
Issues among council won’t impact city residents
By Debbie Hall
Martinsville Mayor LC Jones reassured 

residMartinsville Mayor LC Jones reassured 
residents that disagreements among members 
of city council will not impact their ability to 
act in the city’s best interests.

“There is still unity to get things done,” Jones 
said. “That doesn’t mean we won’t have strife. 
If people have been paying attention, these 
things have been happening for a while. Peo-
ple are just now catching on because it’s really 
started to hit the media.”

Jones cited the recent remarks about Ray-
shaun Gravely’s campaign for city council as 
a tipping point. Even then, Jones said he did 
not go public or seek out the media, but “I did 
speak about this to friends in our circle.”

Before he was approached by a Henry County 
Enterprise reporter “in reference to my support 
for” Gravely, “I held that in,” Jones said. “No-

body had asked me about it. But when you ask 
me, I’m going to tell exactly how things were 
going.” 

Jones said he knew that discussing the situ-
ation would be contentious, and a “problem for 
me, but I’m going to let you know this is what 
I’m doing” and why. “I’m going to be truthful.” 

As a result, Jones shared comments that he 
said were made behind closed doors by Vice 
Mayor Aaron Rawls about Gravely’s campaign. 

Rawls later cited Gravely’s inexperience and 
other issues as concerns.

“I want him (Gravely) to have a fair and equal 
chance” without interference, Jones said, add-
ing he would help any candidate. Aside from 
that, he does not “want to be involved in the 
election.”

But the aftermath of that situation prompted 
some residents to call for unity among council 

Mental Health Walk to 
raise awareness, honor 

Angelina Moreton-Cobbler

By Jessica Dillon
The 4RC Commu-

nity Mental Health 
Walk will be held 

on September 28 in 
memory of 15-year-
old Angelina More-
ton-Cobbler, who died 
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4th Floor
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276-790-3233
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Schools bid to change funding 
process fails, board hears update 

on broadband expansion
By Taylor Boyd
For the second time in nearly as 

many months, the Henry County 
School system requested a change 
to how it receives local funding, but 
the motion failed to gain support at 
the Tuesday, Sept. 24 Board of Su-
pervisors meeting.

County Administrator Dale Wag-
oner presented the request, which 
sought to change the allocation of 
public education funds from cat-
egorical to lump sum funding. Cur-
rently, the board of supervisors 
must approve transfers between 
budget categories. Under the pro-
posed change, the school board 
would have more flexibility to move 
funds between categories without 
requiring board approval.

“This would allow the school sys-
tem to shift funds between catego-
ries as needed, while still providing 

the board oversight through access 
to the Munis accounting system,” 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Amy 
Blake-Lewis said.

She explained that the current 
system requires every transfer to 
go before the board, which can slow 
down the process. She emphasized 
that even with lump sum funding, 
the board would still be able to mon-
itor transactions through Munis, 
the county’s accounting system.

Garrett Dillard, who represents 
the Iriswood District and also 
works as the school division’s Direc-
tor of Community Learning, asked 
for clarification on the pros and cons 
of the change. 

Blake-Lewis pointed to increased 
efficiency as the primary advan-
tage, noting that the board of super-
visors has never denied a request 

AEP External Affairs Manager Amanda Cox discusses the company’s role in the broadband 
expansion project.

City to acquire former 
country club for solar site

By Jessica Dillon
The council convened on Sept. 24 

to address several topics, including 
the approval of a former country 
club site that would be used for so-
lar.

Planning for the solar site began 
in 2020 with the execution of a pow-
er purchase agreement (PPA). How-
ever, the project was left in limbo 
after the investor terminated the 
agreement in May 2024. The city 
was given the option to purchase 
the former Lynwood Country Club 
property, located on the former Du-
pont parcel.

The city has been seeking a “be-
hind the meter” solar project since 
2014, with five solid waste manage-
ment units on the site that would 

Ayla Gordon, with her father Sifu Kristian Gordon, is recognized by the council for her 
world championship win.

Rico Johnson addresses the council about 
ongoing accusations of underage drinking 
at Kornna Kitchen.

Martinsville Mayor LC Jones reassured residents that 
despite discord among city council members, city services 
will not be affected.

Kornna Kitchen Prioritizes 
Community Focus

By Jessica Dillon
Rico Johnson opened Kornna 

Kitchen in Uptown Martinsville 
just over a year ago. Since then, his 
focus has been on serving the com-
munity—often feeding essential 
workers and hosting vibrant week-
end events.

“My journey here has been amaz-
ing. I never thought when I opened 
the place in the middle of Preston, in 
the middle of nowhere, that it would 
take off this quickly,” Johnson said 
of the eatery that began in the coun-
ty and then moved to Martinsville. 
With support from his wife, John-
son worked to promote the restau-
rant during its early days.

“I wanted a place where I could 
wave and say, ‘Hello, how are you 
doing? Welcome,’” said Johnson, re-
calling the warm reception the res-
taurant received. He attributes its 
success to the quality of its food. 

“This isn’t just my place—it’s our place. It’s 
not Rico’s place; it’s a community place.” 
- Rico Johnson, who aims to make Kornna 
Kitchen a cultural hub in Martinsville.

In memory of Angelina Moreton-Cobbler, who passed away 
on November 24, 2020. (Contributed)

� (See Issues p. 4)

� (See Broadband p. 5)
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“The food is prepared—there’s a 
difference between prepared food 
and cooked food, and that’s the dif-
ference at Kornna Kitchen,” John-
son said, explaining that many 
chain buffets simply reheat food, 

while his restaurant carefully pre-
pares each dish. “Every tomato, 
onion, cucumber—it’s done here, 
prepared with care.”

Johnson emphasizes that prepar-
ing food requires time, love, and 

thought. “Every plate that goes out 
is a piece of us.” Even the staff at 
Kornna Kitchen are selected care-
fully, based not just on their work 
skills but on how well they work 
together. “I choose my employees 
based on how we work together be-
cause I’m passionate about food.”

Cleanliness and respect for food 
are essential for his team. “That’s 
why I teach SafeServ and Food-
Serv,” said Johnson, who has been 
working with food since the late 
1980s.

“To think that Martinsville 
would bring me this much joy and 
fuel my passion—I never would’ve 
guessed it. This city means a lot to 
me,” he said. 

Johnson often gives back to the 
community by offering free lunches 
to city employees, teachers, bus 

dr ivers , 
and vari-
ous char-
ities.

“ I t ’ s 
not about 
the mon-
ey; it’s 
a b o u t 
d e d i -
c a t i o n 
and how 
m u c h 
you con-
t r i b u t e 
to the 
p e o p l e 
who mat-
ter,” said 
Johnson, 

who envisions Kornna Kitchen as 
part of the “evolution” of Martins-
ville. He believes it will help at-
tract large businesses back to the 
area. “If you’re fun, exciting, new, 
and fresh, people will gravitate to-
ward that.”

Kornna Kitchen aims to create 
a new vibe and energy daily. The 
restaurant is dedicated to draw-
ing in a diverse range of customers 
and making Martinsville a livelier 
place. “We’ve tried different things 
and continue experimenting to fig-
ure out how to make this commu-
nity a more vibrant place.”

Johnson says Martinsville needs 
both small businesses and corpo-
rate entities to thrive. “We have to 
trigger economic growth from the 
ground up.”

He’s also focused on making Ko-
rnna Kitchen a place where people 
of all backgrounds feel welcome. 
“This isn’t just my place—it’s our 
place. It’s not Rico’s place; it’s a 
community place.” Johnson be-
lieves Martinsville has the poten-
tial to grow and credits the sup-
portive citizens for that.

Kornna Kitchen serves a variety 
of prepared dishes, with a special 
focus on seafood. The restaurant 
also offers Washington, D.C.’s sig-
nature Mumbo sauce, a nod to the 
capital’s cuisine.

Kornna Kitchen is open daily 
from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m., except Tues-
days. To stay updated on events, 
follow the restaurant’s Facebook 
page, where Johnson and his team 
regularly post updates.

Kornna Kitchen
(cont. from page 1)

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

407 Starling Avenue, Martinsville, VA 24112
(276) 632-9266 | www.martinsvillesmiles.com

At Martinsville Smiles, you choose your dentist, and he’s there for you at each visit.

Founded in 1960, Martinsville Smiles provides dental care for your entire family
and a personalized strategy that prevents problems that cause pain and saves

your teeth to enable you to have a lifetime of healthy smiles.

Visit MartinsvilleSmiles.com
to choose your dentist

and make your appointment  
or call 276 632-9266.

Dr. David Stafford • Dr. Charles Jenkins  Dr. Mark Crabtree • Dr. Blake Brockbank

Personal Dentists. Personal Care.

Be sure 
to like the 

Henry County 
Enterprise 

on Facebook
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Mental Health
(cont. from page 1)

Solar Site
(cont. from page 1)

(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Tuesday before the de-
sired publication date. Email to dhall@theenter-
prise.net.)

Meetings

Thursday, October 3
Henry County School Board Meeting, 5:30 

p.m., Summerlin Room County Admin Building, 
3300 Kings Mountain Road, Collinsville.

Tuesday, October 8
Horsepasture Community Meeting, 6 p.m. to 

7 p.m., Horsepasture Ruritan Building, 16209 A 
L Philpott Hwy, Martinsville.

Events

Friday, September 27 - Saturday, Sep-
tember 28

The Friends of the Blue Ridge Regional Li-
brary are hosting a book sale in the basement of 
the Main Branch, 310 E. Church St., Martins-
ville. “Members Only,” 2-5 p.m. (can join at the 
door) on Friday, and Saturday, 9:30 a.m. -2 p.m., 
is open to the public. Highlighting Civil war and 
general history books; children’s books, and a 
special sale on shelved hardback and paperback 
fiction - buy 2/get 1 free! Each group of 3 must 
be either all hardback or all paperback. All pro-
ceeds go back into the library system. Next sale 
is in December.

Henry County Fair, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m., Mar-
tinsville Speedway, 340 Speedway Road, Ridge-
way

Saturday, September 28
4RC Community Mental Health Walk 2024, 

10 a.m. to noon, Smith River Sports Complex, 
1000 Irisburg Road, Axton.

Monday, September 30
Basic Safety Training with Sea Survival, 8 

a.m. to 5 p.m., NCI, 191 Fayette St, Martins-
ville.

Wednesday, October 2
Open Studio, 1 p.m., Piedmont Arts, 215 Star-

ling Ave, Martinsville. Open Studio is offered 
every Wednesday from 1-3 p.m. Artists of all 
ages can craft and create together in the Pied-
mont Arts classroom. Sessions are self-guided 
and provide a space to socialize, learn and share 
with fellow artists. Bring your own supplies. 
Free to members and $5 for non-members. Pay 
at door.

Thursday, October 3
Chix with Sticks, 10:30 a.m., Piedmont Arts, 

215 Starling Ave, Martinsville. Knitters are 
invited to work together in the Piedmont Arts 
classroom on the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month. Sessions are self-guided and pro-
vide a space to socialize while creating. Bring 
your own supplies. Advanced registration re-
quired. Free to members, $5 for nonmembers 
who will pay at the door

Tuesday, October 8
Open Studio, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., Piedmont Arts, 

215 Starling Ave, Martinsville. Open Studio is 
offered every Wednesday from 1-3 p.m. Artists 
of all ages are invited to craft and create togeth-
er in the Piedmont Arts classroom. Sessions 
are self-guided and provide a space to socialize, 
learn, and share with fellow artists. Bring your 
own supplies. Free to members and $5 for non-
members. Pay at door.

Wednesday, October 9
Open Studio, 1 p.m., Piedmont Arts, 215 Star-

ling Ave, Martinsville. Open Studio is offered 
every Wednesday from 1-3 p.m. Artists of all 
ages are invited to craft and create together in 
the Piedmont Arts classroom. Sessions are self-
guided and provide a space to socialize, learn 
and share with fellow artists. Bring your own 
supplies. Free to members and $5 for non-mem-
bers. Pay at door.

ONGOING

The 29th annual Coats for Kids Drive is un-
derway through Nov. 29. For more information, 
call Debra Buchanan at (276) 358-1463. You 
also may drop off new or gently used coats at 
Hollywood Cinema or One-Hour Martinizing on 

Rives Road, Martinsville.

Bassett Train Station Farmers’ Market is open 
Tuesdays from 5-7 p.m. through September 24.

Uptown Farmers Market is open Saturdays 
7:30 a.m. to noon through November 16, and 
Wednesdays from 7:30 a.m. to noon through 10 
to September 25. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
days of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific 
Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, Mar-
tinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 a.m. 
The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children un-
der 12. All you can eat sausage, fried bologna, 
eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, made from 
scratch biscuits, made to order pancakes, coffee 
and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music 
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play 
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to 
a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel music 
by different bands each week. If you want, bring 
a snack to share. This event is free to the public. 
Any donations received will go to the Bassett Ru-
ritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with 
your library card. The passes are good for one 
day and exclude special events. There is a wait 
period before you can check out the pass again. 
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets Tuesdays 
at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public Library, 
3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New members 
welcome. For more information, please call Pat-
ti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

remain undisturbed. Vice Mayor 
Aaron Rawls asked if there were 
any environmental concerns re-
garding the site.

“The entire site is usable, but 
we wouldn’t want to disturb those 
five areas,” said Joyce Durwin, the 
city’s electric director. Rawls also 
inquired about the total power out-
put from the solar.

“We’re looking at about eight 
megawatts, which is roughly 10 
percent of our needs,” said Durwin, 
adding that the energy generated 
would stay within the city, and 
thereby would directly benefit resi-
dents.

Rawls suggested conducting en-
gineering studies to restore the 
city’s hydroelectric plant. While 
Durwin supported the idea, he cau-
tioned that the costs would be high. 

“I am really excited about this, 
and I think we need every single 
option we’ve got to take control of 
our power destiny,” said Rawls. 
The city plans to look at ways to 
keep energy costs from drastically 
rising in the future.

Council member Tammy Pearson 
raised concerns about the visual 
impact and potential degradation 
of the solar units. Durwin reas-
sured her that the site is a former 
industrial area, not visible from 
residential neighborhoods, and 
that decommissioning costs would 
be factored into the power pur-
chase agreement.

The council approved the motion 

and advised residents to be cau-
tious of solar installation scams. 

Pearson warned of predatory con-
tracts, and Durwin urged residents 
to contact the city before agreeing 
to any solar deals. “There are a lot 
of scams out there from a residen-
tial perspective,” she said.

Rawls proposed the idea of hir-
ing a city employee to broker deals 
with legitimate solar installers for 
residents. Durwin agreed that ex-
ploring a trusted partner could be 
beneficial.

Rawls highlighted the financial 
incentives available through the 
Inflation Reduction Act, which 
could assist households with en-
ergy efficiency improvements. He 
suggested further discussion on 
how the city could help residents 
navigate these opportunities.

The council also approved fund-
ing to improve sewer interceptors 
at Doe Run, Smith Lake Road, and 
the Martinsville Industrial Park. 
The city will contribute $559,610, 
with the remaining costs covered 
by a Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) loan.

Additionally, the council voted to 
accept a $700,000 grant for MiNet, 
with a $300,000 city share. The 
grant will aid in providing fiber in-
ternet to underserved areas.

During the public comment peri-
od, John Mahan urged the council 
to offer more support for former fel-
ons, particularly in securing hous-
ing. Mahan, a whistleblower in the 

North View Garden Apartments 
water situation, shared his person-
al struggles in finding housing due 
to a 2017 felony conviction. 

