
Fieldale invests in 
economic development, 

community revitalization
By Jessica Dillon
The community of 

Fieldale is making ma-
jor strides in economic 
development and re-
vitalization, with on-
going projects aimed 
at preserving historic 
sites, improving public 
spaces, and attracting 
new businesses.

Among the latest 
efforts is a $325,000 
to $350,000 renova-
tion of the pools at the 
Fieldale Community 
Center, which are un-
dergoing extensive re-
pairs to ensure they 
remain a recreational 
hub for residents. Ad-
ditional projects in-
clude the redevelop-
ment of the center and 
potential renovations 
of the former primary 
school building, all 
part of a larger vision 
to stimulate growth in 
the area.

The pools, built in 
the 1950s, have served 
as a central gathering 
place for generations. 

Now, they are being 
modernized with es-
sential structural re-
pairs, including new 
skimmers, pipe re-
placements, and fresh 
plaster to restore the 
pools’ integrity.

“They are concrete 
pools with plaster 
walls. Over the years, 
the plaster chips off 
and flakes off. We had 
to patch it every year,” 
said Andrew Kahle, 
board member of Fiel-
dale Heritage, Inc.

The leak-prone 
plumbing system is 
also being addressed to 
prevent future water 
loss. Additionally, one 
of the kiddie pools will 
be removed to accom-
modate swim meets, 
with modifications en-
suring the facility is 
competition-ready.

“We are going to 
prepare for things you 
hold for backstrokes, 
and the platforms 
you dive off of for 

Lee’s Tire & Wheel rebounds 
after devastating fire

By Jessica Dillon
Lee’s Tire & Wheel, 

a family-owned auto 
shop that has served 
the community since 
1966, is back in busi-
ness after a catastroph-
ic fire last November. 
The shop, owned by 
Mike and Ashley Sig-
mon, reopened its 
doors on February 3, 
marking a new chapter 
for the business after 
months of hardship 
and uncertainty.

On November 8, 
2024, consignment 
tires at the shop’s 
Collinsville location 
caught fire, causing ex-
tensive damage to the 
building and tens of 
thousands of dollars in 
lost merchandise and 
equipment.

Mike Sigmon re-
ceived a frantic call 
from a friend while 
helping his young-
er children onto the 
school bus.

Ashley Sigmon used 
the cameras inside the 
business to check the 
damage.

“When she got on the 
camera, we saw black 
smoke. I dialed 911 
then,” Mike Sigmon re-
called.

“The telephone calls 
coming in were just 
insane,” Mike Sigmon 
said of the calls to alert 
him of the blaze.

Racing to the shop, 
Mike Sigmon initially 
believed he could con-
tain the fire himself, 
but when he topped the 
hill from Collinsville, 
saw the rising smoke 
and fire trucks already 
on the scene, “I knew it 
was too late,” he said.

Mike Sigmon imme-
diately began assisting 
the fire crews, unlock-
ing doors to the build-
ing. 

In the days follow-
ing the fire, the couple 
found themselves in 

uncharted territory as 
they dealt with insur-
ance claims and finan-
cial setbacks.

“We didn’t know 
what to do, and in 
a matter of three or 
four days, the adjuster 
showed up,” Mike Sig-
mon said, adding that 
they didn’t feel well-
guided through the pro-
cess.

Ashley Sigmon de-
scribed the experience as 
emotionally overwhelm-
ing, with months of un-
certainty and no income.

“We did a lot of crying. 
We didn’t know what 
was going to happen,” 
she said. “Mike wasn’t 
able to sit still, and be-
gan helping to take out 
the windows and get the 
shop ready for repair.”

“It caught us at such 
a bad time of the year,” 
Mike Sigmon said. The 
couple went through 
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Supervisors discuss, 
set public hearing on 
tax collection changes

The Henry County Board of Su-
pervisors capped off American 
Heart Month by buying six new 
LifePak 35 Heart Monitors for the 
Public Safety Operations Division.

The new equipment is both an 
electrocardiogram (ECG) monitor 
and a defibrillator, which allows 
emergency responders to not only 
monitor a patient’s heart activity 
but also to deliver life-saving shocks 
if needed. This dual capability is 
crucial for treating life-threatening 
arrhythmias like ventricular fibril-
lation and ventricular tachycardia.

“We are incredibly grateful for the 
addition of these six new cutting-
edge heart monitors to our fleet,” 
said Matt Tatum, Director of Public 
Safety. “This purchase is a game-
changer for our team, allowing us 
to quickly assess and diagnose car-
diac emergencies on the spot. With 
these devices, our staff will be able 
to make faster, more informed de-
cisions, ultimately saving valuable 
time when seconds matter most.”

The county is purchasing the 
LifePak 35 Heart Monitors through 
a $355,752 contract with Stryker 
Corporation. Half of the amount 
will be paid through a Rescue 
Squad Assistance Fund grant. The 
remaining $177,876 was taken from 
the county’s general fund to provide 

Concerns raised over rising 
electric bills in the city

By Maddy Oliver
City residents shared their con-

cerns about the rising cost of elec-
tricity during the February 25 
Martinsville City Council meeting, 
calling on officials to address the fi-
nancial strain caused by increasing 
rates.

Several residents shared their 
experiences with the rising utility 
bills, including Ms. Carter, who said 
her electric bill has continued to 
climb despite no changes in energy 
usage.

“I had a December electric bill 
of $415… January was four-some-
thing, and now March is $615,” she 
said.

Carter, who described herself as a 
middle-class working resident, em-
phasized that these rate hikes im-
pact people across all income levels.

“If you guys continue to allow the 
city to hike these bills up, I don’t 
understand how you expect the av-
erage working person to afford it, 
let alone a person that’s on a fixed 
monthly income … I don’t under-
stand how we can agree to raise 
these bills like this for these resi-
dents, whether they’re regular mid-
dle class working people like myself, 
or whether it’s my grandmother, or 
my disabled sister in law that has a 
$300 electric bill that lives in a base-

The Henry County Board of Supervisors 
awarded CD Prillaman the Community 
Connected Citizen Award.

Martinsville City Council discussed rising electricity costs during its Feb. 25 meeting.

New leads in 1998 cold 
case point investigators 
to Henry County again
By Debbie Hall
Authorities in Nelson 

County are once again 
turning their focus to 
Henry County as they 
investigate the disap-
pearance and presumed 
homicide of Jeffrey Lee 
Quick, a Nelson County 
man missing for nearly 
30 years.

Quick, a resident of 
Tyro, Virginia, was re-
ported missing on May 
23, 1998, according to 
Nelson County Sher-
iff’s Investigator Chip 
Woody. The initial in-
vestigation produced few 
leads, and Quick’s re-
mains have never been 
found.

Sheriff Mark Em-
brey recently reopened 
the case after new de-
tails emerged in recent 
months, following a se-
ries of re-interviews with 
individuals connected to 

Quick, Woody said.
“The details suggest 

that Quick was the vic-
tim of a homicide, which 
authorities believe oc-
curred on or about May 
22, 1998,” Woody said.

In a statement, the 
sheriff’s office said inves-
tigators now have “high 
confidence” that Quick’s 
remains are in the Bas-
sett area. Authorities 

are asking for assistance 
from anyone — particu-
larly in Henry County — 
who may know about his 
disappearance.

Woody said the con-
nection to Henry County 
comes from “friendships 
and acquaintances” that 
linked some individu-
als in Nelson County to 
people in the Bassett 
and Martinsville areas of 
Henry County.

After discussing the 
case Tuesday with Em-
brey, Henry County 
Sheriff Wayne Davis 
said his office has no 
substantive evidence to 
indicate Quick’s remains 
are in Henry County.

“There is no area to 
even begin a search for 
his remains,” Davis said.

Woody acknowledged 
the uncertainty, noting 
that the latest inter-

Jeffrey Lee Quick, circa 1998 
(Courtesy of The Charley 
Project)

Ashley and Mike Sigmon pose with a customer waiting on his vehicle.

Construction to restore the Fieldale Pools is underway ahead 
of the 2025 season.

Fast Track gets 
underway Tuesday

The Martinsville-
Henry County Cham-
ber of Commerce Fast 
Track Trade Show 
gets underway Tues-
day, March 4, and 
runs through Wednes-
day, March 5 at the 
Clock Tower at Com-
monwealth Centre on 
Franklin Street.

The two-day event 
includes business-
to-business network-
ing on VIP Business 

Night, set from 4-8 
p.m. on March 4. Ex-
hibitors will receive 
tickets to invite board 
members, customers, 
or guests. 

The event opens to 
the public on March 5 
from 4-7 p.m., with $2 
admission or a dona-
tion of two nonperish-
able food items bene-
fiting Patrick & Henry 
Community College’s 
student food pantry.

� (See Cold Case p. 6)

� (See Supervisors p. 2) � (See Electric Bills p. 3)
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a match for the grant.
Along with its advantages in 

terms of portability and ease of 
use, the LifePak 35 is capable 
of transmitting patient data di-
rectly to the hospital, which en-
ables medical staff to prepare in 
advance for the patient’s arrival. 
This seamless data transfer can 
significantly reduce response 
times and improve patient out-
comes, as hospital teams are al-
ready aware of the patient’s con-
dition before they even arrive.

Also at its February 25 meet-
ing, the board heard from County 
Treasurer Scott Grindstaff about 
a proposal of maintaining the cur-
rent tax schedule but adding a 
due date of Feb. 6.

“I’d like to see the due dates and 
the late dates changed,” Grind-
staff said.

The proposed change would also 
adjust the real estate tax due date 
to October each year. Currently, 
late payments incur a 10 percent 
penalty immediately, but under 
the proposed change, citizens 
would have a 15-day grace period 
before penalties apply. A public 
hearing on the proposed changes 

is scheduled for March 25.
Garrett Dillard, of the Iriswood 

District, asked if the county could 
allow residents to pay taxes with 
a credit card without charging 
a convenience fee. He was told 
that state law requires the county 
to collect 100 percent of the tax. 
Absorbing the fee could cost the 
county a significant amount.

For instance, if the county col-
lected $100,000 and took on the 
cost of the convenience fee, it 
would lose $3,000, according to 
the discussion.

Grindstaff said the county had 
no way around the requirement. 
“Do you want to collect full tax, 

or do you not want to collect full 
tax?”

Pam Cobbler, of the Reed Creek 
District, suggested allowing resi-
dents to make payments in in-
stallments.

“I will tell you right now, 90 per-
cent of those people paid cash,” 
Grindstaff said.

County Administrator and PSA 
Manager Dale Wagoner said that 
General Assembly bills that would 
have removed local control over 
solar farm approvals were not 
passed. However, he expects the 
issue to return next year.

Lisa Hughes, Resident Engineer 
for the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT), updat-
ed the board on local roadwork. 
Work will begin in early March 
near Speedway Convenience Store 
at Dyer Street. VDOT agreed to 
review the speed limit on Reed 
Creek Drive and evaluate road 
markings in the area.

In other matters, the board:
• Approved an additional ap-

propriation of $257,251 received 
from the fiscal year 2025 Virginia 
Fire Programs “Aid-to-Localities” 
fund to purchase a fire truck for 
the Collinsville Volunteer Fire 
Department.

• Approved an additional ap-
propriation of $20,000 from mis-
cellaneous refunds and revenues 
to cover the salary expenses for a 
part-time position in the Circuit 

Court Clerk of Court’s office.
• Approved an additional ap-

propriation of $551,164 received 
from the Virginia Department of 
Education due to the recalculation 
of the average daily membership 
for all school divisions and the in-
crease in funding for the Virginia 
Preschool Initiative. The county 
contributed an additional $32,204 
for the local match to those funds.

• Presented the Community 
Connected Citizen Award to CD 
Prillaman.

• Held a public hearing and ap-
proved the rezoning of 0.53 acres 
in the Blackberry District, from 
Suburban Residential to Rural 
Residential. The applicant wishes 
to place a single-family dwelling 
on the property.

• Reappointed Barry Nelson to 
the Industrial Development Au-
thority for a 4-year term, sched-
uled to expire on March 31, 2029.

• Reappointed Stuart Bowman, 
Glenwood Vaughn, and Hal Dee 
West to the Planning Commission 
for 4-year terms, scheduled to ex-
pire on March 31, 2029.

• Appointed Joseph Pigg, Jr., to 
the Public Safety Authority for an 
unexpired term, scheduled to ex-
pire on January 5, 2028.

• Reappointed Tierra Dillard to 
the Dan River Alcohol Safety Ac-
tion Program Board for a 3-year 
term, scheduled to expire on 
March 31, 2028.

Supervisors
(cont. from page 1)
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276-647-7667

MOUNTAINMEDIANEWS.COM/BEST-OF/

VOTE THROUGH 
FRIDAY, MARCH 21

MAKE US THE BEST 
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WE APPRECIATE 
YOUR VOTE!

117 Broad Street
 Martinsville, VA 

(276) 632-3198
  Call for appt

We offer a variety of high quality
hair pieces for Men & Women!

We have certified fitters to 
ensure the proper fit of our 

mastectomy products!

Mark Heath, president and CEO of the Martinsville-Henry County Economic Development 
Corp., presented an update on the Commonwealth Crossing Project.

One of the LifePak 35 Heart Monitors is 
pictured. Henry County purchased the new 
equipment for the Public Safety Operations 
Division.

