
Christmas Parade Kicks Off Holiday Season
By Jessica Dillon
Holiday spirit filled 

the streets of Uptown 
Martinsville as the Mar-
tinsville Henry County 
Christmas Parade, spon-
sored by Crown Holdings, 
delighted thousands of 
attendees on Nov. 23. 
This year’s parade, the 
largest in its history, ran 
for nearly two hours with 
over 130 entries, includ-
ing several first-time 
participants like Bassett 
Furniture.

Families, children, and 
community members 
lined the streets to enjoy 
the festive event. “I love 
the parade. I think it’s 
good for the community 
and brings everybody 
together,” said attendee 
Zoie Shough.

Martinsville’s Dep-
uty Police Chief Chad 
Rhoads agreed, adding, 

“It’s good to see every-
body come out and have a 
good time. The kids love 
it, and the adults love it 
too.”

Kaden Lucas, who was 
promoting a local event, 
noted the parade’s strong 
sense of community. “It’s 
such a community type 
of event. You can see that 

it’s filled out down here. 
It’s just a beautiful type 
of event,” he said.

Kicking Off the Fes-
tivities

The parade began with 
a color guard presenting 
the flags, setting a pa-
triotic tone. Soon after, 
a lively float featuring 
“Squawkers the Turkey” 

rolled through, dropping 
off hosts Devin Pendle-
ton and Tammy Pearson 
in front of the iconic Big 
Chair to provide live com-
mentary on the parade.

“Everyone always talks 
about how our Christmas 

parade is before Thanks-
giving, so now we have 
Squawkers to welcome 
Thanksgiving,” said 
Pearson, nodding to the 
tradition of the parade 
preceding the holiday.

Local leaders and no-

table figures joined the 
celebration, including 
Henry County Sheriff 
Wayne Davis, Martins-
ville Police Chief Rob 
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Personal property tax deadline 
extended until February 5 

The Henry County Board of Supervi-
sors approved a motion Tuesday night 
to extend the county’s personal prop-
erty tax deadline until February 5. 

Tiffany Hairston, the Commissioner 
of Revenue, requested an extension due 
to a delay in generating the file needed 
for billing this year. 

According to Henry County Code, 
Deputy County Administrator JR Pow-
ell said all personal property levies and 
taxes are due by December 5 of each 
year.

“However, Ms. Hairston has indi-
cated that her office faced challenges 
over the past year causing a delay in 
generating the file needed for billing,” 
he said. 

In light of this, Powell said staff rec-
ommend the board extend the payment 
deadline by two months.

“We are not requesting the board to 
change the due date for the personal 
property taxes. Per code, that date is 
still December 5. However, we are ask-
ing the board to consider extending the 
payment deadline date. In other words, 
if it’s not paid by February 5 then” it’s 
late, Powell said.

County Attorney George Lyle said 
there’s typically a penalty for personal 
property taxes paid after December 5.

“What you’re doing today is just waiv-
ing the penalty for personal properties 
to be paid after December 5. You’re not 
changing the date, it’s just no penalty,” 
he said.

Hairston wrote in a memo that a 
significant part of the delay was from 
ensuring that unregistered vehicles 
weren’t being charged the motor vehicle 

Two Henry County School Board 
Members Honored by Virginia 

School Boards Association

Two members of the Henry Coun-
ty School Board were recognized 
with top honors by the Virginia 
School Boards Association (VSBA).

Chairman Teddy Martin received 
the 2024 Advocate for Education 
Award, while Ridgeway District 
representative Champ Hardie was 
named the Henry County School 
Board Member of the Year and the 
VSBA Blue Ridge Region School 
Board Member of the Year.

Martin expressed gratitude to the 
board for nominating him, stating, 
“I am deeply grateful for the honor 
of serving Reed Creek as School 
Board Member,” Henry County as 
chairman, and as past president 
of the VSBA. He also thanked his 

family and employers, Patrick & 
Henry Community College and 
GENEDGE, for supporting his pub-
lic service.

Hardie received recognition dur-
ing the VSBA’s Award of Distinc-
tion Luncheon and the opening 
session of the association’s Annual 
Convention. Martin praised Hardie 
for earning the highest individual 
award achievable over a two-year 
period.

Martin also extended his thanks 
to Elizabeth Durden for represent-
ing Henry County as a delegate at 
the convention and participating in 
its 5K tradition.

Teddy Martin, center, holds the 2024 
Advocate for Education Award.

Champ Hardie was named Henry County 
School Board Member of the Year and VSBA 
Blue Ridge Region School Board Member of 
the Year.

Food Pantry Provides Essential 
Support for the Community  

By Jessica Dillon  
The Henry County Food Pantry 

plays a vital role in supporting 
the community, assisting between 
2,500 and 2,700 individuals each 
month. Fueled by donations, the 
pantry supplies food, clothing, 
and basic necessities to families 
facing hardship, working to help 
them regain stability after crises.  

“We get referrals every single 
day, sometimes four or five a day,” 
said Sharon Mills, the pantry’s 
director. “Our purpose is to help 
people get back on their feet.”  

The pantry offers several pro-
grams tailored to meet residents’ 
needs and takes referrals from 

various sources. While most of the 
assistance provided is income-
based through United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) 
guidelines, the pantry also sup-
ports individuals with higher 
incomes who face emergency cir-
cumstances.  

“They can receive food here if 
they’re dealing with an extenuat-
ing situation,” Mills said, empha-
sizing that the pantry’s mission is 
to address short-term crises and 
prevent further destabilization.  

A key indicator of the pantry’s 
success is the improvement seen 
among those it serves. “There has 

The Henry County Food Pantry is stocked with goods to provide assistance to individuals 
and families in need. 

Holiday program brings 
hope, joy to families in need

By Jessica Dillon
For families across 

Martinsville and Hen-
ry County, the annual 
Christmas Cheer pro-
gram has become a 
beacon of hope during 
the holiday season. 
The program provides 
toys, food, and house-
hold items to families 
in need, ensuring chil-
dren experience the 
magic of Christmas 
and families have a 
meal to share.

Christmas Cheer 
collects toys through-
out the holiday season 
and opens its office to 
process applications 
from families seeking 
assistance. Parents 
can apply in person, 
detailing their fam-
ily’s needs in a thor-
ough screening pro-
cess.

“We go over them 
thoroughly and get all 
the numbers right,” 
said Wendy Prilliman, 
who has led the pro-

gram since the pass-
ing of her husband, 
Roy Prilliman. “We 
have a small group 
that goes through 
them to make sure ev-
erything is right, and 
we approve as many 
as we can.”

Those who don’t 
qualify receive letters 

notifying them of the 
decision, but Prilli-
man emphasizes the 
effort made to help as 
many families as pos-
sible.

One of the corner-
stones of Christmas 
Cheer is providing 
age-appropriate toys 
for children. Volun-

The Christmas Cheer Office is accepting donations for the 
2024 holiday season.

The Martinsville Henry County Christmas Parade, hosted by 
STAR News, was sponsored by Crown Holdings.

Council Member Kathy Lawson and incoming City Council 
member Julian Mei.

 (See Food Pantry p. 3)

 (See Holiday Program p. 3) (See Tax Deadline p. 2)

Martinsville Henry County Chamber of Commerce President Brenell Thomas; Debra 
Buchanan, of the Horsepasture District; Appalachian Power (AEP) External Affairs 
Manager Amanda Cox; Clay Campbell, of the Campbell Foundation; Garrett Dillard, of the 
Iriswood District, and representatives of the Martinsville Walmart celebrate the donation 
of over 200 new coats.
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license (MVL) fee. The MVL fee is charged to every 
motor vehicle, trailer and semitrailer capable of be-
ing operated on the roadways in the county. The fee 
is $20.75 per vehicle, except motorcycles and trailers 
which are charged $12. 

Hairston said there were approximately 4,000 ve-
hicles that still needed to have the MVL fee removed 
as of October 25. In addition, approximately 3,000 
vehicles needed to be assessed via manual lookup.

Hairston said there were approximately 4,000 ve-
hicles that still needed to have the MVL fee removed 
as of October 25. In addition, approximately 3,000 
vehicles needed to be assessed via manual lookup. 

According to Hairston, her office has evaluated 
more than 76,000 pieces of personal property this 

year which is an increase of nearly 5,000 vehicles 
from the year prior. 

Residents can also expect their personal property 
bills to look different this year. The primary differ-
ence is that machinery and tools have a breakdown 
of items that are taxed. Mobile homes and the ve-
hicle identification number will also be listed. 

Hairston expects to have the bill file ready for the 
Treasurer’s Office no later than December 13. 

Residents are encouraged to contact the Commis-
sioner of the Revenue’s Office at (276) 634- 4690 if 
they receive a bill that includes an MVL fee for a 
vehicle without registration tags.

In other matters, the board:
• Recognized and thanked Clay Campbell, of the 

Campbell Foundation, Appalachian Power (AEP) 
External Affairs Manager Amanda Cox, and rep-
resentatives of Walmart for their donation of 240 
brand new coats to Debra Buchanan’s annual chil-
dren coat drive.

• Approved an additional appropriation of $66,200 
for expenses related to the drug court program in the 
Commonwealth Attorney’s Office. 

• Approved an additional appropriation of $50,000 
to the School Nutrition Budget for the purchase of 
a walk-in freezer for Fieldale-Collinsville Middle 
School. 

• Approved an additional appropriation of 
$332,701 received from an Elementary and Second-
ary School Emergency Relief Teacher Apprentice-
ship Grant Program. The grant will allow school 
employees to complete their bachelor’s degree and 
teacher certification through Longwood University. 

• Awarded a $195,000 contract to Daniel Builders, 
LLC for the renovation of six bathrooms on the first 
floor of the Administration Building to ensure com-
pliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

• Approved a request to carry over $94,453,402.40 
from fiscal year 2024 funds to the next year for items 
that were encumbered but the item was not received, 
or the service was not rendered before June 30. 

• Approved a resolution authorizing the county’s 
participation in the Virginia Municipal Investment 
Trust and affirmed the role of the county treasurer 

as the Chief Investment Officer for the county. By 
joining the trust, the county will have access to lower 
fees and more investment options, even if it does not 
put county funds into the trust. 

• Approved its 2025 legislative agenda. 
• Conducted a public hearing and approved an ap-

plication to rezone approximately 2.67- acres of the 
Blackberry District to allow the applicant to use the 
property for agricultural purposes. 

• Conducted a public hearing and approved an ap-
plication to rezone a lot in the Blackberry District to 
allow the applicant to place a manufactured home 
on the property.

(cont. from page 1)

Tax Deadline
(cont. from page 1)

Parade
(cont. from page 1)
Fincher, Martinsville Sheriff Steve Draper, Mar-
tinsville Speedway President Clay Campbell, City 
Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Council Member 
Kathy Lawson, and incoming City Council member 
Julian Mei.

Dr. Greg Hodges, President of Patrick & Henry 
Community College, served as the parade’s grand 
marshal, while high school bands from Magna Vista, 
Martinsville, and Bassett kept the crowd entertained 
with their spirited performances.

Festive Vehicles and Holiday Wishes

The parade featured an eclectic mix of vehicles, in-
cluding motorcycles (with the Grinch as a surprise 
rider), ATVs, a parade of lawnmowers from The 
Mower Store, and a classic red firetruck carrying 
Sparky the Fire Dog. Go-karts and other floats added 
to the spectacle, drawing cheers and smiles from the 
crowd.

In the midst of the festivities, Chris Lawless, owner 
of Lawless Welding, used the opportunity to share a 
heartfelt holiday wish, that “we find a final home for 
the warming shelter that they can call their own,” he 

said, encouraging the crowd to applaud Ariel John-
son and the work of the warming center.

A Special Guest
The evening ended with a surprise appearance by 

Charles Roark, who delighted spectators by donning 
a Santa Claus costume to close the parade.

As the event concluded, organizers reflected on its 
success and looked ahead to next year. The Martins-
ville Henry County Christmas Parade will return in 
2025, continuing a beloved tradition that unites the 
community in holiday joy.

