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Proposed fiscal 2025-
26 budget holds line on
taxes, dips into savings

By Cole Hall

At a special meet-
ing on April 3, the
Henry County Board
of  Supervisors re-
viewed the proposed
budget for fiscal year
2025-26, totaling
$222 815,547—an  in-
crease of $15,073,695,
or 7.3 percent, from
the previous year,
even though the coun-
ty’s primary revenue
sources are projected
to decline by 2.1 per-
cent collectively.

This proposed spend-
ing plan would support
essential county ser-
vices, including public
schools, law enforce-
ment, emergency ser-
vices, and other core
utilities that impact
residents daily.
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HENRY COUNTY
BUDGET PRESENTATION

Henry County Administrator Dale Wagoner presents the
proposed spending plan for the upcoming fiscal year at a
recent Board of Supervisors meeting. (Contributed)

County Administra-
tor Dale Wagoner ex-
plained the proposal

included no recom-
mendations to increase
(See Fiscal p. 10)

Edwards welcomed at first
meeting as interim board member

By Jessica Dillon

Valeria Edwards took her seat as
the interim Horsepasture District
representative during the Henry
County School Board’s recent meet-
ing at Magna Vista High School.

“I know you're going to do a great
job,” Mary Martin, a former school
board member, said during public
comment. “Your resume speaks for
itself.”

“It’s a pleasure to be here, it’s a
pleasure to serve,” Edwards said.

The meeting also included a stu-
dent showcase and approval of the
Fiscal Year 202526 Perkins Grant.

Career and Technical Education
Coordinator Kyana Smith present-
ed the Perkins Grant, a federal pro-
gram supporting career and techni-
cal education at both secondary and
post-secondary levels.

“We hope to see an increase in this
year’s funding,” Smith said. The di-
vision is seeking a $27,458 increase
to support technology, equipment,
student activities, professional de-
velopment, and software subscrip-
tions. Funding is expected in July
2025.

In other matters, the board:

Recognized several students for
academic excellence and national
honors, including Chandler Motley
— African American National Rec-
ognition Award, Kennedy McPher-
son — Rural National Recognition
Award,

Breanna Boyd — First Generation
National Recognition Award, Des-
tiny Walker — QuestBridge Scholar.

*Bassett High School Honorees

Boys Basketball:

All Piedmont District First Team:
Isiah Perkins

Second Team: David Cook, Zyreak
Manns

Honorable Mention: Nate Green,
Josiah Cahill

Region 3D Second Team: Isiah
Perkins

Girls Basketball:

All Piedmont District First Team:
Egypt Phillips

Second Team: Addison Wimbush,
Alexis Hodge

Region Second Team: Egypt Phil-
lips

Honorable Mention: Alexis Hodge

Varsity & JV Girls Basketball
(2024-25):

Piedmont District Regular Sea-
son and Tournament Champions

Player of the Year: Miranda
Reynolds

First Team: Miranda Reynolds,
Sanaa Hairston, Mya Moyer

Second Team: Amari Hairston

Honorable Mention: Akira Martin

Region 3D First Team: Miranda
Reynolds

Region 3D Second Team: Sanaa
Hairston, Mya Moyer

Technology Awards

Southern  Virginia  Regional
Technology Consortium (SVRTC)
award recipients included Jason
Wyatt — Technology Support (Net-
work Developer), Kyana Smith —
Technology Teacher, Becki Bishop
— Technology Instruction Support
(Media Specialist, CCE), Brittany
Brummitt — Technology Leadership
(Coordinator, Career Academy).

* Christy Landon, director of Hu-
man Resources, presented policy
updates, part of the board’s trian-
nual review process.

The board also recognized the fol-
lowing observances:

*2025 VSBA Workforce Readi-
ness Month

*Month of the Military Child

*National School Library Month

Martinsville City Council members are pictured at a joint meeting with the Martinsville City
School Board.

City officials hear
proposed school budget

By Taylor Boyd

The Martinsville City Coun-
cil and Martinsville City School
Board heard the proposed fiscal
year (FY) 2025-2026 expense bud-
get of $28,929,625 and the proposed
$28,093,421 revenue budget at a
Monday, April 7 joint meeting.

Schools Superintendent Dr. Zebe-
dee Talley, Jr. said there is a vari-
ance of $836,204 between the two
budgets.

“That’s again, after looking at ev-
erything we anticipated that’s com-
ing in,” he said.

Talley said the division is an-
ticipating receiving $22,195,938 in
state entitlements, $5,542,637 in
local funds, and $354,846 in grants
and other funds.

The local funding is $5,542,637
with a Required Local Effort (RLE)
and Required Local Match (RLM) of
$650,000.

“So, our new request looking at
what we requested from the last
year is $186,204. That’s our net
from last year; what was appropri-

ated last year. This should hope-
fully cover our local match and en-
titles us to get the state funds that
we need. Those of you that have
done this budget before know that
without that local match, we don’t
get funds. The state subtracts from
what we actually need,” Talley said.
The expense budget increased by
$879,352 from the previous year.
Within the budget, $20,522,182
will be used for the instruction line
item, an increase of $412,449 from
the previous year, and $1.6 million
is for instructional technology.
Direct administration will have
an expenditure of approximately
$1.4 million and attendance and
health will have $670,000. These
line items have increases of $21,373
and $32,904 respectively.
Approximately $1,370,000 is ear-
marked for the Transportation cat-
egory and Maintenance has a pro-
posed expenditure of $3,404,799.
Transportation has an increase of
$42,299 and Maintenance has an
(See City Officials p. 9)

Four constitutional
officer seats on the ballot
in upcoming election

By Taylor Boyd

The City of Martinsville’s four
constitutional officer positions
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Com-
missioner of Revenue, Sheriff, and
Treasurer - will be on the ballot in
November.

Director of Elections Sara Work-
man said no city council positions
will be on the ballot.

“That will not be until next year.
It will just be two seats next year
because they just had an elec-
tion last year for the three,” she
said.

Those wishing to have their
names on the ballot for these po-
sitions must turn in their election
packets by Tuesday, June 17 at 7
p.m.

Workman said the only candi-
date that’s turned in their packet
is Sheriff Steve Draper.

Council member  Rayshaun
Gravely 1s the only person to have

picked up a packet from the Regis-
trar’s Office.

While candidates can run as
write-in candidates in the election,
Workman said it’s easier to have
your name on the ballot “because
you have to have a certain percent-
age of people that write your name
in. But yes, you can win through a
write-in vote,” she said.

Candidates can pick up election
packets at the Registrar’s Office
Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m.

While the packets are available
online through the Department of
Elections website, Workman said
they aren’t as detailed or set out as
the ones available in the office.

“You kind of have to hunt and
fish through it through the Depart-
ment of Elections website, but they
do have all the information on the
website, and it lays out everything
there as well,” she said.

Cartwright to challenge Phillips for state post

By Jessica Dillon
Melody Cartwright,
68, is challenging in-

cumbent Del. Eric
Phillips, R-Martins-
ville, for the 48th

House District seat,
which includes the city
of Martinsville and
parts of Henry and
Pittsylvania counties.
Cartwright, a demo-
crat, said she is seek-
ing the post on Nov. 4
because she believes
in “no election unop-
posed,” and that “it’s
crucial to keep the
Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia Blue in 2026.”
Her top three plat-
forms are human
rights, fully funding
public education, and
affordable housing and
healthcare.

“Human rights is a
pretty big area, and
that includes civil
rights, which I thought
we already handled.
We are going back-
wards under Governor
Youngkin, he’s been
wanting to take histo-
ry out of school books,”
Cartwright said.

She also supports ru-
ral healthcare expan-
sion and the protection
of women’s rights.

“Women’s rights, you
are walking those back
too. It’s not just about
abortion, it’s about a
lot of things like wom-
en’s health and birth
control,” she said.

Cartwright said she
plans to advocate for
full funding of the De-
partment of Education

but noted that school
funding is uncertain.

“We don’t know with

education,

because

right now (President)
Trump wants to take
out the national educa-
tion system and throw
it to the states,” she
said. “I will be a fight-
er to roll that back if it

happens.”

She has spoken with
Martinsville  Schools
Superintendent Dr.
Zeb Talley dJr. about
supporting local
schools.

“I'm going to be talk-
ing to our people here

in Martinsville,” she
said.
Cartwright also

wants to bring more
jobs to the region and
defend Medicaid.
“Right now, the
House has approved
to take out a lot of the
Medicaid,” she said.

She is hopeful the state
will “turn blue” to help
advance her agenda.

(See Cartwright p. 10)
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Piedmont Arts’ Bus to Broadway presents Kimberly Akimbo May 4 at DPAC.

Bus to Broadway is bound for
Durham arts center on May 4

Take the Bus to Broadway to
see a matinee production of “Kim-
berly Akimbo,” Sunday, May 4 at
Durham Performing Arts Center
(DPAC) in Durham, N.C.

The winner of five Tony Awards
including one for best musical,
“Kimberly Akimbo” is a hilarious
and heartwarming story about
growing up and growing old, in no
particular order. Kimberly is about
to turn 16 and recently moved with
her family to a new town in sub-
urban New Jersey. She is forced to
navigate family dysfunction, a rare
genetic condition, her first crush
and possible felony charges. Ever
the optimist, she is determined to
find happiness against all odds and
embark on a great adventure.

The musical features Tony
Award-winning book and lyrics by

David Lindsay-Abaire (“Shrek”),
a Tony Award-winning score by
Jeanine Tesori (“Fun Home”),
choreography by Danny Mefford
(“Dear Evan Hansen”) and direc-
tion by Tony-nominated director
Jessica Stone.

The van will depart at 10:30 a.m.
from Piedmont Arts and arrive in
time for a 1 p.m. performance at
DPAC. The van will return to Pied-
mont Arts immediately following
the performance.

Tickets are $180 per person. A
boxed lunch option 1s available
for an additional $10 and must be
ordered in advance. Tickets are
available at Piedmont Arts and on-
line at PiedmontArts.org.

For more information on exhib-
its and events, visit PiedmontArts.
org.

Call 276-694-3101 or email
submissions@theenterprise.
net for more information.

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Byrd brings ‘Becoming Othello:

A Black Girl’s Journey’ to
Piedmont Arts on May 8

Actor and playwright Debra
Ann Byrd will perform the one-
person play “Becoming Othello: A
Black Girl’s Journey,” Thursday,
May 8 at Piedmont Arts.

