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Family honors Bassett girl’s wish to donate organs

By Taylor Boyd

The life of a 12-year-old Henry Coun-
ty girl was cut short, but her impact on
others will be felt for years to come and
will help others live fuller lives.

Celeste Adalyn Scearce passed away
at Carillion Roanoke Memorial Hospi-
tal on Sunday, June 2, after her Honor
Walk into surgery to be an organ donor.
The walk is a ceremonial event to com-
memorate a patient whose organs are
donated.

“We all knew that that’s what she
wanted,” Brandi Scearce said of the
donation, and added that her daughter
had decided to be an organ donor “years
ago with her dad. She had to get like an
ID card at Disney World or something.
Dave, her dad, asked her if she wanted
to be” an organ donor on the card. Ce-
leste “was like, ‘yeah.”

Although honoring her daughter’s
wish was never in question, “we were
not aware of the process. They literally

had to keep her body going for days after
she quit breathing on her own,” Brandi
Scearce said.

Celeste was injured in a May 26 car
crash in Bassett. She was riding in the
backseat of the vehicle at the time and
was immediately knocked unconscious.
She was airlifted to Carilion Roanoke
Memorial Hospital for treatment of an
apparent brain injury.

“I don’t think she knew what hit her.
She never regained consciousness,’
Brandi Scearce said.

One of Celeste’s aunts, Ilesha Dum-
brill, was driving the vehicle. Another
aunt, Sky Evans, was in the passenger
seat. Dumbrill’s injuries required sta-
ples in part of her head, while Evans re-
ceived some bruising and whiplash. The
two women also suffered concussions,
Brandi Scearce said.

The three were on the way to Brandi
Scearce’s mother’s house to get Celeste’s
hair straightener, Brandi Scearce said,

and recalled that Celeste “had just dyed
her hair black for the first time.”

The incident occurred when the ve-
hicle stopped and prepared to make
a turn. It was pushed several feet for-
ward, Brandi Scearce said. “I came to
the wreck with all my kids in the car
and it was very obvious what had hap-
pened.”

After immediate brain surgery to re-
lieve the swelling and a CT scan, Brandi
Scearce saw an image of her daughter’s
brain.

“The whole thing except for the out-
sides was dead and damaged, and they
said those cells could not grow,” she
said. “The doctor explained to me more
than likely what would happen is that
her brain stem was still working, so
her heart was still beating through the
whole thing.”

When she saw Celeste at the scene,
Brandi Scearce said her daughter looked
like herself. However, after arriving at
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Celeste Scearce, 12, was on the way to
her grandmother’s house to retrieve a hair
straightener when she was in a vehicle
crash.

(See Family p. 2)

PSA finalizes deal with USACE
to secure future water supply

By Jessica Dillon

The Henry County
Public Service Author-
ity (PSA) and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engi-
neers (USACE) met
at Philpott Lake on
May 30 to sign a three-
million-gallon  water §
storage agreement §
that provides extra
water allotments over
a 50-year period to the
county to help with
economic development
or any emergency situ-
ations such as water
shortages or contami-
nation.

Currently, the PSA
manages 380 miles of
pipes with over 12,000
households using their

services. The Corps
manages Philpott
Dam, so agreements

about 1its usage are
needed between the
two entities.

The agreement “will
ensure our commu-

“Water

Col. Brad Morgan
of the Army Corps of Engineers, shakes hands with Dale
Wagoner, General Manager of the Henry County Public
Service Authority (PSA), after signing a deal to provide the
PSA with an additional 3-million gallons of water storage
capacity at Philpott Lake.

nity has access to this
water for the next 50
years,” Dale Wagoner,
general manager of the
PSA, said before sign-
ing the agreement.
scarcity
increasingly
ing an issue for many

(left), Commander of the 57th District

communities around
the world,” said Stu-
art Bowman, chair-
man of the PSA Board.
“Our partnership with
the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers ensures
that Henry County

(See PSA p. 3)
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By Taylor Boyd

A groundbreaking ceremony to
celebrate the start of construction
for the Aaron Mills Apartment
Complex was held onsite Wednes-
day, June 5. Located at 200 Aaron
Street, the Aaron Mills Apart-
ment Complex will become a senior
apartment complex with 52 units.

The complex will include 34 one-
bedroom units and 18 two-bedroom
units. It will also include communi-
ty areas like picnic shelters, outside
sitting areas, a community room,
an exercise room, computer rooms,
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Builders, and Landmark Asset Services and

others formally broke ground on Wednesday, June 5.

Ground broke on apartment
complex project

gathering areas, and more.

Martinsville Mayor LC Jones
said the location once housed the
American of Martinsville factory,
which made furniture.

“My father worked here, a lot
of family members worked at this
plant or next door. In 2014, we had
a fire at one of the two sites and
again in 2017 we had another fire,”
he said.

As a result, Jones said the site sat
dormant for several years.

However, as Martinsville began

(See Apartment Complex p.7)

Renewal Brewing now open
in Uptown Martinsville

A piano from the early 1900s is included in
Uptown Underground.

Contributed

Renewal Brewing, a new craft
brewery, held its grand opening on
Thursday, June 6, with initial oper-
ating days to be Thursday through
Sunday. The brewery is located at
32 Franklin Street in the heart of
Uptown Martinsville. Owned and
operated by Herb Atwell and Karl
Herzberg,

The business aims to bring new
energy into Martinsville’s Uptown
area, according to a release.

A Multi-Phase Vision

The vision for Renewal began two
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SPECTRUM

The bar in Renewal Brewing.

years ago when Atwell and his wife
Peggy Donivan were attending an
evening event in Uptown Martins-
ville.

“We saw how vibrant it could be,”
Donivan said. “It was a good crowd
and a fun night. We looked over

(See Renewal Brewing p. 7)

A

exhibit’s grand opening.

Infinity Acres Ranch

By Jessica Dillon
Three brand new attractions -

a

June 1.

gentle temperament.

Visitors to Infinity Acres Ranch feed the capybaras on the

three new attractions at
spring carnival

Gem Mining Station, the grand opening of a Capy-
bara Exhibit and a lower entry cost than previous
years - helped attract an estimated 500 visitors to
Infinity Acres Ranch’s annual Spring Carnival on

A walk-in exhibit where attendees could feed
and pet the world’s largest rodents, capybaras,
was a big hit. Capybaras are a semi-
cies of rodent native to South America that have a

(See Infinity Acres p. 8)
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2 Convenient Locations

MEDICAL

Danville
109 Bridge Street
4th Floor
434-793-4711

Martinsville

1075 Spruce Street
276-790-3233

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

UNLESS REQUIRED BY INSURANCE
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Family

(cont. from page 1)

The Bassett girl wanted to donate her organs and help
others.

the hospital, half of her head had been shaved to prep
for immediate brain surgery — something her mother
and the family knew Celeste wouldn’t like.

“She 1s so beautiful, but she was really self-con-
scious,” Brandi Scearce said and added that Dumbrill
shaved her head in a show of support for Celeste.

“A nurse’s aide did that for her. She was not sup-
posed to do that, but she did, and she came in on her
day off so she could personally walk Celeste’s bed
with her on the walk down to the operating room,”
Brandi Scearce said.

By May 28, Celeste was no longer breathing on her
own and a ventilator was needed to breathe for her.

Celeste was also on fentanyl to ensure she was nev-
er in any pain, and her mother said she underwent
three or four brain death tests.

On May 30, Celeste was determined to have no
brain function and declared brain dead. She was on
the ventilator until June 2, when she went into sur-
gery to become an organ donor, Brandi Scearce re-
called.

Because her daughter suffered a collapsed lung
during the incident, and her lungs were also scarred
from a bout with double pneumonia at the begin-
ning of the COVID-19 pandemic, “we didn’t think her
lungs were going to be able to go” to a donor.

The days Celeste’s body was medically kept going
after she stopped breathing on her own were “really
hard, really weird for a lot of people because we felt
her in spirit all around us, and at one point, we didn’t
think her heart was going to make it because it start-
ed failing,” Brandi Scearce she said.

She said the heart issue “was after that last brain
death test. They did it (test) for 40 minutes, I think it
was too hard on her heart.”

Brandi Scearce said after medication was adminis-
tered, an ECHO (echocardiogram, which uses ultra-
sound to monitor the heart function) found Celeste’s
heart was normal and strong.

Now, “it should be beating in somebody at Duke.
Her lungs I don’t think went,” but “her liver and oth-
er organs went, too,” she said.

Remembering Celeste

Besides experimenting with hair color - “she al-
ways dyed her hair, she was always trying to dye
it,” Brandi Scearce said her daughter loved softball,
Brandi Scearce said. “She was a catcher, and she
liked that position. She played up until this last year
when she had to try out for middle school, which was
a whole new ordeal because it was actually a tryout.
She didn’t make it, which everybody was upset about
because” she wanted to make the team.

Celeste loved the color purple more than any oth-
er color, Brandi Scearce said and added that medi-
cal personnel “tried to get everybody to wear purple
for her Hero (Honor) Walk. We had one who ... was
a nurse aide, and she just really stepped up to the
plate. I think the nurses” on the team caring for her
“are unbelievably amazing.”

Because Celeste liked fake nails “my sister tried
to bring some fake nails to the hospital, but they
wouldn’t let her do it. Lily, my nine-year-old daugh-
ter, painted Celeste’s nails for her in the bed,” Brandi
Scearce said.

Celeste, who had attended both Campbell Court
Elementary School, and Fieldale-Collinsville Middle
School, also liked fairies and rap music. “She liked

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS
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Small, Medium
and Large size
chairs available

Starting at
Only
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Riverside Furniture
1580 Greensboro Road

Martinsville VA
276-632-1286

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm ¢ Saturday 9am - 2pm

Support for Celeste's
Family in Tragic Times

$3,653 raised of $10,000 goal ® 63 donations
Share

Donate now

o Roxanne Craig is organizing this

™ fundraiser.

Roxanne Craig, a close family friend started a GoFundMe
campaign called “Support for Celeste’s Family in Tragic
Times.” As of Tuesday, June 4, the GoFundMe campaign had
received $3,653 of the $10,000 goal to help the family with
bills and final expenses. Donations also may be mailed to
577 Willie Craig Road, Bassett, Va., 24055.

Harry Potter for a while, but she thought it was stu-
pid recently,” she said.

While Celeste had always loved art and painting,
she had recently developed an interest in photogra-
phy — something she and Brandi Scearce, a photogra-
pher, had in common.

While Celeste originally wanted to be a teacher,
Scearce said her daughter changed her mind after
she had three other children, “that changed to a brain
surgeon, which I think is very weird cause that’s
what happened to her- - it was her brain, it was too
damaged,” she said.

Brandi Scearce added Celeste’s favorite show was
“Grey’s Anatomy,” a medical drama series that pre-
miered in 2005. “She watched the entire show. She
got personally involved in it she was telling me,” she
said, with a soft chuckle.

“She had a lot of friends, a whole lot. She loved
them and they loved her. She was very well-loved at
her schools. She had an attitude sometimes, but she
was 12. It wasn’t out of the normal,” Brandi Scearce
said.

In addition to her aunts, parents, and friends,
Celeste was also close to Brandi Scearce’s brother,
Chris, who was in a motorcycle accident the week be-
fore Celeste’s.

Celeste insisted on staying at the hospital while
her uncle was there.

“She said that she was not going to leave until she
talked to Chris, which I feel is kind of crazy, but she
didn’t. She stayed for like five days sleeping in the
waiting room with my mom,” Brandi Scearce said,
adding that Celeste “had a really, really big heart.
It’s been unimaginable for everybody. It’'s been two
weeks of just pure shock.”

A good sister to her three younger siblings- Lily,
9; Alister, 6; and Kai, 4, Celeste also had a close re-
lationship with her older brother, Blaine, who is 20.

“She was a good sister though she got annoyed
with them all. She loved them all to death. We're still
in shock,” Brandi Scearce said.

Lily, who was more capable of understanding the
accident, “was really upset. She was freaking out try-
ing to get them to put her in the ambulance with her,
freaking out because she wanted to ride in the heli-
copter with her.

“T had to drive her to the hospital, and she stayed
there,” Brandi Scearce said, adding despite Lily stay-
ing with her paternal grandmother, she returned to
the hospital every day.

A Ronald McDonald House was secured for the
family to stay in the last couple of days, and while
she originally didn’t know if she wanted her sons to
be at the hospital, Brandi Scearce said she eventually
decided to explain it to them and let them make their
own decision.

“I wanted to involve them in the process because I
didn’t just want to come home and tell them that she
was gone and they just not really quite understand,”
she said.

As a result, Brandi Scearce said Celeste’s siblings
visited her in the hospital and the family did finger-
print artwork with the nurses.

“I put my handprint down in paint, and then they
helped me put Celeste’s hand on top of that, and then

Celeste took these of a sunset at the beach and of the
aurora borealis that was visible a few weeks ago.

I got Lily, and then Alister, and then Kai. So, they
did some artwork in there and they saw her, and I
explained it to them,” Brandi Scearce said, adding
the three children were also there for Celeste’s honor
walk.

“They’re okay right now, and they understand,”
she said.

Before leaving Roanoke, Scearce said she went to
Build-A-Bear Workshop and purchased several bears
for her family. “The nurses gave me a really good re-
cording of her heartbeat. So we went, and I got a bear
for me and all the kids.”

At some point last week in Roanoke, Brandi
Scearce said she visited a spot by the river near the
hospital as she tried to process the tragedy. There,
she felt reminded “to remember the beautiful things
in this life.

“Maybe it was Celeste coming by to remind me be-
cause she saw it,” Brandi Scearce said, adding that
Celeste “saw the actual beauty of nature” and life.

In fact, Brandi Scearce said she cherishes a photo-
graph Celeste took last year while visiting the beach
with her father.

“It was a sunrise on the beach, and it was the most
beautiful picture that I've ever seen. It’s a really good
picture, and it looks professional,” Brandi Scearce
said and added her daughter “would always stop me
or whoever was driving if the clouds were pretty or if
the sunset was there. She noticed those things.”

Eventually, Brandi Scearce said she wants to hold
a memorial for Celeste and her friends.

“I haven’t figured that out yet, but I would like to
have that at a park outside. I don’t want to have a
funeral,” Brandi Scearce said, adding that Celeste
“really appreciated the beauty of the world, which I
think is pretty wild for a 12-year-old.”

(] 147 East Main Street
Uptown Martinsville, VA
Reservations accepted
(276) 638-4462
RESVARD Www.raniasrestaurant.com

W All Day Specials
Tuesday: Prime Rib 80z. ....$14.99
with potatoes & onions and salad
Wednesday: Chicken Alfredo .....$13.99

with salad
Thursday: COHO Salmon

with rice and salad

Friday: Bay Scallops Alfredo Fettuccini...$14.99

with salad

Saturday: Fresh Grilled Tilapia .....$12.99

with mashed potatoes and salad

Rar—

..... $14.99

SUMMER DESSERT .....$5.99
PEACH MELBA WITH RASBERRY SAUCE AND
VANILLA ICE CREAM

FRIDAY NN
PIANO MUSIC LIVE

HOURS: 11:30AM TO 10PM
CALL FOR SUNDAY HOURS

‘Mac Daddy’
Basement Sale set

Fido’s Finds and Kitties Kollectibles, locat-
ed at 119 East Main Street in UpTown Mar-
tinsville, will be the site of the ‘Mac Daddy’
of all basement sales on Father’s Day week-
end. From 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. on Friday, June
14 and 9 a.m. — 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 15
explore tens of thousands of items at unbeat-
able basement prices. With unique collect-
ibles to everyday essentials, Fido’s basement
sale has something for everyone! And the
best part is all of the sale proceeds benefit
the SPCA of Martinsville and Henry County.