Parade goers bundled up for the crisp air to enjoy the 
festivities.

The parade celebrated its biggest year ever, with more than 130 participants, spreading holiday cheer across Uptown 
Martinsville.

Martinsville Police Chief Rob Fincher (right to left), Henry 
County Sheriff Wayne Davis, and Martinsville Sheriff Steve 
Draper walked the parade route. High school bands and others were among the participants.

Bassett was one of the first year participants.

Floats decked out for the season delighted the young and old alike, including the “Squawkers the Turkey,” which was a 
playful nod to Thanksgiving.

Sparky the Fire Dog waved to parade goers from his perch 
on a red firetruck.

The kick off of the Martinsville Henry County Christmas 
Parade.

The Henry County Board of Supervisors approved 
extending the payment deadline for personal property 
taxes to February 5, 2025. Residents can expect their 
personal property bills to look different this year, as shown 
in the sample bill above.
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PAYMENT OPTIONS: 

■ Pay Online: Go to www.henrycountyva.gov. Then click on “Make Payments”. eChecks are also offered 

online.  

Sign up for convenient features like AutoPay, Paperless, Pay by text, and email reminders at

www.henrycountyva.gov 

■ Pay By Phone: Make a secure payment by phone anytime 24/7. Call: (844) 594-2530 

■ Pay By Mail: Mail check or money orders to: County of Henry, P.O. Box 218, Collinsville, VA 24078

■ Drop Off: Use the Drop Box in front of County Administration Building. 3300 Kings Mountain Road, 

Collinsville, VA  

■ Pay in Person: At the Treasurer's office, 3300 Kings Mountain Road, Collinsville, VA Monday through 

Friday, 8:30 to 5:00 

 

Here is the new payment options graphic to add to your invoice.  

Here is the QR code, decreased in size (1.5x1.5 inches) 
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SCOTT B. GRINDSTAFF, TREASURER
P.O. BOX 218
COLLINSVILLE, VA 24078-0218
PHONE: (276) 634-4675
WWW.HENRYCOUNTYVA.GOV

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
TAX STATEMENT COUNTY OF HENRY

TAX YEAR 2024
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CUSTOMER NUMBER

SUBJECT OF TAXATION

SUBJECT OF TAXATION

CUSTOMER NAME

CUSTOMER NAME

TOTAL TAX DELINQUENT TAXES

ASSESSED VALUE

ASSESSED VALUE

Q/V

Q/V

TAX AMOUNT

TAX AMOUNT

AMOUNT DUE

AMOUNT DUE

MVL FEE

MVL FEE

MVL FEE

STATE CREDIT

STATE CREDIT

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

TOTAL PENALTY

DUE DATE

BILL NUMBER

PAY THIS AMOUNT

The Due date is February 5, 2025. You will be assessed a late 
charge of 10% if not paid or postmarked on or before February 5, 2025.

Interest on delinquent accounts will be charged 8% per year six months 
from due date.

All unpaid taxes may be referred to an outstanding firm for collection action. 
Additional collection fees may apply and a vehicle registration stop may 
be placed on your account with the DMV.

2024 PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF IS 29.00% OF TAX AMOUNT.

“Y” Denotes a qualifying vehicle for State Tax relief.

Tax Rates: Personal Property - $1.55 per $100
  Business Personal Property - $1.55 per $100

Manufactured Homes - $0.555 per $100

DATE DUE

TOTAL DUE

DATE DUE

CUSTOMER NUMBER

CUSTOMER NUMBER

TOTAL INTEREST

BILL NUMBER

BILL NUMBER

The County Treasurer has no authority to make assessments or adjustments. If 
you feel there is an error in the assessments, please address your inquiry to the 
Commissioner of Revenues Office. (276) 634-4690.

t Return this stub with payment 

t

COUNTY OF HENRY - 2024 PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX

See the back of this notice for payment options 
   and additional information.

We Accept:

             Credit Cards accepted online only.
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Medicaid, Medicare enrollees may qualify for expanded benefits
Trimmel Gomes
Virginia News Connection
Virginians enrolled in both Medicare and 

Medicaid may be able to get expanded health 
benefits through what are known as Dual-Eligi-
ble Special Needs Plans.

Commonly called D-SNPs, these plans pro-
vide additional services to those who qualify. 
They go beyond standard health coverage to 
address broader needs, such as food and utility 
assistance.

Marian Cabanillas, health-plan CEO at Unit-
edHealthcare Community & State, said her 
company puts some of those benefits on what 
it calls a “UnitedHealthcare U-Card,” which 
allows members to pay for essentials beyond 
health care.

“And you can use it to pay for a variety of 
different things, including things like healthy 
food,” she said. “You can buy fruits and vegeta-
bles, and meat, seafood - those kinds of things. 

You can also use it to buy over-the-counter prod-
ucts like toothpaste or Tylenol.”

Only 25% of eligible individuals in Virginia 
were enrolled in a dual-eligible plan in 2021. 
This year, the enrollment deadline is Dec. 7.

Cabanillas said she thinks people tend to put 
off health care because they’re unsure if they 

can afford it. A dual plan could help alleviate 
that fear and go further by supporting preven-
tive care.

“We not only encourage people to make sure 
that they’re regularly going to those visits and 
making sure that they’re taking care of that,” 
she said. “But we also encourage them by ensur-
ing that they have no co-pays associated with 
any of those preventive services.”

Cabanillas added that D-SNPs can also help 
cover utility bills for those who qualify. In 2023, 
more than five million people were enrolled in 
D-SNPs. However, millions of eligible people 
remain unenrolled - possibly because they are 
unaware of this option.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Food Pantry
(cont. from page 1)

Holiday Program
(cont. from page 1)

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired 
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)
Meetings

Thursday, December 5 
Henry County School Board School Board 

Meeting, 5:30 p.m., followed by closed session, 
1st floor, Summerlin Room, County Administra-
tion Building, Collinsville.

Events

Saturday, November 30
Martinsville Uptown Small Business Satur-

day, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., Uptown Martinsville.

Tuesday, December 3
Giving Tuesday, The Spencer-Penn Center.

Open House for Pregnancy Care Center, 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m., 314 Fairy St., Suite E, Martins-
ville.

Thursday, December 5
Christmas Tree Lighting, 4 p.m., Piedmont 

Arts, 215 Starling Ave. Martinsville.

Holiday Business After Hours, 5:30 p.m. to 7 
p.m., URW Community Federal Credit Union, 
796 Commonwealth Blvd.  Martinsville.

Blood Drive, 4-9 p.m., Scuffle Hill Brewing 
Co., 2620 Virginia Ave., Collinsville. Donors will 
receive $40 in TBC rewards.

Saturday, December 7
Bow Making Class at the New College Insti-

tute, 9 a.m. to noon. Cost is $20. Registration 
required by Dec. 2 at https://newcollegeinsti-
tute.org/event/life-bow-making, or call (276) 
403-5605. 

Sunday, December 8
Roanoke Symphony Holiday Pops, 3 p.m., 

Martinsville High School Auditorium. David 
Stewart Wiley conducts the Holiday Pops. Lob-
by and box office will open at 1 p.m., the audi-
torium opens at 2 p.m., and the concert begins 
at 3 p.m. Altrusa will collect non-perishable 
food items for Grace Network in the lobby dur-

ing the symphony’s performance. Tickets are on 
sale for $30 for reserved seating, $20 for general 
admission, and $10 for K-12 students. Family 
or individual adult WIC cardholders with ID 
receive free general admission. Tickets can be 
purchased online or at PiedmontArts.org.

Wednesday, December 11
Holiday Citizens Police Academy, 8 a.m. to 

4 p.m., Piedmont Regional Criminal Justice 
Training Academy, 1024 Dupont Road, Mar-
tinsville.

Friday, December 13
First ever Christmas Extravaganza, Spencer 

Penn Centre, 5-9 p.m. Free admission and free 
photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus. More than 
20 vendors. Live music, tree lighting, other ac-
tivities. 

Monday, December 16
Master Plan Public Information Meeting for 

the Mayo River State Park, 6-8 p.m., Spencer-
Penn Centre, Lester Banquet Hall, 475 Spencer 
Penn Road, Spencer.

ONGOING

All branches of the Blue Ridge Regional Li-
brary are hosting the annual “Food for Fines 
Food Drive,” with $1 waived from overdue fines 
for each non-perishable food item donated. All 
food items collected will be donated to the Sal-
vation Army of Martinsville VA, Service Center 
and the Patrick County Food Bank. This will 
run through November 30.

Book sale, hosted by the Friends of the Blue 
Ridge Regional Library, in the basement of the 
main branch, 310 E. Church St., Martinsville. 
The “Members Only” portion of the sale is Fri-
day, Dec. 6, 2-5 p.m. (those interested may join 
at the door), and Saturday’s sale, 9:30 a.m.-2 
p.m. on Dec. 7, is open to the public. Civil war, 
children’s books, and puzzles are among those 
highlighted, with a special sale on shelved hard-
back and paperback fiction-buy 2/get 1 free. 
Each group of 3 must be either hardback or all 
paperback. All proceeds go back into the library 
system. 

The 29th annual Coats for Kids Drive is un-

derway through Nov. 29. For more information, 
call Debra Buchanan, (276) 358-1463. Drop off 
new or gently used coats at Hollywood Cinema 
or One-Hour Martinizing on Rives Road, Mar-
tinsville.

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific Bay 
Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, Martins-
ville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 a.m. 
The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children un-
der 12. All you can eat sausage, fried bologna, 
eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, made from 
scratch biscuits, made to order pancakes, coffee 
and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music 
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play 
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to 
a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel music 
by different bands each week. If you want, bring 
a snack to share. This event is free to the pub-
lic. Any donations received will go to the Bassett 
Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with 
your library card. The passes are good for one 
day and exclude special events. There is a wait 
period before you can check out the pass again. 
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public 
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New 
members are welcome. For more information, 
please call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school 
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

been a 34% increase in individuals served, 
but 49% of those served only came once in 
two months,” Mills explained. “Seventy-eight 
percent of the people we assist come to the 
pantry three times or less each year.” This 
data suggests that the resources provided 
are helping individuals regain independence.  

Beyond Food: A Comprehensive Ap-
proach  

The pantry’s reach extends beyond provid-
ing food. It assists foster families by supply-
ing essentials such as diapers and car seats, 
while its clothes closet offers clothing, hy-
giene items, and home staples.  

The organization also collaborates with 
other local entities to expand its impact. Part-
nerships include the MHC Warming Center, 
Lawless Welding, and the local Elks Lodge, 
which are working together on an upcoming 
fundraiser. Other partnerships, such as one 

established with Connect Health + Wellness, 
bring additional services like a mobile dental 
clinic and nutrition classes directly to those 
in need. Piedmont Community Services pro-
vides mental health support on-site.  

“Everything from budgeting to pregnancy 
care and Medicaid questions is right here,” 
Mills said. “You’re not just dialing a num-
ber—you’re getting direct support.”  

Helping the Most Vulnerable  
The pantry’s mission is rooted in the idea of 

reducing the need for its services by empow-
ering individuals to achieve self-sufficiency.  

“Our job as a food pantry is to basically be 
in business to go out of business,” Mills said.  

The pantry also steps in to aid vulnerable 
populations, including mothers in domestic 
violence situations. In these cases, it helps 
them find housing and connects them with 
other resources.  

Additionally, the pantry is extending its 
reach to support victims of Hurricane Helene 
by sending care packages containing hygiene 
products, pillows, and other essentials.  

How to Support  
The pantry welcomes donations of all 

kinds, including used furniture, household 
goods, hygiene products, pet supplies, linens, 
and nonperishable food. Smaller items can be 
dropped off directly, while larger donations 
can be arranged by calling (276) 629-1369.  

Mill emphasized that community support is 
essential to the pantry’s mission. “One of the 
sayings on the back of our T-shirts is, ‘No one 
can do everything, but everyone can do some-
thing,’” she said. “When we work together as 
a community, we can change lives and help 
people through their hardest times.”  

