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Lawson, Mei, Gravely win election bids

By Taylor Boyd

Kathy Lawson, Julian Mei, and
Rayshaun Gravely won the three
open slots on the City of Martinsville
Council, surpassing fellow candidates
John Wilson IIT and LaNita Herlem
in the five-way race, according to un-
official election results.

Lawson, an incumbent who won her
fourth term on the council, received
the most votes in the election with
2,887 votes, or 24.80 percent of all
votes cast in her favor. “The citizens,
the voters, of Martinsville have shown
their faith in me and the job that I
have done,” Lawson said. “We're just
going to move forward to further ad-
vance our city and our citizenry.”

Mei received 21,38 percent of all
votes, or 2,488 votes. In a comment
to Star News, Mei said he appreci-
ated the congratulations, and noted

Kathy Lawson

that Martinsville’s in trouble. “T1ll do
my best to effect some change, but it’s
going to be difficult with some of the
choices Martinsville’s made,” he said.

Gravely received 2,480 votes, or
21.31 percent of the votes. Through-

Julian Mei

out the entire election, Gravely said
he didn’t know what the results would
be. “I didn’t feel like I was going to
lose, I didn’t feel like I was winning, I
was in the middle, and that showed to-
night — I was in the middle. You know,

Rayshaun Gravely

second place. But it’s been great. The
community showed out, came up, and
did what they thought was best for

us,” he said.
Wilson received 2,095, or 18 per-
(See Election Wins p. 2)

The former Crestview Apartments on Halifax Drive in Collinsville are under new ownership.
Repairs to and remodeling of the 20-unit apartment complex is underway.

Apartment complex
changes hands; neighbors
excited to see changes

By Taylor Boyd

The former Crestview Apart-
ments on Halifax Drive in Collins-
ville have a new owner, and neigh-
bors are hoping it will help improve
the neighborhood.

Michael Lindow said he purchased
the 20-unit apartments in October
from Ken Lazaro, who owned the
complex for about 30 years. Lindow
said he and his company, Ridgeway
Halifax LLC, decided to purchase
the apartments because it seemed
like a good project.

“It’s hopefully going to help clean
up that neighborhood a little bit,”
he said.

Within days of the purchase,
large dumpsters were onsite, and
trash and debris were being thrown
away and removed.

“It’s a lot of work every day. For
us, it’s kind of like an onion, and
we’re peeling back one layer at a
time. I don’t really see any big chal-
lenges, it’s just going to be a mat-
ter of time is all,” Lindow said, and
estimates work on the apartments
will be completed within four to six
months.

“We're looking forward to getting
this project done, getting it back on
the market at market-rate rents,”
he said.

Currently, work is focused on the
leftmost apartment building, with
walls being replaced, and ceilings
being repaired. Some units are be-
ing gutted to make reoutfitting eas-
ier. As a result, most of the apart-
ments on that side of the complex

(See Apartment Complex p. 2)

Program Aims to Equip
Inmates with Job Skills
for sze After Release

P&HCC President Greg Hodges and Henry
County Sheriff Wayne Davis inked an
agreement last week to provide trade
education to inmates housed in the Henry
County Adult Detention Center.

A groundbreaking partnership
between Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College (P&HCC) and
the Henry County Sheriff’'s Office
aims to change the future for lo-
cal inmates by equipping them
with trade skills for employment
after release. The historic agree-
ment, signed on Nov. 4, will bring

P&HCC instructors into the Hen-
ry County Adult Detention Center
to teach inmates trades, starting
with industrial electrical train-
ing.

The initial 15-week industrial
electrical course is scheduled to
begin in 2025, with classes tak-

(See Job Skills p. 2)

Holiday Havoc 2 to benefit
P&HCC’s wrestling team

By Taylor Boyd

National Independent Cham-
pionship Wrestling (NICW) will
hold Holiday Havoc 2 at Patrick
& Henry Community College’s
(P&HCC) Stone Hall Gym on Sat-
urday, November 23. Doors open
at 6 p.m., and the bell for the first
match will start at 7 p.m.

NICW owner Scott Rutter, of
Rutter’s Martial Arts, said pro-
ceeds from the event will go to-
wards the P&HCC Wrestling
Team.

“When I host wrestling events,
this is probably two years we've
been doing events in” Patrick and
Henry counties, “we’ve always
looking for causes and things to
give back to,” he said.

When NICW held its first Holi-
day Havoc last year, Rutter said
it coincided with the P&HCC’s
wrestling team’s first year.

SPECTRUM
MEDICAL

The team was “in need of some
funds and different things to help
them out. We did a show last year,
helped them raise some money,
and we're doing it again this year
hoping we can make it an annual
thing,” he said.

Rutter said six matches are on
the card including a NICW World
Heavyweight Championship
match with “Bam Bam” Lance Er-
ikson vs. Mike Mars. A flag match
also is scheduled between Team
USA as Scott Lee, Tony Ray, and
Ace Englund face Viktor Kraus &
The Invaders of Team Germany.

Rutter said Ray is a P&HCC
student and wrestling team mem-
ber.

“He’s known as ‘USA Tony
Ray,” he said. “Right now, it’s a
big battle between which country
is better, you know, Germany or

(See Holiday Havoc p. 2)

2 Convenient Locations

Shoe boxes packed at a local church. (Contributed)

Operation Chrlstmas Chlld Seeks Local
Support for Annual Shoe Box Drive

By dJessica Dillon

Operation  Christ-
mas Child, an annual
project led by Samari-
tan’s Purse, 1s under-
way, inviting local
communities to help
pack shoe boxes filled
with essential items
and gifts for children
around the world.
Each box contains sup-
plies and a message
of hope, as well as a
personal letter from
the donor, making it
a unique, impactful
gift for many children
in need. For some, it’s
the only gift they’ll
ever receive, says local

Danville
109 Bridge Street
4th Floor

434-793-4711

area coordinator Mark
Hubbard. “For many of
these children, these
shoe boxes are the first
and only gift they ever
get,” he said.

Mark and his wife,
Tammy, became in-
volved after Tammy
visited a processing
center and felt deeply
moved by the program.
Soon, they took on
roles as project lead-
ers at their church
and eventually became

g

area coordinators for
the Blue Ridge Team.
Now, they help coor-
dinate the packing of

(See Shoe Box p. 3)
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FElection Wins

(cont. from page 1)

cent, of the votes while 1,613 votes, or 13.86 per-
cent of them, were cast for Herlem; 76 votes, or
0.65 percent of all votes, were write-in ballots.

In the race for the 9th Congressional District,
Morgan Griffith, incumbent, prevailed in his bid
against challenger Karen Baker, a democrat from
Floyd. Griffith, R-Salem, pulled ahead early on,
and by 8:30 p.m., Baker conceded the race.

“I look forward to continuing to be a conserva-
tive voice in Washington for the people of the 9th
Congressional District, and I really appreciate the
mandate they gave me this evening,” Griffith said.

While Griffith won the overall election, Baker
won Martinsville by clinching 3,167 votes, to the
2,229 votes cast for Griffith. Unofficial results indi-
cate 12 write-in ballots also were cast.

Apartment Complex

(cont. from page 1)

Griffith won most votes in Henry County, with
16,647 to Baker’s 7,819; and there were 49 write-in
votes cast.

In Martinsville, Vice President Kamala Har-
ris won 3,378 votes to former President Donald
Trump’s 2,117 votes, with 15 write-in ballots cast,
according to unofficial results. In Henry County,
Trump picked up 16,541 votes to the 8,295 cast for
Harris.

Incumbent U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Richmond,
defeated his challenger Hung Cao in the city with
3,458 votes compared to Cao’s 1,912. Nine write-in
ballots were cast.

In Henry County, Kaine received 9,390 votes;
Cao received 15,230, and 42 write-in ballots were
cast.

According to unofficial election results, Martins-
ville had a 60 percent voter turnout. Of the 9,281
registered voters, 5,609 cast ballots during the No-
vember 5 election.

Henry County had a 67 percent voter turnout ac-
cording to unofficial election results. Of the 37,203
registered voters, 25,080 cast a ballot in the Tues-
day election.

To see a breakdown of votes by precincts
in Henry County, visit https:/enr.elections.
virginia.gov/results/public/henry-county/
elections/2024NovemberGeneral.

To see a breakdown of votes by precincts
in Martinsville, wvisit https://enr.elections.vir-
ginia.gov/results/public/martinsville-city/
elections/2024NovemberGeneral.

Exterior walls are bemg replaced and the roof has been

fixed.

are also vacant.

The small balconies on each unit have also been
removed and the doors that once led to the bal-
conies are covered with boards. The roofs of all
apartments have also been replaced.

While most of the units in that section of the
complex are vacant, Lindow said some tenants
were part of the deal when he purchased the prop-
erty.

Neighbor Rick Anderson said he and others in
the neighborhood are excited about the apart-
ments’ new management.

“It’s not we're a top scale neighborhood, but we
still want stuff halfway decent,” he said. Within
the first three weeks, Anderson said the trees and
overgrown foliage have been cut down, the out-
side walls are being redone, and other issues were
being addressed.

But Anderson said Lindow’s “got a long way to
go.” He noted that insulation would have to be re-
moved and replaced on every unit. “None of these
AC units worked. They had no air or heat,” Ander-
son said of the tenants living in those units.

So far, about 15 large dumpsters have been
filled with trash and removed, Anderson said, and

The balcony areas on the apartments have been barricaded

due to safety concerns.

since the apartments came under new manage-
ment, many of the issues neighbors were dealing
with have largely disappeared.

It’s “nothing like it used to be,” he said.

Several neighborhood residents attended the
July 23 Henry County Board of Supervisors meet-
ing to detail the issues they encountered, includ-
ing multiple acts of violence, drunk driving, drug
issues, the apartments’ derelict conditions, and
numerous others.

One of those residents, Donald Gilbert, said
that so far, he is satisfied with Lindow’s work.

“I hope everything goes good,” Gilbert said, and
noted Lindow had exterminators at the apart-
ments to try and deal with the rodent and insect
problems.

The apartments “were pretty filled up with
roaches and stuff. They’re doing a lot of work out
there. They're looking better,” Gilbert said. “With
the work he’s done, you can tell they’re hauled a
lot of stuff out from over there. I don’t think he
realized how bad a shape those apartments were
n.”

Gilbert believes a lot of the issues neighborhood
residents experienced are largely gone because

Numerous bright green dumpsters have been filled and
removed from the property.

The interiors ofthe aparments” are”being‘ gutted in
preparation of being retrofitted with new, working
appliances.

several apartment tenants moved.

“We still have a lot of heavy traffic going in and
out, so I don’t know what’s causing all of that. A
lot of” the same cars “going in and out repeatedly”
every day, he said. However, “from what the man
(Lindow) says, he ain’t going to put up with no
foolishness over there.”

Holiday Havoc

(cont. from page 1)

America. They're building that
up really well, so that’s a good
match on the card.”

A NICW Mid-Atlantic Heri-
tage Championship match will
also take place between Bobby
Yela and Chase Bennett.

“There’s two luchador-style
wrestlers, a gentleman by the
name of Big Bite vs. Santiago
for the (NICW) Cruiserweight
Championship,” Rutter said,
adding the wrestlers will per-
form using the lucha libre acro-

batic style of wrestling.

Martinsville native Daniel
Craig and Adam Hex, of Fiel-
dale, will also appear along with
Critical Mazz, Shang Hai Pierce
Jr., and Douglas J. Wentworth
II1.

Rutter said “The Russian
Nightmare” Nikita Koloff, who
wrestled for National Wrestling
Alliance (NWA), World Cham-
pionship Wrestling (WCW), and
Jim Crockett Promotions, will
also make an appearance.

NATIONAL INDEPENDENT GHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING
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During his wrestling tenure,
Koloff, born Nelson Scott Simp-
son, held various champion-
ships including the NWA United
States Championship, the NWA
World Tag Team Championship,
and the NWA World Six-Man
Tag Team Championship.

Koloff was inducted into the
NWA Hall of Fame in 2008.

The show is sponsored by Rut-
ter’s Martial Arts, Boyce-Hol-
land Veterinary Services, Bry-
ant Radio, Friedrichs Family
Eye Center, Lawless Welding &
Fabrications Inc., John Adams
Grocery, Lee’s Tire & Wheels,

and Impressive Prints & De-
signs.

Advanced tickets are $12 for
adults and $10 for children.
Tickets at the door are $15 for
adults and $12 for children.

Those five and under are ad-
mitted free. Tickets for P&HCC
students and staff are $8.

Advance tickets can be pur-
chased at Bryant Radio, Rut-
ter’s Martial Arts in Basset and
Stuart, and at the P&HCC West
Hall Switchboard.

For more information, visit
Facebook.com/Nationallndepen-
dentChampionshipWrestling.

Job Skills

(cont. from page 1)

ing place on Saturdays. P&HCC
President Dr. Greg Hodges ex-
pressed excitement about the ini-
tiative, emphasizing its potential
to reshape lives and strengthen
the community’s workforce.

