
Holiday Extravaganza 
Brings Christmas Cheer and 
Reflection to P&HCC Stage
By Jessia Dillon
The festive sounds 

of Christmas will fill 
the Walker Fine Arts 
Theatre at Patrick & 
Henry Community 
College as the annual 
Holiday Extravaganza 
takes center stage. The 
production, a dazzling 
revue of holiday music 
and dance, is brought 
to life by performers 
from the Ray Holling-
sworth Dance and Arts 
Studio, featuring vi-
brant costumes and be-
loved holiday classics.

The show offers au-
diences a mix of joy 
and reflection, divided 
into two distinct acts. 

“Act one for us is all 
about the happy things 
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Piedmont Regional 
Criminal Justice Academy 
Graduates 20 New Officers
By Jessica Dillon
The Piedmont Regional Crimi-

nal Justice Academy celebrated the 
graduation of 20 officers on Novem-
ber 27 as part of its 41st class. The 
ceremony, held at the New College 
Institute (NCI), marked the culmi-
nation of 11 weeks of rigorous train-
ing. Among the graduates, one of-
ficer will join the Martinsville City 
Sheriff’s Office, while 12 will bolster 
the ranks at the Henry County jail. 
Another group of officers is set to 
graduate on December 12.

Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martinsville, 
attended the ceremony to commend 
the graduates on their dedication 
to public safety. “It takes a special 
individual to serve in any law en-
forcement position,” Phillips said. 
“You’ve proven to your instructors 
that you’ve got the skills, courage, 
and judgment to graduate from this 
program.”

Phillips, who serves on the House 
Public Safety Committee, empha-

sized his commitment to supporting 
law enforcement officers through 
thoughtful legislation. He shared 
insights from his role, highlighting 
how the committee strives to ad-
dress the challenges officers face 
daily.

“My goal is to make your jobs eas-
ier and safer to complete,” Phillips 
said, noting he had recently sought 
feedback from local sheriffs and po-
lice chiefs on potential legislation. 
One measure under consideration 
involves surveillance policies. “It 
could possibly make your jobs more 
difficult, and if it does, I’m not go-
ing to carry that kind of legislation 
because what you do is important.”

Phillips concluded his address by 
expressing gratitude for the gradu-
ates’ willingness to serve. “We need 
more men and women like you who 
are willing to stand up and do the 
brave, difficult work in our commu-
nities,” he said.

Bassett Volunteer Fire 
Department purchases new 
ladder truck after 30 years
By Taylor Boyd
The Bassett Volun-

teer Fire Department 
unveiled its newly ac-
quired ladder truck 
during the Nov. 22 
Henry County Board of 
Supervisors meeting, 
marking a significant 
upgrade after retiring 
its 30-year-old prede-
cessor.

Fire Chief Junior 
Lynch credited the 
acquisition to finan-
cial support from the 
county and state. “The 
board financed $1 mil-
lion for the new truck,” 
Lynch said. “Then we 
received some state 
funds that we receive 
on a basis to buy fire 
trucks. It was our turn 
to receive those, which 
was about $220,000, 
so it ended up being a 
little over $1.2 million, 
and the truck came in 

right at $1,180,000.
The remaining funds 

went toward equipping 
the truck to meet Na-

tional Fire Protection 
Agency (NFPA) stan-
dards. “They have a 

Salvation Army Brings Holiday 
Cheer with Bell-Ringing Tradition

By Jessica Dillon
Each holiday season, 

the Salvation Army of 
Martinsville stations 
volunteers and paid 
workers across the 
area to ring bells and 
collect donations in 
their iconic red kettles. 
This longstanding tra-
dition, which began in 
San Francisco in 1891 
and added the familiar 
bell in 1900, supports 
families and individu-
als in need during the 
holidays.

In the Martinsville-
Henry County area, 
bell ringers can be 
found at popular shop-
ping locations, includ-
ing Kroger, Walmart, 
Food Lion, and Belk, 
capturing the attention 
of holiday shoppers.

The organization 
enlists volunteers 
through an online reg-
istration system, filling 
multiple time slots for 
bell ringing. For those 
seeking paid opportu-
nities, the organization 
also hires a limited 
number of workers.

“If you would like to 
get paid to ring the bell 
full-time or part-time, 
you’d just have to come 
into our office to ap-
ply,” said Tekela Redd, 

service center director 
for the local service 
center.

Redd noted that the 
paid positions primar-
ily appeal to retirees 
or others with flexible 

schedules. “We have a 
lot of older community 
members who are will-
ing to come in. They 
are on fixed incomes, 
and this is a way for 
them to bring in a little 

A Salvation Army bell ringer stationed outside a local retailer 
invites donations. (Contributed photos)

Spencer-Penn Centre Hosts First 
Christmas Extravaganza

By Jessica Dillon
The Spencer-Penn 

Centre is bringing 
the holiday spirit to 
life with its inaugural 
Christmas Extrava-
ganza on December 13. 
The large-scale event, 
designed to spread fes-
tive cheer, will feature 
a variety of activities 
for families, local ven-
dors, and live music.

“It’s going to be 
a great evening of 
Christmas fun,” said 
Susan Sabin, the cen-
ter’s executive direc-
tor. Inspired by a 
conversation with the 
board president about 
their shared love for 
Christmas, Sabin said 
the event aims to re-
vive holiday traditions 
once celebrated at the 

The MASH 4-H Club won the first Christmas Decorating 
Competition. The event has since become an annual 
tradition. (Contributed).

Pat Beam, the inspiration 
for Devin Pendleton’s 
enduring Christmas spirit. 
(Contributed)

 (See P&HCC p. 5)

 (See Christmas p. 4)

 (See Basset p. 3)

 (See New Officers p. 2)

 (See Salvation Army p. 3)

The 41st class poses for a commemorative photo following the ceremony at New College 
Institute.
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New Officers
(cont. from page 1)

(cont. from page 1)
Axton Elementary Students Celebrate DARE Program Graduation

More than 40 Ax-
ton Elementary 
School students took 
an important step in 
making responsible 
choices and fostering 
positive relationships, 
by recently complet-
ing the Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education 
(DARE) program.

The program, taught 
by local law enforce-

ment officers, aims 
to educate students 
about the dangers of 
drug use, bullying, 
and other risky be-
haviors, while equip-
ping them with strate-
gies to make safe and 
healthy decisions. At 
Axton Elementary, 
students celebrated 
their achievement, 
hard work and the 

skills they have 
gained.

The DARE curricu-
lum has evolved over 
the years to address 
modern challenges 
faced by young people, 
including social media 
safety, managing peer 
pressure, and foster-
ing mental health 
awareness. The pro-
gram, a collaborative 

effort between schools 
and law enforcement, 
has been a staple in 
communities across 
the country for de-
cades. Its success re-
lies on partnerships 
with educators, par-
ents, and local leaders 
who share a commit-
ment to empowering 
young people.

As the graduates 

look ahead to new 
challenges, the foun-
dation they’ve built 
through DARE will re-
main a resource they 
can rely on. For many, 
it marks the begin-
ning of a lifelong com-
mitment to making 
positive choices and 
contributing to their 
communities. (Con-
tributed photos)

Sgt. Darrell Wilson also addressed the gradu-
ates, urging them to carry their determination 
and perseverance into their careers. “I encour-
age each and every one of you to take the same 
tenacity, palatability, and desire to go forward 
and achieve that you presented for the last 11 
weeks,” Wilson said. “Be proud of this moment.”

Wilson praised the academy for its dedication 
to producing capable officers and noted its posi-
tive growth trajectory.

Class president Jason Berry echoed these sen-
timents, offering a message of empowerment to 
his peers. “Let today be a reminder that change 
is possible,” Berry said. “Each of you has the 
power to shape your own narrative. There will 
be challenges ahead, but remember that you are 
equipped to handle them.” 

As the graduates embark on their careers, 
their training and commitment to public safety 
stand as a testament to their hard work and re-
silience. The Piedmont Regional Criminal Jus-
tice Academy continues to prepare new classes 
of officers, ensuring a strong future for law en-

forcement in the region.
The 41st class of graduates and their assign-

ments include: 
Patrick County Sheriff’s Office: Christopher 

Pilson
Pittsylvania County Sheriff’s Office: Ahyoncis 

Graves
Danville Sheriff’s Office: Grayson Cassell, Ka-

vell Fitzgerald, Valerie Jennings, Lisa Richard-
son, Riley Via

Martinsville City Sheriff’s Office: DaiZhawn 
Giggetts

Henry County Sheriff’s Office: Curtiss Amos, 
Jason Berry, Samuel Edwards, Martin Falloon, 
James Foley II, Brian Grigg, Samuel Haskew, 
Scott Marlowe, Daniel Nagel, Michael Nowak, 
Kenneth Parcell III, and Saylor Pruitt.

Del. Eric Phillips addresses the 41st graduating class of 
the Piedmont Regional Criminal Justice Academy.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Bassett
(cont. from page 1)

Salvation Army
(cont. from page 1)

(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired 
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)
Meetings

Monday, December 9
Martinsville City School Board Meeting, 6 

p.m., Martinsville School Board Office, 746 In-
dian Trail, Martinsville.

Events

Friday, December 6
Holiday Extravaganza, 7 p.m., P&HCC 

Walker Fine Arts Theatre, 645 Patriot Ave, 
Martinsville.

Drive Thru Nativity Scene, 6:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m., Fort Trial Baptist Church, 170 Oak Level 
Road, Stanleytown.

Book sale, hosted by the Friends of the Blue 
Ridge Regional Library, in the basement of the 
main branch, 310 E. Church St., Martinsville. 
The “Members Only” portion of the sale is Fri-
day, Dec. 6, 2-5 p.m. (those interested may join 
at the door), and Saturday’s sale, 9:30 a.m.-2 
p.m. on Dec. 7, is open to the public. Civil war, 
children’s books, and puzzles are among those 
highlighted, with a special sale on shelved 
hardback and paperback fiction-buy 2/get 1 
free. Each group of 3 must be either hardback 
or all paperback. All proceeds go back into the 
library system. 

Saturday, December 7
Holiday Extravaganza, 1 p.m. and 6 p.m., 

P&HCC Walker Fine Arts Theatre, 645 Patriot 
Ave, Martinsville.

Holiday Fun Run, 9 a.m., Martinsville Speed-
way, 340 Speedway Rd, Ridgeway.

Drive Thru Nativity Scene, 6:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m., Fort Trial Baptist Church, 170 Oak Level 
Rd, Stanleytown.

Sunday, December 8
Roanoke Symphony Holiday Pops, 3 p.m., 

Martinsville High School Auditorium. David 
Stewart Wiley conducts the Holiday Pops. Lob-
by and box office will open at 1 p.m., the audito-
rium opens at 2 p.m., and the concert begins at 
3 p.m. Altrusa will collect non-perishable food 
items for Grace Network in the lobby during 
the symphony’s performance. Tickets are on 
sale for $30 for reserved seating, $20 for gener-
al admission, and $10 for K-12 students. Fam-
ily or individual adult WIC cardholders with 
ID receive free general admission. Tickets can 
be purchased online or at PiedmontArts.org.

Monday, December 9
Smith River Singers’ highly anticipated 

Christmas Concert is this Monday, Dec. 9, at 7 
p.m. at the Galilean House of Worship, 5078 A 
L Philpott Hwy, Martinsville. This year’s cen-
terpiece is Handel’s Messiah, performed with 
a full orchestra, professional soloists, and local 
students from Bassett High School as part of 
the orchestra. 

Wednesday, December 11
Holiday Citizens Police Academy, 8 a.m. to 

4 p.m., Piedmont Regional Criminal Justice 
Training Academy, 1024 Dupont Road, Mar-
tinsville.

First ever Christmas Extravaganza, Spencer 
Penn Centre, 5-9 p.m. Free admission and free 
photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus. More than 
20 vendors. Live music, tree lighting, other ac-
tivities. 

Saturday, December 14
The 10th Annual Brenda Riggins Memorial 

Christmas Blood Drive with the American Red 
Cross, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Stanleytown El-
ementary School Gymnasium, 74 Edgewood 
Drive, Stanleytown. Walk-ins are welcome, but 
appointments have priority. You may sched-
ule an appointment by contacting the Ameri-
can Red Cross at 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or online at www.redcrossblood.org, 
Sponsor Code: Brenda, or in the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App.   