For those in need of assistance, the pantry 
can be reached at the same number.

teers sort through donated toys, ensuring 
each child receives something special.

“The toys come by age,” Prilliman said. Over 
the years, she’s witnessed countless touching 
moments from the program’s recipients.

She recalled one story about a mother who 
casually mentioned her son needed a bicycle 
for Christmas. By coincidence, a few bicycles 
had been donated to the program, and the 
team decided to surprise the family with an 
extra gift.

“They took it out there and put it in her car. 
She got to crying so bad they had to pull her 
out of the line,” Prilliman said. “She was talk-
ing about how her son was going to have the 
best Christmas she could imagine.”

Beyond toys, Christmas Cheer supports 
families with practical items. In one instance, 
a mother who had lost her home to a fire came 

to the office seeking help. The team stepped in 
to provide her with a new refrigerator.

“This time of the year people get really nice,” 
Prilliman noted, highlighting the generosity 
the program inspires.

Each family also receives a food box, packed 
with holiday essentials, including hot choco-
late with marshmallows.

“We’ve got more compliments on our box,” 
Prilliman said. The boxes are designed to help 
families create a warm holiday meal and sup-
port them through the season.

Household items like blankets are also dis-
tributed to make life more comfortable during 
the colder months.

The program is sustained entirely by dona-
tions and volunteer efforts. Events like the 
2024 Christmas Cheer Toy Run on Dec. 7 play 
a vital role in funding these initiatives.

Families who are approved for assistance 
visit a pick-up location, where sheriff’s depu-
ties and inmates help load their cars with hol-
iday gifts and supplies.

“The inmates work down at the farm, my 
husband got it approved. The inmates help a 
whole lot!” Prilliman said, emphasizing their 
contributions to spreading holiday cheer.

The program also relies on younger volun-
teers, including school-aged children, to keep 
operations running smoothly.

How to Help
Christmas Cheer continues to accept dona-

tions and welcomes volunteers to join their 
efforts. To volunteer, call (276) 618-7121. 
Donations can be mailed to P.O. Box 540, 
Martinsville, VA 24114, or dropped off at the 
Christmas Cheer office in the Patrick Henry 
Mall near Wild Magnolia.
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The spirit of Christmas 
Our rhythm of the year 

goes kind of like this: 
This time of year, 

we’re all about peace 
and goodwill toward 
men, along, of course, 
with materialism, glut-
tony and glitz.

After Christmas is 
over, we’ll enter into iso-
lation, a sort of hiberna-
tion, huddled up alone in the dark 
against the cold. Our habits and 
meals are stark, in match with the 
environment, as we scale back in 
reaction to the excesses of the holi-
day season.

Then spring comes and we are 
full of life and promise, ready to be-
gin again.

Summertime is a sort of free-for-
all when anything goes.

Then we arrive at fall, when we 
slow down to enjoy the cozy em-
brace of sweaters and warm drinks 
and crackling fires. 

We have been through all that 
cycle, and now we’re back.

Now, and only now, with Thanks-
giving properly and respectfully be-
hind us, is it time to haul out the 
boxes, adorn the house, cut and 
bring in and decorate the tree.

Our hearts fill with good feelings 
toward others as we wish friends 
and strangers alike a merry Christ-
mas or happy holiday.

What is this phenomenon of 
Christmas spirit?

Throughout the Christmas sea-
son, we are more pleasant with 
others. Our hearts are gentler. Our 
smiles are quicker to come.

Why can we not have Christmas 
spirit all year long? Well, I sup-
pose we’d get a little tired of always 
having to be nice and pleasant, 

wouldn’t we?
Or perhaps the goodwill of 

Christmastime would not be as 
pronounced during this season had 
it not been a bit blunted during the 
rest of the year.

And maybe it’s just plain easier 
to be nice during a time we have 
more days off work or school, and 
we are getting presents and eating 
tasty foods.

While the changing of the sea-
sons is constant, the company with 
whom we enjoy them is not. As 
each year passes, and beloved faces 
are more wrinkled and hair more 
sparse and grey, we wonder how 
much longer we will be able to rel-
ish this combination of loved ones.

Parents, children, aunts, uncles, 
the elders gather around the same 
table that has hosted them for 
years. 

As each new holiday rolls around, 
places may be vacant, and hearts 
heavier and emptier for those ab-
sences.

Though some are missing, new 
babies have come along. New little 
children warm our hearts. And the 
changing of the seasons will con-
tinue on.

As you finish up the Thanksgiv-
ing leftovers this weekend, allow 
me to wish you an early Merry 
Christmas.

Thanksgiving
H o u s e h o l d s 

throughout the Ninth 
District, our greater 
commonwealth and 
the country are pre-
paring for Thanks-
giving.

Discussions are 
occurring over the 
method of cooking 
the Thanksgiving 
turkey and ensuring 
enough of the right 
food is available. The 
dining room table is 
organized for a feast, 
and maybe even a 
guest bedroom or 
couch is tidied up for 
incoming family.

On Sundays 
around Thanksgiv-
ing, it is customary 
to hear the hymn “We 
Gather Together” in 
churches.

The Christian 
song’s history is root-
ed in the Dutch war 
of liberation against 
the king of Spain. 
The Spanish were 
strong supporters of 
Roman Catholicism. 
The Spanish king 
was attempting to re-
strict the Protestant 
Dutch from exercis-
ing their faith and 
gathering at places of 
worship.

The Dutch were en-
gulfed in years and 
years of battles.

In reference to 
the struggles of the 
Dutch people during 
this time, the hymn 
reads: “the wicked 
oppressing now cease 
from distressing...Let 
thy congregation es-
cape tribulation.”

The hymn under-
scores the impor-
tance of community 
and faith centered 
around the Lord.

Meanwhile, people 
in England dealt with 
domestic problems 
of their own. Over-
population with no 
room in the peerage 
for second, third and 
fourth sons, coupled 
with concerns of an 
overbearing govern-
ment, caused people 
to reconsider their 
lifestyle options. Ea-
ger to improve their 
lives, the New World 
presented an oppor-
tunity for renewed 
fortune, promise and 
often religious free-
dom.

In 1607, the first 
permanent English 
settlement at James-

town was founded in 
the colony of Virgin-
ia.

In 1619, others 
followed suit. That 
September, Captain 
John Woodlief and 
36 men embarked 
on their own jour-
ney to Virginia. They 
battled stormy condi-
tions sailing aboard 
the Good Ship Mar-
garet from Bristol, 
England.

The wearied sailors 
and passengers ar-
rived at their desti-
nation in December. 
They founded Berke-
ley Hundred, a set-
tlement further up 
the James River from 
Jamestown.

Arrival at their co-
lonial destination fol-
lowing the months-
long journey became 
cause for celebration 
and prayer: “We or-
dain that this day of 
our ship’s arrival … 
in the land of Vir-
ginia, shall be year-
ly and perpetually 
kept holy as a day of 
thanksgiving to Al-
mighty God.”

While many chil-
dren are taught in 
school that the Pil-
grims held the very 
first Thanksgiving in 
Massachusetts two 
years later in 1621, 
Virginia is credited 
with being a foun-
dational player in 
establishing the tra-
dition, which is why 
I believe all the com-
mon Thanksgiving 
imagery is merely 
Massachusetts envy 
towards Virginia. 
The Berkeley tradi-
tion was celebrated 
annually until the 
community was de-
stroyed in an Indian 
conflict. I should note 
the Massachusetts 
Pilgrims only cele-
brated their Thanks-
giving feast once.

In his 1963 Thanks-
giving Proclamation, 
President John F. 
Kennedy recognized 

Virginia’s role: “Over 
three centuries ago, 
our forefathers in 
Virginia and in Mas-
sachusetts, far from 
home in a lonely wil-
derness, set aside a 
time of thanksgiving. 
On the appointed 
day, they gave rever-
ent thanks for their 
safety, for the health 
of their children, for 
the fertility of their 
fields, for the love 
which bound them 
together and for the 
faith which united 
them with their God.”

U.S. Senator Harry 
F. Byrd, Jr. entered 
the story of the Vir-
ginia First Thanks-
giving into the Con-
gressional Record in 
1969.

The modern annu-
al Virginia Thanks-
giving Festival at 
Berkeley Hundred, 
known better to some 
as Berkeley Planta-
tion, pays homage to 
the contributions of 
Captain Woodlief and 
the original settle-
ment. This year, the 
festival celebrated its 
63rd year commemo-
rating America’s first 
Thanksgiving.

Berkeley Planta-
tion also is the ances-
tral home of two U.S. 
presidents: 9th Pres-
ident William Henry 
Harrison, which is 
where he was born, 
and 23rd President 
Benjamin Harrison.

Aside from issuing 
proclamations, presi-
dents engage in oth-
er customs around 
Thanksgiving time. 
One such custom is 
the pardoning of tur-
keys.

This practice al-
legedly stems from 
Abraham Lincoln. 
Legend holds it that 
Lincoln spared the 
life of a turkey at 
the behest of his son. 
Later presidents like 
Kennedy and Ronald 
Reagan held turkey 
pardon events before 
it became an annual 
tradition in 1989.

The National 
Thanksgiving Turkey 
Presentation takes 
place at the White 
House. During the 
Obama and Trump 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s , 
some of the pardoned 
turkeys ended up at 
Virginia Tech!

While I will not be 
granting any clem-
ency to the turkey my 
wife cooks, I will be 
thanking God for all 
the blessings I have 
received.

In my house, like 
the Dutch and Cap-
tain Woodlief, we 
will gather together 
and place our trust 
and thanks in the Al-
mighty.

No matter what 
your religious tradi-
tion is, I wish all a 
happy Thanksgiving!

If you have ques-
tions, concerns, or 
comments, call my 
Abingdon office at 
(276) 525-1405, my 
Christiansburg of-
fice at (540) 381-
5671, or via email at 
www.morgangriffith.
house.gov. 
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Breaking the Rules
By Bryan Golden
We all grow up being indoctrinat-

ed with rules that limit us.  The pur-
veyors of this information are not 
malicious.  They are simply passing 
along what they themselves have 
been taught.

You are probably aware of one or 
more of the following rules.  Decide 
for yourself if you have been limited 
by any of them.

Don’t rock the boat -- This rule 
encourages conformity.  Conformity 
offers a protection from criticism.  
But those who succeed don’t care 
about criticism.  They become ad-
ept at new or better ways of doing 
things in spite of opinions.

Nice guys finish last -- Accord-
ing to this maxim, being nice is a 
recipe for failure.  Therefore, if you 
want to succeed you may have to 
compromise your ethics.  In actual-
ity, those who consistently do the 
best are nice, considerate, and con-
cerned about the well being of oth-
ers.

It takes money to make money 
-- There are so many examples of 
wealthy individuals who have start-
ed from scratch, that it’s odd this 
rule still persists at all.

It’s not what you know but 
who you know -- Granted, net-
working with the right people can 
accelerate goal achievement.  How-
ever, if you connect with the right 
people but have no expertise, any 
edge will be lost and you will de-
velop a reputation as a fraud.  You 
don’t have to start with connections.  
With persistence, you will meet the 
right people.

Be concerned about what oth-
ers think -- You have to do what is 
right for you.  It doesn’t matter what 
others say, think, or do.  Follow your 
own path. 

Don’t take chances -- Living is 
taking a chance.  Nothing is guaran-
teed.  If something doesn’t work out 
as desired, adjust your strategy and 
keep going.  Virtually all achieve-
ment is the result of taking chances.

It’s the way things have always 

been done -- If mankind had fol-
lowed this rule, we would still be liv-
ing in the Stone Age.  Doing things 
differently leads to improvements.  
Ask questions.  Don’t perpetuate be-
havior that makes no sense. 

Good things never last -- Life 
has its ups and downs.  With the 
right attitude, effort, action, and 
perseverance, you can have a lot 
more good than bad.  Take an active 
role in what happens to you.  Don’t 
settle for what you don’t want.