“The economic renaissance
of this community is very, very
real,” Hodges said. He pointed
out the abundance of “good-pay-
ing jobs” in the area and a need
for more skilled workers. “They
get a skill, they get a credential,
they become employable, and get
what we call the ‘J-O-B degree,”
he said, stressing the transforma-
tive impact of job training on for-
merly incarcerated individuals.

Henry County Sheriff Wayne
Davis echoed this optimism.
“We're thankful for this oppor-
tunity,” he said. Both Davis and
Hodges hope the program will re-
duce recidivism by giving inmates
a chance at stable employment,
which can provide a meaningful
path forward. “This is a new fron-
tier in trying to reduce repeat of-
fenses,” Davis added.

The sheriff’s office is currently
polling inmates to gauge interest
in the program, while also assess-
ing security needs to determine
which participants are suitable.
“We absolutely have to take se-
curity risks into consideration
for our facility, as well as for the

staff at Patrick & Henry,” Davis
said. P&HCC has entrusted the
inmate selection process entirely
to the sheriff’s department.

The program places Henry
County at the forefront of a small
but growing trend in Virginia.
“This is relatively new,” Hodges
said, noting that P&HCC will be
only the fifth college in the state
to launch a program like this.
With local demand for skilled
labor outpacing supply, the pro-
gram is expected to benefit both
the graduates and the broader
workforce.

“These certificates will help in-
mates get fantastic-paying jobs,”
Hodges said, adding that the pro-
gram’s emphasis on career path-
ways aligns with local industry
needs. As the program grows,
P&HCC plans to introduce ad-
ditional trades, offering more
inmates a “path to financial free-
dom,” Hodges explained. “Hope is
a very powerful word,” he added,
stressing the importance of giv-
ing inmates a chance to envision
a positive future.

Inmates will not bear any cost
for the training; funding will
come primarily from state allo-
cations, with additional support
from college resources. The first
graduates are expected in late
spring 2025.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Event information/calendar items must be
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)

Meetings

Tuesday, November 12
City Council Meeting, 7 p.m., Municipal
Building 55 W Church St., Martinsville.

Wednesday, November 13

Uptown Pedestrian Safety Meeting, 6 p.m.,
Municipal Building 55 W Church St., Martins-
ville.

Events

Friday, November 8- Saturday, Novem-
ber 9

LAST BIG BASEMENT SALE of 2024 and
EVERYTHING is priced to go at Fido’s Finds
and Kitties Kollectibles, 119 East Main Street
in UpTown Martinsville on Friday, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Tuesday, November 12

Local historian Jarred Marlowe, VMI Class
of 2015, will recount the Battle of New Market
at 10:30 a.m., in the Susan L. Adkins Memorial
Meeting Room, Bassett Historical Society, 3964
Fairystone Park Hwy, Bassett. Free and open
to the public.

Amateur Cooking Competition, 2:30 p.m.,
Ridgeway Branch Library, 900 Vista View Ln,
Ridgeway.

Thursday, November 14

Dr. Elliot Engel: da Vinci: Before the Code,
6 p.m., Piedmont Arts. Many scholars consider
Leonardo Da Vinci to be the greatest artistic ge-
nius in the history of Western Civilization. Dr.
Elliot Engel will probe the breadth and depth of
Leonardo’s extraordinary mind while revealing
the fascinating causes for his many unfinished
masterpieces. He even tackles the universal
mystery of Mona Lisa’s smile. A catered dinner
will begin at 6 p.m. and the lecture will begin
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $45 for dinner and the lec-
ture, and $20 for just the lecture. Tickets can
be purchased online at PiedmontArts.org or by
calling the museum.

Friday, November 15

Amateur Cooking Competition, 2:30 p.m.,
Martinsville Branch Library, 310 Church St E,
Martinsville.

Wednesday, November 20

Upward Basketball and Cheerleading Evalu-
ation, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Fort Trial Baptist
Church, 170 Oak Level Rd, Stanleytown.

Thursday, November 21

Henry County will hold a Comprehensive
Plan Public Workshop #3, 6-7:30 p.m., Galilean
House of Worship, 5078 A.L. Philpott Highway,
Martinsville.

Ongoing

All branches of the Blue Ridge Regional Li-
brary are hosting the annual “Food for Fines
Food Drive,” with $1 waived from overdue fines
for each non-perishable food item donated. All
food items collected will be donated to the Sal-
vation Army of Martinsville VA, Service Center
and the Patrick County Food Bank. This will
run through November 30.

Fruit Fundraiser for Martinsville Band, pur-
chase fruit to support the band through Novem-
ber 12. Orders can be placed at www.thebull-
dogband.com or by calling (276) 403-5870.

Book sale, hosted by the Friends of the Blue
Ridge Regional Library, in the basement of the
main branch, 310 E. Church St., Martinsville.
The “Members Only” portion of the sale is Fri-
day, Dec. 6, 2-5 p.m. (those interested may join
at the door), and Saturday’s sale, 9:30 a.m.-2
p.m. on Dec. 7, is open to the public. Civil war,
children’s books, and puzzles are among those
highlighted, with a special sale on shelved hard-
back and paperback fiction-buy 2/get 1 free.
Each group of 3 must be either hardback or all
paperback. All proceeds go back into the library
system.

The 29th annual Coats for Kids Drive is un-
derway through Nov. 29. For more information,
call Debra Buchanan, (276) 358-1463. Drop off
new or gently used coats at Hollywood Cinema
or One-Hour Martinizing on Rives Road, Mar-

tinsville.

Uptown Farmers Market is open Saturdays
7:30 a.m. to noon through November 16.

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific
Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd,
Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 a.m.
The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children un-
der 12. All you can eat sausage, fried bologna,
eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, made from
scratch biscuits, made to order pancakes, coffee
and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to a
mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel music by
different bands each week. If you want, bring a
snack to share. This event is free to the public.
Any donations received will go to the Bassett
Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with
your library card. The passes are good for one
day and exclude special events. There is a wait
period before you can check out the pass again.
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us.

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New
members are welcome. For more information,
please call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

Shoe Box

(cont. from page 1)
T o \ years old
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A handwritten note by an area child will be included in a
shoe box. (Contributed)

boxes for children around the globe, each filled
with essentials like toothbrushes, school sup-
plies, and a “wow” item—a special toy such as
a yo-yo or a doll.

“Children can’t go to school because they
don’t have pencils or paper,” Tammy Hubbard
said, emphasizing the importance of including
these small yet crucial items. For recipients,
these boxes provide tools that improve their
daily lives and even help them access educa-
tion.

In each box, a personal letter from the donor
is placed on top, making the gift feel personal
and special. Some children have even reached
out to their donors to express gratitude. Tam-
my Hubbard recalled one story where a re-
cipient from a distant village was determined
to thank a team member. “Somebody in the
village saw it and her email, and they were
adamant about getting in touch with that per-
son to let her know that they got her box,” she
said.

For children in remote or conflict-stricken
regions, items that are common in the U.S. can
be life-changing. “It’s unimaginable for some-
one here to think about,” said Mark Hubbard.
“They’re talking about getting a toothbrush in

Volunteers prepare shoe boxes for Operat|on Chrlstmas
Child. (Contributed)

their box, but they were in an orphanage shar-
ing a toothbrush with 26 people.”

Beyond physical gifts, Operation Christmas
Child offers a 12-lesson course called “The
Greatest Journey,” which teaches children
about Christian faith and how to share it with
others. “A lot of them accept Christ through
this ministry,” Mark Hubbard said, adding
that some children go on to start churches or
volunteer with Operation Christmas Child
when they grow up.

For those interested in participating,
Mark Hubbard emphasized that boxes can
be packed from home, with an online option
for added convenience. A $10 donation is re-
quested for each box to help cover the cost of
transportation and minister training. Donors
can also choose to include a copy of The Great-
est Journey, a booklet that further introduces
children to the teachings of Jesus.

Some donors even choose to pack boxes in
honor of loved ones. “You can do it in memory
or honor of your parents or spouses,” Tammy
Hubbard said, noting that it’s a meaningful
way to give back. Each box can be tracked af-
ter it’s sent to the processing center, allowing
donors to follow their gift’s journey.

The couple were touched by last year’s com-
munity turnout, with more than 16,000 boxes
packed between the Franklin and Henry coun-
ty areas. This year, they’re hoping to surpass
17,000. Since Operation Christmas Child be-
gan in 1993, more than 220 million shoe boxes
have been delivered to children worldwide.

Shoe boxes will be accepted at four area
churches from November 18 through Novem-
ber 25. For details on packing tips, drop-off
locations, and times, visit http:/www.samari-
tanspurse.org.

The Martinsville Police De-
partment, in collaboration with
Jarrett Marketing LLC, recently
announced that Officer Andrew
Horsley was named Officer of the
Quarter. This prestigious recog-
nition is awarded to officers who
demonstrate exceptional dedica-
tion and hard work within the
department and the community.

Horsley, who joined the police
department a little more than a
year ago, after serving as a cor-

sixX years

See more at
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

rections officer for three years.
He 1s currently assigned to the
Patrol Division. In addition to
his law enforcement duties, he
serves as a sergeant in the Vir-
ginia National Guard, where he
has been an active member for

The new Dutch Inn Restaurant
and Hollywood Cinema contrib-
uted free meals, and movie pass-
es in celebration of Officer Hors-
ley’s achievement.

Martinsville Police Officer Andrew Horsley (center) is flanked by Martinsville Police Chief

Horsley named Ofﬁcer of the Quarter

Robert “Rob” Fincher (left) and Michael Jarrett, of Jarrett Marketing LLC. (Star News)
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OPINION

The United States
is close to existing for
250 years, in which
we have exercised
stable and relatively
peaceful government.
Due to the unjust and
tyrannical British
throne, our American
ancestors engaged in
a series of conflicts
and disputes that cul-
minated in the Amer-
ican Revolution.

With the help of
Virginian leaders like
George Washington
and Patrick Henry,
among others, the
American colonies
were able to slay the
imperialism of King
George III. This vic-
tory marked the first
time in the Western
Hemisphere that a
people toppled their
European overlords.

American inde-
pendence caught the
attention of other
colonies in the New

World.
One colony who
took immediate no-

tice was on an island
just south of Florida
known as Hispaniola
(present-day Haiti
and the Dominican
Republic) and the site
of Christopher Co-
lumbus’ 1492 arrival
to the New World.

Originally a colony
of Spain’s that re-
ceived many slaves
from the slave trade,
France settled the
western part of the
island (colony known
as St. Domingue)
while Spain main-
tained Santo Domin-
go and the eastern
part.

Fed up with the
Europeans, a slave
revolt in 1791 took
Hispaniola by storm.
Toussaint Louver-
ture, a freed former
slave, soon led the
Haitian Indepen-
dence movement on
the French western
side of the island.

After Louverture’s
success, he emanci-
pated the slaves in
St.  Domingue and
eventually helped
free the eastern side
of the island from the
Spanish.

The Haitian Revo-
lution was a signifi-
cant achievement,
as it was the second
domino to fall against
European colonialism

Haiti

NS 3

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

in the New World,
and the first instance
where former slaves
or indigenous peoples
led the revolution.

Their indepen-
dence, like America’s,
inspired  promising

prospects of a bright
future.

One of Haiti’s cul-
tural  contributions
was in the realm
of literature. The
grandson of a Haitian
slave, and the son of
a mixed-race general
who fought under
Napoleon, Alexan-
dre Dumas produced
several notable liter-
ary works in the 19th
century.

“The  center  of
the most animated
group was a Muske-
teer of great height
and haughty counte-
nance, dressed in a
costume so peculiar
as to attract gen-
eral attention” reads
the opening line to a
chapter in The Three
Musketeers.

Another renowned
novel, The Count of
Monte Cristo, is a top
literary classic to this
very day.

Nearly 250 years
later, despite great
early leaders and
clear intellects like
Dumas, Haiti’s ear-
ly success has not
translated to a stable
or relatively peaceful

government.
Today, Haiti 1is
struggling.
In 2021, Haiti’s

president was assas-
sinated in his private
residence, plunging
the country into cha-
0s.

Armed gangs now
fight for control of the
streets, as Port-Au-
Prince, the country’s
capital, 1s estimated
to be almost entirely
controlled by various
gangs.

700,000 people
have been displaced
according to the Unit-
ed Nations (UN), and
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nearly five million
Haitians face severe
food insecurity.

Haiti’s main in-
ternational airport,
named for Louver-
ture, was closed for
months. A UN heli-
copter was recently
shot at and forced to
make an emergency
landing.

Two U.S. mission-
aries were tragically
murdered this May.
The U.S. has called
for all their citizens
and aid workers to
immediately leave
the country.

These  conditions
make the country
impossible to live
in. Unlike most who
immigrate to the
United States across
our southern border,
some Haitians may
actually have a le-
gitimate claim to asy-
lum.

As this crisis un-
folds in “America’s
backyard”, 1 have
to ask the question:
where 1s President
Biden? Where 1s Ka-
mala Harris? She
was supposed to come
up with solutions to
“root causes of migra-
tion” problems on the
southern border. To
my knowledge, she
has done nothing re-
garding Haitians flee-
ing terror and chaos
in their country.

It is true that in
June, Kenyan forces
arrived in Haiti in an
attempt to stabilize
the situation. And in
fairness, the United
States is funding part
of Kenya’s effort.

