
Input sought on plan for Mayo River State Park

By Staff Reports
Residents and stakeholders will 

have the chance to influence the 
development of Mayo River State 
Park during a public meeting on 
December 16. Hosted by the Virgin-
ia Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR), the session will 
take place from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 
Lester Banquet Hall at the Spen-

cer-Penn Centre, 475 Spencer Penn 
Road, Spencer.

The meeting aims to gather input 
for the park’s master plan, a critical 
document that will guide the park’s 
development, conservation, and rec-
reational offerings over the next 30 
years.

A Collaborative Vision for 
Mayo River State Park

Mayo River State Park, located in 
southwestern Henry County along 
the Virginia-North Carolina bor-
der, spans 637 acres, including the 
confluence of the North and South 
Mayo Rivers. The park comple-
ments North Carolina’s Mayo River 
State Park, which extends 16 miles 
downstream.

“The master plan defines the 

park’s purpose, goals, and objectives 
and provides direction for construc-
tion, expansion, and operations,” 
the DCR states on its website. The 
planning process integrates public 
input, resource assessments, mar-
ket studies, and business develop-
ment strategies to ensure the park 
meets both community and visitor 
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Owner of local eatery faces multiple 
charges, ABC license under scrutiny
By Staff Reports
Lovrico “Rico” Johnson, Sr., the owner of Ko-

rnna Kitchen, is facing multiple felony charg-
es, including 18 counts related to finances. 
During an arraignment hearing on Dec. 5 in 
Martinsville General District Court, Johnson 
said he plans to retain legal counsel.

Johnson has been charged with nine counts 
of larceny by bad checks and nine counts of 
obtaining money under false pretenses in con-
nection with alleged incidents in June, Sep-
tember, and October, court records suggest. 
Johnson said that he had filed Chapter 13 

bankruptcy and attributed the charges to au-
tomatic withdrawals that occurred after the 
filing.

The financial allegations come amid addi-
tional scrutiny for Kornna Kitchen, which has 
faced the loss of its temporary Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control (ABC) license.

Martinsville Police Chief Robert Fincher 
recently sent a letter to the Virginia ABC 
Authority requesting a review of the eatery’s 
compliance and license to sell mixed drinks 
due to incidents that occurred outside of the 
restaurant and police utilization in respond-

ing to those calls. That letter was drafted a 
few months after Fincher supported the res-
taurant’s bid for an ABC license in March.  

Fincher explained the process of endorsing 
businesses for ABC licenses, and noted that 
initial endorsements are standard. “If there 
ends up being a problem, then we have to 
write a letter to the ABC stating, ‘hey, listen, 
it’s time that needs to be reviewed more, we 
recommend it be reviewed,’” Fincher said.

Had Kornna Kitchen’s license been perma-
nent, revocation would have required a formal 

County School Board 
Honors Teachers of the Year; 
Finalizes Cell Phone Policy

By Jessica Dillon
The Henry County School Board 

met on December 5 to honor out-
standing teachers, approve a 
new legislative agenda, and fi-
nalize updates to the district’s 
cell phone policy. Teachers of the 
Year from each school were cel-
ebrated during the meeting, with 
the top three — District Teacher 
of the Year and two runners up, 
receiving a special reward. 

“We believe education is the 
foundation of our community, and 
we’re proud to recognize and re-
ward our exceptional educators 
and provide special prizes for the 
top winners,” Barry Nelson, and 
Autos By Nelson, said. “In cel-
ebration of their dedication, the 
Henry County Public Schools Dis-
trict Teacher of the Year and the 
two runners-up were each hand-

ed the keys to a brand-new Ford 
Mustang Mach-E, the first-ever 
rally-inspired electric vehicle by 
Ford. Perfect for outdoor adven-
tures or the daily drive to school, 
they’ll enjoy this incredible ve-
hicle for three months. Congratu-
lations to Meadow View Elemen-
tary School’s Carl Scales (2nd 
Runner-Up), Axton Elementary 
School’s Amanda Chaney (1st 
Runner-Up), and Bassett High 
School’s Joshua Doss, the District 
Teacher of the Year.”

“We’ve got to make school fun 
again,” Nelson added, emphasiz-
ing the importance of supporting 
educators.

Educators selected as Teach-
er of the Year from individual 
schools are:

Elementary Schools— Aman-

Teachers of the Year from each school were honored during the December 5 meeting of 
the Henry County School Board.

City School Board Honors 
Teachers of the Year, 

Shifts Graduation Date
By Jessica Dillon
The Martinsville City School 

Board held its final meeting of 2024 
on December 9, highlighting accom-
plishments, approving policy up-
dates, and making adjustments to 
key events, including Martinsville 
High School’s graduation ceremony.

Teachers of the Year Recog-
nized

Teachers of the Year from each 
city school were honored, with the 
district-wide winner set to be an-
nounced in January. The 2024 hon-
orees are:

• Clearview Early Learning Cen-
ter: Ashlee Cook

• Patrick Henry Elementary: Kel-
ly Williams

• Albert Harris Elementary: Jas-
mine Hall

• Martinsville Middle School: 
Beverly Woody

• Martinsville High School: Jer-
emy Scott

Graduation Date and Venue 
Changes

Responding to feedback from 
families and staff, the board ap-
proved changes to Martinsville 
High School’s graduation ceremony 
schedule.

“This is from parents to our staff,” 
said board chairperson Yvonne 
Givens. Superintendent Dr. Zebe-
dee Talley explained further: “The 
graduation is traditionally held on 
Memorial Day weekend. Our fami-
lies are traveling, a lot is going on.”

Starting in 2025, graduation will 
be held on Friday of Memorial Day 

Martinsville School Board members honor the division’s Teachers of the Year.

Early deadlines, 
holiday closings set

The Enterprise Office will be closed Monday, 
Dec. 23 through Friday, Dec. 27 to allow us to 
spend time with our families. 

We will check emails periodically. To reach us, 
email Debbie Hall, dhall@theenterprise.net or 
Pat Delaney, submissions@theenterprise.net. 

The office will reopen at 9 a.m. on Dec. 30, with 
regular hours through Dec. 31. It will be closed 
on Wednesday, Jan. 1, and reopen with regular 
hours on Thursday, Jan. 2.

The Christmas edition will be published on De-
cember 21.

For the Dec. 28 edition, items for the Commu-
nity Calendar and Classified section must be re-
ceived no later than 5 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 19.

We wish you and yours the happiest and merri-
est of holidays. 

Future Mayo River State Park

� (See Local Eatery p. 2)

� (See School Board p. 2) � (See Teachers Honored p. 7)

Father-Son Tradition: 
Bowers Tree Lot Spreads Christmas 

Cheer for 35 Years in Koehler

Mike Bowers has operated Bowers Tree Lot on Appalachian Drive in Koehler for 35 years. 
Now his son Joseph Bowers joins him in helping people find and take home their perfect 
Christmas trees. (By Holly Kozelsky)
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School Board
(cont. from page 1)

Local Eatery
(cont. from page 1)

Be sure to like the Henry 
County Enterprise on Facebook

hearing, Fincher added. He referenced a sim-
ilar situation involving Roosky’s Bar & Grill, 
a former Uptown restaurant, where a letter 
was sent requesting license revocation “right 
around the time that the homicide occurred.”

Johnson maintains there have been no inci-
dents in his place of business, and that inci-
dents outside the eatery also occur at similar 
businesses. He added that he cannot control 
public areas outside of his eatery. 

Fincher explained that ABC officials con-
sider incidents occurring within a certain 
radius of licensed establishments when eval-
uating compliance. “It could just be in the 
general area. The ABC takes a look at that, 
and takes those into consideration as being 
a result of that business even though it may 
not be inside,” he said, explaining that the 
agency assesses whether nearby incidents 
can be attributed to the business.

The police department provides ABC of-
ficials with service call records for licensed 
establishments, which are used to determine 
compliance. “Then, they’ll go and work with 
the business saying, ‘hey, you need to correct 
this, or you need to do that.’ They’re a law 
enforcement agency, but they’re also a com-
pliance agency,” Fincher said, adding Korn-
na Kitchen has maintained its license to sell 
beer and wine.

In Kornna Kitchen’s case, the recommen-
dation to review the mixed drink license fol-
lowed an analysis of police service calls and 
video footage that allegedly showed patrons 
engaging in criminal activity.

Johnson has said incidents would not occur 
if police officers controlled ‘loitering,’ which 
he cites as the reason for many issues up-
town.

Fincher addressed misconceptions about 
enforcement in Uptown Martinsville, noting 
that loitering ordinances are not enforceable 
in Virginia following a court decision declar-
ing them unconstitutional. “We can work on 
things such as trespassing on private prop-
erty, in certain areas, and drunk in public,” 
he said. “The loitering itself, there isn’t a law 
that can be enforced on that.”

In interviews after his court appearance, 
Johnson alleged many of his current issues 
are racism and/or hate crimes. 

Although he declined to comment on pend-
ing cases, speaking in general terms and 
hypothetically, Fincher said investigations/
charges are initiated because “people come to 
us or companies approach us. We investigate 
all cases brought to us.” 

City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides 
said that she does not have the facts nec-
essary to form a professional opinion about 
Johnson’s allegations. However, from a per-
sonal standpoint, she feels the situation is 

“tragic for Rico and his family. In my mind, 
Rico has just tried to run a restaurant. Rico 
has given a lot to this city.”

She added that sometimes, businesses get 
in over their head financially, and may find 
it difficult “to keep the lights on.” The situ-
ation is sad for Johnson and the city. “We 
want more businesses in our uptown.”

Professionally, Ferrell-Benavides said it 
is her job to ensure the city acts responsibly 
and acceptably. Neither the police depart-
ment nor the Commonwealth Attorney’s of-
fice fall under her purview.

“A lot of stuff is going on with this. Wheth-
er its racism or not, I can’t say one way or the 
other, but I think we all have to be cognizant 
to the times we live in,” as well as subtilty 
and subjectivity, Ferrell-Benavides said. 

Martinsville Mayor L.C. Jones said that 
based on comments he has heard, Johnson’s 
challenges stem from “classism, more of him 
not knowing his place. If he were outside of 
the area of uptown, I don’t think he would 
have many of the current issues.”

Jones said there is often a “mixed message 
between what he (Johnson) is saying and 
what we’re hearing” from other sources.

He noted that other restaurants in the city 
also face issues, with incidents sometimes 
both outside and inside. Some of those busi-
nesses also offer live music and activities 
similar to the events Johnson provides. How-
ever, Jones said the location of Johnson’s res-
taurant is comparable to the former Roosky’s, 
which was also located uptown.

Roosky’s eventually closed permanently, 
with its owner citing financial concerns at 
the time. 

Jones said he receives frequent calls about 
the TAD Tavern, its success, and other busi-
nesses in the area. He also suggested that 
some of Johnson’s problems may be “self-
inflicted. I don’t think he fully understands 
the culture and community here in Martins-
ville,” Jones said. “What he envisioned bring-
ing” in terms of a club, “the city wasn’t ready 
for that.”

Jones said he hopes Johnson’s difficulties 
“are not politicized to make people of color” 
feel unwelcome, unwanted, or pushed out 
of the city. Instead, he wants the situation 
serves as a catalyst “to have those hard con-
versations.”

If someone feels they are being targeted 
due to racism, Jones said, “and if they can 
articulate it, that it’s okay (for them) to feel 
that way,” adding that those who feel differ-
ently should have the opportunity to express 
themselves as well.

“We can’t just throw a blinder on it,” Jones 
said. “We need to get back to a place where 
we can have these sensitive conversations on 

issues. We’ve got to be able to have these dis-
cussions.”

Johnson’s history suggests decades of legal 
issues across Maryland, North Carolina, and 
other areas, including criminal and civil cas-
es involving charges such as assault, theft, 
fraud, and identity theft. Records from the 
Maryland Judiciary Case Search and North 
Carolina Judicial Branch eCourts databases 
link Johnson to numerous cases, and the U.S. 
Department of Treasury filed a federal lien 
against him for $124,845.

Johnson began working in the bail bonds 
industry in November 2011, obtaining his 
initial license through Hard Knocks Bail 
Bonds, according to the Maryland Insurance 
Administration (MIA). In August 2012, the 
agency revoked his license after discovering 
he had misrepresented his criminal history 
on his application, a violation of state law. 
Investigations into complaints indicated that 
Johnson owed significant restitution to cli-
ents.

The MIA subsequently revoked the licens-
es of Hard Knocks Bail Bonds, Hard Knocks 
Bail Bonds Co., and AAAA U Got Bail Bail 
Bonds in 2014 for violations of Maryland in-
surance laws. In March 2015, at the MIA’s 
request, the Frederick County Circuit Court 
issued a temporary restraining order to take 
down Hard Knocks’ website. The agency al-
leged the company had continued to operate 
online despite its revoked licenses, soliciting 
business and collecting payments from the 
public.

“Numerous complaints have been filed with 
the MIA relating to this business. They origi-
nated in jurisdictions including Anne Arun-
del, Baltimore, Prince George’s, and Freder-
ick counties,” the agency stated.

