
City council vote sparks 
conflict among members

By Staff Reports
A March 17 Martinsville City 

Council vote and a dispute about a 
draft meeting record have sparked 
controversy, with council members 
clashing over transparency, proce-
dure, and the handling of the city 
manager’s salary negotiations.

Rawls
In a March 18 email sent to all 

members of council, City Manager 
Aretha Ferrell-Benavides and City 
Attorney Stephen V. Durbin, coun-
cil member Aaron Rawls wrote, “I 
received an update that Council 
conducted an unannounced open 
session last night regarding the 
city manager’s employment con-
tract. It looks to me like a bizarre 
motion was made but no vote re-
corded. While I know some of you 
are eager to avoid public attention 
and accountability for this, we need 
to pause and handle the matter re-
sponsibly.”  

Rawls added that “not even a 

year ago, we settled a case resulting 
from Council malfeasance in which 
a deliberately hasty and reckless 
contract with false employment in-
formation became the subject of a 
~million dollar claim against our 
city. Ultimately, it cost our people 
$200,000 ($40 per household) to set-
tle that. We all know who did what 
in this case, which is why I’m con-
cerned that Council is right back on 
the … road of irresponsible behav-
ior, hiding actions from and lying to 
our people, and doing sneaky things 
with their money.”

Additionally, Rawls asked that 
“we schedule meetings and provide 
schedule change awareness at least 
7 business days in advance. This in-
cludes extra sessions in advance of 
our 7pm public sessions. I learned 
about the 3/11 date change on 3/7. 
I learned about yesterday’s and 
today’s session last Thursday at 
9:30pm.” 

Outside agencies ask city 
submit budget requests 

By Jessica Dillon
Several local non-

profit agencies submit-
ted budget requests to 
the Martinsville City 
Council on March 18. 
Requests came from 
organizations includ-
ing the Martinsville-
Henry County SPCA, 
Piedmont Arts, Warm-
ing Shelter, and Salva-
tion Army. Each group 
provided an overview 
of its mission before 
presenting its funding 
request.

The Chamber’s Part-
nership for Economic 
Growth (C-PEG) re-
quested $40,000, an 
increase of $12,500 
from previous years. 
The Warming Center 
requested $35,000, the 
same amount as last 
year, and mentioned 

the possibility of add-
ing a cooling shelter 
during the summer.

The Fayette Area 
Historical Initiative 
(FAHI) requested 
$7,500 to accommo-
date its growing num-
ber of visitors and 
to invest in a recom-
mended new security 
system. The SPCA, 
which serves more 
than 1,400 animals 
annually, requested 
$20,000, an increase of 
$5,000 from last year.

The Martinsville-
Henry County Eco-
nomic Development 
Corp. (EDC) requested 
$100,000, the same as 
last year, to continue 
supporting economic 
growth in the area. 
Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College also 

requested level fund-
ing of $19,835 to help 
rebuild its local fund 
balance.Martinsville property 

owners concerned over 
rising assessments

By Jessica Dillon
A recent citywide property reas-

sessment has left many Martins-
ville homeowners concerned over 
rising tax bills, as some properties 
saw value increases in the tens of 
thousands of dollars. The issue was 
discussed during the Martinsville 
City Council meeting on March 13, 
where City Manager Aretha Fer-
rell-Benavides explained the reas-
sessment process and how it affects 
tax rates.

While some residents celebrated 
increased home equity, others wor-
ried about affording the higher tax-
es that could follow.

Ferrell-Benavides emphasized 
that the city has no control over 
the reassessment process but does 
determine the property tax rate per 
$100 of assessed value. Currently, 
residents pay $0.77 per $100. The 
council sets the final rate to fund 
city operations.

“The rate has remained consis-
tent for last year and the year be-
fore,” Ferrell-Benavides said.

Council member Julian Mei also 
addressed the issue, noting that his 
home’s value had skyrocketed as 
well.

Residents concerned about their 
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Commission moves 
forward on controversial 

rezoning request
By Jessica Dillon
The Henry County Planning Com-

mission voted to recommend rezon-
ing a property in the Reed Creek 
District for commercial use, despite 
strong opposition from nearby and 
other residents. The final decision 
now rests with the Board of Super-
visors.

The property, located at 3975 
Chatham Road, is owned by Ken-

neth Lewis, who has allowed the 
building to be used as a garage 
without a license. Lewis requested 
a zoning change from Agricultural 
District A-1 to Commercial to con-
tinue using the site as an automo-
bile repair garage.

“When did you find out that you 
weren’t supposed to be there,” Paul 
Setliff, commission member, asked 

Holly Kozelsky presented photos, recordings and letters as evidence of issues with the 
garage.

Police Chief Robert Fincher presents the 2024 crime statistics.

Two designs for Baldwin 
Park upgrades under 

consideration
By Jessica Dillon
Plans to renovate 

Baldwin Park, includ-
ing new fitness up-
grades, were presented 
during a recent Mar-
tinsville City Council 
work session.

Council members re-
viewed two proposed 
layouts, each offering 
a different vision for 
the design of Baldwin 
Park. The project is 
part of the Foothills 
of the Blue Ridge Out-
door Recreation Plan, 
a 15-year regional ini-
tiative that includes 
Martinsville, Henry 
and Patrick counties.

Baldwin Park plays 
a significant role in the 
plan, with much of the 
funding for the project 

from grants awarded 
by the Appalachian 
Regional Commis-
sion and the Tobacco 
Region Revitalization 
Commission. The de-

sign is being developed 
by Destination by De-
sign, a firm based in 
Boone, North Carolina.

The first plan in-

Greg Maggard gives information on the installation of the 
fitness pad at Baldwin Park.

� (See Commission p. 2)

� (See City Council p. 3)

� (See Baldwin p. 5)
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about the current garage operation. 
Lewis said that he didn’t realize the zoning 

wasn’t correct. “It’s been without a valid license 
there for more than two years.” The garage has 
only been in operation for six months.

“It was built as a body shop and used as such 
from the early 1970s into the late 80s or early 
90s,” said Lee Clark, the county’s director of 
Planning and Zoning. The property was also 
used as a sheet metal shop and as a car lot, 
before becoming personal vehicle storage with 
an attached insurance office.

While some cited its long auto-related his-
tory, opponents contended noise, late-night 
activity, and safety concerns while presenting 
their reasons to deny the request. 

“The people that are in there now don’t show 
up until dark—five or six—and are there all 
night,” one person said, explaining that the 
noise disrupts his sleep.

Another resident stated that he owns the sec-
ond driveway into the garage and intends to 
close it, which could limit access to the prop-
erty.

“The current owner of the property and the 
gentlemen entering the property are nowhere 
near being good neighbors,” another neighbor 
added, raising concerns about the upkeep of 
the garage.

Holly Kozelsky, who lives nearby, presented 
photos of skid marks and vehicles she alleged 
had switched license plates, documenting 
multiple plate changes on a Kia and a truck. 
She also recorded noise from the property and 
played it for the board.

Clark clarified that even if a license plate is 
switched on private property, authorities are 
not in a position to enforce the swap until the 
vehicle is on the road.

“It has been peaceful until now,” Kozelsky 
said, emphasizing that past businesses on the 
property complied with zoning regulations.

Kozelsky also said that she offered to buy the 
property for $50,000 in cash, but Lewis coun-
tered at three times the amount.

Additional letters from neighbors and Kozel-
sky’s daughter were submitted, detailing com-
plaints about reckless driving, loud noises, and 
safety concerns. Kozelsky’s daughter described 
the property as an “eye-sore” and expressed 
fear about driving near the location due to rac-

ing cars.
“Everyone wants to support business, but 

that has to be a responsible business,” said an-
other community member who was concerned 
about the lack of a license and compliance is-
sues. “I don’t think as an individual his quest 
should be approved.” 

Not everyone opposed the request.
“I feel very comfortable that he has no inten-

tion of running an illegal business in this com-
munity. It’s been a garage for decades,” said 
Mary Martin, who noted that noise has always 
been present in the area.

“I say if you don’t live there, you’re going on 
hearsay,” Martin added.

Clark explained that while the building pre-
dates zoning regulations, the commercial sta-
tus was lost due to inactivity for more than two 
years.

“The county does have a noise ordinance, but 
it doesn’t cover a situation like this,” Clark 
said. He also noted that law enforcement had 
intervened at the site, reducing the number of 
vehicles from more than 30 to five.

“You can’t legislate common courtesy,” Clark 
added, stating that the commission’s role is 
strictly to evaluate land use, not the personali-
ties of those operating businesses.

“The Henry County Planning Commission 
only makes decisions on proper land use,” 
Setliff added. He agreed that he wouldn’t want 
it next to his property, but the commission’s 
decision was purely about zoning. 

The commission recommended approval of 
the rezoning request.  

The Board of Supervisors will now review the 
measure, with the ability to consider broader 
community concerns before making a final de-
cision.

Other rezoning requests reviewed:
*The commission also reviewed a request 

from Brett Tucker, who sought to rezone 8.4 
acres at 94 Trent Hill Drive in the Blackberry 
District for agricultural use.

Tucker explained that the property would 
not be used for commercial farming but rather 
as a small-scale family operation to benefit his 
autistic son.

“This is not commercial, just small animals, 
mostly to help my son,” Tucker said, adding 
that no large livestock would be present.

The commission approved the request.
*Chris Lawless requested a rezoning of 1687 

Stultz Road in the Collinsville District from 
Government and Special Use District (G-S) to 
Limited Industrial District (I-2) for welding 
and fabrication.

Clark noted that the property was original-
ly a Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) office before being used as a Public 
Service Authority (PSA) shop. Lawless will 
have his own private entrance off VC Drive to 
minimize disruption to nearby properties.

“This protects the community further,” Clark 
said.

The commission approved the rezoning re-
quest.

The Board of Supervisors will now consider 
all of the commission’s recommendations, and 
make a final decision to approve or deny.

Chris Lawless details his request for rezoning.

reassessments were encouraged to contact the 
Commissioner of Revenue before the March 31 
deadline to challenge their property values.

“There is a process where if you see your set 
rate and do not agree with it, you can go to 
her office and work with her, and she will help 
you understand how you can challenge those 
values,” Ferrell-Benavides explained.

Mei suggested that owners of vacant lots 
compare their assessments to similar parcels 
to potentially lower their bills.

The council is also considering adjusting the 
real estate tax rate to help manage financial 
strain in the city.

Residents voiced concerns over the financial 
burden the reassessment may place on long-
time homeowners, retirees, and families.

“The older people that live here have no way 
of coming up with that excess money, and they 
are panicking. I talk to them every day. They 
are panicking,” one resident said.

A mother expressed frustration over afford-
ability concerns.

“My kids ask me why I want to live here,” 
she said. “It’s the affordability.” She urged the 
council to keep the tax rate low to preserve 
Martinsville’s appeal as an affordable place to 
live.

Another resident suggested a homestead 
exemption, a program that reduces property 
taxes for eligible homeowners in some states.

“Maybe an idea might be a homestead ex-
emption,” she said, citing her elderly mother’s 
use of the program in Florida.

Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martinsville, addressed 
the issue, stating he would advocate at the 
state level for financial relief.

“One of the things the mayor has been 
speaking to me about prior to this is Virginia 
possibly having a homestead exemption for 
communities,” Phillips said.

Since Virginia follows the Dillon Rule, cities 
like Martinsville cannot enact a homestead 

exemption without approval from state law-
makers in Richmond.

Melody Cartwright, who plans to oppose 
Phillips in November, also criticized the tax 
spike, attributing rising property values in 
part to out-of-state buyers willing to pay more 
for homes.

“I have met many new residents, and all 
have been super nice,” Cartwright said. “On 
the other hand, because these out-of-towners 
most likely feel that the cost of our houses is 
such a ‘deal’ and are willing to pay more, now 
this is another reason why our own real estate 
worth has skyrocketed. What about the long-
term Martinsville natives?”