Coalition aims to expand 
opportunities for local youth

A coalition of youth-
focused organizations in 
Martinsville and Henry 
County is working to 
empower young people 
and provide them with 
the resources needed to 
reach their full poten-
tial.

Piedmont Commu-
nity Services received a 
$260,609 grant to sup-
port the Helping Youth 
Thrive (HYT) Collabora-
tive, an initiative that 
aligns with the Harvest 
Foundation’s goal of fos-
tering a thriving youth 
culture and offering 
first-class opportunities 
from birth through col-
lege and beyond.

The collaborative 
brings together key com-
munity partners, in-
cluding schools, law en-
forcement, after-school 
programs, and family 
service organizations, to 
create a comprehensive 
support system for local 
youth.

“It’s evident how much 
our community partners 
care about creating an 
environment that sup-
ports families so that 

youth can create paths 
to success,” said Tobie 
Panos, lead community 
organizer and HYT co-
ordinator for Piedmont 
Community Services. 
“The Helping Youth 
Thrive Collaborative 
was created on that very 
foundation.”

Key objectives for the 
grant include offering 
a variety of enrichment 
opportunities for youth 
that could include cook-
ing, dance, music, dra-
ma, outdoor education, 
and sports while ad-
dressing barriers to par-
ticipation like funding 
and transportation. A 
comprehensive invento-
ry of existing youth ser-
vices will be completed 
to prevent redundancy 
and identify gaps along 
with finding creative 
ways to promote these 
activities.

The group will also re-
search successful youth 
programs in other re-
gions and gather feed-
back from local youth 
and adults on new pro-
gram ideas. The collab-
orative will also explore 

research-based practices 
to strengthen local youth 
programming and ex-
pand protective factors 
that promote resilience.

“We’re excited to learn 
about other research-
based practices and how 
we can implement them 
locally to support youth 
to be successful,” Re-
gina Clark, director of 
prevention services for 
Piedmont Community 
Services, said. “Our goal 
in prevention is to in-
crease protective factors 
for students that will ul-
timately build resiliency 
and help them to go af-
ter their goals, despite 
any challenges they may 
face.”

The collaborative 
meets monthly to identi-
fy funding opportunities 
and implement a con-
tinuum of youth services 
in the community. All 
groups and individuals 
interested in supporting 
area youngsters are en-
couraged to participate.

For more informa-
tion, call (276) 201-2382 
or email tpanos@pied-
montcsb.org.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Electric Bills
(cont. from page 1)

(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the de-
sired publication date. Email to dhall@theen-
terprise.net.)
Meetings

Monday, March 3
Economic Development Authority Meeting, 

4 p.m., Gardner Board Room, New College In-
stitute Floor 3, 191 Fayette St, Martinsville.

Thursday, March 6
Henry County School Board meets at 5:30 

p.m., Fieldale Collinsville Middle School, 645 
Miles Road, Collinsville.

Interest meeting for Spencer Penn Centre’s 
Farmers’ Market, 5 p.m. Review rules, regula-
tions and answer questions to potential ven-
dors. 

Tuesday, March 11
Ridgeway Town Council’s regular meeting, 

6:30 p.m., Mayor’s Office, Ridgeway.

Thursday, March 13
City Council Meeting, 7 p.m., Municipal 

Building Council Chambers, 55 W. Church 
Street, Martinsville.

Events

Saturday, March 1
Wild Game Supper, 5 p.m., Stone Memo-

rial Christian Church, variety of food options 
available, including chicken and vegetables. 
Donations appreciated; earmarked for hurri-
cane victims in N.C. and Tenn. 

Storytime at Spencer-Penn, 10 a.m., pro-
gram includes special readers, crafts, and oth-
er fun activities. Registration is not needed. 

Monday, March 3
Vendor meeting for the 2025 season of Mon-

day Market at Fairy Stone, 1 p.m., at Fayer-
dale Hall in Fairy Stone State Park. All inter-
ested vendors are invited to attend.

Tuesday, March 4
Fast Track V.I.P. Business Night, 4-8 p.m., 

at the Clocktower, 300 Franklin St., #240, 
Martinsville.

Wednesday, March 5
Fast Track, Public Night, 4-7 p.m., Clock-

tower, 300 Franklin St., #240, Martinsville.

Friday, March 7
Under The Big Top, 7 p.m., Piedmont Arts, 

215 Starling Ave, Martinsville.

Tuesday, March 11
Debbie Youngman presents a program about 

her new book, “The True Story of The Chris-
tian Cat and the Distillery Dog,” 10:30 a.m., 
Susan L. Adkins Memorial Meeting Room.  

Ameresco, a solar developer, is holding a 
community meeting at 6 p.m., at the Galile-
an House of Worship, 5078 A L Philpott Hwy, 
Martinsville, to discuss their plans to con-
struct a 5 MW solar facility on Jones Ridge 
Road. Any members of the community are wel-
come to learn about the project and have their 
thoughts and opinions be part of the planning 
process

ONGOING

Through Friday, March 14
Piedmont Arts is accepting nominations for 

local businesses and individuals that are in-
volved in and support Piedmont Arts and oth-
er arts and cultural organizations. Recipients 
of the Clyde Hooker Award will be honored 
at a special reception Nominations due by 5 
p.m. at PiedmontArts.org/info/clyde-hooker-
awards.cfm.

Through April 7
Strickland Brothers 10 Minute Oil Change 

(formerly known as Kwik Lube) locations at 
700 Liberty St., Martinsville, and 6518 Greens-
boro Road, Ridgeway, are accepting monetary 
donations to support local school teachers in 
need of supplies, technology, snacks, etc. The 
goal is to raise $50,000 that will be evenly dis-
tributed between school divisions in Henry 
County and Martinsville.

Uptown Pub Run, Mondays at 6.p.m., meets 
at Renewal Brewing 32 Franklin St, Martins-
ville. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Pacific Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth 
Blvd, Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club, 277 Philpott Dam 

Road, Bassett, hosts breakfast on the 2nd Sat-
urday of each month, $9 for adults, and $4 for 
children under 12. All you can eat, sausage, 
fried bologna, eggs, cooked apples, sausage 
gravy, biscuits, made-to-order pancakes, cof-
fee, and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge 
Regional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 
403-5430 to register. 

Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music & 
More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play 
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to 
a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel mu-
sic by different bands each week. If you want, 
bring a snack to share. This event is free to the 
public. Any donations received will go to the 
Bassett Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of 
Natural History and the Henry County YMCA 
with your library card. The passes are good for 
one day and exclude special events. There is a 
wait period before you can check out the pass 
again. For more details and exclusions, visit 
brrl.lib.va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public 
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New 
members are welcome. For more information, 
please call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center 
offers free in-house and online classes to help 
prepare for college, career, or earn your high 
school equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-
9585.

Neighbors in the Know. Join staff and vol-
unteers in the Hylton Library at the Spencer 
Penn Centre for activities and socializing on 
the first and third Monday of each month. A 
different presentation and activity weekly, fol-
lowed by a way to get you moving. The program 
is an hour long and activities for children will 
be provided. Every third Monday, 10-11 a.m., 
a music program will be provided. This free 
program is perfect for all ages. Registration is 
not required

ment apartment,” she said.
Carter criticized the increased rates and added 

that they contradict the city’s motto.
“You say it’s a ‘city without limits,’ but there 

are limits when you have three electric bills that 
combine to be $1,500,” she said.

Carter also said the electric bills seem to go up 
despite a lack of change in how energy is being 
used within the residence “There’s no change 
in washing clothes, there’s no change in heat, 
there’s no change in any of that, and the bills just 
continue to go up and up and up,” she said.

Carter, who is originally from New York, 
shared some of the differences she saw between 
New York City and Martinsville and questioned 
where the money from the high bills is going. 

“Where is the money going? I’m not trying 
to be funny, but I look at one thing that hasn’t 
gone up in my bill over the 15 years I’ve been in 
my house is the garbage, and that’s because the 
trash is being picked up by the people who are 
incarcerated. You go someplace like New York 
City, picking up the trash is a government job, 
people making $50 an hour for that. Here, even 
with that, it’s just neglecting the inmates. The 
average inmate probably doesn’t have somebody 
to give them this or give them that, so the $19 
or $20 that they’ve been picking up trash for 20 
years, and now these price increases on water 
and sewer and electric, but no price increase for 
them?” Carter said.

Mr. Mayham, another resident, said he was 
shocked by his first electricity bill after moving 
into a one-bedroom apartment.

“I’m not home 60 percent of the time. The 
first 19 days in this residence… I got a bill for 
$413.55,” he said.

Mayham also noted discrepancies in billing.
“What bothers me the most is, I can go two 

streets over on either side, and the people with 
bigger houses than I have, and they have a 
cheaper light bill,” Mayham said, adding that 
this has been an ongoing issue. 

“I know that the city council has been dealing 
with this issue for over 10 years, and all we, as 

citizens, have been seeing is increase, increase, 
increase,” he said.

Mayham also shared the struggles from the 
perspective of someone on a fixed income. “I live 
on a fixed income. If I pay this electric bill and my 
rent, I don’t have anything left out of my check.”

He called on city officials to take action. “As a 
citizen, and as you all being our representatives, 
we have got to do something. Citizens cannot 
make it. We cannot make it with the income that 
we get, especially on a fixed income,” Mayham 
said.

He warned that higher utility costs could con-
tribute to increased crime rates in the city.

“People are going to do what they’ve got to do 
to try and survive,” he said. “It’s going to just in-
crease crime in the city of Martinsville.”

City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides ac-
knowledged residents’ concerns, emphasizing 
that raising rates was not an easy decision for 
council members. “When you talk about the elec-
tric bill, the council hears you,” she said. “This 
was a very, very tough decision for them.”

Ferrell-Benavides explained that Martinsville 
is one of the few cities that provides electricity to 
its residents, and as a reseller, the city faces ris-
ing wholesale energy costs.

“The issues that we had as a reseller (face), 
prices are rising while incomes are not, and we 

recognize that—as all of us actually live here in 
the city,” she said.

She assured residents that the city is looking 
for solutions.

“We are committed as a team,” she said. “Mr. 
(Aaron) Rawls has been working on some grant 
projects and other things, looking at what we can 
do to assist our residents.”

Ferrell-Benavides also noted that the issue ex-
tends beyond Martinsville.

“This is a problem not just in Martinsville,” 
she said. “This is a problem all over the country 
as we are buying electrical services from some-
one else.”

She encouraged residents to explore assistance 
programs available for utility relief.

“We’re going to work with our staff to make 
sure that we are reaching out to citizens because 
we see this and we hear this over and over,” she 
said. “But we’re going to try and do everything 
that we can to assist our citizens.”

In other matters, the council:
*Heard an update on the demolition list and 

process by Building Official and Zoning Admin-
istrator Kris Bridges.

*Heard a financial update from Chief Financial 
Officer Richard Steinfeld. The report is available 
on the city website.

*Approved the February 18 meeting minutes.

Building Official and Zoning Administrator Kris Bridges 
shared an update on the city’s demolition list.

Chief Financial Officer Richard Stenfield provided a financial 
update at the meeting.

Applications open for 77th annual Camp Woods & Wildlife
Applications are now open for the 77th annual 

Camp Woods & Wildlife, which will take place 
June 16-20 at the Holiday Lake 4-H Educational 
Center near Appomattox. Hosted by the Virginia 
Department of Forestry (DOF), the camp pro-
vides an action-packed week for approximately 
60 youth campers. The deadline to apply is April 
11.

Camp Woods & Wildlife offers an immersive 
experience made possible through the support 
of partner conservation agencies, organizations, 
and businesses. Classes led by natural resource 
professionals cover a variety of topics, including 
wildlife habitat, tree identification, forest ecolo-
gy, invasive species, careers in natural resources, 

and environmental protection. Campers par-
ticipate in both classroom learning and outdoor 
activities in Appomattox-Buckingham State For-
est, Virginia’s largest state forest.

The camp concludes with the popular “lumber-
jack contest,” which features individual and team 
competitions such as crosscut sawing, bow saw-
ing, and the log toss. Financial sponsorship from 
natural resource partners ensures that every 
camper selected receives a scholarship, reducing 
the cost of the weeklong residential camp to $95.

“Camp courses are taught by natural resource 
professionals from DOF and several of our part-
ners, with a mix of classroom and outdoor explor-
atory activities to ensure a balance of learning 

and skill building,” said Conservation Education 
Coordinator and Camp Coordinator Ellen Pow-
ell. “Our goal is to expose campers to the wide 
range of careers in natural resources and inspire 
tomorrow’s foresters, wildlife biologists, and ecol-
ogists.”

Applicants must be Virginia residents between 
the ages of 13 and 16, in good academic standing, 
and have an interest in natural resources. Pre-
vious attendees are not eligible. A non-relative 
adult familiar with the student’s interests must 
complete the nominator section and submit the 
application by April 11.

For more information, visit the Camp Woods & 
Wildlife page on the DOF website.
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Zeldin’s Five Pillars
As I have discussed in 

a previous column, my 
Congressional calendar 
is going to be filled with 
new assignments.

I still serve on the 
House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, 
but I was recently ap-
pointed as chair of the 
Committee’s Subcom-
mittee on Environment.

