer Magna Vista at Glenvar
 7pm Boys Soccer Mecklenburg County at 
 Martinsville
4/25 4:30p Boys Tennis Morehead at 
 Martinsville
 4:30p Boys Tennis Carlisle at Hargrave 
 Military Academy
 5pm Track Martinsville at Tunstall
4/26 4:30p Girls Tennis Lord Botetourt at 
 Bassett
 4:30p Boys Tennis Miller School at Carlisle
 4:30p Baseball Carlisle at Hargrave Military 
 Academy
 4:30 Girls Soccer MSA at Carlisle
 5pm Baseball Bassett at Magna Vista
 5pm Softball Bassett at Magna Vista
 5:30p Baseball Martinsville at George 
 Washington (at Dan Daniel Memorial Park)
 7pm Girls Soccer Magna Vista at Bassett
 7pm Girls Soccer George Washington at 
 Martinsville
 7pm Boys Soccer Bassett at Magna Vista
 7pm Boys Soccer Martinsville at George 
 Washington

Letters To The Editor
Post embarks on Capital Campaign Fund 

On January 9, 2024, there was 
a flood along Jordan Creek in the 
Fieldale Community of Henry 
County. The American Legion Hom-
er Dillard Post #78 is located at 139 
Creekside Drive, Martinsville. The 
post home parking lot was partially 
washed out because of this flood, 
which marked the fourth occurrence 
since the post home has been at this 
location.

Damage from the flooding seri-
ously interrupted our operations. 
The only feasible solution to this 
continuing problem is to pave the 
parking lot. This cost approxi-
mately $45,000 (money that we do 
not have.) Additionally, the kitchen 
floor was damaged by this continu-
ing flooding, which was estimated 
to cost $ 15,000 to repair. To make 
these much-needed repairs and 
renovations, the post is starting a 
Capital Fund Campaign to raise the 
necessary funds

We are asking individuals, busi-
nesses, and organizations to make a 
tax-exempt donation to the post for 
capital improvements and repairs. 
We are a tax-exempt, 501 © (19), 
Veterans organization. We do not 
receive any local, state or federal 

funds and depend on membership 
dues, donations, fund raisers, (Fish 
Frys), and an annual raffle for op-
erational funds.

We provide a home for local hon-
orable discharged veterans of all 
military services and our members 
include veterans from WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam, Lebanon/Grenada, Pana-
ma, Gulf War and the Global War 
on Terror. In addition to support-
ing veterans and their dependents, 
we also support local youth, such as 
the High School Junior ROTC. We 
offer annual scholarships and send 
youth to the American Legion Boys 
& Girls State and the American Le-
gion Junior Law Cadet Program.

“Veterans Strengthening Veter-
ans” is the motto of the American 
Legion. With generous monetary 
donations from the community, we 
can continue to be a vital part of 
the community and help to “Still 
Strengthen America.” 

Donations may be sent to: Ameri-
can Legion Homer Dillard Post # 
78, P.O. Box 342, Martinsville, VA 
24114-0342.

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
Curtis R. Millner, Sr.,
Adjutant

Youngkin & LGBT
You know, the Bible doesn’t say 

that Christians cannot talk about 
politics. Yet, there are always five 
people that shout, “Separation of 
church and state,” even though that 
phrase is not in the constitution! I’m 
a Christian, but I don’t vote about 
“morals,” and Governor Glenn 
Youngkin is exactly why. Before 
he was elected, Governor Youngkin 
used churches on the campaign trail 
and he pandered to Jerry Falwell’s 
lingering “Moral Majority.” I voted 
for him, but not because he pan-
dered to my morals. 

Weeks ago Governor Youngkin 
signed the right of homosexuals to 
obtain a marriage license into state 
law. Many “evangelicals” were in-
censed, but I, a Christian, was not 
surprised. I did, however, find it odd 
that nine years after the Supreme 
Court ruled in favor of homosexual 
marriage that Governor Youngkin 
felt compelled to sign it into law. 
From 2015 to 2021 we had Demo-
crat Governors that did not even 
bother with it, and then here comes 
Governor Youngkin. 

I voted for Glen Youngkin because 
he was smart enough to put a clause 
in the law that protected churches 
and preachers who would refuse 
to participate in the ceremony for 
a homosexual couple. There ya’ go: 
that’s First Amendment thinking! I 
have the First Amendment right to 
say out loud that homosexuality is 
a sin, and, as a preacher, I have the 
First Amendment right to refuse 
participation in their ceremony. If 
they want to be “married” then they 
can seek someone else to perform it, 
like a “justice of the peace.” By the 
way – I would refuse to perform an 
adulterous wedding ceremony for a 

man and woman as much as I would 
a homosexual couple’s. Matthew 
19:9 is in the Bible as much as Mat-
thew 19:4-5.  

When I cast my vote the First and 
Second Amendments are “primary” 
in my thinking. I’m voting for a civil 
representative, not a preacher. In 
this article I wrote against adul-
tery, but that won’t stop me from 
voting for Donald Trump. He can 
be in adultery and still uphold the 
constitution: my President isn’t my 
preacher. 

I said I was not surprised Gover-
nor Youngkin would write LGBT 
into state law. I say that not be-
cause of his politics, but because 
of his religion. Governor Youngkin 
is a member of the Episcopalian 
Sect, and Episcopalians are incred-
ibly liberal. If one will look at the 
“beliefs” section of Holy Trinity 
Church’s website they’ll find that 
they do not limit marriage to just 
men and women, but use ambigu-
ous language allowing for deviation 
from the Biblical text. 

Why would I expect the Episco-
palian sect to get it right when it 
comes to homosexuality when the 
entire sect was birthed from adul-
tery? King Henry VIII was a Roman 
Catholic until the Pope would not 
grant him a divorce from Katherine 
of Aragon and form a subsequent 
marriage to Anne Boleyn. When 
Henry was told, “No” he simply 
started his own sect: The Church of 
England, (a.k.a. Episcopalians, An-
glicans). 

If folks would study their history, 
it would keep them from getting so 
worked up in the present.

Caleb Robertson,
Martinsville 
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America determined 
to have massive 

carbon monoxide leak
PEORIA, IL — America is al-

ready beginning to heal after a 
massive carbon monoxide leak 
that has been affecting the coun-
try since 2001 has finally been re-
solved. 

One man is singlehandedly re-
sponsible for recognizing this 
problem and solving it: Peoria 
resident Doug Bogatzki, a meter 
reader with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission.

“It all started with that eclipse 
we had,” Bogatzki said. “I was 
talking to a buddy of mine, and 
he started going off about how the 
eclipse lined up with some earth-
quake in New York and the Statue 
of Liberty getting struck by light-
ning. He said it was all in the Book 
of Revelation and the end times 
were upon us.”

That comment, Bogatzki said, 
was “the dumbest thing I’d ever 
heard in my life.”

“But it got me to thinking,” he 
said. “I remember when my cous-
in tried to heat up his house one 
winter by piping his truck exhaust 
through his bedroom window. He 
called me up that night and said 
there was a message from the Vir-
gin Mary in his SpaghettiOs — it 
said ‘ooooooo.’ Well, he had carbon 
monoxide poisoning, of course. I 
thought maybe the same thing was 
happening to my friend who was 
all worked up about the eclipse.”

Bogatzki picked up a carbon 
monoxide detector and began driv-
ing around the city, trying to see if 
he could find a source for the theo-
retical leak. Sure enough, the sig-
nal led him to an abandoned home 
in East Peoria. 

“Turns out, this place had an old 
oil furnace in the basement that 
had been running continuously 
since September of 2001,” Bogatz-
ki said. 

Dr. Bill Metzger, a biology pro-
fessor at the University of Illinois, 
said that the damaged furnace had 
produced enough carbon monoxide 
to give most Americans a mild to 
severe case of CO poisoning.

“An oil furnace functioning nor-
mally produces only trace amounts 
of carbon monoxide,” Metzger said. 
“This one was producing about 
three billion tons per day every 
day since the fall of 2001.”

“It was really, REALLY broken,” 
he added.

In addition to physical symp-
toms, Metzger said, carbon mon-
oxide poisoning can cause confu-
sion, memory loss, and personality 
changes.

“Obviously, this explains a lot,” 
he said, gesturing broadly.

Upon finding the leak, Bogatzki 
killed power to the furnace, caus-
ing carbon monoxide levels across 

America to begin dropping imme-
diately. Within just a few days, 
massive changes had already tak-
en place. COVID vaccinations in-
creased tenfold, solar panel man-
ufacturers began rapidly selling 
through their stock, and instances 
of hate crimes dropped to the low-
est levels ever recorded.

“I was writing up a new blog post 
about the Antarctica ice wall,” said 
Norman Higgins, President of the 
Flat Earth Society. “Suddenly, it 
hit me; what the hell am I doing? 
I mean, I’ve SEEN photos of the 
Earth taken from outer space. I 
don’t know what I was thinking. It 
was almost as if I’d been breathing 
some sort of magic gas that made 
me a credulous idiot.”

Meanwhile, Info Wars conspira-
cy theorist Alex Jones announced 
he was abandoning his long-run-
ning program in favor of operating 
a goat farm.

“A man holds a baby goat and 
he just realizes, ‘Perhaps I’ve been 
overthinking things,’” Jones said. 

With the national carbon mon-
oxide leak resolved, it’s unclear as 
of yet what impact it will have on 
national politics. However, Presi-
dential hopeful Donald Trump 
recently offered a public speech 
congratulating Bogatzki for his ac-
tions.

“I believe it was Jacques Coeur 
who said, ‘À vaillant coeur rien 
d’impossible,’ which translates to 
‘For a valiant heart, nothing is im-
possible,” Trump said to a crowd of 
hushed, respectful onlookers at a 
recent rally. “Mr. Bogatzki repre-
sents the apotheosis of the Ameri-
can ideal, someone who acts self-
lessly for the benefit of others and 
asks nothing in return. Though I 
am deep in my seventh decade, I 
consider myself a lifelong student, 
and I will endeavor to learn from 
Mr. Bogatzki’s example.”

“Tempora mutantur et nos mu-
tamur in illis,” Trump added, 
prompting his rally attendees to 
nod knowingly.

By Ben R. Williams
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P&HCC announces banquet partnership
Patrick & Henry Community College is 

partnering with ValleyStar Credit Union, 
a leading financial institution dedicated to 
community support and engagement, as the 
presenting sponsor of the upcoming 11th an-
nual P&HCC Athletics Banquet to be held 
on April 18 at Patrick & Henry Community 
College’s Stone Hall Gymnasium in Martins-
ville.

The P&HCC banquet is an annual event 
that celebrates the outstanding achieve-
ments of the student-athletes. It serves as a 
platform to recognize their hard work, dedi-
cation, and commitment to excellence in the 
classroom, courts, and fields. 

“As the presenting sponsor, ValleyStar 
Credit Union is honored to align with this 
important event that highlights the values 
of teamwork, perseverance, and sportsman-
ship,” said Susan Chapman, Chief Marketing 
Officer. “This sponsorship underscores our 
ongoing commitment to supporting local ini-
tiatives that promote health, wellness, and 

community development.”
“We are delighted to partner with Valley-

Star Credit Union as the presenting sponsor 
of the 11th annual P&HCC Athletics Ban-
quet,” said Brian Henderson, P&HCC As-
sistant Vice-President for Student Engage-
ment and Athletic Director. “At P&HCC, we 
believe in the power of sports to inspire and 
unite communities. This sponsorship allows 
us to continue to empower student-athletes 
and foster a culture of achievement.”