The play is a gripping and re-
alistic tour de force that chroni-
cles Byrd’s journey from a single
mother in Harlem to an award-
winning classical actor tackling
the role of Othello. Interspersed
with multimedia elements and
verses from Shakespeare’s origi-
nal play, she bares her soul in
this vulnerable and resonant sto-
ry of perseverance, discovery and
unconditional love.

Byrd is the founding artistic di-
rector of the Harlem Shakespeare
Festival and artistic director at
Southwest Shakespeare Compa-
ny in Arizona. For her portrayal of
Othello, she won an outstanding
achievement award from Audelco
and a best lead actress award
from Broadway World Phoenix.
She has served as writer-in-res-
idence at the Shakespeare Birth-
place Trust, artist-in-residence

at the Folger Institute and the
Southwest Shakespeare Compa-
ny and as a community scholar at
Columbia University. “Becoming
Othello” was written by Byrd and
directed by Shakespeare & Com-
pany founder Tina Packer.

A reception will be held at 6:30
p.m. The performance will begin
at 7 p.m. The run time for this
performance is 1 hour and 45
minutes with no intermission.
This show is based on Byrd’s re-
al-life experiences and includes
content that may be distressing.

Tickets are $20 for general ad-
mission and $10 for students in
grades K-12. Tickets are avail-
able at Piedmont Arts and online
at PiedmontArts.org.

This engagement is made pos-
sible in part through the Mid
Atlantic Tours program of Mid
Atlantic Arts with support from
the National Endowment for the
Arts.

For more information on ex-
hibits and events, visit Piedmon-
tArts.org.

Crash reenactment sends strong message to young drivers

T

A mock car accident scene was set up at Bassett High School before prom to raise awareness about the dangers of distracted driving.

By Jessica Dillon

On Friday, April 4, Bassett High School, au-
thorities and public safety personnel brought
back a crash reenactment event not held in a
few years. The simulation took place on the
football field the day before the school’s prom,
alming to raise awareness about the dangers
of texting while driving — an issue the school
identified as a greater concern than driving
under the influence (DUI).

The event was graphic in nature, as stu-
dents watched a reenacted fatal car crash un-
fold in real time. EMTSs pulled actors from the
wreckage, performed life-saving procedures,
and transported the injured victims by am-
bulance. Authorities were also on scene, fur-
ther enhancing the realism of the drill, and a
hearse was used to demonstrate the devastat-
ing aftermath of dangerous driving decisions.

“I'm glad we have this opportunity for our
students to be prepared and be aware of dis-

tracted driving of any kind. It’s one of the
things we always want to do,” said Michael
Minter, principal of Bassett High School.
Minter emphasized the importance of student
safety, especially on a night like prom.

Dustin Elgin, training captain at Fieldale-
Collinsville Rescue Squad and a Bassett
alumnus, led the operation.

“I think 2010 was the last time that Bas-
sett High School did one of these,” Elgin said.
Mock disaster scenarios are commonly used to
educate a wide range of people.

Elgin noted that, fortunately, DUIs are no
longer the most pressing concern.

“Texting and driving is the biggest concern,
so it changed up the idea a little bit to match
that.” Elgin hopes to make the activity an an-
nual educational event.

Returning to Bassett was a meaningful ex-
perience for Elgin.

It “feels great, it’s been a while since I've

been here honestly, since I've graduated and
such,” he said.

The cars used in the simulation were do-
nated by Meeks Recycling and Salvage. The
rescue squad completed pre-cut work on the
vehicles for airbag safety before they were
brought on-site.

Several agencies participated in the event,
including the Bassett Rescue Squad, Bassett
Fire Department, Collinsville Fire Depart-
ment, Henry County Sheriff’s Office, Virginia
State Police, Henry County 911 Center, and
Bassett Funeral Home. AirLife One conducted
a flyover during the simulation.

There are currently no plans to conduct the
reenactment at Magna Vista High School.
However, Elgin remains optimistic.

“Once we get this under our belt and work
out the kinks from this one, there’s a good pos-
sibility we will open it up for both Bassett and
Magna Vista” high schools, he said.

P&HCC partners with

boost student-athlete

Patrick & Henry Community College
(P&HCQC) is partnering with Influxer, a leading
platform for athlete branding and name, im-
age, and likeness (NIL) management to provide
P&HCC student-athletes with the tools and re-
sources necessary to capitalize on their personal
brands while balancing the demands of athletic
and academic success.

Through this partnership, P&HCC student-
athletes will have access to Influxer’s cutting-
edge platform, which offers comprehensive
services including brand development, social
media strategy, contract negotiation, and fi-
nancial literacy training. This initiative reflects
P&HCC’s ongoing commitment to empowering
student-athletes both on and off the field.

“We are thrilled to partner with Influxer to
create new opportunities for our student-ath-
letes,” said Brian Henderson, Assistant Vice
President for Student Engagement and Athlet-
ics Director at P&HCC. “NIL represents a new
era in college athletics, and our goal is to ensure
that our athletes are prepared to navigate this
landscape successfully. This partnership will

P&HCC Assistant Athletic Director Ruthanne Duffy previews
NIL merchandise for P&HCC athletes.

give them the knowledge and resources to maxi-
mize their potential while maintaining focus on
their academic and athletic goals.”

Influxer’s platform will also provide student-
athletes with data-driven insights to help them
understand the value of their personal brand

Influxer to
branding

and connect with potential sponsorships, en-
dorsements, and other NIL-related opportuni-
ties.

“Influxer is excited to work with Patrick &
Henry Community College because Brian Hen-
derson and the administration understand not
only the immediate benefits of working with us,
but also the long term resources for their stu-
dent-athletes,” says Keith Miller, Influxer Vice-
President. “NIL is not simply transactional, but
an opportunity which Influxer wants to further
into the development process for their student-
athletes.”

P&HCC’s partnership with Influxer under-
scores the college’s dedication to enhancing
the student-athlete experience and preparing
students for success beyond their playing days.
The program will be implemented immediately,
with informational sessions and onboarding set
to begin in the coming weeks.

For more information about the partnership
and upcoming NIL programming, contact the
P&HCC Athletics Department at bhenderson@
patrickhenry.edu.

See more at www.henrycountyenterprise.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Event information/calendar items must be
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)

Meetings

Tuesday, April 14

City Council Budget Meeting with City Con-
stitutional Offices, 5 p.m., New College Insti-
tute Room 204, 191 Fayette St, Martinsville.

Monday, April 21

PSA Board of Directors Regular Meeting, 5:30
p.m., Administration Building Fourth Floor
Conference Room, 3300 Kings Mountain Road,
Martinsville.

Tuesday, April 22

Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting, 3 and
6 p.m., Administration Building Summerlin
Room, 3300 Kings Mountain Road, Martinsville.

Public Hearing - Henry County School and
County Budgets, 6 p.m., Administration Build-
ing Summerlin Room, 3300 Kings Mountain
Road, Martinsville.

City Council Meeting, 7 p.m., Municipal
Building Council Chambers, 55 W. Church
Street, Martinsville.

Events

Friday, April 11

Music Night at Spencer Penn with Travis Frye
and Blue Mountain. Gate opens at 5 p.m. and
the band starts at 6:30 p.m. Admission is a $5
cash donation. Concessions, including the ever
popular Spencer Penn hot dogs, chicken salad,
BBQ, and homemade desserts, will be sold.

Saturday, April 12

Fish Fry by American Legion Homer Dillard
Post #78, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 139 Creekside
Drive, Martinsville. Fish sandwiches are $9,
homemade desserts are $2, sodas or water are
$1. Drive-through event with limited dining-in.
Call (276) 224-5679 or (276) 340-5169 to place
orders.

Hazardous Waste Day, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the
Bassett Service Center, 2285 Fairystone Park
Highway, Bassett.

Celebrate The Resurrection, 11 a.m., Egg
Hunt & Hot Dog Lunch, Blackberry Baptist
Church, 3241 Stones Dairy Road, Bassett.

Family Day with Paperhand Puppet Interven-
tion, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Gravely-Lester Art Garden,
by Piedmont Arts and Beegins With You. Fea-
tures puppet-making crafts, an Easter egg hunt
and a giant puppet parade. Free and open to the
public. More info at PiedmontArts.org. Spon-
sored by Carter Bank.

Monday, April 14

The Friends of the Blue Ridge Regional Li-
brary meet in the Main Branch, 310 E. Church
St., Martinsville, 10:30 a.m. All are welcome.

Tuesday, April 15
Martinsville -Henry County Republican Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m. at the Henry County Adminis-

tration Building, Summerlin Room, 3300 Kings
Mountain Road Martinsville.

Tuesday, April 15-Thursday, April 17

Martinsville City Public Schools will host in-
person kindergarten registration, 9 a.m. until 5
p.m. at MCPS Central Office (746 Indian Trail).
Translation services are available by calling
(276) 403-5833. A list of documents required for
registration is available on the Back to School
page of the MCPS website.

Friday, April 18

Henry County Parks & Rec Easter Egg Hunt,
3 p.m., Jack Dalton Park, 130 Jack Dalton Road

Martinsville.

Saturday, April 19

Family Easter Celebration 10 a.m., games,
egg hunt, Bible stories, crafts, prizes, and free
lunch. Fort Trial Baptist Church, 170 Oak Level
Road, Stanleytown.

Friday, April 18 - Saturday, April 19

The Friends of the Blue Ridge Regional Li-
brary are hosting a book sale in the basement
of the main branch, 310 E. Church St., Martins-
ville. Members Only sale is Friday, 1-5 p.m. (can
join at the door); Saturday sale is open to the
public, 9:30 a.m. -2 p.m. BAG SALE (we provide
the brown bag)-fill your bag with as many hard-
backed fiction for $10. Special area for shop-
ping. Shoppers will be limited to 10 at a time.
All proceeds reinvested in library system.

Friday, April 25

Opening reception for the new exhibit “Pan-
tastic Journey: Cookware Through Time,” 5:30-
7:30 p.m. at the MCH Heritage Museum, 1 E.
Main St., Martinsville. The exhibit, curated by
MHC Heritage Museum Intern Raylee Wilson,
features kitchen tools from days gone by. Com-
plimentary refreshments will be served. Admis-
sion to the reception is free for members and at
regular admission fees for non-members; RSVP
attendance to wilson.mhchs@gmail.com or call
276-403-5361. The regular admission is $10,
with $5 for 65+ and ages 2-17, and free for in-
fants. Memberships will be available at the re-
ception, for year-long free admission.