The Trump Adminis-
tration will be pursuing 
a number of environ-
mental reforms to un-
leash American energy 
dominance and lower 
the costs of energy con-
sumption.

One of Trump’s first 
Executive Orders de-
clared a national energy 
emergency to facilitate 
domestic energy produc-
tion.

Another Order re-
scinded President 
Biden’s executive ac-
tions that restricted 
Alaskan energy develop-
ment.

Alaska will now be 
free of regulations that 
hindered its ability to 
explore and develop 
liquified natural gas in 
the region.

A key asset to carry-
ing out Trump’s envi-
ronmental agenda is the 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA). The 
agency is now headed by 
my former colleague in 
the U.S. House, Admin-
istrator Lee Zeldin.

After Zeldin’s confir-
mation in January, he 
went right to work.

Zeldin visited disas-
ter-impacted communi-
ties in North Carolina, 
Los Angeles and East 
Palestine.

As it pertains to the 
wildfire recovery ef-
forts in Los Angeles, the 
EPA is engaged in the 
agency’s largest wildfire 
cleanup ever.

These visits come on 
the heels of Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance’s visit 
to Southwest Virginia, 
where he met with Gov-
ernor Youngkin in Da-
mascus to update the 
region on Hurricane He-
lene recovery efforts.

The Trump Adminis-
tration has signaled its 
commitment to helping 
these communities re-
spond, rebuild and re-
cover.

Further, Zeldin is 
heading a new initiative 
at the EPA.

“Powering the Great 
American Comeback” 
consists of five pillars 

to promote environmen-
tal stewardship without 
restricting economic 
growth.

Pillar One is entitled 
“Clean Air, Land and 
Water for Every Ameri-
can.”

President Trump was 
committed in his first 
term to conservation 
efforts, cleanup of haz-
ardous waste sites and 
reduction of emissions 
in the air while fostering 
economic growth. Pil-
lar One reaffirms those 
practices.

Pillar Two is “Restore 
American Energy Domi-
nance.”

During President 
Biden’s Administration, 
domestic energy produc-
tion was hampered by 
“green new deal” poli-
cies.

Biden imposed a pause 
on approving terminal 
applications for export-
ing liquified natural gas.

Biden’s actions also 
shut down the Keystone 
XL Pipeline, which could 
have helped the United 
States prevent draining 
our Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve.

And the Keystone XL 
Pipeline would have 
kept gas prices lower.

By unleashing Ameri-
can energy, Trump will 
bolster American energy 
security and over time 
help lower the fuel costs 
we saw rise sharply un-
der Biden.

Pillar Three focuses 
on permitting reform.

In line with the above, 
too many burdensome 
regulations undercut 
our ability to attract in-
vestments from able and 
innovative companies.

Zeldin makes it a goal 
of his EPA to work with 
state and federal author-
ities to ensure projects 
are not unreasonably ha-
rassed by radical left en-
vironmentalist policies, 
but instead welcomed 
with appropriate envi-
ronmental oversight.

By streamlining this 
process, companies can 
invest millions in our 
nation and promote job 

growth.
Pillar Four sets a goal 

of making the United 
States the world’s arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) 
capital.

AI data centers take a 
lot of energy in order to 
operate. We need energy 
at a cost that is competi-
tive, or we will lose the 
race to lead on AI.

Recently, Vice Presi-
dent Vance visited 
France for the global AI 
Action Summit.

Needless to say, AI is 
an emerging phenom-
enon with implications 
for economic growth, se-
curity and governance. 
It is critical for the U.S. 
to not fall behind, and I 
am glad that Zeldin rec-
ognizes this.

The fifth and final pil-
lar emphasizes Ameri-
can manufacturing of 
cars and vehicles.

The auto industry 
faced considerable con-
cerns under the Biden 
Administration. Biden’s 
“green new deal” poli-
cies promoted the use 
of electric vehicles and 
discouraged consumers 
from purchasing Amer-
ican-made gas-powered 
cars.

In many parts of the 
United States, includ-
ing large segments of 
the Ninth District, elec-
tric vehicles are just not 
practical at this time.

Further, such poli-
cies threaten American 
auto manufacturing jobs 
and an industry that so 
many American families 
rely upon.

Protecting and bring-
ing back these auto jobs 
to the U.S. is a step in 
the right direction for 
the EPA.

These five pillars will 
take into careful account 
environmental steward-
ship while inheriting the 
energy demands of the 
country.

As chair of the Envi-
ronment Subcommittee, 
I will explore ways to 
support Administrator 
Zeldin in Powering the 
Great American Come-
back.

Call the Abingdon of-
fice at (276) 525-1405, 
the Christiansburg of-
fice at (540) 381-5671, or 
email by visiting www.
morgangriffith.house.
gov with questions or 
comments
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AARP Came for Me First. Now 
the Funeral Home Is Calling.
At a certain point, I 

started being courted 
by the AARP.

“AARP” stands for 
American Association 
of Retired Persons.

I was well below 
their age minimum, 
which is 50, though re-
ally 50 is just the age 
for receiving benefits; 
they take anyone aged 
18 and up. However, 
I figured their early 
start at wooing poten-
tial new members was 
well planned out. 

They no doubt in-
stinctively knew, or 
certainly had learned 
from experience, that 
we are all delusional 
on everlasting youth; 
no one wants to face 
up being on the down-
hill side of over-the-
hill. 

They clearly already 
had figured out that 
the first mailing they 
sent out would be 
thrown away immedi-
ately, the receiver in 
shock and denial and 
insulted over being 
thought ‘to be getting 
old.’

They figured it 
would take a few 
years to face up to it. 
They were getting me 

used to the idea so 
that by the time I re-
ally was their thresh-
old age of 50, I would 
have stopped throw-
ing away their mail-
ings and perhaps be 
more likely to open 
them.

When I first got 
a mailing from the 
AARP, I sent a picture 
of it to the family in 
our group text, hoping 
for and getting some 
sympathy along with 
some chuckles, and I 
was not disappointed.

I’ve never been one 
to use car trunk orga-
nizers. It seemed like 
an oxymoron: Why 
put something else in 
the back of your car in 
your quest to keep the 
car cleaner?

Yet for some odd 
reason, when Aldi had 
car trunk organizers 
for sale, I bought one. 

A week later, lo and 
behold, in the mailbox 
was an offer from the 
AARP: if I joined right 
now, I’d get a free car 
trunk organizer. 

I took a picture of it 
and sent the picture 
on the family group 
text explaining that 
this came a mere week 
after I had bought one.

I was expecting 
them to laugh with 
me, not at me, but 
my brother replied, 
“Well, you fit the de-
mographic.”

Touché.
Now, though, things 

have escalated a level 
to something that had 
never occurred to me 
before.

I just got my first so-
licitation from a local 
funeral home, inviting 
me to go ahead and 
pay in advance for my 
funeral.

Holly 
Kozelsky

Area man not racist
MARTINSVILLE, 

VA — For one night, 
Rob Timmins thought 
he was in deep trouble. 
He was facing the loss 
of his job. He was afraid 
he would be ostracized 
by his peers and loved 
ones. 

“It was a simple mis-
understanding,” Tim-
mins said. “It may seem 
unbelievable, but for 
one deeply uncomfort-
able evening, people 
mistakenly thought I 
was a racist.”

The trouble began, 
Timmins said, when he 
made a post on Facebook.

“I had ventured to the 
parlor for the evening 
where I planned to enjoy 
a small snifter of Louis 
XIII and a reread of Al-
exander Pope’s ‘An Essay 
on Criticism,’” Timmins 
said. “Suddenly, I was 
taken by the impulse 
to share a few of my 
thoughts on social media, 
specifically regarding 
The Woke Mind Virus 
and those lying liberals.”

Timmins shared the 
post and immediately re-
tired to his bedchamber. 
The next morning, he 
awakened to chaos.

“My post had gone 
viral and my page was 
flooded with hateful 
rhetoric,” Timmins said. 
“All this, just because I 
had referred to Congress-
man Hakeem Jeffries as 
a ‘monkey.’”

While many would 

consider describing a 
black man as a monkey 
to be not just racist, but 
old-school Ku Klux Klan-
style racist, there was 
just one problem:

Rob Timmins isn’t rac-
ist.

“It’s true,” Timmins 
said. “I’m not racist. In 
fact, I don’t have a rac-
ist bone in my body. The 
doctors say they’ve never 
seen anything like it.”

Timmins’ friends were 
relieved to hear the 
news.

“I’ve known Rob for 
more than 20 years now,” 
said Kevin Dupree, a for-
mer classmate of Tim-
mins. “Our kids play soc-
cer together. When I saw 
that he had said a whole 
bunch of really racist 
things, I was horrified. I 
thought, ‘Is this how he 
thinks of me and my fam-
ily? Has he ever made 
any racist comments to 

my son?’ So you can 
just imagine my relief 
to get personal assur-
ance from Rob that he 
isn’t actually a racist.”

“In fact,” added Du-
pree, “Rob said that 
he’s ‘colorblind’ and he 
doesn’t care if someone 
is black, white, or pur-
ple. Now, I’m pretty 
open-minded, but I’d 
probably do a double-
take if I saw a purple 
guy walking down the 
street. I guess I have a 
lot to learn from Rob.”

Local activist Bre-
anna Shaw said that she 
felt she owed Timmins 
an apology. 

“I’ll admit, when I saw 
his post on Facebook, I 
shared it,” Shaw said. 
“I pointed out that I 
had more than 100 mu-
tual friends with this 
guy who was obviously 
screamingly racist, many 
of whom had liked his 
post. But then Rob Tim-
mins said he wasn’t rac-
ist at all. In fact, he said 
that he was probably the 
LEAST racist person on 
Earth!”

“It’s just remarkable,” 
Shaw added. “A few years 
back at a book signing, 
I met Ibram X. Kendi, 
author of the 2019 non-
fiction work ‘How to Be 
an Antiracist.’ I always 
assumed that he would 
be the least racist person 
I’d ever meet, but time 
makes fools of us all.”

For Timmins’ part, 
he just hopes that in 
future, people will be 
more careful before mak-
ing assumptions about 
him based solely on the 
things that he says or 
does.

“Really, I think that 
calling me a racist is a 
perfect example of ‘re-
verse racism,’” Timmins 
said. “We shouldn’t just 
automatically assume 
the worst about people. 
After all, ALL lives mat-
ter.”

Of course, Timmins 
said, some online com-
menters still weren’t 
satisfied, even after he 
assured them that he 
wasn’t a racist. To si-
lence these critics, Tim-
mins hauled out his 
trump card.

“One of my best friends 
is black,” he said. “He’s 
very articulate. He’s 
definitely one of the good 
ones.”
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P&HCC releases list of student honors
Patrick & Henry Community College 

(P&HCC) released the names of stu-
dents on the Honors and President’s 
Lists for the Fall of 2024. 

Honors List 
Axton: Dawson Leslie Allen, Kolby 

Lynn Davis, Jonah A. Fitzgerald, Luis 
Garcia Zuniga, Ambar Guadalupe Gar-
cia-Alvarez, Jade McKenzie Gravely, 
Nia Nekohl Green, Brooklyn Augusta 
Faith Griggs, Deamber Lynn Harris, 
Lydia Grace Hinsen, Emily Suellen 
Holder, Jane Vaisalina Lavea, Kath-
erine Marie Lawson, Taylor Michelle 
Lovette, Latara J. Martin, Abbie Grace 
Moxley, Hannah Noelle Moxley, Chan-
dler Bryson Norman, Ramon Julian 
Rodriguez, Catlin Jade Rogers, Donna 
Paola Ruiz Tiznado, C’Azia Smith-
Mitchell, Jesus Alejandro Soto Ray-
goza, Mackenzie Leigh Taylor, Alexis 
Altamirano Tiznado

Bassett: Kristen Reed Alderman, Lo-
gan Ryan Allen, Tyler Andrew Belcher, 
Cole Phillip Byrd, Alexsandra Nicole 
Campbell, Dakota Wayne Clark, Mi-
chael Lee Clark, Salvador Coca-Lobo, 
Marjorie Seleny Davis, Lane Garrett 
Deatherage, Benjamin Yitzak Flores, 
Meleny Garcia Nolazco, Sandra Gail 
George, Emily G Gilley, Edward Wal-
ter Gravely, Christina Hairston, Xza-
vyanna Sincere Hairston, Mari Grace 
Haynes, Hailey Stacia Helms, Paulo 
Ernesto Hernandez, Megan Justina 
Joseph, Gavin Dwayne Kendrick, Alli-
son Dawn Kitzmiller, Darius Tramaine 
Lane, Elijah Cole Lavinder, Yureidy 
Crystal Lopez-Lopez, David Andrew 
Marshall, Lauren Elise Victoria Mar-
shall, Alexa Xitlai Martell-Rios, Mor-
gan Elizabeth McCrary, Ryan James 
Miller, Isaiah Malaki Mitchell, Shan-
non Elise Mitchell, Dakota Eugene 
Moore, Laken Faith Porter, Courtney 
Jovon Price, Koda Harlan Rainer, 
Faith Alexandria Reyell, Hayden Mi-
chael Robertson, Amber Nicole Ror-
rer, Makayla Nicole Rumley, Vanessa 
Marie Sanchez, Ian J. Stiehler, Alison 
Danielle Stokes, Logan Marie Surber, 
Kaylee Michelle Towler, Aaron Mi-
chael Tucker, Seth Lee Turner, Shane-
sia Turner, Zuleima Vasquez-Zuniga, 
Chloe Jean-Ellen Wood.

