
TAD Tavern Celebrates 
Grand Opening with an 

Exquisite Experience
By Jessica Dillon
Uptown Martinsville 

welcomed its newest 
upscale restaurant, 
TAD Tavern, with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny on August 9. The 
event featured speech-
es from the owners 
and prominent com-
munity members, all 
highlighting the res-
taurant’s significance 
to the city.

TAD Tavern is the 
latest addition to the 
growing portfolio of 
locations owned by 
Wayne Draper, who 
also owns TAD Space, 
a premier event space 

that opened in 2021. 
Draper expressed 
gratitude to his team 
during the ceremony, 
emphasizing the col-
lective effort behind 
the restaurant’s suc-
cess. “I always say it’s 
we, not me,” Draper 
said.

Reflecting on his en-
trepreneurial journey, 
Draper acknowledged 
the challenges of start-
ing a business, par-
ticularly the financial 
uncertainties. “Being 
an entrepreneur isn’t 
always easy, especially 
when you see funds 
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New lofts and business spaces open on Fayette Street
By Taylor Boyd
Fayette Street Lofts, located at 62 Fayette 

Street, was inaugurated during an August 13 
ribbon cutting that was attended by several 
county and city officials, as well as community 
members.

The building includes 25 loft apartments, 
two marketplace storefronts, and nine ‘Make 
Your Space Studios,’ ranging from 550 to 940 
square feet. Currently, every loft apartment 
and two of the nine studios are rented.

“With the completion of this project, not only 
has the Historic Collective addressed our local 
need for affordable workforce housing by de-
signed 25 modern studio loft apartments, but 
we have new, affordable commercial space at 
the same property that’s specifically designed 
and priced for small businesses, non-profits, 
and artists,” Brenell Thomas, president of 
the Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of 
Commerce, said when formally welcoming the 
building Uptown.

“This convenient location is within close 
proximity to the thriving Uptown business 
district, and the many landmarks of our city- 
New College Institute (NCI), the Martins-
ville Uptown Farmers Market, the Thomas P. 
Dalton Idea Center, the Historic Courthouse, 
FAHI (Fayette Area Historic Initiative) Mu-
seum, the clocktower, Prillaman’s Market, Re-

newal Brewery, the Ground Floor, TAD Space 
and TAD tavern, and a host of churches, re-
tail, restaurant, and fitness options,” she said.

Dating back to the early 1920s, Thomas said 
Fayette Street was a vital and thriving com-
mercial, cultural, and social center for Mar-
tinsville’s black community. She noted some 
may remember the building from when it was 
a grocery store, or a furniture store.

“I’m too young to have that memory,” she 
said to the laughter of the audience. “But what 
I do recall are stories told by my mother and 

her sisters who grew up in Henry County, and 
they often spoke of going to town on Saturday 
mornings with their mother to buy groceries 
in this space. It was a trip they looked forward 
to every week. While their mother shopped for 
groceries, they patiently waited in the car.”

Thomas added she heard numerous stories 
from both her parents about attending the an-
nual June German Ball to hear legends like 
James Brown, Little Richard, Tyrone Davis, 
and others who graced the stage on Fayette 

Several city officials celebrate the inauguration of the 
Fayette Street Lofts Building at 62 Fayette Street with a 
ribbon cutting.

The Fayette Street Lofts building includes 25 loft 
apartments, two marketplace storefronts, and nine Make 
Your Space Studios. Currently, every loft apartment and two 
of the Make Your Space Studios have been rented.

Studio 107 seeks financial 
support from city

By Jessica Dillon
Studio 107, the brainchild of 

Piedmont Arts, is now facing chal-
lenging times as it struggles to at-
tract enough foot traffic and finan-
cial support. The studio, which 
was initially supported by Pied-
mont Arts, lost that backing about 
a decade ago due to financial con-
straints, leaving the artists to sus-
tain the space on their own.

“We’ve done the best we could 
with the resources we’ve had, 
which have been our own pockets,” 
said Karen Eggleston, an egg art-
ist. She explained that the studio 

rents booths to artists and is cur-
rently working to move the gallery 
to the front of the studio to draw 
in more visitors. 

“We’ve got ribbon winners here. 
We are the heart of art in Mar-
tinsville,” said Eggleston. How-
ever, many artists are taking a 
loss each month just to pay booth 
rentals.

Despite their artistic achieve-
ments, the artists at Studio 107 
are struggling to stay afloat. “We 
were first owned by Piedmont 
Arts, and then they had to drop 
us, which put us all on our own,” 

Karen Eggleston poses with two different 
egg projects.

Terry Mitchell shows off a handmade bowl.

Bikers for Babies Benefit 
Ride set for Aug. 24

By Jessica Dillon
The 13th annual Bik-

ers For Babies event 
is set to take place on 
August 24, with partici-
pants gathering to sup-
port the Pregnancy Care 
Center, a pro-life crisis 
pregnancy center locat-
ed in Martinsville. This 
event, which includes a 
scenic ride into Franklin 
County before ending 
on Joseph Martin High-
way, is open to drivers of 
all types of vehicles.

The Pregnancy Care 
Center provides vital 
support to women fac-
ing pregnancy crises. “It 
is a pro-life pregnancy 
center that offers pre-
natal care, ultrasounds, 
counseling, and parent-
ing classes,” explained 
Patrick Rusmisel, a key 
supporter of the event. 
The center also assists 
with baby furniture, 
clothing, and provides 
information about adop-
tion for expectant moth-
ers, offering all services 
at no cost.

Rusmisel emphasized 

the center’s commitment 
to supporting mothers 
throughout their jour-
ney. “It’s not like hav-
ing your baby and we 
will leave you alone. We 
help you through this 

crisis, and part of that is 
having a baby,” he said, 
highlighting the center’s 
goal of saving the lives of 
unborn babies. “We don’t 
believe in abortion.”

Motorcycles line up in preparation for a previous Bikers For 
Babies Ride.

Delegates praise bill aimed at 
increasing election security

By Taylor Boyd
Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s Executive 

Order 35, which was implemented 
to increase election security, and 
codifies the election procedures put 
into place during the Youngkin ad-
ministration, is getting high marks 
from Del. Eric Phillips and Wren 
Williams.

“It’s something to secure our elec-
tions. Everyone wants to make sure 
we have fair and secure elections by 
people who are actually residents 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia,” 
Williams, R-Stuart, said.

Phillips, R-Martinsville, said he 
supports Youngkin’s Executive Or-
der, and sees election integrity as an 
American and Virginia issue rather 
than a political one.

“All of us, regardless of what par-
ty we’re a part of or what candidate 
we’re voting for, should want safe, 
legal, fair elections where the people 
that should be voting are voting and 
the people who shouldn’t be voting 
are not,” Phillips said.

Youngkin, who signed the order 
on August 7, said the Virginia model 
for election security works.

“This isn’t a Democrat or Repub-
lican issue, it’s an American and 
Virginian issue. Every legal vote 
deserves to be counted without be-
ing watered down by illegal votes 

County and city officials were on hand as TAD Tavern celebrated its grand opening with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony.

 (See New Lofts p. 3)

 (See Studio 107 p. 2)

 (See Bikers p. 2)

 (See Delegates p. 7)
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The Bikers For Babies ride wel-
comes all types of vehicles, including 
motorcycles, trucks, and even larger 
vehicles like tractor-trailers, which 
have participated in previous years. 
Rusmisel noted that the event typi-

cally draws around 150 participants.
Both Rusmisel and his wife, Patsy 

Anderson-Rusmisel, are deeply com-
mitted to this cause, driven by their 
personal experiences. “We just have 
a passion for it because we couldn’t 

have children of our 
own,” Rusmisel said. 
They find abortions 
heartbreaking and be-
lieve that many families 
would be eager to adopt.

The two became in-
volved with the Preg-
nancy Care Center when 
Patsy Rusmisel joined 
the board in the early 
2010s. Recognizing the 
center’s financial needs, 
the Rusmisels were in-
spired to create this fun-
draising event, drawing 
on the success of similar 
charity events.

While participants 
pay to join the ride, the 
event’s primary fund-
ing comes from corpo-
rate sponsors. Local 
businesses like Bassett 
Furniture, Absolute 
Machine Enterprises, and Walsh’s 
Chicken & More have supported the 
event in past years. Several local 
churches also contribute by secur-
ing volunteers, and the Martinsville 
Sheriff’s Department provides an 
escort for the bikers, ensuring a safe 
and enjoyable ride that lasts approxi-
mately an hour and a half.

Drivers interested in participating 
can register online at www.mhcbi-

kersforbabies.com/registration. The 
registration fees are $10 for single 
riders, $15 for riders with passengers, 
and $20 for carloads. The fee includes 
lunch, which is served after the ride.

In addition to the ride, participants 
can look forward to door prizes and an 
auction, with all proceeds benefiting 
the Pregnancy Care Center. The cen-
ter is open Tuesday through Thurs-
day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., for women 
experiencing a pregnancy crisis.

Studio 107
(cont. from page 1)
Eggleston said, noting that the 
studio also lost its receptionist 
when Piedmont Arts withdrew.

Eggleston believes that re-
newed support would improve 
the studio’s retail side, a senti-
ment shared by long-term tenant 
and woodworker Terry Mitchell. 
“I’ve got art all over the country, 
but it’s just not enough to be suc-
cessful,” Mitchell said, adding 
that while the rent is fair, “people 
just don’t know that we are here.”

One of the major challenges is 
the lack of funds for advertising. 
While Studio 107 receives patron-
age from some local companies 
and has donated items to chari-
ties like the United Way of Mar-
tinsville Henry County, it’s not 
enough to sustain the business. 
“The support would help us to at-

tract other artists,” said Mitchell, 
emphasizing that better visibility 
would make the studio more at-
tractive to potential tenants.

“If they realize they are coming 
to a place where they have traffic 
and they will be successful with 
what they do, it would be attrac-
tive for them to come into the stu-
dio,” he said. 

“We should truthfully be get-
ting business from a 50-mile ra-
dius,” Eggleston said. She noted 
that the studio benefits from 
events at the nearby arcade, with 
people wandering in while their 
kids play. However, this is not 
consistent enough to ensure the 
studio’s survival.

Eggleston and Mitchell recently 
voiced their concerns at the Arts 
and Culture Committee meeting, 

hoping to find a way to increase 
the studio’s visibility and attract 
more visitors. “We need help from 
the city. I hope they think we are 
important,” Eggleston said.

Studio 107 not only sells art 
but also teaches classes and al-
lows visitors to watch artists 
work live on the premises. The 
studio hosts various types of art-
ists, from stained glass creators 
to fine art painters, with each 
piece sold being handmade. Egg-
leston, who has sold products on 
the QVC channel, is the only art-
ist currently making a profit at 
Studio 107.

The artists at Studio 107 hope 
to continue adding more artists 
and ultimately transform Mar-
tinsville into an art hub like 
Floyd.

A teapot and cup set Karen Eggleston 
crafted from eggs.

Bikers
(cont. from page 1)
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Street.
“I’d like to think that the cel-

ebration we’re having as we in-
troduce Fayette Street Lofts 
building that history has a strong 
chance of repeating itself. Entre-
preneurs have new options to con-
sider as their ideal home for their 
small businesses in the Make 
Your Space Work Studios, where 
diverse businesses can grow,” she 
said.

Noting the community is ex-
periencing substantial growth, 
Thomas said small businesses are 
not just vital to the local economy 
but are the heart of the commu-
nity.

“They bring charm and char-
acter to our neighborhoods, cre-
ate jobs, foster connections, drive 
innovation, and contribute sig-
nificantly to our community’s eco-
nomic health. When we buy from 
a local business, a significant por-
tion of that money stays within 
the community and is reinvested 
in other local businesses, services, 
and charities,” she said, adding 
that circulation of money helps 
to build a robust local economy 
that can support its schools, in-
frastructure, and public services. 