Don’t put all your eggs in one 
basket -- This isn’t necessarily a 
bad rule.  The danger is that it de-
tracts from your focus.  Often it is 
better to put your eggs in one bas-
ket, and then put all of your energy 
into guarding that basket.

You have to be lucky to suc-
ceed -- Of course luck helps.  But 
the harder you work, the more luck 
you’ll have.  Luck determines lot-
tery winners.  Effort determines 
success in life.  Passively sitting 
around waiting for circumstances 
to improve won’t yield any positive 
results.

Money is the root of all evil -- 
People use this one to justify why 
they are not earning as much as they 
would like.  The original statement 
is that love of money is the root of all 
evil.  Money is simply a tool that can 
be used for constructive or destruc-
tive purposes.  Money is earned as a 
result of one’s service to others.

Don’t daydream -- Dreams are 
the foundation for all accomplish-
ment.  Thoughts of situations that 
don’t yet exist are a great motiva-
tor.  Dreams give a person a vision 
of what could be.  All that has been 
accomplished throughout history 
started with a dream.

Don’t hesitate to break any rules 
that limit your success.  If a rule 
doesn’t help you or someone else, ig-
nore it.

Bryan is the author of “Dare to 
Live Without Limits.”  Contact Bry-
an at Bryan@columnist.com or visit 
www.DareToLiveWithoutLimits.
com Copyright 2024 Bryan Golden

Black Friday/Cyber 
Monday Scams

The holiday deals have already 
begun, but not all those great deals 
you see online are legit. The start 
of the online holiday shopping sea-
son means that online scams inten-
sify with it.Here are the two simple 
steps you can take to stay a step 
ahead of the online Grinch this hol-
iday shopping season.

Type – don’t click. The safest 
place to shop online is with retail-
ers you trust by using their app or 
typing their web address into your 
browser rather than clicking on a 

link from a text, email, or online ad. 
Also, know that any unbelievable 
deal a social media friend messag-
es you about is truly not to be be-
lieved. Fraud criminals are experts 
at hacking social media accounts 
and one of the first things they do 
is send out fake offers to a victim’s 
friends and family.

Report scams to local law enforce-
ment. For help from AARP, call 
877-908-3360 or visit the AARP 
Fraud Watch Network at www.
aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork.
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One small act a time
The following is excerpted from 

“Shirley Temple’s Strange Loot” by 
Matt Weinstock, which appeared in 
The New Yorker on April 8, 2013:

“Of course, Hollywood has been 
trying to forcibly reincarnate (Shir-
ley) Temple for sixty years. … In 
1956, even ‘The Diary of Anne 
Frank’ joined the fleet of retroactive 
Temple vehicles: the film presented 
a sugary, Americanized vision of 
Frank, and the director George Ste-
vens wrote that he’d hoped to cast 
a Shirley Temple type. I recently 
mentioned this blasphemous bit of 
dream casting to a friend, who said 
that he’d always pictured Shirley as 
the adorable Nazi youth who points 
to the attic and yells, ‘They’re in 
there, Mister Hitler!’”

In the rare moments that I think 
about Shirley Temple, I always 
think of this darkly hilarious line 
from Matt Weinstock’s article 
about Temple’s legacy and her 1988 
autobiography. It is increasingly 
popping into my head when I think 
about America. 

According to The Guardian 
(among countless other news sourc-
es), last week, Texas land commis-
sioner Dawn Buckingham wrote 
a letter to President-elect Don-
ald Trump stating that her office 
“is fully prepared to enter into an 
agreement with the Department of 
Homeland Security, Immigration, 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE), 
or the U.S. Border Patrol, to allow 
a facility to be built for the process-
ing, detention, and coordination of 
the largest deportation of violent 
criminals in America’s history.”

The facility in question would be 
built on 1,402 acres of land, offered 
freely to the federal government, 
positioned in the Rio Grande Valley 
on the U.S.-Mexico Border.

Against the backdrop of this gen-
erous offer, Trump has appointed 
former ICE Director Tom Homan 
as his “border czar.” Homan has 
promised to carry out “the big-
gest deportation this country has 
ever seen.” When questioned on 
“60 Minutes” about policies he had 
overseen which had previously led 
to migrant families being separat-
ed, he offered a solution: “Families 
can be deported together.”

And against the backdrop of 
THAT, Trump has publicly stated 
that during his second term, he’s 
hoping to pull off his long-held 
dream of ending birthright citi-
zenship. If a case involving 14th 
Amendment protections of birth-
right citizenship comes before the 
Supreme Court, they’ll likely side 
with Trump’s perspective; after all, 
it hasn’t been that long since the 
Supreme Court decided that the 
14th Amendment didn’t protect a 
woman’s right to terminate a preg-
nancy.

I don’t want to seem reactionary, 
but we’re talking about building a 
concentration camp for migrants, 
right?

Of course, it wouldn’t be the first 
time we’ve built concentration 
camps in this country; there were 
the internment camps built by the 
U.S. Government during World 
War II to house Japanese people 
living in the U.S. For a long time, it 
seemed like we all generally agreed 
that was one of the most shameful 
moments in our nation’s recent his-
tory. While our nation wasn’t mass 
executing the citizens that were 
forced into these camps, nearly 
2,000 American citizens of Japa-
nese descent died from tuberculosis 
and other medical issues while in 
the camps, so America can’t exactly 
pat itself on the back.

“But wait!” someone says. “This 
land being donated in Texas is not 
for a concentration camp! It’s for a 
deportation facility! It’s simply a 

place where undocumented immi-
grants can be briefly held before be-
ing deported!”

When Adolf Hitler created the 
first concentration camp at Dachau 
shortly after being appointed Chan-
cellor in 1933, the purpose was to 
imprison and intimidate perceived 
enemies of the party. By 1939, the 
camps were used to house Jews 
that had been rounded up for mass 
deportation. By 1941, it had become 
clear that mass deportation was not 
a feasible solution, and that’s when 
the mass executions started. 

The problem with the way that 
we understand history is that when 
you’re looking at a situation that 
took place decades in the past, it’s 
easy to see the big shocking mo-
ments but it’s difficult to see the 
hundreds of small, almost imper-
ceptible steps that led to those mo-
ments. Hitler didn’t start a geno-
cide on day one; it took him almost 
a decade to work up to that point. 
You can’t convince ordinary people 
to commit atrocities overnight. You 
have to work up to the atrocities, 
one small act at a time, until the 
atrocities become business as usu-
al. 

There’s another problem we face, 
and I hear it a lot from people who 
think I’m overreacting to current 
events. There is a sense, I believe, 
that because our nation has sur-
vived so many difficult moments, 
it is destined to survive every dif-
ficult moment that comes its way. 
And maybe it is. But if I met some-
one who had managed to survive 
five devastating car accidents with 
barely a scratch, I would conclude 
that they’re lucky, not that they’re 
immortal. 

If the federal government does 
indeed build a mass deportation 
facility on the Texas-Mexico bor-
der — a stretch of land known as 
“Mexico” up until about 200 years 
ago — I can all but guarantee that 
it won’t be solely used to harbor 
violent criminals. The powers that 
be will go after law-abiding, tax-
paying undocumented immigrants 
with equal fervor. 

To be fair, that’s exactly what a 
whole lot of people voted for. But 
whatever temporary joy they get 
will likely be overshadowed when 
food prices begin to skyrocket. 
Nearly three-quarters of farm la-
borers in the U.S. are migrants. 
It’s hard enough for fast food res-
taurants to find employees willing 
to work for the pitiful wages they’re 
offering, but slinging burgers for 
minimum wage is a far sight better 
than picking tomatoes in the sum-
mer heat for 50 cents per bucket. 
Finding replacement labor will cost 
farmers a comparative fortune, and 
that price hike will be passed along 
to the consumers. 

At least this situation won’t cause 
the food we import to increase in 
price. The new tariffs will be the 
cause of that. 

No matter how this all ends, at 
least we can agree on one thing: 
three dollars is just too much to ask 
for a dozen eggs.

OPINION

By Ben R. Williams

Average price for a 
Thanksgiving meal in VA 
is $10 less than last year

The average price for a 10-per-
son Thanksgiving meal in Virginia 
is $81.07, down from a record-high 
$91.30 in 2023.

According to an informal survey 
conducted by the Virginia Farm Bu-
reau Federation, the average cost to 
prepare a traditional Thanksgiving 
meal for 10 is $8.11 per person.

The survey’s menu consists of tur-
key, ham, stuffing, sweet potatoes, 
russet potatoes, rolls, carrots, cel-
ery, cranberries, green beans, peas, 
milk and pumpkin pie with whipped 
cream.

This year’s statewide average de-
creased by $10.23—11% less than 
the 2023 average of $91.30 for a 
10-person meal.

A dinner without ham, russet po-
tatoes and green beans costs $58.41, 
or $5.84 per person. Last year’s meal 
without those three ingredients was 
$66.88, or $6.68 per person.

Prices reported by volunteer shop-
pers were collected between Oct. 21 
and Nov. 7—before major retailers 
began offering holiday discounts, 
promotional sales or coupons.

This year, the average per-pound 
price for a whole frozen turkey during 
the data collection was $1.68, down 
from $2.18 in last year’s survey.

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Nov. 8 retail report indicated 
that the Southeast region’s average 
price for an 8- to 16-pound whole 
frozen turkey was $1.19 per pound, 
down from $1.28 per pound in the 
Nov. 1 report.

“Turkey is the centerpiece of a 
Thanksgiving meal and accounts for 
33% of this year’s total price. Turkey 
prices have gone down significantly 
and that contributed to this year’s 
reasonable meal cost,” noted Elijah 
Griles, VFBF video content creator 
and producer of CattlePulse podcast. 
“And as it gets closer to the holidays, 
shoppers may find deals on frozen 
turkeys and other holiday foods, so 
the average cost of a Thanksgiving 
meal could actually be even less.”

This is the 21st year Virginia Farm 
Bureau has conducted the survey, 
which is based on an annual survey 
organized by American Farm Bu-
reau Federation. Volunteer shoppers 
checked prices online and in person 
at 50 grocery stores throughout the 
state—from the Northern Neck to 
the far Southwest.

The VFBF survey showed the av-
erage cost of a 16-pound turkey was 
$26.92, or $1.68 per pound. This 
represents a 23% decrease in price 
versus the 2023 average of $2.18 per 
pound.

The Farm Bureau survey discov-
ered the average price for a 4-pound 
boneless ham was $17.56, while last 
year’s average price was $18.45.

As for the other ingredients for a 
traditional Thanksgiving meal, the 
survey showed that the average cost 
of a gallon of whole milk was $3.66; 
frozen peas, $1.70; frozen green 

beans, $1.80; three pounds of sweet 
potatoes, $3.56; a 5-pound bag of 
russet potatoes, $3.30; fresh celery, 
$1.72; fresh carrots, $1.32; two pie 
shells, $3.40; whipping cream, $3.41; 
canned pumpkin pie filling, $4.09; 
fresh cranberries, $2.09; stuffing 
mix, $3.13; and a dozen dinner rolls, 
$3.41.

Most items decreased in price ver-
sus 2023 values except for carrots, 
sweet potatoes and whole milk, which 
all cost more this year. A 3-pound bag 
of sweet potatoes was 50 cents higher 
than the same quantity last year.

According to Nov. 13 Consumer 
Price Index data, fruits and vegeta-
bles increased 0.4%, which could ac-
count for the higher carrot and sweet 
potato prices in this year’s Farm Bu-
reau survey.

“But the big story is that CPI data 
shows energy commodities like trans-
portation are down 12.4% year over 
year, which is likely a significant fac-
tor in this year’s lower Thanksgiving 
food costs,” Griles noted.

The locality with the highest cost 
for a traditional Thanksgiving meal 
was Essex County at $121.55. The 
locality with the lowest cost was 
Pittsylvania County at $57.29 for a 
10-person meal.

While the average price of a 15-item 
Thanksgiving meal is lower than last 
year, inflation still continues to affect 
families across the country, including 
the nation’s farmers.