City council members will set the final tax 
rate at a later date. Until then, residents are 
encouraged to seek reassessment reviews if 
they believe their property values were set too 
high.

Also during the meeting, Police Chief Rob-
ert Fincher presented the 2024 annual crime 
statistics, reporting that the Martinsville Po-
lice Department is now fully staffed with the 
addition of 10 new officers this year.

“We are full, and we are thrilled at all of 
these individuals that we hired on,” Fincher 
said.

Crime in the city has continued to decline, 
with an 11.41 percent decrease in overall 
crime compared to 2023. However, drug of-
fenses saw a slight uptick, rising from 124 in 
2023 to 141 in 2024.

“I can tell you that in 2020, the numbers 
were even higher, so we have had a good 
trend,” Fincher noted.

In other matters, the council:
*Recognized Women’s History Month dur-

ing the meeting.

Del. Eric Phillips pledges to seek tax relief in Richmond. Melody Cartwright speaks out against the recent property 
reassessments.

The Southern Area Agency on Aging re-
quested funding to support its Alzheim-
er’s respite program, asking for $1,481, 
an increase of $111 from last year. The 
Salvation Army requested $50,000 to help 
fund its community garden initiative.

The Southside Survivor Response Cen-
ter requested $20,000, an increase from 
last year’s funding, to support victims of 
domestic abuse. The Virginia Legal Aid 
Society requested $7,500, while the Vir-
ginia Museum of Natural History asked 
for $10,815 to support two full-time educa-
tors. The Western Virginia EMS Council 
requested $4,435, the same as last year.

Piedmont Arts Association requested 
$15,000 in level funding. Anchor also 
sought level funding of $50,504. Blue 
Ridge Regional Library requested a 5 per-
cent increase from last year’s $317,704 to 
help offset rising costs. Focus on Youth 
CASA (FOCUS) requested $5,220 in level funding to continue supporting children in the area.

Charisse Hairston requested funding on behalf of FAHI to 
upgrade its security system.

Teresa Fontaine presented the Southern Area Agency on 
Aging’s request.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

City Council
(cont. from page 1)

(Event information/calendar items must be re-
ceived by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired pub-
lication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.net.)

Meetings

Tuesday, March 25
City Council Meeting, 7 p.m., Municipal Build-

ing Council Chambers, 55 W. Church Street, Mar-
tinsville.

Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting, 3 p.m., 
Henry County Admin Building Summerlin Room, 

3300 Kings Mountain Road, Martinsville.

Wednesday, March 26
Board of Equalization Hearing, 9 a.m. to 12 

p.m., New College Institute, 191 Fayette St., Room 
B207, Martinsville.

Board of Supervisors Comprehensive Plan Joint 
Session, 9:30 a.m., Henry County Administration 
Building, Summerlin Room, 3300 Kings Mountain 
Road, Martinsville.

Events

Friday, March 21-Saturday March 22
Magna Vista Theatre presents Clue On Stage, 7 

p.m., Magna Vista High School, 701 Magna Vista 
School Road, Ridgeway. Tickets are $10 in advance 
and $12 at the door, at our.show/getaclueMVHS.

Saturday March 22
Waders & Waddlers Education Station at the 

Virginia Museum of Natural History in Martins-
ville. One day only, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Highlights in-
clude Be a Science Sleuth - activity for kids; Meet 
a Philpott Lake Park Ranger; learn “Why we don’t 
feed crackers to ‘quackers’ and more. First public 
view of waterfowl specimens from the museum 
vault. Presented by the SW Piedmont Chapter of 
Virginia Master Naturalists, the Virginia Museum 
of Natural History and the Army Corps of Engi-
neers.’ For more info: https://www.vmnh.net/plan-
your-visit. 

Pasta Night For The Fight, hosted by YMCA 
Early Learning Center, at YMCA 5 Points Pro-
gram Center, 710 N Memorial Blvd., Martinsville. 
Proceeds to benefit a local family, 5-7:30 p.m. Cost 
$15 for adults; $10 for kids 10+, $5 for kids 10 and 
under

Sunday, March 23
Magna Vista Theatre presents Clue On Stage, 3 

p.m., Magna Vista High School, 701 Magna Vista 
School Road, Ridgeway. Tickets are $10 in advance 
and $12 at the door, at our.show/getaclueMVHS.

Beauty and The Beast. 3 p.m., Martinsville High 
School Auditorium, 351 Commonwealth Blvd E, 
Martinsville.

Tuesday, April 1
Registration for Summer Camps at Spencer 

Penn opens. Classes include sports, CSI, SPCA 
and others. Call 276-957-5757 for more details.

Friday, April 4 - Saturday, April 5
First BIG Basement Sale of 2025 at Fido’s 

Finds, Friday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m., and Saturday, 9 
a.m. -2 p.m. Fido’s basement, located at 119 East 
Main Street, is loaded with treasures - furniture, 
home decor, books, collectibles and more. Every 
purchase supports the Martinsville-Henry County 
SPCA.

Friday, April 11
Music Night at Spencer Penn with Travis Frye 

and Blue Mountain. Gate opens at 5 p.m. and the 
band starts at 6:30 p.m. Admission is a $5 cash 
donation. Concessions, including the ever popular 
Spencer Penn hot dogs, chicken salad, BBQ, and 
homemade desserts, will be sold.   

Saturday, April 12
Fish fry by American Legion Homer Dillard Post 

#78, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 139 Creekside Drive, Mar-
tinsville. Fish sandwiches are $9, homemade des-
serts are $2, sodas or water are $1. Drive-through 
event with limited dining-in. Call (276) 224-5679 
or (276) 340-5169 to place orders.

Hazardous Waste Day, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
Bassett Service Center, 2285 Fairystone Park 
Highway, Bassett.

Monday, April 14
The Friends of the Blue Ridge Regional Library 

are meeting in the Main Branch, 310 E. Church 
St., Martinsville, 10:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

ONGOING

Through April 7
Strickland Brothers 10 Minute Oil Change (for-

merly Kwik Lube) locations at 700 Liberty St., 
Martinsville, and 6518 Greensboro Road, Ridge-
way, are accepting monetary donations to support 
local school teachers in need of supplies, technol-
ogy, snacks, etc. The goal is to raise $50,000 that 
will be evenly distributed between school divisions 
in Henry County and Martinsville.

Uptown Pub Run, Mondays at 6.p.m., meets at 
Renewal Brewing 32 Franklin St, Martinsville. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club reg-
ularly meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific Bay Restau-
rant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club, 277 Philpott Dam 
Road, Bassett, hosts breakfast on the 2nd Satur-
day of each month, $9 for adults, and $4 for chil-
dren under 12. All you can eat, sausage, fried bolo-
gna, eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, biscuits, 
made-to-order pancakes, coffee, and juice. Dine in 
or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church on 
Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 
the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge Region-
al Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 403-5430 to 
register. 

Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music & More 
on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play Rook, work 
puzzles, make a craft and listen to a mixture of 
bluegrass, country & gospel music by different 
bands each week. If you want, bring a snack to 
share. This event is free to the public. Any dona-
tions received will go to the Bassett Ruritan Club 
to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free one-
day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natural 
History and the Henry County YMCA with your 
library card. The passes are good for one day and 
exclude special events. There is a wait period be-
fore you can check out the pass again. For more 
details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tuesdays 
at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public Library, 
3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New members are 
welcome. For more information, please call Patti 
Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center offers 
free in-house and online classes to help prepare for 
college, career, or earn your high school equivalen-
cy or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

Neighbors in the Know. Join staff and volun-
teers in the Hylton Library at the Spencer Penn 
Centre for activities and socializing on the first 
and third Monday of each month. A different pre-
sentation and activity weekly, followed by a way 
to get you moving. The program is an hour long 
and activities for children will be provided. Every 
third Monday, 10-11 a.m., a music program will be 
provided. This free program is perfect for all ages. 
Registration is not required.

The vote Rawls called into question gave Mayor 
LC Jones the authority to negotiate a salary adjust-
ment for Ferrell-Benavides based on an October per-
formance assessment. 

Lawson
Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson said that both the meet-

ing and the vote were recorded but acknowledged an 
error in the draft minutes.

The draft minutes that were distributed were not 
correct, Lawson said. “And the minutes haven’t been 
finished.”

She explained that the deputy clerk of council  
rushed through the document and accidentally dis-
tributed incorrect information.

“It was an error that will be corrected. We came 
out of closed session and did this in open session,” 
Lawson said. “We didn’t vote to give anybody any 
authorization to change the contract. We gave him 
the authorization to negotiate her pay based on her 
evaluation from October.”

Jones
Jones explained that before the November election 

concluded, the council held a closed session meeting 
at the New College Institute to discuss the assess-
ment. There were “heated conversations” and the 
process did not conclude. The city worked with the 
Berkley Group LLC, to craft and set guidelines for 
the city manager in the upcoming year. But “none 
of us came back together” after the election and the 
work was not completed, Jones said. 

The Berkley Group conducted the council’s retreat 
a few weeks ago, and “one of the issues” that came up 
was the fact that the council hadn’t provided the city 
manager with “guidelines, what the council wants” 
to see for this year, Jones said.

On March 13, the council was to hold a closed ses-
sion meeting and a work session, with plans to dis-
cuss the city manager and city attorney positions be-
fore convening in regular session. But, because the 
work session was longer than anticipated, the closed 
session portion was rescheduled. 

“The fifth council member showed up at the end” 
of that meeting, Jones said of Rawls. However, “that 
same day, we publicly set that” March 17 meeting, 
he said. 

At that subsequent meeting, and with an under-
standing about a pay range among council members, 
Jones said council member Julian Mei made the mo-
tion to give Jones the authority to negotiate the con-
tract and/or pay adjustment. Lawson seconded the 
motion, a vote was taken and recorded. 

Mei then requested a draft of the minutes “just to 
give him a guideline” for talking points. Generally, 
we don’t have minutes available until the next coun-
cil meeting. They are never available the next day,” 
Jones said, and explained a draft of the minutes was 
hastily prepared by the deputy clerk of council at 
Mei’s request, and then shared with Rawls.

According to a copy of the draft minutes attached 
to Rawls’ email, the motion was made by Lawson, 
and seconded by council member Rayshaun Gravely. 

The draft did not include a recorded vote. 
Jones said council members who are absent from 

closed session meetings must wait until they “come 
back to a closed session” meeting to find out what oc-
curred. “So, information was given and information 
got out.”

“The information leaked out of closed session came 
from Mei,” Jones said, and added the council meet-
ing on Tuesday included a closed session “to discuss 
the leak from the previous closed session.”

To illustrate transparency among members, Jones 
said he consulted with the city attorney to get advice 
about handling that issue. As always, all members of 
the council are briefed about the content of the con-
versations with the attorney, because the attorney 
represents the entire council, not just one member. 

Rawls “is so concerned about money and nefari-
ous things happening,” Jones said, and emphasized 
every council meeting is publicly posted.

“When you take this job, you understand it’s go-
ing to require sacrifices. I’m missing time from work, 
time with my family … but that’s not an excuse to 
say you’re not” able to come to a meeting “and need 
to be caught up. The city manager meets with each 
council member every week” and by the end of the 
week, has compiled a list of concerns that is used to 
plan the next agenda.

“When you have one person that decided they just 
want to be a distraction,” Jones said it poses a chal-
lenge. “When there are four of us, we gel. We get 
along,” Jones said, and added he believes the recent 
incident happened because “one council member” 
may be torn between wanting “to be loyal to a friend” 
and their commitment to council.

Jones said that he had little trust in Mei after the 
election due to issues during the campaign. “Now, 
I have absolutely none. All he had to do was come 
back and say, ‘I’m sorry.’ 

“You’ve just got to be straight with us. People make 
mistakes. You’ve just got to be straight, whether it 
was a mistake or whether it was on purpose,” Jones 
said. “We’ve just got to stand on what’s right. At 
least for me, I can deal with you better that way.”

He added that Mei sent two emails to the council 
and other city officials on Wednesday, but does not 
believe any members responded.