The Rev. Charles Whitfield, 
vice-chairman of the Chamber’s 
Partnership for Economic Growth 
(CPEG), said Fayette Street Lofts 
provides the opportunity for inno-
vation, reduced cost in upgrading, 
and affordable rent to new and 
expanding businesses.

“It can also provide a place to 
collaborate and network with oth-
ers who are also on their entre-
preneurial journeys. The energy 
and drive of the artisans, the pro-
fessionals, the accountants … will 
become contagious in this area,” 
he said.

But most of all, Whitfield said 
Fayette Street gains a new pur-
pose that returns this part of the 
Uptown District to its history as a 
vibrant and an important part of 
the Martinsville economy.

“This addition of the Make Your 
Space Work Studios in the Up-
town Business District offers nine 
huge studios with endless possi-
bilities. This is a tremendous op-

portunity for our startups who are 
looking for a great place to launch 
and nurture their new business 
opportunities and for individuals 
who are striving to do the same,” 
Whitfield said.

It’s important to Martinsville 
Uptown to not only provide the 
space for its new and expanding 
small businesses, but that the 
community rallies and supports 
them “because as we all know, a 
committed consumer base is the 
heartbeat of each and every small 
business,” he added.

Jim Cherney, co-developer of 
JRS Realty Partners, LLC, said 
that he and co-developer John 
Garland recognized the spirit in 
the community four years ago 
when they set out to preserve and 
repurpose some of the area’s his-
toric buildings.

“We had a deep connection to 
this community and the ability to 
see it grow. We both have years 
of experience in development, but 
the work we’re doing here is truly 
and uniquely meaningful. We be-
lieve in Martinsville and Henry 
County,” he said.

Cherney said his and Garland’s 
primary goal is to always cre-
ate homes that they themselves 
would be happy to live in at an af-
fordable rate. The concept of the 
Make Your Space Studios was to 
provide a blank canvas where any 
business or work studio could use, 
he said.

Garland, who is passionate 
about historic preservation, said 
every project JRS Realty takes on 
is historic.

“We always start with a build-
ing that’s in said shape that I call 
a dead building, and we turn that 
building around and bring it back 
to life,” Garland said, noting the 
space provides affordable housing 
as the rent for most of the lofts is 
$745.

Saving a building also is envi-
ronmentally friendly and better 
than tearing one down and taking 
the debris to the local landfill, he 
said. “The memories, the nostal-
gia, the history of the place, and 
Fayette Street has a lot of his-
tory.”

The company is now securing 
an artist to create art pieces for 
all the walls that pay homage to 
Fayette Street’s heritage and his-
tory, Garland said.

This marks the third project 
completed in the series of redevel-
opments called the Martinsville-
Henry County Historical Collec-
tive. The first was the Fieldale 
School apartments, which held 
its ribbon cutting in February 
2023. All 23 apartments are being 
leased. 

The second, the School Drive 
Apartments in the former John 
Redd Smith School, was held in 
November 2023. All 25 one-bed-
room and seven two-bedrooms 
apartments in this complex are 
also rented.

The last project in the series 
is One Ellsworth, in the former 
BB&T building in Uptown Mar-
tinsville. It will include 50 one-
bedroom apartments, 12 two-

bedroom apartments, and one 
three-bedroom apartments, in 
addition to first floor and ground-
floor retail space, a basement 
commercial space, and a moun-
tain-view rooftop venue. 

Garland estimates construction 
on One Ellsworth will end Spring 
2026, and rents will be in the 
$895 price range.

City Manager Aretha Ferrell-
Benavides and Martinsville May-
or LC Jones also spoke during the 
event.

For rental information, call or 
text Property Manager Hunter 
Clark at (276) 732-3126 or email 
hclark@cherneydevelopnent.com.

For more information on proj-
ects in the collective, visit www.
historiccollective.com.

New Lofts
(cont. from page 1)

(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Tuesday before the de-
sired publication date. Email to dhall@theenter-
prise.net.)

Meetings

Tuesday, August 19
PSA Board of Directors Regular Meeting, 6 

p.m., Administration Building Fourth Floor 
Conference Room, 3300 Kings Mountain Road, 
Collinsville

Wednesday, August 21
Planning Commission Meeting, 4 p.m. to 5 

pm., City Municipal Building, 55 West Church 
St. Martinsville.

Events

Friday, August 16
Movie in The Park: Trolls Band Together, 

7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., Jack Dalton Park, 106 
Jack Dalton Road, Collinsville. 

Friday, August 16 - Saturday, August 17
The Shape of Things, 7 p.m., TheatreWorks, 

44 Franklin St, Martinsville.

Fairystone State Park will hold a Whiskey 
Run Hike at 8:30 a.m. at Iron Mine Parking 
Lot, a Fairy Stone Hunt at 11:30 a.m. at Visi-
tors Center, and Who Made Those Tracks While 
You Slept?, 3 p.m. at Shelter 4.

Saturday, August 17
Mt. Nebo Holiness Church will hold the 8th 

annual bike ride, car show, and fish fry. Regis-
tration begins at 9 a.m. and the ride leaves at 
11 a.m. The cost is $20 per bike or autos, and 
this covers the meal for the driver. The fish fry 
will start at 8 a.m., and vendors will be on site. 
All proceeds will benefit the church. For more 
information, call Angie Penn at (276) 732-6014.

Sunday, August 18

The Shape of Things, 2 p.m., TheatreWorks, 
44 Franklin St, Martinsville.

Tuesday, August 20
Cricut Creations: Printable Stickers, 5:30 p.m. 

to 7:30 p.m., NCI, 191 Fayette St, Martinsville.

Guest lecturer Josh Schaller will explore the 
local history of Martinsville & Henry County 
in archival maps at Martinsville Main Library, 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Registration is required. For 
more information or to register call (276) 403-
5430.

Thursday, August 22
Water Bath Canning, 6 to 7 p.m., NCI, 191 

Fayette St., Martinsville.

Saturday, August 24
13th annual Bikers for Babies, MHC, 10 a.m. 

to 12 p.m., Big Chair Parking Lot, Broad St. & 
Church St. Uptown Martinsville.

Smith River Fest, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Smith 
River Complex, 1000 Irisburg Road, Axton.

ONGOING

Bassett Train Station Farmers’ Market is 
open Tuesdays from 5-7 p.m. through Septem-
ber 24.

Uptown Farmers Market is open Saturdays 
7:30 a.m. to noon through November 16, and 
Wednesdays from 7:30 a.m. to noon through 10 
to September 25. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
days of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific 
Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, 
Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 a.m. 
The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children un-

der 12. All you can eat sausage, fried bologna, 
eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, made from 
scratch biscuits, made to order pancakes, coffee 
and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music 
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play 
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to a 
mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel music by 
different bands each week. If you want, bring a 
snack to share. This event is free to the public. 
Any donations received will go to the Bassett 
Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with 
your library card. The passes are good for one 
day and exclude special events. There is a wait 
period before you can check out the pass again. 
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets Tuesdays 
at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public Library, 
3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New members 
welcome. For more information, please call Pat-
ti Farmer (276) 358-0489

A series of classes on genealogical research 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Bas-
sett Historical Center each Tuesday in Septem-
ber. Genealogy 1 and Genealogy 2, offered on 
September 3 and 10 respectively, are for those 
just beginning their family research. Genealogy 
3 and Genealogy 4, offered September 17 and 
24, will cover the use of several different gene-
alogical websites. To benefit from the 3rd and 
4th classes, participants will need to have taken 
the first two classes and/or have a basic under-
standing of computer use. There is no charge for 
the classes. Call (276) 629-9191 to reserve your 
spot. 

The interior of one of the Fayette Street 
Lofts apartments.

Chamber’s Partnership for Economic Growth 
(CPEG) Vice-chair Rev. Charles Whitfield 
said the Fayette Street Lofts provides the 
opportunity for innovation, reduced cost in 
upgrading, and affordable rent to new and 
expanding businesses.

Co-developer of JRS Realty Partners, LLC John Garland said historic preservation was a 
goal during the project.

Co-developer of JRS Realty Partners, LLC 
Jim Cherney said he and Garland believe in 
Martinsville and Henry County.

Vital Building & Construction is among the 
businesses that’s found its home in the 
new space.

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com
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Traveling strategies 
and mishaps

By Holly Kozelsky
This wasn’t my first 

rodeo, though still I was 
thrown.

From years of travel-
ing off the beaten path, 
I’ve developed habits 
that aim to prevent 
theft but still give me a 
Plan B if I am robbed, 
such as:

Don’t use a suitcase, which would 
mark me as a traveler; bring just a 
small amount of clothes in a dirty 
old duffle bag.   

Don’t bring my regular pocket-
book, but rather a teeny tiny one, 
and only carry exactly what I need.

Bring two bank cards on a trip, 
but only carry around one and keep 
the other hidden in my room as a 
backup in case the first is stolen. 
Keep the banks’ phone numbers 
written down to report theft.

The only key to bring with me 
is the one for the car. However, I 
keep another car key hidden on the 
outside of my car so that if my car 
key is stolen, I still have another 
to drive home from the airport. Un-
derneath the car mat is another 
credit card to pay my airport park-
ing fee, in case the two bank cards 
I brought on my trip were stolen.

While there, look as much like a 
native and as little like an Ameri-
can as I can. Believe it or not, I can 
now pull that off. I didn’t used to 
manage it.

Keep my passport hidden in the 
room where I’m staying, and only 
carry my driver’s license around 
(for the identification which some-
times is required).

My hostess and my family back 
home have photos of my passport, 
flight details and other information 
as backup in case the passport does 
get stolen.

As I’m walking around, carry my 
bags (old used bags from the stores 
where I am staying, not from back 
home) in my arms in a tight grip 
as well as by the straps, but fake 
nonchalance.

Carry enough cash in the purse so 
that if I am robbed the thief thinks 
he’s got it all. Keep more cash here 
and there in different places. Keep 
most of the cash back in the room. 
Give much of my money to my 
hostess to take care of things, so 
I’m not an obvious American flash-
ing money.

I’m a When-In-Rome-Do-As-
The-Romans-Do kind of traveler. 
That means spending hours a day 
crammed into subways and buses. 
However, for the major party we 
were going to, I insisted my hostess 
find us safe transportation. If we 
had to walk the normal half mile to 
the bus stop and take public trans-
portation dressed in our evening 
gowns carrying packages — and 
one of us an American — crimi-
nals and kidnappers would rightly 
guess they had struck gold with us. 

We couldn’t trust a taxi or ride-
app driver, because it comes out 
often enough in the news that 
some of them rape and rob and kill 
their passengers. It took several 
days, but finally my hostess found 
a trustworthy driver, recommend-
ed by a cousin who had used that 
driver for years.

While she and her cousin were 

texting back and forth with the 
driver on the hours and his rate 
for the day of the party, I was so 
excited I accepted right away, with 
plans to pay him a hefty tip, too. 
The cousin, Estela, put her hand 
on my arm and tilted her head at 
me. “Tranquila!” she said – “Calm!” 
We are supposed to negotiate for a 
lower price, as is custom, she re-
minded me.

Urgh! That one sure wasn’t 
worth bickering over to me, but I 
let her do her thing, because when 
in Rome … 

During my week there, the store 
across the road from the communi-
ty gates – the start of our half-mile 
walk to the bus stop - was robbed, a 
girl three doors down was attacked 
(the police hung out at our house 
for a while during the investiga-
tion) and my hostess’s daughter’s 
phone was stolen.

As for me, though, I made it near-
ly the whole week through without 
any loss.

Until the night of the party: My 
glasses were stolen straight off the 
table when I got up to dance. As 
soon as the dance was over, I sat 
down at the table, where the glass-
es and the family who had been sit-
ting there earlier were all gone.

I thought I was a careful travel-
er. It goes to show you learn some-
thing every day.

So I had to finish my trip with-
out glasses, which filled me with a 
strong and strong sense of mourn-
ing and loss, on top of frustration 
and confusion. It was especially 
hard to navigate the airports with-
out being able to see.