The banquet will feature the guest speaker 
Lucas Jones, former P&HCC Baseball head 
coach, who led Lynchburg University to the 
2023 NCAA DIII National Champions, and 
2023 NCAA DIII National Coach of the Year. 
The evening will conclude with the awarding 
of the ValleyStar Credit Union Patriot and 
Lady Patriot of the Year awards.  

The community is invited to join in cele-
brating the talent and dedication of our ath-
letes. For more information about the event 
and sponsorship opportunities, please con-
tact Brian Henderson at bhenderson@pat-
rickhenry.edu. 

Fairy Stone State Park 
Now Hiring Multiple Sea-
sonal Positions! Beach 
Maintenance Ranger

Beach Ranger (Lifeguard) 
Contact Ranger 

Food Service Ranger
Maintenance Ranger

www.dcr.virginia.gov/jobs 
DCR is EEO Apply online 

or at the park office: 
967 Fairystone Lake Drive 

Stuart, VA 24171  
276-930-2424

Positions open until filled.
      

If you’ve read this far, you 
can see how a classified 
ad in the Henry County 
Enterprise can work. Let 
our readers know you’re 
hiring with a classified ad 
in The Enterprise for as 
little as $8 a week. Call 
276-694-3101 or email 
submissions@theenter-

prise.net for more informa-
tion. ADVERTISE!

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 

design, tile, closet & ga-
rage organizers, repairs, 

etc.
Originally based in Palm 

Beach County- Refer-
ences. Bob Morehouse 
Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-

Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Forestry mulching, over-
grown property cleanup, 
bush-hogging, pasture 

& field reclamation, ATV 
& walking trails, hunting 
lanes, skid-steer, trac-
tor and mini-excavator 
work. Free estimates. 
Call 276-229-9410 or 

Facebook Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

SERVICES Submit your community news and 
photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

Michael Showell, Publisher
Debbie Hall, Editor 

dhall@theenterprise.net
(276) 694-3101

Wendi Craig, Advertising Manager
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publication. All letters will be verified 

before publication. The Henry County 
Enterprise reserves the right to deny 

publication of any letter and edit letters for 
length, content and style.
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CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

HELP WANTED

LEGALLegal 2 col x 3-3/4”
0413 0420

COUNTY OF HENRY
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a public hear-
ing has been scheduled for April 24, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. in the Sum-
merlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, Kings 
Mountain Rd., Collinsville, Virginia. The purpose of this public hear-
ing is to receive citizen input into the possible issuance of a Special 
Use Permit for the following case:
Case S-24-02 Randy Allen Smith
A request for a Special Use Permit has been received under Section 
21-302 of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the estab-
lishment of a campground facility to accommodate up to 15 RV sites, 
9 “glamping domes,” and 6 primitive tent sites. The property is ap-
proximately 54-acres, located in the south west side of Lee Ford Camp 
Rd, approximately 1 mile west of Greensboro Rd, and across from 
the address of 1094 Lee Ford Camp Rd, in the Ridgeway District. 
The frontage along Lee Ford Camp Rd is zoned Suburban Residen-
tial District S-R with a rezoning application pending before the Board 
of Supervisors on April 23, 2024 at 6 p.m. to rezone to Agricultural 
District A-1. The land behind this frontage is already zoned as Agri-
cultural District A-1. The Special Use request can only apply to Agri-
cultural A-1 zoned property. The Tax Parcels involved in the request 
are 71.3(1)/38-48,49A,50A,80A and 71.6/28.
The application for this request may be viewed in the Department of 
Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

LEGALLegal 2 col x 2-3/4”
0413 0420

HENRY COUNTY PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REMOVE AN UNSAFE STRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER:
Joe L. Perkins

Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the owner shall remove the structure which might endanger 
the public health or safety of other residents of the County on or before 
thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to do so will result 
in the County having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by the owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landowner: Joe L. Perkins
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION 
 NUMBER -
 7741 Axton Rd. - Iriswood District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  75.5(000 )000 /087J
 Account Number - 171690000
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Sales, Service, Install
New or Used Rentals

Will Service Other Brands 

https://www.stairliftsadl.com/

LEGALLegal 2 col x 1-3/4”
0420 0427

TOWN OF RIDGEWAY
FY 2024-2025

Proposed Budget
Pursuant to Code 15-2506 of the 1950 Code of Virginia as amended, 
and Federal Regulation 31 CFR51.14, a public hearing will be held 
by the Ridgeway Town Council on the 2024-2025 proposed budget to 
receive citizen comments and suggestions on Tuesday May 7, 2024 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Ridgeway Mayors Office, Ridgeway, Virginia. Town 
Council will consider any public input received prior to taking final 
action on the budget. Copies of the proposed budget are on file in the 
Office of the Mayor at 806 Main Street, Ridgeway, VA.
 Craig A. O’Der, Jr.
 Mayor

All Positions Available, SALE REP, 
ACCOUNTANT and MANY MORE

Bookkeeper • Cashier • Payroll 
• Customer Service 

• Account Coordinator
• Finance • Business • Marketing

• Admissions Representative
• Office Clerk • Help Desk Assistant

As part of our expansion program, our company 
is looking for part time Work from home Account 
Manager and sales representatives, it pays $1700 
monthly plus benefits and takes only little of your 
time. Please contact us for more details. Require-
ments - Should be computer literate. 2-3 hours 
access to the internet weekly. Must be over 24yrs 
of age. Must be Efficient and Dedicated. If you 
are interested and need more information, 
contact: Kenneth.bbraun.com@outlook.com  
for more details.

Hugh Selection To Choose From

We Have What You Are 
Looking For!!

RIVERSIDE FURNITURE
1580 GREENSBORO ROAD

MARTINSVILLE, VA

276-632-1286
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM • SATURDAY 9AM - 2PM

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795
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History of local libraries
Margaret Caldwell 

presented “Enriching 
Our Community for 
110 Years,” about the 
Blue Ridge Regional 
Library and its prede-
cessors. for the March 
lecture.

Before public librar-
ies started, reading 
groups and reading 
rooms were common 
ways for people to 
share books, Caldwell 
said; the Patrick 
County city hall had a 
reading room, for men 
only. In Martinsville, 
Clarence Kearfott set 
up a lending library in 
front of his pharmacy 
on Main and Bridge 
Streets.

In 1913, the Wom-
en’s Club started a 
library in Martins-
ville’s city hall. The 
Martinsville Library 
Association was 
formed in 1931, partly 
funded by the Works 
Progress Administra-
tion and Community 
Chest; the cost to join 
was the equivalent of 
today’s $20.24.

The Martinsville Li-
brary Association was 
formed after World 
War II. In 1946, T.D. 
Burch donated his 
house for a library. 
Bertha Bowles Shack-
elford and T.D. Burch 
donated their houses; 
the Andes house was 
purchased for $25,000 
and used as a tempo-
rary library.

The Bassett Library 
opened in 1939 in 
the Stone Block, with 
$70,000 raised by the 
Bassett Garden Club 
and War Memorial 
Association.

In Patrick County, 
a library was estab-
lished in the David 
K.E. Bruce House 
from 1941-1952. It 
was one of 10 area 
libraries Bruce cre-
ated. Patrick County’s 
Bookmobile started 
in 1946 to serve one-
room schools.

In 1956 and 1960 
the federal govern-
ment passed the Li-

brary Services Act 
which provided fund-
ing for construction 
and the purchase of 
books.

The Martinsville 
Memorial Library, in 
the building that is 
still in use, was dedi-
cated in 1963, with 
9,000 volumes. Area 
organizations raised 
$150,000 for it. Its 
present form is due to 
a $1.5 million expan-
sion in 1986.

The joint Martins-
ville-Henry County 
Public Library formed 
in 1972, adding its 
first branch, Collins-
ville, in 1974. The Pat-
rick County Library, 
which for years had 
been joined with the 
Franklin County Li-
brary, separated from 
Franklin in 1974 and 
the next year asked to 
join the MHC library 
system.

The three-jurisdic-
tional system, which 
still exists, formed in 
May 1975 when the 
City of Martinsville 
and the counties of 
Henry and Patrick 
signed an agreement. 
The Ridgeway branch 
was started in 1987 
and opened in 1990, 
and the addition at 
the Bassett Histori-
cal Center & Library 
joined the system in 
the same year. The 
Great Expectations 
fundraiser in 1987 led 
to the Patrick Branch 

expansion, and the 
JEB Stuart Historical 
Center was added to it 
in 1991.

The Bassett Li-
brary moved out 
of the building on 
Fairystone Park High-
way it shared with the 
Historical Center into 
a storefront directly 
across it in 1998. The 
Bassett Historical 
Center left the BRRL 
system in 2012 and 
continues operation 
as an independent 
entity, specializing in 
genealogical research. 
Presently the Bassett 
Branch is undergoing 
a $2.224 million ex-
pansion.

The Martinsville 
Branch offered the 
first public internet 
workstation in 1996 
and the Family Place 
Library in 2008.

Today, the Blue 
Ridge Regional Li-
brary has 312,794 
system catalogued 
collections, valued at 
$6,840,074 and 43,373 
cardholders. Patrons 
checked out 174,473 
items, with another 
22,953 digital check-
outs.

The BRRL’s website 
is www.brrl.lib.va.us.

A video of Caldwell’s 
program can be seen 
on the Historical So-
ciety’s YouTube page 
@martinsvillehenry-
countyhs and its web-
site, www.mhchistori-
calsociety.org.

Concluding a talk on the history of the Blue Ridge 
Regional Library, Margaret Caldwell talks about 
the proposed expansion of the Bassett Branch. 
(Screenshot)

Lecture series 
continues Sunday
This Sunday’s Afternoon Lec-

ture by the Martinsville-Henry 
County Historical Society will be 
“Woodland Plants of the Area: 
History, Ecology, and Uses” with 
Neal Bowman, at 3 p.m. in the 
Historic Henry County Court-
house. Admission is free.

Bowman will talk about plants 
from the region that were or 
still are used by people and the 
plants’ role in ecology. Some 
plants covered may not have had 
a significant use but may be ones 
that draw attention on the local 
hiking trails, from ginseng to 
trillium.

A native of Ridgeway, Bowman 
works at Old Salem Museums 
& Gardens in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina. He has com-
pleted courses in Forest Ecology, 
Wildlife Management, Horticul-
ture, and Agriculture and also 
has worked at Riverbend Nurs-
ery in Floyd.

Neal Bowman, who will present 
“Woodland Plants of the Area: History, 
Ecology, and Uses” Sunday, stands next 
to a native azalea. The free program 
will be held at 3 p.m. at the Historic 
Henry County Courthouse, hosted by 
the Martinsville-Henry County Historical 
Society. (Photo submitted)

Dressed in Colonial garb, Gail Vogler describes how children played in the early 
days of settlement of America. (Photo by Holly Kozelsky)

Toys of Colonial Times
Wearing a full pink skirt, ruf-

fled white shirt, blue striped bod-
ice, blue jacket and white bonnet, 
Gail Vogler showed attendees of 
the February Afternoon Lecture 
how children played during Colo-
nial Days.

That was the time period from 
when European settlers came to 
North America, at the start of 
the 17th century, until the colo-
nies became incorporated into the 
United States almost 200 years 
later. Children did not get many 
toys during those days, she said, 
and those they had were intended 
to teach as well as to pass time.