“Farmers are efficient and effec-
tive in how they provide food for our 
tables, even when there is a great 
deal of volatility and unpredictability 
in both production costs and market-
ing of agricultural products,” noted 
VFBF president Wayne F. Pryor.

Nationally, American Farm Bu-
reau Federation’s survey found the 
average cost of its classic Thanks-
giving meal for 10 was $58.08, a 5% 
decrease from 2023. The basic AFBF 
survey does not include ham, rus-
set potatoes and green beans, which 
were added to the survey in 2018 to 
reflect more Thanksgiving favorites. 
With these items included in the 
AFBF findings, the national aver-
age cost for a traditional meal was 
$77.34—$3.73 less than the average 
cost of those items in Virginia.

Bernt Nelson, an AFBF economist, 
said that the decreased overall price 
for a meal is a “solid reflection of the 
overall economy.” He said inflation 
has slowed a little, but it’s not gone.

He also noted that even though 
turkey supplies were down this year 
because of avian influenza, demand 
also was down, which led to de-
creased turkey prices.

AFBF also reported that volunteer 
shoppers checked prices Nov. 1-7, be-
fore most grocery store chains began 
featuring whole frozen turkeys at 
sharply lower prices. Details about 
the AFBF survey findings are avail-
able at fb.org/newsroom.

Axton resident wins 2024 Betty 
Jane France Humanitarian Award

The NASCAR Foundation an-
nounced Judy Simmons as the win-
ner of the 14th annual Betty Jane 
France Humanitarian Award during 
a recent NASCAR Awards Banquet 
in Charlotte, N.C. As the award win-
ner, Simmons will receive a $100,000 
donation from The NASCAR Foun-
dation to God’s Pit Crew, a non-profit 
dedicated to providing disaster relief 
services to children and families.

“This award means so much to 
God’s Pit Crew and me, and it will 
make a tremendous impact for the 
children we strive to provide healing 
to in the midst of disaster,” said Sim-
mons. “With this award, we will be 
able to provide more hope and com-
fort to the young lives that need it 
most.”

Simmons, of Axton, is a volunteer 
at God’s Pit Crew, a local non-prof-
it disaster relief organization that 
works to provide aid and hope to com-
munities all over the country in the 
face of a major weather event. She 
has been a member of the God’s Pit 
Crew disaster response team of more 
than 1,500 volunteers for six years, 
leading volunteer teams to provide 
essential needs to families and chil-
dren in their time of crisis, including 
Play Pails that contain toys, games 
and hygiene items for children who 
have lost everything.

“Judy is an incredible person doing 
impactful work for families that have 
experienced hardship due to natural 

disasters, especially during the dif-
ficult times faced in Western North 
Carolina this year,” said Nichole 
Krieger, vice president and execu-
tive director of the foundation. “The 
$100,000 she won for God’s Pit Crew 
will allow them to continue providing 
essential items for kids and families 
in need in times of major weather 
event or crisis. Both Judy and her or-
ganization are very deserving of this 
award.”

Simmons earned the most online 
votes from a pool of nominees, in-
cluding Tammy Raulerson with the 
Periwinkle Foundation in College 
Station, Texas; Carlos Washington 
with Boys and Girls Clubs of the Pee 
Dee Area in Florence, S.C.; and Julie 
Woolridge with Hope of Mooresville 
in Mooresville, N.C. Each of these 
charities will receive a $25,000 dona-
tion from the foundation.

In its 14 years, the Betty Jane 
France Humanitarian Award has 
recognized 56 NASCAR fans who 
are dedicated volunteers working 
for children’s causes in communities 
nationwide. More than 553,288 chil-
dren’s lives have been affected by the 
program with 2.56 million contrib-
uted to children’s charities.

To learn more about The NASCAR 
Foundation’s programs, including 
the Betty Jane France Humanitar-
ian Award and Speediatrics Chil-
dren’s Fund, please visit www.NAS-
CARfoundation.org.

Correction
Paula Wood is the interim director of The 
Pregnancy Center of MHC. Her name was 

incorrect in last week’s edition. We regret the error.

Transactions Offered Online During 
DMV’s Thanksgiving Closure 

All Virginia DMV full-service 
customer service centers will be 
closed for the Thanksgiving holi-
day from Thursday, November 28 
through Saturday, November 30, 

and will reopen on Monday, De-
cember 2. During the closure, cus-
tomers can still access more than 
50 DMV services online at dmv.
virginia.gov.  
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From the West Piedmont 
Health District:

Statewide Outbreak of Me-
ningococcal Disease

From June 2022 to June 2024, 
39 outbreak-associated cases of 
Neisseria meningitidis serogroup 
Y have been reported in Virginia, 
with most cases (27) occurring in 
the eastern region.

Meningococcal disease is a rare, 
but very serious illness caused by 
a type of bacteria called Neisse-
ria meningitidis. When illness 
occurs, it is often severe, can be 
deadly, and include infections of 
the lining of the brain and spi-
nal cord, (called meningitis), and 
the bloodstream (septicemia). 
People at increased risk include 
household contacts of a person 
known to have had this disease, 
people with weakened immune 
systems (e.g., those with HIV or 
those without a spleen), people in 
congregate settings (e.g., college 
campuses), and people travel-
ing to certain parts of the world 
where meningococcal disease is 
more common.

Meningococcal meningitis is 
characterized by a sudden on-
set of fever, headache, stiff neck, 
muscle aches, sensitivity to light, 
confusion, nausea, and vomiting.  
A less common but more severe 
form of invasive meningococcal 
disease is septicemia, or blood-
stream infection. The symptoms 
of septicemia include fatigue, fe-
ver, nausea/vomiting, cold hands 
and feet, cold chills, severe pain 
in the muscles, joints, chest or 
abdomen, rapid breathing, diar-
rhea, and a dark purple or brown/
black rash.

Meningococcal Disease Vac-
cination: All 11 to 12 year olds 
should receive one dose of Men-
ACWY. Teens should receive a 
booster dose of MenACWY when 
they are 16 years old to continue 
having protection during the 
years when they are at great-
est risk for getting meningococ-
cal disease (16-23 years of age). 
MenACWY vaccine is also recom-
mended to specific groups at in-
creased risk due to certain medi-

cal conditions, including people 
with HIV, those whose spleen is 
damaged or removed, people with 
sickle cell disease, anyone with 
a rare immune condition called 
complement deficiency or any-
one taking a type of drug called 
a complement inhibitor. https://
www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/

Two New VDH Dashboards 
Available

Hepatitis. The purpose of these 
external dashboards/webpages 
is to serve as a comprehensive 
resource, offering essential infor-
mation about hepatitis B and C 
disease in Virginia including sur-
veillance statistics.  https://www.
vdh.virginia.gov/disease-preven-
tion/disease-prevention/hiv-aids-
sexually-transmitted-disease-
std-hepatitis-reports/hep-b-2023/

Adolescent Vaccine Dash-
boards. These new dashboards 
provide vaccine recommenda-
tions, school grade requirement 
indication, and vaccination cov-
erage for adolescents in Virginia 
for Tdap, HPV, MenACWY, and 
MenB vaccines. Data and Statis-
tics - Immunization (virginia.gov)

ER Visits for Undiagnosed 
Pneumonia, Pertussis Spike

Since September 2024, the 
VDH has observed a significant 
rise in emergen-

cy department and urgent care 
visits involving diagnosed pneu-
monia. During the week of No-
vember 10-16, there were 2,029 
emergency department and ur-
gent care visits with diagnosed 
pneumonia among children aged 
0-17 years. This is more than tri-
ple the weekly peak observed in 
the past two years. There are also 
increases in visits among adults 
aged 18-64 years. In addition to 
this upward trend, numerous 
K-12 schools have reported clus-
ters of students with pneumonia 
and unspecified respiratory ill-
ness…. Consider routine and sea-
sonal immunizations and other 
healthy respiratory habits (e.g., 
staying home when sick, covering 
coughs and sneezes, frequently 
washing hands) to help prevent 
respiratory infections that can 
lead to pneumonia.

The VDH continues to respond 
to an increase in cases of pertus-
sis (whooping cough). This trend 
was first reported in August and 
is linked to outbreaks in group 
settings, including universities, 
schools, religious communities, 
and childcare settings. Providers 
are encouraged to ensure all pa-
tients are up to date on DTaP and 
Tdap vaccination.

Childhood Vaccination 
Rates Continue to Decline

Routine vaccination rates for 
kindergarten children continue 
to decline across the country, an 
analysis of data compiled by the 
CDC shows. During the 2023-
2024 school year, fewer than 93% 
of kindergarten children were up 
to date on their state-required 
vaccines, down from 95% during 
the 2019-2020 school year just 
prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Most states (39) now have vacci-
nation rates below the 95% tar-
get needed to prevent community 
transmission of measles, a highly 
contagious and life-threatening 
illness.  The share of kindergar-
ten children with non-medical 
exemptions from one or more 
required vaccination has also in-
creased during this period. 

a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

Safe Step. North Ameri-
ca’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-

prehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 

available. Call Safe Step 
1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 

off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, 

tile, closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Refer-

ences. Bob Morehouse 
Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-

Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Forestry mulching, over-
grown property cleanup, 
bush-hogging, pasture 

& field reclamation, ATV 
& walking trails, hunting 
lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator work. 
Free estimates. Call 276-
229-9410 or Facebook 
Thomas Land Solutions 

LLC

Full and Part-time team 
drivers

Blue Ridge Aquaculture 
subsidiary is looking for 

dependable driver teams 
or drivers to be matched 

with another driver for 
dedicated NE routes. 

Driving couples or current 
teams are encouraged 
to apply. We have both 

full & part-time opportuni-
ties. Home every other 

night. CDL (Class A) and 
2 years of experience 

required. Must be at least 
21 years of age with a 

good driving record. Must 
be physically able to 

climb on tanker to facili-
tate securing and unload-
ing of product. Must have 

a valid US Passport or 
able to obtain one within 

90 days.
Excellent benefits pack-
age including medical, 

dental, vision, life, short 
term disability, long term 

disability, and 401K. 
Medical and vision insur-
ance for the employee 
is provided at no cost.
Apply online at www.

blueridgeaquaculture.
com, or call 276-632-
9440 to make an ap-
pointment to apply in 

person at 555 Industrial 
Park Drive, Ridgeway, VA 
24148 during office hours 

(M - F 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm). Pay: $90,000.00 

- $105,000.00 per year 
based on number of trips.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  

Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Win-

dows Installed! Starting at 
$350 Call 804-739-8207 
for More Details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters! 

FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac 

Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 

FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 

last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-

ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-902-4611.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 

SERVICES

Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

FOR SALE

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795

LEGAL

Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliver-

attorneyva.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mu-

tual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 
www.dental50plus.com/

virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-

centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-

216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, 

call 1-855-262-5564

LEGAL

Legal 2 col x 1-1/2”
1123 1130 1207 1214

ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CL24000320-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
MARTINSVILLE CIRCUIT COURT
55 W CHURCH STREET, MARTINSVILLE VA 24112
HOLLEY NICHOLE WIMBISH v. MATTHEW STEPHEN WIMBISH 
The object of this suit is to:
TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE
It is ORDERED that MATTHEW STEPHEN WIMBISH appear at the 
above-named court and protect his interests on or before JANUARY 
30, 2025.