Mei
The first was titled ‘Recap of Yesterday.’ In it, Mei 

wrote in part, “I feel I should recap and relay to you 
some events from yesterday, for transparency, so 
that everyone knows exactly what transpired on my 
end.  

“Early morning, on Tuesday the 18th of March, 
Bill Wyatt (reporter) reached out to me and wanted 
to know if any action was taken as a result of our 
closed session and also wanted to know about how 
Superintendent Zeb Talley’s proposed gym would be 
funded. As a courtesy, I have always been transpar-
ent with Bill and other media, but they understand 
and respect that I cannot talk about our closed ses-
sion discussions. As I knew Peyton (Niblett, deputy 

clerk of council) had documented the action taken 
in the public portion of our session, I asked Peyton 
to send me that verbiage so I could simply relay 
that and that alone. While waiting on that, I also 
got clarification from Travis Clemons regarding the 
funding aspect of the gym and was told that there 
was no current funding for a new gym and that Mr. 
Talley had been hoping to get private funding/dona-
tions, etc. to contribute toward it, but nothing official 
is currently in place. Once I had both of those data 
points, I called Bill and directed his attention to the 
minutes and action taken in our public session after 
we came out of closed session, and also the fact that 
no funding is in place for a new gym,” Mei wrote.  

“Around the same time this was occurring, Coun-
cilman Rawls reached out to me and also wanted to 
know what took place during our closed session. I 
told him that I wasn’t sure if I was allowed to dis-
cuss what happened in closed session with anyone 
not present, even a member of Council, so I reached 
out to Mr. Durbin for a consult. In my conversation 
with Mr. Durbin, he recommended that any Council-
person not present for a closed session, who wished 
to be briefed, send an email requesting information 
in accordance with our policy, or words to that effect. 

“Given I felt there was no reason Councilman 
Rawls could not be briefed on what occurred during 
the closed session, and given the minutes from the 
public portion were already available, I told him we 
reviewed the City Manager’s performance review 
from October 2024, and the Mayor was given the 
authority to negotiate a salary adjustment based on 
her performance review,” Mei wrote. 

“I feel it necessary to emphasize that I did not, 
and never would, relay to a member of the media 
anything discussed in our closed sessions. I do know 
the importance of the confidentiality involved in our 
closed session meetings and take that very seriously. 
Since all of this occurred, it has been brought to my 
attention that some feel I may have lost their trust 
in engaging in this behavior. I will say, for myself, 
that I act in accordance with my conscience and also 
in accordance with the law, and when I am unsure of 
the latter, I request advice. This is why I contacted 
Mr. Durbin for clarification and why I went to the 
lengths I did before responding to Bill to make sure 
I was properly directing him to the documented ac-
tion taken in our public session when we came out of 
closed session. 

“As for my conscience, when people make inquiries 
to me for clarification, my gut instinct is to be trans-
parent and forthcoming, but I am mindful of what I 
can and cannot say, particularly within the context 
of what is discussed in a closed session,” Mei wrote. 
“It is my hope that the record above demonstrates I 
am mindful of this and take the appropriate steps to 
ensure transparency, and also to make sure messag-
ing is consistent.” 

Mei declined to comment.
Gravely, Ferrell-Benavides, and Durbin could not 

immediately be reached for comment.
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The Brownfields Program
As the chairman of 

the Energy and Com-
merce Committee’s 
Subcommittee on En-
vironment, part of 
my responsibility is 
to oversee the Brown-
fields Program.

This is mostly a bi-
partisan effort, but it 
is specifically helpful 
to the Ninth District.

A brownfield site 
is a piece of property 
where the expansion, 
redevelopment, or re-
use of the site may 
be complicated by the 
presence or potential 
presence of a hazard-
ous substance, pollut-
ant or contaminant.

Some examples of 
these properties could 
be inactive factory 
buildings, abandoned 
railroads or even de-
funct coal mines.

It is estimated that 
there are more than 
450,000 brownfields in 
the United States.

The cleanup of 
brownfields presents 
tremendous potential 
for economic develop-
ment. The Virginia 
Department of En-
vironmental Quality 
(DEQ) says there are 
thousands of brown-
fields opportunities in 
the Commonwealth.

These sites are eli-
gible for assessment, 
cleanup or multi-
purpose grants ad-
ministered under the 
Brownfields Program.

My Subcommittee 
held a hearing recent-
ly to examine improve-
ments to the Brown-
fields Program and 
assess the potential 
impacts of brownfield 
site redevelopment.

The hearing fea-
tured multiple wit-
nesses. I had the 
privilege to welcome 
LENOWISCO Plan-
ning District Com-
mission Executive Di-
rector Duane Miller. 
He testified on the 
benefits of the Brown-
fields Program and its 
impacts on rural, coal 
communities.

Miller has been ac-
tive in LENOWISCO’s 
efforts to use federal 
dollars to clean up and 
repurpose brownfields 
in deep Southwest 
Virginia.

One brownfield site 
Miller cited was Proj-
ect Intersection in 
Norton. In that case, 
Miller was able to 

turn some Brownfields 
Program funding into 
a much larger total 
investment from state 
agencies, other federal 
funds, and private 
sources.

Thanks to the 
Brownfields Program 
funding, the Norton 
industrial park could 
draw further funding 
from programs like 
the Abandoned Mine 
Land (AML) program 
(also instrumental in 
developing this site 
was the Abandoned 
Mine Land Economic 
Revitalization (AM-
LER) fund which I 
helped bring to Vir-
ginia).

As a result, the ini-
tial Brownfields Pro-
gram funding jump-
started nearly $35 
million in investment 
to develop the Norton 
industrial park site!

EarthLink, an in-
ternet service pro-
vider, and Wrap 
Technologies, a tech-
nology group that 
creates tools for law 
enforcement, are two 
companies to an-
nounce centers at the 
Norton industrial park 
site. These companies 
will create hundreds 
of jobs in the region.

My hope is that the 
Brownfields Program 
can continue to create 
more success stories 
like these.

I consistently advo-
cate for rural commu-
nities in our region of 
Virginia to receive ap-
propriate federal help.

As illustrated in 
the case of the Norton 
industrial park site, 
assessing and rede-
veloping brownfields 
can generate greater 
access to federal funds 
through programs like 
AMLER and AML.

Further, in Martins-
ville, funds from the 
Brownfields Program 
were used to remedi-
ate the city’s vacant 
Maple Street substa-
tion for storage of 
large battery banks.

The substation’s 
batteries now store 
energy and electricity 
for the city.

Miller and others in 
the hearing highlight-
ed the endless possi-
bilities that come from 
brownfield cleanup 
and redevelopment.

These redeveloped 
properties can attract 
emerging industries.

Data centers are in 
hot demand as artifi-
cial intelligence gains 
popularity. Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Admin-
istrator Lee Zeldin is 
committed to making 
America the “AI capi-
tal of the world.”

I look forward to 
working with Admin-
istrator Zeldin to im-
prove the Brownfields 
Program.

One way to accom-
plish this feat is build-
ing more data centers 
and artificial intelli-
gence infrastructure. 
Brownfield sites are 
potential locations to 
harbor more of these 
essential facilities.

A second witness at 
the hearing, who has 
experience developing 
data centers, verified 
this and explained the 
Brownfields Program 
has a role to play in fa-
cilitating the creation 
of more data centers.

Moreover, semicon-
ductor manufactur-
ing is also picking up 
steam. Thanks to the 
Trump Administra-
tion, a Taiwan semi-
conductor company 
recently announced 
plans to make a $100 
billion investment in 
the U.S.

Such investments 
require additional 
chip manufacturing 
facilities and, once 
again, brownfield sites 
could play host.

Congress will need 
to reauthorize the 
Brownfields Program. 
The Program is set to 
expire by 2026.

While efforts are un-
derway to make the 
government more effi-
cient and accountable 
to the American peo-
ple, I am committed 
to ensuring programs 
like the Brownfields 
Program are strength-
ened to adequately 
serve communities in 
Southwest Virginia.

When doing so, I 
will continue to advo-
cate for the work of 
folks like Mr. Miller, 
who dedicate these 
programs to improve 
the welfare and local 
economies of the re-
gion.

Call the Abingdon 
office at (276) 525-
1405, the Christians-
burg office at (540) 
381-5671, or email 
by visiting www.mor-
gangriffith.house.gov 
with questions or com-
ments.

OPINION

Published Each Saturday
USPS - 6

Publisher

Michael Showell
editor 

Debbie Hall - dhall@theenterprise.net
(276) 694-3101

Advertising MAnAger

Wendi Craig - advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com
(276) 340-2445

give us your view:
The Henry County Enterprise encourages letters 

from our readers on topics of  general interest to the 
community and responses to our articles and col-
umns. 

Letters must be signed and have a telephone num-
ber where you can be reached to be considered for 
publication. All letters will be verified before publica-
tion. The Henry County Enterprise reserves the right 
to deny publication of  any letter and edit letters for 
length, content and style.

If  you have news about or an upcoming event 
for your organization, company or church, email  
dhall@theenterprise.net and/or call (276) 694-3101

The Henry County Enterprise (USPS-6) is published weekly for 
$52 per year in state, $53 per year out of  state, by Virginia Me-
dia, Inc., P.O. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901. Periodical postage 
paid at Martinsville, VA.

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Michael Showell, Publisher
Debbie Hall, Editor 

dhall@theenterprise.net
(276) 694-3101

Wendi Craig, Advertising Manager
wendicraig@gmail.com

(276) 340-2445

Give us your view:
The Henry County Enterprise 

encourages letters from our readers on 
topics of general interest to the 

community and responses to our articles 
and columns. Letters must be signed and 
have a telephone number where you can 

be reached to be considered for 
publication. All letters will be verified 

before publication. The Henry County 
Enterprise reserves the right to deny 

publication of any letter and edit letters for 
length, content and style.

If you have news about or an upcoming 
event for your organization, company or 

church, email dhall@theenterprise.net 
and/or call (276) 694-3101

Debbie Hall, Editor 
dhall@theenterprise.net

(276) 694-3101
Wendi Craig, Advertising Manager

wendicraig@gmail.com
(276) 340-2445

Give us your view:
The Henry County Enterprise 

encourages letters from our readers on 
topics of general interest to the 

community and responses to our articles 
and columns. Letters must be signed and 
have a telephone number where you can 

be reached to be considered for 
publication. All letters will be verified 

before publication. The Henry County 
Enterprise reserves the right to deny 

publication of any letter and edit letters for 
length, content and style.

If you have news about or an upcoming 
event for your organization, company or 

church, email dhall@theenterprise.net 
and/or call (276) 694-3101

henrycountyenterprise.com

wendicraig@gmail.com
(276) 340-2445

Give us your view:
The Henry County Enterprise 

encourages letters from our readers on 
topics of general interest to the 

community and responses to our articles 
and columns. Letters must be signed and 
have a telephone number where you can 

be reached to be considered for 
publication. All letters will be verified 

before publication. The Henry County 
Enterprise reserves the right to deny 

publication of any letter and edit letters for 
length, content and style.

If you have news about or an upcoming 
event for your organization, company or 

church, email dhall@theenterprise.net 
and/or call (276) 694-3101

henrycountyenterprise.com

Michael Showell, Publisher
Debbie Hall, Editor 

dhall@theenterprise.net
(276) 694-3101

Wendi Craig, Advertising Manager
wendicraig@gmail.com

(276) 340-2445

henrycountyenterprise.com

Legal 2 col x 4”

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
0824 0831

Your Community, Your Voice

Serving Henry County, Martinsville, and Surrounding Area

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

Honoring Patrick Wright: 
A Life of Kindness, 

Laughter, and Community
Patrick was not at the 

last City Council meet-
ing.

Patrick hasn’t been at 
the library lately, nor 
the YMCA.

Patrick’s not here 
anymore, and that feels 
weird.

