
Board accepts policy changes
By Jessica Dillon
The Henry County School Board met on June 

11 to discuss several topics, including changes to 
policy revisions. Several of these changes were 
targeted at improving safety for students dur-
ing an emergency situation. A major change to 
the JROTC credit was also put in place to help 
students considering a potential military career 
after high school.

Each school now has to include “provisions that 
seek to maximize the ability for students with 
mobility impairments to evacuate the school 
building along with their non-mobility impaired 
peers,” said director of human resources Christy 
Landon. Schools are also now required to hold 
fire drills during school sessions that match the 
statewide prevention code. 

Health classes will now focus on mental health 
conflict resolution and take a look at hazing.

JROTC classes will now be counted as P.E. 
classes for those who take them. 

“How is that going to affect the program in our 
high schools? How is this going to affect P.E. pro-
grams?” asked board member Ben Gravely.

“There is such a heavy physical education com-
ponent to the JROTC program that this particu-
lar policy will allow the JROTC’s physical train-
ing component to count for that P.E. credit,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Amy Blake-Lewis. 

The JROTC program has a component of phys-
ical development. “This is for JROTC to serve a 
dual purpose,” Blake-Lewis said. “I don’t think it 
will be a detriment to our P.E. program because 
our enrollment in JROTC is not hundreds of stu-
dents. This just simply makes it easier for those 
students who want to pursue military as their 
potential pathway after high school to be able to 
earn that P.E. credit through JROTC.”

“You have the health component with P.E. in 
order to get the full credit,” said Gravely. 

Blake-Lewis stated that the JROTC instruc-
tors will “pick that piece up as well.” Students 

who take this path 
would miss out on driv-
er’s ed. “They would 
need to make allowances 
for that.” 

Blake-Lewis said that 
changing the program 
in the schools to include 
the P.E. credit isn’t ab-
solute, but “gives them 
options. It doesn’t mean 
that we have to do it.” 

She said that students 
who want driver’s ed can 
still do P.E., but for stu-
dents who aren’t inter-
ested and wish to take 
that course outside of 
the classroom, “it gives 
the option.”

Kaine stops in Martinsville 
on campaign swing

By Jessica Dillon
The Martinsville 

Henry County Demo-
cratic Committee 
hosted U.S. Sen. Tim 
Kaine at The Ground 
Floor in Martins-
ville on Tuesday, 
July 16. There, Kaine 
discussed Pres. Joe 
Biden’s second presi-
dential bid and sev-
eral other topics - in-
cluding rural health 
care and the recent 
assassination attempt 
on former Pres. Don-
ald Trump.

An incumbent, 
Kaine is seeking re-
election in November. 
He is being challenged 
by Hung Cao, who 
won the Republican 
nomination. 

When voicing his 
support for Biden’s 
reelection bid, Kaine, 
D-Richmond, said, “If 
Joe Biden says look, 
I’m putting the coun-
try first, and I’ve got 
this. Then, we’re go-
ing to make sure Joe 
and Kamala (Harris – 
his running mate) not 
only win Virginia but 
win this race.”

Kaine said that 
Biden would “level 
with us” if there comes 
a time when the cur-
rent president does 
not feel that he’s fit to 
do the job.

“You don’t need to 
worry about him do-
ing the patriotic thing 
and putting the coun-
try first. As long as 
he’s in this race, we’re 
with him,” Kaine said. 
“If he decides he can’t 
do it, he’ll tell us, and 
then we will go a dif-
ferent direction.”

The failed assassi-
nation of Trump “just 
brought up a lot of 
bad memories,” Kaine 
said. “I grew up in 

the age of JFK being 
assassinated, Mar-
tin Luther King, and 
Bobby Kennedy, and 
it just reminded me 
of that chaos. I’m so 
grateful that Presi-
dent Trump wasn’t 
badly injured.”

An investigation 
needs to be done to 
determine the cause 
of the security lapses 
at the rally in Butler, 
Pa., Kaine said. “We 
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Official says local economic development efforts are inspirational

By Taylor Boyd
Upon learning about the econom-

ic development efforts underway in 
Martinsville and Henry County, as 
well as past successes, the execu-
tive director of the Virginia Tobacco 
Region Revitalization Commission 
said the community’s work to in-
crease its economic development 
provides a lot of optimism.

“Visiting these areas and un-
derstanding these concerns, these 
needs, seeing the progress that has 
occurred, hearing about the prog-
ress, and meeting individuals like 
yourselves who are so dedicated … 
it’s inspiring, and it’s first class,” 
said James Campos, an American 

political, business consultant and 
speaker on energy issues who re-
cently co-founded Right Energy 
Group and Right Energy Services, 
was in Henry County on Wednes-
day at the Commonwealth Crossing 
Business Centre (CCBC).  

Campos, who also served as the 
director of the office of economic im-
pact and diversity for the Depart-
ment of Energy during the Trump 
administration, noted that Virginia 
has experienced tremendous suc-
cess over the past three years and  
record job growth.

He added that “a lot of these com-
panies donating over $74 billion in 
capital investments for major cor-

porations, $5 billion in tax relief for 
all Virginians, reforming workforce 
development efforts to focus on job 
creation, preserve Virginia’s right 
to work status, implementing all 
American all-of-the-above energy 
plan.”  

Campos also toured the CCBC, 
and Tract 2 - the newest site being 
developed and ready for construc-
tion.

While a definite tenant for the site 
has not yet been identified, Mark 
Heath, president and CEO of the 
Martinsville-Henry County Eco-
nomic Development Corp. (EDC), 
said “hopefully something big” 
will take up residence in Tract 2, 

which is situated near the opera-
tions of Crown Holdings, Inc. and 
Press Glass, Inc. 

Heath said that much of the dirt 
used for grading comes from a near-
by section of the property. He also 
explained that Tract 3, a 100-acre 
ungraded site, will be situated be-
side Tract 2. Tract 5, a seven-acre 
pad, will be located near a one mil-
lion gallon water storage tank.

The CCBC includes electricity 
and a substation inside the park, 
with a 100+ megawatt (MG) capac-
ity, natural gas with a 27,000 MCF 
per day capacity, and one terabyte 
per second of fiber served by Mid-

James Campos (at podium), executive director of the Virginia Tobacco Region 
Revitalization Commission, addressed local officials and toured the Commonwealth 
Crossing Business Centre on Tuesday. Local and other officials watch from the back side of Tract 2 as grading work continues. 

The Martinsville Henry County Democratic Committee 
hosted Sen. Tim Kaine at The Ground Floor in Martinsville.

Griffith discusses rural 
healthcare, tours SOVAH

By Jessica Dillon
Ninth District Rep. Morgan 

Griffith toured SOVAH Martinsville 
on July 15, and later addressed the 
rural healthcare crisis along with 
the recent assassination attempt on 
President Trump.

Griffith, R-Salem, serves on the 
health sub-committee of energy and 
commerce, which prompted the in-
vitation to Martinsville. 

“The committee has jurisdiction 
over CDC (Centers for Disease Con-
trol), NIH (National Institutes of 
Health), CMS (Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services), HHS (United 
States Department of Health and 
Human Services),” Griffith said of 
federal health agencies. “I sit on the 
committee with policy jurisdiction.” 

He said that he felt that it was im-

portant to visit hospitals, and added 
that meeting the people working at 
the hospitals was the most impor-
tant thing.

“I was very impressed by the folks 
that I met,” Griffith said, and ex-
plained that rural health is a chal-
lenge, with both Henry and Patrick 
counties as well as the City of Mar-
tinsville, considered rural areas.

Patrick County’s Pioneer Commu-
nity Hospital closed in 2017 after its 
owners filed for bankruptcy in 2016, 
Griffith said, adding the hospital 
property was later sold to Foresight 
Health. 

“If anything was done that was 
criminal or not, I do not know,” he 
said. “I have known for some time, 
and alerted some people that they 

9th District U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith poses with Steve Heatherly and Tory Sheperd of 
SOVAH.

�(See Economic Development p. 2)

� (See Morgan Griffith p.2)



www.henrycountyenterprise.comPAGE 2 • SATURDAY, JULY 20, 2024 • HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE

Tim Kaine
(cont. from page 1)

Economic Development
(cont. from page 1)

Morgan Griffith
(cont. from page 1)

Board
(cont. from page 1)

Atlantic Broadband, Heath said.
The site also has a sewer and water capac-

ity of three million gallons per day, the nearby 
one-million-gallon water tank, and is adjacent 
to the Norfolk Southern Mainline railway line, 
he added.

The total investment to the CCBC to date is 
$111,314,957, including $28 million from Ap-
palachian Power, and $25,273,955 from the 
Virginia Economic Development Partnership 
(VEDP), Heath said.

The Harvest Foundation invested 
$16,860,000, Virginia Tobacco Commission 
invested $16,543,793, and the Southwestern 

Virginia Gas Company invested $9,000,000. 
Henry County donated $7,937,509, $2,710,000 
is from New Markets Tax Credit Program, and 
$2,230,600 is from the M-HC Economic Devel-
opment Corp.

The City of Martinsville invested $1,959,100, 
and the Small Business Administration has in-
vested $800,000.

Heath noted work on the CCBC site first start-
ed in 2008. It has since expanded to include the 
Advanced Manufacturing Training Center and 
two tenants who have expanded and brought 
over 300 jobs to the community.

Tim Pace, director of Engineering & Mapping, 

said that so far, about 57 acres of 150-acre pad 
has been graded. 

“They’ve only been working for about 60 days, 
because they’re actually starting to bring this” 
site up now. It “will come up to about the eleva-
tion we’re standing,” Pace said during a tour of 
the site Tuesday. 

“This is only about 30 percent of the pad. 
They’re just getting started and then all of what 
you can see… will be cleared and part of the 
150-acres,” Pace said, adding the contract for 
completing grading is the end of 2025. Howev-
er, he believes the work will be finished around 
mid-2026.

Grading work is underway on Tract 2 of the CCBC. As of Tuesday, about 57 of 150-acre 
pad have been graded. Tract 2 is situated near the operations of Crown Holdings, Inc. and Press Glass, Inc.

just have to try to better as a society, so these 
shocking instances of gun violence aren’t just 
happening again, and again, and again.”

He said that the economy is one of the big-
gest issues on the minds of potential voters, 
but Kaine indicated that there is good news for 
the economy in Virginia.

“Unemployment rates are at historic lows, in-
flation rates are down, 401K’s are up, manufac-
turing jobs are up,” Kaine said, and indicated 

that while there’s no quick fix for the economy, 
policies helping with student loan forgiveness, 
prescription drug costs, and childcare costs can 
help ease the burden on Americans. 

“That’s a way to really address voters’ con-
cerns,” he said.

Health care in rural Virginia is another 
area of concern, Kaine said, noting “it would 
be great if we could do more to attract health 
care providers to rural areas.” He said that the 

Care Act was used to expand coverage in rural 
Virginia, and “what we’ve done on the prescrip-
tion drug side has also helped people, seniors.”

When addressing the border crisis, Kaine 
said “border crossings are dramatically down 
in the last few months. They would have been 
down more if Republicans had joined with the 
bi-partisan plan that we negotiated in Febru-
ary. They decided to bail and not support the 
plan.”

Several waited for the arrival of incumbent Sen. Tim Kaine, who visited Martinsville on Tuesday.

weren’t doing things the way that they should be 
done.”

Griffith, who had a hand in getting the hospi-
tal in Lee County reopened, is “ready to do it in 
this one” in Patrick County, he said. However, the 
company representatives did not contact him or 
Sens. Tim Kaine and Mark Warner.

Griffith said that the local government would be 
the ones to take hold of the hospital if it turned 
into public property. 

“Right now, they (local government) don’t have 
control of the building,” Griffith said, although he 
has heard “some interest.”

An incentive program to attract health workers 
to rural areas has been discussed, but Griffith said 
he doesn’t expect movement within the next year. 

“You pay people to come into areas that are un-
derserved. I’m a proponent of that. I would sup-
port that. You’ve got to find the votes” to pass it, 
Griffith said. 

To gain ground and attract attention, Griffith 
suggested a coalition of people from the under-
served communities need to voice their needs to 
get real movement. 

“Right now, I don’t think we have the votes to 
vote in that (incentive) bill,” Griffith said.

Griffith also voiced his support for President 
Donald Trump, who was the target of a foiled 
assassination attempt while conducting a rally 
in Butler, Pa., Griffith noted that rhetoric found 
online sometimes pushes individuals towards ex-
treme acts.

“The internet and social media have people 
believing that if you’re not with me, you’re evil,” 
Griffith said. However, “I am a big believer that, 
while I think my Democratic colleagues are mis-
guided - and while there’s always a few evil people 
– 99 percent of the people are pretty good people 
just trying to do what’s right.”

He said what triggered the attempt on Trump’s 
life, but people should “take a deep breath. The 
United States of America is a great country if we 
don’t divide ourselves and turn to violence at ev-
ery turn, we can work out our issues and our prob-
lems.” 

Griffith said that the country is lucky that 
Trump wasn’t killed or badly injured.

The country has been strained recently by in-

flation, an issue that Griffith said is his constitu-
ent’s number one issue. With America setting on a 
huge wealth of energy, he said he felt it was being 
squandered, and pointed to recent policy changes 
that force ratepayers to foot the bills for the switch 
to solar and wind energy.

Protecting the border is also a major point of 
concern at the moment, Griffith said.

“The border is a mess. It didn’t have to be a 
mess,” Griffith said, adding that in previous ad-
ministrations, including democratically controlled 
ones, “the border wasn’t this bad. So, what’s the 
difference? The implementation of policy at the 
federal level by the president.”

There will be some ongoing issues at the border, 
even with better policies in place, because “you 
can’t seal it off completely,” Griffith said. “I’m a 
big believer in building the fence, but you can’t 
seal it off completely.” 

It is possible, however, to direct the flow, which 
is not a possibility under the current policies.

“We do not have control of the border,” he said, 
adding that the cartels are currently controlling 
the area and that it’s “outrageous.” 

Three policies are being added to comply 
with the Virginia Literacy Act, along with 
the approval for school board members to 
join a board or committee meeting remotely. 
SOL standards will also be updated to com-
ply with Virginia Literacy.

Along with this, fentanyl information and 
education will now be distributed to students 
in grades 9 through 12. This will happen 
“annually in the first two weeks of school,” 
said Landon. Special education liaisons will 
have their information posted publicly. Some 
other policies have been removed that are 
no longer applicable to current standards. A 
change was also made to the consideration of 
applying for special placement.