“It was wrong in 2017, and it was 
wrong today, and I will stand up 
and take responsibility for what I 
did.” 

Despite completing his parole, 
Mahan has been denied housing 
opportunities, and began living 
with his mother because he was 
not able to rent because of his re-
cord. 

At the time, he said he was told, 
“you have to be seven years clear 
of a felony before they rent you the 
apartment.” He said his applica-
tions were denied, and the goalpost 
was moved from seven years post 
without being convicted of a felony 
to seven years after he had com-
pleted parole.

“We have people returning from 
incarceration who want to do right, 
but even after serving their time, 
the stigma remains,” said Mahan, 
adding that even after even after 
the criminal record continues to be 
held over their heads.

*Restaurant owner Rico John-
son also addressed the council, 
expressing concerns over alleged 
city-initiated reports of underage 
drinking at his establishment, Ko-
rnna Kitchen. Johnson, who said 
he employs a two-tier ID check 
system, denied the accusations and 
stated that his legal team is inves-
tigating the source of the claims.

The accusation is a serious 
charge, and no evidence has ever 
been found of underage drinking at 
the restaurant, Johnson said. “I’m 
just here to cook chicken,” he said, 
adding that his restaurant follows 
strict protocols to prevent under-
age drinking, and has even caught 
four fake IDs.

*In other business, the coun-
cil heard the first reading of the 
Right of Way Abandonment for 406 
James Street. If approved, the re-
quest would lead to an amendment 
to the city’s comprehensive plan.

*Appointed new members to 
boards: 

- Anthony Jones was appointed 
to the school board with a term ex-
piring June 14, 2028.

- Marcus Stone and Ronnie Fultz 
were appointed to the Econom-
ic Development Authority, with 
terms expiring Sept. 26, 2028.

- James Frith will serve a partial 
term on the Economic Develop-
ment Authority, expiring Sept. 26, 
2025.

- Tony Williams was appointed to 
the Arts and Cultural Committee 
for a term ending June 14, 2028.

- Charles Hill joined the Arts and 
Cultural Committee for a partial 
term expiring June 14, 2026.

- Damian Wainright was ap-
pointed to the Planning Commis-
sion, with his term ending June 30, 
2028.

* Recognized Ayla Nunnehi Gor-
don, a world champion in Kung Fu.

by suicide on November 24, 2020. The event 
aims to raise awareness of mental health is-
sues among youth in the community.

The walk, titled “Walk With Love,” will 
include a three-mile walk, a bake sale, and 
a memorial tree planting for Angelina. This 
follows a similar tribute held during a pre-
vious mental health walk, where a tree was 
planted for Ian Wright, another teen who 
tragically died by suicide.

Jenny Yates, a licensed clinical social 
worker and CEO of Four Rivers Counseling, 
LLC, is helping to organize the event. “These 
were two young people suffering in isolation 
due to COVID,” Yates said. “Teens were al-
ready at risk before the pandemic, and now 
suicide is the leading cause of death for those 
aged 10 to 18.”

Although Angelina and Ian did not know 
each other, the proximity of their deaths 
deeply affected the community. Yates con-
tacted the families of both teens to create a 
walk in Angelina’s memory. A dogwood tree 
was planted in Ian’s honor at Monogram 
Foods Smith River Sports Complex in August 

2022, giving his friends a place to reflect. 
“I thought it would be beautiful to plant a 

tree for Angelina as well,” Yates said. She 
contacted Angelina’s mother, Sarah Cobbler, 
to organize the walk. Cobbler has since been 
actively involved in raising awareness about 
mental health and advocating for the destig-
matization of mental health issues. 

“When we hold mental health walks, it 
brings the issue to the forefront,” Cobbler 
said. “It means a lot to those who are strug-
gling.” She emphasized the importance of rec-
ognizing mental health struggles the same 
way people acknowledge physical health is-
sues. “Sometimes you feel so bad mentally 
that you need to take a day off.”

Angelina was a straight-A student, in-
volved in sports and extracurricular activi-
ties, and showed no obvious signs of depres-
sion. “There were no signs like people talk 
about,” Cobbler said. “She wasn’t talking 
about death, she wasn’t isolating herself.”

However, Cobbler did notice that Angelina 
seemed happier in her final days—a phenom-
enon sometimes seen in those contemplating 

suicide, as they feel relief knowing their pain 
will soon end. “We would have never known,” 
Cobbler said, reflecting on the difficulty of 
recognizing the signs.

Cobbler hopes the walk will encourage oth-
ers who are struggling with mental health 
issues to seek help. “Maybe this will cause 
someone to think twice about suicide or push 
them to get the help they need,” she said.

The $5 registration fee for the walk can be 
waived by contributing baked goods to the 
bake sale. Cobbler will be this year’s keynote 
speaker, and the group with the largest num-
ber of participants will receive a percentage 
of the donations raised. Proceeds will sup-
port the 4RC Community Scholarship Fund, 
which helps cover counseling sessions at 
Four Rivers Counseling in Martinsville.

The event will be held at the Sports Com-
plex, 1000 Irisburg Road in Axton, from 10 
a.m. to noon. If you or someone you know is 
experiencing suicidal thoughts, contact the 
Suicide Crisis Lifeline by dialing 988.
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OPINION Plans for foundation 
were born of loss

By Holly Kozelsky
Isaac Sean Rakes was something 

special, his grandmother Rhonda 
Brown said.

“I was in the delivery room when 
he was born. He is my third grand-
child. All my grandchildren are 
beautiful, but Isaac was different. 
He was perfect.”

She was fortunate to have a lot 
of time with him, too. In fact, he 
and his mother, Ashley Rakes, 
lived with her until he was 2 years 
old. His father is Terry Stump.

Isaac always had a talent for 
music. “I rocked him when he was 
a baby. When I ran out of songs, 
he would continue humming,” she 
said.

He taught himself to play guitar 
and piano. One of the special mem-
ories of him was when he played 
“Mary Did You Know” in the music 
store.

“I’d give anything if I had re-
corded it,” she said. “I just thought 
there would be more.”

Isaac killed himself on March 
20, 2022, at the age of 18, just 2 
months before he would have been 
graduated from Patrick County 
High School.

It was a complete shock, his 
grandmother said. There had been 
absolutely no sign that things 
weren’t right.

He is buried on her property. 
Near his gravesite is a box with a 
notebook and pens. “People write 
little notes and leave him gifts,” 
she said.

On his birthday, his family goes 
to the cemetery with snacks. They 
“relive memories and cry and 
laugh,” she said.

Isaac had enlisted in the Ma-
rines before his high school gradu-
ation through the delayed entry 
program. He was looking forward 
to being a Marine, she said, but 
first he wanted to help Mr. Witt 
with the band camp.

“I was so proud of him when he 
wanted to be a Marine,” Brown 
said. “He admired the discipline 
and their body language, but most-
ly he admired their band. He want-
ed to be stationed in Japan.”

Now this grandmother is talking 
through her grief with others, to 
help families in the same situation 

to heal, and also to let people con-
templating suicide know that there 
is help for them. She had a booth 
at the Patrick County Agricultural 
Fair to do just that. Looming large 
above the table was a photograph 
of Isaac in his band uniform, and 
spread out across the table were 
pamphlets and stickers with sup-
portive messages and with the 988 
Suicide and Crisis Lifeline num-
ber.

“I want people to understand. I 
know there is a stigma attached to 
suicide. It is hard to talk about. I 
have heard every remark people 
make,” she said. Yet the families 
who suffer the heartbreak of a loss 
must be able to talk about it.

“I still cry every day, but it helps 
me to talk about it,” she said.

And she worries about people, 
especially teenagers, who think 
suicide is the only solution.

“I want to reach these people I 
want them to know they do have a 
voice. They are not alone.”

She would like people in crisis to 
know that they can “talk to their 
teacher. Talk to their grandmoth-
ers! It needs to be talked about 
more.”

“Isaac was baptized. I know he’s 
in heaven. It’s hard to keep it sepa-
rated because of people’s beliefs,” 
she said.

Brown is trying to start the Isaac 
Sean Rakes Foundation. She and 
her daughters and supporters are 
raising money through yard sales, 
bake sales, a spaghetti supper 
and an upcoming Eagles bike run. 
All money raised goes to Patrick 
County High School’s band camp 
to help kids who may not be able to 
afford the band camp registration 
or associated costs.

“Music is important,” she said. 
“Isaac loved music.”

Kids “should have choir and 
band. It teaches them to get along 
with other kids. It teaches them to 
come together as a team.”

While their foundation status is 
still pending, people can make do-
nations directly to the school, she 
said. Write out a check to Patrick 
Henry High School, but note “band 
camp expenses” on the memo line. 
The mailing address is 215 Cougar 
Lane, Stuart, Va., 24171.

The looming threats
Ladies and gentlemen, I’m con-

cerned.
Over the last few years, I’ve been 

following many different threats to 
our way of life. I’ve been assured 
that these threats are real, immi-
nent, and will have horrific con-
sequences. You would think that 
people would be terrified, and yet, 
I sometimes feel like these threats 
have somehow been completely 
forgotten.

Don’t believe me? Well, allow me 
to refresh your memory. 

First off, the migrant caravan 
should be arriving any day now.

Remember back in 2018 when 
the dreaded migrant caravan was 
on its way? It was a huge issue dur-
ing the midterms! Laura Ingraham 
called it an “invading horde,” and 
Michelle Malkin called it “a full-
scale invasion by a hostile force.” It 
was a huge issue! 

That was six years ago, and I 
haven’t really heard anything 
about the migrant caravan in the 
news lately nor has my home been 
invaded by conquering Hondurans, 
so I have to assume the caravan 
got waylaid somewhere in Mexico. 
But surely it’s still coming, and af-
ter six years, it has to be REALLY 
close. Why is no one talking about 
this?

Of course, if you think that’s bad, 
wait until you hear about the Zika 
virus. Remember the Zika virus? 
One of our sitting Congressmen 
whose column routinely appears 
on the same page as this one per-
sonally assured me in 2016 that 
the Zika virus represented an exis-
tential threat to America. He was 
WAY more worried about it than 
he ever seemed to be about COVID! 
How has everyone forgotten about 
this? Am I the only one remaining 
vigilant?

Also, wasn’t Mr. Potato Head go-
ing to become gender neutral? I re-
member Tucker Carlson being very 
upset about that, and also that the 
cartoon lady M&Ms aren’t sexy 
anymore. And aren’t they about 
to ban every book Dr. Seuss ever 
wrote? I saw some of his books at 
Barnes and Noble the other day 
and stocked up. It’s going to hap-
pen any day now, just you wait. 

And let us not forget how bad 
it was when Lizzo played James 

Madison’s magical crystal flute. 
That was a terrible thing for some 
reason. I didn’t even know that 
flute existed before she played it, 
but man, I had some strong feel-
ings about it afterward. 

Then, of course, you have all 
those schools that have gender-
neutral litterboxes for students 
who identify as cats. It’s absolutely 
amazing. I don’t need to see a sin-
gle photograph or scrap of evidence 
to know that it’s entirely plausible 
that high schools are letting stu-
dents go to the bathroom in litter 
boxes in public and absolutely no 
one has recorded a video of it hap-
pening. This is the end of an era, 
folks. 

You know what else no one is 
talking about lately? Ben Ghazi. It 
was all anyone could talk about for 
years, but now it’s 12 years later 
and this maniac still hasn’t been 
brought to justice. Ben Ghazi is 
out there somewhere, and no one 
seems to care but me. And what if 
he gains access to Hillary Clinton’s 
private e-mail server? We’re at 90 
seconds to midnight here, people. 

I just don’t get it. Why am I the 
only one still focusing on this stuff? 
Has the whole world gone crazy?

Sometimes, in my darkest mo-
ments, I almost think that all of 
these threats are just minor things 
blown wildly out of proportion or 
outright fabrications designed to 
generate politically expedient out-
rage. 

Of course, a thought like that is 
every bit as crazy as these lunatics 
who are eating all the dogs and 
cats in Springfield, Ohio. 

By Ben R. Williams

Issues
(cont. from page 1)
members. 

Jones, however, said the issue 
was only the latest in a series of 
issues within the council, he said. 

“For someone who hasn’t really 
been paying attention to say, ‘LC 
is changing,’ go back to around the 
time” that Rawls appeared on Star 
News to discuss certain emails be-
tween Kathy Lawson, retired City 
Attorney Eric Monday, and oth-
ers, Jones said.

Jones did not participate in 
that interview, citing his involve-
ment in an arbitration process be-
tween the city and Monday. Had 
he participated, “number one, I 
would put myself and the city in a 
compromising situation, and then 
number 2, I’m not going to come 
out against Kathy and do these 
things now. I have the most right 
to be mad at Kathy,” who served 
on the former council.

Jones cited issues during his 
campaign that ultimately prompt-
ed him to resign from his job in 
the city and accept a similar one 
in the county. 

“But since the beginning, Kathy 
and I have been meeting at least 
once” during council rotation. 
“We’re talking, and the conversa-
tion is, forget what happened” and 
work together, Jones said. 

“She always asks me, ‘LC what 
do I need to do? How can we move 
forward with this’ or ‘how can we 
come to an agreement on doing 
this or that,’” Jones said, adding he 
decided to “put my personal feel-
ings and grievances of what was 
done to me behind for the greater 
good of the city. I work with this 
woman. All she has shown me is a 
good person to my face.” 

Jones noted that discussions 
of the current budget further il-
lustrate the tension among coun-
cil members. He explained that 

council members were split about 
funding to the Chamber’s Part-
nership for Economic Growth (C-
PEG). “I’m the tiebreaker,” Jones 
said, explaining his decision to 
maintain funding after research-
ing and reviewing the program’s 
successes.

In the end, Jones said he de-
cided “we can’t cut this (funding 
to CPEG). We can’t duplicate (the 
services it provides). If people are 
watching the meeting, if they go 
back and watch it,” the disagree-
ment is obvious.

Council members are “not going 
to always get along,” Jones said. 
“To be honest, there are very, 
very few things that we all al-
ways agree on. You could probably 
count them on one hand. There is 
no government that actually gets 
along.”

He said, “What government 
is about is having the ability to 
have your thoughts, your ideas 
based off your constituents, peo-
ple you’re talking to, the research 
you’ve done. Then, come to a plat-
form with the other five members, 
articulate your points to the point 
to where other people are will-
ing to compromise for the greater 
good, collectively.” 

When people say, “they want 
a government that gets along, 
there is no government that actu-
ally gets along,” Jones said, but 
he will work with anyone to honor 
his commitment to city residents. 
“I’ll do business with anybody, but 
you’ve done showed me who you 
are. 

“We can still do the business,” 
with all sides presenting their 
viewpoints, and “we will meet 
somewhere in the middle,” Jones 
said. But to the recent calls for 
unity, “we’re past that at this 
point.” 

BHS students participate 
in Army’s Fit Challenge

Physical education classes at Bassett High School (BHS) on Friday accepted the U.S. Army 
Fit Challenge and are now on their way to becoming the fittest school in the area. The U.S. 
Army Fit Challenge is designed to raise awareness regarding the need for today’s students 
to lead a physically fit, nutritionally conscious, and healthy lifestyle. This one-day fitness 
event is designed to motivate students to become advocates for a healthier nation and 
challenge them to compete for the title of the “U.S. Army Fittest School” in the area.