Patrick Wright, for 
many years, was a fa-
miliar sight around 
Martinsville. If you’ve 
ever been at public 
events in Martinsville, 
you’d remember the 
cheerful grey-haired 
and balding gentle gi-
ant who was always 
smiling and giving 
pleasant greetings.

He died on March 10. 
The picture used in his 
obituary was absolutely 
fitting: Patrick, looking 
directly into the cam-
era, smiling from ear to 
ear, holding his hands 
out as if in greeting. 
Also it seemed somehow 
fitting to learn through 
his obituary that his 
middle name was Hom-
er. What a good middle 
name for such a friend-
ly and genuine guy.

“I just loved Patrick,” 
said Martinsville Vice 
Mayor Kathy Lawson. 
“He had a sense of hu-
mor that just made you 
smile. Always polite, 
cheerful, and respect-
ful. I enjoyed his visits 
to Council because no 
matter what the topic 
he brought to us, there 
was always a smile and 
almost always a chuck-
le. He was a delightful 
young man! He will be 
missed!”

Patrick once ran for 
City Council. Ever af-
ter, he still carried and 
proudly showed his 
business cards with his 
slogan, “Vote for Wright 
and you won’t be wrong. 
You can’t go wrong with 
Wright.”

I mostly saw him at 
the Martinsville Li-
brary, one of the main 
places he spent time. 
Lately, he’d often be 
there at a table study-
ing out of his GED 
books, and he liked to 
talk about his progress 
toward completion. His 
obituary states that 
“he would be elated to 
know that an honorary 
degree will be awarded 
posthumously.”

Pam Cobler knew 

Patrick through the 
monthly community 
meetings of Disabili-
ties Unlimited, of which 
she is the Community 
Advocate. “Patrick was 
always thoughtful in 
his comments, loyal to 
attending the meetings, 
and always seemed joy-
ful with a great atti-
tude. He was a joy to be 
around, and his smile 
and kind words will be 
missed,” she said.

His obituary said he 
often visited the Vir-
ginia Museum of Natu-
ral History. I don’t go 
there enough to have 
run into him there, but 
I did once call him into 
the MHC Heritage Mu-
seum, where I’m the 
executive director. One 
chilly autumn morning, 
I looked out through the 
window and saw him 
walking by. I went out 
to greet him and invited 
him inside.

He was walking to 
the store to buy a cup, 
he said; his cup had bro-
ken.

“A cup!” I exclaimed. 
“We have cups here! 
Lemme give you one.”

Patrick came in and 
had a look around our 
local history museum. 
He talked a great deal 
about some of the ex-
hibit items.

Some of those com-
ments connected what 
he saw to what he’d 
been studying lately for 
his GED. He was very 
proud of his progress to-

ward earning his GED.
I usually bring my 

lunches for work from 
home, and every now 
and then, when I’ve 
made a big batch of 
something, I bring 
enough leftovers for a 
couple of days’ worth of 
midday meals. It was 
great fortune that on 
the day Patrick came, 
I had a gracious plenty 
of lasagna, broccoli and 
salad. I invited Patrick 
to join me for lunch, but 
by then he was ready to 
head on. I packed him 
a proper home-cooked 
meal that he took home 
with him and could heat 
up that night in the mi-
crowave.

Little did I know that 
that was the last I’d see 
of Patrick.

We often get some 
chance to say goodbye 
to people with official 
roles in our life: When 
family members, co-
workers or close friends 
are in health decline or 
have been in an acci-
dent, we’re notified.

But then there are 
those people, like Pat-
rick, who are important 
parts of the fabric of 
a community. We did 
not have any relation-
ship beyond just see-
ing each other at the 
same places and events 
around town; Patrick 
was always just “there.” 
Always a part of things.

Until he’s not.
And his passing 

leaves quite a void.

Holly 
Kozelsky

Patrick Wright’s obituary photo

Homer Dillard Post 
to hold fundraiser

The American Legion Homer Dil-
lard Post # 78 will have a Fish Fry on 
Saturday, April 12, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., at its post home, located at 139 
Creekside Drive, Martinsville, Va. 

Fish sandwiches are $9, home-

made desserts are $2, and sodas or 
water are $1. 

This is a drive-thru event with 
limited dining-in options. Call (276) 
224-5679 or (276) 340-5169 to place 
an order.

FIN
D US ON

First Public Meeting
Old Bassett Heights Housing Rehabilitation Project

The County of Henry will hold a Public Hearing / Community Meeting 
on Monday, April 7, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. at the Henry County 

Administration Building, in the Summerlin Board Room; otherwise 
known as the Board of Supervisor’s Meeting Room, 3300 Kings 

Mountain Road, Collinsville VA., in order to solicit public input on 
local community development and housing needs in relation to 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for a project in 
the Old Bassett Heights Community located in Bassett, VA.  

Information on the amount of funding available, the requirements on 
behalf of low-and moderate-income persons, eligible activities, plans 

to minimize displacement and provide displacement assistance as 
necessary will be available. Citizens will also be given the opportunity 

to comment on the County of Henry’s past use of CDBG funds. All 
interested citizens are urged to attend. For additional information, 

contact Micah Montgomery, Community Development Specialist by 
phone at (276)634-2517, Virginia Relay Number 711 or by email 

mmontgomery@henrycountyva.gov. Comments and grievances can 
be submitted in writing to the County of Henry at P.O. Box 7 

Collinsville, VA 24078. If you plan to attend and have any special 
needs requirements, please call the number listed above.
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Regarding Trump 
Derangement Syndrome
This week, five Minnesota Repub-

lican state senators introduced a 
bill that would classify “Trump De-
rangement Syndrome” as a mental 
illness.

What is “Trump Derangement 
Syndrome?” Often shortened to 
TDS, it’s a pejorative term used to 
describe criticism of or negative re-
actions to President Donald Trump, 
with the implication that these neg-
ative reactions are completely irra-
tional. The term is used by Trump 
supporters to discredit those who 
criticize him as being illogical and 
deranged.

The Minnesota bill classifies TDS 
as a mental illness marked by “acute 
onset of paranoia” regarding the 
Trump presidency. Symptoms in-
clude “Trump-induced general hys-
teria, which produces an inability 
to distinguish between legitimate 
policy differences and signs of psy-
chic pathology in President Donald 
J. Trump’s behavior.”

Let’s start with the most obvious 
point: this isn’t how medicine works. 
The trucking industry cannot peti-
tion the government to add White 
Line Fever to the DSM-5 any more 
than these Senators can pass a bill 
declaring a new mental illness.

But let’s say that this bill some-
how gets passed. What incentive 
would the bill’s five co-sponsors — 
Senators Glenn Gruenhagen, Jus-
tin Eichorn, Nathan Wesenberg, 
Steve Drazkowski, and Eric Lucero, 
in case you were curious — have 
to gain from Trump Derangement 
Syndrome becoming an officially 
recognized mental illness?

(A LATE BREAKING UPDATE: 
On March 17, Sen. Justin Eichorn, a 
married father of four, was arrested 
for allegedly attempting to solicit 
sex from a 16 year old girl.)

To answer that question, we 
should look to America’s new best 
pal Russia, the inventor of some-
thing called “sluggish schizophre-
nia.”

Sluggish schizophrenia, also 
known as slow progressive schizo-
phrenia, was a medical condition 
that appeared in the U.S.S.R. in 
the 1960s and mysteriously van-
ished with the collapse of the Soviet 
Union.

Soviet doctors tended to find evi-
dence of sluggish schizophrenia in 

people with no other mental health 
issues — even in people who showed 
no signs of schizophrenia. The one 
thing that sufferers of sluggish 
schizophrenia had in common was 
that they were political dissidents 
who had openly criticized the gov-
ernment.

Once these dissidents were diag-
nosed with sluggish schizophrenia, 
their civil rights disappeared. They 
were rendered unemployable. In 
many cases, they were even drugged 
with antipsychotics against their 
will to wash away all those nagging 
desires to speak openly and honest-
ly.

If the TDS bill were to pass in 
Minnesota, it could pave the way 
for anyone who speaks out against 
Trump to be adjudicated as a mental 
defective. This would prevent dis-
senters from owning firearms and, 
depending on the state, it might 
also prevent them from voting. It 
could even serve as a one-way ticket 
to those mental health work farms 
that Robert F. Kennedy Jr. keeps 
rasping on about.

Do I think this bill will pass? No, I 
don’t. But the next one might. Or the 
one after that. Or the one after that.

This bill represents one of the most 
blatant attacks on free speech that 
we’ve seen so far in the early days of 
this Presidency, though it certainly 
won’t be the last volley fired at the 
First Amendment.

Perhaps the real mental health 
condition that should be studied 
is American Dream Delusion Syn-
drome.

~Sponsored Content~

By Ben R. Williams

			   Sports Schedule
The following are the dates and times of local high school 
teams and their games for the week of  March 24-30:

3/24	 5pm	 Baseball	 Patrick County at Bassett
	 5pm	 Baseball	 Christiansburg at Magna Vista
	 5pm	 Baseball	 Floyd County at Martinsville 		
                                               (Hooker Field)
	 5pm	 Softball	 Patrick County at Bassett
	 5pm	 Softball	 Christiansburg at Magna Vista
	 7pm	 Girls Soccer Bassett at Patrick County
	 7pm	 Girls Soccer Carroll County at 		
                              Martinsville
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer Patrick County at Bassett         	
                                                 (Smith River Complex)
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer Martinsville at Floyd County

3/25	 4:30pm	 Girls Tennis Bassett at Patrick County
	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis Patrick County at Bassett
	 7pm	 Girls Soccer Staunton River at Magna 	    	
                                                   Vista
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer Magna Vista at Staunton 		
                                                  River
3/26	 5pm	 Baseball   	   Floyd County at Bassett
	 5pm	 Softball	    Floyd County at Bassett
	 5pm	 Girls Tennis Magna Vista at Franklin 		
                                                  County
	 5pm	 Boys Tennis Franklin County at Magna 		
                                                  Vista
	 5:30pm	 Baseball      Magna Vista at Chatham
	 5:30pm	 Softball	   Magna Vista at Chatham
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer Tunstall at Bassett (Smith 		
                                                  River Complex)

3/28	 4pm	 Boys Tennis Alleghany at Bassett
	 5pm	 Baseball      Bassett at Carroll County
	 5pm	 Baseball     Martinsville at Patrick County
	 7pm	 Baseball     Magna Vista at Salem
	 7pm	 Girls Soccer Bassett at Staunton River
	 7pm	 Girls Soccer Magna Vista at Franklin 		
                                                  County
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer Staunton River at Bassett 		
                                                  (Smith River Complex)
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer Franklin County at Magna 		
            		                  Vista (Smith River Complex)
4/29	 4:30pm 	 Boys Tennis Carlisle at Eastern 		
	                                   Mennonite
4/30	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis Carlisle at Hargrave Military 	
	                                    Academy

Education leader Dr. 
Stewart Roberson to speak 
at P&HCC Commencement

Patrick & Henry Community 
College has announced that Dr. 
Stewart Roberson, chairman of 
the Patrick County Education 
Foundation (PCEF) Board, will 
deliver the commencement ad-
dress for P&HCC’s 2025 gradua-
tion ceremony.

Roberson is the chair of the 
Board of Shareholders for Mose-
ley Architects and a professor at 
the University of Virginia. He pre-
viously served as superintendent 
of schools in both Hanover County 
and Falls Church, Virginia, and 
has worked in education since 
1977. He has been recognized as 
a Virginia Business Virginia 500 
Power List member, a Virginia 
Foundation for Community Col-
lege Education board member 
emeritus, and an honorary mem-
ber of The American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) of Virginia.

Currently, Roberson serves as 
chair of the Board of Directors for 
Moseley Architects, the Forum 
Club of Richmond, the UVA K-12 
Advisory Council, and the VCU 
Autism Center for Excellence. He 
is also a trustee for the Virginia 
Foundation of Independent Col-
leges and AdvancED. Addition-
ally, he serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Prince William 
County Education Foundation, 
CodeVA, and the Cognia State Ad-
visory Committee.