Those bifocals were expensive, 
and I loved their looks. In fact, for 
the past few years I’ve been active-
ly looking for a replacement pair, 
but have not found frames I like, 
so that makes me miss my glasses 
even more.

So - I went into this trip expecting 
it to be dangerous, but then while 
there realized it was much more 
dangerous than I had thought, and 
a few times I was truly scared.

Given that, I got out easy with 
just the glasses being the only loss.

But the spoiled part of me - the 
American part of me who has gone 
through life in relative safety - is 
still mad about the glasses.

Educator Expense Deduction
Some of my best 

legislative ideas come 
from people around 
the district.

I regularly attend 
public events to make 
myself accessible so 
you can share your 
thoughts and con-
cerns.

Among my stops 
this summer was the 
New River Valley Fair in Dublin.

I got to call some bingo and speak 
with fairgoers. One local public 
school teacher expressed concern 
to me about paying out-of-pocket 
for school supplies. The teacher 
is Elissa Grantham. She felt the 
current $300 tax credit was insuf-
ficient.

My recollection is she said the 
current deduction is “doodly-
squat.” Whether that’s the wording 
she used or not, she clearly felt the 
deduction failed the reality in the 
classroom.

The National Education Associa-
tion website reports that studies 
show educators spend on average 
somewhere between $500 and $750 
of their own money every year on 
things students need. This article 
from last year was based on stud-
ies conducted in the years prior to 
that.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, ninety-four 
percent of teachers reach into their 
wallets to buy classroom supplies.

The Educator Expense Deduction 
was first enacted in 2002. Eligible 
educators for the federal tax credit 
include K-12 teachers, instructors, 
counselors, principals or aides who 
work for at least 900 hours a school 
year in a school that provides ele-
mentary or secondary education as 
determined under state law.

This deduction was unfortunate-
ly not around when my mother and 
her co-teacher, Ms. Clara Winkler, 
taught sixth grade for Roanoke 
County schools at Broad Street El-
ementary. I remember their dedica-
tion as they made sure to purchase 
enough supplies and materials for 
their classroom in order to enhance 
the educational experience of their 
students.

While the classroom expense tax 
deduction used to cover $250, ad-
justments increased it to $300 in 
2022.

But per the statistics above, $300 
falls far short of what educators 
typically spend on a yearly basis to 
meet student and classroom needs.

This is likely further exacerbat-
ed by Biden-Harris era inflation. 
Many teachers are having to make 
difficult financial decisions on top 
of spending money for their class-
rooms.

The Los Angeles Times found 
that between August 2022 and 
June 2023, the prices for writing 
tools and supplies, including cray-
ons, highlighters, pens and pencils, 
have increased an average of 18.5 
percent.

As an example, the cost of plan-
ners, binders and folders surged an 
average of a 48.5 percent increase 
in cost during that time, and the 
increase in the price of “paper and 
forms” was eighty percent!

Given these struggles under the 
Biden-Harris economy, like others, 
educators are in a pinch.

Following my interactions with 
Grantham at the New River Val-
ley Fair, I introduced legislation to 
provide educators breathing room 
and increase the Educator Expense 
Deduction to $1,000.

Students and educators will reap 
the benefits of greater access to 
classroom resources, particularly 
those in distressed and under-
served communities.

A significant tax achievement 
was passed by a Republican House, 
a Republican Senate, and Presi-
dent Donald Trump. The bill be-
came known as the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act.

Individual income tax rates were 
cut, and the standard deduction 
was increased.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
helped families! The Child Tax 
Credit almost doubled. The maxi-
mum per-child credit amount went 
from roughly $1,000 to $2,000.

Families also benefitted from the 
tax bill because it facilitated school 
choice. Families could use 529 col-
lege savings plans for elementary 
and secondary education expenses.

Many of the provisions in the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act are set to 
expire in 2025. As inflation hinders 
the ability of many to make a de-
cent living, the expiration of these 
tax cuts will further hurt American 
families and consumers.

Americans work hard at their 
jobs. It is only fair for their pay-
checks to reflect that.

I will continue to speak with 
folks on the ground and get their 
ideas as to what we can do better.

As the school year begins for 
many in the Ninth District, I would 
like to thank every educator for 
your contributions, the dedication 
to your students, and your care for 
their education.

Teachers care for their students, 
whether it was in the second half 
of the twentieth century like my 
mother, or like today, the teacher 
at the Dublin fair. The least we can 
do is to help them.

Call my offices with questions, 
concerns, or comments: Abingdon, 
(276) 525-1405; Christiansburg, 
(540) 381-5671, or via email at 
https://morgangriffith.house.gov/.

OPINION

Call 276-694-3101 or email submissions@theenterprise.net 
for more information.

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

Holly 
Kozelsky

After a week together, it’s time to head back 
to the airport to part ways. It was a safe ride 
to the airport, with a driver who came well 
recommended.

Celebrity Imposter AI Scams
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has 

captured the world’s attention, 
but it has also captured the atten-
tion of criminal scammers. One 
area where AI scams are particu-
larly dangerous is celebrity im-
postor scams.

For many years, criminals have 
impersonated celebrities online 
to steal from fans. Fake celebrity 
profiles offer fans personal con-
nection, investment opportuni-
ties, or the chance to support fa-
vorite charities.

AI has allowed criminals to 
make these scams more realistic 
than ever with “deepfake” vid-
eos. With this technology, crimi-
nals can create videos where it 
looks and sounds like the celeb-
rity is speaking, but it is in fact 

completely computer generated. 
Criminal scammers have used 
this technology for anything from 
fake product endorsements to pro-
motions for bogus VIP ticket sales.

Posting on a celebrity’s social 
media account might be exciting, 
but it could put you at risk of this 
impostor scam. In whatever way 
you choose to enjoy your favorite 
celebs, do so recognizing that an 
opportunity to connect with them 
personally is likely a scam.

AARP Fraud Watch Network™ 
is a free resource for all. Learn 
how to proactively spot scams or 
get guidance if you’ve been tar-
geted. Visit aarp.org/fraudwatch-
network or call our dedicated 
helpline to speak to a fraud spe-
cialist at 877-908-3360.

Literacy program unveiled for 
correctional education students

The Virginia Department of 
Corrections (VADOC) is reinforc-
ing its commitment to correction-
al education by launching a new 
prison literacy program designed 
to aid inmates and probationers 
in their educational journey. The 
program, titled “Reading Enables 
All Learners” (REAL), aims to 
provide non and beginning-level 
readers with the foundational 
skills necessary to progress to 
more advanced educational op-
portunities.

The REAL program, which 
began in June 2024, offers self-
paced learning facilitated by 
certified inmate tutors. Lessons 
are conducted in small groups 
within libraries and other non-
classroom environments, allow-
ing participants to improve their 
literacy skills before enrolling in 
High School Equivalency (HSE, 
also known as GED) classes. The 
department plans to expand the 
program statewide by the end of 
2024.

“We realized a necessary first 

step for some inmates is to mas-
ter the basics before they can 
successfully engage with a GED 
program,” said Chad Dotson, di-
rector of the agency. “By bringing 
their reading skills up to the nec-
essary grade level, we are ensur-
ing these inmates can success-
fully transition to a HSE course 
and build a lasting skill that will 
open doors for inmates upon re-
entry.”

Education plays a critical role 
in the successful reintegration of 
inmates into society, with studies 
showing a correlation between 
educational attainment and low-
er recidivism rates. The REAL 
program is part of VADOC’s 
broader effort to enhance public 
safety by equipping inmates with 
the skills they need to lead law-
abiding lives after their release.

VADOC currently offers more 
than 125 programs to inmates 
and supervises, underscoring its 
comprehensive approach to reha-
bilitation and reentry.
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Regarding cruelty
I watched some highlights from 

former President Donald Trump’s 
recent press conference at Mar-A-
Lago. Of the 162 lies and distor-
tions he shared (per NPR), there’s 
one in particular I’d like to single 
out.

“(Former Virginia Governor 
Ralph Northam), he said the baby 
will be born, we will put the baby 
aside, and we will decide with 
the mother what we’re going to 
do,” Trump said. “In other words, 
whether or not we’re going to kill 
the baby.” 

This is a claim Trump has re-
peated a number of times, and it’s 
become a popular talking point in 
anti-abortion circles. 

Not to state the obvious, but at 
no point in this nation’s history has 
a doctor ever delivered a baby, set 
it aside, and then sat down next to 
the mother and said, “Congratula-
tions ma’am, you just delivered a 
beautiful, healthy baby boy. Want 
me to kill it for you?”

That may sound glib and unseri-
ous, but when you’re dealing with 
glib and unserious people, it’s an 
appropriate response. The idea 
that doctors are going around casu-
ally committing infanticide is wor-
thy of ridicule. 

All of this nonsense stems from a 
2019 radio interview with Northam 
where he explained — admittedly 
poorly — that third trimester abor-
tions should be allowed only in the 
event that the child would be born 
with severe deformities incompat-
ible with life or that would put the 
mother’s life at risk. 

Specifically, Northam said that 
that if a child makes it to full-term 
with deformities that would invari-
ably result in its early death, the 
parents and the doctor could make 
the decision to keep the child as 
comfortable as possible after deliv-
ery but not pursue every single op-
tion to keep the child alive.

It’s an unpleasant reality, but 
there are times when keeping a 
person alive at all costs amounts to 
cruelty. We understand this when 
it comes to our pets; when our pets 
are suffering and have no quality 
of life, we often make the humane 
choice to put them down so they 
can be at peace. 

While we don’t put people out 
to pasture when they’re suffering, 
there are plenty of times when 
medical professionals allow some-
one to die naturally when it be-
comes clear they’ll never recover or 
ever again have any quality of life. 
This is the entire premise of “do not 
resuscitate” orders. 

What particularly galls me re-
garding these false claims about 
third trimester abortions is one 
simple fact: no one has a late-term 
abortion because they didn’t want 
the child. These are mothers who 
loved their unborn child, who had 
a name picked out, who had a lov-
ingly decorated nursery at home. 
Their dreams were dashed when 
they received the worst news imag-
inable: that the baby they wanted 
so dearly is doomed to lead a short, 
painful life, and its birth might 
even kill them in the process. They 
are forced to make the most diffi-
cult decision they will ever face, a 
decision that will stick with them 
for the rest of their lives.

These mothers are not flippant, 
amoral monsters who decide on 
a whim to kill their baby at the 
11th hour. To paint them as such 
is shockingly cruel — or at least, 
it used to be before cruelty in poli-
tics lost its shock value and became 
commonplace. 

So now that Roe v. Wade is over-
turned, what happens to a woman 
placed in this impossible situa-
tion when she has the misfortune 
to live in a state where abortion is 
outlawed?

You could ask Amanda Zurawski, 
who testified before the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee in April of last 
year.

Zurawski, who lives in Texas, 
conceived her daughter Willow 
after 18 months of fertility treat-
ments. One August day shortly 
after she’d finished the invite list 
for her upcoming baby shower, she 
had a medical emergency. After 
being examined by her doctor, she 
was told that she had dilated pre-
maturely due to a condition called 
cervical insufficiency. The doctor 
told her she was going to lose her 
baby; it was a question of when, not 
if. 

However, because Roe v. Wade 
had been repealed, Zurawski’s 
medical team could not perform an 
abortion as long as Willow’s heart 
was still beating. In the state of 
Texas, abortions had become ille-
gal unless the mother is facing “a 
life-threatening physical condition 
aggravated by, caused by, or aris-
ing from a pregnancy.”

This meant she had only two op-
tions: she had to either wait for 
Willow to die, or become so incred-
ibly sick that her life would be at 
risk unless doctors performed an 
abortion.

Three days later, Zurawski devel-
oped a raging fever and her blood 
pressure dropped precipitously. 
She was taken to the ER and diag-
nosed with sepsis. After delivering 
her stillborn daughter, her vitals 
crashed, and she was rushed to 
the ICU where she would remain 
for three days as doctors battled to 
save her life.