Johnson’s legal troubles escalated in 2017 
when he was charged with multiple counts of 
failing to return premiums, misappropriat-
ing premiums, and theft. He pleaded guilty 
to failing to return premiums and was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison, with all but 
three years suspended. He was also ordered 
to serve three years of supervised probation 
and pay $11,459 in restitution to victims.

Additionally, Johnson was convicted of 
acting as an insurance producer without a 
license, resulting in another five-year sen-
tence, with three years suspended, probation, 
and an order to pay $2,500 in restitution.

In Martinsville, Johnson is also charged 
with two counts of  extort: in writing, accord-
ing to court records. Those charges stem from 
an alleged Nov. 23 incident, court records in-
dicate.

Further court proceedings in Martinsville 
are scheduled for February 24.

da Chaney (Axton), Sarah Reed 
(Campbell Court), Leah Lagesse 
(Drewry Mason), Sarah McCor-
mick (G.W. Carver), Carl Scales 
(Meadow View), Taylor Walker 
(Mount Olivet), Jennifer Adkins 
(Rich Acres), Rachel Harrison 
(Sanville), and Kelley Bennett 
(Stanleytown); 

Middle and High Schools— 
Page Belcher (Fieldale-Collins-
ville Middle), Alisha Britton 
(Laurel Park Middle), Joshua 
Doss (Bassett High), Mart Bar-
rett (Magna Vista High), and 
Anna Rakes (Center for Commu-
nity Learning).

An intermission allowed the 
top three winners to view their 
new vehicles.

Cell Phone Policy Finalized
The board also finalized revi-

sions to the JFC-R Standards of 
Student Conduct, clarifying cell 
phone use restrictions. The new 
policy prohibits cell phone use 
during the entire school day, in-
cluding lunch and transitions be-
tween classes.

“‘Bell-to-bell’ does include 
lunch and time in between class-
es,” said Superintendent Amy 
Blake-Lewis. The policy updates 
also addressed outdated terms 
like “beepers.”

Exceptions to the ban may 
be granted through 504 or IEP 
plans. “That decision is made by 
the IEP team in conjunction with 
the Director of Student Services 
and the designee of the Superin-
tendent,” Blake-Lewis explained.

Disciplinary actions for vio-
lations will escalate gradually. 
First-time offenders will partici-
pate in an educational module, 

with more severe penalties, such 
as in-school suspension, reserved 
for repeated violations. Out-of-
school suspension is a last-resort 
consequence.

“There are two strands of con-
sequences,” Blake-Lewis said. 
Noncompliant students could 
face interventions, including 
meetings with parents and coun-
selors. Parents of compliant stu-
dents may be asked to retrieve 
confiscated phones.

Student board member Bryson 
Bateman voiced concerns about 
the new policy. “Realistically, I 
think the policy we have now is 
pretty effective,” Bateman said, 
questioning the removal of limit-
ed phone usage during lunch and 

transitions. He also expressed 
concern about the severity of 
penalties, saying, “The penalties 
for this are quite severe.”

Blake-Lewis countered with ex-
amples from districts already im-
plementing similar policies. “It 
was a ‘delight,’” she said, noting 
that students in those districts 
appeared more engaged and col-
laborative. “Several superinten-
dents said that they see students 
bringing card games and board 
games out at lunch and using 
that time to really engage with 
each other.”

Legislative Agenda and 
Other Actions

The board approved a new 
legislative agenda focusing on 

teacher recruitment and reten-
tion, competitive salaries, school 
safety, accountability, accredi-
tation, and governance. Recom-
mendations from the Evergreen 
Salary Study were also adopted, 
along with the calendar for the 
2025–2026 school year.

In other matters, the board 
also recognized achievements 
from students and staff, includ-
ing:

*Bassett High School and Mag-
na Vista High School volleyball 
players.

*Bassett High School boys’ 
cross country runners.

*Winners of the district’s holi-
day card contest.

*Virginia School Boards Asso-
ciation honorees.

Joshua Doss, who was selected as the 
District Teacher of the Year, is pictured in 
front of the new Ford Mustang Mach-E. 
Autos By Nelson provided the vehicle for 
Doss and other top teachers to use for three 
months. Doss is an educator at Bassett High 
School. (Contributed photos)

Amanda Chaney holds a bouquet of flowers 
and inspects the brand-new Ford Mustang 
Mach-E awarded to her from Autos By 
Nelson. Chaney was named the 1st runner-
up, and works at Axton Elementary School.

Carl Scales tried out the vehicle he will use 
for three months, courtesy of Barry Nelson 
and Autos By Nelson. Scales, a teacher at 
Meadow View Elementary School, was the 
2nd runner-up.
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Bailey selected 
Deputy of the Month

Henry County Sheriff’s deputy Bridgett Bailey was selected as Deputy of the Month for 
November.
Jarrett Marketing LLC, and Papa’s Pizzeria, Hollywood Cinema, and Livy’s ice cream shop 
provide free meals, movie passes, and ice cream, and a Certificate of Appreciation. Bailey 
(center) is pictured with Henry County Sheriff’s Capt. Redd (left) and Michael Jarrett. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Mayo River State Park
(cont. from page 1)

Henry County Enterprise welcomes letters to the editor and/or 
reader viewpoints of 500 words or less. Submissions may be edited 
for clarity, length, legal ramifications or general taste at the editor’s 
discretion. We reserve the right to refuse to publish submitted let-
ters for the same reasons. All letters must be signed by an individual 
and include community. Letters that do not meet these guidelines 
will not be considered for publication. Viewpoints and opinions 
expressed in letters selected for publication are the opinions of the 
writers, and do not necessarily reflect the views of Henry County 
Enterprise. 

Letters to the Editor Guidelines

(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired 
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)
Meetings

Tuesday, December 17
City Council Meeting, 7 p.m., Municipal 

Building, 55 W. Church Street, Martinsville.

Henry County Board of Supervisors meetings, 
3 and 6 p.m., Summerlin Room, Henry County 
Administration Building. 

Events

Friday, December 13 
Christmas Extravaganza, 5 p.m., Spencer-

Penn Center, 475 Spencer Penn Rd, Spencer.

Saturday, December 14
The 10th Annual Brenda Riggins Memorial 

Christmas Blood Drive with the American Red 
Cross, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Stanleytown El-
ementary School Gymnasium, 74 Edgewood 
Drive, Stanleytown. Walk-ins are welcome, but 
appointments have priority. You may schedule 
an appointment by contacting the American Red 
Cross at 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 

online at www.redcrossblood.org, Sponsor Code: 
Brenda, or in the Red Cross Blood Donor App.   

Thursday, December 19
Silent Book Club Meeting, 6 to 7:30 p.m., Oak-

dale Inn, 214 Oakdale St, Martinsville.

ONGOING

Uptown Pub Run, every Monday at 6.p.m., 
meets at Renewal Brewing 32 Franklin St, Mar-
tinsville. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific Bay 
Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, Martins-
ville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 a.m. 
The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children un-
der 12. All you can eat sausage, fried bologna, 
eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, made from 
scratch biscuits, made to order pancakes, coffee 
and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music 
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play 
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to 
a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel music 
by different bands each week. If you want, bring 
a snack to share. This event is free to the pub-
lic. Any donations received will go to the Bassett 
Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with 
your library card. The passes are good for one 
day and exclude special events. There is a wait 
period before you can check out the pass again. 
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public 
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New 
members are welcome. For more information, 
please call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school 
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

needs.
A dedicated Advisory Committee 

is working closely with the DCR to 
ensure the master plan reflects di-
verse perspectives. The committee 
includes representatives from or-
ganizations such as the Dan River 
Basin Association (DRBA), Henry 
County government, the Martins-
ville-Henry County Chamber of 
Commerce, the Southwestern Pied-
mont Master Naturalists, the Sap-
pony Tribe, the Monacan Indian 
Nation, and local civic groups.

“The Advisory Committee is in-
volved at every stage of the master 
planning process, meeting three 
times to review and share ideas 
about park goals, programming, 
site design, and overall planning,” 
the DCR states.

Henry County Administrator 
Dale Wagoner emphasized the im-
portance of community participa-
tion.

“Mayo River State Park will 
bring so much to the area—outdoor 
adventures, chances to learn about 
nature, and a real boost for tourism 
and our local economy,” Wagoner 
said. “The meeting on December 16 
is a chance for everyone to have a 
voice in shaping this park for the 
future. I hope folks will come out 
and share their ideas—it’s going to 
be an exciting step forward for our 
county.”

Those unable to attend can stay 
informed and provide feedback 
through the DCR website or email.

Mayo River State Park boasts 

several unique features:
• Size and Location: Spanning 

637 acres, the park is nestled in the 
scenic landscape of Henry County 
with elevations ranging from 710 
to 965 feet.

• Historical Roots: Once home 
to the Sappony Native American 
tribes, the area contains archaeo-
logical evidence of villages from 
1000-1450. The park’s name hon-
ors surveyor William Mayo, who 
helped map the Virginia-North 
Carolina border in the early 1700s.

• Scenic Rivers: Portions of the 
North and South Mayo Rivers were 
designated as Virginia Scenic Riv-
ers in 2008, recognizing their eco-
logical and recreational value.

• Trail System: Dedicated on 
Earth Day 2022, the park’s trails 
provide visitors with opportunities 
to explore its natural beauty.

• Regional Collaboration: 
Sharing a border with North Caro-
lina’s Mayo River State Park al-
lows for cross-state initiatives and 
resource sharing.

The DCR aims to complete the 
park’s master plan by fall 2026, 
setting a clear roadmap for its de-
velopment. Public participation at 
meetings like the one on December 
16 ensures the park reflects the val-
ues and needs of the community.

For more information about 
the meeting or Mayo River State 
Park, visit www.mayoriverspmas-
terplanva.com or email Plannin-
gResources@dcr.virginia.gov.

An outline of the proposed Mayo River State Park boundaries and features. The current 
timeline indicates the Master Plan will be completed by fall 2026.

City deputy receives 
Top Gun Award

Martinsville Sheriff’s Office 1st Lt. T. Gary received the Top Gun Award. Gary scored 99.2 
at the qualifying range. The award takes maximum effort and sharpshooter skills to obtain. 
He is pictured with Martinsville Sheriff Steve Draper (left). Congressional staff 

set local office hours
Ninth District Rep. Morgan 

Griffith’s staff will be available at 
the following locations on Decem-
ber 18.

City of Martinsville: 10 – 11:30 
a.m., City Hall, Room 208, 55 W. 
Church St., Martinsville;

Patrick County: 12:30 – 2 p.m., 
Patrick County Administration 
Building, Conference Room, 106 
Rucker Street, Stuart.

In the event of inclement weath-

er (heavy snow, sleet, icy rain, 
etc.), traveling office hours may 
be rescheduled to avoid putting 
constituents at risk. If schools are 
closed, office hours will be closed 
as well. Call the Christiansburg 
Office, (540) 381-5671 or the 
Abingdon Office, (276) 525-1405 
with any questions or to schedule 
an appointment time in the event 
of an office hour closure.
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The Lights of Christmas
After several false 

starts I’ve finally gotten 
the string of lights hang-
ing along the roof of the 
porch.

Unfortunately, they 
are hanging down verti-
cally, not across horizon-
tally.

I’d give up, but I can’t 
even give up until I 
climb back up the stepladder and 
get them down, then fold them up 
tight, shove them back in the box, 
then take all the matching boxes 
that are on the porch table, and go 
upstairs, then go into my daugh-
ter’s room, move the bedside table – 
nope, I’m not even done explaining 
yet – open the little door, get on my 
knees, reach into the dark recesses 
of the storage space, pull out one of 
the Christmas boxes, put the boxes 
in, then hoist myself to my feet, 
close the little door, put back the 
furniture, and, whew.

What a hassle. It’s too much work 
even to give up properly, so there 
they’ve been there, hanging the 
wrong way for the past few days.

As I drive around, I admire in 
wonder all the sparkling Christmas 
lights I see in other people’s yards. 
How high people have climbed on 
ladders around and around the 
trees! How precise the lines along 
the angles of the houses, even along 
the rooflines!

For a couple of years, I did man-
age to light up my yard with color-
ful displays all in the trees, even 
way out there toward the road. I 
loved it, my daughter loved it, and 
a lot of people complimented it.

But here’s the catch. It took a few 
days to put those lights up. For a 
working woman with a small child, 
time to do things is hard to come by, 
and it’s even harder to do things in 
winter when it’s dark after you get 
home from work. All your eggs are 
in the basket of the weekend, and 
if you have something else you are 
obligated to do on a Saturday or 
Sunday, you’re outta luck.

But the hassle of putting lights 
up absolutely, totally, completely 
pales in comparison to the real 
struggle to get them down. By the 
time we’re getting them down, it’s 
much colder outside, and since 
Christmas is over and we’re just 
doing the clean-up, it’s no fun at all.

So now I have three or four tubs 
full of Christmas lights and exten-
sion cords which mock me every 
time we get out the boxes of Christ-
mas stuff, or, in fact, whenever I try 
to get through the crawlspace un-
der the house but have a hard time 
getting around because they are in 

the way.
I did get lights up on the side 

porch. Of course, the string of 
lights that’s supposed to attach to 
them but reach out to go around the 
crepe Myrtle tree is still just sitting 
coiled up on the porch swing.