11/14/24

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
1130 1207

COUNTY OF HENRY
REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, the Henry 
County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on 
the following application December 17, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, 
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.
Case R-24-14 Jose Tiznado and Ma Rodriguez
The property is located at 37 Horsley Rd, in the Reed Creek District. 
The property is shown on Tax Map 5.8(10)B. The applicant is request-
ing the rezoning of approximately 0.23-acre from Commercial District 
B-1 to Mixed Residential District M-R. The property is occupied by a 
double wide structure that was previously used as a commercial office. 
The applicant wishes to bring the zoning into compliance for residen-
tial use and financing purposes.
The application for this request may be viewed in the Department of 
Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

Health Notes

Community Health Worker, Ariel 
Johnson, addresses an audience of 
health leaders at the Virginia Rural 
Health Conference in Abingdon 
November 20. 
Her work as both a community health 
worker and peer support specialist 
with the Virginia Harm Reduction 
Coalition is focused on removing 
misconceptions about people who 
use drugs while normalizing harm 
reduction measures.
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 Sports Schedule
The following are the dates and times of local 
high school teams and their games for the week of 
December 2-7:

12/3 7pm Girls Basketball Bassett at Franklin  
 County
 7pm Boys Basketball Franklin County at  
 Bassett
 7pm Boys Basketball Carlisle at Virginia  
 Episcopal
12/4 5pm Wrestling Bassett at Mecklenburg  
 County
 5pm Wrestling Martinsville at   
 Mecklenburg County
 6pm Wrestling Magna Vista at Tunstall

 6pm Girls Basketball Carlisle at Virginia  
 Episcopal
 7pm Girls Basketball Patrick County at  
 Bassett
 7pm Boys Basketball Bassett at Patrick  
 County
 7pm Boys Basketball McMichael at   
 Magna Vista
12/5 7pm Girls Basketball Martinsville at   
 Carroll County
12/6 12pm Wrestling Bassett at Hidden Valley
 5pm Swim & Dive  Bassett at  
 Hargrave Military Academy
 5pm Swim & Dive  Magna Vista  
 at Hargrave Military Academy

 5:30pm Girls Basketball Martinsville at  
 Morehead
 7pm Girls Basketball Magna Vista at  
 Pulaski County
 7pm Boys Basketball Floyd County at  
 Magna Vista
 7pm Boys Basketball Martinsville at   
 Morehead
12/7 9am Wrestling Bassett at Hidden Valley
 3pm Girls Basketball Appomattox   
 County at Carlisle
 4:30pm Boys Basketball William Fleming  
 at Carlisle
 TBA Girls Basketball Magna Vista at  
 Patrick Henry HS

Martinsville’s GENEDGE 
Alliance to receive $1.65 

Million DOE Grant 
The U.S. Department of Energy 

(DOE) has awarded a $1,650,000 
grant to the Martinsville-based 
GENEDGE Alliance to support the 
Virginia Smart Manufacturing Accel-
erator Program. 

“GENEDGE Alliance is a lead-
ing contributor and innovator in the 
manufacturing space, benefitting eco-
nomic growth and manufacturing in 
Virginia’s Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict,” U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith, R-
Salem, said. “This $1.65 million grant 
helps GENEDGE Alliance develop 
the Virginia Smart Manufacturing 
Accelerator Program.”

According to Virginia Smart Manu-

facturing Accerlator’s website, Smart 
Manufacturing is a technology-driven 
approach that uses internet-connect-
ed machinery to monitor and manage 
the production process. Goals include 
identifying opportunities for auto-
mating operations and using data 
analytics to improve manufacturing 
performance.

In June 2024, GENEDGE Alliance 
received a grant of more than $2.1 
million from the U.S. Department 
of Commerce’s National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST). 
This grant came as a result of their 
Manufacturing Extension Partner-
ship Program.

Operation Christmas Child Spreads Holiday Cheer Worldwide
By Jessica Dillon
Volunteers at Blackberry Baptist Church 

have been hard at work this holiday season, 
participating in Operation Christmas Child, a 
global initiative to bring joy and essential re-
sources to children in need. The program, which 
encourages individuals to pack shoeboxes with 
gifts and supplies, officially began its drop-off 
period on November 18, with the church hosting 
a weeklong collection drive.

Volunteers unloaded cars, packed boxes, and 
prayed over the donations. Leading the effort 
was Melisa Janey, a 28-year veteran of the pro-
gram and the drop-off leader at Blackberry Bap-
tist Church.

“I have been serving Operation Christmas 
Child for 28 years. I love Operation Christmas 
Child,” Janey said. She recounted how she and 
her husband packed their first shoebox decades 
ago, sparking a lifelong commitment to the 
cause. “I grew up loving missions, but I’m not 
a missionary. This is an opportunity to send a 
special gift around the world to a special child 
and share the love of God with them.”

Operation Christmas Child asks participants 
to pack shoeboxes filled with practical items, 
like pencils and hygiene products, for the cost 
of $10 per box. For many recipients, these small 
gifts are transformative.

“That was what Jesus was about, meeting our 
physical needs and our everyday needs,” Janey 
said, emphasizing the program’s mission to pro-
vide for children’s basic needs while sharing the 
message of God’s love.

The volunteers opened the church’s doors for 
eight days to accept boxes, and they organized 
a packing party where church members assem-
bled shoeboxes.

Packing Memories
For some, the effort was deeply personal. Vol-

unteer Debra Elgin, a church relations coordina-
tor, packed boxes in memory of her loved ones.

“It’s a way to continue to let their memory live 
on,” Elgin said. One special box, which included 
a light-up unicorn plush, was packed in memory 
of her mother, Esther Elgin, who passed away 
in 2021 at the age of 92.

The church also honored the memory of other 
loved ones by creating memorial shoeboxes.

“It’s an opportunity during the holiday sea-
son to give to people that we normally wouldn’t 
give to,” said volunteer Heather Putnam. “It’s a 
simple way to give to a child and hope it makes 
a lasting impression.”

Volunteer Chelsea Prevento, who has seen the 
impact of Operation Christmas Child firsthand, 
continued her work despite undergoing a kidney 
transplant in 2021.

“I’ve seen the impact it makes on these chil-
dren. Many times, it’s the only gift they will 

ever receive in their life,” Prevento said, high-
lighting how the boxes often include school sup-
plies, which enable children to attend school.

Once the boxes are collected, they are sent to 
a central drop-off location in Rocky Mount be-
fore being transported to the Samaritan’s Purse 
center in Charlotte, North Carolina. There, vol-
unteers inspect the boxes to ensure compliance 

with guidelines.
“It will get donated,” Janey explained, adding 

that prohibited items are sent to local shelters, 
women’s centers, or food banks.

For Janey and the other volunteers, Opera-
tion Christmas Child is more than a seasonal 
event—it’s a mission to bring light into the lives 
of children worldwide.

Debra Elgin packed a memory box in honor of her mother, 
Esther Elgin.

Volunteers at Blackberry Baptist Church unload 
shoeboxes from cars.

Shoeboxes are prepared for their journey to the Samaritan’s 
Purse sorting center.

Drop-off coordinator Melisa Janey organizes shoebox 
donations.

VAB Approves Additional 
Funding for Blue Ridge Airport

Blue Ridge Regional Airport was 
among 18 Virginia airports to re-
ceive funding during the Virginia 
Aviation Board’s (VAB) quarterly 
meeting on Nov. 21.

The airport was awarded an ad-
ditional $53,052.71 for the Runway 

Extension - Phase 2 Bid Additive 
(Construction), according to the 
board’s funding actions.

Overall, the VAB allocated 
$2,431,569.47 to support 23 avia-
tion projects statewide.

18-Year-Old Charged After 
Firearm Found on Bassett 

High School Property
An 18-year-old student was 

charged after a firearm was dis-
covered on the grounds of Bassett 
High School, the Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office said.

Authorities were alerted around 
9:45 a.m. on Nov. 20 when a stu-
dent self-reported the presence of 
a handgun to school officials. The 
school resource officer located the 
weapon outside the building.

Charles Edward Mills, 18, was 
taken into custody and charged 
with violating Virginia Code Sec-
tion 18.2-308.1, which prohibits 
possession of a firearm on school 
property. Mills was released on 
an unsecured bond of $3,000.

Officials said no threats were 
made toward the school or indi-
viduals, and classes continued as 
scheduled.

“We understand that incidents 
of this nature heighten concerns 
for student safety,” the Sheriff’s 
Office and Henry County Public 
Schools said in a joint statement, 
emphasizing their commitment 

to addressing safety concerns 
swiftly.

The agencies urged students, 
parents, and community mem-
bers to remain vigilant and re-
port suspicious activity to ensure 
a secure environment.

Charles Edward Mills



www.henrycountyenterprise.com SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2024 • HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE• PAGE 8 

Local author debuts fiction novel 

Linda “L.C.” Maxie released her 
debut fiction novel, “The Robin’s 
Nest,” last summer. The book, 
which she plans to turn into at least 
a trilogy, belongs to the paranormal 
women’s fiction genre.

Maxie got the idea for the book 
after learning about the cozy fan-
tasy genre. “I was a traditional li-
brarian and always knew about the 
big genres like fantasy, sci-fi, real-
istic fiction, but I had never heard 
of these tiny sub-genres. When I 
heard about cozy fantasy, I thought, 
‘that sounds really cool,’” she said.

The idea for the book came to 
Maxie almost fully formed. “I had 
to tweak a few things, but after 
talking to some book coaches, they 
told me, ‘oh no, your book is not 
cozy fantasy, this is paranormal 

women’s fiction.’ When I looked into 
it, I realized they were right. I fol-
lowed the genre conventions pretty 
closely,” she said.

In paranormal women’s fiction, 
the main character is typically a 
woman over 40 who is either di-
vorced or suddenly widowed and 
doesn’t know what to do with her-
self. Maxie’s book follows this trope. 

“The character often moves to 
a new place and discovers it’s in-
habited by paranormal creatures. 
These books are often dark and 
snarky, featuring vampires, were-
wolves, and the like, and the main 
character discovers she has magi-
cal abilities herself,” she explained.

Leaders highlight community 
projects at annual luncheon

Eight speakers shared updates 
on community initiatives and 
organizational goals during the 
Patrick County Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual Lunch with Lead-
ers event on Nov. 20. The gath-
ering, held in collaboration with 
the Reynolds Homestead, fea-
tured a catered lunch provided 
by Food Country USA and drew 
more than 20 attendees.

Kevin Brandt, Virginia Devel-
opment Director for the founda-
tion, outlined the organization’s 
efforts to strengthen connections 
between the parkway and sur-
rounding communities. High-
lighting the Blue Ridge Rising 
initiative, Brandt emphasized 
the importance of engaging lo-
calities and enhancing visitor ac-
cess to gateway communities like 
Stuart and Meadows of Dan.

“We went out to all 29 counties” 
along the parkway “and asked 
what is important to your com-
munity, and then had regional 
meetings, and probably almost 
1,000 people participated in ei-
ther county meetings or online 
or at the regional meetings,” he 
said.

Brandt said there was consen-
sus among all the counties on 
what was important to them and 
what could be done to improve 
their quality of life, economic 
plight, and overall connection to 
the parkway.

“When you think about people 
coming from outside the area, 
they’re not staying in the park-
way anymore. These gateways 
that are represented by places 
like Stuart, Meadows of Dan 
are really how people are able 
to travel the entire length of the 
parkway,” he said.

From various studies, Brandt 
said the foundation knows that 
90 percent of the people who visit 
the parkway do so for the views. 
“But they need places to get fuel, 

food, lodging, and they also come 
for arts and culture and things 
like that as well. So, we wanted 
to build stronger connections be-
tween the parkway and parkway 
visitors and the gateway commu-
nities,’ he said.

Brandt said several themes 
that were common to every lo-
cality were discovered, including 
marketing communities for tour-
ists. 

“We want to get signs on the 
parkway telling them there’s a 
community like Stuart or like 
Floyd, but also use those inter-
national symbols so when people 
get off of the exit of the parkway, 
they know where they’re going,” 
he said.

Enhancing education is anoth-
er theme, Brandt said as many 
communities noted it’s hard to 
find and hire qualified employ-
ees.

Board greenlights Revolutionary War 
Monument, tackles FCC petition 

The Patrick County Board of Su-
pervisors addressed a request to pe-
tition the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) for a market 
modification to Patrick County’s 
satellite network during its meet-
ing on Monday, Nov. 18, and later 
approved the installation of a Revo-
lutionary War Soldiers Monument 
at the Stuart branch of the Blue 
Ridge Library and Patrick County 
Museum.

Richard Landis, of Stuart, asked 
the board to petition the FCC to 
allow Patrick County residents to 
access Virginia-based news and 
weather through satellite providers 
like Dish and DirecTV.