They did save her life, although 
according to a recent interview, 
so much damage was done to her 
womb that she will never again be 
able to bear a child.

At his Mar-A-Lago press confer-
ence, Trump said that the abortion 
issue has been “taken down many 
notches” and is “very much sub-
dued.”

I doubt Amanda Zurawski would 
agree with that assessment.

OPINION

By Ben R. Williams Local Martial Arts 
Competition Team wins 12 
National Championships

Students of Rutters Martial 
Arts in Stuart, Bassett and 
Floyd, Va. recently competed in 
the AMAA National Sport Ka-
rate Championships held Aug 
10 In Charlotte N.C. Celebrities 
such as Cynthia Rothrock and 
Bill “Superfoot” Wallace were 
in attendance.

Pictured are:
* Raylyn Thomas, of Floyd, 

who won a National Champi-
onships in both sparring and 
weapons and second place in 
Forms competition.

* Eddie Prillaman, of Bassett, 
won three National Champion-
ships in weapons, forms and 
sparring. He also won the Jr. 
National Grand Championship.

* Isaiah Daken of Floyd won 
National Championships in 
weapons, forms and sparring.

* Ezekiel Pack, of Stuart, also 
won National Championships 

in weapons, forms and sparring.
Team RMA won a total of 12 

of the 13 National Champion-
ships at this event.

Instructor 7 x World Champi-
on and multi time Hall of Fame 
Inductee Grandmaster Scott 
Rutter has more than 37 years 
training and 27 years teaching 
Martial Arts. 

Rutters Martial Arts in Bas-
sett, Floyd and Stuart is cur-
rently accepting enrollment for 
Back 2 School and has Back to 
School Specials. For more in-
formation call (276) 340-3944, 
visit Rutters Martial Arts on 
Facebook or message Rutter 
on Facebook. Rutters Martial 
Arts will help build confidence, 
self-respect, respect for others, 
discipline, while learning self-
defense and fitness in a fun en-
vironment.

Fido’s Basement Sale set,  
proceeds to benefit SPCA
Don’t miss out on the shopping 

event of the season. Thousands of 
items at rock-bottom prices, including 
furniture, electronics, home goods, 
toys, books and more. Whether you 
are hunting for treasures or practi-
cal items, Fido’s Basement Sale has 
something for everyone, and every 

purchase supports the SPCA of Mar-
tinsville-Henry County.  Mark your 
calendars for Friday, September 6, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday, 
September 7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
119 East Main Street, Uptown Mar-
tinsville. For more information, call 
(276) 656-1101.

Musical comedy to be 
performed in Ferrum

The Blue Ridge Dinner Theatre 
is the site for performances of 
Nunsense, a musical comedy with 
more than 21 songs and dances, 
the week of Aug. 22-25. The pro-
duction is being directed by Rex 
Stephenson.

The plot revolves around a group 
of zany nuns putting on a variety 
show to raise money.

This musical comedy will open 
with a matinee on Aug. 22 and run 
until Aug. 25.

A three-course meal is available 
with a dinner-theatre option. For 
information and tickets call (540) 
365-4355 or visit https://our.show/
ferrumnunsense24.

“This show is great fun and abso-
lutely hilarious. We laugh through 
every rehearsal,” actor Emily 
Blankenship-Tucker said.

The show has attained critical 
acclaim, with Entertainment To-
night stating, “You don’t have to 
be Catholic to love Nunsense!”

VDH, Eliminate Tobacco 
Launch Higher Education 
Tobacco Policy Dashboard
The Virginia Department of 

Health’s (VDH) Tobacco Control 
Program, in collaboration with 
Eliminate Tobacco Use (ETU) 
Virginia, introduced the Vir-
ginia Higher Education Tobacco 
Policy Dashboard to encourage 
colleges and universities across 
the state to strengthen their 
campus tobacco policies, reduce 
tobacco use among students and 
employees, and increase cessa-
tion efforts.

The dashboard, which pro-
vides a comprehensive over-
view of tobacco policies across 
49 public and private college 
and university campuses in 
Virginia, will be updated annu-
ally. It features tobacco policy 
report cards that evaluate cur-
rent campus policies and offer 
recommendations for improve-
ment. The assessments are 
based on standards set by the 
Americans for Non-Smokers 

Rights Foundation and cover 
various factors, including the 
types of tobacco products ad-
dressed, the presence of desig-
nated smoking areas, the avail-
ability of cessation resources, 
and the effectiveness of preven-
tion efforts.

“The Virginia Higher Educa-
tion Tobacco Policy Dashboard 
is a vital tool for fostering 
healthier campuses across the 
Commonwealth,” said Kyle Gi-
rone, VDH Tobacco Control Pro-
gram Epidemiologist. “This ini-

tiative empowers institutions to 
take proactive steps in reducing 
tobacco use and supporting ces-
sation efforts, thereby creating 
tobacco-free environments that 
benefit students, employees, 
and the broader community.”

Despite the importance of 
tobacco-free campus policies, 
Virginia currently ranks sec-
ond to last in the United States 
for tobacco-free higher educa-
tion, according to the Ameri-
cans for Non-Smokers Rights 
Foundation. Executive Order 
41 (2006) allows state agency 
heads, including those of higher 
education institutions, to estab-
lish guidelines for smoking on 
state-owned property. A 2021 
clarifying document confirmed 
that public institutions of high-
er education have the author-
ity to ban smoking in all areas 
deemed appropriate by the in-
stitution.

Research highlights the criti-
cal need for such policies, as 
nearly nine out of ten adults 
who smoke cigarettes daily first 
tried smoking by age 18, and 
99% by age 26. Given that most 
college students fall within this 
age range, implementing to-
bacco-free policies is crucial for 
preventing tobacco use and sup-
porting health on campus.

For more information, visit 
Eliminate Tobacco Use or the 
VDH Tobacco Control Program.

American Legion 
Post to host Fish Fry

The American Legion Homer 
Dillard Post # 78 will have a 
Fish Fry on Saturday, August 
24, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at 
the post home, located at 139 
Creekside Dr., (adjacent to Jor-
dan Creek Park), Martinsville, 

Va. This is a drive-thru with 
limited dining in. Fish sand-
wiches are $8 each, homemade 
desserts $2 and sodas & water 
$1. Call (276) 673-7663 or (276) 
340-5169 to place orders in ad-
vance.

Submit your community 
news and photos to dhall@

theenterprise.net
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Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 
design, tile, closet & 
garage organizers, 

repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References. Bob 

Morehouse Phone: 
276-930-1703 Cell: 

561-881-8292 E-Mail: 
Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.

net.

Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 
cleanup, bush-hog-
ging, pasture & field 
reclamation, ATV & 

walking trails, hunting 
lanes, skid-steer, trac-
tor and mini-excavator 
work. Free estimates. 

Call 276-229-9410 
or Facebook Thomas 
Land Solutions LLC

If you’ve read this 
far, you can see how 
a classified ad in the 
Henry County Enter-
prise can work. Let 
our readers know 

you’re hiring with a 
classified ad in The 

Enterprise for as 
little as $8 a week. 

Call 276-694-3101 or 
email submissions@
theenterprise.net for 

more information.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTION-

EERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions 

statewide and in other
states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 
audiences. Call this 

paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Ser-
vices 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
Prepare for power 

outages today with 
a GENERAC home 

standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low 

Monthly Payment Op-
tions. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 

1-844-947-1479 

Prepare for power 
outages with Briggs 

&amp; Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) 

standby
generators - the 

most powerful home 
standby generators 
available. Industry-

leading
comprehensive war-

ranty - 7 years ($849 
value.) Proudly made 

in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs

&amp; Stratton 
1-866-447-0001.

Replace your roof 
with the best looking 
and longest lasting 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 

Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off 

installation + Additional 
10% off install (for 

military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 

1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-

blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 

LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% 

Senior &amp; Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-

614-6667

The bathroom of 
your dreams for as 

little as $149/month! 
BCI Bath & Shower. 

Many options avail-
able. Quality materials 
& professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. 
Limited Time Offer - 

FREE virtual in-home 
consultation now and

SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE show-
er package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe 

Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncon-

tested, $475+$86 court 
cost. WILLS-$295.00. 
No court appearance. 
Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member. 

https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com.

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

888-608-4974 

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physicians 

Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental 

insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! 

Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50p-
lus.com/virginia #6258

Become a Published 
Author. We want to 

Read Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-Trust-

ed by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently 
being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: 
Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and 
Distribution. Call for 
Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-888-366-7596 
or visit dorranceinfo.

com/vapress

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 

talk, text and data. No 
contract and no hidden 

fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 

100% U.S. based 
customer service. For 
more information, call 

1-855-262-5564

SERVICES
Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 
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CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

LEGAL

Be sure to like 
the Henry 

County Enterprise 
on Facebook

Submit your community 
news and photos to dhall@

theenterprise.net 

LEGAL

LEGAL

LEGAL

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795
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VIRGINIA: 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HENRY COUNTY

LIBERTY MUTUAL PERSONAL
INSURANCE COMPANY,
 Petitioner,
v.    Case No: CL24-188
RYANPERSAD MAHADEO, by his mother
and next friend, TRUDY ASSAM,
 Respondent.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
The reason for this cause is to notify the father of Ryanpersad Ma-

hadeo, Inderpersed Mahadeo, of the settlement of a personal injury 
case. Inderpersed Mahadeo’s whereabouts are unknown.

Upon consideration wherefore, this Order of Publication is granted, 
and it is ORDERED that Inderpersed Mahadeo, do appear hereon on 
September 24, 2024 at 11:00 a.m., which date is no sooner than fifty 
(50) days after entry of this Order of Publication.

And it is further ORDERED that this Order of Publication be 
published once a week for four (4) consecutive weeks in The Henry 
County Enterprise newspaper, a newspaper having general circulation 
in Henry County, Virginia.

ENTERED this 8th day of July, 2024.

Legal 2 col x 4-1/2”
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COUNTY OF HENRY
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a series of pub-
lic hearings has been scheduled for August 28, 2024, at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Build-
ing, Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.  The purpose of these 
public hearings is to receive citizen input into the possible issuance of 
a Variance and Special Use Permits for the following cases.
Case S-24-05 Hugh Kenneth Beveridge, Jr.
A request for a Special Use Permit was received under Section 21-302 
of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the establishment 
of a campground facility to accommodate up to 4 sites. The property 
is approximately 32 acres, located at 311 Florence Dr. in the Reed 
Creek District, is zoned Agricultural District A-1, as shown on Tax 
Map 15.2/259.
Case S-24-06 Gwendolyn Hernandez Delgado 
A request for a Special Use Permit was received under Section 21-
302 of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the establish-
ment of a Family Day Care Home to accommodate up to 12 children.  
The property is located at 76 10th St. in the Horsepasture District, 
and is zoned Suburban Residential District S-R as shown on Tax Map 
28.8(10)10/4. 
Case V-24-03 Margaret Baker
A request for a Variance was received under Section 21-304 of the 
Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the construction of a 
free-standing garage that will be located approximately 43’ from the 
center of the road, instead of the required 60’.  The property is located 
at 100 Mathews Mill Rd. in the Horsepasture District and is zoned 
Agricultural District A-1, as shown on Tax Map 38.8/82G.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department 
of Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0810 0817

Notice of Public Hearing
A public hearing for the City of Martinsville Planning Commission 
will be held on August 21, 2024, at 4:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at 
the City of Martinsville Municipal Building located at 55 W. Church 
Street, Martinsville, VA 24112, for those parties in interest to the fol-
lowing request:
REQUEST for RIGHT OF WAY ABANDONMENT - Application 
of Derek Brown, Applicant and Owner, requesting the city’s abandon-
ment of an approximate 2500 square foot section of the right of way 
at property located at 406 James Street. The abandonment of streets, 
alleyways, right of ways or easements are a request that require review 
and approval of the Planning Commission and City Council, as it will 
amend the city’s adopted Comprehensive Plan.
Any comments or questions can be directed to Hannah Powell, Com-
munity Development Specialist, at (276) 403-5156 or hpowell@
ci.martinsville.va.us
Notice Submitted By:
Hannah L. Powell, CZA
Community Development Specialist

Legal 2 col x 1-3/4”
0817

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
COUNTY OF HENRY, VA

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO FY25 BUDGET
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 15.2-2507, Code of Virginia, 
that the Henry County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hear-
ing during its regular meeting on Tuesday, August 27, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 
for the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed amendment to 
the Henry County FY2024-25  Budget as necessary to appropriate funds 
of $4,730,328 received from the 1% sales tax fund designated for new 
construction and renovation of schools. The School Board has indicated 
the funds will be used to construct athletic fieldhouses at Bassett High 
School and Magna Vista High School. The appropriation exceeds 1% of 
the total County budget for FY2024-25. For more information, contact 
the County Administrator’s Office at 276-634-4601.
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in your account dwindle and then 
‘poof,’ you have the funds to grow 
to the next level,” he said. Draper 
noted that the expansion of his 
ventures was not meticulously 
planned but rather a natural pro-
gression.