Bassett and Magna Vista high schools will 
be getting new fieldhouses. Quality Con-
struction from Danville will build Bassett’s, 

while Concrete Foundations from Gretna will 
do the construction at Magna Vista. 

Additionally, updates were provided on 
many changes and renovations, confirming 
that many ongoing projects are currently in 
progress to improve school facilities.

In other matters, the board:
* Recognized Monique Holland as the 

VSBE Media Honor Roll winner.
* Recognized players from All District Bas-

ketball.
* Recognized players from All District and 

All District Regional boys’ track.
* Recognized runners from the Track 

Teams.
* Recognized players from the Soccer Team.
* Recognized Coach Sam Suite.
* Recognized members of the VA Associa-

tion of Teachers.
Christy Landon presented a flurry of policy changes to the 
board.

See more at www.henrycountyenterprise.com
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(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Tuesday before the de-
sired publication date. Email to dhall@theen-
terprise.net.)

Meetings

Tuesday, July 23
Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting, 3 

p.m., administration building, 3300 Kings 
Mountain Rd, Collinsville.

Wednesday, July 24, 2024
Henry County School Board Retreat, 1 p.m., 

New College Institute 191 Fayette St., Mar-
tinsville.

Wednesday, July 24
The Henry County Board of Zoning Appeals 

will hold a public hearing at 1 p.m. in the Sum-
merlin Meeting Room of the Henry County Ad-
ministration Building.

Events

Friday, July 19
Water Bath Canning For Beginners, 1 p.m., 

Henry County Parks and Recreation Center, 
395 John Redd Blvd, Collinsville.

Franks + Drinks, 6 p.m., Gravely-Lester Art 
Garden, 207 Starling Ave, Martinsville.

Pack the Bus Weekend, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Mar-
tinsville Walmart, 976 Commonwealth Blvd, 
Martinsville.

Movie in the Park, 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., 
Jack Dalton Park, 130 Jack Dalton Rd, Collins-
ville.

Saturday, July 20
TheatreWorks presents “Hardly Working, at 

7 p.m. for general admission and 9 p.m. for 18 
and up. Tickets are $5 per show, and available 
only at the door, 44 Franklin Street (UPTown) 
Martinsville.

Stephen Mark Rainey Book signing, 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Magnolia & Main Books, 810 Main 
Street, Ridgeway.

Pack the Bus Weekend, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Mar-
tinsville Walmart, 976 Commonwealth Blvd, 
Martinsville.

49th annual Elgin Reunion at Fairystone 
Fire Station, Stuart. Potluck starts at noon.

Sunday, July 21
Pack the Bus Weekend, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Mar-

tinsville Walmart, 976 Commonwealth Blvd, 
Martinsville.

Tuesday, July 23
Back2school Registration, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 

email emailback2school@gmail.com or call 
276-565-8234 for more information.

MHC Longwood College/University Alumni 
are invited to join other alumni for a Happy 
Hour and Dinner on July 23. Happy Hour 
begins at 5 p.m. and Dinner at 6 p.m. (Dutch 
Treat) For more information, check the Face-
book group or email mmargrave@yahoo.com.

Thursday, July 25
Cricut Creations: Design Space & Permanent 

Vinyl, 5:30 p.m., NCI, 191 Fayette St, Martins-
ville.

Monday, July 29
6th annual Michael C. Jarrett Basketball 

Clinic, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 6 to 10 years old, 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.  11 to 16 years old, Fort Trial Baptist 
Church, 170 Oak Level Road, Stanleytown.

Tuesday, July 30
Fill the Back Packs, 6 p.m., 700 Commerce 

Court, Martinsville.

6th annual Michael C. Jarrett Basketball 
Clinic, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 6 to 10 years old, 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.  11 to 16 years old, Fort Trial Baptist 
Church, 170 Oak Level Road, Stanleytown.

ONGOING

Bassett Train Station Farmers’ Market will 
be open through September 24 on Tuesdays, 
5-7 p.m.

Uptown Farmers Market will be open Sat-
urdays 7:30 a.m. to noon through November 
16, and Wednesdays from 7:30 a.m. to noon 
through 10 to September 25. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
days of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific 

Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, 
Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 
a.m. The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for chil-
dren under 12. All you can eat sausage, fried 
bologna, eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, 
made from scratch biscuits, made to order pan-
cakes, coffee and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music 
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play 
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to 
a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel mu-
sic by different bands each week. If you want, 
bring a snack to share. This event is free to the 
public. Any donations received will go to the 
Bassett Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of 
Natural History and the Henry County YMCA 
with your library card. The passes are good for 
one day and exclude special events. There is a 
wait period before you can check out the pass 
again. For more details and exclusions, visit 
brrl.lib.va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets Tuesdays 
at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public Library, 
3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New members 
welcome. For more information, please call 
Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Fontaine Ruritan Club hosts Bingo ev-
ery Tuesday at 1903 Joseph Martin Highway, 
Martinsville. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and 
games begin at 7. Money from Bingo supports 
community service awards, scholarships, and 
other community efforts. 

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge 
Regional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 
403-5430 to register. 

The Henry County Adult Learning Center 
offers free in-house and online classes to help 
prepare for college, career, or earn your high 
school equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-
9585.

Buchholz joins Northern 
General Surgery

Northern Regional Hospital is 
pleased to announce the addition 
of General Surgeon, Dr. Carl Buch-
holz.

Born in Waukesha, WI, Dr. Bu-
chholz’s journey to becoming a 
general surgeon marks a passion 
for medicine and a dedication to 
serving rural populations. He com-
pleted his Bachelor of Science in 
Molecular and Cellular Biology and 
Bachelor of Science in Physiology 
at the University of Arizona before 
earning his Medical Degree from 
the University of Virginia School 
of Medicine. Dr. Buchholz then 
completed his General Surgery 
Residency at Virginia Tech School 
of Medicine in Roanoke, Virginia, 
where he honed his surgical skills 
and commitment to patient care.

Dr. Buchholz’s approach to pa-
tient care emphasizes listening 
and collaborative decision-making. 
He tailors treatment plans to meet 
each patient’s unique needs. He 
is eager to introduce innovative 
techniques to enhance surgical out-
comes, including less invasive ap-
proaches to procedures like ingui-
nal hernia repair.

“I strongly believe that geogra-
phy shouldn’t limit access to qual-
ity healthcare,” said Dr. Buchholz. 
“I am excited to become a trusted 
healthcare provider in Mount Airy, 
building lasting relationships with 
my patients and the community.”

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Dr. Carl Buchholz to our team at 
Northern Regional Hospital,” said 
Dr. Jason Edsall, Chief Medical Of-
ficer at Northern Regional Hospi-
tal. “His dedication to patient-cen-

tered care and surgical excellence, 
combined with his commitment to 
our community, will undoubtedly 
enhance our ability to deliver com-
prehensive healthcare services.”

Dr. Buchholz joins colleagues 
Dr. Elizabeth Bond and Dr. Scott 
Corbin at Northern General Sur-
gery. He looks forward to learning 
from their expertise and contribut-
ing to the hospital’s mission of pro-
viding exceptional care in a com-
passionate setting.

Dr. Buchholz moves to Mount 
Airy with his wife Sarah and their 
one-year-old Leora. Outside of 
medicine, Dr. Buchholz is a pas-
sionate outdoorsman with diverse 
hobbies, including cycling, garden-
ing, and orchardry.  

For more information or to sched-
ule an appointment with Dr. Carl 
Buchholz, please visit Choose-
Northern.org or contact 336-789-
9176.

Dr. Carl Buchholz

Community health 
workers attend summit

The Henry County-Martins-
ville United Way Community 
Health Workers attended the re-
cent First Responders Summit 
held at New College Institute, 
where they were provided tools 
and support on how to not only 
take care of people in the com-
munity, but how to be mindful to 
care for themselves as well.

Student Briefs
Gilbert Named To ODAC All-Academic Team

The Shenandoah University De-
partment of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics set a new school record with 329 
student-athletes on the 2023-24 
Old Dominion Athletic Conference 
All-Academic Team in selections 
released by the conference on July 
11. Jacob Gilbert, of Collinsville, 
was among the Hornets to earn the 
honor.

This year’s total is an increase 
of 33 student-athletes from SU’s 
previous best of 296 set during the 
2022-23 academic year.

Overall, 3,175 ODAC student-
athletes represented their schools 
on this year’s all-academic team, 
which is a new high for the con-

ference. SU ranks second among 
the 17 institutions featured, with 
Washington & Lee topping the list 
with 537 student-athletes. With 
the University of Lynchburg’s 322 
student-athletes who met academ-
ic team standards, the ODAC had 
three schools eclipse the 300 mark 
in one academic year for the first 
time in conference history.

For student-athletes to qualify 
for the ODAC All-Academic Team, 
they must’ve had a 3.25 GPA or 
higher for the 2023-24 school year. 
Of the 329 SU student-athletes on 
the team, 256 posted a GPA of 3.50 
or better, and 46 had a perfect 4.0 
GPA.

Congressional staff to 
hold local office hours
Ninth District U.S. Rep. Morgan 

Griffith’s staff will hold hours in 
Henry and Patrick counties on July 
24.

Staff will be in Henry County, 
from 10 – 11:30 a.m., in the Hen-
ry County Administration Build-

ing, Summerlin Room, 3300 Kings 
Mountain Road, Martinsville. 

Staff will be in Patrick County 
from 12:30 – 2 p.m., in the Pat-
rick County Administration Build-
ing, Conference Room, 106 Rucker 
Street, Stuart. 

Input sought in tick survey 
The Virginia Department of 

Health (VDH) is asking for help from 
the communities it serves to further 
understand tick ecology in Virginia. 

The VDH is asking that if you 
find a tick or ticks on your person 
or a family member, safely remove 
it, complete a corresponding survey, 
and mail it to VDH.  

The goal of collecting that informa-
tion is to better understand which 
ticks are biting humans as well as 
the spatial distribution of Virginia’s 
tick species.

The VDH’s small entomology team 

frequently travels to collect ticks by 
dragging methods to better under-
stand tick ecology throughout the 
Commonwealth. However, it hopes 
to expand its knowledge as to which 
species bite humans - which is criti-
cal information to understand dis-
ease risk.  

For more information, visit www.
vdh.virginia.gov/ticks/tick-identifi-
cation/virginia-tick-survey/?utm_
c a m p a i g n = 2 0 2 4 0 7 1 6 _ & u t m _
c o n t e n t = & u t m _
m e d i u m = e m a i l & u t m _
source=govdelivery.

Movie in the Park series continues 
Henry County Parks and Recre-

ation will have their second Movie 
in the Park Series this summer on 
Friday, July 19. The feature will 
be “Migration,” a great movie for 
all ages, the movie is about a duck 
family’s adventurous trip from New 
England to Jamaica. 

The movie will be shown next to 
the picnic shelter at Jack Dalton 
Park. Admission is free. 

Music and games start at 7:30 

p.m., and the movie begins at 8:50 
p.m. 

Candy, snacks, water, soda and 
other items will be available for 
purchase.

 If the parking lot in Jack Dalton 
Park is full, park in the administra-
tion building parking lot and access 
the park using the steps behind the 
administration building. 

Call (276) 634-4640 for additional 
information or questions.
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NATO
This year marks the 

75th anniversary of the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO).

Towards the end of 
World War II, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill and 
Soviet Premier Joseph 
Stalin convened for the 
Yalta Conference.

It was discussed at this meeting 
the extent to which the Soviet Union 
could exercise influence over future 
governments of the liberated Eastern 
European nations.

Following Germany’s surrender, 
the heads of the Allied powers met 
again for the Potsdam Conference. 
This time however featured President 
Harry Truman on behalf of the Unit-
ed States, and Prime Minister Clem-
ent Attlee would replace Churchill in 
the middle of the sixteen-day summit.

Yalta and Potsdam helped set the 
stage for a superpower conflict be-
tween the U.S. and USSR. A Cold 
War began to brew.

As Churchill so famously pro-
claimed while touring the United 
States, an iron curtain had descended 
across Europe.

Soviet-controlled states began to 
pop up. The democratically-elected 
government in Czechoslovakia was 
overthrown in 1948 by the commu-
nists with Soviet support.

Following World War II, the com-
munist People’s Republic of Yugosla-
via under Marshall Tito also formed.

This expansionism initiated the 
West to act. NATO was created in 
1949, the treaty being signed by 
twelve countries at the Departmen-
tal Auditorium, known today as the 
Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium, in 
Washington, D.C.

President Truman remarked at the 
signing ceremony: “If there is any-
thing certain today, if there is any-
thing inevitable in the future, it is the 
will of the people of the world for free-
dom and for peace.”

Freedom and peace.
To achieve these, NATO under-

stood how integral it was to establish 
a strong collective defense capability.

The agreement allowed for the 
member states to build a command 
structure, resulting in a military 
headquarters. NATO tapped victo-
rious American General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower as the group’s first Su-
preme Allied Commander Europe 
(SACEUR).

Additionally, the Washington Trea-
ty contained Article 5, which states 
that any attack on a NATO ally is 
considered an attack on all NATO al-
lies. Therefore, NATO allies will come 
to the defense of a NATO ally under 
attack.

A strong and unified military or-
ganization could promote deterrence 
and collective security, as opposed to 
threatening the defense of member 
nations and the world.

To neutralize potential Soviet ex-
pansionism in the continent, NATO 
took on an aggressive role of adding 
members.

Greece, which experienced a civil 
war thanks to communist forces, 

and Turkey joined the alliance in the 
1950’s.

For a time, Turkey had U.S. Jupiter 
missiles.

Following West Germany’s acces-
sion to NATO in 1955, the Soviet 
Union orchestrated its own collec-
tive defense agreement known as the 
Warsaw Pact, pitting an Eastern bloc 
against a Western bloc.

The iron grip of the Russian bear 
only grew, as garrisons of Soviet 
troops were stationed in Eastern bloc 
countries.

Their armies helped suppress the 
1956 Hungarian Revolution and in-
vaded Czechoslovakia in 1968 to halt 
reform.

Despite the Cold War continuing, 
after NATO’s formation the world did 
not see additional Soviet expansion in 
Europe.

The tearing-down of the Berlin 
Wall, after Ronald Reagan’s famous 
speech, marked a pivotal point in the 
Cold War, with Western leadership 
firmly overwhelming the Soviets on 
the world stage.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991 crowned NATO as victorious.

NATO accomplished its goal of 
defeating Soviet expansionism, but 
there were other objectives to meet.

In the seventy-five years of its ex-
istence, the world has changed dra-
matically.

Many territories under Soviet con-
trol sought nation-state status. NATO 
ensued with its mission to accommo-
date political integration into Europe.