Toys were made with available 
materials such as cloth, wood, 
clay and string. Some, still pop-
ular today, included Bilboquet 
(tossing a ball into a cup), jacks, 
marbles (of clay), dominoes, cat’s 
cradle and dice.

Dolls were made with corn 

husks or scraps of cloth. A “church 
doll” was fashioned simply from a 
handkerchief and served to enter-
tain children while in church; it 
would not make any distraction-
causing noise when dropped or 
bumped about.

Some games then have been 
largely forgotten - Hoops, in 
which children are guided along 
a tall hoop from behind with a 
stick; peg top, which spins when 
it hits the ground; and buzz saw, 
in which twisted strings cause an 
attached disc to move and buzz.

Vogler called up Anne Moore 
to help demonstrate Graces, in 
which two players use sticks to 
toss a ribbon-wrapped hoop back 
and forth.

A video of her program can be 
seen on the Historical Society’s 
YouTube page @martinsvillehen-
rycountyhs and its website, www.
mhchistoricalsociety.org.

Lodge venue hosts 
historical board

The Martinsville-Henry 
County Historical Society 
Board of Directors recently met 
at the Marshall Field & Compa-
ny Clubhouse, currently known 
as the Fieldcrest Lodge. Built 
in 1917, the lodge has 8,500 
square feet of floor space and 
is an example of English Tu-
dor Revival architecture. The 
building materials included na-
tive Henry County fieldstone, 
box beams, pebble dash stucco, 
and terra cotta tile. The prop-
erty is currently owned by Joey 
Arrington. 

The board has also visited 
Stoneleigh, Hordsville, Beaver 
Creek, Ithaca, and the BB&T 
rooftop as part of its local his-
tory ambassador program.

Pictured, left to right, are 
President John Phillips, Sec-
retary Joyce Staples, Hunter 
Haskins, Jake Abell, Andy 
Doss, Josh Duncan, Treasurer 
W. C. Fowlkes, Davis Scott, Vir-
ginia King, Owner/Host Joey 
Arrington, Ann Martin, Execu-
tive Director Holly Kozelsky, 
Graves Anthony.

Weaver to lead 
finance department

Roy “Richie” Weaver was ap-
pointed to director of finance by 
the Henry County School Board 
at its monthly meeting on April 
11.

The appointment was recom-
mended by Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Amy Blake-Lewis. 

Weaver succeeds Dr. Benja-
min Boone, who was promoted 
to assistant superintendent for 
operations and administrative 
services in the fall of 2023 and 
who has continued to perform 
responsibilities for both posi-
tions since that time.

Weaver has served students 
as a secondary math teacher, an 
assistant principal, and a prin-
cipal. He joined Henry County 
Schools as an assistant princi-
pal at Bassett High School in 
2019 after serving more than 
two decades as an administra-
tor in the North Carolina public 
school system.

“I am very excited and grateful 
to begin this new opportunity as 
the Director of Finance for Hen-
ry County Schools,” he said. “I 
have thoroughly enjoyed work-
ing with the students, staff and 
parents of Bassett High School 
and seeing their many suc-
cesses. I am looking forward to 
working with the HCPS finance 
department and all stakehold-
ers to ensure we manage the 
financial resources effectively 
and efficiently to support the 

goals and priorities of our stu-
dents and staff.” 

“Our director of finance plays 
a critical role in ensuring we’re 
able to fund the programs and 
staffing required for students to 
achieve at the highest levels,” 
said Blake-Lewis. “As a veter-
an educator and administrator, 
Mr. Weaver brings a keen un-
derstanding of student and staff 
needs, and I look forward to his 
contributions in this new role.”

Weaver holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in mathematics 
education, as well as a Masters 
in School Administration, both 
from North Carolina State Uni-
versity. He will transition into 
his position as Director of Fi-
nance effective July 1.

Roy “Richie” WeaverCenter to host author, 
book discussion

The Bassett Historical Center 
will host author Joseph Lovell at 
10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, May 21. 
Lovell will discuss his second book 
entitled, “Reflections of Sandy 
Creek.”

“In Reflections of Sandy Creek, 
I share more of my stories about 
life. The simplicity of farm life 
during the 1950’s and 60’s are ex-
plored in this book, but also the 
struggles that accompany all of our 
journeys,” Lovell said. “There is 

something to be learned from read-
ing these stories, something about 
love of family, about faith and in-
tegrity. Something about seeing 
the Father’s hand in all we do and 
realizing it was He that carried us 
through.”

This free program is open to the 
public. It will be held in the Susan 
L. Adkins Memorial Meeting Room. 
Lovell is donating all proceeds from 
book sales after the program to the 
Bassett Historical Center.
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Celebrate all things nature at 
Piedmont Arts’ Earth Day Family Day

There’s no better way to celebrate Earth Day 
than getting outside and nowhere more beau-
tiful than uptown Martinsville. Piedmont Arts 
will be hosting their annual Earth Day Family 
Day in the Gravely-Lester Art Garden on Satur-
day, April 20 starting at 10 a.m. Arts and crafts, 
face painting, snacks, flower planting, and ac-
tivities will be happening all day. This event is 
in partnership with Bee City’s Bee Flight Festi-
val and is being sponsored by Carter Bank and 
Trust. In case of inclement weather, the event 
will move indoors to Piedmont Arts.

The garden will be abuzz with activities in-
cluding:

*The Lynwood Artists and Bull Mountain 

Arts will set up plein air painting in the garden. 
They will have kits available for anyone inter-
ested in trying their hand at nature illustration.

*The Blue Ridge Regional Library will be 
present with pollinator-themed puzzles and ac-
tivities.

*Snacks and juice boxes will be provided by 
Food Lion.

*Join C.D. Prillaman planting pollinator-
friendly flowers on the Pollinator Path from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

*Teen Arts Council will provide arts and 
crafts for kids as well as painting faces.

*Local art vendors and crafters will have ta-
bles set up displaying and selling their wares.

This event is held in partnership with the Bee 
Flight Festival and Bee City will lead a logo de-
signing contest in the Art Garden. Bring your 
best ideas for a bee-centric logo, spend some 
time illustrating it at the table, and enter it for 
a chance to win prizes and possibly have your 
design used by future Bee Flight Festivals.

Piedmont Arts will also be participating in the 
Starling Scavenger Hunt. Grab your clue card 
from any participating organization (the YMCA, 
the Virginia Museum of Natural History, or 
Piedmont Arts) and explore Starling Avenue to 
collect all nine stamps. Once you have collected 
all nine stamps, drop off your card in the lobby 
of Piedmont Arts for a chance to win fun prizes.

Learn to plant native pollinators with C.D. Prillaman 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the Pollinator Path.

Pollinator-themed arts and crafts will be available in 
the Art Garden.

Earth Day Family Day, hosted by Piedmont Arts, will 
be held on Saturday, April 20.

Connecting services, community 
were goals of Summer Resource Fest

By Jessica Dillon
Just Call Granny Ministry, a non-profit 

group that supports families in the area, re-
cently was among those featured in a Summer 
Resource Fair that was held at New College 
Institute (NCI), along with many of the area’s 
community resource groups. 

Other agencies, including the United Way, 
which was promoting Dolly Parton’s Imagina-
tion Library, the Virginia Museum of Natural 
History, which was showing off a corn snake 
ahead of the Reptile Fest on April 19 - 20, and 
the Piedmont Autism Action Group.

Representatives from the Tackfully Teamed 
Riding Academy, Fieldale Pool and others of-
fered families a list of ways to get youngsters 
out of the house for the summer.

Just Call Granny organized the event in 
hopes of raising awareness of the area’s many 
resources, according to Robin Humlan, a vol-
unteer.

“In my heart, I feel that people are getting 
together for positive action, and they are look-
ing for solutions for their community,” Humlan 

said, and distributed food to those who stopped 
by her booth.

Each organization offered informational 
pamphlets, and representatives who provided 
information about the services offered. 

“I never knew how many organizations were 
already established and ready” to help, said 
Humlan, who expressed her wish to connect 
families with resources that can provide sup-
port. 

The fest also won the support of Ben Grave-
ly, vice chairman of the Henry County School 
Board. 

“During the summertime, there are activities 
that go on, we’d love to get the kids involved in 
activities other than sitting at home in front of 
a computer or game, to get them more active,” 
said Gravely.  

In the case of Just Call Granny program, 
which has been working to get the word out 
that it supports gran families or other alter-
native families, Gravely said that throughout 
his career in education, he has witnessed many 
examples of children who live with alternative 

family members.
“They’re raising their grandchild (because) 

mom, dad, for whatever reason chose to make 
poor decisions and are no longer in the house-
hold,” Gravely said. 

The Just Call Granny group presented infor-
mation to city officials at the March 26 Mar-
tinsville City Council meeting. The agency also 
hosts monthly Conversations and Coffee events 
at NCI, and presents a variety of topics such as 
children’s mental health, autism awareness, 
and mentorship programs.

Those events are held from 1 to 2 p.m. on the 
second Monday of each month. The group’s next 
event will be held on May 13 and feature the 
Virginia Harm Reduction Coalition. A transla-
tor is on hand to ensure that Spanish speakers 
get fair access to the information being covered 
at each session. The organization also provides 
brochures and flyers in English and Spanish.

The program is available to help families of 
any type and can help to connect families to re-
sources needed. Speak to a trained volunteer by 
calling (276) 734-3331. 

Robin Humlan serves food at the Summer Resource 
Fest.

Angela Mckissick provides information on autism 
support and awareness.

Teresa Setliff (left to right). Cindy Edwards, and 
Shirley Jones greet visitors to the Summer Resource 
Fair.

Healthy Families West Piedmont Accredited for Quality Service 
Prevent Child Abuse America (PCA America) 

recently announced that Healthy Families West 
Piedmont, a program of Piedmont Community Ser-
vices and affiliate of Healthy Families America, has 
received accreditation as a provider of high quality 
home visiting services to pregnant families and fami-
lies with infants and young children. 

Expectant and new parents often face new stress-
ors and have questions about their child’s develop-
ment. Healthy Families America connects with fami-
lies through community partners like hospitals and 
pediatricians to support parents, meeting within the 
familiarity and convenience of the family’s own home. 
Healthy Families America is an accessible, voluntary 
and well-received service. 

“HFA sites utilize evidence-based best practices 
to provide individualized support to families when 
needed most, and linkages to community services,” 
said Melissa Merrick, President and CEO of PCA 
America. “We congratulate Healthy Families West 
Piedmont, and we commend the staff for their lead-
ership and commitment that has contributed to this 
most notable and highly regarded achievement.” 

The accreditation process is based upon a stringent 

set of 12 critical elements grounded in more than 30 
years of research. The process involves an in-depth 
examination of the site’s operation, as well as the 
quality of the visits made by HFA home visitors. 

“We commend Healthy Families West Piedmont 
for opening itself up to such an intensive review pro-
cess,” said Kathleen Strader, National Director of 
HFA. “We believe that all families and all communi-
ties deserve access to quality home visiting services.” 

The HFA site in Martinsville is located at 3 Dudley 
Street.

“It makes me proud to be working in a program 
that is accredited,” stated Rhonda Fulp, Family Sup-
port Specialist for Healthy Families West Piedmont. 
“This shows that our team takes seriously the role in 
making sure families thrive. I see families progress-
ing as they meet goals, using resources in the com-
munity.” 