The U.S. had at one
point expressed inter-
est in transforming
this security mission
into a peacekeeping
operation, supported
by the Ambassador
of Haiti, but China
and Russia have
been supportive of
the armed forces ap-
proach.

Could Russia and
China be hoping for
further instability in
Haiti, where there
could be potential
spillover effects into
the U.S.?

I can’t say.

But as Russian
warships make vis-
its to ports in Cuba,
Venezuela and Ni-
caragua, and China
makes billions of dol-
lars in investments in
Latin America, Haiti
is no doubt a country
our adversaries have
their eyes on.

We hope that the
country of Haiti, as
one of the earliest
republics in the New
World, won’t be just
a pawn, but will be
able to straighten out
its problems and once
again have a stable
and peaceful govern-
ment.

If you have ques-

tions, concerns, or
comments, call my
Abingdon office at
276-525-1405, my
Christiansburg of-

fice at 540-381-5671,
or via email at www.
morgangriffith.
house.gov.

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Christmas Connections

For a couple of 2-hour

car rides, my daughter
and I were transported
out of our daily life and
away from our actual
ages, and we became
timeless.

That was all thanks to
the magic of Christmas
music.

Holly
Kozelsky

Of course, we marked
the start of our Christmas music
extravaganza with eyerolls and
chuckles. We were driving to my
best friend’s house, deep inside
North Carolina, when we changed
the stations on the radio dial.

We were looking for any pop or
rock song with a little pep to bring
us down U.S. 220, but what we got
instead was “Deck the Halls with
Boughs of Holly.”

“Falalalala, lalalala,” we both
sang back loudly, with laughter.
We turned up the volume and con-
tinued belting out the old familiar
tune.

The day after Halloween is pret-
ty early for Christmas early for
Christmas music, but that’s what
99.5 does, we recalled, as we were
singing.

Yes, we know people go for
streaming music rather than the
radio, and when we are alone, we
do a lot of streaming. However,
when we are together, we listen to
the radio. It seems to be a neutral
meeting ground for opposite gener-
ations. When one of us doesn’t like
a song, it’s not the other’s fault. It’s
the radio station’s.

Likewise, we do not stream
Christmas music. We tried that
once, and it was quite a disappoint-
ment. For one, even though we say
we get tired of hearing the same
Christmas songs by the same sing-
ers over and over again, when we
are introduced to Christmas songs
we haven’t heard before, which
tends to come with streaming, they
don’t feel like Christmas to us, and
we don’t have the patience to sit
through them. For another thing, a
big part of what makes Christmas
music special is its scarcity. If we
listen to it in a way we could be lis-
tening to it all year long, that’s no
fun at all.

We are purists and won’t deco-
rate a thing for Christmas until af-
ter Thanksgiving, and we certainly
wouldn’t play Christmas music in
a public setting where other people
could hear it until then, either.

But when we are alone, we relish
it.

My teenager has just gotten her

driver’s permit, and I am struck
with the fear of the rapid passage of
time. These days of active mother-
hood, with a child at home, will not
last forever. The end looms menac-
ingly ahead.

In fact, as we were zooming down
220, she was telling me how one day
she’d be doing the driving there.
She was talking of being older —
and the unspoken accompaniment,
of no longer needing Mama — when
suddenly Gene Autrey brought my
little girl back.

“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer!” she crooned along with him,
exactly as she has for all her life —
“had a very shiny nose!”

When else will we hear Burl Ives,
Frank Sinatra, Gene Autry, Otis
Redding, Brenda Lee, Nat King
Cole, Paul McCartney, Wham, The
Waitresses, Harry Belafonte, The
Temptations, Trans-Siberian Or-
chestra, Johnny Mathis, Dean Mar-
tin, Jackson 5, Bruce Springsteen,
The Beach Boys, the Ronettes, Kar-
en Carpenter, Elvis Presley, The
Kinks, Donny Hathaway, Eartha
Kitt, Perry Como, Bobby Helms,
Chuck Berry, the Eagles, Ella
Fitzgerald, Jose Feliciano, Bing
Crosby, Stevie Wonder, Thurl Ra-
venscroft, Darlene Love, Band Aid,
Whitney Houston - and more for
new year, Dan Fogelberg (“Same
Old Lang Syne,” the New Year’s
Eve song).

Alas, it also brings us the Chip-
munks, the Muppets and more
Mariah Carey and Celine Dion
than anyone can take.

Christmas music is about Christ-
mas, but it’s more than that. Per-
sonally speaking, it is the thread
that connects all the years of our
life. Culturally speaking, it keeps
in our ears wonderful singers who
otherwise would not be played on
the radio and perhaps even would
have been forgotten by time.

Ten months of the year, we are
isolated by the sounds and the
fads that come and go temporarily.
During the two months of the year
that Christmas music is played, we
transcend fad and fashion to recon-
nect.

Another favorite joke

I’'m writing this column on the
morning of Tuesday, November 5:
Election Day.

By the time this column runs
in the newspaper, the next Presi-
dent of the United States will
likely have been selected, hope-
fully with a minimum of chaos
and pandemonium.

However, I have no idea what’s
going to happen. And so, in what
I am officially establishing as a
tradition since I've now done it
for three Presidential elections
in a row, I'm instead going to tell
you one of my favorite jokes. I
hope you enjoy.

A guy moves out to a little cabin
in the mountains. He’s been liv-
ing there for about a month when
he gets a knock on the door. He
opens the door to reveal a hulking
mountain man, easily seven feet
tall, with a big bushy beard. The
mountain man wipes his hand on
his dirty overalls, sticks it out,
and the guy shakes his hand.

“Howdy,” the mountain man
says. “Like to apologize for not
stopping by sooner. I live on the
other side of that ridge to the
south. Reckon I'm what you’d call
the local welcoming committee.”

“Nice to meet you,” the guy
says.

“Pleasure,” the mountain man
says. “Since you're new to the
area, I wanted to be neighborly
and invite you to a party at my
place this Friday night.”

“Of course,” the guy says. “I'm
free that evening and I'd love to
come.”

“Great,” the mountain man
says. He starts to walk away and
then pauses.

“Now I gotta level with you,”
the mountain man says. “At this
party, there’s gonna be some
drinking.”

The guy chuckles. “Sounds good
to me. I pledged a frat in college, I
think I can handle myself.”

“Good, good!” The mountain

By Ben R. Williams

man starts to walk away and
then pauses again.

“Of course, I gotta be up front
with you,” he says. “At this party,
there’s liable to be some fighting.”

The guy smiles. “I did a little
welterweight boxing in college,
as well. I might not look it, but I
figure I can handle myself.”

“Good, good!” The mountain
man starts to stroll away and
then pauses again.

“Now, I don’t mean to be tell-
ing any tales out of school,” the
mountain man says, “but at this
party ... well, there’s liable to be
some hugging. And some kissing.
And who knows where all that
might lead, if you're picking up
what I'm putting down.”

The guy nods. “Hey, I'm a
swinging bachelor,” he says. “You
won’t hear any complaints from
me!”

“Good, good,” the mountain man
says. “Like I said, I live right on
the other side of that south ridge,
just swing on by about 7 on Fri-
day night.”

“Looking forward to it,” the guy
says. “By the way, should I bring
anything?”

The mountain man laughs.
“Aw, it don’t matter none,” he
says. “It’s just gonna be you and
me!”
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Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin
has appointed Connie Nyholm to
the Board of Trustees for the In-
stitute for Advanced Learning and
Research (IALR) for a returning
three-year term. Nyholm previ-
ously served a three-year term on
the Board of Trustees beginning in
20117.

“T am honored to continue my ser-
vice on IALR’s Board of Trustees,
especially as we build on the vital
research, innovation and economic
and workforce development initia-
tives happening,” said Nyholm.

Nyholm is co-owner and CEO of
Virginia International Raceway
(VIR). An entrepreneur with a pas-
sion for Virginia, Nyholm has taken
VIR from near abandonment to one
of North America’s premier road
courses. VIR is now recognized for
its challenging track, unique mo-
torsport resort amenities, and as
a destination for professional and
amateur racing events, automo-
tive testing, and team-building
activities. Beyond her role at VIR,
Nyholm currently serves on the
board of the Virginia Chamber of
Commerce, the Motorsport Hall of
Fame of America and as a mem-
ber and Past President of the Road
Racing Industry Council.

TALR is governed by a 15-mem-
ber board of trustees consisting of
leaders of Averett University, Dan-
ville Community College and Vir-
ginia Tech; a leader of the board of
the Future of the Piedmont Foun-
dation; one Danville resident ap-
pointed by Danville City Council,
one Pittsylvania County resident
appointed by the Pittsylvania
County Board of Supervisors; and
nine business representatives re-
siding in Southside Virginia, three
appointed by the governor, three
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Nyholm reappointed
to IALR Board

Connie Nyholm

appointed by the Senate Commit-
tee on Rules and three appointed
by the speaker of the House of Del-
egates.

“We are delighted to have Con-
nie Nyholm rejoin the Board. Her
leadership at VIR has made an in-
delible impact on the region, estab-
lishing it as a premier motorsport
destination. Her experience, vision
and commitment to revitalizing
Southern Virginia will be invalu-
able as we continue to transform
our region,” — Donald Merricks,
chairman of the IALR Board, said.

The Institute for Advanced
Learning and Research serves
Virginia as a regional catalyst for
economic transformation with ap-
plied research, advanced learn-
ing, manufacturing advancement,
conference center services and
economic development efforts. The
Institute’s major footprint focuses
within Southern Virginia, includ-
ing the counties of Patrick, Henry,
Franklin, Pittsylvania, Halifax and
Mecklenburg along with the cities
of Martinsville and Danville.

Letter To The Editor

Presidential Election Results

My Dad asked if I was going to
stay up to watch the election re-
sults. I said, “No”, but I did anyway.
I was happy with the results, of
course, but the tension of the past
four years has made me think of a
1987 article entitled, “Pray More
and Dispute Less.” In this article
Leroy Garrett recounted the end of
the Civil War with Lee surrender-
ing to Grant at Appomattox:

“As Lee left the meeting, he
looked out on a sea of Union sol-
diers, who looked like a field blos-
soming with stars and stripes...
A sound of cheering spread across
the Union lines. Grant ordered
quiet as Lee rode away. “The war is
over,” he cried out to his men, ‘the
rebels are our countrymen again.’
General Joshua Chamberlain, who
received the surrender on behalf of
Grant, later recorded an account
of what transpired... The general
tells of the men in gray marching
before the Union army, giving the
soldier’s salutation and the “order
arms.” The officer leading the col-
umn, with heavy spirit and down-
cast face, as Chamberlain described
him, wheeled his horse superbly
and saluted profoundly by dropping
the point of his sword to the boot
toe. The armies then passed before
each other, honor answering honor.

General Chamberlain recalled
how he was touched by the occa-
sion:

‘On our part not a sound of trum-
pet more, nor roll of drum; not a
cheer, nor word nor whisper of vain-
glorying, nor motion of man stand-
ing again at the order, but an awed
stillness rather; and breath hold-

ing, as if it were the passing of the
dead! . .. How could we help falling
on our knees, all of us together, and
praying God to pity and forgive us
allV’

God pity and forgive us all! If it
is a fitting epitaph for a war that
well-nigh destroyed a nation, it is
an appropriate prayer for a divided
church in a lost world.” (Garrett,
Restoration Review, Volume 29,
Number 4, April 1987).

If those people can mend a nation
after fighting a war, then surely we
can mend ourselves having had no
war. None of us have killed another
on a domestic battlefield, but plenty
have been unkind to each other.

All those who voted that their
religious rights might be protected
have gotten their wish. However, I
now say — Before God we better use
those religious rights! Now is the
time for “Christians” to repent of
their backsliding and return to reg-
ular worship attendance. Church-
going-Americans have a list of sins
in need of repentance, and we bet-
ter get busy about it.

Nobody wants your sect or creed,
but many would like to “feel after”
and “find” God as Acts 17:27 says.
Use your religious freedoms to talk
about Jesus and how He loves peo-
ple on “both sides of the isle.” Surely
we can all agree to that considering
those on both sides of the isle disap-
point Him in their own way: “Be ye
kind one to another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as God
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you”
— Ephesians 4:32.

Caleb Robertson,

Martinsville

RURAL INVESTMENT
COLLABORATIVE™

Small towns, big opportunities.™

WPPDC Selected for 2025
Community Investment Training

The West Piedmont Planning
District Commission (WPPDC)
has been selected to participate in
the 2025 Community Investment
Training through the Rural Invest-
ment Collaborative initiative.

The Federal Reserve Bank of
Richmond’s Rural Investment Col-
laborative convenes rural leaders
and local community champions
from South Carolina, North Caro-
lina, Virginia, Maryland, West
Virginia and Washington D.C. to
participate in shared learning and
programming that facilitates im-
provements.

A signature focus of the Collab-
orative is to routinely provide Com-
munity Investment Training that
can help more communities develop
viable funding proposals for proj-
ects that will make an impact in
rural areas. During the training,

the WPPDC will work on a propos-
al focused on creating a seven unit
housing development in the City of
Martinsville for low to moderate-
income residents.

