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‘Mardi Gras Christmas with Lights’ ushers in holiday season Saturda

By Jessica Dillon

The streets of Uptown Martinsville will come
alive with holiday cheer on Saturday, Nov. 23,
as Star News hosts the annual Martinsville-
Henry County Christmas Parade. This year’s
event, sponsored by Crown Brand Building-
Packaging, will feature a ‘Mardi Gras Christ-
mas with Lights’ theme and promises to de-
liver festive entertainment for all ages.

“Crown is super excited to be a part of the
parade,” said Kim Trifari, human resources
manager at Crown Cork and Seal. “It’s my
first time doing this, the second or third time
for others, and I’'m thrilled to see the process
from start to finish. I'm also excited to explore
Martinsville and be part of this celebration.”

The parade, which costs more than $10,000
to produce, is free to attend. Star News care-
fully vets all entries to ensure a high-qual-
ity experience. Local businesses, community
groups, and marching bands will bring the
festivities to life.

Honoring Thanksgiving

Charles Roark, owner of Star News, empha-

The 2023 Crown Brand Building-Packaging Christmas
Parade float. (Contributed)

sized the importance of recognizing Thanks-
giving alongside the holiday season. “We
always get criticized for having the parade
before Thanksgiving, so this year, the very
first float will feature a turkey to celebrate
the holiday,” Roark said. The float, built atop
a car, reflects Roark’s effort to pay homage

(Contributed)

to the holiday while maintaining the parade’s

festive spirit.

Growing Participation
This year’s parade will feature a record

number of participants,

with nearly 150

groups, including some newcomers. “We've

(See Mardi Gras p. 2)

Pregnancy Center
schedules open house

By Jessica Dillon |

For more than a decade, the Preg- |
nancy Center of MHC has quietly
provided essential resources and
support to expectant mothers, fa-
thers, and families in need, but on
Tuesday, December 3, it is hosting
an open house, from 4 to 7 p.m.

The event i1s needed, in part, be-
cause despite its long-standing pres-
ence, the center is often referred to
as the area’s “Best Kept Secret,” a
sentiment echoed by Interim Execu-
tive Director Paula Woods.

“We want to get our name out
there more,” Woods said, empha-
sizing the center’s commitment to
increasing awareness about its free
services and resources for the com-
munity.

The Pregnancy Center offers a
range of free services starting with
pregnancy tests and ultrasounds to
confirm viable pregnancies. From
there, the center continues to pro-
vide care throughout the pregnancy
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The ribbon-cutting ceremony marked the opening of the new Fitness Court at the Smith
River Sports Complex.

Smith River Sports Complex
Debuts Free Fitness Court

director of the Pregnancy Center. The center

By Jessica Dillon

A new fitness court at the Smith
River Sports Complex is now open
to the public, offering free access to
workout equipment aimed at pro-
moting healthier lifestyles. Spon-
sored by Aetna, the court is part
of a statewide initiative to provide
accessible fitness opportunities for
residents 14 years and older.

The facility officially opened on
Nov. 19 with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony and a friendly fitness chal-

Community College athletes and
members of the Henry County
Sheriff’s Office.

“It’s truly a special day here in
Henry County,” said Roger Adams,
director of Henry County Parks and
Recreation. The county is among
the first in Virginia to launch this
type of fitness court, which focuses
on body weight exercises and inte-
grates with a mobile fitness app.

The court was developed to com-
bat rising health concerns. Ac-

(See Pregnancy Center p. 2)

is hosting an open house from 4 to 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 3.

lenge between Patrick & Henry

(See Smith River p. 2)
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Members of the Martinsville City Electrical Department were recognized for the relief

efforts they provided to Hurricane Helene victims.

Council appropriates remaining ARPA
funds, hears safety concerns at meeting

By Jessica Dillon

Martinsville City Council mem-
bers heard from Alexis Heavner, and
decided the fate of the remaining
American Recsue Plan Act (ARPA)
funds at a meeting on November 19.
The remaining funds had to be ap-
propriated by December 31

The council approved $400,000
for an IT, Security and Network up-
date, with $85,000 for a SCADA sys-
tem update for water and sewer. An
additional $250,000 will help fund
the youth program for FY25. This
program helps to fund meaningful
summer employment opportunities
for youth.

“You can build schools, or you can
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build jails,” Aaron Rawls, vice may-
or said.

The council approved $85,000 for
a Law Clerk position requested for
FY25 funding, and the remaining
$140,000 for the Economic Develop-
ment Authority (EDA).

When Heavner, the aunt of Iviyan
Dandridge who was killed on July 7,
addressed the council, she discussed
policing in the city.

So far, no arrests have been made
in the case. However, Martinsville
Police Chief Rob Fincher has said a
task force of local, state and federal
investigators are working to resolve
the case.

(See City Council p. 2)

County to consider legislative
agenda for upcoming year

By Debbie Hall

The Henry County
Board of Supervisors
will hear an update
and consider its legis-
lative agenda for next
year at its 3 p.m. meet-
ing on Tuesday, No-
vember 26 in the Sum-
merlin Room.

The three page docu-
ment includes a core
agenda, with several
broad areas high-
lighted: land use and
preservation of the
locality’s authority to
address all aspects and
options related to util-
ity-scale installations
of solar power, wind
power, and energy
storage facilities; eco-
nomic development,
and increased funding
for recruitment incen-
tives and site develop-
ment; transportation,
and funding improve-
ments to U.S. 220,
South of Martinsville
to N.C. line; education,
and providing dedicat-

ed funding for School
Resource Officers.

Housing, and pro-
viding incentives to
help with the devel-
opment of workforce
housing;  recreation,
building Mayo River
State Park; Children’s
Services Act, and in-
creased state funding
for mandated services
such as residential and
foster care; and public
safety, and providing
funding support for lo-
cal fire and E.M.S. as
recommended by the
workgroup created by
the 2023 HB2175.

The county con-
tinues to use Cozen
O’Connor Public Strat-
egies (CPS) lobbyists
to advocate for its in-
terests in Richmond,
particularly with re-
spect to items outlined
in the legislative agen-
da. Julia Hammond
and Heidi Hertz with
Cozen O’Connor Public
Strategies will attend

the meeting to provide
updates and answer
any questions. Follow-
ing the presentation,
staff requests that the
Board provide input
and approve the legis-
lative agenda for 2025.
In other matters, the
board will consider:

(See County p. 2)
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2 Convenient Locations

MEDICAL

Danville
109 Bridge Street

4th Floor
434-793-4711

Martinsville
1075 Spruce Street
276-790-3233

NO REFERRAL NEEDED
UNLESS REQUIRED BY INSURANCE
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Mardi Gras

(cont. from page 1)

got Bassett Furniture joining for the first
time, along with New South Metals,” Roark
said. “Sovah Health always goes all out, and
we're excited to have them back.”

The event will include all three local high
school bands and numerous creative floats.
Roark has also worked to reduce the number
of plain vehicles in the parade, encouraging
participants to decorate their cars for a more
engaging and festive display.

Behind the Scenes

Organizing the parade is no small task.
On the day of the event, Star News staff will
hand out numbers and line up participants,
ensuring everything runs smoothly. “It’s hec-
tic—nobody knows what to do,” Roark said.
“But we always tell everyone, a parade goes
forward, and that’s what you’ve got to focus
on.”

Despite the challenges, Roark remains op-
timistic about this year’s event. “I think it’s
going to be the biggest and the best,” he said.
“The weather looks pretty decent, and I want
to thank my team for their hard work. It’s

Pregnancy Center

(cont. from page 1)

and beyond.

“We support women at every stage,” Woods ex-
plained. “After the baby is born, we provide items
like formula, car seats, and clothing for both the
child and mother.”

Additionally, the center offers parenting classes
for both mothers and fathers to help them prepare
for parenthood.

The center’s mission is rooted in encouraging
women to choose life for their babies. “We try to
help them make a decision that’s in the best in-
terest of their baby,” Woods said, noting that the
center also connects women with adoption agencies
when needed.

One of the center’s goals is to provide support to

really a thankless job, but it’s a great day for
the community.”

Roark highlighted the positive atmosphere
the parade fosters, calling it “the most posi-
tive day of the year. You've got to smile.” His
team works to keep the event cheerful, ad-
dressing any issues quickly to maintain a
joyful experience for all involved.

Parade Details

Lineup for the parade begins at 2 p.m. on
Cleveland Avenue. The parade kicks off with
a pre-show at 4:30 p.m. in front of The Big
Chair, followed by the main event at 5 p.m.

The route winds through Uptown Martins-
ville and will be hosted by Martinsville City
Council member Tammy Pearson and Pat-
rick & Henry Community College’s produc-
tions artistic director Devin Pendleton.

The Martinsville-Henry County Christmas
Parade continues to be a beloved tradition,
bringing the community together to cel-
ebrate the holiday season. For more details
or to register for the parade, call Jessica at
(276) 656-3900 between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.

STAR NEWS

Star News’ owner Charles Roark got in the Christmas
spirit early, and had a makeover in time for Saturday’s
annual Martinsville-Henry County Christmas Parade.

women who may feel pressured into abortion due
to a lack of support from family or partners. “Some-
times, when they don’t feel supported, they think
abortion is their only option,” Woods said.

The center also offers confidential post-abortion
support for women who need help processing their
experience.

For Woods, the work is deeply personal. “I was
a mom at 16,” she shared, explaining that her own
journey inspired her to join the center’s board and
later step into the interim executive director role.

The Martinsville-Henry County area has faced
challenges in accessing pregnancy care since Sovah
Health Martinsville discontinued on-site births.
The Pregnancy Center helps bridge this gap by

connecting local women with out-of-town resources
and offering services to ease the burden.

The Pregnancy Center operates entirely on dona-
tions and is always seeking support from the com-
munity. It accepts maternity and baby items and
welcomes volunteers to assist with its programs.

“We rely on donations to keep our services com-
pletely free,” Woods said.

The Pregnancy Center is open Tuesday through
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with appointments
available at other times. It is located at 314 Fairy
Street Extension, Suite E, in Martinsville. For more
information about the center and its programs, vis-
it www.pregcc.com or call (276) 634-5433.

Smith River

(cont. from page 1)

cording to Garrett Dillard, supervisor of the
Iriswood District, Henry County ranks 119th
out of 133 counties in Virginia for health out-
comes, with a life expectancy nearly five years
below the state average. Additionally, 42% of
the population is classified as obese, and only
22% report having access to fitness facilities.
“Yes, we have a fair share of health prob-
lems, but we also have an opportunity to solve
them if we work together,” said Dillard. He
encouraged residents to embrace healthier
lifestyles and challenged local employers to
support employee fitness through incentives.

Dr. Sandy Strayer, a program officer with
the Harvest Foundation, emphasized the need
to address the county’s health disparities,
while Brad Kinkema, executive director of the
YMCA, expressed interest in partnering to of-
fer classes at the court.

“This is really something special,” Adams
added. “When we first heard the idea, we
weren’t 100% sure about it. But as we got into
it, we saw that it’s truly unique. To my knowl-
edge, there’s nothing around here like this.”

The event’s highlight was the fitness con-
test, where student-athletes narrowly de-

feated sheriff’s deputies by just over a second.
Sheriff Wayne Davis praised the court as a
valuable addition to the community. “We are
really thankful to have this here in Henry
County,” Davis said. “We encourage people to
come out and focus on their health and well-
being.”

The fitness court was made possible with
support from the Harvest Foundation and
Boxley Materials Company, along with contri-
butions from county staff.

The Smith River Sports Complex is located
at 1000 Irisburg Road in Axton.

City Council
(cont. from page 1)

Heavner said she feels that safety isn’t being
taken seriously enough. “The police are supposed
to be here to protect everyone in Martinsville. 1
don’t see the police, I don’t see the safety, I don’t
see it being taken seriously.” Heavner said that she
feels like “no one cares” and that she wants to see
more safety for the black community.

Mayor LC Jones asked Heavner and her fam-
ily to stay after the meeting to talk to himself and
Fincher about safety changes. Jones said that he
and Fincher wanted to address safety in the area.

“We did a community walk in the same commu-
nity, we went door to door in the area,” Jones said,
and also promoted a Citizen’s Police Academy to
help with safety and for citizens to speak with the
police about their concerns. “We have to work to-
gether.”

“T think we need to be more vocal and public for
everyone,” said council member Tammy Pearson.

Rawls said the hot spots, which are for parties,
are known.

The council agreed that it needs to work on a
pathway forward to stop violence in the city.

“The reality is that this thing is here among us,”
said Rawls who urged race to be put aside and the
community to come back together as one. “The
tearing people apart based on skin color that we've
seen people doing the last 90 days. Stop with that.”

More action needs to be taken to get help from
outside sources like the state police, Rawls said.
“We need to be better informed as a council for ad-
dressing this stuff. So, we know the pathway.”

“We can’t have a Mexican restaurant without it
getting shot up, what’s going on? It’s violent,” said

Heavner. Rawls said that there were warnings at
eateries Rooskies and El Nortino before the shoot-
ings happened.

Heavner says that she is willing to help as a citi-
zen, and is open to any suggestions that will make
the city safer.

In other matters, the council:

* Set a public hearing for a minor charter change
on December 17 to remove a line that sets a time
limit for the city attorney stating that they must
have five years of service to receive additional jobs.
This is in response to the attorney shortage in Vir-
ginia.

*Approved Heat and Ceasefire grants, as re-
quested by Fincher.

* Recognized Martinsville City Electrical Depart-
ment for their Hurricane Helene relief assistance.

County

(cont. from page 1)

*A request from Commonwealth’s Attorney An-
drew Nester to approve an additional appropria-
tion of $66,200, received through a grant managed
by Piedmont Community Services, to cover person-
nel and office-related expenses for the drug court
program, including $59,490 to cover personnel
costs of a new attorney and $6,710 to cover various
onboarding expenses for this new attorney such as
office equipment, office expenses and dues.

*The school board is requesting an additional ap-
propriation of $50,000 to the School Nutrition Bud-
get from funds received through the reallocated
of a FY2022-23 National School Lunch Program
Equipment Assistance Grant to buy a walk-in
freezer for Fieldale-Collinsville Middle School.