One of the mothers served by Healthy Families 
West Piedmont said, “I am so thankful for the home 
visiting program. It has helped me to feel more con-
fident in being a mom. I want to be the best mom to 
my kids and Healthy Families has been a good thing 
for my family. We love Ms. Ginger.” 

One of the primary goals of HFA home visiting is 
to promote nurturing, responsive parent-child rela-
tionships. Home visitors in each community receive 
extensive training on a wide range of topics impor-
tant to just about every new parent. These topics can 
include caring for a new baby, ensuring the baby is 
receiving the nutrition needed, promoting healthy 
child development, and coping with a myriad of other 
potential stresses that may become heightened with 
an addition to the family. 

PCA America implemented the Healthy Families 
America (HFA) initiative in 1992. HFA serves fami-
lies of all ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds, 
meeting the needs of close to 600 communities includ-
ing Martinsville and the Counties of Henry, Patrick 
and Franklin. 

Healthy Families America is an effective and prov-
en evidence-based home visiting program according 
to the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services. 

Representatives of Piedmont Community Services 
said the agency is proud of the accreditation received 
by Healthy Families West Piedmont, and proud to be 
part of a national movement dedicated to improving 
the lives of families and children.
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Gravely tapped to serve as preschool’s 
first School Resource Officer 

Retired Martinsville Police Officer 
Coretha Gravely has been selected 
as Clearview Early Learning Cen-
ter’s first ever School Resource Officer 
(SRO). Gravely’s appointment marks 
a significant milestone for the Mar-
tinsville City Public Schools district, 
completing its goal of having an SRO 
present in every school. 

A true trailblazer, Gravely was the 
first Black woman to join the Mar-
tinsville Police Department when she 
was hired in 1991. She retired from 
full-time duty in 2023 and is returning 
part-time to take on her new role as 
Clearview’s first SRO.

“Officer Gravely is already a very 
familiar face at Clearview through 
her extensive community involvement 
over the years,” said T.J. Slaughter, 

the school division’s director of School 
Safety and Emergency Management. 
“She has participated in countless fam-
ily events and other activities at Clear-
view and other schools in our district. 
We couldn’t be happier to have her on 
board, completing our team of district 
SROs.” 

An active member of the Martinsville 
community, Gravely has dedicated her 
career to connecting with residents and 
working to make the city a better, safer 
place. In her new role as Clearview’s 
SRO, she will help create a secure en-
vironment for the preschool’s students, 
faculty, and staff as part of the district’s 
multi-layered safety system. 

“School resource officers are a criti-
cal and highly visible part of the com-
prehensive security measures we have 

implemented to ensure students and 
staff can learn and work in a safe en-
vironment,” Slaughter added. “While 
many of our safety enhancements oper-
ate behind the scenes to avoid detract-
ing from the learning environment, our 
SROs are on the front lines, building 
relationships with staff and students 
while keeping everyone safe.” 

Thanks to the district’s partnership 
with the Martinsville City Police De-
partment and the Martinsville Sher-
iff’s Office, resource officers have been 
in place in every K-12 building in Mar-
tinsville for nearly a decade. With the 
addition of Officer Gravely, Martins-
ville City Public Schools has success-
fully placed a dedicated SRO in every 
school in the district, a major security 
achievement. Officer Coretha Gravely

Officer Gravely with preschool students at Clearview Early Learning Center

The Martinsville City Public Schools safety team includes (from left): Director of 
School Safety and Emergency Management T.J. Slaughter, Martinsville Middle 
School SRO Officer David Koger, Patrick Henry Elementary SRO Sergeant Anitra 
Huff, Clearview Early Learning Center SRO Officer Coretha Gravely, Albert Harris 
Elementary SRO Master Deputy Dean Comer, and Martinsville High SRO Officer 
Alfredo Huerta.

Mental Health Awareness Month celebrated with garden event

Piedmont Arts will host Virginia Stage Com-
pany’s highly celebrated touring production 
of “Every Brilliant Thing” in honor of Men-
tal Health Awareness Month. This event will 
be held in the Gravely-Lester Art Garden on 
Thursday, May 9. In addition to this beautiful 
and life-affirming production, Piedmont Arts 
will also be hosting a community resource fair 
and a special edition of their Make Some Noise: 
Open Mic Night. The community resource fair 
begins at 5:30 p.m., the open mic begins at 6:30 
p.m., and the performance by Virginia Stage be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. A cash bar will be available. 
Tickets are pay-what-you-can to ensure that the 
arts and mental health resources are accessible 
to all.  Tickets may be reserved by calling Pied-
mont Arts or by going online to PiedmontArts.
org. In case of inclement weather, this event will 
be held indoors at Piedmont Arts.

The community resource fair will begin at 
5:30 p.m. Booths will be set up by numerous 
mental health organizations, food pantries, 

drug and alcohol awareness groups, and vari-
ous other organizations that promote the health 
and well-being of the citizens of Martinsville 
and Henry County. By gathering these groups 
together, Piedmont Arts hopes to make connec-
tions and raise awareness for the many people 
who are working tirelessly for the care of our 
community.

At 6:30 p.m., a special edition of their Make 
Some Noise: Open Mic Night will take place. 
Hosted by local teacher and musician Greg 
Hackenberg, these events seek to amplify and 
celebrate the unique voices and perspectives 
held by our community. Participants will need 
to sign-up early for a five-minute slot where 
they can share their original poetry, music, spo-
ken word, comedy, or any other art form. These 
events are always exciting and expressive.

Finally, at 7:30 p.m., Virginia Stage Compa-
ny will take the stage for their performance of 
“Every Brilliant Thing” by Duncan Macmillan 
and Jonny Donahoe. This powerful story is told 

from the perspective of a single performer. An 
immersive storytelling experience performed 
in the round that blends comedy, improv, and 
audience interaction to tell the story of some-
one growing up in the shadow of their mother’s 
struggle with suicidal depression while learn-
ing to grapple with their own journey.  “Every 
Brilliant Thing” provides a life-affirming jolt of 
humanism, reminding us that hope comes from 
the miracles of life’s minutiae. A talk back will 
be held after the performance for the audience, 
community partners, and performers.

“This event was created to celebrate and hon-
or every individual in Martinsville and Henry 
County by providing access to the arts and to 
organizations that champion mental health and 
well-being,” said Lauren Ellis, programs coordi-
nator at Piedmont Arts. She added, “The root 
of a healthy community is by creating opportu-
nities to gather, celebrate all of the things that 
make us unique, and address where we need 
help, love, and support.”

An event to celebrate Mental Health Awareness 
Month will take place in the Gravely-Lester Art 
Garden on Thursday, May 9.

The Gravely-Lester Art Garden will be the site of this 
community-centric event in honor of Mental Health 
Awareness Month.

Virginia Stage Company’s production of “Every 
Brilliant Thing,” tells the story through comedy, 
improvisation, and audience interaction. (Contributed 
photos)

Work on annex project progresses

Entrance to the 13,000-square-foot annex to the Martinsville-Henry County 
Heritage Center & Museum will be through an enclosed walkway from the Historic 
Henry County Courthouse, being built now. The annex will showcase Native 
American artifacts; antique tools, steam engines, electronics and toy trains; 500 
years of firearms; and a gambling parlor. (Contributed)

Electric lines were being installed Wednesday at the annex. Construction should 
be completed in May, and then it will take several months to get the displays 
established, under the direction of experts from the Virginia Museum of Natural 
History.

Crash investigation is ongoing
The investigation of a two-

vehicle crash which resulted in 
a fatality is ongoing, according 
to a release from the Virginia 
State Police.

The crash occurred on Friday, 
April 12, at 3:48 p.m. on Origi-
nal Henry Road, near Bellwood 
Road in Henry County.

A 1996 Honda Civic was trav-
eling east on Original Henry 
Road when the vehicle crossed 

the center-line and allegedly 
struck a Chevrolet 2500 head-
on, the release stated.

The driver of the Honda was 
identified as Jonathan Lee Ad-
kins, 46, of Ferrum, Va. Mr. Ad-
kins was not wearing his seat-
belt and died at the scene.

The Virginia State Police 
Crash Reconstruction Team 
was called to assist with the 
crash.
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Council previews budget 
at recent meeting

By Jessica Dillon
Martinsville City Manager 

Aretha Ferrell-Benavides present-
ed the first draft of the FY 2024 - 
‘25 annual operating and capital 
budget proposal to the members 
of the Martinsville City Council on 
April 9. 

The theme of this year’s budget 
is “Moving Martinsville towards 
infinite opportunities, and soaring 
for excellence,” Ferrell-Benavides 
said.

The proposed general fund rev-
enue amounts to $37,913,281. The 
overall expected revenue for the 
city is $78,111,656. This proposal 
does not include any grants, which 
would be considered as they are re-
ceived. 

In the proposal, Martinsville City 
Schools would receive $5,542,637, 
with Operations/infrastructure 
proposed at $2,379,520, and 
$8,445,052 for Public Safety. 

“As we started our school fund-
ing, we realized that several years 
we may not have transferred the 
full amount,” said Ferrell-Bena-
vides. To combat this, the school 
system would be placed on a quar-
terly system of transfers. 

Keith Holland, director of Com-
munity Development, discussed 
the readoption of amendments 
to the Nuisance Code Ordinance. 
The amendment was proposed on 
February 13 and adopted at the 
February 27 meeting. Due to an 
internal error, an earlier version of 
the document from November 2022 
was attached. Holland advised the 
board to consider a second reading 
of the current version to place the 
document in the consent agenda, 
and approve it once again to clear 
up the mistake

This amendment covers the ex-
cessive growth of grass and weeds 
on vacated property. Grass that has 
grown more than ten inches when 
eighty feet of the street line. The 
amendment also gives guidelines 
for standing water on property that 
may attract insects, proper garbage 
disposal, and the placement of in-
door furniture and appliances out-
side the home. 

The West Piedmont Planning 
District Commission requested an 
option agreement for seven proper-
ties with Martinsville Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority: 744 Lot 
W. Fayette St Lot 1 & 2, 740 Lot 
W. Fayette St A, B, C, D, 732 Lot 

W. Fayette St E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, 
730 Lot W. Fayette St, 115 Lot Bea-
ver St, 113 Lot Beaver St, and 111 
lot Beaver St. The land would be 
used to build between five and sev-
en homes to increase the amount 
of affordable housing in the city. 
Multiple funding sources would be 
used to complete the project. These 
houses will be exclusively offered to 
homebuyers at or below 80 percent 
of the area’s median income.

No funds for the project have 
been requested from the city. 

Sean Campbell, housing pro-
grams director for the WPPDC, 
explained the main target for af-
fordable housing would be seniors., 
because “there is a lack of senior 
housing in Martinsville.”

The council also heard from the 
Arts & Cultural Committee which 
asked members to consider adopt-
ing a mural and public art policy 
that allows the committee to be 
responsible for proposed art in the 
city and make recommendations 
for placements. 

The issue of the stoplight be-
ing removed was discussed by the 
council.

Aaron Rawls, vice mayor, said he 
has driven through the city since 
the change.

“I think there are two lights 
that have to come back,” he said 
of Church and Bridge streets and 
Main and Bridge streets. Those 
are two intersections where it’s dif-
ficult to see oncoming traffic if ve-
hicles are parked along the side of 
the road. 