I’ve been thinking about how 
great that front porch would look 
all year long. The porch is new – 
this house used to have one, but 
it burned off in a fire in the 1970s 
and I had a porch put back on last 
spring – so I had to nail up the nails 
all along the roofline.

Hooks would have been better, 
but after two or three times of going 
to town and meaning to get hooks 
but forgetting, I decided just plain 
nails would do.

A few days after work, I managed 
to get up a few nails, but it’s a long 
porch, and it got too dark and cold 
to finish.

Then there was the Saturday I 
thought I could put up the lights 
before we had to leave for a funeral, 
but I was disappointed to realize 
that the cords were all folded up.

I unfolded and tried to straight-
en the cords, but it sunk in that it 
would take way too long.

Forget it! I said. I’ll deal with it 
after the funeral!

But it was dark after the funeral, 
the trip to the store and the other 
Saturday errands.

Inside the house, we got every-
thing decorated beautifully, but 
didn’t get all the boxes put away 
yet.

Having boxes in the hall takes 
away a lot of the enjoyment of the 
(otherwise) beauty.

But it’s just a whole new under-
taking to get them back into the 
crawl space, when we’re always 
having to run off instead to this ap-
pointment, that club meeting, or 
that extra-curricular activity.

However, there is one way in 
which having so much trouble get-
ting my own decorating done has 
benefited me.

I now truly enjoy other people’s 
Christmas lights much more thor-
oughly than I would have had I not 
known how much time and effort it 
takes to put them up and take them 
back down again.

The Legislator and 
the Ombudsman

During the re-
cent election season, 
many congressional 
candidates who vot-
ed against various 
spending bills were 
criticized by their 
opponents for voting 
against those bills 
and yet working to 
get money for their 
districts from pro-
grams authorized by 
said bills.

I submit to you, 
it is not disingenu-
ous but a misunder-
standing of the role 
of Congress. This 
may require you to 
remember your civics 
lessons from school.

At its core, any 
member of U.S. Con-
gress has two signifi-
cantly different roles.

One comes in the 
realm of policy. We 
are policymakers, 
and that means draft-
ing legislation, ana-
lyzing bills, suggest-
ing changes and then 
voting for or against 
the legislation.

Further, the poli-
cymaker is tasked 
to meet with stake-
holders, address wit-
nesses in committee, 
and attend numerous 
forums.

Whenever I weigh 
decisions on support-
ing or opposing a par-
ticular bill, I always 
consider if the bill is 
in the best interests 
of my constituents.

What’s confusing is 
once a bill is passed, 
the legislator switch-
es from the classic 
policymaker role to 
an ombudsman role.

The ombudsman 
role of a Congress-
man is interfacing 
with the government 
for their constituents.

My office can help 
folks with their pass-
ports, assist in inqui-
ries related to federal 
matters and provide 
insight on federal 
grant applications.

Further, the om-
budsman role in-
cludes working with 
constituents, wheth-
er it be an individual, 
institution or another 
government agency, 
in receiving benefits 
passed by Congress.

The money is going 
to be spent, whether I 

approve of the under-
lying policy or not. 
And as an ombuds-
man, it is my duty to 
help get federal as-
sistance for projects 
in the Ninth.

Because of these 
two different roles, 
some will misleading-
ly claim a lawmaker 
is not being consis-
tent when they voted 
against the underly-
ing bill but applaud 
the money coming to 
the district.

But it’s not that 
simple.

Why you may ask? 
Let me explain.

Legislation X may 
come in the form of a 
government spending 
bill, where massive 
numbers of programs 
are funded in bills 
that may be thou-
sands of pages.

Voting against the 
bill is a policy deci-
sion. When voting 
no, I, like many law-
makers, will have 
determined that the 
overall bill, despite 
some good in it, will 
do more harm than 
good.

Once the bill be-
comes law, however, 
in my role as an om-
budsman, it is my job 
to get money for my 
district.

One example of this 
is the 2022 Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA). 
I voted against the 
bill, which injected 
billions of dollars 
into the economy in 
an effort to advance 
a Green New Deal 
agenda, funded the 
hiring of 87,000 new 
Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) agents, 
and place new regu-
lations and require-
ments on some pre-
scription drugs.

The IRA passed 
and became law.

At that point, the 
provisions in the 

bill allowed for any 
number of clean en-
ergy projects to come 
about. Projects in the 
Ninth District be-
came eligible to re-
ceive federal dollars, 
such as a lumber 
grader for a lumber 
company. Further, 
the IRA included a 
tax credit provision 
for zero-emissions 
nuclear power pro-
duction, promoting 
an energy source that 
can produce safer, 
more affordable ener-
gy at a more efficient 
rate.

If the bill only had 
money directed to-
wards nuclear power 
production, or the 
timber industry, I 
likely would have 
supported it.

But the bill was 
massive, and most of 
it in my opinion was 
a waste of taxpayer 
dollars. As the legis-
lator, I voted no. As 
the ombudsman, I 
applauded these rea-
sonable projects.

A separate proj-
ect under the Infra-
structure Investment 
and Jobs Act (IIJA), 
known as the Broad-
band Equity, Access, 
and Deployment 
(BEAD) program, au-
thorized investments 
for the deployment of 
broadband service to 
areas of the country 
that lack sufficient 
high-speed internet, 
including rural areas.

After the IIJA’s 
passage, Governor 
Youngkin submit-
ted Virginia’s BEAD 
application. Other 
state applications 
were approved dur-
ing this time, while it 
remained to be seen 
if Virginia’s applica-
tion was accepted or 
denied.

This year, I pressed 
an official from the 
National Telecom-
munications Infor-
mation Administra-
tion (NTIA) on why 
Virginia’s applica-
tion hadn’t been 
approved. To me, 
Youngkin’s proposal 
was a great plan to 
close the digital di-
vide and equip rural 
Virginia with access 
to broadband.

Following the hear-
ing, Virginia’s appli-
cation was approved. 
I did not vote for the 
IIJA as the legislator, 
but as the ombuds-
man, I was happy to 
press federal officials 
to help Virginia and 
the Ninth District.

I may not always 
believe in the under-
lying bill, but none-
theless, once it is law, 
I will not stop advo-
cating for you, your 
businesses and our 
region.

Call the Abingdon 
office at (276) 525-
1405, the Christians-
burg office at 540-
381-5671, or email 
by visiting www.mor-
gangr i f f i th .house .
gov with questions or 
comments.
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Holiday eating - December 
pleasures, holiday regret? 
We don’t have to eat ourselves 

to death to enjoy the holidays. I’m 
including myself when I say this. 
I gained two pounds just from 
Thanksgiving day alone. I had fi-
nally lost a few pounds and presto, 
faster than the twinkling of an eye 
I gained two back.

It’s easy to do. I ate generous por-
tions of ham and turkey, along with 
derby pie (two pieces), oatmeal cake 
and sweet potato pie. Yum, yum it 
was so darn good! 

To show for my eating frenzy is 
some added weight and a high blood 
sugar number the next day. There 
are consequences to such pleasure!

If I get into my holiday rut of 
eating peanut butter fudge, cherry 
candy and every Christmas cookie 
that comes my way, I am certain to 
gain five pounds and probably more 
between now and New Year’s Eve. 
I really don’t want to look at Janu-
ary 1, 2025 with another resolution 
that includes spending all of 2025 
trying to lose all the damage I did 
in December of 2024.

Thus, I have decided to attempt 
to lose a few pounds in December 
leading up to Christmas Eve. I’ll 
probably blow it on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day because my 
wife is a phenomenal cook and ev-
erything she makes tastes so good. 
Most likely on Christmas Day, I’ll 
gain a pound or two back, if I can 
really lose it. It’s just scary how I’ve 
lost it so many times but it keeps 
finding me. There has to be some 
kind of device that fat has implant-
ed in me because it keeps finding 
where I am! 

You have to decide for yourself. 
Eat, drink, be merry and regret it 
in January or just say to heck with 
it and get fatter and fatter. If you 
don’t care, nobody else cares. It’s up 
to us individually.

Here’s a question for you. Do you 
not know of any way to celebrate De-
cember other than eating like crazy 
for an entire month? There are al-
ternatives. Try singing Christmas 
songs or listening to Christmas 
music. Watch Christmas movies. 
Send out Christmas cards. Go to a 
mall somewhere or Walmart and 
walk for an hour or so three or four 
times a week. Call people and wish 
them Merry Christmas. Take some 
of those goodies to a local nursing 
home. Take your tree down and put 
it back up again, anything but eat-
ing non-stop.

It’s your life and your one body 
that God gave to you. I’m not point-
ing my finger at anybody because 
I would have four pointing back at 
me.

Food is a blessed gift from God. 
So, enjoy your food and let’s give 
God thanks for every bite because 
so many people have so little to eat. 
There’s another idea, share some of 
your goodies with the homeless.

My hope and prayer is that our 
December season will be filled with 
joy. Enjoy it all but just know Janu-
ary is right around the corner. How 
much do you want to have to lose in 
2025? How bad do you want to feel 
on January 1?

It’s so true that life is short and 
we should enjoy every day. Howev-
er, shouldn’t we make some effort 
to try to make this brief life just a 
few years longer so we can enjoy a 
few more holidays? Of course, even 
if you try to eat healthy and exer-
cise you may still die young, but 
maybe you will die feeling better. 

Dr. Glenn Mollette is read in all 
50 states. Find out more at Glen-
nMollette.com

email. gmollette@aol.com. Find 
his books at all book dealers and his 
music at all streaming platforms.
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Lovell inducted 
into local chapter

At a recent meeting of the Colonel George Waller Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, local author Pete Lovell was inducted as a member. His patriot ancestor of 
record is James Johnston, who served as one of George Washington’s Life Guards.
In the photo (from left to right) are Andrew Doss, chapter registrar; Gary Hollandsworth, 
chapter treasurer and member sponsor; Pete Lovell; and Karen Lovell.

The end of civility
Well ladies and gentlemen, it 

seems that decorum has gone out 
the window. You can kiss polite-
ness and civility goodbye. While 
you’re at it, say sayonara to gentil-
ity and geniality, and don’t get too 
attached to esprit de corps, either. 

Yes, it’s a new day in America, 
a crueler, more mean-spirited era. 
All the things we used to value — 
maintaining the status quo, look-
ing the other way, taking it — have 
just been lit on fire and burned to 
the ground while a bunch of smug 
jerks dance around the ashes.

There’s no point in beating 
around the bush. You’ve surely 
heard the news I’m referring to. 

That’s right: Avaricio, the robot 
that eats children and turns them 
into money, has been shot and 
killed.

You would think that’s bad 
enough, but the story gets worse. 
People are celebrating Avaricio’s 
demise! They don’t care that this 
robot was gunned down as it was 
attempting to snake one of its ex-
tendable claw arms into a hospital 
nursery. They think it’s all just a 
big laugh! These are sick people. 

Now listen: I don’t necessarily 
agree with everything that Avari-
cio did. I’m not the biggest fan of 
a cold, unfeeling robot scooping in-
nocent screaming children into its 
cruel steel jaws and then alchemi-
cally converting them into stacks 
of $100 bills. But I’ve always been 
taught that when someone dies, be 
they human or robot, you should 
never, ever take even a single mo-
ment to question whether their 
death represents a net positive to 
humanity, nor should you ever say 
a single bad word about them ever 
again.

I didn’t come here today to think 
critically about Avaricio; I came 
here to cluck my tongue at those 
that did. 

Did you ever stop to think that 
Avaricio was programmed to eat 
children and turn them into mon-
ey? He was just following orders! 
What, are we going to execute ev-
eryone who did something horrible 
because they were following or-

ders? We’re not Nazis. 
If people had a problem with Av-

aricio, the robot that eats children 
and turns them into money, they 
should have found a different way 
to protest. They could have stood 
quietly on a sidewalk somewhere 
holding a sign, or changed their 
Facebook profile photo to a black 
background, or thrown soup on the 
protective plexiglass shield cover-
ing a famous painting. But instead, 
someone took an action that re-
sulted in actual consequences, and 
that’s something that can never be 
taken back. 

But rest assured, the person who 
killed Avaricio will be caught. This 
isn’t going to be like one of those 
dime a dozen child disappearanc-
es we’ve been experiencing lately; 
we’re going to put some real re-
sources behind this manhunt. Law 
enforcement won’t rest until Avari-
cio’s killer has been brought to jus-
tice. Already, the FBI believes they 
have a suspect: a man with nothing 
to lose whose loved one was eaten 
by Avaricio. This has narrowed the 
field down to a scant 47,385 sus-
pects, and it’ll be no time at all be-
fore he’s brought to justice. 

In the meantime, I hope everyone 
out there can show just a shred of 
human decency. This isn’t funny; 
it’s a tragedy.

Frankly, all this animosity aimed 
at this child-eating robot is inhu-
man. 