Co-owner Hassan Davis shared 
his vision for TAD Tavern, aim-
ing to create a welcoming space 
for people of all backgrounds. “It’s 
just great to see everyone around 
and gathered together,” Davis said. 
“Our goal is to bring people togeth-
er of all colors, all races.”

Martinsville Mayor LC Jones 
praised the effort and dedication 
Draper invested in the restaurant. 
“So often, we have individuals who 
come to the city with dreams and 
additions, but with the expectation 
that the city has to do all the work 
for them,” Jones said. He lauded 
TAD Tavern as an “elegant, exqui-
site restaurant,” describing it as 
another “gem” in Uptown Martins-
ville. “This is just an elegant place 
to eat, to take someone out on a 
nice night or nice weekend,” Jones 
added.

Brenell Thomas, president of the 
Martinsville Henry County Cham-
ber of Commerce, also spoke highly 
of the restaurant, sharing her posi-

tive dining experiences. “I have 
eaten here at least twice before. 
Everything I had was wonderful,” 
Thomas said. “The chef is great.”

The restaurant’s kitchen is run 
by Chef Gustavo A. Navarrete, 
who brings over 30 years of culi-
nary experience, specializing in 
fusion dishes that blend elements 
of Spanish, Mediterranean, Latin, 
and Caribbean cuisines.

Thomas was also impressed with 

the transformation of the space, 
which was formerly the Depart-
ment of Social Services (DSS) build-
ing. “He has done a tremendous 
job, not just with TAD upstairs, but 
with TAD Tavern,” she said. 

The menu at TAD Tavern is 
geared toward a higher price point, 
offering upscale dining with gour-
met tapas, fine wines, and craft 
cocktails. Thomas noted that the 

space is unrecognizable and pre-
dicted that many diners will be 
pleasantly surprised when they 
visit.

Diners can make reservations for 
TAD Tavern online. The restaurant 
also plans to feature live music and 
seasonal menus. TAD Tavern is lo-
cated at 20 East Church St., with 
the entrance near Jefferson Plaza, 
down from Hugo’s.

Gen. William Jackson Palmer 
is center of Sunday Lecture

The Martinsville-Henry Coun-
ty Historical Society will host its 
monthly Sunday Afternoon Lec-
ture, “The Other Side of General 
William Jackson Palmer” with 
Jan Mackell, at 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
August 18, in the Historic Henry 
County Courthouse. 

Palmer (1836-1909) was a mili-
tary general, railroad tycoon, and 
founder of Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado. Though a Quaker from Dela-
ware, he fought for the Union Army 
during the Civil War. After the 
war, he moved west and became 
a civil engineer and philanthro-
pist who played an integral part 
in Colorado’s development. As the 
founder and owner of the Denver 
& Rio Grande Railroad, he helped 
stimulate economic growth as well 
as the expansion of transportation 
in the American West during the 
late nineteenth century. He is also 
well known for his philanthropy, 
which included the founding of the 
University of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs and other institutions for 
the public benefit. However, not 
many folks pay attention to this 
achievement before he got there. 
Mackell will show Palmer’s “other 
side” using many stories about him. 

For more than fifty years, Mack-
ell has visited ghost towns and oth-
er forgotten historic spots all over 
the American West in search of how 
pioneers lived and survived during 
the 1800s. A historian and writer 

since 1989, she has given dozens of 
presentations, programs, speeches, 
appearances, and interviews on 
radio, television, and in print. Her 
research, especially in the history 
of the prostitution industry, encom-
passes the entire western region of 
America and continues to expand. 

Admission to the lecture is free, 
made possible by corporate spon-
sors, Carter Bank & Trust and 
The Lester Group. The Historic 
Henry County Courthouse is fully 
handicapped accessible. The Mar-
tinsville-Henry County Heritage 
Museum will be open following the 
presentation.

Delegates
(cont. from page 1)

TAD Tavern
(cont. from page 1)

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Arts programs 
get funding boost

Localities in our coverage areas 
were among several in Virginia to 
receive grants from the Virginia 
Commission for the Arts (VCA). 

According to the commission, 
grant winners included:

Henry County Collinsville Cre-
ative Communities Partnership 
Grant (CCPG) for Piedmont Arts 
Association; Henry County Public 
Schools received an Arts in Practice 
Grant, Education Impact Grant 
and VA250 Impact Grant

The Arts Association Martins-
ville received General Operating 
Support for Medium and Large 
Organizations (GOS) for Piedmont 
Arts Association.

Da Capo Virginia in Martinsville 
received an Operating Support for 
Small Organizations (OSS) grant.

Martinsville City Public Schools 
received a VA250 Impact Grant for 
Martinsville High School. 

And Patrick County received a 
Creative Communities Partnership 
Grant (CCPG) for the Reynolds 
Homestead.

Grant allocations throughout 
Virginia totaled more than $5.1 
million to support arts organiza-
tions, and arts-centric programs for 
FY25, according to the VCA.

Grant allocations include:
*151 General Operating Sup-

port for Medium and Large Orga-
nizations (GOS) Grants, bolster-
ing arts organizations to continue, 
strengthen, and expand arts expe-
riences that benefit all Virginians.

*86 Operating Support Small 
Grants, increasing support for 
small and emerging arts organiza-
tions central to the vibrancy of Vir-
ginia’s communities.

*108 Creative Community Part-
nership Grants, catalyzing match-
ing funds exceeding $5.3 million 
from localities and providing fund-
ing for more than 240 arts organi-
zations.

*19 Community Impact Grants, 
igniting new and innovative art-
based projects or services that 
reach and impact communities.

*25 Education Impact Grants, 
providing opportunities for Virgin-
ia’s students, educators, and other 
adult populations to participate in 
and learn through the arts.

*22 VA250 Impact Grants, fa-
cilitating new and innovative art-
based programs or services com-
memorating the 250th Anniversary 
of the birth of our nation and the 
American Revolution.

Virginia Film Festival (By Eze Amos, VCA Grantee)

Jan Mackell

or inaccurate machines. In Virginia, we don’t 
play games and our model for election security 
is working,” he said.

Youngkin said Virginia uses 100 percent pa-
per ballots with a strict chain of custody, and 
counting machines that are not connected to 
the internet and are tested prior to every elec-
tion.

“We do not mass mail ballots. We monitor 
our drop boxes 24/7. We verify the legal pres-
ence and identity of voters using DMV (Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicle) data and other trusted 
data sources to update our voter rolls daily, not 
only adding new voters, but scrubbing the lists 
to remove those that should not be on it, like 
the deceased, individuals that have moved, and 
non-citizens that have accidently or malicious-
ly attempted to register,” he said.

Under the order, Williams said only paper 

ballots will be used during elections.
“We (Patrick County) already use paper bal-

lots. This is a paper balloting process that allows 
the entire state to use paper ballots instead of 
different localities using different systems. Our 
county already used paper ballots, and many 
of the counties around here. We did not use 
voting machines, we used counting machines, 
and those counting machines can be verified 
through the use of paper ballots,” he said.

Williams added that he has not heard of any 
pushback against the order.

“I don’t know why anybody would push back 
on making sure that dead people are off of our 
voter rolls and non-citizens are not allowed 
to vote, and that we have clean voter records 
for the Commonwealth,” he said. “If you recall 
back in 2023, they announced that they took al-
most 800,000 deceased individuals off the vot-

ing rolls.”
Phillips said he believes the idea is simple 

and doesn’t understand how anyone could be 
against election integrity.

“None of these measures are to keep people 
that are legal to vote from voting. They’re to 
make sure that only legal people vote that have 
the right to vote in Virginia,” he said.

Phillips said he believes there’s a lot of mis-
trust surrounding elections. Focusing on it and 
taking common sense action such as the order 
should help voters feel better about the ability 
to trust the election’s outcome.

“If people feel like things are being done in a 
way that are fair and above board that makes 
sense, then hopefully you won’t see so many 
people always having to question the elections 
after the fact,” he said.

Mayor LC Jones celebrates TAD Tavern with a short speech.

TAD Tavern aims to provide an exquisite 
dining experience.
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Ruritan Club honored for dedication, commitment

The Carver Road Ruritan Club was honored 
Monday with a resolution from the state to 
mark its 50 years of dedication to the commu-
nity.

Del. Eric Phillips, who presented the reso-
lution, said “It was a privilege to be with the 
Carver Road Ruritan Club to present them 
with a Virginia General Assembly Resolution 
honoring its 50th anniversary.” 

The resolution was filed in June by Phillips, 
R-Martinsville, and Del. Wren Williams, R-
Stuart, and approved by the General Assem-

bly. It also noted that the club is dedicated 
to bettering the Carver community and sur-
rounding areas in Henry County through fel-
lowship, goodwill, and service.

“It was the first and now, of course, the old-
est, predominately black, Ruritan club in the 
United States,” Phillips said. “Carver Road 
Ruritans have been steadfast supporters of 
the community and continue to have a great 
impact with its numerous programs for our 
area.”

Chartered in 1974 with 35 civic-minded 

founders, the Carver Road Ruritan Club was 
the first predominantly Black Ruritan Club 
in the United States and its members have 
dedicated themselves to improving the Carver 
neighborhood through service projects, pro-
gramming, and charity, while also serving as 
a gathering center and encouraging commu-
nity pride and cohesiveness.

The club also “has developed a plethora of 
philanthropic efforts over the years, includ-
ing financially supporting the community’s 
volunteer fire and rescue squads, donating 
to initiatives for feeding the homeless, spon-
soring youths attending 4-H camp, awarding 
scholarships to area high school graduates, 
sponsoring road clean-ups, regularly deliver-
ing food and gifts to the neighborhood elderly, 
and erecting neighborhood gateway welcome 
signs,” the resolution stated.

Additionally, it has been a community hub, 
hosting events ranging from baby showers to 
repasses, facilitating community meetings 
with local officials and businesses, and serv-
ing as the meeting venue for other civic, non-
profit, and fraternal organizations. 

Del. Eric Phillips is pictured with members of the Carver Road Ruritan Club when presenting a resolution Monday.

Members of the Carver Road Ruritan Club listen as Del. Eric Phillips reads a resolution approved by the state to honor the club’s commitment and dedication to the community it 
serves.

The walls in the club’s building detail its story through the years, including when the building was to become a reality, 
while another photo chronicles a visit from former Gov. Doug Wilder, who was the first African American ever elected as 
governor. 

Health Workers Provide Free 
Services at TGIF Concert Series

The Community Health Work-
ers (CHWs) of Martinsville/Henry 
County made a significant impact 
during the TGIF Concert Series 
kickoff in Uptown Martinsville 
on Friday, July 19. Stationed at a 
United Way booth, the CHWs of-
fered the public free COVID-19 
tests, blood pressure monitoring, 
and shared healthy living tips and 
tricks. Additionally, they promoted 
the latest programs and resources 
available through United Way of 
Henry County and Martinsville, as 
well as the Growth & Opportunity 
Center.