Rawls explained that he believes 
tweaks are needed, but Uptown has 
become safer to walk already. The 
traffic control change is still ongo-
ing, and data is being gathered to 
determine the best solution.

Martinsville-Henry County 
Chamber of Commerce also pre-
sented the Grow MHC Awards to 
five local businesses that completed 
the entrepreneurial boot camp. In-
finite Memories and Décor received 
an award of $3,000, What’s Your 
Sign received $4,995, Meek’s Re-
cycling received $7,000, Oakstone 
Health and Nutrition received 
$7,366.25, and Access Therapy re-
ceived $10,000.

In other matters, the council:
*Honored retirees from the first 

quarter.
*Recognized employees who are 

eligible for Service Awards.

Recipients of the Grow Award. (Contributed by the City of Martinsville/ Kendall 
Davis)

Initial unemployment claims 
near double digit increase 

For the week ending April 6, 
2,288 unemployment insurance 
weekly initial claims were filed, 
which is 9.9 percent higher than 
last week’s 2,081 claims and 46.9 
percent higher than the compa-
rable week of last year (1,558), 
according to Virginia Works.  
Nearly 78 percent of claimants 
self-reported an associated in-
dustry; of those reported, the top 
five industries (61 percent) were 
Administrative and Support and 
Waste Management (260); Pro-
fessional, Scientific, and Techni-
cal Services (260); Retail Trade 
(207); Manufacturing (176); and 
Health Care and Social Assis-

tance (166).
Continued weeks claims 

(15,351) were 0.3 percent high-
er than last week (15,302) and 
were 31.4 percent higher than 
the comparable week of last year 
(11,681). Nearly 93 percent of 
claimants self-reported an as-
sociated industry; of those re-
ported, the top five industries 
(57 percent) were Professional, 
Scientific, and Technical Servic-
es (2,242); Administrative and 
Support and Waste Management 
(2,078); Health Care and Social 
Assistance (1,354); Manufactur-
ing (1,293); and Retail Trade 
(1,169).

Proposal seeks to expand 
access to diabetes 

prevention programming
Last week, Sen. Mark R. War-

ner (D-VA) and Sen. Tim Scott 
(R-SC) along with U.S. Reps 
Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) and Diana 
DeGette (D-CO) introduced the 
PREVENT DIABETES Act, bi-
partisan, bicameral legislation 
that would make diabetes pre-
vention care for those on Medi-
care permanent and more ac-
cessible online in order to help 
address widespread disparities 
in access to diabetes care in 
medically underserved com-
munities, including Black and 
Latino communities and rural 
areas.

“As the father of a Type 1 di-
abetic, I know how important 
consistent and reliable care 
is for patients’ health, but too 
many Virginians still struggle 
to get the care they deserve. 
This legislation will save lives 
by expanding access to diabetes 
prevention programs virtually,” 
said Warner. 

“Too many South Carolinians 
in vulnerable communities are 
struggling to manage diabetes,” 
said Sen. Scott. “Our bill aims 
to expand access to life-saving 
healthcare options by opening 
the door to virtual suppliers. 
We can and must ensure every-
one in the Palmetto State—re-
gardless of race, background, or 
zip code—has the support they 
deserve to manage their health-
care needs.”  

“Tens of millions of Americans 
live with either diabetes or pre-
diabetes,” said Rep. DeGette, 
Co-Chair of the Congressional 
Diabetes Caucus. “Taking on 
diabetes requires a compre-
hensive approach to stopping 
type 2 diabetes before its onset. 
Our bill makes CDC-recognized 
diabetes prevention programs 
more accessible to Medicare 
beneficiaries at risk of diabe-
tes, particularly those in rural 
areas and others who may not 
be able to attend an in-person 
diabetes prevention program. 

With a growing number of pa-
tients opting for virtual care, 
our PREVENT DIABETES Act 
will help more Americans learn 
about how they can avoid this 
disease.”

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), there is a higher preva-
lence of diabetes within minor-
ity populations. Diabetes affects 
16.4% of Black adults, 14.9% 
percent of Asian adults, and 
14.7% of Latino adults, com-
pared to 11.9% of white adults. 
To expand access to diabetes 
prevention programs, the PRE-
VENT DIABETES Act would 
make permanent the Medicare 
Diabetes Prevention Program 
(MDPP), which is currently a 
demonstration program. The 
MDPP leverages evidence-based 
interventions to prevent the full 
onset of Type 2 diabetes in at-
risk Medicare beneficiaries. The 
legislation would also make the 
program more accessible by al-
lowing virtual suppliers to par-
ticipate. 

In October 2019, Warner and 
Scott wrote to then-U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar 
urging him to expand the pro-
gram by administrative action. 
The senators wrote another let-
ter in April of 2020, requesting 
that beneficiaries be allowed to 
access the program via a virtual 
platform during the COVID-19 
pandemic. HHS temporarily al-
lowed individuals to access the 
program via a virtual platform, 
but this administrative change 
still excludes a number of pro-
viders and does not ensure long-
term access to a virtual benefit. 

As part of their efforts to craft 
a framework of solutions, War-
ner and Scott introduced the 
PREVENT DIABETES Act in 
2020 and again in 2021. Com-
panion legislation in the House 
of Representatives is led by 
Reps. Bilirakis and DeGette.

Smith discussed election bid
By Taylor Boyd
Senate candidate Chuck Smith re-

cently attended a local GOP event to 
meet potential voters in his bid to oust 
incumbent Sen. Tim Kaine in the No-
vember election.

Smith, of Virginia Beach, said the 
Republican Party is facing critical 
mass.

“It’s no longer the games that can-
didates like to play. It’s no longer the 
games that the workers of the cam-
paigns like to play. We got to get this 
one right,” he said.

Smith believes this election is about 
four things: courage, integrity, loyalty, 
and experience.

“Our guys, our Republicans, have 
to have courage. We got to stop being 
weak in the knees,” Smith said, add-
ing that Republicans also must have 
the integrity to do what they say, and 
never side with the Democrats on crit-
ical issues that affect the foundation 
of the Republican Party.

“Loyalty to the Republican Party. 
We have no loyalty to the Democratic 
Party, we have no loyalty to the inde-
pendents,” he said, adding an experi-
enced candidate also must run in the 
election.

He joined the United States Marine 
Corps in 1970 during the height of the 
Vietnam War.

“One out of three soldiers were com-
ing home in body bags. A lot of our 

guys were coming home in body bags, 
a terrible time,” he said. “Some young 
people tell stories about courage and 
the candidates you work for. Let’s not 
get it confused, courage is courage.”

Smith said he is the only Marine - a 
retired Navy JAG Commander with 
26 years of combined service – among 
the nine people in the race to face 
Kaine,

“There’s only one person who’s the 
former chairman of the largest Repub-
lican Party sitting committee in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. There’s 
only one person in this whole race 
who has practiced law, not just longer 
than every other person running in 
this race, but longer than Tim Kaine,” 
he said.

Smith, who was raised in a church 
by his grandmother, said he believes 
in America, “the founding fathers, 
God Almighty, and We the People. 

“It’s precisely because I believe you 
can count on me to stand for America, 
stand for Virginia, and stand by the 
grace of God, come hell or high water 
no matter what, stand and endorse 
Donald J. Trump as the next presi-
dent of the United States of America 
and never let him down, so help me 
God,” he said.

Smith stressed he’s not a weak, es-
tablishment politician. A pro-life, child 
safety, and school choice, supporter, 
Smith also supports the concept of 

Make America Great Again (MAGA).
“Automatically anti-Democrat and 

a card-carrying, gun-toting one hun-
dred percent unapologetic supporter 
of the second amendment to the Unit-
ed States Constitution, our military, 
and our men and women in blue,” he 
said.

Smith also wants to take care of vet-
erans, rebuild America’s infrastruc-
ture, and become energy independent. 
He plans to protect families by fight-
ing “wokeism and cultural Marxism, 
stopping transgenderism, and fixing 
schools.

“Unlike the weak establishment 
Republicans who have constantly 
failed to win a United States Senate 
seat in over 20 years, the only way to 
win back Virginia is for a true, Popu-
list conservative to mobilize the old 
dominion voters on issues they’re con-
cerned about,” he said.

Smith said these include American 
jobs, secure borders, a strong military, 
and no more pointless foreign wars.

“Instead of pointless foreign wars, 
why don’t we stop the influx of ille-
gal immigration, fentanyl trafficking, 
drug trafficking, human trafficking, 
sex trafficking across our Southern 
border,” he said. “Instead of funding 
foreign wars, why don’t we enshrine 
election integrity on election day and 
get rid of absentee balloting and mail-
in balloting.”

Representatives from the Gwendo-
lyn “Gwen” Hickman and Scott Par-
kinson campaigns also attended the 
committee meeting and spoke about 
their candidates.

Senate candidate Chuck Smith.
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“This is one of the best school systems in 
the state of Virginia,” said Palmer.

Garrett Dillard, of the Iriswood District, 
asked County Administrator Dale Wagoner 
about providing additional funding for the 
schools.

“What would be the reasons we wouldn’t 
have gone further to give the school what 
they requested,” Dillard asked. 

Wagoner said the county must balance 
the other departments “Every dollar in 
this budget is important to someone. It be-
comes a very delicate balance in determin-
ing where the dollars go. 

“Our community couldn’t stand a tax in-
crease at this time,” he said. “I felt that the 
budget presented in this document accom-
plishes all of those goals without raising 
taxes.”

Reed Creek District Supervisor Dr. Pam 
Cobler asked for clarification about the $90 
million dollars the county has in reserve. 

“A lot of the citizens and the general pub-
lic look at the county bank account and say, 
‘well, they have $90 million in the bank,’” 
she said.

Wagoner explained that some of those 
funds have already been committed.

“At the end of the fiscal year, you have 
more than $60 million of that committed,” 
Wagoner said while comparing commit-
ments to pending orders in a regular bank 
account. The county also has to manage its 
finances to obtain better rates if and when 
it needs to borrow money for projects. 

Cobler said, “We should get a megaphone 
and stand on top of the buildings, on top of 
the administration building, on top of NCI, 
on the top of the schools, and say we have 

some of the greatest schools in Virginia. 
We do have comparable teacher salaries. 
We are not broke in Henry County.” 

Many parents of students who attend 
Carlisle School rallied to ask the board to 
consider giving additional funds to help 
the school access another School Resource 
Officer (SRO). 

The county currently has no funding 
earmarked for the private school, but rep-
resentatives asked the board to consider 
giving additional funds to help the school 
access another School Resource Officer 
(SRO).

“As a (county) taxpayer, I would never 
think that public funds should go for pri-
vate education,” Matthew McKinney, a 
Carlisle School board member, said. “That’s 
a non-starter as a taxpayer. We’re not ask-
ing you to educate our kids. We are asking 
you to keep them safe.”

He added the school must take funds 
“from education and provide safety for our 
school.”

Debra Buchanan, of the Horsepasture 
District, inquired about the number of 
county students that attend the school.

Head of School Beth Gammons explained 
that Carlisle currently has 320 students, 
130 of which are from Henry County.

Buchanan asked Sheriff Wayne Davis to 
clarify the current pay arrangement for the 
SRO at Carlisle School. 

“The same contract that we did with the 
county elementary schools, we did with 
Carlisle,” Davis said, and explained that 
Carlisle is currently paying the officers $35 
an hour for the time they spend on school 
grounds, the same rate that county elemen-

tary resource officers get paid. This cost 
the school more than $43,000 annually. 