Collinsville: Pedro Cesar Almeida, 
McKenzie Sarah Branch, Kenny Chase 
Clark, Mckenzie Faith Clark, Arthur 
Cosentino Moreira Pessoa, Amy Marie 
Cox, Jose Antonio Diaz Alvarez, Deme-
trus Juwan Dillard, William Cameron 
Henderson, Kaitlin Rayne Hodges, 
Jackson Bruce Kaylor, Austin Tyler 
Martin, Isaiah Marquis Martin, Kai-
ley Marie Martin, William Jonathan 
McGinn, Wiley Thomas Nance, Emilio 
Yabili Nyandwe, Bethany Payne, Prin-
cess Ashley Perez, Jerónimo Petracchi, 
Emre Shaun Recep, Ian Altayr Recil-
las, Caden Richter, Ulises A. Saligan, 
Jacqueline Santiago-Perez, Sarah 
Ruth Tolbut, Bradlee Vasconcelo, Re-
nee M. Wood, Ethan Jeffery Yates.

Fieldale: Katlyn Hope Barbour, Bri-
anna Yolanda Blake, Sommer Nicole 
Carter, Holden Draper, William Kolbey 
Mitchell, Rickyah Mitchell-Hairston, 
William Lawrence Shilling IV, William 
Randall Smith, Ronnie Marshall Tur-
pin, Emily Diane Williams.

Martinsville: Jonathan Adams Jr., 
Madison Grace Adkins, Elvin Ariel 
Amaya Turcios, Naun Isai Andrade 
Paredes, Carina Fiona Aquilo, Ja’Onna 
Nicole Baker, Jakayle Shanelle Bal-
lard, Juliana Rose Bishop, Aubrey 
Blankenbaker, Brianna Ke-Chell 
Board, Adreiana Nicole Bowers, Sarah 
Lynn Campbell, Cadence Lynn Carter, 
Ne’Airra Brielle Chisholm, Johnny 
Owen Clerc, Kirsten Haley Compton, 
Christopher Logan Copening, J’Muri 
Craig, Mayra Yesenia De La Ro Cruz, 
Caroline Elizabeth Davis, Nathan 
Spencer Davis, Christopher Nicholas 
Dejesus, Kaitlyn Deann Denny, Ka-
mori Dillard, Blake Lee Dillon, Isaac 
Matthew Dillon, Gabriel Andieris Dod-
son, Livan Sebastian Dodson, Jaylen J. 
Eggleston, Madison Faith Emmerson, 
Azlyn Alexandra Espana-Becerra, Ri-
ley Mathew Evans, Tracey Danielle 
Fitzgerald, Isac Armando Flores, Ruby 
Jacqueline Flores, Chekiya Galloway, 
Christopher Adrian Garcia-Rosales, 
DaiZhawn Khalil Giggetts, Kendra 
Gill, Matthew Lonnie Gilley, Alley 
Jordan Gongloff, Rachael Gooch, Aly-
son Brooke Gravely,  Breona Chariee 
Gravely, Aleisha Danielle Hagwood, 
Gauge Anthony Hairston, LaVontae 
Delyah Hairston, London Mylan Hair-
ston, Marquis Antonio Hairston, Paul 
Rahone Hairston, Rachel E. Hairston, 
Tayshaun Jeffery Hairston, Dawood 
Ahmad Haji, Ian Riley Hale, Joseph 
Luke Haynes, Holden Lane Hendricks, 
Abigail Hernandez, Kimberly Her-
nandez, Betzaida Hernandez-Mata, 
De’Nyiran Tyjuahn Hodge, Ny’Kerion 
Vashaun Hodge, Jonathan Micheal 
Holt Sr., Aidan Hood, Andrew T. Hop-
kins, Makenzie Kamori Hylton, Jesus 
Arturo Jimenez Chavez, Jonathan 
Axel Jimenez-Chavez, Shakina Ariel 
Johnson, Casey Michael Jones, Jahrine 

Ezekiel Jones, Teniah Armani Jones, 
Jacob Nathaniel Kallam, Aerran Ely-
sia Kellam, Jada Nicole Kelsey, Jerry 
Clinton Larue, Emileigh Jean Lawless, 
DeVontae O. Long, Oliver Ortiz Lo-
pez, Bobby Wayne Martin Jr., Honesty 
Martin, Lasandra W. Martin, Xavier 
Jamal Martin, Sandy Pulliam Marti-
nez Torres, Alexis Martinez-Hernan-
dez, Haylee McBride, Patrick Nelson 
McCrickard, Miles Cutter McNulty, 
Elijah Bishop Meeks, Skyylar Miller, 
Savannah Faith Minter Aaliyyah Mir-
iam Mitchell, Ethan Lawrence Mon-
trief, Gregory Isaiah Moore, Nicholas 
Moore, Brianna Ocampo-Suarez, Jun 
Hermes Olea, Hannah Grace Overton, 
Nathaniel Lane Overton, Katlyn Lou-
ise Owen, Jacey Claire Pamintuan, 
Mary Jane Patterson, Nathaniel Pear-
son, Jada Nave’ Penn, Qyaria Shante’ 
Penn, Journey Faith Porter, Christo-
pher Thomas Praino,Trevor O’Brian 
Preston, Alannah Brayden Pruitt, 
Vericonia Tarshell Ramey, Glen Aaron 
Revel, Jailyn Omarion Reynolds, Mi-
randa D. Reynolds, Janetzy Merideth 
Rodriguez, Luis Roberto Romero, Ca-
leb Austin Royal, Bryan Ruiz, Lillie 
Catherine Sapp, Evan Merl Shivley, 
Brian Edward Shockley III, William 
Lewis Stanley, Reese Starnes, Ryan 
Stewart, Allison Danielle Stokes, Lau-
ra Nichole Sutphin, Hunter S. Sweet, 
Masaya Takahashi, Ivan Gabriel Tor-
res, Autumn Wrey Turner,  Kendra 
Renea Turner, Christopher Markeith 
Tyler, Gustavo Vera-Carrillo, Damien 
Lee Vermillion, Cheyenne Whitlock, 
Alexis Williams, Kaira Merci Womack, 
Kaya Renee Yates, Noah Alexander 
Young, Senovia Evaluz Zuniga.

Ridgeway: Shyanne Nicole Alder-
man, Terri-Lynn Sifford Bancroft, 
Preston M Bullard, Chelsey Suzanne 
Carter, Kailyn Grace Carter, Makay-
la Leigh Chisholm, Isabella Marie 
Clark, Jacob Wilson Conway, Danielle 
Elizabeth Edwards, Brayden Alex-
ander Gamble, Luke Scott Gardner, 
Jarrett Storm Hairston, Jontae A. 
Hairston, Terrence Hairston, Kyndal 
Grace Handy, Colin Havens, Kinsley 
Humphries, Colin Lauvray, William 
Ray Mabe, Saige Danielle McBride, 
Kailan Joy Moss, Chandler Motley, 
Tysean Avontae Moyer, Hanh Nguyen, 
Blake Campbell Oakes, Abigail Grace-
lynn Philips, Carlie Pritchett, Larrah 
Ainsley Rigney, Brianna Evon Scales, 
Jada Marie Setliff, Shaley Karel 
Shreve, Mary Jane Silvers, Elizabeth 
Grace Smith, Mikayla Jae Thomas, 
Michael Emerson Thompson, Carlin 
Lance Turbeville, Jeffery Ethan Wal-
lace, Faith Kelia Wingfield, Helaina 
Wright. 

Spencer: Allie N Brown, Tristin 
Renee Burks, Cameron Dwayne Cas-
sell, Joshua Bradley Graham, Kursten 
Lynnette Hylton, Lauren Murphy, Lu-
cas James Taylor, Sara Liane Thomas, 
Markus Leigh. Vernon

Stanleytown: Angelica N. Richard-
son.

President’s List 
Axton: Hannah Grace Barker, Au-

tumn Reese Cairo, Carlos Jahir Car-
illo-Hernandez, Joshua Eanes, Paula 
L. Eanes, Monserrat Elena Espinosa, 
Gabrielle Fountain, Angel Alexander 
Gil-Reyes, Rachel Cathy Griffin, Am-
ber Simone Harris, Riley Harris, Jose-
linne Hernandez-Romero, Jessica Or-
tiz-Espana, Paula Ann Painter, Trinity 
Jean Roberts, Andrea Yumiksi Sando-
val-Robles, Hayden Matthew Swiney, 
Kevin Evigael Tiznado Marmolejo, 
Saul Valle-Villa, Brandon Robert Wy-
att.

Bassett: William Jason Alverson, 
Jenny Jackeline Castro-Bermudez, Da-
vid W. Craig, Brittany Cruz-Maldona-
do, Lucas James Dalton, Ashley Nicole 
DeLong, Tiffani Martin Dillon, Austin 
Matthew Fields, Brayden Leander Fol-
ey, Carson Foley, Cassidy Cheyenne 
Foley, Ty Lane Forbes, Halie Joyce 
Foster, Lesley R. Fox, Atzel Garcia-
Lopez, Jeremyah Hairston, Francisco 
Miguel Vigo Hall, Christopher Aaron 
Hicks, Kameron Markelle Hodge, Dan-
ielle Sage Knott, Austin Michael Lam-
kin, Peyton Nicole Lewis, Jaime Lopez, 
Emily Grace Lyons, Logan Marie Man-
ley, Olivia Nicole Martin, Alexandria 
Jean Moore, Gustavo Moreira, Grace 
Amelia Naff, Jessica Nolazco, Mitch-
ell Austin Nolen, Kreg O’Hara, Kay-
lee Grace Pettit, Landon Prillaman, 
Austin Tyler Rigney, Ethan B. Roldan, 
Jacob Sebastian, Bailey Levi Stanley, 
Sarah D. Still, Jacob Tilley, Breanna 
Vargas, Grace Ellen Webster.

Collinsville: Alex Joan Arellano-
Ortiz, Bethany Dawn Barbour, Freddie 
Joe Brim, Carson Haze Byrd, Tamara 
Dawn Callahan, Lauren Marie Carter, 
Meyonka O’lisha Carter, Christopher 
Dylan Chappell, Colton James Collins, 
Kaden Elias Collins, Brendon Samuel 
Easley, Kalise Rena Eggleston, Ja-
mie Lynn Ferguson, Michael J. Foley, 
Nathan Eli Goad, Joao Victor Pre-
stes Gomes, Carleigh Brooke Gravitt, 
Kaia Kennedy Hairston, Serenity 

Nevaeh Hairston, Cameron Timothy 
Hale, Abigail Fae Haskew, Nyasia Ja-
nae Herndon, Porter Hastin Hodnett, 
Pamela Lester Holland, Karl Yngva 
Frank Johansson, Riley Tanner Joyce, 
Noah Thomas Keeler, Caroline Marie 
Knouse, Jaylen James Lide, Scott Wil-
liam Manning, Emily Addison Martin, 
Silvia D. Maya, Isaac M. McKissick, 
Jakyari Menefee, Kaitlyn Paige Miner, 
Jakayse Monroe, Ella Faith Montgom-
ery, Gustavo Moreira, Emiliano Nolla 
Maldonado, Aaron Osgood, Krishna 
Pankajkumar Patel, Tyler Ryne Pow-
ell, Riley Taylor Reed, Luis Santos 
Castro, Hannah Nicole Schelling, Mag-
gie Alexis Sechrist, Morgan Raine Se-
christ, Ashtyn Donald Skillen, Valery 
Nicole Smith, Samantha Wall, Char-
ity Cayden Taylor Whitfield, Kayla B. 
Wood.

Fieldale: Troy William Draper, 
Anthony Richard Lafemina, Jessanie 
Ny’Rene Martin, Linzie Faith Mullins, 
Keri Allyson Scott, Hunter Scott Spen-
cer, Jasmine Shavonne Tinsley, Cole 
Alexander Wilkinson. 