“This training equips us with
essential tools needed to effec-
tively plan, fund, and implement
our housing initiatives,” said Sean
Campbell, Housing Director for the
WPPDC. “ We are excited to be se-
lected to participate in this training
which 1s an incredible opportunity
to enhance our skills and strength-
en our capacity to serve our com-
munities effectively.”

To learn more about the Rich-
mond Fed’s Rural Investment Col-
laborative and the Community
Investment Training, visit www.
richmondfed.org/region_communi-
ties/rural/rural_investment_collab-
orative.

Russell Named IALR’s Vice
President of Information Technology

Taurean Russell was appoint-
ed as the Institute for Advanced
Learning and Research’s (IALR’s)
new Vice President of Informa-
tion Technology. An accomplished
IT professional with a history of
strengthening the resiliency and
security of organizations in high-
ly regulated industries, Russell
joins IALR during a time of sig-
nificant growth.

“I’'m honored to be part of IALR,
where I can leverage my experi-
ence in IT security and operations
to support the region’s growth.
My goal is to build a proactive IT
culture that promotes innovation
while ensuring the highest levels
of security and reliability,” Rus-
sell said.

His experience includes serving
as Deputy Chief Information Offi-
cer and Chief Information Securi-
ty Officer at Winston-Salem State
University, where he managed
the university’s IT infrastructure
and security programs. In 2023,
Cyber Defense Magazine recog-
nized him as one of the Top Glob-
al CISOs. He has held numerous
leadership roles across diverse
industries, including healthcare,
higher education, manufacturing
and the U.S. Army. His expertise
includes information security,
risk management, IT operations
and strategic planning.

“Taurean brings a unique blend
of leadership experience across
various industries and a deep un-
derstanding of IT security and re-
silience. His expertise will be cru-
cial in supporting TALR’s growth,
and we are confident that his con-

Taurean Russell is the new Vice President of
Information Technology at IALR.

tributions will drive innovation
and efficiency throughout our or-
ganization,” John H. Hughes, IV,
Ed.D., executive vice president,
said.

Russell will contribute to
TALR’s growth by maintaining
and strengthening cybersecurity
standards and improving technol-
ogy processes for various training
and education programs. His re-
sponsibilities include ensuring
that IT systems and processes
support TALR’s strategic goals,
implementing robust cybersecu-
rity measures, implementing IT
systems and tools and develop-
ing IT policies, standards and
procedures. His work will focus
on building a resilient IT infra-
structure that supports applied
research, advanced learning,
manufacturing training and ser-
vices, the TALR Conference Cen-
ter and economic development
across Southern Virginia.

Crown Holdings Presents ‘Mardi
Gras Christmas with Lights’ Parade

The festive season is coming soon,
and the community is gearing up
for the 2024 Martinsville & Henry
County Christmas Parade, featur-
ing a lively theme this year: “Mardi
Gras Christmas with Lights.” The
parade, an annual showcase of lo-
cal creativity and community spirit,
will take place Saturday, Nov. 23,
starting with a pre-show at 4:30
p-m. in front of The Big Chair, fol-
lowed by the main event at 5 p.m.
Parade lineup begins at 2 p.m. on
Cleveland Avenue.

This year’s parade is presented by
Crown Holdings, Inc., a prominent
manufacturer in the metal pack-
aging industry since 1892. Crown
Holdings operates a high-tech bev-
erage can production facility in Hen-
ry County, catering to various mar-
ket segments and supplying a wide
range of cans for beverages includ-
ing sparkling water, energy drinks,
carbonated soft drinks, teas, hard

seltzers, beer, and cocktails. This
local plant enhances Crown’s North
American supply network, ensuring
timely and effective distribution.

By sponsoring the parade, Crown
Holdings underscores its commit-
ment to the Martinsville and Henry
County communities, supporting
events that foster unity and cele-
bration. This year’s Mardi Gras-in-
spired theme brings a colorful twist
to the traditional holiday parade,
featuring illuminated floats, lively
music, and vibrant costumes that
promise to captivate residents and
visitors alike.

Mark your calendars to expe-
rience the magic of “Mardi Gras
Christmas with Lights,” a holiday
celebration that will light up the
streets of Martinsville and Henry
County. For more details or to reg-
ister for the parade, call Jessica at
(276) 656-3900 between 11 a.m. and
5 p.m.

Initial claims for
unemployment decrease

According to Virginia Works,
2,215 unemployment insurance
weekly initial claims were filed
during the week ending October 26,
2024, which i1s 27.1 percent lower
than last week’s 3,039 claims and
23.1 percent higher than the com-
parable week of last year (1,800).
Nearly 81 percent of claimants
self-reported an associated indus-
try; of those reported, the top five
industries (61 percent) were Manu-
facturing (258); Professional, Scien-
tific, and Technical Services (252);
Administrative and Support and
Waste Management (203); Retail
Trade (179); and Health Care and
Social Assistance (175).

Continued weeks claims (16,007)
were 2.2 percent higher than last
week (15,663) and were 29.7 per-
cent higher than the comparable
week of last year (12,337). Nearly
92 percent of claimants self-report-

ed an associated industry; of those
reported, the top five industries (62
percent) were Professional, Scien-
tific, and Technical Services (2,520);
Administrative and Support and
Waste Management (2,051); Manu-
facturing (1,898); Health Care and
Social Assistance (1,465); and Re-
tail Trade (1,184).

A person who has already filed
an 1nitial claim and who has expe-
rienced a week of unemployment
files a continued claim to claim
benefits for that week of unemploy-
ment. On a weekly basis, continued
claims reflect a good approximation
of the current number of insured
unemployed workers filing for UI
benefits, and are a good indicator
of labor market conditions. While
continued claims are not a leading
indicator, they provide confirm-
ing evidence of the direction of the
economy.
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CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

Submit your community news and

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net

SERVICES Servces
Woodwrx, Inc. ging, pasture & field
Est. since 1988 reclamation, ATV &

Carpentry/Cabinetry  walking trails, hunt-

- fine woodworking,
design, tile, closet &
garage organizers,
repairs, etc.
Originally based in
Palm Beach County-
References. Bob
Morehouse Phone:

276-930-1703 Cell: Vg press

561-881-8292 E-Mail

ing lanes, skid-steer,
tractor and mini-
excavator work. Free
estimates. Call 276-
229-9410 or Face-
book Thomas Land
Solutions LLC

Bob@Woodwrx.net AUCTIONS
Website: Woodwrx. Equipment Absolute
net. Auction! November 14 at

11AM! Trucks, Trailers,
Equipment, Tools, Office

Supplies and more all
offered at auction! See
Woltz.com for complete
inventory list and more

Thomas Land
Solutions LLC
Forestry mulching,
overgrown property
cleanup, bush-hog-

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

information. Auction repre-
sentatives will be onsite for
previews on 10/26 and 11/9
from Noon to 3PM. 3321
Shenandoah Ave NW, Roa-
noke, VA 24017. Call Woltz
& Associates, Inc., Real Es-
tate Brokers & Auctioneers.
(VA#321), 800-551-3588.
10% Buyers’ Premium.

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and in

other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or
Landon Clark at Virginia

Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Installed! Starting at
$350 Call 804-739-8207
for More Details! Ronnie
Jenkins Il Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call 804-

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

739-8207 for More Details!
American Made Products!

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call
1-844-947-1479 today to
schedule a free quote. It's
not just a generator. It's a
power move.

Replace your roof with
the best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer — up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-844-902-4611.

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call
1-877-614-6667

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now
featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000

off or No Payments and
No Interest for 18 months
for customers who qualify.
BClI Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Call
Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$475+$86 court cost.

WILLS-$295.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver,

Attorney (Facebook). 757-

490-0126. Se Habla Espa-

nol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.
comivirginia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-844-216-
5028

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and
no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexible
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information,
call 1-855-262-5564

Outdoor Recreation Economy Plans are
Focus in the West Piedmont Region
Regional Organizations Collaborate on Outdoor Recreation Plans

The West Piedmont Planning District Com-
mission (WPPDC) and Friends of Southwest
Virginia (FSWVA), in collaboration with the
Dan River Basin Association (DRBA), Pat-
rick County Economic Development and
Tourism, Henry County Parks and Recre-
ation, the City of Martinsville, and other
regional and local partners, are launching
the Blue Ridge Outdoor Recreation Planning
Project as part of the larger Gateways to
Southwest Virginia: Outdoor Economy Rec-
reation Plan.

Funded by a 2023 Appalachian Regional
Commission (ARC) Area Development Grant
and a Tobacco Region Revitalization Com-
mission grant, this project aims to create a
cohesive plan to expand outdoor recreational
opportunities across the region. By enhanc-
ing outdoor assets, the initiative seeks to
boost community vitality and drive economic
growth through tourism. The planning will
focus on developing recreation areas like
the Blue Ridge Parkway, Fairy Stone State
Park, Philpott Lake, Mayo River Rail Trail,
and local mountain biking trails. Building on
successful models, the project will promote
blueways, trail networks, and adventure
sports, strengthening connections through-
out the Blue Ridge Mountains foothills.

The larger project, Gateways to Southwest
Virginia: Outdoor Economy Recreation Plan,
includes two primary regions: the Blue Ridge
Outdoor Recreation Planning Project, cover-
ing the City of Martinsville and Henry and
Patrick counties, and the Powell and Clinch
River Recreation Area Project, which spans

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at
(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yows business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

Lee, Scott, and Wise counties, along with the
City of Norton. The Blue Ridge Project spe-
cifically focuses on fostering partnerships
and sustainable outdoor recreation develop-
ment, including trails, mountain biking, and
local business opportunities around existing
trail systems.

Key partners on the project management
team include Roger Adams from Henry Coun-
ty, Sarah Hodges and Kelly Rowland from
the Martinsville-Henry County Economic
Development Corporation, James Houchins
with Patrick County, Hannah Powell from
the City of Martinsville, Catherine Van Noy
from Mill Creek Creative (representing the
City of Martinsville), Brian Williams with
DRBA, Kim Davis and Jen Otey from FSW-
VA, and Kristie Eberly and Amanda Gray
from WPPDC.

“These partnerships and the strategic
planning involved in this project are vital
steps toward creating a stronger, more sus-
tainable outdoor economy in our region,”
said Kristie Eberly, executive director of the
WPPDC. “We're thrilled to collaborate with
local and regional partners to enhance out-
door recreation amenities and enrich experi-
ences across our region.”

Following a competitive RFP process, Des-
tination by Design (DbD) was selected as
the lead consulting firm. DbD brings over 10
years of experience in creating vibrant pub-
lic spaces, developing recreational opportu-
nities, and building regional brands, with
a focus on engaging local communities and
leaders to guide strategic investments.

The project will kick off soon with focus
groups and site visits involving regional
partners and Destination by Design (DbD).
Scheduled for completion in June 2024, the
plan will offer a comprehensive set of rec-
ommendations for implementing future out-
door recreation projects across the region.

Together, the combined efforts of WPPDC,
FSWVA, DRBA, and local partners will
deepen community engagement with South-
west Virginia’s landscapes and foster appre-
ciation for the region’s natural beauty.

“This regional plan focused on the outdoor
economy will be an asset to Patrick County,
the City of Martinsville and Henry County
and everyone who lives, works and plays in
the region will have an opportunity to be a
part of the process,” said Tiffany Haworth,
executive director of DRBA.

“We are excited to work in partnership
with our established partners and looking
forward to a new collaboration with FSWVA
while DRBA is preparing to update the Mar-
tinsville and Henry County local Outdoor
Recreation Master Plan,” she said. “The
combination of these local and regional mas-
ter plans will provide a community-driven
roadmap for outdoor recreational opportuni-
ties in this region for many years.”

“The West Piedmont region unites South-
ern Virginia, Southwest Virginia, and the
Virginia Mountains, creating a strength
that benefits all of Virginia,” said Kim Da-
vis, executive director of Friends of South-
west Virginia. “By focusing on outdoor recre-
ation, we’re showcasing each area’s unique
assets, boosting local businesses, attract-
ing tourism, and strengthening community
bonds. This project exemplifies the power of
partnership across regional lines, creating a
strong foundation for economic growth and
sustainable outdoor experiences that benefit
everyone who calls these regions home.”

These initiatives collectively aim to pro-
mote sustainable outdoor activities, enrich
community connections, and position the re-
gion as a premier outdoor recreation desti-
nation, fostering greater community appre-
ciation for the natural assets that define the
region.