A police car was recently provided to the 
school by the sheriff’s office to further en-
hance school safety, Davis said.

“Are you for-profit or non-profit,” Bu-
chanan asked about the school, and she 
wondered about the amount of real estate 
taxes the school pays to the county. 

“Carlisle is a federal 501-3c non-profit 
private education institution, and the best 
information I can get is that they do not 
pay taxes on real estate,” Wagoner said.

“Has anything been asked of the Pittsyl-
vania County Board of Supervisors or the 
Martinsville City Council to share in pay-
ing the resource office,” Joe Bryant, of the 
Collinsville District, asked. “It looks like 
the vast majority of the students are com-
ing from other areas.” 

Noting that Carlisle is situated in the 
county, an audience member said, “that 
would be who would respond to a call” in 
the event of a tragedy. 

Carlisle representatives said the school 
has not sought funding from other areas, 
such as the City of Martinsville or Pittsyl-
vania County.  

“There’s nothing more important to me at 
the end of the day than to know our stu-
dents are safe and secure, and no harm has 
come to them, the same we want for all our 
children,” Gammons said. “This need for an 
SRO to continue for our school is not about 
Carlisle School, it’s about Henry County 
children. That’s all it’s about.”  

The board will consider adoption of the 
budget at its 3 p.m. meeting on Tuesday, 
April 23.

Parker
(cont. from page 1)

Budget
(cont. from page 1)

Phillips
(cont. from page 1)

to, but they certainly don’t answer to the 
public and it looks like they don’t answer 
to Congress either, so I’m not sure what 
they do,” he said. “The Federal Trade Com-
mission stands for ‘F’ the Consumer or For-
get the Complaint, take your pick for an 
acronym or an explanation.”

The FTC, Parker said, is supposed to pro-
tect the public from companies like Face-
book and Google which knowingly violate 
their own terms of service.

“With Congress being as somewhat im-
potent as they are, I’m not sure what the 
outcome’s going to be,” Parker said. “The 
people that are helping me and working 
with me are still going to keep pushing 
this, but I don’t know. The outcome is sort 
of unknown at this point.”

While Parker wants to be optimistic, he 
said it’s hard given what he’s experienced 
in the past five years since he testified be-
fore the Senate Judiciary Committee on 
this subject.

There have been several hearings on 

this subject, with one of the more famous 
ones involving Frances Haugen, a Face-
book whistleblower, “who essentially vali-
dated everything I’ve been saying over the 
years,” Parker said.

Additionally, he added this type of vio-
lent content is often monetized, which may 
benefit the company. 

“Unfortunately, because of Section 230 
they have complete immunity from any 
kind of liability. So, there’s no incentive 
for them to do anything,” Parker said. 
“You would think it would be incentive for 
the Federal Trade Commission to do some-
thing, but I’m not so sure they’ve got any 
incentive either.”

The Congressional Research Service 
(CRS), Section 230 of the Communications 
Act of 1934 “provides limited federal im-
munity to providers and users of interac-
tive computer services. That statue gen-
erally precludes providers and users from 
being held liable for information provided 
by another person, but does not prevent 

them from being held legally responsible 
for information that they have developed 
or for activities unrelated to third-party 
content.”

Ultimately, Parker believes the only way 
people are going to be able to reign in the 
social media platforms is to amend or re-
move Section 230.

An attorney Parker’s worked with from 
New York who’s had limited success said 
the only way to stop this type of stuff is 
for people like Parker that have been in-
jured to “sue the living shit out of these 
platforms. And if you do it, they’ll stop it.”

Parker said if there were lawsuits, com-
panies likely would cease “this dangerous 
behavior and abuse.”

Despite it being almost eight years since 
his daughter’s death, Parker said he’s not 
going to give up.

“I’m going to keep fighting for as long as 
it takes because Alison would expect noth-
ing less,” he said.

scores 375-399 range on the Standards 
of Learning shall be eligible to retake an 
expedited retake and then still be offered 
what they call intervention services,” he 
said.

Phillips was asked to bring this bill to the 
General Assembly by the Virginia School 
Board Association (VSBA) and various oth-
er school agencies.

The second among his approved bills was 
HB1511, which focuses on the City of Mar-
tinsville’s Charter change about reversion. 

“Basically, it got rid of the sunset pro-
vision from the prior bill,” he said. Del. 
“Danny Marshall in the House and (Sen.) 
Bill Stanley in the Senate in 2022 brought 
a bill forward and that bill basically said 
before the city could revert, that they 
would have to have a citizen referendum, 
and the people of Martinsville would vote 
on one simple question, and the question 
was shall the City of Martinsville become 
a town.”

Phillips said that bill included a so-called 
sunset provision, or expiration date, and it 
was scheduled to expire in 2026.

“What my bill did was get rid of the sun-
set provision, so from now on it’s actually 
in the city charter that if they ever want to 
revert from a city to a town, they have to 
have a referendum,” he said.

Phillips said his bill does not keep Mar-
tinsville from reverting to a town, it just 
says the citizens have to agree to it before 
it occurs.

The other bill was HB1512, which up-
dates some of the language in Martins-
ville’s city charter.

Phillips said any charter change for a city 
must go through the General Assembly.

“This one simply changed their charter to 
allow them a different way to give notice of 
special meetings. In other words, it doesn’t 
have to be a paper copy. It could be through 

an email or electronic means, which obvi-
ously is the way most people communicate 
now,” he said.

Secondly, the bill provides for compensa-
tion to council members to be in accordance 
with general law.

“The way they are paid now apparently 
is per meeting. That’s actually not in ac-
cordance with general law in the Common-
wealth anymore, so this changes the way 
they’re paid. It doesn’t mean that they are 
gonna get a pay raise, all it does it make us 
legal,” he said.

Phillips said the bill also provides for ac-
tion by resolution to make the appropria-
tions for indebtedness. 

“So basically, it changes the language 
around the city being able to issue bonds 
or take on debt,” he said.

The bill also requires the city manager to 
become a resident of the city or live within 
a certain distance of the city.

Phillips said the two city charter bills 
were requested by the Martinsville City 
Council.

“They asked for these things. The Mar-
tinsville City Charter hasn’t really been 
changed or amended since 1952, which is 
a long time. Obviously, a lot’s changed in 
the past 70 years,” he said with a chuckle. 

Phillips’ budget amendments that were 
passed include funds for a library remodel 
in Gretna.

“We got, Bill Stanley and I along with 
Del. Carr, got the second-year funding in 
the budget for the New College Institute 
(NCI), which was a big win for our area,” 
he said.

A budget amendment for funding Mayo 
River State Park in Henry County was not 
passed.

Phillips said one of the biggest things he 
learned during session was, “I think that 
everyone there really wants to move the 

Commonwealth forward, we just have very 
different ideas about how you do that and 
what that looks like.”

However, his number one take away is 
the perceived and strong Republican-Dem-
ocrat divide.

“The number one thing in Richmond, to 
the detriment to our area quite honestly, 
is the divide between rural and urban com-
munities. We’re of course in the rural ar-
eas and folks in the urban areas frankly 
don’t understand our culture, they don’t 
understand our economy, they don’t re-
ally understand all of our needs because 
they’re so different in Martinsville or Cha-
tham than what they are in Fairfax or Al-
exandria,” he said.

When one looks at urban Virginia’s in-
frastructure and cost of living versus rural 
Virginia, Phillips said there are really two 
Virginias, and “a lot of the divide, frankly, 
is that. So, that’s an uphill battle for us 
here in rural Virginia to fight for our fair 
share.”

Phillips said this is one of the reasons he 
sought the 48th District House seat in the 
first place.

“I’m a huge advocate. Of course, I live 
here, and I represent these people, but 
I’m huge advocate for rural Virginia. You 
know, we shouldn’t have to be subject to 
the whims of Northern Virginia and Tide-
water and Richmond,” he said.

Phillips said he’s excited about next 
year’s session, especially as delegates can 
begin working on their legislation now for 
next year. 

“Now, I’ll actually have the time to really 
introduce a lot of legislation that, one I’m 
passionate about, and two, that just helps 
our people in their everyday life. A lot of 
legislation that’s super beneficial,” he said.

See more at www.henrycountyenterprise.com
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Most firearm regulation measures meet veto pen roadblock

By Vali Jamal
Capital News Service
Democrats delivered on their cam-

paign promises to introduce gun 
safety measures if they won control in 
the state General Assembly, although 
most bills did not pass the desk of Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin.

Youngkin vetoed over 30 bills relat-
ed to the regulation of firearms, some 
duplicates from both chambers. The 
bills included measures to institute a 
waiting period, raise the purchase age, 
regulate concealed carry and a total 
ban on assault weapons.

Democrats promised and delivered 
in the sense that they advanced the 
bills to Youngkin’s desk, according to 
Alex Keena, an associate professor of 
political science at Virginia Common-
wealth University.

“Even if the governor vetoed the leg-
islation, it still is a ‘win’ for the Demo-
crats because the governor is vetoing 
legislation that a majority of the pub-
lic supports,” Keena stated. “Which 
makes the Republicans look bad and 
the Democrats look good.

Youngkin amended six firearm-
related bills that he said “will make it 
harder for criminals to use guns in the 
commission of a violent act.”

He signed four that he said were bi-
partisan, “commonsense reforms.”

Two identical bills punish parents 
who let their children possess a firearm 
if they had been previously warned by 
school officials that their child poses a 
threat to themselves or others.

The other two identical bills ban 
auto sears, a device that allows a 
semi-automatic firearm to shoot au-
tomatically more than one shot, with-
out manual reloading. This brings the 
state into alignment with federal law.

“So in that regard, they were able to 
move the needle (so to speak) by get-
ting the governor to approve reason-
able gun safety measures with broad 
popular appeal,” Keena stated.

Virginians want more gun poli-
cy, Democrats say

Sen. Saddam Azlan Salim, D-Fair-
fax, sponsored multiple pieces of gun 
legislation throughout the session, 
many of which were vetoed by the gov-
ernor.

Democrats pushed firearm legisla-
tion because their constituents often 
brought up “gun violence prevention” 
as a top issue, according to Salim.

“Right now kids have to go through 
active shooter drills, where no one in 
this General Assembly has had to do 
that when they were in school,” Sa-
lim said. “So how do we tell a parent, 
‘hey it’s just a drill,’ and we’re doing 
the drill knowing that there could be 
an incident that could happen in the 
future?”

Youngkin’s veto sends a message to 
Virginians that he doesn’t care about 
what the majority wants, Salim said.

Virginians have the most consensus 
around creating criminal penalties for 
gun owners if their firearms are used 
by minors in a crime, and requiring 
gun owners to lock up firearms if chil-
dren are in the home, according to a 
January survey by The Wason Center.

A slight majority support banning 
assault-style weapons, and oppose al-
lowing teachers to carry guns in K-12 
schools.

Salim introduced Senate Bill 327 to 
raise the minimum age to purchase a 
gun to 21. The bill passed in a party-
line vote in the Senate. One House Re-
publican legislator, Del. Carrie Coyner 
from Chesterfield, supported the bill.

Youngkin also vetoed SB 491, intro-
duced by Sen. Jennifer Carroll Foy, D-
Woodbridge.

Her bill held the firearm industry 
liable if guns were sold to someone 
who the sellers could have “reasonable 
cause” to assume might use a firearm 
in a crime, or who is prohibited by law 
from owning a firearm.