Saturday, April 26

Oak Level Ruritan Club Community Yard
Sale, 9 a.m. -2 p.m., 7668 Oak Level Road, Bas-
sett. Spaces are $20, vendors welcome. Conces-
sions available. To reserve a space, call (276)
340-3158 or (276) 732-8096.

Reptile Festival, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Virginia
Museum of Natural History, 21 Starling Ave,
Martinsville.

Martinsville Half-Marathon and 5K, 8 a.m.,
Gazebo on Depot Street, 101 Depot St, Martins-
ville.

14th annual Pig Cookin’ Festival, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., Spencer-Penn Center, 475 Spencer Penn
Road, Spencer.

ONGOING

Uptown Pub Run, Mondays at 6.p.m., meets
at Renewal Brewing 32 Franklin St, Martins-
ville.

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific
Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd,
Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club, 277 Philpott Dam
Road, Bassett, hosts breakfast on the 2nd Sat-
urday of each month, $9 for adults, and $4 for
children under 12. All you can eat, sausage,
fried bologna, eggs, cooked apples, sausage
gravy, biscuits, made-to-order pancakes, coffee,
and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month
at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge Re-
gional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 403-
5430 to register.

Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music &
More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play Rook,
work puzzles, make a craft and listen to a mix-
ture of bluegrass, country & gospel music by
different bands each week. If you want, bring a
snack to share. This event is free to the public.
Any donations received will go to the Bassett
Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with
your library card. The passes are good for one
day and exclude special events. There is a wait
period before you can check out the pass again.
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us.

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New
members are welcome. For more information,
please call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

The Martinsville-Henry County Democratic
Committee meets on the first Thursday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. at New College Institute
on Fayette Street (park on Moss St.). RSVP at
mhedceva.org/meeting-rsvp for Zoom link.

The Martinsville -Henry County Republican
Committee meets on the 3rd Tuesday every
month, 6:30 p.m., Henry County Administra-
tion Building, Summerlin Room, 3300 Kings
Mountain Road, Martinsville.

Neighbors in the Know. Join staff and vol-
unteers in the Hylton Library at the Spencer
Penn Centre for activities and socializing on the
first and third Monday of each month. A differ-
ent presentation and activity weekly, followed
by a way to get you moving. The program is an
hour long and activities for children will be pro-
vided. Every third Monday, 10-11 a.m., a music
program will be provided. This free program is
perfect for all ages. Registration is not required.
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MHC Historical Society intern Raylee Wilson
is seeking loans of antique cooking vessels
and utensils, as well as locally significant
recipes, for an upcoming exhibit on the
history of local cooking.

TN

The exhibit “Pan-tastic Journey: Cookware
Through Time” features items used in the
kitchen or over the fire in years gone by.

The reception features compli-

Exhibit curated by
> MHC Heritage
Museum intern

' Raylee Wilson
{ of Ferrum College

You are invited to the Martinsville-Henry County Historical Society’s

Pan-tastic Journey: Cookware through time

What people of the past have used to put meals on the table (or just around the fire)

Heritage museum to host cookware exhibit opening reception

Opening reception for

Friday, April 25
5:30-7:30 p.m.
MHC Heritage Museum
1 E. Main St., Martinsville
mhchistoricalsociety.org

Enjoy homemade old-timey and
retro hors d’oeurves including:

Cheese straws
Tea sandwiches
Deviled eggs
Cocktail meatballs

Free to members Relish Trays
Syllabub
Cobbler

Sweet tea

Non-members: $10 adults,
$565+and 2-17; infants free

A fine time to get your membership which
grants free admission to the museum all
year —$45 individual, $55 family

Beer
Wine

and Dr. Mervyn King.

MHCHS Intern Raylee Wilson curated the exhibit “Pan-tastic Journey: Cookware Through
Time,” which will open with a reception Friday, April 25.

firearms, canes, toys, Native

An opening reception for the
new exhibit “Pan-tastic Journey:
Cookware Through Time” will be
held from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday,
April 25, at the MCH Heritage
Museum.

The exhibit features kitchen
tools from days gone by, such as
wooden molds and service dish-
es, cast iron supplies, Depression
glass and cookbooks. It also in-
cludes the earliest version of the
Cuisinart, a food processor that
made a splash in Martinsville
when it was introduced.

mentary cuisine from the olden
days such as relish trays, tea
sandwiches and syllabub, plus,
tea, beer, and wine. The histori-
cal society welcomes classic old
recipes to use for making re-
freshments that would be of lo-
cal and historical interest; send
to wilson.mhchs@gmail.com.
The exhibit was curated by
Raylee Wilson, a Ferrum College
intern for the museum. It fea-
tures artifacts loaned by Kerry
Tillary, Katie Connelly, Jack
Stewart, Johnny Nolen, Marga-
ret McGlothlin, Holly Kozelsky

Call 276-694-

Admission to the reception is
free for members and at regular
admission fees for non-members;
RSVP attendance to wilson.
mhchs@gmail.com or call (276)
403-5361. The regular admission
is $10, with $5 for 65+ and ages
2-17, and free for infants. For
year-long free admission, mem-
berships will be available at the
reception.

The main level of the muse-
um’s new 13,000-square-foot is
now open, and attendees of the
reception will be able to tour that
section which features antique

3101 or email

American artifacts, baskets, pot-
tery, Remington statues, George
Catlin art, horse tack and a gam-
bling parlor. The lower level of
the annex will open around sum-
mer, with antique model trains,
toys, a Junior Gilley miniature
plantation house, tools and more.

The former Henry County
courthouse, built in 1824, houses
several displays of local history,
and three temporary exhibits,

“Connected Community,” “Sew
Special” and now “Pan-tastic
Journey: Cookware Through
Time.”

submissions@theenterprise.net for more information.
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OPINION

Making U.S. Federal
FElections More Secure

With a new U.S.
President and new
leadership in the U.S.
Senate, House Re-
publicans are work-
ing hard to deliver
important, common-
sense bills to Presi-
dent Trump’s desk.

These bills range
from all policy issues,
including  cracking
down on illegal im-
migration and illicit
fentanyl, unleashing
American energy in-
dependence and pro-
tecting girls in wom-
en’s sports.

Some of these bills
are ones that saw
success in the House
last Congress. They
were reintroduced
this Congress with
the hope that the
U.S. Senate under
Republican  control
would move to pass
these measures.

One such measure
was the Laken Riley
Act.

Named after the
University of Geor-
gia student tragically
murdered by an ille-
gal alien while out on
a jog, the Laken Ri-
ley Act requires law
enforcement to arrest

and detain 1illegal
aliens who commit
crimes.

Because of the great
severity of southern
border crossings,
House Republicans
worked rapidly to get
the Laken Riley Act
across the finish line.

We were successful,
and President Trump
signed the bill into
law just 10 days into
his second term!

We hope to repeat
this achievement
with  other com-
monsense bills that
passed the House in
the last Congress.

Another such bill
with promising pros-
pects 1is the Safe-
guarding American

Voter Eligibility
(SAVE) Act.

The SAVE Act is
fairly straightfor-

ward. It will strength-
en America’s voting
laws by requiring
states to obtain proof
of citizenship when
registering people to
vote in federal elec-
tions.

During the last
Congress, I was proud

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

to vote to advance the
SAVE Act out of the
House Committee on
Administration.

When the bill was
considered by the full
House, I supported
the measure again.

Now that Republi-
cans control the Sen-
ate as well, House
Republicans are pre-
paring to pass this
meaningful legisla-
tion again to safe-
guard American elec-
tions.

We are already see-
ing other states and
localities take action
to protect their elec-
tions and preserve
election integrity.

To begin April,
a statewide vote
in  Wisconsin took
place to consider a
state constitutional
amendment.

The amendment is
designed to strength-
en Wisconsin’s cur-
rent voter ID law by
enshrining the re-
quirement to present
identification to vote
into the state consti-
tution.

This was similar to
what used to be the
law in Virginia. But,
because it wasn’t a
constitutional re-
quirement, 1t was
changed a few years
ago by the legisla-
ture.

Wisconsin  voters
approved the pro-
posal with more than
60% of the vote!

According to the
National Conference
of State Legislatures,
Wisconsin is one of
36 states that ask for
or require people to
provide some form of
identification when
they show up to vote
at the polls.

Election develop-
ments are also taking
place in very liberal
areas of the country
as well.

In March, the New
York State Court of
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Appeals considered a
New York City law,
Local Law 11, that
allows non-citizens to
vote in City elections.

The New York City
Council passed the
measure in 2021, and
the City’s mayors al-
lowed the bill to be-
come law.

However, on an
overwhelming basis,
the liberal Court of
Appeals ruled that
the law was uncon-
stitutional!

New York City non-
citizens will not be
able to vote in local
elections, but Wash-
ington, DC cannot
say the same.

2024 was the first
year where non-citi-
zens could vote in DC
local elections.

Given the above at-
tempts to allow non-
citizen voting, I am
working to rein in
these efforts and pro-
tect American elec-
tions from illegal vot-
ing.

Last Congress, 1
introduced the NO
VOTE for Non-Cit-
izens Act. The bill
withholds some fed-
eral dollars that go to
localities that allow
non-citizens to vote
in their elections.

I plan to lead the

bill’s introduction
again for this Con-
gress.

Congressional ac-
tion will be impor-
tant to strengthen
our elections, but
President Trump 1is
also working on this
issue.

In late March,
Trump issued the Ex-
ecutive Order, Pre-
serving and Protect-
ing the Integrity of
American Elections.

The Order calls for
actions to be taken to
enforce the citizen-
ship requirement in
federal elections, ver-
ify voter eligibility,
and strengthen our
voting systems.

Congress will cod-
ify many of these
Trump Executive Or-
ders into law, and we
can start by passing
the SAVE Act.

Like almost all leg-
islation, the SAVE
Act does not resolve
all issues. Accord-
ingly, additional leg-
islation is likely to be
enacted in the next
couple of years.

Making our elec-
tion process both safe
from bad actors and
easy for U.S. citizens
to use 1s the goal I
will continue to strive
to make happen.

Call the Abingdon
office at (276) 525-
1405, the Christians-
burg office at (540)
381-5671, or email
by visiting www.mor-
gangriffith.house.
gov with questions or
comments.