Martinsville: Anastasia Alexus 
Adams, Adam Luis Aguilar, Aidan 
Fury Amos, Charley Ann Amos, Vic-
tor Manual Barajas, Reagan Elizabeth 
Barker, Hudson Bell, Christian C. 
Beltran, Joseph Christopher Bennett, 
Abigail Catherine Branson, Bryson 
Broadnax, Jessica Marie Campbell, 
Yadira Carillo Tamayo, Keara Lanette 
Carter, Dalton Orion Chandler, Bayl-
iss Brown Coleman, Ana Marie Comp-
ton, Karli Anne Compton, Kaydence 
Noelle Compton, Ashlan Rena Cook, 
Avery L. Cook, Madison Shea Crowe, 
Hayden Jack Cundiff, Amabeli Batista 
Da Silva, Kylee A. Deatherage, Josh-
uah Thomas Dehart, Jecci Adolfo Del-
cid-Contreras, Zaniah Ariana Dillard, 
Ryan Dimingo, Kristian Zion Dodson, 
Jimmy Dong, Alyssa Shae Draper, 
Jordan Blare Draper, Xavier Patrick 
Dunham, Meagan Elizabeth Durham, 
Heather Elaine Eakin, Baileigh Sage 
Easter, Kristen Michelle Esget, Jayden 
Latrale Estes, Makayla Grace Evans, 
Abdullah Farooq, Jamirah Farris, 
Aaron Flores, Damaris Tameil Fod-
drell, Malachi J. Ford, Layla Renay 
Garrett, Maxine Garrett, Ava Brooke 
Grant, Jason Andrew Grigg, Jamarion 
Deonte Hagwood, Colby Garrett Hair-
field, Amari L. Hairston, Angel Rose 
Hairston, Marcus Deshawn Hairston, 
Sanaa Lavae Hairston, Tamier Doug-
las Hairston, Ya’Kir O’Zarrion Hair-
ston, Lauren Hall, Hailey Jade Harris, 
Jordan Wayne Harris, David Hernan-
dez-Arteaga, Deniyah Shanice Hight-
ower, Avery William Hodges, Camden 
Holland, Isabella Juliann Hood, Claire 
Sue Howe, Ethan Wayne Huff, Noah 
Elijah Hunter, Krystal Ingram, Nich-
olas Hatcher Jenkins, Tanya Flood 
Jones Harrison, Abby Nicole Jones, 
Grace Kellam-Robinson, Mollie Kate 
Kenny, Katlyn Alexis Kinney, Nicholas 
Alan Kurczewski, Jose Antonio Lara-
Alvarado, Aubrey Shae Lawrence, 
Brayden Nathaniel Lawrence, Bran-
don Wayne Lawson, Kaleigh Deanne 
Lawson, Trenton Arthur Lewis, Trinity 
Kay Lewis, Nathaniel Lee Lilly, Ash-
ley Marishka Lintag, Candice Nicole 
Lucas, Gavin Luke Luther, Monserrat 
MacHuca Tiznado, Aziah Kamori Mar-

tin, Skyla Martin, Johanna Cynthia 
Maxie, Laura Marie McCarvell, Ken-
nedy McPherson, Kaden Christopher 
Mellot, Emma McPherson Metzger, 
Andrew L. Miles, Nabria Millner, Ari 
Maezel Mills, Sayvion Jamal Milton, 
Tristyn Orien Morris, Amber Nicole 
Mullins, Emma Nester, John Nguyen, 
Scarlett Grace Norman, Cory Wayne 
Osborne, Emma May Parker, Naikeem 
Deontae Penn, Allison Andrea Platero, 
Candice M. Prillaman, Latisha Tanica 
Ray, Linzie Brook Register, Shelby 
Makayla Rigney,  Ailyn Stephanie Ri-
vera Hernandez, Edwin Javier Rive-
ra-Macarena, Terriah D’Nae Roberts, 
Laila Raquel Rodriguez, Lillian Marie 
Rorrer, Mason Crenshaw Rorrer, Jorge 
Ruiz-Tamayo, Alexys Monique Rumley, 
Kale McKinley Rutter, Crystal Dayana 
Santacruz-Sanchez, Diamond Tehya 
Scott-VanCedarfield, Ana Gisel Serra-
no Rodriguez, Alesia R. Shelton, Caden 
Alexander Shively, Karlee Moran Shiv-
ley, Jariyah Y. Smith, Jaylen Roy Solo-
mon, Dylan Spencer, Armani Stockton, 
Tyler Jackson Sturm, Katelynn Ann 
Taylor, Amare Nashawn Thaxton, Ma-
son D. Thornhill, Josie Grace Tongue, 
Martiniano Torres Orozco, Kassandra 
Lee Trynham, Brooke Allison Turner, 
Eden Noelle Turner, Shumaine Daniell 
Turner, Isabella Haze Vega, Abagail 
Renee Viers, Ava Johannah Walker, 
Destiny Walker, Ceaysia Donyay 
Waller, Jaylen Christopher Waller, 
Avianna Zanae Watkins, Braden Gary 
Webb, Ralph Natavious Wiggins, Jodi 
Michelle Wilmouth, Timarius Wilson, 
Alisha Marie Winston, Elijah Malikia 
Witcher, Le’Andre Trevon Witcher, 
Roger Woody, Chloe Isabella Wray, 
Mika Dorothy Zimmerman.

Ridgeway: Kaylee Jean Barrow, 
Peyton Brightwell, Luke John Burgess, 
Hailey Anne Burkey, Justin Chandler, 
Alex Ethan Clark, Rustin James Do-
navant, Wesley Sye Eggleston, Nicole 
Edler, Ian Michael Ferguson, Evelyn 
Garcia-Mena, Karis Faith Grady, 
Bryce Robert Hairston, Ereka Chantay 
Hairston, Ava Elizabeth Knight, Levi 
Lauvray, Grayson Reid Lawson, Emily 
Lemons, Maegan Reece Mabe, Allison 
McDaniel, Isaiah Miller, Khameryn 
Millner, McKenzie Warner Newcomb, 
Colby Hudson Owen, Leah Toamae 
Penn, Thomas Lee Powell, Taylor 
Ramsey, Brianna Shayndel Rivera-
Jimenez, Alex Jay Roark, Lauralee 
Grace Robinson, Tabita Rueda-Gorro-
chotegui, Katherine Ann Russell, Faith 
Destiny Sams, Ciara Sawyers, Parker 
Bryant Seidle, Addison Reese Smith, 
Tiffany Elaine Spencer, Brendon Aron 
Strawbridge, Nathan Michael Tollison, 
Khailey Toney, Lillian Jade Turner, 
Ingrid Janely Vega Sanchez, Dean-
na Marie Wagner, Andrew Jefferson 
Wheeler, Amanda K. Young.

Spencer: Kansas Cutchins, Luke 
Daniel Cutchins, Hayley Deshazo, Al-
exander Shelton Doyle, Raegan Jack-
son Lane, Emma Liu Yuan MacAluso, 
Kaci Elizabeth Meade, Owen Kyle 
Nutter, Nolan Richard Robarge, Mary 
Beth Williams. 

Stanleytown: Elijah Alexander 
Chandler, Madeline Jade Cooley, Tia-
sia Mashe’ Dillard, John Izaak Flana-
gan, Austin Wayne Spear.

OBITUARIES
Bruce Lynwood Carter

Bruce Lynwood Cart-
er, beloved son, hus-
band, father, brother, 
and grandfather, passed 
away peacefully on 
Tuesday, February 25, 
2025, at the age of 68.

Born to George and 
Ruby Carter, Bruce was 
a dedicated and loving 
family man who cher-
ished all his roles. He 
is survived by his wife 
of 39 years, Lynda Lou 
Carter; his daughters, 
Helen Marie Carter-
Shupe (Christopher) and 
Annette Carter-Mabry 
(Jed); and his grandchil-
dren, Tabbetha Marie 
Shupe, Evelynn Grace 
Mabry, and his unborn 
grandchild, Nathaniel 
Jude Mabry. He was 
preceded in death by 
his twin grandsons, An-
drew Marshall Mabry 
and Thomas Lynwood 
Mabry.

Bruce was also the 
brother of George Dean 
Carter, who survives 
him, and the late Thom-
as William Carter.

A devoted member 
of Fort Trial Baptist 
Church, Bruce shared 
his faith with others, 

and his contributions 
were felt by all who 
knew him. He was a 
kind and hardworking 
man who loved garden-
ing, sharing his passion 
for nature with his fam-
ily. He found joy in rid-
ing his grandchildren on 
the tractor, a memory 
they will cherish forever. 
Bruce also enjoyed play-
ing his guitar and sing-
ing hymns with his fam-
ily. He served the church 
for many years by driv-
ing the van, showing his 
commitment to both his 
faith and community.

Bruce worked for 
Technical Machining in 
Martinsville for many 
years. He was particu-
lar in his work and took 
great pride in it. Many 
customers specifically 

requested him because 
they knew the job would 
be completed with the 
utmost quality. A hard-
working machinist, 
Bruce truly worked by 
the sweat of his brow.

Bruce’s legacy of love, 
service, and faith will 
live on in the hearts of 
all who knew him. He 
will be deeply missed, 
but his memory will be 
forever treasured by 
his family, church, and 
friends.

The family will re-
ceive friends on Sunday, 
March 2, 2025, from 6:00 
PM to 8:00 PM at Fort 
Trial Baptist Church. 
A Homecoming Service 
will be held on Monday, 
March 3, 2025, at 1:00 
PM at Fort Trial Bap-
tist Church with Rev. 
George Dean Carter, 
Rev. Daniel Reed, and 
Rev. Tony Beach officiat-
ing. Burial will follow at 
Henry Memorial Park.

Online condolences 
may be made by visiting 
www.bassettfuneralser-
vice.com. Bassett Funer-
al Service is serving the 
Carter family.
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views have again pointed authorities toward Henry 
County, but without definitive evidence.

“The interviews that we have conducted here 
lately lead us in that direction again,” Woody said. 
“I do not have a definite reason. All I have is word of 
mouth. I have no concrete reason why” Quick would 
have ended up more than two hours away from his 
home or why he may have been killed.

This is not the first time investigators have 
searched Henry County for Quick’s remains.

In June 2001, authorities scoured the waters of 
Philpott Lake beneath Union Bridge, acting on in-
formation that Quick’s body may have been placed 
in a barrel and dropped into the lake. While search-
ing, divers from Henry and Franklin counties recov-
ered a barrel containing the remains of Ether Smith, 
a 38-year-old Martinsville woman who had been 
missing since 1989. Smith had suffered two gunshot 
wounds to the head, authorities said at the time. Her 
murder remains unsolved, as does Quick’s disap-
pearance.

According to Woody and The Charley Project, a 
website that compiles missing persons cases, Quick 
was last seen in the front yard of his home on Camp-
bell Mountain Road near State Route 56.

His wife was leaving to go grocery shopping when 
she saw a black car turning into their driveway. A 
friend visiting Quick was inside the house at the 
time, preparing to play horseshoes. At one point, the 
friend went outside to retrieve something from his 
car and saw no one. He reported hearing gunshots 
but did not find it unusual, as neighbors regularly 
fired guns. About 15 minutes later, he saw the black 
car drive away. Quick was never seen again.

A Nelson County grand jury investigating Quick’s 
disappearance concluded in January 2003 that 
Frank Farinacci, an acquaintance of Quick, had 
murdered him at his home and then disposed of his 
body, Woody said. Farinacci had been a suspect in 

the case since shortly after Quick vanished.
In February 2002, months before the grand jury 

reached its conclusion, Farinacci’s wife, Elizabeth 
Farinacci, shot and killed him in their home. She 
was later convicted of murder and sentenced to 53 
years in prison.

According to The Charley Project, the motive for 
the killing was to prevent Frank Farinacci from im-
plicating her in Quick’s death. She was denied parole 
in 2015.

In online interviews, Quick’s parents, Lee and Ger-
aldine Quick, have said they do not believe Frank 
Farinacci harmed their son. 

Although no physical evidence currently ties 
Quick’s remains to Henry County, Woody said the 
location continues to surface in interviews.

“There is nothing concrete that takes us in that 
area, but it keeps coming up,” Woody said. “The po-
tential is there that somebody may have informa-
tion” about Quick’s death.

Authorities remain hopeful that new information 
will lead them to Quick’s remains, bringing long-
awaited closure to his family.

Anyone with information about Quick’s disappear-
ance is asked to call Woody at (434) 263-7069.

Anyone with information about Smith’s death or 
disappearance is asked to call the Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office at (276) 638-8751, or Martinsville-
Henry County Crimestoppers at 276-63-CRIME 
(276-632-7463). 

757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattor-

neyva.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mu-

tual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, 

tile, closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Refer-

ences. Bob Morehouse 
Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-

Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Forestry mulching, over-
grown property cleanup, 
bush-hogging, pasture 

& field reclamation, ATV 
& walking trails, hunting 
lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator work. 
Free estimates. Call 276-
229-9410 or Facebook 
Thomas Land Solutions 

LLC

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTION-

EERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. 

Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 

your target audiences. 
Call this paper or Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement 

Windows Installed! 
Starting at $350 Call 

804-739-8207 for More 
Details! Ronnie Jenkins 

II Windows, Siding, 
Roofing and Gutters! 
FREE Estimates! Call 

804-739-8207 for More 
Details! American Made 

Products!

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 

most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 

LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Gen-

erac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 

Call 1-844-947-1479 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 

shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 

time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 

colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – up 
to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install 
(for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 

1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-

ments and No Interest for 
18 months for customers 
who qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 

available. Quality materi-
als & professional instal-
lation. Senior & Military 

Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 

SERVICES

Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 

wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 

Kit with all the details! 
1-888-550-3083 www.

dental50plus.com/virginia 
#6258

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 
compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen 

One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 

Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by calling 
Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-

216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No con-

tract and no hidden fees. 
Unlimited talk and text 
with flexible data plans. 

Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. 

based customer service. 
For more information, call 

1-855-262-5564

Cold Case
(cont. from page 1)

LEGAL

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

Puzzle Answers!