“Right now, for most of us that 
currently (have) satellite, whether 
it’s Dish or Direct, we only get news 
from North Carolina. We live in 
Virginia. I don’t need North Caro-
lina news; I’d really rather hear 
what’s happening in Virginia,” 
Landis said.

Landis noted this issue dates 
back to the 1960s when the FCC 
established broadcast zones. At the 
time, mountainous terrain blocked 
antenna reception of Virginia sta-
tions, forcing reliance on North 
Carolina programming.

The board unanimously approved 
the installation of a Revolution-
ary War Soldiers Monument at 
the Stuart library. John Reynolds, 
president of the Patrick County 
Historical Society, presented the 
proposal, which was initiated by 
board member John Wesley Mar-
tin, a descendant of a Revolution-
ary War soldier.

Reynolds said the monument, 
crafted from granite and standing 
approximately seven feet tall, will 
list 160 to 170 soldiers from the 
area who served in the war, with 

space to add additional names if 
discovered.

“It will have printed 160 to 170 
names on it with space to add more. 
The top of the monument will in-
clude ‘Patrick County Historical 
Society’ and a relief of a minuteman 
soldier,” Reynolds said.

The monument will be situated 
to the left of the walkway leading 
to the library, near the flagpole. 
Reynolds assured the board there 
would be no cost to the county, as 
the Historical Society would cover 
any maintenance needs.

“This will be a monument that 
lasts a long, long time for the coun-
ty. Being a veteran myself, these 
Revolutionary War veterans need 
to be commemorated just like all 
the others,” Reynolds said, adding 
that the monument will coincide 
with the 250th anniversary of the 
American Revolution in 2026.

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

To read more about these 
and other stories, check out 

The Enterprise, 
www.theenterprise.net.

Tensions flare at board meeting amid calls for 
transparency and accountability

Concerns about communica-
tion and accountability reached a 
boiling point at the Nov. 18 meet-
ing of the Patrick County Board 
of Supervisors, with some board 
members often talking over resi-
dents during the public comment 
period, despite early calls by the 
chairman for civility and respect. 

“Is this power of thee or is this 
power of me,” Valerie Loy asked 
at one point of the three minutes 
she and other residents are al-
lotted to address the board. She 
noted the rules read before public 
comment also include a section 
directing residents to address the 
board and not individual board 
members. 

“This is stereotyping everybody 
on the board. Reasoning, chair-
man Doug Perry was upset with 
several citizens for questioning 
him that the county is $29.7 mil-
lion in debt, which he continues 
to deny. It’s still on the website, 
you can look it up,” she said.

Loy said Perry requests resi-

dents to give respectful com-
ments with no personal attacks 
or insulting remarks. Individu-
als can also be removed from the 
speaker’s chair for breaking the 
rules.

“Some of us citizens come to 
the board with concerns over the 
inmates at the Transfer Station 
only to be ignored and we were 
told with pictures and videos by 
Mr. Marshall that this stuff was 
not true, and it was.”

When residents come to the 
board with concerns, Loy said 
they are shot down.

“But Mr. Perry, you called peo-
ple liars, and you called me igno-
rant. Yes, you did. You can listen 
back, and I totally resent that, 
and that’s very uncomfortable,” 
she said.

Perry, of the Smith River Dis-
trict, and Steve Marshall, of the 
Blue Ridge District, repeatedly 
engaged with residents during 
public comment.

Steve Marshall, who represents the Blue Ridge District, interrupted Galen Gilbert during 
his public comment time.

Patrick County Historical Society President 
John Reynolds discussed the new 
monument.

Patrick County Economic Development 
& Tourism Director James Houchins was 
among the eight speakers to participate in 
the annual Lunch with Leaders event.

Linda “L.C.” Maxie published her first 
paranormal women’s fiction (PWF) book last 
summer.

“The Robin’s Nest” is the first book in the 
Whippoorwill Gap PWF series.
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Puzzle Answers!

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Ground Beef Products 
Due to Possible E. Coli 
Wolverine Packing Co., a Detroit, 

Mich. establishment, is recalling 
approximately 167,277 pounds of 
ground beef products that may be 
contaminated with E. coli O157:H7, 
according to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Food Safety and 
Inspection Service (FSIS).

The fresh products have a “use 
by” date of 11/14/2024 and the fro-
zen products are labeled with pro-
duction date 10 22 24. The products 
subject to recall bear establishment 
number “EST. 2574B” inside the 
USDA mark of inspection. 

These items were shipped to res-
taurant locations nationwide. 

Anyone concerned about an ill-
ness should contact a healthcare 
provider. E. coli O157:H7 is a po-
tentially deadly bacterium that can 
cause dehydration, bloody diarrhea 
and abdominal cramps 2–8 days 
(3–4 days, on average) after expo-
sure the organism. While most peo-
ple recover within a week, some de-
velop a type of kidney failure called 
hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS). 
This condition can occur among 
people of any age but is most com-

mon in children under 5-years 
old and older adults. It is marked 
by easy bruising, pallor, and de-
creased urine output. People who 
experience these symptoms should 
seek emergency medical care im-
mediately.

FSIS is concerned that some 
product may be in restaurant re-
frigerators or freezers. Restau-
rants are urged not to serve these 
products. These products should 
be thrown away or returned to the 
place of purchase.

Consumers with questions can 
contact Don Tanner, company rep-
resentative, at (248) 762-1533.

Consumers with food safety 
questions can call the toll-free 
USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline at 
888-MPHotline (888-674-6854) or 
send a question via email to MPHo-
tline@usda.gov. For consumers 
that need to report a problem with 
a meat, poultry, or egg product, the 
online Electronic Consumer Com-
plaint Monitoring System can be 
accessed 24 hours a day at https://
foodcomplaint.fsis.usda.gov/eCCF/.

New order aims to protect children 
from addictive social media

Last week, Gov. Glenn Young-
kin issued Executive Order 43, 
Empowering and Supporting 
Parents to Protect Their Chil-
dren from Addictive Social Me-
dia & Establishment of the Re-
claiming Childhood Task Force, 
to tackle a critical aspect of 
Virginia’s youth mental health 
crisis, the unrestricted use of 
cell phones and addictive social 
media platforms.  

“Virginia and the nation’s chil-
dren are facing a youth mental 
health crisis driven by the ef-
fects of unrestricted cell phone 
use and addictive social media 
platforms. The scope of this 
challenge is going to require 
all of us, private sector, non-
profit organizations and gov-
ernment can support parents 
as they work to improve their 
children’s mental health,” said 
Youngkin. “Executive Order 43 
will empower parents with the 
tools they need to protect their 
children and sets the stage for 
a statewide response to reclaim 
childhood and ensure the next 
generation can thrive.” 

The Executive Order mobi-
lizes state agencies to provide 
resources for parents, educa-
tors, and healthcare providers 
to combat the negative effects 
of excessive social media use. 

It includes developing a “Social 
Media and Mental Health Tool-
kit,” a partnership with health 
providers to emphasize preven-
tion strategies, and regional 
training for behavioral health 
professionals. 

The Reclaiming Childhood 
Task Force will convene par-
ents, educators, mental health 
experts, faith leaders, public 
safety officials, private sector 
technology experts, and commu-
nity leaders to identify action-
able solutions to improve youth 
mental health outcomes. It will 
provide recommendations to the 
Governor and General Assem-
bly and build upon the efforts 
from Executive Order 33, which 
introduced Cell Phone-Free Ed-
ucation in Virginia’s K-12 pub-
lic schools. 

“Government cannot be the 
sole solution to this social me-
dia crisis, but our schools are on 
the front lines of supporting stu-
dents’ mental health and well-
being,” said Secretary of Educa-
tion Aimee Guidera. “Executive 
Order 43 directs our state agen-
cies to provide research, tools, 
and resources that can support 
educators and parents as they 
create healthy, nurturing envi-
ronments where students can 
focus on learning and growth.”

Security Equipment 
Grants awarded to 

local school divisions
The Virginia Department of 

Education announced $12 mil-
lion in School Security Equip-
ment Grants were awarded 
to 96 school divisions and 472 
schools to help protect students, 
faculty and staff, and visitors.  

Henry County was awarded 
$244,000 for Fieldale-Collins-
ville Middle, G.W. Carver Ele-
mentary, and Laurel Park Mid-
dle schools. 

Patrick County received 
$77,098, Meadows of Dan Ele-
mentary, Patrick County High, 
and Patrick Springs Primary 
schools.

Martinsville City received 
$112,895, Albert Harris El-
ementary, Clearview Early 
Learning Center, Martinsville 
High, Martinsville Middle, 
and Patrick Henry Elementary 
schools.

Most of the equipment applied 
and approved for purchase in-
clude voice and video internal 
communication systems, mass 
notification systems, security 
card access systems, visitor ID 
badging systems, surveillance 
cameras, two-way radios, se-
curity vestibules, interior bus 
cameras, and bus two-way ra-
dios. The 2024-2025 school year 
grants have been awarded on 
a competitive basis, with each 

awarded school division eligible 
to receive grant awards up to 
$250,000. 

The 472 schools were awarded 
funds based on a rank ordering 
of applications’ point total on 
the competitive application cri-
teria. The criteria developed by 
VDOE and the Virginia Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices gives priority to schools 
most in need of modern security 
equipment, schools with rela-
tively high numbers of offenses, 
schools with equipment needs 
identified by a school security 
audit, and schools in divisions 
least able to afford security up-
grades.  

“The equipment purchased 
with these grants will help en-
sure the safety of all students 
and staff in Virginia’s public 
schools,” said Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Lisa Coons. 
“Every child deserves a high-
quality education experience, 
one where they can deeply fo-
cus on learning and growing the 
minute they step onto a school 
bus or pass through the doors of 
their school. These grants help 
create safe, supportive environ-
ments, both on school grounds 
and while traveling to and from 
school.” 

Victim found dead 
in Sunday blaze

A deadly fire destroyed a struc-
ture and damaged neighboring 
buildings early Sunday on Fay-
ette Street in Martinsville, officials 
said.

Martinsville Fire & EMS re-
sponded to the blaze at 214 Fayette 
Street at 1:53 a.m. Upon arrival, 
firefighters found the structure en-
gulfed in flames, with the flames 
spreading to an adjacent building. 
Martinsville Police officers on the 
scene confirmed that an occupant 
was inside the burning structure.

Crews launched an aggressive 
fire attack, locating and removing 
the victim, who was pronounced 
dead at the scene. The individu-
al’s identity has not been released 
pending positive identification by 
the Medical Examiner’s Office.

Firefighters brought the blaze 
under control by 6:10 a.m. and re-
mained on-site until 7:14 a.m. to 
fully extinguish hotspots.

The original structure was de-
stroyed, and an adjacent building 
suffered extensive attic damage. A 

neighboring church sustained exte-
rior heat damage and light smoke 
inside. The preliminary damage es-
timates are around $70,000.

The cause of the fire remains un-
der investigation.

Martinsville Fire & EMS received 
assistance from the Henry County 
Department of Public Safety, Mar-
tinsville Volunteer Fire Company, 
Collinsville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, Ridgeway Volunteer Fire 
Department, and other city depart-
ments, including Public Works and 
Martinsville Electric. Southwest 
Virginia Gas assisted with utility 
control.

Officials urged residents to take 
precautions with space heaters, 
holiday lights, and decorations to 
prevent similar tragedies. Free 
smoke detectors are available for 
installation in Martinsville and 
Henry County. City residents can 
call (276) 403-5325, and Henry 
County residents can contact the 
Department of Public Safety at 
(276) 634-4660.

IRS offers help to military 
members, veterans with tax needs

Members of the U.S. Armed Forces, 
veterans and their families may qual-
ify for special tax benefits. Whether 
they have a simple or complex tax 
situation, the IRS provides informa-
tion to make filing taxes easier to un-
derstand for those sacrificing so much 
for our country.