U
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The Trap of Low Expectations

By Bryan Golden

How much you accomplish in
life is influenced by what you expect
to accomplish. Those with low expec-
tations have a low threshold for what
they will be satisfied with. For them
mediocrity or less, is good enough.

People with high expectations
have a standard of excellence for
themselves and what they want to
achieve. They push themselves to ac-
complish challenging goals. They set
the bar higher than may be comfort-
able.

Your expectations are the first
step for programming your mind to
work towards a particular goal. Your
expectations determine what you will
be satisfied with. Typically, your
mind will not accomplish more than
you expect.

What would happen to an athlete
who expects to lose each race? Their
training would never be at a winning
level. They would not put much ef-
fort into preparation. They would
not push themselves during a race.
That’s why you won’t find competitive
athletes who expect to lose.

What expectations do you have
for yourself? What expectations do
you have for the future? Your mind
will only meet, not exceed your expec-
tations. If you have low expectations,
the best you can achieve are low re-
sults.

Let’s look at some examples of the
negative impact of low expectations.
An athlete who expects to lose has no
chance of winning. A small business
owner who expects to go bankrupt
will not succeed. A teenager who ex-
pects that no one will like him or her
will have a difficult time socializing.
A performer who expects to deliver an
awful performance will disappoint the
audience.

Low expectations create a self-
fulfilling prophecy. Since your mind
strives to at best, meet the expecta-
tions you set, low expectations severe-
ly limit your achievements. Success
demands high expectations.

Can you imagine an Olympic
skier who expected to fall? Of course
not. Such a mindset would make win-
ning impossible. They would not be

training to win. During the race, they
would not be competing to win.

Would a person who is opening
a new business expect to go bankrupt.
Such an attitude virtually ensures
bankruptcy sooner than later. If
bankruptcy was a foregone conclusion
in their mind, they would then make
endless poor financial decisions.

A person who expects that no
one likes them, or will like them, sub-
consciously acts in a manner which
repels the people they come into con-
tact with. Their behavior creates a
self-fulfilling prophesy, which then
reinforces their low expectations.

What would happen to an actress
or actor who expected to give a ter-
rible performance before going out on
stage? Would they have any chance
of delivering an award-winning pre-
sentation? Of course not. Their mind
subconsciously limits their actions be-
cause of their low expectations.

Any low expectations you have
for yourself also create a self-fulfilling
prophesy. You bring about the same
results you are expecting. This is the
trap of low expectations. The only
way to break free is by elevating your
expectations.

Take some time to thoroughly
and honestly assess the expectations
you have for yourself and for your life.
In order to make positive changes you
must have high expectations. Don’t
waste time formulating justifications
for any low expectations.

Excuses for why you can’t, or
won’t accomplish an objective, pre-
vent you from doing so. These excuses
program you mind with low expecta-
tions. “I'm not smart enough,” “I don’t
know how,” “Nothing I do works,” or “I
really don’t want that much,” are just
some of the endless examples of low
expectation excuses.

If you don’t already do so, start
setting high expectations. Don’t ac-
cept mediocrity. Raise your own bar
for what you want out of life.

Bryan is the author of “Dare to Live
Without Limits.” Contact Bryan at
Bryan@columnist.com or visit www.
DareToLiveWithoutLimits.com Copy-
right 2025 Bryan Golden.

(Opinion Cont. on p. 9)
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A photo of the 1938 Bassett Furnituremakers, the Bi-State League Champions (Photo

courtesy of the Bassett Historical Center).

By Jarred Marlowe

The Bassett Furnituremakers
were a minor league baseball team
based in the small town of Bassett,
Virginia, active from 1935 to 1940.
Competing in the Bi-State League
throughout those years, the team
quickly became a powerhouse in
regional baseball, earning playoff
berths every season and capturing
three straight league champion-
ships from 1936 to 1938—each un-
der a different manager. In 1950,
the franchise name was briefly
revived when the Bassett States-
man relocated mid-season from
Wytheville due to a polio outbreak,
joining the Class D Blue Ridge
League.

Throughout their run, the Fur-
nituremakers held affiliations
with three Major League Base-
ball organizations: the New York
Yankees (1936-1937), Cincinnati
Reds (1938), and Brooklyn Dodg-
ers (1939). These connections
brought talented young players to
the team, including future Hall of
Famer Phil Rizzuto, who made his
professional debut with Bassett in
1937 at age 19. That season, Riz-
zuto hit .310 with five home runs
in 64 games and played a key role
in securing the team’s second con-
secutive championship. Reflect-
ing on his time in Bassett, Rizzuto
fondly remembered the kindness of

the locals, though he admitted the
accents on both sides made commu-
nication a challenge.

The Furnituremakers played
their home games at Riverside
Park, which could seat up to 1,800
fans. The ballpark sat almost ex-
actly in the same footprint that
the current baseball field is located
beside the HJIDB Event Center on
Riverside Drive, and it featured
field dimensions of 325 feet down
the lines and 387 feet to center field.
Because of its central location, the
park served as a community hub
where residents gathered to cheer
on their team and experience the
thrill of America’s pastime.

Although the Bassett Furniture-
makers disbanded after the 1940
season, they remain a significant
chapter in the area’s sports history.
Their success, small-town charm,
and brief connection to major
league talent left a lasting impres-
sion on both the community and
the broader fabric of minor league
baseball in the American South.

Jarred Marlowe is a local resi-
dent and historian. He is a member
of the Col. George Waller Chapter
of the Sons of the American Revo-
lution, the Blue & Gray Education
Society, and the committee chair
for the Martinsville-Henry County
250 Committee. He may be reached
at marlowejal5@gmail.com.

See more at
www.henrycountyenterprise.com
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Sports Schedule

The following are the dates and times of local high school teams and their games for
the week of April 14 - April 19:
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Baseball Catlisle at Roanoke Catholic

Sofitball Dan River at Magna Vista

Boys Tennis Magna Vista at Lord Botetourt

Baseball Halifax County at Martinsville (Hooker
Field)

Girls Soccer Carlisle at Chatham

Baseball Bassett at Tunstall

Softball Bassett at Tunstall

Girls Soccer Tunstall at Bassett (Smith River Complex)

Girls Soccer Halifax County at Martinsville

Boys Soccer Bassett at Tunstall

Boys Soccer Martinsville at Halifax County

Gitls Tennis Martinsville at Bassett

Boys Tennis Hargrave Military at Carlisle

Boys Tennis Bassett at Martinsville

Baseball Carlisle at Virginia Episcopal School

Baseball Magna Vista at Martinsville (Hooker Field)

Sofiball Dan River at Bassett

Sofitball Magna Vista at Martinsville

Girls Soccer Martinsville at Magna Vista

Boys Soccer Magna Vista at Martinsville

Track Bassett at Floyd County

Track Martinsville at Floyd County

Girls Tennis Bassett at Magna Vista

Girls Tennis Halifax at Martinsville

Boys Tennis Magna Vista at Bassett

Boys Tennis Martinsville at Halifax County

Boys Tennis Carlisle at Miller School of Albemarle

Girls Soccer Carlisle at MSA

Baseball Halifax County at Bassett

Softball Halifax County at Bassett

Girls Soccer Bassett at Halifax County

Boys Soccer Halifax County at Bassett (Smith River
Complex)
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TOWN OF RIDGEWAY
FY 2025-2026
Proposed Budget
Pursuant to Code 15-2506 of the 1950 Code of Virginia as amended, and
Federal Regulation 31 CFR51.14, a public hearing will be held by the
Ridgeway Town Council on the 2025-2026 proposed budget to receive
citizen comments and suggestions on Tuesday, May 6, 2025, at 6:30 PM
at the Ridgeway Mayor’s Office, Ridgeway, Virginia. Town Council will
consider any public input received prior to taking final action on the bud-
get. Copies of the proposed budget are on file in the Office of the Mayor
at 806 Main Street, Ridgeway, VA.
Craig A. O’Der, Jr.

LEGAL

COUNTY OF HENRY
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a series of pub-
lic hearings have been scheduled for April 23, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. in
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Build-
ing, Kings Mountain Rd., Collinsville, Virginia. The purpose of these
public hearings is to receive citizen input into the possible issuance of
a Special Use Permits for the following cases:
Case S-25-04 Roger and Deborah Wheatley
A request for a Special Use Permit was received under Section 21-302
of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the establishment
of a campground facility to accommodate up to 10 sites. The property
is 1.056-acres, on the east side of Axton Rd, and 0.3-mile south of
Cascade Rd. The property is in the Iriswood District, is zoned Agricul-
tural District A-1, as shown on Tax Map 66.7/28N.
Case S-12-03 Tobin Doman
Arequest for an amendment to an existing Special Use Permit was re-
ceived under Section 21-902 of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance.
In March of 2012 a Special Use Permit was granted to this property to
operate a billiards and arcade business. One of the conditions of ap-
proval was that no ABC license would be issued to the establishment.
The current applicant wishes to amend that condition to allow for him
to apply for an “on premise wine and beer” license. The property is
located 6629 Greensboro Rd, in the Ridgeway District, is zoned Com-
mercial District B-1, as shown on Tax Map 62.4(34)/8-12.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department
of Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

LEGAL

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE - COUNTY OF HENRY, VA
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO COUNTY CODE OF
ORDINANCES REGARDING CHANGES IN THE POLLING
PLACE FOR FIELDALE PRECINCT #201
Notice is hereby given pursuant to §15.2-1800, Code of Virginia, that
the Henry County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing
during its regular meeting on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. for
the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed amendment to the
Henry County Code of Ordinances regarding changes in the polling
place for Fieldale, VA. A copy of the full text of the ordinance may be
viewed in the County Administrator’s Office in the Henry County Ad-
ministration Building, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.,

Monday through Friday.