*The school board is requesting an additional
appropriation of $332,701 received from an El-
ementary and Secondary School Emergency Re-
lief (ESSER) III — Grow Your Own — Teacher Ap-
prenticeship Grant Program. Funds would provide
an opportunity for current Henry County Public
School employees to complete their bachelor’s de-
gree and teacher certification through Longwood
University.

*The Henry County Purchasing Department
currently has a request for bids for the renovation
of six bathrooms on the first floor of the Adminis-
tration Building. The existing bathrooms are origi-
nal to the building construction of 1974 and are not
compliant with guidelines set by the Americans
with Disabilities Act. The deadline for the bid sub-
mittals 1s Thursday, November 21. County staff
intend to request the board award a contract on
Tuesday, and noted that funding for the renova-
tions is included in the Capital Discretionary Fund.

*Staff i1s asking the board to approve the car-
ryover of committed funds from the FY’24 budget
year to the current FY’25 budget, and prepared
the attached list of carryover items by cost center.
Items on the carryover list are committed items

encumbered or obligated from the prior budget
year, but the item was not received, or the service
was not performed, before June 30. It also includes
unspent grant funds that may have been awarded
in the prior fiscal year and other commitments not
completed before June 30. This year’s carryover re-
quest totals $94,453,402.40, which includes inter-
fund transfers of $14,507,318.80.

*In July, the board approved revisions to the
Henry County Investment Policy, which allowed
the county to maximize investment returns while
remaining within the parameters established by
Virginia. As part of this ongoing effort to maximize
county investments, staff is seeking approval of the
county’s participation in the Virginia Municipal
Investment Trust (“VaMINT”), a local government
investment pool (LGIP). An LGIP is a short-term
investment fund that allows public entities to pool
their money and invest it together. LGIPs are de-
signed to provide safe, liquid, and competitive in-
vestment options for governments. By joining the
trust, the County will have access to lower fees and
more investment options, even if it does not put
county funds into the trust.

*Meeting in closed session to discuss appointees
to the Public Service Authority, Anchor Commis-
sion, Building Code Board of Appeals, Fire Code
Board of Appeals, and Ninth District Development
Financing, Inc.; pending legal matters; the ac-
quisition/disposal of real estate; and as-yet unan-
nounced industries.

At the 6 p.m. meeting, the board will:

*Hear a report on general highway matters from
Lisa Hughes, Resident Engineer for the Virginia
Department of Transportation.

*Consider a rezoning application filed by Edwin
and Iris Gillispie for property located on the south
side of Valley Dr, between the addresses of 217 &
319 Valley Dr, in the Blackberry District. The ap-
plicant is requesting the rezoning of approximately

2.67-acres from Suburban Residential District S-R
to Agricultural District A-1, with plans to use the
property for agricultural purposes.

*Consider a rezoning application filed by John
K. Adams for property located in the south east
corner of the intersection of Stones Dairy Rd and
Bittersweet Dr, in the Blackberry District. Adams
is requesting the rezoning of this lot from Subur-
ban Residential District S-R to Rural Residential
District R-R, with plans to place a manufactured
home on the property.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Event information/calendar items must be
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)

Meetings

Tuesday, November 26

The Henry County Board of Supervisors meet
at 3 and 6 p.m., in the Summerlin Room of the
Henry County Administration Building.

Wednesday, November 27

Henry County Board of Zoning Appeals meets
at 9 a.m., County Administration Building,
Kings Mountain Road, Collinsville.

Events

Saturday, November 23
2024 MHC Christmas Parade, 4:30 p.m., Up-
town Martinsville Big Chair Parking Lot.

Winter Supply Drive, 9 a.m. to noon, Blue
Ridge Bank, Imperial Plaza, 1 E Market St,
Martinsville.

Bassett Ruritan Club will be making Bruns-
wick Stew, $9 per quart. Preorder by calling 276
358-0489 for pickup between 10:30 a.m.-noon.

Monday, November 25

The Institute for Advanced Learning and Re-
search is hosting the Expanding Talent through
Registered Apprenticeship (ExTRA) Awards
breakfast. Attendees will hear from Virginia
Works Commissioner Nicole Overley, hear suc-
cess stories, learn best practices and celebrate
the winners of the 2024 ExXTRA Awards.

Saturday, November 30
Martinsville Uptown Small Business Satur-
day, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., Uptown Martinsville.

Tuesday, December 3

Open house, 4 to 7 p.m., at the Pregnancy
Center of MHC, 314 Fairy Street Extension,
Suite E, Martinsville. For more information,
visit www.pregcc.com or call (276) 634-5433.

Thursday, December 5
Christmas Tree Lighting, 4 p.m., Piedmont
Arts, 215 Starling Ave. Martinsville.

Saturday, December 7
Bow Making Class at the New College Insti-
tute, 9 a.m. to noon. Cost is $20. Registration

required by Dec. 2 at https://newcollegeinsti-
tute.org/event/life-bow-making, or call (276)
403-5605.

Sunday, December 8

Roanoke Symphony Holiday Pops, 3 p.m.,
Martinsville High School Auditorium. David
Stewart Wiley conducts the Holiday Pops. Lob-
by and box office will open at 1 p.m., the audi-
torium opens at 2 p.m., and the concert begins
at 3 p.m. Altrusa will collect non-perishable
food items for Grace Network in the lobby dur-
ing the symphony’s performance. Tickets are on
sale for $30 for reserved seating, $20 for general
admission, and $10 for K-12 students. Family
or individual adult WIC cardholders with ID
receive free general admission. Tickets can be
purchased online or at PiedmontArts.org.

Friday, December 13

First ever Christmas Extravaganza, Spencer
Penn Centre, 5-9 p.m. Free admission and free
photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus. More than
20 vendors. Live music, tree lighting, other ac-
tivities.

ONGOING

All branches of the Blue Ridge Regional Li-
brary are hosting the annual “Food for Fines
Food Drive,” with $1 waived from overdue fines
for each non-perishable food item donated. All
food items collected will be donated to the Sal-
vation Army of Martinsville VA, Service Center
and the Patrick County Food Bank. This will
run through November 30.

Fruit Fundraiser for Martinsville Band, pur-
chase fruit to support the band through Novem-
ber 12. Orders can be placed at www.thebull-
dogband.com or by calling (276) 403-5870.

Book sale, hosted by the Friends of the Blue
Ridge Regional Library, in the basement of the
main branch, 310 E. Church St., Martinsville.
The “Members Only” portion of the sale is Fri-
day, Dec. 6, 2-5 p.m. (those interested may join
at the door), and Saturday’s sale, 9:30 a.m.-2
p.m. on Dec. 7, is open to the public. Civil war,
children’s books, and puzzles are among those
highlighted, with a special sale on shelved hard-
back and paperback fiction-buy 2/get 1 free.
Each group of 3 must be either hardback or all
paperback. All proceeds go back into the library
system.

The 29th annual Coats for Kids Drive is un-
derway through Nov. 29. For more information,
call Debra Buchanan, (276) 358-1463. Drop off
new or gently used coats at Hollywood Cinema
or One-Hour Martinizing on Rives Road, Mar-
tinsville.

Uptown Farmers Market is open Saturdays
7:30 a.m. to noon through November 16.

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific Bay
Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, Martins-
ville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 a.m.
The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children un-
der 12. All you can eat sausage, fried bologna,
eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, made from
scratch biscuits, made to order pancakes, coffee
and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to
a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel music
by different bands each week. If you want, bring
a snack to share. This event is free to the pub-
lic. Any donations received will go to the Bassett
Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with
your library card. The passes are good for one
day and exclude special events. There is a wait
period before you can check out the pass again.
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us.

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New
members are welcome. For more information,
please call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

Citizens Holiday Academy
Edition set for December

Congressional staff to visit

Congressman Morgan Griffith’s

In the event of inclement weath-

The holiday-themed session of
the Citizens Holiday Academy
Edition scheduled for December
11 will provide valuable insights
on crucial topics related to fire
safety, covering essential areas
such as Christmas tree safety,
portable heaters, grease fires,
and other fire hazards.

Additionally, speakers will
highlight the importance of ani-
mal safety during the colder
months. As temperatures drop,
it’s essential to understand how

versed in state and local animal
control laws.

This session is held from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Breakfast and lunch
will be provided.

Contact Benjamin Rea, the di-
rector of Piedmont Justice Re-
gional Academy, by calling (276)
226-6609 to reserve your spot
and ensure your safety this holi-
day season.

Hosted by Piedmont Regional
Criminal Justice Academy 1024
Dupont Road, Martinsville.

to protect your pets and be well-

WELCOME T0 7y
CITIZEN'S poy e
ACADENY

ACADEMY Edition

%ﬁﬁt

December 11, 2024
8:00AM-4:30PM

CURRICULUM:
- Fire Safety

- Animal Control

TO SIGN UP CONTACT
DIRECTOR BENJAMIN REA
276.226.6609

Ninth District staff will be avail-
able locally on November 25.
Henry County: 10 — 11:30 a.m.,
Henry County Administration
Building, Summerlin Room - Board
bf Supervisors Meeting Chambers,
3300 Kings Mountain Road, Mar-
tinsville.

Patrick County: 12:30 2 p.m.,
Patrick County Administration
Building, Conference Room, 106
Rucker Street, Stuart.

er (heavy snow, sleet, icy rain, etc.)
traveling office hours may be re-
scheduled to avoid putting constit
uents at risk. If schools are closed
then office hours will be closed as
well. Please contact the Christians-
burg Office at (540_381-5671 or thé
Abingdon Office at (276) 525-1405
with any questions or to schedule
an appointment time in the event]
of an office hour closure.

Henry County
Sheriff Wayne
Davis announced
Markevias Hair-
ston had been
promoted to the
rank of corporal.
Hairston works in
corrections at the
Adult Detention
Center and has
been a dedicated
member of the
HCSO team for
2.5 years.

Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis (left) congratulated Corp.
Markevias Hairston on his recent promotion.

Health Notes

From the West Piedmont Health
District (WPHD):

Obesity and Loneliness

*Spike seen in US heart disease
deaths related to obesity. Obesity-
related deaths among U.S. adults
with clogged heart arteries in-
creased by 180% between 1999
and 2020, according to data re-
leased in advance of the American
Heart Association scientific meet-
ing.

In men, ischemic heart disease
deaths associated with obesity
rose from 2.1 per 100,000 people
in 1999 to 7.2 per 100,000 in 2020,
an 1ncrease of 243%, research-
ers found. In women, the rate in-
creased by 131%, from 1.6 deaths
per 100,000 people in 1999 to 3.7
per 100,000 in 2020.

*According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), about 1 in 3 adults in the
United States report feeling lone-
ly, and about 1 in 4 U.S. adults
report not having social and emo-
tional support. Loneliness and
social isolation may be shaped by
conditions in the environments
where people are born, live, work,
learn, worship and play. These
conditions can affect the ability
to connect socially and can lead
to many negative health impacts.
People with meaningful social con-
nections see many health benefits.

Highlights of the study include
small acts to build social connec-
tions can make a difference; im-
proving social connections can be
simple, but meaningful; each of
us can work to build valuable con-
nections; there are ways to create
new and stronger relationships to
improve health and well-being.

The CDC notes that making so-
cial connections can be hard, es-
pecially if you are in poor health,
having problems with money, or
living alone. But a few small acts
of connection can build support-
ive, meaningful relationships.

We can do simple things like
reaching out and checking on one
another. There is power in a sim-
ple check-in with a friend to let
them know you’re thinking about
them.

Even though no official guide-
lines exist, below are some sug-
gestions for what you can do to
improve social connections.

A list of suggestions and other
information is available at https://
www.cdc.gov/social-connected-
ness/improving.

How to check restaurant inspec-
tions

Planning a holiday gathering
at a local restaurant? Know be-
fore you go. Restaurant health
inspection scores are online and
easy to access. This website is the
centralized place to view health
inspection results conducted by
Environmental Health Specialists
across Virginia. Inspection results
can be found numerous ways,
from searching for an individual
establishment, to seeing the most
recent inspections conducted over
a specific time period, and more.
Each Health District in Virginia
has its sub-site where you can
find the inspection results, each
of which can be found on https://
inspections.myhealthdepartment.
com/ page. For results in the
WPHD, visit https://inspections.
myhealthdepartment.com/va-
west-piedmont.
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Trump Already Affecting
Border Security

After the election
of President-elect
Trump, one change
expected for the in-
coming Administra-
tion is the reversal
of the Biden-Harris
Administration’s open
borders policies.

During Trump’s
first term, securing
the border was a pri-
ority. Thanks to the
institution of policies
like the Migrant Pro-
tection Protocols, bet-
ter known as the “Re-
main in Mexico” policy,
Trump stemmed the
tide of illegal immigra-
tion across our south-
ern border.

According to a report
from the chairman of
the House Committee
on Homeland Security
(Mark Green), between
Fiscal Years 2017 and
2020 under Trump,
Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) re-
ported 3 million illegal
alien encounters na-
tionwide.

Under Biden-Harris,
these policies were dis-
carded or allowed to
expire. As a result, ille-
gal immigration across
the U.S.-Mexico border
has exploded.

Moreover, catch-and-
release practices under
Biden’s  Administra-
tion contributed to the
release of millions
into the interior of the
United States without
sufficient vetting or
screening, heightening
public and national se-
curity concerns.

Since Biden’s inau-
guration in January
2021, there have been
more than 10.4 million
illegal alien encounters
nationwide, according

to CBP data.
These millions of 1l-
legal aliens receive

benefits in the forms
of significant medical
attention and health
care, access to educa-
tion and enrollment
in social service pro-
grams like SNAP, at
the expense of Ameri-
can taxpayers at the
local, state and federal

levels.
This 1s unsustain-
able, and Americans

sent an overwhelming
message this year that
border security must
be taken more seri-
ously.

With a change in

Morgan
Griffith

Representative
White House lead- The Migration Policy
ership, House Re- Institute, a nonparti-
publicans and some san think tank, also
Democrats are com- estimates that there

mitted to working with
President Trump to
strengthen our border
and equip border pa-
trol authorities with
the necessary tools and
resources to stem the
flow of illegal immigra-
tion.

Although not yet in
office, Trump’s election
1s sending shockwaves
to illegal aliens.