The CHWs will continue to pro-
vide these services at the upcoming 

TGIF events on Friday, August 16, 
and September 20, both starting at 
7 p.m. Attendees are encouraged to 
stop by for free health screenings 
and valuable information on local 
health resources.

Contributed

Charles Rydell Flood Jr. Elizabeth Taylor Mitchell

Traffic stop results 
in two arrests

The Henry County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Narcotics Inter-
diction Unit, along with other 
sheriff’s deputies, conducted a 
traffic stop in the 1500 block of 
Irisburg Road on Wednesday, Au-
gust 7. The vehicle was operated 
by Charles Rydell Flood Jr., with 
one passenger, Elizabeth Taylor 
Mitchell. 

During the traffic stop, Flood 
and Mitchell exited the vehicle. 
Flood allegedly attempted to flee 
on foot, but was apprehended a 
short distance away by deputies. 
Mitchell was apprehended at 
the Dollar General store a short 
distance away. A Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office narcotics K9 as-
sisted and alerted to the alleged 
odor of narcotics being inside of 
the vehicle. 

During a search of the vehi-
cle, multiple items were seized, 
including a firearm, suspected 
methamphetamine, and fentan-
yl with an undisclosed amount 
of U.S. currency. The suspected 
narcotics will be sent to the De-
partment of Forensic Science for 
analysis. 

 Flood, 33, of 571 Figsboro 
Road, Martinsville, was charged 
with possess firearm by a vio-
lent felon, possess firearm while 

possessing Schedule I or II drug, 
possess Schedule I or II drug with 
intent to distribute (metham-
phetamine), obstruction/resisting 
arrest and driving revoked. Ad-
ditional charges include multiple 
probation violations, including 
maliciously shoot into occupied 
dwelling, possess firearm by fel-
on, possess controlled substance 
with Intent to distribute, and 
possess firearm by a convicted 
felon (Franklin County).

Mitchell, 20, of 1055 Blackberry 
Road, Bassett, was charged with 
three counts assault & batter on 
law enforcement officer, possess 
Schedule I or II drug with in-
tent to distribute (methamphet-
amine), and obstruction.

Both are being held without 
bond in the Henry County Adult 
Detention Center. 

Anyone with information about 
narcotics trafficking is asked to 
contact the Henry County Sher-
iff’s Office at (276) 656-4200 or 
Crime Stoppers at 632-CRIME 
(276-632-7463). The Crime Stop-
pers Program offers rewards up 
to $2,500 for information related 
to crimes. The nature of the crime 
and the substance of the infor-
mation provided determine the 
amount of the reward.

Initial claims lower this 
week, continued claims rise

The 1,937 unemployment insur-
ance weekly initial claims filed during 
the week ending August 3, 2024, are 
27.8 percent lower than last week’s 
2,682 claims and 23.1 percent lower 
than the comparable week of last year 
(2,520), according to Virginia Works.

Nearly 86 percent of claimants 
self-reported an associated industry; 
of those reported, the top five indus-
tries (61 percent) were Administra-
tive and Support and Waste Manage-
ment (239); Professional, Scientific, 
and Technical Services (229); Health 
Care and Social Assistance (182); Re-
tail Trade (169); and Manufacturing 
(166).

Continued weeks claims (16,893) 
were 0.2 percent higher than last 
week (16,858) and were 23.5 percent 
higher than the comparable week of 
last year (13,678). Nearly 93 percent 
of claimants self-reported an associ-

ated industry; of those reported, the 
top five industries (58 percent) were 
Professional, Scientific, and Techni-
cal Services (2,505); Administrative 
and Support and Waste Management 
(2,209); Health Care and Social As-
sistance (1,684); Accommodation and 
Food Services (1,411); and Manufac-
turing (1,403).

A person who has already filed an 
initial claim and who has experienced 
a week of unemployment files a con-
tinued claim to claim benefits for that 
week of unemployment. On a weekly 
basis, continued claims reflect a good 
approximation of the current number 
of insured unemployed workers filing 
for UI benefits, and are a good indica-
tor of labor market conditions. While 
continued claims are not a leading in-
dicator, they provide confirming evi-
dence of the direction of the economy.

Call 276-694-3101 or email submissions@
theenterprise.net for more information.
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To read more about 
these and other 

stories, check out 
The Enterprise, 

www.theenterprise.net.

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

20th annual Folk Fair set for Saturday
The 20th annual Meadows of 

Dan Folk Fair is scheduled for Sat-
urday, August 17. The event will 
span from the Meadows of Dan 
Baptist Church to the Meadows of 
Dan Community Center, running 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Trinity Goad, president of the 
Meadows of Dan Community As-
sociation has partnered with the 
Meadows of Dan Ruritan Club. 
He added the 20th anniversary for 
the fair coincides with the Ruritan 
Club’s 75th anniversary.  

The scheduled activities and per-
formances will offer something for 
everyone, including a history of 
Mayberry Church, 9:30 a.m. at the 
Mayberry Presbyterian Church; 
wine presentation by Villa Appa-
lachia Winery, 10:30 a.m. at the 

community center; the Country 
Boys are set to perform from 12-2 
p.m.; A jazz group, Triquetra, will 
entertain guests at Villa Appala-
chia Winery from 1-4 p.m.; Ruritan 
Club’s anniversary celebration be-
gins, 2 p.m. at the community cen-
ter; old-fashioned singing, 5 p.m., 
at Concord Church.

A prayer tent will be situated at 
Meadows of Dan Baptist Church; 
sheep will be sheared, and peach 
butter-making will be underway 
at Jane’s Café throughout the day, 
and Meadows of Dan Elementary 
School’s Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion (PTO) will host its annual fish 
fry.

Refer to the Meadows of Dan 
Facebook page for a full list of 
times and events.

Meteor shower lights up skies

A stunning meteor shower 
known as the Perseids was vis-
ible late Sunday/early Monday in 
Patrick County. Perseids are vis-
ible annually, mid-July to Sep-
tember 1, as it passes through. 

Up to 100 meteors were expected 
per hour, as it moved at a speed of 
133,200 miles per hour (214,365 
kilometers per hour), according 
to online reports. 

By Ali Wood Golf Tournament proceeds to benefit 
Community Kitchen Project 

Registration is open for the Reyn-
olds Homestead 3rd annual golf 
tournament.

The event will be held on Satur-
day, September 28 at Gordon Trent 
Golf Course, 2160 Golf Course Road 
in Stuart, Virginia.  

The tournament is one of the 
Reynolds Homestead’s primary fun-
draisers, and this year’s proceeds 
will support the kitchen expansion 
project. The Reynolds Homestead is 
developing plans for a community 
kitchen which will be connected to 
the Community Engagement Cen-
ter. The kitchen will offer culinary 
classes taught by Patrick & Henry 
Community College and area chefs 
and will serve as a business incuba-
tor for those interested in develop-
ing a food-based business.  

The Captain’s Choice team tour-
nament fees are $50 per person. In-
dividual golfers and twosomes will 
be grouped into four person teams. 
The tournament includes a 50/50 
raffle and a raffle for prizes pro-
vided by area businesses and sup-
porters. A BBQ lunch of pulled pork 
or chicken, buns, baked beans, slaw 
and chips will be served to all golf-
ers. Guests may join the barbeque 
lunch for $15 per person. 

Sponsors are being sought for the 
tournament. Sponsorship for tees 
or holes is $100 each. Call Martin 
at (276) 732-6950 or Julie Walters 
Steele at (276) 694-7181 ext. 23, if 
interested in sponsorships, regis-
tering a team, or providing a prize 
for the raffle. 

Golfers at the 2023 tournament, by Julie Walters Steele

Marksmen participate in Central District 

The Patrick County 4-H Marks-
men recently traveled to Holiday 
Lake 4-H Educational Center in 
Appomattox, Virginia on Satur-
day, July 13 to take part in the 
2024 Central District Shooting 
Education Competition. Thirteen 
4-H shooting clubs from around 
the state attended, with more 
than 99 kids competing in six dif-
ferent events. Competing for the 
Patrick County 4-H Marksmen 
were Abby Corriher, Levi Cor-
riher, Gabe Reynolds, Jada Hyl-
ton, Lucas Black, Trenton Miller, 
Reagan Underwood, Cooper Wik-
strom, and Maci Whitlock.

For more information on the 
2024 Central District Shooting 
Education Competition results 
visit http://www.orionresults.
com/vt  and choose Central Dis-
trict 2024 under the recent re-
sults section.

The Patrick County 4-H Marks-
men use shooting as a vehicle to 
teach youth ages 9-19 life skills 
such as responsibility, self-dis-
cipline, and teamwork through 
skills learned in archery, muzzle 
loading, pistol, rifle, and shot-
gun.  Through these disciplines, 
youth also learn firearm safety 

and marksmanship. Thanks to 
our generous supporters Ameri-
can Legion Post 105 and Mead-
ows of Dan Veterans of Foreign 
Wars.

The Patrick County 4-H Marks-
men Club practices in Stuart. 
New members are welcome in Oc-
tober.  For more information, call 
the Patrick County Extension Of-
fice at (276) 694-3341.

(Left to right) Jada Hylton, Maci Whitlock, Reagan Underwood, Cooper Wikstrom, Lucas 
Black, Trenton Miller.

(Left to right) Abby Corriher, Levi Corriher.           
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Terms/Conditions - Selling for the Estate of Ronald R. Crouch; who was a successful businessman in this area and which can be 
seen in the contents of the home.   Personal Property – Selling “AS IS”. Sale goes to highest Bidder, 10% Buyers Premium. Cash 
or Good Check, Items must be paid for before leaving the premises. Announcements made day of Auction supersede all prior 
communications. Contact Auction Office for details.  Berry Elliot Agent will be on premises for sale of House.

Partial Listing: (Selling by the room) * Henkel-Harris Corner Hutch * Omega Gold Plated Watch * 
Lead Crystal Vase * Gun Cabinet * Radio Controlled Airplane, 5’ Wingspan * Stack-on Tool Box/tools * 
Hand Tools * Refrigerator * Arnold Palmer Award Plate * Secretary * Computer Desk *Lane Cedar 
Chest * Dresser by Bassett * Aircraft Stamps * Dresser by Hooker * Lamps * Twin Beds * Book 
Shelves * Crossley Radio * Recliner * Sofa * End Tables * TV * Picture of Airplane signed by Jack 
Hankins WWII * Ceramic Heater * Leaf Blower * Patio Furniture * Step Ladder * Lawn Mowers * Dolly 
* Large Assortment of glass ware / serving sets / different patterns, Plates /  Saucers / Cups / Bowls * 
Baking Ware * Frying Pans * Stoneware, Cooking Utensils – too many to list * Coffee Maker * Juicer * 
Martha Stewart Stock Pot * Upright Vacuum * Many Pictures * Earth-ware Set * Recent purchased 
$2600 Recliner * Office Furniture * Asus Computer with Flight Controls * Lead Crystal Clock * Area 
Table by Bombay * Poster Bed * Jewelry Stand * Lane Cedar Chest * Much Furniture by Hooker / 
Bassett / Henkel Harris * Watches * Bracelets * A Lot of Collectable * Whirlpool Washer/Dryer * 
Lawn/Garden Tools *    and many, many more items! Too much to list.

Directions: From Starling Avenue, turn onto Mulberry Road (at First Baptist Church) go to House 
#923 on left.   Auction sign in yard.