LEGAL

TOWN OF RIDGEWAY
Public Hearing Notice
Town of Ridgeway, VA
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PAYMENT AND
DELINQUENT DATES FOR REAL PROPERTY AND
PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES
Notice is hereby given pursuant to §15.2-1800, Code of Virginia, that
the Town of Ridgeway will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, May
6, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. for the purpose of receiving comments on the pro-
posed changes to the Personal Property and Real Estate Tax due dates
and delinquent dates. Council is considering moving the due date for real
property taxes from December 5 to October 1 of a tax year and moving
the date on which real estate taxes would be delinquent from December
5 to November 1 of a tax year. The Council is considering moving the
personal property tax due date from December 5 to December 1 of a tax
year and moving the date on which personal property taxes would be
delinquent from December 5 to December 16 of a tax year. Copies of
the proposal are on file in the Office of the Mayor at 806 Main Street,
Ridgeway VA.
Craig A. O’Der, Jr.
Mayor
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE - COUNTY OF HENRY, VA
FY 2025-26 SCHOOL BOARD BUDGET, TOTAL COUNTY BUDGET AND TAX LEVIES
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2506 of the Code of Virginia, a public hearing will be held on April 22, 2025
at 6:00 PM in the Summerlin Boardroom of the Henry County Administration Building, 3300 King’s
Mountain Rd, Collinsville, VA, to RECEIVE CITIZEN COMMENTS REGARDING THE CONTEM-
PLATED SCHOOL BOARD BUDGET AND THE TOTAL COUNTY BUDGET COLLECTIVELY
TOTALING INCLUDING THE SETTING OF A REAL ESTATE TAX RATE OF NOT MORE THAN
$.555 PER $100 ASSESSED VALUATION, SETTING A PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX RATE OF
NOT MORE THAN $1.55 PER $100 ASSESSED VALUATION, and SETTING MACHINERY AND
TOOLS TAX RATE OF NOT MORE $1.55 PER $100 ASSESSED VALUATION. Citizens may view
the Proposed FY 2025-26 Budget on the County’s website at www.henrycountyva.gov or the Henry
County Administration building. The Board of Supervisors may consider any public input received prior

to taking final action on the budget.

HENRY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

CONTEMPLATED BUDGET

FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2026
In compliance with Section 15.2-2503 of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as amended, the following bud-
get synopsis is prepared and published for information and fiscal planning purposes only. The inclusion
of any item in the budget does not constitute an obligation or commitment on the part of the Board of
Supervisors to appropriate funds for the item or purpose. The budget has been prepared by the County
Administrator based on estimates and requests to the Board of Supervisors from various agencies and
County departments. Final approval and release of funds for any item is the responsibility of the Board

of Supervisors.

Pursuant to Section 15.2-2506 of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as amended, a public hearing will be
held by the Board of Supervisors on the school budget to receive citizen comments and suggestions on
April 22nd at 6:00 PM in the Summerlin Meeting Room of the Henry County Administration Building
on King’s Mountain Road in Collinsville, Virginia. All citizens are invited to attend and offer any com-
ments or suggestions. The Board of Supervisors will consider any public input received prior to taking

final action on the budget.
Proposed FY 2025-2026 School Budget
Revenues:
State Funds $
County Funds
Federal / State Grants

83,460,628
23,398,263
11,153,000

Other Funds 1,712,366

Total Revenues $ 119,724,257

Expenditures:

Instruction $ 77,039,635
Administration/Attendance and Health 5,249,196
Transportation 9,236,079
Operation & Maintenance 10,052,927
Facilities 1,450,000
Debt Service/Transfers 3,456,111
Technology 3,536,384
Federal / State Grants 11,000,000
Contingency Reserves 50,000
Less Reduction in

Requested Local Funds (1,346.075)

Total Expenditures $ 119,724,257

Copies of the proposed budget are on file in the office of the County Administrator, King’s Mountain
Road, Collinsville, Virginia, and on the Henry County website, www.henrycountyva.gov.

Dale Wagoner
County Administrator

COUNTY OF HENRY, VIRGINIA
SUMMARY OR REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES
PROPOSED FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026

REVENUES
General Fund:

General Property Taxes $
Other Local Taxes
Permits, Fees & Licenses
Fines and Forfeitures
Revenue from Use of Property
Charges for Services
Miscellaneous Revenue
Recovered Cost
Non-Categorical Aid State
Shared Expenses (Categorical)
Categorical Aid State
Payments in Lieu of Taxes
Categorical Aid Federal
Non-Revenue Receipts
Reserve Funds

34,183,130
24,214,000
86,000
170,250
3,826,500
536,754
100,000
4,345,879
3,655,828
14,532,168
137,609
4,000
207,009
25,000
1.778.455

(R S YA P DDA

Total General Fund Revenue $ 87,802,582
Special Fund:
Law Library 5,800
Central Dispatch 2,511,171
HCO/MTSYV Industrial Site Project 0
Special Construction Grants 0
Industrial Development Authority 2,123,400
Children’s Services Act 5,985,818
Marina 214,400
Self-Insurance Fund 14,911,000
Henry-Martinsville Social Services 11,585,104
School Fund 119,724,257
School Textbook 1,315,000
School Cafeteria 7.289.654
TOTAL, ALL BUDGETED REVENUES $ 253,468,186
Less: Interfund Transfers (30,652.639)
NET REVENUES $ 222,815,547
EXPENDITURES
General Fund:
General Government Administration $ 4,825,148
Judicial Administration 4,495,303
Public Safety 29,435,585
Public Works 5,244,452
Health and Welfare 1,006,954
Education 62,414
Parks, Recreation & Cultural 3,178,021
Community Development 2,771,618
Nondepartmental 901,865
Capital Projects 93,000
School Capital - 1% Sales Tax 5,700,000
Debt Service 242,452
Operating Transfers Out 29.845.770
Total General Fund Expenditures $ 87,802,582
Special Funds:
Law Library 5,800
Central Dispatch 2,511,171
HCO/MTSYV Industrial Site Project 0
Special Construction Grants 0
Industrial Development Authority 2,123,400
Children’s Services Act 5,985,818
Marina 214,400
Self-insurance Fund 14,911,000
Henry-Martinsville Social Services 11,585,104
School Fund 119,724,257
School Textbook 1,315,000
School Cafeteria 7.289.654
TOTAL, ALL BUDGETED
EXPENDITURES $ 253,468,186
Less: Interfund Transfers (30.652.639)
NET EXPENDITURES $ 222,815,547

COUNTY OF HENRY, VIRGINIA
CONTEMPLATED TAX LEVIES

For Year Ending June 30, 2026

Tax Levies (Per $100 of assessed value)

Mobile Machinery/ Motor

Homes Other Tools Vehicle

Real Personal ~ Business License Fee

Estate Property Equipment Cars Motorcycles Trailers
FY 24-25 General Fund
General Fund Levy $0.555 $1.55 $1.55 $20.75 $12.00 $12.00
Proposed FY °25-°26
Generel Fund Levy $0.555 $1.55 $1.55 $20.75 $12.00 $12.00

The effective reimbursement rate for the Personal Property Relief Act on a quality vehicle is 29.00%

The State Law requires that property be assessed at fair market value, which is defined for the purpose
of motor vehicles as loan value and business equipment and machinery & tools as the following percent-

age of original cost:

Year 1 97%
Year 2 87%
Year 3 77%
Year 4 67%
Year 5 til Disposed 57%

Copies of the proposed budget are on file in the office of the County Administrator, King’s Mountain
Road, Collinsville, VA, and on the website at www.henrycountyva.gov.

Dale Wagoner
County Administrator
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CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

Submit your community news and

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net

SERVICES

Woodwrx, Inc.

Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine
woodworking, design,
tile, closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm
Beach County- Refer-
ences. Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-
Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net.

HELP WANTED

Fairy Stone State Park
Now Hiring Multiple Sea-
sonal Positions! Beach
Maintenance Ranger,
Beach Attendant Ranger,
Contact Ranger, Food
Service Ranger, House-
keeping Ranger. Apply
online: www.dcr.virginia.
gov/jobs Positions open
until filled. 967 Fairystone
Lake Drive Stuart, VA
24171 276-930-2424

EACH GROW YOUR BUSINESS
WVIRGINIA  ReACH OVER 1 MILL

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTION-
EERS: Promote your
upcoming auctions state-
wide! Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions reaching
your target audience.
Call this paper or Landon
Clark at Virginia Press
Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

HEALTH/PERSON-
ALS/MISCELLANEOUS

IF YOU HAD KNEE
OR HIP REPLACEMENT
SURGERY and suffered

an infection due to use

EACH GROW YOUR BUSINESS
WIRGINIA  REACH OVER 1MILLION
Commonwealth Virginia rs Weekly
Media Solutions Advertising Solut arting at $330
I A0 NETWORK gt started.

of a Bair Hugger (Blue
Blanket), between 2020
and the present time,
you may be entitled to
compensation. Call attor-
ney Charles H. Johnson
800/535-5727

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SunSetter. America’s
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform
your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty.
Call now and SAVE $350
today! 1-844-746-2332

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call
1-877-614-6667

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Gen-
erac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to receive
a FREE 7-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-947-1479
today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a gen-
erator. It's a power move.

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’'s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe

C£I GROW YOUR BUSINESS

INIA  REACH OVER 1 MILLION

Commonwealth vir s Weekly

Media Solutions
nnnnnnnnn

tarting at $330
day 16 get started.

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
REACH OVER 1MILLION
Vi rs Weekly

RoASEia

Media Solutions
[ A0 NETWORK

tarting at $330
day to get started.

Step 1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel

from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up to
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for
military, health workers &
1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1
day. Limited Time Offer
- $1000 off or No Pay-

ments and No Interest for
18 months for customers
who qualify. BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials
& professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today!
1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$475+$86 court cost.

WILLS-$295.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver,

Attorney (Facebook). 757-

490-0126. Se Habla Espa-

nol. BBB Member. https:/
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.
com/virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.

Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair

cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-844-216-5028

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con
tract and no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data
plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer
service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-262-5564

We buy 8,000 cars
a week. Sell your old,
busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or
headaches. Sell your car
to Peddle. Easy three
step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-844-268-
4773

emailus

DHALL@THEENTERPRISE.NETk

Be sure to like The Henry County

Enterprise on Facebook
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SCRAMBLERS
solution
1. Assure 2. Merge;
3. Closure; 4. Pretty
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SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
JOURNALISM

SPECIAL DEALS AND PROMOTIONS
OFFERED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!

( ADVERTISE! )

Guaranteed Paying
the Most -
Buying CARS &
TRUCKS.
Running or
not, ATV's, tractors,
stamps, old coins,
jewelry & fire arms.
647-5563 or 806-4433

| will clean out
basements, garages,
etc. and haul away
anything, brush
also,
Free Estimates!
Call Scott

647-5563 or
276-806-4433

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS
EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
» State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yowv business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

Primland Careers Available

Primland is seeking Massage
Therapists, Challenge (ropes) Course
Guides, Outdoor Activities
Supervisor and more. Go to
Aubergeresorts.com and apply
under Primland and careers.