LEGALLegal 2 col x 4-3/4”
0222 0301

COUNTY OF HENRY
REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a series of pub-
lic hearings have been scheduled for March 12, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, 
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia. Following these public 
hearings, the Planning Commission will make a recommendation on 
the applications to the Board of Supervisors.
The Henry County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hear-
ings on the following applications on March 25, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, 
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.
The purpose of these public hearings is to receive input into the pos-
sible rezoning of property. Following are the specifics of the public 
hearings.
Case R-25-03 Brent D. Tucker
The property is located at 924 Trenthill Dr, in the Blackberry District. 
The property is shown on Tax Map 14.6/373,373A. The applicant is re-
questing the rezoning of approximately 8.5-acres from Suburban Resi-
dential District S-R to Agricultural District A-1. The applicant wishes to 
use the property for agricultural purposes.
Case R-25-04 Chris Lawless
The property is located at 1687 Stultz Rd, in the Collinsville District. 
The property is shown on Tax Map 41.2(2)/1A. The applicant  is request-
ing the rezoning of approximately 2.978-acres from Government and 
Special Use District G-S to Limited Industrial District I-2. The applicant 
wishes to use the property as a welding and fabrication business.
Case R-25-05 Kenneth T. Lewis
The property is located at 3975 Chatham Rd, in the Reed Creek District. 
The property is shown on Tax Map 32.4/17. The applicant is requesting 
the rezoning of approximately 0.19-acre from Agricultural District A-1 
to Commercial District B-1. The applicant wishes to use the property for 
a commercial automobile repair garage.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department 
of Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

Uptown Martinsville 
March Specials 

Prime Rib 8oz. ....$14.99
with Potatoes & Onions and Salad

Fresh Grilled Salmon ....$15.99
with lemon butter & linguine pasta

Lobster Ravioli ....$16.99
with Grilled Chicken 

One Dozen Stu� 
Mushrooms 

with crab meat

$13.99

8oz. Prime Rib
with Potatoes & Onions 

and Salad

$14.99

Fresh Grilled Salmon
with lemon butter 
& linguine pasta

$15.99

Chicken Alfredo 
Fettuccine

$14.99

Lobster Ravioli
with grilled chicken 

$16.99

Lunch Prices 
$8.99 to $12.99 

 PIANO MUSIC LIVE 
FRIDAY

Open 7 Days Week for Lunch & Dinner  • Reservations Accepted

147 East Main Street
Uptown Martinsville 276-638-4462

www.raniasrestaurant.com

FIN
D US ON

Legal 2 col x 3/4”
0301

“Ameresco, a solar developer, is holding a community meeting on 
Tuesday, March 11, at 6 p.m. at the Galilean House of Worship (5078 
A L Philpott Hwy, Martinsville) to discuss their plans to construct a 
5 MW solar facility on Jones Ridge Road. Any members of the com-
munity are welcome to learn about the project and have their thoughts 
and opinions be part of the planning process.”
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Pittis tapped to fill vacancy on council 
The Stuart Town 

Council recently 
appointed Robert 
“Bob” Pittis as an 
interim council 
member, during 
a meeting earlier 
this month.

Pittis, 65, will 
serve in the posi-
tion until the end 
of the year, with 
a special elec-
tion scheduled 
for November to 
determine who 
will complete the 
remainder of the 
seat’s term. He has 
already announced 
his intention to run 
for the position in 
the election.

Pittis said his 
decision to seek 
the interim role 

stemmed from a 
long-standing in-
terest in politics 
and a desire to con-
tribute to the town.

“I thought it 
would be nice to be 
on council and just 
maybe be part of 
making the town 

even better,” he 
said. “I know we’re 
doing fantastic 
now, the council’s 
doing an excellent 
job and everybody, 
and I’m so proud 
to live here. I just 
want to get on 
there and maybe 
see if I can’t add a 
little bit more to it 
too.”

Pittis empha-
sized that while 
the town council 
governs, its focus 
remains on serv-
ing the residents of 
Stuart.

“We have so many 
great people within 
our town here, and 
that’s who we work 
for is the people of 
the town,” he said.

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

Hospital renovations advance, Braden Health prepares for regulatory review
Braden Health con-

tinues to make prog-
ress on reopening 
the former Patrick 
County Community 
Hospital, after pur-
chasing the facility at 
auction. The company 
is actively working on 
renovations and regu-
latory requirements 
to bring the hospital 
back into operation.

Kyle Kopec, co-
founder and COO, 
said the opening date 
remains internal – for 
now.

“The reason why we 
do that is with con-
struction and with 
certifications, time-
lines shift forwards 

and backwards,” Ko-
pec said. “We don’t 
want to say, ‘Here’s a 
date,’ and then move 
the date, or open early 
and have EMS (Emer-
gency Medical Servic-
es) not be ready.”

As construction 
nears completion, 
Braden Health will 
provide more specific 
updates on the time-
line.

“It’s just still early 
on with construc-
tion and certification 
… we’re not within 
a margin of error or 
comfortable enough to 
say this date or that 
date,” Kopec said. 
“In a few months, a 

few weeks, that may 
change, but we’re not 
announcing anything 

at this time.”
Instead of making 

early public commit-

ments, Kopec said 
Braden Health pre-
fers to focus on deliv-
ering results.

“We’d just rather 
work and then pleas-
antly surprise every-
body with it being 
ahead of schedule—
or if we need a little 
bit more time, doing 
it the right way,” he 
said.

Braden Health’s de-
cision to reopen Pat-
rick County’s hospital 
came after the facil-
ity had been on the 
company’s watchlist 
for rural hospitals in 
need of assistance.

“An opportunity 
presented itself for us 

to be able to provide 
the services,” Kopec 
said. “We monitor all 
of the rural hospitals 
in the United States, 
and when an oppor-
tunity presents itself, 
we’re able to act on 
it.”

Compared to other 
hospital revitalization 
projects, this one is 
relatively straightfor-
ward, Kopec said.

“A lot of rural hospi-
tals are in much worse 
shape than this one,” 
he said, adding much 
of the credit for that is 
due to uninterrupted 
electrical service and 
that the building was 
winterized.

Kyle Kopec, co-founder and COO of Braden Health 
(foreground), and Revenue Cycle Director Larry Henson 
(background), said the curb blocking EMS vehicles has been 
removed.

Frustrations aired as company seeks support for grant
A local telephone 

and internet com-
pany addressed 
concerns about ser-
vice issues affect-
ing some Patrick 
County residents 
and received a let-
ter of support to 
pursue Broadband 
Equity, Access, 
and Deployment 
(BEAD) Program 
funding.

Brightspeed Gov-
ernment Affairs 
and Public Policy 
Director Chris Dil-

lon said the com-
pany, a two-and-
a - h a l f - y e a r - o l d 
startup, purchased 
C e n t u r y L i n k ’ s 
assets and now 
serves localities in 
20 southeastern 
states.

B r i g h t s p e e d 
has built fiber in-
frastructure to 
reach 1.8 million 
residents in 2024, 
making it the 
third-largest fi-
ber builder in the 
United States, Dil-

lon said. 
“So that puts us 

behind giants like 
AT&T, Verizon, 
and above people 
like Google and 
other huge provid-
ers,” he said.

Dillon acknowl-
edged that aging 
copper lines are 
a problem in Pat-
rick County. He 
said the industry is 
transitioning away 
from copper, which 
will no longer exist 
within five years. 

“That is a great 
thing for you and 
your residents and 
businesses,” he 
said.

Brightspeed has 
also increased fi-
ber installation ef-
forts. Since acquir-
ing CenturyLink’s 
infrastructure, the 
company has seen 
a 49 percent in-
crease in 48-hour 
repairs, a 38 per-
cent increase in 96-
hour repairs, and a 
decrease to fewer 
than three trouble 
tickets per 100 cus-
tomers within a 
year of ownership.

However, Hur-
ricane Helene im-

pacted the compa-
ny’s services and 
fiber projects, Dil-
lon said.

“That has im-

pacted service for 
all companies and 
utilities in this 
part of the region,” 
he said.

Brightspeed Government Affairs and Public Policy Director 
Chris Dillon discusses the company’s BEAD application.

Board donates cell tower lease funds to Promise 
program

The Patrick County School 
Board approved using funds 
it receives from the cell tower 
at Patrick County High School 
(PCHS) to help further local 
education.

Schools Superintendent Ja-
son Wood said Milestone Tow-
ers, a Virginia-based telecom-
munication provider, recently 
completed all the necessary 
permits, and the school sys-
tem deposited the $25,000 
lease agreement.

“We’re thankful for that 
revenue and that is for the 
board’s determination on how 
we want to utilize that fund. It 
is not earmarked for any proj-
ect in our budget yet, it was 
additional revenue,” he said at 
the board’s meeting on Febru-
ary 13.

In a motion made by Walter 
Scott, of the Smith River Dis-
trict, the board approved con-
tributing $25,000 from the cell 
tower to the Patrick County 

Promise, and any funds from 
the monthly lease not used for 
current students dual-enrolled 
at Patrick & Henry Commu-
nity College (P&HCC) also be 
sent to the Promise in June of 
each fiscal year.

Schools Superintendent Jason Wood 
presented Board Clerk Sara Leigh Collins 
with a certificate for School Board Clerk 
Appreciation Month.

Animal Welfare League Expands Efforts to Support 
Animals

A coalition of experienced 
animal welfare volunteers 
is working to support the 
animals of Patrick County 
through adoptions, pet food 
assistance, and spay/neuter 
programs.

The Blue Ridge Animal Wel-
fare League (BRAWL), found-
ed last year, aims to provide 
resources to pet owners while 
helping reduce overcrowding 
at the Patrick County Ani-
mal Shelter. The organiza-
tion assists in finding homes 
for animals, ensuring they are 
spayed/neutered and healthy, 
and offering other services as 
needed.

Dana Jones, BRAWL’s presi-
dent, has decades of experi-
ence in animal welfare, in-
cluding managing an SPCA in 
Norfolk for seven years.

“There, I opened a low-cost 
spay/neuter clinic and tran-
sitioned the shelter to no-kill 
during that time,” Jones said. 
“I have about 30 years of non-
profit management experi-
ence.”

Vice President Lynn Chip-
kin, a licensed veterinary 

technician, has volunteered in 
animal rescue for many years, 
including 25 years with the 
Floyd County Humane Soci-
ety. She also worked at the 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital 
at Virginia Tech.

Jones said, “Out of the need 
to really establish an organi-
zation, we created this non-
profit. There’s just so many 
opportunities we feel that we 
have to offer this community 
— not just the pet food pantry 
and the spay/neuter program, 
but a real partnership with 
Animal Control and the Pat-
rick County Animal Shelter.”

Jones noted that the Patrick 
County Animal Shelter’s eu-
thanasia rate is nearly twice 
the state average. 

For more information, vis-
it www.blueridgeawl.org or 
Facebook.com/BlueRidgeAni-
malWelfareLeague.

To donate online: Click the 
“Donate” button on the web-
site. By mail: Send checks to 
P.O. Box 184, Woolwine, VA 
24185. Pet food donations can 
be dropped off at Pet Provi-
sions in Downtown Stuart.

Candy Elliott, LeeAnn Seeley, Dana Jones, Debbie Sayre, Lynn Chipkin, Amber Rakes at the 
Patrick County Public Animal Shelter for the holiday food treat for cats and dogs.

Bob Pittis will serve as an 
interim member of Stuart 
Town Council.
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• The Climbing Gourami is a fish that 
can climb out of water, breathe oxygen 
and even walk for short distances.

• India has 454 living languages and 
16 official ones.

• During her 1982 restoration, the 
Statue of Liberty’s head was acciden-
tally installed 2 feet off-center.

• General George S. Patton believed 
he was reincarnated from either a mil-
itary leader from Napoleon’s army or 
a Roman legionary, claiming to have 
seen combat multiple times in previ-
ous lives, and also believed that after 
he died he would return to again lead 
armies onto the battlefield.

• Only deceased people can appear on 
American currency.

• When put under a microscope, tears 
produced by grief, hope or onions were 
unique in form from each other.

• Viking names included such gems 
as “desirous of beer,” “able to fill a bay 
with fish by magic,” “lust-hostage” and 
“the man who mixes his drinks.”

• North Korea accidentally hit one of 
its own cities during a 2017 failed mis-
sile test.

• In 1916, a proposed amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution would have put 
all acts of war to a national vote. Any-
one voting “yes” would have to register 
as a volunteer for army service.

• Dynamite was originally going to be 
called “Nobel’s Safety Powder.”

• Singer James Brown was such a 
strict bandleader that he had signals 
arranged with his manager to let him 
know if a musician made a mistake 
during concerts. After a performance, 
band members’ errors were deducted 
from their paychecks.

• Ostriches are the only birds with a 
bladder.

• In 1872, sitting president Ulysses S. 
Grant was pulled over and fined $20 for 
exceeding the Washington speed limit 
… on a horse.

• Aristotle believed that plants had 
souls.

***
Thought for the Day: “Life is paint-

ing a picture, not doing a sum.” — Oli-
ver Wendell Holmes Jr.
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freestyle are ready for competitive use too,” 
said board president John Garland.

Surrounding areas are also being enhanced, 
with improvements including:

∙ A new entry gazebo
∙ A Snack Shack inside the gate
∙ Renovated bathhouses with handicap-ac-

cessible restrooms
∙ A new fence around the facility
Kahle emphasized that the need for renova-

tions was evident from the moment the pools 
reopened in 2015. Initial upgrades included 
filter replacements, painting, and other re-
pairs, but the long-term goal was always a 
full-scale renovation.

“They’ve been there since the ’50s. We knew 
we were looking at about a 10-year window in 
2015,” Kahle said.