Reuters News high-
lights a migrant cara-
van traveling through
Mexico in November
that has shrunk in size
following news of his
election.

Department of
Homeland Security
Secretary  Alejandro
Mayorkas met with
heads of CBP as well
as Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
(ICE) to discuss op-
erational readiness in
the event of a migrant
influx. In other words,
preparing for a rush
across the border be-
fore it is too late.

NBC News cites the
operator of a migrant
shelter in Tijuana,
Mexico, who predicts
smugglers will pres-
sure immigrants to
start crossing now be-
fore it is too late.

The operator of the
shelter might call them
smugglers, but the rest
of us know them as
“coyotes” who work for
the 1llicit Mexican car-
tels.

President-elect
Trump has announced
he will tap his former
acting ICE director,
Tom Holman, as his
border czar.

Holman will work to
reverse Biden-Harris
open borders policies
and activate immigra-
tion enforcement, and
that includes migrant
deportations, starting
with those who have
committed crimes.
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are roughly 1.3 million
immigrants who have
already been issued
removal orders but
remain in the United
States.

States will have a
hand in contributing
to the deportation ef-
fort. Governor Young-
kin understands the
importance of this sub-
ject. Virginia commu-
nities, including rural
ones like some in the
Ninth District, have
seen the threats posed
by gang-related activi-
ty and drug trafficking.

Back in 2017, Lynch-
burg teen Raymond
Wood was abducted
and brutally murdered
in Bedford County by
members of MS-13,
a mainly Salvadoran
gang. SIX men were
charged and convicted.

The Mexican-based
New Generation Jalis-
co Cartel had roots in
towns such as Axton in
Henry County, where
they stored and dis-
tributed drugs.

As the fentanyl cri-
sis, fueled by Mexi-
can cartels, upends
American communi-
ties, it will be essential
to stem illegal drugs
from coming across the
border. And we must
curtail the cartel’s side
business of bringing il-
legal immigrants here.

Some Democratic
governors are already
objecting to the idea
of working with the
incoming Trump Ad-
ministration to assist
deportation efforts.
Interestingly, some of
the same people were
requesting assistance
with the overwhelming
surge in migration to
their states earlier this
year!

Is deportation new?
No!

President Obama
oversaw the depor-
tation of more than
five million people as
commander-in-chief
(although that number
pales in comparison to
the Administrations of
Presidents Clinton and
Bush, who deported
more than 10 million
each).

Mexico must also co-
operate fully with the
Trump Administration
to curb illegal immi-
gration. Days after the
election, Mexico’'s new-
ly elected President
Claudia  Sheinbaum
called Trump.

Because of the Biden
Administration, every
community in America
1s a border community.
This trend must be re-
versed, and I will do
whatever I can to sup-
port  President-elect
Trump’s goal in closing
the border.

If you have ques-

tions, concerns, or
comments, call my
Abingdon office at(
276) 525-1405, my
Christiansburg  office

at (5640) 381-5671, or
via email at www.mor-
gangriffith.house.gov.

A classic,

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

unspoken

parenting tool

By Holly Kozelsky

A few years ago, when
my elementary-school
aged daughter was car-
rying on beyond what I
had the patience for, I
remembered The Look
and wondered - “Should
”

How could I have for-

Holly
Kozelsky

gotten The Look? It ter-

rified me throughout my childhood.
Yet once I was a mother, I tried
various ways to deal with temper
tantrums and misbehaviors, such
as the “time out” that became the
norm, but The Look never occurred
to me.

The Look seemed fully and com-
pletely and exclusively in my own
mother’s realm. It was just as much
a part of her as red hair was, and
creativity, and talking too much,
and artistic flair.

When my sister or I got out of
hand, and sometimes, in my opin-
ion, when our mother was just
feeling extra cranky or tired, Mom
brought us into line immediately
with The Look.

Her face changed magically and
completely, from welcoming friend-
liness to terror-inducing steeliness.
Her forehead creased with lines,
her eyebrows knotted up, and her
piercing blue eyes shot laser beams
into our souls. Her nostrils flared
above her mouth clenched in a
hardened line.

It would make any foe wither and
whimper at her feet. It certainly
pummeled her girls into complete,
heart-arresting submission.

I already had tried reasoning
with my daughter, and then I flat
out told her to stop and to be quiet
and that I had had enough. Noth-
ing was working; her fussing was
unstoppable.

As she was yakkity yakkity yak-
king, the options of “What do I do
next?” were running through my
mind: Time out? Take away a privi-
lege? Make her do a chore? Etc.

Then I remembered The Look.

During my 10 years of mother-
hood. how could I have forgotten
something that once was such a
major part of my life?

I decided to try it.

I poked my mouth forward a bit
and pursed my lips; I tried to get
my nostrils to flare; I wrinkled my
brow and moved around the mus-
cles around my eyes to try to make
them look steely.

My daughter stopped mid-fuss
and looked at me in surprise which
quickly evolved into shock and then
terror.

My insides began laughing at
how quickly this worked, but I
forced my outsides to continue The
Look. The muscles of my face were
clenched and moved outward.

She stood there, mouth agape,
stunned. I watched in wonder that
I tried not to let show as she backed
away slowly.

I asked her if she was finished
fussing. She meekly said, “Yes. Sor-
ry, Mama.”

She backed carefully away from
me and then settled into appropri-
ate behavior.

I walked away trying not to show
my surprise: Surprise that The
Look was so easy to do and so ef-
fective, and also surprised with the
realization that maybe our mother
wasn’'t so actually terrifying after
all. Maybe she, too, was just a wom-
an who had run through her mind
the options of how to handle a bad
kid before she just decided to shape
her face into The Look first and see
if that would do it.

North Pole J 1ngle returns

North Pole

December 6
5PM-7PM

Jingle

COME & JOIN US!

WHO: THE NORTH POLE JINGLE IS OPEN TO ALL UPTOWN
MERCHANTS! WE ALSO WELCOME LOCAL MAKERS AT THE
UPTOWN MARTINSVILLE FARMERS’ MARKET!

WHAT: TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY
HOLIDAYS AT THE MARKET
EXTENDED UPTOWN BUSINESS HOURS

WHEN: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 2024
5PM-7PM

WHERE: UPTOWN MARTINSVILLE

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: CONTACT KIMBERLY AT
KIMBERLY@MHCCHAMBER.COM OR (276) 632-6401

Triangle Electri
B vézspi;;r \4
GROUP T ValleyStar

The North Pole Jingle will be held in Uptown Martinsville on Dec. 6, from 5 to 7 p.m. It is
open to all merchants, and includes Holidays at the Uptown Martinsville Farmers’ Market,
a Tree Lighting Ceremony, and Activities & Shopping to Support Local Uptown Businesses.

To learn more, call (276) 632-6401.

Summers is city’s newest
law enforcement officer

Cody Summers took his oath to serve and protect on Nov.
14 during a swearing-in ceremony in the Martinsville General
District Courtroom. Martinsville Police Chief Rob Fincher
(right) welcomed Cody Summers (left) to the Martinsville

Police Department last week.
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Regarding Elon Musk, the
immigrant coming to take our jobs

Over the last few weeks, Amer-
ica has somehow had even more
exposure to Elon Musk than usual
thanks to his new role as, appar-
ently, our nation’s unelected co-
President.

Musk, the richest man in the
world, is widely considered a ge-
nius, a modern-day Nikola Tesla
furiously driven to invent electric
cars, artificial intelligence, rocket
ships, and dozens upon dozens of
neglected offspring.

I will be the first to admit that
Elon Musk is a very good business-
man who had the good fortune to
inherit a great deal of money and
the good timing to invest it in
the right places at the right time.
But he is not a Nikola Tesla nor
a Thomas Edison. He’s more of a
Thomas Midgley Jr., the man who
gifted the world leaded gasoline
and chlorofluorocarbons and then
died when he became strangled in
the invention he used to get him-
self out of bed.

To explain, let’s make like a line
of ketamine and take a brief jour-
ney through Elon Musk.

Born in 1971 in Pretoria, South
Africa, Musk began his business
career in 1995 when he cofounded
the Global Link Information Net-
work with his brother Kimball and
a man named Greg Kouri. The
company was later renamed Zip2.
The three worked out of a rented
office in Palo Alto and Musk spent
a great deal of time coding the web-
site, which was essentially an on-
line city guide that provided maps
and lists of area businesses. [ won’t
get into the backstory of how he
got from Pretoria to Palo Alto, but
according to his brother Kimball,
they were working in our country
as illegal immigrants at the time.

Zip2 obtained contracts with a
couple of major newspapers and
was ultimately acquired by Com-
paq for $307 million in 1999. The
capital from the sale allowed Musk
to co-found X.com, an online finan-
cial services and e-mail payment
company. You might hear people
claim that Musk invented PayPal,
this is not true. However, X.com
saw some success and ultimate-
ly merged with Confinity, which
owned and operated PayPal. Pay-
Pal was the more popular online
payment system and the merger
was intended to eliminate poten-
tial competition from X.com.

In 2002, eBay acquired PayPal
and Musk received $176 million
in the deal, which he was able to
use as capital to fund his other
ventures. He invested $100 million
of his own money to create SpaceX
in 2002. After a few setbacks and
a few major wins, SpaceX began
receiving the massive government
contracts that have kept it afloat
ever since.

What of Tesla Motors? Musk
didn’t found it; it was founded
by Martin Eberhard and Marc
Tarpenning in 2003. Musk in-
vested heavily in the company and
eventually bought his way into a
leadership position in 2008, where-
upon he became CEO and “product
architect.”

There are a few other companies
Musk has founded, such as The
Boring Company, which is intend-
ed to construct massive tunnels,
and Neuralink, which is intended
to create man-made horrors be-
yond our comprehension. But if I
may editorialize a bit, here’s Elon
Musk’s basic career trajectory:

1. Create some early web-based
map software and an early online
banking company. These achieve-
ments are nothing to sneeze at and
likely represent the last time Musk
actually did hard work largely by
himself.

2. Have the good fortune to cre-
ate these companies during the
height of the dot com bubble, when
you could write “waffles.com” on a
cocktail napkin and sell the idea to
a cocaine-addled tech bro for $500
million.

3. Use the money from selling his
early companies to either invest
heavily in an existing company
and become the face of it or create
a new company and hire competent
staff to manage the day to day op-
erations of it.

My point here is that Musk is
— depending on how charitable
you’re feeling — either a brilliant
businessman or the world’s most
successful gambler. But he is not

By Ben R. Williams

designing electric motors for Tes-
la, or figuring out how to make a
more efficient rocket engine, or
personally soldering wires into a
monkey’s brain over at Neuralink.
He’s an inventor in the same way
as the late Steve Jobs; he can tell a
bunch of people in his employ what
he wants a product to do, and then
they have to figure out how to do it.

It’s a good thing that Musk isn’t
more hands-on considering that
when he went all-in on a pet proj-
ect at Tesla, the end result was
the CyberTruck, an uninsurable
boat anchor with the reliability
of a second-hand Yugo. And I say
that as someone who likes electric
vehicles.

Honestly, it’s easy to prove that
Musk doesn’t do much of anything
at the companies he oversees.
There’s absolutely no way that
a single human being could run
about seven different companies
while also being glued to Twitter
all day. Sure, he’s freed up a lot of
time by being an absent father to
his 12 children, but still, there just
aren’t enough hours in the day.

At this point, it’s safe to say that
Musk’s most successful business
venture was buying Twitter. Sure,
everyone laughed when he spent
$44 billion on a website and then
immediately introduced new ideas
that caused it to hemorrhage value,
but we weren’t seeing the bigger
picture. The end goal was to turn
one of the world’s largest and most
successful social media sites into a
right-wing echo chamber in order
to disseminate propaganda and
gain cachet with Donald Trump.

Clearly, Musk accomplished that
goal with flying colors. In the last
two weeks, Musk has spent more
time with Trump than Melania
has during the entire course of
their marriage, and Trump has ap-
pointed him to oversee (with Vivek
Ramaswamy) the newly-minted
Department of Government Effi-
ciency.

First off, there is a wonderful
irony in creating a department to
eliminate inefficiency and then giv-
ing it two leaders. Second, it’s sup-
posed to take an act of Congress to
create a new federal agency, but
we're living in a world where rules
don’t matter and consequences are
nonexistent, so never mind.

If you're not concerned about the
Department of Government Effi-
ciency, you should be. What hap-
pens when you take a guy who only
cares about money, has a bunch
of government contracts, believes
strongly in the privatization of
government, and then put him at
the head of a government agency
designed to root out inefficiency?
The answer is likely to be a level
of corruption almost impossible to
fathom.

Elon Musk would like you to
think that he’s a genius inventor,
the youthful father of a new age.
In reality, he’s a second-tier Bond
villain with a deep, gnawing desire
for everyone to think that he’s re-
ally cool and hip and funny (“Live
and Let Try-Hard” would be a good
name for the movie).

There is, however, a potential
silver lining here. According to
reports from anonymous leakers,
Musk is allegedly so annoying that
Trump and his inner circle are get-
ting tired of him hanging around
Mar-a-Lago in his self-described
role as “First Buddy.” With a little
luck, maybe Trump will get tired of
sharing the spotlight with Musk’s
enormous ego and kick him to the
curb.

If that does happen, it will be the
most poetic ending to Musk’s story:
he had all the money in the world,
but he couldn’t buy a likable per-
sonality.

The Latest on Veteran Scams

Fraud cost veterans, service
members, and their families $477
million in 2023, according to the
latest Federal Trade Commission
(FTC) data, and this only includes
fraud that was reported. With over
85% of veterans having encoun-
tered service-related scams in the
last 12 months, now is a great time
to review some of the most preva-
lent scams targeting current and
former service members.

Scammers employ vet-focused
twists on impersonation scams, in-
vestment fraud, and more. Crimi-
nals frequently impersonate the
VA, often threatening to cut off
benefits if you don’t provide sensi-

tive personal information or pay bo-
gus fees. They may also contact you
about investment opportunities,
with low fees or special offers just
for veterans. They may also claim
to be a veteran.

The White House along with the
VA unveiled new fraud prevention
resources for veterans. Visit Vsafe.
gov online or reach out to the new
call center at 833-38V-SAFE (833-
388-7233).