' )

(
Primland Resort

AUBERGE RESORTS COLLECTION

BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS

Join Our Team as a

Freelance Reporter!

Are you passionate about storytelling and local news? Do you have a keen eye for detail
and a drive to uncover the truth? We're looking for a talented Freelance Reporter to join
our team at Henry County Enterprise and help bring the latest local stories to life!

S|H|O
Clo|L « Experience in journalism or reporting (preferred but not required)
322 A| —_ Weekly SUDOKU __ « A passion for local news and community engagement

R|E S .
,R R H Answer Why Work With Us?
E(LJ? E 8/9/5(6/4[1(3/7|2 « Flexible hours and remote work options
cliLla | :1" ‘71 623 ; g 2 ; g 2 « Opportunity to grow your portfolio with a respected local publication
S|S|N |

= sl |9]6]4[1]7]2]8][3][5 » _

OICITIA 1 (218171413561 9] | How to Apply: Send your resume, writing samples, and a brief cover letter to
F[L|A[C T |5[3]/1]9]/8]/6]2[4]7 dhall@theenterprise.net. We can’t wait to hear your story!
"&3':'3 412/9(/5(1|3|7|6/|8
T[E[TIE 615/3/819/7/42]1 Henry County Enterprise — Your Local Voice, Your Future Story
=R TS 7/1/8|2]6/4]9]5]3

« Cover local events, breaking news, and human interest stories
« Conduct interviews and research to gather key information
- Write clear, engaging, and accurate articles for both print and digital formats
« Meet deadlines and contribute to the editorial team's goals

What We're Looking For:
« Strong writing, editing, and communication skills
« Ability to work independently and manage time effectively

What You'll Do:
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Crossing the Lines

News snippets from outside the city/county lines ...

Patrick County joins 250th celebration talks in

Work returns to normal as blaze investigation
continues

Gregory Pallets & Lumber’s Stuart site is set to return to business as usual following a

structure fire on March 28.

More than a week after a commer-
cial structure fire occurred at Greg-
ory Pallet & Lumber’s Stuart site at
approximately 1 a.m. on March 28,
work at the facility has returned to
normal and is fully operational.

Operations Director Dan Lovern
said 95 percent of the company’s
business is operated by its Roanoke
facility.

“Then we have another facility
in Elliston, Virginia, so we’re run-
ning at 100 percent. We had a small
operation there” in Stuart, “so the
manufacturing, or the facility re-
pair, and some equipment” was lost
in the blaze, he said.

An estimated 10 acres of the ap-
proximately 20-acre facility along
with numerous structures, vehicles,
and other equipment was burnt in
the fire.

While he doesn’t have an exact
figure of how much revenue was lost
due to the fire, Lovern said work is
being done to calculate it.

No employees are expected to lose
their jobs because of the fire, he
said.

“In fact, we've probably kept them
on just cleaning the site up. We
have three drivers that run out of
there and they’ve been running ev-
eryday - we just worked them into

our Roanoke rotation. We have
other facilities, so we’ve been able to
put supplies in there from our other
facilities,” Lovern said, adding the
facility is expected to restart work
in the repair business this week.

Due to the scale of financial loss
and physical damage caused by the
fire the Federal Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(ATF) and Virginia State Police are
assisting the Patrick County Sher-
iff’'s Office in investigating the cause
and origin of the fire.

Lovern said that as of April 2, the
company hasn’t seen the fire reports
or received any information from in-
vestigators.

As with the Meadow of Dan El-
ementary School fire more than a
decade ago, Patrick County Sheriff
Dan Smith said federal investiga-
tors were called into help — partially
because of how large the fire was
and the amount of property loss.

“It’s nothing suspicious at all. I
will tell you that,” Smith said.

Lt. Steve Austin said the sheriff’s
office has relinquished the case to
the Virginia State Police.

“Our involvement was to secure
the scene while the State Police in-
vestigators investigated the fire,”
Austin said.

The Patrick Coun-
ty VA250 Commit-
tee was represented
in Williamsburg as
the third and final
“A Common Cause”
gathering was held
March 24-26. The
event brought to-
gether  organizers
from across the
country who are
helping plan Amer-
ica’s 250th birthday
celebration on July
4, 2026.

Attendees  came
from 40 states and
61 Virginia locali-
ties to hear from
historians, state and
national planners,
and to exchange
ideas with other lo-
cal organizers.

Virginia
Glenn Youngkin
welcomed  attend-
ees to Williamsburg
and emphasized
the opportunity the
milestone presents
to educate future
generations about
“what it has meant,
what it means, and
what it will mean to
be an American.”

One highlight for
those of the Vir-
ginia delegation

Gov.

Williamsburg

VA250
bolonie!

,) /0 0 /// g
/

Gov. Glenn Youngkin welcomed attendees to Williamsburg.

was a special video
presentation show-
casing historical
landmarks and mo-
ments from around
the Commonwealth.
The video conclud-
ed with the tagline,
“America: Made in
Virginia,” which
drew applause from
Virginians in atten-
dance.

Carly Fiorina,
national honorary
chairman of VA250,
followed the video
with remarks about
the significance of
Virginia’s role in
American history.

“We do not say
‘America: Made in

America’ as a brag,
or as a challenge.
We say it because
we feel a special ob-
ligation,” she said.

Over the next 16
months, events com-
memorating the
Semiquincenten-
nial will take place
across Virginia and
the nation. The Pat-
rick County VA250
Committee 1is cur-
rently working on
a number of local
events, which will
be announced on the
committee’s Face-
book page, facebook.
com/PatrickCoun-
tyVA250, as details
are finalized.

Stuart Book Club celebrates 100 years of service,
reading, and community impact

V720N
4

Massage therapist brings passion for healing to new

Stuart’s newest busi- [

ness, Much Kneaded
Massage, opened its
doors on March 21, of-
fering a range of mas-
sage services to the
community.

Owner Cate Frable,

LMT, MLD-C,
launched the business
after moving to the

area from Pennsylva- |
nia, where she spent )
seven years working |
as a massage thera- |

pist at a destination
resort.

business

\
)i

“I just always knew xl

when I went into mas- ||

sage I would want to
have my own office,
and it just felt like the
right timing. I found
this space, and when
they showed it to me,
it was perfect. It just
seemed to line up
well,” she said.

Though she hasn’t
been open long, Frable
said she has already
received positive sup-
port from the commu-
nity.

“'m really happy
that people seem ex-
cited. From what I can
tell, there’s one other
massage therapist in
the county and one
who’s retiring. I think
massage 1s for every-
body. I fully believe in
the equity of massage,
and I just really want-
ed to make something
accessible and to help
the community,” she
said.

Throughout her ca-
reer, Frable said she
has worked with cli-

ents from all walks of
life, from CEOs to bus
drivers.

“I genuinely believe
that the power of
touch is so important,
even for children. I
massage my kids, and
they love it. Also, the
accessibility of it is im-
portant in my opinion.
I'm not trying to make
a killing, I'm just try-
ing to make a living,
and I really want to
help make a differ-
ence,” she said.

Though Frable de-
scribes herself as typi-
cally shy and anxious,
she said she feels calm
and focused when
working with clients.

“I don’t feel anxious;
I'm just in that mo-

1-3-3-7-9 1-3-3-7-9 1-3-5-7-9

Cate Frable opened Much Kneaded Massage on Main Street
last month.

ment, and my goal is
for everyone to come
off my table feeling
less pain or less stress
and anxiety. As goofy
as it sounds, I've been
told, ‘Oh, you have
a gift, and I kind of
want to share that in
whatever way I can,
and this just seems
like the right way to
do it,” she said.

For more informa-
tion, visit Facebook.
com/MuchKneaded-
Massage.

To schedule an ap-
pointment, call (276)
968-0933, email
CateFrableLMT®
gmail.com, or visit
much-kneaded-mas-
sage-100558.square.
site.

Back row (left to right), back row first - Denise Smith, Suzanne Hutchens, Eva Hopkins,
Linda Wilson, Betty Kirkpatrick, Barbara Pendleton. Front row: Diane Ross, Peggy Rogers,
Janice Woods, and Phyllis Lemke are current members of the present day Stuart Book

Club. (Not pictured, Rendy Williams)

Children, reading, books and
serving others are still priorities
in our community, but this all
started 100 years ago with the be-
ginning of the Stuart Book Club,
one of the oldest civic organiza-
tions in Patrick County.

The Patrick County Branch Li-
brary had its beginnings with the
ladies in the club, who also pro-
vided needed items for students
in the school, provided Christmas
treats for children in the streets
of Stuart and promoted read-
ing through their various proj-
ects. These are just a few of the
things the club has accomplished
by meeting monthly and volun-
teering actively for the past 100
years.

It is believed that during the
early 1920s, local resident M. R.
Taylor asked the Board of Super-
visors for permission to clean out
the basement of Patrick County
Courthouse to form a reading room
for the young men of the commu-
nity. The Stuart Book Club, which
was formed in 1925, picked up on
this idea right away, and in 1932,
they started the Corner Library
located in Clark Bros. Hardware,
which was at the corner of Main
and Blue Ridge streets in Stuart
with John L. Clark assisting by
acting as librarian.