Most former Warsaw Pact coun-
tries, when free to choose, chose demo-
cratic republican forms of government 
and applied to join NATO.

The Baltic Republics of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania were restored.

NATO intervened in Yugoslavia 
after it dissolved and bloody conflicts 
arose.

Thirty-plus years following the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, critics have 
argued NATO has served its purpose 
and the alliance is no longer neces-
sary.

Critics also point out that many 
NATO members historically have not 
met the threshold of committing 2% of 
their GDP to defense spending.

As the authoritarian regimes of 
China, Russia and Iran are either 
taking land, intimidating countries, 
or both, the foundational reason for 
NATO still rings true.

That reason?
It is the will of the people of the 

world to have freedom and peace.
Call my offices with questions, con-

cerns, or comments: Abingdon, (276) 
525-1405; Christiansburg, (540) 381-
5671, or via email at https://morgan-
griffith.house.gov/.

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

The art of navigating 
online obituaries

In the days between 
when the newspaper 
comes out, online obitu-
aries might be the only 
way to find out who died, 
and when and where the 
visitation and funeral 
will be.

But good luck deci-
phering the ever compli-
cated maze of obstacles 
that block your way to the informa-
tion you’re after.

Online obituaries were useful 
when they first came out, but now 
the obituary website guys have fig-
ured out a lot of ways to make some 
money there.

Wow! Your buddy Steve’s father 
Omer has died. Let’s find out more. 
Click on Omer’s obituary.

There pops the Omer screen. You 
click on to read the obituary, or 
think you did ...

“Plant a memorial tree in memo-
ry of Omer,” the screen reads.

Under the price of $79.95, you 
read, “Show the family you care by 
planting a tree for Omer in the area 
of greatest need.” What does “area 
of greatest need” mean?

“Each memorial tree includes a 
certificate that demonstrates your 
purchase.

“Your name will also be listed on 
Omer’s Tribute Wall.”

Is the Tribute Wall next to the 
trees?

You can buy a Single Tree, Grove 
of 3, and all the way up to Grove of 
50. Wow, that adds up quickly.

Reading the fine print below:
“Your contribution is shared on 

the obituary, and you receive a dig-
ital certificate.” Oh, so they don’t 
even print out a piece of paper ac-
knowledging that you had bought a 
tree. 

“Planting location and tree spe-
cies are determined by planting 
experts.” Oh - so who knows where 
that tree will be, but it’ll be no-
where near Omer. It could be in the 
obituary website worker’s backyard 
for all we know. And it could very 
well be one of those year-old sticks 
with bare roots you get in a pack of 
10 for free when you join the Arbor 
Day Foundation for a one-time fee 
of $12.

I bet that as the website guy 
reaches his next 10 trees, and his 
next 10, he just keeps ordering 
more Arbor Day Foundation mem-
berships under fake names to keep 
stocked. 

When he runs out of room plant-
ing little sticks in his back yard, 
maybe he slips over to the local park 
or schoolyard or behind a Walmart 
to plant some more.

If you don’t want to spend $80 
on a mysterious tree, location un-
known, you could spring for a $60 
flower that will be given to “some-
one in need of cheer.” I bet that’s 
the obituary website worker who 
is cheerful about getting your $60 
and goes to pick a dandelion out of 
the strip of grass outside his office 
just to feel good that he’s met the 

requirement.
Click, click, click, all around, to 

see if you can find out when Omer 
died and when the funeral will be.

“Tribute Wall” is what you come 
up with. Oh - so THAT’s where 
they’ll put your name after you 
throw away money on a so-called 
tree.

You scan down the Tribute Wall 
and see no one related to Omer or 
anyone you recognize. However, 
there are some messages.

“Omer, we sure had some times 
together working at the chair plant 
in 1974,” one reads.

“Although I haven’t seen you in 
32 years, I remember your laugh-
ter. You were a special man,” an-
other reads.

“My financial woes were all 
solved, and I lost 46 pounds, when I 
became a CEO of my own company 
that helps others reach for their 
dreams and unlock their full poten-
tial. Let me show you how!” reads 
yet another.

Try again to find the obituaries.
Whoops, now you’re on some kind 

of survey.
“How did you know Omer?” it 

asks: “Family”, “Friend”, “Work”, 
“Church”, “Club”, “One Night 
Stand”, “Neighbor”, “Other.”

“How would you best characterize 
Omer?” it asks: “Loyal and Depend-
able”, “Life of the Party”, “Not Too 
Exciting But a Steady Eddie Who 
Got The Job Done”, “He Could Real-
ly Preach A Sermon If He Got You 
Cornered”, “Rather Not Say”.

Try again for the obituary and ar-
rive at “Order Flowers For Omer’s 
Visitation.”

“Everyone is unique and so should 
the sympathy flowers sent to the 
memorial service or family’s home,” 
reads the sales pitch for the $97 
Florist’s Choice Bunch. That one is 
unique indeed, because without you 
knowing who the florist is or being 
able to describe what you want or 
what Omer would have wanted, 
you’ll get whatever leftover flowers 
someone had in the bottom of the 
cooler that they’re glad to get rid of.

Of course, that just said “Bunch.” 
You could get an “Arrangement” 
for $160 - that means they’d have 
had to stick some flowers into flo-
ral foam – or a Spray on a Stand in 
prices ranging from $219 to $574.

Oh, but guess what - good news 
– if you get one of those Sprays, 
they’ll throw in one of those $80 
trees for just $15. 

Wait - does anyone know when 
Omer died and when and where his 
funeral will be?

Holly 
Kozelsky

The importance of choice
By Pat Delaney
I walked into a store the other day, 

looking for something to drink. Ap-
proaching the drink aisle, two reps 
were arguing about something stu-
pid. One, dressed in red, the other 
dressed in blue, were, in between 
insulting the other, restocking their 
products.

Seeing me, they stopped arguing 
long enough to point me to their re-
spective drinks.

“Is this all you have?” I said, notic-
ing only the two options.

“Why would you want anything 
else?” they both asked.

“Well, I’ve been buying your drinks 
forever, and I’d like something that 
tastes… well… better than either of 
you.”

“We’re way better than they are,” 
said the man in red pointing to the 
other rep.

“We’re nothing like them,” said the 
man in blue.

I sighed. “You guys act like you’re 
so different, but you look alike, basi-
cally taste alike, and I’m tired of buy-
ing the same thing over and over that 
turns out isn’t good for me.”

“But think of all the things we’ve 
done for you over the years,” said the 
man in red as his counterpart nodded 
in agreement.

“Like give me diabetes?”
“Yes… wait… no,” said the man in 

blue, “ahh… that was him.”
“No, it wasn’t, it was his soft drink,’ 

said the man in red.
“You guys are the only drinks avail-

able,” I said, “I think you’re both to 
blame.”

They just went back to arguing, 
blaming each other, and trying to 
convince me that if I just gave one of 
them another chance, they promised 
to contribute to diabetes research 
along with other enticements.

“Can I help you?” said a woman in a 
flowing blue-green dress and a name 
tag that announced she was the store 
manager. The reps continued to ar-
gue.

“Are these really my only choices?” 
I said, pointing to the two men, now 
wrestling each other on the floor. 
“Don’t you have anything else?”

“I’m afraid not. Occasionally, a 
new one will come along, but these 
two,” she said, pointing at the two 
drink reps, now throwing cans at 
each other, “became so big that they 
blocked other drinks from being sold 
at most stores. Funny, the only thing 
they agree on is their hatred for other 
drink companies.”

“Then I need to find another drink 
company,” I said.

“NO!” shouted the two reps, climb-
ing to their feet and putting an arm 
around each other.

“Are you just going to waste your 
money on a drink you’ve never had 
before,” said the man in red.

“I mean,” said the man in blue, 
“God only knows what they put in 
their drinks. You might get—”

“Diabetes,” I said.
“We said we’re working on that,” 

said the man in red.
“Why not just change your ingredi-

ents? Maybe something more healthy 
and flavorful?” I asked.

The two reps stared at me for a full 
minute, then fell into each other’s 
arms hysterically laughing.

“Better flavor...” laughed the man 
in blue.

“Healthy…” said the man in red 
through coughs of laughter.

“I’m out of here,” I said, turning for 
the exit. “You both make me sick.”

“Again, with the diabetes?” said the 
man in red. “We told you we’re work-
ing on it.”

I turned back, about to reply, when 
it hit me. These two don’t care about 
me at all. They only care that I buy 
one of their drinks. Shaking my head, 
I continued toward the door.

“Go on,” said the man in blue. 
“You’ll be back.”

“They always come back,” said the 
man in red. “Throw away your mon-
ey. We’ll make sure those small drink 
companies never get into stores like 
this. You’ll have to pick one of us.”

“We’ll make sure of it,” said the 
man in blue. “Do you really think you 
can make a difference? You’re only 
one person.”

“You know what,” said a man who 
had been trying to pick from the red 
or blue section, “I want something 
different too. I’m tired of picking one 
of you and ending up with buyer’s re-
morse.”

“I’m tired of both of you,” said a 
woman who had been listening in. “I 
can’t even have Thanksgiving with 
my family without an argument 
breaking out about you two.”

“You’ll be outcasts,” said the man in 
blue. “People will mock you for drink-
ing something different. You don’t 
want to be different? Do you?”

“You’re throwing away your mon-
ey,” yelled the man in red.

Looking back over my shoulder 
without stopping, I said, “but it’s MY 
money.”

They were still shouting veiled 
threats as I walked out of the store, 
thinking, there has to be something 
better than those two.

There just has to be.
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Do svidanya
Last week, a Facebook friend of 

mine opined that he was consider-
ing voting for Green Party candi-
date Jill Stein in November.

Joe Biden, he said, had too much 
blood on his hands regarding the 
Israel/Palestine conflict, and he 
could not in good conscience vote 
for him.

It’s only been about a month 
since I wrote a column on this par-
ticular topic (“An open letter to the 
ultraprogressives”). I don’t intend 
to rehash that column here, but I 
basically said that if you’re a pro-
gressive who votes for a third party 
candidate or doesn’t vote at all be-
cause you take issue with Biden’s 
foreign policy, then you’re effec-
tively casting your vote for Donald 
Trump and you’re operating from a 
place of privilege because you know 
you won’t be affected by whatever 
policies will be enacted in Trump’s 
second term. 

Because I’m a pain in the neck, 
I replied to my friend’s post and 
shared that column, and I men-
tioned that Russia had pumped a 
ton of money into promoting Jill 
Stein on social media in 2016 and 
2020. She’s been described as ei-
ther a Russian asset or a useful 
idiot, and I have yet to see any 
compelling evidence that makes me 
feel any differently.

Within minutes, someone had re-
sponded to my comment. She said 
that I was sharing lies, and she 
posted a series of memes talking 
about how the Democrats are going 
to steal the election and you should 
vote for Jill Stein.

I decided to view her profile, and 
I discovered something interesting. 

She had one profile picture, a 
grainy photo of a smiling woman 
who vaguely resembled the late 
Della Reese. Her profile said that 
she ran a marijuana dispensary in 
New Mexico. That was the extent of 
the personal information available 
on her page. 

Scrolling through her feed, I saw 
she posted dozens of times per day, 
sharing memes and news links 
with her 3,000-some friends. Every 
single post fell into one of four cat-
egories:

1. The Democrats are incompe-
tent/evil/no different from the Re-
publicans.

2. Third party candidates are 
great and worth voting for.

3. At the same time, the elec-
tion is going to be stolen anyway so 
there’s no point in voting at all.

4. Don’t listen to the media be-
cause Russia and China are actu-
ally doing some great stuff!

A suspicion forming, I searched 
her unique name on Google. I got 
one hit, but it was for a man who 
definitely did not resemble the 
kindly woman in the profile photo. 
I then Googled her dispensary busi-
ness, which turned out to not exist.

I realized I had found a Russian 
bot in the wild. After a little more 
research, I confirmed the profile 
checked every single box. 

I knew that Russian bots were 
supposed to be rampant on Face-
book and Twitter, but I’d never 
actually encountered one before. I 
replied to her comments, informing 
her that I knew she was a Russian 
bot and presenting my evidence. 

The bot posted a couple more 
anti-Democrat memes in rapid suc-
cession. Over the following days, it 
would occasionally reply to me with 
new memes, prompting me to ask it 
if it had any actual rebuttal to my 
accusation that it was a Russian 
troll and not a real person. It did 
not answer.

I scrolled through the comments 
on my friend’s post and saw that 
out of 20-plus comments, only two 
people seemed to think that voting 
for Jill Stein was a good idea: the 
aforementioned Russian bot, and 
another person that I’m 95% per-
cent certain was a second Russian 
bot. 

To be clear, I’m not sharing this 
story to make my Facebook friend 
feel bad in the event that he reads 
this. The fact is, our nation is expe-
riencing a sophisticated misinfor-
mation and propaganda campaign 
the likes of which we’ve never seen, 
and we have little defense against 
it. It’s perpetrated by bad actors 
both foreign and domestic. We have 
Russian troll farms unleashing a 
tidal wave of misinformation on so-
cial media, entertainment outlets 
that masquerade as news outlets 
so they can rile up their base and 
draw profit from their anger, and 
politicians that lie through their 
teeth because they know their base 
doesn’t care about the truth, only 
about what FEELS true.

This propaganda targets both 
sides of the aisle and it’s astonish-
ingly effective. And frankly, mak-
ing progressives feel disenchanted 
with the Democratic Party is only 
slightly more difficult than beating 
a toddler at arm wrestling. It’s not 
like the troll farms have to try par-
ticularly hard.

Everyone is entitled to their own 
opinion, and if someone wants to 
vote for Jill Stein or not vote at 
all, it’s their right to do so. At the 
same time, regardless of party, we 
should all take a moment to consid-
er whether our opinions are actu-
ally our own.

By Ben R. Williams

O. Winston Link Museum 
announces Aug. 17 

Festival, Photo Contest
The O. Winston Link Museum 

will honor its 20th anniversary 
Aug. 17 with Celebration at the 
Station festival, lectures and ex-
hibits related to Link’s photogra-
phy of the last steam train.

Celebration, a free event, will be 
at the historic Norfolk & Western 
passenger station on 101 Shenan-
doah Avenue NE, across from The 
Hotel Roanoke, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Shenandoah Avenue will be closed 
between Williamson Road and Jef-
ferson Street for vendors’ booths. 
Also on site will be the restored 
1948 Grottoes (Va.) fire truck. The 
truck was photographed by Link in 
February 1957 as part of his efforts 
to capture the landscapes along 
the route of Norfolk and Western’s 
steam train. Vendor spaces are 
available and interested persons 
can email Kelly Robertson, info@
vahistorymuseum.org, for an ap-
plication.