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com
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	 Sports Schedule
Following are the dates and times of local high school 
teams and their games for the week of September 30 
– October 4:

9/30	 7pm Volleyball Bassett at Mecklenburg 		
	 County
	 7pm Volleyball William Fleming at 		
	 Martinsville
10/1	 4:30p Boys Soccer Carlisle at Hargrave 		
	 Military Academy

	 7pm Volleyball Magna Vista at Halifax 		
	 County
	 7pm Volleyball Tunstall at Martinsville
10/2	 5pm Cross Country Bassett at George 		
	 Washington (Anglers Park)
	 5pm Cross Country Magna Vista at George 	
	 Washington (Anglers Park)
	 5pm Cross Country Martinsville at George 	
	 Washington (Anglers Park)
10/3	 7pm Volleyball Bassett at George 		

	 Washington
	 7pm Volleyball Martinsville at Mecklenburg 	
	 County
10/4	 7pm Football Mecklenburg County at 		
	 Bassett
	 7pm Football George Washington at Magna 	
	 Vista
	 7pm Football Tunstall at Martinsville

Forecast prompts updates to ValleyStar 
Credit Union 300 at Martinsville Speedway

Due to a forecast of inclement weather 
throughout the day and evening on Friday at 
Martinsville Speedway, the track has moved 
all on-track activity to Saturday, Sept. 28, for 
the ValleyStar Credit Union 300.

Practice for the final race in the Virginia Tri-
ple Crown will be held from 10-11:30 a.m. ET 
on Saturday. That will be followed by single-
car qualifying at 12:30 p.m. ET.

The first of the four qualifying races for the 
ValleyStar Credit Union 300 will begin at 3 
p.m. ET, and the main event to determine who 
goes home with the Grandfather Clock and the 
Virginia Triple Crown check will start at 7 p.m.

The change in schedule has forced the cancel-
ation of Saturday’s autograph sessions. Howev-
er, fans will be allowed on track during driver 
intros for the ValleyStar Credit Union 300 on 
Saturday.

The grandstands will not be open on Friday, 
gates will open at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday for 
fans.

Recently crowned two-time NASCAR Ad-
vance Auto Parts Weekly Series champion 

Connor Hall leads the Virginia Triple Crown 
standings going into Saturday’s finale. He 
holds an average finish of 1.5 through the first 
two races – the Thunder Road Harley-David-
son 200 at South Boston Speedway and the 
Hampton Heat 200 at his home track of Lang-
ley Speedway.

Coming off winning back-to-back NASCAR 
Advance Auto Parts Weekly Series national 
championships, Virginia native Connor Hall 
has another title in his sights as he leads the 
Virginia Triple Crown standings heading into 
the final race of the series in the ValleyStar 
Credit Union 300 at Martinsville Speedway.

Hall holds an average finish of 1.5 through 
the first two races – the Thunder Road Harley-
Davidson 200 at South Boston Speedway and 
the Hampton Heat 200 at his home track of 
Langley Speedway. But it didn’t come easy for 
him.

After having to start from the rear following 
a flat tire in qualifying, Hall charged through a 
highly competitive field to take the win in the 
opening race at South Boston. He then faced 

another tough lineup at Langley, and battled 
eventual race winner Brenden “Butterbean” 
Queen to the finish.

“The ValleyStar Credit Union 300 is annu-
ally a showcase of the best Late Model Stock 
Car racers in the country and this weekend 
will be no different,” said Martinsville Speed-
way President Clay Campbell. “In a field of fan-
favorite previous winners and Advance Auto 
Parts Weekly Series champions, everyone in 
the stands is going to be in for a treat as these 
drivers battle for a Grandfather clock and the 
Virginia Triple Crown title.”

Lee Pulliam, the 2011 and 2014 winner of 
the ValleyStar Credit Union 300 and four-time 
NASCAR Advance Auto Parts Weekly Series 
national champion, is coming out of retirement 
to battle for another Grandfather clock. Pul-
liam, who last raced at Martinsville in 2019, 
will be piloting his own No. 03 Toyota that nor-
mally has Queen behind the wheel.

To purchase tickets or for information, fans 
can call 877-RACE-TIX or go online at martins-
villespeedway.com.

Broadband
(cont. from page 1)

for a budget transfer in her tenure.
“In terms of a negative, I guess 

it would just be if the supervisors 
– forgive me for being blunt – sim-
ply wanted to keep tabs on us and 
see” proposed transfers beforehand, 
Blake-Lewis said.

Dillard then asked Wagoner for in-
put.

Wagoner added that the decision is 
largely a policy matter for the board, 
explaining that the current process 
provides more oversight while lump 
sum funding would make adminis-
tration easier. However, he also noted 
that approving the request could lead 
other departments, like the sheriff’s 
office, to request the same.

He added that the school system 
gets all of its funding “from someone 
else” and doesn’t “generate any rev-
enue of their own, so it’s up to” the 
board of supervisors “to decide how 
much funds you give them and how 
they use them. It’s really dependent 
on if this board sees the need for that 
extra step to provide more transpar-
ency or if you’re willing to entrust 
them with that responsibility of pol-
icy decisions.” 

In administrative terms, Wagoner 
said “it would be easier to adminis-
ter on the county’s side but it’s not a 
difficult process now to facilitate the 
transfers.”

However, “the converse of that is, I 
wouldn’t want the sheriff to come in 
next and ask for lump sum funding.” 
If the county allows lump sum fund-
ing for the school system, “without 
any jurisdictional oversight” would it 
require “the sheriff to come to you to 
ask to move money, just from patrol 
to corrections or vice versa,” Wagoner 
asked. 

He also noted that he does not have 
the authority to move funds between 
cost centers “without coming to you. 
It’s really a public policy. Your pref-
erence. I don’t have a strong opinion 
either way.”

Dillard questioned whether Wag-
oner’s comparison between the school 
system and the sheriff’s office was 
fair, since the sheriff’s office does not 
have an overseeing board. Wagoner 
acknowledged the distinction, but 
noted that the sheriff is an elected of-

ficial.
To Dillard, Blake-Lewis said, “I ap-

preciate you drawing that comparison 
because my board would still have to 
approve any movement of funding 
that we would want to make, which is 
in my opinion comparable to the deci-
sion of this board in terms of having 
that final say. My board is elected just 
as you all are elected. It’s a very com-
parable situation,” she added.

Pam Cobler, who represents the 
Reed Creek District, said she had 
considered the matter carefully, con-
sulting with her constituents at large 
and those in focus groups, as well as 
the sheriff. She found little public 
support for lump sum funding, not-
ing that residents prefer the current 
process. 

“I only found one person that was 
supportive of lump sum funding for 
any department. … I strongly feel 
that publicly, it’s not a positive thing 
for the board of supervisors or the 
school division” to change to lump 
sum funding.

“We do approve everything for 
which you ask, and gladly do that,” 
Cobler said, again noting that the 
board is a strong proponent of public 
education, as well as Blake-Lewis, 
the division and the school board.

However, “I asked the community. 
I did not find a lot of support for that,” 
Cobler said. “They like the process 
that we have now.”

Dillard made a motion to switch 
from categorical to lump sum fund-
ing “just to officially go on record,” he 
said.

The motion died for lack of a sec-
ond.

Also on Tuesday, the board heard 
an update on broadband installation 
efforts.

Rob Taylor, director of governmen-
tal affairs for RiverStreet Networks, 
outlined the company’s $34 million 
plan to provide fiber-to-the-home in-
ternet services to 3,461 locations in 
the county. The project is being fund-
ed through a combination of $4.4 mil-
lion from RiverStreet, $12.8 million 
from Appalachian Power (AEP) in 
construction and matching funds, $4 
million from the county’s American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds, and 

$13 million from the Virginia Tele-
communication Initiative (VATI).

The broadband build is currently 
underway in the Fieldale-Spencer 
area, where AEP has completed 
18,000 feet of aerial fiber and obtained 
a railroad crossing agreement. Taylor 
said RiverStreet is working with AEP 
on splicing designs and preparing for 
additional construction in the Axton 
and Leatherwood areas.

RiverStreet expects to begin con-
necting customers in the Fieldale-
Spencer area by the second quarter 
of 2025, once AEP’s Point of Presence 
(POP) is brought online, Taylor said. 
The company is also collaborating 
with county staff to identify poten-
tial remote building sites for future 
broadband expansion.

Taylor requested the board’s sup-
port in the Broadband Equity Access 
and Development (BEAD) program, 
clarifying that the request does not 
involve any matching funds. The 
board’s support would enable River-
Street to provide broadband services 
in any areas that receive BEAD fund-
ing.

As the project advances, Taylor said 
RiverStreet plans to participate in lo-
cal festivals and advertise through 
various media outlets, including 
newspapers and radio stations. The 
company will also send direct mail to 
potential customers. 

Amanda Cox, AEP’s external af-
fairs manager, described the com-
pany’s role as the “middle-mile” part-
ner, building fiber from pole to pole 
in challenging terrain with sparse 
populations. AEP’s investment in the 
project is now expected to total $18.3 
million in Henry County, Cox said.

The project’s timeline was extend-
ed by six months due to the need 
for approval from the Virginia State 
Corporation Commission. AEP is re-
sponsible for the infrastructure that 
connects RiverStreet to customers, 

and Cox said the company has com-
pleted five miles of fiber installation 
in Fieldale-Spencer.

Cox also provided updates on other 
areas of the county: construction in 
the Axton-Ridgeway area is expected 
to begin in October, Leatherwood in 
December, and Figsboro in March 
2025. The Soapstone and Bassett 
segments are slated to start in April 
2025.

As construction progresses, resi-
dents will be able to connect to broad-
band services as segments are com-
pleted, Cox said.

In other business, the board:
*Approved the consent agenda 

items.
* Heard a report on delinquent 

tax collection from Treasurer Scott 
Grindstaff.

*Approved a resolution establish-
ing Kiwi Emergency Medical Services 
as an EMS agency in the county, con-
tingent on meeting zoning and licens-
ing requirements.

*Awarded the Community Con-
nected Citizen Award to Heads of 
State Entertainment.

*Heard an update on highway mat-
ters from Virginia Department of 
Transportation Resident Engineer 
Lisa Price-Hughes.

*Approved $226,005 in state aid for 
the Collinsville Volunteer Fire De-
partment to purchase a fire truck.

*Approved $32,500 for real estate 
assessment services and delayed the 
reassessment effective date to Jan. 1, 
2026.

*Allocated $244,350 to the Henry 
County Public Schools Nutrition bud-
get for a fresh fruit and vegetable pro-
gram.

*Reappointed Brenda Metz to the 
Southern Area Agency on Aging 
Board for a term expiring Nov. 1, 
2027.

*Accepted a deed for five acres of 
land on Coffman Drive from Henry 
County Public Schools.

Kiwi Emergency Medical Services Chief 
Executive Officer Anthony Bowles

Schools Superintendent Dr. Amy Blake-
Lewis discussed the system’s request for 
lump sum funding.

Heads of State Entertainment members Lex Hairston, Tamon Niblett, and Greg Hairston 
receive the Community Connected Citizen Award.
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Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 
design, tile, closet & 
garage organizers, 

repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References. Bob 

Morehouse Phone: 
276-930-1703 Cell: 

561-881-8292 E-Mail: 
Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.

net.

Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 
cleanup, bush-hog-
ging, pasture & field 
reclamation, ATV & 
walking trails, hunt-

ing lanes, skid-steer, 
tractor and mini-

excavator work. Free 
estimates. Call 276-
229-9410 or Face-
book Thomas Land 

Solutions LLC

If you’ve read this 
far, you can see how 

a classified ad in 
the Henry County 

Enterprise can work. 
Let our readers know 
you’re hiring with a 
classified ad in The 

Enterprise for as 
little as $8 a week. 

Call 276-694-3101 or 
email submissions@
theenterprise.net for 

more information.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTION-

EERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions 

statewide and in other
states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 

audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Ser-
vices 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
Prepare for power 

outages today with 
a GENERAC home 
standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + 

Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a 

FREE Quote. Call now 
before the next power 

outage: 1-844-947-
1479 

Prepare for power 
outages with Briggs 

&amp; Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) 

standby
generators - the 

most powerful home 
standby generators 
available. Industry-

leading
comprehensive war-

ranty - 7 years ($849 
value.) Proudly made 

in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs

&amp; Stratton 
1-866-447-0001.

Replace your roof 
with the best looking 
and longest lasting 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 

Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off 

installation + Addition-
al 10% off install (for 
military, health work-

ers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 

1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-

blocking gutter protec-

SERVICES

Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

Email submissions@
theenterprise.net

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795

tion. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate 

today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% 

Senior &amp; Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-

614-6667

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many op-

tions available. Quality 
materials & profession-
al installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time 
Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now 

and
SAVE 15%! Call To-

day! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE show-
er package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe 

Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncon-

tested, $475+$86 court 
cost. WILLS-$295.00. 
No court appearance. 
Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member. 

https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com.

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 

Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 

long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-

formation kit! Call 888-
608-4974 

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real 

dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. 

Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50p-
lus.com/virginia #6258

Become a Published 
Author. We want to 

Read Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-Trust-

ed by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently 
being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: 
Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and 
Distribution. Call for 
Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-888-366-7596 
or visit dorranceinfo.

com/vapress

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 

talk, text and data. No 
contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and 

text with flexible data 
plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer 

service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-855-262-

5564
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give us your view:
The Henry County Enterprise encourages letters 

from our readers on topics of  general interest to the 
community and responses to our articles and col-
umns. 

Letters must be signed and have a telephone num-
ber where you can be reached to be considered for 
publication. All letters will be verified before publica-
tion. The Henry County Enterprise reserves the right 
to deny publication of  any letter and edit letters for 
length, content and style.

If  you have news about or an upcoming event 
for your organization, company or church, email  
dhall@theenterprise.net and/or call (276) 694-3101
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Blue Ridge 
Potters Guild 

sets annual show
The Blue Ridge Potters Guild will hold 

its 25th Annual Show & Sale on Satur-
day, October 26 and Sunday, October 27 
at Patrick Henry High School, 2102 Gran-
din Rd SW, Roanoke.

This is the largest all-pottery show 
in Virginia. Functional and decorative 
works from over 40 ceramic artists will 
be on display and available to purchase. 
Demonstrations by BRPG artists of vari-
ous pottery techniques including hand-
thrown, hand-built and sculpted clay art 
will be held throughout both days. Door 
prizes made by BRPG members will be 
announced hourly. A special gallery of the 
potters’ finest works will be on exhibit. 
These pieces will be judged, and some will 
be for sale. Cash, checks and credit cards 
accepted.

The event is free, open to the public, and 
parking is free.

For more information, contact Mary 
Winston at mcwinston@gmail.com.
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Gala was overwhelming success  

Hope Center Ministries 2024 Gala Fundraiser on Sept. 22 was successful, according to organizers.
“We are overwhelmed with gratitude for each and every one of you who supported this year’s Hope Center Gala. Your 
generosity, prayers, and time make a tremendous impact in the lives of all of those who are in the program. Because of 
you, we are able to continue our mission of leading addicts to becoming fully devoted followers of Christ,” the ministry 
wrote.
Sponsors of this year’s event include: Armor Express, The Pool House Ltd., Owen Farm Tours, Non-Denominational 
Christian Tabernacle, First Baptist Bassett, Envision Health Inc, Compassion Church, BullzEye Tree Service, LLC, Henry 
County Food Pantry, Wood’s Menswear, Ltd., Dr Jon’s Urgent Care Center, Leslie Customs, West Windows, Gary W Smith 
Contractor, Rush Automotive, Sugar Street (Carrie Wilson), Edward Jones Financial Advisor - Joshua Barrett.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL
EQUIPMENT SERVICES WITH OPERATOR SIGNUP

   The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy equipment 
owners to sign up for the rental of their equipment with operators for 
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL purposes in Martinsville Residency which 
includes the counties of Henry, Patrick and Carroll during the winter 
of 2024-2025. Price per hour shall include operators, fuel, tire chains, 
supplies and required insurance. DOT will need dump trucks, pickups 
with plows, motorgraders, backhoes, dozers, track loaders, tractors, 
rubber-tire loaders and farm tractors. All equipment shall be equipped 
for night work and be in good mechanical condition to ensure a safe 
and dependable 24/7 operation. VDOT reserves the right to determine 
acceptability of equipment size and condition for the task. Contractors 
submitting prices meeting the requirements of the Agreement may be 
contracted with and may be eligible to receive a bonus payment and 
a minimum guaranteed payment for the season.