Report scams to local law enforce-
ment. For help from AARP, call
877-908-3360 or visit the AARP
Fraud Watch Network at www.
aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork.

Wade completes vigorous

training

Henry County Sheriff’s investiga-
tor Robbie Wade has officially grad-
uated from the 113th Session of the
Virginia Forensic Science Acad-
emy. After completing an intensive
nine-week training program, Wade
is now equipped with advanced
skills in forensic science, includ-
ing the proper methods to recog-
nize, collect, and preserve physi-
cal evidence from crime scenes. He
has also learned how to work with
modern forensic labs to analyze evi-
dence and support criminal investi-
gations.

This training is a huge achieve-
ment for Wade and will greatly
benefit the Henry County Sheriff’s
Office, Capt. Sandy Hines said.
Wade’s new skills will help improve
how we solve cases and serve our
community. Investigator Wade
is now one of the few law enforce-
ment officers in our region to have
completed this specialized forensic
training.

Wade’s career with the Henry
County Sheriff's Office began in
November 2010, when he started
in the Corrections Division. Over
the years, he has worked his way
up, gaining valuable experience in
several key areas of law enforce-
ment. As a Criminal Investigator,
he currently handles major investi-
gations, working independently to
solve complex cases. He is known
for his strong work ethic, attention
to detail, and his ability to manage

program

Henry County Sheriff’s investigator Robbie
Wade is pictured with Capt. Sandy Hines

cases efficiently and effectively.

Wade’s completion of the Virginia
Forensic Science Academy is “a sig-
nificant milestone, not only for him
but also for the Henry County Sher-
iff’s Office and the entire communi-
ty,” Hines said. Wade’s new skills
also will help the agency conduct
more thorough investigations, im-
prove case outcomes, and increase
the agency’s ability to serve and
protect the community.

Metal detectors in use at MHS

The City of Martins-
ville’s commitment to
student and staff safe-
ty continued Novem-
ber 19, with metal de-
tectors at Martinsville
High School entrances.
The Opengate Weap-
ons Detection System
provides quick, reli-
able screenings, allow-
ing students to pass
through without need-
ing to remove back-

packs, keys, or cell
phones. All students
will  pass through

these detectors when
they arrive at school.

In addition to en-
hancing security,
these detectors can
also help reduce pro-

hibited items, such as
vape pens, on campus.
The division will also

use mobile detectors at
home basketball and
football games.
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CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

Submit your community news and Servces sefices

paper or Landon Clark at

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net Virginia Press Services

SERVICES

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry
- fine woodworking,
design, tile, closet &
garage organizers,
repairs, etc.
Originally based in
Palm Beach County-
References. Bob
Morehouse Phone:
276-930-1703 Cell:
561-881-8292 E-Mail
Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.
net.

Thomas Land
Solutions LLC
Forestry mulching,
overgrown property

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

ging, pasture & field
reclamation, ATV &
walking trails, hunt-
ing lanes, skid-steer,
tractor and mini-
excavator work. Free
estimates. Call 276-
229-9410 or Face-
book Thomas Land
Solutions LLC

‘ PS Virginia Press
. Services

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTION-
EERS: Advertise your
upcoming auctions
statewide and in other
states. Affordable Print
and Digital Solutions
reaching your target
audiences. Call this

804-521-7576, land-
onc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vinyl Replacement
Windows Installed!
Starting at $350 Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! Ronnie Jenkins
[l Windows, Siding,
Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! American Made
Products!

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 7-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-
947-1479 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

Replace your roof with
the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
- up to 50% off installa-
tion + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611.

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-877-614-6667

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-877-
591-9950

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1
day. Limited Time Offer
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest
for 18 months for cus-
tomers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Qual-
ity materials & profes-
sional installation. Se-
nior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today!

1-844-945-1631

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncon-
tested, $475+$86 court
cost. WILLS-$295.00.
No court appearance.
Estimated completion
time twenty-one days.
Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-

0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattor-

neyva.com.

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the
details! 1-888-550-3083
www.dental50plus.com/
virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the

compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 888-
608-4974

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-844-216-
5028

Switch and save up

to $250/year on your
talk, text and data. No
contract and no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data
plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer
service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-855-262-

5564

cleanup, bush-hog-

lifetime warranty. Top-of-

First bands announced for Rooster Walk 15

Daniel Donato’s Cosmic Country,
one of the hottest touring acts in
the nation, is atop the initial band
lineup for the 15th annual Rooster
Walk Music & Arts Festival, set for
May 22-25, 2025 at Pop’s Farm in
Martinsville, Va.

Making their fourth consecutive
appearance at Rooster Walk, DDCC
is led by electric guitar virtuoso
Daniel Donato. The band’s combina-
tion of mind-altering musicianship,
outer space jam voyages and outlaw
country influences has put them on
a trajectory toward international
stardom.

Also joining the first band an-
nouncement is Andy Frasco & The
U.N,, a rock’n’roll act of seemingly
limitless energy that delivers a can-
this-possibly-get-any-crazier live
show each and every time. Frasco

“This is just the start of the full
band lineup, and it’s been directly
shaped by the wishes and wants of
our fanbase,” said Johnny Buck, ex-
ecutive director or Rooster Walk Inc.
“We wouldn’t be here without our
supporters, so it seems only logical
to give them as much of what they
ask for as humanly possible. Luckily
for us, our fans have excellent taste.”

More than 35 additional bands
will be added to the lineup, includ-
ing the top two overall headliners, in
the coming months.

Tickets and camping passes for
Rooster Walk 15 are now on sale
at Early Bird prices at www.roost-
erwalk.com, which also features all
the information needed to plan for
an amazing experience.

The 4-day festival celebrating mu-
sic, art, and the great outdoors will

& Co., who themselves headline nu-
merous venues and festivals across the country,
will be making a return to Rooster Walk follow-
ing their late-night set in 2022, at RW12.

Other bands announced Tuesday include: Lit-
tle Stranger (Charleston, S.C.), an indie hip-hop
duo whose beats demand dancing; Yarn (NC/

Timber Rights
$1000 dollars for proof of timber

rights & BY 1 3/Yof all recovered timber
rights belonging to Mr. Dodd on the
big farm in Henry County &
Pittsylvania County.
Call: 757-302-3175

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS
EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

*» We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at
(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yows business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

NY), roots rockers who will once again perform
an original set and a festival-finishing tribute
set; Hogslop String Band (Nashville, TN), an old-
time influenced, high-octane string band; Shad-
owGrass (VA/NC), a rapidly rising progressive
bluegrass band with insane musical chops; the
Rooster Walk House Band (various cities), which
comes together at RW every year for three stellar
sets of contrasting genres; and Cool, Cool, Cool
(various) a funk/house/R&B creation that causes
instantaneous dance parties wherever they ap-

LEGAL

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
MARTINSVILLE CIRCUIT COURT
55 W CHURCH STREET, MARTINSVILLE VA 24112
HOLLEY NICHOLE WIMBISH v. MATTHEW STEPHEN WIMBISH
The object of this suit is to:
TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE
It is ORDERED that MATTHEW STEPHEN WIMBISH appear at the
above-named court and protect his interests on or before JANUARY
30, 2025.

11/14/24

Case No. CL24000320-00

Jpdge

LEGAL

COUNTY OF HENRY

REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a public hear-
ing has been scheduled for December 4, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the
Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building,
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia. Following this public hear-
ing, the Planning Commission will make a recommendation on the
application to the Board of Supervisors.
The Henry County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing
on the following application on December 17, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building,
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.
The purpose of this public hearing is to receive input into the pos-
sible rezoning of property. Following are the specifics of the public
hearings.
Case R-24-14 Jose Tiznado and Ma Rodriguez
The property is located at 37 Horsley Rd, in the Reed Creek District.
The property is shown on Tax Map 5.8(10)B. The applicant is request-
ing the rezoning of approximately 0.23-acre from Commercial District
B-1 to Mixed Residential District M-R. The property is occupied by a
double wide structure that was previously used as a commercial office.
The applicant wishes to bring the zoning into compliance for residen-
tial use and financing purposes.
The application for this request may be viewed in the Department of
Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

take place Thursday-Sunday of Me-
morial Day weekend at the idyllic Pop’s Farm
venue, Martinsville.

A portion of proceeds from the festival will be
donated to local and regional charities, includ-
ing Rooster Walk’s own Penn-Shank Memorial
Endowment Scholarship Fund for students at
Martinsville High School, and the Rooster Walk
Music Instrument Program for public band pro-
grams in the local city and county school sys-
tems. In addition, a portion of every admission
ticket sold before January 1, will be donated to
United Way’s efforts to support Hurricane He-
lene victims in the mid-Atlantic region.

Rooster Walk Inc., which produces the festival,
is a 501c¢3 nonprofit dedicated to promoting mu-
sic, arts and education in its home of Martins-
ville-Henry County. Since 2009, Rooster Walk
Inc. has donated more than $330,000 to local and
regional charities.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
CHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSE

UNIQUE & UNUSUAL GIFTS
FRIDAY — NOVEMBER 22— 2:00pm—4:00pm
SATURDAY — NOVEMBER 23#— 1100am— 3-00pm
SUNDAY — NOVEMBER 24¢— 2:00pm — 40 lpm

20% OFF*
Glassware, Estate & Costume Jewelry, Dolls, Fumiture, Tools,
Hatpins, Postcards, Comic Books, Kitchen Ttems, Linens, Primitives
Toys, Sports Cards, & Racing Collectibles

Gift Certificates Available
Accepting Visa & Mastercard

Directions: 35 Preston Road in the Horsepasture District of Henry
County, VA—Tmiles from Martinsville, VA on Hwy 58W, across
from the Mini-Par Golf. Dollar General & diagonally across from the
Horsepasture Volunteer Fire Department— From Stuart take 58 East,
enter Henty County. go approx. 8 miles pass Horsepasture
Rescue Squad— Debra’s Antiques on left
276-358-1463

10% discount on gold and silver
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Faith and Friendship to Life

By Jessica Dillon

Former librarian and local author
Debbie Youngman has released her
second book, “The True Story of the
Christian Cat and the Distillery Dog,” a
Christian novel inspired by the unlikely
friendship between her cat, Sissy, and
the dog next door, Spirit. The book uses
their relationship as a lens to explore
faith, companionship, and life lessons.

“This was such a fun book to write,”
said Youngman, whose first book,
Laughter in the Library, was published
in 2019. The story of Sissy Cat, who
loves dogs and has been around many,
serves as the heart of her latest work.
“This relationship amazes me,” Young-
man said. “She’s not jealous of him, but
he’s jealous of her. They love each other,
and it’s so beautiful to watch.”

The book, described by Youngman as
“quick and easy reading,” opens with a
Bible verse, James 4:2: “You have not,
because you ask not.” Youngman adds
a whimsical touch, including versions
of the quote from the perspectives of her
animal characters: “You have not if you
meow not,” Sissy’s version, and “You
have not if you bark not,” she said of
Spirit’s version.

Youngman’s inspiration for the book
stems from her personal experience
adopting Sissy Cat. Two years after
losing her previous feline companion,
Youngman initially hesitated to bring
another cat into her home. “At first,
I tried to keep her outside,” she said.
“Then I said, ‘Come on in,” and she made
herself right at home with my other pet,
Elliot.”

Reflecting on her journey with Sissy
Cat, Youngman emphasizes the spiritu-
al significance of pets in her life. “They’re
such good companions. God knows ex-
actly who to send to us,” she said. “This
book is for Christian pet owners who
want to see their faith reflected in the
joy of their pets. No matter the type of
pet, they are a gift.”

To celebrate the book’s release,
Youngman held a signing event earlier
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Author’s Newest Book Brings

Debbie Youngman’s newest “The
True Story of the Christian Cat and the
Distillery Dog,” is available at several local
merchants and online.

this month at the Smith River Sports
Complex. Attendees were treated to
‘pawtographs’ from Sissy Cat and Spirit,
further highlighting the bond between
the beloved animals that inspired the
story.

Youngman credits Peyton Gravely,
who assisted with the book’s design and
public relations, for helping bring the
project to fruition. “He’s been a big help
to me,” she said.

The True Story of the Christian Cat
and the Distillery Dog is available at
several local retailers, including Ele-
ments Salon in Martinsville, Magnolia
& Main Books in Ridgeway, Reflections
Salon and Spa, and Karen’s Hallmark
Shop in Danville. The book is also avail-
able online through Amazon.

Youngman is actively working to ex-
pand the book’s availability to addition-
al locations in the area.

For Youngman, the book is more than
just a story about two animals; it’'s a
reflection of her faith and a celebration
of the joy that pets bring into our lives.
“They’re just a lot of fun,” she said, hop-
ing her readers will find both inspira-
tion and delight in the story of Sissy Cat
and Spirit.
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Instructors Justin Durden and Denver Smith receive a big check presented by Tiffani
Underwood, P&HCC Foundation Executive Director.

P&HCC Receives Gene
Haas Foundation Grant

Patrick & Henry Commu-
nity College has been awarded
$20,000 to support scholarships
from the Gene Haas Founda-
tion (GHF). Scholarships will
be awarded to students who
are currently enrolled or will
be enrolling in a CNC Technol-
ogy training or CNC machining-
based engineering program and
to support student participation
in SkillsUSA’s CNC competi-
tions.

P&HCC offers multiple train-
ing programs that teach CNC
machine technology and/or engi-
neering. P&HCC’s programs are
designed to prepare graduates
for immediate employment with-
in advanced manufacturing in-
cluding careers in motorsports,
engineering technologies, ad-
vanced technology and industri-
al positions, and other manufac-
turing related positions. P&HCC
is proud to prepare students for
work in a high-demand, high
wage field to meet the growing
needs of employer partners.

“The Gene Haas Grant gives

students an opportunity to ex-
cel by providing scholarships
to students to assist them in
completing our programs ulti-
mately earning them important
certifications and credentials.
These skill sets are vital to sup-
port our region in the national
mission to bring manufacturing
back to the US. These jobs are in
high demand, pay well, and are
constantly evolving to meet the
needs of local and regional man-
ufacturers. I am very thankful
to the Gene Haas Foundation for
supporting our students here at
P&HCC,” said Precision Machin-
ing instructor Justin Durden.