ONGOING

Uptown Pub Run, every Monday at 6.p.m., 
meets at Renewal Brewing 32 Franklin St, 
Martinsville. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific 
Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, 
Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 
a.m. The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for chil-
dren under 12. All you can eat sausage, fried 
bologna, eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, 
made from scratch biscuits, made to order pan-
cakes, coffee and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music 
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play 
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to 
a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel mu-
sic by different bands each week. If you want, 
bring a snack to share. This event is free to the 
public. Any donations received will go to the 
Bassett Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of 
Natural History and the Henry County YMCA 
with your library card. The passes are good for 
one day and exclude special events. There is a 
wait period before you can check out the pass 
again. For more details and exclusions, visit 
brrl.lib.va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public 
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New 
members are welcome. For more information, 
please call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center 
offers free in-house and online classes to help 
prepare for college, career, or earn your high 
school equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-
9585.

list of equipment for that truck that’s required 
to meet their standards,” Lynch explained, not-
ing the purchase of tools like power saws and 
water supply appliances.

The department received the new truck just 
over two weeks ago. While it has responded to 
one call since its arrival, it has not yet been 
used for active firefighting. “It was a structure 
fire that we didn’t need to use it, but it is in ser-
vice now,” Lynch said.

The previous ladder truck, purchased in 
1986, had become costly to maintain, with ap-
proximately $75,000 spent on repairs over the 
past decade. Lynch expressed confidence in the 
reliability and advanced technology of the new 
truck.

“It was getting to the age where it wasn’t real-
ly reliable. Now we have a truck that has more 
modern technology, and of course it has a war-
ranty that will cover anything that happens in 
the next few years,” Lynch said. He added that 
warranties on various components range from 
one year to as many as 10 years.

Lynch expressed gratitude to Henry County 
for its role in securing the new vehicle. “Hope-
fully, the new ladder truck will last as long as 
the other one. Hopefully, it lasts 30 years,” he 
said.

The previous ladder truck, funded by contri-
butions from local businesses such as Bassett-
Walker, Bassett Furniture, Stanley Furniture, 
and Hooker Furniture, cost $286,000 in 1986. 
Today, prices have surged dramatically.

“It’s crazy,” Lynch said. “Since we took deliv-
ery of this truck, when we signed the contract 
three years ago, it was $1.2 million. To get the 
same truck today is about $2.2 million or $2.3 
million. It’s almost doubled in price in three 
years. It’s mind-blowing.”

Despite efforts to sell the old truck through a 
dealer, it remained unsold for a year. Instead, it 
was sold to a local metal recycler who now uses 

it in the salvage yard.
“We hated for it to go to a salvage yard, but 

they are getting some use out of it,” Lynch said.

Members of the Henry County Board of Supervisors and the Bassett Volunteer Fire Department pose with the newly 
acquired ladder truck after the Nov. 22 meeting.

Bassett Volunteer Fire Department’s new ladder truck, 
valued at $1.2 million, replaces a 1986 model.

Joe Bryant of the Collinsville District gives a thumbs-up as 
he inspects the new truck’s ladder.

extra money for the holidays,” she said. Bell 
ringers typically work from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
with about six paid workers assisting the team 
of volunteers.

The campaign runs through the week before 
Christmas, raising funds for the organization’s 
various programs. “The funding goes toward our 
programs—our social services, our food, and our 
Angel Tree,” Redd explained. She added that a 
portion of the funds is allocated to disaster re-
lief efforts.

Beyond ringing the bell, the Salvation Army 
welcomes canned food and monetary donations. 
“That funding is needed during the holidays to 
help those who get put out of their homes dur-
ing the holidays or get their lights turned off,” 
Redd said.

The organization is still seeking volunteers 
who can dedicate a few hours to bell-ringing 
shifts.

The Salvation Army’s efforts extend beyond 
the red kettles. Recently, the organization host-
ed a Thanksgiving dinner and provided space 
for the MHC Warming Shelter to operate inde-
pendently.

“Our location is a resource center,” Redd said, 
emphasizing that anyone in need of assistance 

can visit or call for support.
The Salvation Army operates as a Christian 

organization, aiming to spread the message of 
Jesus Christ through acts of charity and com-
munity service. 

For more information or to volunteer, stop by 
the resource center, call (276) 638-7259, or sign-
up online at Registertoring.com.

Volunteers and staff work on the holiday donation drive.

Red kettles and bells have become symbols of holiday 
giving since 1891.
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Final Conclusions
At the first “In conclu-

sion”, my heart leapt with 
relief.

Eighteen minutes later 
and the third time the 
preacher said “In conclu-
sion”, my heart sank in 
despair.

You can only take 
so many false starts of 
when a boring sermon is about to end 
before you feel like you’ll go insane.

And there still were a few more “In 
conclusions” to go that day.

I’ve sat through many a boring ser-
mon in my time. We all have. It’s part 
of life.

The preacher can’t be expected to 
hit a home run at every ballgame. 
Some sermons have you at the edge of 
the pew, hands clenched, tears well-
ing, heart swaying. Others are a regu-
lar sort of good or entertaining.

That’s OK.
And there are guest speakers now 

and then. Sometimes they’re great 
and get you all riled up for the bet-
ter. Sometimes their level of delivery 
is -- well, to put it nicely, their ser-
mons have the great advantage of 
really making you not take your own 
preacher so much for granted. 

Then there was what my daughter 
and I sat through a few weeks back. 
The preacher was one of those yelling 
preachers, and usually a yelling ser-
mon can be pretty entertaining, but 
this one was just plain loud.

How is it that words can just keep 
coming at you and coming at you and 
coming at you but yet even in the 
midst of the sermon you can’t quite 
recall what it’s about?

Why is it that the people who have 
the least to say take the longest to say 
it?

It’s one of the tests of life: How out-
wardly we can project a look of inter-
est, courtesy and even inspiration 
while inside we are shriveling up in 
tedium and frustration.

I faked it for as long as I possibly 
could until finally I just couldn’t take 
it anymore. I had to do something to 
pass the time or I’d never make it out 
of church. So I did the only thing that 
is acceptable to do in church: I opened 
the Bible and began to read. 

I read Revelations, because it al-
ways comes through in a pinch when 

you need a little fun.
Yet I kept sneaking glances at my 

teenage daughter. She was doing 
everything right: sitting attentively 
with a polite look of interest on her 
face.

Each time I glanced over there, I 
was impressed.

“If she makes it until the end of 
church, I’m going to give her $20,” I 
told myself.

Even as I was ashamed at myself 
for not being able to sit through it, I 
was impressed by her.

At the end of church (the guest 
preacher ran over by 25 minutes - no 
surprise there), I stealthily passed her 
a $20 bill.

“What’s that for?” she asked.
“For keeping your composure and 

paying attention throughout that en-
tire never-ending sermon,” I replied.

“But that’s what you’re supposed to 
do in church,” she answered.

Wow! All my years of training, and 
of forcing when she claimed not to be 
in the mood, had come to fruition. She 
was a good girl; I was a proud mama.

“You earned it this time!” I said, ex-
plaining how I had come up with the 
plan to pay her $20.

She took it with a chuckle.
Now and then, a topic legitimately 

does require a whole lot of explana-
tion of details to get everything put 
together in just the right way.

But most topics are more power-
ful if they are short and to the point. 
Wow your audience with something 
profound, then say goodbye before the 
rest gets so boring that the impact of 
the great part is overshadowed by te-
dium.

Throughout the years I have jotted 
down the names of really excellent 
preachers worth making the effort to 
hear again.

This time, for the first time ever, I 
jotted down that preacher’s name to 
remember - to avoid.

My Trip to Azerbaijan in Defense of Coal 
and American Fossil Fuel Innovation

As we approach the 
end of the year, mul-
tiple foreign summits 
gather and deliberate.

The Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Summit took 
place in Peru, where 
President Biden and 
China’s President Xi 
Jinping were in at-
tendance. APEC is a 
partnership focused 
on economic growth 
in the Pacific and re-
gional integration of 
the member country’s 
economies.

President Biden 
then visited Brazil 
for the G20 Leaders’ 
Summit, along with 
the leaders of the 19 
member countries, 
the African Union and 
the European Union. 
These forums serve as 
opportunities to dis-
cuss economic issues 
related to trade and 
international develop-
ment finance.

Biden held no press 
conferences at the 
summits, and he was 
left out of a photo with 
G20 world leaders due 
to “logistical issues.”

Outside of Latin 
America, a different 
summit was also tak-
ing place.

The small Cauca-
sian country of Azer-
baijan, situated on 
the Caspian Sea and 
tucked north of Iran 
and south of Rus-
sia, served as host to 
COP29, the United 
Nations (UN) climate 
change conference.

I participated in a 
Congressional del-
egation to COP29 to 
advocate for strength-
ened American energy 
leadership and inform 
the world of leading 
technologies we have 
here at home in Amer-
ica that can be models 
for other countries to 
use as the world will 
continue to rely on fos-
sil fuels well into this 
century.

Of the seven of us 
who attended repre-
senting the United 
States House, I came 
as the only represen-
tative from a district 
with heavy ties to coal.

In a featured press 
conference, the del-
egation stressed 
emissions reduction 
solutions that do not 
sacrifice American in-

novation, economic 
development, or na-
tional security.

Following the press 
conference, a radical 
activist approached 
me at the dais and ac-
cused me of being a 
traveling salesman for 
American fossil fuels!

If she had added 
American innovation 
for making it possi-
ble to use those fuels 
more effectively and 
cleanly, she would 
have been right.

Many environmen-
talists are unsatisfied 
with the world’s cli-
mate progress and ac-
cuse the United States 
of being a principal 
agent of greenhouse 
gas emissions.

I agree that we 
should mitigate car-
bon. But in the United 
States, we are em-
bracing technologies 
that reduce our emis-
sions.

U.S. carbon dioxide 
emissions from the 
energy sector have de-
clined by 14.5 percent 
since 2007.

Meanwhile, China 
continues its track 
record of being the 
world’s worst polluter. 
Their energy-related 
emissions increased 
by almost 80 percent 
between 2005 and 
2019, according to 
data from the Interna-
tional Energy Agency, 
an intergovernmental 
organization that fol-
lows the global energy 
sector.

What’s worse is 
countries like China 
and India are treated 
as developing coun-
tries thanks to outdat-
ed UN classifications. 
Accordingly, they are 
not obligated or ex-
pected to contribute 
to climate finance aid 
like the U.S. and Eu-
ropean powers do.

Further, under the 
Paris Accords, reached 
when COP met in Par-
is, China was allowed 

to continue increas-
ing its carbon dioxide 
emissions until 2030.

America leads in 
emissions reduction 
technologies, and the 
Ninth District is the 
home of innovative 
companies dedicated 
to capturing and miti-
gating carbon.

For example, Pu-
laski’s MOVA Tech-
nologies cultivates an 
accomplished team to 
produce innovative 
technologies related 
to advanced air emis-
sions filtration for nu-
merous substances.

MOVA received a 
grant from the U.S. 
Department of Agri-
culture to advance a 
project capturing am-
monia at poultry op-
erations.

CNX Resources of 
Tazewell County is 
removing methane 
directly from working 
coal mines, instead of 
flushing the methane 
directly into the atmo-
sphere.

Virginia Tech’s Proj-
ect CARDINAL is also 
exploring the feasibil-
ity of carbon dioxide 
storage in the region.

Later, as a part of 
COP29, I was a pan-
elist on a bipartisan 
nuclear energy panel.

Nuclear energy, 
when done right, en-
ables prosperity and 
helps counter climate 
risks a community 
may be facing.

This Congress, I 
supported the bipar-
tisan ADVANCE Act 
and voted to favorably 
report it out of the En-
ergy and Commerce 
Committee. The bill 
has now become law 
and will modernize 
America’s nuclear en-
ergy licensing policy 
with sweeping up-
dates.

Such updates in-
clude establishing 
more efficient permit-
ting for many types 
of traditional nuclear 
technologies and al-
lowing for new nuclear 
technologies like Kai-
ros Power’s Hermes 2 
Generation IV reactor 
in Oak Ridge, TN.

Appalachian Power 
Company recently an-
nounced plans to lo-
cate a small modular 
reactor in neighboring 
Campbell County.

Small modular re-
actors could be key 
nuclear pathways to 
provide more reliable, 
affordable and secure 
energy for major in-
dustrial development.

These solutions 
can help lower glob-
al emissions. I want 
to be sure that the 
United States pushes 
meaningful solutions, 
where we can lower 
our energy costs at 
home while cultivat-
ing appropriate stew-
ardship of the envi-
ronment.

Fo questions, con-
cerns, or comments, 
call (276) 525-1405, 
(540) 381-5671, or 
email by visiting  
www.morgangriffith.
house.gov.
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old school.
The festivities will include free 

photos with Santa Claus, a long-
standing tradition at the center. 
“We’ve always done something 
with Santa, and it’s been so well re-
ceived,” Sabin said.

The evening coincides with the 
center’s monthly music night, fea-
turing the Country Boys, who will 
perform at 6:30 p.m. in Alumni 
Hall. “They can come listen to the 
music and grab their dinner,” Sa-
bin added. Concessions, including 
hot dogs, will be available for pur-
chase.