“It is a true joy to be invited to 
have a front-row seat on May 17 
to witness the pride and accom-
plishments of the P&HCC Class 

of 2025! That day will be a terrific 
one of celebration as everyone ap-
plauds the graduates and the dif-
ference they will all make in our 
world,” Roberson said.

P&HCC President Dr. Greg 
Hodges added, “We are so grateful 
to Dr. Roberson for his advocacy 
and support of P&HCC and for his 
work to make Patrick Promise a 
reality for Patrick County High 
School graduates. His passion for 
education and the future of stu-
dents in our community is a true 
inspiration to us all.”

The commencement ceremony 
will take place in the Stone Hall 
gymnasium on Saturday, May 17, 
at 10 a.m.

Mentorship opportunities 
available for teens 

The Martinsville-Henry County 
Family YMCA announced that its 
dynamic mentorship program for 
teens began on February 25 and will 
continue, thanks to a grant to Pied-
mont Community Services from the 
Harvest Foundation. This program 
is designed to inspire and empower 
young minds through professional 
guidance and support, taking place 
every Tuesday and Thursday at 
4:30 p.m., providing a consistent 
and engaging environment for par-
ticipants.

The mentorship events will fea-
ture a variety of activities that will 
change each day, ensuring that ev-
ery session is fresh, exciting, and 
educational. Teens will have the 
unique opportunity to connect with 
professional mentors, fostering 
valuable relationships that can lead 
to personal and professional growth.

Mentors help teens develop es-
sential life skills, enhance their aca-
demic performance, and build self-
confidence. Additionally, mentors 
can introduce their mentees to new 
opportunities, including internships 

and job shadowing experiences, 
which are invaluable for career ex-
ploration. Mentorship programs like 
these can also help reduce dropout 
rates and encourage higher educa-
tion aspirations among teens.

“We are strong advocates for the 
power of connection. By cultivating 
meaningful relationships with pro-
fessional mentors, we are nurturing 
not only personal development but 
also a brighter future for our youth,” 
said Jakayse Monroe, the YMCA’s 
director of Youth and Teen Develop-
ment. 

Those interested in joining this 
mentorship program who are not 
current YMCA members are encour-
aged to contact Monroe at jakayse@
martinsvilleymca.com or call (276) 
632-6427.

The agency will assess eligibility 
for a complimentary YMCA mem-
bership, which provides access to fa-
cilities, programs, and a supportive 
community to enhance the mentor-
ship experience.

Next Sessions are set for Tuesday, 
March 25 and Thursday, March 27.

Baldwin
(cont. from page 1)

cludes a paved driveway and sidewalk con-
nection, two paved parking lots, a ¼-mile sur-
face loop, converts the existing tennis courts 
into basketball courts, a stage, and space for 
art exhibits or food trucks, transforming the 
park into an event space.

“One thing we heard from you all, as well as 
others, was that access to get down to the field 
was kind of difficult,” said Tim Johnson, the 
design firm’s director of Outdoor Recreation 
Planning. The first plan includes a driveway 
and sidewalk leading into the middle of the 
field. “This is a very simple design; we are not 
doing a whole lot of stuff.”

The second plan features a single parking 
lot near the courts, with an additional over-
flow parking area in the field. “We have an 

off-street parking lot for 22 cars with a drive 
aisle,” Johnson said. The basketball court in 
this plan is rotated sideways, with a play-
ground next to it.

However, the second plan would require 
leveling part of the park, which raised con-
cerns. Rain could make the ground too soft for 
accessible parking. 

Mayor LC Jones said, “You have to think 
of the handicap accessibility with parking in 
wet, damp areas.”

Another key factor in the redesign is the 
spring deadline for installing new outdoor ex-
ercise equipment, which was purchased with 
grant funding.

“It’s required to be installed by the end of 
May,” Public Works Director Greg Maggard 

said. The placement of the fitness pad in the 
second design could make grading the area 
difficult.

The second plan includes a cardio path lead-
ing to four separate fitness equipment pads, 
while the first design separates the exercise 
area from the basketball court with a fence.

“We’ve already made commitments with the 
location and placement of the fitness pads, so 
we would probably be looking at some version 
of the first option,” said Jones.

While current diagrams include space for 
the fitness equipment, the city has not final-
ized a plan. Maggard will send the dimen-
sions of the equipment pads to the design 
firm, which may revise the proposal accord-
ingly.
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& Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials 
& professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 

Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espa-
nol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mu-

tual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 

discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.

com/virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 

by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 

with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 

paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 

Buys Houses: 1-844-216-
5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 

text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlim-
ited talk and text with flex-
ible data plans. Premium 

nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based cus-

tomer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-

262-5564

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, 

tile, closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Refer-

ences. Bob Morehouse 
Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-

Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Fairy Stone State Park 
Now Hiring Multiple Sea-
sonal Positions! Beach 
Maintenance Ranger, 
Boathouse Ranger, 

Contact Ranger, Food 
Service Ranger, House-
keeping Ranger. Apply 

online: www.dcr.virginia.
gov/jobs Positions open 

until filled. 967 Fairystone 
Lake Drive Stuart, VA 
24171 276-930-2424

Master two-bed bed-
room for rent. Fully fur-
nished. 12 minutes from 
Martinsville. Will rent to 

55+ female. No smoking, 
pets or drinking. 1 per-
son, $359/month + $31 
for utilities. 2nd person 
$135. Call or text 276-

790-5965.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTION-

EERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. 

Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 

your target audiences. 
Call this paper or Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement 

Windows Installed! 
Starting at $350 Call 

804-739-8207 for More 

Details! Ronnie Jenkins 
II Windows, Siding, 

Roofing and Gutters! 
FREE Estimates! Call 

804-739-8207 for More 
Details! American Made 

Products!

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 

most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 

LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Gen-

erac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 

Call 1-844-947-1479 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 

shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 

time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 

colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – up 
to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install 
(for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 

1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-

ments and No Interest for 
18 months for customers 

who qualify. BCI Bath 

SERVICES

Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

FOR RENT

ADVERTISE!

Be sure to like 
the Henry 

County Enterprise 
on Facebook

LEGAL

LEGAL

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

Puzzle Answers!

Uptown Martinsville 
March Specials 

Prime Rib 8oz. ....$14.99
with Potatoes & Onions and Salad

Fresh Grilled Salmon ....$15.99
with lemon butter & linguine pasta

Lobster Ravioli ....$16.99
with Grilled Chicken 

One Dozen Stu� 
Mushrooms 

with crab meat

$13.99

8oz. Prime Rib
with Potatoes & Onions 

and Salad

$14.99

Fresh Grilled Salmon
with lemon butter 
& linguine pasta

$15.99

Chicken Alfredo 
Fettuccine

$14.99

Lobster Ravioli
with grilled chicken 

$16.99

Lunch Prices 
$8.99 to $12.99 

 PIANO MUSIC LIVE 
FRIDAY

Open 7 Days Week for Lunch & Dinner  • Reservations Accepted

147 East Main Street
Uptown Martinsville 276-638-4462

www.raniasrestaurant.com

FIN
D US ON

Hugh Selection To Choose From

We Have What You Are 
Looking For!!

RIVERSIDE FURNITURE
1580 GREENSBORO ROAD

MARTINSVILLE, VA

276-632-1286
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM • SATURDAY 9AM - 2PM

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
0315 0322

HENRY COUNTY PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REMOVE AN UNSAFE STRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER:
Olivia Walker (Life Estate)

Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the owner shall remove the structure which might endanger 
the public health or safety of other residents of the County on or before 
thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to do so will result 
in the County having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by the owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landowner: Olivia Walker (Life Estate)
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
 78 Summit Ridge Rd. - Ridgeway District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  72.2(016 )000 /005
 Account Number - 024020000 
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

dhall@theenterprise.net

Legal 2 col x 3-1/2”
0322
   

Board of Equalization
CITY OF MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA

Board of Equalization
Notice of Hearing

Public notice is hereby given that the City of Martinsville Board of 
Equalization will meet on the days hereafter listed for the purpose of 
hearing complaints of inequalities including errors in acreage. Upon 
hearing such complaints, either oral or written, the Board will give con-
sideration AND INCREASE, DECREASE, OR AFFIRM such real 
estate assessments. Before a change can be granted the taxpayer or agent 
must provide a preponderance of the evidence that the assessment of the 
property is not uniform with the assessments of other similar properties 
or that the property is assessed in excess of its fair market value.
Appointments will be scheduled every 15 minutes to minimize wait-
ing. To appear before the Board of Equalization, please call (276) 403-
5336 from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. by April 1, 2025. Meetings of the 
Board to hear objections will be held at New College Institute, 191 W. 
Fayette St., Martinsville, VA, Room B207. The dates and times are:
 March 26, 2025 - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
 April 3, 2025 - 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 April 7, 2025 - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
 April 17, 2025 - 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 April 30, 2025 - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
 May 8, 2025 - 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
If no hearings are scheduled for a particular day, the hearing will be 
cancelled and advertised.

By order of the City of Martinsville Board of Equalization
James M. Wyatt, III, Chairman
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None of the Above to headline PCMA show

None of the Above will headline 
the Patrick County Music Associa-
tion (PCMA) show on Saturday, 
March 22, at the Rotary Building 
in Stuart. Doors open at 5 p.m., 
with music starting at 6 p.m.

PCMA President Denny Alley 
described None of the Above as a 
Surry County-based group known 
for playing a wide variety of mu-
sic.

“They’re really a good band. I 

mean, they all have the ear moni-
tors like the Lonesome River 
Band, where they can hear and 
play, walk around through the au-
dience,” Alley said.

The event will also feature a 

performance by Johnny & Wendy 
Dearmon.

For more information or to 
watch past performances, visit 
Facebook.com/PatrickCountyMu-
sicAssociation.

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

Board delays reassessment, discusses budget 
proposal, tax rate 

The Patrick County 
Board of Supervisors 
approved a motion to 
cap the estate tax rate, 
delay the reassess-
ment, and continued 
discussions about the 
proposed fiscal year 
2025-26 budget at its 
March 10 meeting.

After voting to set 
the real estate tax 
rate at not more than 
73 cents per $100 of 
assessed value, which 
matches the current 
fiscal year’s rate, the 
board also approved 
a motion to delay the 
county’s next real es-
tate reassessment un-
til Jan. 1, 2027.

Commissioner of 
Revenue Glennda 
Morse explained that 
Virginia law requires a 
general reassessment 
of real estate every 
four years. However, 
counties with a popula-
tion of 50,000 or fewer 
may, by majority vote, 
extend the reassess-
ment cycle to five or six 
years.

Also discussed was a 
proposed ‘Access Con-
trol System’ for court 
proceedings held on 
the third floor, as re-
quested by General 

District Court Judge 
Joan Ziglar, according 
to discussion at the 
meeting.

County Administra-
tor Beth Simms said 
that according to Zi-
glar’s request from last 
year, the first phase of 
the access control plan 
was for a single point of 
entry. “Because right 
now, there are quite a 
few exits in this build-
ing. So, the first phase 
will be a single point of 
entry with all the oth-

er” entries and exits 
secured. 

“We can all wish and 
want, but that doesn’t 
necessarily mean 
that’s a requirement,” 
Andrew Overby, vice 
chairman and of the 
Dan River District, 
said, and added the 
county’s current se-
curity measures were 
sufficient.

Simms said Ziglar 
may disagree with that 
assessment, and added 
the security requested 

is outlined in the state 
code.

Overby said it isn’t 
and noted the require-
ments Simms refer-
enced were for circuit 
courts, not for Juvenile 
and Domestic Rela-
tions or General Dis-
trict courts.

“We have this floor 
secured by a deputy 
all day long, and I be-
lieve that what we 
have meets the re-
quirements and we 
do not need to secure 

the entire facility. I 
just spent half the day 
over at Carroll County 
looking at their facility 
today, they have abso-
lutely no access control 
for the entire build-
ing with the exception 
of the court wing, and 
that is where the court 
clerk and everybody for 
the courts is located. 
Everything else in the 
building is completely 
open, they use a key 
for every door,” he said.