Carroll Foy cited gun violence as a 
major issue for her constituents.

“We knock on doors and we hear 
from constituents that their top con-
cerns are mass shootings, and their 

top concerns are the increase of the 
use of guns by minors, by people who 
are mentally ill, by people who are a 
danger to themselves and others,” 
Carroll Foy said. “We listen to those 
concerns.”

Democrats put forth “commonsense” 
safety measures, according to Carroll 
Foy.

“While I understand the Republican 
response is ‘the answer to guns is more 
guns,’ we know that’s faulty thinking,” 
Carroll Foy said. “It is a fallacy to be-
lieve that more guns is the answer to 
gun violence in this country.”

Philosophical differences be-
tween parties

Democrats passed a number of gun 
control measures while in control of 
both chambers for two years under for-
mer Democratic Gov. Ralph Northam, 
according to Carroll Foy.

This included background checks, 
purchase limits, locality regulation of 
firearms on government property and 
a red flag law that prevents purchase 
or possession of a firearm by those 
deemed to be a danger to themselves 
or others.

“We philosophically disagree with 
Republicans, whose platform on gun 
safety reform is to do nothing,” Carroll 
Foy said.

Youngkin cited the constitution and 
protection of the rights of law-abiding 
citizens as reasons for his vetoes.

Senate Minority Leader Ryan Mc-
Dougle, R-Hanover, said the funda-
mental difference between the parties 
is whether to focus on guns or criminal 
activity.

“Republicans, for the most part, 
believe that the Second Amendment 
is a constitutional amendment and 
there should not be the effort to just 
take guns from law-abiding citizens,” 
McDougle said. “The focus should be 
on making sure that the community 
is protected from people that have 

proven they are not willing to follow 
the law.”

Gun rights advocates back 
Youngkin

National Rifle Association execu-
tive director Randy Kozuch praised 
Youngkin’s vetos of “ill-conceived” gun 
control bills.

“His refusal to bow to unconstitu-
tional overreach — stopping wide-
spread bans on semi-automatic fire-
arms, blocking ill-conceived laws like 
arbitrary waiting periods, and unjust 
age restrictions — underscores his 
fierce commitment to safeguarding our 
fundamental rights,” Kozuch stated.

Philip Van Cleave is president of the 
Virginia Citizens Defense League, an 
organization that lobbies on behalf of 
gun owners. Van Cleave opposed most 
of the measures Democrats supported 
and said they were not aimed at crimi-
nals, but at people like him.

“The vast majority of the Republi-
cans understood the issues, that these 
bills were bad, that they wouldn’t low-
er crime, that they would only make 
it harder on good people,” Van Cleave 
said. “They did everything they could 
do.”

The governor “did an excellent job” 
with the vetoes, Van Cleave said.

Van Cleave’s organization originally 
opposed two bills that the governor 
signed, because they “overreached.”

“But they were narrowed down by 
the time they got to the governor,” 
Van Cleave said. “We were neutral on 
them.”

The General Assembly will recon-
vene on April 17 to review and vote on 
the governor’s changes and vetoes.

Capital News Service is a program of 
Virginia Commonwealth University’s 
Robertson School of Media and Cul-
ture. Students in the program provide 
state government coverage for a variety 
of media outlets in Virginia.

An estimated 22,000 gun rights advocates crowded the Capitol to protest proposed 
gun legislation on Jan. 20, 2020. All streets surrounding the Capitol were close to 
traffic and filled with law enforcement. No firearms were allowed on the grounds. 
(Photo by Jeffrey Knight.)

Gun show attendees browse the selection at the Sunday, March 25, 2018 gun 
show. A majority of vendors own retail stores around Virginia and traveled to 
the Richmond show with a smaller selection to sell. (Photo by Erin Edgerton)

Spend Earth Day at one of 
Virginia’s 42 state parks

In recognition of Earth Day, 
Virginia State Parks are hosting 
more than 50 events to celebrate 
and preserve the natural won-
ders of the commonwealth. From 
educational programs to hands-
on conservation efforts, the parks 
invite visitors of all ages to join 
in honoring our planet and tak-
ing action for a sustainable fu-
ture. 

“We believe that Earth Day is 
not just a day to celebrate, but it’s 
also a day to act,” said Virginia 
State Parks Director Dr. Melissa 
Baker. “Our goal is to empower 
individuals to make a positive 
impact on the environment, both 
within our parks and beyond. By 
coming together as a community, 
we can create lasting change for 
the betterment of our planet.” 

With a mission to conserve 

and protect Virginia’s natural 
resources, Virginia State Parks 
have long been at the forefront of 
environmental stewardship. On 
Earth Day, they reaffirm their 
commitment to conservation 
through a range of engaging ac-
tivities and initiatives. 

From April 20 through April 
28, visitors can participate in a 
variety of Earth Day service proj-
ects, including trail cleanups, in-
vasive plant removal, seed and 
tree planting, and bird box build-
ing. Additionally, educational 
programs will be offered to raise 
awareness about environmental 
issues and inspire visitors to take 
action in their communities. 

There will be something for ev-
eryone this Earth Day at Virginia 
State Parks. To learn more, go to 
virginiastateparks.gov/earthday. 

Volunteers at Caledon State Park

Young and beginning 
farmers tackle obstacles 
to securing their future  
Recent survey findings reveal a new 

generation of farmers answering the call 
to provide healthy food, preserve the land 
and cultivate community well-being, but 
myriad challenges stand in the way of 
their success.

Today’s beginning and young farm-
ers face obstacles like student loan debt, 
climate change, immigration issues, and 
access to land, capital, affordable housing 
and federal programs, according to the 
2022 National Young Farmers Coalition 
Survey.

Tackling start-up challenges alone can 
be “overwhelming,” as first-generation 
farmer Swathi Gaddam learned after 
leaving a career in information technol-
ogy to pursue her calling.

Enrolling in the Northern Piedmont 
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Program 
at the Fauquier Education Farm was 
“life-changing” for Gaddam. The program 
offers two multi-week courses for those 
who are new to farming or just dreaming 
of starting a farm.

The program is part of the Virginia 
Beginning Farmer & Rancher Coalition, 
which aims to improve opportunities for 
beginning farmers to establish and sus-
tain viable agricultural operations and 
communities.

Gaddam has continued learning 
through Fauquier Education Farm’s 
New Farmer Incubator Program. This 
course sets up participants for success 
with ongoing mentorship, hands-on ex-
perience with onsite plots and direct sale 
opportunities at the Warrenton Farmers 
Market. It also helps participants devel-
op sustainable business plans.

The VSU Small Farm Outreach Pro-
gram features a beginning farmer pro-
gram with a similar holistic approach.

Roger and Amanda Weakley-Scott, 
the 2021 Virginia Farm Bureau Federa-
tion Young Farmers Achievement Award 

winners, had to “scrounge up lots of capi-
tal” when starting their now-multiple 
farm enterprises.

“And navigating the ‘alphabet soup’ of 
resources online can get overwhelming 
fast,” Amanda noted.

She recommends first writing up a 
business plan and then sitting down with 
Virginia Foundation for Agriculture, In-
novation and Rural Sustainability to 
identify opportunities for grant funding. 
She also recommends meeting with an 
accountant and attorney to help navigate 
the set-up process.

The Scotts utilized U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Farm Service Agency loans, 
but issues with timeliness can be pro-
hibitive—especially for those looking to 
secure land.

Amanda said land seekers should use 
the Virginia Farm Link Program to con-
nect with retiring farmers and landown-
ers.

“We’ve got new threats to prime farm-
land and agriculture’s future all the 
time—it seems like there’s a new battle 
to fight every month,” remarked Pam 
Jones, chair of the Loudoun County 
Young Farmers Committee.

The committee received national rec-
ognition for voicing concerns to county 
leaders about overdevelopment and un-
der-regulation.

According to the most-recent U.S. Cen-
sus of Agriculture, almost 11,000 farm 
acres in Loudoun County and half a mil-
lion statewide were lost between 2017 
and 2022.

Loudoun’s Young Farmers continue 
to push for a purchase of development 
rights program, protection for prime ag-
ricultural soils when cluster subdivisions 
are proposed, and programs for area be-
ginning farmers.

See more in Virginia Farm Bureau 
News magazine at bit.ly/4cUlLLa.
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New Space for Outdoor Learning on Smith Opens
The Dan River Basin 

Association announced 
that the final phase of 
the Eastman Smith 
River Eco-Learning 
Station, an outdoor 
learning space installed 
along the Smith River 
at the Great Road Ac-
cess in Fieldale, is com-
plete. This project was 
generously sponsored 
by Eastman Perfor-
mance Films and the 
Department of Forestry 
Urban and Community 
Forestry Grant Pro-
gram. 

Completed in two 
phases, this site will 
provide a site for hun-
dreds of regional stu-
dents to experience 
learning outside of their 
normal classroom set-
ting. Studies show that 
field study can help 
youth excel in STEAM 
and drive community 
environmental initia-
tives. Students will 
have the opportunity 
to participate in wa-
ter quality monitoring, 
learn about riparian 
buffers and Virginia 
watersheds.

“At Eastman, we val-
ue our community partners, and we 
know that investing in STEM educa-
tion is an investment in our future 
workforce. We also take our commit-
ment to environmental stewardship 
and operating responsibly very seri-
ously,” said Amanda Allman, East-
man Corporate Communications. 
“This project brings together those 
values and commitments in a tangi-
ble way, and we are incredibly proud 
to be part of Eastman Smith River 
Eco-Learning Station. We are excited 
to see the eco-learning station come to 
fruition and our local students enjoy-
ing hands-on learning through this 
unique experience.”

The first phase of the project was 
completed in 2019 and included a 
ground level boardwalk and educa-
tional signage. The final phase is now 
complete and includes a pavilion, in-
terpretive signage and a fishing line 
collection bin.

Located near a flood plain, the new 
pavilion is open-air concept with a 
metal roof. The educational signage 
was selected with input from local 
teachers and includes the Smith Riv-
er Ecosystem, Water Cycle, Life of the 
River, and the Importance of Ripar-
ian Buffers. Accessories in the shelter 
include a work table in the middle to 
allow for hands-on activities such as 
water quality testing.

“The Eco-Learning Station is an ex-
cellent opportunity for our students 
and visitors to enhance their learning 
and appreciation for the environment 
through field study along the beauti-
ful Smith River,” said Henry County 
Administrator Dale Wagoner. “This 
investment demonstrates a commit-
ment to education, recreation, and 
environmental stewardship. We are 
grateful to our many community 
partners who had a hand in complet-
ing this project.”

The pavilion will primarily be used 
for educational purposes and open for 
local teachers and schools in Martins-
ville/Henry County to use on a first 
come, first serve basis. In addition to 
an outdoor learning space for region-
al students, the site will also provide 
outdoor space for visitors and a site 
for Citizen Water Quality Monitoring 
of the river.

“DRBA hosts hundreds of students 
annually at the Great Road River Ac-
cess through the Trout in the Class-
room program,” says Krista Hodges, 
Education Outreach Manager. “Stu-
dents release trout fingerlings every 
spring into the Smith River while 
learning about the importance of 
water quality, river ecology, conser-
vation and the life cycle of the trout 
through this hands-on environmen-
tal education program. We look for-
ward to working with students from 
around the basin at the new outdoor 
classroom.”

The Great Road River Access is 

owned and maintained 
by Henry County Parks 
and Recreation.