Families can also shop for holiday 
gifts, as more than 20 local vendors 
will set up booths. Offerings will 
range from Tupperware and hand-
crafted holiday items to jewelry 
and other locally sourced goods. “It 
is mostly individuals selling made 
items, locally sourced items,” Sabin 
said.

To accommodate parents, a day-
care area will be set up in one of 
the classrooms, where children can 
enjoy crafts and snacks while their 
family shops.

The center will also host a blood 
drive during the event, starting at 4 

p.m. Donors will receive a gift card 
as a token of appreciation from the 
organizing organization.

Sweet treats and hot cocoa will 
be available for purchase from Sug-
ar Shack Sweets & Treats.

One of the event’s highlights will 
be Spencer-Penn’s first-ever tree 
lighting ceremony. “People will get 
to see our Christmas tree out on 
the courtyard for the first time,” 
Sabin said.

The lighting will follow a Christ-
mas tree decorating competition, 
where local businesses will vie for 
the top prize. Competitors include 
Lawless Welding and Wills on 
Wheels. The winning business will 
receive a deluxe sponsorship pack-
age for 2025, which includes their 
name on event flyers and other 
marketing perks.

The Christmas Extravaganza 
runs from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Admis-
sion is free for the public, though 
a $5 donation is required to enter 
the music night. Food and music 
admission are cash-only, but many 
holiday vendors will accept cards.

The Spencer-Penn Centre is lo-
cated at 475 Spencer Penn Road, 
Spencer, Virginia.

Nutrient management 
training set for January
The Virginia Department of Con-

servation and Recreation’s Nutri-
ent Management Program will of-
fer a two-part agriculture nutrient 
management training school in 
January. The school is for anyone 
interested in learning about the de-
velopment of agricultural nutrient 
management plans or how to be-
come a certified nutrient manage-
ment plan writer.

The first session, Jan. 9-10, is a 
lecture series by Virginia Tech pro-
fessors on soil science, soil fertility 
and crop production. The two-day 
soils and crop lecture series will be 
hosted through Microsoft Teams.

The second session, Jan. 14-16, 
will cover nutrient management 
plan writing using a case-study 
farm. The three-day plan writ-
ing training will be in-person at 
Brightpoint Community College in 

Midlothian, Virginia.
Each day will run from 9 a.m. 

until 4:30 p.m. Registration is $150 
for each session with a deadline of 
Dec. 30. Registration is available 
online at www.dcr.virginia.gov/
soil-and-water/nmtrain.

Nutrient management contin-
ues to be an important factor in a 
farmer’s decision-making process 
when considering application of 
materials to supply nutrients to 
crops and forages. Nutrient man-
agement plans determine rates for 
applying manure, fertilizers, bio-
solids and other soil amendments 
so that yields are maximized, and 
nutrient loss to ground and surface 
waters is minimized. Application 
rates are determined by a process 
using actual yield records or soil 
productivity when yield records are 
not available.
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The Toledo Allegory
For decades, Toledo, Ohio was 

the glass capital of the world. If you 
wanted a specific type or shape of 
glass that everyone else said was 
impossible to make, the glassmak-
ers in Toledo would figure out how 
to make it. 

In the early 2000s, the Toledo 
Museum of Art decided to add a 
new wing: the Glass Pavilion. The 
add-on would not only serve as a 
museum of glass art, but it would 
be a work of art itself, built from 
long, curving glass panels. 

There was just one problem: by 
the early 2000s, so much of Amer-
ica’s glass manufacturing had been 
outsourced overseas that no compa-
ny in Toledo had the capability to 
make the panels. And that is why 
If you decide to pay a visit to the 
Toledo Museum of Art Glass Pavil-
ion, a monument to Toledo’s rich 
history of innovation, you will find 
yourself surrounded by glass pan-
els made in Shahe, China, the new 
glass capital of the world. 

I first read this story back in 2006 
when the Glass Pavilion opened its 
doors. It’s been rattling around in 
my head ever since. It’s the perfect 
allegory of America’s shift from the 
post-war era into the global mar-
ketplace of the modern era. If you 
put it in a movie, critics would say 
it was too on-the-nose.

All of this leads us into the excit-
ing world of tariffs.

I realize that at this late date, 
talking about how tariffs work is a 
bit like a surgeon telling a woman 
that while he couldn’t save her hus-
band, he CAN tell her all about the 
species of bear that mauled him to 
death. Nevertheless, the form of 
the Destructor has been chosen, so 
let’s talk tariffs!

A tariff is a tax on the import or 
export of goods between countries. 
Tariffs aren’t a bad thing — in fact, 
they can be quite useful! But like 
any tool, they have to be used with 
care and precision. 

It’s true that President Joe Biden 
introduced some new tariffs while 
he was in office. A good example of 
this is his 100% tariff on Chinese 
electric vehicles. The premise of the 
tariff is that Chinese automakers 
are able to flood the market with 
low-priced EVs that would unfairly 
compete with domestic EVs, and 
the tariff is designed to discourage 
that. 

Is that good or bad? It’s good if 
you have a job in the U.S. auto in-
dustry; it’s bad if you want to buy 
a cheap Chinese car in the U.S. 
But what’s important to note is 
that Chinese auto manufacturers 
are not the ones being taxed. U.S. 
consumers are the ones being taxed 
— or, at the very least, being forced 
to buy a more expensive domestic 
product rather than a cheaper for-
eign product.

That’s all well and good if the do-
mestic product actually exists. It 
becomes a problem when it doesn’t. 

Let’s take a look at one of the 
most American products you can 
possibly buy: a pickup truck.

Every Ford F-150 is assembled in 
either Dearborn, Michigan or Kan-
sas City, Missouri. However, the 
components that make up an F-150 
come from all over. Most of the en-
gine options are made in the U.S., 
but the 3.5 liter EcoBoost power 
plant is made in Mexico. According 
to Ford, 50 percent of the compo-
nents in an F-150 are made in the 
U.S. and Canada; what percentage 
of those parts are made in which 
country is less clear, and which 
countries the remaining 50 percent 
of parts come from is also unclear. 
The Ford Maverick, meanwhile, is 
the one Ford truck completely man-
ufactured in Mexico.

What about Ram trucks? The 

Ram 1500 is assembled in Sterling 
Heights, Michigan, but the Ram 
2500 and 3500 are built in Saltillo, 
Coahuila, Mexico. 

If you look at any other American 
truck manufacturer, the story is 
largely the same: some trucks are 
assembled in the U.S., some are as-
sembled in Mexico, and all of them 
use components sourced from the 
U.S., Canada, Mexico, and parts 
unknown. 

So what would happen if Canada 
and Mexico were hit with massive 
tariffs? I’ll tell you what won’t hap-
pen: truck companies are not going 
to keep their prices the same just 
because they love their consumers 
so very much. Vehicle prices are go-
ing to increase.

The other thing that’s going to 
happen is that when domestic 
manufacturers see that consumers 
are willing to pay more for a rival’s 
product, they’re going to increase 
their own prices whether they’ve 
been impacted by tariffs or not. 
Why wouldn’t they? They’re leav-
ing money on the table otherwise.

We’ve already seen this with 
the pandemic and the skyrocket-
ing prices of goods due to “supply 
chain issues.” One would imagine 
those issues have largely resolved 
in the last four years, but prices 
at the grocery store haven’t gone 
down. Corporations have seen what 
the market is willing to bear, and 
they’re going to make us bear it. 

But maybe I’m wrong and domes-
tic products won’t increase in price. 
Then we can just buy domestic and 
the tariffs will work as intended!

Unfortunately, that’s bad news 
for coffee drinkers, since the only 
two places in the U.S. where you 
can grow coffee beans are Hawaii 
and Puerto Rico, and I expect pric-
es will go up as demand increases.

It’s also bad news for anyone who 
likes fruits and vegetables that 
aren’t corn or potatoes; the vast 
majority will only be available at 
limited times or entirely unavail-
able. 

It’s also bad news for anyone who 
likes buying consumer electronics. 
Get your big screen TV, Playsta-
tion, and iPhone while they’re still 
relatively cheap!

Oh, and if you wear clothes, you 
should probably either add to your 
wardrobe now or embrace the na-
turist lifestyle. 

Also, if you have any plans to use 
lumber, steel, petroleum, or any 
products derived from those things, 
it’s best to stock up now. 

I realize this column seems grim, 
and just lately, I can’t help but won-
der if I’m overreacting to our pres-
ent moment. To that end, I looked 
up the last time in American his-
tory that sweeping blanket tariffs 
were enacted on tens of thousands 
of consumer goods as part of a po-
litically-motivated policy of trade 
protectionism. 

Unfortunately, it was called the 
Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act of 1930 
and it’s considered one of the lead-
ing factors in the Great Depression.
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By Ben R. Williams

Correction
Ariel Johnson was listed with an incorrect title 

in last week’s edition. She is a supervisor for VA 
Harm Reduction with an official title of Director 

of Operations for the West Piedmont District. Her 
certifications are MSW and Supervisee in Clinical 

Social Work.

P&HCC
(cont. from page 1)
of Christmas. It’s Santa, it’s Ms. 
Claus, it’s Christmas movies, it’s 
tacky sweaters, it’s cookies, it’s all 
those things,” said Devin Pendle-
ton, coordinator of Campus Life 
and Fine Arts at P&HCC and di-
rector of the production.

Act two, however, delves into the 
more solemn side of the holiday 
season. “Folks have different asso-
ciations with the holidays. It makes 
us a little more nostalgic, it makes 
us think about our loved ones we 
really miss the most at Christmas 
time,” Pendleton explained.

A particularly poignant moment 
comes during a slideshow set to 
Mariah Carey’s “Miss You Most at 
Christmas Time.” Performers were 
invited to share personal photos of 
loved ones they are remembering 
this season, adding an emotional 
layer to the performance.

For Pendleton, the project is 
deeply personal. He honored his 
grandmother, Pat Beam—fondly 
known as Nanny—who served as 
a 911 dispatcher in Henry County. 
“Anytime I do holiday anything, 
I always lean into thinking about 
her the most. That’s where I think I 
developed such a strong love for the 
holiday,” Pendleton said.

This year’s Holiday Extravagan-
za was produced with just 13 re-
hearsals, a swift turnaround com-
pared to other shows by the P&HCC 
Patriot Players, who staged The 
Wizard of Oz and 9 to 5 earlier this 
year. “This is just another opportu-
nity after an otherwise busy season 
to cater to a different demographic 
in our community that has a more 

limited rehearsal schedule,” Pend-
leton said.

The production reflects a mix of 
Pendleton’s vision and input from 
the cast. “It’s a Christmas show 
if I kind of come up with it every 
year,” he said, adding he maintains 
a wish list, but caters songs to the 
actors. “We can kind of custom tai-
lor certain things and situations for 
people in our show as you can see 
on stage.”

Pendleton also played a key role 
in costuming the cast. He encour-
aged performers to embrace quirky 
holiday styles, including tacky 
sweaters and elaborate headpieces. 
“I asked actors to bring in things 
like their tacky sweater look and 
to have crazy headpieces because 
we haven’t done that,” he said. The 
sparkly costumes not only reflect 
the holiday spirit but also catch the 
theatre lights, enhancing the visu-
al appeal.

After leading the cast through 
rehearsals and participating in the 
Martinsville Henry County Christ-
mas Parade, Pendleton is looking 
forward to some well-earned down-
time. “I’m just looking forward to 
being at home with my cat and 
partner Jacob, wrapping all the 
Christmas presents, eating all the 
things, and getting fat and sassy,” 
he said with a laugh.

Performances of Holiday Extrav-
aganza will take place December 
4-6 at 7 p.m. and December 7 at 1 
p.m. and 6 p.m. at the Walker Fine 
Arts Theatre. Tickets are $20 in 
advance at www.phccpatriotplay-
ers.com/tickets or $25 at the door.

Giggetts welcomed 
to sheriff’s office

New city deputy DaiZhawn 
Giggetts recently completed his 
courses at the Piedmont Regional 
Criminal Justice Training Acad-
emy and was welcomed to the Mar-
tinsville Sheriff’s Office by Sheriff 
Steve Draper and other staff mem-
bers.

Giggetts also was named the re-
cipient of the Director’s Award, 
selected by staff. The award is con-
ferred upon the student believed to 
have met and exceeded all academy 
expectations while possessing a 
willing attitude and inspiring those 
around them. 

Martinsville Sheriff’s Deputy DaiZhawn 
Giggetts.

Martinsville Sheriff Steve Draper (right) was among the members of the Martinsville 
Sheriff’s Office to welcome Deputy DaiZhawn Giggetts (center). Giggetts recently 
completed training at the Piedmont Regional Criminal Justice Training Academy.