Fido’s
BIG BASEMENT
SALE
@g@
Friday, June 14th
10:00-5:00

Saturday, June 15th
9:00-2:00

119 East Main Street
UpTown Martinsville

All proceeds benefit the SPCA
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Submitted event information/calendar items
maust be received by 5 p.m. on the Tuesday be-
fore the desired publication date. Email them to
dhall@theenterprise.net. Some of the following
events are from visitmartinsville.com, the web-
site of the Tourism Office of the Martinsville-
Henry County Economic Development Corp. See
that website for more information.)

June
Meetings

Wednesday, June 12

Community Advisory Board Meeting, 6 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m., Municipal Building, 55 W Church
St, Martinsville.

Friday, June 14

Arts and Cultural Committee Meeting, 1 p.m.
to 2 p.m., Room 52 Municipal Building, Mar-
tinsville.

Events

1,8,15,22,29 - The Shattered Obelisk 5E Cam-
paign at MarvelFreaks Gaming Comics & Col-
lectibles

2,9,16,23,30 - Dungeons, Dragons & Drafts at
Scuffle Hill Brewing

2,9,16,23,30 - Wine Tasting at Hamlet Vine-
yards

3,10,17,24 - MTG Commander Mondays at
MarvelFreaks Gaming Comics & Collectibles

4,11,18,25 - MTG Commander at VS Games

4,11,18,25 - Dungeons & Dragons Homebrew
Saga at MarvelFreaks Gaming Comics & Col-
lectibles

5,12 - Martinsville Pokémon League at Star-
ling Ave Cards & Comics

5,12,19,26 - Trivia Night at Scuffle Hill Brew-
ing

7,14,21,28 - Friday Night Magic at VS Games

7,14,21,28 - Friday Night Magic at MarvelF-
reaks Gaming Comics & Collectibles

7 - Sounds on the Square: Barefoot Modern,
6 p.m. to 10 p.m., 1 East Main Street, Martins-
ville.

8 - Viva La Blackbox at Blackbox Theatre,
7-10 p.m. - Casino Night Fundraiser to benefit
TheatreWorks Community Players (44 Franklin
Street, UPTown Martinsville). Enjoy a real Ve-
gas-style “Rat Pack” evening of food, drink, and
gaming fun, with Blackjack, Roulette, Craps,
and Poker, along with prizes, 50/50 drawing,
photo booth, and music. Tickets: $60/person, in-
cludes hors d’oeuvres, drinks, and betting chips,
tickets are available at www.TWCP.net.

8 - Hooker Furniture Warehouse Sale, 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., 8761 A.L. Philpott Highway, Martins-
ville

8 - World Wide Knit in Public Day, 10:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m., Gravely-Lester Art Garden. Host-
ed by Chix with Stix, this event will also feature
a yarn swap. Free and open to all. Please bring

PSA

your own chair.

8,22,30 - Martinsville Mustangs vs. High
Point Thomasville HiToms at Hooker Field

8 - Music with Riggs Roberson & Griffin Haley
at Imagination Lavender Farm

8 - Carolina Rust at Mountain Valley Brewing

9 - Martinsville Mustangs vs. Holly Springs
Salamanders at Hooker Field

10 - LIFE: Water Bath Canning at New Col-
lege Institute

11 - Yoga in the Galleries at Piedmont Arts

11,19,24,28 - Martinsville Mustangs vs. Ashe-
boro ZooKeepers at Hooker Field

14,27 - Martinsville Mustangs vs. Boone Big-
foots at Hooker Field

14 - Music Night at Spencer Penn Centre with
The Country Boys. Gate opens at 5 p.m., the
band starts at 6:30 p.m. Admission is a $5 cash
donation. Concessions, including the ever popu-
lar Spencer Penn hot dogs, chicken salad, BBQ,
and homemade desserts, will be sold.

14 - A reception for the new exhibits at the
MHC Heritage Museum will be held from 5:30-
7:30 p.m., at 1 E. Main St., Martinsville. Wine,
beer and hors d’oeuvres will be served. Please
RSVP attendance (name and number of people
in your party) to (276) 403-4697 or mhchistori-
calsociety@gmail.com by June 11. The exhibits
are “Connected Community,” “Sew Special” and
“MHC After Dark.”

15 - FAHT’s Juneteenth Celebration at Bald-
win Park

15 - Bassett Hwy 57 Cruise In at Bassett Fur-
niture World Headquarters

17 - Martinsville Mustangs vs. Forest City
Owls at Hooker Field

ONGOING

Verizon Innovative Learning STEM Achiev-
ers Program, Monday-Friday, July 8-26 9:00
AM-4:00 PM. P&HCC Patrick County Site, Stu-
art and P&HCC IDEA Center, Martinsville.

Bassett Train Station Farmers’ Market will
be open Tuesdays 5-7 p.m. through September
24,

Uptown Farmers Market is open through No-
vember 16 on Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to noon and
from July 10 to September 25 on Wednesdays
from 7:30 a.m. to noon.

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
days of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific
Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd,
Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 a.m.
The cost 1s $8 for adults and $4 for children un-
der 12. All you can eat sausage, fried bologna,
eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, made from
scratch biscuits, made to order pancakes, coffee
and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to
a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel music
by different bands each week. If you want, bring
a snack to share. This event is free to the pub-
lic. Any donations received will go to the Bassett
Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with
your library card. The passes are good for one
day and exclude special events. There is a wait
period before you can check out the pass again.
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us.

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets Tuesdays
at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public Library,
3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New members
welcome. For more information, please call Pat-
ti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Fontaine Ruritan Club hosts Bingo every
Tuesday at 1903 Joseph Martin Highway, Mar-
tinsville. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and games be-
gin at 7. Money from Bingo supports community
service awards, scholarships, and other commu-
nity efforts.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month
at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge Re-
gional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 403-
5430 to register.

Medicaid eligibility renewals have resumed.
Martinsville-Henry County Coalition for Health
and Wellness (MHCCHW) offers Medicaid/
FAMIS application and renewal assistance for
Virginia residents from birth to 64 years of age
in-person: Wednesdays 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at
Community Storehouse, 128 E. Church St (low-
er level of the old Leggett Building) in Martins-
ville, or by phone, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. MHCCHW’s specially trained Medicaid/
FAMIS Outreach Advocate is available to help.
Call or text Ann Walker at (276) 732-0509 to
learn more or for an appointment.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

Neighbors in the Know. Join staff and volun-
teers in the Hylton Library at the Spencer Penn
Centre for activities and socializing on the first
and third Monday of each month. Registration
1s not required.

(cont. from page 1)

will have the necessary resources to continue
providing for our residents and to accommo-
date for future growth in our industrial sector.”

According to a 2023 United Nations World
Water Development Report, the global demand
for freshwater will exceed the available supply
by 40 percent by 2030. In 2018, the PSA se-
cured an agreement with USACE to provide
3 million gallons per day of storage capacity.
An expansion of the PSA’s service area and
increased industrial and commercial water us-
age have driven the need for more capacity.

To ensure local demand can still be met, the
PSA proactively purchased the storage rights
from USACE for $904,294. The agreement
guarantees that the PSA will avoid any future
price increases caused by fluctuations in water
markets.

Philpott Lake serves as the primary water
source for the PSA through the Smith River.
The Philpott Dam is operated by USACE who
oversees water flows from the reservoir.

The agreement between the PSA and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is vital for en-
suring water security, facilitating long-term
planning, building community confidence, and

providing legal protection for water withdraw-
al rights, all of which are essential for address-
ing the challenges of ensuring access to quality
drinking water in the face of increasing scar-
city and environmental pressures.

Bowman added the agreement “will allow
Henry County the usage or withdrawal of 3
million gallons of water per day for the next 50
years.” He noted the agreement “didn’t happen
overnight,” but was in the works 10 years ago,
in 2014.

“It took us about five years to get to the point
where we could actually go in and do a study,”
said Col. Brad Morgan, Commander of the
57th District of the Army Corps of Engineers.
He added that over the last five years, the proj-
ect got over the finish line.

“I won’t be around when the life of this agree-
ment expires,” he added, saying it was a sub-
stantial agreement.

Morgan said that Philpott is a beautiful
lake that “is near and dear to a lot of the local
community’s heart.” The lake is considered a
multi-purpose project. It provides power, rec-
reation, and water to the community.

“This is a monumental occasion for our com-

munity, and it ensures our access to quality
drinking water for our community, our resi-
dents, our businesses, and our industries for
the next 50 years,” said Wagoner who was
happy to see the completion of the agreement.

“I can’t say that it was hard because the
Army Corps of Engineers went above and be-
yond to work with us to do the reallocation
study and come to an agreement, but it was a
long process,” he added.

“While today’s event isn’t likely to have great
fanfare, generations from now will look back
and say, ‘Hey, they did good. They did the right
thing to make sure we had quality water to-
day,” Bowman said, and added that water is a
vital resource. It not only helps with economic
development but also ensures food safety, en-
ergy production, and survival.

“We can’t live without good water, and this
is one of the best sources of water that you're
going to find,” Bowman said, and noted the
agreement protects the county from future dis-
putes about access to the water. “You are mak-
ing sure that the citizens of our communities
are having safe drinking water both today and
in the future.”

Are you Prepared for the 2024 Hurricane Season?

Hurricane season is quickly approaching,
officially starting June 1 and lasting until No-
vember 30. Researchers are predicting that
the 2024 hurricane season is going to be ex-
tremely active. The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Association (NOAA) predicts
above-normal hurricane activity in 2024, with
17 to 25 named storms.

The USDA encourages producers to prepare
and protect their family and agricultural op-
erations.

1. Develop an Emergency Plan - Ensure
your household and employees know your hur-
ricane plan, including meeting points, emer-
gency contact lists, and alternate evacuation
routes in case infrastructure is damaged.

2. Remove Debris and Secure Large Ob-
jects - Clean out culverts, ditches, and other
drainage areas, especially before and during
peak hurricane season to reduce water dam-
age. Most injuries to animals, people, or struc-
tures during a hurricane are caused by flying
objects. To lessen the risk, minimize the pres-
ence of equipment, supplies, and debris that
may become airborne during high winds or

encountered in floodwaters.

3. Secure Important Records and Docu-
ments- Pre- and post-hurricane documenta-
tion 1s extremely important for insurance
compensation and recovery assistance. You’'ll
want to have thorough records of damages
and losses sustained on your farm as well as
documentation of your cleanup and recovery
efforts.

. It 1s critical to document inventory
of farm buildings, vehicles, equipment, and
livestock before a disaster occurs. Take pho-
tos, videos, or make written lists with de-
scriptions. Keep copies of this inventory in
multiple places: computer, off-site in a safe
location, and on a cloud-based server where
information is transmitted and saved weekly.

4. Know Your Insurance Options- Regu-
larly review your insurance policies with your
agent to be sure you have adequate coverage,
including flood insurance, for your facilities,
vehicles, farm buildings, crops and livestock.
Note, there are limitations on how soon insur-
ance coverage will take effect. Generally, in-
surance policies will not cover damage if the

policy was not in place before a disaster.

5. Gather Supplies - Have drinking wa-
ter, canned food, a generator, batteries, a
flashlight, and fuel available in case you lose
power. For widespread outages, credit and
debit cards may not work, so have cash handy.

6.  Access Real-time Emergency Informa-
tion- Download the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency smartphone app for free on
the App Store and Google Play for safety tips
on what to do before, during, and after disas-
ters. Subscribe to our text message and email
service to receive real-time, local operational
and recovery information from the Farm Ser-
vice Agency, Natural Resources Conservation
Service and Risk Management Agency.

On farmers.gov, the Hurricane Webpage, Di-
saster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-
a-Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool
can help producers and landowners determine
program or loan options. For assistance with a
crop insurance claim, producers and landown-
ers should contact their crop insurance agent.
For FSA and NRCS programs, contact your lo-
cal USDA Service Center.
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Crocheted chickens

OPINION

Higher Electric
Rates Possible!

In May, the Federal

Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC)
issued a landmark
rule related to regional
electric transmission.
FERC 1s the in-
dependent Federal
agency that regulates
most hydropower dam

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

licenses and the whole-

sale rates and delivery
contracts for the interstate trans-
mission of electricity.

Traditionally, cost allocation for
interstate transmission projects
was relatively straightforward.
The state that benefitted the most
from the transmission paid for it.

This new transmission planning
and cost allocation rule, Order No.
1920, requires transmission plan-
ners to consider multiple forward-
looking benefits over at least twen-
ty years when they develop their
plans. The vague “benefit” defini-
tion is geared towards connect-
ing wind and solar facilities to the
power grid.

FERC approved Order No. 1920
by a 2-1 vote.

The dissenting vote came from
Commissioner Mark Christie.

I have known Commissioner
Christie for many years from my
service in the Virginia House of
Delegates. He was an advisor to a
governor and then two speakers of
the Virginia House. Subsequently,
the legislature elected him to serve
on the Virginia State Corporation
Commission, a state agency respon-
sible for regulating public utilities,
insurance, state-chartered finan-
cial institutions, securities, retail
franchising, and railroads.

Now a Senate-confirmed member
of FERC, Commissioner Christie
penned a seventy-seven-page dis-
sent explaining his “no” vote.

“This is not about promoting re-
liability. This rule is a shell game
designed to disguise its true agen-
da, which is about the money. It’s
a 1,300-page vehicle to socialize
the trillion-dollar cost of the rule’s
sweeping policy agenda.”

“The final rule clearly intends to
socialize trillions of dollars of costs
for the transmission necessary
to pursue this transformational
agenda...the final rule removes
the principle that the states must
consent to how and whether these
massive costs are imposed on their
consumers.”

The final rule then requires
transmission providers “to social-
ize the costs of these projects across
the entire region, even when states
in a region have never consented
for their consumers to bear the
costs of such projects.”

The concern here is that consum-
ers will bear the costs of these re-
newable energy projects, even if a
state’s ratepayers do not consent.

For example, states with lofty cli-
mate goals, such as California and
New York, rely on the development
of wind and solar farms to generate
power.

However, these states face con-
straints in building capacity.
Therefore, they turn to other states
to generate clean power, and wheel
that energy back home.

For this to work, other states

would have to build new power
lines and necessary infrastructure.

Accordingly, the energy created
at these new facilities would be at
the expense of the ratepayers of the
other states. In other words, that
could be you! You could be paying
money to create energy in Virginia
that only benefits New York.