Benefits for military members
Some of the tax benefits for service 

members include:
Combat pay: This pay is partially or 

fully tax-free. Service members serv-
ing in support of a combat zone or in 
a qualified hazardous duty area may 
also qualify for this exclusion.

Combat zone tax deadline exten-
sions: Qualifying members of the 
military, such as those who serve in a 
combat zone or in contingency opera-
tions outside the U.S., can get addi-
tional time to file and pay their taxes.

Armed Forces dependency allot-
ments: Assistance programs for de-
pendent care allotments contributed 
by the government are excludable 
benefits and not included in the mili-
tary member’s income.

Earned Income Tax Credit: The 
EITC is worth up to $7,830 for tax 
year 2024. Low and moderate income 
service members who receive non-

taxable combat pay can use specific 
qualifications that may increase the 
amount of the EITC for which they 
qualify, meaning they may owe less 
tax or get a larger refund.

Moving expenses: Members of the 
U.S. Armed Forces on active duty 
may be eligible to deduct unreim-
bursed relocation expenses if their 
move was due to a military order and 
permanent change of station. Also, 
allowances paid to move members of 
the U.S. Armed Forces for a perma-
nent change of station aren’t taxable.

For more details on benefits for mil-
itary members, taxpayers can refer 
to the Military Family Tax Benefits 
page on IRS.gov.

What to do when it’s time to file
The Department of Defense pro-

vides MilTax, a suite of tax services 
free for members of the military, 
qualifying veterans and family mem-
bers.

Many military installations offer 
free income tax assistance in person 
through the military Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance program. Mili-
tary service members can contact 
their installation’s legal office for de-
tails.
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• As part of David Hasselhoff’s 
divorce settlement, he kept possession 
of the nickname “Hoff” and the catch-
phrase “Don’t Hassle the Hoff.”

• The fuller your refrigerator, the 
more energy-efficient it is.

• Dr. Seuss coined the word “nerd.” 
The term originated in the 1950 book 
“If I Ran the Zoo.” The sentence goes: 
“And then, just to show them, I’ll 
sail to Ka-Troo. And bring back an 
IT-KUTCH, a PREEP and a PROO, a 
NERKLE, NERD, and a SEERSUCK-
ER, too!”

• Nobel Prize winner Niels Bohr was 
given a perpetual supply of beer piped 
into his house.

• Between 1848 and 1850, the popula-
tion of San Francisco grew from 900 to 
35,000 people thanks to the Gold Rush.

• During his World War II service, 
LBJ was due to fly in the observation 
seat of the B-26 bomber Wabash Can-
nonball. However, he was replaced 
when he had to go to the toilet before 
takeoff. The Wabash Cannonball was 
shot down during that flight over New 
Guinea with no survivors.

• A Chinese millionaire sold canned 
air to people on the streets to raise 
awareness of air pollution and then 
donated the money to charity. 

• Newborn babies can only see in 
black and white for a few months. 

• Seventy percent of the dirt on your 
clothes is invisible.

• In “The Empire Strikes Back,” an 
extra can be seen running with what 
appears to be an ice cream maker. The 
character became legendary among 
fans, and was eventually given a name 
(Willrow Hood) and a backstory.

• Some scientists believe that dogs can 
tell when you’re coming home by how 
much of your scent is left in the house.

***
Thought for the Day: “I figure if a 

girl wants to be a legend, she should 
just go ahead and be one.” — Calamity 
Jane
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Harvest Youth Board, Volunteers Serve 
Annual Thanksgiving Eve Dinner

By Jessica Dillon
The Harvest Youth Board served 

its largest Thanksgiving Eve Dinner 
to date, providing meals for 4,000 in-
dividuals and families. The annual 
W. Dan Prince III Thanksgiving Eve 
Dinner was held on Nov. 27 at Mar-
tinsville High School, where commu-
nity members were invited to enjoy a 
warm, festive meal. For those unable 
to attend in person, delivery services 
were available with advanced regis-
tration.

The Harvest Youth Board, estab-
lished in 2015, began this tradition 
in 2016 after volunteering at Rich-
ard’s Christmas Dinner. Inspired by 
the experience, they decided to create 
a similar community gathering for 
Thanksgiving. Since then, the event 
has grown every year, becoming a 
cornerstone of holiday giving in Mar-
tinsville and Henry County.

“I don’t think we can stress how 
much this is a student-led initiative 
and organization. They come in after 

school and do all the work. It’s a real-
ly good learning experience for them,” 
said India Brown, program officer at 
the Harvest Foundation.

Months of Preparation
The dinner required extensive 

planning, starting as early as August. 
The students, under the guidance of 
Brown and grants manager Stacy Pe-
ters, manage the budget, order sup-
plies, and organize logistics.

“They have a Thanksgiving Eve 
dinner budget; they order their own 
supplies,” Brown said. The initiative 
teaches valuable life skills while fos-
tering a spirit of giving among the 
youth.

This year as many in the past, 
cooking responsibilities were handled 
by Scott Norman, a volunteer who 
ensures the massive food preparation 
runs smoothly and safely.

“He graciously volunteered to han-
dle the cooking portion of the Thanks-
giving Eve dinner,” said Brown. “This 
helps keep the teens out of the kitch-

en, creating a safer environment.”
Norman leads a team of volunteers 

to prepare the meals, which include 
both those served at the school and 
the 2,300 meals that will be delivered 
to community members who prereg-
istered.

Delivery Program Supports 
Community

The delivery program has become a 
vital part of the dinner’s success. Once 
orders are placed, Brown and Peters 
verify the information, clean up the 
delivery lists, and create routes for 
volunteers to ensure the meals reach 
their destinations.

“A little over 2,300 meals are be-
ing delivered,” Peters said, noting the 
program’s growth, especially after 
in-person dining resumed post-COV-
ID-19.

Peters shared emotional stories 
from previous dinners, including 
one from a woman whose home had 
burned down just before Thanksgiv-
ing.

“She always had to provide Thanks-
giving for her family, but her house 
had burned down prior to that. She 
was living in a camper, but this was 
going to help her still provide food for 
her family,” Peters said.

Another story involved an elderly 
couple who consistently attended 
the dinner. “This year (the husband) 
called to let us know he is coming, 
that she wouldn’t be there, but that 
he wanted to come because they al-
ways enjoyed it,” Peters said. The 
man’s wife had recently passed away.

Promoting Literacy and Com-
munity

In addition to the meal, families 
with children under 12 received a 
copy of Charlie Brown Thanksgiving 
by Daphne Pendergrass. The Harvest 
Youth Board also promotes literacy 
year-round through events like Books 
and Bunnies in April, furthering 
their mission of fostering a healthy, 
connected community.

Contributed photos
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Hike the Tobacco Heritage Trail with DRBA
The Dan River Basin Associa-

tion (DRBA) invites you to hike the 
Tobacco Heritage Trail in South 
Boston, Virginia, on Saturday, De-
cember 7. The organization’s First 
Saturday Outing will take advan-
tage of the rail-to-trail with a 5.2-
mile round trip walk between South 
Boston and the Berry Hill Resort.

Participants will meet at 10 a.m. 
at the Cotton Mill Park trailhead, 
196 Railroad Avenue, South Boston, 
VA. The compacted crushed stone 
surface of the trail makes it an easy 
walk, and, like most rail trails, the 
path is relatively level.

The History of the Trail
DRBA enjoyed a preliminary walk 

on the rail bed back in 2008 before it 
was improved for hikers, bicyclists, 

and equestrians.
The pathway is clearly marked 

with the trail’s logo, a golden to-
bacco leaf in a red circle. The trail is 
part of a system planned ultimately 
to stretch 150 miles across South-
ern Virginia.

According to Tom McLaughlin of 
SoVaNow, the trail has “scenery 
that’s more subtle than spectacu-
lar” and “exudes an aura of peace.” 
A small clearing high on the river 
bank enables one to pause and con-
template the flowing waters of the 
Dan.

Closer to Berry Hill Resort is a 
duck impoundment habitat funded 
by the Game Commission and dedi-
cated to the memory of the late Big-
gie Hunt. Naturally, sightings of 

waterfowl are common here.
Construction of the trail was 

funded by the Virginia Department 
of Transportation along a former 
right of way of the Richmond Dan-
ville Spur Trail. At the old Halifax 
Cotton Mill, owned by the Town of 
South Boston, a botanical garden is 
planned for what will be Cotton Mill 
Park, near the trailhead.

Tobacco Heritage Trail Coordina-
tor Heather Susee recently met with 
interested volunteers in South Bos-
ton to establish a Halifax County 
chapter of “Friends of the Tobacco 
Heritage Trail.”

Participants in DRBA’s outing 
are asked to bring lunch and water. 
Dress in layers of synthetic fabric 
or wool, wear hiking boots or walk-
ing shoes, and be prepared for wind 
or rain. If desired, bring a walking 

stick or poles. All participants are 
asked to sign a waiver.

Directions
To reach the trailhead from the 

south, take US 58/US 360 to South 
Boston. Turn north onto US 501 
(Main Street). Continue onto Broad 
Street and cross the Dan River. 
Take the first left onto Factory 
Street. Take the second left onto 
Seymour Drive. Seymour Drive will 
cross, then parallel, the railroad. 
Turn right onto Railroad Drive into 
the parking lot near the trailhead.

From the north, take US 501 
(Halifax Road) to South Boston. 
Continue onto Wilborn Avenue for 
0.9 mile. Turn right onto Edmunds 
Street, and continue for 0.4 mile. 
Turn left onto Railroad Drive, and 
continue for 0.4 mile to the parking 
lot near the trailhead.

To Advertise Contact:  
Wendi Craig - 276-340-2445 or Ali Wall - 276-732-6083

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

DUCKS HYDRAULICS

DON’T DROWN IN HYDRAULICS - CALL DUCKS 
DONALD ROGERS  (276) 692-8020

CAN REPAIR ANY SIZE 
CYLINDERS HYDRAULIC 
MOTORS AND PUMPS

REPAIRS • ANY SIZE CYLINDERS • DUMP TRUCK CYLINDERS • TELESCOPIC 
CYLINDERS • HYDRAULIC MOTORS • HYDRAULIC PUMPS 

• VALVES • PNEUMATIC TOOLS • HYDRAULIC JACKS • TRANSMISSION JACKS 
• HYDRAULIC PRESSES • HYDRAULIC PORTA PACKS 

SERVICES • SEALS CAN BE CUSTOM MEASURED • CLYLINDER HONING • 
WELDING • MACHINE SHOP SERVICES • CYLINDER TESTED BEFORE 

CUSTOMER PICK-UP

Happy Holidays from 
Pa�ick County Tourism

Heating | Cooling | Electrical
hydroairsystems.net

Mechanical | Electrical | Generators
276.694.7308 • Cell: 276.692.7151

Joey Errichetti,
Owner

WE ARE THE LARGEST PROVIDER OF INVISALIGN.  
WE GET IT RIGHT!

Please check with us if you are considering this, even if you 
require to receive treatment in another area we will refer you 
to a practice that will provide you with quality care. 

There is a wide array of clear aligner treatment available, 
including di�erent levels of treatment quality even from 
Invisalign. Some don’t work too well.  We have retreated 
many hundreds of failures. We wish we had seen them �rst.

We see multiple clear aligner patients every hour and 
have a great momentum of experience.  Call Today!

We Wish You & Your Family, Safe & Happy Holiday!!

MARTINSVILLE LOCATION
25 CLEVELAND AVE., SUITE E, MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 638-8888  •  DAVIDJONESORTHODONTICS.COM

Collinsville Farm Market 
3585 Virginia Avenue  | Collinsville, VA

276-647-1166 

Custom Made Gift Baskets
Fresh Apples & Citrus

Christmas Treats
Jams, Jellies & Nuts

 Fresh Cut!

2890 Fork Mountain Road  |  Bassett VA 24112  |  danielsautoglass.com   

When Only the Best Will Do!

Contact Our Team to Schedule an Appointment Today!
Auto Glass (540) 489-4013  |  Tint (540) 493-9790

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

Courtesy of DRBA