The club collected, donated and

AMATEUR

1-3-5-7-0 1=4-7-0:15 Ll Fila g

were given books by the Exten-
sion Service of the Virginia State
Library, so it started the library
with approximately 300 books.
The lending library continued
for about 20 years until the pres-
ent county library was officially
opened. The club’s current proj-
ects still include giving free books
to children during parades, pro-
viding money for children to buy
books at book fairs, supporting
the local library and book mobile,
and they have given a collection
of Spanish books to the library in
memory of Ann Belcher, a popu-
lar PCHS Spanish teacher.
Through the years, the club has
done such worthy projects as fur-
nishing the clinic room for Stuart
School so that sick students would
have a cot to lie on, provided hot
meals for the students before the
school lunch program began, fur-
nishing care packages for WWII
soldiers with soap and other need
items, They also knitted sweat-
ers and socks and rolled bandages
for the War effort. Members also
collected and gave magazines
and flowers to Stuart Hospital,
as well as a donation of $1,500
to the building fund for the R.d.
Reynolds Memorial Hospital. The
club even had a float in the 1976
Bicentennial Parade in Patrick

County.

tickets

Hollywood Cinema
beside Walmart
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45 “Fer cryin’ 92 Suburb of goddess language 78 Like cut composer * In 200.8’ the Mun}mpahty of Fl.or- 44 ¢ HOO BOY!
out loud!” Buenos Aires 127 In a very 34 Attaches bread — -Manuel ence officially apologized for expelling ©2025 King Features Synd., Inc
48 Barkeeper 95 Etched similar way 35 Deep 81 Many times Miranda Dante Alighieri seven centuries earlier. A
on “The computer 128 Clifthanger thinkers 82 Gator'skin -~ 121 TV plugs A s abili X m ioht is
Simpsons” components feeling 37 Retina locale 83 Karate blow 122 Mao — -tung cat’s ability to see well at night 1s

T T2 13 & 158 8 7 18 5 Tio i1 Tz i3 i Ti5 & 7 Tis 75 due to its tapetum lucidum, a structure

that reflects visible light back through
20 21 22 the cat’s retina. It’s also what causes S

the eyes’ weird “glowing” effect in the

23 25 .
dark. by Japheth Light
* Records suggest that between 1529 .
and 1532, King Henry VIII gambled There are 13 black hexagons in the
away nearly a million pounds, by mod- puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
ern standards. around each of them. No number can
e Retired Jamaican sprinter Usain be repeated in any partial hexagon
Bolt was offered the position of wide shape along the border of the puzzle.

receiver in the NFL but declined it due
to the hits that NFL players typically
take.

e “Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychw-
yrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch™ is
the world’s longest train station name.
Located in Wales, the moniker has no
historical significance, but was creat-
ed in the 1880s as a marketing ploy to
attract tourists!

* More germs are transferred by shak-
ing hands than kissing.

* Fearing someone would murder him
at Alcatraz, Al Capone practiced his
banjo in the shower room.
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Thought for the Day: “Wars and

elections are both too big and too small DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢
to matter in the long run. The daily
work — that goes on, it adds up.” — @®Essy €@ Vedum € € @ Difficutt

Barbara Kingsolver
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SCRAMBLERS ADVERTISE'
Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then K 0

rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!
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Advertise "

Highly Customizable Packages

OUTERIN ‘ n '. h ' that include print, digital or both
Walk I t s ° ¢ Deeply discounted rates

, Inc. All rights reserved.

? ¢ Seasonal Specials
f EPISTAR Whatwehave: Q0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000
g Zero o Ateam of Advertising Specialists who will work with you to customize a package,
g T H U G A STRETCH your advertising dollars, and accomplish your advertising goals
o Atalented team of designers who will work to help you reach your base.
Why don’t you run along home while | Join our family and put our talented team to work for you today.

________ ! For more information, call the office at (276) 694-3101
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Dr. Joshua Bocock

At a recent meeting, the Henry
County School Board approved the
Superintendent’s recommendations
to fill several administrative appoint-
ments for the 2025-2026 school year.

Dr. Joshua Bocock was named
Magna Vista High School Principal.

“I am truly honored to serve as the
next Principal of Magna Vista High
School,” said Dr. Bocock. “Magna Vis-
ta has a rich tradition of excellence
in all areas, and my goal is to work
together with the entire community
to make Magna Vista one of the best
high schools in the state.”

Dr. Bocock has a wealth of educa-
tional experience, having served as a
high school teacher, assistant princi-
pal, curriculum coordinator, Gover-
nor’s School director, and principal.
A Henry County native and graduate,
he previously served nine years as a
teacher at Magna Vista. He has served
as Principal at Dan River High School
in Pittsylvania County for the past
two years.
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Jennifer Gunter

Jennifer Gunter will serve as an
assistant principal at Fieldale-Col-
linsville Middle School. Gunter has
worked in education for more than two
decades, first as a teacher and then as
a school counselor. She has served as
a school counselor at Meadow View
Elementary since its opening in 2018.

“T am truly honored to join the Fiel-
dale-Collinsville family as an assistant
principal. I am very excited to return
home where I graduated in 1997, and
began my teaching career 23 years
ago. I look forward to working along-
side the incredible staff, students, and
families to support academic growth,
social-emotional development, and
a strong school community. It is my
passion to assist in creating a posi-
tive and supportive learning environ-
ment where every student can thrive.
Together, we will build on the school’s
traditions of excellence and success,
ensuring the best opportunities for our
students.

Emmanuel “Tremain” Kidd will

School board approves key leadership appointments

N

Emmanuel “Tremain” Kidd

also serve as an assistant principal at
Fieldale-Collinsville Middle School.

“I am deeply honored to join the Fiel-
dale-Collinsville Middle School com-
munity as assistant principal. With 15
years of educational experience, I am
committed to building on the strong
foundation of excellence that exists
here. I look forward to working along-
side our dedicated teachers, staff, and
families to create an environment
where every student can thrive aca-
demically and personally. Together,
we will continue to inspire growth,
foster inclusion, and prepare our stu-
dents for success.”

Kidd has served as an elementary
teacher, special education pre-referral
chairperson, paraprofessional and
athletic coach. He is currently a physi-
cal education teacher at Albert Harris
Elementary in Martinsville.

Anthony Swann was appointed
principal at Meadow View Elementary
School. Swann has served as a teacher,
instructional coach, and an assistant

Anthony Swann

principal of an elementary school. He
currently serves as Assistant Princi-
pal at Monterey Elementary School in
Roanoke City. He was also recipient of
the 2021 Virginia Teacher of the Year
award, the highest teaching honor in
Virginia, and became the first sitting
teacher to be appointed to the Virginia
State Board of Education in 2021.

“I am so elated to join Henry County
Public Schools as the new principal
of Meadow View Elementary! It is an
honor to serve this school and commu-
nity as I support the teachers and stu-
dents with academic excellence and
growth! I look forward to the journey
ahead!”

“I am thrilled to welcome these tal-
ented individuals to the Henry County
Schools leadership team,” said Su-
perintendent Dr. Amy Blake-Lewis.
“Their expertise and dedication will
play a key role in fostering collabora-
tion with faculty, staff, and families to
enhance student growth and achieve-
ment.”

City Officials

(cont. from page 1)

Members of Martinsville City Council (left) held a joint meeting with the Martinsville City School Board on April 7 to hear the proposed school budget.

increase of $145,205.

The projected enrollment for the upcoming year is
1,865, with 1,675 students in K-12, 110 children in
preschool, and 80 students in adult education.

Talley said the General Assembly passed a three
percent raise and step for school employees, which
totals $636,172.

“For those of you that have been on council and
served before know that they don’t always fund
what they ask us to do and call those unfunded man-
dates. So, the General Assembly is not going to pay
for everyone to get a three percent raise, and you al-
ready know that. The budgeted requests are around
$570,000,” Talley said.

Of the initial division-level and school-level re-
quests totaling $902,422, the budget requests were
narrowed down to $570,200.

Talley said the approved requests include a read-
ing specialist for Albert Harris Elementary School
and contract adjustments for Martinsville Middle
School, and two special education teachers at Mar-
tinsville High School.

“There are divisions who have, and you can Google

it, removed their special ed students from educating.
We refuse to do it, never want to do it, because if you
have a special needs child or somebody in your fam-
ily has special needs, you understand it is important
that they have an education too, and we will never
have the heart to disband our special needs program
because our students are our students, regardless,”
he said.

Tally said the other approved requests were for
technology software, HR software inflation, pupil
personnel professional development, a board certified
behavioral analyst, a social worker, and an English
Language teacher.

“We basically cut most of what was asked for in
half,” he said.

The division’s mission statement is to create a safe
and supportive learning environment that engages
students in individualized learning experiences. To
achieve the mission statement, Talley said there are
values that are central to any organization that’s go-
ing to be effective including integrity and ethical be-
havior and academic excellence.

“As you know, up to 2015 none of our schools were

accredited. Since 2015, all of them have been, so we
don’t just talk about it. We do what we say because
the education our young people get is vital to any-
thing that’s going to happen to be successful,” he said.

Diversity, equity and inclusion; respect, compas-
sion, and positive relationships; family and commu-
nity engagement, and service to others are other val-
ues of the division. Talley said the division has three
annual goals with the first having all schools distin-
guished as measured by the Virginia Performance
Framework by spring 2026.

“Safe and Supportive Schools - it’s very important
that we reduce discipline by 10 percent every year.
Family Engagement - we actually monitor and count
how many events we have and how many parents
come from our community because since 2015 we
have an open school and an open environment,” he
said.

In other matters, the council:

*Heard an update FY25-26 city budget presenta-
tion from City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides.

*Approved the real estate tax exemption on the
first reading.

Opinion

(cont. from page 4)

The final, most essential command

By Ben R. Williams

I realize that some readers
think I'm a partisan hack, so I'm
going to start this column by say-
ing something negative about
former President Joe Biden and
something positive about Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

We'll start with Biden. He
should never have run for re-
election. At the end of his first
term, he was 82 years old. I
know some folks that age or old-
er who are still as sharp as ever,
but Biden’s only debate with
Trump proved he was not one
of the exceptions. It was painful
and embarrassing to watch, and

it was wrong for those near him
to cover up how much he had de-
teriorated. Sure, he dropped out
of the race eventually and threw
his support behind Kamala
Harris, but the die was cast.
Just as Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s legacy is
tarnished by her unwillingness
to step aside, Biden’s bid for a
second term will be the specter
that haunts his own legacy.
And now for something posi-
tive about Trump. Back in Feb-
ruary, Trump announced that
he was going to do away with
the penny. I support this move
100%. It makes no sense that
we continue to produce a coin
that’s worth one cent but costs
3.7 cents to make. There’s no
reason we can’t do away with the
penny and round every price to
the nearest five cents. If Trump
succeeds in doing away with the
penny, I'll gladly tell anyone who
asks that I support the move.
Having said all that, it’s no se-
cret that I don’t think Trump is a
good President, to put it mildly.
I also think Biden was a better
President than I expected him to
be, which may largely be to the

credit of his cabinet.

But I share these two observa-
tions to prove a shocking point:
it is possible to criticize someone
you largely agree with, and it is
also possible to praise someone
you largely disagree with. Very
few things in life are purely
black and white. The worst per-
son you know might raise a good
point occasionally; the best per-
son you know might fumble.

I think it’s important that we
remind ourselves of this every
once in a while because just late-
ly, I feel like I'm losing my mind.

In the lead-up to the 2024
Presidential election, Trump
said voting for Harris would be
the same thing as voting for the
stock market to collapse.