Special admission pricing is 
available for the day, and two new 
Link exhibits will be on view. The 
gift shop will have special pricing 
on preorders for the Steam and 
Steel 2025 calendar and for a lim-
ited reprint of Tony Reevy’s Life 
Along the Line.

Online Photo Competition
An online photo competition 

invites entrants to submit their 
works showcasing modern pho-
tographic recreations inspired by 
Link. The works will be displayed 
through the Link Museum’s Face-
book page. Public voting will begin 
July 24, 2024, and end Aug. 7, 2024. 
The five most popular photographs 

through online voting will be print-
ed and displayed in the lobby of 
Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge on Aug. 
17, 2024, for in- person public vot-
ing, The photograph with the most 
public votes wins the Grand Prize.

Participants must submit one 
high resolution (at least 300 dpi) 
photograph digitally to info@va-
historymuseum.org. Submissions 
must include the artist’s name, 
title of the work and date created. 
There is no charge for a submis-
sion.

Lectures scheduled
In conjunction with the anniver-

sary, lectures are planned on July 
23 and Aug. 27.

On July 23, author Tony Reevy 
will showcase images from “O. 
Winston Link: Life Along the 
Line,” and discuss Link and Link’s 
work. On Aug. 27, Tim Hensley will 
share stories of his work with the 
renowned photographer, including 
the “Steam, Steel, and Stars,” book 
that introduced Link to a larger au-
dience. Lectures will be in the mu-
seum theater at 7 p.m. Admission 
is $5/Free for HSWV members.

Celebration at the Station is 
sponsored in part by the Norfolk 
Southern Corp., the David Goode 
Family Foundation, and Gordon 
Hamilton, as well as through part-
nerships with the Grottoes Volun-
teer Fire Department, Center in 
the Square, and Visit Virginia’s 
Blue Ridge.  The museums are 
operated by the Historical Society 
of Western Virginia and are open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 
a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

State to expand teacher 
apprenticeship opportunities

The Virginia Department of Ed-
ucation, in partnership with the 
Virginia Department of Workforce 
Development and Advancement 
(Virginia Works), has been awarded 
a State Apprenticeship Expansion 
Formula (SAEF2) grant by the U.S. 
Department of Labor to develop and 
expand Registered Teacher Appren-
ticeship Pathway and pre-appren-
ticeship pathway opportunities in 
Virginia.

“The apprenticeship grant award-
ed today will help develop Virginia’s 
next generation of teachers through 
innovative programs and a proven 
approach giving our aspiring teach-
ers financial assistance and a full 
year of in-school, apprenticeship 
training,” said Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Lisa Coons. “We 
know there are better ways to de-
velop teachers, and that is by giving 
them an opportunity to grow within 
the school, complete their course-
work in coordination with class-
room experiences, and this model 
changes how we prepare teachers for 
the classroom. It is imperative that 
school districts and higher education 
work together to provide stronger op-
portunities to become the high-quali-
ty teachers our students deserve.” 

The $6 million grant will enable 
Virginia to focus on expanding its 
registered apprenticeship program 
for K-12 educators and building 
pre-apprenticeship on-ramps into 
the teaching profession. During the 
2023-2024 school year, 28 school di-
visions launched registered teacher 
apprenticeship programs.  

Working with local school divisions 
and universities, the Department 
intends to allocate $2.55 million in 

competitive funding for teacher de-
velopment using the apprenticeship 
model. Through this initiative, 170 
teacher apprenticeships are project-
ed, along with new partnerships with 
80 local education agencies (LEA).  

The VDOE will use these grants 
funds to expand high school Teacher 
for Tomorrow programs and develop 
classroom assistants to build pre-ap-
prenticeship pathways for students 
while they are still in high school.  

Additionally, it will allocate 
$150,000 to support registered ap-
prenticeship program for K-12 prin-
cipals. 

Virginia will work to reduce costs 
by offering apprenticeships with no 
tuition costs and providing full-time 
employment benefits. Under this 
model, aspiring Virginia teacher 
candidates can include paraprofes-
sionals and other staff already work-
ing in the schools, dual-enrolled 
graduating high school seniors, or 
career switchers with an interest in 
classroom teaching. These appren-
ticeship programs will maximize the 
opportunity for aspiring educators to 
get classroom experiences and learn 
to become teachers alongside master 
teachers in their schools. 

As partners in this grant award, 
the VDOE and Virginia Works will 
work together to foster career ex-
ploration, skills development, and a 
successful workforce apprenticeship 
model for the next generation of Vir-
ginia teachers.

In addition, VDOE will continue 
to partner with the National Center 
for Grow Your Own to support the 
expansion of effective registered ap-
prenticeship programs throughout 
the Commonwealth. 

Stowe to present 
program Sunday

The Martinsville-Henry Coun-
ty Historical Society will host its 
monthly Sunday Afternoon Lec-
ture, “History of Community Police 
Departments” with Ron Stowe, on 
Sunday, July 21, at 3 p.m., in the 
Historic Henry County Courthouse.

Stowe will discuss the history of 
the three police departments that 
no longer exist in Henry County. 
All three of the police departments 
started in the 1920s with the growth 
of the furniture and textile indus-
try in the area and the mill towns 
that grew around them. Each of the 
companies funded their individual 
police departments, although the 
county also contributed. The Stan-
leytown Police Department closed 
in June 1980 when the business 
climate significantly changed. Bas-
sett Police Department began to 
downsize in the mid- to late 1980s 
and eventually closed. The Fieldale 
Police Department kept one officer 
into the 1990s before it closed.

The son of the Stanleytown Po-
lice Department’s last Chief of Po-
lice, Stowe grew up in Stanleytown 
and graduated from Bassett High 
School. He attended Danville Com-
munity College and then followed 
in the footsteps of his father, Mel-

vin Stowe,
by joining the Henry County 

Sheriff’s Office in 1975. In 1980, he 
moved to High Point, North Caroli-
na, where he continued working in 
law enforcement at the High Point 
Police Department and retired as a 
captain.

Admission to the lecture is free, 
made possible by corporate spon-
sors, Carter Bank & Trust and The 
Lester Group. 

The Historic Henry County 
Courthouse is fully handicapped 
accessible. The Martinsville-Henry 
County Heritage Museum will be 
open following the presentation.

Ron Stowe

Series of ‘Conversations’ set to gain 
input on cell phone-free education 
The Virginia Department of Educa-

tion is hosting a series of Common-
wealth Conversations to give parents, 
educators, and community mem-
bers the opportunity to share their 
thoughts on the best ways to achieve 
cell phone-free education in Virginia 
and address the increasing evidence 
of the impact cell phone and social 
media usage has on youth mental 
health and education performance. 

On July 9, Gov. Glenn Youngkin is-
sued Executive Order 33 to establish 
cell phone-free education to promote 
the health and safety of Virginia’s 
K-12 students. Executive Order 33 di-
rects the VDOE to provide guidance 
to school boards on cell phone-free 
education policies and procedures. 
School boards will establish local cell 
phone-free education policies and pro-
cedures before the end of this year.   

Parents, educators, and interested 
community members are invited to 
attend a Commonwealth Conversa-
tion and discuss their expectations for 
the upcoming policy changes that will 
take effect in January 2025. A partial 
list of the closest events includes:
•	 Roanoke - July 31, 4 - 5:30 p.m., 

Northside High School 
•	 Abingdon - August 1, 3 - 4:30 

p.m., Southwest Virginia Higher 
Education Center 

•	 Keysville - August 2, 1:30 - 3 p.m., 
Southside Virginia Community 
College Keysville Campus 

To register to join the conversation 
at these events, learn more about Ex-
ecutive Order 33, or share feedback 
about cell phone-free education, visit 
the Cell Phone-Free Education in 
Virginia webpage (www.doe.virginia.
gov/cell-phone-free-education). 
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Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 
design, tile, closet & 
garage organizers, 

repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References. Bob 

Morehouse Phone: 
276-930-1703 Cell: 

561-881-8292 E-Mail: 
Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.

net.

Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 
cleanup, bush-hog-
ging, pasture & field 
reclamation, ATV & 

walking trails, hunting 
lanes, skid-steer, trac-
tor and mini-excavator 
work. Free estimates. 

Call 276-229-9410 
or Facebook Thomas 
Land Solutions LLC

If you’ve read this 
far, you can see how 
a classified ad in the 
Henry County Enter-
prise can work. Let 
our readers know 

you’re hiring with a 
classified ad in The 

Enterprise for as 
little as $8 a week. 

Call 276-694-3101 or 
email submissions@
theenterprise.net for 

more information.

AUCTIONS
3-DAY ESTATE SET-
TLEMENT AUCTION. 
JULY 23 RD -25 TH . 
65 Properties in Dan-

ville & Pittsylvania, 
VA: 5 Buildings, 150± 
Total Acres. Motleys 

Real Estate.
MotleysRealEstate.
com (804) 486-4555

Real Estate Auction. 8 
BR/5.5 BA, 6,500 SF. 
Auction Closes July 

19th @ 3:00 PM.
10941 Buckley Hall 
Rd., Mathews, VA 
23109 DudleyRe-

sources.com for info

ATTN. AUCTION-
EERS:  Advertise your 

upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other

states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solu-

tions reaching your 
target audiences. Call 

this
paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Ser-
vices 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
Prepare for power 

outages today with 
a GENERAC home 
standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + 

Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call 

now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-

947-1479 

Replace your roof 
with the best looking 
and longest lasting 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 

Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off 

installation + Addition-
al 10% off install (for 
military, health work-

ers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 

1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! Le-
afFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. 

Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate 

today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% 

Senior &amp; Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-

614-6667

The bathroom of 
your dreams for as 

little as $149/month! 
BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options avail-

able. Quality materials 
& professional instal-
lation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time 

Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation 

now and
SAVE 15%! Call To-

day! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 

and service. Now 
featuring our FREE 

shower package and 
$1600 Off for a lim-

ited time! Call today! 
Financing available. 

Call Safe Step 1-877-
591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-

Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No 
court appearance. 

Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverat-

torneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 

Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility 

with the compact de-

sign and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974 

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insur-

ance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real den-

tal insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. 

Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-888-
550-3083 www.den-

tal50plus.com/virginia 
#6258

Become a Published 
Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! 

Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920. Book 

manuscript submis-
sions currently being 
reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: 

Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and 
Distribution. Call for 
Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-366-

7596 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/vapress

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 

talk, text and data. No 
contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited 

talk and text with flexi-
ble data plans. Premi-
um nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For 
more information, call 

1-855-262-5564

SERVICES
Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

Michael Showell, Publisher
Debbie Hall, Editor 

dhall@theenterprise.net
(276) 694-3101

Wendi Craig, Advertising Manager
wendicraig@gmail.com

(276) 340-2445

Give us your view:
The Henry County Enterprise 

encourages letters from our readers on 
topics of general interest to the 

community and responses to our articles 
and columns. Letters must be signed and 
have a telephone number where you can 

be reached to be considered for 
publication. All letters will be verified 

before publication. The Henry County 
Enterprise reserves the right to deny 

publication of any letter and edit letters for 
length, content and style.

If you have news about or an upcoming 
event for your organization, company or 

church, email dhall@theenterprise.net 
and/or call (276) 694-3101
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CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

LEGAL

Be sure to like 
the Henry 

County Enterprise 
on Facebook

LEGAL

LEGAL

All Positions Available, SALE REP, 
ACCOUNTANT and MANY MORE

Bookkeeper • Cashier • Payroll 
• Customer Service 

• Account Coordinator
• Finance • Business • Marketing

• Admissions Representative
• Office Clerk • Help Desk Assistant

As part of our expansion program, our company 
is looking for part time Work from home Account 
Manager and sales representatives, it pays $1700 
monthly plus benefits and takes only little of your 
time. Please contact us for more details. Require-
ments - Should be computer literate. 2-3 hours 
access to the internet weekly. Must be over 24yrs 
of age. Must be Efficient and Dedicated. If you 
are interested and need more information, 
contact: Kenneth.bbraun.com@outlook.com  
for more details.

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
0713 0720
   

COUNTY OF HENRY
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a public hear-
ing has been scheduled for July 24, 2024, at 1:00 p.m. in the Sum-
merlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, Kings 
Mountain Rd., Collinsville, Virginia. The purpose of this public hear-
ing is to receive citizen input into the possible issuance of a Special 
Use Permit for the following case:
Case S-24-04 Patricia J. Adkins
A request for a Special Use Permit has been received under Section 
21-602 of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the estab-
lishment of a Class B Home Occupation. The specific business will 
be a hair salon. The property is located at 1107 Hilltop Drive, in the 
Collinsville District, and is zoned Suburban Residential District S-R, 
as shown on Tax map 28.6(63)/95,96.
The application for this request may be viewed in the Department of 
Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

Submit your 
community 

news and photos 
to dhall@

theenterprise.net

Legal 2 col x 5”
0629 0720

Reservoir Road Reconstruction Project
State Project: U000-044-081, P101, R201, C501

UPC 121894
Henry County, Virginia

Willingness to Hold a Design Public Hearing
Proposed Project:
The project’s purpose is to reconstruct Reservoir Road (VA State 
Route 689) to ensure longevity of the road and compatibility with fu-
ture development in the area, including ongoing development at Com-
monwealth Crossing Business Centre. The project consists of demoli-
tion of the existing roadway, placement of widened asphalt sections, 
fine grading for drainage conveyance, and installation of drainage in-
frastructure. The project will also install an improved cul-de-sac at the 
end of the road for improved vehicular access.
Plan review:
A map of the project plans and exhibits concerning the project are 
available for review at the Henry County Administrative Offices at 
3300 Kings Mountain Road, Martinsville, VA 24112.
Written Request:
By this notice, Henry County is indicating its willingness to hold a 
Design Public Hearing for this project if individual concerns cannot 
be addressed. You may request that a Design Public Hearing be held 
by sending a written request on or before July 29, 2024.

Mail requests to:
Tim Pace, P.E.

Henry County Director of Engineering
P.O. Box 7

Collinsville, VA 24078
Further Notice:
If a request for a public hearing is received, and the concerns cannot be 
adequately resolved, a public hearing will be scheduled at a time and 
place to be advertised in a future notice.
Questions or Special Assistance:
Questions regarding this project should be directed to Tim Pace at 
276-634-2559 or tpace@henrycountyva.gov
Henry County ensures non-discrimination in all programs and activi-
ties in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. Any persons with questions on the accessibility of the facility 
or need for reasonable accommodations should contact Tim Pace at 
276-634-2559.