Contractors must submit their application on the electronic M7B 
bidding site at https://plow4va.vdot.virginia.gov. All new and return-
ing Contractors must be active in the Virginia eProcurement Portal 
(eVA) in order to do business with the Commonwealth of Virginia 
(https://eva.virginia.gov).

Applications received by 7:00 PM on Wednesday October 2, 2024, 
may be eligible for a bonus payment. See the EVA posting for addi-
tional information, including contract requirements.

Questions can be directed to the Martinsville from 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM Monday - Friday. Phone: 276-629-2582
Email: SalemDistrictSnow@vdot.virginia.gov 

EEO/AA Employer
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COUNTY OF HENRY
REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a public hear-
ing has been scheduled for October 9, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the Sum-
merlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, Kings 
Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia. Following this public hearing, the 
Planning Commission will make a recommendation on the application 
to the Board of Supervisors.
The Henry County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing 
on the following applications on October 22, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, 
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.  
The purpose of this public hearing is to receive input into the possible 
rezoning of property. Following are the specifics of the public hearing.
Case R-24-11 Ana Carter
The property is located on the south side of Mapleridge Rd, approxi-
mately 0.12 mile east of Stones Dairy Rd, in the Blackberry District. The 
proerty is shown on Tax Map 25.1(22)/11,12. The applicant is requesting 
the rezoning of two lots from Suburban Residential District S-R to Rural 
Residential District R-R. The applicant wishes to allow for the potential 
placement of manufactured housing, and market the property for sale.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department 
of Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, ACP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection
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Clark’s latest book selected People’s Choice winner 
“The Plinko Bounce,” by Martin Clark, won 

the Library of Virginia’s People’s Choice Award 
for Fiction on Saturday, Sept. 21 at the 27th An-
nual Virginia Literary Awards.

A retired circuit court judge from Patrick 
County, Clark’s novels have appeared on numer-
ous bestseller lists, and the audio version of his 
book “The Substitution Order,” was a number 
one national bestseller. Additionally, his novels 
have been chosen as a New York Times Notable 
Book, Editors’ Choice and Best Thriller of the 
Year; a Best Book of the Year by the Washing-
ton Post Book World, Bookmarks magazine and 
the Boston Globe; a Book-of-the-Month Club 
selection; a finalist for the Stephen Crane First 
Fiction Award; and the winner of the Library of 
Virginia’s People’s Choice Award for Fiction in 

2009, 2016 and 2020.
The Library presented the awards in front of 

250 attendees at its annual dinner and gala, 

presented by Dominion Energy and supported 
by Carole and Marcus Weinstein. Additional 
award and event sponsors included the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts and William and Mary Li-
braries. The annual gala also raised significant 
funds for the Library’s conservation, education 
and community outreach initiatives.

“This event brings together the best in Vir-
ginia literature and gathers Library friends 
and supporters to raise critical funds for the Li-
brary’s mission,” said Scott Dodson, Executive 
Director of the Library of Virginia Foundation. 
“Support from the event and silent auction help 
ensure that the Library continues to be a vital 
institution for those seeking to connect with 
their history at a trusted source.”

Martin Clark at the 27th Annual Virginia Literary Awards.

Financial Literacy Program 
Launched for Student Athletes 

ValleyStar Credit Union is partnering with 
Patrick & Henry Community College to offer a 
financial literacy program tailored specifically for 
student-athletes. The program, “Financial Fun-
damentals for Beginners,” aims to equip these 
young adults with essential financial knowledge 
and skills to support their academic and athletic 
careers. 

The six-week sessions will comprehensively in-
troduce critical financial concepts and practices, 
including banking basics, budgeting, debt man-
agement, credit scores, online banking, and finan-
cial aid. Designed to be accessible and engaging, 
the sessions will feature online presentations and 
quizzes to ensure participants gain practical skills 
and confidence in managing their finances.

“Partnering with Patrick & Henry Community 
College to offer this financial literacy program 
represents a significant step in our commitment 
to supporting the community,” said Mike Warrell, 
ValleyStar Credit Union CEO. “We believe that by 
empowering these students with financial knowl-

edge, we are helping them build a strong founda-
tion for their future.” 

Dr. Greg Hodges, president of P&HCC, ex-
pressed enthusiasm about the collaboration. “This 
initiative aligns perfectly with our mission to pro-
vide students with valuable resources. We are 
excited to see how this program will benefit our 
student-athletes, helping them navigate their fi-
nancial futures more easily and confidently.” 

“Student-athletes today are expected to make 
decisions at an early age that can have a signifi-
cant impact on their lives,” said Brian Hender-
son, P&HCC Assistant Vice President of Student 
Engagement and Athletic Director. “That is why 
creating this partnership with ValleyStar Credit 
Union is so important and timely. It offers stu-
dents and their parents the education and resourc-
es to help them make informed financial decisions 
now that will be crucial to their futures.”

Enrollment details will be provided soon, and 
the sessions will be available to all Patrick & Hen-
ry Community College student-athletes.

Health officials issue warning after 
rabid raccoon is found in Pitts. Co.
The Pittsylvania-Danville Health District 

has issued a public notice after a raccoon tested 
positive for rabies in the 500 block of Iris Lane, 
located in Pittsylvania County, just outside 
Danville. Residents and visitors who may have 
come into contact with the raccoon are urged 
to contact the health district at (434) 433-3545.

Rabies is a deadly virus that affects the ner-
vous system. It is preventable in pets such as 
cats, dogs, ferrets, and some livestock through 
vaccination. Rabies is almost always fatal once 
symptoms appear. The virus is primarily trans-
mitted through the saliva or brain tissue of in-
fected animals, usually via bites or contact with 
an open wound, or through the eyes or mouth.

To Prevent the Spread of Rabies:
Virginia law requires all dogs and cats four 

months or older to be vaccinated for rabies by 
a licensed veterinarian, and vaccinations must 
remain up to date.

Health officials urge the public to avoid con-
tact with wild animals, especially in the area 
where the rabid raccoon was found. Additional 
precautions include:

To Protect Against Rabies Exposure:

- Avoid feeding or interacting with stray ani-
mals. Stay away from wild animals, particular-
ly raccoons, bats, foxes, and skunks. Feed pets 
indoors and prevent them from roaming.

- Ensure pets are vaccinated against rabies 
and that their shots are up to date.

- Teach children not to approach unfamiliar 
animals, whether wild or domestic.

- Do not handle sick, injured, or dead animals.
- Secure homes by capping chimneys and 

sealing openings in attics, cellars, and porches. 
Keep trash cans tightly sealed.

- If you see stray animals in the area, contact 
Pittsylvania County Animal Control at 434-
432-7937. Do not attempt to trap or handle wild 
or stray animals.

- If bitten by a wild or stray animal, wash the 
wound thoroughly with warm, soapy water and 
contact animal control, your doctor, or the Pitt-
sylvania-Danville Health District for guidance.

For more information, visit https://www.
vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-epidemiology/
animal-contact-human-health/ or call the Pitt-
sylvania-Danville Health District at (434) 433-
3545.
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Monogram Foods foundation 
donates to 126 nonprofit groups
The Monogram Foods Loves Kids Foundation 

(the Foundation), the charitable foundation of 
Monogram Foods, proudly announces that it has 
donated $660,000 in grants to 126 non-profit or-
ganizations through its annual grants program, 
the largest number of grants ever awarded. This 
is in addition to more than $338,000 in additional 
charitable contributions totaling close to $1 mil-
lion so far this year supporting organizations that 
help children in need and their families. In honor 
of Monogram Foods’ 20th anniversary, the Foun-
dation also plans to give an additional $80,000 in 
grants to local food banks later in the year.

“We are incredibly proud to be able to support 
so many organizations in our communities that 
are working to help vulnerable children and their 
families,” said Karl Schledwitz, CEO of Mono-
gram Foods and President of the Foundation 
Board. “Our hope is that these grants make a 
lasting impact on many lives of our communities’ 
children.”

The annual grants program starts in March 
and concludes with recipient selection in Au-
gust. A committee of employees at each site se-
lects the organizations and awards a portion of 

the $60,000 grant fund that is allocated to each 
Monogram Foods’ facility across seven states. 
Winning organizations will receive their funding 
in October. Grant recipients in our Martinsville 
community include:

•	 Camp Carefree
•	 Community Storehouse
•	 Feeding Southwest Virginia
•	 First United Methodist Church
•	 God’s Storehouse, Inc.
•	 Grace Network of Martinsville & Henry 

County
•	 Martinsville/Henry County Lion’s Club
•	 Salvation Army
•	 SML Good Neighbors
•	 YoungLife of Martinsville & Henry County
The full list of grant recipients is available at 

https://monogramfoods.com/grant-recipients/. 
The annual grants are made possible thanks 
to the annual ‘Meat’ Me in Memphis Gala, the 
Monogram Foods Loves Kids Foundation’s larg-
est fundraiser of the year. This year the organi-
zation aims to raise a record-setting $1 million. 
You can find more information about the Gala at 
https://e.givesmart.com/events/Bc2/.

Martinsville Sheriff Steve Draper (back), and Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis were 
among the local authorities to attend Bassett Cruise In and B99.9’s Ride to Back the 
Blue on Saturday.

Martinsville Police Chief Rob Fincher also attended the 
event in Bassett.

Several people, many in classic and antique vehicles, participated in the ride.

Ride to Back the Blue held Saturday

Patrick Henry Elementary Opens Monarch Waystation

By Jessica Dillon
A ribbon-cutting ceremony was 

held at Patrick Henry Elementary 
School (PHES) on September 24 
to unveil a new monarch waysta-
tion, marking the third such in-
stallation at schools in the city. 
The waystation offers students 
a hands-on learning experience 
with nature.

“It’s been exciting for students 
to see how much the plants have 
grown over the summer since we 
planted them,” said Principal 
Cameron Cooper, who confirmed 
that the project began last spring.

The initiative started when 
the Dan River Basin Association 
(DRBA) donated 16 milkweed 
plants, which students cared for 
in their classrooms. In addition, 
PHES students raised monarch 
butterflies and released them out-

doors before the end of the school 
year.

Krista Hodges, DRBA’s educa-
tion manager, played a key role 
in connecting with the schools 
and establishing the waystations. 
“Our mission is to preserve and 
promote the natural and cultural 
resources of the Dan River Basin 
through education, recreation, and 
stewardship,” Hodges explained.

The monarch waystations serve 
as a conservation effort, provid-
ing vital rest stops for pollinators. 
“We work with schools to find suit-
able locations for planting, and 
then involve principals, teachers, 
and students in the process,” said 
Hodges.

In addition to PHES, Martins-
ville High School and Albert Har-
ris Elementary School have also 
installed waystations, thanks to 

assistance from DRBA.
Monarch butterflies face grow-

ing threats due to habitat destruc-
tion caused by urban development 
and the use of pesticides and her-
bicides. “They are on the brink of 
becoming endangered again, hav-
ing just reached vulnerable status 
in 2023,” Hodges noted.

The waystations provide mon-
archs with a place to rest during 
their migration to Mexico, as well 
as nectar sources and breeding 
grounds. “The milkweed allows 
monarchs to complete their entire 
life cycle, as monarch caterpillars 
can only feed on milkweed plants,” 
Hodges said.

Students are able to observe 
this life cycle up close. “They get 
to get their hands in the dirt, tend 
the garden, and learn about how 
plants grow,” said Callie Hietala, 

community and communications 
outreach coordinator. “It covers a 
range of educational topics for dif-
ferent grade levels.”

Hietala added that the waysta-
tion supports Standards of Learn-
ing (SOL) curriculum, offering 
students a unique way to study 
life cycles and plant growth.

“All of these lessons come togeth-
er to give students a better under-
standing of how nature works,” 
said Martinsville Schools Super-
intendent Dr. Zebedee Talley, who 
expressed a desire to expand the 
program, hoping to establish a 
fourth waystation at Martinsville 
Middle School and the Clearbrook 
Early Learning Center. “We’re 
very excited about this initiative, 
and we look forward to expanding 
it.”

Patrick Henry Elementary School hosts a ribbon-cutting ceremony for its new Monarch 
Waystation.

The waystation provides pollinators with a place to feed, breed, and rest.

Club receives federal grants for afterschool programs 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Blue Ridge 

has been awarded two new 21st Century Com-
munity Learning Center (21CCLC) afterschool 
grants through the Virginia Department of Ed-
ucation. These new grants will provide no cost 
access to the Boys & Girls Club afterschool pro-
grams at Campbell Court and Sanville elemen-
tary schools for students currently attending 
those schools. 

These Boys & Girls Club afterschool pro-
grams, like all Boys & Girls Club programs, 
provide students with homework help, tutoring, 
recreation, community exploration, field trips, 
and mentorship programs; the aim of these pro-
grams being to enable all young people, espe-
cially those who need help the most, to reach 
their full potential as caring, productive, and 
responsible citizens. 

Sanville Elementary School is no stranger to 
the 21st Century Community Learning Cen-
ter program, having been part of the General 
Assembly’s Community Based Organization 
21CCLC program last year. That was only a 

one-year program, so the community there has 
been excited to have the Boys & Girls Club pro-
gram remain at Sanville at no cost to families. 
Joshua Eanes, principal of Sanville Elementa-
ry, says, “Sanville Elementary is thankful that 
Boys and Girls Club will continue to support our 
students and greater school community through 
the awarding of the 21st Century grant. This 
provides our students with support and experi-
ences that will ensure their growth and learn-
ing as we continue throughout the year.”

Campbell Court Elementary will be opening 
its first on-site afterschool program in some time 
through the new grant. Campbell Court’s prin-
cipal, Dr. Kenya Gravely said she is, “thrilled to 
announce the launch of the Boys and Girls Club 
at Campbell Court Elementary School! This ex-
citing after-school program will provide our stu-
dents with a safe and secure environment, along 
with valuable academic support and enriching 
experiences. Through this partnership, students 
will have the opportunity to engage in activities 
that broaden their horizons, develop new skills, 

and build lasting friendships. Whether it’s 
through academic assistance, creative projects, 
or sports, the Boys and Girls Club will help our 
students reach their full potential.”

The new 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Center Programs at Sanville and Campbell 
Court are joining existing Boys & Girls Club 
21st Century afterschool programs at Meadow 
View Elementary, Patrick Henry Elementary, 
and Albert Harris Elementary.

For more information about 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers at these schools, 
call (276) 656-1171. Visit bgcbr.org for more in-
formation about the Boys and Girls Clubs of the 
Blue Ridge.