HCSO welcomes new 
deputies to the team

The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (HCSO) has added three new 
members to its ranks, welcoming 
Deputies Chase Robertson, Rod-
ney “Gage” Ragans, and Rolondo 
Gallegos. The new deputies were 
introduced by Sheriff Wayne Davis 
(second from right), who expressed 
confidence in their abilities and 
commitment to serving the commu-
nity.

“These outstanding individuals 
have already demonstrated their 
dedication to Henry County,” Da-

vis said, noting that the addition 
of these deputies is part of the of-
fice’s ongoing effort to enhance 
public safety and maintain strong 
relationships with the community. 
“We couldn’t be more excited to 
have them on board,” Davis said, 
adding the Henry County Sheriff’s 
Office remains committed to foster-
ing a safe and secure environment, 
and the addition of these deputies 
marks another step forward in 
achieving that goal.
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City authorities investigate 
Chatham Heights Road shooting

The Martinsville Police Department is investi-
gating a shooting that occurred on November 28. 
Officers responded to the 1300 block of Chatham 
Heights Road at approximately 7:52 p.m. after re-
ceiving reports of a shooting.

Upon arrival, officers discovered a 46-year-old 
Hispanic male suffering from a gunshot wound. 
The victim was transported to SOVAH Health of 
Martinsville. His current condition has not been 
disclosed.

A suspect was identified and detained at the 
scene. Investigators are working to process the 
area and interview witnesses to piece together the 
events leading to the shooting.

“At this time, we believe there is no further threat 
to the community,” police stated in a release.

The investigation is ongoing, and authorities are 
urging anyone with information about the incident 
to come forward.

If you have any information, contact Sgt. Harley 
Durham at (276) 403-5330 or Crime Stoppers at 
276-63CRIME (276-632-7463), the release stated.

Crime Stoppers is an anonymous tip line, and in-
dividuals providing information may be eligible for 
a reward of up to $2,500.

power move.

Safe Step. North Ameri-
ca’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-

prehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 

1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 

available. Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited Time Offer 

– up to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 

Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 

off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

LIVESTOCK SALES

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, 

tile, closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Refer-

ences. Bob Morehouse 
Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-

Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Forestry mulching, over-
grown property cleanup, 
bush-hogging, pasture 

& field reclamation, ATV 
& walking trails, hunting 
lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator work. 
Free estimates. Call 276-
229-9410 or Facebook 
Thomas Land Solutions 

LLC

Full and Part-time 
team drivers

Blue Ridge Aquaculture 
subsidiary is looking for 

dependable driver teams 
or drivers to be matched 

with another driver for 
dedicated NE routes. 

Driving couples or current 
teams are encouraged 
to apply. We have both 

full & part-time opportuni-
ties. Home every other 

night. CDL (Class A) and 
2 years of experience 

required. Must be at least 
21 years of age with a 

good driving record. Must 
be physically able to 

climb on tanker to facili-
tate securing and unload-
ing of product. Must have 

a valid US Passport or 
able to obtain one within 

90 days.
Excellent benefits pack-
age including medical, 

dental, vision, life, short 
term disability, long term 

disability, and 401K. 
Medical and vision insur-
ance for the employee 
is provided at no cost.
Apply online at www.

blueridgeaquaculture.
com, or call 276-632-
9440 to make an ap-
pointment to apply in 

person at 555 Industrial 
Park Drive, Ridgeway, VA 
24148 during office hours 

(M - F 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm). Pay: $90,000.00 

- $105,000.00 per year 
based on number of trips.

AUCTIONS
FIREARMS AUCTION. 

LIVE, ONLINE & PHONE 
BIDDING December 

13th 1pm & 14th 10am. 
Military, Modern, Sporting 
& Classic Firearms. www.

montroseauction.com. 478-
376-4559 Greensboro, GA. 

GAL 2006

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Win-

dows Installed! Starting at 
$350 Call 804-739-8207 
for More Details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters! 

FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac 

Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 

FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 

SERVICES

Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

HELP WANTED

LEGAL

BCIA CULPEPER 
SENIOR BULL SALE, 

Saturday, December 14, 
Noon, Culpeper Agricultural 
Enterprise, Culpeper, VA. 
Selling 80 Angus, Charo-
lais, Gelbvieh, Gelbvieh 
Balancer, Hereford, Sim-

mental and SimAngus bulls.  
Catalog 540-231-9159. 

Sale information available at 
www.virginiabcia.com. Sale 
available online at https://

www.liveauctions.tv/

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliver-

attorneyva.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mu-

tual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 

now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 
www.dental50plus.com/

virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-

216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, 

call 1-855-262-5564

LEGAL
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CL24000320-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
MARTINSVILLE CIRCUIT COURT
55 W CHURCH STREET, MARTINSVILLE VA 24112
HOLLEY NICHOLE WIMBISH v. MATTHEW STEPHEN WIMBISH 
The object of this suit is to:
TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE
It is ORDERED that MATTHEW STEPHEN WIMBISH appear at the 
above-named court and protect his interests on or before JANUARY 
30, 2025.

11/14/24

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
1130 1207

COUNTY OF HENRY
REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, the Henry 
County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on 
the following application December 17, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, 
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.
Case R-24-14 Jose Tiznado and Ma Rodriguez
The property is located at 37 Horsley Rd, in the Reed Creek District. 
The property is shown on Tax Map 5.8(10)B. The applicant is request-
ing the rezoning of approximately 0.23-acre from Commercial District 
B-1 to Mixed Residential District M-R. The property is occupied by a 
double wide structure that was previously used as a commercial office. 
The applicant wishes to bring the zoning into compliance for residen-
tial use and financing purposes.
The application for this request may be viewed in the Department of 
Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

 We are seeking a highly skilled and 
experienced Driver. You will be responsible 

for safely and e�ciently transporting clients 
to their destinations. This role requires a 
strong commitment to safety, excellent 
driving skills and a professional attitude. 
Contact (Jonwalter146@gmail.com) with 

resumes and cover letters.

Personal Driver Needed

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

Stay One Step Ahead of the Cold 
– Be Prepared for Winter’s Worst
As the holiday season approaches and winter 

takes hold, it’s important to be prepared for ex-
treme cold and unpredictable weather. FEMA 
Region 3 is encouraging individuals and com-
munities to embrace winter weather safety with 
the same care and attention they give to their 
seasonal celebrations.

The winter holidays bring joy and together-
ness, but preparing for them can also present 
unique challenges, from icy roads to severe cold 
spells. “I encourage everyone to incorporate pre-
paredness steps into the planning you are al-
ready doing for the holidays,” said FEMA Region 
3 Regional Administrator MaryAnn Tierney. 
“Personally, as I shop for my holiday groceries 
and gifts this year, I will be adding snacks, a 
lantern, and batteries to my list so my family is 
more prepared if we lose power in a storm.”

To help ensure a safe and memorable holiday 
season, here are key steps you can take to stay 
winter-ready and protect yourself, your family, 
and your home from the elements.

• Know Your Risk: Know the winter 
weather risks in your area. Pay attention to 
weather reports and storm warnings to prevent 
cold weather casualties and to stop the spread of 
illnesses like hypothermia, frostbite, flu & CO-
VID-19.

• Create a Winter Emergency Kit: Be pre-
pared for winter weather at home, at work and 
on the go. Create an emergency supply kit for 
your car. Include jumper cables, sand, a flash-
light, warm clothes, blankets, bottled water and 
non-perishable snacks. Keep a full tank of gas.

• Develop an Emergency Plan: Establish 
a clear and concise communications plan with 
your loved ones so you know how to get in touch 
in an emergency. Before a winter storm or drop 
in temperatures, check in on your neighbors and 
friends, especially older adults or others who 
may have unique needs, to help them prepare.

• Pay Attention and Stay Informed: Sign 
up for your community’s warning system. The 
Emergency Alert System and National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration Weather Radio 
also provide emergency alerts.

• Prepare Your Home: Winterize your 
home by insulating pipes, sealing drafts, and 
checking heating systems. Home heating is the 
second leading cause of home fires, and win-
ter is when most home fires occur. Ensure that 
heating sources are in good working condition. 
Install and test smoke alarms and carbon mon-
oxide detectors with battery backups. Taking 
these precautions can prevent emergencies and 
ensure a warm and safe living environment.

• Prepare to Travel Safe: If you must 
travel in bad weather, exercise extra caution on 
the road. Slowing down and stopping on icy sur-
faces takes more time, so extend your following 
distance to 5-6 seconds instead of the usual 3-4. 
Always carry a winter emergency kit in your ve-
hicle and stay informed about current road con-
ditions.

As you're preparing this winter, follow along 
with FEMA’s #WinterReady campaign and 
FEMA Region 3 on X, LinkedIn, and Nextdoor, 
for more preparedness tips and resources.
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Tis the Season of Giving

Charles Williams, owner of Williams Auction 
Co., LLC, presented a $1,000 check to each or-

ganization pictured to support their continued 
volunteer work in the Community.

Fieldale Heritage
Jane Eggleston - Fieldale Heritage
Charles Williams – of Williams Auction Co.
John Garland - President Fieldale Heritage

Fieldale Volunteer Fire Department
Charles Williams – of Williams Auction Co.
Sharon Gilbert - Fieldale Volunteer Fire Department

Horsepasture Volunteer Fire Department & Horsepasture 
Volunteer Rescue Squad
Joel Barnes - Treasurer of Horsepasture Volunteer Fire 
Dept.
Charles Williams – of Williams Auction Co.
William Martin - President of Horsepasture Volunteer 
Rescue Squad

Nominations open for the 
24th annual Jack Dalton 

Community Service Award 
Nominations are now being ac-

cepted for the 24th annual Jack 
Dalton Community Service Award, 
which honors a Henry County resi-
dent who exemplifies outstanding 
community service.

The award commemorates Jack 
Dalton, who served on the Henry 
County Board of Supervisors for 
more than 24 years and was the 
board’s chairman at the time of his 
death on May 24, 2000.

Nominees should demonstrate 
significant volunteer efforts and ac-
tive involvement in improving the 
quality of life in Henry County. The 
service being recognized must have 
occurred during the 2024 calendar 
year.

All nomination forms must be 
submitted by 12 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 31, 2024. Forms can be sub-
mitted online or downloaded and 

returned to the County Adminis-
trator’s Office. Details and forms 
are available at henrycountyva.
gov.

The award recipient will be hon-
ored during the January meeting of 
the Henry County Board of Super-
visors.

Previous award winners include 
Dr. Calvin Rains, Bill Adkins, Clay 
Campbell, Mary McGee, Charlie 
Bradshaw, Bob Petty, Thurman 
Echols, Nancy Bradshaw, Mary 
Jordan, Pat Ross, Claude Cobler, 
Beatrice Bullard, Barry Nelson, J. 
Smith Chaney, Jr., Paul Kennedy, 
Bob Norris, John Thomas “Smokey” 
Pegram, James L. Franklin, Jr., Dr. 
Joseph DeVault, Charlie “Junior” 
Lynch, Jr., H. William Martin, Joel 
Barnes, and all of the local front-
line healthcare workers in 2020.

The 2024 Jack Dalton Community Service Award  
Nomination Form (Deadline for nominations is December 31, 2024) 

(please print or type)

You may be contacted by County staff if additional information is needed. Thank you for 
taking the time to bring your nominee’s contributions to the attention of the Henry County 
Board of Supervisors. 

Nominee:

Address:

Phone: 

Email: 

Your name: Address: 

Phone:  Email:

PLEASE MAKE YOUR NOMINATION IN THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW. THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR INTEREST IN HENRY COUNTY! 

Your signature________________________________Date________________

Please return applications to the County Administrator's Office at P.O. Box 7, 3300 Kings 
Mountain Road, Collinsville, VA 24078. 

P&HCC’s Brian Henderson 
Named to Inaugural NACDA 
Good Works Team Committee
Patrick & Henry Community 

College (P&HCC) is celebrating a 
significant achievement as Brian 
Henderson, Assistant Vice Presi-
dent and Athletic Director, has 
been named to the inaugural All-
state National Association of Colle-
giate Directors of Athletics (NAC-
DA) Good Works Team Committee. 
This recognition highlights Hen-
derson’s dedication to leadership, 
advocacy, and the holistic develop-
ment of student-athletes.

The Allstate NACDA Good Works 
Team represents a new chapter in 
celebrating the off-field contribu-
tions of college athletes. Building 
on the tradition of the Allstate 
AFCA Good Works Team, which 
has honored football players since 
1992, this initiative expands to rec-
ognize 60 exceptional student-ath-
letes annually across all sports and 
collegiate divisions.