Monitoring Analytics of PJM
Interconnection finds that trans-
mission now constitutes almost
one-third of wholesale power costs,
with the cost of transmission ser-
vice exceeding the cost of capacity
for the first time in 2020.

As if American households were
not already being squeezed by high
power bills!

Solar and wind projects like these
are potentially making their way to
Virginia’s Ninth District.

According to an article by the
Washington Post, for the United
States to achieve net-zero carbon
emissions by 2050, one potential
option would require over 260,000
square miles of land designated to
wind and solar farms.

That is twenty-five times the size
of Virginia’s Ninth Congressional
District!

Among the conflicts that arise
from the development of solar
and wind farms is environmental
disruption. Land conflicts can dis-
rupt landscapes, inhibit productive
farmland and harm animals. For
example, a 2013 Biological Con-
servation study on the estimates
of bird collision mortality at wind
facilities in the contiguous United
States found an approximate aver-
age of over 200,000 bird fatalities
per year.

While Order No. 1920 is a poor
rule, I believe something must be
done to address regional electric
transmission.

Given projections of rising en-
ergy demand, we will not be able
to use existing power lines to take
energy from a facility in one region
and move it to another without ad-
ditional high-capacity lines. While
there is broad agreement that the
one-hundred-year-old sections of
the grid need to be replaced, per-
mitting streamlined, and more
regional power lines constructed,
making Ohio consumers pay for
a line just because Pennsylvania
wants Iowa’s wind power makes
absolutely no sense.

This rule, coupled with the Biden
administration’s egregious regula-
tions on fossil fuels, including coal,
will further drive up -electricity
costs. These additional costs make
it hard on American families to
make ends meet.

Call my offices with questions,
concerns, or comments: Abingdon,
(276) 525-1405; Christiansburg,
(540) 381-5671, or via email at
https://morgangriffith.house.gov/.

Crypto ATMS --
What to Know

If you're like most Americans,
you walk right past a tool used to
steal a reported $35 million from
US consumers last year each time
you go out for groceries.

Cryptocurrency ATMs are often
colorful kiosks that are popping
up in supermarkets, convenience
stores, gas stations, restaurants, li-
quor stores and even laundromats
across the U/S. There are more
than 49,000 crypto ATMs in the
United States, up from only about
1,200 at the end of 2017.

Criminal scammers are always
looking for the quickest way to
get money from their victims. As
awareness and protections around
other payment methods increase,
crypto ATMs have become their
tool of choice. Because these kiosks

look similar to regular ATM ma-
chines, they seem more legitimate
to victims who are directed to them.
The AARP Fraud Watch Network
Helpline has heard from countless
victims who have been directed to
insert thousands of dollars in cash
into these machines to address an
“urgent” financial matter.

While there are many different
scams, there are only a handful of
ways that criminals can get paid.
If you are directed to a crypto ATM
to address an urgent financial mat-
ter, it 1s a scam.

Report scams to local law en-
forcement. For help from AARP,
call 1-877-908-3360 or visit the
AARP Fraud Watch Network at
www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork.

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

and Bible school

It’s VBS season, and

that little crocheted
chicken in pride of
place on the shelf takes
me back decades, to the
time of Bible verses,
simple crafts and red
punch and circle butter
cookies.

The long, hot, dull

Holly
Kozelsky

summer (which seemed
so exciting before we actually got
to it but then got bored after a few
days at home) would be interrupted
by the thrills of VBS. Kids would
hop from church to church, week
to week. Church vans and mothers
would drive children between town
and country or country and town.
Kids in town would walk.

We'd play Bible Bingo, hear Bible
stories, make crafts and, of course,
have snacks. Some of the churches
would be air-conditioned, oh, what
a blessed relief. Sweaty kids would
pour into a Sunday school room, sit
cross-legged on the linoleum floor
and, for a few minutes, just bask in
the refreshing cold.

I used to get in trouble, though
I never meant to. If there was one
thing VBS taught me, it was to not
ask questions.

I’d be all wrapped up in some sto-
ry or explanation but be stumped
by a seemingly insurmountable
inconsistency. After Mrs. Belinda
described what Heaven looks like, I
— truly perplexed — asked why it’s a
big deal that the streets are paved
of gold if we are not supposed to
be materialistic here on Earth
and most certainly would not care
about gold once we are living above
the clouds with God. I was scolded
for being impertinent.

It wasn’t until I was an adult that
I understood that a lot of these con-
cepts are simply beyond the grasp
of human understanding, and VBS
teachers don’t have all the an-
swers. They are just good folks do-
ing their best to help keep children
on the right path and enrich their
lives a bit.

From being an earnest child
afraid to ask questions, I turned
into a savvy teenager who under-
stood the economies of the point
system.

When I was in high school, the
prize table included a Walkman,
that 1980’s era radio/cassette play-
er with earphones.

I knew I'd never in my life be able
to afford such a luxury, and my
only chance to get one was to get
the most points at VBS. I was at
the edge of my seat for Bible Bingo.
Each night, I memorized every sin-
gle Bible verse we were given, in-
cluding all the bonus ones. My fin-
gers flew faster than anyone else’s
when we were in the contest to be
the fastest to find a Bible verse.

At the end of the day Friday, I
was bursting with confidence that
I would be the first person to walk
up to that prize table.

And I was.

Trying to contain my excite-
ment, but knowing I was blushing
furiously, I tried to keep my pace
steady so as not to betray how fast
my heart was beating as I walked
up to the prize table.

I chose that sleek black Walk-
man, which was priced at an out-of-
this-world 1,500 points, and I still
had points left over.

The next thing that called my at-
tention was a cute little off-white
crocheted chicken. I had to have it.
I spent most of the rest of my 300
points on that.

When school started, my best
friend and I broke apart the head-
band which held the earphones.
That made one earphone for her,
one for me, and we’d listen to radio
station G105 on every bus trip to
and from school.

That was my last VBS. By the
next summer I was working dur-
ing my school breaks. Eventually,
the Walkman broke and then got
either lost or thrown out.

But that crocheted chicken still
makes me smile.

Letters To The Editor

Homeless or Bums?

This letter is an appeal to city
council, county supervisors, and
police departments.

Over the weekend we stayed in
Charlotte, NC to visit my uncle.
Charlotte is a nice city, and the
weather was beautiful. So, we did
a lot of walking. If we were going
to eat, we walked. After eating we
went on a walk to help our food set-
tle, and then we walked back home.
Do you know what we encountered
on every walk? Bums begging for
money.

At one point I walked around the
city to look at the old church build-
ings. At the end of my walk a man
with sagging pants approached me
to help him get an Uber. I said,
“No.” He walked along side of me
telling me how hard his day was,
and I said, “Not interested”, but he
kept talking until I stopped walk-
ing and said, “Whatever you're
doing here — I'm not doing it with
you.” The grown man’s face pouted
up more than my two-year-old son’s
ever has.

After dinner my wife and I walked
to get dessert. As we sat to eat our
desserts a man in a “wife-beater”
walked up and said, “Hey, man,
you help a homeless man out?” I
answered, “No.” He kept talking
and I interrupted, “I said no.” The
man then turned to my wife and
began asking for money, and I said,
“Don’t talk to her. I said no.” He
walked away talking trash.

You know what I noticed about
one “homeless man”? He was wear-
ing Air Jordans and was scrolling
the internet on his smart phone.
Charlotte is a beautiful city but has

a massive eyesore that is their col-
lection of vagrant bums. I hope that
Martinsville, though much smaller,
does not allow a vagrant population
to mar our home.

I am a law-abiding, hardwork-
ing, contributing member of society
and I should be able to walk out-
side without being bombarded by
the non-working, non-contributing,
class. Is that too much to ask in
America? I don’t think so.

“Caleb, youre a Christian. I
thought you would have helped
these people.” Yes, dJesus said,
“The poor will always be with you”
(Matt. 26:11). However, there’s a
difference between being poor and
being a bum. Paul said, “If you
don’t work, you don’t eat” (2Thes.
3:10). In the Old Testament a man
was stoned for being a glutton and
a drunkard (Deut. 21:20-21). Well,
that describes most of our “home-
less.”

What happened to old sayings
like “Give a man a fish, feed him
for a day. Teach him to fish, feed
him for life.” What happened to
loitering and vagrancy ordinances?
How is it that bums can always af-
ford cigarettes? Do you know that
Goodwill has two slogans, “A hand
up, not a handout” and “Not char-
ity, but a chance”? Do we no longer
know the term, “enabler”? Beauti-
ful American cities are turning into
absolute dumps.

By the way - the sagging-pants-
guy was white, and the wife-beater-
guy was black. I did not give cash
to either.

Caleb Robertson,

Martinsville

Blood Drive to be sponsored
by Sounds on the Square

In addition to being Uptown
Martinsville’s premier music
concert series, Sounds on the
Square is sponsoring an Ameri-
can Red Cross blood drive. Each
donor will receive a $15 e-gift
card and a free drink at a Sounds

on the Square event. Schedule
an appointment at www.red-
crossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results?zipSponsor=mhhs. If nec-
essary, you may text or call John
Phillips, president of the Histori-
cal Society, at (276) 806-5022.
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Digital campaign

The Joro spider and
sensationalized media

(A note from the author: this
column originally ran in March
of 2022. For some reason, a
bunch of news websites have
decided to start fearmongering
about Joro spiders again, so I
figured this was a good time to
rerun this column explaining
how and why they’re all full of
it.)

I hope you're sitting down be-
cause I'm about to tell you some-
thing so surprising, so shocking,
that it may shake you to your
very foundation:

Some media sources are dis-
honest.

Feel free to take as long as you
need to get your heart rate back
down and clean up after your
comical spit-take.

As evidence of my bold claim,
I'd like to submit the Joro spi-
der.

The Joro spider (Trichonephila
clavata) is a large, colorful spi-
der that can be found in Japan,
Korea, Taiwan, and parts of Chi-
na. Back in 2013, it started pop-
ping up in Georgia — likely due
to individuals that stowed away
on shipping containers — and
it’s since spread from Georgia to
parts of South Carolina. It’s be-
lieved that eventually, this spi-
der could spread across most of
the Eastern seaboard given its
tolerance for cold weather.

If you’re an arachnophobe,
that may seem pretty bad. But
if you’ve read any of the insane,
fear-mongering headlines about
the Joro spider, it might seem
like the end of civilization is at
hand.

“Everything we know about
the Joro - the giant flying spi-
ders multiplying across the
East Coast,” reads a headline
from The Independent. “Giant
spiders expected to drop from
sky across the East Coast this
spring,” crows Axios. And then
there’s my personal favorite, a
USA Today column titled “Giant
spiders are invading the East
Coast! This is not a drill! Evacu-
ate to Toledo! Now!” After read-
ing this column, I felt much bet-
ter about my own abilities as a
columnist and much worse about
the current state of USA Today.
They’re truly living up to their
slogan, “USA Today: America’s
favorite newspaper that comes
free when you get a room at the
airport Holiday Inn.”

Based on these headlines, it
sounds like the Joro spider is
incredibly dangerous, at least
a foot long, and inexplicably ca-
pable of flight. If you see a head-
line suggesting that deadly five-
pound spiders are about to start
raining from the sky, you're
probably going to click the link.
It seems like important infor-
mation.

I know a decent amount about
spiders, so let me lay your fears
to rest: the Joro spider is not a
big deal. Number one, it’s not
aggressive, and even if you do
somehow get bitten by one, it
has fairly mild venom. Also,
this isn’t a spider you're likely
to find in your house; it’s an orb
weaver, meaning all it wants
to do 1s build a web outside, sit
quietly in the middle of it, and
wait for bugs to blunder past.

Two, it’s kind of a big spi-
der, but it’s nothing we haven’t
seen before. Have you ever seen
those big yellow garden spiders
we have in Virginia? The Joro
spider is about the same size as
those guys and no more danger-
ous.

Third, it can’t fly. Nearly ev-
ery article mentioning Joro spi-
ders says that they engage in
“ballooning,” which means they
produce little silk parachutes
that catch the wind, allowing
them to disperse. What these
articles fail to mention is that
they don’t do this when they're
full-sized; they do this when
they’re tiny baby spiders. You
might remember Charlotte’s ba-
bies doing the same thing at the
end of “Charlotte’s Web.” Many
species of spiders engage in bal-
looning; it’s nothing new.

Fourth, we’re not going to
see these things any time soon.
Based on an article I found from

By Ben R. Williams

Penn State which includes stuff
like “research” and “actual sci-
entific information,” these spi-
ders are expanding their range
in the U.S. by an average of 10
miles per year. We’re not going
to wake up one day this summer
and see them blanketing Virgin-
ia like in the 1977 William Shat-
ner eco-terror classic “Kingdom
of the Spiders.”

So why all of these fear-mon-
gering headlines about the giant
flying death spiders?

Because these publications
want you to click their links,
and there’s no better way to
make someone click a link than
by making them scared or an-
gry. The only reason I'm even
remotely worried about the Joro
spider is that like many invasive
species, it could have an impact
on our native insects and spi-
ders. But nobody’s going to click
on a headline that reads, “Eco-
logical impact of invasive spider
remains unclear.”

And that’s the problem with
real news versus sensational-
ized news. I try to get my news
from reliable sources like Re-
uters. Reuters is one of the gold-
standards for unbiased report-
ing. And you know how you can
tell they're reliable?

Because they're boring.

Let’s look at a few Reuters
headlines I randomly selected
on the day I'm writing this col-
umn:

“U.S. ready to take diplomatic
steps Ukraine will find helpful,
State Dept. says.”

“D.C. Circuit orders FERC to
revise assessment of pipeline
upgrade.”

“EXCLUSIVE: Chile tax re-
form to focus on individuals,
natural resources, finance min-
ister says.”

You will notice that no one is
“clapping back” at anyone. No
one is getting “blasted” or “de-
stroyed” or “slammed.” Reuters
is not telling you that “you won’t
believe” the information con-
tained in the story, nor are they
offering “ten reasons why” you
should do something.

This also extends to TV news.
On election night, I generally
tune into C-SPAN. C-SPAN fea-
tures unbiased information pre-
sented as it’s happening. When
you watch C-SPAN, you will not
see anyone screaming at any-
one else, nor will anyone tell
you reasons why you should be
afraid of something or angry at
someone. C-SPAN is fantastic.

It is also, and I say this with
all due respect, so boring that
it could serve as a prescription
sleep aid.

But journalism isn’t supposed
to be entertainment. It’s sup-
posed to be unbiased, factual
information, and it’s up to the
reader or viewer to think criti-
cally about that information and
decide how they feel about it. If
you're watching a news channel
for entertainment, you’re watch-
ing an entertainment channel.

The problem, of course, is that
entertainment is a much easi-
er sell than journalism. Brian
Lamb, the founder of C-SPAN
and recipient of the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom, has an
estimated net worth of $1.2 mil-
lion. Meanwhile, Tucker Carl-
son, a man who screams made-
up grievances into the void each
night, has an estimated net
worth of $30 million.