LEGAL

LEGAL

COUNTY OF HENRY
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a series of pub-
lic hearings has been scheduled for November 27, 2024, at 1:00 p.m.
in the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Build-
ing, Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia. The purpose of these
public hearings is to receive citizen input into the possible issuance of
Special Use Permits for the following cases.
Case S-24-10 Appalachian Power Company
A request for a Special Use Permit was received under Section 21-906
of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for a transmission
line structure to be constructed to a height of approximately 85” in-
stead of the limit of 75°. The project is located at 114 George Martin
Dr, in the Ridgeway District. The property is zoned Commercial Dis-
trict B-1, as shown on Tax Map 52.8/85.
Case S-24-11 Marty D. Rhodes, Jr.
A request for a Special Use Permit was received under Section 21-302
of the Zoning Ordinance to allow for the use of the property as an
event center. The project is located at 874 Flanigan Branch Rd, in the
Ridgeway District and shown on Tax Map 73.2/74. The property is
zoned Agricultural District A-1.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department
of Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

COUNTY OF HENRY

REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, public hearings
have been scheduled for November 26, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the Sum-
merlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, Kings
Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.
Case R-24-12 Edwin and Iris Gillispie
The property is located on the south side of Valley Dr, between the ad-
dresses of 217 & 319 Valley Dr, in the Blackberry District. The property
is shown on Tax Map 39.2(7)/12F. The applicant is requesting the rezon-
ing of approximately 2.67-acres from Suburban Residential District S-R
to Agricultural District A-1. The applicant wishes to use the property for
agricultural purposes.
Case R-24-13 John K. Adams
The property is located in the south east corner of the intersection of
Stones Dairy Rd and Bittersweet Dr, in the Black berry District. The
property is shown on Tax Map 25.9(8A)/A. The applicant is requesting
the rezoning of this lot from Suburban Residential District S-R to Rural
Residential District R-R. The applicant wishes to place a manufactured
home on the property.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department of
Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection
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Burton helps bolster
food donations

Host Christmas Tea

The Historic Henry County
Courthouse will host “Christmas
Tea at the Old Courthouse” on Sat-
urday, Dec. 7, from 3 to 5 p.m. at 1
East Main Street in Uptown Mar-
tinsville. Attendees will enjoy an
afternoon of tea, live music, and
seasonal refreshments.

The event honors the tradition
of Christmas tea, rooted in 19th-
century England, where holiday
celebrations once centered around
abundant wine and ale. In response,
a counter-movement introduced a
spiced black tea called “wassail’—
inspired by German spiced ale—to
offer a refined alternative. Tradi-
tionally infused with spices such as

ginger, cinnamon, and orange peel,
wassail gained popularity, and tea
parties became a festive mainstay
of holiday gatherings in England.
This custom spread to America,
where holiday teas continue to
bring communities together in a
warm, seasonal celebration.

Tickets for the Christmas Tea
are $25 per person and must be
purchased in advance by contact-
ing Ann Martin, chairman, at (276)
340-9638, or by visiting the Mar-
tinsville-Henry County Heritage
Museum. Seating is limited, and
all proceeds will support the Mar-
tinsville-Henry County Historical
Society.

Second session of Citizens
Academy deemed successful

NI
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Several people took advantage of the information presented during the second session
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of the Citizens Academy in Martinsville. (Contributed photos)
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Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis (left) and Martinsville Police Chief Rob Fincher discuss
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various topics with those attending the session.

The second Citizens Academy
session at the Piedmont Region-
al Criminal Training Academy
wrapped up Oct. 31, according to
Martinsville Mayor LC Jones. Par-
ticipants gained essential train-
ing on crucial topics such as home
security, fraud prevention, scams,
and victim-witness procedures.
This unique opportunity provided
first hand insight into our local of-
ficers’ rigorous training, sparking
engaging and thought-provoking
discussions that genuinely en-
riched the learning experience.

Jones expressed heartfelt appre-
ciation to the academy staff; Ben-
jamin Rea, director; Henry County

The Kornna Kitchen in Uptown Martinsville provid

.y

ed lunch to attendees.

Sheriff Wayne Davis, and Martins-
ville City Police Chief Robert “Rob”
Fincher “for their unwavering sup-
port” for the academy.

Sponsors of the event included
Latoya Preston, director of Em-
powering Voices; Keyona Edwards
and the Danville Walmart Store;
Rico Johnson and his team at the
Kornna Kitchen; Chasty Beal and
the Hardees at S. Memorial Blvd,;
and others “who contributed to
making this class a success,” Jones
said.

The December Citizens Academy
session is scheduled, with a date,
time and other information to be
announced soon.

By Jessica Dillon

The Food Lion on
Greensboro Road re-
cently partnered with
NASCAR driver Jeb
Burton to bolster food
donations for Feeding
Southwest
encouraging shoppers
to bring
items or purchase food
inside the store to con-
tribute. Popular dona-
tion items

in pantry "

olf=yi

Virginia, i

included |

pop-top canned chick- |

en, pop-top vegetables,
and peanut butter.

Rob Ward, Food Li-
on’s director of opera-
tions for the Roanoke,
Martinsville, and
Danville areas, was
on hand for the event,
explaining the com-
pany’s mission. “Food
Lion Feeds began in
2014, and it’s really
about how our stores
partner with our com-
munities to address
the needs faced by lo-
cal food banks,” Ward
said.

In addition to com-
munity support, many
Food Lion associates
enthusiastically con-
tributed to the food
drive. “We just get
such an outpouring of
enthusiasm from our
assoclates,” said Bob
Mills, community re-
lations manager for
Food Lion’s northern
division.

Burton signed au-
tographs and greeted
fans, drawing a large

Fo DALl
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Roanoke Food Lion store manager Calvin Walters poses
with NASCAR driver Jeb Burton. (Contributed)

crowd that boosted
awareness for the
cause. “This is the
third event, and we've
been able to raise a
lot of food and funds
to help those in need,”
Burton said. The store
also offered pre-signed
posters at the Celsius
Energy Drink table
and free giveaways,
including stuffed lions
for Burton to auto-
graph.

Burton noted the
community’s generosi-

ty, saying, “The area is
full of good, hardwork-
ing people, and there
are a lot of people cur-
rently in need.” Cash
donations were plenti-
ful, with all contribu-
tions supporting the
Henry County Food
Pantry to directly aid
the Martinsville and
Henry County areas.

To make a direct do-
nation, call the Henry
County Food Pantry
at (276) 629-1369.

Martinsville set to activate

MHS Honored with Continuous
Improvement Award by VDOE

Martinsville High School was
recognized by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education’s 2024-2025 Ex-
emplar School Recognition Program
with the Continuous Improvement
Award. It is one of only 49 schools
across Virginia to receive this dis-
tinction, which highlights schools
demonstrating notable gains in
student achievement and gradua-
tion outcomes over the past three
years.

“We are thrilled to see Mar-
tinsville High School receive this
prestigious recognition,” said Dr.
Zebedee Talley, Superintendent of
Martinsville City Public Schools.

“Achieving excellence in school at-
tendance and graduation rates is
vital for both student success and
community progress. Our dedicat-
ed parents, students, and staff re-
main committed to meeting student
needs and fostering future growth.”

Martinsville High School earned
this recognition by increasing its
Graduation and Completion Index
(GCI) and successfully reducing
its dropout rate across three con-
secutive school years. Schools rec-
ognized with the Continuous Im-
provement Award have met one or
more of the following criteria based
on performance from the 2021-

140 gunshot detectors citywide

By Taylor Boyd

Martinsville is gearing up to in-
stall and activate 140 gunshot de-
tectors across the city as part of
an initiative aimed at improving
response times to gun-related inci-
dents.

Martinsville Police Chief Robert
“Rob” Fincher said the detectors
are a component of the Virginia’s
Attorney General’s Office Opera-
tion Ceasefire Virginia, a statewide
program dedicated to reducing gun
violence. “One of the things they of-
fered was money for doing this type
of project, whatever they can try to
do to lower gun violence,” he said.

Fincher explained that while
Martinsville does not face over-
whelming gun violence, even a sin-
gle instance is too many. “One act
of gun violence is too many, in my
opinion,” Fincher said. He added
that the early-warning system pro-
vided by the detectors will allow
for real-time alerts to officers in
the field, ensuring faster responses
without waiting for a 911 call to be
processed.

Officers are “advised of it imme-
diately when they’re in their car,”
he said, adding that the detectors,
strategically placed throughout the
city, use triangulations to pinpoint
gunfire locations. “Martinsville’s
very hilly, which makes it chal-
lenging,” Fincher said. The system
requires three detectors to pick up
a single sound for an accurate lo-
cation. “In flatter areas, the detec-
tors can cover a larger radius, but
in hilly parts, the range is more
limited, necessitating additional
detectors.”

The project, fully funded by the
Attorney General’s Office, did not
require local funding, a significant
advantage for Martinsville’s bud-
get. Some detectors are mounted
on black poles, which residents
may notice, while others are at-
tached to telephone poles and less
visible.

e o 2 S R £ RO W
The City of Martinsville is working to install
and activate 140 gunshot detectors, paid
for through a statewide initiative to reduce
gun violence.

Currently, adjustments are un-
derway to optimize detector place-
ment and coverage. Fincher ex-
pects the system to go live in phases
across different city sections, with
full coverage anticipated in the
coming months. “It will probably go
live in stages. Over time, we’ll see
improved accuracy as the system
becomes fully operational,” he said.
“But ideally, it’s a system we hope
we rarely, if ever, have to use.”

To ensure accuracy, the detectors
will undergo a calibration phase,
learning to differentiate between
gunshots and other similar sounds,
such as fireworks. “It’s not like
a regular microphone. It doesn’t
pick up voices or general noises,
but rather taps into a specific fre-
quency associated with gunfire,”
Fincher explained.

While hopeful about the poten-
tial impact of the new system,
Fincher said he views it as a pre-
ventive measure. “This technology
has shown promising results in
other areas. We're optimistic, but
we hope it’s something we won’t
need to rely on frequently.”

2022, 2022-2023, and 2023-2024
school years:

* Increased combined pass rates
for math, reading, and science by
a total of ten percentage points or
more over the three-year period.

* Improved pass rates in reading
and math for two or more student
groups by a total of ten percentage
points or more over three years.

* Achieved a four percent or
greater increase in the GCI and
reduced the dropout rate by fifteen
percent or more over three years.

“This recognition is a testament
to the relationships, hard work,
and determination of our teachers
and school community,” said MHS
principal Dr. Ajamu Dixon. “We
are thrilled by this news, and we
look forward to continuing to work
to support our students.”

For more information on the Vir-
ginia Board of Education Exem-
plar School Recognition Program,
please visit the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education website at www.
doe.virginia.gov.
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Two ‘Miles in

P

Miles in Martinsville’s ‘Turkey Two’ will be run on
Thanksgiving Day. The Holiday Run Festival at the
Martinsville Speedway is scheduled for Saturday,
December 7.

Miles in Martinsville has two remaining
running events for 2024, with the Turkey
Two set to be run on Thanksgiving Day,
and the Holiday Run Festival is set for Sat-
urday, December 7.

The Turkey Two is a two mile race and
walk which will be run on a course which
circles the Monogram Foods Smith River
Sports Complex and follows the scenic Dick
& Willie Trail along the Smith River.

The event is open to competitive runners,
joggers and walkers. Competitive runners
will receive an official race shirt and be
eligible for plaque awards to be given for
the top three overall male and female fin-
ishers. The top three male and females in
age groups beginning with 9 and under will
receive a certificate, suitable for framing.
There will be a division for non-competitive
walkers who will not receive a race shirt or
be eligible for age group or overall finish
awards. All participants will receive a com-
memorative medal celebrating the event.

The Turkey Two race and walk will start
promptly at 9 a.m. Thanksgiving morning.
Packet pick-up will be held on Wednes-
day, November 27 from noon-6 p.m. at the
YMCA, and from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. on race
day at the sports complex. Following the
race, runners and walkers will gather for
awards presentations and holiday themed
snacks.

Holiday Run Festival races will take place
at the Martinsville Speedway. Founded in
1947 by the late H. Clay Earles, Martins-
ville is the only track which has hosted
NASCAR Cup Series races every year since
the division’s inception in 1949.

The event will benefit Martinsville
Speedway’s annual Toy Drive. Runners
and spectators can bring an unwrapped toy
or donate $25 for the opportunity to drive
your vehicle on the Speedway track that
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SPORTS
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WWW.MILESINMARTINSVILLE.COM

DECEMBER 7
9 AM bt
HOLIDAY RUN FESTIVA

YOUTH IN MOTION 5K
SOUTHSIDE 10K
15K DOUBLE CHALLENGE

WWW.MILESINMARTINSVILLE.COM

evening. Licensed drivers only. Toys and
proceeds to be given to Grace Network for
distribution to area underprivileged kids.
A portion of each runner’s registration fee
will be donated to the Toy Drive.

The Youth in Motion 5K will start at 9
a.m. This is the fall race for the local Youth
in Motion program. This program is de-
signed to inspire young girls and boys to be
joyful, healthy and confident using a fun,
experience-based curriculum and creative-
ly integrating running into their lives. This
race will include serious competitors of all
ages and will include the participation of
a significant number of youngsters along
with their coaches and mentors.

Also starting at 9 a.m. is the 5K Toy
Walk, which is open to those who just want
to walk the course and enjoy the ambience
of the Speedway venue. Walkers will not be
eligible for awards or race shirts.

The Southside 10K will start at 10 a.m.
This new race offers the opportunity for
runners to challenge themselves over a
longer distance. The 10K is a great step-
ping stone for those runners who are con-
sidering stepping up to a half marathon or
full marathon.

For runners looking for a longer race the
event will offer the 15K Double Challenge.
Competitors in this race will race the 5K at
9 a.m. and then recover to run the 10K at
10 a.m. Runners in each race will be com-
peting for female and male awards for top
three overall finishers and top three finish-
ers in each of five year age groups.