Estate Auction

Saturday, August 24, 2024 - 10:00 AM 
923 Mulberry Road, Martinsville, VA 24112

ANOTHER PROFESSIONAL AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:

EVANS Real Estate & Auction Company
541 Memorial Blvd., Martinsville, VA 24112

276-632-SOLD (7653) • Fax: 276-632-7179
Email:  EvansAuctionCo@gmail.com • VAAR 433/028

Superstitious - Savory 
September returns with 

Friday the 13th event
Knock on wood and hold your 

breath, Piedmont Arts’ annual 
fundraiser, Savory September, 
is returning. On Friday, Sept. 13 
at 6:30 p.m., join Piedmont Arts 
and their team of local chefs for, 
“Fortune + Flavor: Friday the 
13!” This superstitious fundrais-
er features themed small-bites, 
craft cocktails, games and raffles, 
live music, and tarot readings. 
Attire for this event is all black 
or all white. All-inclusive tick-
ets are $50 and are available on 
PiedmontArts.org or by calling 
the museum.

In addition to the food and en-
tertainment, this event will fea-
ture a 50/37/13 raffle. Tickets are 
$20 per ticket, or you can buy a 
book of 5 for $100. On the evening 
of the event, two winners will be 
selected. One will win 37% of the 
money earned, the other 13%. 
The remaining 50% will go to 
Piedmont Arts to support their 
amazing arts education and pro-
gramming in Martinsville and 
Henry County. Tickets are avail-
able at Piedmont Arts and on 

PiedmontArts.org.
Piedmont Arts’ Programs Coor-

dinator Lauren Ellis will be pro-
viding tarot readings. She has 
been reading cards for ten years 
and has learned from some of the 
premiere tarot writers and teach-
ers in the country. For $5, you can 
get a one-card draw that will give 
you an overview of a question, or 
for $20 you can get a 3-card past/
present/future spread.

Live music will be provided by 
Jake Earles, a feature at Pied-
mont Arts events. A singer and 
songwriter from Axton, he spent 
20 years living in Nashville, 
Tn. — playing everywhere from 
honky tonks to the Grand Ole 
Opry — and has toured the coun-
try with acts like Tim McGraw. 
Earles brings a mix of country, 
Americana, folk and soul to the 
stage.

Piedmont Arts is a nonprofit 
art located at 215 Starling Ave., 
Martinsville. Museum hours are 
Tuesday through Saturday from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission is free. 
Learn more at PiedmontArts.org.

Crash results in 
death of Stuart man

The Virginia State Police are 
investigating a single-vehicle 
crash, which resulted in a fatal-
ity.  The crash occurred on Mon-
day, August 5, at 7:35 p.m. on 
U.S. 58, two tenths of a mile east 
of Virginia 831 in Patrick Coun-
ty.

A 2014 Chevrolet Malibu was 
traveling east on U.S. 58, when 

the vehicle ran off the right side 
of the roadway, struck the guard-
rail and the embankment.

The driver of the Chevrolet was 
identified as William Aiden Roy-
all, 19, of Stuart, Va. He was not 
wearing his seatbelt and died at 
the scene.

The crash remains under inves-
tigation.

Input sought on 
Transportation Plan 

RIDE Solutions, which serves as 
the commuter assistance program 
for the West Piedmont Region and 
is a subsidiary of the statewide 
ConnectingVA commuter resources 
program, is developing a strate-
gic plan to identify commuter and 
general transportation needs in 
our region, and to formulate strat-
egies to meet those needs. Specifi-
cally, the plan will assess alterna-
tive transportation modes such as 
bus service, carpooling, vanpooling, 
and to a lesser extent, bicycling in-
frastructure throughout the region, 
and perhaps beyond. 

Covid and changing dynamics in 
our region have continued to shape 
how and where residents are em-
ployed and travel for their work 
and non-work trips alike; therefore, 
this plan will help us to identify the 
latest trends and to plan for them 
accordingly. 

“While large metro areas such as 
Richmond and Northern Virginia 

are served by extensive transit sys-
tems and ride-share services such 
as Uber and Lyft, not to mention 
vanpools, many of those options are 
not readily available in our region,” 
said Joe Bonanno, Senior Planner 
with the West Piedmont Planning 
District Commission and the RIDE 
Solutions Regional Coordinator. 
“This plan will help us to better un-
derstand where the needs are, and 
the types of transportation options 
desired by the residents of our re-
gion.” 

This plan would be incomplete 
without your input, so we encour-
age you to take a brief survey to 
help us understand where you be-
lieve the greatest transportation 
needs are and how we can address 
them – even if you don’t commute 
or are not currently in the work-
force. The survey will be available 
until Sunday, September 15, and 
can be accessed at www.survey-
mokey.com/r/2BSWHP8.

Warner questions social 
platform’s ability to keep 

harmful content from minors
U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner has 

turned his attention to Discord, an 
instant messaging social platform, 
and is pressing for details about the 
company’s alleged failure to safe-
guard minors and stop the prolif-
eration of violent predatory groups 
who target children with the goal of 
forcing them to end their own lives 
and livestream the act online.

Warner’s action follows a Sep-
tember warning from the FBI alert-
ing Americans to the existence of 
these violent online groups, which 
exist on messaging platforms and 
deliberately extort children into 
producing child sexual abuse ma-
terial (CSAM) or sharing acts of 
self-harm online. According to the 
warning, issued by the FBI’s Inter-
net Crime Complaint Center, these 
groups target minors between the 
ages of 8 and 17 years old and fo-
cus on racial and ethnic minorities, 
LGBTQ+ youth, and those who 
struggle with a variety of mental 
health issues.

“I am extremely concerned about 
this abuse, and I am profoundly 
saddened that it has affected Vir-
ginia families, including the daugh-
ter of a military family who was co-
erced into self-harm and to attempt 
suicide,” wrote Warner, D-Alex-
andria. “I recognize that Discord’s 
Trust & Safety team is aware of 
this type of activity and has taken 
some actions to detect and remove 
some of these violent groups from 
their platforms. However, despite 
increased moderation, predators 
continue to target minors on your 
platform.”

“As a teenager, I fell victim to the 
cruel manipulation of violent pred-
atory groups on Discord. During a 
period in my life where I struggled 
with anxiety, depression, and eat-
ing disorders, they took advantage 
of my feelings of isolation, and en-
couraged me to self-harm and even 
end my life.  While I’m deeply grate-
ful to have escaped their abuse, I’m 
heartbroken to know that this vio-
lent, dangerous behavior persists 
on Discord,” said Abrielle, the Vir-
ginia teenager who was allegedly 
coerced by “King” into attempting 

suicide before being found by first 
responders in time to save her life.  

“I urge you to devote more re-
sources to this problem, including 
dedicating a greater number of con-
tent moderators, investigators, en-
gineers, and legal professionals to 
it,” Warner wrote. “It is my under-
standing that Discord currently en-
forces its policies through actions 
like suspending policy-violating 
users’ accounts and servers, as well 
as banning their Internet Protocol 
(IP) addresses and email address-
es. I also understand that there are 
far more sophisticated measures, 
such as device-based or cookie-
based bans, that could be taken 
to prevent identified malign users 
from returning to your platform. 
Further, I am aware of measures 
that could be used to proactively 
detect harmful activity and initiate 
an early intervention to prevent 
harm and loss of life.”

In the letter, Warner demands 
answers to a series of questions 
about the company’s efforts to ad-
dress these predatory groups. 
Specifically, he asks that Discord 
outline its policies and procedures 
around content that violates Dis-
cord’s Terms of Service, and that it 
share more information on its de-
tection mechanisms, enforcement 
actions, measures to prevent the 
re-entry of malicious actors, and 
more. He also requests answers on 
the number of accounts that have 
been removed over the last four 
years, and the quantity of suicide 
ideation or depiction content. 

The letter follows recommenda-
tions issued in July by the Biden-
Harris Administration’s Kids On-
line Health and Safety Task Force 
to address the online health and 
safety for children and youth, with 
specific recommendations made to 
industry. It also comes on the heels 
of the Senate passage of the Kids 
Online Safety Act (“KOSA”) and 
the Children and Teens’ Online Pri-
vacy Protection Act (“COPPA 2.0”), 
which will require online platforms 
to take specific measures to protect 
the safety and privacy of children 
using their platforms.

Kaine Releases New Plank 
of Kitchen Table Agenda 

Last week at a roundtable in 
Floyd, U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine re-
leased a new plank of his “Kaine 
Kitchen Table Agenda:” invest-
ing in career and technical edu-
cation.  

“I’m proud to be a champion 
for investing in career and tech-
nical education in the Senate. 
I started the Senate Career 
and Technical Education Cau-
cus to bring together members 
from both sides of the aisle who 
want to ensure the future of our 
workforce is in good hands,” 
said Kaine, D-Richmond. “An 
important part of building up 
the local workforce and part-
nering with career and tech-
nical centers is ensuring that 
students are aware of opportu-
nities outside of a traditional 
path. That’s why I am releasing 
the second plank of my Kaine 
Kitchen Table economic agenda 
today.” 

Kaine’s Jumpstarting Our 
Businesses by Supporting Stu-
dents (JOBS) Act would allow 
students to use federal Pell 
Grants to afford high-quality, 
shorter-term job training pro-
grams. He believes that ex-
panding Pell Grant eligibility 
will open students to more op-
portunities outside of the tradi-
tional path.  

 In June, Kaine released the 
first plank of his Kitchen Table 
Agenda and highlighted his 
work to lower prescription drug 
costs. Around the Common-
wealth, in the coming months, 
Senator Kaine will highlight 
new planks of his plan to dis-
cuss how he is working to lower 
costs for all Virginians. Other 
planks of his “Kaine Kitchen 
Table Agenda” include cutting 
the cost of child care, slashing 
taxes for working families, and 
making housing affordable. 

FOR MORE, VIS IT  THE 
ENTERPRISE AT 

WWW.ENTERPRISE.NET
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Puzzle Answers!

Farmers markets 
support small vendors, 
provide food security

By Will Walkey
Virginia News Connection
National Farmers Market Week 

was recently celebrated, and Vir-
ginia’s agricultural community 
is using that platform to pro-
mote food security and the other 
benefits that your local farmers 
market provides. Thousands of 
vendors sell produce, crafts and 
other products at markets across 
the Commonwealth.

Jess McClelland, communica-
tions coordinator with the non-
profit Virginia Fresh Match, said 
when you buy direct from local 
businesses rather than big box 
stores, that’s putting more mon-
ey into your neighbors’ pockets.

“During a time when farmers 
are facing increasing economic 
challenges, shopping local at 
farmers markets is one of the 
best ways that people can en-
sure that farmers can make a liv-
ing and continue providing their 
communities with access to fresh 
food and also support farmland 
preservation,” McClelland said.

Many markets also accept gov-

ernment assistance benefits, in-
cluding SNAP (food stamps) and 
SUN Bucks, which can be used 
through Virginia Fresh Match. 
Agriculture is Virginia’s largest 
private industry, yet more than 
700,000 residents in the Com-
monwealth are considered food 
insecure.

Jenny Lester Moffitt, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Under-
secretary, said farmers markets 
can fill gaps in food deserts where 
healthy fruits and vegetables are 
expensive or hard to find.

“It’s about selling food, but it’s 
also about that nutrition educa-
tion, and it’s also about farmer 
and farming education too, where 
you get to talk with the farmer 
who’s growing your product,” she 
said.

Many products are in season 
across the Commonwealth now, 
including tomatoes, peaches, 
peppers and cherries. More infor-
mation about your local market, 
such as hours of operation and 
wheelchair or pet accessibility, is 
available at vafma.org.

Latest survey indicates 
increase in workers 

switching jobs
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-

tistics’ May 2024 Job Openings 
and Labor Turnover Survey 
(JOLTS) reports the churn rate, 
an indicator of worker movement 
from job to job, increased over 
the month, according to Virginia 
Works (the Virginia Department 
of Workforce Development and 
Advancement). 

The most recent BLS JOLTS 
survey data suggests the number 
of May 2024 hires in Virginia rose 
by 23,000 over the month and 
was up by 28 percent from five 
years earlier. BLS JOLTS data 
provides information on all the 
pieces that go into the net change 
in the number of jobs. These 
components include job open-
ings, hires, layoffs, voluntary 
quits, and other job separations 
(which includes retirements and 
worker deaths). Putting those 
components together reveals the 
overall change in payroll employ-
ment. JOLTS data is seasonally 
adjusted and describes condi-
tions on the last business day of 
the month. Current month’s data 
are preliminary and the previous 
month’s data have been revised.