Legal 2 col x 1-1/4”
0720

LEGAL NOTICE
July 3, 2024

The West Virginia Health Care Authority announced that it has re-
ceived a Letter of Intent from VCG Luna, LLC, CON File #24-12-
13027-A, to become the sole member of Amedysis West Virginia, 
LLC and Tender Loving Care Health Care Services of West Virginia, 
LLC. Capital Expenditure $28,746,330.

Further information regarding the Letter of Intent, including the 
Certificate of Need application when submitted, is on the Authority’s 
website at www.hca.wv.gov.
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Where You Can Go To Get Help For Your Mental Health
By Stan Popovich
Are you having trouble finding 

places to get some assistance for 
your mental health?

Nowadays, many places have 
waiting lists, and some places can 
be very expensive. This can be 
very frustrating when you need 
help right away.

As a result, here are some op-
tions you can use to start the pro-
cess of getting some assistance as 
quickly as possible.

1. Contact your doctor: Your 
doctor is a great source in finding 
available mental health resources 
in your area. Explain your situa-
tion to your doctor and ask if he or 
she knows of anyone that can help 
you. Chances are your doctor will 
be able to give you some referrals.

2. Go to the nearest hospital: 
Your local hospitals can give you 
immediate assistance for your 
mental health issues. The people 
who work at a hospital know of 
other professionals in your area 

that can provide you with ad-
ditional treatment. In addition, 
some hospitals may offer various 
mental health services that are 
available to the public.

3. Talk to the insurance com-
panies: Your insurance company 
can provide a list of mental health 
services and other treatment pro-
grams that are covered in your 
health plan. If you do not have 
health insurance, you could still 
contact some of those companies 
and see if they can point you in 
the right direction regarding your 
current circumstances.  

4. Talk to the local churches: 
Your local churches may know of 
programs in your area that you 
could go to in overcoming your 
anxieties and stresses. Many 
churches offer mental health and 
addiction programs that anyone 
can take advantage of.  A priest 
or minister can also provide ad-
ditional advice to your situation.

5. Find a support group: There 

are all kinds of mental health 
support groups that can help you 
with your issues. Go to a sup-
port group in your area and meet 
people who are also struggling 
with addiction and depression. A 
person can go on the internet or 
talk to some of the local mental 
health organizations to get more 
information about what is in their 
area.

6. Network with others: Many 
people have dealt with fear and 
anxiety sometime in their life. 
Talk to the people that you trust 
to see if they have any sugges-
tions on where you can go for 
some assistance. Make sure that 
your friends can keep things con-
fidential and do not get into the 
habit of giving out too much per-
sonal information to others. 

7. Contact your local mental 
health organizations: There are 
many private, public, nonprofit, 
and governmental organizations 
that specialize in various mental 

health services that you can talk 
to for some assistance. The people 
at these places can give you some 
ideas on where you can find some 
mental health programs and 
counselors that can help you right 
away. 

Stan Popovich is the author of 
“A Layman’s Guide to Manag-
ing Fear” which covers a variety 
of techniques that can drastically 
improve your mental health. For 
more information, please visit 
Stan’s website at http://www.
managingfear.com

City Council recognized workers from the Water Resources Department with awards.

Council hears proposed 
capital spending plan

By Jessica Dillon
Martinsville City Council met on 

July 16, following a lengthy work ses-
sion to view a presentation on needed 
improvements and purchases.  

A proposed capital spending budget 
for FY 2024-25 was presented, with 
many examples of needed improve-
ments around the city and individual 
costs. Proposed projects included up-
dated bathrooms for Fire Department 
Station One, traffic barriers that will 
cost $10,000, and laptop replacements 
that will cost $85,000. Several other 
improvements, including repairing 
substations and replacing the hypo-
chlorite chemical containment build-
ing, also were noted. The purchases 
will be discussed further as the council 
works through them.

The projects would be funded by di-
viding up what’s already in the capital 
budget.

A separate fund is set up for street 
maintenance. 

“Should we be asking for additional 
funding,” asked Council member Tam-
my Pearson, referring to funding road 
maintenance. 

“I would say that’s probably not nec-
essary at this point,” said Public Works 
Director Greg Maggard.

In other matters, the council:
*During matters from the public, 

Ural Harris asked about the current 
state of the BB&T building and ru-
mors about the movement of city hall. 

“How come it’s taking so long, and 
why is council giving them so many ex-
tensions,” Harris asked about the proj-
ect. “And I would like somebody to ad-
dress the word on the street that y’all 
plan to move city hall down there.” 

“Haven’t heard that one,” Mayor LC 
Jones said. 

Vice Mayor Aaron Rawls said that 
Martinsville received a large grant for 
the project, but was frustrated as it af-
fected their deadlines. “That was $3 
million to the city that we get to keep,” 

Rawls said. 
Harris also commented on the city’s 

relationship with the county, critiqu-
ing several points. 

“There was a comment made by a 
council member that the county did 
more for the city than everybody else,” 
Harris said, adding that the county 
had ‘knocked’ the city out of revenue 
sharing with the shell building and 
also affected the city when the county 
acquired Clearview Park.

“The city made a mistake when they 
rezoned that (property) to let them 
put the social services building down 
there,” Harris said. “So, there was nev-
er supposed to be any governmental 
building down there on that grant.” 

After adding that he was surprised 
the city didn’t get in trouble for the use 
of the grant, Harris said, “I think the 
city council was very wrong when they 
rezoned. They should have demanded 
to know who was buying it because 
that was an underhanded deal.”

*The council approved the applica-
tion of two grants - the Safe Streets 
4 All Safety Action Planning grants 
grant and CDBG Grant for planning. 

“The reason we bring them to coun-
cil is that they may require a match,” 
said City Manager Aretha Ferrell-
Benavides.

Pearson discussed the city’s boards 
and committees. 

“I want to thank everyone because 
you can really start to see those com-
mittees headed in the right direction.”

For instance, the Arts and Cul-
ture Committee recently used a Hope 
Grant to help improve sidewalk safety 
at Albert Harris and Patrick Henry el-
ementary schools.

*Recognized the work of the water 
resources department

*Recognized Martinsville City Pub-
lic Schools for two Awards of Excel-
lence.

*Recognized Mustang’s 10 game win 
streak.

IALR seeks recruits for 
AmeriCorps program

The Regional Engagement to Ad-
vance Community Health (REACH) 
AmeriCorps program is recruiting 
15 part-time REACH Community 
Health Educators to conduct com-
munity health workshops over nine 
months. Hosted in targeted census 
tracts in the Dan River Region, the 
workshops focus on specific health 
topics and address areas of high 
need and chronic health issues. 
Members will serve approximately 
25 hours per week. 

The Institute for Advanced 
Learning and Research (IALR) ad-
ministers the REACH AmeriCorps 
program.  

Members who participate in this 
service opportunity will receive a 
stipend of $11,500 and a Segal Ed-
ucation Award—which can be used 
to repay student loans or for current 
or future education—of $3,447.50. 
Members need to be available from 
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, and some additional hours 
may be required for a total of 900 
hours. 

This Public Health AmeriCorps 
program is ideal for students seek-
ing a gap year, those entering the 
health field, career switchers and 
retirees.  

IALR was awarded a $218,678 
grant from AmeriCorps, the fed-
eral agency for national service 
and volunteerism, to continue this 
program for a third year. The grant 
will fund the continued impact of 
the REACH AmeriCorps program, 
which has provided public health 
workshops and educational oppor-
tunities in concert with the REACH 
Partnership since 2022.   

The REACH AmeriCorps pro-
gram is dedicated to expanding 
the capacity for public health ser-
vice by providing direct outreach 
and education services in the City 
of Danville, Pittsylvania County 
and Caswell County (North Caro-
lina). Members offer individualized 
support, addressing the region’s 
most pressing physical and men-
tal health challenges through a di-
versity, equity and inclusion (DEI) 
lens.  

In the current year of the REACH 
AmeriCorps program (which will 
end Aug. 31), members have con-
ducted 92 workshops across 21 lo-
cations, serving 862 participants. 
In the program’s two years, mem-
bers have contributed 12,502 ser-
vice hours.  

In conjunction with the REACH 
AmeriCorps program, The REACH 
Partnership deploys Community 
Health Workers and Community 
Paramedics – referred to as coor-
dinated care teams – to assist with 
an individual’s physical and mental 
health needs and to connect clients 
to community resources, address-
ing the myriad social determinants 
of health. Supported by The Health 

Collaborative of the Dan River Re-
gion, the REACH Partnership in-
cludes the Institute for Advanced 
Learning and Research (lead and 
fiscal agent), Virginia Coopera-
tive Extension, Piedmont Access to 
Community Health Services, Gate-
way Health, Sovah Health Dan-
ville, Compassion Healthcare, the 
Danville Life Saving Crew, Caswell 
County EMS, Danville-Pittsylvania 
Community Services and Danville 
Redevelopment and Housing Au-
thority. The Partnership efforts are 
funded by a $6.3 million grant from 
the Danville Regional Foundation.  

AmeriCorps State and National, 
a federal-state partnership with a 
central role for Governor-appointed 
State Service Commissions, devel-
ops and implements state-specific 
national service programs. These 
grants allow organizations to re-
cruit, train and supervise Ameri-
Corps members who are providing 
services to support education, di-
saster services, health, environ-
mental stewardship, economic op-
portunity and service to veterans 
and military families.  

AmeriCorps State and National 
annually engages more than 65,000 
Americans in intensive service. 
AmeriCorps members in the Amer-
iCorps State and National program 
receive a modest living allowance. 
At the successful completion of each 
service term, members earn a Segal 
AmeriCorps Education Award to 
repay qualified student loans and 
to pay current educational expens-
es at eligible institutions of higher 
education and training programs.  
Members aged 55+ when they be-
gin service may gift their Segal Ed-
ucation Award to immediate family 
members.  

Public Health AmeriCorps, a 
partnership between AmeriCorps 
and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, supports the 
recruitment, training and develop-
ment of a new generation of public 
health leaders. Supported by fund-
ing from the American Rescue Plan 
Act, Public Health AmeriCorps 
helps meet the public health needs 
of local communities, while also 
creating pathways to public health-
related careers. 

Since the launch of Public Health 
AmeriCorps, more than 4,500 
AmeriCorps members have added 
much-needed capacity to health 
departments, community-based 
organizations, schools, and more. 
They help advance more equitable 
health outcomes and support the 
CDC’s highest priorities, includ-
ing chronic disease prevention and 
public health readiness. 

To learn more, visit https://www.
ialr.org/reach-americorps-recruit-
ing-15-members-thanks-to-ameri-
corps-continuation-grant/.

Members of the REACH AmeriCorps program during the 2024 MLK Day of Service project.

Health Districts in Southwest Virginia 
conducting long COVID study

The Central Virginia Health Dis-
trict began a Long COVID surveillance 
project in October of 2023 that is now 
available to all residents of Southwest 
Virginia. Long COVID is when a person 
is still sick two or more months after 
getting COVID-19. Symptoms can in-
clude trouble breathing, a cough, feel-
ing weak and tired, and problems with 
certain organs, such as the heart, brain, 
or lungs. A diagnosis of Long COVID is 
not required to participate. We want to 
learn about any long-term effects that 
people might have two or more months 
after a COVID-19 infection.

To participate in the study, you must 
meet the following criteria:

*Had COVID-19 at least once or been 
diagnosed with Long COVID

*Experienced symptoms lasting at 
least two months after a COVID infec-
tion

*Must be a resident of one of the fol-
lowing health districts: Roanoke City 
and Alleghany, Central Virginia, Cum-
berland Plateau, LENOWISCO, Mount 

Rogers, New River, Pittsylvania-Dan-
ville, Southside, or West Piedmont. 

If you qualify and would like to en-
roll, go to  https://redcap.link/virgini-
alongcovidstudy. A member from our 
team will make contact, review consent, 
and complete a phone interview. Indi-
viduals will then be asked to participate 
in follow up interviews in three and six 
months after the initial interview.

Findings from the study will be sub-
mitted for future publication and pre-
sentation to the scientific community 
and made available at CVHD.org. The 
purpose of the study is to improve our 
understanding of how Long COVID af-
fects the residents of rural Virginia, as-
sess the quality of support participants 
have received, and identify Long CO-
VID resource needs.

Additional questions about the proj-
ect can be directed to Cali Anderson, 
cali.anderson@vdh.virginia.gov. For 
more information about Long COVID, 
visit https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coro-
navirus/protect-yourself/longcovid/.
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Dinosaur extravaganza set for July 26-27 at the VMNH

A two-day dinosaur extravagan-
za is set to take place at the Vir-
ginia Museum of Natural History 
(VMNH) in Martinsville, when the 
museum hosts Dino Festival on Fri-
day, July 26 and Saturday, July 27 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. The 
annual event will feature life-size 
cast skeletons of some of the most 
iconic creatures of the Mesozoic Era, 
a wide variety of dinosaur fossils, 
expert paleontologists, animatronic 
dinosaurs, and dinosaur-themed ac-
tivities and crafts.

“As soon as visitors step foot onto 
museum grounds, it will be dinosaur 
bliss,” said VMNH Visitor Services 
and Events Manager Robbie Hen-
drix-Wirt. “Dino Festival offers nu-
merous highlights, but none may be 
more exciting than the life-size cast 
skeletons of some of the most recog-
nized dinosaurs to have ever lived, 
such as Triceratops and Stegosau-
rus.”