“The Eastman Eco 
Learning Station is a 
great addition to our 
parks system and the 
Great Road River Access 
Area. This station will 
allow various organiza-
tions and schools that 
we partner with to be 
able to offer educational 
and environmental pro-
grams and activities for 
all ages”, said Roger Ad-
ams, director of Henry 
County Parks and Rec-
reation. “We are thank-
ful to Eastman and the 
Virginia Department 
of Forestry for funding 
this and for the Dan 
River Basin Association 
spearheading this.”

DRBA is currently 
looking at phase three 
of the project which will 
add to the features of 
the outdoor classroom.

“The Virginia De-
partment of Forestry 
is pleased to be able to 
support the completion 
of this outdoor class-
room, and we look for-
ward to any opportuni-
ties to work with the 

Dan River Basin Association in this 
new space,” said Bill Sweeney, Wa-
tershed Specialist of the VA Depart-
ment of Forestry.

DRBA expressed gratitude to East-
man and the VA Department of For-
estry for funding this resource to sup-
port environmental education in the 
Dan River basin.

DRBA is an environmental non-
profit that protects the region’s natu-
ral assets such as the Dan River and 
its tributaries. The agency is working 
to promote tourism as well as healthy 
lifestyles. DRBA assists localities in 
creating community parks, trails and 
access to local rivers and streams. 
Our mission is to protect and promote 
the Dan River Basin through recre-
ation, education and stewardship.

Visit www.danriver.org to learn 
more about protecting and conserv-
ing our local natural resources and 
how you can get involved in your com-
munity.

A ribbon cutting for Smith River Eco-Learning Station was recently held. From left to right - Bill Sweeney, 
Regina Flora, Kristoff Lievens, John Edwards, Tanya Foreman, Jim Adams, Krista Hodges, Benny Luther, Dale 
Wagoner, Daniel Reynolds. (By Dan River Basin Association)

Member FDIC

American National Bank will become 
Atlantic Union Bank. And that means 
more branches and ATMs for you or  
your business, plus an award-winning 
bank with great products and digital 
tools. It’s a convenient way to bank,  
all with caring, knowledgeable service.

Starting May 27, stop by a branch  
or visit AtlanticUnionBank.com to  

set up an appointment.

Exciting things  
coming May 27.

will become

April 20, 2024
10am to 4pm

Entertainment for the Day
• ValleyStar Credit Union Cruise-In • Pig Pattie Bingo • Visit 
Martinsville BARNIVAL: Children’s Activities • Craft & Vendor 

Booths • Live Music and Performances • And More!!!

HANDICAP PARKING & SHUTTLE SERVICE PROVIDED 

Menu:
• Food available in Alumni Hall Starting at 10:30am 

• BBQ and Slaw Tubs To-Go • BBQ Plates (includes slaw, 
baked beans, and roll) • BBQ Sandwiches • Kid’s Meal (Hot-

dog, chips, and drink) • Homemade Desserts 
• Chicken BBQ Sandwiches Available Upon Request

CASH ONLY

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

Silver Sponsors: • A+ Lawn Care • Bassett Office Supply • Connect Health & 
Wellness • Debra Buchanan • DeShazo Oil Co. • Harrison Toms • James 

River Equipment • Jennings Creek Farm • Martinsville Engraving • Mountain 
Valley Brewing • Nelson Family Auto • Old Country Store • Perry Farms • 

Sarver Cleaning Services • WoodmenLife 
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SPECTRUM
The full

SPECTRUM of
Musculoskeletal services in
an integrated system...
offering the FUTURE of

Healthcare today.

• ORTHOPEDICS

• RHEUMATOLOGY

• PAIN MANAGEMENT

• FAMILY MEDICINE

• SPINE CARE

• CLINICAL RESEARCH

• SPORTS MEDICINE OUTREACH

• PHYSICAL THERAPY

SAME DAY
X-RAYS
• WALK-INS ACCEPTED
• SHORTER WAIT TIMES
• CASH PAY OPTION AVAILABLE

NO REFERRAL NEEDED
UNLESS REQUIRED BY INSURANCE

MONDAY - FRIDAY 08:00 AM - 4:30 PM

2 CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

DANVILLE
109 Bridge Street • 4th Floor
434-793-4711

MARTINSVILLE
1075 Spruce Street
276-790-3233

ORTHOPEDIC WALK-INS ACCEPTED

Meet Our
Providers

STEPHEN M.C. ERNST, M.D.Dr. Stephen Ernst joined the Spectrum Medical team in July 2023. After
growing up in Charlottesville, he attended the University of Virginia. He
graduated with honors with degrees in biology and neuroscience before
continuing at the University of Virginia School of Medicine. He completed
his orthopaedic residency at the University of Texas Health Science Center
at San Antonio and developed an interest in upper extremity surgery.
He pursued that passion with a fellowship in adult shoulder and elbow
reconstruction at the prestigious Cedar-Sinai Kerlan-Jobe Orthopaedic
Institute in Los Angeles, where the Tommy John procedure was invented.
His fellowship specialized in the use of computer-based 3D implant
planning and patient-speci�c surgery for shoulder replacements. He also
received upper extremity sports medicine and fracture training while
taking care of patients ranging from professional athletes and competitive
bodybuilders to �rst responders and movie stunt performers.
Dr. Ernst specializes in surgical and non-operative management of all
levels of shoulder and elbow issues. His most frequently performed
surgeries include shoulder replacement, rotator cuff repairs, shoulder
stabilization, minimally invasive elbow surgery, tendon repairs, nerve
decompression and fracture care in the upper extremity. He looks
forward to using his advanced orthopaedic training to widen the scope of
orthopaedic services offered in southern Virginia.

Dr. Stephen Ernst joined the Spectrum Medical team 
in July 2023. After growing up in Charlottesville, he 
attended the University of Virginia. 
Dr. Ernst specializes in surgical and non-operative 
management of all levels of shoulder and elbow 
issues. His most frequently performed surgeries 
include shoulder replacement, rotator cuff repairs, 
shoulder stabilization, minimally invasive elbow 
surgery, tendon repairs, nerve decompression and 
fracture care in the upper extremity. He looks 
forward to using his advanced orthopaedic training 
to widen the scope of orthopaedic services offered 
in southern Virginia.

Understanding climate change and how it’s affecting the world today
The term “climate change” has become part of the 

modern lexicon. The term “global warming” was once 
widely used, but the term climate change became 
more common after researchers discovered that the 
changes affecting the planet involved more than a 
rise in temperature.

What is climate change?
Climate change refers to long-term shifts in weath-

er patterns and temperatures, according to the Unit-
ed Nations Climate Action. Although natural forces, 
such as natural disasters, can affect climate change, 
by and large the most prolific influencer has been hu-
man behavior, notably the use of fossil fuels. NASA 
says burning fossil fuels increases heat-trapping 
greenhouse gas levels in the Earth’s atmosphere, 
raising the overall surface temperature of the planet.

Signs of climate change
Scientists already are seeing evidence of the ef-

fects of climate change. NASA says loss of sea ice, 
melting glaciers and ice sheets, rising sea levels, and 
more intense heat waves already are occurring. Ad-
ditional notable and evident effects of climate change 

include:
· Glaciers are melting at a faster rate.
· There is less snowpack in mountain ranges and 

polar regions.
· When snow is present, it melts faster.
· Permafrost is melting, releasing methane. This is 

a powerful greenhouse gas that rises into the atmo-

sphere and compounds the climate change problem.
· Sea ice in the Arctic Ocean and around the North 

Pole is melting at a faster rate. Data from the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) indicates ice covering the Arctic Ocean has 
diminished by more than 40 percent since the start 
of the satellite era in 1979.

· Tropical storms have become more severe as a 
result of warmer ocean water temperatures.

· Sea levels are rising, threatening coastal commu-
nities and ecosystems. The NOAA reports that, in 
2022, global average sea level set a new record high 
of 101.2 mm. That is four inches above 1993 levels.

· In many coastal locations around the United 
States, the rate of sea level rise is even higher than 
the global average due to erosion, oil and groundwa-
ter pumping, and subsidence.

· High-tide flooding is now between 300 and 900 
percent more frequent than it was 50 years ago.

· The ocean is storing the majority of excess heat 
from rising global temperatures, contributing to 
measurable shelf retreat and stress on marine life.

The more people understand about global climate 
change, the more they can do to help combat it.

Girl Scout troops ready community garden for planting

By Jessica Dillon
The Girl Scouts started work at the 

Spencer-Penn Centre on March 22 to 
ready planters for a community garden. 
Several area troops showed up, with girls 
of all ages involved in the project. The 
group has recently been trying to gain 
traction to bolster its membership num-
bers and has been involved in several ac-
tivities that have helped the community 
throughout the years. 

The girls gathered to stain and paint 
raised garden beds for the new commu-
nity garden in Spencer-Penn’s library 
parking lot. Several girls gathered around 
each planter to stain and then paint their 
designs to make the garden more color-
ful. The palettes were made from recycled 
cookie palettes.

“We like recycling, reusing, and repur-
posing, they’re not real fancy boxes, but 

the only cost to them is the screws,” said 
Donna Hubert, a Martinsville Henry 
County Troop Leader and the area’s cook-
ie manager.

Hubert made 15 raised garden plant-
ers. Plants will be brought into the com-
munity garden by 4-H Club members, 
who have grown several plants from 
seeds. The community garden will be 
open for the public to take the food they 
need, and some of the yield will be sold at 
the Farmers’ Market - if there is an abun-
dance of fruit and vegetables. 

The Girl Scouts aim to empower young 
women to step into leadership roles and 
learn the value of teamwork, Hubert said.

“We emphasize using our resources 
wisely and being a friend to our sister 
Girl Scouts,” said Hubert while talking 
about the organization’s goal. In the past, 
the group included 37 troops with more 

than 300 members in Martinsville Henry 
County, but in recent years, registration 
has dwindled. 

Currently, there are nine troops with 
45 to 50 girls enrolled. The girls are sorted 
by age, starting with ‘Daisys’ at the kin-
dergarten and first-grade levels, and end-
ing as Girl Scout Ambassadors at grades 
11 through 12.

“The older scouts help their sister Girl 
Scouts, especially to help the little ones. 
Every Girl Scout you meet, they’re your 
sister Girl Scout,” said Paige Canada, 
service unit leader for Martinsville/Henry 
County Girl Scouts. 

“They really enjoy helping others. A lot 
of them have volunteered at the SPCA, 
taken up supplies to give to the food pan-
try, and they really learn the importance 
of helping our community and smaller 
kids,” said Canada. 

Both troop leaders agreed that they 
have noticed that the girls in their troops 
become more outgoing after staying in the 
program for an extended length of time. 
“It gives them confidence, a lot of confi-
dence,” said Canada.

Families interested in enrollment may 
call the Roanoke Girl Scout Office at 
(540) 777-5100 for more information, or 
email info@gsvsc.org. To sign up and view 
troops, visit the Girl Scouts of Virginia 
Skyline website to make an account and 
look at troops that might be a good fit in 
their area. 

Enrollment can begin once a child 
reaches kindergarten, and is open for chil-
dren up to grade 12. Interested adults can 
sign up to be troop leaders. If no troops 
match the family’s needs, there is also an 
option to begin creating a new troop.

The Girl Scouts gathered at the Spencer-Penn Centre to prep the community 
garden’s raised flower beds.

Girl Scouts stained and painted several boxes with unique designs.