OPINION

By Ben R. Williams

Don’t let scammers ruin 
holiday gift card giving
Taxpayers should watch out for 

gift card scams especially during 
the holiday season. The IRS never 
asks for or accepts gift cards as pay-
ment for a tax bill.

Common holiday scams
Scammers may try to trick tax-

payers into falling for the gift card 
scam. With this scam, criminals 
may impersonate government or 
collections officials and send offi-
cial-looking requests for gift cards 
to resolve an outstanding debt or 
issue. The scammer may ask the 
victim to purchase the gift cards 
from different stores to avoid the 
suspicion of store employees. Once 
the taxpayer buys the gift cards, 
the scammer will ask the taxpayer 
to provide the gift card number and 
PIN.

Scammers could also:
Send emails that appear to be 

from a legitimate company but are 
not.

Pose as an IRS agent and call the 
taxpayer stating that the taxpayer 
is linked to criminal activity.

Threaten or harass the taxpayer 
by telling them that they must pay 
a fake tax penalty.

Find out more about how to avoid 
tax scams and fraud.

How to tell if it’s really the IRS
The IRS will never:
Call to demand immediate pay-

ment using a specific payment 
method such as a gift card, prepaid 
debit card or wire transfer. Gener-
ally, the IRS will first mail a bill to 
any taxpayer who owes taxes.

Demand that taxpayers pay taxes 
without the opportunity to question 
or appeal the amount they owe. All 
taxpayers should be aware of their 
rights.

Threaten to bring in local police, 
immigration officers or other law 
enforcement to have the taxpayer 
arrested for not paying.

Threaten to revoke the taxpayer’s 
driver’s license, business licenses 
or immigration status.

What to do if targeted by a 
scam

Anyone who has been a target of 
a scam should contact the Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Admin-
istration to report a phone scam. 
Use the IRS Impersonation Scam 
Reporting webpage or call 800-366-
4484. Taxpayers targeted by scams 
can also report to the Federal Trade 
Commission or visit their state at-
torney general.

Health News
Health News
The West Piedmont Health Dis-

trict reports the Care Resource Co-
ordination is a program for people 
who have been impacted by respi-
ratory illnesses such as COVID-19, 
influenza (flu), and respiratory 
syncytial virus (RSV).  A Care Re-
source Coordinator can connect 
people to local resources such as 
food assistance, childcare, and sup-
port programs for people experienc-
ing long-term effects of COVID-19, 
called Long COVID.   

In Virginia, current rates of CO-
VID-19 are low and stable. Sea-
sonal flu activity remains low. RSV 
activity is increasing, particularly 
in young children. Respiratory in-
fections caused by rhinoviruses/
enteroviruses and the bacterium 
Mycoplasma pneumoniae remain 
elevated, primarily among chil-
dren. Respiratory illness activity is 
expected to increase in the coming 
weeks, as it usually does in the fall 
and winter. The most up-to-date 
data can be found on VDH’s Respi-
ratory Disease Dashboard.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol & Prevention (CDC) estimates 
that flu vaccination prevented 9.8 
million flu-related illnesses, 4.8 
million medical visits, 120,000 
flu-related hospitalizations, and 
7,900 flu-related deaths during the 
2023–2024 season. Studies have 
shown that older adults who get a 
flu vaccine are 40% less likely to be 
hospitalized because of influenza. 

In children, a study showed that 
influenza vaccination reduced the 
likelihood that a child would need 
care in a pediatric ICU because of 
influenza by 70%.

VDH Earns Innovation Award
The Virginia Department of 

Health (VDH) received the AIM 
Bull’s-Eye Award for Innovation 
and Excellence in Immunization. 
The award is presented annually 
to three state, territorial, or ur-
ban area immunization programs 
(awardees) in recognition of an out-
standing immunization initiative. 
The award celebrates immuniza-
tion programs’ strategic initiatives 
that “hit their mark,” achieving 
goals and increasing awareness by 
encouraging replication in other 
programs. 

The VVD’s Department of Health 
Division of Immunizations initia-
tive highlighted the importance of 
providing newborns with respira-
tory syncytial virus (RSV) protec-
tion within one week of birth by 
simplifying enrollment of birthing 
hospitals in their VFC program. 
This initiative increased the acces-
sibility of free RSV protection for 
more children at birth.

December is Seasonal Depres-
sion Awareness Month. 

If you or someone you know is ex-
periencing suicidal thoughts, call 
911, or call the 988 Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline at 988 or 1-800-273-8255 or 
text HOME to the Crisis Text Line 
at 741741.

Weaver Wins a “Best 
of SNO” Award

Ferrum College Sophomore 
Grace Weaver, an assistant editor 
of the Iron Blade has won a “Best 
of SNO” award for her story on 
“Considering Chemo.”

Kappa Delta Phi (KDP) spon-
sored a presentation by Amy 
Fender, who is an Educational 
Support Navigator with the ASK 
Childhood Cancer Foundation at 
Carilion Children’s Pediatric He-
matology and Oncology Clinic in 
Roanoke. She serves as a media-
tor between hospitals and schools 
to provide the most positive edu-
cational experience for children 
with chronic illnesses and their 
families. Students in the educa-

tion, nurs-
ing, and 
social work 
p r o g r a m s 
and faculty 
gathered in 
the library, 
l i s t e n i n g 
to Fender’s 
story and 
the im-
pact che-
motherapy 
can have 
on children 
and their 
education.

In total, 
the Iron 
Blade has 
won eight 
w r i t i n g 
awards in 
the past 

year, along with the four national 
awards from the American Scho-
lastic Press Association--bringing 
its total to 12 awards.

Assistant Professor of English 
and Journalism and advisor Dave 
Campbell said, “Grace Weaver 
is such a talented writer and re-
porter. But more than that, she is 
conscientious and takes her role 
as Assistant Editor quite serious-
ly. It has been wonderful to watch 
her growth over the past three se-
mesters, and I’m so excited to see 
her continue to refine her craft. 
With her talent and work ethic, 
the sky is literally the limit with 
her.”

Work on solar 
facility progresses

Work continues on a solar facility being constructed on the site of the Bassett Country 
Club. The view, captured from Stanleytown Elementary School, shows progress on the 
project. (By Ray Reyolds)
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Foundation Launches 
“Apiary Retreat” Project 

Beegins With You Foundation hosted its first 
donor event for the “Apiary Retreat” project, 
marking the beginning of an exciting journey to-
wards environmental stewardship and commu-
nity support. The event, held on November 27, 
brought together donors and community leaders 
to explore the future vision of the Apiary Retreat. 

Donors included Dr. David L. Jones, his wife 
Justine, and their sons Owen and Lawson. In 
partnership with his parents, Karen and Dr. 
David C. Jones are investing in the youth of our 
community through their businesses Jones and 
DeShon Orthodontics and Roanoke Valley Ortho-
dontics. Their commitment to community engage-
ment and fostering an environment of support 
aligns perfectly with the mission of the Apiary 
Retreat. 

During the event, attendees toured the grounds, 
engaging with the project’s vision, which will in-
clude gardens, blueberry orchard, bee-keeping 
area, walking paths, and educational signage 
highlighting the importance of bees in our com-
munity. These activities are designed to foster 
stewardship and community engagement, with 
the harvest being packaged and donated to those 
in need.

“The Apiary Retreat is more than just a project; 
it’s a movement to inspire acts of kindness and 
support,” said Beegins With You Founder Blake 
Shumate. “Just like bees pollinate flowers, we 
aim to spread love and support throughout our 
community.” 

Dr. Jones and his son and their families, 
through their orthodontic practices, are dedicated 
to treating patients with respect and compassion, 
a philosophy that resonates with the values of 

Beegins With You Foundation. Together, we are 
committed to creating a supportive community 
where everyone can thrive. 

The Apiary Retreat project will take several 
years to complete, but its impact will be felt im-
mediately as it brings together individuals and 
organizations committed to making a difference. 
The foundation invites the community to join in 
this journey and be part of a legacy of kindness 
and sustainability. For more information about 
the Apiary Retreat project or to get involved, 
please contact media@beeginswithyou.org.

power move.

Safe Step. North Ameri-
ca’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-

prehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 

1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 

available. Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited Time Offer 

– up to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 

Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 

off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

LIVESTOCK SALES

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, 

tile, closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Refer-

ences. Bob Morehouse 
Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-

Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Forestry mulching, over-
grown property cleanup, 
bush-hogging, pasture 

& field reclamation, ATV 
& walking trails, hunting 
lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator work. 
Free estimates. Call 276-
229-9410 or Facebook 
Thomas Land Solutions 

LLC

Full and Part-time 
team drivers

Blue Ridge Aquaculture 
subsidiary is looking for 

dependable driver teams 
or drivers to be matched 

with another driver for 
dedicated NE routes. 

Driving couples or current 
teams are encouraged 
to apply. We have both 

full & part-time opportuni-
ties. Home every other 

night. CDL (Class A) and 
2 years of experience 

required. Must be at least 
21 years of age with a 

good driving record. Must 
be physically able to 

climb on tanker to facili-
tate securing and unload-
ing of product. Must have 

a valid US Passport or 
able to obtain one within 

90 days.
Excellent benefits pack-
age including medical, 

dental, vision, life, short 
term disability, long term 

disability, and 401K. 
Medical and vision insur-
ance for the employee 
is provided at no cost.
Apply online at www.

blueridgeaquaculture.
com, or call 276-632-
9440 to make an ap-
pointment to apply in 

person at 555 Industrial 
Park Drive, Ridgeway, VA 
24148 during office hours 

(M - F 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm). Pay: $90,000.00 

- $105,000.00 per year 
based on number of trips.

AUCTIONS
FIREARMS AUCTION. 

LIVE, ONLINE & PHONE 
BIDDING December 

13th 1pm & 14th 10am. 
Military, Modern, Sporting 
& Classic Firearms. www.

montroseauction.com. 478-
376-4559 Greensboro, GA. 

GAL 2006

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Win-

dows Installed! Starting at 
$350 Call 804-739-8207 
for More Details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters! 

FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac 

Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 

FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 

SERVICES

Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

HELP WANTED

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795

LEGAL

BCIA CULPEPER 
SENIOR BULL SALE, 

Saturday, December 14, 
Noon, Culpeper Agricultural 
Enterprise, Culpeper, VA. 
Selling 80 Angus, Charo-
lais, Gelbvieh, Gelbvieh 
Balancer, Hereford, Sim-

mental and SimAngus bulls.  
Catalog 540-231-9159. 

Sale information available at 
www.virginiabcia.com. Sale 
available online at https://

www.liveauctions.tv/

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliver-

attorneyva.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mu-

tual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 

now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 
www.dental50plus.com/

virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-

216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, 

call 1-855-262-5564

Legal 2 col x 1-1/2”
1123 1130 1207 1214

ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CL24000320-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
MARTINSVILLE CIRCUIT COURT
55 W CHURCH STREET, MARTINSVILLE VA 24112
HOLLEY NICHOLE WIMBISH v. MATTHEW STEPHEN WIMBISH 
The object of this suit is to:
TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE
It is ORDERED that MATTHEW STEPHEN WIMBISH appear at the 
above-named court and protect his interests on or before JANUARY 
30, 2025.

11/14/24

 We are seeking a highly skilled and 
experienced Driver. You will be responsible 

for safely and e�ciently transporting clients 
to their destinations. This role requires a 
strong commitment to safety, excellent 
driving skills and a professional attitude. 
Contact (Jonwalter146@gmail.com) with 

resumes and cover letters.

Personal Driver Needed

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

Pictured, left to right, Lori Fox, Billy Boaz, Justine Jones, Dr. 
David L. Jones, Lawson Jones, Owen Jones, Dr. David C. 
Jones, and Blake Shumate.
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	 Sports Schedule
Following are the dates and times of local high school 
teams and their games for the week of December 
16-21:

12/16	 5:45pm Boys Basketball SVA at Carlisle
	 7pm Girls Basketball Bassett at Patrick 	
	 County
	 7pm Boys Basketball Patrick County at 	
	 Bassett
12/17	 7pm Girls Basketball George Washington 	
	 at Bassett
	 7pm Girls Basketball Franklin County at 	
	 Magna Vista
	 7pm Girls Basketball Martinsville at 		
	 Mecklenburg County
	 7pm Boys Basketball Bassett at George 	
	 Washington

	 7pm Boys Basketball Magna Vista at 		
	 Franklin County
	 7pm Boys Basketball Mecklenburg County 	
	 at Martinsville
12/18	 5pm Wrestling Multiple Schools at Bassett
	 5pm Wrestling Martinsville at Bassett
	 6pm Wrestling Magna Vista at George 	
	 Washington
	 TBD Girls Basketball Reidsville at 		
	 Martinsville (Martinsville M.S.)
12/19	 7pm Girls Basketball Chatham at Magna 	
	 Vista
	 7pm Boys Basketball Magna Vista at 		
	 Chatham
12/20	 5pm Swim & Dive	 Bassett at Halifax 		
	 County
	 5pm Swim & Dive	 Magna Vista at 		

	 Martinsville
	 7pm Girls Basketball Magna Vista at 		
	 Bassett
	 7pm Girls Basketball George Washington 	
	 at Martinsville (Martinsville M.S.)
	 7pm Boys Basketball Bassett at Magna 	
	 Vista
	 7pm Boys Basketball Martinsville at George 	
	 Washington
	 7:30pm Boys Basketball Morehead at 		
	 Carlisle
12/21	 9am Wrestling Bassett at William Byrd
	 9am Wrestling Martinsville at William Byrd
	 4pm Boys Basketball Bassett at Morehead
	 7:30pm Boys Basketball McMichael at 	
	 Carlisle

Teachers Honored
(cont. from page 1)
weekend at 7 p.m., rather than Sat-
urday, and will take place outdoors 
to accommodate larger crowds. The 
later time is also intended to avoid 
the daytime heat.