Registered runners will receive official
race shirts. The 5K competitors will get
short sleeve tech fabric T-shirts. The 10K
and 15 K Double racers will receive long
sleeve versions of the official shirt.

All races start and finish at the check-
ered flag finish line located on the speed-
way’s front stretch. Runners will run 8/10s
of a mile on the track, infield and pit road
and then exit to circle the roads around the
Speedway complex. The racers will finish
by re-entering the track and running back
to the checkered flag finish line.

The Turkey Two and Holiday Run Festi-
val races are open to runners and walkers
of all ages and abilities.

Runners are encouraged to register on-
line as early as possible. More details and
online registration are available at http://
www.milesinmartinsville.com.

Middle College instructor Lisa Aquilo prepares materials for incoming students.

A Rural Retreat
man was charged
with five counts of
using a communi-
cations system to
solicit a juvenile in
connection with in-
cidents in Henry
County, according to
a release from Hen-
ry County Sheriff’s
Capt. Sandy Hines.

The Henry Coun-
ty Sheriff’'s Office
and Patrick Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office
Internet Crimes
Against Children
(ICAC) Task Force
conducted an under-
cover operation tar-
geting individuals
attempting to ex-

SN

Wythe County man
charged locally

Mitchell Ryan Cook is being held without bond in Henry
County.

Middle College Returns to P&HCC

Patrick & Henry Community
College (P&HCC) is partnering
with West Piedmont Regional
Adult and Career Education
(WPRACE) and Henry County
Public Schools (HCPS) to re-
introduce the Middle College
program on campus this month.
Community members of all ages
seeking a GED will attend class-
es, offered by WPRACE and
HCPS, on P&HCC’s campus.

“It is our great honor to wel-
come members of our communi-
ty to the PHamily through Mid-
dle College courses at Patrick
& Henry,” said P&HCC Presi-
dent Dr. Greg Hodges, adding,
“Successful completion of the
program is just one step on the
journey to a financially secure
future and we are thrilled to
support each student in the pro-
cess of doing so0.”

“Our partnership with Patrick
& Henry Community College of-
fers individuals a valuable op-
portunity to earn their GED
through free daytime classes.
The Middle College Program
can serve up to 50 participants
each year, providing the re-
sources and support needed to
help them take a significant
step toward achieving their ed-

ucational and personal goals,”
said Lisa Millner, HCPS assis-
tant superintendent of teaching
& learning.

To enroll in Middle College,
students should score at 9th
grade and above on the TABE
(Test for Adult Basic Education)
or will otherwise be referred for
adult basic education. Classes
will meet from 9am to 12pm,
Monday through  Thursday
and are open entry/open exit
throughout the year as needed.
Registration and TABE testing
will occur prior to classes begin-
ning.

“We are so excited to part-
ner with Patrick & Henry and
Henry County Public Schools
to support the members of our
community through Middle
College programming. The op-
portunities that students will
have available thanks to the
credentials they will earn will
certainly help to ensure bright
futures for each of them,” said
Kay Pagans, WPRACE program
manager.

Questions regarding Middle
College programming should
be directed to Pam Anglin at
panglin@henry.k12.va.us or
276.647.8932.

ploit minors online
on November 1, ac-
cording to Hines.
An investigator in-
volved in the opera-
tion made contact
with an individual
through an online
forum. During their
communications,
that person alleg-
edly sent multiple
lewd and sexually
explicit messages,
believing he was
conversing with a
14-year-old child
and attempting to
arrange a meeting
for a sexual encoun-
ter, Hines wrote in a

release. without bond in the
Later that day, Henry County Adult
the person alleg- Detention Center.
edly traveled from Rural Retreat is
Pulaski, Va., to a a town in Wythe
location in Henry County.

County, expecting to Hines added that
meet the minor, the the Henry County
release stated. Sheriff’s Office is

Upon his arrival at
the designated loca-
tion, the individual
was taken into cus-
tody by deputies and
investigators from
both sheriff’s offices
without incident.

Mitchell R. Cook,
29, of 111 Kitten
Lane, Apartment 1,
Rural Retreat, Va.,
is currently held

committed to the
safety of children
and will continue to
pursue online pred-
ators actively. He
added that the task
force 1s a specialized
unit that remains
dedicated to safe-
guarding our com-
munity and protect-
ing youngsters from
online exploitation.

Call 276-694-3101 or

email submissions@

theenter

brise.net for

more information.



www.henrycountyenterprise.com

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2024 « HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE* PAGE 9

Crossing the Lines

News snippets from outside the city/county lines ...

Hospital property sells in online auction

The former Pioneer Commu-
nity Hospital property has a new
owner, according to a deed filed in
Cook County Illinois on October
30.

Wolf of Wabash, LL.C, an Illinois
limited liability company, sold the
property for $599,000 to Stuart
Property Acquisition Company,
LLC, a Virginia limited liability
company.

The 10.08-acre tract located
within the Town of Stuart in the
Mayo River Magisterial District of
Patrick County had an assessed
value of $4,534,400.

Phillippe Joseph, the sole mem-
ber of Wolf of Wabash, acknowl-
edged the deed on behalf of the
company.

Based in Roanoke, Stuart Prop-
erty Acquisition Company, LLC,
filed with the State Corporation
Commission on September 12. The
business’s principal office address
is 10 Franklin Road SE, Ste 900,
Roanoke.

Clark H. Worthy is listed as
the company’s organizer and reg-
istered agent. The deed was pre-
pared by Gentry Locke, Attorneys,
a law firm in Roanoke. Covenant
Real Estate Services served as the
deed’s settlement agent.

Located at 18688 dJeb Stuart
Highway, the 63,000-square-foot
building was once a 50-bed region-
al hospital and featured an emer-
gency room, exam and trauma
rooms, radiology, clinic/medical of-
ficers, and operating rooms.

The former Pioneer Community Hospital
property is under new ownership.

The hospital closed after Pio-
neer filed for bankruptcy in 2016,
and Virginia Community Capital
(VCC) purchased the property for
$5.7 million at an auction in 2019.

Foresight Hospital and Health
Services acquired the property
in 2022, and initially announced
it would reopen the hospital as a
stand-alone psychiatric and drug
treatment hospital. The company
then said i1t would work to pro-
vide general hospital services and
emergency care.

In 2023, the Foresight offered
to donate the property to Patrick
County in exchange for $815,000,
which was about half of the costs
the company had incurred. The
county declined the offer.

In March 2024, Wolf of Wabash,
LLC, purchased the property for
$1.6 million from Foresight HS
Property Holdings — Blue Ridge,
LLC. The online auction for the
property started in September
2024.

Worthy could not be immediate-
ly reached for comment.

New Book Chronicles the Life of America’s First
Indigenous Vice President

Debra “Debbie” Go-
odrich’s newest book,
“From the Reservation
to Washington: The
Rise of Charles Cur-
tis,” focuses on the life
of Chares Curtis, the
first person of color to
serve as the United
States’ vice president
from 1929-1933 un-
der President Herbert
Hoover.

Published in Octo-
ber, Goodrich’s 264-
page, 13-chapter book,
follows the chronology
of Curtis’ life.

When she moved to
Kansas 30 years ago,
Goodrich said she got
to know Topeka and
the community by
walking through one

DEBRA

GOODRICH

FROM THE RESERVATION
T0 WASHINGTON

THE RISE OF
CHARLES
CURTIS
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Harrison Ridge iII headline the Patrick County Music Association’s (PCMA) Veteran
Appreciation Show on Saturday, November 9.

Veteran Appreciation show set for Saturday

The Patrick County Music Asso-
ciation’s (PCMA) Veteran Appreci-
ation Show is set for Saturday, No-
vember 9. Sponsored by the Patrick
County Food Bank Board, the event
will be held at the Patrick County
High School (PCHS) Auditorium,
with the doors opening at 5 p.m.
and the show starting at 6 p.m.

The cost 1s a $5 donation and two
cans of nonperishable food.

PCMA President Denny Alley
said Harrison Ridge, a bluegrass
and gospel group, will headline the
show.

“They’re multi award winners at
multiple fiddlers’ conventions,” he
said.

Alley said three of the members
are preachers, including one which
preaches in the Dry Pond area.

Ron Inscore & Friends, Barry
Collins & The Mudflaps, and JT
Morrison & the Foothill Boys will
also take the stage.

Alley said Inscore, of Ararat, is a

mandolin player who’s played dur-
ing PCMA mandolin festivals.

“He played with The Kenny &
Amanda Smith Band for years,” he
said.

The October show was well at-
tended, with about three-fourths of
the 700 seats of the PCHS audito-
rium filled, Alley said, adding the
December show will be the annual
Sammy Shelor Banjorama.

“The opening band is Nick Goad
and Kyser George, the young guys,”
he said, adding about a dozen banjo
players will take the stage during
PCMA’s year-end show.

Concessions will be available for
purchase from the Patrick County
Shooting Education Team, with
proceeds going to teach children in
the area firearm safety.

For more information or to watch
past music performances, visit
Facebook.com/Patrick CountyMusi-
cAssociation.

Volunteer departments respond to excavator fire

Three local volun-
teer fire departments
responded to an exca-
vator fire on Monday,
October 28. Stuart
Volunteer Fire De-
partment was among
those dispatched to a
heavy equipment fire
reported about half-
way up the moun-
tain.

Patrick Springs
Volunteer Fire De-
partment Assistant
Chief Clint Weidhaas
said it was a track
hoe, a type of excava-
tor, with a rock ham-
mer operated by Ko-
kosing, a contractor
doing roadwork for

A track hoe, a type of excavation equipment, caught fire on
Monday, October 28.

Bt

of its cemeteries.

“Topeka Cemetery
is the resting place of
vice-president Charles
Curtis. I'd never heard
of him and found out
he was an enrolled
Kaw Indian, or the
Kansas Indians, and
I've just been fascinat-
ed by him ever since.
He became a footnote
in American history,
and he really should
be more,” she said.

The fact Curtis is a
self-made man is part
of what caught Go-
odrich’s attention.

“He was mixed
blood. His mother was
French and Kaw, and
his father was this
white European, ac-
tually descended from
the pilgrims. When he
was running for office,
a lot of hay was made
with that, that he was
uniquely  American

Debbie Goodrich’s newest book, “From the Reservation
to Washington: The Rise of Charles Curtis,” is available on
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and in bookstores around the

country.

being descended from
both pilgrim and Indi-
an,” Goodrich, of Ara-
rat, said.

Goodrich said Cur-
tis, who had very little
formal education, be-
came an attorney, a
Kansas Congressman,
and the first Senate
Majority leader before
becoming vice-presi-
dent.

“It’s just a remark-
able career,” she said.

Goodrich said she’s
been thinking about
writing this book for
over 20 years but had
other projects she

needed to finish first.
She got the contract
with Rowman & Lit-
tlefield, a publishing
house, two years ago.

“So, the hardcore
writing has been with-
in the last two years. I
met with one of their
editors at a conference
and she really liked
the idea and pitched
it to their staff” she
said.

Goodrich’s book 1is
available on Amazon,
Barnes & Nobles,
and other bookstores
across the country.

the U.S. 58 project.
“The machine
caught on fire while
it was being oper-
ated. The operator
attempted to extin-
guish the fire with

fire  extinguishers,
like two or three, and
was unsuccessful.

It became fully in-
volved,” he said.
Weidhaas said Stu-
art Fire was toned
out and Patrick

Springs and Mead-
ows of Dan Volunteer
Fire Department as-
sisted in extinguish-
ing the fire.

“Due to the large
amount of hydraulic
and diesel fuel that
this type of equip-
ment holds, it makes
fire suppression dif-
ficult without the use
of firefighting foam.
We used 25 gallons
of firefighting foam

agent mixed in the
water to help extin-
guish the fire,” he
said.

No one was injured
due to the fire.

Weidhaas estimat-
ed a track hoe costs
about $450,000.

“It’s a big machine,
so of course that’s
a big loss for a con-
struction company
like that,” he said.

Thousands attend 9th annual Spooktacular

A frightening wolf

guarding the post
office, along with
monsters, goblins,
and ghouls joined
princesses and su-
per heroes at the

tacular, held in up-
town Stuart on Oc-
tober 31.

To read more about these and other stories, check
out The Enterprise, www.theenterprise.net.
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Fairy Stone State Park among seven slated for renovatlons

The main campground at Fairy Stone State [

Park will be closed from December 2024 through
Feb. 28, 2026 for Cabins and/or campground ren-
ovations. While the renovations will not impact
the equestrian campground, customers staying
at the equestrian campground will not be able to

use the bathhouse and dump station at the main [

campground.
Fairy Stone is one of seven state parks to un-

dergo cabin and/or campground renovations be- [

ginning this fall. Renovations also are planned
at Westmoreland, Claytor Lake, Grayson High-
lands, Bear Creek Lake and Douthat state parks.

All of the park locations will remain open, and
these projects will not impact daily park opera-
tions. However, due to the magnitude of these
projects, dates are subject to change, and guests
are advised to check the park’s webpage before
visiting.