See more at 
www.henrycounty

enterprise.com
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Tom Talks History, Book Release set for Sept. 29 
Historian Tom Perry will dis-

cuss the lives of William Alexander 
Stuart, John Dabney Stuart, and 
James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart, 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, September 29, 
Ararat Ruritan Club, 4711 Ararat 
Highway, Ararat.

All born at Laurel Hill, Stuart’s 
Birthplace, in Ararat. Perry will 
discuss Stuart and his brothers 
and their careers during the War 
Between The States. William Alex-
ander Stuart ran the saltworks in 
Saltville, Virginia, one of the two 
places that the Confederate States 
of America had for the vital natu-
ral resource. John Dabney Stuart 
was a doctor in the 54th Virginia 
Infantry in the Army of Tennessee. 
James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart 
rose to the rank of Major General 
and commanded all of the cavalry 
in Robert E. Lee’s Army of North-
ern Virginia.

This is a fundraiser for the Perry 
Family Scholarship.

Admission is free. Donations for 
the scholarship are accepted.

The event is sponsored by the 
Ararat Ruritan Club.

Contact Tom Perry at freestateof-

patrick@yahoo.com or (276) 692-
5300 for more information.

The Perry Family Scholarship: 
Betty, Erie, and the Student Es-
says will be released the same day 
as the talk.

Alzheimer’s Group to Celebrate 
20th Anniversary on Oct. 5

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s 
Group, LLC will celebrate its 20th 
anniversary with a walk on Satur-
day, Oct. 5, from 1 to 5 p.m. at De-
Hart Park in Stuart. Registration 
for the walk is $25 per person.

Sally Smith, executive director 
of the group, said the event will 
feature food, music, face painting, 
booths, free T-shirts, and a color 
powder party. “You can be red, 
you can be green, you can be blue,” 
Smith said, referring to the vibrant 
festivities planned. Participants 
who pay the $25 fee will also re-
ceive a free meal.

“This celebration is a way of say-
ing thank you to the people of Pat-
rick County and the surrounding 
60-mile area,” Smith said, noting 
the group’s partnership with the 
Ararat Ruritan Club for the event.

The collaboration with the Ru-
ritan Club was sparked after both 
organizations faced low turnout 
for their respective walks—one for 
Alzheimer’s and one for mental 
health. “They came back and said, 
‘how about we do a walk for both?’” 
Smith said. “If more groups worked 
together, we could accomplish so 
much more.”

Residents call for lifting trespass order on parent
Several residents urged the Pat-

rick County School Board to lift a 
trespass notice against Leo White 
during the board’s meeting on 
Wednesday, Sept. 18.

White said “the unjust and il-
legal trespass” was placed on him 
by Schools Superintendent Jason 
Wood on August 14, after “I came 
into this building (Patrick County 
School Board Office) to exercise a 
fundamental right that we have 
in this country … to do some FOIA 
(Freedom of Information Act) re-
quests. I came in this building, and 
I recorded in the public property, 
public lobby, I didn’t go anywhere I 
wasn’t supposed to,” he said.

White said he questioned Wood 
and Amanda Holt, the school divi-
sion’s FOIA officer, about a previous 
FOIA request that was denied. “So, 
again that’s another fundamental 
right, under the First Amendment 
that’s publicly addressing the gov-
ernment,” he said.

White told the board that Wood 
issued the trespass notice on Aug. 
14, after White visited the school 
board office to submit FOIA re-
quests. White said he recorded 
footage in the public lobby without 
going into restricted areas and that 
his actions were within his rights.

At no time was he disorderly. 
White said he also did not curse or 
threaten anyone. He also let Wood 
know he recorded the cameras out-
side and inside the School Board 
Office. At the time, he was not told 
by Wood that filming the location of 
the security cameras was against 
the law or a crime.

White said he was later informed 
via email that the school division 
considered his recording of surveil-
lance cameras at the building as 
“concerning behavior,” leading to 
the trespass order. “I didn’t break 
the law, I did nothing wrong, and 
yet I’m being treated like a crimi-
nal by this gentleman right here,” 
White said, pointing to Wood.

White argued that the trespass 
order prevents him from being in-
volved in his son’s school life, in-
cluding attending his football prac-
tices. “My son is suffering because I 
can’t be there. What’s being done to 
him is wrong,” he said, urging the 
board to overturn the notice.

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

To read more about these and other stories, 
check out The Enterprise, 

www.theenterprise.net.

Leo White and others requested the 
trespass notice against him be lifted.

Council tables potential change to noise ordinance 
The Stuart Town Council post-

poned any changes to its noise 
ordinance during its meeting on 
Wednesday, Sept. 18, opting to 
gather more information before 
proceeding. The noise ordinance, 
enacted earlier this year, remains 
in effect for now.

Town Manager Bryce Simmons 
addressed concerns raised after a 
local law enforcement officer ques-
tioned the constitutionality of the 
ordinance. Simmons consulted 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Dayna 
Bobbitt, who assured him the ordi-
nance is constitutional.

“The deputy that made that com-
ment was misinterpreting the con-
versation that either he had with 
her, or whatever. She let me know 
of a case named Tanner v. The City 
of Virginia Beach,” he said.

The case, Simmons said, is a 
noise ordinance case where a club 
owner was open late until 1-2 a.m., 
and cops would be called regarding 
the noise. Police officers would then 
have the determination to make if 
they were within the rights of the 
noise ordinance. 

Tanner v. The City of Virginia 
Beach has been challenged, and 
Simmons said therefore the noise 
ordinance itself is being challenged.

“But what is being challenged in 
the noise ordinance is the subju-
gation of an officer. So, where we 
wanted to give our officers some 
leeway to determine if it is in com-
pliance with the noise ordinance 
or not, they now want that to be a 
defined number. Essentially, they 
want us to define what decibel level 
is considered a nuisance,” he said.

Town Attorney Chris Corbett 
said it doesn’t have to be considered 
a nuisance, but instead a violation 

of the ordinance.
“Correct,” Simmons said. “But 

that is essentially what Dayna 
(Bobbitt) has told us that we need 
to do with our noise ordinance is 
put a decibel level that cannot be 
gone over. If we do violate that 
decibel level, then they would be 
out of compliance with our noise or-
dinance.”

Corbett said Tanner v. The City 
of Virginia Beach is the leading 
case in Virginia on noise ordinanc-
es, and one of the leading cases in 
the county.

“I mean, they really walked 
through the constitutionality of 
things in 2009 when this thing 
was released. But if the Common-
wealth’s Attorney, unless she del-
egates it to the town attorney for 
misdemeanors as jurisdiction to 
prosecute all misdemeanors with-
in the county,” he said. “If she’s a 
number person, it’s either numbers 
or not I suppose.”

Simmons believes formally estab-
lishing a decibel level takes out the 
gray area and the policing out of 
law enforcement’s hands and into a 
defensible instrument.

“Look at it this way, it’s the dif-
ference between drunk driving 
and not. There is a strict number 
that they have to say is defensible 
in court. It’s what is defensible in 
court,” Simmons said. His research 
has shown that 50 decibels is the 
natural number for a quiet street. 

In his opinion, Mayor Ray Wei-
land said the council created a noise 
ordinance to appease two people in 
town. “To waste more of our time on 
it is kind of not in the best interest 
of the town at large. Ours is con-
stitutional. Is it defensive? Maybe, 
maybe not,” he said.

Stuart Town Manager Bryce Simmons at last week’s meeting.

The event is a fundraiser for the Perry Family 
Scholarship, which Tom Perry started in 
2021, after the deaths of his parents.

Burton Reflects on Securing 
Wood Brothers’ 100th Win

Wood Brothers Racing celebrated its 
milestone 100th win on Sept. 17 at the 
Wood Brothers Racing Museum in Stu-
art, following Harrison Burton’s victory 
at the August 24 Coke Zero Sugar 400 
at Daytona. The celebration featured a 
Q&A session and an autograph signing.

Burton narrowly edged out Kyle 
Busch by less than a second to secure 
the win, marking Wood Brothers Rac-
ing’s first victory since 2017.

Burton said his main goal had always 
been to earn a spot on the Wood Broth-
ers Wall of Fame, which honors every 
driver who has won a race for the team. 
“To be able to look out there and see my 
face—it’s not the best-looking one, but 
it’s okay—and to know it’s up there (for) 
forever is amazing,” Burton said. “That 
was my main goal when I got hired to 
drive the Wood Brothers car.”

Harrison Burton clinched Wood Brothers 
Racing’s 100th win on August 24.

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group, LLC provided information at the Patrick County 
Agricultural Fair.
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Puzzle Answers!

Foundation commits $12 million to YMCA
By Jessica Dillon
The Martinsville Henry County 

YMCA held an event outlining its fu-
ture plans on Sept. 19, marking the 
first step toward the construction of a 
new facility on Memorial Boulevard 
in the former Family Dollar building 
and receive $12 million from the Har-
vest Foundation. 

“This YMCA will provide a well-
ness center and offer programs that 
meet a variety of needs. The facility 
will expand childcare services and fo-
cus on enhancing mental well-being,” 
said Danny Wulff, a member of the 
Harvest Foundation Board of Direc-
tors.

Wulff noted that the new center 
will benefit the entire community, 
including residents in the west end. 
“This project promotes inclusivity 
and accessibility, ensuring no one is 
left behind in their journey toward 
healthier living,” he said.

Kate Keller, president of the Har-
vest Foundation, spoke about the 
YMCA’s personal impact on her life. 
“They are where community hap-
pens,” Keller said, sharing how she 
and her children have benefited from 

the YMCA’s services. She also em-
phasized the foundation’s ongoing 
commitment to improving Uptown 
and the local community. “This is not 
Harvest’s first investment in this cor-
ner, and it won’t be our last.”

City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Bena-
vides echoed the importance of com-
munity and described the YMCA as a 
home for many, welcoming everyone 
to the future facility. 

Henry County Board of Supervi-
sors member Jim Adams praised 

the YMCA’s ability to foster relation-
ships. “The YMCA is more than just 
a facility—it’s a place to form lifelong 
friendships after joining a pickup bas-
ketball game,” Adams said. He added 
that membership numbers continue 
to grow, and the current facility is 
over capacity. The new building will 
be larger and better equipped to serve 
the community.

YMCA Director and CEO Brad 
Kinkema expressed optimism about 
the project. “I’m thrilled with the 

support for the Y, and Harvest’s com-
mitment will make this a reality,” 
Kinkema said. He added that the new 
facility will offer more gathering spac-
es and expand programs that the cur-
rent building cannot accommodate.

The new YMCA will be a 
60,000-square-foot facility located on 
7 acres of land. It will feature a large 
fitness center, three gymnasiums, an 
indoor walking track, expanded child-
care services, an indoor aquatic cen-
ter, and multiple group exercise and 
community rooms.

Construction is slated to begin in 
2026, with the facility expected to 
open in 2028. The project’s total cost 
is estimated at $28 million, with 
$8.5 million being raised through the 
Transforming Community Capital 
Campaign and additional funding 
from grants and other public sources.

Donations to support the project 
are being accepted. While the cur-
rent YMCA building will eventually 
be sold, no buyer has been identified, 
and the facility will remain opera-
tional in the meantime, continuing to 
welcome new members.

The Harvest Foundation contributed $12 million toward the construction of the new 
YMCA.

Deadline to enter 
Congressional App 

Challenge nears
The deadline for students to sub-

mit their entry to the 2024 Con-
gressional App Challenge for Ninth 
Congressional District is fast ap-
proaching, according to 9th District 
U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith, R-Sa-
lem.

To participate in the challenge, 
middle school or high school stu-
dents can choose to work individu-
ally or in groups of up to four stu-
dents. Participants may create and 
submit their own app for mobile, 
tablet, or computer devices on a 
platform of their choice.

Entries must be received by 12 
p.m. EDT, October 24, 2024.

“The Congressional App Chal-
lenge allows students to demon-
strate their talents, engage their 
creativity, and explore the fields of 

STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Math) education. I 
look forward to seeing the apps de-
veloped by the ingenuity of Ninth 
District students,” Griffith said. 

Full details about the contest can 
be found at https://morgangriffith.
house.gov/constituentservices/
stem-competition.htm. 

To determine if you are eligible, 
create an account, and find addi-
tional information on the rules and 
specifics online at https://www.con-
gressionalappchallenge.us/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2024/04/2024-CAC-
Rules.pdf.

Faculty, parents, or students also 
may contact Josh Hess with any 
questions related to the competition 
by calling (540) 381-5671, or email-
ing Josh.Hess@mail.house.gov.

Vincent Penn, last year’s winner of the award, is pictured with Henry County Board of 
Supervisors members Jim Adams and Debra Buchanan.

Nominations Open 
for 2024 Outstanding 

Military Veteran Award
Nominations are now being 

accepted for the 2024 Martins-
ville-Henry County Outstand-
ing Military Veteran award, 
which honors a local veteran 
who exemplifies service to 
both country and community. 
The award, established by the 
Henry County Board of Super-
visors in 2009 at the sugges-
tion of board member Debra 
Buchanan, was expanded in 
2013 to include veterans from 
both Martinsville and Henry 
County with the support of 
the Martinsville City Council.

Nomination forms can be ob-
tained from the Martinsville 
website (www.martinsville-
va.gov), the Henry County 
website (www.henrycoun-
tyva.gov), the City Munici-
pal Building, or the County 
Administrator’s office. Com-
pleted nominations must be 
submitted to either the City 
Manager’s Office or the Coun-
ty Administrator’s Office by 5 
p.m. on Monday, October 21.

The winner will be an-

nounced during the Veter-
ans Day Service at the HJDB 
Event Center on Monday, No-
vember 11, at 11 a.m.

Past recipients of the award 
include:

- David Kipfinger and James 
Rogers (2009)

- Olaf Hurd (2010)
- Donald James Myers (2011)
- Herbert S. Gibbs and Win-

ford “W.C.” Fowles (2012)
- S.T. Fulcher (2013)
- Robert L. Hazlett, Jr. 

(2014)
- Thomas Spencer (2015)
- John R. Redd (2016)
- Walter E. Sheppard (2017)
- Warren “Sonny” Richard-

son (2018)
- Charles A. Washburn 

(2019)
- David King (2020)
- Curtis R. Millner, Sr. (2021)
- Russell Clark Stone (2022)
- Vincent G. Penn (2023)
For more information about 

the award, contact the City 
Manager’s Office or the Coun-
ty Administrator’s Office.

Society’s largest 
fundraiser set for Oct. 12

Join the Martinsville-Henry 
County Historical Society for its 
annual and largest fundraiser, 
Blue Jeans & Bling 2024, on Satur-
day, October 12, inside of the His-
toric Henry County Courthouse.

Wear your most comfortable blue 
jeans and your most shiny bling 
while:

• Eating a delicious dinner of 
pulled pork barbecue, baked beans, 
potato salad, slaw, roll/cornbread, 
tea/water;

• Listening to music by local na-
tive and country artist Jake Ear-
les who has played on the Grand 
Ole Opry and toured with Tim Mc-
Graw;

• Meeting Jenna Adams, Miss 
Martinsville-Henry County 2024;

• Enjoying cake in celebration of 
the 200th birthday of the Historic 
Henry County Courthouse and Oc-
tober as Local History Month in 
Virginia; and

• Bidding on fabulous items do-
nated by local businesses and indi-

viduals at our silent auction.
Tickets are $50 per person or 

$350 for a table of eight.  Each tick-
et includes two beverages of wine 
or beer, cash bar available. The bar 
and silent auction will open at 5:30 
p.m., with dinner being served at 
6 p.m.  Tickets may be purchased:

• Online at https://www.mhchis-
toricalsociety.org/blue-jeans-bling;

• From any board or staff mem-
ber;

• At the MHC Heritage Museum;
• By calling 276-403-5361;
• By emailing mhchistoricalsoci-

ety@gmail.com; and
• At Historical Society events.
Proceeds of the event will allow 

us to continue offering our Sun-
day Afternoon Lecture Series and 
Founders’ Day, welcoming class-
room and home school field trips, 
and maintaining the Historic 
Henry County Courthouse along 
with our corporate partners, Cart-
er Bank & Trust and The Lester 
Group.