It’s enough to make a man
wish the killer flying spiders re-
ally were on the way.

hopes to attract recent
nursing school grads

Each year, the arrival of spring
brings warmer days, blossoming
plants, and cap and gown season.
The annual crop of graduates typi-
cally includes thousands of new
nurses seeking clinical roles. To
encourage recent nursing school
graduates to establish their careers
in Virginia, On Board Virginia has
launched a geographically targeted
marketing campaign showcasing
hospital employment opportunities
in the Commonwealth.

The campaign is centered on pro-
moting hospital nursing career op-
portunities to graduates of nursing
programs at Virginia-based colleg-
es and universities as well as nurs-
ing programs at educational insti-
tutions in neighboring jurisdictions
such as Maryland, North Carolina,
Washington, D.C., and West Virgin-
ia. This initiative is the latest proj-
ect of On Board Virginia, an effort
the Virginia Hospital & Healthcare
Association (VHHA) and its mem-
bers established in 2022 to promote
health care workforce recruitment
and retention amid ongoing work-
force shortages across clinical roles.
In the past year, the On Board Vir-
ginia website has been viewed more
than 46,200 times. Meanwhile, the
targeted digital ads focused on re-
cent nursing school graduates have
reached nearly 60,000 people in the
target audience in the past month.

Health care staffing shortages
have been a persistent challenge
that were further exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic. As aging
segments of the U.S. population
transition into retirement, health
care service utilization is expected
to grow in the years ahead, result-
ing in greater demand for trained
professionals to occupy clinical
roles. The U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics projects registered nurse
employment growth of “ 6 percent
from 2022 to 2032, faster than the
average for all occupations” with
a forecast of “193,100 openings for
registered nurses...each year, on
average, over the decade” due to
rising demand for health care ser-
vices among older patients and the

need to replace nurses who retire or
transition to other roles.

“Nurses are essential members
of patient care teams and the heart
and soul of the health care delivery
system,” said VHHA President and
CEO Sean T. Connaughton. “To-
day, there are more than 9,100 open
hospital jobs in Virginia, including
more than 3,400 nursing roles. Fill-
ing those positions with trained,
compassionate caregivers is vital to
ensure patients in need can access
timely care. This On Board Vir-
ginia marketing campaign will run
during the spring and summer with
an emphasis on reaching new nurs-
ing graduates to make them aware
of the many great career opportuni-
ties available in Virginia.”

In addition to On Board Virginia
efforts, VHHA and member hos-
pitals and health systems have
worked with the Virginia General
Assembly and Governor Glenn
Youngkin to strengthen health care
workforce development efforts in
the Commonwealth through public
policy, educational opportunities,
and other programmatic initiatives.
One example of that is the Virginia
Earn to Learn (ETL) Nursing Edu-
cation Acceleration Program funded
by the General Assembly to support
education and health care facility
partnerships to provide registered
nurse and licensed practical nurse
students with paid employment
during nursing studies to increase
clinical education opportunities
and the number of practice-ready
new graduate nurses.

Virginia is currently home to
nearly 128,000 licensed registered
nurses, 107,355 of whom are active
in the workforce, according to the
Virginia Department of Health Pro-
fessions. The median age of nurses
is 44 and 27 percent of the popula-
tion is 55 or older. Further infor-
mation about Virginia health care
openings, including the average
time to fill nursing positions, the
educational credentials required,
and more can be accessed through
the interactive Virginia Health
Care Workforce Data Dashboard.

EARLY DEADLINE SET

Due to the July 4th holiday, we
have an early press deadline for
the July 6th edition. Submissions
for the July 6th edition MUST
be received no later than 1 p.m.

on Tuesday, July 2. Email to
dhall@theenterprise.net or sub-
missions@theenterprise.net. Call
(276) 694-3101 for additional in-
formation.

Proper food handling ensures
safe summer cookouts

It’s the season for backyard bar-
becues, picnics and potlucks. But
before firing up the grill or setting
out the deviled eggs, it’s a good idea
to brush up on summertime food
safety.

With its blazing sun and hot
weather, summertime can bring
risk of serious food-borne illness.
The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported that rates
of food poisoning rise during the
warm summer months as bacteria
flourish and grow faster.

“Safe food handling when eating
outdoors is critical,” said Melissa
Wright, a food safety expert with
Virginia Tech’s Food Science and
Technology department.

To keep family, friends and
yourself from getting sick, Wright
emphasizes four food safety prin-
ciples—clean, separate, cook and
control.

Always keep hands and surfaces
clean, especially when outdoors.
Before beginning any food prepara-
tion, wash your hands thoroughly
with soap and water, and clean food
prep surfaces and eating areas.

“If the surface isn’t cleanable,
consider using disposable table-
cloths,” Wright suggested.

Fruits and vegetables should be
rinsed before preparing, but meat
should not. Washing raw meat can
cause water and juices to spray—
spreading bacteria onto other
foods, surfaces and utensils.

Keep raw meat and seafood sepa-
rate from other foods to avoid bac-
teria cross-contamination. Sepa-
rate dishes and utensils should be
used for handling, and marinades
and sauces that touch raw meat or
seafood should be thrown away.

When cooking, keep a food ther-
mometer on hand and ensure food
is cooked thoroughly to kill germs.

Steaks, roasts, pork and fish
should be cooked to an internal
temperature of at least 145 de-
grees; ground meats like hamburg-
ers and hot dogs to at least 160 de-
grees; and poultry to 165 degrees
or higher. Visit bit.ly/4bxduMr for
a detailed food temperature chart.

Finally, control the temperature.
Raw meat should be kept cool at
40 degrees or below until ready for
grilling. After grilling, keep it hot
by moving it to the side of the grill
rack, away from the coals.

“Use coolers with ice or ice
packs,” to keep cold dishes cold,
and cover the food, advised Tammy
Brawley, chef and owner of The
Green Kitchen and host of Heart
of the Home culinary segments on
Virginia Farm Bureau’s Real Vir-
ginia television program.

Dishes like cut fruits and vegeta-
bles, deviled eggs, potato salad and
desserts should maintain a temper-
ature of 40 degrees or below. When
serving chilled foods, keep the con-
tainers in a shallow container set
in a deep tray filled with ice.

“Even if in a shaded area or un-
der a tent or porch, put it on ice,”
Brawley said.

Hot dishes like casseroles and
dips can be kept in an insulated
carrying case while serving to en-
sure they stay at or above 140 de-
grees.

And finally, refrigerate any left-
overs within two hours. If it’s an
especially hot day and food is ex-
posed to temperatures 90 degrees
or higher, refrigerate within one
hour.
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CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

SERVICES

Woodwry, Inc.
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry
- fine woodworking,
design, tile, closet & ga-
rage organizers, repairs,
etc.
Originally based in Palm
Beach County- Refer-
ences. Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-
Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net Website: Woodwrx.
net.

Thomas Land
Solutions LLC
Forestry mulching, over-
grown property cleanup,
bush-hogging, pasture
& field reclamation, ATV
& walking trails, hunting
lanes, skid-steer, trac-
tor and mini-excavator
work. Free estimates.
Call 276-229-9410 or
Facebook Thomas Land
Solutions LLC

FOR SALE

Items for sale
-3-bag grass-catcher for
BX-2350 Kubota tractor.

- Framed vinyl window
32x54 complete $60
- Aluminum storm win-
dow 36x54 $35
- Rear chrome bumper
for Ranger pickup $65
For more info call 276-
340-7634

If you've read this far,
you can see how a clas-
sified ad in the Henry
County Enterprise can
work. Let our readers
know you’re hiring with a
classified ad in The En-
terprise for as little as $8
a week. Call 276-694-
3101 or email submis-
sions@theenterprise.net
for more information.

VPS Virginia Press
Services

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcom-
ing auctions statewide

and in other states.
Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or
Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net

Call (276) 694-3101

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vinyl Replacement
Windows Installed!
Starting at $350 Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! Ronnie Jenkins
[l Windows, Siding,
Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! American Made
Products!

Prepare for power
outages today with
a GENERAC home
standby generator. $0
Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Op-
tions. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before
the next power outage:
1-844-947-1479

Replace your roof
with the best looking
and longest lasting
material steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up
to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gut-
ter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most

advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior &amp; Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

The bathroom of your
dreams for as little as
$149/month! BCI Bath

& Shower. Many options
available. Quality mate-
rials &amp; professional
installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time Offer
- FREE virtual in-home
consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-

Be sure to like the
Henry County Enterprise

on Facebook

540-353.5869 https:/ fwww.stairliftsadl.com/

Acorn Stairlifts & Liftkar Lifts

- ADL-
Daily Living

Sales, Service, Install
i New or Used Rentals
/& Will Service Other Brands

Advances For

Submit your community news and

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net

Be sure to like
the Henry
County Enterprise
on Facebook

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

turing our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off

for a limited time! Call
today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step
1-877-591-9950

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as
one day. For a limited

time, waving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional

terms apply. Subject
to change and vary
by dealer. (Offer ends
6/30/24.) Call 1-877-
460-5348

PETS
When veterinary care
is unavailable or unaf-

fordable, ask for Happy

Jack® animal
healthcare products
for cats, dogs, &amp;

horses. At Tractor Sup-

ply® &amp; Southern
States®.

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncon-

tested, $475+$86 court

cost. WILLS-$295.00.
No court appearance.
Estimated completion
time twenty-one days.
Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com.

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the

compact design and

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

long-lasting battery of

Inogen One. Free in-

formation kit! Call 888-
608-4974

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT
just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get

your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the
details! 1-888-550-3083
www.dental50plus.com/

virginia #6258

Become a Published
Author. We want to
Read Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript
submissions currently
being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services:
Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for Your
Free Author's Guide
1-888-366-7596 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/
vapress

@
ise.net

issions

Email
submi
theenterpr

Serving Henry County; Martingville, and Surrounding Area
AV \

' henryc‘ou‘htvyenterprise.com ‘

Published Each Saturday

Michael Showell, Publisher
Debbie Hall, Editor
dhall@theenterprise.net
(276) 694-3101

Wendi Craig, Advertising Manager

advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

(276) 340-2445

Give us your view:

The Henry County Enterprise
encourages letters from our readers on
topics of general interest to the
community and responses to our articles
and columns. Letters must be signed and
have a telephone number where you can
be reached to be considered for
publication. All letters will be verified
before publication. The Henry County
Enterprise reserves the right to deny
publication of any letter and edit letters for
length, content and style.

If you have news about or an upcoming
event for your organization, company or
church, email dhall@theenterprise.net
and/or call (276) 694-3101

LEGAL

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
HENRY COUNTY J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re NORRIS, SAIGE NICOLE
HENRY-MARTINSVILLE DSS v. HOUSTON EVERETTE NORRIS
The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS OF HOUS-
TON EVERETTE NORRIS TO HIS DAUGHTER, SAIGE NI-
COLE NORRIS, BORN 1/26/2011, PURSUANT TO VA CODE
SECTION 16.1-283.

IT IS ORDERED that the defendant HOUSTON EVERETTE
NORRIS appear at the above-named Court and protect his interests

on or before 09/09/2024 at 9:45 AM.
%@—’
T CLERK

Case No. JJ014825-08-00

LEGAL

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
HENRY COUNTY J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re NORRIS, SAIGE NICOLE
HENRY-MARTINSVILLE DSS v. CHEREE NICOLE DALTON
The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS OF CHER-
EE NICOLE DALTON TO HER DAUGHTER, SAIGE NICOLE
NORRIS, BORN 1/26/2011, PURSUANT TO VA CODE SECTION
16.1-283.

IT IS ORDERED that the defendant CHEREE NICOLE DAL-
TON appear at the above-named Court and protect her interests on or

before 09/09/2024 at 9:45 AM.
@/@——)
1 CLERK

Case No. JJ014825-09-00

05/23/2024

LEGAL

All Positions Available, SALE REP,
ACCOUNTANT and MANY MORE

Bookkeeper ¢ Cashier ¢ Payroll
 Customer Service
* Account Coordinator

* Finance * Business * Marketing
* Admissions Representative
* Office Clerk * Help Desk Assistant

As part of our expansion program, our company
is looking for part time Work from home Account
Manager and sales representatives, it pays $1700
monthly plus benefits and takes only little of your
time. Please contact us for more details. Require-
ments - Should be computer literate. 2-3 hours
access to the internet weekly. Must be over 24yrs
of age. Must be Efficient and Dedicated. If you
are interested and need more information,
contact: Kenneth.bbraun.com@outlook.com

for more details.

COUNTY OF HENRY

REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a public hear-
ing has been scheduled for June 12, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the Sum-
merlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, Kings
Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia. Following this public hearing, the
Planning Commission will make a recommendation on the application
to the Board of Supervisors.
The Henry County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hear-
ing on the following application on June 25, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building,
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.
The purpose of this public hearing is to receive input into the possible
rezoning of property. Following are the specifics of the public hearing.
Case R-24-10 Jerry Cecil Stump
The property is located at 2129 Reed Creek Dr, in the Reed Creek Dis-
trict. The Tax Map number is 16.5(40)/9. The applicant is requesting the
rezoning of approximately 1.6-acres from Suburban Residential District
S-R to Agricultural District A-1. The applicant wishes to build addi-
tional accessory buildings on the property.
The application for this request may be viewed in the Department of
Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
» State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at
(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yows business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121
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Apartment Complex
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Landmark

Martinsville Mayor LC Jones said the site,
formerly the American of Martinsville
factory, was dormant for years.

of

Development

Services Director
and Construction

Asset

officially started in 2018.

to grow, change its vision, and look at its need
for housing within and outside the community,
Jones said the Martinsville City Council at that
time came up with the idea to work with Land-
mark Asset Services, a development and own-
ership company based in Winston-Salem, N.C.,
“to see what this could look like and fulfill the
need, not just in housing, but for a lot of the el-
derly in our community.”

Jones said this project has been four years in
the making, with a lot of state, federal, and local
partners to make it happen.

“Today marks a great day not just for Mar-
tinsville, but for the state of Virginia,” he said.
“As Martinsville grows and we have people come
into this community from all over, it is a plea-
sure to be able to welcome them to something
that we're working so hard to build.”

Once completed, Jones said the apartment
complex will be a live-in community that’s af-
fordable and welcome to all.

Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martinsville, said he
loves the smell of turned dirt because it means
the project is progressing.

“I know 1t’s been a while. We had COVID, and

Renewal Brewing

(cont. from page 1)

Uptown Underground.

at Franklin Street and thought how great it
would be to see all those storefronts lit up and
open at night, to have places for the crowd to go
once the event was over.”

Phase one of the brewery’s opening will fea-
ture a speakeasy and brewhouse in the base-
ment level of the historic 1893 building that
was constructed with Carnegie steel. The
building, which has housed various businesses
over the years including an A&P grocery store,
has undergone a meticulous renovation and
is now set to become a cornerstone of Uptown
Martinsville’s revitalization.

The three-phase renovation and opening will
celebrate Martinsville’s past, present, and fu-
ture. The downstairs speakeasy, also known as
the “Uptown Underground,” is complete with
an upright grand piano from the early 1900s,
which harkens back to Martinsville’s past.