As long as the third 

floor is staffed with the 
deputy as required to 
do so, Overby said he 
doesn’t think security 
measures need to go 
any further.

“If there’s a concern 
with people walking 
into county adminis-
tration – lock the door,” 
he said.

“So, just let her know 
that it is the Board of 
Supervisors’ opinion 
that we meet the re-
quirements,” Simms 
asked.

Commissioner of Revenue Glennda Morse requested the 
Board of Supervisors delay the real estate assessment by 
two years, or until January 1, 2027.

Berry, Wood Brothers Racing claim victory in 
NASCAR Cup Series Pennzoil 400

Josh Berry, driver of the #21 Motorcraft/Quick Lane Ford, celebrates in victory lane after 
winning the NASCAR Cup Series Pennzoil 400 at Las Vegas Motor Speedway on March 16, 
2025 in Las Vegas, Nevada. (Photo by Jonathan Bachman/Getty Images)  

School board approves $36.7 million budget for next fiscal year 

The Patrick County School Board approved its 
more than $26 million proposed budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

Schools Superintendent Jason Wood said this 
$36,747,259.98 is the first budget in a couple of 
years the division didn’t have federal funds for 
some staffing positions.

“We had some success coaches, some other as-
sistants that we were not able to continue with 

their employment. Each year over the last four 
years our ‘Other Amendments’ to our budget and 
also our ESSER/CARES funds have decreased, 
and those funds have been exhausted. Now it’s 
just reports we get to send to the state about how 
we did spend it,” he said.

As a result, the division is operating on a tight 
budget. Because of the calculation tool and the 
division’s lowering enrollment, Wood said it’s an-

ticipated to get even tighter for upcoming bud-
gets.

The budget follows the Virginia School Board 
Association (VSBA) model guidance, Wood said.

“The majority of all of our line items fall within 
their range other than Transportation because 
we’re a very rural community, and our Technolo-
gy because we’re a one-to-one school division, and 
then our size makes that also difficult,” he said.

The Patrick County School Board approved the $36,747,259.98 fiscal year 2025-2026 budget at its March 11 meeting.

FOIA expert: Meetings with supervisors followed law
The Feb. 26 closed-session 

meeting of the Economic Devel-
opment Authority (EDA) and a 
West Piedmont Planning District 
Commission (WPPDC) meeting 
on Feb. 27, both of which includ-
ed three county supervisors, did 
not violate Virginia’s Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) laws, ac-
cording to Alan Gernhardt, execu-
tive director of the FOIA Advisory 
Council. 

The quorum, or a majority, of 
the Patrick County Board of Su-
pervisors to attend the closed ses-
sion meeting of the EDA includ-

ed Clayton Kendrick, who is the 
county’s appointed liaison; An-
drew Overby, who had requested 
to attend; and Steve Marshall. 

The WPPDC meeting also in-
cluded three members: Kendrick, 
Jonathan Wood and Marshall. 

Gernhardt explained that while 
the presence of three supervisors 
meets the criteria for a meeting, 
their attendance was not consid-
ered an official board meeting be-
cause the members did not inter-
act or discuss business with each 
other.None of the Above will headline the Saturday, March 22 Patrick County Music Association 

(PCMA) show.
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• A rainbow on Venus is called a “glo-
ry.”

• LEGO bricks withstand compres-
sion better than concrete! An ordinary 
plastic LEGO brick can support the 
weight of 375,000 other bricks before 
it fails, which would theoretically allow 
you to build a tower nearing 3.5 km in 
height, but scaling that up to house-size 
bricks would prove too cost prohibitive.

• Giraffes are 30 times more likely to 
get hit by lightning than people are.

• Your brain is constantly eating itself, 
in a process called phagocytosis, where 
cells envelop and consume smaller 
cells or molecules to remove them from 
the system. Luckily, phagocytosis isn’t 
painful or harmful, but helps preserve 
gray matter.

• Identical twins don’t have the same 
fingerprints. 

• The sun makes a sound in the form 
of pressure waves, but it’s far beyond 
the range of human hearing.

• A comet smells like rotten eggs, 
urine, burning matches and almonds.

• One in 18 people have a third nipple. 
Known as polythelia, it’s caused by a 
mutation in inactive genes.

• Starfish don’t have bodies. Along 
with other echinoderms such as sea 
urchins and sand dollars, their entire 
“bodies” are technically classed as 
heads.

• There are roughly three ginger male 
cats to one ginger female. The ginger 
gene is found on the X chromosome, 
meaning female cats would require two 
copies of the gene to become ginger 
while males need just one.

• Martial artists who smile before the 
start of a match are more likely to lose.

• At a temperature of 54,000 F, a light-
ning bolt is five times hotter than the 
surface of the sun. 

• In the U.S., murder rates reportedly 
rise by 2.7% over the summer.

***
Thought for the Day: “All the art of 

living lies in a fine mingling of letting 
go and holding on.” — Havelock Ellis

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 

CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 708-7311 EXT. 

257   

STRANGE BUT TRUE #12345_20250317  

FOR RELEASE MARCH 17, 2025

By Lucie Winborne  

ADVERTISE!
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Historical Society to host “Living with Black Bears” lecture
The Martinsville-

Henry County His-
torical Society will 
present “Living with 
Black Bears” with 
Regina Flora as part 
of its Sunday After-
noon Lecture Series 
on Sunday, April 13, 
at 3 p.m. The event 
will take place at the 
Historic Henry Coun-
ty Courthouse, 1 E. 
Main St., Uptown 
Martinsville.

Black bears and hu-
man populations com-
monly coexist across 
North America, in-
cluding in Virginia, 
where bears are found 
throughout most of 
the state. As resi-
dential areas expand 
into forested lands, 
encounters between 
humans and bears 
have increased. The 
highest concentration 
of black bears occurs 
in the Blue Ridge and 

Allegheny mountains 
and around the Great 
Dismal Swamp.

Black bears capture 
human admiration 
and interest like few 
other wildlife species. 
Residents, commu-
nities, local govern-
ments, and the De-
partment of Wildlife 
Resources share the 
responsibility in pre-
venting problems and 
keeping bears wild.

Admission to the 
lecture is free. The 

Historic Henry Coun-
ty Courthouse is fully 
accessible, and the 
Martinsville-Henry 
County Heritage Mu-
seum will be open fol-
lowing the presenta-
tion.

Flora is an assistant 

educator with the 
Dan River Basin As-
sociation. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree 
in professional com-
munications from Old 
Dominion University 
and a master’s de-
gree in occupational 

and technical studies 
with a concentration 
in education. She is 
a Virginia Master 
Naturalist, chairs 
education outreach 
for the Southwest-
ern Piedmont Master 
Naturalist chapter, 

and participates in 
the Citizen Water 
Quality Monitoring 
program. Addition-
ally, she serves as a 
southern ambassador 
for Girls Who Hike 
Virginia, leading of-
ficial hikes.

Regina Flora

Public safety employees graduate from fire academy
A trio of Henry County Public Safety employees — Lt. Crystal Harbour, Aliyah Wimbush, and Michael Elliot — recently completed and graduated from the Virginia Fire Officers Academy.

Lt. Crystal Harbour Aliyah Wimbush Michael Elliot

Prepare now for potential 
extreme spring weather

Severe weather such 
as tornadoes, strong 
winds, hailstorms, flash 
floods and lightning can 
often accompany the ar-
rival of spring, which is 
just around the corner.

The State Corporation 
Commission’s Bureau 
of Insurance reminds 
Virginians that severe 
weather can strike any-
where and anytime. Pro-
tect yourself, your loved 
ones and your property 
physically and financial-
ly by planning ahead.

“Don’t wait until it’s 
too late,” said Virginia 
Insurance Commission-
er Scott A. White. “As-
sess your risk now and 
make sure you have the 
insurance coverage you 
need if severe spring 
weather damages your 
home, business, vehicles 
or other property. If you 
have questions, contact 
your insurance agent or 
company or the Bureau 
of Insurance.”

Virginians are encour-
aged to:

•     Review your insur-
ance policies and update 
them, if needed. Under-
stand what they do and 
do not cover, as well as 
any limits on coverage 
or deductibles you may 
have to pay when filing 
a claim.

•     Create a detailed 
inventory of your be-
longings including pho-
tos, serial numbers, vid-
eos and receipts. A home 
inventory can help facil-
itate the claims process 
if damage occurs. The 
National Association of 
Insurance Commission-
ers’ free home inventory 
app – available through 
the App Store and 
Google Play – can make 

creating a home inven-
tory easy.

•     Keep electronic 
copies of your home-
owners, auto and other 
insurance policies with 
your home inventory 
files and store paper files 
in a secure, fireproof 
and waterproof place. 
Take these documents 
with you if you must 
evacuate. These records 
will contain your policy 
numbers and the phone 
numbers of your insur-
ance companies in case 
you have questions or 
need to file a claim.

•     Keep in mind that 
standard homeowners, 
renters and commer-
cial insurance policies 
issued in Virginia typi-
cally do not cover dam-
age caused by floods, 
surface water or storm 
surge. Insurance cover-
age for direct flood and 
flood-related damage 
to homeowners, rent-
ers and businesses in 
eligible communities is 
available through the 
National Flood Insur-
ance Program (NFIP) 
and some private insur-
ers. There is typically a 
30-day waiting period 
before a flood insurance 
policy takes effect. To 
learn more, contact your 
insurance agent; call the 
NFIP at 877-336-2627; 
or visit floodsmart.gov.

Automobile other-
than-collision insurance 
coverage, often called 
“comprehensive” insur-
ance coverage, helps 
pay to repair or replace 
vehicles if they are sto-
len or damaged by such 
things as fire, water, 
wind, hail, vandalism, 
glass breakage, falling 
objects or contact with 

an animal.
Know what to do if 

your home, business, ve-
hicles or other property 
are damaged due to a se-
vere weather event. The 
Bureau recommends the 
following:

Once the danger or 
risk has passed, contact 
your insurance company 
or agent as soon as pos-
sible.

Make any necessary 
emergency repairs and 
take reasonable steps to 
prevent further damage 
to your property once it 
is safe to do so.

Make a list of all dam-
age to your property and 
include photographs, 
notes and repair-related 
receipts.

Consult your insur-
ance agent or company 
before throwing away 
damaged property.

The Bureau offers 
free consumer guides for 
homeowners and com-
mercial property own-
ers with information 
about what to do when 
a disaster strikes. These 
and many other con-
sumer insurance guides 
are available on the Bu-
reau’s website at scc.
virginia.gov/consumers/
insurance.

To learn more, contact 
the Consumer Services 
Section of the Bureau’s 
Property and Casualty 
Division toll-free at 877-
310-6560 or in Rich-
mond at 804-371-9185.

For additional emer-
gency preparedness 
information relating 
to various types of di-
sasters and hazards, 
visit the Virginia De-
partment of Emergency 
Management website at 
vaemergency.gov.

Kid Pan Alley leads songwriting 
workshop at Campbell Court

Kid Pan Alley held group song-
writing workshops for 70 third and 
fourth grade students March 10-12 at 
Campbell Court Elementary. These 
workshops were presented as part of 
Piedmont Arts’ educational outreach 
programming. They were funded in 
part by the Virginia Commission for 
the Arts and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts.

The group’s professional teaching 
artists Cheryl and Paul Reis guided 
students through the process of writ-
ing original songs together as a team 
– sparking creativity, building com-
munity, and fostering respect for di-
verse perspectives.

The students spent two days writ-

ing and practicing their songs titled, 
“All About Kindness,” “Math Just 
Doesn’t Add Up,” “Bassett Bengals,” 
and “My Friends.” They performed 
the songs for their teachers and class-
mates on the final day.

Piedmont Arts’ educational out-
reach programs are presented free of 
charge to students and schools. The 
museum reaches more than 5,000 
students per year with its program-
ming. To make a donation to the mu-
seum’s Kay Smith Education Fund 
in support of this programming, visit 
PiedmontArts.org/secure/donate.cfm.