Swing Dance Party 
set at Piedmont Arts

Get your toes tapping at Piedmont 
Arts on Thursday, October 17 at 7 
p.m. for a jazz-fueled dance party. 
Featuring the Bob Peckman Jazz 
Band out of Roanoke, this event will 
feature lively and fun swing mu-
sic, a cash bar, and an open dance 
floor. Surprise appearances from the 
coaches and performers for “Dancing 
for the Arts” may occur. Tickets are 
$20 and are on sale at PiedmontArts.
org or by calling the museum at (276) 
632-3221.

“I’m always looking for ways that 
we can have more active participation 
in our events,” says Programs Coor-
dinator Lauren Ellis. “What better 
way than getting some excellent live 
music going and opening the dance 
floor?” Ellis believes that the arts 
should be experienced and done by 
everyone. “Spectating is a great way 
to experience the arts, but there’s 
nothing better than being a part of it.”

Featuring rotating members, The 

Bob Peckman Jazz Band has been 
playing all over Virginia and the Mid-
Atlantic region since 2001. They were 
last seen at Piedmont Arts during the 
“Double Down for the Arts” fundrais-
er. More information about the band 
can be found at PeckmanJazz.com.

Bob Peckman of the Peckman Jazz Band 
will be present with his rotating band of 
jazz musicians, performing a lively blend 
of jazz and swing.
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• Octopus wrestling was a popular 
sport in the 1960s. A diver would fight 
an octopus in shallow water and drag it 
to the surface. 

• After an online vote in 2011, Toyo-
ta announced that the official plural of 
Prius is Prii.

• Each spacecraft sent to Mars is 
scrubbed and inspected before dispatch 
as part of a strict planetary protection 
protocol meant to prevent contamina-
tion from Earth.

• Ophiocordyceps unilateralis, a par-
asitic fungus, effectively turns ants 
into zombies. The fungus compels the 
ant to bite onto the underside of a low- 
hanging leaf, where it dies, and the 
fungus then sends a fruiting body out 
through the ant’s head to disseminate 
spores.

• Geckos can turn the stickiness of 
their feet on and off at will.

• And speaking of feet, during 
World War II, the United States began 
rationing shoes. Citizens were allowed 
three pairs.

• When Leonardo DiCaprio smashed 
his hand on the dinner table in “Django 
Unchained,” he accidentally crushed 
a small stemmed glass with his palm 
and really began to bleed. He ignored 
it, stayed in character, and continued 
with the scene. Quentin Tarantino was 
so impressed that he used this take in 
the final print, and when he called cut, 
the room erupted in a standing ovation.

• Though they are often used as vege-
tables in cooking, eggplants are botani-
cally classified as berries.

• Charles Richard Drew was a Black 
physician who developed blood banks 
for military personnel during World 
War II. He quit working for the Red 
Cross after he learned that the military 
separated blood donations by race.

• The Dr. Seuss classic children’s tale 
“Green Eggs and Ham” was banned in 
China from 1965 to 1991 for its “por-
trayal of early Marxism.”

***
Thought for the Day: “A good 

example has twice the value of good 
advice.” — Albert Schweitzer
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Deputy injured in 
high-speed pursuit 

A Henry County Sheriff’s deputy 
attempted to stop a vehicle alleged-
ly involved in a larceny, sparking a 
high-speed chase that led to the ar-
rest of two individuals and left one 
deputy injured.

At approximately 2:11 p.m., the 
deputy recognized a white Buick 
traveling south on Greensboro 
Road that had been linked to a lar-
ceny at a local business. After run-
ning the vehicle’s tags and discover-
ing they did not match, the deputy 
initiated a traffic stop. The driver 
of the Buick allegedly accelerated, 
driving recklessly as the pursuit 
continued down Greensboro Road 
at high speeds.

The chase proceeded to Main 
Street before turning onto Virginia/
NC 87 toward North Carolina. As 
the pursuit approached Vista View 
Lane and Virginia/NC 87 toward 
North Carolina intersection, a 
deputy used a Precision Immobili-
zation Technique (PIT maneuver), 
causing the vehicle to lose control 
and crash into an embankment.

When the deputy approached 
the suspect’s vehicle, it rolled for-
ward, pinning his leg between the 
suspect’s vehicle and his patrol car. 
The driver allegedly fled on foot, 
and although deputies pursued 
him, they lost sight of the suspect.

Two other occupants were in the 
vehicle: Ronald Haizlip, who had 
an outstanding warrant in Eden, 
North Carolina, for eluding police, 
was arrested and is being held at 
the Henry County Adult Detention 
Center awaiting extradition. A fe-
male passenger was not charged 
and released. 

The injured deputy was trans-
ported to SOVAH Health in Mar-
tinsville, where he was treated for 
non-life-threatening injuries and 
released. He is expected to make a 
full recovery.

The man who allegedly fled on 
foot was identified as Carlton Lew-
is Haizlip, 35, of Eden, N.C. During 
the investigation, deputies learned 
that a 2006 Saturn had been stolen 
from Old Leaksville Road in Ridge-
way, and allegedly used to evade 
law enforcement.

Haizlip was later located in Myr-
tle Beach, South Carolina, by local 
authorities. He was arrested with-
out incident, and the Saturn vehi-
cle was recovered. 

Haizlip is awaiting extradition 
back to Henry County on charges 
that include felony eluding police, 
assault on law enforcement and 
larceny of a motor vehicle.

The investigation remains on-
going. Anyone with information 
about the incident is encouraged 
to contact the Henry County Sher-
iff’s Office at (276) 638-8751 or 
Crimestoppers at 63-CRIME (632-
7463). Crimestoppers offers re-
wards up to $2,500 for tips leading 
to an arrest. The reward amount 
depends on the nature of the crime 
and the information provided.

Carlton Lewis Haizlip

Man charged in connection 
with armed disturbance

A Ridgeway man has been 
charged in connection with an al-
leged armed domestic disturbance 
on Spet. 18 at 779 Wright Road in 
Ridgeway, according to a release 
from the Henry County Sheriff’s 
Office.

The incident involved a man al-
legedly brandishing a firearm and 
threatening his wife, Jeanie Hawks 
Smith, and her brother, Jimmy 
Hawks.

According to the release, an al-
tercation escalated when a firearm 
was retrieved and fired in the direc-
tion of the two victims, preventing 
them from leaving the room. Jeanie 
Smith’s cell phone was demanded; 
she was allegedly threatened to 
be shot if she refused. After about 
30 minutes, Jeanie Smith and her 
brother were able to leave the home 
and contact law enforcement.

Deputies and investigators re-
sponded to the scene, where Rich-
ard John Smith was taken into 
custody without incident. He is 
charged with shooting, stabbing 
with intent to maim or kill, abduc-
tion and kidnapping, use of a fire-
arm in the commission of a felony, 
shooting into an occupied dwelling, 
and robbery in connection with the 
incident.

He is currently being held with-
out bond at the Henry County 
Adult Detention Center.

Anyone with information related 
to this incident is encouraged to 
contact the Henry County Sher-
iff’s Office at (276) 638-8751 or 
Crimestoppers at 63-CRIME (632-
7463). The Crimestoppers Program 
offers rewards of up to $2,500 for 
information leading to an arrest, 
with the reward amount based on 
the nature of the crime and the de-
tails provided.

Richard John Smith

Online school threat 
prompts charges

The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Virginia State Police are 
investigating a school shooting 
threat posted on Instagram. The 
threat, directed at Martinsville 
City Public Schools, was discov-
ered early on September 24 before 
the start of the school day.

Authorities identified the sus-
pect as a 15-year-old girl from 
Henry County. Deputies located 
the juvenile, who confessed to 
making the threat. She has been 
charged with making threats of 
death or bodily injury on school 
property. She is currently being 
held at the W.W. Moore Juvenile 
Detention Facility.

The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice expressed gratitude to the Vir-
ginia State Police and Martinsville 
City Police Department for their 
collaboration, which helped re-
solve the situation quickly.

Authorities and school officials 
are urging parents to talk to their 
children about the importance of 
reporting threats and the severe 
legal consequences of such actions. 

Anyone with additional informa-
tion is encouraged to contact the 
Henry County Sheriff’s Office at 
(276) 638-8751 or the Crimestop-
pers Program at 63-CRIME (632-
7463), which offers rewards of up 
to $2,500 for tips related to crimes.

Flu deaths in children 
match record

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) reported two 
new pediatric flu-related deaths 
last week, bringing the total for the 
2023-2024 season to 199, matching 
the previous high seen during the 
2019-2020 season. Every pediatric 
death is a tragic reminder of the 
serious risk influenza poses, espe-
cially to children.

Of the 158 eligible children with 
known vaccination status, 83% 
(131) were not fully vaccinated. Flu 
vaccination is proven to reduce the 
severity of illness and can be life-
saving. Health officials recommend 
that children get vaccinated in Sep-
tember or October.

Flu vaccination reduces flu-re-
lated illnesses, doctor visits, school 
absences, and the risk of hospital-
ization or death. Data from last 
season showed that flu vaccination 
reduced the risk of medical visits 
by about two-thirds and flu-related 
hospitalizations by about half for 
vaccinated children.

Children under 5 and those with 
certain underlying conditions are 
at higher risk of serious complica-
tions from the flu, such as bronchi-
tis or pneumonia. The CDC urges 
everyone 6 months and older, espe-
cially high-risk children, to get the 

annual flu vaccine.
Of the pediatric flu deaths this 

season, 73 were in children under 
5, while 126 were in children aged 
5 to 17. Among 189 deaths with 
known medical information, nearly 
half (49%) of the children had a 
pre-existing medical condition.

About half of the deaths (105) 
were linked to influenza A viruses. 
Of those subtyped, 43 were influen-
za A(H1N1), and 16 were A(H3N2). 
Influenza B viruses accounted for 
46% of the deaths, with three cases 
of co-infection involving both influ-
enza A and B viruses.

Flu vaccination rates among 
children have declined this sea-
son, with coverage as of May 11, 
2024, 2.2 percentage points lower 
than the previous season and 8.5 
percentage points lower than pre-
pandemic levels. Disparities in vac-
cination rates based on location, 
race, and ethnicity have also wors-
ened.

Since tracking began, the number 
of pediatric flu deaths has ranged 
from a low of one during the 2020-
2021 season to a high of 199 during 
both the 2019-2020 and 2023-2024 
seasons. Before the pandemic, the 
previous low was 37 deaths in the 
2011-2012 season.

National training center to be 
created in Pittsylvania County  

TECHnista, LLC, an education 
consulting company specializing 
in curriculum development for 
K-12 programs in defense and 
advanced manufacturing indus-
tries, will invest $1,559,646 to es-
tablish its National Training and 
Technology Center in Pittsylva-
nia County, according to Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin. The project will 
create 15 new jobs and support 
the implementation of a five-year 
federal contract with the U.S. 
Department of Defense’s office of 
Innovation Capability and Mod-
ernization. Virginia successfully 
competed with North Carolina 
for the project.  

“TECHnista’s training center 
in Pittsylvania County is a ma-
jor victory for Southern Virginia 
and the Commonwealth at large,” 
said Youngkin. “Virginia offers 
the location and world-class tal-
ent to catalyze growth for the 
company and develop the talent 
of the future for the advanced 
manufacturing and defense in-
dustries.” 

“Our mission at TECHnista 
goes beyond building a success-
ful business—we are committed 
to innovating K-12 education and 
strengthening local and national 
manufacturing workforce pipe-
lines,” said TECHnista Founder 
and CEO Kelsey Robertson. “We 
are excited to bring our K-12 man-
ufacturing education solution to 
fruition in Pittsylvania County. 
We feel confident that this re-
gion’s commitment to growing 
small businesses will play a key 
role in our success. We are deeply 
honored to have been offered sup-
port from Pittsylvania County, 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
and Governor Youngkin. This 
award will serve as a catalyst to 
inspire the next generation of tal-
ent and create sustainable, high-
quality jobs that will drive the 
region’s future growth.”

“Pittsylvania County continues 
to diversify its business commu-
nity with the addition of TECH-
nista to the Ringgold East In-
dustrial Park,” said chairman of 
the Pittsylvania County Board 
of Supervisors Darrell Dalton. 
“A woman-owned small business 
that already has a stake in the 
future of our county, TECHni-
sta not only brings added rev-
enue and high-paying jobs to the 
county, but more importantly, it 
gives our students the tools and 
knowledge they need to acquire 
skills demanded in tomorrow’s 
workplace. TECHnista provides 
our children and grandchildren 
another opportunity to remain 
local while obtaining a quality 
education and a path toward sus-
tainable employment right here 
in Southern Virginia. We are 

thrilled to be part of TECHnista’s 
continued growth and future suc-
cess.” 

“We are very happy that 
TECHnista, LLC has chosen our 
region for its National Train-
ing and Technology Center,” 
said Del. Danny Marshall. “This 
is a great match, since the Dan 
River region has already placed 
an emphasis on advanced manu-
facturing training at the college 
and high school levels for several 
years and is currently offering 
training at the IALR for the U.S. 
Navy. Developing K-12 program 
materials that are specific to the 
defense and manufacturing in-
dustries aligns with the training 
resources here and can be mutu-
ally beneficial.”

Founded in 2020, TECHnista, 
LLC is a privately-owned edu-
cation consulting company that 
creates curriculum and content 
for K-12 programs specific to the 
defense and advanced manufac-
turing industries. This five-year 
middle school manufacturing ini-
tiative funded through ICAM’s 
Industrial Base Analysis and 
Sustainment Program aims to 
attract students and impart to 
them the basic skills needed to 
succeed in advanced manufactur-
ing careers. These skills will pro-
pel the next generation of defense 
manufacturing workers. The new 
facility in Pittsylvania County 
will serve as the NTTC for the 
Manufacturing and Engineering 
Education Reimagined for All 
program, creating curriculum, 
distributing consumable mate-
rial, and providing support for 
MEERA regional centers across 
the United States. By 2029, the 
programs produced at the NTTC 
are expected to assist in training 
110,000 students nationally per 
year. 

The Virginia Economic De-
velopment Partnership worked 
with Pittsylvania County and 
the Southern Virginia Regional 
Alliance to secure the project for 
Virginia. In addition to DoD’s 
IBAS Program funding, Governor 
Youngkin approved a $50,000 
grant from the Commonwealth’s 
Opportunity Fund to assist Pitt-
sylvania County with the project. 
TECHnista is eligible to receive 
state benefits from the Virginia 
Enterprise Zone Program, ad-
ministered by the Virginia De-
partment of Housing and Com-
munity Development. 

The company will lease-to-
purchase a facility at 2311 Cane 
Creek Parkway, currently owned 
by the Pittsylvania County In-
dustrial Development Authority, 
located in the Ringgold East In-
dustrial Park. 
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Day of Action held last week

Henry County has been a longtime sup-
porter of the United Way of Henry County & 
Martinsville, and last week, several county 
employees participated in the organization’s 
Day of Action. This event provides an oppor-
tunity for volunteers to come together and 
make a difference through projects that ben-
efit the community. To find out how you can 
get involved, visit the United Way’s volun-
teer sign-up portal at https://www.engage-
hcm.org/.