The extensive repairs were initially planned 
to be completed in phases, but officials ulti-
mately decided to complete everything at 
once to ensure the long-term sustainability 
of the pools.

“We decided to do everything that needed 
to be done in one phase,” Garland said.

One of the biggest improvements is the ad-
dition of skimmers around the entire pool to 
improve water circulation, replacing the out-
dated gutter-based treatment system.

Other planned upgrades include a prefab-
ricated ‘Snack Shack,’ set to arrive on March 
6, and the restoration of bathhouses, which 
have been partially used for storage in recent 
years.

“It will have showers, new toilets, new 
sinks. There are two handicapped bathrooms 
now that we are restoring and sprucing up a 

little bit,” Garland said.
Despite delays caused by winter weather, 

Garland said there are only three months left 
before the project needs to be completed for 
the 2025 season.

“It’s the last pool in the county that’s an 
outdoor pool,” Garland said, emphasizing the 
importance of keeping it open for the commu-
nity.

The redevelopment of the Fieldale Commu-
nity Center is also in its preliminary plan-
ning phase, with Garland working alongside 
an architect to prepare applications for the 
Department of Historic Resources in Rich-
mond.

The design phase is expected to last six 
months, with the full renovation projected to 
take about a year. Once completed, the com-
munity center will feature 14 rental spaces 
aimed at boosting local economic growth.

“The actual renovation will take about a 
year, with probably six months of planning, 
so about a year and a half from this summer 
is when we hope to have a building renova-
tion,” Garland said.

Interest in renting the new commercial 
spaces is already growing. Among potential 
tenants are:

∙ A barbershop
∙ A commercial office
∙ A brewery
Garland hopes to also provide space for 

nonprofit organizations that serve local 
youth, describing the potential impact of the 
project as transformational for Fieldale.

The revitalization efforts extend beyond 
the pools and community center, with inter-
est in renovating the former primary school 

building as well.
“That would be huge for the community too. 

The worst thing that can happen is all of the 
buildings stay empty,” Garland said.

Kahle added that concerns about the recre-
ation center deteriorating were a major fac-
tor in moving forward with these projects.

“I think it’s a win-win all the way around. 
You don’t want to see these empty. You can 
see that firsthand with the primary school 
around the corner,” Kahle said.

The Fieldale board has taken several steps 
to enhance the area, including converting old 
tennis courts into basketball courts and add-
ing an outdoor stage for community events. 
Garland emphasized that economic develop-
ment thrives on momentum, and once one 
project is completed, it often sparks further 
improvements.

“Economic development is kind of a pro-
gression. Once you start and do one building, 
it serves as a catalyst for other things. Once 
you have businesses start to move in, people 
see that and are attracted to that. It builds 
on itself, just as decay builds on itself,” Gar-
land said.

The board expressed gratitude for volun-
teers and supporters who have helped with 
the pools and fundraising efforts over the 
years, including Mac Gordon, Jane Egg-
leston, Sharon Gilbert, Jay Gilbert, Mike Gil-
ley, Vivian Slaughter, Susan Harbour, and 
Nancy Arnold.

With the renovations nearing completion, 
the Fieldale pools soon will welcome daily 
guests, marking another milestone in the 
community’s revitalization.

Fieldale
(cont. from page 1)

Construction to restore the Fieldale Pools is underway ahead 
of the 2025 season.

Renovations include structural repairs, updated 
bathhouses, and improved water circulation systems.

Fieldale’s economic development plans extend beyond the 
pools, with a focus on revitalizing the community center 
and attracting new businesses.

Beginner-level cycling race 
offered for area youth

Mountain biking is a growing 
sport worldwide, and area cyclists 
aim to bring the excitement and 
fun of youth cycling to Southern 
Virginia. On Saturday, March 1, 
at 10 a.m., a beginner-level youth 
cycling race will be held at the 
Smith River Sports Complex in 
Axton.

The free co-ed event is open to 
all rising middle and high school 
students in Martinsville-Henry 
County and the counties of Patrick 
and Franklin. No prior experience 
is needed, and a limited number 
of loaner bikes and helmets will 
be provided for those who do not 
own a bicycle.

Before the race, participants 
will be taught bike safety and rac-
ing etiquette to ensure everyone 
has a fun and safe experience on 
the 1.4-mile loop course. There 
is plenty of space for spectators 
to watch, and adult volunteers 
will be stationed throughout the 

course to guide, support, and en-
courage new riders.

Information about the Youth 
Cycling Race is available at Face-
book.com/SOVAcycling or by con-
tacting Brad Kinkema at brad@
martinsvilleymca.com.

Youth Cyclist Hunter Doss is 
organizing the race in partner-
ship with the Martinsville-Hen-
ry County Family YMCA and a 
group of area cycling enthusiasts 
who want to see this sport grow lo-
cally. Doss is a student at Carlisle 
School, and the event is part of his 
Sophomore Community Project.

Event organizers are using the 
race to generate interest in form-
ing a Southern Virginia Compos-
ite Cycling Team. The co-ed team 
will train together and participate 
in events throughout the state 
hosted by the National Interscho-
lastic Cycling Association (NICA) 
and Virginia High School Cycling 
League.
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City officials address crime, public 
services at West End Community Meeting
By Jessica Dillon
City officials and public agencies gathered at First 

Pilgrim Baptist Church to restart community meet-
ings, providing residents with updates on local is-
sues, crime statistics, and new initiatives, including 
an electronic reporting platform for non-emergency 
complaints.

Police Chief Rob Fincher presented crime statistics 
for the West End area, noting that while some slides 
showed multiple incidents, overall crime remains 
low.

“We took this church as the focal point and went 
out a mile from this church,” Fincher said. He ex-
plained that the inclusion of Memorial Boulevard, a 
major thoroughfare where officers frequently appre-
hend suspects in transit, made the crime numbers 
appear higher than they actually are.

“In 2023, we had 37 incidents in this community. In 
2024, we had 21,” Fincher said. 

Citywide, crime has been on a downward trend, 
with incidents dropping from 176 in 2022 to 161 in 
2023 and 111 in 2024.

“We will continue to strive for those lower and 
lower numbers,” Fincher said, emphasizing that the 
West End remains a low-crime area. He attributed 
this to the strong sense of community and the older 
population living in the neighborhood.

Fincher believes communication among neighbors 
plays a key role in maintaining safety. To further 
these efforts, the police department will host a neigh-
borhood watch discussion at 6:30 p.m. on March 20 at 
Albert Harris Elementary School.

Fincher also provided an update on speed enforce-
ment in school zones, acknowledging that several 
city officials, including police officers and council 
members Julian Mei and Rayshaun Gravely, have 
received tickets.

“It really is working well. If you drive through, 
you’ll see that traffic is going slow now,” Fincher said.

Speeding violations in these zones do not affect 
driving records but must be paid by the due date. The 
tickets are issued to the vehicle owner, meaning they 
must notify officers if someone else was driving or re-
quest that person to pay the fine. The citation can 
be challenged in court but will still not impact the 
driver’s record.

Residents inquired about the effectiveness of the 
city’s gunshot detection sensors. Fincher said the 
sensors are operational and recently detected a sin-
gle, non-threatening gunshot in the area. However, 
he noted that some calibration is still needed, as the 

sensors sometimes register other loud noises, such as 
trains.

A resident suggested increasing police presence in 
the area to deter potential crimes.

“At least it’s going to get the officer there faster in 
the area. Don’t stop calling 911,” Fincher said, urging 
residents not to rely solely on the detection system if 
they hear gunfire.

Public Works Director Greg Maggard addressed 
concerns about the new refuse ordinance and park 
maintenance.

One resident raised concerns about West End 
Park’s gate being left open at night and unauthorized 
vehicles using the service roads. Littering in the park 
was also mentioned.

Littering in the community in general was another 
concern. A resident suggested placing public trash 
cans in key areas.

“This is a walking community,” the resident noted.
Maggard also discussed upcoming changes to the 

traffic flow uptown, including which traffic lights will 
be retired, where new stop signs will be installed, and 
the reasoning behind the placement of new dump-
sters.

The city’s new refuse ordinance aims to address 
improper trash disposal. Residents asked if new com-
munity members could be notified about garbage 
pickup times to prevent trash from sitting on streets 
for days.

Under the ordinance, all trash must be placed in 
cans, and penalties for violations have been reduced 
from a Class 1 misdemeanor to a Class 4, allowing 
Public Works to enforce the rules with fines instead 
of potential jail time or large financial burdens.

A resident raised an issue about snowplows sweep-
ing piles of snow and blocking driveways while clear-
ing streets. Maggard was asked if there was a way to 

move snow between driveways instead.
“It would turn a one-day project into four or five,” 

Maggard said, explaining that stopping to clear each 
driveway individually would significantly delay the 
overall snow removal process.

Zoning Director Kris Bridges provided an update 
on property maintenance enforcement, and noted 
that “36 out of 37 cases have been resolved.”

Residents asked if the city could address trash is-
sues behind homes.

“If an issue can’t be seen from the street, then the 
office is not able to enforce it,” Bridges said, citing 
Fourth Amendment restrictions.

“We have to be able to see it from the right-of-way. 
Now, we try to be as creative as we can—going to 
other streets behind it, trying to see in between other 
houses,” Bridges said.

Only violations visible from the street can be en-
forced. Current ordinances prohibit using indoor fur-
niture, such as couches, outdoors and require inoper-
able vehicles to be covered with a proper car cover if 
they cannot be moved.

Management Analyst Kaylin Hernández intro-
duced SeeClickFix, a new digital platform for report-
ing non-emergency issues. The system can be ac-
cessed via a mobile app or website.

City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides reassured 
residents that digital reporting is not the only option 
for submitting complaints.

“I don’t want anyone to think that will limit your 
ability to let your city know what’s needed,” she said.

A resident inquired about rising energy rates. City 
officials explained that recent rate increases were 
due to multiple cold snaps over the past few months. 
Residents are encouraged to contact the energy de-
partment for more information on their bills and en-
ergy usage.

Kaylin Hernández introduced the new digital reporting 
platform, SeeClickFix.

Martinsville Police Chief Rob Fincher provided information 
about crimes in the West End Community.

Thanksgiving and Christmas with no income com-
ing in but made sure their kids were taken care of. 

“It may be easier to lose a home, even if your fam-
ily goes to an apartment or hotel room, you can still 
go to work and there is income coming in,” he said.

At home, the couple put on a strong face in front 
of their younger children, but two of the older boys 
also felt the pull from the closure because they also 
work at the shop.

Despite financial hardships, the couple prioritized 
their employees, ensuring 90 percent of their work-
force remained on the payroll.

“We can’t open this business back up if we don’t 
have everybody,” Ashley Sigmon said.

Insurance covered just enough to pay their em-
ployees — but not themselves. To keep the business 
afloat, the couple dipped into their savings. 

“We did what we thought was fair, it wasn’t easy. 
It was a bad experience,” he said.

Mike Sigmon now stresses the importance of un-
derstanding business insurance policies, noting that 
their coverage fell short in some areas. 

“Always sit down and understand your policy, ask 
questions about your policy, and make sure if it was 
a catastrophic event, you have coverage or enough 
coverage. We found out that we only had $5,000 
worth of consignment coverage,” he said, leaving 
them responsible for hundreds of dollars to cover the 
consignment wheels that originally started the fire.

While the months of rebuilding were tough, the 
couple was deeply moved by the outpouring of com-
munity support. Mike Sigmon said he didn’t real-
ize how popular his shop was until the tragedy oc-
curred. 

“Everyone wanted to help,” he said, adding that 
customers, friends, and neighbors brought food, gift 
cards, and words of encouragement.

Even as they celebrated their first week back, 
they faced unexpected challenges, with several em-
ployees out due to illnesses including the flu, stom-
ach bug, and pneumonia.

“We had to deal with that too. We can laugh about 
it now, but I’m still sore from that first week of open-
ing,” Mike Sigmon said.

Lee’s Tire & Wheel has always been more than 
just a business — it’s a family legacy.

Mike Sigmon’s son recently started working at the 
shop after school, and the proud father hopes to one 
day have six locations — one for each of his children.

But the couple are convinced that family extends 
beyond blood.

“Even the employees that work here are family to 
us. That was why the fire was so hard — here is 
where we spend most of our time,” Ashley Sigmon 
said.

Her husband echoed the sentiment, describing the 
tight-knit bond shared among the staff.

“We all meet in the mornings and have a group 
huddle. We start our mornings encouraging one an-
other, we start our mornings in prayer. Whether we 
are blood or not, it’s a family business,” he said.

Lee’s Tire & Wheel is located at 1780 Virginia 
Ave., Martinsville. The shop is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturdays from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information, call (276) 
638-3240.

Lee’s
(cont. from page 1)

Lee’s Tire & Wheel after repairs from a fire last year.

Ashley and Mike Sigmon, grateful for the community’s 
support, reflect on their journey to rebuild.

Community Chronicles
By Jarred Marlowe
The corner lot at Church 

and Moss Streets in Up-
town Martinsville, where 
the Farmer’s Market now 
stands, has a rich history. 
Once part of the renowned 
Beaver Creek plantation, 
the lot was sold to the 
Episcopal Church by Mar-
shall and Ann Hairston in 
1847 for $50 (equivalent to 
about $2,000 in 2025). Be-
fore this, the congregation 
met in parishioners’ homes. 
A small brick church was 
built on the lot, marking the 
church’s first permanent lo-
cation in Martinsville.