While the board acknowledged 
concerns about scheduling conflicts 
with Henry County’s graduation, 
members agreed the changes would 
benefit the community overall.

Policy Updates and VSBA In-
sights

The board approved minor policy 
adjustments, including updates to 
cross-references and the inclusion 
of collective bargaining.

Members also reflected on im-
pactful moments from the recent 
Virginia School Boards Association 
(VSBA) Conference. Talley shared 
insights from an early board ses-
sion, emphasizing the importance 
of fostering tolerance for differing 
opinions.

“I think that’s something that’s 

almost been lost in our country,” 
Talley said. He expressed a de-
sire to incorporate this lesson into 
schools, teaching students that dis-

agreement doesn’t justify actions 
like bullying.

Talley also noted sessions ad-
dressing staff liability issues, such 

as social media usage and cell-
phone searches. He praised the city 
schools for being ahead of the curve 
in areas like artificial intelligence, 
another key topic at the conference.

“I took a lot of notes from both 
sessions,” Talley said, describing 
the conference as a valuable re-
source for growth and learning.

Additional Updates
*The board announced that stu-

dents will be dismissed three hours 
early on December 18, marking the 
start of Winter Break.

*The next school board meeting 
is scheduled for January 13, when 
the first reading of the budget is 
scheduled. A second meeting on 
January 27 will include time for 
public comments on the budget.

*In other recognitions, the board 
celebrated previous members and 
awarded the Continuous Improve-
ment Exemplar Award to Martins-
ville High School.

Martinsville High School Principal Aji Dixon (center) accepts the school’s Continuous 
Improvement Exemplar Award. He is flanked by Schools Superintendent Dr. Zebedee 
Talley (left), and school board members.  

Smith River Singers Mark 10th Anniversary 
with Handel’s ‘Messiah’ at Christmas Concert

By Jessica Dillon
The Smith River Singers cele-

brated their 10th anniversary with 
a stirring Christmas concert on 
December 9 at the Galilean House 
of Worship. The centerpiece of the 
performance was Handel’s Messi-
ah, drawing an audience of nearly 
1,000 people to the venue.

The choir, which began in 2014 
with just 23 members, has grown 
to more than 80 singers. “We were 
very small and kind of struggling 
a little bit at the beginning,” said 
Dr. Pam Randall, who leads the 
group. “The youngest singer is 14 
or 15, and the oldest singer is 91. 
We span a very large range of ages, 
socioeconomic backgrounds, and 
races. It’s a choir that represents 
the community.”

The Galilean House of Worship 
has hosted the event since before 
the COVID-19 pandemic, after the 
concert outgrew its original loca-
tion at First Baptist Church. “We 
quickly outgrew that facility,” Ran-
dall said. The current venue, which 
seats about 1,000 people, features 
a choir loft that can accommodate 
up to 85 singers. “It’s a great venue 
for us to perform in,” she said.

Professional opera singers joined 
the performance as soloists, along-

side Still Water, a small ensemble 
within the Smith River Singers, 
which performed “Silent Night” 
and “O Come, O Come, Emmanu-
el.” A live orchestra, which included 
students from Bassett High School, 
added depth to the program. “Our 
very own bass is singing the bass 
solo,” Randall said.

The choir, composed of non-au-
ditioned volunteer singers from 
Martinsville and Henry County, fo-
cuses on bringing free music to the 
community. The group presents 
both a winter and a spring per-
formance. “It’s a different feeling 
when you sing in a massive choir 
like this,” Randall said. “People 
like the magic that a large group of 
voices can create.”

The choir began rehearsals for 
the concert in early September. 
Most participants are returning 
singers, but Randall noted that 
about 10 new members joined this 
year. The performance, which high-
lighted the Christmas portions of 
Handel’s Messiah, included texts 
drawn from the King James Bible.

“It is the highlight of my Christ-
mas singing,” Randall said. She 
added that the choir provides a 
creative outlet that brings her “a 

ton of joy.” The group was also 
featured this year on PBS’s Buzz 
4Good, which showcases nonprof-
its. “They’re really passionate 
about singing,” Randall said.

The Smith River Singers will re-
turn to the Galilean House of Wor-
ship for their Spring Concert on 
May 12 at 7 p.m. The event will be 
free to the public. More informa-
tion about the choir and how to join 
can be found at www.smithrivers-
ingers.org.

The Smith River Singers performed Handel’s Messiah at their 2024 Christmas Concert.

The Smith River Singers celebrated 
their 10th anniversary with decorative 
cupcakes.

The entrance to the Galilean House of Worship was packed before the show started.

The Still Water Group performed “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”

PSA Board Mourns Loss of Longtime Member 
The Henry County Public Service 

Authority (PSA) is mourning the loss 
of Board Member Kathy Rea, who 
passed away following several months 
of health challenges. Rea, a dedicated 
public servant, served on the PSA 
board for nearly three decades, begin-
ning her tenure in 1996 and assuming 
the role of Treasurer in 2004.

Rea’s contributions to the PSA were 
pivotal, particularly in her capacity 
as Treasurer. She provided essential 
financial oversight, regularly review-
ing and approving checks, scrutiniz-
ing bond issuances, and meticulously 
examining payments to safeguard 
against unnecessary expenses. Her ef-
forts ensured the responsible manage-
ment of ratepayer funds.

“We are deeply saddened by the 
passing of Kathy Rea, whose leader-
ship as Treasurer of the Henry Coun-

ty Public Service Authority enriched 
our community in countless ways,” 
said Dale Wagoner, General Manager 
of the PSA. “Kathy’s meticulous atten-
tion to detail and steadfast financial 
stewardship ensured the success of 
vital projects, including those in the 
Horsepasture community. Her un-
wavering support for projects in the 
Horsepasture area leaves a lasting 
legacy, one rooted in compassion, ser-
vice, and a deep commitment to the 
betterment of those around her. She 
will be missed.”

Rea was a passionate advocate for 
the Horsepasture District, consis-
tently championing initiatives that 
benefited the area. She played a key 
role in the Preston Road Water Line 
Extension project, which retired sev-
eral well systems and provided public 
water access to nearly 400 residents. 

Her dedication extended to secur-
ing grant funding for vital water and 
sewer infrastructure improvements in 
Fieldale, resulting in significant com-
munity advancements.

“Her unwavering support for infra-
structure development has left an in-
delible mark on Henry County,” Wag-
oner added.

Rea’s commitment to public service 
and her impact on the region’s infra-
structure improvements have left a 
lasting impression on the community 
she served. The PSA Board and staff 
extend their heartfelt condolences to 
Rea’s family and loved ones during 
this time of loss.

Rea’s term on the board was set to 
expire on January 5, 2028. Her ab-
sence will be deeply felt by the PSA 
and the broader Henry County com-
munity. Kathy Rea
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

To read more about 
these and other stories, 

check out 
The Enterprise, 

www.theenterprise.net

Festival of Lights to Illuminate DeHart Park with Community Spirit, Holiday Cheer
The fourth annual 

Festival of Lights at 
DeHart Park is set 
to dazzle attendees 
from Friday, Dec. 
13, through Monday, 
Dec. 23. Open from 
6 to 8 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday 
and extended until 9 
p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays, the event 
promises holiday 
magic for visitors of 
all ages.

Co-sponsored by 
the Patrick County 
Chamber of Com-
merce and Patrick 
County Tourism, the 
festival aims to raise 
funds for DeHart 
Park while uniting 
the community. Amy 
Corns, chairman of 
the Stuart Parks 
& Recreation Asso-
ciation Fundraising 
Committee, empha-
sized the inclusive 
nature of the event.

“I don’t want this to 
be a Stuart festival of 
lights; I want this to 
be a Patrick County 
Festival of Lights,” 
Corns said. “I want 
children, schools, and 
businesses from every 
area of the county. 
I want little ones to 
have something to do, 
and I want the older 
adults to have some-
thing to do. This is re-
ally just an event that 

everyone can enjoy. It 
gets people out at our 
park, but it also rais-
es money for multiple 
groups without our 
county,” she said.

Like the last two 
Festival of Lights, 
Corns said proceeds 
from the festival will 
help make the park’s 
bathrooms compliant 
with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). She estimated 
$60,000 has already 
been raised toward 
the $75,000 goal.

“We are 75 percent 
done raising the mon-
ey for the bathrooms. 
So, we’re hoping that 
this year will just put 
us over the top to be 
able to do the bath-
rooms. We’re just 
wrapping that up and 
hoping that we can 
get the ball rolling 
into 2025 to get the 
bathrooms started 
and done,” she said.

Corns believes 
around $60,000 has 
been raised for the 
bathroom project. 

The estimated cost is 
about $75,000.

This year’s festival 
features 58 light dis-
plays created by local 
businesses, churches, 
organizations, fami-
lies, and individuals. 
Admission costs $10 
per vehicle — only 
cash will be accepted, 
with unlimited loops 
through the circular 
display area. 

Visitors’ zip codes 
will be collected this 
year to track the fes-
tival’s reach, which 

Corns noted extends 
to areas such as Hen-
ry County, Galax, 
Danville, and parts 
of North Carolina, 
“places all around,” 
she said, adding the 
festival “really does 
pull a lot of tourists 
into our area.”

Santa Claus and 
Mrs. Claus will make 
nightly appearances, 
with a special Christ-
mas Pajama Night 
on Sunday, Dec. 15, 
where visitors can 
meet Santa and cre-

ate ornaments at the 
Fab Lab. Then, visi-
tors will be able to go 
into Patrick & Henry 
Community College 
(P&HCC) and visit 
the jolly old elf with 
the PCHS JV Cheer 
Team.

“The park will be 
giving away one free 
ornament to each 
family. Then, the 
families will be able 
to design other orna-
ments. I think they’re 
like $1 apiece if they 
want to design or en-
grave personalized 
ornaments” from the 
Fab Lab, Corns said.

A program created 
especially for the fes-
tival will detail the 
organization’s mis-
sion, list every 2024 
park sponsor, and 
each display, Corns 
said. A QR code is 
included in the pro-
gram— a link to the 
website where votes 
can be cast for a fa-
vorite display. 

Discount coupons, 
which expire Decem-
ber 31, for some local 
businesses also are 
included in the pro-
gram. 

For more informa-
tion, visit Facebook.
com/DeHartPark-Stu
artParks&Recreation
Association.

Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus will be onsite nightly during the 11-nights of the fourth annual Festival of Lights.  (Photo from 
2023)

Tis the Season
From the Mistletoe Market and 

Grand Illumination Tree Lighting 
to the annual Christmas Parade, 
traditional holiday activities in 

Patrick County got underway in 
earnest last weekend during Home-
town Christmas in Stuart celebra-
tions. 

“Strength Through Community” was the theme for this year’s Patrick County Christmas 
Parade, with Lauren Worley and Kaylee Stanley — who each overcame tremendous odds, 
selected as Grand Marshals, along with their respective family members. Lauren (left) 
and Kaylee (right) are pictured at the Grand Illumination Tree Lighting ceremony. (Photo 
courtesy of Patrick County Tourism)

Man charged with murder in connection with 
shooting incident

A Patrick Springs man was in 
custody after allegedly shooting 
and killing his wife, Patrick County 
Sheriff Dan Smith said in a Decem-
ber 3 release. 

Bennie Lee King, of 1271 Stella 
Road, called the Patrick County 
Sheriff’s Office 911 Communica-
tions Center at 3:51 p.m., on Mon-
day, December 2, and allegedly told 
the operator that he had just shot 
and killed his wife, according to the 
sheriff.  

Smith said he, Maj. Rob Coleman 
and Sgt. Mike Harris, were the first 
to arrive at the scene of the home 
on Stella Road. According to the 
sheriff, King came out of the front 
of the home armed with a handgun. 

King was allegedly pointing the 
gun at his head saying that he 
“wanted to die,” according to Smith.  

After what Smith described as 
“a tense standoff,” King complied 
with officers’ commands to drop his 
weapon and was taken into custody 
without further incident. 

Alexis King, 64, was found de-
ceased on the front porch of the 
residence.  

“I have known both of these fami-
lies for decades, this is a heart-
breaking event in our community 
and has caught us completely off 
guard,” Smith said in the release 
on Tuesday.  

The investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information regard-
ing this incident can confidentially 
contact Patrick County Sheriff’s Lt. 
Steve Austin, (276) 692-5950.