GHF’s primary goal is to build
skills in the machining industry
by providing scholarships for
CNC machine technology stu-
dents also to provide students
with the experience of collabora-
tion with a team by competing in
a competition that highlights de-
sign, engineering and manufac-
turing with CNC machined parts
as a primary component.

Fentanyl Fighting Strategy Seizes 550 Pounds of Fentanyl

Gov. Glenn Youngkin recently announced
that the Operation FREE (Fentanyl Awareness,
Reduction, Enforcement and Eradication) part-
nership seized more than 550 pounds of illicit
fentanyl in the last 45 days in Virginia. Under
Youngkin’s direction and his Executive Order
26, the successful Operation FREE fentanyl
fighting strategy has broken the cycle of drug
trafficking and gang activity in the Common-
wealth.

Operation FREE is a partnership focused on
fentanyl recognition, reduction of fentanyl sup-
ply/demand, the eradication of fentanyl and the
enforcement of Virginia laws related to fentanyl
manufacturing, possession and distribution.
Through community outreach, education and
partnerships with over 175 local, state and fed-

eral agencies from 13 different states we've seen
incredible success in combating the flow of fen-
tanyl and drugs. Since its launch 45 days ago,
the collective efforts of Operation FREE here in
Virginia has led to a total of over 19,000 pounds
of narcotics seized as well as 1,081 arrests and
267 firearms taken off the street.

“Our administration has developed a first-of-
its-kind multi-faceted and multi-state operation
to decrease the number of fentanyl poisonings
through law enforcement collaboration at ev-
ery level and planned seizures. I am immensely
proud of the results, 550 pounds of fentanyl off
our streets will undoubtedly save the lives of
Virginians. I want to thank our Public Safety
team and their many partners for their tireless
efforts. Due to the unique collaboration frame-

County of Henry
Important Tax Notice

2024 Real Estate Tax
(Real Estate ONLY)
Tax Deadline
Thursday December 5, 2024

Tax bills have been mailed insofar as possible, but
failure to receive bill does not relieve taxpayer of any
additional charges of penalty or interest that will
accrue under the law for failure to pay the tax
assessment.

Payments mailed must be postmarked December 5,
2024 to not incur a late fee.

Notice is hereby given that the Treasurer’s Office of
Henry County will be open Monday thru Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to receive payment. You may
pay online at www.henrycountyva.gov

Scott B. Grindstaff — Henry County Treasurer

work of Operation FREE and immense law en-
forcement dedication, Virginia is leading the na-
tion through this whole of government approach
to fight the fentanyl epidemic in our communi-
ties and breaking the cycle of drug trafficking in
the Commonwealth,” said Youngkin. “We still
have work to do, but we will continue to build
on these efforts to make Virginians safer.”

In May 2023, Youngkin signed Executive Or-
der 26 to help combat the fentanyl epidemic
in Virginia. The order, amongst other things,
directed the Secretary of Public Safety and
Homeland Security to develop a strategic plan
for law enforcement agencies across the Com-
monwealth to combat illicit trafficking and the
sale of fentanyl in Virginia. In response, the De-
partment of Public Safety and Homeland Secu-
rity, being led by the Virginia State Police con-
ducted a statewide fentanyl operation focusing
on increased enforcement, whole of community
training, education, and partnerships to reduce
supply and demand across the Commonwealth.

Led by the Virginia Secretary of Public Safety
and Homeland Security Terrance Cole and the
Virginia State Police, Operation FREE focused
on building partnerships, enhancing intelli-
gence sharing, improving operational strategies,
and increasing community outreach to thwart
the impact that fentanyl is having within the
borders of the United States.

The preliminary data collected from the na-
tionwide operation detailed significant and posi-
tive results by reducing fentanyl’s devastating
impact in our communities. Operation FREE
seized nearly 5,000 pounds of suspected, illicit,
fentanyl. This fentanyl had the potential to gen-
erate an estimated $4.3 billion dollars in rev-
enue to transnational criminal organizations,
and street level criminal gangs.

Griffith announces
$873,542 HHS Grant
to health coalition

The U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) has awarded Martinsville-Hen-
ry Coalition for Health and Wellness a $873,542
grant, according to Ninth District U.S. Rep.
Morgan Griffith, R-Salem.

“This September, I visited and toured the
Bassett Health Center that operates as part of
Connect Health + Wellness,” Griffith recalled.
“This grant for more than $873,000 helps Con-
nect Health + Wellness provide critical health
care services and treatments.”

The funding made available by this grant
comes through the HHS H80 Health Center
Program.

Connect Health + Wellness serves constitu-
encies in various localities, with operating facil-
ities extending to Bassett, Martinsville, Patrick
Springs, Stuart and Ridgeway.

See more at
www.henrycountyenterprise.com
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Drugs seized, two charged execution of search warrant

Henry County Sheriff’s investigators executed a search warrant on Foxre Drive. STAR NEWS)

The Henry County Sheriff’'s Office executed a
narcotics search warrant Nov. 14 at 50 Foxtree
Drive, Apartment 22, seizing suspected fen-
tanyl and methamphetamine. The confiscated
items are consistent with the distribution of il-
legal narcotics, according to authorities.

“This operation underscores the Sheriff’s Of-
fice’s commitment to combating the drug epi-
demic and ensuring the safety of our communi-
ties,” the department said in a statement.

Two individuals, Trey Michael Severt, 34, and
Cheree Nicole Dalton, 34, were present during
the search and face multiple charges in connec-
tion with the investigation.

Severt was charged with possession with in-
tent to distribute a Schedule I/II controlled sub-
stance, (suspected methamphetamine).

Severt is currently being held at the Henry

County Adult Detention Center without bond.
He is also on probation for previous offenses,
including possession of Schedule I/IT drugs, pos-
session of stolen goods, and possession of 10
grams of methamphetamine with intent to dis-
tribute.

Dalton was charged with possession with in-
tent to distribute a Schedule I/IT controlled sub-
stance, (suspected methamphetamine); failure
to appear — a misdemeanor from the City of
Martinsville, and probation violation, a felony
from Franklin County.

She is being held without bond at the Mar-
tinsville City Jail.

The investigation remains ongoing. Authori-
ties urge anyone with information about the
case to contact the Henry County Sheriff’s
Office at 276-638-8751 or Crimestoppers at

Cheree Nicole Dalton

63-CRIME (632-7463).

The Crimestoppers

program offers rewards
of up to $2,500 for tips leading to arrests or con-
victions. The reward amount depends on the na-
ture of the crime and the value of the informa-
tion provided.

Trey Michael Severt

Outdoor recreation economy plans are a focus in region

The West Piedmont Planning District Commis-
sion (WPPDC) and Friends of Southwest Virginia
(FSWVA), in collaboration with the Dan River Ba-
sin Association (DRBA), Patrick County Economic
Development and Tourism, Henry County Parks
and Recreation, the City of Martinsville, and other
regional and local partners, are launching the Blue
Ridge Outdoor Recreation Planning Project as part
of the larger Gateways to Southwest Virginia: Out-
door Economy Recreation Plan.

Funded by a 2023 Appalachian Regional Com-
mission (ARC) Area Development Grant and a
Tobacco Region Revitalization Commission grant,
this project aims to create a cohesive plan to ex-
pand outdoor recreational opportunities across the
region. By enhancing outdoor assets, the initiative
seeks to boost community vitality and drive eco-
nomic growth through tourism. The planning will
focus on developing recreation areas like the Blue
Ridge Parkway, Fairy Stone State Park, Philpott
Lake, Mayo River Rail Trail, and local mountain
biking trails. Building on successful models, the
project will promote blueways, trail networks,
and adventure sports, strengthening connections
throughout the Blue Ridge Mountains foothills.

The larger project, Gateways to Southwest Vir-
ginia: Outdoor Economy Recreation Plan, includes
two primary regions: the Blue Ridge Outdoor Rec-
reation Planning Project, covering the City of Mar-
tinsville and Henry and Patrick counties, and the
Powell and Clinch River Recreation Area Project,
which spans Lee, Scott, and Wise counties, along
with the City of Norton. The Blue Ridge Project
specifically focuses on fostering partnerships and
sustainable outdoor recreation development, in-
cluding trails, mountain biking, and local business

opportunities around existing trail systems.

Key partners on the project management team
include Roger Adams from Henry County, Sarah
Hodges and Kelly Rowland from the Martinsville-
Henry County Economic Development Corpora-
tion, James Houchins with Patrick County, Han-
nah Powell from the City of Martinsville, Catherine
Van Noy from Mill Creek Creative (representing
the City of Martinsville), Brian Willilams with
DRBA, Kim Davis and Jen Otey from FSWVA, and
Kristie Eberly and Amanda Gray from WPPDC.

“These partnerships and the strategic planning
involved in this project are vital steps toward creat-
ing a stronger, more sustainable outdoor economy
in our region,” said Kristie Eberly, Executive Di-
rector of the WPPDC. “We're thrilled to collaborate
with local and regional partners to enhance out-
door recreation amenities and enrich experiences
across our region.”

Following a competitive RFP process, Destina-
tion by Design (DbD) was selected as the lead con-
sulting firm. DbD brings over 10 years of experi-
ence in creating vibrant public spaces, developing
recreational opportunities, and building regional
brands, with a focus on engaging local communi-
ties and leaders to guide strategic investments.

The project will kick off soon with focus groups
and site visits involving regional partners and Des-
tination by Design (DbD). Scheduled for completion
in June 2024, the plan will offer a comprehensive
set of recommendations for implementing future
outdoor recreation projects across the region. To-
gether, the combined efforts of WPPDC, FSWVA,
DRBA, and local partners will deepen community
engagement with Southwest Virginia’s landscapes
and foster appreciation for the region’s natural

beauty.

“This regional plan focused on the outdoor econ-
omy will be an asset to Patrick County, the City of
Martinsville and Henry County and everyone who
lives, works and plays in the region will have an
opportunity to be a part of the process,” said Tif-
fany Haworth, Executive Director of DRBA. “We
are excited to work in partnership with our estab-
lished partners and looking forward to a new col-
laboration with FSWVA while DRBA is preparing
to update the Martinsville and Henry County local
Outdoor Recreation Master Plan. The combina-
tion of these local and regional master plans will
provide a community-driven roadmap for outdoor
recreational opportunities in this region for many
years.”

“The West Piedmont region unites Southern
Virginia, Southwest Virginia, and the Virginia
Mountains, creating a strength that benefits all
of Virginia,” said Kim Davis, Executive Director
of Friends of Southwest Virginia. “By focusing on
outdoor recreation, we're showcasing each area’s
unique assets, boosting local businesses, attract-
ing tourism, and strengthening community bonds.
This project exemplifies the power of partnership
across regional lines, creating a strong founda-
tion for economic growth and sustainable outdoor
experiences that benefit everyone who calls these
regions home.”

These initiatives collectively aim to promote
sustainable outdoor activities, enrich community
connections, and position the region as a premier
outdoor recreation destination, fostering greater
community appreciation for the natural assets that
define the region.

Be mindful of risks associated with
outdoor burning and campfires

The crackle of cozy campfires and the smell of
burning leaves are classic signs of fall. With re-
cent weeks of dry weather, foresters and fire in-
vestigators urge Virginians to use caution with
outdoor fires.

September’s Hurricane Helene brought ample
moisture, reducing the drought threat in the
western areas of the state. However, the Virginia
Department of Forestry reports that longer-term
drought concerns persist in eastern areas and in
northern portions of the Shenandoah Valley.

Though the general outlook for Virginia’s fall
wildfire season is for normal activity, the last two
fire seasons have been extremely active. Record-
breaking fire seasons in the fall of 2023 resulted
in 156 fires burning nearly 25,000 acres in the fall,
and 411 fires burning 20,000 acres last spring.

Nine out of 10 wildfires are initiated by people,
and the leading cause of wildfires in Virginia is
carelessness associated with outdoor burning—
“with escaped burning debris being the biggest

offender,” said DOF Chief of Fire and Emergency
Response John Miller. “Because these fires are
accidental, this means they are also preventable.”

Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co.
investigators have responded to many accidental
fires stemming from fire pits or burning leaves
and yard debris.

“In most of the fires we see, the homeowner has
gone inside for various reasons and the fire grows
bigger or the wind picks up,” said VFBMIC senior
claims investigator Todd Jones. “As a firefighter
and investigator, we advise everyone, if possible,
to never leave the fire unattended.”

Whether tidying the landscape or enjoying
friends and firelight, have at least one form of ex-
tinguishment close by, he said.

“A bucket of water, a water hose or fire extin-
guisher,” Jones continued. “Make sure ashes are
cold or watered down before leaving them. Weath-
er changes, and they can come back to ‘life!™

Also, become familiar with local burning laws

and permit requirements.

Miller noted the commonwealth’s 4 p.m. burn
law is in effect only during the spring, but Vir-
ginia residents should check in with local officials
for fire restrictions or burning bans, especially
during fire season.

“These (restrictions) often change with no ad-
vanced warning, based on fast-changing condi-
tions,” he added.

To prevent and reduce the number of wildfires
each year, VDOF recommends:

*Avoid burning on dry, windy days.

*Keep burn piles small, in flat areas, far from
flammable vegetation.

*Keep a rake or shovel and a water source
nearby.

*Stay with your fire until it is completely out
(Drown, stir, ensure it’s cool, repeat as necessary).

*Completely soak cigarettes before disposing of
them in a trash can.

Virginia’s Workforce Remains Strong, Unemployment Steady in October

Virginia’s labor market continues to show re-
silience, with a steady unemployment rate and
a growing labor force, according to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics’ Local Area Unemployment
Statistics (LAUS). The state’s seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate held at 2.9% in Octo-
ber, a 0.1 percentage point drop from the same
time last year.

The labor force grew by 3,649 to 4,575,255,
while the number of employed Virginians in-
creased by 1,404. However, nonfarm payroll em-
ployment experienced a slight decline, dropping
by 3,000 jobs, according to BLS data.

“With more than $85 billion in capital invest-
ments from companies in or moving to Virginia
since we started, job opportunities continue to
abound across the Commonwealth,” said Gov.
Glenn Youngkin. “Virginia’s labor market re-
mains strong, with continued growth in our la-
bor force and a steadily low unemployment rate.