Phase two, which the team hopes to complete
later this year, will be a modern-day brewpub
with food options, and phase three will be a

interest rates, and all the things that went on,
but so proud of our community and this project,
and all the hard work that so many have put
into it,” he said.

Phillips said he previously worked with Land-
mark Associates on some hotels in South Caro-
lina, and vouched for the company.

“They’re a wonderful company,” he said, and
he is “looking forward to getting this thing
kicked off and started, and seeing the final re-
sult. It’s good for our community.”

While it may take a while from the time the
project starts until it finishes, Phillips said it
doesn’t mean people aren’t working hard behind
the scenes.

Landmark Director of Development and
Construction Management John Stiltner said
in 2018, the company formed a public-private
partnership with Martinsvilleto not only create
senior housing but also to revitalize the area.

“It’s been a long road. We were awarded tax
credits in 2019, construction took off, COVID
happened,” and “we had to go get some more
money, and a lot of people stepped in on the
money including the City of Martinsville ... to

KMW President Josh Blevins believes the
Aaron Mills Apartment Complex will be a
Management John Stiltner said the project great addition to the area.

Del. Eric Phillips said the project is
progressing.

help us push this along and get us to closing
faster,” he said.

Stiltner said Landmark is excited about the
site’s amenities and bringing a community into
a small site it will help create.

“We're really excited to get this project under-
way after five years. It’s been a long time com-
ing,” he said.

At the end of the day, Stiltner said he and
Landmark are proud and humbled by what is
being created - giving much needed housing to
a demographic that’s at the highest risk in the
community.

He also thanked the numerous people who
worked on this project behind the scenes includ-
ing West Piedmont Planning District (WPPD),
Virginia Housing, KMW Builders, and others.

KMW President Josh Blevins said he believes
the Aaron Mills Apartment Complex will be a
great addition to the area.

“This is our first project in Virginia, I'm really
looking forward to it and glad it’s here in Mar-
tinsville. I think everybody’s going to be excited
for it,” he said.

(=

Another angleof the bar.

rooftop space where, Atwell said, people will be
able to look out at Martinsville and the moun-
tains beyond and imagine what the future will
hold for the city.

A Community Hub

Renewal Brewing takes its name from the
owners’ hope that the brewery will inject new
energy into Uptown Martinsville and help spur
revitalization efforts in the area. The team
aims to help increase foot traffic uptown by cre-
ating a lively and welcoming community space.
The brewery features twelve unique craft beers
on tap, all brewed on-site with Herzberg over-
seeing the brewery operations.

While Atwell and Donivan plan on a full
schedule of live music, theme nights, and even
dueling piano events, they also look forward
to relaxed evenings where customers come to
enjoy the cozy speakeasy vibe and enjoy time
with friends. The space will also be available

A seating area.

for private event rentals.

“We see what Martinsville can be,” Atwell
said. “There’s potential here for everyone to
thrive and grow. We hope that opening this
brewery will inject new energy into Uptown
and help spur on revitalization efforts. We
want Martinsville to be a destination.”

To learn more, follow Renewal Brewing on
Facebook for the most up-to-date hours and in-
formation.

Free grief camps offered
for youngsters, teens

When children experience the

peutic environment,

learning

Collinsville man held with
no bond in connection

loss of a loved one, they often
grapple with complex emotions
and challenges as they navigate
grief and try to make sense of
their feelings. Mountain Valley,
a local hospice and palliative
care organization, is here to
help. Through the Love’s PEAK
program, which stands for “Pro-
viding Empathy and Assurance
for Kids,” the organization of-
fers both pediatric hospice ser-
vices and bereavement support
for children who have experi-
enced a loss.

This year, Mountain Valley’s
Love’s PEAK grief camps are
being offered in two locations
- Jack Dalton Park in Collins-
ville, (July 12) and Dobson First
Baptist in Dobson, NC (July 19).
The grief camps are a fun, free
day for children (6 — 12) and
teens (13 — 16) who have expe-
rienced a loss or expect a loss in
the near future. Through art,
music, and other fun activities
kids come together in a thera-

that mourning is not a process
of forgetting but a way of re-
membering with less pain.

“Grief Camp 1s 1mportant
because it provides a relaxed,
fun-filled environment where a
child can express their sorrow
while making connections with
other children who have experi-
enced similar loss,” said Kristie
Byrd, director of patient advo-
cacy.

Love’s PEAK camps are free
to all families with children and
teens who have or are experi-
encing grief. Learn more about
the camps and register through
the Mountain Valley website at
https://www.mtnvalleyhospice.
org/camp2024/.

In the meantime, the Love’s
PEAK program also offers con-
tinuous support for young indi-
viduals who are grieving over
the loss of a loved one. For more
information on Love’s PEAK,
contact Kristie Byrd or Stepha-
nie Tilley at 1-888-789-2922.

with bank robbery

The Eden Police Department
Investigations  Division  be-
gan conducting a high-priority
armed robbery at Truist Bank
on Friday, May 31. The branch
was located at 680 S Van Buren
Road, Eden, N.C., according to a
release.

Officers arrived at the scene
and learned a suspect had en-
tered the bank and brandished
a handgun at the clerk, demand-
ing money. Afterwards, a man
allegedly fled in an unknown
direction with an undisclosed
amount of money. The tellers
were shaken but uninjured, ac-
cording to authorities.

The Henry and Patrick county
sheriff’s offices began assisting
the Eden Police Department in
reference to this robbery on June
3, and developed a suspect. A
short time later the suspect was
identified as Bobby Dobbins, 53.

Dobbins was located and ar-
rested in Collinsville. Henry

Bobby Dobbins

County Sheriff’s deputies issued
a Fugitive of Justice warrant
based of the charge on felony
robbery from Eden, North Caro-
lina.

Dobbins is currently held in
the Henry County Adult Deten-
tion Center with no bond.
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Infinity Acres

(cont. from page 1)
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Mining for gems atthe new gem mining truck. (Contributed)

“They had a blast,” with the visitors “and they
really enjoyed all the attention that they were
getting,” said ranch owner Laura Steere.

The capybara duo came from other zoos, with
local ranch personnel working to maintain a so-
cial connection to get them ready for the grand
reveal.

“They are really gentle animals,” said Steere,
who also acknowledged they require a lot of care.
The duo won’t be available to travel to events,
but Steere said if they have offspring, then the
young animals would travel for a period of time.

The Gem Mining Station was also a hit, giv-
ing kids and adults an opportunity to collect
gemstones.

“This was the maiden voyage for the gem
mine. It started off a little slow, but as soon as
people tried it, we had a line,” Steere said, add-
ing the station is mobile enough to be featured
at events and is easy to use for both children
and adults.

The Pirate Ship Playground was also a hit
with youngsters. The ship, which was funded
by Woodmen’s Life Insurance Company, is sur-
rounded by a playground. Many children took
to the ship to pretend that they had become pi-
rates.

Of all the new additions, Steere said that the
capybaras were her favorite. “They are so sweet

Three United Way Interns are helping out at the Infinity Acre
Ranch. (Contributed)

and affectionate; they have my heart.”

She said the ranch is always considering try-
ing new things, and she was impressed with the
number of new attractions. “Three surprises for
this year is way overreaching our usual goal.”

The ranch had many other animals on dis-
play, and families could walk a llama around
a short obstacle course run by Hannah Young,
one of the three United Way interns. Volunteers
and interns talked to attendees about the vari-
ous animals and helped them interact. Snacks
were also sold under a shelter, where an open
mic was available for aspiring musicians.

“Seeing the community come out and support
Infinity Acres Ranch gave me the biggest joy. I
was so pleased with that,” Steere said.

Many families also offered to help during
the festival. “It’s a great opportunity for people
to come together and share some family fun,”
Steere said, and added that she loved being able
to capture pictures of children enjoying their
time on the ranch.

The entry fee for the carnival was reduced to
$5 due to the economic situation of the commu-
nity. “Everything is costing more now, so we de-
cided to do something different and drop our fee
for this year’s event,” she said.

Woodmen Life Insurance Company helped to fund Infinity
Acres’s pirate ship. (Contributed)
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United Way intern Hannah Young with the walkable llamas
at the ranch’s Spring Carnival.

Infinity Acres’s next upcoming event is their
Animal Adventure Summer Camp, with three
different dates. A Different Abilities Camp also
will be offered. It is free for qualified families.
Additionally, the ranch is always looking for
volunteers. Those interested may visit www.in-
finityacres.org for more information and to fill
out a volunteer application.

Two named to SB&D
Magazine’s list

Spencer Johnson

Spencer Johnson, of the Mar-
tinsville Henry County Economic
Development Corp. (EDC), was
named to the Southern Business
& Development Magazine’s “Un-
der 50 to Watch” list. Individuals
named to this list are helping to
secure job- and investment-gen-

il
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Leigh Carter Cockram

erating projects. Johnson is the
EDC’s Director of Research & Op-
erations.

Leigh Carter Cockram, who lives
in Henry County and is the direc-
tor of Economic and Tourism De-
velopment in Rockingham County,
N.C., also was named to the list.

Martinsville bu

siness featured

on international news

ActivWall Systems, a custom win-
dow and door manufacturer in Mar-
tinsville, Virginia, was recently high-
lighted on the French news program
“Good Morning Business.” The pro-
gram aired on BFM Business through-
out France and featured a news seg-
ment about the social media app
TikTok and its impact on businesses
in the United States, like ActivWall.

ActivWall has been using TikTok
as part of its digital marketing strat-
egy since October 2021 and was rec-
ognized for effective marketing on
the platform the following year. This
month, officials at TikTok connected
Antoine Heulard, an International
correspondent for BFMTV, with Ac-
tivWall for the story. Heulard visited
ActivWall’s showroom and produc-
tion facility in Virginia to learn how
the growing business uses the Tik-
Tok platform and the positive impact
a well-performing video can have on
leads, sales, and brand recognition.

Jennifer Doss, ActivWall's Market-
ing Director, was interviewed in the
story while several staff members
were shown at work. Doss shared the
excitement generated the first time
the company’s videos went viral on
TikTok and how that and subsequent

viral videos have led to increased
sales, new business partnerships, and
expanded product lines.

In the story, Sales Representative
Katie Whitlow demonstrated several
ActivWall products, including a Gas
Strut Window, a Bi-Fold Window,
and a Pivot Door, as Doss filmed a
promotional TikTok. Doss explained
to Heulard that while ActivWall uses
a variety of social media platforms for
advertising and marketing, “TikTok
has been by far the most effective and
cost-efficient way for us to reach new
customers.” The business currently
has more than 32,600 followers on the
platform, significantly more than any
competitors in the industry.

Duke Ferrell, ActivWall’s President
and CEO, said he has been surprised
and impressed by the business growth
generated through TikTok. He told
Heulard that “increased employee
morale has been an unexpected added
benefit of the platform, as our staff
members enjoy participating in Tik-
Tok videos.”

While the future of TikTok in the
United States 1s uncertain, both Doss
and Ferrell plan for ActivWall to con-
tinue using the platform to promote its
products for as long as possible.

Student Briefs

Martinsville resident gradu-
ates with honors from James
Madison University

Rya Hall of Martinsville gradu-
ated Magna Cum Laude with a
degree(s) in Elementary Education
- BS from James Madison Univer-
sity during commencement exer-
cises in May 2024.

Hall was among more than 4,482
students who received undergrad-
uate and graduate degrees.

Minter earns degree from
Hollins

Lidia Soto Minter of Martinsville
received the BA in English, cum
laude, during Hollins University’s
182nd commencement ceremony
on May 19, 2024.

Six local students
JMU’s spring grads

The following students gradu-
ated during James Madison Uni-
versity’s May 2024 commencement
exercises:

William Fisher of Martinsville
received a degree in Biology - BS.

Kaden Knight of Ridgeway re-
ceived a degree in Statistics - BS.

Nathalie Mateos of Martinsville
received a degree in Biology - BA.

Ulises Sarabia of Bassett re-
ceived a degree in Mathematics -
BS.

Alyssa Sechrist of Axton received
a degree in Elementary Education
- BS.

Lucas Wilson of Martinsville re-
ceived a degree in Economics - BS.

Five named to JMU’s Dean’s
List

The following students were
among those named to James Mad-
ison University’s Dean’s List for

among

the spring 2024 semester.

Addison Belongia of Collinsville,
who is majoring in Elementary Ed-
ucation - BS.

Ian Betton of Martinsville, who
is majoring in Engineering - BS.

Sydney Witcher of Martinsville,
who is majoring in Engineering -
BS.

Dylan Shelton of Axton, who is
majoring in Intelligence Analysis
- BS.

Cole Curtiss of Harrisonburg,
who is majoring in International
Affairs - BA.

Shenandoah Announces
Spring 2024 Dean’s List

Fabiola Vazquez Becerra, of Mar-
tinsville, is one of 989 students who
earned a spot on the Dean’s List
at Shenandoah University for the
Spring 2024 semester.

To qualify for the Dean’s List,
students must be enrolled full-time
in baccalaureate degree programs
and earn a semester GPA of 3.50 or
higher. Dean’s List students who
achieve a semester GPA of 3.90 or
higher also qualify for the univer-
sity’s President’s List.

Becerra also was one of 444 stu-
dents named to the President’s List
at Shenandoah University for the
Spring 2024 semester.

To qualify for this prestigious ac-
ademic recognition, students must
be enrolled full-time in baccalau-
reate degree programs and attain
a semester GPA of 3.90 or higher.
All President’s List honorees are
also recognized on the university’s
Dean’s List, which includes stu-
dents who earn a semester GPA of
3.50 or higher.

Service available for seniors
who need help cooling

The Southern Area Agency on
Aging’s Senior Cool Care Pro-
gram is for eligible seniors who
need cooling in their homes.
SAAA 1is accepting applications
for the program, which provides

fans and air conditioners to qual-
ifying older persons. Must be 60
years of age or older and meet
eligibility requirements. To find
out if you are eligible call (276)
632-6442.

See more at
www.henrycountyenterprise.com
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By Taylor Boyd

The Fayette Area Historical Ini-
tiative (FAHI) will hold its third an-
nual Juneteenth event from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. on Saturday, June 15, in
Baldwin Park, located at 500 Swan-

son St., in Martinsville.

Charisse Hairston, FAHI’s execu-
tive director, said the Juneteenth
Homecoming is a free community
event that will include food trucks,
entertainment like
dance, art, bounce houses, a black-

live music,

owned winery, and more.

“It’s a great opportunity for the
community to come out and” have
a good time. “We'’re trying to expose
the community to things they didn’t
know exists, while at the same time
celebrating this awesome holiday
and provide something for the com-

munity as well,” she said.

Juneteenth is celebrated annual-
ly on June 19 to commemorate the
emancipation of enslaved people in
the United States. It was first cel-
ebrated in Texas, where the last
enslaved people were freed on June
19, 1865, after the enforcement of
Emancipation Proclamation.
Hairston said Juneteenth has been

the

celebrated in Texas for a long time.

“Now in the last few years, it is
something that has gained the at-
tention, I would say, of the entire
United States and the whole world,”

she said.