Life-size cast skeletons and skulls 
that will be on display during Dino 
Festival include:

Triceratops (cast skeleton)
A large, plant-eating dinosaur 

distinguishable by its large frill and 
three horns that lived during the 
Late Cretaceous period, from ap-
proximately 68 to 66 million years 
ago

Stegosaurus (cast skeleton)
A large, plant-eating dinosaur - 

distinguishable by two rows of bony 
plates on its back - that lived during 
the Late Jurassic period, from ap-
proximately 155 to 150 million years 
ago

Acrocanthosaurus (cast skeleton)
A massive, carnivorous theropod 

dinosaur that existed in what is now 
North America during the Early Cre-
taceous period, from approximately 
125 million to 100 million years ago

Allosaurus (cast skeleton)
A large, carnivorous theropod di-

nosaur of the Late Jurassic period, 
from approximately 155 to 150 mil-
lion years ago

Tenontosaurus (cast skeleton)
An herbivore dinosaur that lived 

during the Early Cretaceous period, 
from approximately 120 to 110 mil-
lion years ago

Platecarpus tympaniticus (cast 
skeleton)

A massive sea-going reptile that 
lived 84 to 81 million years ago dur-
ing the Cretaceous period

Tyrannosaurus rex (cast skull)
One of the most iconic dinosaurs of 

all time, T. rex was a large carnivo-
rous dinosaur that lived in what is 
now western North America approx-
imately 68 to 66 million years ago

Dromaeosaurus (cast skull)
A medium-sized carnivorous di-

nosaur and a very close relative of 

the famous Velociraptor that lived 
in what is now the western United 
States and Alberta, Canada during 
the Late Cretaceous, from approxi-
mately 77 to 74 million years ago

Albertosaurus (cast skull)
A genus of tyrannosaurid thero-

pod dinosaurs that lived in what is 
now western North America during 
the Late Cretaceous Period, from ap-
proximately 70 million years ago

Edmontosaurus (cast skull)
A genus of duck-billed dinosaur 

that lived in what is now western 
North America during the Creta-
ceous Period, from approximately 73 
to 66 million years ago

Dunkleosteus (cast skull)
An armored fish from a group of 

fish called placoderms that lived ap-
proximately 380 to 360 million years 
ago

Tylosaurus (cast skull)
A gigantic, sea-going relative of 

lizards, and one of the biggest ocean 
predators to have ever lived

In addition, Dino Festival is set 
to feature a wide variety of dino-
saur fossils, ranging from the fossil 
remains of some of the most well-
known predators, to the massive 
fossils of sauropods (long-necked 
dinosaurs). The event even offers 
the only known fossil evidence that 
shows Tyrannosaurus rex and Tric-
eratops engaged in battle...and that 
Triceratops survived the encounter.

“Being able to offer visitors such 
an exciting collection of dinosaur fos-
sils to view up-close-and-personal re-
ally makes the Dino Festival experi-
ence stand out,” said Hendrix-Wirt.

To give visitors a better under-
standing of how dinosaur fossils 
make their way from a field site to a 
museum, some of the fossils on dis-
play will remain secured inside field 
jackets. These protective plaster cov-
erings are used by paleontologists to 
place around a fossil before remov-
ing the specimen from the earth and 
transporting it to a museum or other 
research site for further study.

“We not only want to provide visi-
tors with a fun and exciting experi-
ence, but we want everyone to leave 
with a better understanding of pale-
ontology and, hopefully, even inspire 
some of our younger visitors to be 
part of the next generation of great 
paleontologists.”

To help advance that desire, multi-
ple dinosaur experts will be on-hand 
during Dino Festival, including pa-
leontologists from the museum and 
other highly acclaimed institutions, 
such as the Smithsonian Institution.

“The museum has two paleontolo-
gists digging for dinosaur bones in 
Wyoming as I speak,” said Hendrix-
Wirt. “The duo will return to Vir-
ginia just in time to attend the event 

and provide their expertise to visi-
tors, while also providing a sampling 
of some of their fossil finds from pre-
vious years’ digs.”

While Wyoming is a dinosaur 
fossil hotspot, Virginia is a bit of a 
different story. In fact, the only con-
firmed dinosaur fossils that have 
ever been discovered inside the 
Commonwealth have come in the 
form of footprints. During Dino Fes-
tival, visitors will be presented with 
a special display of fossils found in 
Virginia from the Age of Dinosaurs 
and learn why dinosaur bones are 
not among them, and why that may 
soon change.

With an eye towards making this 
year’s event bigger and better than 
ever, the 2024 edition of Dino Festi-
val will feature two new animatronic 
dinosaur models: Dilophosaurus and 
Herrerasaurus.

“We’re very excited to exhibit 
these two models for the first time at 
Dino Festival,” said Henrdix-Wirt. 
“These additions will only add to 
the fun and festive atmosphere that 
Dino Festival has become known for 
over the years.”

Beyond the exhibits and displays, 
Dino Festival features an abundance 
of dinosaur-themed activities, rang-
ing from a dinosaur VR experience 
to take home crafts. The event also 
includes classic festival staples, such 
as face painting and balloon ani-
mals. Additionally, the museum will 
offer the Dino Fest Food Truck Sta-
tion for visitors to purchase a wide 
variety of lunch and snacks items. 
Among the food trucks scheduled to 
be on-site are Bahama Sno-Shack, 
Kona Ice, Factory Roast, D’s Hot/Ice, 
Palumbo’s Hoagie House, Buckin’ 
Good Eats & Lemonade, Chick-fil-a 
(Saturday only), Malloy Dogs, and 
Birrieria La Vaca.

“We want the Dino Festival expe-
rience to provide memories for a life-
time,” said Hendrix-Wirt. “We want 

to ‘wow’ visitors with the life-size 
dinosaur skeletons and prehistoric 
fossils, while also offering everyone 
a fun and festive atmosphere, full 
of engaging experiences they won’t 
soon forget.”

The festival takes place at the Vir-
ginia Museum of Natural History on 
Friday, July 26 and Saturday, July 
27 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. 

Admission is $10 for adults ages 
18-59 and $5 for ages 3-17, seniors 
60+, and college students. Admission 
is free for children under 3, museum 
members, and members of museums 
and science centers that participate 
in the ASTC Passport program. Visi-
tors who attend the first day of the 
festival will be allowed to experience 
the event again on the second day at 
no additional charge.

The museum also participates in 
the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services’ Museums for All initia-
tive, offering discounted admission 
to EBT cardholders and their im-
mediate family members. Through 
this program and additional funding 
provided by Hooker Furnishings, 
Carter Bank & Trust, and Commu-
nity Foundation Serving Western 
Virginia, visitors who present their 
EBT card and accompanying ID at 
the admissions gate will receive 
free admission to the festival. Free 
admission is available to EBT card-
holders from any state and up to 5 
immediate family members living 
within the same household as the 
cardholder.

The Dino Festival is sponsored by 
Virginia Tourism Corporation, Cart-
er Bank & Trust, Boxley Materials 
Company, Bassett Furniture Indus-
tries, Monogram Foods Loves Kids 
Foundation, and The Helen S. & 
Charles G. Patterson Jr. Charitable 
Foundation Trust.

For more information about the 
festival, visit www.vmnh.net/events/
dino-festival.

Stegosaurus

TriceratopsAllosaurus

Acrocanthosaurus

CNBC Names Virginia “America’s Top State for Business”
Virginia is ranked “America’s Top State for 

Business” by CNBC, Gov. Glenn Youngkin an-
nounced last week. The annual ranking mea-
sures all 50 states on 128 different metrics in 10 
key categories of competitiveness to determine 
which states are delivering most effectively on 
the things that mean the most to business.  

“When a business chooses to invest and grow 
in Virginia, we’re promising best-in-class talent, 
infrastructure, power solutions and business-
friendly environment. Our administration has 
facilitated waves of economic investment and 
business expansions to reinvigorate growth and 
opportunity across Virginia. The Commonwealth 
has experienced record job growth and has wel-
comed companies committing over $74 billion in 
capital investment from major corporations like 
Amazon Web Services, The LEGO Group, Ray-
theon and Boeing, along with major expansions 
from others like Hilton, Northrop Grumman 
and Framatome,” said Governor Glenn Young-
kin. “Economic development is a team sport, and 
Virginia’s made giant strides in business-ready 
sites, workforce development, regulatory reduc-
tion, infrastructure investment and all-of-the-
above power solutions. I am thrilled that our 
great Commonwealth has been named America’s 
Top State for Business.” 

Since day one, Youngkin’s constant effort to 
make Virginia more affordable for families and a 

comprehensive focus on improving our business 
ecosystem has included $5 billion in tax relief to 
Virginians, reforming and consolidating work-
force development efforts to focus on job creation 
and preserving Virginia’s Right-to-Work status, 
implementing an All-American All-of-the-Above 
Energy Plan to meet the power demands of a 
growing Commonwealth, historic investments in 
business-ready site development, robust infra-
structure improvements and empowering excel-
lence in education with multiple pathways for 
students to succeed. 

Virginia’s premier talent base makes for a 
world-class labor pool ready to meet business 
needs. The Virginia Talent Accelerator Program, 
ranked the No. 1 Customized Workforce Train-
ing Program in the U.S. by Business Facilities 
in 2023 and 2024, and Virginia’s historic Tech 
Talent Investment Program are helping Virginia 
build the workforce of the future. Virginia is com-
peting to win with more than $550 million funded 
for site development to accelerate construction 
and deepen the inventory of shovel-ready sites 
for employers before they come to Virginia. Site 
readiness has been the deciding factor for numer-
ous major recent Virginia wins, including the 
LEGO Group. 

“With top talent from high-ranking universi-
ties to robust supply chain infrastructure and a 
friendly business climate, Virginia has the per-

fect combination to make it a clear choice for 
business investment. I am thrilled that CNBC 
has recognized the huge efforts on many fronts 
that make Virginia America’s Top State for Busi-
ness,” said Secretary of Commerce and Trade 
Caren Merrick. 

“Being named America’s Top State for Busi-
ness is a testament to the incredible progress 
being made throughout the Commonwealth, not 
least by the many thousands of businesses who 
call Virginia home,” said VEDP President and 
CEO Jason El Koubi. “This recognition is years 
in the making, and I am incredibly grateful to all 
of our state, regional, and local partners that con-
tributed to this distinction.” 

For the first time, CNBC weighted infrastruc-
ture — including availability of shovel-ready 
sites — as the most important component for 
businesses when deciding on investment and cit-
ed the Virginia Business Ready Sites Program, in 
addition to Virginia’s world-class port, rail, road-
way, and air transportation ecosystem as major 
contributors to the recognition. In addition to in-
frastructure and workforce, the categories for the 
2024 CNBC ranking include economy, quality of 
life, cost of doing business, technology and inno-
vation, business friendliness, education, access to 
capital, and cost of living. Virginia has previously 
been named America’s Top State for Business by 
CNBC in 2007, 2009, 2011, 2019, and 2021. 
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Former CEO of Foresight Health indicted in Chicago
Sameer Suhail, M.D., presi-

dent & CEO of Foresight Health 
which owned the hospital in 
Patrick County, was among 
those indicted last week in Chi-
cago in connection with an al-
leged scheme to embezzle more 
than $15 million in hospital 
funds, according to a supersed-
ing indictment returned in U.S. 
District Court in Chicago.

An indictment is not evidence 
of guilt. The defendants are pre-
sumed innocent and entitled to 
a fair trial at which the govern-
ment has the burden of prov-
ing guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt.

Suhail, 47, of Chicago, was 
charged with six counts of wire 
fraud, six counts of aiding and 
abetting embezzlement, and two 
counts of money laundering, ac-
cording to Illinois authorities. 

“This is unfortunate, disturb-
ing bad news for our communi-
ty,” Del. Wren Williams, R-Stu-
art, said, adding that it delays 
the process to reopen the hospi-
tal. However, “we are continu-
ing to make progress and move 
forward.” 

Doug Perry, chairman of the 
Patrick County Board of Su-
pervisors, said he really doesn’t 
care about Suhail’s situation.

“We’ve got more important 
things to do. He made his bed, 
he can lay in it, and we’ve got 
more important things to do to 
move forward than give what-
ever he’s done in the past any 
attention. We got no hand in it, 
and we’ve got a lot of things in 

the works to move the county 
forward and improve,” Perry 
said.

Perry said he doesn’t know 
what will happen with the hos-
pital property since it was sold 

Foresight HS Property Hold-
ings – Blue Ridge LLC, sold 
the former hospital property in 
March to Wolf of Wabash, LLC, 
in Illinois. 

After the sale, “who knows 
what kind of shenanigans and 
tomfoolery they’re up to,” Perry 
said. “I don’t know what they’ll 
do with it, and at this point, as 
run down as it is or the shape 
that it’s in, I don’t know what 
can be done with it. We’ll just 
have to wait and see.”

Patrick’s foster care unit may be first for state take 
over 

The county’s foster care system 
has been declining, with at least 
two infants and older children in 
foster care being hurt, according 
to Steve Marshall, who represents 
the Blue Ridge District on the Pat-
rick County Board of Supervisors. 

“It stands to reason … it would 
be impossible for children to have 
not been hurt when you have 
that level of apathy,” Marshall 
said. “You have foster homes that 
haven’t been supervised or in-
spected in over seven months.” 

The Patrick County Board of Su-
pervisors have known about the 
issues within the local department 
of social services, some of which 
were outlined in an August 1, 
2023, email from Patrick County 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
Court Judge Kimberly R. Belon-
gia.

Noting the “dire circumstanc-
es” the department is facing, the 
judge wrote that she “wanted the 
board to know that, in my opinion, 
the situation is only getting worse 
every day. These circumstances 
are likely to cause Patrick County 
a significant increase in spending 
and exposure to liability in the 
near future. 

“Currently, PCDSS is severely 
understaffed, and has an approxi-
mately 300 percent increase in the 
number of children in foster care 
compared to past years,” Belongia 
wrote, and noted at the time that 
there were 39 children in DSS 

custody. In the past, the average 
at any given time was nine or 10 
children.

“For the last month, nearly ev-
ery case I have heard has involved 
a foster care plan that has not 
been filed with the court in a time-
ly manner. This lack of compliance 
has caused continuances which 
may put the county on the hook for 
placement costs for the children it 
would not otherwise have had to 
cover,” the judge wrote.

Belongia also noted DSS work-
ers were not getting their applica-
tions for Medicaid IV-E funds filed 
on time. If children’s placements 
are not paid for by IV-E funds, 
they are paid by the Children’s 
Service Act (CSA) funds.

To read more about 
these and other stories, 

check out 
The Enterprise, 

www.theenterprise.net.

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

Foster “children have been hurt. Two of 
the incidents I know about were infants,” 
said Steve Marshall, who serves the Blue 
Ridge District on the Patrick County Board 
of Supervisors.

Sameer Suhail, M.D., president & CEO of 
Foresight Health

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors recognized P&HCC Coach Robbie Campbell (third 
from left) after the P&HCC Softball Team won the NJCAA Official 3 Softball World Series. 
Also pictured are supervisors (left to right) Clayton Kendrick, Steve Marshall, Campbell, 
Doug Perry, Jonathan Wood and Jane Fulk.

Heroes honored for efforts 
The “Tuggle’s Gap Heroes” were 

celebrated for their exceptional 
dedication during the October/

November Fire on June 23 by the 
Woolwine Community Ruritans. 
This reception was marked by 

heartfelt recognition for all of those 
involved, ensuring each received 
a well-deserved plaque. Support 

from Patrick County Tourism was 
invaluable in making this tribute 
possible.