As more people move to Virginia than away from
the other 49 states for the first time in a decade,
fostering a business-friendly environment re-
mains a key priority that attracts investment,
drives job creation, and ensures that every Vir-
ginian has the opportunity to succeed.”
Virginia’s unemployment rate is well below
the national rate of 4.1%, which also remained
unchanged in October. The state’s labor force
participation rate, measuring those employed
or actively seeking work, held steady at 66.0%.
“Virginia’s stable labor force participation
rate reflects the resilience and dedication of our
workforce,” said Secretary of Commerce and
Trade Caren Merrick. “With a steady demand
for talent and a commitment to creating a dy-
namic business environment, we are positioned
for continued growth and success. We remain
focused on fostering innovation and expanding
job opportunities across the Commonwealth.”

The BLS also reported data from its Current
Employment Statistics (CES) survey, which
tracks payroll employment. According to CES,
Virginia has added 67,800 jobs over the past
year and 247,400 jobs since January 2022, with
total nonfarm payroll employment reaching
4,240,300 in October.

The LAUS and CES surveys provide com-
plementary insights into employment trends.
LAUS data, based on household surveys, tracks
individuals as employed or unemployed. CES,
derived from payroll records, measures job
counts excluding self-employed individuals, un-
paid volunteers, and private household workers.

These figures highlight Virginia’s continued
focus on fostering job creation, workforce devel-
opment, and a robust economy.

For more details, visit the Department of
Workforce Development and Advancement web-
site at https://virginiaworks.com/.
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Crossing the Lines

News snippets from outside the city/county lines

Concerns about changes in Town Logo are unfounded

l\
Stuart

The Town of Stuart’s former logo featured
a profile of Confederate Gen. J.E.B. Stuart.

Concerns about the removal
of Confederate General J.E.B.
Stuart’s profile from the Town
of Stuart’s logo and official im-
agery are unfounded, according
to Town Manager Bryce Sim-
mons.

Simmons made the comments
in response to former Stuart
councilman Dean Goad’s efforts
to oppose the removal of Stu-
art’s likeness. Goad began cir-
culating a letter in mid-October
opposing the change. He had
collected about 50 signatures
from residents and businesses
as of Nov. 6.

Goad expressed concerns
that eliminating Stuart’s im-
age could signal the start of
broader changes, saying, “If you
take that off the side of the ve-
hicles,” then it’s going to be the
tip of the iceberg of potential
changes. “I just don’t think we
need to do away with history.”

Goad plans to present his pe-
tition to the Stuart Town Coun-
cil once he gathers more signa-
tures.

The former town logo fea-
tured an image of J.E.B. Stu-
art set against a green map of
the town, flanked by apples and
strawberries. A golden banner
reading “Est. 1794 Town of Stu-
art, VA” sat below the image.

As part of the town’s Down-
town Revitalization Project, a
new logo was introduced. The
updated design features the
historic Patrick County Court-
house with a five-petaled flower
underneath. The words “Stuart
Virginia” appears beneath the
image on a green, blue, and

The new logo, introduced as part of the
Downtown Revitalization Project, highlights
the Patrick County Courthouse.

dark blue background.

“We developed a new brand
and logo as part of the Down-
town Revitalization Project,”
Simmons said. “At the time, Mr.
Goad was on the town council
and approved the plan, includ-
ing all parts of the rebranding
were in it.” There were oppor-
tunities for public notice and
engagement, but he chose not
to raise objections or speak on
the matter at that time, “and
in fact, voted for the plan as it
was,” he said.

Simmons emphasized that
there has been no effort to re-
move J.E.B. Stuart’s image
from town property.

“I did remove his image from
my business cards and started
using the new logo in email
signatures. Other than that,
there has been no other discus-
sion, recommendation, or gen-
eral use of a new town logo,” he
said, adding there’s also been
no change to the town’s work
trucks and garbage trucks.

He added that there have been
no council discussions about re-
moving J.E.B. Stuart-related
imagery or changing the town’s
name.

“There 1s absolutely nobody at
the Town of Stuart that is will-
ing to change the town’s name
or remove the statue or even
remove Jeb Stuart’s image from
anything that is official,” he
said, adding that Goad hasn’t
sought him out to discuss this
topic. “This is all just rumors
floating around.”

Worley and Stanley Families Named Grand
Marshals of PC Christmas Parade

Lauren Worley and Kaylee Stanley, along with their families, will serve as grand marshals
of the 52nd annual Patrick County Christmas Parade on Dec. 7.

Lauren Worley, Kaylee Stan-
ley, and their families will lead
the 52nd annual Patrick County
Christmas Parade as its grand
marshals, organizers announced.

The parade, hosted by One
Family Productions, will take

place on Saturday, Dec. 7, at 2
p.m.

Chris Prutting, executive direc-
tor of One Family Productions,
said the families were selected in
alignment with this year’s theme,
“Community Through Strife.”

Meadows of Dan Christmas

Parade set

The 15th annual Meadows
of Dan Christmas Parade will
take place on Saturday, Nov.
30, bringing holiday cheer to the
community.

Parade organizer Trinity Goad
said the festivities will begin at 3
p.m., with lineup starting at 2:30
p.m. on Light Ridge Road.

“The parade route follows Busi-
ness Route 58,” Goad explained.
“It starts at Light Ridge Road
and ends at Meadows of Dan
Baptist Church.”
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for Nov. 30

There is no cost or deadline to
join the parade.

After the parade, Meadows of
Dan Baptist Church will offer
complimentary refreshments, in-
cluding cider, hot chocolate, and
s’mores.

At 5 p.m., the Concord Primi-
tive Baptist Church will host an
old-fashioned Christmas singing
to round out the evening.

For more information or to reg-
ister as a participant, contact
Trinity Goad at (540) 230-7943.

Schools Awarded $300,000 Grant for Blue Ridge
Elementary Renovations

Highest Achic

Exemplar Award

vement

The Patrick County School Board presented a resolution to Woolwine Elementary School
staff in recognition of the school’s VDOE Highest Achievement Exemplar Award for 2024-

25.

Patrick County Schools Su-
perintendent Jason Wood an-
nounced during the School
Board’s meeting on Thursday,
Nov. 14, that the division has
received a $300,000 grant from
the School Construction As-
sistance Program (SCAP). The
funds will support extensive
renovations at Blue Ridge El-
ementary School.

“We applied last year and
were a finalist, but we didn’t

recelive the award. However,
about a month ago, we were no-
tified that we were selected this
year,” Wood said.

The renovations will include
upgrading the school’s stage to
meet safety codes, improving
accessibility, and adding func-
tional steps. The current steps
don’t meet code requirements,
but once renovations are com-
plete, they will, he noted.

Mountain Christmas Project Brings
Holiday Cheer to Hurricane Victims

Bnngmg hope to Western NC children for Christmas

We are lookmg for your help!

The Mountain Christmas project aims to bring holiday joy to children and families in
Western North Carolina still recovering from Hurricane Helene.

Chris Dollarhite is on a mission
to ensure that children and fami-
lies in Western North Carolina
affected by Hurricane Helene
experience the joy of the holiday
season. Through the Mountain
Christmas project, he’s working
to provide toys, clothing, and a
sense of hope to those still recov-
ering from the devastating

Dollarhite, a member of the
Patrick County Patriots, often
assists with local events and non-
profit initiatives. While many
members of his group have been
traveling to North Carolina to
volunteer directly, his work com-
mitments prevented him from
joining.

“A lot of them have been vol-
unteering and going to Western
North Carolina. Some of them a
week at the time, some of them
a weekend. I work a lot, so I
couldn’t get freed up to go volun-
teer like I wanted to go out with
a group,” he said.

While he was giving donations
and helping others, Dollarhite
said he felt like he needed to do
something else and started think-
ing about the future, particularly
about Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas.

“When I thought about Christ-

s - I'm a parent and I thought
about the kids. As adults we
have choices we can go and do
things, but children are innocent
they don’t have any choice where
they’re stuck, where they’re at,”

he said.

While volunteering, Dollarhite
said some Patrick County Pa-
triots members were in Ashe-
ville, N.C., and connected with
Gashes Creek Baptist Church.
Two weeks ago, the church set
up a sign-up sheet for families in
need. In just four days, 195 chil-
dren, ranging from 1 to 17 years
old, were registered to receive as-
sistance.

“We decided” to also provide
clothing, in addition to toys “be-
cause so many of them are still
short on the necessitates that
they need just in their day-to-day
life, you know coats, clothes, a
house, a lot of the basics,” he said.

Dollarhite said individual,
unwrapped donations can be
dropped off at A Little Bit of Ev-
erything, located at 25688 Jeb
Stuart Highway, Stuart.

The project has set a hard
deadline of Dec. 5 for all dona-
tions. Gifts will be transported to
the church to be wrapped by vol-
unteers. Deliveries will be made
about two weeks before Christ-
mas.

Monetary donations will be
used to purchase clothing and
toys, and can be made out to
Chris Dollarhite or Caroline
Jones, and mailed to 4049 South
Mayo Drive, Stuart, VA 27171.

For large group donations,
pickup arrangements, or addi-
tional questions, call Dollarhite
at (434) 549-3397.

To read more about these and other
stories, check out The Enterprise,
www.theenterprise.net.
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Bassett High School Band of Distinction
Wins 12th Consecutive Stat

p—

The Bassett High School
Band of Distinction, under
the direction of Trey Harris,
has once again proven their
exceptional talent and dedi-
cation by winning their 12th
consecutive state title at the
2024 Virginia Marching Band
Cooperative (VMBC) Champi-
onships and Commonwealth
Cup. The event was held at
Liberty University, where the
band competed in the Group
5 A category and emerged as
the state champions.

The Band of Distinction’s re-
markable performance earned
them top honors in multiple
categories, including Music,
General Effect, Color Guard,

marks their 12th state cham-
pionship, a testament to their
consistent excellence and
hard work.

The Bassett High School
Band of Distinction’s contin-
ued success highlights the im-
portance of music education
and its positive impact on stu-
dents’ lives. The band looks
forward to continuing their
tradition of excellence and in-
spiring future generations of
musicians.

For more information, please
contact Trey Harris, Band Di-
rector and Music Education
Teacher, Bassett High School,
276-629-1731, trharris@hen-
ry.k12.va.us.
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IRS offers help to military members, veterans with tax needs

Members of the U.S. Armed Forces, veterans
and their families may qualify for special tax
benefits. Whether they have a simple or com-
plex tax situation, the IRS provides information
to make filing taxes easier to understand for
those sacrificing so much for our country.

Benefits for military members

Some of the tax benefits for service members
include:

Combat pay: This pay is partially or fully tax-
free. Service members serving in support of a
combat zone or in a qualified hazardous duty
area may also qualify for this exclusion.

Combat zone tax deadline extensions: Quali-
fying members of the military, such as those
who serve in a combat zone or in contingency
operations outside the U.S., can get additional

time to file and pay their taxes.

Armed Forces dependency allotments: Assis-
tance programs for dependent care allotments
contributed by the government are excludable
benefits and not included in the military mem-
ber’s income.

Earned Income Tax Credit: The EITC is
worth up to $7,830 for tax year 2024. Low and
moderate income service members who receive
nontaxable combat pay can use specific quali-
fications that may increase the amount of the
EITC for which they qualify, meaning they may
owe less tax or get a larger refund.

Moving expenses: Members of the U.S. Armed
Forces on active duty may be eligible to deduct
unreimbursed relocation expenses if their move
was due to a military order and permanent

change of station. Also, allowances paid to move
members of the U.S. Armed Forces for a perma-
nent change of station aren’t taxable.

For more details on benefits for military mem-
bers, taxpayers can refer to the Military Family
Tax Benefits page on IRS.gov.

What to do when it’s time to file

The Department of Defense provides MilTax,
a suite of tax services free for members of the
military, qualifying veterans and family mem-
bers.

Many military installations offer free income
tax assistance in person through the military
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program. Mil-
itary service members can contact their instal-
lation’s legal office for details.

Use caution when preparing Thanksgiving feast

The National Fire Protection Association®
(NFPA®) urges added caution when cooking
on Thanksgiving Day, by far the leading day of
the year for home cooking fires. In 2022, an es-
timated 1,610 home cooking fires were reported
to U.S fire departments on Thanksgiving Day,
reflecting a 399 percent increase over the daily
average. Between 2018 and 2022, there was an
annual average of three and half times more
cooking fires on Thanksgiving Day than on a
typical day of the year.

“Thanksgiving is a hectic holiday with mul-
tiple dishes cooking and baking at the same
time, along with guests, entertaining, and other
distractions that can make it easy to lose sight
of what’s on the stove or in the oven,” said Lor-
raine Carli, vice president of Outreach and Ad-
vocacy at NFPA. “With all these factors at play,
it’s no surprise that the number of cooking fires
spikes so dramatically on Thanksgiving.”

Overall, cooking is the leading cause of U.S.
home fires and injuries, and the second-leading
cause of home fire deaths. Unattended cooking
is the leading contributing factor in cooking

fires and fire deaths.

“Keeping a close eye on what’s cooking and
minimizing the likelihood of getting distracted
can greatly reduce the risk of cooking fires,” said
Carli. “As simple as these preventative mea-
sures may sound, they truly can help ensure
that everyone enjoys a festive, fire-free holiday.”

Following are additional tips and recommen-
dations from NFPA to help everyone cook safely
on Thanksgiving:

*Never leave the kitchen while cooking on
the stovetop. Some types of cooking, especially
those that involve frying or sautéing with oil,
need continuous attention.

*When cooking a turkey, remain at home and
check it regularly.

*Make use of timers to keep track of cooking
times, particularly for foods that require longer
cook times.

*Keep things that can catch fire like oven
mitts, wooden utensils, food wrappers, and tow-
els at least three feet away from the cooking
area.

*Avoid long sleeves and hanging fabrics that

can come in contact with a heat source.

*Always cook with a lid beside your pan. If a
small grease fire starts, smother the flames by
sliding the lid over the pan, then turn off the
burner. Do not remove the cover because the
fire could start again. Let the pan cool for a long
time.

*For an oven fire, turn off the heat and keep
the door closed. Only open the door once you're
confident the fire is completely out, standing to
the side as you do. If you have any doubts or
concerns, contact the fire department for assis-
tance.