While the enslavement of African
Americans is a large part of June-
teenth, Hairston said FAHI and the
festival also will focus on the perse-

verance.

“So, in doing that, during June-
teenth festivals, we try to showcase
the different diaspora of the Afri-
can American heritage to the type
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Annual Juneteenth
event set for June 15

of music,” she said. “A lot of people
don’t understand we have so many
different types of music, and that’s
why we're doing like an old school
gospel, then a new school gospel - a
more contemporary form. Then we
also have like the praise dance you
will see in some of our churches, but
then we also have an African-style
dance, and” then there’s R&B mu-
sic and its styles.

Hairston estimates 1,000 people
will attend the event; last year, that
number was estimated at 800-1,000
people.

“I just want people to come out,
and actually support it in person.
That would be great,” Hairston
said.

There will be about half a dozen
food trucks on site as well as a des-
sert truck, dessert vendors, fresh
lemonade vendors, and other food
and craft vendors.

“It will be a big variety of things.
You don’t have to purchase any-
thing to come to the festival, but
those things will be there,” she said.

“The festival is free, so all the
entertainment, the singing, the
dance — all that’s free just to come
and bring you a lawn chair. We also
have the bleachers at the park,” she
said.

Musical and dance performances
are scheduled by Larnell Starkey &
the Spiritual Seven, Fresh W.I.N.D,
Christoff Hairston of America’s
Got Talent fame, RockSteady, and
Kuumba Dance Ensemble, Inc.

The guest host will be The Incred-
ible DJ dJoe. from 102Jamz Drank
on the Rox Morning Show.

For more information, go to Face-
book.com/FayetteAreaHistoricalln-
itiative.

City now accepting applications
for food truck event

By Taylor Boyd

The City of Martinsville is ac-
cepting applications for its Au-
gust 10 Food Truck Pull-Up that
will be held on Main Street from
2-7 p.m.

Public Information Officer (POI)
Kendall Davis said the city is part-
nering with Heads of State Enter-
tainment to also hold a cruise-in.

“They do a lot of car shows and
festivals in the area,” he said.

So far, Davis said the city has
received over 20 applications from
food truck vendors. There is cur-
rently no set application deadline.

“We are also reaching out to in-
dividual food trucks that we are
targeting. We're looking to have
25 to 30 food trucks, but we're
not just going to accept every food
truck that comes in because we
want to have a variety of different
options,” he said.

Davis said there will also be
business vendors and brick and

mortar stores out on the street
selling their wares.

“We will be having a ‘Kid’s Row.’
Walnut Street will be devoted to
kids, so we’re talking about bal-
loons, kids’ musical acts we're try-
ing to book right now,” he said.

Davis said the city expects this
to be one of the biggest events in
the Martinsville-Henry County
area this year.

“We're excited to bring it back.
There was one in 2019 that wasn’t
organized by the city, but it was a
hit. From what we’ve heard from
people since we announced, they
missed that event. There’s just a
lot of excitement about bringing
this back,” he said.

He added other announcements
will potentially come, and asked
people to stay up to date.

Food truck vendors interested in
participating in the event should
go to www.martinsville-va.gov/
foodtrucksignup.

Blood and platelet
donors needed now

The American Red Cross critically
needs blood and platelet donors now
following a concerning decrease in
donations as the country has experi-
enced an increase in severe weather
systems and historic travel. In fact,
over the past month about 20,000 few-
er blood donations were collected than
needed to maintain the Red Cross na-

tional blood supply.

According to the Transportation Se-
curity Administration (TSA), five of
the busiest travel days ever happened
this month and more record-breaking
travel is expected this summer — a
busy time when many regular donors
may be unable to give. Additionally,
as the U.S. approaches what AAA
calls the “100 deadliest days” of sum-
mer for auto accidents, it is critical
hospitals have lifesaving blood prod-
ucts on hand for all trauma and ac-
cident victims who count on transfu-
sions when there is no time to waste.
In some of the most-dire situations,
medical teams may need to use hun-

dreds of blood products to save a life.

Storm response efforts The Me-
morial Day weekend brought the bus-
iest severe weather day of the year so
far, with 26 reported tornadoes across
10 states. For example, in western
North Carolina, strong storms and
high winds in counties like Madison
and Clay resulted in dozens of homes
and structures being destroyed and
over 130 people needing assistance,
including over 30 overnight stays
in an emergency shelter. Red Cross
teams continue to provide food, aid,
and assistance to residents affected

by the severe storms.

Just three weeks ago, an EF-1 tor-
nado hit Cleveland and Gaston Coun-
ties, causing thousands to lose power
and resulting in at least one death. An
intense hail storm in Rock Hill, S.C.
in April toppled trees and damaged
numerous homes and cars, causing
millions of dollars in financial damage
according to local officials. Recovery
efforts for these individuals and fami-

lies affected by the disaster continue.

With the most active year for tor-
nadoes since 2017, hundreds of Red
Cross disaster workers and partners
are working around the clock across
multiple states to make sure people
affected by this severe weather have a
safe place to stay, food, relief supplies
and emotional and spiritual support.
Emergency shelters are open in some

of the hardest hit areas.

Meanwhile, in the North Carolina
region and across the country, Red
Cross disaster workers are continuing
to help assess the damage where it is
safe to do so with preliminary reports
indicating nearly 3,000 homes either

destroyed or with major damage.

The Red Cross is monitoring the

weather and standing by to open addi-
tional shelters if needed. Should new
communities be impacted, the organi-
zation will be on the ground providing
help in the days and weeks to come.

How to help Individuals are urged
to help those facing emergencies —
whether a need for a lifesaving blood
transfusion or a need for shelter from
the storm.

*Make a blood donation appoint-
ment by downloading the American
Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit-
ing RedCrossBlood.org, calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). All
blood types are needed to ensure a re-
liable supply for patients. A blood do-
nor card or driver’s license or two other
forms of identification are required at
check-in. Individuals who are 17 years
of age in most states (16 with parental
consent where allowed by state law),
weigh at least 110 pounds and are in
generally good health may be eligible
to donate blood. High school students
and other donors 18 years of age and
younger also have to meet certain
height and weight requirements.

*Help people affected by disasters
like flooding and countless other cri-
ses by making a financial donation
to Red Cross Disaster Relief today at
redcross.org or via 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767). Your gift enables
the Red Cross to prepare for, respond
to and help people recover from disas-
ters big and small.

*Put on a red vest and join us as a
volunteer today to provide relief and
hope when it matters most. Visit red-
cross.org/volunteertoday to sign up for
local opportunities. With the NOAA
prediction of an active hurricane
season for 2024, the North Carolina
Region is especially welcoming those
interested in the following volunteer
opportunities:

*Sheltering — Volunteers are
trained to help provide aid, support,
and assistance to individuals and
families at Red Cross emergency shel-
ters. Opportunities for deployment
are available.

Disaster Relief — Volunteers are
trained to provide immediate aid,
support, and assistance in the field
to those individuals and families af-
fected by disaster.

The Red Cross has teamed up with
Tetris, creators of the iconic, best-sell-
ing video game, to celebrate their 40th
anniversary and build the blood sup-
ply for patients in need. In commemo-
ration, all who answer the call to help
May 20-June 9 will get an exclusive
Tetris® + Red Cross T-shirt, while
supplies last, plus be automatically
entered for a chance to win a trip for
two to New York to meet Tetris cre-
ator, Alexey Pajitnov. See RedCross-
Blood.org/Tetris for details.

Correction

Ray Preston, a mem-
ber of Martinsville High
School’s Class of 2024,

was misidentified in last
week’s edition. We regret
the error.

Planning sessions set
for Ignite Hope Project

The Harvest Foundation’s small
grants program Project Hope re-
turns for a third year, continuing
to bring hope and positive changes
to neighborhoods in Martinsville-
Henry County.

“In a time where challenges often
overshadow optimism,” said In-
dia Brown, program officer at The
Harvest Foundation, “Project Hope
reminds us of the power of collec-
tive action. It provides community
members with an opportunity to
create their own bright spots, show-
ing that small actions can lead to
big change.”

Four Ignite Hope Project Plan-
ning meetings will be held through-
out the month of June at locations
across Martinsville-Henry County.
These meetings are designed to
brainstorm and workshop ideas
that will bring hope to local neigh-
borhoods. All sessions will be held
from 6-8 p.m. and all members of
the community are welcome to at-
tend.

Session #1 - June 3 at Grand Fi-
esta Venue, located at 6812 Greens-
boro Road in Ridgeway.

Session #2 - June 6 at Spencer
Penn Centre, located at 475 Spen-
cer Road in Spencer.

Session #3 - June 10 at 207 at the
Plaza, located at 10 E Church St. in
Martinsville.

Session #4 - June 20 at the HJDB
Event Center, located at 3289 Riv-
erside Drive in Bassett.

Submissions for this year’s grants
program must fall within the fol-
lowing theme: Community Connec-
tions: Creating inclusive spaces,

fostering meaningful interactions,
and empowering community mem-
bers to learn, grow and connect.
These projects should be volunteer-
led and bring people together by
promoting interaction and empow-
erment.

Examples could include cultural
diversity and arts initiatives; edu-
cational programs addressing com-
munity challenges, such as health
awareness and prevention; peer
support groups providing a sup-
portive environment for shared
experiences and learning; beautifi-
cation and/or enhancement of gath-
ering spaces that are accessible to
the public; and the establishment
of safe places for vulnerable groups
such as the youth, unhoused, etc.

Project Hope launched in 2022
as a way to celebrate The Harvest
Foundation’s 20th Anniversary. A
13-member committee comprising
local “hope builders” reviews grant
applications and allocates funding
for the program. Project Hope 2023
awarded nine recipients a total of
$91,287 for local, volunteer-led
projects.

To find out more about Project
Hope 2024, visit our website and
read the RFP (request for propos-
als) here: www.theharvestfounda-
tion.org/project-hope.

Email
submissions@
theenterprise.net
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Members of the community are invited to attend an Ignite Hope Project Planning session
throughout the month of June. Pictured are participants from the 2023 Ignite Hope pjctured are grant recipients from Project Hope 2023.
meeting.

Planning sessions set for Ignite Hope Project

The Harvest Foundation’s small grants
program Project Hope returns for a third
year, continuing to bring hope and positive
changes to neighborhoods in Martinsville-
Henry County.

“In a time where challenges often over-
shadow optimism,” said India Brown, pro-
gram officer at The Harvest Foundation,
“Project Hope reminds us of the power of
collective action. It provides community
members with an opportunity to create
their own bright spots, showing that small
actions can lead to big change.”

Four Ignite Hope Project Planning meet-
ings will be held throughout the month of
June at locations across Martinsville-Hen-
ry County. These meetings are designed
to brainstorm and workshop ideas that
will bring hope to local neighborhoods. All
sessions will be held from 6-8 p.m. and all
members of the community are welcome to
attend.

Session #1 - June 3 at Grand Fiesta Ven-
ue, located at 6812 Greensboro Road in
Ridgeway.

Session #2 - June 6 at Spencer Penn Cen-
tre, located at 475 Spencer Road in Spen-
cer.

Session #3 - June 10 at 207 at the Plaza,
located at 10 E Church St. in Martinsville.

Session #4 - June 20 at the HJDB Event
Center, located at 3289 Riverside Drive in
Bassett.

Submissions for this year’s grants pro-
gram must fall within the following theme:
Community Connections: Creating inclu-
sive spaces, fostering meaningful interac-
tions, and empowering community mem-
bers to learn, grow and connect. These
projects should be volunteer-led and bring
people together by promoting interaction
and empowerment.

Examples could include cultural diver-
sity and arts initiatives; educational pro-

grams addressing community challenges,
such as health awareness and prevention,;
peer support groups providing a supportive
environment for shared experiences and
learning; beautification and/or enhance-
ment of gathering spaces that are acces-
sible to the public; and the establishment
of safe places for vulnerable groups such as
the youth, unhoused, etc.

Project Hope launched in 2022 as a way
to celebrate The Harvest Foundation’s 20th
Anniversary. A 13-member committee com-
prising local “hope builders” reviews grant
applications and allocates funding for the
program. Project Hope 2023 awarded nine
recipients a total of $91,287 for local, vol-
unteer-led projects.

To find out more about Project Hope
2024, visit our website and read the RFP
(request for proposals) here: www.thehar-
vestfoundation.org/project-hope.

Sounds on the Square to feature Barefoot Modern

Sounds on the Square will celebrate its sec-
ond night of the 2024 season with Barefoot
Modern on Friday, June 7, on the Plaza of the
Historic Henry County Courthouse, 1 Kast
Main Street, 7-10 p.m.

Admission is free. Beginning at 6 p.m.,
Scuffle Hill Brewing Company will serve craft
beers, and A Heavenly Sandwhich will sell
food. Bring a lawn chair or blanket. Invite your
friends and family for an evening of live mu-
sic at Uptown Martinsville’s premier concert
series.

Barefoot Modern is a Boone, North Carolina,

2024
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Bring a chair

A Heavenly Sandwhich

favorite and voted best local band in The Ap-
palachian’s Best of Boone 2021 edition. The
performance will be by the acoustic duo mak-
ing indie-pop music that gives off an exciting
vibe. They will also perform the best of Brit-
ish bands from the 1960s and 1970s, from the
Beatles to the Stones to the Police and Queen
and beyond! In 2019, Barefoot Modern won the
Best Alternative Indie Award for their musi-
cal submission at the Richmond International
Film Festival, beating out more than 2,000
bands.

Coordinated by the Martinsville-Henry Coun-

ty Historical Society, Sounds on the Square is
sponsored by Carter Bank & Trust, Children
First Pediatrics, Deskins, Inc., The Estate &
Elder Law Center of Southside Virginia, Hook-
er Furnishings, The Lester Group, New Col-
lege Institute, and Sarver Cleaning Services.
A finalist in the Best of the Blue Ridge 2024
as Family Friendly Festival, Sounds on the
Square is enjoyed by patrons of all ages, gen-
erations, and cultures. This will be the fourth
year of the series and continues to be some of
the most popular Uptown offerings generating
vitality and community engagement.

Animal breeder pleads guilty to animal welfare, other crimes

Envigo RMS LLC pleaded guilty to conspir-
ing to knowingly violate the Animal Welfare
Act, and Envigo Global Services Inc. pleaded
guilty to a felony of conspiring to knowingly
violate the Clean Water Act. Both pleas are
in relation to a dog breeding facility located
in Cumberland County, Virginia, from which
the Justice Department secured the surren-
der of over 4,000 beagles in 2022.

As part of the resolution, Inotiv — of which
Envigo RMS and Envigo Global Services are
subsidiaries — will guarantee more than $35
million in payments, be subject to increased
animal care standards and be subject to a
compliance monitor. This resolution marks
the largest ever fine in an Animal Welfare
Act case.

“Envigo promoted a business culture that
prioritized profit and convenience over fol-
lowing the law. This callous approach led to
dire consequences: the inhumane treatment
of animals and the contamination of our wa-
terway,” said U.S. Attorney Christopher R.
Kavanaugh for the Western District of Vir-
ginia. “The historic monetary penalties and
significant compliance measures as part of
these guilty pleas send a clear message: ev-
ery company, in every industry, must have
compliance and corporate responsibility as a
critical part of their business model.”