The committee, composed of nine 
members, will select 20 student-
athletes—10 male and 10 female—
from winter, spring, and fall sports 
each season. These honorees will 
be recognized for their commitment 
to community service, academic 
achievement, and athletic excel-
lence.

Henderson joins a distinguished 
panel of representatives from 
across collegiate athletics, includ-
ing:

*Ross Bjork (Ohio State) – Divi-
sion I

*Etienne Thomas (Winston-Sa-
lem State) – Division II

*Natalie Winkelfoos (Oberlin) – 
Division III

*Reagan Rossi (College of Idaho) 
– NAIA

*Brian Henderson (Patrick & 
Henry CC) – JC/CC

*Dan Guerrero – NACDA Past 
President

*Sam Acho – ESPN

*Holly Rowe – ESPN
*Dan Keats – Allstate
“This is a tremendous honor, and 

I am humbled to serve alongside 
such distinguished colleagues on 
the Allstate NACDA Good Works 
Team Committee,” said Henderson. 
“Community service and student-
athlete development have always 
been at the center of my philosophy 
as an athletics director, and I am 
thrilled to contribute to this impor-
tant initiative that shines a light 
on the incredible work being done 
by student-athletes across all divi-
sions.”

Henderson’s involvement reflects 
his steadfast commitment to ad-
vancing student-athlete success 
at Patrick & Henry Community 
College. His leadership on the se-
lection committee also positions 
P&HCC’s athletics program as a 
leader in fostering service and ex-
cellence within collegiate sports.

The first class of Allstate NACDA 
Good Works Team honorees will be 
announced in 2025, spotlighting 
student-athletes whose service ef-
forts uplift communities nation-
wide.

For more information about 
the Allstate NACDA Good Works 
Team, visit www.nacda.org.

Stinnett to lead local housing 
nonprofit as organization joins forces 
with The Fuller Center for Housing
The local affordable housing 

organization, formerly operating 
as Habitat for Humanity, has of-
ficially transitioned to become a 
covenant partner of The Fuller 
Center for Housing. Now known 
as The Fuller Center for Housing 
of Martinsville-Henry County, 
the nonprofit remains committed 
to its mission of providing sim-
ple, decent, and affordable homes 
for families in need.

Founded in 2005 by Millard 
and Linda Fuller, The Fuller 
Center for Housing is headquar-
tered in Americus, Georgia. The 
couple previously founded Habi-
tat for Humanity in 1976. The 
Fuller Center emerged as a re-
affirmation of the grassroots, 
Christian principles that guided 
their initial affordable housing 
movement in the early 1970s. 
Millard Fuller, a 1996 Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom recipient, 
passed away in 2009, but Linda 
Fuller remains an active force in 
the organization. David Snell, a 
long-time collaborator and friend 
of the Fullers, currently serves 
as president.

The Fuller Center operates 
with a commitment to transpar-
ency and accountability, as evi-
denced by its 100% rating from 
Charity Navigator and Guid-
eStar’s highest-level Platinum 
rating. The organization builds 

Beth Stinnett was tapped to lead The Fuller 
Center for Housing of Martinsville-Henry 
County.

and repairs homes in more 
than 70 communities across the 
United States and 20 countries 
worldwide. Homeowners actively 
participate in the building pro-
cess, contributing sweat equity 
alongside volunteers and repay-
ing the cost of materials through 
affordable, interest-free agree-
ments. Funds are reinvested into 
the community to support addi-
tional housing projects.

Houston Stutz, president of 
The Fuller Center for Housing 
of Martinsville-Henry County, 
emphasized that the decision to 
partner with The Fuller Center 
aligns with a desire to focus on 
local leadership.

“The Fuller Center believes 
that local leaders are in the best 
position to decide what our com-
munity needs and the most ef-
fective ways to address those 
needs,” Stutz said. “They pro-
vide assistance and expertise 
while we promise to adhere to 
the simple, grassroots, Christian 
principles that guide the work. 
Locally, our work will not appear 
any different, but we believe this 
transition will allow us to be 
more productive and maximize 
the generosity of our support-

ers.”
In addition to this transition, 

the organization has announced 
the appointment of Martinsville 
native Beth Stinnett as its new 
executive director. With a degree 
in Human Services and a pas-
sion for serving others, Stinnett 
brings more than 20 years of ex-
perience in human services and 
interpersonal work.

“I feel incredibly blessed for 
this opportunity and I look for-
ward to seeing what all God does 
through me,” Stinnett said.

The Fuller Center relies on sup-
port from private donors, busi-
nesses, and churches to make 
homeownership a reality for 
families in need. Donations can 
be sent to 932 Starling Avenue, 
Martinsville, VA 24112. Any do-
nation, large or small, will help 
with the next Fuller home. 

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, all 
contributions go directly to-
ward building and rehabilitating 
homes in the community.

For more information on the 
Fuller Center for Housing, con-
tact Stinnett at (276) 638-6484 
or visit www.fullercenter.org/
martinsville-henry.
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Banjorama set for Saturday

The annual Sammy Shelor’s Ban-
jorama hosted by the Patrick Coun-
ty Music Association (PCMA) will 
be held Saturday, December 14.

The event, which is held in part-
nership between PCMA and the 
Patrick County Tourism Depart-
ment, will be in the Patrick County 
High School (PCHS) Auditorium 
with doors opening at 5 p.m. The 
music will begin at 6 p.m. 

The show is sponsored by Hop-
kins Lumber, according to PCMA 
President Denny Alley, who added 
admission will be free. 

“It’s their (Hopkins) annual 
Christmas party to the county,” he 
said.

The Lonesome River Band, a con-
temporary bluegrass group, will be 
the feature act. 

The band, which was formed in 
Meadows of Dan, has released 15 
recording projects since its forma-
tion in 1982. The current six-piece 
band is led by Shelor, a Virginia 
Country Hall of Fame member and 
a five-time International Bluegrass 
Music Association Banjo Player of 
the Year recipient.

Shelor’s “had that band, I don’t 
know, 40 years. A long time,” Alley 
said.

About a dozen other banjo play-
ers will also take the stage during 
the show.

Teen Pens Sci-Fi Adventure

At just 14 years old, Bailey M. 
Walker has become one of Pat-
rick County’s youngest authors 
with the release of his debut sci-
ence fiction novel, “The Under-
lands.”

Walker said the book combines 
his love of science fiction with 
original ideas.

“It’s about a guy named Jack, 
and he is trying to survive with 
his friends. They go onto the sur-
face, and basically there was a 
war nobody knew how it started 
or how it ended. They just know 
that basically the world ended,” 
Walker explained.

The book’s synopsis introduces 
Jack as a cadet training to ex-
plore the largely uncharted sur-
face world, which has been aban-
doned since a war over 200 years 
ago.

“Jack does not know the per-
ils he will face as he completes 
his training. A mysterious mur-
der haunts his existence, and he 
places his friends in constant 
danger. He must overcome the 

worst the Underlands has to of-
fer, as well as the most terrible 
things from the surface,” the 
synopsis reads.

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

To read more about 
these and other stories, 

check out 
The Enterprise, 

www.theenterprise.net

Council approves $170,000 payment to resolve 
decades-old VRS discrepancy

At its Nov. 20 meeting, the Stu-
art Town Council unanimously 
approved a $170,000 payment to 
the Virginia Retirement System 
(VRS) to address a decades-old 
discrepancy involving employee 
retirement contributions.

Town Manager Bryce Sim-
mons informed the council of 
a letter received from VRS de-
tailing a plan to resolve the is-
sue over the next few years. 
“What we have talked about is, 
$170,000 was paid to a previous 
town employee that was vested 
in the system that was paid out 
by VRS, but not paid into by the 
town and that goes back to the 
‘70s,” Simmons explained. “I ful-
ly think that the town should be 
immediately responsible for that 
$170,000 to VRS.”

Although Stuart is enrolled in 
VRS, Simmons said the town has 
not actively participated since 
the 1980s.

“The town enrolled in VRS in 
the ‘70s, and once you enroll in 
VRS you cannot get out of it,” he 
said. “At some point in the ‘80s, 
VRS changed the way that they 
report employment to the state, 
and at that time, I understand 
that the town tried to get out of 
VRS but basically has been non-
reporting since that time.”

The $170,000 payment is just 

part of the issue. Simmons noted 
that the town owes approximate-
ly $560,000 in back payments to 
VRS for employee contributions 
dating back to the mid-1980s.

“I’ve told [VRS] there’s no way 
we could pay that right off,” Sim-
mons said. “So, they have come 
up with a payment plan over 
the next 31 months that would 
basically equate to $17,500 per 
month that the town would be 
paying to VRS to make that 
whole. That does not include any 
interest in that outstanding bal-
ance.”

Mayor Ray Weiland expressed 
concern about the town’s liquid-
ity if it commits to such a pay-
ment plan while balancing other 
upcoming projects.

“The longer we wait, the more 
that keeps billing onto us,” Sim-
mons cautioned, but Weiland 
suggested exploring options to 
extend the repayment period.

Weiland added that potential 
developments, such as a hospi-
tal and an apartment complex, 
could contribute to the town’s 
tax base and utility revenues, 
improving its ability to meet fi-
nancial obligations.

“We do owe the $170,000, and 
for us to be in the good graces of 
VRS, we should pay them what 
we owe them,” Weiland said.

Patrick Promise $110,000 shy of launch 
The Patrick County Education 

Foundation’s Patrick Promise pro-
gram is just $110,000 away from 
being fully funded for its first three 
years, Patrick & Henry Communi-
ty College (P&HCC) President Dr. 
Greg Hodges announced during an 
update to the Patrick County Board 
of Supervisors.

“Frankly, we’re only $110,000 
away from being able to launch 
what would be a tremendous oppor-
tunity and benefit for the students 
of Patrick County and for the citi-
zens of Patrick County to stay lo-
cal,” Hodges said.

Hodges explained the threefold 
purpose of the Patrick Promise, 
emphasizing its potential impact 
on the county.

“To decrease the population mi-
gration from Patrick County, to in-
crease the post-high school creden-
tial attainment rates, and increase 
the economic attractiveness and 
workforce development potential of 
the Patrick County region in gen-
eral,” he said.

The Patrick Promise is modeled 
after the SEED Program in Mar-
tinsville and Henry County, which 
provides free tuition to P&HCC for 
local students. Hodges said the Pat-
rick Promise aims to offer the same 
opportunity for Patrick County res-
idents.

Hodges commended Patrick 
County Public Schools for its strong 
high school graduation rates. In 
2023, Patrick County ranked with-
in the top 10 performing constitu-
encies in the state of Virginia.

“You all have much to be proud of 
with your on-time high school grad-
uation rates,” Hodges said. “It’s 
something you should celebrate and 
should be a point of great pride.”

However, post-high school cre-
dential attainment rates in Patrick 
County tell a different story.

The national rate for adults aged 
18 to 64 with post-secondary cre-
dentials was 53.7% in 2023, while 
Virginia’s rate stood at 59.3%. Pat-
rick County lagged significantly at 
28.8%, ranking 105th out of Virgin-
ia’s 133 municipalities.

“The Patrick County rate is, of 
course, about half of the Virginia 
average,” Hodges said, adding that 
the gap is widening. “Of the 133 
municipalities in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, Patrick County 
ranks 105th, which is lower than 
all surrounding constituencies,” he 
said.

Dr. Greg Hodges, president of Patrick & 
Henry Community College, provided an 
update on the Patrick Promise, noting it is 
just $110,000 away from launching for its 
first three years.

Bailey M. Walker released his debut science fiction novel, “The Underlands”, in 
September 2024.

“The Underlands” is now available on 
Amazon and Kindle.

Sammy Shelor and The Lonesome River Band headline the annual Sammy Shelor’s 
Banjorama on Saturday, December 14, in the Patrick County High School (PCHS) 
Auditorium with doors opening at 5 p.m. and music starting at 6 p.m. Admission is free.

Public hearing set on proposed budget amendment 
The Patrick County Board of 

Supervisors will hold a public 
hearing on a proposed $2.2 mil-
lion budget amendment when 
the meeting gets underway at 6 
p.m. on Monday, December 9.

The proposed amendment in-
cludes revenue of $1,706,000 
Child Services Act (CSA) Pool 
Funds, $100,000 Transfer Sta-
tion Fees, $200,000 Ambulance 
Services and $194,000 Use of 

Reserves, according to the no-
tice. CSA expenses include $2.2 
million, which is the total of the 
proposed amendment.

At its most recent meeting, 
the board discussed a portion of 
the CSA funds.

The meeting will be held in 
the third-floor courtroom of the 
Patrick County Veterans Memo-
rial Building on Rucker Street 
in Stuart.
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100 Years Ago This Month: Historical 
events from December 1924

The month of December has been home to 
many historical events over the years. Here’s a 
look at some that helped to shape the world in 
December 1924.