*Keep children and pets at least three feet
away from the stove and areas where hot food
or drink is prepared or carried. Hot foods and
liquids should be placed away from table and
counter edges.

In addition, NFPA strongly discourages the
use of turkey fryers that use cooking oil, which
can cause devastating burns. For a safe alterna-
tive, NFPA recommends purchasing a fried tur-
key from a grocery store or restaurant or buying
a fryer that does not use oil.

Virginia-grown Christmas trees create real memories

There are many reasons for buying a Virginia-
grown Christmas tree this season—Ilike creat-
ing lifelong memories.

“I've talked to a lot of guys who are 70 or
80 years old and remember the first tree they
cut,” remarked Ben Snyder, co-owner of Firever
Pines in Caroline County.

Choosing a fresh-cut Christmas tree for your
holiday centerpiece means you're supporting a
local farmer like Snyder, who works throughout
the year to bring Christmas cheer to customers.
There were 480 Virginia farms that cultivated
Christmas trees, on 9,805 acres, in 2022, ac-
cording to the most-recent U.S. Census of Ag-
riculture.

Christmas trees are a strong contributor to
Virginia’s agricultural economy, with annual
sales around $10 million, according to the Vir-
ginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services.

Another benefit of purchasing a live Christ-
mas tree: It’s good for the environment. Trees
produce oxygen while absorbing and storing
carbon, their roots reduce erosion while improv-
ing water quality, and they provide shelter for
wildlife, according to the Virginia Department
of Forestry.

“For every tree that’s harvested, we plant an-

other two,” Snyder noted.

There’s a lot that goes into growing around
7,000 trees on Snyder’s 9-acre Virginia farm
and another 3,000 on his 5-acre Pennsylvania
farm.

After planting around 1,000 to 2,000 trees
each spring, the farm manages the grass while
monitoring soil and tree health—routinely
checking for any signs of disease or malnutri-
tion. The trees are trimmed in the summer and
cut in mid-November.

“There’s also a lot of losses that go into it—
whether there’s a drought or too much rain,”
Snyder added.

Prolonged drought conditions and other chal-
lenges cut into this year’s crop at Hank’s Christ-
mas Trees in Fauquier County. The farm lost
5,000 trees after planting 6,000 in the spring.

“But we still have trees to sell this year,” said
Cheryll Green, the farm’s co-owner.

Beginning the Friday after Thanksgiving,
customers can visit the farm and choose from a
selection of Fraser fir, Douglas fir, blue spruce,
white pine, Leyland cypress and blue ice trees
to cut down themselves or with assistance. The
farm also offers pre-cut Fraser firs and wreaths.

Green said “the experience” of visiting a
Christmas tree farm is the No. 1 benefit. While

browsing the farm’s trees or holiday shop, visi-
tors can indulge in complementary hot chocolate
or purchase hot cider, grilled cheese or a burger.

Hank’s will offer Santa’s Magical Train Ride
on Friday and Saturday evenings by appoint-
ment only. Families can ride their own train car
to Santa’s Cottage, meet Santa, and enjoy free
kettle corn, candy canes and “reindeer food.”

Starting Nov. 23, visitors to Firever Pines can
enjoy complimentary hot chocolate while brows-
ing the farm’s choose-and-cut selection of blue
ice trees or pre-cut Fraser fir, Douglas fir and
concolor fir—Synder’s personal favorite.

“It has a really nice blue color to it, sturdy
branches and a citrus-like smell,” he said.

Snyder’s customers can get immersed in the
holidays by exploring the farm’s Elf Village and
shopping for holiday goods like garlands, orna-
ments and handmade wreaths in the Christmas
shop.

And when the season is over, customers can
bring their trees back to Firever Pines to be
mulched and reapplied to the soil—nourishing
next year’s Christmas trees.

For more information, visit fireverpines.com
and hankschristmastrees.com.

To find a Virginia Christmas tree farm near
you, visit virginiachristmastrees.org.

FOR MORE, VISIT THE ENTERPRISE AT WWW _ENTERPRISE.NET
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Visits for meetings,

Solar Sale Scams

The sun might be shining on solar
energy, but buyers beware — costly
solar panel scams could leave you
in the dark with massive loans and
higher bills. Here’s what you need
to know to stay in the light against
this scam.

The sales pitch often starts with
a solar salesperson knocking on the
front door, calling on the phone, or
connecting on social media, offer-
ing promises of lower energy bills,
reduced emissions, and increased
resale value. They'll likely push a
special deal — but only if you sign

right away.
Be suspicious and don’t share
sensitive  personal information

with anyone who calls, emails, or
visits you out of the blue promoting

a solar panel deal, and always read
the fine print before signing any
document. Know that the govern-
ment does not have any program
that installs solar panels on the
houses of Americans for free. If you
are interested in solar, research
providers, get multiple estimates,
and check for complaints and is-
sues with installation companies
by visiting the Better Business Bu-
reau national business directory at
bbb.org/search.

Report scams to local law enforce-
ment. For help from AARP, call
877-908-3360 or visit the AARP
Fraud Watch Network at www.
aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork.

Retailers of Smokable or Edible
Hemp Products Required to
Register With VDACS

Retail locations that sell a hemp
product intended for smoking or an
edible hemp product must obtain a
Hemp Product Retail Facility Reg-
istration before Dec. 31. The appli-
cation for a retail facility registra-
tion will be available starting Nov.
15, through the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer
Services (VDACS) Office of Hemp
Enforcement.

This registration requirement
comes into effect following changes
that the General Assembly made to
Virginia’s Industrial Hemp Law in
2023. VDACS Office of Hemp En-
forcement is publicizing this change
to ensure all establishments that
sell edible or smokable hemp prod-
ucts comply with the law.

Requirements include but are not
limited to:

A regulated Hemp Product
Retail Facility Registration shall
be required for each location that
offers retail sales of these regulated
hemp products.

As required by law, a nonre-
fundable annual registration fee of
$1,000 shall be required with each
application for a regulated hemp
product retail facility registration.

Each registration issued
shall be valid for a period of one
year from the date of issuance
and may be renewed in successive

years. Each annual renewal shall
require the payment of the nonre-
fundable annual registration fee.

In order to offer for sale a regu-
lated hemp product in Virginia,
an establishment must submit the
Regulated Hemp Product Retail
Facility Registration Application to
VDACS and pay the $1,000 annual
fee. Applications may be submitted
to the Office of Hemp Enforcement
by mail or electronically. Mailed
applications must include a check
or money order, while online appli-
cation payments can be made elec-
tronically.

Registrations will be issued in
the order in which the application
was received, and applicants will
receive confirmation once an ap-
plication and fee has been properly
verified by VDACS Office of Hemp
Enforcement. A hemp product re-
tailer found to be offering for sale
regulated hemp products without
submitting a Hemp Product Retail
Facility Registration Application
after December 31, 2024, may face
a civil penalty of $2,000 initially.
Retailers found to be in repeat vio-
lation of the facility registration
requirement may be assessed ad-
ditional, increased civil penalties.

More information can be found
on the Office of Hemp Enforcement
webpage.

Traditional syrup makers
tap into alternative flavors

Highland County is home to
over 70% of the state’s maple
syrup production, but there are
other hidden syrup sources in the
county’s diverse woodlands.

Sugar maples typically are
tapped from dJanuary through
March, as the sap requires cold
nights and slightly warmer days
to flow. But variable weather
places pressure on the six-week
harvesting  window—inspiring
some producers to explore alter-
native species.

Several different species of
trees can be used to make syr-
up, including beech, black birch,
black walnut and sycamore.

Glenn Heatwole of Sugar Tree
Country Store started experi-
menting with black birch syrup
three years ago in hopes of ex-
tending his syrup season. Birch
trees are tapped once the ground
warms to above 40 degrees, and
then the sap “runs until it quits,”
he said.

Heatwole is one of the only
black birch syrup producers
around—partly due to the spe-
cies’ scarcity in the region. And
while it takes about 40 gallons
of sap to make 1 gallon of maple
syrup, a gallon of birch syrup re-
quires 250 gallons of sap.

“It’s very labor-intensive,”
Heatwole noted. “You have to be
on top of it, close at hand and al-
ways paying attention.”

Tonoloway Farm’s hickory syr-
up 1s made throughout the year.
Hickory tree bark is harvested,
boiled into a “tea” and sweetened
with cane sugar to make a syrup.
The farm’s store also keeps a
ready supply of maple and apple
cider syrups, but its black walnut
syrup always sells out.

Boasting thousands of black
walnut trees, Tonoloway Farm is
one of the largest black walnut
syrup producers in North Amer-
ica. From early February to late
March, tubes woven throughout
the woodlands funnel extracted
sap from 2,000 taps into collec-
tion tanks.

“Most people don’t understand
all the different byproducts you
can get from black walnut trees,”
noted Virginia Tech researcher
Tom Hammett.

Hammett recently launched a
research study with the farm’s
manager, Will Shepherd, in part-
nership with Virginia Tech and
Future Generations University
in West Virginia. They conduct
on-farm research exploring pro-
duction efficiencies and flavor
profiles for developing a walnut
syrup grading system.

“A lot of the work we're doing is
very similar to some of the work
that’s been done with sugar ma-
ple,” Hammett explained.

They hope their groundbreak-
ing study will help expand the
market. Many syrup producers
have yet to discover the premium
product—recently valued at $320
a gallon in the wholesale market,
according to Shepherd.

“We’re trying to help remove all
barriers to entry so that walnut
syrup becomes more of a common
thing, because it’s probably the
best syrup I've ever had,” he re-
marked.

Visit sugartreecountrystore.
com or tonolowayfarm.com for
more information.

Read more in Virginia Farm
Bureau’s fall Cultivate magazine
at bit.ly/4fjmUfX.

See more at
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

conventions fully recovered to
pre-pandemic levels in 2023

Last week, the Virginia Tour-
ism Corporation said that meet-
ings and conventions in Vir-
ginia generated $5.8 billion in
direct spending in 2023, with
$2.1 billion contributed solely
by visitors. Meetings and con-
ventions visitors spent nearly
$6 million per day in Virginia
last year. In 2023, 4.9 million
people attended a meeting or
convention in Virginia, with 2.5
million staying overnight, rep-
resenting 6% of Virginia’s total
overnight visitors.

Operational spending drove
about $3.7 billion, or 64%, of di-
rect impact from meetings and
conventions, a comparatively
larger share of the $5.8 billion
relative to traditional visitor
spending. Meetings operation-
al spending includes hotel and
venue financing and rental ar-
rangements, staffing services,
AV and production services,
event management and market-
ing, technical support and IT
services, and insurance policies
sold for event coverage. The re-
maining 36% of impacts were
from traditional tourism spend-
ing by meetings and convention
visitors.

Meetings-related visitor
spending grew by 14% from
2022, outpacing the total state-
wide visitor spending growth of
10%. Of the $2.1 billion in meet-
ings and conventions visitor
spending, lodging captured the
largest share of visitor dollars
at 42%, followed by food and
beverage (30%), transportation
(13%), retail (10%), and recre-
ation (5%). Lodging and food
and beverage spending saw the
most year-over-year growth,
each increasing by 15%, fol-
lowed by recreation (14%), re-
tail (12%), and transportation
(9%).

In 2023, Virginia’s meetings
and conventions sector directly
employed 56,703 Virginians,
generating $2.2 billion in in-
come and driving $335 million
in state and local tax revenues.
The direct impact of lodging
and property taxes alone at
$157 million total in 2023 high-
lights the sector’s crucial role
in generating revenue for local
governments across the Com-
monwealth.

The meetings and conventions
sector in Virginia experienced a
significant decline in 2020 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
with a 72% drop in meetings-
related visitation and a 73%
decrease in meetings-related
travel spending. Meetings and
conventions visitor volume was
essentially halted for two years
and sat at less than half of pre-
pandemic spending and visita-
tion levels from 2020 through
2021. The meetings and con-
ventions sector reached 2019
levels of spending in 2022, and
meetings-related visitation fi-
nally reached full recovery in
2023, playing a crucial role in

Virginia’s overall recovery from
the pandemic.

“The resurgence of Virginia’'s
meetings and conventions sec-
tor to pre-pandemic levels is
an economic impact win that
should be celebrated,” said Car-
en Merrick, Virginia Secretary
of Commerce and Trade. Gen-
erating $5.8 billion in direct
spending and employing more
than 56,000 Virginians, this
sector is vital to our Common-
wealth’s prosperity. The $335
million in state and local tax
revenues further emphasizes
its importance in supporting
our communities and enhancing
the quality of life for all Virgin-
1ans.”

Northern Virginia, home to
about one-third of the state’s
hotel rooms and a high concen-
tration of meeting spaces, ac-
counts for roughly half (47%) of
all meetings-related spending
in Virginia. Coastal Virginia,
centered around the Hampton
Roads region accounts for 23%,
followed by Central & Southern
Virginia at 18%, which includes
Richmond, Charlottesville, and
Lynchburg. Western Virginia,
inclusive of the Roanoke region,
the Shenandoah Valley, and
Southwest Virginia contributed
12% of meetings and conven-
tions spending in the Common-
wealth. However, across the re-
gions of the study, meetings are
a relatively constant share of
all total regional spending. All
regions benefit from meetings
and conventions visitors.

Virginia Tourism Corpora-
tion collaborated with Tourism
Economics to conduct this com-
prehensive impact study. For
purposes of this study, meet-
ings are defined as a gathering
of 10 or more participants for
a minimum of four hours in a
contracted venue. This includes
business events but excludes
social, educational (formal edu-
cational activities at primary,
secondary, and university level
education), and recreational ac-
tivities. Consumer exhibitions
are included.

The economic impact of meet-
ings and conventions was esti-
mated using the regional Input-
Output (I-O) model based on
a customized IMPLAN model
for Virginia, which also subdi-
vided the Commonwealth into
four regional areas for further
measurement. The results of
this study show the scope of
the meetings and conventions
sector’s impact in terms of di-
rect visitor spending and opera-
tions, as well as total economic
impacts, including employment,
household income, and fiscal
(tax) impacts.

For more information on
VTC’s Economic Impact of Meet-
ings & Conventions in Virginia
and Future Outlook study, visit
vatc.org/research/meetings-im-
pact.
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SNOWELALLS

solution

TURKEY TERMS

SCRAMBLERS

solution
1.Being; 2. Adrift;
3. Refuse; 4. Sport
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Super Crossword

“TAKE THAT!”