Bennie Lee King

Former resident held on several charges
A former Stuart resident has 

been arrested on multiple sex of-
fense charges against a minor, ac-
cording to Patrick County Sheriff 
Dan Smith.  

William Burkes Goad, 73, who 
currently lives in Clemons, N.C., 
was charged Wednesday with five 
counts of aggravated sexual bat-
tery, four counts of indecent liber-
ties with a minor, two counts each 
rape and forced sodomy, and one 
count of object sexual penetration.  

Smith said the offenses allegedly 
began in 2019 and occurred until 
2022, when Goad moved to North 
Carolina. The sheriff stated that 
the female victim was 11 years old 
when the alleged offenses began. 

Goad is being held without bond 
in the Patrick County Jail.  

The investigation is ongoing, and 
Smith is asking anyone who may 

have information to contact him 
confidentially at (276) 692-7012 In-
vestigator Tennille Jessup at (276) 
692-5885.

William Burkes Goad Be sure to like the Henry County 
Enterprise on Facebook
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Preparing for the build

Site work was underway in earnest for the newest Sheetz store that will be located across 
from Walmart, on the corner of Virginia Avenue and Commonwealth Blvd.  The new store 
will be near Roses, Ollie’s and El Parral Mexican Restaurant. (Photos by Ray Reynolds)

Thank You for 
reading Henry county 

Enterprise

New Adaptive Dock Enhances Accessibility 
at Monogram Smith River Sports Complex

By Jessica Dillon
A new adaptive fishing dock at 

the Monogram Smith River Sports 
Complex is making it easier for an-
glers who use wheelchairs to enjoy 
casting lines into the Smith River. 
The dock, designed to provide ADA-
compliant access, is situated near a 
gravel parking lot for easy entry.

The Dan River Basin Association 
(DRBA) held a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony on Dec. 5 to celebrate the 
project’s completion.

The dock was constructed by J. 
Edward’s Construction and fund-
ed through the Eco Ambassador 
Council. The council includes local 
businesses such as Blair Construc-
tion, Carter Bank, Clark Gas & 
Oil, Frith Construction, The Lester 
Group, Hooker Furnishings, Jones 
& DeShon Orthodontics, and Pickle 
& Ash.

“They put a pot of funding togeth-

er, we came up with some to work 
on together, and this is one they 
decided they wanted to fund,” said 
Brian Williams, Virginia program 
manager for the DRBA.

Initially planned for Bassett, 
the project was relocated to the 
Sports Complex due to elevation 
challenges at the original site. “We 
don’t have any other official ADA-
accessible access places” locally, 
Williams said. 

The new dock, specifically de-
signed to support the weight of 
electric wheelchairs, has already 
attracted eager anglers. It also fea-
tures a lower rail to facilitate fish-
ing while seated and ample space 
to accommodate multiple users.

A similar structure in North Car-
olina served as inspiration for the 
dock’s design. “It has a lower rail 
up there where you can fish off of 
it,” Williams explained.

The Sports Complex location was 
selected for its high visibility and 
accessibility, ensuring frequent use 
by the community. “Maybe, one day 
we will get one up in Bassett,” Wil-
liams added, noting hopes for fu-
ture expansions.

Tyler Carter of Carter Bank & 
Trust expressed pride in the proj-
ect. “This is something I think all 
of us are going to be proud of,” he 
said.

Roger Adams, director of Henry 
County Parks & Recreation, echoed 
the sentiment. “It’s just a great 
project,” Adams said.

The dock is open during the 
Sports Complex’s operating hours. 
Visitors can follow signs to river ac-
cess, where the dock is located near 
the start of the dog trail with con-
venient nearby parking.

The Dan River Basin Association (DRBA) hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Dec. 5 to celebrate the completion of the new adaptive fishing dock project at the Monogram Smith 
River Sports Complex.

Roger Adams, director of Henry County 
Parks & Recreation, is pictured on the new 
dock.

Campbell Family Donates 
$500,000 to Support New 

Lester Family YMCA 
The Martinsville-Henry County 

YMCA has received a significant 
boost for its new facility with a 
$500,000 gift from Clay Campbell 
and his sister, Sarah Fain. The do-
nation supports the construction of 
the Lester Family YMCA, a state-
of-the-art facility planned for Mar-
tinsville.

Campbell, who serves as presi-
dent of NASCAR’s Mid-Atlantic 
Region, and Fain are the grandchil-
dren of H. Clay Earles, the founder 
of Martinsville Speedway. Their 
gift underscores their commitment 
to enhancing the community’s 
health and wellness resources.

“This new YMCA will have a tre-
mendous impact on so many resi-
dents throughout Martinsville and 
Henry County,” Campbell said. 
“Sarah and I are pleased to be able 
to support such an important com-
munity project. This new YMCA 
will benefit every age group, from 
our youngest preschool children to 
our oldest senior population.”

The new YMCA will be located at 
the 7-acre site near the intersection 
of Memorial Boulevard and Fay-
ette Street. The former shopping 
center site will be strategically lo-
cated to the Albert Harris Elemen-
tary School, the Fayette Historic 

District, Uptown Martinsville, and 
the new Five Points Neighborhood. 
The proposed facility will include 
a large fitness center, three full-
court gymnasiums, indoor aquatic 
center, indoor elevated walking 
track, and multiple group exercise 
and community rooms. An Early 
Learning Center and many out-
door amenities are also part of the 
plans. 

“On behalf of the YMCA, and 
the entire community, we are ex-
tremely grateful to Clay and Sarah 
for their early leadership support 
of our new facility,” said Dru Ro-
throck, a member of the Capital 
Campaign Committee. “It is very 
fitting that we will recognize their 
gift with the naming of the new in-
door running track.” 

The YMCA began the quiet lead-
ership phase of a major capital 
campaign in September. To date, 
the YMCA has raised over $4.5 
million from local community lead-
ers in addition to Harvest Founda-
tion’s $12 million gift. 

To learn more about the plans 
for the new YMCA, contact Brad 
Kinkema, Martinsville-Henry 
County Family YMCA CEO at 
(276) 632-6427 or brad@martins-
villeymca.com.

Initial claims for 
unemployment dip

The 1,284 unemployment insur-
ance weekly initial claims filed 
during the week ending November 
30, 2024, are 42.8 percent lower 
than last week’s 2,244 claims and 
34.0 percent lower than the com-
parable week of last year (1,945), 
according to Virginia Works.  

Nearly 84 percent of claimants 
self-reported an associated in-
dustry; of those reported, the top 
five industries (59 percent) were 
Administrative and Support and 
Waste Management (140); Pro-
fessional, Scientific, and Techni-
cal Services (115); Manufacturing 
(102); Accommodation and Food 
Services (88); and Health Care 
and Social Assistance (86).

Continued weeks claims 
(15,070) were 3.1 percent lower 
than last week (15,554) and were 
25.8 percent higher than the com-
parable week of last year (11,984). 
Nearly 92 percent of claimants 

self-reported an associated in-
dustry; of those reported, the top 
five industries (60 percent) were 
Professional, Scientific, and Tech-
nical Services (2,419); Adminis-
trative and Support and Waste 
Management (1,932); Health Care 
and Social Assistance (1,414); 
Manufacturing (1,340); and Retail 
Trade (1,218).

A person who has already filed 
an initial claim and who has ex-
perienced a week of unemploy-
ment files a continued claim to 
claim benefits for that week of 
unemployment. On a weekly ba-
sis, continued claims reflect a 
good approximation of the current 
number of insured unemployed 
workers filing for UI benefits, and 
are a good indicator of labor mar-
ket conditions. While continued 
claims are not a leading indicator, 
they provide confirming evidence 
of the direction of the economy.
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December is Leading Month for U.S. Home Fires
Christmas trees, holiday decora-

tions, and festive meals – hallmarks 
of the holiday season – present po-
tential fire hazards that collectively 
contribute to an increase in U.S. 
home fires each December. According 
to the National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation® (NFPA®), Christmas Day 
and Christmas Eve were the second- 
and third-leading days of the year for 
home cooking fires, respectively, in 
2022.

“When people are busy and trying 
to do many things at once, they’re 
more likely to get distracted from 
what’s on the stove or in the oven. 
Knowing that unattended cooking 
is the leading cause of home cooking 
fires year-round, it’s easy to see why 
the number of cooking fires spikes 
on these days,” said Lorraine Carli, 
NFPA vice president of Outreach 
and Advocacy.

Candles and Lighting
Decorating homes with electrical 

lighting and candles also contributes 
to a higher fire risk during the holi-
day season. Between 2018 and 2022, 
U.S. fire departments responded 
to an annual average of 835 home 
structure fires that began with deco-
rations (excluding Christmas trees). 
Year-round, approximately one-third 
(32 percent) of home decoration fires 
were started by candles; in Decem-

ber, that number jumped to almost 
half (46 percent).

Christmas Trees
Christmas tree fires don’t happen 

very often, but when they do, they 
tend to be more serious. An annual 
average of 155 home Christmas tree 
fires resulted in four civilian deaths, 
seven civilian injuries, and $15 mil-
lion in direct property damage, with 
electrical distribution or lighting 
equipment involved in more than two 
in five home Christmas tree fires. 

Lithium-Ion Batteries
Many people will be buying and 

gifting electronic devices that con-
tain lithium-ion batteries. As the use 
of these devices has increased in re-
cent years, so too has the number of 
related fires. It’s important to under-
stand the risks associated with these 
batteries and ways to prevent them:

Only purchase and use devices, 
batteries, and charging equipment 
that are listed by a nationally recog-
nized testing lab and labeled accord-
ingly.

Use charging equipment that is 
only compatible with your device. To 
be safe, use only the charging equip-
ment that is supplied with your de-
vice.

*Do not keep charging the device 
or device battery after it is fully 
charged.

*Do not put lithium-ion batteries 
in the trash. Recycling is always the 
best option. Take the batteries to a 
battery recycling location or contact 
your local waste department for dis-
posal instructions.

*Stop using your device if the bat-
tery shows signs of damage, such as 
an unusual odor, excessive heat, pop-
ping sounds, swelling, or change in 
color.

*Only have device repairs per-
formed by a qualified professional.

“The commonality between the 

vast majority of all these fires is that 
they’re largely preventable,” said 
Carli. “By understanding when and 
where potential risks exist, people 
can take simple steps to reduce their 
likelihood, which can go a long way 
toward ensuring a festive, fire-free 
holiday season.”

The NFPA offers a wealth of in-
formation and resources to help 
minimize the likelihood of cooking, 
candle, Christmas tree, and decora-
tion fires. Learn more at nfpa.org/
winterholidaysafety 

Board of Supervisors to meet Tuesday
The Henry County Board of 

Supervisors will hold its regular 
monthly meeting on December 17 
at 3 p.m., in the Summerlin Room 
of the Henry County Administra-
tion Building.

Kim Jackson of  Creedle, Jones 
and Associates, will attend the 
meeting to present the audit of 
county accounts for the fiscal year 
that ended June 30. Staff will pro-
vide a copy of the audit and man-
agement letter at the meeting.

In other matters at its 3 p.m. 
meeting, the board will:

*Discuss the board’s participa-
tion in meetings by remote elec-
tronic or telephone access. At the 
November 27 meeting, County At-
torney George Lyle presented a 
memorandum outlining his find-
ings related to attending board 
meetings by remote electronic or 
telephone access. The board will 
discuss the findings for clarification 

and consider adopting any changes 
during the organizational meeting 
in January.

*Hear the monthly report on de-
linquent tax collection efforts by 
Treasurer Scott Grindstaff.

*Hear an update from the Mar-
tinsville-Henry County Economic 
Development Corp. by CEO and 
president Mark Heath.

*Public Safety Director Matt 
Tatum is asking the Board to ap-
prove an additional appropriation 
of $26,398 received from vehicle 
insurance settlements. Mr. Tatum 
advised that the funds will go to-
wards purchasing a replacement 
vehicle for the operations division. 

* Parks and Recreation Director 
Roger Adams is asking the Board 
to approve an additional appropri-
ation of $49,975 received from Ford 
Motor Company for the buy back of 
a new vehicle that experienced con-
tinuous mechanical failures. Mr. 

Adams intends to use the funds to 
purchase a replacement vehicle for 
the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment.

* Sheriff Wayne Davis is ask-
ing the Board to appropriate grant 
funds in the amount of $14,489 
received from the Edward Byrne 
Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 
(JAG). The grant funds will be used 
for overtime hours to provide high-
impact law enforcement in areas 
experiencing increased crime.

* Davis is asking the Board to 
award a contract for $215,871 to 
Haley Ford in North Chesterfield, 
Virginia, to purchase five 2025 
Ford Police Interceptor All Wheel 
Drive Utility vehicles at $43,174.20 
each. These vehicles will replace 
five existing high mileage vehicles 
within the Patrol Division. Pricing 
is based on the Virginia Sheriff’s 
Association vehicle procurement 
program and specifications. Fund-

ing for the replacement vehicles is 
included in the Sheriff’s FY’2025 
budget.

*Consider resolutions honoring 
Tommy Slaughter and Rita Shrop-
shire.