· Boston Arena hosts the first National Hockey 
League game ever played in the United States 
on December 1. The league’s two newest fran-
chises, the Boston Bruins and the Montreal Ma-
roons, lock horns in a 2-1 game eventually won 
by the home team.

· On December 1, Richard L. Cowan of To-
ronto and C. Lewis Fowler of New York sign an 
agreement to start the first chapter of the Ku 
Klux Klan in Canada.

· More than 700 people perish when a devas-
tating earthquake strikes present-day Indone-
sia on December 2.

· The SS Belgenland departs New York City 
on December 4. The ocean liner begins a cruise 
around the world that would last for more than 
months. Though at least 350 passengers are on 
board when the ship departs the Big Apple, just 
235 remain for the duration of the trip.

· Decree No. 2980 creates the State of Syria 
on December 5, uniting the State of Aleppo and 
the State of Damascus under a common native 
assembly and administration.

· The Chicago Bears defeat the Cleveland 
Bulldogs 22-0 on December 7. National Football 
League rules at the time made no provision for 
a postseason championship, so the Bulldogs, in 
spite of the loss, are deemed the league champi-
on because their winning percentage (.875) was 
better than the Bears’ (.857).

· The Book-Cadillac Hotel, at the time the 

tallest hotel in the world, opens in Detroit on 
December 9. The luxury hotel includes 1,136 
rooms and 31 stories.

· Gold is discovered near the Swedish vil-
lage of Boliden on December 10, revealing what 
would become the largest and richest gold mine 
in Europe. The mine would not be exhausted of 
its gold supply until 1967.

· American Tobacco Company founder James 
B. Duke gives $40 million to The Duke Endow-

ment on December 11. The trust fund, direct-
ed to support four colleges, awards the largest 
share of the gift to Trinity College in Durham, 
North Carolina, provided the school change its 
name to honor James Duke’s father, Washing-
ton Duke.

· Exiled former Albanian Prime Minister Ah-
met Zogu leads an invasion of the country with 
guerillas backed by Yugoslavia on December 13. 
Zogu enters the capital city of Tirana on Decem-
ber 24 and declares the country a republic.

· On December 14, the temperature in Fair-
field, Montana, drops from 63 F at noon to -21 
F at midnight. The 84-degree change sets a re-
cord for the greatest drop in temperature in a 
12-hour period.

· Masked and armed vigilantes seize 15-year-

old African American Samuel Smith from his 
hospital room in Nashville, Tennessee, on 
December 15. Smith, who had been arrested 
for shooting and wounding a white grocer, is 
hanged from a tree near the grocer’s home. No 
one is ever charged with the crime.

· Fritz Haarmann is sentenced to death in Ger-
many on December 19. Known as the “Butcher 
of Hanover,” the “Vampire of Hanover” and the 
“Wolf Man,” Haarmann had been found guilty of 
murdering 24 men, and is ultimately executed 
by guillotine in April 1925.

· After serving just 13 months of a five-year 
prison sentence, Adolf Hitler is released from 
Landsberg Prison on December 20. Hitler’s re-
lease is part of a wider policy of general amnes-
ty for political prisoners.

· A Christmas Eve party in a one-room school-
house in Babbs Switch, Oklahoma ends in trag-
edy on December 24. A student handing out 
presents accidentally brushes a wrapped gift 
against a candle flame near a dry Christmas 
tree, igniting a fire that ultimately kills 36 peo-
ple.

· The Broadway Theatre in Manhattan opens 
on Christmas Day. The theatre remains open 
today, and is one of just a handful of theaters 
that is physically located on Broadway.

· Singing “Jingle Bells” at her parents’ theater 
in Grand Rapids, Minnesota, two-year-old Judy 
Garland makes her show business debut on De-
cember 26. 

The month of December has been home to 
many historical events over the years. 

First degree murder charge issued 
Thanksgiving Day shooting

One person has been charged 
with murder and another charge in 
connection with a fatal shooting in-
cident on Thanksgiving, according 
to a release from the Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Deputies responding to reports of 
shots fired into an occupied dwell-
ing at 143 Villa Road at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. on November 28, 
arrived to find Marquise Antonio 
Waller, 29, suffering from multiple 
gunshot wounds. 

Waller was pronounced dead at 
the scene. Investigators processed 
the area, collecting evidence to as-
sist with the ongoing investigation. 
Waller’s body was transported to 
the Office of the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer in Roanoke for an autopsy.

Shortly after the incident, 
25-year-old Takai Anthony Brodie 
turned himself in to authorities at 
the Henry County Sheriff’s Office. 
Brodie was charged with first-de-
gree murder and use of a firearm 
in the commission of a felony in 
connection with the incident. He is 
currently being held without bond 
at the Henry County Adult Deten-
tion Center.

The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice continues to investigate and 
urges anyone with information 

about the case to come forward.
“If you have any details that could 

assist in this case, please contact 
the Henry County Sheriff’s Office 
at 276-638-8751 or Crimestoppers 
at 63-CRIME (632-7463),” officials 
stated.

The Crimestoppers Program of-
fers rewards of up to $2,500 for 
information related to crimes. The 
reward amount varies based on the 
nature of the crime and the value of 
the information provided.

Further updates will be provided 
as more information becomes avail-
able.

Takai Anthony Brodie

Initial unemployment 
claims decreased last week

The 2,244 unemployment insur-
ance weekly initial claims were filed 
during the week ending November 
23, 2024, is 0.9 percent lower than 
last week’s 2,265 claims and 103.3 
percent higher than the compa-
rable week of last year (1,104), ac-
cording to Virginia Works.  Nearly 
82 percent of claimants self-report-
ed an associated industry; of those 
reported, the top five industries (61 
percent) were Professional, Scien-
tific, and Technical Services (247); 
Administrative and Support and 
Waste Management (246); Manu-
facturing (210); Retail Trade (176); 
and Health Care and Social Assis-
tance (170).

Continued weeks claims (15,554) 
were 0.8 percent higher than last 
week (15,438) and were 35.0 per-
cent higher than the comparable 
week of last year (11,522). Nearly 
92 percent of claimants self-re-

ported an associated industry; of 
those reported, the top five indus-
tries (60 percent) were Profession-
al, Scientific, and Technical Ser-
vices (2,494); Administrative and 
Support and Waste Management 
(2,038); Health Care and Social 
Assistance (1,493); Manufacturing 
(1,321); and Retail Trade (1,235).

A person who has already filed 
an initial claim and who has expe-
rienced a week of unemployment 
files a continued claim to claim 
benefits for that week of unemploy-
ment. On a weekly basis, continued 
claims reflect a good approximation 
of the current number of insured 
unemployed workers filing for UI 
benefits, and are a good indicator 
of labor market conditions. While 
continued claims are not a leading 
indicator, they provide confirm-
ing evidence of the direction of the 
economy.

Ridgeway woman 
charged in alleged 

murder-for-hire plot 
The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-

fice has charged a Ridgeway wom-
an in connection with an investiga-
tion into an alleged murder-for-hire 
scheme.

Gennevieve McGhee, 44, was ar-
rested on November 27, after evi-
dence surfaced that allegedly sug-
gested her involvement in planning 
a robbery and murder. The inves-
tigation began when a confidential 
source, acting under the direction of 
law enforcement, met with McGhee 
at her residence at 4399 Chestnut 
Knob Road in Ridgeway on Novem-
ber 26.

The source, equipped with audio 
and video recording devices, cap-
tured a conversation in which Mc-
Ghee allegedly discussed detailed 
plans regarding payment arrange-
ments and provided instructions 
for carrying out the robbery and 
murder. According to investigators, 
the recordings allegedly include 
McGhee outlining payment ar-
rangements and providing specific 
instructions for how the robbery 
and murder should be executed.

McGhee has been charged with 
criminal solicitation of murder and 
conspiracy to commit a felony. She 

was taken into custody without 
incident by Henry County depu-
ties and is currently being held at 
the Henry County Adult Detention 
Center without bond.

The Henry County Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s Office is re-
viewing the case. Authorities have 
stated that no further details will 
be released at this time, as the in-
vestigation remains ongoing.

Anyone with information related 
to the case is encouraged to contact 
the Henry County Sheriff’s Office 
at (276) 638-8751.

Gennevieve McGhee

Warrant executed, 
arrest made in child 

exploitation case 
The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-

fice executed a search warrant at 
420 Glen Oak Circle in Ridgeway, 
on November 20, as part of an on-
going investigation into alleged 
child sexual exploitation. 

The investigation began on Au-
gust 28, when the Southern Vir-
ginia Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force (SOVA ICAC) 
received a CyberTip from the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children (NCMEC). The tip 
had identified multiple files of sus-
pected child sexual abuse material 
sent via private chat messages on a 
social media platform. 

Investigators linked the activity 
to an IP address through an emer-
gency disclosure request. A subse-
quent court order allowed Henry 
County investigators to obtain 
subscriber information from the 
internet service provider, confirm-
ing the account was allegedly reg-
istered to Nicholas Sean Trumble 
at the Ridgeway address. 

During the November 20 search, 
law enforcement officers seized 
electronic devices, including a Mo-
torola cellular phone belonging to 
Trumble. A forensic examination of 
the device, completed on November 
26, allegedly revealed images and 
videos of child sexual abuse ma-
terial that had been downloaded. 
These files depicted young children 
engaged in explicit sexual activity. 

Trumble was taken into custody 

by deputies and investigators with 
the Henry County Sheriff’s Office 
on November 27 without incident.

Trumble, 36, of 420 Glen Oak 
Circle, Ridgeway, was charged 
with 17 counts of possession of 
child pornography, 2nd or sub-
sequent offense; and one count of 
possession of child pornography, 
1st offense.

Trumble is currently housed at 
the Henry County Adult Detention 
Center with no bond. 

The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, in conjunction with the SOVA 
ICAC Task Force, continues its 
commitment to combating crimes 
against children and urges the 
public to report suspicious online 
activity to law enforcement or the 
National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children.

Nicholas Sean Trumble

Thank You for 
reading Henry county 

Enterprise
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Make Holiday Memories with Family-Friendly Crafts
The holiday season is a time for togetherness, 

where families gather to share meals, laughter, 
and create cherished memories. While baking 
cookies and decorating homes are classic holi-
day pastimes, crafting offers another opportuni-
ty for bonding and creativity across generations. 
This festive activity allows families to create 
keepsakes that will bring joy for years to come.

Here are some simple, family-friendly craft 
ideas to inspire holiday creativity:

Snowman Family Keepsakes
Handprint crafts are a timeless way to capture 

a moment in time. Adults and children alike can 
dip their hands into washable white paint and 
stamp them onto small canvases, wooden pal-
ettes, or even flowerpots. Once the paint dries, 
decorate the handprints with black dots to form 
snowman faces and add painted top hats and 
scarves. As years pass, these handprint snow-
men will serve as a nostalgic reminder of how 
small those hands once were.

Wine Cork Reindeer
Recycle wine corks into adorable reindeer 

figurines. Use two corks for the head and body, 
and four for the legs. Attach googly eyes and a 
bead for the nose—red for Rudolph or black for a 
traditional look. Bend pipe cleaners into antler 
shapes and glue them to the head. These charm-
ing reindeer can be used as ornaments, tabletop 
decorations, or even as place card holders for 
holiday dinners.

Family Handprint Garland
Involve the whole family in this festive deco-

ration. Trace everyone’s handprints on colorful 
construction paper or cardstock and cut them 
out. Punch a hole at the top of each handprint, 
string a ribbon through, and hang the garland 
on a mantel or Christmas tree. This craft not 
only adds a personal touch to holiday décor but 
also symbolizes family unity.

Miniature Christmas Trees
Bring the outdoors inside with pinecone 

Christmas trees. Paint the tips of gathered 
pinecones with green paint and sprinkle them 
with white glitter or paint for a snowy effect. 
Attach a small wooden star to the top of each 

pinecone and glue them to wine corks as trunks. 
These miniature trees can brighten any corner 
of your home.

Decoupage Ornaments
Create custom ornaments using wooden or 

plastic balls. Cut scraps of fabric or colorful pa-
per and dip them in craft glue or Mod Podge®. 
Cover the ornaments with the scraps in an 
overlapping pattern. Once dry, add a ribbon 
for hanging. These ornaments make thoughtful 
gifts or unique additions to your tree.

Paper Chain Advent Calendar
Count down to Christmas with a DIY Ad-

vent calendar. Cut paper strips for each day of 
Advent, which began on December 1. Create a 
decorative top link featuring a reindeer, snow-
man, or Christmas tree. Hang the chain and let 
children remove a link each day, building antici-
pation for the holiday.