ACROSS 54 Nav. officer 100 Old Icelandic 5 Holy artifacts 43 Build a 85 EarthLink or
1 Printed news 55 Rainbow, e.g. literary work 6 Canonized financial MSN
sources 56 Incentive 101 Dais stand ninth-century portfolio 86 High no. for a
7 Rival of Nike 57 Cardiologist 102 Suffix with pope 44 Fly of Africa valedictorian < by Linda Thistle
13 More potent, 62 Return to 000 cannon 7 Savory jelly 46 More miffed 87 “Is there no \/
as liquor 63 Digital 103 “Oh, gross!” 8 — Vader 48 Gives ear to — thig?!” . .
20 Supposed holiday 105 President 9“You beat me 49 “Ltd.” cousin 88 Handed over By Lucie Winborne 3|7 4
evil repeller greeting pro — this game” 50 15-season 89 Trolleys
21 Stephen 64 Shipping box: 106 Fighting it out 10 Removal CBS series 91 All-terrain s ‘e
King's Abbr. 108 Thor and from office 51 They often motorcycle * 1“ 1674, the W omen’s Petition 1 5(2
“— Lot” 65 Digital color Indra 11 Prayer ender work with 96 How Jesus Against .Coffee. ?lalmed Fhe beverage
22 Grow bigger inits. 113 Spanish for 12 Russ. or DJs walked, was turning British men into “useless 17 6
23 “The Client 67 Suffix with “hand” Ukr., formerly 53 List-limiting miraculously corpsels” and proposed a ban on it for
List” actress host 117 Forbid 13 Prompt for abbr. 97 Aetna p [ ] d ﬁ) p £60 8 2 4
Shepherd 68 Kuwaiti royal 118 “Symposium” the iPhone’s 58 “For alternative anyone under the age of 60.
24 Result_of 7 Peck upon philosopher per§onal heaven's —!” 98 What a H.S. . Eugene V. Debs ran for president in 5 3 8
vandalism parting 119 Peter out assistant 59 Snoops dropout 1920 whil . .
26 Match draw 75 ltaly’s 120 Personal 14 Nativeness 60 Keep — head may earn ; while serving a PHSQH Sentem’:e 6 4 3
27 “Them’s Villa d'— psychosocial to a certain (stay calm) 99 Syringe parts in Atlanta Federal Penitentiary for his
fightciin‘l” 76 Prfitfix with 123 (éor;)fli%t 5 Iregt::)n cinlly f g; ‘ll-_iar\‘/e g bfite” }g; ,letOISt c;ooked protests against World War 1. He still 4 719
words! partisan ubsides n the style of ichard o east one 15
28 Suffix with 77 Singer Des'— 127 Pop flop of 16 Agatha “Primal Fear’ 109 Welcomes to captured nearly 1 million votes.
2 (F,;amn ) ;g English lav s 10 95:5| - _l(__)hi:istie’s title gg ll;lail choatiqg o gr;e’s home « The plot of “The Nightmare Before 9 8 2
ight fielder ave an — atalog again ehran em hanging service . 5 . .
Slaughter mystery 129 Manorial locale above a crib 111 Snooped ChqumaS Wa,s paIﬂy msplred by the 2 9 5
30 Officials at 81 Peter out home 18 Kellogg's 70 “Be there (around) collision of holiday store decorations.
first or third 83 Belief that 130 Whole waffle shortly” 112 Arrive at . . i i
34 Inner self, people are number 19 “Cheers’ 72 Smallracer 113 Skirt style * Cotton candy was invented in 1895 Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
to Jung noticing you 131 Unlocked actor Roger inagroove 114 Yemen city by candy maker John C. Wharton and that each row across, each column down and each
36 Quarterback more than 132 What the 25 Eight 73 Grew irate 115 Pond wriggler dentist William Morrison, who called small 9-box square contains all of the
Manning they really starts of nine plus two 74 Religion in 116 Previously ocerns ’ numbers from one to nine.
37 Eight are answers in 30 Ocean liner? 17-Down 118 Job of some it fglry floss” and S(.)ld th0u§and§ Qf
minus two 90 Total up this puzzle 31 Pond slime 75 Escort in cooks servings at the St. Louis World’s Fair !l’l DIFFICU LTY THIS WEEK: ’ ’
38 Nav. officer wrongly might be 32 Tuscan city “The Hunger 121 Dress fancily, 1904. It was renamed “cotton candy” in -
40 Sweater with 92 Source of 33 Wood splitter Games” with “out” the 1920s by Josef Lascaux — another .
a pattern of 24/7 $20 bills DOWN 340to or Hopi 77 Brew colored 122 — -Magnon dentist ho sold th hari € Moderate 4 4 Challenging
raised bands 93 Hot tub site 1 Lobby gp. 35 Sponge up from 124 Maglie of the enils — W 0 SO, € saccharine con- ¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
45 Ripens 94 More subtle, 2 Comedian 39 Give a poker oxidation old Giants fection to his patients. Hmmm, sounds :
47 Auto exhaust as a point Poehler hand, e.g. 80 Slightly amiss 125 Adaptable alittle bit suspicious to us. ©2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
and such 95 Presidential 3 Saloon 41 Toy with a tail 82 Social skill truck, in brief
52 River craft hopeful's bid 4 Upper crust 42 Sounds 84 Pot’s partner 126 Corral * In a study by the Smell and Taste
1 2 3 |4 |5 |6 8 |9 11 |12 13 [14 [15 |16 |17 |18 [19 Treatment Research Foundation, the

20

23

“pansosal syl Iy "ou| ‘JedIpUAS sainjea Buny 12020

S
NN

R

>

b N 2
| & DN THAT. ]
L' Ao 8] N NS \\\\\\\\\~ X . Q
N)‘ NHI-I-:L&S/ PFFl S'Ts GREENS y\\\\\\\\\\

BY
HOCUS'FOCUS HENRY BOLTINOFF MAGIC MAZE ‘ TURKEY
0 : IO 7 TERMS
'\\gZ/ 4 . CUROLJGDAXVSPNK
™ ,_\"5?
By:rj ? . Il FCAXVSQOSLIJHESG
johnson
\J CAXVTRPSYNNEIJNN
DOUBT? ...0R DARE! —
RO ) LJHFDB(GOBBLERYI
A\
WODNAR \VJ)) SXVTRPPOTCMKHIY
e .
OHIRN Lédo%'ﬁyor; ° ‘// GEEDADOONSBZXEA
UDEC | | - : J
YHANCRO Find at least six differences in details between panels. WUKLRTRUQOONMLL
YEWD LIJWAIGRFLDCOATP
WS gYEEXJAGNITTURTS
YORDEW B
owc : DBSKCOLFAWSVTA/I
Y HARESC | : SRPONLKIJTIGFEWD
Y RDADE < . . . . .
g Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
YNWEA = directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
z Unlisted clue hint: A MALE TURKEY
Unscramble these twelve letter strings to form each into an ordinary word i Beard Flocks Jennys Strutting
(ex. HAGNEC becomes CHANGE ). Prepare to use only ONE word from Caruncle Gobbler Poults Tail
any marked ( ¥ ) letter string as each unscrambles into more than one o Dewlap Hens Roost Wattle
word (ex. Y RATHE becomes HATER or EARTH or HEART ). Fit each oren St Sodaouo. ¢ 1o 0'iugn,glzl‘:mmfibféggdi!g9 Displaying Jakes Snood
string’s word either across or down to knot all twelve strings together. a0 ,gﬁ')é/-\;w g!}sogangus;%zqiaéu(;] . SR,."[ :mu'giémg ©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc. Al ights reserved.

StranSe

scent women found most arousing
was Good & Plenty candy mixed with
cucumber.

SNOWFLANES

by Japheth Light

 Arachibutyrophobia is the fear of
peanut butter getting stuck to the roof
of your mouth.

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

e Lancaster, Pennsylvania, was the
U.S. capital for the shortest period of
time, a mere day, on Sept. 27, 1777.

e Aretha Franklin’s voice was
declared a “natural resource” of the
state of Michigan.

e In 1967, supermodel Twiggy
became the first celebrity to be immor-
talized as a Barbie doll. Other celebrity
Barbies have included Cher, Elizabeth
Taylor, Elvis and Priscilla Presley, and
Nicki Minaj.

* A face with big eyes, a small nose
and a small chin exhibits kindersche-
ma: the collection of traits humans have
evolved to find adorable

skkosk

Thought for the Day: “Lifeis a great
big canvas, and you should throw all the
paint on it you can.” — Danny Kaye

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢
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THINK OF, SAY. ¢
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ARE -QLWAYS TRICKY,
BUT THERE'S A way To PLAY
THEM CONFIDENTLY — ESPECIALLY WHEN
THERE'S LITTLE IF AGNY BREAK.

SCRAMBLERS

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then A l) v E R T l s E !
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag! \
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g Game o Ateam of Advertising Specialists who will work with you to customize a package,
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“When you pass those little cars, | wish you'd ’ . :
youp ! y TODAY’S WORD Join our family and put our talented team to work for you today.
w
9 them For more information, call the office at (276) 694-3101
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The Dan River Basin Associa-
tion (DRBA) invites you to hike
the Tobacco Heritage Trail in
South Boston, Virginia, on Sat-
urday, December 7. The organi-
zation’s First Saturday Outing
will take advantage of the rail-
to-trail with a 5.2-mile round
trip walk between South Bos-
ton and the Berry Hill Resort.

Participants will meet at 10
a.m. at the Cotton Mill Park
trailhead, 196 Railroad Av-
enue, South Boston, VA. The
compacted crushed stone sur-
face of the trail makes it an
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Hike the Tobacco Heritage Trail wzth DRBA

easy walk, and, like most rail
trails,
level.
The History of the Trail
DRBA enjoyed a preliminary
walk on the rail bed back in
2008 before it was improved for
hikers, bicyclists, and equestri-
ans.
The

the path is relatively

pathway i1s clearly

marked with the trail’s logo, a
golden tobacco leaf in a red cir-
cle. The trail is part of a system
planned ultimately to stretch
150 miles across Southern Vir-
ginia.

NATIONAL INDEPENDENT,GHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING

HOLIDA':

- HAYOC -~

R " S— A Cac = o l v T
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2024
PATRICK & HENRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE | STONE HALL
645 Patriot Ave, Martinsville, VA 24112

ADVANCE TICKETS:
ADULTS: $12
KIDS: $10
5 & UNDER: FREE

DOORSIOBPEN: DOOR TICKETS:
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P&HCC STUDENTS
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Featuring P&HCC's
TONY RAY!

Ticketocations:|

Bryant Radio
Rutter's Martial Arts

P&HCC: West Hall Switchboard
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/) theP&HCC
Wrestlmg Team
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Sponsors:
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According to Tom McLaugh-
lin of SoVaNow, the trail has
“scenery that’s more subtle
than spectacular” and “exudes
an aura of peace.” A small
clearing high on the river bank
enables one to pause and con-
template the flowing waters of
the Dan.

Closer to Berry Hill Resort is
a duck impoundment habitat
funded by the Game Commis-
sion and dedicated to the mem-
ory of the late Biggie Hunt.
Naturally, sightings of water-
fowl are common here.

Construction of the trail was
funded by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation along
a former right of way of the
Richmond Danville Spur Trail.
At the old Halifax Cotton Mill,
owned by the Town of South
Boston, a botanical garden is
planned for what will be Cotton
Mill Park, near the trailhead.

Tobacco Heritage Trail Coor-
dinator Heather Susee recently
met with interested volunteers
in South Boston to establish
a Halifax County chapter of
“Friends of the Tobacco Heri-
tage Trail.”

Participants in DRBA’s out-
ing are asked to bring lunch
and water. Dress in layers of
synthetic fabric or wool, wear
hiking boots or walking shoes,
and be prepared for wind or
rain. If desired, bring a walking
stick or poles. All participants

Courtesy of DRBA

are asked to sign a waiver.

Directions

To reach the trailhead from
the south, take US 58/US 360 to
South Boston. Turn north onto
US 501 (Main Street). Contin-
ue onto Broad Street and cross
the Dan River. Take the first
left onto Factory Street. Take
the second left onto Seymour
Drive. Seymour Drive will
cross, then parallel, the rail-
road. Turn right onto Railroad
Drive into the parking lot near
the trailhead.

From the north, take US 501
(Halifax Road) to South Boston.
Continue onto Wilborn Avenue
for 0.9 mile. Turn right onto
Edmunds Street, and continue
for 0.4 mile. Turn left onto Rail-
road Drive, and continue for 0.4
mile to the parking lot near the
trailhead.

See more at
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

oryris

Memorial Services

1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

Visit our website for pricing:
Www. norrlsmemorlalsemces com

A clinical research study for people with obesity
or overweight and type 2 diabetes
LAA2 is a new clinical research study from Eli Lilly and Company.

It is testing if an investigational medicine (a medicine being
studied) may help treat people with obesity or overweight and

type 2 diabetes

Can I join this study?

Yes, you may be able to join the
research study if you:
» Are aged 18 to 75 years
» Have a BMI of 27 kg/m2 or more
» Have been diagnosed with type 2
diabetes for at least 6 months
» Have not taken part in a clinical
research study for obesity or

overweight in the past year

BMI stands for body mass index. It is a number
that compares a person’s weight to their
height. It can be used to tell if a person may be
at risk of some health conditions.

For more
information:

Scan the QR code below
or visit:
https://e.lilly/3VVoyOl

Use the
cameraor QR
code scanner

app on your
phone to scan
the QR code
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Any way you slice it, we're so lucky to have friends and
customers like all of you!
Please know how much we appreciate your support, and how
much happiness we wish you at Thanksgiving and all year.
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Everything You Need In
One Convenient Location!

=~ . Climate Controlled
~ *Indoor Units

= % | * Outdoor Drive Up Units

* Small & Large Sizes

* City Center Location

* Tractor Trailer Access

* Business & Commercial Sizes
* Boxes & Moving Supplies

* U-Haul Trucks

+ 24/7 Access

* Keypad Security with Personal PIN Code

10 E. Market St., Martinsville, VA « 276-670-7867