This half-acre lot was 
across from the home of Dr. 
James Moss Smith, which 
once stood where Martins-
ville City Hall is today. 
The lot included a cemetery 
along the church’s eastern 
wall. Today, the church’s 
former location corresponds 
to the Farmer’s Market 

parking lot, with the ceme-
tery once located where the 
Jessup & Associates CPA 
firm now stands.

By the 1890s, the Episco-
pal Church had outgrown 
the site and relocated to a 
new location further east 
on Church Street, deeded 
to them by the Hairston 
family. The original church 
building sat vacant until 
Senator Thomas G. Burch 
purchased it in 1898. In 
1899, Burch transferred the 
building to the trustees of 
the Martinsville Primitive 
Baptist Church, which occu-
pied it until 1965.

The western half of the 
lot was sold in 1927 to A.J. 
Tuggle, who opened the 
Piedmont Creamery there. 
This later became the Co-
ca-Cola Bottling plant. In 
1965, the law firm of Young, 
Kiser, and Frith purchased 
the church and cemetery. 
The building was demol-

ished, and while it’s 
believed the graves 
were moved to Oak-
wood Cemetery, re-
cords confirming this 
have not been found. 
The Farmer’s Market 
opened in the 1970s 
and is still in opera-
tion today. 

In April 1865, Mar-
tinsville witnessed 
one of the final skir-
mishes of the Ameri-
can Civil War in 
Virginia, near the in-
tersection of Liberty 
Street and Clearview Drive. 
Six soldiers (five Union, one 
Confederate) were killed. 
With a main field hospital 
located across the street at 
Dr. Smith’s home, it’s likely 
the fallen soldiers were bur-
ied in the Episcopal Church 
cemetery. The Union sol-
diers were later moved to 
Danville National Cemetery 
upon its creation in 1867, 

while the Confederate sol-
dier was reinterred at Oak-
wood Cemetery.

The former Episcopal and 
Primitive Baptist Church, 
seen in the center from a 
1960’s aerial photo of Mar-
tinsville. The home of Dr. 
James Moss Smith, now 
city hall, is seen across the 
street. (Photo courtesy of 
the Martinsville-Henry 

County Historical Society)
Jarred Marlowe is a local 

resident and historian. He is 
a member of the Col. George 
Waller Chapter of the Sons 
of the American Revolution, 
the Blue & Gray Education 
Society, and the committee 
chair for the Martinsville-
Henry County 250 Commit-
tee. He may be reached at 
marloweja15@gmail.com. 
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Budget discussions begin between 
county, school officials at joint meeting

By Jessica Dillon
The Henry County 

School Board and Board 
of Supervisors held a 
joint meeting on Feb. 
25 to begin discussions 
about the fiscal year 
2025-26 (FY26) budget. 
The meeting allowed 
the school board to out-
line its projected bud-
get needs and priorities 
for the upcoming school 
year.

The school system does 
not have an estimate 
for total funding, as the 
budget is still pending. 
But the current proposal 
is a total budget of $115 
million, including  total 
projected salaries plus 
benefits at $73,336,893, 
with projected salary 
increases of $1,983,037, 
or three percent, accord-
ing to Assistant Super-
intendent Dr. Benjamin 
Boone, who reviewed 
revenue projections and 
the school budget.

State legislators 

recently approved 
$83,471,413 in state 
funding, which in Henry 
County represents a local 
share of $20,798,096—
an increase of $3,333,102 
over the previous year.

Most staff would re-
ceive a 3 percent pay 
raise under the proposal, 
a nearly $2 million in-
crease over last year. 
The administrative sal-
ary scale will increase by 
2 to 2.5 percent, with one 
step added.

“We’re very competi-
tive,” Boone said, not-
ing that the county’s 
pay scale is attractive to 
teachers.

He pointed out that 60 
teachers are at the high-
est step of the pay scale, 
which he said is an indi-
cation of employee satis-
faction.

The district’s capi-
tal improvement plan 
includes $13 million 
in proposed upgrades 
for FY26, depending 

on available funds. A 
five-year capital project 
snapshot outlines over 
$50 million in planned 
projects, excluding po-
tential Career Academy 
expansions and athletic 
facility improvements.

The district is also 
requesting additional 
funding for:

•	 English Learner 
(EL) teaching positions

•	 Full-time sub-
stitute teachers

•	 Increased sub-
stitute pay

Superintendent Amy 
Blake-Lewis emphasized 
the district’s commit-
ment to student safety 
and academic achieve-
ment.

“We put students 
first,” Blake-Lewis said, 
and highlighted several 
accomplishments from 
the past year, including 
career and technical ed-
ucation (CTE) industry 
certifications that help 
students transition into 

the workforce.
Among the district’s 

recent achievements:
•	 13 percent of 

seniors are graduating 
with an associate degree.

•	 30 percent of 
students are enrolled in 
dual-enrollment courses.

•	 Chronic absen-
teeism has decreased by 
20 percent this year.

•	 The Harvest 
Foundation SEED pro-
gram continues to pro-
vide students with access 
to free college education.

The district has also 
made facility improve-
ments, including new 
bleachers at middle 
schools, as well as 
HVAC, lighting, and 
ceiling upgrades at Bas-
sett High School. Addi-
tional safety measures 
are planned for elemen-
tary schools.

“Visitors that come 
during the day can be 
screened,” Blake-Lewis 
said adding that similar 
security measures will 
be implemented at mid-
dle school events.

In the upcoming fiscal 
year, the district aims to 
invest in new initiatives, 
including a program for 
Safe and Civil Schools to 
help teachers with class-
room management.

The Career Academy 
will continue to expand, 
with an emergency med-
ical technician (EMT) 
program launching in 
2025-26 and an automo-
tive technology program 

the following year. These 
programs are designed 
to help students find 
employment in Henry 
County.

Iriswood District Su-
pervisor Garrett Dillard 
inquired about upgrad-
ing the county’s track fa-
cilities to better support 
student-athletes compet-
ing at the state level.

“If we wanted to try 
to chip away at that, we 
would need to look at 
that and divide it over 
five years, possibly 10,” 
Blake-Lewis said.

Cherie Whitlow, the 
At-Large school board 
member, praised the 
district’s athletes but ac-
knowledged that facility 
upgrades require plan-
ning.

“We are impressed 
with how our athletes 
are doing. There are just 
a couple of steps before 
we can get to the tracks,” 
she said.

Ben Gravely, vice 
chairman of the school 
board, urged the Board 
of Supervisors to con-
sider long-term funding 
commitments.

“As you see, we are 
willing to offer those pro-
grams. However, as stat-
ed, there may be some 
renovations we have to 
do with our schools,” 
Gravely said. He also 
warned that losing grant 
funding would lead to 
teacher layoffs and larg-
er class sizes, making 
classroom management 

more difficult.
Dillard stressed the 

importance of prioritiz-
ing student success.

“What do we want the 
end result to be? Stu-
dents going out and be-
ing successful,” he said, 
adding that investing in 
education could help re-
duce crime.

Collinsville District 
Supervisor Joe Bryant 
defended the Board of 
Supervisors’ efforts to 
balance funding across 
various county agencies.

“We are not the bad 
guys,” Bryant said. “We 
budget as best we can 
to support the different 
agencies in the county.”

Dillard suggested the 
county could support 
schools without a major 
financial strain.

“I don’t want to say we 
can’t afford it,” he said.

However, Supervisor 
Chairman Jim Adams 
encouraged the board to 
gauge public opinion on 
potential tax increases 
to support education.

“Ask yourself how you 
feel about a tax increase. 
Are you willing to go on 
record saying that you 
will support it?” Adams 
asked, recommending 
that officials discuss the 
issue with constituents.

We Value Your Input!

About the study:

Responses are confidential and for research only.
No personal information will be shared.
Your input aids in understanding parental challenges
and enhancing school support.
The survey takes approximately 15 minutes to
complete.

Requirements:

If you are a parent or guardian of an elementary student
in Henry County Public Schools, please participate in
this important survey.

We are exploring the connection between childhood
experiences and caregiver satisfaction with public

schools. Your input will aid schools in enhancing family
support, improving communication, and fostering an

inclusive environment.

These materials and the activity described herein
are not sponsored or endorsed by the school board

of Henry County, the Superintendent, or the schools.

Use this QR code to access additional
information from the researcher:

Scan this QR code or visit
https://forms.office.com/r/ULVrwSQVX4

 

Access the survey: 

The Henry County School Board and Board of Supervisors discuss budget priorities for 
the upcoming fiscal year.

One 
charged 
in city 

stabbing 
incident

Martinsville po-
lice responded to 
a reported stab-
bing around 6 a.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 
in the 700 block of 
Fayette Street.

Officers found a 
48-year-old Martins-
ville man suffering 
from a stab wound 
to the torso. He was 
transported to Sovah 
Health Martinsville, 
where he is receiv-
ing treatment. An 
update on his condi-
tion has not been re-
leased.

Near the scene, of-
ficers detained a man 
they allegedly be-
lieve to be involved in 
the incident. Roberto 
Gomez-Telles was 
later arrested and 
charged with mali-
cious wounding in 
connection with the 
incident. He is being 
held without bond at 
the Martinsville City 
Jail.

The investigation 
is ongoing, and police 
will provide updates 
as more information 
becomes available.

Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to 
contact Lt. Richard 
Barrow at 276-403-
5458 or Crime Stop-
pers at 276-63CRIME 
( 2 7 6 - 6 3 2 - 7 4 6 3 ) . 
Crime Stoppers is an 
anonymous tip line, 
and callers may be 
eligible for a reward 
of up to $2,500.

Roberto Gomez-Telles
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DRBA launches plastic recycling 
challenge to earn free Trex bench

The Dan River Basin Associa-
tion (DRBA) is inviting the com-
munity to participate in a plastic 
recycling challenge to earn a free 
Trex bench by collecting 1,000 
pounds of qualifying plastics by 
January 6, 2026.

How to Participate
*Only certain plastic materials 

count toward the challenge, in-
cluding:

*Plastic grocery, bread, cereal, 
and produce bags

*Mulch, soil, and salt bags (must 
be clean and dry)

*Plastic wrap from bottled wa-
ter, paper towels, and toilet paper

*Bubble wrap
*Ziploc-style food storage bags 

(clean and dry)
Participants should collect and 

weigh their plastics, take a pho-

to of the weight, and drop them 
off at locations with plastic bag 
recycling bins, such as Target, 
Walmart, or Food Lion.

After dropping off plastics, par-
ticipants must log the collection at 
my.trex.com using:

Username: DanRiverBasin
Password: Cleanrivers
Submissions should include the 

drop-off location, city, state, and 
total weight, along with the photo 
of the weighed plastics.

By recycling plastic waste, the 
initiative aims to protect the Dan 
River Basin’s ecosystems while 
working toward earning a free 
Trex bench for a local park or trail 
in the region. Participants can 
submit multiple entries until the 
challenge deadline on January 6, 
2026.

SPECTRUMSPECTRUM
The full

SPECTRUM of
Musculoskeletal services in
an integrated system...
offering the FUTURE of

Healthcare today.

• ORTHOPEDICS

• RHEUMATOLOGY

• PAIN MANAGEMENT

• FAMILY MEDICINE

• SPINE CARE

• CLINICAL RESEARCH

• SPORTS MEDICINE OUTREACH

• PHYSICAL THERAPY

SAME DAY
X-RAYS
• WALK-INS ACCEPTED
• SHORTER WAIT TIMES
• CASH PAY OPTION AVAILABLE

NO REFERRAL NEEDED
UNLESS REQUIRED BY INSURANCE

MONDAY - FRIDAY 08:00 AM - 4:30 PM

2 CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

DANVILLE
109 Bridge Street • 4th Floor
434-793-4711

MARTINSVILLE
1075 Spruce Street
276-790-3233

ORTHOPEDIC WALK-INS ACCEPTED

Meet Our
Providers

EUGENE “GENE” F.
JACKSON, MPAS, PA-CEugene “Gene” F. Jackson, MPAS, PA-C has been

NCCPA Board Certified Physician Assistant since
1979 after having graduated from Alderson Broaddus
University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Physician
Assistant Studies. Prior to his degree, Gene was a
Sergeant in the U.S. Air Force, completing his service
in 1975. Gene then entered the U.S. Army National
Guard from 1980 to 2005 as the Chief Physician
Assistant and honorably discharged as a Colonel in
2005. During his service, Gene also completed his
Masters of Physician Assisted Studies with a specialty
in orthopedic surgery from the University
of Nebraska in 2001.
Recently, Gene re-joined our practice as a seasoned
provider maintaining his passion of orthopedics and
assisting our orthopedic doctors primarily in the clinic.
Gene has lived locally in the Danville area for over 25
years and enjoys time outside the office with his wife
and two children.

VOTE 
FOR US!

BEST REAL ESTATE FIRM 
& BEST REALTOR!

276-647-7667

MOUNTAINMEDIANEWS.COM/BEST-OF/

VOTE THROUGH 
FRIDAY, MARCH 21

MAKE US THE BEST 
IN 2025!

WE APPRECIATE 
YOUR VOTE!

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services