On the last business day in 
May, there were 257,000 job 
openings in Virginia, season-
ally adjusted, a 4,000 increase 
from April’s revised figure. The 
number of U.S. job openings the 
number of job openings changed 
little at 8.1 million. This measure 
was down by 1.2 million over the 
year. Job openings decreased in 
accommodation and food services 
(-147,000) and in private edu-
cational services (-34,000). The 
number of job openings increased 
in state and local government, 
excluding education (+117,000), 
durable goods manufacturing 
(+97,000), and federal govern-
ment (+37,000). The largest in-
creases in the job openings level 
occurred in California (+90,000) 
and New York (+45,000), as well 
as in New Jersey and Washing-
ton +38,000 each). The decreases 
occurred in Texas (-76,000), Ten-
nessee (-22,000), and Arizona 
(-21,000).

In Virginia, the May job open-
ings rate was 5.7 percent, little 
changed from April’s rate. The 
U.S. rate was little changed at 
4.9 percent in May. The largest 
increases in job openings rates 
occurred in Washington (+1.0 
percentage point) and in Indiana 
and New Jersey (+0.8 point each). 
A significant decrease occurred 
in Texas (-0.5 point).

The number of hires in Virginia 
rose to 189,000 in May, an in-
crease of 23,000 over the month 
and up by 11,000 from May 2023. 
JOLTS defines hires as all addi-
tions to the payroll during the 
month. The number of hires was 
29 percent lower than the series 
high of 267,000 set in June 2020. 
In May, the number of hires was 
little changed at 5.8 million. 
Over the year, hires were down 
by 415,000. The largest increas-
es in the hires level occurred in 
New York (+43,000), Michigan 
(+32,000), and North Dakota 
(+4,000). A significant decrease 
occurred in Louisiana (-15,000). 
In Virginia, the 4.5 hires rate was 
an increase from April’s revised 
3.9 percent rate. The U.S. rate, 
at 3.6 percent, changed little in 
May. Large increases in the hires 
rate occurred in North Dakota 
(+0.8 percentage point), Michigan 
(+0.7 point), and New York (+0.4 
point). The decrease occurred in 
Louisiana (-0.8 point).

The Virginia hires-per-job-
openings (HPJO) ratio rose to 
0.74, its highest level since De-
cember 2020. This measure shows 
the rate of hiring compared to 
open jobs and is a proxy for time 
to fill positions.

In May 2024, there were 0.5 
unemployed per job opening in 
the Commonwealth, compared to 
nationwide, with 0.8 unemployed 
per job opening nationwide. In 
Virginia, the unemployed per job 
opening ratio (sometimes called 
the ‘job seekers ratio’) peaked 
at 4.4 unemployed per job open-
ing in February 2010 during the 
Great Recession, while the num-
ber of unemployed workers per 
job opening stood at 3.3 in April 
2020 during the height of pan-
demic employment impacts.

Total separations in Virginia 

increased by 17,000 to 168,000. 
Nationwide, the number of total 
separations in May changed lit-
tle at 5.4 million. This measure 
was down by 424,000 over the 
year. Large increases in the to-
tal separations level occurred in 
Massachusetts (+30,000), as well 
as in Idaho and Montana (+9,000 
each). A significant decrease oc-
curred in Ohio (-32,000). The Vir-
ginia total separations rate rose 
to 4.0 percent, the highest rate 
in a year. The U.S. total separa-
tions rate changed little at 3.4 
percent. Significant increases in 
total separations rates occurred 
in Montana (+1.6 percentage 
points), Idaho (+1.0 point), and 
Massachusetts (+0.8 point). A 
significant decrease occurred in 
Ohio (-0.5 point).

An estimated 111,000 workers 
quit jobs from Virginia employ-
ers in May. The number of quits 
increased 15,000 from April’s re-
vised figure. That was lower by 16 
percent over-the-year but 19 per-
cent higher than five years ear-
lier. Quits, a component of total 
separations, are voluntary sepa-
rations initiated by the employee. 
In May, the number of quits na-
tionwide was little changed at 3.5 
million. Over the year, quits were 
down by 550,000.

 Significant increases in the 
quits level occurred in Califor-
nia (+75,000) and Massachusetts 
(+19,000), as well as in Idaho 
and Mississippi (+7,000 each). 
Large decreases occurred in 
Florida (-71,000), Ohio (-25,000), 
and Colorado (-23,000). The quits 
rate in the Commonwealth edged 
up to 2.6 percent and remained 
at levels seen over the last two 
years. The U.S. rate was 2.2 per-
cent for the seventh month in a 
row in May. Significant increases 
in quits rates occurred in Idaho 
(+0.7 percentage point), Massa-
chusetts (+0.5 point), and Cali-
fornia (+0.4 point). Significant 
decreases occurred in Colorado 
(-0.8 point), Florida (-0.7 point), 
and Ohio (-0.4 point).

The number of layoffs and dis-
charges in Virginia was 49,000 in 
May. This was up by 20 percent 
over the year and up by a third 
from five years earlier. Layoffs 
and discharges are countercy-
clical, which means that layoffs 
typically increase during eco-
nomic contractions and decrease 
during economic expansions. In 
May, the number of U.S. layoffs 
and discharges changed little at 
1.7 million. Significant increases 
in the layoffs and discharges lev-
el occurred in Florida (+51,000), 
Texas (+34,000), as well as in 
Montana and Oklahoma (+9,000 
each). Significant decreases oc-
curred in Arizona (-12,000) and 
Connecticut (-7,000).

The Virginia layoffs and dis-
charges rate edged up to 1.2 
percent, while the U.S. rate was 
little changed at 1.0 percent but 
for establishments with 5,000 
or more employees, the layoffs 
and discharges rate increased. 
The largest increases occurred 
in Montana (+1.7 percentage 
points), Florida (+0.6 point), and 
Oklahoma (+0.5 point). The de-
creases occurred in Connecticut 
(-0.5 point) and Arizona (-0.4 
point).

The May ‘churn’ rate (the sum 
of the hires rate and total separa-
tions rate) in Virginia rose by a 
full percentage point from April’s 
revised 7.5 percent figure, the 
fastest pace in a year. This was a 
departure from nationwide as re-
cent U.S. trends indicated a con-
tinued deceleration of movement 
of workers from job to job since 
the beginning of 2022. While 
more volatile month-to-month, 
Virginia’s pace has been more ac-
tive for over a year.

 On the last business day in 
May 2024, hiring in Virginia re-
mained more prevalent than be-
fore the pandemic as the number 
of hires and hires per job open-
ing rose to their highest level in a 
year. At the same time, job sepa-
rations also rose over the month, 
primarily driven by job quitting. 
This increased hiring and sepa-
ration activity pushed a measure 
of job change velocity, the churn 
rate, upward, indicating a still-
active labor market for job seek-
ers in the Commonwealth head-
ing into summer. 

Maryland Man Pleads 
Guilty to Sex Trafficking

A Maryland man, who used the 
drug dependency of at least three 
adult women to compel them to en-
gage in commercial sex work, pled 
guilty Tuesday to federal charges.

William O’Neil Murray III, 36, 
pled guilty to one count of sex traf-
ficking by force, fraud, or coercion.

According to court documents, 
beginning in December 2021 and 
continuing through July 2022, 
Murray engaged in a multistate 
sex trafficking operation involving 
at least three adult female victims. 
Murray recruited and coerced his 
victims into sex work using their 
drug dependency as his primary 
method of control.

Murray controlled his victims’ 
narcotics use, not allowing them 
to obtain drugs from anyone but 
himself, therefore taking complete 
control of each victim’s drug de-
pendency. Murray would withhold 
drugs from his victims if they did 
not follow his directions or engage 
in commercial sex. Many of the 
victims described becoming “dope-

sick” when Murray withheld drugs 
from them. Thus, Murray stood 
between them and the threat of 
withdrawal. Murray knew that 
withholding drugs from the vic-
tims would have a coercive effect 
and incentivize them to obey him.

Murray managed every aspect 
of the commercial sex transac-
tions. The defendant used various 
commercial sex websites, such as 
Skipthegames.com to set up dates 
with commercial sex customers, 
set the prices, booked the hotel 
rooms, and transported his victims 
to the dates. Murray received all 
the proceeds from the commercial 
sex acts.

Murray maintained strict con-
trol over his victims’ activities 
including requiring them to stay 
in communication with him while 
they completed their commercial 
sex “dates.” Victims were not al-
lowed to go anywhere without 
Murray’s permission and were 
punished if they did so, according 
to court documents. 
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• After 10 minutes of looking at your-
self in a mirror in a dimly lit room, your 
bored brain will distort your reflection, 
triggering the appearance of imaginary 
monsters such as “Bloody Mary.”

• Sologamy is the act of marrying 
yourself.

• In 1895, there were only two cars in 
the entire state of Ohio … and they still 
ended up crashing into each other.

• The record for most passengers on 
an airplane was set in 1991 when 1,086 
Ethiopian Jews were evacuated to Jeru-
salem on a Boeing 747. However, the 
plane landed with 1,088 passengers, 
as two babies made their earthly debut 
during the flight.

• Pineapples were a status symbol 
in 18th century England. In fact, they 
were so expensive that you could rent 
them by the night and take them to par-
ties with you.

• In the first quarter after COVID 
lockdowns, lipstick sales shot up nearly 
50%.

• The Apollo 11 astronauts had to go 
through customs upon their return to 
Earth and declare moon rocks, moon 
dust and other lunar samples, according 
to the form signed by all three and filed 
at the Honolulu Airport in Hawaii on 
July 24, 1969.

• Cymothoa exigua is a parasite that 
severs the blood vessels of a fish’s 
tongue and becomes a new functional 
tongue. 

• Bella and Edward’s relationship 
in the “Twilight” book and film series 
meets all 15 criteria set by the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline for being in 
an abusive relationship.

• An estimated 10% of Europeans are 
immune to HIV infection because they 
have an ancestor who survived bubonic 
plague.

***
Thought for the Day: “It isn’t what 

you have, or who you are, or where you 
are, or what you are doing that makes 
you happy or unhappy. It is what you 
think about.” — Dale Carnegie
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 (See New School Year p. 14)

SovahHealth.com

Specializes in:

Iaisha Penn, NP
Family Medicine

Board-certified Nurse
Practitioner

Sovah Family Medicine -
Martinsville
110 Commonwealth Blvd. W
Martinsville, VA 24112

Graduate:

Undergraduate:

Specializes in: 
• Sports medicine 
• Arthritis 
• Shoulder replacement surgery 
• Knee, shoulder, and hip surgery 
• Arthroscopic surgery 
• Cartilage restoration 
• ACL reconstruction 
• Rotator cuff repair surgery 

Welcome 
Patrick Szukics, DO 

Orthopedics 

Sovah Orthopedics & Sports
Medicine - Martinsville 

1100 E Church St.
Martinsville, VA 24112 

Medical School 
Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine 
Philadelphia, PA
 
Residency
Jefferson Health New
Jersey 
Stratford, NJ 

Fellowship 
UHZ Baptist Health
Miami, FL

Welcoming new patients 
Schedule an appointment by calling 

276.638.2354 

SovahHealth.com 

A brand new school year gets underway
Local students in Henry County and Mar-

tinsville schools returned to classes Wednes-
day for the start of a brand new year. City 
officials that included City Manager Aretha 

Ferrell-Benavides, Martinsville Sheriff Steve 
Draper, Martinsville Police Chief Rob Finch-
er and others were among those on hand to 
welcome students. Pictured is the reception 

for students attending Martinsville City Pub-
lic Schools.
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More Legals, continued on page 8

Be sure to like the Henry County Enterprise on Facebook

New School Year
(cont. from page 13)

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services