* Consider the date and time for 
the 2025 organizational meeting 

*Hear an update from the Mar-
tinsville-Henry County YMCA and 
the Blue Ridge Regional Library.

*Consider meeting in closed ses-
sion to discuss appointees to sev-
eral boards, pending legal matters, 
the acquisition/disposal of real es-
tate and as-yet unannounced in-
dustries.

At its 6 p.m. meeting, the board 
will hear an update about general 
highway matters, receive a presen-
tation from the Parks and Recre-
ation Department and hold a pub-
lic hearing on a rezoning request 
from Jose Tiznado and Margarita 
Rodriguez.

Additional funds sought to accelerate 
business-ready site development  

An additional $50 million invest-
ment will be included in Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin’s budget package to ac-
celerate Virginia’s position as a na-
tional leader in business-ready site 
development, according to a release 
from his office. This investment re-
affirms Virginia’s commitment to 
cultivating economic growth, at-
tracting high-paying jobs, and en-
suring Virginia remains America’s 
Top State for Business. The $50 
million investment in 2026 will 
build upon the over $282 million 
previously committed by Gover-
nor Youngkin to site development 
statewide.  

“Business-ready sites drive 
and accelerate jobs and economic 
growth,” said Youngkin. “From 
day one, we committed to support-
ing site development because these 
investments strengthen Virginia’s 
position to secure transformative 
projects that create thousands of 
jobs across the Commonwealth, 
like Microporous and the LEGO 
Group. Today’s investment builds 
upon this success and reaffirms 

our dedication to ensure Virginia 
remains America’s Top State for 
Business.” 

Operated by Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership (VEDP), 
the Virginia Business Ready Sites 
Program (VBRSP) certifies and pre-
pares sites to ensure they meet the 
unique needs of businesses across 
sectors. Recent success stories in-
clude the $1.35 billion investment 
from Microporous, which will cre-
ate over 2,000 new jobs and build 
a 500,000-square-foot facility in 
Pittsylvania County; and the over 
$1 billion investment by the LEGO 
Group, which will bring over 1,700 
new jobs and a 1.7-million-square-
foot precision manufacturing facil-
ity in Chesterfield County. 

“The Virginia Business Ready 
Sites Program leads the nation. It 
was developed by a team of state, 
regional, and local partners includ-
ing VEDP, Virginia Department 
of Environmental Quality, rail-
road representatives, utility rep-
resentatives, civil engineers, and 
other government, business, and 

industry experts,” said Secretary 
of Commerce and Trade Caren 
Merrick. “With this innovative pro-
gram, grants are considered on a 
competitive basis and made at the 
discretion of an expert investment 
committee composed of VEDP and 
Administration leaders whose goal 
is to accelerate site development 
for businesses.” 

The Virginia Business Ready 
Sites Program engages a team of 
state, regional, and local partners 
to guide development of economic 
development sites. The team pur-
sues three goals: 1.) accelerate site 
readiness by expediting the certifi-
cation and preparation of business-
ready sites to meet market de-
mands; 2.) enhance infrastructure 
by investing in utility and roadway 
development to ensure seamless 
project execution for prospective 
businesses; and 3.) support locali-
ties by partnering with local gov-
ernments, utilities, and agencies 
to streamline permitting processes 
and facilitate faster project time-
lines. 

VBRSP coordinates with commu-
nity partners to develop economic 
development sites in every region 
throughout the Commonwealth. 
Local governments can apply to 
VBRSP for matching grants to as-
sist with assessment of site readi-
ness or for development costs. 

Between 2022 and 2024, Virginia 
committed more than $282 million 
to matching grants for localities to 
complete site assessment and de-
velopment, including $126 million 
of matching grants awarded to 23 
localities in August 2024. VBRSP 
is currently evaluating applica-
tions for $40 million previously 
committed for fiscal year 2025, and 
grant awards will be announced in 
summer 2025. Applications for the 
additional $50 million announced 
today will begin in the second half 
of 2025, and matching grants to lo-
calities will be awarded in the fol-
lowing year. A full listing of previ-
ously awarded grants is available 
at vedp.org/vbrsp. 

Input Sought on Food Date Labeling to 
Address Consumer Confusion, Food Waste

The U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) 
have issued a joint Request for In-
formation (RFI) to gather insights 
on food date labeling practices, in-
cluding terms like “Sell By,” “Use 
By,” and “Best By.” The initiative 
aims to understand industry ap-
proaches, consumer perceptions, 
and the potential impact of date 
labeling on food waste and grocery 
costs.

The RFI includes questions such 
as which products carry date la-
bels, the criteria used to determine 
the phrasing and dates, and how 
consumers interpret this infor-
mation. It also explores whether 

consumers misunderstand date la-
bels—mistaking them as indicators 
of food safety rather than quality—
and how this affects their shopping 
and disposal behaviors. Addition-
ally, the agencies are examining 
the connection between date label-
ing, food waste, and household ex-
penses.

The USDA’s Food Safety and 
Inspection Service (FSIS) and the 
FDA are jointly responsible for en-
suring that food labeling is truth-
ful and not misleading. The infor-
mation gathered through the RFI 
could shape future policy decisions, 
guidance, or educational efforts 
aimed at reducing the premature 
disposal of safe and wholesome 

food.
The move comes after the agen-

cies received over 9,800 public com-
ments urging an update to federal 
date labeling requirements. Com-
menters pointed to the confusion 
caused by inconsistent phrasing—
such as “Sell By,” “Use By,” and 
“Best By”—which manufacturers 
currently use voluntarily. This in-
consistency, they argue, may lead 
consumers to discard food unneces-
sarily, contributing to food waste.

In response, the FDA and USDA 
recommend the voluntary use of 
the phrase “Best if Used By” to 
indicate a product’s peak quality 
date, noting that the product may 
still be safe to consume afterward. 

However, federal regulations do 
not restrict the use of other phrases 
like “Sell By” or “Use By,” provided 
they are accurate and non-mislead-
ing.

The RFI seeks input from stake-
holders to address these issues, 
posing 13 questions about current 
practices, research findings, and 
potential solutions. Interested par-
ties have 60 days to submit their 
comments via the Federal Register.

The results of the RFI may in-
form efforts to standardize date 
labeling, improve consumer under-
standing, and reduce food waste. 
For more information on submit-
ting a comment, visit the Federal 
Register.

Holiday Scam Survey
As online holiday shopping 

ramps up, so do scam attempts. A 
new AARP survey shows that over 
80% of adults have faced some 
form of holiday-related fraud, yet 
many of us are unaware of scam-
mers’ tactics – especially online.

The AARP holiday scams survey 
identified three specific threat ar-
eas: online shopping scams, gift 
cards with zero balance scams, 
and shipping scams. Here are tips 
to keep yourself safe from these de-
ceptive tactics this winter.

When shopping online, visit 
sites you know and trust, and 
avoid clicking on offers or adver-

tisements for deep discounts on 
hot items. The safest way to give 
a gift card is by purchasing it on-
line through the retailer’s website. 
Check the balance when you re-
ceive a card and use it sooner than 
later. Lastly, if you receive a text 
claiming ‘problems’ with a ship-
ment, don’t engage with it; if you 
are concerned about the status of 
a package, contact the shipper di-
rectly.

Report scams to local law en-
forcement. For help from AARP, 
call 877-908-3360 or visit the AARP 
Fraud Watch Network at www.
aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork.
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Monarch butterflies may join 
federal Endangered Species List

Trimmel Gomes
Virginia News Connection
Monarch butterflies could soon 

be added to the federal Endan-
gered Species list, with a decision 
expected by year’s end.

Eastern monarchs, which mi-
grate through Virginia, experi-
enced an 80% population decline 
between the 1980s and 2020.

Their western counterparts have 
seen an even steeper drop of 90%.

Environmental groups first pe-
titioned to list the monarch as 
threatened in 2014, and the spe-
cies was designated a candidate in 
2020.

Rebeca Quinonez-Pinon, mon-
arch recovery strategist and cli-
mate resilient habitats director 
with the National Wildlife Federa-
tion, said monarch butterflies face 
numerous threats.

“Well, the main threats that we 
have identified for the monarch 
butterfly are habitat loss and frag-
mentation of the remaining habi-
tats,” said Quinonez-Pinon. “Cli-
mate change is at the top of the 
list, definitely, and the excessive 
use of pesticides.”

She described monarch butter-
flies as a “canary in the coal mine” 
for pollinators, and Virginia’s eco-
system - a critical warning that 
more action is needed to protect 
the environment.

Several species of bumblebees, 
also facing the same threats as 
monarchs, and the Bethany Beach 
firefly are candidates for protection 
under the Endangered Species Act.

Virginia home gardeners can 
play a vital role in supporting 
monarch butterfly populations. 
by planting native milkweed and 

goldenrod - which are essential for 
the species.

Milkweed is the sole plant mon-
arch caterpillars rely on for sur-
vival.

However, Mary Phillips - head of 
native plant habitat strategy and 
gardening programs with the fed-
eration - cautioned that some com-
mon mistakes can hinder efforts to 
help monarchs thrive.

“We’ve seen studies where cater-
pillars are drawn to newer, young-
er stocks of milkweed,” said Phil-
lips. “That will help you continue 
that caterpillar cultivation and 
don’t worry if you see the various 
predators. There’s also a milkweed 
bug that sometimes goes on these 
plants. People get nervous about 
that. It’s OK, it’s natural.”

She noted that using garden or 
systemic pesticides can harm mon-
archs and should be avoided.

In Virginia, the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Servic-
es studied the Beekeeper Pollina-
tor Protection Plan and voluntary 
best management practices, to im-
prove communication between bee-
keepers and pesticide applicators.

The goal was to reduce risks to 
pollinators from neonicotinoid pes-
ticides.

The study was completed in De-
cember 2021.

While it provided recommenda-
tions, its implementation high-
lights the ongoing need for greater 
awareness and action to protect 
pollinators such as bees and but-
terflies across the state.

Puzzle Answers!

Farm Bureau President Highlights Advocacy for 
Local Control Over Solar Facility Placement

The president of the Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation told farmers that the organization 
helped defeat legislation in this year’s Gener-
al Assembly that would have taken away local 
governments’ ability to determine where com-
mercial solar energy facilities are located.

“This is extremely important because man-
dates under the Virginia Clean Economy Act of 
2020 include goals of having 16,100 megawatts 
of solar power in the commonwealth, which 
will require between 80,500 and 161,000 acres 
of land to achieve that goal,” VFBF President 
Wayne F. Pryor told producers from across the 
state on Dec. 4. “That could potentially take 
away over 160,000 acres of Virginia land. Be-
tween 2017 and 2022, we lost nearly 500,000 
acres of farmland, and one of the causes was 
farmland being used for solar facilities.

“We can’t afford to lose more.”
Pryor’s remarks came during the 2024 VFBF 

Annual Convention in Hot Springs. He told 
delegates to the event that when the VFBF 
governmental relations staff encouraged pro-
ducer members to ask their representatives to 
vote against Senate Bill 697, more than 700 

people responded.
“We must ensure that other locations like 

marginal lands, brownfields, reclaimed mine 
sites and other sub-prime lands are used to 
achieve solar energy goals,” Pryor continued. 
“Those decisions need to remain in the hands 
of localities that can ensure solar facilities are 
consistent with their comprehensive plans 
and the needs of their communities.”

He also shared with convention participants 
that VFBF governmental relations staff cre-
ated a workgroup led by the Board of Veteri-
nary Medicine and the state veterinarian’s 
office to address the large animal veterinar-
ian shortage. A lack of large animal vets has 
plagued many rural communities in the com-
monwealth for years.

Pryor told Farm Bureau’s volunteer leaders 
that 2024 was a successful year for the orga-
nization in many ways.

The Farm Bureau-affiliated Virginia Foun-
dation for Agriculture, Innovation and Rural 
Sustainability helped former Tyson Foods 
broiler growers establish the Central Virginia 
Poultry Cooperative, which began producing 

cage-free eggs this spring. The foundation 
worked with growers, localities and The To-
bacco Region Revitalization Commission and 
governor’s office to secure over $1.8 million in 
grants for the endeavor, Pryor reported.

The Virginia Agriculture in the Classroom 
program raised a record $508,000 to fund free 
agriculture-themed resources for educators. 
Some of that funding came from county Farm 
Bureaus; for a third consecutive year, all 88 
county Farm Bureaus in Virginia made dona-
tions to AITC.

Another success was through Farm Bu-
reau’s grain marketing division. The group 
moved over 6.1 million bushels of grain in 
2023, which was 1.2 million more bushels 
than in 2022.

Pryor also thanked members who made an 
effort to help fellow farmers in Southwest 
Virginia whose farms and businesses were 
damaged by Hurricane Helene in September. 
After the destruction, Virginia Farm Bureau 
activated its Virginia Farm Relief Fund and 
began accepting donations and applications 
for assistance.

Fostering connection: 
Combating social isolation 

during the holidays

Trimmel Gomes
Virginia News Connection
For many, the holiday season is 

a time of joy and celebration - but 
it can often bring loneliness and 
isolation for older adults.