For more information on education-
al outreach, exhibits and events, visit 
PiedmontArts.org.
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Safety initiative launched to prevent accidents 
involving farm equipment this spring

Spring is when drivers share the road with 
farmers moving oversize equipment. And when 
normal traffic meets with larger, slower vehicles, 
there’s an increased risk of accidents.

That is one of the reasons the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Farm Safety Program started a new ini-
tiative—Safety Awareness for Farm Equipment 
on Roadways, or SAFER.

The initiative kicked off with a contest to raise 
awareness of slow-moving and large farm equip-
ment on the roadways, and the potential dangers 
involved in transporting them.

The Farm Bureau safety program is inviting 
community groups and civic and youth organiza-
tions to create visual displays depicting the size 
difference between farm equipment and regular 
vehicles. The goal is to have displays in high-traf-
fic public areas that will help make drivers more 
aware of farm equipment on the roadways.

“If you can’t see a farmer, then they can’t see 
you,” noted Matt Nuckols, chair of Farm Bureau 
Farm Safety Advisory Committee. “And besides, 
it’s illegal to pass on a roadway with a double sol-
id line—even if the driver ahead of you is going 

extremely slow.”
Additionally, one contest category is for edu-

cational campaigns that don’t involve a physical 
display, and another is for the most effective use 
of media channels to educate drivers about the 
presence of farm equipment on roadways.

The contest runs through Oct. 31, and winners 
will be eligible for thousands of dollars in cash 
prizes. For details, visit vafb.com/Safety.

Many Virginia farmers don’t have the luxury 
of cultivating all their acreage on one farm. They 
often have to move equipment from field to field 
as they plant, tend and harvest crops.

Springtime in Virginia is when farmers are 
planting corn and soybeans while also harvest-
ing barley, rye and wheat. Some of them also 
start cutting hay in May, Nuckols explained. The 
equipment needed for planting and harvesting 
includes applicators, balers, combines and spray-
ers, some of which can be up to 16 feet wide. 
When the average highway lane is 10 to 12 feet, 
that means there’s not much room for maneuver-
ing.

Drivers shouldn’t assume that a farmer can 

pull over to let someone pass. Shoulder condi-
tions may make it unsafe to pull heavy equip-
ment to the side of the road.

But make sure you know the farmer’s inten-
tions before passing.

Farmers with large equipment are usually easy 
to spot. Virginia law requires vehicles that trav-
el slower than 25 mph and are being driven on 
public roads to be equipped with rear-mounted 
triangular slow-moving vehicle emblems. These 
reflective orange signs act as a warning to ap-
proaching drivers to slow down.

Farm equipment can’t stop quickly. For ex-
ample, if the equipment is traveling 15 mph, it 
would take a car traveling 55 mph 5 seconds to 
brake 300 feet—the length of a football field—to 
avoid a collision.

Often drivers think they can quickly pass 
farming equipment, but what if the farmer is 
planning to make a left-hand turn while you’re 
passing?

“It could be disastrous,” Nuckols said. “And be-
cause farm equipment is so large, the car may 
take the brunt of the damage.”

Richmond Ballet performs ‘Cinderella’ for 
more than 1,100 students 

as part of Piedmont Arts’ educational outreach
Dancers from the Richmond 

Ballet Studio Company per-
formed “Cinderella” for 1,141 el-
ementary students on March 3 at 
schools in Martinsville and Hen-
ry County. These performances 
were part of Piedmont Arts’ edu-
cational outreach programming 
and were funded in part by the 
Virginia Commission for the Arts 
and the National Endowment for 
the Arts.

Students from Campbell Court, 
Sanville, Albert Harris and Mt. 
Olivet elementary schools saw 
performances of this classic tale 
with a twist. This version was 
told from the viewpoint of the tit-
ular character’s bossy stepsister, 
but retained the well-known plot 
of a kindhearted girl who is treat-
ed unfairly and perseveres with 
the help of her fairy godmother. 

The performances were filled 
with lots of comedic moments 
and offered students a compel-
ling introduction to the language 
of ballet through a combination 
of storytelling, audience partici-
pation and dance. The dancers 
engaged the students throughout 
the performance by encourag-
ing positive communication and 
including them in the story by 
teaching them a special dance, 
how to conduct music and how to 
execute a proper bow. After each 
performance, the dancers held 
a Q&A where they fielded ques-
tions from students about pointe 
shoes and how to stand in them, 
gravity-defying lifts and the be-
hind-the-scenes magic of a quick 
costume change.

Richmond Ballet is the state 
ballet of Virginia. This premier 

dance organization champions 
ballet and is dedicated to awak-
ening, uplifting and uniting hu-
man spirits through the power 
of dance. Dancers in its Studio 
Company represent the highest 
level of the professional training 
program of the School of Rich-
mond Ballet. 

Piedmont Arts’ educational 
outreach programs are presented 
free of charge to students and 
schools. The museum reaches 
more than 5,000 students per 
year with its programming. To 
make a donation to the museum’s 
Kay Smith Arts Education Fund 
in support of this programming, 
visit PiedmontArts.org/secure/
donate.cfm.

For more information on edu-
cational outreach, exhibits and 
events, visit PiedmontArts.org.

‘Investment Insights’ 
series seeks to inform 

residents about 
county finances

By Cole Hall
Brandon Martin, 

Henry County’s pub-
lic information officer, 
is working to improve 
public understand-
ing of how local gov-
ernment funds are 
used. His new series, 
Investment Insights, 
aims to inform resi-
dents about how their 
tax dollars are spent 
and invested in the 
community.

As public informa-
tion officer, Martin is 
responsible for ensur-
ing the county gov-
ernment communi-
cates effectively with 
residents. “I’m always 
looking for differ-
ent ways to keep the 
public informed. And 
I think public educa-
tion is not something 
we’ve done as much of 
in the past, so we’re 
reaching out,” he said. 
He attends board 
meetings, manages 
the county’s social 
media accounts, and 
oversees communica-
tions for several pub-
lic officials.

Martin emphasized 
that social media 
updates are an ad-
ditional resource but 
encouraged residents 
to continue contacting 
their local representa-
tives as well. His goal 
is to create more av-

enues for citizens to 
stay informed.

His current fo-
cus is on the Board 
of Supervisors, and 
he plans to provide 
ongoing updates 
about their meetings 
through social media. 
“It’s important to re-
move barriers to peo-
ple’s understanding of 
these situations. We 
can show the trends 
and how policies are 
connected and how 
things that happened 
two years ago can give 
you a better outlook 
on things,” he said.

He noted that pub-
lic meetings are post-
ed on YouTube, and 
phone lines remain 
open for questions. 
“Being informed on 
government is a vigi-
lant effort. One social 
media post isn’t going 
to give you all the in-
formation you need,” 
he said.

Martin hopes in-
creased transparency 
will encourage more 
residents to attend 
meetings and engage 
with local govern-
ment. While social 
media provides infor-
mation, he said meet-
ings offer valuable 
context and allow 
residents to interact 
directly with decision-
makers.

Wanted man arrested after high-speed chase in county

Henry County Sher-
iff’s deputies were in 
the area of Stultz Road 
in the Collinsville area 
around 10:05 a.m. on 
March 13, according to 
a release from Henry 
County Sheriff Wayne 
Davis. 

The deputies ob-
served a white Chevro-
let SUV traveling at a 
high rate of speed and 
traveling in the wrong 
lane into oncoming 
traffic on Stultz Road. 

The white SUV also 
matched the descrip-
tion of the vehicle that 
Gregory Yuron Camp-
bell was alleged to be 
traveling in, deputies 
observed the driver of 
the vehicle and were 
able to identify the driv-
er as Campbell, who 
was wanted in by Mar-
tinsville authorities 
on three counts of pro-
bation violation, with 
underlying charges of 
delinquency of a minor, 
child abuse and felony 
elude police. He was 
also wanted in Henry 
County on three counts 
of misdemeanor credit 
fraud, two counts of fel-
ony credit card larceny 
and one count of misde-
meanor petty larceny. 

Deputies attempted 
to make a traffic stop, 
but the vehicle failed 
to stop and a pursuit 
ensued, with the Chev-
rolet allegedly continu-
ing to travel at a high 

rate of speed, fleeing 
from county deputies, 
Virginia State Police, 
and Martinsville Police 
through the Collins-
ville, Fieldale, and Bas-
sett communities.

The pursuit continued 
onto Sunset Drive in 
the Bassett community, 
where deputies located 
a woman on the side of 
the road who appeared 
injured. Deputies im-
mediately stopped 
to check the female’s 
well-being, where she 
advised deputies that 
the driver of the ve-
hicle had taken control 
of her vehicle when she 
offered him a ride, then 
would not let her out of 
the vehicle. When the 
vehicle’s speed slowed 
down on Sunset Road, 
she jumped from the ve-
hicle. 

Deputies briefly lost 
sight of the vehicle, but 
located it at 1171 Sun-
set Drive, where the 

vehicle had hit a retain-
ing wall on the prop-
erty. Deputies observed 
Campbell allegedly run-
ning on foot from the lo-
cation of the vehicle. 

Deputies, Virginia 
State Police Troopers, 
and a Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office K-9 
team then engaged in 
a foot pursuit. Camp-
bell was apprehended 
a short time later in a 
wooded area off of Sun-
set Drive, and taken 
into custody without 
any additional incident. 
He was transported 
to Sovah Martinsville 
Emergency Room for 
minor injuries, where 
he was treated and re-
leased. The woman was 
treated on scene for mi-
nor injuries by Henry 
County Public Safety.

Campbell, 52, of 66 
Willow Ct., Martins-
ville, was charged with 
abduction by force, 
elude police, and hit 

and run attended/fail-
ure to stop — all felony 
counts. He was also 
served with the out-
standing warrants from 
Martinsville and Henry 
County. 

Currently, Campbell 
is being held in the 
Henry County Adult 
Detention Center with 
no bond. 

Davis said his office 
thanks the Virginia 
State Police, Martins-
ville Police Department, 
Henry County Depart-
ment of Public Safety, 
and the Bassett Volun-
teer Fire Department 
for their assistance 
with this incident. 

“As your sheriff, I 
want to take a moment 
to address a paramount 
concern regarding high-
speed pursuits. While 
our primary duty is to 
protect and serve you, 
we must also acknowl-
edge the dangers that 
these chases can pose, 

not only to our officers 
but to innocent by-
standers as well,” Da-
vis added. “High-speed 
pursuits can lead to 
serious accidents, in-
juries, and even loss of 
life. Our commitment 
to apprehending vio-
lent criminals remains 
steadfast, but we are 
equally dedicated to 
finding a balance that 
prioritizes the safety of 
our community. 

“It is our mission to 
use pursuit strategies 
that minimize risks and 
focus on the greater 
good. Henry County is a 
community of rules and 
laws, and we will not 
allow violent criminals 
to have free reign and 
avoid apprehension. We 
are constantly evalu-
ating our policies to 
ensure that we uphold 
justice while protecting 
our citizens,” he wrote, 
adding “thank you for 
your trust in us.” 

Gregory Yuron Campbell

dhall@theenterprise.net
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Chapter of National Society of Black Engineers 
celebrates major wins at annual convention 

The Martinsville-Henry County 
Chapter of the National Society of 
Black Engineers (M-HC NSBE) 
returned from the NSBE 2025 
Annual Convention in Chicago 
with remarkable achievements. 

The chapter’s middle school 
Ten80 team competed on March 
6, securing first place in the race 
events, showcasing their engi-
neering and problem-solving 
skills on a national stage. Be-
cause of their success at the an-
nual convention, the team was 
invited to participate in the 2025 
Ten80 STEM Challenge Nation-
als at Charlotte Motor Speedway 
on April 25-26.

“We couldn’t be prouder of these 

young students,” said M-HC 
NSBE head mentor Helen How-
ell. “This was the first year that 
we had a middle school Ten80 
team, so to come home with a 
first-place trophy truly shows 
how remarkable these students 
are.” 