News from 
the WPHD 

According to the West Piedmont Health Dis-
trict (WPHD):

Karen Millner, a Community Health Worker 
with the Henry-Martinsville United Way, chat-
ted with a visitor at the Community Resource 
Fair hosted by Grace Presbyterian Church on 
Fayette Street in Martinsville. The CHW team, 
along with folks from the Growth and Opportu-
nity Center, handed out at-home COVID tests 
and spoke about vaccines and other resources, 
in addition to giving away swag bags.

Community Health Worker Lucas Tuning 
represented both the United Way of the Roa-
noke Valley and West Piedmont Health District 
during the popular Senior Expo hosted by the 
Department of Aging, Franklin County Parks 
and Recreation, at the Essig Center in Rocky 
Mount. The fair grows every year with increas-
ing numbers of vendors and attendees.

Farm income forecast 
projects another challenging 

year for American farmers
Farm economists are painting a grim picture 

for American agriculture following release of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 2024 farm in-
come forecast.

Net farm income is set to decline nearly 25% 
in two years, with substantial losses in crop re-
ceipts and continued pressure from rising pro-
duction costs.

While livestock producers may see modest 
gains, the outlook for many crop farmers is in-
creasingly uncertain, with global supply and 
demand imbalances impacting prices. Reduced 
government support and higher production ex-
penses leave many farmers in a precarious fi-
nancial position.

“This trend is very concerning,” said Tony 
Banks, senior assistant director of agriculture, 
development and innovation at Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation. “It’s a very challenging time 
to be a farmer in Virginia.”

American Farm Bureau Federation reported 
that net farm income is forecast at $140 billion 
for 2024, marking a $6.5 billion decline from 
2023. This follows a sharp 19.5% drop from 2022 
to 2023. Inflation-adjusted figures indicate even 
greater financial strain.

A drop in receipts for grains and oilseeds 
largely results from global surplus and weaker 
market prices. In Virginia, the drop in net farm 
income for grain and soybean producers will 
likely be greater than the national average, 
Banks added.

“In both 2023 and 2024, local poultry and 
swine production cutbacks have not only low-
ered local grain and soybean prices relative to 

national prices, but traditional markets have 
been altered significantly leading to higher 
storage and transportation costs for farmers in 
many cases,” he said. “This year’s drought and 
storm damage across much of Virginia has only 
exacerbated their net farm income losses.”

Though 2022 was a record year for net farm 
income, 57% of farm operations still reported a 
financial loss, according to the Census of Agri-
culture.

“The fact that the majority of farms experi-
enced losses in such a high-income year under-
scores the fragility of the farm economy,” said 
Daniel Munch, AFBF economist. “Without tar-
geted policy changes, such as an updated safety 
net in a farm bill, farmers will struggle even 
more in the face of declining income and rising 
debt.”

Direct government payments that provide a 
critical safety net for farmers are expected to de-
crease by $1.8 billion in 2024.

Banks said farmers should consider any risk 
management program or tool available.

“If crop insurance is not available for a crop, 
livestock or dairy enterprise, farmers should 
consider risk coverage programs available 
through the Farm Service Agency,” he said. “Or 
consider price risk management strategies and 
instruments when marketing crops and live-
stock. Producers may still be able to find ways 
to lower their production input costs, at least in 
the short term.”

On the bright side, U.S. vegetable and melon 
receipts are expected to rise by $2.5 billion.

NIH awards establish 
pandemic preparedness 

research network
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) re-

ported that it has established a pandemic pre-
paredness research network to conduct re-
search on high-priority pathogens most likely to 
threaten human health with the goal of develop-
ing effective vaccines and monoclonal antibod-
ies. Currently, many of the diseases caused by 
these pathogens have no available vaccines or 
therapeutics, and investing in this research is 
key to preparing for potential public health cri-
ses—both in the United States and around the 
world. NIH’s National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases (NIAID) expects to commit 
approximately $100 million per year to fund the 
program, pending the availability of funds.

The Research and Development of Vaccines 
and Monoclonal Antibodies for Pandemic Pre-
paredness network—called ReVAMPP—will 
focus its research efforts on “prototype patho-
gens,” representative pathogens from virus fam-
ilies known to infect humans, and high-priority 
pathogens that have the potential to cause dead-
ly diseases. By studying specific prototype patho-
gens, scientists will build a knowledge base that 
could be applied to other related viruses. For ex-
ample, NIAID’s earlier work on the Middle East 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) 
played a crucial role in understanding and de-
veloping safe and effective treatments and vac-
cines for SARS-CoV-2, the virus that caused the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The ReVAMPP network 
will study viruses from virus families that have 
caused human disease for millennia—many of 
which have the potential to become pandemic 
threats in the future.

“In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
ongoing outbreaks of emerging infectious diseas-
es, the need for robust pandemic preparedness is 
evident,” said NIAID Director Jeanne M. Mar-
razzo, M.D., M.P.H. “The ReVAMPP network 
will enable researchers to fill key knowledge 
gaps and identify strategies to develop safe and 
effective medical countermeasures for targeted 
virus families before the need becomes critical.”

The ReVAMPP network will focus on viruses 
from families within: Crimean Congo Hemor-
rhagic Fever, and Lassa Fever; the Flaviviridae 
family, which includes viruses that cause den-
gue and yellow fever; the Paramyxoviridae fam-
ily, which includes viruses that cause measles, 
mumps, and Nipah-induced encephalitis; the Pi-
cornaviridae family, which includes viruses that 
cause poliomyelitis, foot-and-mouth disease, and 
myocarditis; and the Togaviridae family, which 
includes viruses that induce Chikungunya vi-
rus-induced arthralgia or encephalitis and Ven-
ezuelan equine encephalitis.

By focusing on research to develop vaccine 
candidates and monoclonal antibodies, the Re-
VAMPP network will lay the groundwork for 
a faster and more effective pandemic response 
should a virus from one of the targeted families 
emerge as a pandemic threat.

The Research Triangle Institute in Durham, 
North Carolina, will serve as a centralized Co-
ordination and Data Sharing Center and pro-
vide support and coordination for the network. 
By standardizing experimental design, such 
as using specific reagents, animal models, and 
datasets, research centers that comprise the 
ReVAMPP network will be able to easily share 
their results and collaborate to enhance the net-
work’s efforts.

Unemployment rate increased by 0.1 percent 
Virginia’s seasonally adjusted unemployment 

rate in August increased by 0.1 percentage 
points to 2.8 percent, which is 0.1 percentage 
points above the rate from a year ago, accord-
ing to Virginia Works – the Commonwealth’s 
Department of Workforce Development and Ad-
vancement. 

According to household survey data in Au-
gust, the labor force decreased by 2,172 to 
4,568,536 as the number of unemployed resi-
dents increased by 3,400 to 128,125. The num-
ber of employed residents decreased by 5,572 
to 4,440,411. Virginia’s seasonally adjusted un-
employment rate is 1.4 percentage points below 
the national rate, which decreased by 0.1 per-
centage points to 4.2 percent.

The Commonwealth’s labor force participa-
tion rate decreased by 0.1 percentage points to 

66.0 percent in August. The labor force partici-
pation rate measures the proportion of the ci-
vilian population aged 16 and older that is em-
ployed or actively looking for work.

In August, Virginia’s nonagricultural employ-
ment, from the monthly establishment survey 
decreased by 5,800 to 4,241,100. July’s prelimi-
nary estimate of employment, after revision, 
decreased by 9,300 to 4,246,900. In August, 
private sector employment decreased by 5,700 
to 3,500,000 while government employment 
decreased by 100 to 741,100. Within that sec-
tor, federal government jobs increased by 100 
to 192,100, state government employment de-
creased by 400 to 161,800, and local government 
increased by 200 to 387,200 over the month.  

Seasonally adjusted total nonfarm employ-
ment data is produced for eleven industry 

sectors. In August, three experienced over-
the-month job gains, and eight experienced a 
decline. The largest job gain occurred in Leisure 
and Hospitality (+3,200) to 421,000. The sec-
ond largest job gain occurred in Construction 
(+2,300) to 227,300. The third largest job gain 
occurred in Manufacturing (+500) to 250,300.

The largest job loss occurred in Professional 
and Business Services (-5,000) to 818,400. The 
second largest job loss occurred in Education 
and Health Services (-3,100) to 605,200. The 
third largest job loss occurred in Miscellaneous 
Services (-1,100) to 203,600. The other losses 
were in Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 
(-1,000) to 676,500; Financial Activities (-900) to 
219,600; Information (-500) to 70,900; Govern-
ment (-100) to 741,100; and Mining and Logging 
(-100) to 7,200.
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Crucial funds raised for arts programming

Supporters of the arts gathered at 
Piedmont Arts for Savory September: 
Fortune + Flavor on Friday, Sept. 13 
at the annual fundraiser which has 
been a highlight of Martinsville’s 
cultural events for years. Featur-
ing small bites and paired cocktails 
by teams of talented local chefs, an 
open bar with a signature cocktail, 
fun tarot readings, a raffle, and live 
entertainment, this successful event 
raised crucial funding for Piedmont 
Arts to continue their world-class 
arts education and programming. 

Spread among the Frith Perfor-
mance Hall, the new Pavilion, and 
the Piedmont Arts’ lobby, Savory 
September delighted all the senses. 
With superstition themed decora-
tions including horseshoes, “cracked” 
mirrors, shiny pennies, and a ceiling 
dotted with open black umbrellas lit 
by dazzling fairy lights, there was 
a charming detail everywhere you 
looked. The tables were decorated 
by the individual chefs and each one 
brimmed with creativity and fun. En-
tertainment was provided by Jake 
Earles, a local musician and beloved 
feature at events at Piedmont Arts. 
His iconic blend of Americana, rock, 
and folk always sets a tone of fun at 
events. The completely sold-out event 
was attended by U.S. Sen. Mark 
Warner and two of his aides. Warner 
was visiting the area and spent his 
evening in town supporting Piedmont 
Arts’ fundraising efforts to create ar-
tistic opportunities in the area.

In addition to the fabulous culinary 
creations offered at this event, extra 
fun was had through the 50/37/13 
raffle and tarot card readings. These 

were opportunities to raise addition-
al funds for Piedmont Arts and have 
a lot of fun simultaneously. Raffle 
tickets were sold prior to and at the 
event and proceeds were split 50% for 
Piedmont Arts, 37% for one winner, 
and 13% for another. Karen Garrett 
won the 37% and the 13% was given 
back to Piedmont Arts anonymously. 
The tarot readings were provided by 
Programs Coordinator Lauren Ellis 
and Christine Stewart. Patrons could 
purchase a one card pull or a past/
present/future spread. Patrons had a 
great time hearing their fortunes and 
all proceeds went to Piedmont Arts.

Chefs included: Susan Critz, Marty 
Gardner, and Judy Dashoff; Natalie 
and Hasan Davis; Rhonda Edwards 
and Brad Draper; Janet Lewis, 
Mary Compson, and Anne Compson; 
Blanche and Tom Mahoney; Julian 
Mei, Karen Despot, and John Wilson 
III; Julia and Blake Shumate and 
Lori and Burr Fox; Anna Wheeler 
and Monique Holland; McKay Ull-
stein, Scott Ullstein, and Catie 
Pannill; Aaron Rawls, Ruby Stultz, 
and Ann Gardner; Janet Ashby and 
King’s Grant. 

Piedmont Arts was thrilled by the 
success of the annual event and of-
ficials said the agency is grateful 
to everyone who cooked, decorated, 
entertained, and attended. Support 
from the community for events like 
these raises necessary funding for 
their exhibits, educational program-
ming, and performing arts program-
ming and helps ensure that the mu-
seum can continue opportunities in 
the arts to Martinsville and Henry 
County.

Guests were delighted by tarot readings, provided by 
Christine Stewart (pictured) and Lauren Ellis.

Chefs for the event went all out with costumes and table 
decorations.

The recently completed Pavilion was the place to be at the Sept. 13 event. Guests were all in smiles in their black or white attire.

Executive Director Heidi Pinkston poses with U.S. Sen. 
Mark Warner.

What to know about Virginia early 
voting, registration and the ballot
By Alyssa Hutton
Capital News Service
The 45-day early voting period is now 

underway in Virginia, which gives peo-
ple more time to participate in the elec-
tion. Here are several things to know 
about voting, registration and the bal-
lot. 

The Virginia Department of Elections 
website is a hub to check and update 
registration, identify an early voting lo-
cation, find key election dates, and sign 
up for the permanent absentee voter 
list. Material referenced in this guide 
can be located on its website, unless 
otherwise noted.

Early Voting Nuts and Bolts
The early voting period is Friday, 

Sept. 20 through Saturday, Nov. 2. Peo-
ple can vote early in person or by mail. 

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 5.
The location for early voting can be 

different from a person’s usual polling 
place. Early votes are made at the local 
registrar’s office, the designated office 
in a locality that handles official elec-
tion business. 

Some districts have satellite voting 
locations available, but not necessarily 
right as early voting starts. 

The hours are different from usual 
voting hours. Check with the general 
registrar for voting hours. Some loca-
tions will be open on weekends. 

People can request to receive a ballot 
by mail, but keep in mind the deadline. 
The U.S. Postal Service extended the 
time frame for first class and standard 
delivery. It can now take up to five days 
for a ballot sent first class to arrive, or 
nine days for standard delivery. 

Absentee ballots must be postmarked 
by Election Day and received by the reg-
istrar’s office by noon on Friday, Nov. 8. 

Voter Registration 
Questions regarding voting status 

can be directed to the local registrar’s 
office. 

A Virginia registered voter who has 
moved within the state since last vot-
ing should update their voter record on-
line or with their local registrar. People 
can register online if they meet certain 
requirements, such as having a valid 
state driver’s license or state ID card. 

Anyone who moved to the state since 
their last time voting should complete 
a Virginia Voter Registration Applica-
tion.

Residents can register to vote at the 
Department of Motor Vehicles or con-
tact a candidate’s campaign, a political 
party or a political outreach organiza-
tion.

Younger voters can register as long as 
they will be at least 18 years old before 
the general election. People do not reg-
ister by political party in Virginia.

Forms of Identification
Voters need to have one form of iden-

tification. Any DMV-issued ID card, in-
cluding expired IDs, are accepted. U.S. 
military, tribal and student IDs, along 
with passports, are also accepted. 

Voters can also use documents such 

as a current utility bill if it has their 
name and address. The full list of ac-
ceptable identification can be found on 
the state Elections website.

A person without acceptable identifi-
cation can still vote, but will be given 
a provisional ballot and is required to 
submit valid identification by noon on 
Nov. 8 to have the vote counted. 

Important Election-Related 
Dates

* Sept. 20: Early voting begins
* Oct. 15: Last day for voter registra-

tion.
* Oct. 16: Same day voter registration 

begins, which requires use of a provi-
sional ballot. 

* Oct. 25: Last day to apply for an ab-
sentee ballot by mail. Applications must 
be received by the general registrar by 
5 p.m. and can be submitted online, 
through mail or fax, or in person. 

* Nov. 2: Last day to vote early. 
* Nov. 4: Last day to request, by 2 

p.m., an emergency absentee ballot, if 
voters meet eligibility requirements. 

* Nov. 5: Election Day; with polls 
open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

* Nov. 8: All mailed ballots, and a 
form of identification for those who use 
a provisional ballot, must be received by 
noon. 

