
Pearson calls on council to prioritize 
residents over drama in farewell speech

By Staff Reports
At the end of her last meeting as a member of 

Martinsville City Council Tammy Pearson of-
fered further insight into her decision not to seek 
reelection, and offered an impassioned plea to 
other council members.

“I thought a lot about what I should say. Should 
I go out blazing, right all the wrongs and spill the 
beans and all that kind of stuff,” she said, adding 
that she decided “that’s probably not quite the 
right thing.”

Rather, “I thought I should kind of rise above 
that and maintain a certain level of decorum and 
decency and I think I’ve tried to go with that my 
whole time on council. I first want to share my 
thanks. I know a lot of people do this but first of 
all, I’m really bad at saying ‘thank you.’ It’s not 
something that comes easy to me … I apologize 
that I haven’t done it more in my four years.”

Pearson also thanked God, her husband, Will 
Pearson, her children, and others. She said her 
husband has “stood by me no matter what,” 

even “when I came home 
screaming and crying 
and throwing things and 
all that.” She added that 
“he was unnecessarily 
dragged into” certain is-
sues, and “risked his 
businesses when I had 
to take a stand. He took 
great care of not only me, 
but also our children. I 
also want to thank my 
children.

“Before I ran for office, 
Will and I sat down with 
the kids to make sure 
they were okay with it. 
They gave me love and 
encouragement and sup-
port I can’t repay. We 
definitely lost some time 
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Board approves electronic participation policy 
By Taylor Boyd
The Henry County Board of Supervisors re-

ceived an audit report and approved a document 
allowing board members to participate in meet-
ings by remote electronic or telephone access at a 
December 17 meeting.

This policy will be part of the bylaws the board 
adopts at its organizational meeting.

Before the meeting, the board had no policy 
regarding electronic participation in meetings, 
County Attorney George Lyle said.

“So, by default members of this body can dial 
in, and monitor the meeting, and speak remotely 
from other locations, but they cannot make mo-
tions or vote,” he said.

The policy adopted by the board provides two 
categories in which board members can tell the 
chairman they cannot attend the meeting in per-
son: due to a personal reason or a temporary/per-
manent disability, Lyle said.

Those members referring to the personal rea-
son can attend electronically “up to three meet-
ings, or 25 percent, because this board has 12 
regular meetings a year. You can do that three 
times a year - that could be vacation, that could 
be anything,” he said.

However, in the temporary/permanent dis-
ability or other medical condition that prevents 
a member’s physical attendance category, Lyle 
said from his reading of the Code of Virginia 
members are not limited by the three meeting 
limit.

“Those could be more if a person’s disability or 
reason for not being able to be here goes longer,” 
Lyle said.

At the start of a meeting Lyle said a board 
member that participates electronically will give 
the reason they are not physically attending the 
meeting, and their location. The board would 

Chief Financial Officer Darrell Jones reviews a draft of Henry 
County’s fiscal year 2024 audit, conducted by Creedle, Jones 
& Associates, P.C.

A visit from 
the North Pole

Mr. and Mrs. Claus (Gale Buck and his wife Christy) stopped 
by Piedmont Arts in Martinsville to help local students 
decorate the Christmas tree. (Contributed)

Sewer project, traffic 
changes get nod from council

By Jessica Dillon
Martinsville City Council adopted a resolu-

tion and approved a bond package for sewer im-
provements, approved new traffic calming plans, 
heard comments from several residents and con-
cerns from outgoing member Tammy Pearson 
(related story), and Vice Mayor Aaron Rawls. 

The council also approved a resolution after 
holding a public hearing on revenue bonds for 
the Doe Run Sewer Project.

In 2021, an inspection of the Doe Run, Smith 
Lake Road, and Industrial Park sewer intercep-
tors was completed, and a preliminary engineer-
ing report was prepared based on the condition 
assessment that identified the project needs. An 
application was submitted in 2022 to the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality (DEQ) request-
ing project funding. 

The DEQ identified Martinsville’s project as a 
priority project for funding through the Virginia 
Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund (VCWRLF). 
Construction plans have since been completed, 
the project is ready to go out to bid, and the City 
recently received drafts of the funding and fi-
nancing agreements. 

In September the council approved entering 
into VCWRLF loan and appropriated $559,610 
from the Water/Sewer Fund Balance for the Doe 
Run, Smith Lake Road, and Industrial Park 
Sewer Improvements. Bids were opened Novem-

ber 4, with the low bid coming in about $2 mil-
lion more than the engineer’s estimate, and with 

Vice Mayor Aaron Rawls discussed some issues at the Dec. 
17 meeting of Martinsville City Council.

Tammy Pearson

� (See Board of Supervisors p. 2)

� (See City Council p. 3)
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Board of Supervisors
(cont. from page 1)

Pearson
(cont. from page 1)

then have the option of voting to al-
low that board member to participate 
remotely.  

“The only reason the board would 
vote not to allow to remotely partici-
pate is because they can’t be heard 
or clearly or seen to participate,” he 
said.

Lyle noted a quorum, or the major-
ity of four of the six board members, 
must physically attend the meeting 
to consider another member’s request 
to participate electronically. 

During a meeting’s closed session, 
Lyle said a second motion for elec-
tronic participation is not required 
because any member electronically 
participating would simply discon-
nect the call and reconnect in the 
meeting room. 

Joe Bryant, vice-chairman, and 
of the Collinsville District, asked 
if there is a limit on the number of 
meetings a board member could miss 
even if they don’t vote under normal 
circumstances.

Lyle said state law doesn’t require 
supervisors to attend board meetings.

“I think it’d probably be a poor deci-
sion not to, but there’s no attendance 
requirement if you miss many meet-
ings, you don’t lose rights or privileg-
es. You might not get reelected, but 
you lose no rights or privileges by the 
Code of Virginia,” Lyle said. 

“If our bylaws state something else, 
I don’t think they do, there is no at-
tendance requirement and there’s 
no consequence to missing meetings 
at all, except you are not present to 
vote,” Lyle said, adding this policy 
change would make is easier for 
board members to participate when 
they can’t physically attend meetings.

County Administrator Dale Wag-
oner said he recently received an 
email from the Virginia Association 
of Counties (VACO) inquiring about 
the county’s board policies on atten-
dance. 

“Your bylaws do not have an at-
tendance policy. However, as a board, 
you could adopt an attendance policy. 
Typically, any consequence for failing 
to abide by that policy would result in 
censure, not a dismissal,” Wagoner 
said.

He also noted the technology in the 
board’s meeting room is currently 
limited.

“It will take us some more time to 
come up with a better solution than 
what we have now. We can make it 
work, but it’s not an ideal situation. 
We don’t have a true video conference 
capability in this conference room,” 
Wagoner said.

Travis Pruitt, of the Ridgeway Dis-
trict, said he requested Lyle to bring 
this potential policy change up to the 
board as he travels for his full-time 
job.

“There are occasions that I’m out of 
the county, but I could very well par-
ticipate from my hotel room. That’s 
why I personally asked him to do this 
because the two I missed this year 
are both work related,” Pruitt said.

The board also heard the results of 
an audit conducted by Creedle, Jones 
& Associates, P.C.

The audit found that the county’s 
net position grew by $24 million in 
fiscal year (FY) 2024. Kim Jackson, a 
representative of the accounting firm, 
presented the results. 

Net position refers to an entity’s as-
sets and deferred outflows of resourc-
es minus any liabilities or deferred 
inflows of resources. Over time, in-
creases or decreases in net position 
can be an indicator of that entity’s 
financial health. 

“These findings demonstrate that 
the county is on solid financial foot-
ing,” said Darrell Jones, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer. “We always have to 
be mindful of current trends and we 
have to put in place the necessary 
contingencies to address both antici-
pated and unexpected future expen-
ditures but these are certainly good 
indicators for the county’s financial 
health. A lot of that can be attrib-
uted to the Board’s financial policies, 
investment strategy, and asset man-
agement.” 

A significant portion of the growth 
in net position this year is due to the 
acquisition of the Monogram Foods 
Smith River Sports Complex. Addi-
tionally, the county paid off a “bal-
loon note” during the year which was 
used to finance the construction of the 

Adult Detention Center (ADC). This 
combination of asset gains and de-
creased liabilities contributed to the 
increase in the county’s overall net 
position. 

The county’s unassigned fund bal-
ance also increased by approximately 
$6 million even though its overall 
fund balance decreased by nearly 
$8.9 million, according to the audit. 
The overall decrease in fund balance 
is tied to the payment of the “balloon 
note” for the ADC. 

Funds in the unassigned fund bal-
ance are available to be spent at the 
county’s discretion. The county’s total 
unassigned fund balance amounted 
to $44,168,078 at the end of FY24. 
However, the Board has adopted a 
self-imposed limit on its unassigned 
fund balance to assist with acquiring 
long-term bonds rather than relying 
on tax increases to fund potential 
future capital projects. Due to this 
policy, only $17.3 million of the un-
assigned fund balance is available to 
spend. This figure does not account 
for any current or future debt obliga-
tions that may be incurred.

In other matters, the board:
*Scheduled the board’s 2025 orga-

nizational meeting for Monday, Jan-
uary 6 at 1 p.m. 

*Heard Del. Eric Phillips, R-Mar-
tinsville, read a Virginia General 
Assembly Commending Resolution 
honoring Tommy Slaughter for his 
16 years of service as a member of the 
Board of Supervisors.

*Approved a resolution honoring 
Rita Shropshire for her over 60 years 
on the Henry County Electoral Board.

*Recognized Pruitt for being a 
member of the VACO Supervisors’ 
Program Class of 2024.

*Approved the items of consent.
*Heard the monthly report on de-

linquent tax collection efforts.
*Heard an update from the Mar-

tinsville-Henry County Economic De-
velopment Corporation.

*Heard an update on the Blue 
Ridge Regional Library from Director 
Rick Ward.

*Approved an additional appropri-

ation of $26,398 received from vehicle 
insurance settlements to go towards 
the purchase of a replacement vehicle 
for the Department of Public Safety. 

*Approved an additional appro-
priation of $49,975 received from 
Ford Motor Company to purchase a 
replacement vehicle for the Parks & 
Recreation Department. 

*Approved an additional appro-
priation of $14,489 received from the 
Edward Byrne Memorial Justice As-
sistance Grant to pay for overtime 
hours deputies. 

*Awarded a contract to Haley Ford 
in the amount of $215,871 to pur-
chase five 2025 Ford Police Intercep-
tor Utility vehicles.

*Recognized the winning teams 
from the Parks & Recreation football 
and girls basketball seasons. 

*Approved a request to rezone ap-
proximately 0.23-acres of the Reed 
Creek District from Commercial Dis-
trict B-1 to Mixed Residential District 
M-R. 

*Reappointed Jeanette Hurd, Pa-
mela Randall, and Bonnie Favero to 
the ANCHOR Commission for terms 
set to expire Dec. 31, 2028. 

*Reappointed Charlie Martin, 
Rodney Clark, Bruce Adkins, Eddie 
Light, and Larry Wright to the Build-
ing Code Board of Appeals for terms 
set to expire Jan. 31, 2029. 

*Reappointed Daryl Emberson, H. 
William Martin, Jr., Ken Adkins, Joe 
Scarce, and Joel Barnes to the Fire 
Code Board of Appeals for terms set 
to expire on Jan. 31, 2029. 

*Reappointed Barry Jarrett to the 
Ninth District Development Financ-
ing, Inc., for a term set to expire Dec. 
31, 2026. 

*Executed a deed conveying 19.64 
acres of property containing Phase 
6A of the Dick & Willie Passage from 
the Board to itself. The purpose of the 
conveyance is to enact deed restric-
tions on the property in compliance 
with the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Act of 1965

Garrett Dillard, of the Iriswood Dis-
trict, attended the meeting via Zoom.

Rita Shropshire was honored with a resolution by the Henry County Board of Supervisors 
for her over 60 years of service on the Henry County Electoral Board.

Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martinsville, presented 
a Virginia General Assembly Commending 
Resolution to Tommy Slaughter for his 16 
years of service as a Henry County Board of 
Supervisor member.

County Administrator Dale Wagoner (left) 
presented a plaque to supervisor Travis 
Pruitt, of the Ridgeway District, for being a 
member of the VACO Supervisors’ Program 
Class of 2024.

together, but we knew that would 
happen, and they gave that to me 
so I could focus on the city.”

Pearson said her children have 
given her “the most high fives” 
and “shown maturity beyond their 
years.”

She also thanked her parents 
and in-laws, “close family mem-
bers and friends. You know who 
you are. You’ve seen every facet of 
this council, from the highest to the 
lowest, and you always listen. You 
offered advice and good wine. I also 
want to thank the city employees, 
and that is something I definitely 
did not do enough, and I wish I had, 
because you’re the ones who took 
a lot of our ideas and you’re the 
ones who put them into action and 
you’re the ones out there day in and 
day out working for our city.”

Pearson also thanked former 
mayor and council member Danny 
Turner, who was “the first to ap-
proach me about running” for of-

fice. She said Turner “gave me the 
confidence I needed to give it a try. 
We respectfully disagreed on some 
things when I was on council, but I 
always knew I could go to him for 
advice and he would give it will-
ingly and truthfully.

“Last but not least, I do want to 
thank the citizens of Martinsville. 
I am so humbled you gave me the 
honor and privilege of serving as 
your City Council member. I can 
assure you I did not take this re-
sponsibility lightly sorry and I 
always tried my best though I 
don’t think I’ll ever feel like I did 
enough,” Pearson said. “Did I make 
mistakes? Sure, who doesn’t? But 
did I learn from them? You abso-
lutely know I did, and I took action. 
You trusted me to be your voice. 
That’s why you always hear I’m a 
research nerd because it’s on my 
shoulders to make sure that I un-
derstood what was going on. I did 
research locally, statewide, and na-

tionally” as well as talk to subject 
matter experts and city residents.

My goal was to always put your 
needs and interests first and en-
sure a city would thrive and pros-
per. I’ve reflected quite a bit upon 
the last four years. I’ve thought of 
the accomplishments and the ups 
and downs. After Danny and Will 
talked with me about running, I 
researched and talked with others, 
and I knew I wanted to be part of 
that change along with many of 
you. I felt like there was a lack of 
transparency and deals being made 
behind closed doors.

“I was very concerned about re-
version, but I didn’t know a lot 
about it to be honest, until I got on 
council. I didn’t feel like we were 
getting all the facts and a clear fi-
nancial status, and I did feel like 
fundamental services and some of 
our economic development was be-
ing ignored because of the focus 
to revert to our town,” she said, 
adding that once the reversion ef-
fort ended, “we started focusing 
on infrastructure improvements, 
housing, economic vitality. We had 
actually started to revitalize our re-
lationships in Richmond and other 
local support resources, and I real-
ly felt like” the council was getting 
a lot done, Pearson said, adding 
that while she wanted to continue, 
“on what I thought was a positive 
trajectory …, I thought it was more 
important to spend additional time 
with my family” and opted not to 
seek reelection.

“…Honestly, there were two oth-

er reasons. The first one has to do 
with what Will tells me a lot. I’m 
too naive and I’m too trusting. He’s 
right because I always want to see 
the good in people. What I’ve seen 
over and over in office is when you 
are doing what people want, they 
are your friend. The minute it’s 
done, and they maybe don’t agree 
with you on the next thing …, then 
they’re not your friend any longer.

“Secondly I want to get away 
from all the drama that’s so drain-
ing,” Pearson said. “What worries 
me the most is that overshadows 
and sabotages the good work that 
the few are doing and that you our 
citizens want to be done. Unfortu-
nately, my feelings on the state of 
our city have changed since the last 
several months. I feel like we’ve 
stepped back in time.”

Noting there is “lots of drama, 
there’s divisiveness, there is lack of 
transparency, which scares me to 
death, and a shortage of account-
ability — which I’m so scared has 
derailed such hard work, not only 
by our employees but by some coun-
cil members” as well, Pearson said.

“To my fellow City Council mem-
bers, I want us to stop focusing on 
personal gains and remember you 
took an oath to do what is best and 
what is right for our city,” Pearson 
said. “It’s up to all of us to hold each 
and every one of the people on this 
council accountable with what they 
do with their words and actions.”

She ended simply, with “I love 
all of you and I just want to thank 
you.”

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

City Council
(cont. from page 1)

(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired 
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)
Meetings

Happy Holidays!

ONGOING
Uptown Pub Run, every Monday at 6.p.m., 

meets at Renewal Brewing 32 Franklin St, Mar-
tinsville. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific 
Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, 
Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts breakfast on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 6 - 10 a.m. 
The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children un-
der 12. All you can eat sausage, fried bologna, 
eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, made from 

scratch biscuits, made to order pancakes, coffee 
and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

The Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music 
& More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play 
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to a 
mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel music by 
different bands each week. If you want, bring a 
snack to share. This event is free to the public. 
Any donations received will go to the Bassett 
Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with 
your library card. The passes are good for one 
day and exclude special events. There is a wait 
period before you can check out the pass again. 
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public 
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New 
members are welcome. For more information, 
please call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school 
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

Neighbors in the Know. Join staff and vol-
unteers in the Hylton Library at the Spencer 
Penn Centre for activities and socializing on the 
first and third Monday of each month. A differ-
ent presentation and activity weekly, followed 
by a way to get you moving. The program is an 
hour long and activities for children will be pro-
vided. Every third Monday, 10-11 a.m., a music 
program will be provided. This free program is 
perfect for all ages.  No registration is required.

other “soft costs” such as survey, 
acquisition, etc., added, the budget 
shortfall increased to $2,732,000. 

The city contacted the VCWRLF 
and has secured additional loan 
proceeds to resolve the shortfall, ac-
cording to Greg Maggard, director of 
Public Works.

“We’re required by the require-
ments of the loan to have a public 
hearing on this, and then if we ap-
prove the resolution, we’ll move 
forward,” Maggard said of the up-
grades that will increase capacity 
when transporting wastewater from 
homes and businesses to the treat-
ment plant.

Maggard also presented upcom-
ing changes to streets after a 2023 
Uptown Survey identified the need 
to control speeding in the Uptown 
District. Previous attempts to ad-
dress this issue have failed. Raised 
crosswalks were recommended in 
the 2023 study but were not used in 
a previous attempt. 

The installation of raised pedestri-
an crosswalks at mid-block crossings 
has been proven to provide increased 
visibility and safety for pedestrians. 
Additionally, the elevated cross-
walks provide a “speed bump” effect 
in these areas, naturally slowing 
traffic. The intersection of Church 
and Broad streets was identified as 
a critical point for speed control and 
will be an “all-stop” intersection. 
This includes six raised crosswalks, 
with only one extra being added in 
front of city hall, flashing red lights 
at the intersection of Broad St. and 
Church St., and three stop signs that 
will be placed along Moss St and 
Walnut St.

The project is meant to control 
speeding and make the area more 
pedestrian-friendly. The crosswalks 
are meant to create more visibility. 
“They are about three to four inches 

wide, they are not speed bumps,” 
Maggard said, but the new cross-
walks will have the impact of a 
smaller speed bump. The stop sign 
placements on Moss St. and Walnut 
St. came from positive feedback, and 
“that light right there on Walnut 
(Street) will go away,” Maggard said.

“What I was trying to do is break 
this up into segments to try to con-
trol the acceleration rate,” Maggard 
said, and explained that he believes 
the key to reducing speed will be the 
red flashing lights at the intersection 
of Broad St. and Church St. 

The changes will cost an estimated 
$30,000, and are expected to be com-
pleted in the spring.

In a follow-up report about cam-
eras at red lights, Police Chief Rob 
Fincher said localities “are allowed 
to have one red light camera per 
15,000 residents.” This would allow 
only a single red light camera to be 
placed in the city, and companies 
that Fincher contacted weren’t in-
terested in placing a single camera.

In other matters:
*Susan Tyler raised concerns 

about racism. “I see the divide be-
tween blacks and whites in this 
community, and now I see it in city 
council. We must learn how to better 
communicate and understand each 
other. I love you all and I pray for 
the best community can be, we can 
do this together.”

*Benjamin Bailey, owner of Sky-
line Tree Service, offered a public 
apology about a recently viral video 
that showed discriminatory speech 
by a former employee. “I am appalled 
by the words and language that was 
captured online,” said Bailey, adding 
the worker had been removed from 
the company. 

“This is my community, and I’m 
committed to serving this commu-
nity, once again please accept my 

apologies again for all that occurred. 
I truly am sorry they do not repre-
sent my views,” he said.

*Denied one person to speak. Ro-
zine Baig was denied an opportunity 
to address the council during the 
public comment portion of the De-
cember 17 meeting. 

Before that portion began, May-
or LC Jones said “all we ask” from 
speakers “is to state your name at 
the podium. Keep your business rel-
evant.” He added that on advice from 
the city’s attorney, comments were 
not to include “pending legal or per-
sonnel issues.”

Council members did not elabo-
rate, however, Martinsville Police 
Chief Rob Fincher went to the po-
dium after Baig repeatedly tried to 
be heard. 

*Council members Kathy Lawson, 
Mayor LC. Jones and Rawls thanked 
Pearson for her service, and during 
his comments, Rawls detailed what 
he believes to be current issues in 
the city.

“To be quite frank, we are probably 
walking into the worst council we’ve 
had in history.”

Rawls said that the city is back-
tracking, and that people are looking 
down on Martinsville due to internal 
issues. “We saw ridiculous absurd 
lies on people who are in public of-
fice. People from outside of Martins-
ville want to help Martinsville more 
than the people of Martinsville.” 

Noting former charges and alle-
gations of racism leading up to the 
November election cycle, Rawls said, 
“the world does not have time for 
these silly problems.” 

Issues with water infrastructure 
were also pointed out with Rawls ex-

pressing concern about funding for 
repairs. “Now we don’t have people 
wanting to do projects here anymore. 
Now people are going to go 600 feet 
outside of the city limits because the 
counties are better to work with than 
the city. Guess what, your taxes are 
going up, your rates are going up.” 

Rawls asked voters to support 
change in the next election.

“I think a lot of people got race-
hustled into silliness, and now you 
are all going to pay for it,” Rawls 
said, adding “frankly, I’m about the 
only person that a lot of people in 
here trust.”

*After thanking outgoing council 
member Lawrence Mitchell for his 
service — Mitchell did not attend the 
meeting, Jones said: 

“A lot of different comments to-
night, different various topics. It’s 
been a turbulent year, a rollercoast-
er sometimes” and regardless of who 
says what and how who feels, you 
are the victim circumstances that 
you create yourself, and a lot of times 
individuals have to look themselves 
in the mirror before they start point-
ing the finger at anybody and accept 
responsibility for their own actions.”

Jones also thanked city employ-
ees, who have worked hard despite 
changes and turnover. “The he 
guys, the boots on the ground, from 
the fire department, police depart-
ment, sheriff’s department, public 
works, electric, every department, 
HR, thank you for everything you’ve 
done. I look forward to 2025.” 

Julian Mei and Rayshaun Grave-
ly, who were elected in November, 
will begin their first terms in Janu-
ary.

Rozine Baig was denied an opportunity to address the council during the public comment 
portion of the December 17 meeting.

Rico Johnson was among speakers to raise 
concerns.

Vice Mayor Aaron Rawls discussed personal 
accountability.

The Greatest Story Ever Told
By Dr. Glenn Mollette
No story can match the Christmas story. 
Mary was just an ordinary girl but she was 

special in the eyes of God. She was someone God 
knew he could choose to enter the world as the 
baby Jesus. Mary and husband to be Joseph fol-
lowed the leadership of God and were willing ves-
sels to be used of God. 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem and placed in a 
cow’s trough. This young couple had to sleep in 
a barn because the town was crowded and there 
was no room for them in the inn. 

They were poor people and hey had a new baby. 
The conditions were less than ideal for the care of 
a mom and a newly delivered baby. 

God took care of them. Even when an evil king 
was paranoid by the birth of Jesus, God directed 
them to relocate to Egypt for period of time. 

Jesus grew up and at the young age of 12 was 
confounding the religious leaders with his knowl-
edge and wisdom. 

This young man would grow up to be the great-
est man who has ever lived. He was different. He 
was a man but He was God in the flesh. Yes, he 
hurt just like we hurt, bled like we bleed, and was 
tempted as we are tempted, but He was God. 

John the Baptist recognized Him as the lamb of 
God. The disciples recognized they were living in 
the presence of deity. 

No one else has ever lived the way Jesus lived. 

He healed the sick. He gave the blind sight. He 
enabled the lame to walk. He raised the dead. He 
fed masses of people with a few loaves of bread 
and fish. He was the greatest teacher who ever 
lived. 

More books have been written about Jesus than 
any other person. The Bible is the best-selling 
book of all time. Every week billions of people 
worship him publicly and privately.  

Jesus loved like no other person but he had 
great opposition. Sadly, most of the opposition 
was from the religious crowd of his day. They 
weren’t satisfied until they convinced the political 
leadership of that day to execute Jesus publicly 
on a cross. His execution was brutal, humiliat-
ing, shameful, and repulsive. The way Jesus was 
treated fully exposed the wickedness of mankind 
and the literal cruelty of religion. 

The story of Jesus does not end at the cross or 
his burial. The story of Jesus doesn’t end at all. 
Three days later the stone was rolled away from 
his burial tomb and he emerged alive as the victo-
rious Son of God who conquered death, hell, and 
the grave. He spent time with his followers teach-
ing and equipping them before his departure into 
heaven right before their very eyes. 

As he ascended into heaven the angels told the 
disciples, “Why do you stand here gazing up into 
heaven. This same Jesus shall come again in like 
manner.” From that day forward the disciples 

became the greatest group of missionaries of all 
time. Everywhere they went they told the story 
of Jesus. Everyone who heard the story and be-
lieved the story were forever changed. 

Do you believe the story? Have you heard this 
story? Maybe you’ve heard it many, many times. 
Possibly, you never grow tired of hearing the 
story. It’s an old, old story but it’s the story that 
gives us hope. This story of Jesus keeps us going, 
looking forward to better things and better times. 

The story of Jesus is the story of life, peace, 
hope, and forgiveness of all of our sins. It’s the 
story about heaven and seeing our loved ones 
again. It’s the story that often turns houses into 
homes, lifts drug addicts out of ditches, gives peo-
ple a sense of direction and purpose in life. 

Do you love the Christmas story? Do you love 
who this story is about? The story is about Jesus. 
If you don’t know him, ask him right now to come 
into your heart and life and he will. 

A heavenly host of angels proclaimed to shep-
herds watching their flocks, “For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord.”  Luke 2:11

May the greatest story ever told become the 
greatest story you know personally. 

Find books by Glenn Mollette at Amazon.com 
Learn more about his books, columns and music 
at GlennMollette.Com. Email is gmollette@aol.
com.
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Farewell to Tradition: Letting Go 
of the Cranberry Mold (For Now)
It’s hard to recognize 

when it’s time to say 
good-bye.

That’s especially the 
case with our tradition-
al family holiday foods, 
when leaving one off the 
dinner table seems sacri-
legious, a slap in the face 
to the women of genera-
tions past who made and 
served them without fail.

However, I now see that after years 
of inescapable proof, it’s time to loos-
en the hold on the cranberry mold.

(I had no such compunction about 
cancelling out that awful green bean 
casserole, which my grandmother 
made and my mother made and I 
never could stand – and I am aware 
it’s still somewhat popular today.)

My mother and I always loved cran-
berry mold. It’s a ringed Jell-o salad 
shaped in a metal mold with a pret-
ty pattern. The bottom was a dense 
raspberry-flavored gelatin of chopped 
walnuts, cranberries and celery fla-
vored with crushed pineapple, and 
the gelled top was a delicious tangy-
sweet mayonnaise-sour cream mix-
ture sweetened with pineapple juice.

I made cranberry mold and all my 
mother’s other classics without fail for 
all my holidays at home from my very 
first year of being independent.

Oddly, my cranberry molds in those 
first years always came out perfectly 
formed and glistened enticingly on 
the table. It’s only been over the past 
five or 10 years that I’ve had trouble 
getting the gelatin out of the mold and 
once or twice even getting the gelatin 
to set properly, so the presentation 
has not been as flawless.

Also over the past several years, 
fewer and fewer dinner guests even 
eat it. Some get slim slices -- just to be 
polite, I guess.  

So after every holiday dinner I’m 
stuck with a very large cranberry 
mold ring that takes up too much 
space in the refrigerator and gets 
mostly thrown out after a few days 
since there isn’t anyone besides me 
who eats it anyway.

Last week Davis Scott made am-
brosia for the Martinsville-Henry 
County Historical Society’s board of 

directors Christmas dinner. Davis 
is the Historical Society’s youngest 
board member – a college student – so 
for someone so young to make ambro-
sia counts indeed as a nod to history.

Ambrosia, supposedly the food of 
the gods, made the rounds in the 
1970s. It is canned fruit cocktail, 
Mandarin oranges and maraschino 
cherries stirred with flaked coconut 
and perhaps halved grapes, mini-
marshmallows and maybe some 
cream. A few weeks ago, I saw it list-
ed in a cute little online article called 
“15 Food from the 1970s No One Eats 
Anymore.”

I told Davis about that article and 
reminisced about my mother making 
ambrosia that long ago, and I hadn’t 
seen it since.

“Like Waldorf salad!” he chimed in.
Wait – what?! Is Waldorf salad out, 

too?
My mother always made Waldorf 

salad by combining chopped apples, 
grapes, celery and walnuts and stir-
ring in mayonnaise.

Waldorf salad was the other cold 
dish on my childhood Thanksgiving 
and Christmas tables all those years 
ago, and like the cranberry mold, I’ve 
been making it religiously ever since. 
And unlike the cranberry mold, some 
guests at my dinner table do eat it.

But come to think of it, I don’t be-
lieve I’ve ever come across Waldorf 
salad on anyone else’s table, though 
I’ve seen a sweeter version of it at a 
restaurant or two.

Well, we can still take a break from 
cranberry mold but don’t have to 
leave the cranberry mold off the holi-
day table forever. Perhaps it can reap-
pear every few years, just to keep that 
memory alive.

It can swap turns with Waldorf 
salad.

What’s Next for Syria?
Throughout the ten-

ure of the Biden Ad-
ministration, conflict 
and turmoil have only 
gotten worse in the 
Middle East.

A recent flareup in 
the region is the col-
lapse of Bashar al-
Assad’s regime in 
Syria.

Syrian rebel forces 
struck quickly at the 
beginning of Decem-
ber, taking control of 
major cities in Syria 
before advancing on 
the country’s capital, 
Damascus.

The regime’s army 
could not withstand 
the rebel advance. 
Some of the regime’s 
soldiers fled to Iraq, 
and al-Assad was 
forced into exile in 
Russia.

This marks a mo-
mentous event in Syr-
ian history. The Assad 
regime in Syria lasted 
for more than half a 
century.

Bashar al-Assad’s 
father, Hafez, was 
a ruthless dictator 
who seized power in 
a coup in 1970. Hafez 
exercised power and 
repression in terrible 
forms. He ordered 
brutal crackdowns on 
various groups in the 
country and the media 
was state-controlled.

As leaders of the 
Baath political party, 
the Assads adhered to 
pan-Arab socialism. 
All walks of life in Syr-
ia revolved around the 
Baathists. Around the 
same time, the Baath 
party movement in 
Iraq was led by Sad-
dam Hussein.

Under Bashar al-
Assad, the govern-
ment continued its 
human rights abus-
es, going so far as to 
have reportedly used 
chemical weapons on 
the Syrian people. The 
country was plunged 
into a civil war in 
2011, and millions of 
Syrians have been dis-
placed.

Many are celebrat-
ing the Syrian rebel 
victory over al-Assad. 
It is with good reason 
to cheer for the tri-
umph of people who 
topple an oppressive 
government.

However, not every 
triumph over an op-
pressive government 
has the good outcome 
that the United States 

of America had after 
its revolution.

One of the most 
well-known revolu-
tions of the 20th cen-
tury took place in the 
Russian Empire. As 
Russia stared down 
the armies of the Cen-
tral Powers in World 
War I, the Russian 
Czar was dealing with 
domestic turmoil.

Czar Nicholas II, 
who at one time ex-
ercised personal com-
mand of the Russian 
army, abdicated his 
throne in March 1917 
in response to intense 
protests. The Duma, 
a parliamentary body, 
formed a provisional 
government under Al-
exander Kerensky.

That government 
embraced freedom of 
speech and political 
participation from all 
groups, including the 
communist Bolshe-
viks.

The Bolsheviks capi-
talized on the new re-
public’s political pro-
cess. They routinely 
denounced the pro-
visional government 
for Russia’s continued 
involvement in World 
War I and the effects it 
had on food shortages 
and inflation.

By October, the 
provisional govern-
ment fell apart. The 
Red Revolutionar-
ies, led by Bolshevik 
Party leader Vladimir 
Lenin, seized power 
and formed the Soviet 
Union.

Like the state of af-
fairs of 1917 Russia, 
Syria appears headed 
for significant upheav-
al.

The Syrian rebels 
are led by a group 
known as Hayat Tah-
rir al-Sham (HTS).

As of this writing, 
HTS is designated as a 
foreign terrorist group 
by the United States 
and several other 
Western nations. 
Members of HTS as-
sociate themselves 
with the Sunni sect of 

Islam.
BBC reports that 

at one time, the HTS 
leader, Abu Moham-
mad al-Jolani, was 
linked to the ISIS 
leader, Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi, and sup-
ported al-Qaeda, the 
group responsible for 
orchestrating the 9/11 
terrorist attacks.

One significant is-
sue in forming a stable 
government will be 
respecting religious 
liberties. Assad is an 
Alawite. Many Druze, 
another faith, also live 
in Syria, along with 
Shiite Muslims, Chris-
tians and other reli-
gious minorities.

Al-Jolani’s family 
supposedly has roots 
in the Golan Heights, 
a territory divided 
between Israel and 
Syria. Thousands of 
Israelis and Syrians 
now live in the area.

Following the col-
lapse of the Assad 
regime, Israel sent 
troops into Syrian 
sections of the Golan 
Heights to create a 
buffer zone with Syr-
ia. Israeli President 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
explained his decision, 
saying Israel will not 
allow any hostile force 
to establish itself on 
Israel’s border.

This move by Israel 
suggests it is prepar-
ing for the worst.

While the US has 
long opposed the 
Assad regime, how the 
US approaches HTS 
remains to be seen.

To President 
Trump’s credit in his 
first term, American 
troop presence in Syr-
ia was dedicated to the 
annihilation of ISIS. 
President Trump 
also ordered the 2019 
strike that killed al-
Baghdadi.

After years of in-
stability and turmoil, 
the Syrian people now 
face one of the best op-
portunities to estab-
lish democratic insti-
tutions and principles 
in the country.

My desire is that 
the United States sup-
ports the institutions 
of democracy and 
freedom, including 
religious freedom, in 
Syria. It is important 
to encourage the stabi-
lization of the country 
as much as possible in 
order to hopefully fos-
ter a free and harmo-
nious Syria.

Call the Abingdon of-
fice at (276) 525-1405, 
the Christiansburg of-
fice at 540-381-5671, 
or email by visiting 
www.morgangriffith.
house.gov with ques-
tions or comments.
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National Association of 
Adults announces we’ll 

open presents after coffee
By Ben R. Williams
In what’s widely been regarded as 

a contentious move, the National As-
sociation of Adults (NAA) announced 
this week that we’ll open presents af-
ter coffee.

Jim Patterson, President of the 
NAA, said that he understands the 
news may come as a disappointment 
to some as we rapidly approach the 
holiday season, but he was unwilling 
to negotiate.

“C’mon, sport,” Patterson said at a 
press conference which took place in 
the kitchen. “Another hour won’t kill 
you. The presents will still be there af-
ter we all have a cup of coffee. Maybe 
two cups.”

Patterson explained that after eat-
ing the turkey dinner grandma pre-
pared, everyone will need a little time 
to digest their food and relax. Addi-
tional extenuating circumstances un-
derscored the importance of delaying 
the present-opening, he added.

“We haven’t had a chance to talk 
to Aunt Margaret about the home 
renovations yet,” he said. “I heard she 
added a whirlpool tub to the master 
bath, and everyone is going to want 
the full review. Also, Uncle Elmer just 
got that RV and I really want to hear 
about his vacation to Delaware.”

Billy Chambers, designated spokes-
person for the Brotherhood of Gift En-
thusiasts (BGE), said that talks be-
tween his organization and the NAA 
are at a standstill.

“I won’t lie, the negotiations have 
gone pear-shaped,” said Chambers, 
age 9. “I brought forth several rea-
sonable arguments, but Patterson re-
mains steadfast and unyielding.”

For example, Chambers said, he 
struggles to see a reason why mem-
bers of the NAA cannot simultane-
ously drink coffee and open presents. 
Furthermore, he said, he fails to see 
why the members of the BGE must 
remain in the kitchen during the cof-
fee session and listen to stories that 
have little application to their lives.

“As a nine year old, a discussion of 
how Grandpa Bob is navigating his 
ideal retirement package as weighed 
against his future Social Security 
benefits is abstract at best,” Cham-

bers said. 
Despite suggestions from Chambers 

that members of the NAA start the 
coffee machine before dinner is com-
pleted, Patterson said that they will 
only begin brewing coffee a minimum 
of ten minutes after the last person 
has finished eating. Patterson added 
that the coffee maker in question is 
an exceedingly slow 5-cup Mr. Coffee 
drip coffee maker that will need to be 
refilled at least once in order for ev-
eryone to have a cup and three times 
if everyone wants two cups. Which 
they will.

“Patterson and his ilk would have 
you believe that the coffee-enjoying 
process will take 45 minutes to an 
hour,” Chambers said. “Past experi-
ence suggests the actual length of 
time will be an hour and a half mini-
mum. Members of my organization 
have been burned before.”

Chambers added that the NAA is 
giving no consideration whatsoever 
to the gifts that could potentially be 
waiting under the Christmas tree and 
the importance of opening and enjoy-
ing them as soon as possible.

“I have reason to believe that the 
smaller gift with my name on it is a 
copy of Donkey Kong for Game Boy,” 
Chambers said. “My friend told me 
that you think the whole game is just 
going to be the same four levels from 
the arcade game but then it opens up 
and it turns out there’s about a billion 
different levels. That is — and I say 
this from a purely objective and clini-
cal viewpoint — substantially more 
interesting than anything that has 
ever taken place in the kitchen.”

“Tests are still inconclusive,” Cham-
bers added, “and we’re still taking 
measurements, but early reports indi-
cate that the larger box partially con-
cealed by the china hutch could con-
tain a Nintendo 64. If that is the case, 
any further delay from gift-opening is 
not merely an inconvenience, but pos-
sibly a human rights violation.”

Patterson did not respond to this 
accusation by press time as he was 
busy having a beer with Uncle Mike 
and discussing whether or not Tom 
Kite would ever win The Masters.

See m
ore at 

www.henrycounty
enterprise.com
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power move.

Safe Step. North Ameri-
ca’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-

prehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 

1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 

available. Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited Time Offer 

– up to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 

Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 

off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

LIVESTOCK SALES

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, 

tile, closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Refer-

ences. Bob Morehouse 
Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-

Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Forestry mulching, over-
grown property cleanup, 
bush-hogging, pasture 

& field reclamation, ATV 
& walking trails, hunting 
lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator work. 
Free estimates. Call 276-
229-9410 or Facebook 
Thomas Land Solutions 

LLC

Full and Part-time 
team drivers

Blue Ridge Aquaculture 
subsidiary is looking for 

dependable driver teams 
or drivers to be matched 

with another driver for 
dedicated NE routes. 

Driving couples or current 
teams are encouraged 
to apply. We have both 

full & part-time opportuni-
ties. Home every other 

night. CDL (Class A) and 
2 years of experience 

required. Must be at least 
21 years of age with a 

good driving record. Must 
be physically able to 

climb on tanker to facili-
tate securing and unload-
ing of product. Must have 

a valid US Passport or 
able to obtain one within 

90 days.
Excellent benefits pack-
age including medical, 

dental, vision, life, short 
term disability, long term 

disability, and 401K. 
Medical and vision insur-
ance for the employee 
is provided at no cost.
Apply online at www.

blueridgeaquaculture.
com, or call 276-632-
9440 to make an ap-
pointment to apply in 

person at 555 Industrial 
Park Drive, Ridgeway, VA 
24148 during office hours 

(M - F 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm). Pay: $90,000.00 

- $105,000.00 per year 
based on number of trips.

AUCTIONS
FIREARMS AUCTION. 

LIVE, ONLINE & PHONE 
BIDDING December 

13th 1pm & 14th 10am. 
Military, Modern, Sporting 
& Classic Firearms. www.

montroseauction.com. 478-
376-4559 Greensboro, GA. 

GAL 2006

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Win-

dows Installed! Starting at 
$350 Call 804-739-8207 
for More Details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters! 

FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac 

Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 

FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 

SERVICES

Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

HELP WANTED

BCIA CULPEPER 
SENIOR BULL SALE, 

Saturday, December 14, 
Noon, Culpeper Agricultural 
Enterprise, Culpeper, VA. 
Selling 80 Angus, Charo-
lais, Gelbvieh, Gelbvieh 
Balancer, Hereford, Sim-

mental and SimAngus bulls.  
Catalog 540-231-9159. 

Sale information available at 
www.virginiabcia.com. Sale 
available online at https://

www.liveauctions.tv/

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliver-

attorneyva.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mu-

tual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 

now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 
www.dental50plus.com/

virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-

216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, 

call 1-855-262-5564

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

			  Sports Schedule
Following are the dates and times of local high school 
teams and their games for the week of December 23-30:

12/26	 TBA Boys Basketball Magna Vista vs TBA 		
(at Bonner M.S.)
	 TBA Boys Basketball Martinsville vs TBA 		
(at George Washington)
12/27	 TBA Girls Basketball Magna Vista vs TBA 		
(at Northern Guilford H.S.)

	 TBA Girls Basketball Martinsville vs TBA
	 TBA Boys Basketball Magna Vista vs TBA 		
(at Bonner M.S.)
	 TBA Boys Basketball Martinsville vs TBA 		
(at George Washington)
12/28	 TBA Girls Basketball Martinsville vs TBA
	 TBA Boys Basketball Martinsville vs TBA 		
(at George Washington)

Legal 2 col x 2”
1221 1228 0104 0111

ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. JJ017611-13-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
HENRY COUNTY J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re STOKES, LATRELL
HENRY MARTINSVILLE DSS v. UNKNOWN FATHER
The object of this suit is to:
PURSUANT TO VA CODE SECTION 16.1-283, TERMINATE 
THE RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE UNKNOWN FA-
THER OF LATRELL STOKES, A CHILD BORN MAY 29, 2020 
TO ROLITA STOKES.

IT IS ORDERED that the defendant UNKNOWN FATHER ap-
pear at the above-named Court and protect his interests on or before 
02/05/2025 at 3:00 p.m.

12/17/2024

Brian J. Jessup, CPA, PLC
Christmas and Happy New Year

JESSUP &  Associates
Certified Public Accountants

125 N. Main St., Stuart, VA
694.4999

60 W. Chruch Street, Martinsville, VA 
632-7775

LEGAL
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

To read more about these and other stories, check 
out The Enterprise, www.theenterprise.net.

Board vacates FOIA charge amid contentious debate on transparency 

Patrick County’s Board of Supervisors tackled 
issues of transparency, personnel, and commu-
nity concerns during its meeting on Monday, 
Dec. 9. Among the most debated items was the 
decision to vacate a $1,294.71 Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA) charge incurred by The En-
terprise newspaper.

The motion to vacate the fee, introduced by 
Dan River District Supervisor Andrew Overby, 
passed in a 4-1 vote after a lengthy discussion.

Overby, who won a special election in No-
vember and began his term at the December 
meeting, wasted no time addressing transpar-
ency concerns, adding to the meeting agenda a 
discussion on FOIA processes. He also asked for 
a discussion regarding County Administrator 
Beth Simms to be held in closed session. 

The motion to amend the agenda passed 4-1, 
with Blue Ridge District Supervisor Steve Mar-
shall abstaining.

Overby questioned County Attorney John 
Fitzgerald and Assistant County Administrator 
and FOIA officer Donna Shough about the FOIA 
process, specifically why a recent request from 
Debbie Hall in her capacity as editor of The En-
terprise, was sent to Fitzgerald for review. 

“Normally, we do send them through the 

county attorney unless it’s something very, very 
basic,” Shough said.

Fitzgerald said there was a question for him 
as to what should be produced. “So, I conducted 
a review of the documents to determine whether 
anything should be exempted. We made certain 
redactions, and produced as much as was re-
quired,” Fitzgerald said.

“When you do a response to a FOIA request, 
you’re required to note the exemptions on the 
request” when information is redacted, as is re-
quired by law, Overby said. 

Fitzgerald said he didn’t note exemptions; 
Shough added there were redactions, with no 
exemptions noted.

Overby said that doesn’t follow the require-
ments of the law. 

“I wasn’t aware that we needed to note where 
the redactions” were, Fitzgerald said, and asked 
for specific examples.  

“I don’t have them in front of me, but I’ve 
reviewed them and there were several areas 
where there were redactions and there were no 
notations at all. So, I’m just wondering why it 
was redacted,” Overby said. “You’re our legal 
counsel. You don’t know that you’re supposed to 
put an exemption or a redaction?”

Fitzgerald asked Overby to point him to the 
part of the Virginia FOIA Code he referenced.

“You’re the expert on the Code, right,” Overby 
said.

“You’re the one telling me that I’m supposed 
to provide the exemption,” Fitzgerald said.

Andrew Overby, of the Dan River District, (left), attended 
his first Patrick County Board of Supervisors meeting as a 
board member. Jonathan Wood, vice chairman, is seated 
to the right.

More than two dozen residents attended the December 9 Patrick County Board of Supervisors meeting.

School division receives $77,000 School Security Equipment grant

Patrick County Schools Superintendent 
Jason Wood announced during the School 
Board’s meeting on Thursday, December 12 
that the division received the School Security 
Equipment grant.

“This is a 75-25 percent grant, so we are 
receiving 75 percent of the grant total. We’ll 
receive $77,000 or more than that towards se-
curity equipment,” Wood said.

The grant funds will be used to purchase 
window films to limit visibility in the schools, 
additional surveillance cameras at the Patrick 
County High School (PCHS), and weapons/
metal detectors.

“We’ve went through several vendors, and 

we saw several presentations. The OPEN-
GATE system is the one that we have chosen,” 
he said.

Wood said this grant will be combined with 
the over $1250,000 School Safety & Security 
Grant the division received in June 2024 to 
get the OPENGATE weapons/metal detectors 
for PCHS.

“With that combination of those two dollars, 
we’ll have to purchase two additional OPEN-
GATE systems out of local dollars to have 
enough to every entrance secured at the high 
school. So really good news that we were able 
to combine two grants to get most of that paid 
for with grant dollars,” he said.

The Patrick County School Board heard it received a School Security Equipment grant at its December 12 meeting.

Patrick County Sheriff’s Office 
Ranks Among Busiest in Virginia, 

Report Finds

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) 
remains one of the busiest law enforcement 
agencies in Virginia serving populations under 
20,000, according to the 2023 Crime in Virginia 
Report. Released during the summer of 2024 
by the Virginia State Police Data and Report-
ing Team (DART), the report confirms Patrick 
County’s continued position alongside Scott and 
Buchanan counties as the busiest jurisdictions 
in their category.

Despite the heavy workload, Sheriff Dan 
Smith pointed to a relatively low crime rate 
in Patrick County. “Even though we are very 
busy, our incident rate is still low, at 4.45 per-
cent (per capita), compared to 4.24 in 2022, 
which is much lower than the state average,” 
Smith said.

Crime and Arrest Statistics
The report shows that Patrick deputies 

handled 715 reported incidents and made 468 
arrests in 2023. Virginia State Police (VSP) 
contributed to local law enforcement efforts 
by investigating 18 offenses and making 16 ar-
rests. DMV data reveals that Patrick deputies 
investigated 15 reportable traffic crashes, while 
VSP troopers assigned to the county investigat-
ed 142 crashes, including six fatalities.

Patrick County Sheriff Dan Smith

Safety Rope offers last-resort aid to county residents
For 30 years, Safety Rope has provided a crit-

ical safety net for Patrick County residents who 
find themselves with nowhere else to turn. The 
local nonprofit organization, founded in 1994, 
offers financial assistance for essential needs 
that often fall through the cracks of other aid 
programs.

“When people are having issues, a lot of times 
they go to the Department of Social Services 
(DSS) or other organizations for assistance,” 
said Peggy Rakes, the organization’s treasurer. 
“Light bills, car repairs, plumbing issues—just 
different things they don’t have the money to 
deal with. But most of those organizations have 
applications and limits, and people can only get 

certain things covered.”
That’s where Safety Rope steps in.
“What Safety Rope does is we try to help with 

some of the bills that you don’t have anywhere 
else to turn for,” Rakes explained. “If your car 
is in the shop and that’s your only means of 
transportation to work, we try to help cover 
the cost of the car repairs. It’s just another av-
enue to turn to when you’ve been denied from 
everything else. We’re going to throw them a 
lifeline.”

In 2023, Safety Rope distributed more than 
$25,000 to assist roughly 40 people, providing 
support for a range of needs, including utility 
bills, rent, and car repairs.
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Puzzle Answers!

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Enroll in Health Plans by 
December 31 for Coverage 

to Begin January 1
December 31 is the deadline for 

Virginians to apply for health care 
coverage through Virginia’s Insur-
ance Marketplace to ensure cov-
erage begins on January 1. Those 
who enroll after December 31 but 
before the Open Enrollment Period 
ends on January 15 will have cov-
erage starting February 1.

Virginia’s Insurance Market-
place, operated by the Virginia 
Health Benefit Exchange under 
the State Corporation Commission, 
serves as the Commonwealth’s of-
ficial platform for comparing and 
purchasing health insurance. Since 
its launch in 2023, the Marketplace 
has helped more than 400,000 
residents secure health plans. Ac-
cording to officials, nine out of 10 
households qualify for financial as-
sistance through the program.

“We are pleased to see so many 
Virginians shopping for and find-
ing high-quality, affordable plans 
on the Marketplace,” said Keven 
Patchett, director of Virginia’s In-
surance Marketplace. “Our team is 
prepared to continue helping Vir-
ginians navigate the open enroll-
ment process and receive the per-
fect health plan for themselves and 
their families.”

After the Open Enrollment Peri-
od closes on January 15, Virginians 
can still apply for coverage if they 
experience a Qualifying Life Event, 

such as getting married, having a 
baby, or losing other health insur-
ance. Additionally, those who have 
lost Medicaid coverage during the 
Medicaid unwinding period can 
enroll in affordable Marketplace 
plans through June 30.

All health plans offered through 
the Marketplace cover the 10 es-
sential health benefits required by 
law, including emergency services, 
pregnancy and childbirth care, 
and prescription drugs. Individual 
and family plans are available to 
eligible Virginians, including self-
employed individuals, unemployed 
residents, and those whose jobs do 
not provide affordable insurance 
options.

Virginians can visit Marketplace.
Virginia.gov to browse and com-
pare plans. For further assistance, 
residents can take advantage of the 
following resources:

Marketplace Help Center, at 
www.marketplace.virginia.gov, 
connects Virginians with in-person 
or phone support. Free translation 
services are available.

FAQ Page provides answers to 
common questions about the enroll-
ment process and available plans.

With the deadline approaching, 
officials encourage Virginians to 
explore their options and secure 
coverage to protect their health 
and financial well-being.

Santa Brings Christmas 
Cheer at the pump

For those hitting the road ahead 
of Christmas or getting last minute 
gifts, Santa has delivered. Motor-
ists will likely see a national aver-
age price of gas of $2.95 per gallon 
on Christmas, the lowest we’ve 
seen on Christmas Day since 2020, 
according to GasBuddy, the lead-
ing fuel savings platform saving 
North American drivers the most 
money on gas.

After waiting years for the na-
tional average to fall back to levels 
more consistent with norms, gaso-
line prices are finally there, thanks 
to the Federal Reserve slowing the 
economy down with higher interest 
rates, a weak economy in China, 
the world’s second largest oil con-
sumer, and the ultimate healer: 
time. It has now been several years 
since the economy was growing 
at blistering pace, sending prices, 
including fuel, soaring across the 
globe, causing governments to in-
crease borrowing costs, slowing the 
global economy, easing demand, 
which slowed inflation.

“This holiday season is shaping 
up to be a gift for American drivers, 
with gas prices presenting a stark 
contrast to the budget-breaking 
levels we’ve seen in recent years 
and a return to what feels like 
normal for many Americans fill-
ing their tanks,” said Patrick De 

Haan, head of petroleum analysis 
at GasBuddy. “After waiting an ex-
hausting two years for imbalances 
brought on by Covid and Russia’s 
war on Ukraine to settle down, 
we’re finally getting back to nor-
mal. Whether you’re driving over 
the river and through the woods to 
grandmother’s house or embarking 
on a longer holiday road trip, your 
wallet will feel a bit heavier, espe-
cially when utilizing the free Gas-
Buddy app to find cheap gas.”

States with the Most/Least Ex-
pensive Holiday Gas Prices in 2024

1. Oklahoma ($2.46/gal) | Ha-
waii ($4.58/gal)

2. Texas ($2.53/gal) | California 
($4.31/gal)

3. Mississippi ($2.55/gal) | Wash-
ington ($3.93/gal)

4. Arkansas ($2.54/gal) | Nevada 
($3.60/gal)

5. Tennessee ($2.62/gal) | Or-
egon ($3.47/gal)

GasBuddy recommends holiday 
road trippers always check fuel 
prices before filling up, especially 
when crossing state lines where 
gas taxes can cause prices to fluctu-
ate. GasBuddy will also be releas-
ing its 2025 Fuel Outlook later this 
month, forecasting gas prices for 
the year ahead to inform both con-
sumers and fuel retailers of the top 
trends to watch for to save money.

Crash results in 
death of local man

A two-vehicle crash resulted in 
the death of a Ridgeway man, ac-
cording to a release from the Vir-
ginia State Police.

The crash occurred on Greens-
boro Road, at Lee Ford Camp Road 
in Henry County, on Friday, Dec 13 
at 9:10 p.m.

A 2001 Chevrolet Silverado failed 
to yield the right-of-way while en-

tering Greensboro Road and was 
struck by a 2015 Audi.

The driver of the Chevrolet was 
identified as Marvin Lee Jenkins, 
84, of Ridgeway, Va. Mr. Jenkins 
was wearing his seatbelt and was 
transported to Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital where he later died.

The crash remains under investi-
gation.

Free Flu Drive-Thru Vaccine 
Clinic set for Dec. 27 

The Pittsylvania-Danville Health 
District will offer a free seasonal flu 
vaccine clinic on Friday, December 
27. The clinic will be held from 2 - 
4 p.m. at the Pittsylvania County 
Health Department, 200 HC Mc-
Ghee Drive in Chatham. 

This drive-thru event will offer 
influenza (flu) vaccinations for ev-
eryone age 3 and older. A limited 
supply of free influenza vaccine 
will be available for this event on 
a first-come, first-served basis. A 
parent or legal guardian must ac-
company anyone younger than 18.

The purpose of these exercises 
is to simulate a mass vaccination 
event in which the health depart-
ment and local agencies would 
work together so community mem-
bers could be vaccinated efficiently 
during a time of emergency. Near 
Southwest Medical Reserve Corps 
volunteers will assist health de-
partment staff with this exercise. 
The vaccine is provided by the Vir-
ginia Department of Health, Office 
of Emergency Preparedness.

“We’ve already documented cas-
es of influenza this season in the 
area, and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and 
the Virginia Department of Health 
recommend vaccination each year 
for everyone 6 months and older,” 
said Scott J. Spillmann, MD, MPH, 
director, Pittsylvania-Danville 
Health District. “Vaccination is 
the best way to prevent influenza 
and its potentially severe complica-
tions.”

All persons aged 6 months or old-
er should be vaccinated against in-
fluenza each year. Particular effort 
should be made to vaccinate people 
at higher risk for influenza compli-
cations, including:

Pregnant and postpartum wom-
en, or those who will be pregnant 
during the influenza season;
•	Persons 65 years of age or older, 

including residents of nursing 
homes and long-term care facili-
ties

•	People who have chronic lung or 
heart problems, including asth-
ma

•	People who have other serious 
medical conditions, such as dia-
betes, kidney disease, cystic fi-
brosis, anemia, cancer, weak im-
mune systems (including those 
with HIV) or a seizure disorder.
Influenza, commonly called “the 

flu,” is a serious disease caused by 
the influenza virus that affects the 
respiratory tract. It is highly conta-
gious and generally spreads from 
person-to-person when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes. The vi-
rus can be transmitted even before 
flu-like symptoms appear. A person 
usually becomes sick one to three 
days following exposure to the vi-
rus. Typical flu symptoms include 
fever, dry cough, sore throat, runny 
or stuffy nose, headache, muscle 
aches and extreme fatigue.

To minimize your risk of con-
tracting or transmitting the flu, fol-
low these simple steps:
•	Get vaccinated;
•	Wash your hands frequently and 

thoroughly, for at least 20 sec-
onds;

•	Cover your cough, either by using 
a disposable tissue or coughing 
into your sleeve, not your hand; 

•	Stay at home when you are sick.
For questions about the flu vacci-

nation event, please call (434)766-
9887 or for more information or 
visit www.vdh.virginia.gov/epide-
miology/influenza-flu-in-virginia/.

Lady Pats Softball Team Honored 
at National Championship Ring 

Ceremony and Fundraiser
Patrick & Henry Community Col-

lege (P&HCC) Athletics celebrated a 
historic milestone as the Lady Pats 
softball team received their 2024 NJ-
CAA Division III National Champi-
onship rings on Saturday, December 
14. The ceremony and fundraiser at 
Virginia Museum of Natural History 
was a night filled with celebration 
and community pride.  

The event marked the culmination 
of a remarkable journey for the Lady 
Pats, who captured the school’s first-
ever national championship in May 
under the guidance of Head Coach 
Roger Campbell. Surrounded by 
family, friends, alumni, and commu-
nity supporters, the team was recog-
nized for their hard work, resilience, 
and dedication.  

“This was a night to honor the 
players and staff who made history, 
but it was also a night to reflect on 
what makes the Lady Pats so spe-
cial—our sense of family and faith,” 
said Coach Campbell. “We’re grate-
ful to everyone who supported us 
throughout this journey, and this 
ceremony was a chance to share this 
achievement with all of you.”  

In addition to the ring presenta-
tion, the event featured a catered 
dinner, heartfelt speeches, and ap-
parel sales to raise funds for P&HCC 

Softball. Highlights of the evening 
included reflections from Coach 
Campbell and the student athletes, 
who spoke about the challenges and 
triumphs that defined their champi-
onship season.  

Assistant Vice-President for Stu-
dent Engagement and Athletic Di-
rector Brian Henderson praised the 
team’s accomplishments, saying, 
“This championship represents so 
much more than a trophy. It’s a tes-
tament to the hard work, passion, 
and unity of this program. The Lady 
Pats didn’t just win on the field—
more importantly they won off of it.”  

Fundraising proceeds from the 
event will help provide vital resourc-
es for student-athletes, ensuring the 
continued growth and success of the 
college’s athletic programs.  

The Lady Pats’ championship run 
has left a lasting legacy at P&HCC, 
solidifying their place in the college’s 
history. The ring ceremony served as 
a tribute to their remarkable season 
and a reminder of the power of perse-
verance, teamwork, and community 
support.  

For more updates on P&HCC Ath-
letics and upcoming events, visit 
www.phccsports.com or follow us on 
social media.  

Members of P&HCC’s Lady Pats softball team show off their national championship 
rings.
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• You’re more likely to have weirder, 
scarier and sexier dreams when sleep-
ing on your stomach.

• The cymothoa exigua, a parasite 
that severs the blood vessels of a fish’s 
tongue and becomes a new function-
al tongue, is the only known parasite 
capable of replacing an entire organ.

• Are you a java junkie? Scientists found 
specific genes that are more caffeine- 
loving than others, so addiction to it 
might be genetic. In other words, you 
can go ahead and blame your parents 
for your coffee obsession.

• “Family Feud” host Richard Daw-
son met his second wife, Gretchen 
Johnson, when she was a contestant on 
the show in 1981. And yes, he did kiss 
her.

• After four years of planning and 
two months of working nightly from  
10 p.m. to 5 a.m., a team of hackers at 
MIT turned their Earth and Planetary 
Sciences Department building into a 
giant, multicolored, playable Tetris 
game.

• It is considered unlucky to clean 
your house on the Chinese New Year. 
You risk sweeping away the good luck 
of the coming year.

• “Gigi” author Sidonie-Gabrielle 
Colette could only write after she had 
plucked fleas off her dog.

• If you pour cold water into a person’s 
ear, their eyes will move in the direction 
of the opposite ear. If you pour warm 
water into their ear, their eyes will move 
toward that ear. Used to test for brain 
damage, this process is called “caloric 
stimulation.”

• Some areas in Scotland and Japan 
switched to blue street lights at night 
and saw a decrease in crime and suicide 
rates. 

***
Thought for the Day: “I realized 

that if I wait until I am no longer afraid 
to act, write, speak, be, I’ll be sending 
messages on the Ouija board, cryptic 
complaints from the other side.” — 
Audre Lorde

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 

CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 708-7311 EXT. 

257   

STRANGE BUT TRUE #12345_20241216  

FOR RELEASE DEC. 16, 2024

By Lucie Winborne  

ADVERTISE!
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Piedmont Arts kicks off the holidays with community celebrations

Piedmont Arts kicked off the hol-
idays with three community events 
in December. 

Preschoolers from Happy Feet 
Early Learning and Child Center 
in Martinsville helped deck the 
museum’s halls on Dec. 3. With 
help from Mr. and Mrs. Claus — 
played by Gale Buck and his wife 
Christy — the students decorated 
the Christmas tree in the muse-
um’s lobby. The preschoolers also 
enjoyed cookies and hot chocolate 
with Santa.

The museum hosted 150 visitors 
for its annual tree lighting on Dec. 
5 in the Gravely-Lester Art Gar-
den. Buck, again dressed in full 
Santa regalia, entertained youth 
visitors with Christmas stories, 
choirs from First Baptist Church 
and Starling Avenue Baptist per-
formed carols and members of the 
Piedmont Arts Guild served guests 
cookies and hot chocolate. The Art 
Garden Christmas tree is an art 
piece in itself. Created by Ian Hogg 
using more than 3,000 lights, it will 
illuminate the Art Garden through 
New Year’s Day. This annual cele-
bration was made possible by spon-
sors Chip Wyatt of State Farm, 

Press Glass and Carter Bank. 
The Roanoke Symphony Orches-

tra and Chorus led by Music Direc-
tor and Conductor David Stewart 
Wiley returned for Piedmont Arts’ 
annual Holiday Pops Spectacu-
lar on Dec. 8 at Martinsville High 
School Auditorium. Guest soloist 
Michael Lynche performed with 
the Symphony. He is best known 
as a contestant on season nine of 
“American Idol,” where he won 
millions of fans with his powerful, 
soulful voice. More than 800 people 
filled the audience, setting a new 
attendance record. 

“The Holiday Pops is always a 
community favorite,” said Execu-
tive Director Heidi Pinkston. “This 
year, we saw more of the commu-
nity come out than ever before to 
celebrate the holidays with us. We 
are so grateful for everyone who 
attended and to Mr. Wiley, Mr. 
Lynche, the Symphony and Chorus 
for their incredible performance.”

The Holiday Pops Spectacular 
was made possible by sponsors 
Stifel and Stateline Aesthetics. The 
performance was partially support-
ed by funding from the Virginia 

Commission for the Arts and the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

Guests are invited to visit the 
Christmas trees in the Art Garden 
and museum lobby through New 
Year’s Day. Visitors can also enjoy 
the exhibits “The Art of the Quilt” 
and “Virginia Foothills Quilters 
Guild” on view through Jan. 11 in 
the Piedmont Arts galleries. These 
exhibits feature quilts and quilted 
accessories created by artists from 
across the Southeast. A tour of 
these colorful and innovative tex-
tiles is the perfect way to celebrate 
the holidays with friends and fam-
ily. Exhibit admission is always 

free.
Piedmont Arts is open to the pub-

lic from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday 
through Saturday. The Art Garden 
is open from dawn to dusk each 
day. The museum will be closed 
Dec. 24-25 and open from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Dec. 26-28. In celebration 
of the New Year, the museum will 
be closed Dec. 31-Jan. 1.

For more information on exhibits 
and events, visit PiedmontArts.org.

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Study entry requirements* To learn more, please contact: 
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To Advertise Contact:  
Wendi Craig - 276-340-2445 or Ali Wall - 276-732-6083

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

DUCKS HYDRAULICS

DON’T DROWN IN HYDRAULICS - CALL DUCKS 
DONALD ROGERS  (276) 692-8020

CAN REPAIR ANY SIZE 
CYLINDERS HYDRAULIC 
MOTORS AND PUMPS

REPAIRS • ANY SIZE CYLINDERS • DUMP TRUCK CYLINDERS • TELESCOPIC 
CYLINDERS • HYDRAULIC MOTORS • HYDRAULIC PUMPS 

• VALVES • PNEUMATIC TOOLS • HYDRAULIC JACKS • TRANSMISSION JACKS 
• HYDRAULIC PRESSES • HYDRAULIC PORTA PACKS 

SERVICES • SEALS CAN BE CUSTOM MEASURED • CLYLINDER HONING • 
WELDING • MACHINE SHOP SERVICES • CYLINDER TESTED BEFORE 

CUSTOMER PICK-UP

Happy Holidays from 
Pa�ick County Tourism

Heating | Cooling | Electrical
hydroairsystems.net

Mechanical | Electrical | Generators
276.694.7308 • Cell: 276.692.7151

Joey Errichetti,
Owner

WE ARE THE LARGEST PROVIDER OF INVISALIGN.  
WE GET IT RIGHT!

Please check with us if you are considering this, even if you 
require to receive treatment in another area we will refer you 
to a practice that will provide you with quality care. 

There is a wide array of clear aligner treatment available, 
including di�erent levels of treatment quality even from 
Invisalign. Some don’t work too well.  We have retreated 
many hundreds of failures. We wish we had seen them �rst.

We see multiple clear aligner patients every hour and 
have a great momentum of experience.  Call Today!

We Wish You & Your Family, Safe & Happy Holiday!!

MARTINSVILLE LOCATION
25 CLEVELAND AVE., SUITE E, MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 638-8888  •  DAVIDJONESORTHODONTICS.COM

Collinsville Farm Market 
3585 Virginia Avenue  | Collinsville, VA

276-647-1166 

Custom Made Gift Baskets
Fresh Apples & Citrus

Christmas Treats
Jams, Jellies & Nuts

 Fresh Cut!

2890 Fork Mountain Road  |  Bassett VA 24112  |  danielsautoglass.com   

When Only the Best Will Do!

Contact Our Team to Schedule an Appointment Today!
Auto Glass (540) 489-4013  |  Tint (540) 493-9790

Nearly 20 attend December session of Citizens Academy  

Several people attended the lat-
est session of the Citizens Acad-
emy, held on December 11 at the 
Piedmont Regional Criminal Jus-
tice Training Academy in Mar-
tinsville.

“I am particularly grateful to 

Martinsville City Police Chief Rob 
Fincher and Henry County Sher-
iff Wayne Davis for their willing-
ness to engage with attendees 
and share their expertise,” Mar-
tinsville Mayor LC Jones wrote 
in a social media post. “Addition-

ally, I would like to acknowledge 
our gracious host, the academy 
staff, the public safety staff, and 
Director Benjamin Rea for their 
steadfast support throughout the 
event.”

Sponsors of the most recent 

session include Brenda Stovall; 
Anthea Barbour; Latoya Preston, 
director of Empowering Voices; 
Councilman-Elect Rayshaun 
Gravely, and Carter Bank. 

The next session will be held in 
March.

Those who successfully complete the Citizens Academy receive a certificate.

Ben Rea (left, at podium), Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis (center) and Martinsville 
Police Chief Rob Fincher. Attendees learn about fires and fire protection.