“These renovations are key to the longevity =

”»

of our parks,” said Virginia State Parks Direc-

tor Melissa Baker. “It takes time to upgrade the |

facilities and make each location more enjoyable
for all guests. We look forward to sharing the up-
graded cabins and campgrounds when the proj-
ects are completed.”

Fairy Stone State Park cabin (Contrlbuted

Global summit in VA addresses
rising threat of scams worldwide
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Trimmel Gomes

Virginia News Connection

Online scams are growing in scale and
sophistication, affecting millions and cre-
ating economic losses estimated at $1 tril-
lion globally in 2023.

The upcoming Global Anti-Scam Sum-
mit in Arlington, Va., will bring experts to-
gether to develop strategies to combat the

threat.

Jorij) Abraham, managing director of the
Global Anti-Scam Alliance, said as scams
continue to surge, inflicting financial and
emotional harm, there is an urgent need to
work together.

“The big challenge is that we have to
work across the different industries and
across borders because scammers are get-

ting very, very professionalized,” Abraham
pointed out. “We see scammers usually do-
ing the same scam in 80 different countries
and there the challenge is really putting
them behind bars.”

The summit is scheduled for Nov. 12-13.

Abraham advises people to consult
friends and family before acting on suspi-
cious texts or emails. According to the FBI,
scams targeting Americans age 60 and old-
er led to more than $3.4 billion in losses in
2023, though many cases go unreported.

The FBI also warns the public about
scammers exploiting the 2024 U.S. gen-
eral election for financial fraud. Abraham
noted scams are becoming among the most
reported crimes.

“We are continuously being bombarded by
scammers who are trying to get our identi-
ty or our money,” Abraham observed. “The
goal of the summit is to discuss how can we
reduce the approaches by scammers, trying
to make sure that they are less successful
and in the end actually are trying to really
catch the scammers.”

The FBI's report found tech support
scams to be the most commonly reported
type of elder fraud in 2023, affecting near-
ly 18,000 victims over age 60. Investment
scams, however, were the most financially
damaging, resulting in more than $1.2 bil-
lion in losses. The FBI said the fraud often
involves cryptocurrency schemes targeting
older Americans’ finances.

Tech-support scams are common

Tech support is calling — but should you
answer? One might think that a crime like
the tech support scam, which has been
around for over 15 years, might fade away,
but it is more common than ever.

These scams start with an unsolicited
phone call or a pop-up alert on your device,
claiming to be from Microsoft, Norton, or
another related company warning of grave
problems. The goal is to persuade you to
grant remote access to your device, after
which they’ll claim to find something ter-
rible. In reality, these criminals are likely
trying to install malware, which enables
them to steal personal information and ac-
count logins. They may also pressure you
into paying for expensive (and fake) re-
pairs or protection services.

If you receive an urgent phone call or a
sudden, alarming pop-up, it’s almost cer-
tainly a scam. Don’t engage, and to rid
your screen of the message, exit out of
your browser or restart your device. Keep-
ing your operating systems and security
software up to date is an important way to
keep real viruses and malware out.

AARP Fraud Watch Network™ is a free
resource for all. Learn how to proactively
spot scams or get guidance if you've been
targeted. Visit aarp.org/fraudwatchnet-
work or call our dedicated helpline to speak
to a fraud specialist at 877-908-3360.

Fraud Alert

VA program tackles shortage of breath therapists

Trimmel Gomes

Virginia News Connection

Amid a nationwide shortage of respiratory
therapists, an “earn while you learn” initia-
tive is underway to build a skilled workforce
in Virginia to meet growing respiratory care
demands.

Sentara Health and Tidewater Community
College have launched a respiratory therapy
apprenticeship program, which covers edu-
cational expenses of nearly $18,000 over two
years, while providing hands-on experience
at Norfolk General Hospital’s Level 1 trau-
ma center.

Kristian Vasconcellos, one of the program’s
first apprentices, likes the linking of the
classroom to the workspace.

“You know, us cleaning the vents or clean-

ing the machines or the equipment, I do get
that experience of being in school and say-
ing, ‘Oh my gosh, I know what that is, I know
how this works,” Vasconcellos explained.

Students spend 32 hours each week in aca-
demic and clinical training and an additional
eight hours working at the hospital, where
they encounter a range of real-world medi-
cal situations involving asthma, sleep apnea
and others. Industry experts have noted a
growing need for respiratory therapists, es-
pecially following the COVID-19 pandemic,
which has led to increased worker burnout
and hospital staffing shortages.

Tara Almony, manager of respiratory care
and pulmonary diagnostics at Sentara Nor-
folk General Hospital, expressed enthusiasm
about the program’s potential to ease the

staffing shortage and prepare students for
the realities of the job.

“We were looking and thinking outside the
box of how we could be creative and how to
bring respiratory therapists in, help them,”
Almony outlined. “Then also, how we as a
Nordic general could help them grow and
kind of create a pipeline for ourselves in a
way. ¢

The demand for respiratory therapists has
surged, with the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics projecting a 14% increase in job open-
ings by 2031. The median annual salary for
a respiratory therapist is currently $77,960.

FOR MORE, VISIT THE ENTERPRISE
AT WWW .ENTERPRISE.NET
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American Farm Bureau Federation is re-
minding farmers that time is running out
to file Beneficial Ownership Information
with the federal government—or face fines
or even jail time.

AFBF economists indicated more than
230,000 farms nationwide are required to
file, but data indicates less than 11% of all
eligible businesses have done so.

Virginia farmers who operate as a corpo-
ration, LLC or a limited partnership are
required to report additional small busi-
ness entities in which they have an owner-
ship stake to the U.S. Treasury’s Financial
Crimes Enforcement Network by Jan. 1,
2025.

This requirement stems from the Corpo-
rate Transparency Act, a federal law passed
in 2021 that was created to combat money
laundering. Many farms are required to
complete a BOI if they employ fewer than
20 employees or receive under $5 million in
cash receipts.

“It certainly creates more burdensome
paperwork for farmers,” said Tony Banks,
senior assistant director of agriculture,
development and innovation for Virginia
Farm Bureau Federation. “But thankfully
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Time is running out for small businesses
to file beneficial ownership reports

there is no filing fee. We encourage our
state’s farmers to get this done before the
deadlines.”

Companies are now required to provide
operational information, including details
about each beneficial owner. A beneficial
owner is anyone who owns at least 25% of
the company or has “substantial control”
over the business. The online registry will
collect names, dates of birth, home address-
es and photo IDs.

“Certain farms are among the businesses
included in this law to report information
about their beneficial owners,” explained
Ben Rowe, VFBF director of national af-
fairs. “Congress’ intent was to try to make
it harder to illegally hide assets and to pre-
vent financial crimes, particularly through
the use of shell companies. However, be-
cause of the additional regulatory burden
the law would place on farmers, the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation opposed the
bill.”

Entities registered before Jan. 1, 2024,
have one year to file their first BOI. Those
created and registered after that must file
their BOI within 90 days of receiving notice
from the secretary of state. Entities created

after Jan. 1, 2025, will have 30 days to up-
load reports.

The law’s 23 reporting exemptions gener-
ally apply to large businesses that already
disclose that information. For example,
banks and accounting firms are exempt, but
farms are not. However, most tax-exempt
entities are not required to file reports.

In March, the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Alabama held the CTA
unconstitutional. Some relief was granted,
only limited to the National Small Business
Association—plaintiffs backed by AFBF.

The court’s decision could pave the way
for further challenges to the CTA.

“It is advisable for agricultural enterpris-
es to consult with their financial advisers
to better understand how the CTA impacts
their business,” Banks recommended.

Failure to report may result in civil and
criminal penalties of up to $10,000 and up
to two years’ imprisonment. Visit the Fi-
nancial Crimes Enforcement Network web-
site portal at fincen.gov/boi to file reports
and updates.

Farmers are encouraged to contact an ac-
countant or attorney if unsure about filing
a BOL

New farmers access land and livestock
through sweat equity, relationships and luck

Barriers abound for beginning farmers.

Challenges include ever-increasing pric-
es of land and livestock; lack of credit for
financing; high interest rates; prohibitive
equipment and infrastructure costs; and
the pressure of development encroaching
on available lands.

But some new farmers have seized their
destiny by forming relationships and build-
ing sweat equity, earning the trust of retir-
ing farmers willing to give them a chance.

Austin and Nikita McNett wanted to
start their own agricultural enterprise in
Rockingham County.

“The price per acre was so high,” Austin
said. “And we don’t have that war chest of
generational farming.”

They started sharecropping on rented
lands. Because they lacked significant as-
sets for collateral, banks repeatedly turned
them away.

Then they were approached by an Augus-
ta County farmer who was quietly trying to

sell a farm in 2019. “He could have subdi-
vided it,” Nikita said. “But he did want his
set price.”

The owner financed half the land, and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm
Service Agency financed the other half.

“Nobody co-signed the loan,” Austin said.
“We robbed Peter to pay Paul, poured blood,
sweat and tears to get where we are today.”

They were able to launch their retail meat
business, McNett’s Angus Beef, plus raise
feeder cattle and goats, manage a cow-calf
operation, and grow crops. They've since
procured another 52 acres nearby.

Roger Scott of Madison County, who
farms cattle and poultry with his wife, vet-
erinarian Dr. Amanda Weakley-Scott, first
rented an underutilized 350-acre Orange
County farm in 2013.

“I went and knocked on (the owner’s)
door,” Scott said. “I told him we’ll bushhog
it twice a year and take care of the fertil-
ization.”

Unable to afford livestock, the Scotts
struck a custom-grazing deal with 75 cows
from another farmer and split the sales.

“We couldn’t get the loan for the cows, so
we built up some equity, and sweat equi-
ty, and then we were able to transition to
buying the cows,” Scott explained. “It was
a perfect way for a retiring farmer to help
out a younger farmer, so they don’t have to
borrow a lot of capital.”

It takes time to build trust with long-
established farmers, said Rachel Henley,
Virginia Farm Bureau

Federation’s working lands and state ad-
vocacy specialist.

“You’re not just going to buy land and
then start learning,” she said. “Short-term
contracts are a smart way to build a herd,
farm experience and equity.”

See the full story with a list of farm tran-
sition and finance resources in September’s
Virginia Farm Bureau News magazine at
bit.ly/SMXWwMd.

New report finds decline in
confined-space farm tragedies

Amid a nationwide effort to
reduce the number of tragedies
in America’s most dangerous
profession, a new report indi-
cates progress.

Purdue University’s Agricul-
tural Safety and Health Pro-
gram released its 2023 Summa-
ry of U.S. Agricultural Confined
Space-related Injuries and Fa-
talities during National Farm
Safety and Health Week, Sept.
15-21. The report aims to main-
tain public focus on the issue
of agricultural confined-space
injuries and fatalities. It also
seeks to aid in the development
of evidence-based training, and
offers resources for developing
improved workplace regula-
tions.

Fifty-five cases involving ag-
ricultural confined spaces were
reported last year—a 33.7% de-
crease over the 83 cases docu-
mented in 2022 and less than
the five- and 10-year averages.
Of the documented 2023 cases,
28 were tied to livestock waste
handling facilities, entangle-

ments, and grain dust explo-
sions or fires. Roughly half were
caused by grain entrapments—
the leading cause of confined
space-related incidents.

During 2023, grain entrap-
ments accounted for 27 of all
documented cases—a 35.7% de-
crease over 42 cases in 2022. Of
last year’s reported entrapment
cases, 59.3% resulted in a fatal-
ity.

The report notes that current
surveillance could potentially
underreport cases by up to 30%.
Additionally, over two-thirds of
U.S. grain storage capacity is
on farms that are exempt from
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration injury reporting
requirements. That means the
summary likely does not encom-
pass all grain-related entrap-
ments.

Market conditions and the
consolidation of  operations
have driven an increase in on-
farm grain storage—heighten-
ing safety concerns, noted Matt
Nuckols, Virginia Farm Bureau

Federation safety coordinator.

“That means an increase in
farm safety awareness for stor-
age structures i1s needed,” he
asserted. “Farmers need to be
trained on and use safety pro-
tocols to prevent entrapments.
In the case of an entrapment,
rescue personnel need specific
equipment and training to in-
crease the likelihood of success-
ful outcomes.”

Historically, there have been
considerably more documented
fatal grain entrapment cases
than non-fatal cases, with suf-
focation from engulfment the
leading cause of death for these
incidents. An adult can sink
knee-deep in flowing grain in
four seconds and be fully en-
gulfed in 20 seconds.

In an effort to reduce the
number of grain bin tragedies,
17 county Farm Bureaus in Vir-
ginia have donated life-saving
grain rescue tubes to local fire
departments. Additionally, VFB
Safety has paid to have fire and
rescue personnel from 20 coun-
ties trained on using the device,
called the Great Wall of Rescue.

Visit agconfinedspaces.org for
a hub of instructional materials
and resources on the hazards
associated with agricultural
confined spaces, and to report
incidents to the Purdue team.

Agsafety4youth.info offers
training material for youth, in-
cluding two educational lessons
on agricultural confined spaces.

Visit vafb.com/Safety for addi-
tional safety resources.

Two injured, one dead
in Saturday crash

The Virginia State Police
are investigating a two-vehicle
crash that occurred Saturday,
Nov. 2, at 3:35 p.m. at the in-
tersection of Dry Pond Highway
and Hatchers Chapel Road in
Patrick County.