Steve Morrison, a volunteer with 
AARP Virginia, described the holi-
days as the worst time for isolation 
- a challenge he knows well after 
years of caregiving for his wife.

He highlighted mobility as a sig-
nificant issue for seniors with lim-
ited ability to walk, access trans-
portation, and manage health 
challenges.

Drawing from his own experi-
ences, Morrison has been address-
ing isolation through communi-
ty-building efforts, a mission he 
began well before the COVID-19 
pandemic intensified the problem.

“You have to get out there some 
way, either online, by phone, or 
in conversation with neighbors - 
and let people know that you’re in 
isolation and you just need some-
one to talk to,” said Morrison. “At 
least in my neighborhood, that has 
worked for me and for others. The 
neighbors have really stepped up. “

Morrison launched a monthly 
luncheon in McLean, Virginia, to 
help people connect over a meal.

The initiative has been a suc-
cess, with up to 50 attendees per 
event, though he now caps it at 40 
after an earlier turnout of 75 over-
whelmed the venue.

He recommended resources like 

the National Institute on Aging, 
and AARP’s Connect2Affect pro-
gram - which offer tools to assess 
isolation, find volunteer opportuni-
ties, and access local support.

While Morrison’s program is 
one of the few remaining events in 
his area since COVID, he said he 
hopes to inspire others to create 
similar opportunities.

He said he was deeply moved by 
how his neighbors rallied to pro-
vide meals when surgeries left him 
and his wife homebound.

“You just gotta be proactive. 
Even though you may be limited 
to transportation or your mobility. 
You just got to let people know, 
you have neighbors close by that 
are more than willing to help,” said 
Morrison. “So that would be the 
first place that I would start. But 
these other websites, if you have 
technology options, all have really 
good suggestions. “

According to AARP, there is a 
26% increased risk of early death 
due to feeling lonely.

Some other tips to combat isola-
tion include adopting a pet if you 
can care for one, signing up for 
classes at your local library, re-
starting an old hobby, or schedul-
ing set times to interact with fami-
ly and friends - in person, by email, 
social media, voice call, or text.

However, Morrison cautioned 
against too much dependence on 
social media.

Submit your community news and 
photos to dhall@theenterprise.

net and be sure to like the Henry 
County Enterprise on Facebook
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• Montana’s Flathead Lake looks 
shallow due to its crystal-clear water, 
but is actually 370 feet deep.

• The expiration date on bottled 
water is for the bottle, not the water.

• In 2004, farmers in India used Pep-
si and Coca-Cola instead of pesticides 
because they were cheaper and got the 
job done just as well. Not surprising-
ly, Pepsi and Coca-Cola strongly dis-
agreed.

• After eating a large meal, lions can 
sleep for up to 24 hours straight.

• People used to use bread to erase 
pencil marks, until Edward Naine 
accidentally picked up a piece of rub-
ber instead of breadcrumbs in 1770 
and — voila! — decided to start sell-
ing rubber erasers. 

• Two Bosnians had been talking in 
online chatrooms for a while when 
they decided it was time to meet in 
person. They discovered they were a 
married couple who had been cheating 
on each other with each other. They 
ended up divorcing.

• One French cafe, La Petite Syrah, 
charges 7 euros for a coffee to rude 
customers but only 1.40 euro to 
patrons who are polite to the waitstaff. 
The cafe is located, perhaps unsurpris-
ingly, in Nice.

• Penguin egg whites turn clear when 
they’re boiled.

• Michael Jackson was said to request 
that his wine be served in Diet Coke 
cans whenever he was on a flight. He 
didn’t want his kids to see him drink-
ing alcohol.

• Saudi Arabia once held a Women’s 
Rights Conference that didn’t include 
a single woman attendee.

***
Thought for the Day: “A good con-

science is a continual Christmas.” —
Benjamin Franklin
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Upgrades in Black Box to boost youth 
engagement, community growth

TheatreWorks Community 
Players is working on upgrades 
to its Black Box Theatre in Up-
town Martinsville with support 
from The Harvest Foundation.

A $25,000 grant, funded from 
Harvest’s PUP! Small Grants 
Program will support work to 
construct a dressing room in the 
theatre’s downstairs area and 
repair the lift (elevator) so sets 
can safely be transported to the 
upstairs stage.

“I know firsthand the incred-
ible impact theatre can have 
— not just on individuals, but 
on entire communities,” said 
Dr. Sandy Strayer, program of-
ficer for The Harvest Founda-
tion. “This investment supports 
a space that fosters creativity, 
builds confidence, and brings 
people together. For our youth, 
it’s an opportunity to discover 
their voices and develop skills 
that will benefit them for a life-
time. For Martinsville and Hen-
ry County, this theatre serves as 
a vital anchor for community re-
vitalization, inspiring pride and 
meaningful connection through 
the arts.”

Gracie Agnew, co-president 
of TheatreWorks, said being 
awarded a PUP! Grant allows 

them the opportunity to improve 
the Black Box Theatre so they 
can continue providing a safe 
environment for stage produc-
tions.

“Our focus has always been 
on community engagement and 
enrichment through theatre,” 
Agnew said. “For several years, 
we have strategically planned 
for more youth involvement in 
community theatre as well as 
outreach programs that will en-
courage participation from un-
derserved populations. Our aim 
is to attract audiences who will 
dine out, shop, or stay in the 
area. This will lead to a broader 
impact for us as an agency in 
making uptown Martinsville an 
exciting cultural and arts mec-
ca.”

Richard Dorr, chair of the 
facilities committee for The-
atreWorks, recently took board 
members and Harvest staff on a 
tour of the facility. He described 
the importance of building a new 
and improved dressing space 
that’s private, especially as com-
munity outreach brings more 
youth to the theatre.

“We’re looking to have closets 
and shelving spanning the back 
wall, and enough space to walk 

inside the dressing room,” Dorr 
said. “We’d like to have plenty 
of seating and safe places to put 
belongings. We’ll need (volun-
teers) to seal and paint the wall. 
We have a curtained-off area 
that is sometimes used for pri-
vacy, but we need a space that is 
comfortable and safe for every-
one to use.”

The Black Box Theatre is an 
essential asset in the arts and 
cultural identity of Uptown Mar-
tinsville. Ed Preston, treasurer 
of TheatreWorks, said, “The 
Black Box Theater is the place 
people can come to see the truth 
about life and social situations 
through our shows. We want to 
create an experience that gives 

our patrons that Broadway feel 
at a local community level. There 
are so many talented people in 
this local area and we want the 
Black Box to be the place they 
can come enjoy and showcase 
their performing arts skills.”

Established in 2004, Theatre-
Works Community Players pro-
duces a variety of productions 
showcasing local and regional 
talents and teaching individu-
als interested in performing on 
stage. Upcoming shows include 
Grand Horizons in March and 
April 2025 and The Importance 
of Being Earnest in June 2025.

Follow them on social media or 
visit www.twcp.net to find out 
more.

TheatreWorks Community Players received a $25,000 PUP! grant from The Harvest 
Foundation to fund improvements at the Black Box Theatre in Uptown Martinsville. 
Pictured from left are Facilities Chair Richard Dorr, Co-President Gracie Agnew, Treasurer 
Ed Preston, Co-President Brad Draper, and Dr. Sandy Strayer, program officer at The 
Harvest Foundation.

Richard Dorr talks about planned upgrades in the basement of the Black Box Theatre, 
located in Uptown Martinsville at 44 Franklin St.

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services
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Trampled by Turtles to headline 
Rooster Walk 15 Music & Arts Festival
The chart-topping progressive 

bluegrass band Trampled by Tur-
tles will headline the 15th annual 
Rooster Walk Music & Arts Festi-
val, taking place May 22-25 at Pop’s 
Farm in Martinsville.

“We’re thrilled to finally welcome 
Trampled by Turtles to Rooster 
Walk,” said Johnny Buck, execu-
tive director of Rooster Walk. “Our 
fans have been asking for them for 
years, and after several attempts, 
it all came together for RW15. We 
can’t wait.”

In addition to Trampled by Tur-
tles, Town Mountain, of Asheville, 
N.C., and a long-time favorite, will 
return to Rooster Walk for their 
sixth performance at the festival. 
They previously co-headlined Roost-
er Walk 1 in 2009.	

Other newly announced bands 
include: Kendall Street Company 
(jamband, Charlottesville, Va.); 
Sneezy (partyfunk, Chicago, Il.); 
Caitlin Krisko & The Broadcast 
(soul roots, Asheville, N.C.); Ca-
leb Caudle (roots music, Winston 
Salem N.C.); The Wilson Springs 
Hotel (roots rock, Richmond, Va.); 
Isaac Hadden (jam, Asheville, 
N.C.); Sol Driven Train (R&B, 

Charleston, S.C.); Florencia & The 
Feeling (R&B/soul, Johnson City, 
TN); Ramona & The Holy Smokes 
(honkytonk, Charlottesville, Va.); 
Big Fat Gap (bluegrass, Chapel 
Hill, N.C.); Mountain Walrus (jam, 
Roanoke, Va.);  The Shoaldiggers 
(Horny swampgrass, N. C.); Griffin 
(southern rock, Martinsville); DJ 
What? (disc jockey, Martinsville); 

Raffi Kids Tribute by Mile Andrews 
(Chapel Hill, N.C.)

A third and final batch of bands 
will be announced in January.

Tickets and camping passes for 
Rooster Walk 15 are available now 
at www.roosterwalk.com, which 
also features all the information 
needed to plan for an amazing ex-
perience. Some options are in low 

inventory. With over 50 bands per-
forming on 6 stages, attendees can 
expect an immersive experience 
filled with live music, food, craft 
beer, family-friendly activities, arts, 
and outdoor adventures, including 
guided fly fishing trips, pedal boats, 
yoga, and more.

Rooster Walk has earned recogni-
tion as one of the Top 5 festivals in 
Virginia by Richmond-Times Dis-
patch and was voted the region’s 
Most Creative Charitable Event by 
Virginia Living Magazine for three 
consecutive years.

A portion of the proceeds will ben-
efit local and regional charities, in-
cluding the Penn-Shank Memorial 
Endowment Scholarship Fund for 
Martinsville High School students 
and the Rooster Walk Music In-
strument Program for local schools. 
Additionally, a portion of every ad-
mission ticket sold before January 1 
will be donated to the United Way’s 
efforts to support Hurricane Helene 
victims in the mid-Atlantic region.

Rooster Walk is produced by 
Rooster Walk Inc., a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit that has donated over 
$330,000 to local charities since its 
founding in 2009.

To Advertise Contact:  
Wendi Craig - 276-340-2445 or Ali Wall - 276-732-6083

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

DUCKS HYDRAULICS

DON’T DROWN IN HYDRAULICS - CALL DUCKS 
DONALD ROGERS  (276) 692-8020

CAN REPAIR ANY SIZE 
CYLINDERS HYDRAULIC 
MOTORS AND PUMPS

REPAIRS • ANY SIZE CYLINDERS • DUMP TRUCK CYLINDERS • TELESCOPIC 
CYLINDERS • HYDRAULIC MOTORS • HYDRAULIC PUMPS 

• VALVES • PNEUMATIC TOOLS • HYDRAULIC JACKS • TRANSMISSION JACKS 
• HYDRAULIC PRESSES • HYDRAULIC PORTA PACKS 

SERVICES • SEALS CAN BE CUSTOM MEASURED • CLYLINDER HONING • 
WELDING • MACHINE SHOP SERVICES • CYLINDER TESTED BEFORE 

CUSTOMER PICK-UP

Happy Holidays from 
Pa�ick County Tourism

Heating | Cooling | Electrical
hydroairsystems.net

Mechanical | Electrical | Generators
276.694.7308 • Cell: 276.692.7151

Joey Errichetti,
Owner

WE ARE THE LARGEST PROVIDER OF INVISALIGN.  
WE GET IT RIGHT!

Please check with us if you are considering this, even if you 
require to receive treatment in another area we will refer you 
to a practice that will provide you with quality care. 

There is a wide array of clear aligner treatment available, 
including di�erent levels of treatment quality even from 
Invisalign. Some don’t work too well.  We have retreated 
many hundreds of failures. We wish we had seen them �rst.

We see multiple clear aligner patients every hour and 
have a great momentum of experience.  Call Today!

We Wish You & Your Family, Safe & Happy Holiday!!

MARTINSVILLE LOCATION
25 CLEVELAND AVE., SUITE E, MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 638-8888  •  DAVIDJONESORTHODONTICS.COM

Collinsville Farm Market 
3585 Virginia Avenue  | Collinsville, VA

276-647-1166 

Custom Made Gift Baskets
Fresh Apples & Citrus

Christmas Treats
Jams, Jellies & Nuts

 Fresh Cut!

2890 Fork Mountain Road  |  Bassett VA 24112  |  danielsautoglass.com   

When Only the Best Will Do!

Contact Our Team to Schedule an Appointment Today!
Auto Glass (540) 489-4013  |  Tint (540) 493-9790

Trampled by Turtles will headline the 15th annual Rooster Walk Music & Arts Festival, May 
22-25 at Pop’s Farm in Martinsville. (Contributed)