Adding to the celebration, two 
outstanding members of M-HC 
NSBE were honored with Golden 
Torch Awards, a prestigious na-
tional recognition within NSBE. 
Anaya Maseko received the Ris-
ing Star in Academia (Middle 
School) award, while Destiny 
Johnson was named Pre-College 
Student of the Year (Female). 

“These accomplishments high-

light the dedication, talent, and 
hard work of the NSBE students,” 
said NCI Executive Director 
Joe Sumner. “We are incredibly 
proud of their success and look 
forward to seeing them continue 
to excel in STEM fields.” 

Additionally, M-HC NSBE had 
two MathCounts teams, two Kid-
Wind teams and a Black History 
team that competed at the conven-
tion. When the students weren’t 
competing, they participated in 
workshops, explored a college 
fair featuring top universities, 
and engaged with representa-
tives from more than 300 leading 

companies at a career fair. They 
also had the chance to tour Chi-
cago, visiting landmarks such as 
former President Obama’s house, 
various museums, Lake Michi-
gan, and local universities. 

The M-HC NSBE chapter re-
mains committed to fostering the 
next generation of engineers and 
innovators. For more information 
about M-HC NSBE and how to 
get involved, visit www.newcol-
legeinstitute.org and click “REG-
ISTER NOW,” or contact Howell 
by email at hhowell1972@yahoo.
com or phone at (276) 252-8501.

Anaya Maseko Destiny Johnson

NSB Ten80 Team from left, Shirley Williams, Ronikka Hannans, Simone Redd (advisors), 
Alyssa Williams, Zoey Hannans, Keegan Redd, Loren Redd (advisor), Josiah Law, Keisha 
Law and Ken Law (coaches).

The Martinsville-Henry County Chapter of the National Society of Black Engineers (M-HC NSBE) returned from the NSBE 2025 Annual Convention in Chicago with awards and 
recognition.

Youth board springs children into 
reading at Books & Bunnies event

The Harvest Youth 
Board is thrilled to 
once again bring joy 
and learning to the 
community through 
its annual Books and 
Bunnies. This free, 
family-friendly event 
will take place on Sat-
urday, March 22nd, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the Monogram 
Smith River Sports 
Complex, located at 
1000 Irisburg Road, 
Axton, welcoming 
families from Mar-
tinsville and Henry 
County with children 
up to age 12.

Designed to en-
courage literacy and 
community engage-
ment, every child at-
tending will receive a 
free book. In addition 
to book giveaways, 
children will have 
the chance to con-
nect with local orga-
nizations and enjoy a 
variety of interactive 
games and activities. 
Families can also 
look forward to Kona 
Ice and Palumbo’s 
Hoagie House food 
trucks.

A highlight of this 
year’s event is the ex-
citing egg hunt at 12 
p.m., with 15,000 hid-
den eggs—including 
15 special Harvest 
eggs. Lucky children 
who find a Harvest 
egg will receive a spe-
cial gift basket filled 
with fun surprises. 
This year, the event 
features a single egg 
hunt rather than two 
separate hunts, mak-
ing it an even bigger 
adventure for young 
participants.

Madison Crowe, 
Vice Chair of the 
Harvest Youth Board 
and Special Events 
Committee Chair, 
sharing her enthu-
siasm for the event, 
said, “Seeing the joy 
on children’s faces as 
they hunt for eggs, 
pick out a book, slide 
down the giant inflat-
able slide, or receive 
a balloon animal is 
truly heartwarm-
ing. The hard work 
and dedication of our 
Youth Board make a 
real impact on these 
kids and their fami-

lies, and I’m forever 
grateful to be part 
of organizing this in-
credible event.”

This event would 
not be possible with-
out the dedication 
of community vol-
unteers. Last year, 
more than 40 vol-
unteers — many of 
whom are local youth 
under the age of 18—
worked alongside the 
Harvest Youth Board 
to bring Books and 
Bunnies to life.

India Brown, Har-
vest Youth Board Ad-
visor, expressed her 
pride in the board’s 
efforts,

“As advisors, Sta-
cy Peters and I are 
honored to support 
the Youth Board in 
bringing their ‘Books 
and Bunnies’ idea to 
fruition each year. 
This is their vision, 
and we are so proud 
of their passion for 
serving the commu-

nity and creating 
a meaningful, fun-
filled experience for 

local families.”
For more informa-

tion about the Har-

vest Youth Board, 
visit www.harvesty-
outhboard.org.

Attendees meet a puppy and staff from the Martinsville 
Henry County SPCA.

An attendee shows off her face paint artwork.A youngster attending the Books & Bunnies event hunts for 
eggs during the egg hunt.

Harvest Youth Board members pose under the entrance to Books and Bunnies.

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services
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SPECTRUMSPECTRUM
The full

SPECTRUM of
Musculoskeletal services in
an integrated system...
offering the FUTURE of

Healthcare today.

• ORTHOPEDICS

• RHEUMATOLOGY

• PAIN MANAGEMENT

• FAMILY MEDICINE

• SPINE CARE

• CLINICAL RESEARCH

• SPORTS MEDICINE OUTREACH

• PHYSICAL THERAPY

SAME DAY
X-RAYS
• WALK-INS ACCEPTED
• SHORTER WAIT TIMES
• CASH PAY OPTION AVAILABLE

NO REFERRAL NEEDED
UNLESS REQUIRED BY INSURANCE

MONDAY - FRIDAY 08:00 AM - 4:30 PM

2 CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

DANVILLE
109 Bridge Street • 4th Floor
434-793-4711

MARTINSVILLE
1075 Spruce Street
276-790-3233

ORTHOPEDIC WALK-INS ACCEPTED

Meet Our
Providers

EUGENE “GENE” F.
JACKSON, MPAS, PA-CEugene “Gene” F. Jackson, MPAS, PA-C has been

NCCPA Board Certified Physician Assistant since
1979 after having graduated from Alderson Broaddus
University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Physician
Assistant Studies. Prior to his degree, Gene was a
Sergeant in the U.S. Air Force, completing his service
in 1975. Gene then entered the U.S. Army National
Guard from 1980 to 2005 as the Chief Physician
Assistant and honorably discharged as a Colonel in
2005. During his service, Gene also completed his
Masters of Physician Assisted Studies with a specialty
in orthopedic surgery from the University
of Nebraska in 2001.
Recently, Gene re-joined our practice as a seasoned
provider maintaining his passion of orthopedics and
assisting our orthopedic doctors primarily in the clinic.
Gene has lived locally in the Danville area for over 25
years and enjoys time outside the office with his wife
and two children.

Paddle the Dan during April’s outing
The Dan River Basin Association’s (DRBA’s) April 

5, First Saturday Outing will feature a section of the 
Dan River in Rockingham County for a paddle that 
will use a new access/takeout location between May-
odan and Eden. Long time DRBA volunteers Mark 
Bishopric and Tom Taylor will coordinate this 4.3 
mile (2.5 hour) float past Eagle Falls Island and an 
area known locally as “the Bent” as spring comes to 
life along the river.

Participants will meet by 9 a.m. at the Settles 
Bridge Access, located off Settles Bridge Road at 290 
Dan River Road. Dan River Road intersects Settles 
Bridge Road just south of the bridge and dead ends 
at the Rockingham County Public Access, to unload 
boats and gear and set the shuttle.

According to Bishopric, “The batteau era sluices 
and native American fish traps are readily visible 
along this stretch of river. This paddle will take out 
at the Rockingham Game Lands property, a project 
that started a few years ago with the 1,000-acre pur-
chase by NC Department of Wildlife. The paddling 
access was sponsored by Duke Energy. This recently 
completed concrete access provides good parking, 
and less steep access than typically available on the 
piedmont stretches of the Dan River.”

Immediately after the paddle starts, there are 
two ledges, and batteau sluices, at just over a mile 
downstream when approaching Eagle Falls Island, 
with one larger ledge and related batteau era stone-
work for sluices. Another mile downstream, as the 
river passes tributaries Rockhouse Creek and Roach 
Creek, “Reese’s Rock” jumps out of the river on the 
right-hand side. After a few more batteau sluices and 1.5 miles downstream, we will enter the “NC Game 

Lands” property bordering the south side of the river 
and reach our takeout point.

At normal water levels, this section offers mostly 
calm waters and Bishopric considers this stretch of 
the river “novice friendly with one small drop as the 
river passes Eagle Falls Island.”

Along with natural ledges, paddlers will pass V-
shaped fish traps, used for centuries by Native Amer-
icans and European settlers to channel fish into nets 
or baskets during their annual spawning runs. 

After loading boats at the Game Lands access, par-
ticipants will truly be in the center of Rockingham 
County, depending on the participants route home, 
you are 5-8 miles away from Eden, Madison, Mayo-
dan, Reidsville or Wentworth and you may enjoy 
having lunch or visiting a site in these communities. 
Visit https://www.visitrockingham.com/ for more in-
formation.

Additional interesting facts about this river sec-
tion’s history, culture, and nearby attractions are 
found in Maps 51 – 52 of DRBA’s publication, “An 
Insider’s Guide to the Dan River in North Carolina 
and Virginia,” available at ShopDRBA. https://www.
danriver.org/support-drba/shop/shop-our-products

Participants in the outing are asked to provide boat 
and paddles, life jacket, lunch and water, and to dress 
in layers of artificial (quick drying) fabric or wool. All 
participants must sign a waiver prior to the event.   

For trip information, contact trip coordinators 
Bishopric at (336) 627-6204 or email markb@irviner-
iver.com or Taylor at (336) 402-6100.

Outings and meetings of the Dan River Basin As-
sociation are open to the public without charge.

Photo courtesy of DRBA

Sign-ups begin for 5th annual 
Miss Henry County Fair Pageant

The registration period is now 
open for the 5th annual Miss Hen-
ry County Fair Pageant, which will 
take place on May 31 at the Henry 
County Recreation Center. Age di-
visions for the contest range from 
babies to adults, and no previous 
pageant experience is required.

“The Miss Henry County Fair 
Pageant is a fun and exciting op-
portunity for young ladies in our 
community to show off their tal-
ents, beauty, and poise,” said Roger 
Adams, director of Henry County 
Parks and Recreation and the Hen-
ry County Fair.

“Winning the Miss Henry County 
Fair Pageant is more than just a 
title—it’s an opportunity to inspire, 

lead, and shape the future. It opens 
doors for young ladies to grow, con-
nect with their community, and 
build a platform that highlights 
their passions, dreams, and ambi-
tions,” he added.

The winner of the “Miss” cat-
egory, for ages 17-22, will compete 
in the Miss Virginia Association of 
Fairs Pageant in January 2026 in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, and will 
represent the Henry County Fair 
for a year.

The pageant is sponsored by 
Jones & Deshon Orthodontics and 
Roanoke Valley Orthodontics. For 
more information, contact Henry 
County Parks and Recreation at 
(276) 634-4640.

Congressional staff 
to hold local hours
Rep. Morgan Griffith’s Ninth Dis-

trict staff will be available in Henry 
and Patrick counties on March 26.

•	 In the Henry County Ad-
ministration Building, Summerlin 
Room - Board of Supervisors Meet-
ing Chambers, 3300 Kings Moun-
tain Road, Martinsville, from 10–
11:30 a.m.

•	 In the Patrick County Ad-
ministration Building, Conference 
Room, 106 Rucker Street, Stuart, 
from 12:30–2 p.m.

In the event of inclement weather 
(heavy snow, sleet, icy rain, etc.), 
traveling office hours may be re-
scheduled to avoid putting con-
stituents at risk. If local schools 
are closed, then office hours will be 
closed as well. 

Call the Christiansburg Office 
at (540) 381-5671 or the Abingdon 
Office at (276) 525-1405 with any 
questions or to schedule an ap-
pointment time in the event of an 
office hour closure.

Submit your community news and photos to 
dhall@theenterprise.net 