A 1999 Ford Ranger was
heading southbound on Dry
Pond Highway (Virginia 103)
when it was unable to avoid a
2010 Jeep Patriot which had
pulled onto Dry Pond Highway
from Hatchers Chapel Road.
The Ford Ranger then went off

of the right side of the highway,
while the Patriot came to rest
in the northbound lane.

The driver of the Patriot, John
S. Boles, 81, of Claudville, died
at the scene. He was not wear-
ing a seatbelt. A nine-year old
male passenger in the vehicle
suffered minor injuries. He was
wearing a seatbelt. The driver
of the Ford Ranger, Ethan J.
Horton, 26, of Stuart, suffered
minor injuries. He was wearing
a seatbelt.

See more at
www.henrycountyenterprise.com
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Super Crossword EXPANSION
ACROSS 47 Unpaved 90 Like many 124 “The Thin 34 Notion 75 Red cosmetic
1 Legal aide, road surface big grins Man” dog 35 Didn't waste 77 Brief swim
e.g.: Abbr. 48 Ontarians’ 92 Absorb, 36 Gad about 79 Language of
5 Livestock pen national as spilled ink DOWN 38 Colleague of Rome, to its
11 Legal aide, anthem, or gravy 1 Being tried, Trotsky natives
for short elementally? 93 Collect legally 42 Spa scrubber 80 Prominent
15 “Moneytalks” 50 Bullring 94 Skylit lobbies 2 Tuscan 43 Unearth people
rock band cheer 95 “— tree tourist city 44 Sedating 81 Polenta base
19 Arena area 52 Rx requests falls in the 3 Letter stroke Vicks product 82 On the job
20 Edenic locale 53 N-R linkup forest ...” 4 Meeting 45 With 85 Company ID
21°. —1it 54 Cyclotron bit 97 Lass secretly, 67-Down, 86 Provo’s state
just me?” 55 Upgrade 98 Surrender in a way kitchen tool 87 Equine
22 Dutch South electrically 99 Puccini 5 Extremist 46 Hoopster — hybrid
African 58 Committing opera, sect Abdul-Jabbar 88 Football great
23 “Help a basketball elementally? 6 Ear ailment 47 Kid’s “cootie” John
yourselfl,” infraction 103 French 7 French city 49 Gear piece 89 Gunpowder
elementally? 61 “Not gonna painter Edgar 8 Stat of engine 50 Injury, to a tot or matcha
26 Be jealous of happen,” 107 ThinkPad's speed 51 Lucy of 91 “How funny”
27 Liqueur akin elementally? original co. 9 Intend (to) “Elementary” 92 Toddler,
to sambuca 68 Without 108 Like LeBron 10 Put down 56 Besides that in Turin
28 Dessert, requiring me James, a 11 Low seats 57 Brand of 95 Smitten
to a Brit to change record 18 with no backs shoes and romantically
30 Bro’s sibling 69 Like times 12 Rejoinder to leather goods 96 Financial
31 Whitewater Columbus, 109 Estrange “Am not!” 59 Chou En- — backer
transports by birth 111 Baldwin of 13 Alarm clock 60 Don of 98 Wine storage
32 About to 70 Weird sort “Its Compli- heeders talk radio locale
receive 71 1998 Spike cated” 14 “Ad — per 61 Ensnares 100 “March
something Lee film, 113 “You have aspera” 62 Shot — (ice comes in
special, elementally? my word,” 15 Civil War hockey stat) like —...”
elementally? 74 Copious, elementally? prez 63 Snake type 101 Make illegal
37 Afflictions as sweating 117 Not far from 16 Utilize 64 Dog sound 102 Purple hue
39 Madison Ave. 76 Declared it 118 Pizza cooker sparingly 65 Cell with 104 Irritates
products to be true 119 Insect 17 Strayed off an axon 105 Off-kilter
40 Canon 77 Pair stages course 66 Thirst for 106 “So long?”
camera line 78 — Tin Tin 120 TV's —May 18 Ice needles, 67 See 110 — of March
41 Vital vessel 79 Ancient Clampett e.g. 45-Down 112 Lead-in to
42 Detective Cuzco citizen 121 Port in 24 Actress 69 Thor and Loki Magnon
Briscoe 83 ICU staffers Norway Caron 72 Miss Poppins 114 Overhead
on ‘Law & 84 Bill Clinton’s 122 Cruel Roman 25 Whale pod 73 Gimlet liquor rails
Order” veep, emperor 29 Asterisk 74 “Poultry in 115 Sickly pale
45 Brooks elementally? 123 Smiles evilly 33 “Rats!” motion,” e.g. 116 Iron source
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§ Unlisted clue hint: CAPITAL CITY OF VIETNAM
Unscramble these twelve letter strings to form each into an ordinary word & . si
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Strange
‘BUT TRUE

By Lucie Winborne

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

9 1

e The term “lawn mullet” means hav-
ing a neatly manicured front yard and
an unmowed mess in the back.

» Weird Al Yankovic wrote his parody
song “The Saga Begins” before “Star
Wars: Episode I”” was released. Lucas-
film denied his request to see the film
early, so he relied on internet spoilers
for plot details.

e The human stomach can dissolve
razor blades.

* In 1987, Steve Rothstein paid
$250,000 for a lifetime unlimited first
class American Airlines ticket. He even
hopped on planes to get a sandwich or
to go to a baseball game in other cities.
It cost American Airlines around $21
million, and they ended his contract in
2008.

e In Italy, it’s considered bad luck to
lay bread upside down — either on a
table or in a basket.

* Thanksgiving Eve is the biggest
drinking and pizza night of the year.

e When the Italian writer Umberto
Eco visited Paris for the first time, he
only walked down streets surviving
from the Middle Ages. He was study-
ing medieval history at the University
of Turin at the time and was obsessed
with the era.

5 4 7

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

@ Moderate @ @ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

SNOWFLANES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - 6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

* In an emergency, coconut water can
be used for blood plasma, due to its
high levels of sodium and low levels of
potassium.

e There are beaches in the Maldives
that glow in the dark.

* When pencils went into mass pro-
duction in the 1890s, the finest avail-
able graphite to fill them came from
China. Pencil manufacturers wanted
everyone to know that they used only
the best Chinese graphite, so they paint-
ed their pencils yellow, the traditional
Chinese color of royalty.

Thought for the Day: “Nobody
grows old merely by living a number
of years. We grow old by deserting
our ideals. Years may wrinkle the skin,
but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the
soul.” — Samuel Ullman

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢
¢ Easy @ @ Vedium € @ @ Difficult

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“My feet feel better, but now I've gota

Sincere
DARCON

Affection

EARTH

Labor

WASTE

SCRAMBLERS

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

ADVERTISE!

-

What we offer: seeeeesecsece

Rattle

KEASH

Advertise "

H\g |y Customizable Pa(kages

that include print, digital or both
Deeply discounted rates
¢ Seasonal Specials

Whatwehave: Q0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000
o Ateam of Advertising Specialists who will work with you to customize a package,
STRETCH your advertising dollars, and accomplish your advertising goals

TODAY’S WORD

o Atalented team of designers who will work to help you reach your base.

Join our family and put our talented team to work for you today.
For more information, call the office at (276) 694-3101
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By Taylor Boyd

Albert Harris and Patrick
Henry elementary school stu-
dents planted trees at Fairy
Stone State Park as part of the
Streamside Trees in the Class-
room (STIC) Planting Day in Oc-
tober.

Dan River Basin Association
(DRBA) Executive Manager
Krista Hodges said STIC, which
started in 2012, is aimed at
fourth grade students.

It is a partnership between
DRBA, Fairy Stone State Park,
Philpott Lake Army Corps of En-
gineers

“The trees that they are plant-
ing today are the black willows,
they’re native black willows, so
they’re planted along the riv-
ers and streams. We plant them
along the streams to help estab-

Spanish per patient request.

For an appointment with Dr. Brockbank, call 276-632-9266 or visit
www.martinsvillesmiles.com. You'll have a new reason to smile.

407 Starling Avenue, Martinsville, VA 24112

(276) 632-9266 * www.martinsvillesmiles.com

Blake D. Brockbank, DDS, is now welcoming patients at Martinsville Smiles.
He enjoys treating children and adults.
Dr. Brockbank joins our Virginia trained dentists, Dr. Crabtree, Dr.

Jenkins, and Dr. Stafford, all graduates of the VCU School of Dentistry. He
is committed to the Martinsville Smiles philosophy of keeping your teeth
healthy for a lifetime. Fluent in Spanish, he is happy to conduct visits in

martinsville ¥

Sml

Family Dent|stry
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STIC planting day offers lessons to students

lish a riparian buffer, or stream-
side vegetation,” she sald

The riparian buffers help to
reduce erosion, control flooding
issues, and help keep pollution
from getting into the rivers and
streams, Hodges said.

“That’s one of our goals with
the program is to replant these &
riparian buffers, but also to get [&
the students out here to experi-
ence this hands-on learning op-
portunity. We've got different
partners here today that are do-
ing programs that are based on
erosion, natural resources, we've
talking about trout, we're talk-
ing about water safety here as
well, so a lot of these partners
come 1n and they provide activi-
ties and things for the students
to participate in while they're
planting their trees,” she said.

iles

Memorial Services
Visit our website for pricing:
WWW. norrlsmemorlalsemces com

Students from Albert Harris and Patrick Henry elementary schools planted trees along the
streams and creeks at Fairy Stone State Park to help create a riparian buffer.

Students also learned about natlve snakes.

1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

A clinical research study for people with obesity
or overweight and type 2 diabetes

It is testing if an investiga

Can I join this study?

Yes, you may be able to join the
research study if you:
» Are aged 18 to 75 years
» Have a BMI of 27 kg/m2 or more
» Have been diagnosed with type 2
diabetes for at least 6 months

research study for obesity or

overweight in the past year

LAA2 is a new clinical research study from Eli Lilly and Company.

tional medicine (a medicine being

studied) may help treat people with obesity or overweight and
type 2 diabetes.

For more
information:

Scan the QR code below
or visit:
https://e.lilly/3VVoyOl

» Have not taken part in a clinical

Use the
cameraor QR
code scanner

BMI stands for body mass index. It is a number
that compares a person’s weight to their
height. It can be used to tell if a person may be
at risk of some health conditions.

app on your
phone to scan
the QR code
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Retired Four-Star Gen Denms Via inspires students with school visits

Retired four-star Army Gen. Dennis Via and Henry County
Schools Superintendent Dr. Amy Blake-Lewis.
(Contributed photos)

Retired four-star Army Gen. Dennis L. Via, a dis-
tinguished Henry County native, recently visited
Laurel Park and Fieldale-Collinsville middle schools,
as well as Bassett and Magna Vista high schools, to
share insights from his military career.

A graduate of George Washington Carver High
School, Via’s journey began in Henry County, where
his father, Henry Via, worked as a house painter and
small contractor, and his mother, Margaret Via, was a
homemaker. While working in a local textile mill, Via
initially planned to become a building contractor. His
path changed when a high school masonry teacher en-
couraged him to attend Virginia State University, a
historically Black institution in Petersburg, Virginia.

During his sophomore year, Via joined Army
ROTC, graduating in 1980 as a distinguished cadet

WWW ARIELSCLOTHING cCoOM
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276 632 7484

PATRICK HENRY MALL,
MARTINSVILLE VA 24112

5 BLOCK PARTY

OYSTERS, SEAFOOD, MUSIC & BEER

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Current and former county school officials, educators, along with Curtis R. Millner, Sr., of the American Legion Homer
Dillard Post #78, and others, with Gen. Dennis L. Via, who recently visited county students.

with an officer’s commission. He began his military
career as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Signal
Corps, serving as a platoon leader at Fort Bragg in
North Carolina. Over the years, Via rose through the
ranks, commanding the 3rd Signal Brigade and serv-
ing in key staff roles across the United States, Europe,
and Southwest Asia. He earned a master’s degree in
management from Boston University and graduated
from both the U.S. Army Command and General Staff
College and the U.S. Army War College.

Via became a respected military educator, contrib-
uting articles to several Army publications, and in
1999, authored a strategic report for the U.S. War
College titled “The Division G6: Strategic Signal
Leadership for Information Superiority in the Army
After Next.”

In 2002, Via relinquished command of the 3rd
Signal Brigade at Fort Hood, Texas, to take a role
in Washington, D.C. His most notable assignment
came a decade later, when he was appointed the 18th
Commander of the U.S. Army Materiel Command,
headquartered at Redstone Arsenal, Alabama. In
this position, he led a workforce of more than 140,000
personnel with a $50 billion budget and established
the Joint Task Force Global, the U.S. cybersecurity
defense organization under U.S. Strategic Command.
Nominated by President Barack Obama, Via became

A

Army Gen. Dennis Via addressed students attending
middle and high schools in Henry County.

a four-star general in 2012, only the second Signal
Corps officer and the second graduate of Virginia
State’s ROTC program to achieve this rank.

A member of the Council of Foreign Relations and
fraternities Sigma Pi Phi and Kappa Alpha Psi, Via
retired in 2016 after 36 years of service.
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