According to court documents, Envigo
RMS conspired to knowingly violate the Ani-
mal Welfare Act by failing to provide, among
other things, adequate veterinary care, ad-
equate staffing and safe living conditions for
dogs housed at the Cumberland County fa-
cility.

In addition, Envigo Global Services con-
spired to knowingly violate the Clean Water
Act by failing to properly operate and main-
tain the wastewater treatment plant at the
Cumberland County facility, which led to
massive unlawful discharges of insufficient-
ly treated wastewater into a local waterway
and also impacted the health and well-being
of the dogs at the facility.

Under the terms of the plea agreement, the
entities will serve from three to five years of
probation and pay a total criminal fine of $22
million — that is $11 million for each vio-
lation. In addition, the entities will pay ap-

proximately $1.1 million to the Virginia Ani-
mal Fighting Task Force and approximately
$1.9 million to the Humane Society of the
United States for direct assistance provided
to the investigation.

An additional $3.5 million will be paid to
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
to benefit and restore the environment and
ecosystems in Cumberland County, at least
$500,000 of which will be spent on purchas-
ing riparian wetland or riparian land located
in or near Cumberland.

The entities will spend at least $7 million
to improve their facilities and personnel be-
yond the standards imposed by the Animal
Welfare Act.

Finally, the entities will pay all costs asso-
ciated with a compliance monitor, which will
oversee the entities’ compliance with these
enhanced animal welfare standards, the
Animal Welfare Act, the Clean Water Act, a
nationwide compliance plan and additional
terms of the agreements and probation.

The “settlement represents an enormous
victory for animal welfare, as the perpetra-
tors of horrific abuse against innocent dogs
will pay a historic settlement for their neg-
ligence,” U.S. Sens. Mark Warner and Tim
Kaine said in a release.

In March 2022, Warner and Kaine ex-
pressed horror and demanded immediate
and aggressive action by the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) fol-
lowing more than 70 animal welfare viola-
tions at the Envigo breeding and research
facility in Cumberland. After these calls for
action, the federal government stepped in,
seizing 446 beagles in acute distress and
eventually helping facilitate the surrender
of nearly 4,000 dogs to the Humane Society
of the United States (HSUS), which worked
to place these dogs into homes.

“After our advocacy for these animals,
we’ve been deeply heartened to hear stories
of their adoption into loving, safe homes, and
this settlement takes another step critical to-
wards justice. We're glad to see Envigo held
accountable for its crimes, and we’ll keep
pushing to root out animal abuse across Vir-
ginia,” said Kaine, D-Richmond, and War-
ner, D-Alexandria.

“Our nation’s animal welfare and clean wa-
ter laws exist to prevent suffering and harm,”
said Assistant Attorney General Todd Kim of
the Justice Department’s Environment and
Natural Resources Division. “That’s why we
secured the transfer of thousands of bea-
gles from Envigo’s Cumberland facility into
adoption, and that’s why today’s plea agree-
ment is so significant. The plea agreement
includes the largest ever fine in an animal
welfare case as well as heightened standards
of care for facilities across the country.”

“The provisions of the Animal Welfare Act
(AWA) were designed to protect animals from
any type of inhumane treatment. Even in
those instances of animals being bred for sci-
entific and medical research purposes, they
still must be provided with safe and sani-
tary living conditions,” said Special Agent in
Charge Charmeka Parker of the Department
of Agriculture’s Office of Inspector General.
“AWA violations remain an investigative
priority for us, and we will continue to work
with our law enforcement partners to inves-
tigate and assist in the criminal prosecution
of those who fail to adhere to the provisions
of the AWA.”

“Envigo compounded the heartbreaking
nature of its animal welfare crimes by com-
mitting egregious Clean Water Act viola-
tions that undermined public health and the
wellbeing of the animals in their care,” said
Assistant Administrator David M. Uhlmann
of Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s
Office of Enforcement and Compliance As-
surance. “Everyone victimized in this prec-
edent-setting animal welfare case deserved
better: the workers, the beagles, the environ-
ment and the community. Envigo deserves
every dollar of its record fine.”

“Envigo’s violations of the Clean Water Act
and the Animal Welfare Act directly resulted
in the contamination of local waterway, neg-
atively impacting the health and wellbeing
of the community, and the horrible suffering
of over 4,000 beagles. This precedent-setting
case emphasizes the power of collaboration
between local, state and federal authorities,”
said Virginia Attorney General Jason Mi-
yares.

Sentencing is scheduled for Oct. 7.
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Board approves request from emergency response agency

The 65th Anniversary of the Martinsville-Henry County
Chamber of Commerce was commemorated with a
resolution.

By Taylor Boyd

The Henry County Board of Supervisors ap-
proved a resolution establishing Ques Transport,
LLC, as a designated emergency response agency
at its May 28 meeting.

County Administrator Dale Wagoner said the
company’s owner, Brandon Quesinberry, indicated
that he intends to provide inter-facility transport
services for Sovah Health in Martinsville and other
medical facilities.

“This service will not be dispatched by our 911
Center or be eligible to respond to emergency
calls,” he said.

Regarding billing, Quesinberry said he plans to
bill directly to insurance companies first and then
work with patients after that. If an individual can-
not come up with the funds, Quesinberry said he
has no desire to do any hard billing.

“We don’t have any desire to do judgements or
anything like that,” he said. “I've done paramedic
for 16 plus years, and this is service that’s greatly
needed. There’s enough money on the table with
revenue recovery from direct insurance billing that
that is unnecessary, so we don’t have a desire to do
that because we know how bad this is needed.”

Quesinberry said he wants to work with patients,
and he’s talked with his team about just doing pay-
ment plans “or whatever they can do.” At the end of
the day, “we have to make money to pay the insur-
ance and rent, but we don’t have any desire to” to
pursue judgements “or anything like that,” he said.

Staff member Mike Arnold was honored for his 35 years of
service to Henry County.

Quesinberry noted several insurance companies
he’s partnered with were the brokers he worked
with.

“They have lots of guidelines and several of the
community funded insurance plans will not allow
you to do that type of hard billing. So, we're look-
ing at partnering with all of the insurances and for
several of them that’s not on the table if you want
to be able to provide services to those clients with
that policy,” he said.

Quesinberry added he knows of three insurance
companies that do not allow hard billing, which is
“why it’s easier just to make that soft billing policy.”

Jim Adams, chairman, and of the Blackberry
District, said he was told by several people in the
community that this is a needed service.

In other matters, the board:

*Heard from school board member Ben Grave-
ly, of the Iriswood District, about school funding.
While he wears two hats, one as a county resident
and another as a school board member, Gravely
asked the board why it was so hard to provide
funding for the county’s youth.

“From a personal standpoint, I am address-
ing you this evening because of the education I
received from Henry County Public Schools and
thereafter. It has constantly been said by county
leaders and community leaders in our community
about further strengthening our workforce by edu-
cating ourselves,” he said.

Gravely said it’s also been said that businesses

The Henry County Board of Supervisors recoghized May
2024 as National Foster Care Month.

are reluctant to locate in the county unless it has a
strong educational system. His first concern was a
comment that the state should provide funding for
education, and it should not rest with local govern-
ment.

“I may be presumptuous here, however based
upon that comment, if it were not for state laws
requiring localities to provide funding then the
school system wouldn’t exist. I sure hope I heard it
wrong,” Gravely said, adding people are constantly
saying ‘the children are our future.

“Help me understand why it’s such a challenge to
provide funding for our children,” he said.

Wearing his school board hat, Gravely said he
was somewhat offended by comments made during
the April request for lump sum funding regarding
transparency.

“Do you realize the implication that we're mak-
ing? We are elected officials just like you all, and
the message that I perceived from that and from
how your communities is like we can’t manage our
budget. Are we doing something wrong... (do) we
need oversight? That bothers me,” he said.

Gravely said comments were also made about
the school board and board of supervisors working
together.

“I have no problem with that. I don’t see that as
an issue; however, I do ask that you trust us. Trust
us. I've had several people come up to me and ask
me what’s going on,” he said.

Federal fraud charges levied in alleged
pandemic unemployment benefit scheme

A federal grand jury in Abingdon
on May 21 indicted 17 with conspir-
ing to defraud the United States by
filing fraudulent claims for pandemic
unemployment benefits.

An indictment is merely an alle-
gation, and all defendants are pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt in a court
of law.

The grand jury has charged Josef
Ludwig Brown, Crystal Samantha
Shaw, Jonathan Scott Webb, Chris-
topher Kirk Webb, Stephanie Amber
Barton, Haleigh McKenzie Wolfe,
Terrence Brooks Vilacha, Cara Ca-
mille Bailey, Jessica Dawn Lester,
Brian Edward Addair, Russell Eric
Stiltner, Joseph Frederick Hass,
Daneil Wayne Horton, Justin War-
ren Meadows, Jason Dale Worley,
Jeramy Blake Farmer, and Clinton
Michael Altizer with conspiring to
defraud the United States, fraud in
connection with emergency benefits,
and conspiring to commit mail fraud.

“The COVID-19 global pandemic
significantly influenced the world
economy and caused increased unem-
ployment and jobless claims through-
out our country,” United States At-
torney Christopher R. Kavanaugh
said. “Many Virginians who lost their
jobs due to the pandemic were able to
endure because of the CARES Act.”

He alleged that “some cheated the
system and diverted resources in-

tended to help those most affected by
the pandemic, and my office remains
committed to not only recovering
fraudulently obtained funds, but also
vigorously prosecuting those respon-
sible.”

Court documents allege that in
March of 2020, Josef Brown, Jona-
than Webb, and Crystal Shaw began
a scheme to steal money intended for
legitimate victims of the severely im-
pacted Virginia economy by gather-
ing the dates of birth, social security
numbers, and other personal identi-
fication information of friends and
acquaintances incarcerated at Haysi
Regional Jail in Dickenson County,
and then filling out pandemic unem-
ployment claim forms for each of the
ineligible inmates via the Virginia
Employment Commission’s website
dedicated to pandemic relief.

In all, the group allegedly received
$341,205 in pandemic relief to which
they were not entitled.

“Special agents from our office
teamed up with our federal and lo-
cal law enforcement partners and
the United States Attorney to take
down a conspiracy of incarcerated in-
dividuals alleged to have defrauded
the unemployment insurance ben-
efits program under the CARES Act,”
said Brian D. Miller, Special Inspec-
tor General for Pandemic Recovery.
“SIGPR will remain dedicated to
holding accountable those who tar-

Program on county’s ‘Special
Police’ to be held at Bassett center

The early twentieth century saw
the communities of Bassett, Fieldale,
and Stanleytown in Henry County
growing rapidly around the devel-
oping furniture and textile indus-
tries in the area. Industry leaders
in these areas wisely saw the need
to care for their workers, and built
towns around their manufacturing
facilities which included housing,
churches, shopping, and recreational
opportunities.

The need was soon realized for
law enforcement for these towns,
as the county’s deputy sheriffs and
constables were few and stretched
very thinly over large areas of the
county. Beginning then, in 1922,
Henry County began benefitting
from a unique form of law enforce-

ment known as “Special Police Offi-
cers.” These officers were appointed
and given their legal authority by the
Circuit Court Judge and had county-
wide jurisdiction. However, their
primary focus was on their respec-
tive communities because they were
actually employed by and reported to
the local industries.

Join the Bassett Historical Center
on Tuesday, July 16, at 10:30 a.m. as
author., Ron Stowe discusses his new
book and the history of Henry Coun-
ty’s Special Police. This program,
which is free and open to the public,
will be held in the Susan L. Adkins
Memorial Meeting Room. Copies of
the book, “Henry County’s Special
Police: The History,” will be available
for purchase from the author.

geted pandemic recovery funds.”

“These defendants took advantage
of a global pandemic that caused im-
mense suffering across the country
and exploited relief programs in-
tended to help those in dire need. We
remain committed to holding crimi-
nals accountable for their crimes,”
said FBI Richmond Special Agent in
Charge Stanley M. Meador. “We are
proud to have worked this investiga-
tion with our law enforcement part-
ners and the United States Attor-
ney’s Office to bring justice to these
victims.”

“Bad actors seized on the opportu-
nity to exploit the chaos and uncer-
tainty brought on by the pandemic
and shamelessly pocketed CARE
Act funds intended to support unem-
ployed Virginians whose lives were
uprooted by COVID-19,” said Attor-
ney General Jason Miyares. “Collab-
oration among local, state, and fed-
eral law enforcement agencies yield
results, and I'm proud to be one step
closer to justice.”

As part of the Pandemic Response
Accountability Committee (PRAC)
Task Force, this investigation was
conducted by the Special Inspec-
tor General for Pandemic Recovery.
The PRAC’s 20-member Inspectors
General identified major risks that
cross program and agency boundar-
ies to detect fraud, waste, abuse, and
mismanagement in the more than $5
trillion in COVID-19 spending.

Agencies that assisted with this
investigation included the Dickenson
County Sheriff's Office, the South-
west Virginia Regional Jail Author-
ity, the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, the U.S. Department of Labor,
and the Virginia Employment Com-
mission.

Special Assistant U.S. Attorney M.
Suzanne Kerney-Quillen, a Senior
Assistant Attorney General with the
Virginia Attorney General’s Major
Crimes and Emerging Threats Sec-
tion, and Assistant U.S. Attorney
Danielle Stone are prosecuting the
case for the United States.
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ACROSS 52 Euro divs. 93 Mauna — 4 Software test 39 Will topic 83 Dismiss as
1 Washed-up 53 Feats 94 Ward off version 40 Artful foolish
star 54 “Gotta run!” 95 Peat source 5 “By Jove!” 45 In the know 84 From
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Strange
‘BUT TRUE

By Lucie Winborne

* “Witch windows,” or diagonal win-
dows, exist almost exclusively in Ver-
mont. Their moniker comes from the
superstition that witches can’t maneu-
ver their broomsticks through slanted

* More than 70 species of mushrooms

* A 67-year-old woman named Dor-
othy Fletcher had a heart attack on a
plane. When the stewardess asked if a
doctor was on board, luck was on Dor-
othy’s side: Fifteen people on their way
to a cardiology conference stood up!

* A killer fog that swathed London in
1952 and left as many as 12,000 peo-
ple dead led to Parliament’s passing the

e “Percussive maintenance” is the
technical term for hitting something

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

9 8 1
3 5 6
4 3 2
1 7 6
5 6 9
7 3 8
4 5 7
6 9 3
8 1 9

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

* Richard Anthony Jones spent 17

years in jail on a robbery charge until
talk by some of his fellow inmates
revealed he had a doppelganger with
the same first name in the same jail.
This second Jones was actually the
guilty party.

* Before his acting career took off,
Harrison Ford worked as a roadie for
The Doors. That gig proved so intense
that he humorously claimed he was
“one step away from joining a Jesuit
monastery” after it ended.