County weighs options to address unexpected 
financial issues

The Patrick County Board of 
Supervisors discussed ways to ad-
dress unexpected expenses, that 
include an additional $83,868 for 
required line items and an esti-
mated $68,719 for maintenance re-
pairs, plus an additional $75,806 in 
school funding. 

Clayton Kendrick, of the Mayo 
River District, asked how the 
$170,431 in unexpended school 
funds was spent. The funds were 
returned to the county after the 
school division’s Average Daily 
Membership dropped in the last fis-
cal year’s budget. 

County Administrator Beth 
Simms said the funds were spent 
to cover expenses in local depart-

ments that went over budget.
“We had to appropriate. We had 

to cover” healthcare expenses at 
the jail and expenses for other 
county departments, like janito-
rial, Simms said, adding the county 
must pay for the jail medical bills 
“somehow, someway.” 

Simms said that when craft-
ing the FY25 budget, county staff 
were not aware of the unexpected 
expenses presented to the board 
on Monday. She explained “the 
calc(ulation) tool in the state bud-
get changed, after our budget was 
approved, so there’s additional Re-
quired Local Match (RLM) for the 
school system.”

Lodge honors Bryant with award, banquet
Lemont Bryant 

(left) was award-
ed the Community 
Builders Award from 
the Grand Lodge of 
Virginia. Roger Hall, 
master of Mountain 
Home Lodge, made 
the presentation. 
Bryant serves as 
manager of WHEO 
radio. This award 
recognizes individu-
als for their commu-
nity service efforts. A 
banquet was held to 
honor Byrant at the 
Lodge.
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Tenants recover after water main break
By Jessica Dillon
Nearly a week after it was first reported, wa-

ter issues at Northview Garden Apartments, 
755 Stultz Road, were well on the way to being 
resolved. 

On July 10, some tenants told Charles Roark, 
of Star News, that they had experienced a loss 
of water pressure and had no access to clean wa-
ter. 

Martinsville Mayor LC Jones was among the 
first to try and lend a hand, along with Ray-
shaun Gravely, a candidate for Martinsville 
City Council.

“We have no running commodes, the water 
has discoloration, and we can’t even drink it,” 
John Mahan, a resident living in one of the af-
fected apartments, said.

Mahan said it was difficult to find a contrac-
tor to repair the pipe. He also said the manager 
would go into the office and not speak with the 
residents, even when Roark and other media 
representatives tried to ask questions. 

“You have people now that are living in pretty 
bad conditions in the apartments,” Mahan said. 
“You have mold, you have plumbing problems, 
you have people who have air going out on them 
in summer.” 

By Thursday evening, Jones said that he had 
spoken with Charry Hatcher and Robin Brown 
from the apartment complex’s corporate office. 
Jones was told they “have identified a company 
to do the repairs and are trying to get them in 
by tomorrow (Friday) but can’t make promises. 

“They said that they would follow up with me 
in the morning,” Jones added.

Because the complex is situated in both the 
city and in the Collinsville District of Henry 
County, Mahan said he called Joe Bryant, who 
represents that district on the Henry County 
Board of Supervisors. Mahan said that Bryant 

indicated he would make phone calls to try and 
get help.

With no maintenance workers in sight by 
Friday afternoon, Mahan and other residents 
were concerned the repairs would take longer. 
He, like others, were bracing to go through the 
weekend without water. 

Later that day, the water had been shut off to 
prevent a strain on the entire system, and resi-
dents were told they would be moved to rooms 
at the Quality Inn.

By Monday, Roark reported that crews were 
onsite to address the issues.

“I love to help people,” Roark said of his de-
cision to continue coverage until the issue was 
addressed. The ability to shine a light and get 
help for those in need is “what I love most about 
this job.”

Email submissions@
theenterprise.net

Performing arts season for 2024-25 announced

Mark your calendars and make plans to at-
tend Piedmont Arts’ performing arts season 
for 2024-2025. Filled with exciting events for 
the entire family, you will not want to miss the 
amazing offerings on the schedule for the up-
coming year. In addition to world-class exhibits 
and engaging educational opportunities, Pied-
mont Arts is home to amazing music, theatre, 
and community events. Don’t miss it!

The season kicks off, as always, with the be-
loved Franks + Dranks event in the Gravely-
Lester Art Garden. On Friday, July 19 at 6 p.m., 
join Piedmont Arts for live music and a cook-
out. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at the 
door. Music provided by Jake Earles and dinner 
provided by celebrity chefs Shane Pinkston and 
Will Gravely with refreshments from Food Lion 
of Greensboro Rd. 

The Make Some Noise: Open Mic series re-
turns this year. This seasonal offering provides 
the audience the chance to share their voices 
through spoken word, music, poetry, or comedy. 
Events will take place on Thursdays, Aug. 15, 
Oct. 10, Jan. 9, and April 10 at 7 p.m. in the 
galleries. Our rotating panel of hosts this year 
include Natalie Hodge, Jake Earles, Taye the 
Truth, and Anna Wheeler.

Test your luck and join Piedmont Arts for 
Savory September: Fortune & Flavor. On Fri-
day, Sept. 13 at 6:30 p.m., gather for small bites 
and signature drinks by local chefs. This event 
will feature, in addition to creative cuisine, a 
50/37/13 raffle, games, and tarot readings. Ad-
mission for this event is $50. 

On Oct. 17 at 6:30 p.m., put on your danc-
ing shoes and come to the Swing Dance Party 
hosted by the Bob Peckman Jazz Band out of 
Roanoke, Virginia. This event will host a cash 
bar and dance floor to get your toes tapping. 
With guest appearances by the Dancing for the 
Arts coaches and participants, this star-studded 
event will be a great time for all. Admission is 
$20.

A humorist on serious topics, Dr. Elliot En-

gel is back for the 2024-2025 season with his “da 
Vinci: Before the Code,” program. On Thursday, 
Nov. 14, the evening will kick off with an op-
tional dinner by Third Bay at 6 p.m. The lecture 
will begin at 7 p.m. Admission for dinner and 
the lecture is $45 and admission for the lecture 
only is $20. 

As always, Piedmont Arts is your holiday 
headquarters for Martinsville and Henry Coun-
ty. On Thursday, Dec. 5 from 4-6 p.m., they will 
host their annual Christmas Tree Lighting in 
the Gravely-Lester Art Garden. With crafts, 
holiday treats, live music, and a visit from San-
ta Claus, Ian Hogg’s spectacular tree will be lit 
and remain lit until the start of the new year. 
The Tree Lighting and Art Garden are always 
free and open to the public. 

On Sunday, December 8, the Roanoke Sym-
phony Orchestra’s Holiday Pops Spectacular 
will be performed at Martinsville High School 
at 3 p.m. This concert is one of the highly an-
ticipated events of the year. Admission is $30 
for reserved seating, $20 for general admission, 
and $10 for K-12 students. 

Poet extraordinaire TJ Anderson III will pres-
ent an art talk and poetry reading on Thursday, 
Feb. 6, 2025. He will share his artistic journey 
and award-winning poetry.  Steeped in jazz and 
history, his work is renowned for his experi-
mentation with form and story. A reception will 
take place at 6:30 p.m. and his talk will start at 
7 p.m. Admission for this event is free. 

Piedmont Arts will also host their annual 
African American Read-In and Family Day on 
Saturday, Feb. 8, 2025, at 10 a.m. This event 
will feature the read-in, arts and crafts, snacks, 
and entertainment from Fred Motley and Taye 
the Truth. Family Days are free to the public. 

Piedmont Art’s Spring Fundraiser, Under the 
Big Top, will take place on Friday, March 7, 
2025 at 7 p.m. Admission for this event will be 
$75. More details will be announced soon. 

On Saturday, April 12, 2025, Piedmont Arts 
will host their second Art Festival in the Grave-

ly-Lester Art Garden. This event will feature a 
giant puppet parade from the world-renowned 
troupe Paperhand Puppet Intervention in ad-
dition to showcasing the work of local artists, 
artisans, and crafters of all kinds. This event is 
free and open to the public. 

Mid-Atlantic Touring and Piedmont Arts are 
proud to present, “Becoming Othello: A Black 
Girl’s Journey,” on Thursday, May 8, 2025. 
There will be a reception at 6:30 p.m. and the 
performance will begin at 7 p.m. This one-wom-
an show created and performed by Debra Ann 
Byrd has toured all over the world with this 
tour-de-force living memoir. Tickets are $20 for 
general admission and $10 for students. 

On Thursday, June 12, 2025, Piedmont Arts 
and Starling Cards and Comics will host the 
VMFA’s Christopher Irving for his lecture on 
the origin of American comic books, “Leaping 
Tall Buildings.” A reception will begin at 6:30 
p.m. and the lecture will start at 7 p.m. This 
event was made possible by the VFMA’s state-
wide partnership program and is free to the 
public. 

In addition to these amazing in-gallery 
events, Piedmont Arts will also be hosting two 
bus trips to area arts destinations. On Thurs-
day, Oct. 24, a bus will depart Piedmont Arts to 
the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond, 
Virginia for their Fine Arts and Flowers exhibit. 
This all-day excursion will feature a group tour 
and other activities.

Another bus will be leaving Piedmont Arts on 
Sunday, May 4, 2025, to drive to the Durham 
Performing Arts Center for their touring Broad-
way production of “Kimberly Akimbo.” This pro-
duction swept the 2023 Tony’s and is a beautiful 
tale of optimism and adventure. If you are inter-
ested in participating in either bus trip, please 
call the museum at 276-632-3221 for details.

Reservations and ticket sales are open now. 
Please call the museum at 276-632-3221 for in-
formation and details or check out the events 
pages on PiedmontArts.org.

Paperhand Puppet Intervention will bring their giant puppets for a parade during the 
annual Arts Festival.

Humorist Dr. Elliot Engel returns to Piedmont 
Arts to discuss Leonardo da Vinci.

Taye the Truth, a rapper and community 
activist, will participate in both the Make 
Some Noise series and African American 
Read-In and Family Day.

Bob Peckman, of the Peckman Jazz Band, will 
highlight the Swing Dance Party in October.

Debra Ann Byrd gives a powerful 
performance in her living memoir, 
“Becoming Othello: A Black Girl’s Journey.”

The Roanoke Symphony Orchestra returns to the Martinsville High School Auditorium for 
their Holiday Pops Spectacular.

John Mahan, a resident of Northview Garden Apartments, 
talked to media representatives Thursday. Water from a 
broken water main puddled in the parking lot. 
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Speyside Bourbon to create 40 
new jobs in Pittsylvania County  

Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
announced Wednesday 
that Speyside Bourbon 
Cooperage, Inc. will in-
vest $16.85 million to 
build a new stave mill 
in Pittsylvania Coun-
ty’s Brosville Industrial 
Park, the company’s 
fourth facility in Vir-
ginia. 

The new stave mill 
will create 40 new jobs 
and source 40 percent 
of its timber needs from 
Virginia forest landown-
ers. The operation will 
supply the company’s 
bourbon barrel cooper-
age in Smyth County.  

“Speyside Bourbon 
Cooperage, Inc. is very 
excited to once again 
announce that we are 
building yet another site 
in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. Virginia has 
been home to three of 
our sites for multiple 
years now and beyond 
that, an excellent part-
ner for us and our busi-
ness,” said Speyside 
Bourbon Cooperage, 
Inc. President and 
General Manager Dar-
ren Whitmer. “Having 
a fourth facility in Vir-
ginia and continuing 
to expand our opera-
tions in the Common-
wealth means so much 
to us. We have grown 
in Virginia beyond our 
dreams and the part-
nership that we have 
with both State and 
Local Government has 
been nothing short of 
remarkable. Virginia 

has allowed us to grow 
and meet our goals, we 
never thought we would 
have four sites in the 
state but once we start-
ed working here it be-
came clear that Virginia 
is the perfect partner for 
us.”  

Speyside Bourbon 
Cooperage, Inc. is a di-
vision of Speyside Coo-
perage Ltd., founded 
in Scotland in 1947. In 
2008, Speyside Cooper-
age was sold to the Ton-
nellerie François Frères 
(TFF) Group, a publicly 
held company founded 
in 1910 and headquar-
tered in France. The 
company operates stave 
mills and bourbon coo-
perages in Kentucky, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee and Virgin-
ia. Virginia locations 
include stave mills in 

Bath and Washington 
Counties and a bour-
bon barrel cooperage in 
Smyth County.  

“We’re proud to make 
Virginia the best home 
for business, and Spey-
side Bourbon Cooperage 
is an excellent example 
of how government can 
partner with compa-
nies to drive economic 
growth and success for 
the Commonwealth,” 
said Youngkin. “The 
fact that Speyside Bour-
bon Cooperage is choos-
ing Virginia for the 
fourth time shows that 
we have the business 
environment, economic 
opportunity, talented 
workforce and natural 
resources that are key 
to commercial success 
and serve as a testa-
ment to our top state for 
business ranking.” 

Youngkin’s new order calls for cell 
phone-free education in public schools  

Given the increasing evidence of 
the impact cell phone and social me-
dia usage has on education and youth 
mental health, Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
issued Executive Order 33, which di-
rects the Virginia Department of Edu-
cation (VDOE) to draft guidance for 
public school divisions to adopt local 
policies and procedures establishing 
cell phone-free education.  

The EO directs VDOE to initiate a 
robust public engagement effort with 
parents, students, teachers, local 
school leaders and other stakehold-
ers to develop collaboratively policies 
and procedures that establish the age-
appropriate restriction or elimination 
of cell phone use during instructional 
time, as well as to establish protocols 
allowing parents to contact their chil-
dren in emergency and other impor-
tant situations.  

In addition, the Governor an-
nounced today that the VDOE and the 
Department of Behavioral Health and 
Development Services (DBDHS) will 
make a combined $500,000 available 
from existing funds to support imple-
mentation of this mental health and 
safety initiative.  

“This essential action will promote 
a healthier and more focused educa-
tional environment where every child 
is free to learn. Creating cell phone 
and social media-free educational en-
vironments in Virginia’s K-12 educa-
tion system will benefit students, par-
ents, and educators,” said Governor 
Glenn Youngkin. “Today’s Executive 
Order both establishes the clear goal 
to protect the health and safety of our 
students by limiting the amount of 
time they are exposed to addictive cell 
phones and social media and elimi-
nates clear distractions in the class-
room. It also kicks off the robust con-
versations among parents, students, 
teachers, and school and community 
leaders necessary to design and imple-

ment these policies and procedures at 
the local level.” 