Popsicle Stick Snowflakes
Transform simple popsicle sticks into colorful 

snowflake ornaments. Paint the sticks in festive 
hues, arrange them in starburst patterns, and 
glue them together. Add pom-poms, beads, or 
glitter for extra flair. Attach a loop of string to 
hang these handmade ornaments.

Be mindful of risks associated with 
outdoor burning and campfires 

The crackle of cozy campfires and the smell of 
burning leaves are classic signs of fall. With re-
cent weeks of dry weather, foresters and fire in-
vestigators urge Virginians to use caution with 
outdoor fires.

September’s Hurricane Helene brought ample 
moisture, reducing the drought threat in the 
western areas of the state. However, the Virgin-
ia Department of Forestry reports that longer-
term drought concerns persist in eastern areas 
and in northern portions of the Shenandoah 
Valley.

Though the general outlook for Virginia’s fall 
wildfire season is for normal activity, the last 
two fire seasons have been extremely active. Re-
cord-breaking fire seasons in the fall of 2023 re-
sulted in 156 fires burning nearly 25,000 acres 
in the fall, and 411 fires burning 20,000 acres 
last spring.

Nine out of 10 wildfires are initiated by peo-
ple, and the leading cause of wildfires in Vir-
ginia is carelessness associated with outdoor 
burning—“with escaped burning debris being 

the biggest offender,” said DOF Chief of Fire 
and Emergency Response John Miller. “Because 
these fires are accidental, this means they are 
also preventable.”

Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co. 
investigators have responded to many acciden-
tal fires stemming from fire pits or burning 
leaves and yard debris.

“In most of the fires we see, the homeowner 
has gone inside for various reasons and the fire 
grows bigger or the wind picks up,” said VFB-
MIC senior claims investigator Todd Jones. “As 
a firefighter and investigator, we advise every-
one, if possible, to never leave the fire unattend-
ed.”

Whether tidying the landscape or enjoying 
friends and firelight, have at least one form of 
extinguishment close by, he said.

“A bucket of water, a water hose or fire ex-
tinguisher,” Jones continued. “Make sure ashes 
are cold or watered down before leaving them. 
Weather changes, and they can come back to 
‘life!’”

Also, become familiar with local burning laws 
and permit requirements.

Miller noted the commonwealth’s 4 p.m. burn 
law is in effect only during the spring, but Vir-
ginia residents should check in with local offi-
cials for fire restrictions or burning bans, espe-
cially during fire season.

“These (restrictions) often change with no ad-
vanced warning, based on fast-changing condi-
tions,” he added.

To prevent and reduce the number of wildfires 
each year, VDOF recommends:

*Avoid burning on dry, windy days.
*Keep burn piles small, in flat areas, far from 

flammable vegetation.
*Keep a rake or shovel and a water source 

nearby.
*Stay with your fire until it is completely out 

(Drown, stir, ensure it’s cool, repeat as neces-
sary).

*Completely soak cigarettes before disposing 
of them in a trash can.

Farmers seek support in balancing 
motherhood and farming

Farming with children can look 
like “running a 100-meter sprint,” 
said first-generation farmer Pam 
Jones.

She often races to finish the 
day’s bare essentials on her fam-
ily’s Loudoun County farm before 
her 8-month-old baby beckons her 
inside.

Like Jones, third-generation 
farmer Mo Moutoux discovered the 
give-and-take of motherhood and 
farming when her firstborn arrived.

“A lot of women think they’re 
going to strap their baby on their 
back and go about their day, but 
that just does not become a real-
ity,” said Moutoux, who also farms 
in Loudoun County.

While she and Jones benefit from 
supportive partners and grandpar-
ents who share childcare responsi-
bilities, an extra set of hands isn’t 
always available.

They face the same hurdles as 
countless mothers today. Living in 
Loudoun County, finding childcare 
that’s accessible, affordable and fit 
for flexible farming hours, “feels 
like walking a fine tight rope,” 
Jones remarked.

The extra stress that farm wom-
en face can lead to mental health 
issues. A recent study from the 
University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign found that women had 
12 times higher odds of depressive 
symptoms and eight times higher 
odds of anxiety symptoms than the 
men in the sample.

“Farm women are a hardy breed, 
and sometimes we don’t want to 
reach out for help or admit that 
some days are really hard. But it’s 
okay to need help,” Moutoux said.

She works to create a needed on-
line space for fellow farming moth-
ers to bond, share resources and of-
fer mentorship.

The Moutouxes and other nearby 
farm families also started an out-
door playgroup to mitigate stress. 
Parents rotate childcare so every-
one can focus on their farm tasks.

“It changed the game for a lot of 
us,” Moutoux said.

When Jones and her business 
partner, Sarah Obuchowicz, strug-
gled to grow their produce opera-
tion while raising their newborns, 
they added a part-time nanny to 
the team. Moutoux also added a 
part-time nanny to her payroll.

“Know what your support net-
work looks like before you need 
it, because you don’t want to burn 
out,” Jones advised.

When feeling overwhelmed, she 
focuses on shifting her mindset—
abandoning a to-do list mentality 
to slow down, cherish the present, 
and remember that nurturing the 
next generation is “the ultimate 
productivity.”

Jones, Moutoux and fellow farm 
moms also have access to the 
AgriStress Helpline, which is avail-
able 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
and has interpretation services for 
160 languages. Farm moms can 
call or text 833-897-2474 to receive 
direct emotional support, advice 
and resources from a trained pro-
fessional.

Visit the AgriSafe website at 
agrisafe.org to learn more.

Read more in November’s issue of 
Virginia Farm Bureau News maga-
zine at bit.ly/40KhCGi.

Holiday crafting offers an opportunity to slow down, embrace creativity, and enjoy quality time with loved ones. Whether 
you’re making keepsakes or festive decorations, the process is as rewarding as the finished products. So, gather the 
family, break out the glue and glitter, and let the holiday magic unfold at the craft table.

Chestnut trees proliferate in 
Virginia following near extinction 

Nostalgic Virginians are harvest-
ing memories as iconic chestnut 
trees make a comeback from near 
extinction.

Chestnut trees once blanketed 
American forests from New Eng-
land to Mississippi, and their ed-
ible nuts provided food for Native 
Americans, pioneers and wildlife. 
Early in the 20th century, a blight 
destroyed millions of trees.

Now, several disease-resistant 
chestnut hybrids are being raised 
across the country.

Multiple varieties of tree nuts 
were cultivated on 301 acres in the 
Old Dominion in 2022, according to 
the latest Census of Agriculture. 
The largest share of that harvest 
was chestnuts, produced on 133 
acres.

This fall, multiple orchards 
across the state welcomed custom-
ers to pick their own chestnuts 
through late October.

After more than a decade of suc-
cessful online and farmers market 
sales, Kim and David Bryant knew 
that fresh, local chestnuts were in 
high demand. They own and oper-
ate Virginia Chestnuts LLC in Nel-
son County, where their first trees 
were planted in 2009. Fifteen years 
later, they’re shipping chestnuts 
nationwide and inviting visitors to 
pick their own.

“We didn’t know if anybody 
would drive to where we are,” Kim 
said. “And now more than half of 
our customers are coming from 
the Northern Virginia area, from 
Richmond. We had two different 
families come from Raleigh, North 
Carolina, to pick chestnuts.”

Although it’s too late to pick 

chestnuts this year at the Bryant’s’ 
farm, you can order online and 
have them shipped in time for the 
holidays.

In nearby Rockingham County, 
Daniel Jefferson and his family 
have been raising chestnuts since 
2014. Like the Bryants, the Jeffer-
sons began offering a pick-your-own 
option in 2022 as an experiment at 
East Rockingham Chestnuts.

“We didn’t know if people were 
going to come and pick chestnuts,” 
Jefferson said. “The first year we 
got a pretty good response. And 
then last year, even though we 
didn’t get as many chestnuts, we 
got an overwhelming response for 
pick-your-own.”

This year’s crop has been boun-
tiful, he added. So bountiful that 
they are now sold out of chestnuts 
for the season.

Both growers agree that pick-
your-own chestnuts have been es-
pecially popular with customers 
from cultural backgrounds where 
chestnuts are a dietary staple.

“What I like about this is we have 
learned so much about people that 
have migrated to this country,” 
Kim said. “And they want to tell us 
their stories about what brought 
them here, then their memories 
of chestnuts and their home coun-
tries. And so that’s been the big-
gest joy for me. And it was totally 
not what we thought the business 
model was going to be—so it’s just 
been a wonderful surprise!”

Learn more about Virginia-grown 
chestnuts on an episode of Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federation’s Real 
Virginia at bit.ly/realvachestnuts.
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VMNH awards $5,000 grant in support of 
JMU undergraduate research opportunity
The Virginia Museum of Natural History 

(VMNH) has awarded Dr. Ángel A. García, 
Jr., Assistant Professor of Geology and En-
vironmental Science at James Madison Uni-
versity, a grant of $5,000 in support of an un-
dergraduate research opportunity aimed at 
answering key questions about cave shields. 
The grant is made possible by the museum’s 
Pete Henika Memorial Fund, an endowment 
fund supporting high-impact research proj-
ects in the field of geology and other natural 
history disciplines.

“More than a tenth of the world’s ice-free 
surface is a mysterious zone where natural 
waters dissolve rocks, creating complex and 
unpredictable hydrological drainages, caves, 
and fascinating landscapes known as karst,” 
said García. “For years, researchers have 
been captivated by speleothems (cave forma-
tions), which offer valuable insights into past 
climates and extinct flora and fauna. Today, 
scientists continue to use these records to 
unravel the intricate dynamics between the 
ground and the atmosphere in karst envi-
ronments. Among these formations, cave 
shields, are rare speleothems found in some 
caves around the world.”

Oval or semi-oval speleothems that grow in 
pairs, cave shields are divided by a hairline 
fracture from the walls, ceilings, and in some 
instances near the ground of a cave. First de-
scribed in 1952, these formations have not 
been widely researched due to their relative 
rarity and inaccessibility. However, in the 
Shenandoah Valley, numerous caves con-
tain diverse specimens of shields, presenting 
García and students with a unique opportu-
nity to research their formation, age, and the 
environmental trends that they may record.

“This past summer, we acquired a fraction 
of a shield, which, after being polished, re-
vealed itself to be a representative sample of 
the lower plate of a shield with a lot of prom-
ise for the study of such rare speleothem,” 
said García. “The acquired sample provides a 
clear representation of the concentric layers, 
offering a great opportunity to study aspects 
such as oxygen isotope equilibrium in the 
layers, trends of carbon and oxygen, and the 
construction of an age model to understand 
are the diverse mechanisms contributing to 
the formation of cave shields.”

To help advance this investigation, Gar-
cía will use the Pete Henika Memorial Fund 
award to support an undergraduate research 
opportunity aimed at answering key ques-
tions about the cave shields.

“This funding will enable us to delve deep-
er into the formation processes, age, and 
possible environmental records preserved 
within these rare speleothems, contributing 
valuable knowledge to the field of cave and 
karst studies,” said García. “The involve-
ment of undergraduate students in this re-
search is crucial, as it provides the students 
with hands-on experience in fieldwork and 

laboratory analysis, develops their research 
skills, fosters mentorship and collaboration, 
and prepares them for 
future careers in geo-
sciences and envi-
ronmental science.”

Upon completion of 
the research, García 
plans to share the 
results with the mu-
seum to ensure that 
the findings are ac-
cessible to both the 
scientific community 
and the general pub-
lic. Additionally, the 
cave shield sample 
will be donated to 
the museum for fu-
ture public exhibi-
tion.

“The Pete Henika 
Memorial Fund was 
designed specifically 
to help facilitate the 
type of impactful re-
search that Dr. Gar-
cía and his students 
are conducting,” 
said Dr. Joe Keiper, 
Executive Director 
of VMNH. “We look 
forward to following 
the progress of their 
research and learn-
ing more about Vir-
ginia’s rich geologi-
cal story.”

Puzzle Answers!

Turkey 2 Miler Kicks Off Thanksgiving with Fitness and Fun

By Jessica Dillon
The annual Turkey 2 Miler 

brought runners and walkers of all 
ages together Thanksgiving morn-
ing at the Monogram Foods Smith 
River Sports Complex, with par-
ticipants flocking from near and far 
— including Louisiana and Minne-
sota — to take part in the festive 
event.

The race, a Thanksgiving tradi-
tion for many families, followed a 
route through the Sports Complex 
and along a portion of the Dick and 
Willie Trail. Starting and finishing 
at the complex, participants were 
treated to picturesque views while 
competing for awards in various 
categories, including top male and 
female runners and age-group hon-
ors.

“It was great, the weather was 
cooperative,” said Brad Kinkema, 
executive director of the YMCA, 
which organizes the event. “The 
best thing about the Turkey Two 
is that families come out as part of 
their family tradition every year.”