* Black cats are considered to bring
good luck in Japan.

e While doing research for the film
“Castaway,” William Broyles Jr. iso-
lated himself on a beach for a week to
immerse himself in the survival expe-
rience, which lent authenticity to the
screenplay.

Thought for the Day: “By seeing
each day and each situation as a kind of
training exercise, the stakes suddenly
become a lot lower. The way you inter-
pret your own mistakes and the mis-
takes of others is suddenly a lot more
generous.” — Ryan Holiday

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

SNOWFLAES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - 6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢
L 4 Easy @ @ Vedium € @ @ Difficult

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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"And when | asked him if he realized I paid his

salary, he asked me for a

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then

rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!
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With Us!
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that include print, digital or both
Deeply discounted rates
¢ Seasonal Specials
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o Ateam of Advertising Specialists who will work with you to customize a package,
STRETCH your advertising dollars, and accomplish your advertising goals
o Atalented team of designers who will work to help you reach your base.

Join our family and put our talented team to work for you today.
For more information, call the office at (276) 694-3101
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The former executive director of the Econom-
ic Development Authority of Front Royal and
Warren County (EDA), who was convicted in
November of stealing more than $5 million dol-
lars in authority funds, was sentenced last week
to 14 years in federal prison.

Jennifer Rae McDonald, 45, of Front Royal,
Virginia, was convicted following a 9-week jury
trial in November 2023 of seven counts of wire
fraud, six counts of bank fraud, sixteen counts
of money laundering, and one count of aggra-
vated identity theft.

“For more than four years, Jennifer McDonald
used EDA funds as her personal piggy bank, di-
verting public funds to purchase real estate and
to pay her personal expenses” United States
Attorney Christopher R. Kavanaugh said. The
“sentence reflects how serious this office takes
fraud and the misuse of public funds. I am
thankful to the FBI and the Virginia State Po-
lice for the tireless work they did to untangle
the web of lies spun by this defendant.”
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Former EDA Director sentenced last week

“The FBI is committed to investigating elected
officials who abuse their positions for personal
gain,” Special Agent in Charge Stanley Meador
of the FBI’s Richmond Division said today. “I
am proud of the work our team and partners
did to uncover Ms. McDonald’s complex fraud
scheme and to bring her to justice.”

According to court documents and evidence
presented at trial, McDonald was the Executive
Director of the EDA, a public entity designed to
attract and support businesses in Warren Coun-
ty and the Town of Front Royal. The EDA was
overseen by a Board of Directors and supported
by an administrative assistant, but at the cen-
ter of the EDA was McDonald.

Beginning in 2014, McDonald began stealing
money from the EDA and, for more than four
years, McDonald used the bank accounts and
credit facilities of the EDA to divert public funds
to purchase real estate and to pay for her per-
sonal expenses. She falsified documents in or-
der to mislead the EDA’s Board of Directors, ex-

ternal auditors, and Warren County and Front
Royal government officials so she could continue
her scheme.

When confronted by law enforcement and oth-
ers, McDonald drafted fake loan documents,
encouraged others to lie before a grand jury
and fabricated an outrageous story, alleging
the fraud was part of a “secret settlement” and
invented more fake documents to cover-up her
fraud.

In the end, McDonald pilfered the EDA’s bank
accounts and is responsible for $5,201,329 in
losses.

At trial, evidence was presented that at least
$2.4 million of the money McDonald stole was
used to fund her gambling - including net losses
of more than $750,000.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation and Vir-
ginia State Police investigated the case.

Assistant U.S. Attorneys Sean Welsh and Ra-
chel Swartz and Trial Attorney Andrea Broach
are prosecuting the case for the United States.

A pursuit that began in N.C.

Ruffin man held with no bond

On June 2, around 12:24 a.m., au-

ended in Henry County

Several charges were filed in con-
nection with a pursuit that began
in North Carolina and ended when
a Henry County deputy successful-
ly performed a Precision Immobi-
lization Technique (P.I.T. Maneu-
ver) on the vehicle.

Henry County Sheriff Wayne Da-
vis said around 10:35 a.m. on June
3, his office was notified that the
Rockingham County (NC) Sheriff’s
Office was pursuing a stolen 2007
yellow Toyota sedan and was head-
ing towards Henry County on Ax-
ton Road.

A Henry County deputy inter-
cepted the vehicle while it was on
Axton Road, near A.L. Philpott
Hwy. The vehicle allegedly was
traveling at a high rate of speed
when the deputy began pursuit.
The vehicle turned right onto A.L.
Philpott Hwy. and continued head-
ing eastbound into Pittsylvania
County.

During the time the suspect ve-
hicle was on A.L. Philpott, it alleg-
edly swerved recklessly in and out
of traffic, with speeds reaching 100
miles per hour. The pursuit contin-
ued on A.L Philpott Hwy. until it
reached Stoney Mill Road.

While on that road, the deputy
performed the P.ILT. Maneuver,
and once the vehicle came to a stop,
the driver allegedly fled on foot, and
was subsequently apprehended a
short time later without incident.

The driver of the vehicle was
identified as Marcus Ledell Prunty,
51 and currently homeless. Prunty
was charged in Henry County with
felony eluding and driving under
the influence.

Marcus Ledell Prunty

Additionally, Prunty had an out-
standing misdemeanor warrant
from Pittsylvania County, and he
was served on that charge. He is
currently being held at the Henry
County Adult Detention Center
without bond.

Multiple agencies were involved
in this pursuit. The Henry County
Sheriff’s Office, Rockingham Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, Caswell County
Sheriff’s Office, Virginia State Po-
lice, and Virginia Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries.

The Henry County Sheriff's Of-
fice remains committed to ensuring
the safety of our community and
will continue to work diligently
with neighboring jurisdictions to
apprehend individuals who pose
a threat to public safety. Anyone
having information regarding this
incident is asked to contact the
Henry County Sheriff’s Office at
(276) 638-8751 or Crimestoppers at
63-Crime (632-7463).

thorities in Henry County were noti-
fied that Eden (North Carolina) Po-
lice Department were on Highway
87 heading toward Henry County in
pursuit of a wanted individual,

Upon reaching the Virginia state
line, Eden Police Department offi-
cers discontinued their pursuit.

The Eden Police Department had
informed county deputies that Dev-
ron Jacqua Dillard, 30, of Ruffin,
N.C. was wanted and allegedly had
illegal narcotics in the vehicle.

Henry County Sheriff's depu-
ties observed the suspect vehicle,
a 2005 Ford Explorer, traveling
north on Morehead Ave. in Ridge-
way at speeds allegedly exceeding
100 mph. Deputies attempted to
initiate a traffic stop, but the ve-
hicle allegedly fled, accelerating to
speeds over 100 mph on Morehead
Avenue. When the vehicle reached
the intersection of Morehead Av-
enue and Greensboro Road, it at-
tempted to turn and travel South
on Greensboro Road. Due to the
alleged reckless driving and the
potential threat to public safety, a
Henry County Sheriff's deputy ex-
ecuted a Precision Immobilization
Technique (PIT) maneuver, causing
the driver to lose control of the vehi-
cle, which came to a stop against the
guardrail. The driver allegedly then
broke the window of the vehicle and
climbed out, leading deputies on a
short foot chase.

Dillard was taken into custody
without further incident. During his
arrest, deputies allege they found il-
legal narcotics, including cocaine
and crack cocaine, in his possession.

Dillard was charged with felony
eluding; manufacturing, selling,
giving, distributing, or possessing

Devron Jacqua Dillard

with intent to manufacture, sell,
give, or distribute a controlled sub-
stance, and fleeing law enforcement
officer. He was held without bond in
Henry County.

Dillard also had eight outstanding
warrants from the Danville Police
Department, which were served,
and he was held without bond on
those charges as well. The Eden Po-
lice Department is also expected to
issue charges.

Henry County Sheriff Wayne
Davis said his office remains com-
mitted to ensuring the safety of the
community and will continue to
work diligently with neighboring ju-
risdictions to apprehend individuals
who pose a threat to public safety.

Anyone having information per-
taining to this incident is asked
to contact the Henry County
Sheriff's Office at (276) 638-8751
or the Crimestoppers Program
at 63-CRIME (632-7463). The
Crimestoppers Program offers re-
wards up to $2500.00 for informa-
tion related to crime. The nature of
the crime and the substance of the
information determine the amount
of reward paid.

Duo of new business host ribbon cutting in a single day

By Jessica Dillon

May 29 was a big day for the Chamber of Com-

merce which had back-to-back ribbon-cutting |

ceremonies only an hour apart from each other.
These ribbon cuttings were for a new hair salon
called Imani Styles and a new real estate com-
pany called Sarver Properties. Both ceremonies
took place around lunchtime at new business re-
spective locations.

Imani Styles was founded by Imani Hairston,
who has been working on hair for three years.

“I had this idea to have all these different beau-
ty services in one play, to make a one-stop shop,”
said Hairston, who hopes to book out booths to
make Imani Styles a cosmetic hub. She current-
ly has several booths up for rental at her shop
which is situated in Martinsville.

She was raised by a hairstylist and spent most
of her life around salons. She enjoys doing “big
transformations” that have a makeover effect
and hopes to have several locations in the future,
with hopes of expanding into North Carolina.
She eventually hopes to move from just being
“Behind the chair” into a more hands-on role
managing her business. Of course, Hairston said
that she still wants to keep doing hair along with
any future role.

Hairston added that she has been working
independently for many years and had brought

several clients along with her to her new loca-
tion. Imani Styles is located at 914 Brookdale

The ribbon cutting for Imani Styles took place in Imani

Hairston’s personal booth.

St, Martinsville. Those looking to book Hairston =

for their next hair day can call the salon at (276)
806-6792.

The second ribbon cutting of the day took place
in Collinsville at Sarver Properties, which is
owned by Richard Sarver who has been in real
estate for 20 years and already has a lively staff
ready to serve the community. The event fea-
tured free food from Rocky Mount SmokeHouse
and a drawing. The company focuses on selling
real estate and does not handle property rentals.

The Sarver Properties team celebrates their grand opening.

The team has already sold some properties in
the area.

“We're off and running, with eight full-time
agents and a great office staff, and we’re here to
support the community,” Sarver said, adding the
business has been open about a month, and the
community’s response has been positive. Some
nearby houses even have the new company’s ‘For

Sarver Properties storefront in Collinsville.

Sale’ signs placed in their yards.

Sarver said the real estate agency was “the
next chapter” for him after a successful career.
He said that the housing market is currently
strong, and “anyone who’s looking to buy or sell
can give them a call.” Sarver Properties is locat-
ed at 5006 Kings Mountain Road, Collinsville. To
contact the office, call (276) 647-7667.

See more at www.henrycountyenterprise.com



PAGE 14 « SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2024 « HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Heritage Center Museum offers several exhibits

Connected Community: The “Connected Community”
exhibit at the MHC Heritage Museum is about all the ways
people stay in touch — including local newspapers, radio,
TV and company newsletters. It also showcases media and
business equipment that was used years ago — such as a
unique typewriter that requires the user to type not across
the page horizontally, but down the paper vertically, one

Sew Special: “Sew Special” pays tribute to the ways
homemakers have made their family’s clothes through the
generations. Highlights include exquisite dresses made by
four generations of the family of Mary Ann Elizabeth Moore,
and the resourcefulness of women in the early 1900s who

Cabin 2: This cabin made by Lawrence Penn of Fieldale,
donated by Carolyn Beale, is one of the items for kids to
play with at the MHC Heritage Museum’s new children’s

letter at a time.

If you haven’t been in a while to see what’s
new, it’s time to visit the Martinsville-Henry
County Heritage Museum (formerly the Mar-
tinsville-Henry County Heritage Center & Mu-
seum).

The museum, located in the Historic Henry
County Courthouse at 1 E. Main St., Martins-
ville, has three new exhibits plus a new chil-
dren’s area:

Among the exhibits is “Connected Commu-
nity,” which shows the ways people of the area
have remained in touch and in the know. They
include local newspapers, TV stations, radio
stations and company newsletters. Highlights
of the exhibit include:

- The Aug. 11, 1961, edition of the Martins-
ville Tribune, a newspaper by and for black
residents during the Civil Rights era. Its front-
page article describes how the four Martinsville
lunch counters were integrated on Aug. 8, 1961.
That article, plus an article on the same topic
by the mainstream newspaper, the Martinsville
Bulletin, are printed out and on display.

- An Amberola record player which plays cy-
lindrical, not disc-shaped, records, on loan from
Walter Shepard of Martinsville.

- Early radios, along with four front-page
newspaper articles from 1922, the year the
first radios came to Martinsville, describing the
wonder of radio and who was listening to what

made clothes from feedsacks.

on the radio.

Another new exhibit, “Sew Special,” cel-
ebrates how homemakers in years past sewed
the clothes their families wore. Highlights in-
clude:

- Dresses made by four generations of the
Mary Ann Elizabeth Moore family, lent by her
granddaughter, Judy Epperly.

- Sewing machines and sundries through the
years.

- Sewing tutelage book and supplies owned
by Rosa Boyd Austin, who had been the seam-
stress for the R.J. Reynold’s family, lent by her
granddaughter, Barbara Parcell Shively.

A third exhibit, “MHC After Dark,” is about
mid-century nightlife and other events at Para-
dise Inn and Club Martinique. This exhibit is
upstairs, paired with a selection of dresses and
fur coats worn by women in the mid-1900s.

The Children’s Area started with a child-sized
table and chairs donated by Ann Martin. It has
activities for children, including a miniature log
cabin donated by Carolyn Beale of Martinsville,
lace-up cards, foam blocks and other pastimes.

People who have lent and/or gifted items for
these exhibits include:

- Carolyn Beale of Martinsville

-Dora Bennett of Martinsville

-Ann Crenshaw of Martinsville

- Alex Crowder of Fieldale
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area.

-Linda Demarcey of Martinsville

-Judy Epperly of Martinsville

-Regina Flora of Ridgeway

- Steve Isom of Fieldale

- Debbie Hall of The Enterprise/Henry Coun-
ty Enterprise

- Tiffany Hayworth of Martinsville

- Cheryl Hedgecock of Spencer

-Dr. Mervyn King of Martinsville

- Holly Kozelsky of Dyer Store

- Sheila Martin of Bassett

- Myrna McCrickard Ferguson of Collinsville

- Steve Merricks of Stanleytown

-Joe Prater of Fieldale

- Barbara Parcell Shively of Martinsville

- 0.G. Reid of Martinsville

- Charles Roark of Star News

-Davis Scott of Bassett

- Kathy Shelton of Spencer

-Walter Sheppard of Martinsville

- Brenda Williams of Martinsville

Admission to the museum is free.

A reception for the new exhibits will be held
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday, June 14, at the
MHC Heritage Museum, 1 E. Main St., Mar-
tinsville. Wine, beer and hors d’oeuvres will
be served. Please RSVP attendance (name and
number of people in your party) by June 11 to
(276) 403-4697 or mhchistoricalsociety@gmail.
com.

CHASE SCARCE, PTA, CPT
AARON TAYLOR, MS, ATC
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Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM



