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Renovations to improve
accessibility underway
the county

in

By Jessica Dillon
The Henry Coun-
ty Administration
Building is undergo-
ing another round of
renovations, this time
focusing on upgrad-
ing public restrooms
to comply with Ameri-
cans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) standards.
The improvements are
part of a broader ef-
fort to modernize the
aging facility, which
was originally built in
1974 and has seen lim-
ited updates outside of

technology upgrades.
The current proj-
ect, which resulted in
the February 6 School
Board meeting being
held at Bassett High
School, is the first in
a series of restroom
renovations aimed at
improving accessibil-
ity for individuals with

RESTROOM
TEMPORARILY
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RENOVATION
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The entrance hallway to the Summerlin Room is closed due
to ongoing bathroom renovations.

mobility impairments.
Public Information
Officer Brandon Mar-

tin said that the first
phase of the project in-

(See Renovations p. 2)

Martinsville City Council
approves members for
Charter Review Committee

By Maddy Oliver

The Martinsville
City Council has ap-
proved five residents
to serve on a newly
formed city charter
review committee, a
step toward evaluating
and updating the city’s
governing document
for the first time in de-
cades.

During its Feb. 18
meeting, the council
approved Barbara Sey-

mour, Gene Teague,
Andy Hall, Jennifer
Bowles, and Kimble

Reynolds as committee
members. Each council
member was responsi-
ble for nominating one
individual, though it
was not publicly stat-
ed who selected each
nominee.

The names were
read by Deputy City

Clerk Peyton Nibblett.
According to City Man-
ager Aretha Ferrell-
Benavides, this was
solely the approval of
the names provided by
council members and
not the official reso-
lution to approve the
committee itself.
“What we will do is
bring back the resolu-
tion that will define
the roles and responsi-
bilities. It’s almost done,
but we will bring that
back on next Tuesday
with the names appoint-

ed,” Ferrell-Benavides
said.
Vice Mayor Kathy

Lawson made a mo-
tion to approve the list
of names, seconded by
Rayshaun Gravely, and
the matter was open
for discussion. Council
member Aaron Rawls

asked, “When we ap-
prove this, are we also
approving every mem-
ber?” Ferrell-Benavides
said that the council
could approve the candi-
dates as a group or indi-
vidually. Rawls said, “Tll
have to go individually
on that one.”

Seymour, Teague,
Hall, and Reynolds all
received a 5-0 approval.
Bowles was approved in
a 3-2 vote, with Rawls
and Julian Mei dissent-
ing.

Mayor LC Jones clari-
fied the purpose of the
committee and noted it
has nothing to do with
reversion as some have
speculated.

“T've been hearing a
lot of talk about that the
creation of this commit-
tee is to spark up the re-

(See Charter p. 3)

NC man charged
in 2023 shooting

By Jessica Dillon

Authorities have ar-
rested a Greensboro
man in connection
with the July 9, 2023,
death of Nyjeon Dame-
ae Brandon, a 20-year-
old from Martinsville
who was fatally shot
while driving on Com-
monwealth Boulevard.

Jahil Arman Mar-
tin, 23, of Greensboro,
N.C., has been charged
with first-degree mur-
der in connection with
Brandon’s death. Mar-
tinsville Police Chief
Robert Fincher an-
nounced the arrest
during a Feb. 18 press
briefing.

Martin, Fincher said,
has ties to this area,
family members in the
area, and “was origi-
nally from here.” He
added that Brandon
and the alleged shooter
knew each other “very
well.”

Brandon was taken
to the local emergen-

¢y room, “suffering
from several gunshot
wounds,” Fincher said,
adding the case, “great-
ly impacted our commu-

nity.”
City investigators
who had met with Bran-

don’s family, refused to
stop seeking a resolu-
tion in the case, Finch-
er said, and described
their efforts as a “long
two-year investigation.
The investigation has
been long, and it has
not ceased. The key
thing that really drives
our officers” were inves-
tigators’ meetings with
the family members.
Fincher compli-
mented the investiga-
tive efforts put forth by
his department. “Our
criminal investigative
unit is headed by Lt.
Richard Barrow and
Sgt. Harley Durham,
but also the key case
agent in this has been
Sgt. Jason Vaughn, who
has not given up and

T O R T T il
Martinsville  Police  Chief
Robert Fincher provides
an update on the homicide
investigation of  Nyjeon
Dameae Brandon.

worked continuously on
this case to bring about
this result,” he said.

He also credited the
collaboration of mul-
tiple law enforcement
agencies, including
the Greensboro Police
Department’s  Violent
Crimes Apprehension
Team, the North Caro-
lina Bureau of Investi-
gation, and Virginia’s
Division of Forensic
Science, for their role
in the arrest. Martins-

(See Homicide p. 2)
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Planning Commission members Jonathan Martin, Riggs Roberson, Joseph Martin, and
Nelson Evans attend a joint city council meeting to discuss the new refuse ordinance.

Proposed Refuse Ordinance
discussed at joint meeting

By Jessica Dillon
The Martinsville

enforcement measures.

The ordinance, which was intro-
duced in a public hearing after its

City
and Planning Commission held a
joint meeting to discuss proposed
changes to the city’s refuse ordi-
nance, including community dump-
ster placement, service costs, and

first reading, received significant

Council

public feedback regarding its im-
pact on businesses, accessibility for
residents with disabilities, and con-
cerns about sanitation and enforce-
ment. Officials are now refining the
proposal to address those concerns

before finalizing the plan.

Director of Public Works Greg
(See Refuse Ordinance p. 2)

Protesters Rally Against Trum

By dJessica Dillon

Protesters gathered
outside the city mu-
nicipal building on
Feb. 17 to voice opposi-
tion to policies enacted
by President Donald
Trump, part of a “We
The People” initiative
across the U.S. Local-
ly, the demonstration
focused on concerns
over education fund-
ing cuts, mass depor-
tations, and threats to
the balance of power in

government.

Among the dem-
onstrators were lo-
cal educators and

District 48 House of
Delegates  candidate

Melody  Cartwright,
a democrat, who held
signs addressing their
concerns.

Greg Hackenberg, a
STEM teacher at Mar-
tinsville Middle School
and an organizer of
the protest, criticized
Trump’s policies on ed-
ucation, the prison sys-
tem, and judicial au-
thority. He expressed
concern about the ero-
sion of separation of
powers, warning that
the country appeared
to be moving toward
authoritarianism.

Cartwright empha-
sized the impact of
potential funding cuts
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A group of protestors gathered on Presidents Day to push back against President Donald
Trump’s policies.

on low-income com-
munities, noting that
more than 25 percent
of residents in the area

live in poverty. She
called Trump’s actions
and
urged local representa-

unconstitutional

tives to challenge his

policies in court.

“It’s just overwhelm-
(See Protesters p. 2)

p Policies at City Municipal Building
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Protesters

(cont. from page 1)

ing how many things we are deeply
concerned about, especially for this
area where we are over 25 percent
living in poverty. For them to take
away anything from us is devastat-
ing, especially for our children. I
think we need to just keep standing
up,” said Cartwright. She called
Trump’s action “unconstitutional”.
“We need our representatives to
back us and keep on sending him
to court.”

Callie Hietala, communications
and public outreach coordina-
tor for Martinsville City Schools,
echoed those concerns. She said
that Trump’s administration had
undermined trust in democracy,
including science, facts, and the
electoral system. Hietala warned
that dismantling federal educa-
tion programs could have serious
consequences for students in Title

Refuse Ordinance

(cont. from page 1)

Maggard provided an overview of
the ordinance, including updates
to legal penalties, which have been
downgraded to a Class 3 misde-
meanor. He emphasized that the
ordinance is about more than just
uptown dumpsters. “It’s more than
just the uptown piece, it’s more
that will affect the city residents
as a whole.”

Maggard presented cost esti-
mates for the program, noting
that the current weekly expense
is $5,000, with a shortfall of ap-
proximately $2,000. He also said
that under the proposed plan, no
resident or business would need to
walk more than half a city block to
reach their assigned dumpster.

Council Member Aaron Rawls
noted the ordinance would affect
fewer than 100 businesses with-
in the five-day collection radius.
Many businesses share waste col-
lection accounts due to being locat-
ed in multi-unit buildings.

“You may have 20 businesses in
there, but they don’t have 20 dif-
ferent accounts,” Rawls explained,
with Maggard estimating there
are approximately 78 individual
accounts in the uptown area.

Commission Chairman Joseph
Martin echoed concerns raised by
residents during the public hear-

Renovations

I schools, which serve a high per-
centage of low-income families.

Concerned that Trump is “dis-
mantling” democracy with his
actions, Hietala called on “our of-
ficials (to) protect us a little bit
more. Dismantling the federal
branch of education can have sig-
nificant impacts to our kids in our
community,” she said.

Liz Lynch, a STEM teacher at
Patrick Henry Elementary School,
highlighted the importance of ro-
botics education and workforce
preparation. She worried that
eliminating funding for STEM
programs could hinder students’
future job prospects.

Lynch helps to teach children
about robotics, an industry that
has a growing need in the work-
force. “We push our kids to be the
best in robotics.”

If the Department of Education
is dismantled it will affect stu-
dents with special needs, STEM
education, and all types of “crucial
funding for students,” Hacken-
berg said, adding that deportation
threats have affected his students
and raised concerns about the im-
pact of immigration policies on lo-
cal students.

He recalled incidents during
Trump’s first term when some of
his students left the country out
of fear. One parent reportedly de-
clined to travel for an academic
competition near Washington,
D.C., due to concerns about U.S.
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE).

Hackenberg described recent de-
portation policies as “indiscrimi-
nate arrests” and pointed to legal
protections, such as the Family

Educational Rights and Priva-
cy Act (FERPA), which prevent
schools from disclosing students’
immigration status. He stressed
that all children have a right to an
education without fear.

Cartwright encouraged resi-
dents to stay engaged, emphasiz-
ing the importance of state repre-
sentation in shaping policies. She
criticized Republican Del. Phillip
Phillips, stating that his effective-
ness as a lawmaker had been lim-
ited. If power over education and
immigration policy shifts back
to the states, she argued, having
strong advocates in state govern-
ment will be crucial.

Protesters said they hope their
demonstration will inspire more
people to speak out on issues af-
fecting education, immigration,
and government accountability.

ing, including issues related to
disability access, pest attraction,
overflow, and fairness.

Martin suggested a hybrid ap-
proach that would reduce trash
pickup from five to three days a
week while maintaining strategi-
cally placed dumpsters in the up-
town area. He also recommended
a six-month trial period to assess
the effectiveness of the program
and allow for adjustments.

Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson asked
for clarification. “Is it your recom-
mendation that we do have dump-
sters for people who want to use
them?” Martin responded that
some businesses have expressed
support for the dumpster program.

Lawson emphasized the city’s
role in supporting businesses.

Rawls raised concerns about the
city’s ongoing litter issues, pre-
senting a photo showing cardboard
and trash scattered across uptown
streets.

“The current trash issue is not
a flattering look,” he said, adding
that dumpsters would help contain
waste and prevent it from being
blown around.

Martin acknowledged the con-
cern but noted that windy days
would still result in litter escap-
ing from dumpsters and recycling

bins.

The discussion also covered chal-
lenges in waste collection staffing,
with officials noting that it is be-
coming increasingly difficult to
find workers willing to ride on the
back of garbage trucks.

Commission member Jonathan
Martin suggested that the city
should focus on accommodating
businesses and residents to ensure
compliance. Nelson Evans, an-
other commission member, raised
concerns about the impact of the
plan on residents with disabili-
ties who may struggle to transport
their trash to designated areas.

“I put my trash cans on the side-
walk in front of my house, I can see
that being an issue,” Evans said.

Riggs Roberson, vice chairman
of the commission, supported a hy-
brid approach, stating, “I'm never
in favor of fewer options.”

Roberson also raised issues with
residential waste pickup, citing his
own experience with overflowing
trash cans and having to use ad-
ditional contractor bags.

Maggard acknowledged the
problem and expressed openness
to finding solutions. “You are not
alone, there are others that pro-
duce a lot.”

Lawson added that overflowing

trash is only an issue if left uncol-
lected for several days.

The council and commission also
discussed strategies for reducing
littering across the city. City Man-
ager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides
suggested implementing a trial
period with strategically placed
dumpsters and exploring options
such as validated valet trash ser-
vices for residents who do not use
city waste collection services.

Littering remains a persistent
issue in several areas of the city,
including Oakdale Street. Rawls
voiced frustration over the lack of
enforcement. “I think that the only
thing that’s unacceptable for me is
that you can keep on littering and
trashing our community.”

Mayor LC Jones reminded resi-
dents that they have the right to
file a criminal complaint against
littering offenders. However, Raw-
Is said many police officers hesi-
tate to issue citations and called
for stronger enforcement of litter
laws.

The refuse ordinance remains
under review, with city officials
working to refine the proposal
based on community feedback. A
trial period and further adjust-
ments may be implemented before
a final decision is made.

(cont. from page 1)

volves renovating restrooms near the Summerlin
Room, where many county board meetings are
held. These restrooms were identified as a prior-
ity due to their frequent public use.

The narrow layout of the existing bathrooms
made wheelchair access difficult, requiring a com-
plete redesign to ensure compliance with ADA
regulations.

Daniel Builders of Danville is handling the ren-
ovations, which are expected to take a few months
to complete at a cost of $198,500.

“It is moving pretty quickly, I think that they
plan to have it done here in the next couple of
months,” Martin said.

Once work on the first-floor restrooms is com-
plete, the county will begin renovations on the
second floor, and continue upgrading additional
bathrooms throughout the building.

Despite the temporary closure of restrooms
near the Summerlin Room, Martin said that most
meetings will continue to be held in the Adminis-
tration Building throughout the renovation pro-

cess.

“They will do them (renovations) in a rotating
fashion. So, there will be some that are operation-
al at least through the entire project period,” he
said, noting that officials aim to minimize disrup-
tions.

The restroom renovations are part of a broader
series of updates aimed at modernizing the Ad-
ministration Building. One of the most noticeable
changes was the removal of the counter at the
building’s entrance, which was once used to greet
visitors and direct them to different departments.
The area has now been converted into a lounge
space with reading materials.

In addition to accessibility improvements,
the county is also replacing outdated lighting
throughout the building with energy-efficient
LED alternatives to help reduce electricity costs.

Martin acknowledged that maintaining the
county’s administrative headquarters while ad-
dressing countywide needs is a balancing act, but
assured residents that the county is committed to

steady progress.

“It's a huge undertaking,” Martin said. “We
have to balance what’s going on here at the ad-
ministration building with the needs of the entire
county.”

He added that officials will continue to “plug
away”’ at the updates to ensure the best possible
service for citizens.

Homicide

(cont. from page 1)

Jahil Arman Martin was charged with
first-degree murder in connection with
the 2023 shooting death of Nyjeon
Brandon.

ville investigators were on-site
in Greensboro when Martin was
taken into custody.

“Unfortunately, this hasn’t
been an easy case. It’s been very
complex. We're not finished with
it and will continue up through
the trial,” Fincher said. “We
have been in touch with family
members, particularly the moth-
er of the victim, to let them know
what has developed and what
has taken place.”

The complexity of the case
contributed to the length of the

investigation. Fincher said and
explained that key pieces of evi-
dence needed forensic analysis
before authorities could move
forward with an arrest.

The shooting, which Fincher
described as a “more of a drive-
beside” attack, took place “be-
tween two cars as they were
traveling up the road.”

A second person also was in-
jured during the incident, which
was captured by traffic cameras.
A video of the incident will be re-
leased at the trial, Fincher said
and alleged other individuals
present at the scene were un-
cooperative with the police, fur-
ther delaying the case.

“That’s been one of the chal-
lenges, but it’s not one that we
haven’t been able to overcome,”
Fincher said.

He also alleged there were ef-
forts to conceal evidence, though
the motivation remains unclear.
The attack occurred at 2:25 a.m.
and was captured on traffic cam-
era footage.

Authorities believe multiple
individuals were involved in the
case, and additional arrests are
expected.

The chief alleged “some of the
persons that were with the vic-
tim at the time it occurred, were
involved in criminal activity as
well.”

Fincher characterized the
homicide as an “outright ex-
ecution.” He alleged that it was
premeditated and that Brandon
was the intended target. He em-
phasized that his department
remains committed to seeking
justice for the victim’s family.

“Our heart goes out to (Bran-
don’s mother) and all of the fam-
ily members,” Fincher said, not-
ing that the arrest is “a relief,
but we also know that we have
more work to do.” He empha-
sized that Tuesday’s arrest “is
likely not going to be the only
arrest in this case. How quickly
that occurs depends on the evi-
dence that comes forth.”

Anyone with information
about the case is encouraged
to contact Barrow at (276) 403-
5458 or Martinsville-Henry
County Crime Stoppers at (276)
632-7463. Crime Stoppers al-
lows anonymous tips and offers
rewards of up to $2,500 for infor-
mation leading to an arrest.

Black History
Month Observance
to be held at BHS

BASSETT HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

Open to the Public
FEBURARY 27, 2025 7:00 PM
TICKETS $5
WWW.OUR.SHOW,/HEARBHS

The first ever Black History Month Observance
will be held at Bassett High School at 7 p.m., on
Thursday, February 27.

Garrett Dillard will serve as the guest speaker,
and Ben Gravely is one of the readers. Dillard
serves on the Henry County Board of Supervisors;
Gravely is a member of the Henry County School
Board.

The choir will perform works by Moses Hogan.

The writings of WEB DuBois, Harry T. Burleigh
and others will be featured.

Tickets are $5, and available at www.ourshow/
hearbhs.

For more information, email Larry.hylton@Hen-
ry.k12.va.us or call (276) 629-1731.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Event information/calendar items must be
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)

Meetings

Monday, February 24

PSA Board of Directors Regular Meeting, 6
p.m., Henry County Administration Building
4th Floor Conference Room, 3300 Kings Moun-
tain Road, Martinsville.

Tuesday, February 25

Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting, 3 and
6 p.m., Henry County Admin Building Summer-
lin Room,

3300 Kings Mountain Road, Martinsville.

Henry County School Board will hold a Bud-
get Work Session with the Board of Supervisors,
5 p.m., followed by Closed Session, 3rd floor
Henry County Administration Building.

Monday, March 3

Vendor meeting for the 2025 season of Mon-
day Market at Fairy Stone on Monday, 1 p.m.,
at Fayerdale Hall in Fairy Stone State Park. All
interested vendors are invited to attend.

Economic Development Authority Meeting, 4
p.m., Gardner Board Room, New College Insti-
tute,

Floor 3, 191 Fayette St, Martinsville.

Events

Tuesday, February 25

MHC Lancers (Longwood University) Alum-
ni will celebrate Love Your Longwood Day,
5-7 p.m. at Ground Floor in Martinsville. All
Alumni are welcome. Email Melody Margrave
@ mmargrave@yahoo.com for more information.

Wednesday, February 26

Culture and Soul Expo: African Americans
and Labor, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., TAD Space, 20 East
Church St

Martinsville.

Nuisance Ordinance Lunch & Learn, 12 p.m.,
New College Institute, 191 Fayette St, Martins-
ville.

Saturday, March 1

Wild Game Supper, 5 p.m., Stone Memorial
Christian Church, variety of food options avail-
able, including chicken and vegetables. Dona-
tions appreciated; earmarked for hurricane vic-

tims in N.C. and Tenn.

Storytime at Spencer-Penn, 10 a.m., program
includes special readers, crafts, and other fun
activities. Registration is not needed.

Tuesday, March 4

Fast Track Trade Show V.I.P. Business Night,
4-8 p.m., Clock Tower at Commonwealth Cen-
tre, 300 Franklin St., Martinsville.

Wednesday, March 5

Fast Track Trade Show, 4-7 p.m., open to the
public, Clock Tower at Commonwealth Centre,
300 Franklin St., Martinsville.

Friday, March 7
Under The Big Top, 7 p.m., Piedmont Arts,
215 Starling Ave, Martinsville.

Tuesday, March 11

On Tuesday, March 11, at 10:30am, Debbie
Youngman will present a program about her
new book, “The True Story of The Christian Cat
and the Distillery Dog”, a story about a unique
friendship between a very unlikely pair. This
program which is free and open to the public
will be held in the Susan L. Adkins Memorial
Meeting Room. Books will be available for pur-
chase from the author for $15.00.

ONGOING

Through April 7

Strickland Brothers 10 Minute Oil Change
(formerly known as Kwik Lube) locations at 700
Liberty St., Martinsville, and 6518 Greensboro
Road, Ridgeway, are accepting monetary dona-
tions to support local school teachers in need
of supplies, technology, snacks, etc. The goal is
to raise $50,000 that will be evenly distributed
between school divisions in Henry County and
Martinsville.

A series of four classes on genealogical re-
search will be held from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the
Bassett Historical Center on each Tuesday in
February (4, 11, 18, 25). There is no charge for
the classes, but a reservation is needed. When
you sign up for the first class, you will automati-
cally be signed up for the other three classes.
The classes are limited to 12. Call the center
now (276) 629-9191 to reserve a spot.

Uptown Pub Run, Mondays at 6.p.m., meets
at Renewal Brewing 32 Franklin St, Martins-

ville.

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club

regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific
Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd,
Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club, 277 Philpott Dam
Road, Bassett, hosts breakfast on the 2nd Sat-
urday of each month, $9 for adults, and $4 for
children under 12. All you can eat, sausage,
fried bologna, eggs, cooked apples, sausage
gravy, biscuits, made-to-order pancakes, coffee,
and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month
at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge Re-
gional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 403-
5430 to register.

Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music &
More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play Rook,
work puzzles, make a craft and listen to a mix-
ture of bluegrass, country & gospel music by
different bands each week. If you want, bring a
snack to share. This event is free to the public.
Any donations received will go to the Bassett
Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with
your library card. The passes are good for one
day and exclude special events. There is a wait
period before you can check out the pass again.
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us.

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New
members are welcome. For more information,
please call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

Neighbors in the Know. Join staff and vol-
unteers in the Hylton Library at the Spencer
Penn Centre for activities and socializing on the
first and third Monday of each month. A differ-
ent presentation and activity weekly, followed
by a way to get you moving. The program is an
hour long and activities for children will be pro-
vided. Every third Monday, 10-11 a.m., a music
program will be provided. This free program is
perfect for all ages. Registration is not required.

Charter

(cont. from page 1)

Members of Martinsville City Council at the February 18 meeting. The next city council
meeting is scheduled for Feb. 25, when members will vote on the formal resolution

establishing the Charter Review Committee and hear updates on other city matters.

Martinsville Police Deputy Chief Chad Rhoads Peyton
discussed the coyote problem in the city.

Nibblett provided information
about the Rules of Council, adopted by the
city council.

version conversation, and just kill-
ing that conversation all together.
The reason we're doing this commit-
tee is because we haven’t had any
major changes to our charter since
probably the 50s... We're just look-
ing at an overhaul and giving citi-
zens the opportunity to kind of look
at this thing, and I think we put to-
gether a good group,” Jones said.

Ferrell-Benavides added more
information about the committee’s
task. “We’ll be working not just to
go through and look at the entire
charter, but also working with the
subcomponents of it because it’s not
just a city function, there are consti-
tution officers, and we’ll be working
with them. We do have at least one
representative of our constitutional
group on that,” Ferrell-Benavides
said.

She added that the City of Dan-
ville recently used a similar process
and revamped their city charter.
“This is a great opportunity. The
City of Danville just completed a
similar exercise and did a full re-
vamp of their entire charter. We've
gone with small changes, but we
feel this is a very big lift,” Ferrell-
Benavides said.

A full description of the commit-
tee’s duties will be presented along-
side the formal resolution at the
Feb. 25 meeting.

In other matters, the council:

*Heard a presentation and con-
sidered a request from Brad Kinke-
ma, CEO of the Martinsville YMCA.
He requested $500,000 from the
city to support the development of a
splash pad at the upcoming Lester
Family Martinsville-Henry County
YMCA facility. The planned facil-

ity will feature indoor and outdoor
recreational spaces, rental areas for
events, and an early learning cen-
ter.

Kinkema emphasized the splash
pad as a key feature of the project
and noted that it aligns with recom-
mendations from the city’s Parks
and Recreation Study.

“One of the key features is the
splash pad. We're very excited
about that, I know the city’s excited
about that because that was one of
the things that was in your Parks
Study. It was the number one thing,
I believe,” Kinkema said.

He also requested $500,000 from
Henry County for the project, call-
ing it a cost-effective investment
compared to building a separate
facility, which could cost up to $2
million.

“I think it’s a great joint ven-
ture for the municipalities and the
YMCA,” Kinkema said.

* Adopted Rules of Council as pre-
sented by Nibblett. Ferrell-Bena-
vides stated that the city did not
previously have governance docu-
ments or rules of the council. “We
were provided with examples from
other communities throughout Vir-
ginia and as we started this process,
we discovered that we really needed
to look at the legislative pieces of it
and make sure that they were con-
sistent,” she said.

Most city organizations adopt
their rules on an annual basis, and
the documents have the flexibility
to be changed and adapted as laws
and standards change.

Nibblett stated that the inten-
tion of the documents is just to act
as a guideline. “These are supposed

to set operation rules and establish
policies for the council. They're re-
ally meant to be kind of a guide-
book or reference point, especially
for new oncoming council,” Nibblett
said.

The document will be made avail-
able on the city website.

* Heard concerns about the ongo-
ing coyote problem in the city. Dean
Johnston, a city resident, represent-
ed a group of multiple concerned cit-
izens who had been experiencing an
issue with large numbers of coyotes
encroaching further into the city
and onto their properties.

Johnston played a video he re-
ceived from a Mulberry resident’s
house of a large pack of coyotes
barking and howling.

Johnston read an excerpt from
the Virginia Department of Wild-
life and Resource (DWR) webpage,
which lists coyotes as a nuisance
animal. “It is important not to en-
courage or even tolerate coyotes
around your residence. The longer
they are allowed to remain, the
bolder and more aggressive they
are likely to become to humans and
pets,” he read.

Johnston noted that coyotes pose
a threat to small pets and children,
but there are few options available
to city residents.

“I've lived here in Martinsville for
a long time. I have a granddaughter
that’s three and a granddaughter
that’s one and a half,” he said. “A lot
of people here have small dogs that
they like to go on a walk with. It’s
a predatory animal, it kills for its
food, and it does not need to be in-
side the city where we have limited
ability to remove those animals,” he
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Brad Kinkema, CEO of the Martinsville
YMCA, requested the city to contribute
$500,000 towards a splash pad at the
Lester Family YMCA.

said.

Johnston asked that the city work
with state wildlife officials and al-
low residents to work with law en-
forcement to remove the coyotes.

Martinsville Police Deputy Chief
Chad Rhoads confirmed that dis-
cussions were underway with state
agencies and city officials. He stated
that a removal plan was being final-
ized and could be implemented as
early as next week.

Residents could see a difference
“as early as next week,” Rhoads
said, though details were not pub-
licly disclosed.

Council member Julian Mei sug-
gested blasting and grading work
on a road construction project in
Patrick County as a potential rea-
son for the influx of coyotes into the
city. Mei suggested air horns and
spiked collars/harnesses for dogs as
a possible short-term deterrent.

*Tabled discussion of the refuse
ordinance until the second council
meeting in May.

*Approved minutes from the Jan.
28 meeting.



PAGE 4 « SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2025 « HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE

The Myth of the Paperless

OPINION

Men in Women’s Sports and
Other Executive Orders

The fast-paced
work of President
Trump is headlined
by a series of his Ex-
ecutive Orders.

One of his Or-
ders coincided with
National Girls and
Women in Sports
Day, an annual ob-
servance dedicated
to celebrating the ac-
complishments of fe-
male athletes.

President Trump
hosted an event at
the White House to
mark the occasion.

Keeping Men Out
of Women’s Sports
was issued by Presi-
dent Trump to pro-
tect opportunities for
women and girls to
compete in safe and
fair sports.

To the dismay of
many Americans,
biological males
have been permitted
to play in women’s
sports at various lev-
els.

In Southwest Vir-
ginia, Roanoke Col-
lege was considering
welcoming a biologi-
cal male to the wom-
en’s swim team.

This news prompt-
ed members of the
women’s swim team
to speak out and ob-
ject to the move.

Another female
swimmer who has
been an outspoken
activist on this issue
is former University
of Kentucky athlete
Riley Gaines.

Gaines had to
compete in free-
style events at the
2022 NCAA swim-
ming championships
against a biological
male.

Riley Gaines spoke
at a recent event I at-
tended. She said she
felt totally violated
as a female athlete
when she had to
change in the locker
room with an ana-
tomical male.

Further, when she
got up on the blocks
in the same heat with
the male, she could
see the large bulge
in his groin area. She
said when she looked
at his feet on the
block, they were at
least size 13.

In that race,
Gaines and the male
swimmer tied for 5th
place. However, the

Mo

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

NCAA officials gave
the only 5th place
trophy they had to
the male.

They told Gaines
her trophy “will be
coming in the mail.”

She was not even
allowed to pose on
the podium with the
5th place trophy.

In my opinion and
that of most Ameri-
cans, female athletes
in this swimming
meet were denied an
opportunity to have a
fair competition.

In other spaces,
female athletes are
getting physically in-
jured. In North Caro-
lina, a high school
volleyball player sus-
tained a concussion,
head and neck inju-
ries as a result of a
biological male spik-
ing a ball into her.

Despite years of
progress in advanc-
ing women’s athletics
and equality in sport,
through acts like
Title IX, too many
institutions have al-
lowed fair competi-
tion to falter.

This erosion of
progress means bio-
logical women are
left with fewer oppor-
tunities for achieve-
ment. Their potential
is discarded on the
side of the road like a
half-eaten apple core.

To put a stop to
this unfairness, this
January I was proud
to vote in support
of the Protection of
Women and Girls in

Sports Act.
This commonsense
legislation  prohib-

its federally funded
education programs
or activities to allow
a biological male at
birth to participate in
programs meant for
biological females.
While it awaits con-
sideration in the U.S.
Senate, I appreciate
President Trump for
issuing this directive
to keep men out of
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women’s sports.

Some groups have
decried the directive
and threatened not
to comply.

In Virginia, the
Virginia High School
League (VHSL) is the
governing organiza-
tion that regulates
athletic competitions
among public high
schools.

VHSL,
bucked Governor
Youngkin’s 2023
“model policies” to
prohibit biological
males competing in
girls sports, initially
claimed to not know
about any Trump
Executive Order and
vowed to continue
following the current
VHSL policy of al-
lowing transgender
student-athletes to
participate in girls
sports.

Just a few days
later, VHSL reversed
course. They will
now comply with the
Trump Executive Or-
der.

The NCAA also
changed its policies
to reflect this order.
Under these new
guidelines, female
student-athletes will
no longer have to go
through what Gaines
did.

This success fol-
lows a string of
wins stemming from
Trump Executive Or-
ders.

As discussed in a
previous newsletter,
a slew of border se-
curity and immigra-
tion-related Orders
direct enhanced re-
sources to our south-
ern border and crack
down on illegal immi-
gration, human traf-
ficking, etc., which
resulted from Biden’s
open borders.

Trump also signed
a series of military
Executive Orders
that terminate woke
policies and reinstate
service members dis-
charged from the mil-
itary for refusing the
COVID-19 vaccine.

Such respect for our
soldiers and our de-
fense is fueling a rise
in interest among
Americans to join the
U.S. military.

Just as Trump pre-
pared to return to
the White House, the
U.S. Army reported

which

its most  produc-
tive December in 15
years.

President Trump’s
leadership in just
a month has given
many prospective
student-athletes and
soldiers hope.

I will continue to
advocate for common
sense policies that
deliver unbiased, fair
environments to our
student-athletes and
our soldiers.

Call the Abingdon
office at (276) 525-
1405, the Christians-
burg office at (540)
381-5671, or email
by visiting www.mor-
gangriffith.house.
gov with questions or
comments.

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Office: Drowningin Digital
and Physical Clutter

By Holly Kozelsky

Do you remember
the grand promises
of a “paperless office,”
back a few decades,
when computers first
came onto the scene?

We were promised
that everything would

Holly
Kozelsky

be handled on comput-
ers, significantly re-
ducing the need for papers.

Alas, what we have found in-
stead is that computers generated
more and more and more paper-
work than we ever imagined pos-
sible.

Back in the days when each doc-
ument was prepared on its own, in-
dividually, filled out by hand (type-
writer) with copies made by carbon
paper or run through a copier, ev-
erything was done more deliber-
ately. Each paper had to matter.
It had to be worth it to generate,
because it took time to do it.

When computers came along, it
became possible to produce more
and more paperwork with just a
push of a button and very little de-
liberation involved.

I worked in real estate for about
10 years at the turn of the century
(what a weird thing to be able to
say, but it was from the 1990s to
the early 2000s). The explosion of
paperwork is nowhere more appar-
ent than in real estate closings. The
loan packages of the earlier clos-
ings I attended were just a handful
of papers. Then they became more
and more. Then the 40-page loan
package became the norm.

The day the loan packages in-
cluded a document that states
something along the lines of “This
is to certify that I have signed the
other papers” was the day I rolled
my eyes and threw my hands up.

Photographs were the same. De-
cades ago, picture-taking was so
rare that it was only done when
two factors hit at once: a momen-
tous occasion was happening, and
someone happened to have a cam-
era which happened to have film
with some shots still left on it.

Pictures were taken sparingly,

or (for the freewheelers) 36 shots
on the roll, you were done.

Then you’d mail it or take it to be
developed, and it was always excit-
ing to get it back.

The pictures would mostly be big
blurs, or an eclipse of a thumb, or
something wildly off center. If a
big blur had a head showing some-
where, even half off in a corner,
that picture was worth keeping.

Today’s kids have more pictures
of just one event than our genera-
tion had of our entire childhoods.

What this all does is create an
explosion of clutter that we are
drowning in. The so-called paper-
less office has stacks and stacks
and stacks of papers that have to
be filed or thrown away, and more
coming every minute. Our de-
vices are filled with photographs,
but how many were printed out
to hang on the wall or keep in a
wallet? How many survive after a
phone gets dropped in a toilet?

I myself generate tons and tons
and tons of documents and drafts
and designs on my computer, and
there are so many pictures on it
that I am expecting at any moment
for my computer to give up. Yet it
keeps going.

When I was a girl, my mother
said something yours probably did
too: “Clean up as you go along.”
One day as I was hunting through
stuff on the computer, those words
came back to me.

I've got to file and delete and
clean up documents and photos on
my computer as I go along.

Sometimes I remember, or I have
the time, to do it.

For the most part, I just shud-
der, try not to look, and make a
new folder on the computer to start

because once you used all 12 or 24

again.

Probation reform is moving
through the General Assembly

By Del. Wren Wil-
liams

Criminal justice re-
form has become a key
focus in Virginia, with
lawmakers embracing
policies that empha-
size rehabilitation, re-
duce recidivism, and
give individuals second
chances. These reforms
are essential to creat-
ing a more effective
and humane justice
system that helps in-

dividuals reintegrate
into society, fosters
personal  responsibil-
ity, and promotes pub-
lic safety.

Under Governor
Glenn Youngkin’s
leadership,  Virginia

has made significant
strides in advancing
criminal justice reform
through initiatives
such as the “Stand Tall,
Stay Strong, Succeed
Together” Reentry Ini-
tiative. This executive
order strengthens the
state’s commitment to
supporting successful
reentry for individuals
who have been involved
in the criminal justice
system. By prioritizing
collaboration between
state agencies, non-
profit  organizations,
and local communities,
the initiative provides

critical resources such
as education, job train-
ing, mental health ser-
vices, and stable hous-
ing to help individuals
transition successfully
back into society.
Virginia’s approach
aligns with successful
models seen in other
states, such as Florida,
which has implement-
ed policies allowing
individuals on super-
vision to earn credits
toward reducing their
terms by engaging in
rehabilitative actions.
This system, which re-
wards proactive efforts
like completing edu-
cational programs, job
training, and securing
stable housing, fosters
personal accountabil-
ity and helps individu-
als move beyond their
past mistakes. By of-
fering individuals the
tools to rebuild their
lives while maintain-
ing accountability, Vir-
ginia can create a simi-
lar path to success.
Moreover, Virginia
lawmakers are work-
ing to bring the state’s
probation system in
line with these pro-
gressive  approaches
through proposed leg-
islation such as House
Bill 2252 and Senate
Bill 936. I am proud to
be patroning the House
version of this bill.
These bills would al-
low individuals on pro-
bation to reduce their
terms based on their
participation in reha-
bilitation  programs,
much like the systems
implemented in Flor-
ida. This would not
only encourage self-

improvement but also
alleviate the burden on
probation officers and
reduce the state’s over-
all resources spent on
prolonged supervision.

The push for these
reforms 1in Virginia
reflects a Dbipartisan
consensus that the
status quo — focused
on punitive measures
— has not yielded posi-
tive results. By focus-
ing on rehabilitation,
Virginia is moving to-
ward a more effective
and efficient system
that benefits individu-
als, communities, and

taxpayers. Reducing
recidivism, offering
second chances, and

providing the neces-
sary resources for rein-
tegration help create a
safer and more produc-
tive society.

The ongoing efforts
in Virginia demon-
strate that criminal
justice reform 1is not
an either/or between
punishment and re-
habilitation. Instead,
Virginia  lawmakers
are proving that a bal-
anced, compassionate
approach can reduce
crime, save money,
and help individuals
rebuild their lives, ul-
timately benefiting the
entire state.

Williams represents
the 47th House Dis-
trict, which covers Car-
roll, Floyd and Patrick
counties, part of Henry
County and the City of
Galax. A Republican
from Stuart, Williams
also is the president of
Schneider & Williams,
P.C. in Stuart.
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Regarding mental health

By BEN R. WILLIAMS

According to the National
Health Interview Survey, 16.5
percent of Americans take some
sort of prescription medication for
their mental health. Even if you
don’t take a mental health medica-
tion, you're almost certainly close
to someone who does whether you
know it or not.

And if you don’t think you know
anyone who takes a prescription
for their mental health, you know
me.

When I was about 14 or 15, I
started developing terrible anxi-
ety. Over time, my anxiety began
to manifest in the form of obses-
sive compulsive disorder. Before I
could go to sleep each night, I had
a checklist of things I had to do —
often multiple times — to ease my
anxiety before I went to bed. Even-
tually, this checklist stretched to
an hour in length. Suffice it to say,
I was absolutely miserable.

On top of the anxiety, I began
experiencing good old-fashioned
depression. “Everyone feels sad
sometimes,” you might say. Oh,
but this wasn’t that. I would be
out and about, having a good time
with friends or family on a bright
clear day, not a care in the world,
when without warning, a black
wave of despair would crash over
me. There would be no warning, no
trigger. I would just suddenly feel
deeply, cataclysmically depressed
for no particular reason.

I wasn’t crazy about seeing a
doctor, but when I was 16, I fi-
nally agreed to it. The doctor rec-
ommended I try taking a selec-
tive serotonin reuptake inhibitor
(or SSRI). He said that my brain,
like the brains of many people,
had a chemical imbalance that
could be corrected by taking this
medication. I wasn’t thrilled with
the idea — I didn’t want to walk
around feeling drugged-up all the
time — but I was so miserable that
I agreed to try it for a couple of
months and see how I felt.

After a couple of weeks, I real-
ized that for the first time in years,
I felt NORMAL. I didn’t feel at all
like I was drugged — if anything,
I felt far more clear-headed. I no
longer felt the need to go through
a stupid checklist before I hit the
sack. T still felt anxiety and de-
pression, but I felt them when it
was appropriate to do so, when
something happened that would
make anyone feel anxious or de-
pressed. It was life-changing.

I've been taking an SSRI for 24
years now — specifically, I take
citalopram, which is the generic
form of Celexa. I wouldn’t recom-
mend it for everyone — I'm not a
doctor — but it’s worked wonders
for me. And I don’t feel any shame
in taking it, any more than some-
one with high blood pressure or
diabetes should feel ashamed for
taking a vasodilator or insulin.

Having said that, I never really
expected to broadcast to the world
that I take a brain pill, but it feels
important to do so. This is because
Robert F. Kennedy dJr. wants to
take prescription mental health
medication away from me and 55
million other American citizens.

RFK Jr., our newly-minted Sec-
retary of Health and Human Ser-
vices, has called upon the federal
government to combat the “grow-
ing health crisis” of chronic dis-
ease. He wants the government
to “assess the prevalence of and
threat posed by the prescription
of selective serotonin reuptake in-
hibitors, antipsychotics, and mood
stabilizers.” In the past, RFK Jr.
has claimed that people taking an-
tidepressants are more likely to be
school shooters (this is objectively
untrue based on actual data) and
has called people like me who take
SSRIs “addicts.”

By Ben R. Williams

How does RFK Jr. want to help
wean people off these drugs he be-
lieves are so dangerous? With la-
bor camps, of course! During a vid-
eotaped podcast last week, RFK
Jr. said, “I'm going to create these
wellness farms where they can go
off these illegal drugs, off of opi-
ates, but also illegal drugs, other
psychiatric drugs, if they want to,
get off SSRIs, to get off of benzos,
get off of Adderall, and to spend
time as much time as they need
— three or four years if they need
it — to learn to get reparented, to
reconnect with communities.”

You know, I'm going to give RFK
Jr. credit for one thing. I never
would have thought that conserva-
tives would rally behind a woo-woo
New Age moonbat former heroin
addict antivaxxer granola hippie,
but I guess if you put all that BS
in a tailored suit and give it a face
that looks like it caught fire at a
track meet and someone put it out
with a track shoe, it lends a ve-
neer of respectability to the mes-
sage. If he didn’t have a famous
last name, RFK Jr. would be the
aging stockboy at a natural foods
co-op who’s been relegated to third
shift because he won’t stop creep-
ing on the college girls and would
go home every morning to a run-
down RV that doesn’t have a work-
ing shower because he’d rather
spend the money on crystals that
make you virile.

If RFK Jr. succeeds in taking
aim at SSRIs, antipsychotics, and
mood stabilizers, I'll be in rough
shape (unless of course I can buy
my medication in bulk from an-
other country that still has a func-
tioning government). I'll be de-
pressed, anxious, and struggling.
And you know what? I'd be one of
the lucky ones. Even at my worst
point, I was still making straight
As in school, so I expect I could
hold down a job, I'd just be miser-
able while doing so.

But I personally know people
who wouldn’t be so lucky. I know
people who literally cannot func-
tion without their mental health
medication. If RFK Jr. is success-
ful in his deranged mission, people
are going to lose their jobs, people
are going to lose their relation-
ships, and yes, people are going to
die, most likely by their own hand.

The argument I've heard from
the right regarding RFK Jr.’s plan
is simple: he won’t be able to do
it. Either federal judges will step
in and slap his wrist or powerful
pharmaceutical companies will
flex their money and influence and
prevent the federal government
from taking people’s medications
away.

For what it’s worth, I think that
argument 1s likely correct. But if
the best defense against Trump’s
cronies is that an overstretched
judiciary or a corporate overlord
won’t allow them to do the things
they desperately want to do, it
begs the question: wouldn’t it have
been simpler to just appoint quali-
fied candidates who want to help
Americans instead of dangerous
crackpots who want to hurt us.
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King’s Grant Residents
Shine on the International
Stage at Opening Minds
through Art Show

Ten of the talented
resident artists in
the King’s Grant Re-
tirement Community
were selected to par-
ticipate in the pres-
tigious Internation-
al Opening Minds
through Art OMA Art
Show. Out of 400 sub-
missions, their works
stood out, earning
them a place among
artists representing
14 U.S. states, as
well as Canada and
Indonesia.

The artists, ranging
in age from 63 to 102,
exemplify the vibrant
creative spirit thriv-
ing within the King’s
Grant  community.
Their participation
in this global event
highlights the power
of artistic expression
at every stage of life.

Special recogni-
tion goes to Tammy
Shorter, Healthcare
Administrator, and
Melissa Massey, As-
sisted Living Event
Coordinator, whose
dedication and sup-
port helped make
this achievement
possible. Their com-
mitment to foster-
ing creativity and
engagement among
residents continues
to enrich the King’s
Grant community.

“The talent and
creativity of our resi-
dents are truly in-
spiring,” said James
Souter, executive
director of King’s
Grant. “This recog-
nition on an inter-
national stage is
a testament to the
incredible artistic
spirit that flourishes
within our commu-
nity. We are honored
to see our residents’
work celebrated in
such a meaningful
way.”

Souter added, “Pro-

grams like OMA al-
low our residents
to express them-
selves in ways that
are both therapeutic
and deeply fulfilling.
Art has the power
to bring joy, spark
memories, and con-
nect us with others,
and we're proud to
be a community that
nurtures and cele-
brates these creative
endeavors.”

The OMA program
is an intergenera-
tional initiative that
promotes creative
expression for indi-

viduals living with
dementia. Being fea-
tured in this interna-
tionally  recognized
exhibit underscores
the talent, passion,
and perseverance of
King’s Grant resi-
dents, reinforcing the
community’s com-
mitment to lifelong
learning and enrich-
ment.

For more informa-
tion about King’s
Grant and its pro-
grams, visit www.
sunnyside.cc/our-
communities/kings-
grant/.

Youngman to present
program at Bassett
Historical Center

THE TRUE
STORY OF

CAT

DOG

DEBBIE YOUNGMAN

THE CHRISTIAN

AND

THE DISTILLERY

Debbie Youngman will present a program about her
new book, “The True Story of The Christian Cat and the
Distillery Dog”, March 11, at 10:30 am, in the Bassett
Historical Center. The book details a story about a unique
friendship between a very unlikely pair. This program which
is free and open to the public will be held in the Susan L.
Adkins Memorial Meeting Room. Books will be available
for purchase from the author for $15.

*AUCTION*

HUGE COIN & CURRENCY AUCTION

Saturday, March 1, 2025 @ 10:00am

(Doors open @ 8:00 am)
HORSEPASTURE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
17815 A.L. PHILPOTT HWY (RT. 58W), RIDGEWAY, VA 24148
Y% OVER 200 LOTS TO BE SOLD! %%

Vat-0

Red Seal notes including a $100 bill, large lot of Morgan & Peace SILVER Dollars, Two & Three Cent Pieces, Mercury SILVER Dimes, Barber SILVER dimes

& quarters, Walking Liberty & Franklin SILVER Half Dollars, Matron Head Large Cents, V Nickels, LARGE Lot of Indian Head Cents, U.S. Mint & Proof
Sets, Prestige Sets with SILVER Dollars & Half Dollars, Sealed bank box of Lincoln Cents - TOO MANY ITEMS TO LIST!!!
* In the event of snow or ice, call Auctioneer day of auction at (276) 340-6441 *

PICTURES & COMPLETE LIST AVAILABLE AT
www.auctionzip.com, AUCTIONEER #4097

¢ £ DIRECTIONS {35¢

FROM MARTINSVILLE, VA - Take Hwy 58W, go 7 miles,
Horsepasture Fire Dept. on left at corner of 58W & Rt. 687
S Road). WATCH FOR SIGNS

FROM STUART, VA - Take Hwy 58E into Henry County, turn )
right on Rt. 687 (Soapstone Road), 1st road to right just past Old
Country Store & Hillcrest Baptist Church. LOOK FOR SIGNS

‘TERMS - Cash or approved check with proper ID. No warranties expressed or
implied. All announcements made day of sale take precedence over all previous
statements, written or verbal, concerning this auction. All items sold "as is-where
i§", 10% Buyer’s Premium applies.

WILLIAMS AUCTION CO.

CHARLES E. WILLIAMS, JR., AUCTIONEER
110 STATION DRIVE, MARTINSVILLE, VA 24112

VAAL #3261
% Visit us at: www.auctionzip.com

Member

=

(276) 340-6441
NCAL #9220
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CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

Submit your community news and Serices

nol. BBB Member. https://

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net hitonoliverattorneyva.com.

SERVICES

Woodwrx, Inc.

Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine
woodworking, design,
tile, closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm
Beach County- Refer-
ences. Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-
Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Thomas Land
Solutions LLC
Forestry mulching, over-
grown property cleanup,
bush-hogging, pasture
& field reclamation, ATV
& walking trails, hunting
lanes, skid-steer, tractor
and mini-excavator work.
Free estimates. Call 276-
229-9410 or Facebook
Thomas Land Solutions
LLC

AUCTIONS
AUCTION - FORMER ACE
HARDWARE. 1000'S OF
ITEMS - LAWN & GAR-
DEN, TOOLS, SMALL
ENGINE, PLUMBING,
ELECTRICAL, MARINE,
PAINT AND MUCH MORE.
2 HUGE SALES! 2384
HAYES RD, HAYES VA.
VIEW & BID NOW: ISGET-
TAUCTION.COM 804-338-
3458 VA AL 2426

Virginia Press
Services

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and in

other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or
Landon Clark at Virginia

Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Installed! Starting at
$350 Call 804-739-8207
for More Details! Ronnie
Jenkins Il Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details!
American Made Products!

Virginia Press
Services

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call
1-844-947-1479 today to
schedule a free quote. It's
not just a generator. It's a
power move.

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now
featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel

from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up to
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for
military, health workers &
1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000

off or No Payments and
No Interest for 18 months
for customers who qualify.
BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Call

Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$475+$86 court cost.

WILLS-$295.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver,

Attorney (Facebook). 757-

490-0126. Se Habla Espa-

Wirginia Press
Services

DENTAL INSURANCE

from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Cover-

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Wirginia Press
Services

age for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-888-550-3083
www.dental50plus.com/
virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with

the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information

kit! Call 888-608-4974

Virginia Press
Services

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-844-216-5028

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and
no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexible
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information,
call 1-855-262-5564

Shively named Deputy of the Month

Henry County Sher-
iffs Deputy Anson
Shively was selected
Deputy of the Month.
With 27 years of dedi-
cated law enforcement
service across the Hen-
ry County Sheriff's Of-
fice and the Danville
Sheriff's Office, Shively
has served in multiple
roles, including the Pa-
trol Division, Criminal
Investigations, Commu-
nity Engagement, and
the School Resource Of-
ficer (SRO) Unit.

Currently assigned
as the SRO at Laurel
Park Middle School,
Shively goes above and
beyond in building posi-
tive relationships with
students and ensuring
a safe and welcoming
environment. Whether
assisting children in
inclement weather, fos-
tering a space where
students feel valued, or
effectively maintaining
school security, Deputy
Shively is truly a rock
star to the students,
staff, and community.

His impact extends
beyond safety—he is a
mentor, protector, and
role model for the youth.
His extensive experi-
ence as a Defensive Tac-
tics Instructor, former
Honor Guard member,
and SWAT team mem-

Guaranteed Paying
the Most -
Buying CARS &
TRUCKS.

Running or
not, ATV’s, tractors,
stamps, old coins,
jewelry & fire arms.
647-5563 or 806-4433

| will clean out
basements, garages,
etc. and haul away
anything, brush
also,
Free Estimates!
Call Scott

647-5563 or
276-806-4433

ber reflects his unwav-
ering commitment to

(left), Michael Jarrett of
Jarrett Marketing LLC,

Livy’s ice cream shop,
and McDonalds of Mar-

law enforcement and
community service.
Shively (second from
left) is pictured along
with Capt. Sandy Hines

and Sheriff Wayne Da-
vis (far right).

Chopstix in Martins-
ville, Papa’s Pizzeria
Hollywood Cinema,

tinsville provide free
meals, movie passes,
and ice cream and the
Certificate of Apprecia-
tion.

Puzgzle Answers!

UP — ORDOWN —

SNOWELAUES

solution

SCRAMBLERS

solution
1. Dabble 2. Malign;
3. Loathe; 4. Dancer

Today's Word
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LEGAL

BEDDING SALE!

Hugh Selection To Choose From

COUNTY OF HENRY

REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a series of pub-
lic hearings have been scheduled for March 12, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building,
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia. Following these public
hearings, the Planning Commission will make a recommendation on
the applications to the Board of Supervisors.
The Henry County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hear-
ings on the following applications on March 25, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building,
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.
The purpose of these public hearings is to receive input into the pos-
sible rezoning of property. Following are the specifics of the public
hearings.
Case R-25-03 Brent D. Tucker
The property is located at 924 Trenthill Dr, in the Blackberry District.
The property is shown on Tax Map 14.6/373,373A. The applicant is re-
questing the rezoning of approximately 8.5-acres from Suburban Resi-
dential District S-R to Agricultural District A-1. The applicant wishes to
use the property for agricultural purposes.
Case R-25-04 Chris Lawless
The property is located at 1687 Stultz Rd, in the Collinsville District.
The property is shown on Tax Map 41.2(2)/1A. The applicant is request-
ing the rezoning of approximately 2.978-acres from Government and
Special Use District G-S to Limited Industrial District I-2. The applicant
wishes to use the property as a welding and fabrication business.
Case R-25-05 Kenneth T. Lewis
The property is located at 3975 Chatham Rd, in the Reed Creek District.
The property is shown on Tax Map 32.4/17. The applicant is requesting
the rezoning of approximately 0.19-acre from Agricultural District A-1
to Commercial District B-1. The applicant wishes to use the property for
a commercial automobile repair garage.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department
of Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

ey e’
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BEST PRICE

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS
EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

.7‘-_.-‘-\.‘_7

We Have What You Are
Looking For!!

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

BEST PRICES AROUND!

RIVERSIDE FURNITURE
1580 GREENSBORO ROAD
MARTINSVILLE, VA

276-632-1286

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM * SATURDAY 9AM - 2PM

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yows business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121
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Crossing the Lines

News snippets from outside the city/county lines ...

Williams announces reelection bid as 2025 races take

shape

Incumbent Del. Wren

I Layiwi
D s4

Williams, R-Stuart, is
among the state can-

M0t

Lopimi

didates seeking reelec-
tion in November, along

2MNOIY!

H

with candidates for

E# |

Governor, Lt. Governor,
and Attorney General.

“In three years, I[

have proudly stood up
for rural Virginians
who are struggling with
rising healthcare costs

and limited accessibil-
ity to adequate health-
care resources while
remaining a strong con-
servative voice” for tra-
ditional Southwest Vir-
ginia values, Williams
said when announcing
his reelection bid.

“Our record has been
one that stands up for
the rule of law while
defending the rights of

Del. Wren Williams

hardworking Virginia
families. From protect-
ing our Second Amend-
ment to securing medi-
cal resources for Patrick
County to standing up
to utility companies
and delivering reduced
rates for Southwest
communities, our of-
fice has been a voice for

Southwest and South-
side Virginia,” Williams
said.

He added that he
remains committed
to “being a conserva-
tive champion and ad-
vocate” for President
Trump’s America First
agenda. “There is a lot
at stake this year ... I
look forward to hitting
the campaign trail and
listening to voters’ con-
cerns” throughout the
47th  District, which
includes Carroll, Floyd,
and Patrick counties,
part of Henry County,
and the City of Galax.

Williams also is the
president of Schneider
& Williams, P.C. in
Stuart. He and his wife,
Britt, have two chil-
dren.

Braden Health Updates Supervisors
on Hospital Restoration Progress

Representatives from
Braden Health, the
company working to
reopen the former Pat-
rick County Community
Hospital, provided an
update on the facility’s
restoration efforts at the
Patrick County Board of
Supervisors meeting on
Feb. 10.

Kyle Kopec, co-found-
er and Chief Operating

Overby mounts reelection bid as board faces legal
threats amid transparency push

Since taking office
in December, Pat-
rick County Supervi-
sor Andrew Overby
said he has worked to
fulfill his campaign
promises of increasing
transparency and en-
gaging with residents.
However, those efforts
have put him and oth-
er board members in
the crosshairs of a col-
league.

Over the past few
weeks, Overby, of
the Dan River Dis-
trict, said another
board member has at-
tempted to “threaten,
bully, silence, and
intimidate” supervi-
sors while also trying
to restrict public ac-
cess to government
proceedings. He ac-
cused the supervisor
of controlling infor-
mation by labeling
emails as confidential
and claiming Al-gen-
erated statements as
copyrighted material.
Overby made these
remarks in his official
reelection announce-
ment last week on
Facebook.

At the most recent
board meeting, Over-
by said the supervisor
“threatened the coun-
ty, board and multiple

&\.“~
l‘ E :
- } ! ’ 1 g
il 88
Andrew Overby
individual supervi-

sors with a lawsuit
in hopes of achieving
a payday, at your ex-
pense. Rest assured,
I will not bend to this
supervisor’s malicious
attempts to silence
and obstruct trans-
parency.” We all must
stand together against
this corruption and
expose it wherever it
is found.”

Overby’s comments
referred to a document
titled “Notice of claim
and intent to bring
civil and/or criminal
action,” which was de-
livered to the county
attorney, county ad-
ministrator, and board
members on February
10.

While  distributed
during the closed ses-
sion, the notice was
not part of that initial
closed meeting. The

board returned to the
public session long
enough to cite legal
matters as a reason to
reenter a closed meet-
ing.

During that subse-
quent closed meeting,
Steve Marshall, of the
Blue Ridge District,
remained in the hall.

A copy of the no-
tice obtained by The
Enterprise indicated
it was distributed by
Stephen D. Marshall.
In 1it, Marshall out-
lined his intent to file
legal action against
Patrick County, the
Board of Supervisors,
and Supervisors Jona-
than Wood, Clayton
Kendrick, and Overby.
Marshall alleged vio-
lations of his consti-
tutional rights in both
their official and indi-
vidual capacities.

Marshall cited
emails he marked
confidential on Jan.
13 and Jan. 16 that
involved matters of

public concern in-
cluding government
operations, and “is-

sues of public impor-
tance. ...The emails
were leaked and sub-
sequently published”
in this newspaper on
Jan. 22.

Officer (COO), said the
company has made sig-
nificant progress since
acquiring the hospital.
Construction work is
well underway, and officials invited
county leaders to tour the site and
learn more about ongoing projects.

The company has nearly complet-
ed replacing sections of the hospi-
tal’s roof. Medical gas lines, includ-
ing oxygen and vacuum systems,
have been relabeled and plumbed
in preparation for the installation
of external oxygen tanks and pads,
which are required on the facility’s
exterior.

“As far as sewer systems and
mold, the sewer system 1is being
overhauled currently as far as our
plumbing and things that lead to
that,” Kopec said. Mold mitigation,
“we’re proud to report that the folks
that we've hired to do that have
taken care of it and isolated it, so

Kyle Kopec (left), co-founder and COO of Braden Health,
along with other representatives, gave an update on the
work to restore and reopen the hospital.

we're feeling pretty good, doing a lot
of renovations and things,” he said.

Kopec thanked officials at the Vir-
ginia Department of Health (VDH),
which is ensuring Braden Health is
meeting the necessary regulations
as different phases of work are com-
pleted. Kopec added that the VDH
is expected to tour the facility in late
February or in March.

While construction continues, the
company is not yet prepared to an-
nounce an official reopening date.
Asbestos assessments and final de-
terminations on sewer system pip-
ing remain key factors in the project
timeline. Kopec emphasized that
these elements, along with ongo-
ing contracting work, could impact
scheduling.

Residents raise ongoing transparency, and spending
concerns at recent board meeting

Numerous residents attended the February 10 Patrick County Board of Supervisors
meeting.

Several speakers addressed
the February 10 meeting of the
Patrick County Board of Super-
visors, highlighting transpar-
ency concerns and encouraging
others to attend meetings and
voice opinions.

Noting the recent spate of
negative publicity facing the
county, Kurt Bozenmayer said
numerous residents have spoken
at board meetings and on social
media regarding issues includ-
ing county finances, employment
issues, toxic chemicals, and the
hospital in the past few months.

“Lately that has spilled over
into a major finger-pointing ex-
ercise between individual super-
visors that has extended into the
weekly reporting of The Enter-
prise newspaper. I believe that a
major contribution to this grow-
ing hostility, the inability, or
unwillingness, of the county ad-
ministration to provide answers
to questions raised by citizens,”
he said.

If the county administra-
tion provided answers, either
through the administrator’s of-
fice or by statements from su-

See more at www.henryco
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Envision Critz seeks funding to
advance community center project

Envision Critz, a local nonprofit
organization, is working to estab-
lish a community center in Critz,
across the street from Hardin
Reynolds Memorial School. The
organization has been developing
the project for about two and a
half years and has partnered with
Reynolds Homestead and Virginia
Tech to gather community input
on the center’s potential offerings.

The primary focus now is secur-
ing funds to pay off the mortgage
on the property, according to En-
vision Critz President Tom Steele.
The organization needs to raise
approximately $70,000 before it
can begin developing the center
and implementing requested com-
munity features.

“We've kind of got the bones in
place to do this. What we’re work-
ing on now is paying for the prop-
erty that we have a mortgage on.
We have roughly $70,000 that we
need to raise to pay off the mort-
gage so we can get started develop-
ing the center and all of the things
that the community has asked
for,” he said.

Many grants that could help
fund the project require full own-
ership of the property or prohibit
using grant money for property
purchases, Steele said. As a result,
paying off the mortgage is a criti-
cal step before further progress
can be made.

“So, it’s really important that we
get that taken care of so that we

RURITANS WILL
BE HOSTING A

I P9 650 FUNDRAISER |
T0 SUPPORT ENVISION CRITZ

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22

T1AM UNTIL 4PM — OR UNTIL BBO RUNS OUT
AT REYNOLDS HOMESTEAD, CRITZ VA

§15 PLATES INCLUDE: PORK OR CHICKEN SANDWICH, SLAW,
BAKED BEANS, CHIPS, DRINK, AND A DESSERT

LEARN EI%EI
[E]5

ABOUT

ENVISION

CRITZ—
The Patrick Springs Ruritan Club will hold a
Barbecue Fundraiser on Saturday, February
22 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Reynolds
Homestead. Plates are $15 each and include
a choice of pork or chicken sandwich, slaw,
baked beans, chips, a drink, and dessert.

T rrr et

move forward with developing
the community center,” he said.

To support this effort, the Pat-
rick Springs Ruritan Club is host-
ing a barbecue fundraiser on Sat-
urday, Feb. 22, from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the Reynolds Homestead.
Plates, priced at $15 each, include
a choice of pork or chicken sand-
wich, slaw, baked beans, chips, a
drink, and dessert.

Donations can be mailed to Envi-
sion Critz P.O. Box 156 Critz, VA
24082.

For more information, visit Face-
book.com/EnvisionCritz.

& LOVE HURTS . *

pervisors, Bozenmayer said he
believes it would go a long way
to dispel the growing hostility.
He added the answers could be
provided on social media or in a
weekly newspaper column.

“Social media and the press are
not going away, and the longer
the county takes the ostrich ap-
proach, or the supervisors fight
amongst themselves, the more
distrust is going to be expressed
by the citizens,” Bozenmayer
said.

* Expressing her concerns

about the county’s spending prac-
tices, and residents being viewed
as an annoyance and not an im-
portance, Karen DeCapp said
residents “want and seek truth,
transparency, fairness, and re-
spect. This should not equate to
‘bad treatment’ by those who are
asked. While I have only spoken
out in five meetings, six count-
ing this one, in 10 years, I've had
several people shake my hand
and thank me,” she said.

untyenterprise.com
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Super Crossword ICKY ENDING
ACROSS 55 Directives 103 Class 4 Big fusses 41 Coffee type 90 Cary Grant
1 Brief ad 57 Like Stoker’s teaching the 5. Mac — 42 Ave. played a
5 Resistance “Dracula” techniques PC?” crossers male one in
units 61 Steal from of Civil War 6 Goofed 44 Old ltalian 1949
9 Circular paths 62 Liking a lot photographer (around) money 91 Radius or
15 Imprison 64 Overly Brady? 7 Quebec city 45 Stops ulna
19 Starch- crooked? 108 Marcel 8 Stair unit 46 Look for 92 S.0.Sor
yielding plant 66 Quite dry Marceau’s 9 At just the 48 U.S. naval Brillo
21 They may 68 Stock debut, clown right time base in Cuba, product
disturb sleep for short 109 — -Cherry 10 Author Dahl for short 93 Very
22 — -Seltzer 70 “Nope” (Ocean Spray 11 Actress 50 Crazy caper helpful tip,
23 Nut acquired 71 Often-twisted flavor) Jacqueline 51 Small bird informally
with great cookie 113 Pretty good 12 “Kinda sorta” 53 Lav, to Brits 95 Pigeon
effort? 72 Long-billed grade 13 Golf peg 56 Sailor's sound
25 Nail salon wading bird 114 Antennae 14 Detroit-to- mop 99 “Bonjour, —
job, in brief that loves and tentacles Memphis dir. 58 Victory cries amis!”
26 — box (TV) perching on 116 Chicago 15 Crawford of 59 Lacking frost 100 Fashion frill
27 Cathedral in flexed arm airport the NBA 60 Snug-fitting 102 Michael
London muscles? 117 Unlatch, e.g. 16 In style necklaces formerly of
28 R&B’s Brown 78 Testing stage 118 Baseballer 17 “Told ya so!” 63 Artistic work Disney
29 Prohibits 81 Early 1960s Rod when 18 — faire 65 “Riverdale” 104 Word on
30 Erfurt article atty. gen. not using a 20 Soggy network Winnie-the-
31 Sprinkle sofa 82 Navy chauffeur? 24 Pat gently 67 “You Light Pooh’s pot
shams with engineer 122 Indian bread 28 “Let’s Get Up My Life” 105 Total
water drops? 83 Made airtight, 123 Literary Loud” singer, singer overhauls
35 Calf-roping say afterthought familiarly Boone 106 Suit fabric
event 85 Liken (to) 124 Great skill 30 1996 69 City in Utah 107 Wallach of
37 Link with 87 Joan of folk 125 Small vortex presidential 73 Stir-fry tidbit film
38 Casino cube 89 Climate that 126 Literary candidate 74 Teeter-totter 109 Intone
39 “Boo!” promotes journalist Gay Bob 75 Café au — 110 Less typical
shouter the growth of 127 Syringe 32 2006 76 Macpherson 111 “Am not!”
43 French city powdery fluids Nintendo or Fanning retort
on the Rhone fungus? 128 “lliad” city debut 77 Gets 112 Full of the
47 Tax org. 91 Pale-looking 33 Salon hitched latest info
48 Stan of jazz 94 “Get "em, DOWN service 79 Protective 115 Spacewalks,
saxophone Fido!” 1 Polite title 34 “We have shoe tip in NASA
49 Catholic 96 Model X for an Indian the OK” 80 “— and lingo
dignitary’s carmaker man 35 Japanese the Night 116 Mo. #10
vigorous 97 Runs after 2 Luxury “energy Visitors” 118 Tennis unit
strength? 98 Aussie handbag healing” 84 Oscar — 119 Air quality
52 West African leaper label 36 Thereabouts Hoya gp.
country 99 Grand house 3 Longtime 39 Egyptian 86 School org. 120 — Mama
54 Juneau 101 “You're — senator beetles 88 Galvanizing (rapper)
native pall” Hatch 40 Dietary unit element 121 School stat
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olf with JACK NICKLAUS

{ERE ARE SOME
THOUGHTS THAT
HAVE HELPED
ME OVER THE VYEARS
WHEN MY PUTTING HAS
GONE SOUR.,

FIRST, HOLD

SE

THE PUTTER LIGHTLY
HE STROKE,
COND,

START THE

PUTTERHEAD

SLOWwLY
AND
SMOOTHLY.

Strange
‘BUT TRUE

By Lucie Winborne

Weekly SUDOKU
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N
N
(o]

* In Israel, the movie title “Cloudy
with a Chance of Meatballs” was trans-
lated as “It’s Raining Falafel.”

e The Latte Index, which was devel-
oped by The Wall Street Journal, com-
pares the price of a tall Starbucks latte
in dozens of cities around the globe to
estimate which currencies are overval-
ued and undervalued.

e While Finland refers to itself as the
“Land of 1,000 Lakes,” it actually con-
tains 188,000.

* Gucci manufactured a pair of jeans
named the Gucci Genius Jeans that sold
for an astonishing $3,134.

(o))
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1 8 7
9 6 4 8|2

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

@ Moderate 4 € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

SNOWFLANLS

by Japheth Light

* In 1859, America was swept by a
moral panic over young people playing
... too much chess.

* Fighty-five percent of Vakkaru
Island in the Maldives is made up of
fish feces.

e After Thomas Edison was confined
to a wheelchair in his last years, his
good friend Henry Ford bought one as
well so the two could have wheelchair
races around their adjoining Florida
estates.

* Fifteen minutes of shivering from
cold temperatures can be the metabolic
equivalent of one hour of exercise.

* At the age of 104, a fellow by the
name of Jack Reynolds became the
oldest known person to get a tattoo. He
followed that up by becoming, at age
105, the oldest person to ride on a roller
coaster.

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

* St. Nicholas is the patron saint of
penitent murderers.

* America’s first female state senator
was a Mormon polygamist who not
only ran against, but defeated, her hus-
band.

e In 2009, an Italian neurosurgeon
had a heart attack in the middle of per-
forming surgery. He powered through it
when he realized his patient wouldn’t
recover if he stopped. Half an hour after
finishing the surgery, the dedicated
doctor had an angioplasty.

skock

Thought for the Day: “You have
enemies? Good. That means you’ve
stood up for something, sometime in
your life.” — Victor Hugo

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢
®Easy €@ Vedum € @ @ Difficutt

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“No, | DON’T want to go play cards tonight,
and stop referring to me as your

Bash

LAMING
Despise
AHOTEL

Strut

CRANED

Trifle

LABBED

SCRAMBLERS

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

ADVERTISE!

-

What we offer: seeeeesecsece

Advertise "

Deeply discounted rates

H\g |y Customizable Pa(kages

that include print, digital or both
¢ Seasonal Specials

Whatwe have:; ¢eeeeececescccscccscessccssccscccscccscccsccce

o Ateam of Advertising Specialists who will work with you to customize a package,
STRETCH your advertising dollars, and accomplish your advertising goals

TODAY’S WORD

o Atalented team of designers who will work to help you reach your base.

Join our family and put our talented team to work for you today.
For more information, call the office at (276) 694-3101
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Artwork by students from Martinsville-
Henry County will be showcased this spring
in the Foster Gallery at Piedmont Arts.

Students attending Carlisle, Fieldale-
Collinsville, Laurel Park and Martins-
ville middle schools have work on display
through March 1. A free reception for the
students and their families will be held
from 4-6 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 19 at Pied-
mont Arts. If schools are closed due to in-
clement weather on Feb. 19, the Foster
Gallery reception will not take place.

Students attending Carlisle, Mead-
owview, Mt. Olivet and Carver elementary
schools will have work on display March

Student artwork on display this spring at Piedmont Arts

4-April 12. A free reception for the stu-
dents and their families will be held from
4-6 p.m., Wednesday, March 12 at Pied-
mont Arts.

Students attending Axton, Sanville and
Stanleytown elementary schools will have
work on display April 15-May 10. A free
reception for the students and their fami-
lies will be held from 4-6 p.m., Wednesday,
April 30 at Piedmont Arts.

The Foster Gallery is an important part
of Piedmont Arts’ community program-
ming. Exhibits in the gallery have been cu-
rated in partnership with Charity League
of Martinsville and Henry County for more

than 25 years. A new exhibit is installed
every six to eight weeks to allow work by
students from all 19 schools in Martins-
ville-Henry County to be displayed dur-
ing the year. Piedmont Arts and Charity
League believe that an early exposure to
the arts i1s critical for a well-rounded edu-
cational experience. These exhibits encour-
age young people to participate in the arts
while offering the community the opportu-
nity to celebrate the artistic talent of area
students.

For more information on educational out-
reach, exhibits and events, visit Piedmon-
tArts.org.

Congressional staff
to visit localities

Pastor Michael Harrison, Del. Eric Phillips, and the Rev. Michael Hendricks.

Collinsville pastor delivers
invocation on House floor

Pastor Michael
Harrison of The Com-
munity Fellowship of

Phillips added that
while in Richmond,
Pastor Harrison and

colonies.
“Our door is always
open for you to share

U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith’s
staff will be in Patrick County
and Martinsville on February
26.

Staff will be in the City of
Martinsville from 10 — 11:30
a.m., in City Hall, Room 208,
55 W. Church St., Martinsville.

Staff will be in Stuart from
12:30 — 2 p.m., in the Patrick
County Administration Build-
ing, Conference Room, 106
Rucker Street, Stuart.

In the event of inclement

VOTE

weather (heavy snow, sleet,
icy rain, etc.), traveling of-
fice hours may be rescheduled
to avoid putting constituents
at risk. If a county or city’s
schools are closed, then office
hours will be cancelled.

Call the Christiansburg Of-
fice at (540) 381-5671 or the
Abingdon Office at (276) 525-
1405 with any questions or to
schedule an appointment time
in the event of office hour clo-
sure.

NOW!

Give a shout out to your favorite businesses around
Martinsville & Stuart - Patrick & Henry County

Collinsville was cho- the Rev. Michael
sen to give the invo- Hendricks, Associ-
cation on the House ate Pastor of The

of Delegates floor on
February 10.
Harrison provided
a powerful message of
wisdom and prayers
for our servants and
victims of the hur-
ricane and flight di-
sasters, according to
Del. Eric Phillips, R-
Martinsville.

orris

Community Fellow-
ship Church, toured
the Capitol and saw
the amazing history
and statues dating
back to 1619 with
the Virginia House of
Burgesses, the first
democratically elect-
ed legislative body in
the British American

See more at
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Memorial Services

Visit our website for pricing:

www.norrismemorialservices.com

Far

your positions before
the Virginia General
Assembly,” said Phil-
lips, who represents
the 48th District.
The number in
Richmond 1s (804)
698-1048. The dis-
trict office number
is (434) 326-5878.
Phillips also can be
reached via email at
delephillips@house.
virginia.gov.

Cast your votes from
Feb. 21st to March 21st

SCAN ME

1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

More than 100 categories—rfrom
« Steakhouse « Wineries « Pizzerias
- Event Centers « Law firms « Jewelry Stores
« Ice Cream Shops « and much more,
You can cast your votes in each Category

mountainmedianews.com/best-of/

Our ballot is super simple! Don't know much about the accounting firm in your region? Feel free to skip it and move on.
Fill out the entire ballot if you're feeling ambitious, or pick and choose among our categories. Select from our drop
down list, or if your favorite coffee shop or spa isn't listed, write in your own winner. And, take your time. Our voting
platform saves your votes, so you don't have to feel rushed. That means you can return to the ballot to continue
choosing your favorites without worrying about any of your votes being lost.

Winner's will be published in
The Enterprise on April 30, 2025
& The Henry County Enterprise on May 3, 2025.
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YMCA debuts new youth cycling race
to promote fitness and competition

By Jessica Dillon

The Martinsville-Henry
County YMCA is expanding its
fitness initiatives with a new
youth cross-country bike race,
offering middle and high school
students an opportunity to com-
pete locally and develop an in-
terest in cycling. The event,
which will be part of the Na-
tional Interscholastic Cycling
Association (NICA), aims to
introduce young riders to the
sport in a welcoming and acces-
sible setting.

YMCA Executive Director
Brad Kinkema said the idea for
a local interscholastic bike team
has been in development for
some time. The project gained
momentum when Hunter Doss,
a cycling tournament competi-
tor from Carlisle School, chose
to organize a race for his re-
quired Carlisle Project. Kinke-

ma worked with Doss’s father to
turn the idea into reality.

“This is very low-key. We are
not looking for hundreds of peo-
ple,” Kinkema said. “It’s just to
introduce bike racing to locals,
high school and middle school
kids, to build a program.”

Currently, most cycling races
are held in northern Virginia,
requiring competitors to travel
several hours to participate. By
bringing the event to Martins-
ville-Henry County, organizers
hope to make the sport more ac-
cessible for local youth. A lim-
ited number of loaner bikes will
be available for participants
who do not own a bike.

The first race will be held
on March 1 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Monogram Foods
Smith River Sports Complex at
1000 Irisburg Road, Axton. The
course, a cross-country trail, is

designed to be beginner-friend-
ly, allowing new riders to gain
confidence and experience with-
out requiring advanced skills.

The YMCA envisions this
event as the foundation for a
larger regional youth cycling
team, which could include com-
petitors from  Martinsville,
Henry County, Patrick County,
and possibly Franklin County.

“We have some beautiful coun-
ties here. So, there’s a place to
do bike races here,” Kinkema
said, adding that the goal is to
compete in the National Inter-
scholastic Cycling Association
(NICA) and develop a struc-
tured racing program for young
athletes.

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

While the new program focus-
es on youth riders, adult cycling
groups are already active in
the community. Kinkema noted
that several established groups
are competing 1in regional
events, and the YMCA operates
a bike barn, allowing residents
to borrow bicycles for use on the
Dick & Willie Passage Trail.

The YMCA has extensive ex-
perience hosting races, and
organizing multiple foot races
each year as part of the Mar-
tinsville Mile series. The addi-
tion of a cycling race is expected
to expand local fitness oppor-
tunities and encourage more
youth participation in competi-
tive sports.

County School Board
Honors School

[

ok

Resource Officer

The Henry County School Board recognized School Resource Officers (SROs) from the

Henry County Sheriff’s Office for their dedication and service to county schools.

Martinsville Police Officer Justin Havens (center) is pictured with Michael Jarrett (left), and
Police Chief Rob Fincher.

Officer of the Quarter named

The Martinsville Police Depart-
ment, in partnership with Jarrett
Marketing LLC, has named Of-
ficer Justin Havens as Officer of
the Quarter.

The award, voted on by senior
members of the department, rec-
ognizes officers who demonstrate
exceptional dedication and ser-
vice to both the department and
the community.

Havens joined the Martinsville
Police Department just over a
year ago. Before becoming an of-
ficer, he worked for two years as
a 911 dispatcher at the Martins-

ville-Henry County Communica-
tions Center and later served for
four years as a firefighter and
EMT with the Martinsville Fire &
EMS Department. He is currently
assigned to the Patrol Division
and also serves as a medic on the
department’s SWAT team.

Local businesses, including
Chopstix Martinsville, McDon-
ald’s (Commonwealth Blvd.),
Food Lion (Stanleytown), and
Hollywood Cinema, contributed
free meals and movie passes in
recognition of Havens’ achieve-
ment.

SPECTRUM
MEDICAL

SPECTRUM
MEDICAL

SAME DAY X-RAYS

* ORTHOPEDIC WALK-INS ACCEPTED ﬂ
* SHORTER WAIT TIMES
* CASH PAY OPTION AVAILABLE

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

Do You Suspect You Have
Broken Something?

 Skip The Primary Care, ER or Urgent Care!
Come Straight To Us!

ACUTE Orthopedic
Walk-Ins
Taken Daily

ular office hours)

(during rei

UNLESS REQUIRED BY INSURANCE

DANVILLE

109 Bridge Street  4th Floor

434-793-4711

MARTINSVILLE
1075 Spruce Street
276-790-3233
MONDAY - FRIDAY 08:00 AM - 4:30 PM