Kinkema emphasized the event’s 
inclusive nature, welcoming both 
runners and walkers. “Whether 

you’re running competitively or 
just walking with your family, it’s 
about being active together,” he 
said.

This year’s Turkey 2 Miler drew 
225 participants, with some travel-
ing from as far as Louisiana and 
Minnesota. “We had people from all 
over that came here to run; that’s 
very unique,” Kinkema noted.

Top Finishers
The male division saw a tight race 

for first place, with Jackson Gunter 
finishing at 11:50.54, averaging 
5:55 per mile. Sage Turner claimed 
second with a time of 11:52.92, 
while Gilberto Aros rounded out 
the top three at 12:25.16.

In the women’s division, Chey-
enne Marinus took first place with 
a time of 15:15.03, averaging 7:37 
per mile. Jillian Gravatt followed 
closely in second at 15:23.94, with 
Rachel Hunsicker finishing third 
at 15:33.44.

After the final walkers crossed 
the finish line, participants gath-
ered for an awards ceremony, 
where snacks and beverages were 
available. Inflatable turkeys pro-
vided a whimsical backdrop for 

family photos, adding to the festive 
atmosphere.

“It’s wonderful to see families 
making this a part of their holiday 
tradition,” Kinkema said.

The Turkey 2 Miler is one of the 
final races of 2024. The Holiday 

Fun Run, scheduled for Dec. 7 at 
the Martinsville Speedway, will 
close out the year’s race calendar. 
Kinkema said that the 2025 season 
is set to kick off in February, with 
more opportunities for community 
fitness and camaraderie.

Runners cross the finish line during the Turkey 2 Miler on Thanksgiving morning. A festive group dons costumes representing a classic Thanksgiving meal.

Women’s first-place finisher Cheyenne Marinus crosses the finish line with a strong 
showing.

Student Bianca Maldonado-Arroyo holds the polished cave 
shield collected from Endless Caverns located in Virginia’s 
Shenandoah Valley. (Contributed) Ángel A. García, Jr. (sitting, left), along with colleague Ángel 

A. Acosta-Colón (standing) and student Bianca Maldonado-
Arroyo, inside Endless Caverns where the team collected 
the cave shield.
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• In cities like Seattle and Des Moines, 
the number of parking spaces per acre 
is about five to 20 times that of residen-
tial units.

• Spiked and studded dog collars 
derive from the days of the ancient 
Greeks, who would give their sheep-
dogs sharply spiked collars to protect 
their necks from wolves while they 
watched over a shepherd’s flock at 
night.

• A theory suggests that the entire 
internet, based on the mass of moving 
electrons, weighs about as much as a 
strawberry.

• The “Ding” bowl, purchased for $3 
at a New York garage sale, turned out to 
be a 1,000-year-old Chinese bowl from 
the Northern Song Dynasty. It later sold 
at auction for $2.2 million.

• Big League Chew bubblegum creat-
ed its biggest-ever pouch for Shaquille 
O’Neal, at an impressive 24 inches by 
18 inches, more than 15 times the size 
of a regular pouch.

• The square dance is the official state 
dance (or folk dance) of 24 states.

• Ancient Roman artisans created a 
glass chalice known as the Lycurgus 
Cup with nanoparticles of gold and 
silver so the type of liquid it contained 
would determine its appearance. On 
display, the cup appears jade-green 
when lit from the front, but blood-red 
when lit from behind.

• Nepal’s Kusunda language has no 
words for yes or no, or for directions 
such as left or right.

• Modern Olympics founder Baron 
Coubertin tried to create an Olympic 
event combining a 14-km race with a 
written essay to demonstrate prowess 
in mind and body. It never made it to the 
starting block.

• Contrary to popular belief, the bot-
tom figures on a totem pole usually 
hold the most significance, as their 
placement keeps them closer to view-
ers.

***
Thought for the Day: “The key is in 

not spending time, but in investing it.” 
— Stephen R. Covey
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Harvest Youth Board Serves Holiday Joy 
at Annual Thanksgiving Eve Dinner

By Jessica Dillon
The Harvest Youth Board, sup-

ported by a team of dedicated vol-
unteers, brought the community 
together on November 27 for the an-
nual W. Dan Prince III Thanksgiv-
ing Eve Dinner. Hosted at Martins-
ville High School, this cherished 
event served free Thanksgiving 
meals to thousands, both in person 
and through delivery to pre-regis-
tered residents.

Youth Board member Maddie 
Crowe shared the event’s signifi-
cance: “It gives back to the commu-
nity and allows the Youth Board to 
show our motives.” Crowe worked 
alongside other volunteers to pre-
pare meals for on-site diners and 
delivery recipients.

Among the many volunteers were 
Chelsea Cruise and Heather Law-
rence from the TACS law firm, who 
helped pack food boxes. “We just 
really like being able to give back 
to the community,” said Lawrence.

In addition to the hot meals, free 
books were distributed to families 
with young children, promoting 
literacy as an added benefit of at-
tending.

The Thanksgiving Eve Dinner, 
which began in 2016, has grown 
into a seamless operation. Scott 
Norman and his team of volun-
teers handled the cooking, while 
Youth Board members and other 
helpers packed and served indi-

vidual trays. Meals designated for 
delivery were organized into routes 
and bagged for safe distribution to 
homes across the area.

Lawrence highlighted the event’s 
importance to local residents: “A 
lot of people here within our com-
munity are lower-income or less 
fortunate, and having the ability 
to be served is a positive thing.” 
Cruise echoed this sentiment, say-
ing, “It was really nice to be able to 
contribute.”

Jeanette Moore and Lou Smith, 
two of the diners enjoying their 
meals at the high school, expressed 
gratitude for the event. “It was re-
ally nice. I used to go to this school,” 
said Moore, adding that she was 
thankful “to be alive, for my mom, 
for my boyfriend.”

Angela Edwards, another at-
tendee, appreciated the opportu-
nity to connect with her commu-
nity. “The dinner is a good chance 
to get to know some of the things 
in the community,” said Edwards, 
who also received food boxes. She 
expressed her gratitude for being 
“able to get the stuff we need.”

For regular attendees like Willi 
Myers and Imogene Hylton, the 
dinner is an annual highlight. 
“This is really great what the Har-
vest Foundation does,” said Myers. 
“Take a look at all of these volun-
teers, all these kids giving up their 
time to help other people—you 

couldn’t ask for more.”
Myers noted that age had made 

preparing their own Thanksgiv-
ing meal difficult, making the din-
ner especially meaningful. “We’re 
thankful to have each other,” My-
ers said, adding that the meal was 
“delicious.”

William Ashworth, who attend-
ed with his grandchildren, heard 
about the dinner from his doctor’s 
office. “We decided just to come 
out and eat, and see other people,” 

Ashworth shared.
The event left a positive impres-

sion on all in attendance. From 
the volunteers’ dedication to the 
sense of community fostered over a 
warm meal, the W. Dan Prince III 
Thanksgiving Eve Dinner contin-
ues to spread holiday joy.

The dinner is set to return next 
year, promising another opportu-
nity to bring together the Martins-
ville community in the spirit of giv-
ing.

The W. Dan Prince III Thanksgiving Eve Dinner was ready to be served.
Volunteers work together to assemble plates for individuals and families at Martinsville 
High School.

Free books are provided to families with young children to encourage literacy.
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Creative Ideas to Elevate Your Holiday Décor
As the year winds to a close, homes 

across the country are being trans-
formed into festive wonderlands. 
Nearly 70% of Americans plan to 
display outdoor holiday decorations 
this season, with over a third start-
ing their decorating before Thanks-
giving, according to Today’s Home-
owner.

While traditional displays have 
their charm, there’s always room 
for creativity to make holiday décor 
truly stand out. Whether you’re look-
ing to refresh your approach or try 
something entirely new, these tips 
can add unique touches to your fes-
tive displays.

Decorate Beyond the Living 
Room

Holiday décor doesn’t have to stop 

at the tree and mantel. Extend the 
festive spirit to other rooms in your 
home. Add holiday-themed towels, 
shower curtains, or even lighted 
greenery to bed frames for an un-
expected touch. These subtle addi-
tions can spread the holiday cheer 
throughout the house.

Coordinate Ornaments and 
Gifts

Unify your holiday look with a 
color theme that ties together your 
tree ornaments and wrapped pres-
ents. Use white wrapping paper as 
a base and customize it with paint or 
markers to match your chosen hues. 
This cohesive approach can make 
your tree and its surroundings feel 
polished and intentional.

Reimagine the Wreath

Round wreaths are a holiday clas-
sic, but experimenting with geomet-
ric shapes 
can bring 
a modern 
twist to 
your décor. 
Use wire 
or other 
materials 
to create 
square or 
d iamond-
s h a p e d 
w r e a t h s 
for an eye-
catching display.

Play with Color Palettes
Traditional holiday colors like red 

and green have timeless appeal, but 
introducing unexpected shades can 
make your décor stand out. Consider 
using lighter tones from the same 
color family or adding accent colors 
such as purple, blue, or even metal-
lics for a fresh and creative look.

Rethink Holiday Bouquets
Skip the flowers and craft a cen-

terpiece from natural elements like 
pinecones, berries, and greenery. 
Use unique vessels such as cocktail 
shakers or tall glasses to give these 
arrangements a modern flair.

Accent Trees with a Twist
Styrofoam cones can serve as the 

base for creative accent trees. Cover 

them with poinsettia branches for a 
bold red display or stack lemons and 

oranges for 
a fresh, cit-
rus-scented 
centerpiece.
Suspend 

Your Tree 
Topper
I n s t e a d 

of the usual 
star or an-
gel perched 
on the high-
est branch, 
s u s p e n d 

a tree topper from the ceiling just 
above the tree. This whimsical ap-
proach draws the eye upward and 
adds an unexpected twist to your 
décor.

Mix and Match Table Settings
For holiday gatherings, create a 

one-of-a-kind dining experience by 
mixing and matching tableware. 
Combining different patterns, tex-
tures, and colors can result in an 
eclectic, festive tablescape.
Go Neutral with a Wintry Touch

If bold holiday colors feel over-
whelming, try a neutral palette. 
Natural wood tones, whites, creams, 
and muted greens create a subtle, 
wintry ambiance that blends seam-
lessly with your home’s existing dé-
cor while still feeling festive.

To Advertise Contact:  
Wendi Craig - 276-340-2445 or Ali Wall - 276-732-6083

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

DUCKS HYDRAULICS

DON’T DROWN IN HYDRAULICS - CALL DUCKS 
DONALD ROGERS  (276) 692-8020

CAN REPAIR ANY SIZE 
CYLINDERS HYDRAULIC 
MOTORS AND PUMPS

REPAIRS • ANY SIZE CYLINDERS • DUMP TRUCK CYLINDERS • TELESCOPIC 
CYLINDERS • HYDRAULIC MOTORS • HYDRAULIC PUMPS 

• VALVES • PNEUMATIC TOOLS • HYDRAULIC JACKS • TRANSMISSION JACKS 
• HYDRAULIC PRESSES • HYDRAULIC PORTA PACKS 

SERVICES • SEALS CAN BE CUSTOM MEASURED • CLYLINDER HONING • 
WELDING • MACHINE SHOP SERVICES • CYLINDER TESTED BEFORE 

CUSTOMER PICK-UP

Happy Holidays from 
Pa�ick County Tourism

Heating | Cooling | Electrical
hydroairsystems.net

Mechanical | Electrical | Generators
276.694.7308 • Cell: 276.692.7151

Joey Errichetti,
Owner

WE ARE THE LARGEST PROVIDER OF INVISALIGN.  
WE GET IT RIGHT!

Please check with us if you are considering this, even if you 
require to receive treatment in another area we will refer you 
to a practice that will provide you with quality care. 

There is a wide array of clear aligner treatment available, 
including di�erent levels of treatment quality even from 
Invisalign. Some don’t work too well.  We have retreated 
many hundreds of failures. We wish we had seen them �rst.

We see multiple clear aligner patients every hour and 
have a great momentum of experience.  Call Today!

We Wish You & Your Family, Safe & Happy Holiday!!

MARTINSVILLE LOCATION
25 CLEVELAND AVE., SUITE E, MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 638-8888  •  DAVIDJONESORTHODONTICS.COM

Collinsville Farm Market 
3585 Virginia Avenue  | Collinsville, VA

276-647-1166 

Custom Made Gift Baskets
Fresh Apples & Citrus

Christmas Treats
Jams, Jellies & Nuts

 Fresh Cut!

2890 Fork Mountain Road  |  Bassett VA 24112  |  danielsautoglass.com   

When Only the Best Will Do!

Contact Our Team to Schedule an Appointment Today!
Auto Glass (540) 489-4013  |  Tint (540) 493-9790

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services