A full election calendar can be found 
on the state Elections website.

What’s on the Ballot?
Voters will elect candidates for fed-

eral and local races. In Virginia there 
are six presidential candidates on the 
ballot. 

They appear in this order on the Elec-
tions website: Democrat Vice President 
Kamala Harris; Republican former 
President Donald Trump; Jill Stein of 
the Green Party; Libertarian Chase Ol-
iver; Independent Claudia De la Cruz; 
and Independent Cornel West. Cruz is 
listed as an Independent but represents 
the Party for Socialism and Liberation.

Also on the ballot are congressional 
races. Voters will choose between in-
cumbent Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va. and Re-
publican candidate Hung Cao. 

Virginia has 11 U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and each congressional dis-
trict has a contested race. View candi-
date information on the Virginia Public 
Access Project website. 

Local candidates vary across the state 
and include mayoral and school board 
races.

Various local referendums are on the 
ballot, along with an amendment to the 
Virginia constitution. Surviving spous-
es of soldiers who were killed in action 
currently receive a real property tax 
exemption. Voters will decide whether 
to extend the exemption to all surviving 
spouses of soldiers who have died in the 
line of duty.

Capital News Service is a program of 
Virginia Commonwealth University’s 
Robertson School of Media and Culture. 
Students in the program provide state 
government coverage for a variety of me-
dia outlets in Virginia.
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How to make renovation projects go smoothly
Homeowners are spending big 

bucks on home renovations. Accord-
ing to the Joint Center for Hous-
ing Studies at Harvard University, 
home improvement project spending 
continues to increase. It’s predicted 
to go from $472 billion spent in 2022 
to $485 billion in 2024.

Those targeting a specific home 
renovation likely know there is 
much that goes into the process from 
start to finish. Patience is a requisite 
virtue with any remodel, as even a 
thoroughly conceptualized plan can 
encounter a few bumps along the 
way. Although there is no way to 
completely remove renovation-relat-
ed obstacles, there are ways to make 
projects go more smoothly.

· Establish a clear plan from the 
beginning. Now is not the time to be 
on the fence about details. A vision 
for the renovation is essential, and 
should include details about layout, 
materials, colors, and design.

· Manage your expectations. Again, 
this speaks to a need for patience 
with a project but also involves flex-
ibility. Being too rigid when choos-
ing materials can require waiting 
for back-ordered supplies to come in. 
Wanting contractors to bend to your 

schedule can delay the project even 
further. Creativity and flexibility are 
key.

· Establish a budget. It can be easy 
to spend beyond one’s means, espe-
cially when issues crop up. Black 
House Real Estate stresses the im-
portance of creating a budget before 
starting a renovation, which may 
involve working with a local profes-
sional to help. Houzz advises pre-
paring for worst-case scenarios by 
adding anywhere from 1 percent to 
20 percent to the budget. Commit 
to sticking to the budget no matter 
what comes down the pike.

· Assemble a good team. Thor-
oughly research all contractors who 
will be involved with the renovation. 
These include designers, architects, 
builders, and more. Be sure they 
come highly recommended and re-
search online reviews. A good team 
removes some stress from the proj-
ect because you’ll know the work is 
in experienced hands.

· Prepare the space for the remod-
el. Any work you can do will help 
save on labor costs and make it eas-
ier for the team to get started on the 
project. Clear out clutter and person-
al items. Ask if it would be helpful 

for you to handle some demolition, 
whether that’s pulling up old tile, re-
moving drywall or another task.

· Have an escape hatch at the 
ready. Home renovations can cause 
upheaval to daily life, and that can 
mean stress on top of already chaotic 
schedules. If money and the situ-
ation allow, plan a getaway during 
a particularly tough stretch of the 

project so the noise, mess, and dis-
ruptions will not induce headaches. 
Consider spending a few nights at 
a hotel or at a friend or relative’s 
house to escape the constant grind of 
the project.

Home renovation projects add val-
ue and functionality to homes. Such 
undertakings can go more smoothly 
with some sound planning. 

Tips when hiring a contractor
Contractors perform important work for millions of 

homeowners every day. Home improvement projects 
are complicated undertakings, and the experience of 
skilled contractors can ensure jobs are completed on 
time and within homeowners’ budgets.

Homeowners have undoubtedly heard horror sto-
ries from neighbors about projects that have gone 
awry. Projects can go sideways for a number of rea-
sons, but a skilled contractor can help homeown-
ers navigate such situations successfully. That un-
derscores how important it can be to find the right 
professional for the job. The following are some tips 
homeowners can consider as they look to hire a con-
tractor.

· Identify which professional you need. Some con-
tractors are of the jack-of-all-trades variety, but 
many specialize in a particular line of work. It’s 
important that homeowners identify which type of 
contractor they should work with prior to starting a 
project. This requires homeowners to define the goal 
of the project (i.e., new wood floor installation), which 
can serve as a springboard into finding the right type 
of contractor.

· Prioritize building safety. Safety should be the ut-
most priority for homeowners and contractors alike. 
Prior to hiring a contractor, homeowners should iden-
tify any safety restrictions that might be enforced by 
local governments and take note of all the permits 
necessary to get a job done. Homeowners can then 
discuss those restrictions and permits as they inter-

view contractors. Projects that do not adhere to code 
are illegal and can compromise homeowners’ ability 
to sell their homes in the future. So, it’s vital to work 
with contractors who are familiar with local codes 
and aware of which permits are necessary to ensure 
a project can go forward.

· Insist on written estimates. Handshake agree-
ments offer no protection to homeowners or contrac-
tors, so estimates indicating what will be done and 
how much the project will cost should be provided. 
Homeowners should insist on receiving written esti-
mates and interpret an unwillingness to provide one 
as a significant red flag.

· Know your rights. Laws vary by region, but in 
general homeowners have a right to a written con-
tract and contractors are obligated to provide a copy 
of that contract signed by both parties. That contract 

must be provided prior to the start of the project. 
The contract should provide a detailed account of the 
work that will be done, as well as a timeline indicat-
ing important dates that components of the project 
will begin and be completed. The contract also should 
detail the materials and who is providing them. De-
tails regarding payments, guarantees and warran-
ties also should be cited.

· Do not pay in cash. Some contractors may suggest 
that the project will cost less if they’re paid in cash. 
However, home improvements should never be cash 
transactions. Cash does not indicate proof of pay-
ment, which can be problematic if a dispute arises.

Contractors help homeowners turn dream projects 
into reality. Homeowners can employ various strat-
egies to ensure they find the right professional for 
their home improvement project. 

Heating | Cooling | Electrical
hydroairsystems.net

Mechanical | Electrical | Generators
276.694.7308 • Cell: 276.692.7151

HYDRO AIR HYDRO AIR 
SYSTEMS, INC.SYSTEMS, INC.

Joey Errichetti, 
Owner

50 YEARS MASONRY 
EXPERIENCE

JOE JAMES 
336-382-5752

CALL ME FOR YOUR MASONRY NEEDS NEW AND OLD
NATURAL AND MANUFACTURED STONE

SPECIALIZING IN REPAIRS INCLUDING CHIMNEYS

2024
7 Fall Tips for Readying Your Outdoor 

Power Equipment for Winter
After your lawn gets its last cut 

before winter, it will be time to 
put away spring and summer out-
door power equipment, like lawn 
mowers, leaf blowers, and trim-
mers. It’s also important to ready 
snow throwers, generators and 
other small engine equipment for 
winter use. How and when you 
prepare your equipment for sea-
sonal changes can save you time 
and money later, says the Out-
door Power Equipment Institute 
(OPEI).

“Readying your equipment for 
winter needs is important as the 
weather changes,” says Kris Kiser, 
President and CEO of OPEI. “It’s 
also important to put your fall 
equipment away correctly. What 
you do now when you put away 
your equipment, sets you up for an 
easier start in the spring.”

Here are seven tips from OPEI to 
ensure snow throwers will be ready 
when the flakes fly and chainsaws, 
generators and other equipment 
are ready for winter storms.  Also, 
your lawn mower and other spring 
equipment will be available and 
ready for use when warmer tem-
peratures return.        

#1 - Review owner’s manuals. 
Re-familiarize yourself with how 
to handle equipment safely. Lost 
manuals can be found online. Save 
a copy on your computer if pos-

sible, so it can be consulted when 
needed. Be familiar with your 
equipment, and all its features, in-
cluding how to turn it off quickly 
and safely.

#2 - Service all equipment. Be-
fore storing spring and summer 
equipment, clean and service it 
or take it to a small engine repair 
shop. Change engine oil and safely 
dispose of the old oil. Service the 
air filter, and do other mainte-
nance as directed by the owner’s 
manual. Check winter equipment 
and see if any maintenance and re-
pairs are required.

#3 - Handle fuel properly. Un-

used fuel left in gas tanks over 
the winter can go stale and even 
damage equipment. Before storing 
equipment, add fuel stabilizer to 
the gas tank, then run the equip-
ment to distribute it. Turn the 
engine off, allow the machine to 
cool, then restart and run until 
the gas tank is empty. For winter 
equipment, buy the recommended 
type of fuel no more than 30 days 
before use. Use fuel with no more 
than 10% ethanol in outdoor power 
equipment. Use a fuel stabilizer if 
recommended by the manufactur-
er. Get more information on safe 
fueling for outdoor power equip-

ment at LookBeforeYouPump.com.
#4 - Charge batteries. Remove 

and fully charge batteries before 
storing. Don’t store batteries on 
metal shelves or allow them to 
touch metal objects. Store them on 
a plastic or wood shelf in a climate-
controlled structure.

#5 - Shelter equipment from 
winter weather. Store spring and 
summer equipment in a clean and 
dry place such as a garage, barn or 
shed. Winter equipment should be 
kept away from the elements, but 
be easily available for use. 

#6 - Prepare, prepare, prepare. 
Make space in the garage or base-
ment before the weather changes, 
so there is room to store larger 
yard items. Remove sticks, debris, 
dog and kid’s toys and other items 
from your yard that can damage 
or destroy equipment. Clear the 
paths used regularly, especially 
during the winter when snow can 
“hide” things. 

#7 - Have the right weather 
appropriate extension cord for 
your generator. Keep heavy duty 
outdoor-rated extension cords on 
hand. Ensure the cord is the right 
length to operate the generator a 
safe distance from the building. 
Never operate a generator indoors, 
in a garage, breezeway or under 
an open window or near any air in-
take for a building.

Fall Home Improvement
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Keep your HVAC unit running strong
Heating and air conditioning 

units are a lifeline, whether in the 
dog days of summer or frigid win-
ter lows, and maintaining your unit 
ensures it will be there to keep your 
family comfortable when the mer-
cury rises or falls. The following are 
some steps homeowners can take 
to keep their units in tip-top shape 
this summer.

· Replace the air filter on the unit. 
Dirt, dust, debris, and pollen in 

summer can quickly fill the filter. 
Replacing these filters can make 
the unit operate more efficiently 
and keep air circulating through-
out the house no matter the season. 
Some filters are more expensive 
than others, but the cost is still low, 
and the energy savings can be sub-
stantial. Ask your professional for 
advice when needed.

· Schedule annual maintenance 
on the unit. Routine maintenance 

performed by a local 
HVAC technician is an-
other way to ensure the 
unit is running at peak 
capacity when it’s most 
needed. HVAC techni-
cians can identify prob-
lems and recommend 
services that homeown-
ers may not recognize 
they need until the 
outside temperatures 
fluctuate - up or down. 
Annual maintenance 
appointments also give 
HVAC professionals a 
chance to assess a sys-
tem compared to the 
previous year, which 
can help them identify 
if a unit is nearing its 
end. That can ensure 
homeowners are not 
caught off guard when 
the unit needs to be re-
placed.

· Help the unit make 
it through the season. 
Whether it’s a typical 
summer or winter, or a 
season that is marked 
by a handful of heat 
waves or cold snaps, 

HVAC units can use a little help. 
Closing curtains throughout the 
house on hot afternoons is a natural 
way to keep a home cool during a 
heat wave, and also can help block 
cold winds, which means savings 
on home cooling and heating costs 
while protecting a unit from being 
overworked. Ceiling fans also can 
be installed to circulate air, regard-
less of the season.

· Use a programmable ther-
mostat. Programmable thermo-
stats allow homeowners to set the 
temperatures inside their homes 

throughout the day. If no one is 
home during the afternoon, there’s 
no reason to have the HVAC wide-
open. Program the thermostat so 
the house is comfortable when peo-
ple are home, but raise or lower the 
desired temperature when no one is 
around. That gives the HVAC unit 
a break and can help to dramatical-
ly reduce cooling and heating costs.

HVAC units will not last forever, 
but some simple maintenance can 
improve their life expectancy and 
keep homes comfortable. 

$299

$299 $299

$399 $399

Adams Grocery & Hardware 
4201 Stones Dairy Rd, Bassett, VA

(276) 629-7001

DEWALT CHAINSAWS HAVE ARRIVED

Premium solid unfinished Premium solid unfinished 
and prefinished oak flooring and prefinished oak flooring 
manufactured in Stuart, VAmanufactured in Stuart, VA

209 Progress Drive, Stuart VA 24171   
Ph:276-694-3208  email: sales@tenoaksflooring.com

Closeout/ 
Warehouse sale 

with prices as low as 
$1.50/SF FOR ¾”  
solid prefinished  

(By appointment only)

We’ve got you covered!

276.957.2010  •  276.694.1000
www.VippermanAir.com

CELEBRATING 

50 YEARS 

IN BUSINESS!!

The following are some steps homeowners can take to keep their HVAC units in tip-top 
shape, no matter the season.
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More Legals, continued on page 8

Get in touch with us today to discover the real difference that our consistent and 
high-quality cleaning services can make for your space!

We understand that every customer has different cleaning requirements,  
which is why our pricing structures are flexible and customized to meet each unique need. 

SSaarrvveerr  CClleeaanniinngg  
SSeerrvviicceess
(276) 647-7667

Looking for a trustworthy and dependable cleaning 
service that can meet your specific requirements? 
Look no further than Sarver Cleaning Services!

Our team of highly skilled professionals is fully equipped to offer a comprehensive range 
of services for various industries, commercial spaces, residential areas, and medical  
facilities. With over two decades of outstanding service, we have established ourselves 
as a reputable name in numerous counties throughout Virginia and North Carolina.

• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning

Our Services 
• RV Cleaning

• Medical Cleaning
• Flooring

At Sarver Properties, we believe that every client deserves the utmost care and attention 
throughout their real estate journey. That’s why all agents with Sarver Properties are hand-
picked for their exceptional qualities of integrity, compassion, and hard work. Our team is 
dedicated to going above and beyond to meet the unique needs and goals of each client, 
ensuring a smooth and successful real estate experience.

Buying, selling, or investing in real estate, Sarver Properties is here to guide you every step 
of the way.  We are proud to be your trusted partner in achieving your real estate dreams.

Experience the Sarver Properties difference and let us 
help you make your real estate aspirations a reality. Con-

tact us today to embark on your journey to success! 

5006 Kings Mountain Road | Collinsville, VA 24078
sarver-properties.com

276-732-3187

Richard Sarver
Broker

276-734-1854

Jesse Soots
Agent 

276-734-7416

Colby Sarver
Agent 

276-229-9805

Felicia Hirshfeld
Agent 

276-229-8485

Spencer Hirshfeld
Agent 

276-252-8286

Matt Tatum
Agent 

276-340-8207

Michelle Moore
Agent 

276-806-7039

Catherine Thomas
Agent 