Implementing cell phone-free educa-
tion in Virginia’s K-12 public schools is 
critical, especially given youth chronic 
health conditions, such as depression 
and anxiety, that are driven in part by 
extensive social media and cell phone 
use. Children spend an average of 4.8 
hours a day on social media, and re-
cent studies indicate that spending 
more than three hours a day on social 
media doubles the risk of poor mental 
health for adolescents. Most alarming 
is the U.S. Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention data from 2019-2021, 
reporting that the rate of suicide has 
increased 167% since 2010 for girls 
and 91% since 2010 for boys. In the 
same timeframe, boys and girls expe-
rienced a spike in depression of 161% 
and 145%, respectively.  

“The data is clear, and it is time 
for Virginians to come together to ad-
dress the damage of social media and 
screens to healthy childhoods. Govern-
ment cannot be the sole solution to this 
crisis; school communities – especially 
parents and teachers – must work to-
gether to discuss and develop common 
sense approaches to limit screen time, 
prioritize open channels of communi-
cation, and re-establish norms that 
reinforce healthy and vibrant learning 
communities,” said Secretary of Edu-
cation Aimee Guidera.

“Many parents and teachers strug-
gle to balance socializing and social me-
dia, play or learning time and screen 
time, and true human connection and 
internet connection,” said Secretary of 
Health and Human Resources Janet 
Kelly. “The more we learn, the more 
we know that too much screen time 
- especially time spent on addictive 
apps - is harmful to kids’ physical and 
mental health. A few weeks ago, the 
Surgeon General of the United States 
issued a formal advisory suggesting 

that tech companies be required to 
put a warning label on social media 
apps. Governor Youngkin’s Executive 
Order 33 complements that advisory 
well. Too many childhoods have ended 
because of the wild west of addictive 
apps, and it is time we work together 
to bring childhood back.”  

The Executive Order directs VDOE 
to publish their draft guidance by Au-
gust 15. After considering feedback 
from stakeholders, VDOE will issue 
final guidance in September for local 
school divisions to adopt cell phone-
free education policies and procedures 
by January 1, 2025.

Nothing in this Executive Order is 
intended to prohibit school divisions 
from adopting age-appropriate poli-
cies and procedures ahead of this date 
or that are more comprehensive than 
the guidance issued by VDOE. 

The Department of Education will 
facilitate listening sessions and other 
stakeholder engagement opportuni-
ties over the next six weeks to solicit 
public input on this policy, gather 
feedback on best practices currently 
underway in Virginia public schools, 
and receive input for the draft guid-
ance establishing cell phone-free edu-
cation in K-12 public schools. 

“Cell phones and digital media have 
caused pre-teens and teens to discon-
nect from the real world, have in-
creased mental health challenges, and 
have caused significant disruption in 
the important daily learning opportu-
nities in their classrooms,” said Super-
intendent of Public Instruction Lisa 

Coons. “Parents and teachers under-
stand the importance of creating cell 
phone-free education in our schools so 
that students can focus on instruction 
and learning during the school day. 
We look forward to facilitating conver-
sations around the danger to our chil-
dren of cell phones, social media, and 
the impact of screen time and will fo-
cus on creating guidance that protects 
the health and safety of our students.”  

Funding from VDOE and DBDHS 
will support state and local efforts to 
facilitate family nights and commu-
nity engagement on the youth mental 
health crisis and cell phone use best 
practices as well as enable school divi-
sions in need of assistance to receive 
microgrants to help implement best 
practices in their local community. 
As part of the Back-to-School Season, 
there will be a series of Common-
wealth Conversations across Virginia 
to provide opportunities for discussion 
on how schools and communities can 
build new norms around phone usage.  

While some school divisions in Vir-
ginia have already implemented cell 
phone limitation protocols, this Execu-
tive Order is the first statewide effort 
to enhance the learning environment 
by eliminating or severely restricting 
cell phone devices during instructional 
time. Recent studies indicate that stu-
dents who use their phones during 
class learn less, achieve lower grades, 
and can face a cumulative, lasting, 
and detrimental impact on their abili-
ty to focus and engage in their studies. 

Puzzle Answers!

 Prime Rib 8oz. ....$14.99
with potatoes & onions 

 Chicken & Shrimp Alfredo .....$15.99

  Grilled Salmon .....$15.99
with rice & lemon butter

SUMMER DESSERT .....$5.99
PEACH MELBA WITH VANILLA ICE CREAM 

HOURS: 11:30AM TO 10PM - TUES. TO SAT. 
CLOSED - SUN. & MON.  PIANO MUSIC LIVE 

FRIDAY

  12 pc. Escargot .....$9.99
with garlic butter sauce

12 pc. Stuff Mushrooms .....$15.99
with crabmeat

City police respond to shots fired call
Martinsville Police officers re-

sponded Monday to a call reporting 
shots had been fired in the 1400 
block of Rivermont Heights, Mar-

tinsville. Police alleged the inci-
dent was domestic in nature, with 
the husband firing into the ground 
during an argument with his wife. 

Crash reported in Chatham 
Heights community

An SUV reportedly lost con-
trol and flipped another vehicle 
on its side during an incident 

Sunday in the 1200 block of 
Chatham Heights Road, Mar-
tinsville.  

Latest initial claims for 
unemployment insurance increase

According to Virginia Works,  
2,136 unemployment insurance 
weekly initial claims were filed 
during the week ending July 06, 
2024, which is 1.1 percent higher 
than last week’s 2,112 claims and 
24.1 percent lower than the com-
parable week of last year (2,816).  
Nearly 78 per¬¬¬cent of claimants 
self-reported an associated indus-
try; of those reported, the top five 
industries (57 percent) were Pro-
fessional, Scientific, and Technical 
Services (233); Administrative and 
Support and Waste Management 
(200); Health Care and Social As-
sistance (197); Retail Trade (161); 
and Manufacturing (158).

Continued weeks claims (16,471) 
were 0.2 percent higher than last 
week (16,433) and were 23.9 per-
cent higher than the comparable 
week of last year (13,296). Near-
ly 93 percent of claimants self-
reported an associated industry; 

of those reported, the top five in-
dustries (59 percent) were Profes-
sional, Scientific, and Technical 
Services (2,429); Administrative 
and Support and Waste Manage-
ment (2,224); Health Care and So-
cial Assistance (1,663); Accommo-
dation and Food Services (1,404); 
and Retail Trade (1,353).

A person who has already filed 
an initial claim and who has expe-
rienced a week of unemployment 
files a continued claim to claim 
benefits for that week of unem-
ployment. On a weekly basis, con-
tinued claims reflect a good ap-
proximation of the current number 
of insured unemployed workers fil-
ing for UI benefits, and are a good 
indicator of labor market condi-
tions. While continued claims are 
not a leading indicator, they pro-
vide confirming evidence of the di-
rection of the economy.

Truck overturns Sunday 
en route to Chatham 

A pickup truck apparently 
flipped on Sunday while traveling 
on Viginia 57 towards Chatham. 

Henry County Public Safety offi-
cials were among those responding 
to the scene. 
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• Guglielmo Marconi, whose inven-
tion of wireless telegraphy was credited 
for saving the lives of over 700 Titanic 
passengers after it sank in 1912, had 
turned down a free passage on the ship, 
choosing instead to go to America via 
the Lusitania three days earlier. He nar-
rowly missed death at sea a second time 
in 1915, when he was again a passenger 
on the Lusitania, about a month before 
it was sunk by a German U-boat.

• The story of Cinderella first appears 
in a Chinese book written in the 850s.

• Margaret Dixon, a Scottish crim-
inal, was hanged at Musselburgh in 
1728. However, just a few hours later, 
she climbed out of her coffin, and was 
reprieved and pardoned. Still, as her 
husband was considered a widower 
because she was “officially” deceased, 
Scottish law dictated that they had to 
remarry.

• The country of Liechtenstein has 
twice as many registered corporations 
as citizens.

• On April Fools’ Day 1957, the BBC 
television documentary “Panorama” 
broadcast a documentary about the 
so-called spaghetti orchards of Swit-
zerland, with discussions of spaghetti 
plantations in Switzerland and Italy, 
the spaghetti weevil, and the reason 
for the pasta’s being of such uniform 
lengths held against a background of 
Swiss “spaghetti trees.” Many viewers, 
forgetting or failing to notice the date, 
believed the orchards were real!

• Groups of geese on the ground are 
called a gaggle, but in the air they’re 
referred to as a skein.

• Honey has been used as a center for 
golf balls and in antifreeze mixtures.

• In 1974, the U.S. Army Materiel 
Command ran a contest to name its new 
headquarters building and received 
around 500 entries. The winner? “The 
AMC Building.”

***
Thought for the Day: “I attribute 

my success to this: I never gave or took 
any excuse.” — Florence Nightingale
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Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

RNC attracts local residents to Wisconsin
Several local dignitaries and residents 

were among the thousands to attend the 
2024 Republican National Convention, held 

July 15-18 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. For-
mer President Donald Trump received the 
party’s nomination for president, with Sen. 

JD Vance selected as his running mate. (Con-
tributed photos)

Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martinsville, (left) is 
pictured with Ray Reynolds.

Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, (left) is pictured 
along with Ray Reynolds, a Collinsville 
resident, at the convention in Wisconsin.

State representatives and local residents were among the thousands attending the 
convention.

Welding company donates to SWAT Team
Christopher Lawless and his 

team at Lawless Welding & Fabri-
cations, Inc., fabricated a breaching 
door that will allow SWAT opera-

tors at the Henry County Sheriff’s 
Office to conduct realistic training 
on door breaching.

“We approached Mr. Lawless 

about fabricating a door,” Sher-
iff Wayne Davis said. “He and his 
team delivered a top-quality prod-
uct that will serve our SWAT Team 

for years to come.” (Photos by Law-
less Welding & Fabrications, Inc.)
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More Legals, continued on page 8

Come join  
our team!

Doctor of Physical theraPy – Martinsville, va Doctor of Physical theraPy – Martinsville, va 
Email Cress Jones, Director of Human Resources  Email Cress Jones, Director of Human Resources  

w / resume/CV to cress.jones@spectrummed.comw / resume/CV to cress.jones@spectrummed.com

Physical theraPy assistant – Danville, va Physical theraPy assistant – Danville, va 
 – Apply on Indeed – Apply on Indeed

We are hiring!

We offer: We offer: 
• 401(k)• 401(k)

• 401(k) matching• 401(k) matching
• Dental insurance• Dental insurance
• Flexible schedule• Flexible schedule
• Health insurance• Health insurance

• Life insurance• Life insurance

• Paid time off• Paid time off
• Retirement plan• Retirement plan
• Vision insurance• Vision insurance
• 8 hour Day shift• 8 hour Day shift

• Monday to Friday• Monday to Friday

Spectrum Medical • 2 Convenient Locations Spectrum Medical • 2 Convenient Locations 
DanvilleDanville

109 Bridge Street • 4th Floor 109 Bridge Street • 4th Floor 
434-793-4711434-793-4711

MartinsvilleMartinsville
1075 Spruce Street1075 Spruce Street

276-790-3233276-790-3233

Sgt. Chris Elgin Corp. Travis Reynolds Corp. Aaron Davis

Sgt. John-Mark Tatum Investigator Michael Panos Corp. Scott Porter

Changes, promotions unveiled at sheriff’s office
Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis recently 

announced promotions and changes. The chang-
es were prompted by the exceptional hard work, 
dedication, and a strong commitment to serving 

our community demonstrated by each person. 
Davis, pictured on the left, congratulated each:

Majority of Virginia localities are under a drought advisory
The majority of Virginia’s localities are under ei-

ther a drought advisory watch or warning.
According to a recent Drought Advisory Decla-

ration from the Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality and the Virginia Drought Monitor-
ing Task Force, 12 counties are under a drought 
advisory warning and 95 counties and cities are 
under a drought watch.

The declaration was issued to advise Virgin-
ians in the affected areas to prepare for a potential 
drought. While recent rainfall has helped in some 
areas, it has not alleviated conditions for farmers 
in many areas across the commonwealth, espe-
cially in the Shenandoah and Northern Virginia 
regions.

A drought or severe drought designation is initi-
ated by local U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm 
Service Agency offices and approved by the U.S. 
secretary of agriculture. This type of designation 
enables farmers in the affected counties to be eli-
gible for certain assistance from FSA. Farmers in 
the counties and cities that are contiguous to the 
primary drought declaration counties also are eli-
gible to apply for the same emergency assistance.

This assistance includes FSA emergency loans. 
When eligibility requirements are met, the FSA 
will assess each emergency loan application indi-
vidually and will consider specific circumstances 

and needs. Farmers in eligible localities have eight 
months from the date of the disaster declaration to 
apply for emergency loans.

The Virginia drought declaration is different 
from a USDA disaster designation. As conditions 
warrant, the USDA may issue a natural disaster 
designation for localities.

This is the second consecutive year that farm-
ers have experienced drought conditions across 
much of Virginia with over 60 localities receiving a 
USDA disaster designation last year, according to 
the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services.

Farmers affected by drought conditions are rely-
ing on irrigation to keep their crops growing, but 
that can be a costly endeavor.

“The corn and soybeans are really affected by 
this drought,” shared David Hickman, owner of 
Dublin Farms in Accomack County and a Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federation board member. “The 
parts of the farm that aren’t irrigated are going to 
have low yields.” The farm relies on surface ponds 
for water supply, so without some rainfall, that 
source is limited.

“Our potatoes are the most valuable crop, so 
we’ll irrigate the potatoes, and what water is left 
over will be put on the farm,” Hickman said.

John Cromwell, owner of Cromwell’s Produce in 

Virginia Beach, said even growing with irrigation 
can be a struggle.

“Almost anybody will tell you irrigation can be 
as much a problem as it is a solution––moving the 
pipes and keeping everything running. But we’ve 
been able to keep it going,” he shared.

“Droughts can severely impact agriculture by 
reducing crop and forage yields, and lead to addi-
tional cost for feed, watering and destocking live-
stock,” said Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry 
Matthew Lohr. “Droughts also reduce growth in 
our forest and increase the risks of forest fires. We 
can all take steps to help our farmers by conserv-
ing water and buying local. We can also help pro-
tect our forests by adhering to burn bans and put-
ting out campfires.”

In addition to the USDA disaster designation, 
the federal agency has a variety of other programs 
to assist farmers who may suffer from natural di-
sasters. Virginia Cooperative Extension also has 
resources to help before, during and after emer-
gency situations. Farmers should contact their lo-
cal Extension office to access information that may 
improve the drought resilience of their operations.

For farmers who may need to sell or buy extra 
hay due to drought conditions, VDACS hosts a 
Hay Clearing House through its Division of Mar-
keting.