“You want to see a market
crash?” he said at an October
rally in Pennsylvania. “If we lost
this election, I think the mar-
ket would go down the tubes.”
At an earlier rally, he said that
voting for Harris would usher
in a “Kamala economic crash, a
1929-style Depression.”

But of course, Trump won the
election. And thanks to his eco-
nomic policies, he has created

the worst start to a stock mar-
ket following an inauguration in
modern history.

That isn’t hyperbole; it’s a sim-
ple fact. And this isn’t like the
market crash of 2001 that fol-
lowed former President George
W. Bush into office; in that case,
the dot com bubble had already
burst and the market crash was
inevitable. Trump inherited a
strong bull market from Biden
and is well on his way to turning
it into a bear market after fewer
than three months in office. The
impending recession will be
solely the fault of Trump’s tariffs
and economic policies.

Trump’s argument is that
Americans need to just hang
tough and endure some brief
hardship, after which manufac-
turing will return to America,
high-paying jobs will abound,
and Cadillac will presumably
bring back the ’59 Deville.

None of that is going to hap-
pen, but this column isn’t even
about that. It's about Trump’s
supporters.

Imagine if Biden, Harris, or
Barack Obama had won the
presidency and tanked the stock

market within three months of
being inaugurated. Imagine if
when confronted about it, they
told people they just needed
to hang tough and endure this
momentary hardship. Imagine
if after that, they had blown off
further questions to go golfing.

Republicans wouldn't just de-
mand impeachment; they would
demand blood sacrifice. They
would demand heads on pikes
paraded through the streets. I
remember the angry coverage
Fox News devoted to Obama’s
love of dijon mustard and own-
ership of a tan suit; had Obama
ushered in the worst financial
catastrophe in decades, I imag-
ine the shrieking rage of the
various talking heads on Fox
would have been audible from
outer space.

You can’t have it both ways.
You can’t vote for a guy because
he said his opponent would
tank the stock market and then
praise him when he tanks the
stock market himself.

Or you can, but no one’s even
going to pretend to take you seri-
ously anymore.

~Sponsored Content~
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Turbine teams win big at regional STEM contest
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Taco Turbines

Three teams from Martinsville
City Public Schools earned recogni-
tion at the regional KidWind Chal-
lenge, held March 30 at Randolph
College in Lynchburg.

All three teams—the Taco Tur-
bines and Rainbow Turbines from
Patrick Henry Elementary School,
and the Turbine Turtles from Albert
Harris Elementary School—walked
away with awards in the competi-
tion, which challenges students to
design and build small-scale wind
turbines and solar structures as part
of a fun, STEM-focused approach to
learning about clean, renewable en-
ergy.

The Taco Turbines, coached by Liz
Lynch and Lizzy Fulcher, earned
first place and will advance to the
state competition at James Madison
University.

The Turbine Turtles, coached by
Cyndi Jones, placed third. The Rain-
bow Turbines received the Judges
Award. In recommending the team
for the honor, one judge wrote:
“The Rainbow Turbines were one
of the most persistent groups here
today. They tested their blades an
astonishing 11 times and each time
tweaked a component to see the im-
pact ... Keep up the good work and

_{ KidWind’
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never stop trying!”

“KidWind helps students to see
science in action,” Lynch said.
“They’re able to change things in
real time and get data which can
help them make decisions. It gives
them an opportunity to learn more
about renewable resources and how
we can harness them to produce en-
ergy.”

“I like designing the [turbine]
blades and the feeling of triumph
when you get it right,” said Margot
Sharp of the Taco Turbines. She said
that participating in KidWind was
good for students like her because
she gets to learn about clean and re-
newable energy at a young age.

Naryah Williams, also of the Taco
Turbines, recalled the team’s excite-
ment when they learned they won
first place: “It felt amazing,” she
said. “I was so happy. We ran up to
the front to get our award.”

KidWind is a national program
that introduces students to re-
newable energy concepts through
hands-on challenges, encouraging
innovation, collaboration and criti-
cal thinking.

“Our students continue to make
great connections between math,
science, and real-world applica-

Rainbow Turbines
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Turbine Turtles

tions,” enthused MCPS Superin-
tendent Dr. Zebedee Talley. “Our
teachers are developing outstanding
future engineers!”

Lynch said she was proud of not
only her team, but all the MCPS
teams that competed.

“Competitions like this encour-
age our students to grow and learn,
and it’s always so exciting to see
them take on new challenges and
succeed,” she said. “We as teach-
ers already know they're capable of
anything they put their minds to,
but it’s always awesome to see them
learn that for themselves.”

Members of the MCPS KidWind
teams are:

Taco Turbines: Margot Sharp,
Amreen Nurula, Wesley Walker,
Kavany Flores, Naryah Williams,
Kenyon Jones, Jacob Ratliff, Mason
Rea, Mercy Moore, Elena Alverez.

Rainbow Turbines: Aiden Boaz,
Allan Meyers, Bailey Clarke, Chris-
tian Smith, Emmie Stewart, Lanay
Pruitt, O’'Derion Deshazo, Sebastian
LaPrade, Souliona Walker.

Turbine Turtles: Vincent An-
drieux, Micah Barton, Kyleigh
Flood, Conner Brecht, Ana Romero
Rameriz, Kaidance Williamson.

Fiscal

(cont. from page 1)

taxes on residents.
Instead, Wagoner pro-
posed balancing the
$222,815,547 budget by
transferring $1,778,455
from the county’s sav-
ings.

“As  we navigate
through these uncer-
tain economic times, we
understand the strain
many of our residents
are feeling,” Wagoner
said. “Costs are rising,
and while revenues re-
main relatively flat, we
are committed to eas-
ing the burden on our
taxpayers. We know
that raising taxes is not
the solution, especially
when so many are al-
ready stretched thin.
That’s why, instead of
increasing taxes, I'm
recommending that
we tap into our rainy-
day fund to ensure we
continue delivering the
essential services our
community relies on,
without adding more
pressure to those who
can afford it the least.”

Primary funding
sources include real
estate taxes, personal
property taxes, and the
machinery and tools
tax. Costs for services
are continuing to rise,
yet revenues remain
stagnant, forcing the
county to make difficult
choices about where to
allocate its limited re-
sources.

Expected growth
from state contribu-
tions and revenue from
sales taxes are project-
ed to offset some of the
anticipated decline.

With additional rev-
enue from the Com-
monwealth, Wagoner

proposed a 3 percent
cost-of-living  increase
for all state-support-
ed positions, such as
teacher and deputies,
and all county employ-
ees.

Additionally, all eli-
gible county and com-
pensation-board funded
employees would re-
ceive a 1.5 percent sti-
pend. State-supported
positions in public edu-
cation would receive
a one-time stipend of
$1,000.

The proposed bud-
get for public educa-
tion is $119,724,257
which is an increase
of 11.87 percent com-
pared to the current
year’s original budget.
The proposed local con-
tribution increased by
8.15 percent for a total
of $23,398,263. Of that
amount, $2,496,242
is dedicated to paying
down the school’s debt
service. Another $5.7
million is set aside from
the 1 percent sales tax
for school facility con-
struction and renova-
tion projects.

Also under the pro-
posal, the Sheriff's Of-
fice would receive fund-
ing to support 12 new
positions at the Adult
Detention Center. This
coincides with a deci-
sion by the sheriff to
terminate the inmate
medical services con-
tract with a private
provider and manage
the services in-house, a
step that is anticipated
to decrease total ex-
penses for the center by
3.2 percent.

The budget also in-
cludes funding for an

additional officer for the
Animal Services divi-
sion, 11 new vehicles, a
K-9 dog, and associated
training and supplies.
The total budget for the
Sheriff's Office would
increase 1.14 percent.

The proposed budget
for public safety would
grow 12.19 percent,
primarily due to the
addition of four new
positions to 1mprove
the response to fire and
emergency medical ser-
vices (EMS) calls. The
cost for these positions
is expected to be offset
by additional revenue
from billing.

As a way of preparing
the next generation of
emergency responders,
the proposed budget
also includes funding
for an EMS Educator to
teach emergency medi-
cal technician courses
to high school students
in the Career Academy.

Wagoner is also rec-
ommending the estab-
lishment of a District
Impact Fund. This fund
would allocate resourc-
es for each magiste-
rial district and enable
board members to fund
targeted improvements
for their respective dis-
tricts. Approximately
$210,000 from rental
vehicle taxes would be
used to jumpstart the
fund, and an initial dis-
tribution of $35,000 per
district would be allo-
cated.

A work session was
held April 8 to give
board members an op-
portunity to make any
changes before a public
hearing is scheduled on
the proposal.

Thank you for reading Henry County Enterprise

Cartwright

(cont. from page 1)

“I don’t have answers to everything. I
am a fast learner, and when I get there,
I will have a lot of allies,” she said. “Ac-
cording to all the stats, especially if
Abigail Spanberger becomes governor,
we will be a Blue state.”

Spanberger and Lt. Gov. Winsome
Earle-Sears are currently vying for the
gubernatorial seat.

Cartwright said she does not yet
know how much her proposals may cost
but does not expect them to result in a
tax increase.

“We as democrats will have to figure
it out,” she said.

She said candidates in red districts
serve an important role: “One, make
their opponents actually run a cam-
paign and tell voters what their plat-
form is. Two, make ‘em spend money
which would have ordinarily gone to
other districts. Three, increase the
point spread, if possible, and four, be
the point guard to support all up-ballot
Democratic candidates like” Spanberg-
er.

Cartwright first ran in the 2024 spe-
cial election. She is once again uncon-
tested as the Democratic nominee.

“T am the only democrat that’s run-
ning,” she said. “No one will run against
me. There will not be a primary for me
for the House of Delegates.”

A retired state employee and long-
time activist, Cartwright has advo-
cated for Medicaid, education, housing,
and workers’ rights. She has served as
an election official and worked more
than 25 years for the Virginia Museum
of Natural History.

She is a member or advocate with
several organizations, including the
MHC NAACP, FAHI, MHC Warming
Center, SPCA, YMCA, Piedmont Arts,
National ACLU, Southern Poverty Law
Center, Virginia LGBTQ, Planned Par-
enthood Advocates of Virginia, and the
National Organization for Women —
Virginia Chapter. She has also served
as secretary for the MHC Democratic
Committee.

A Martinsville native, Cartwright is
a graduate of Martinsville High School,
Patrick Henry Community College,
and Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity.

More information is available at
www.MelodyforVA48.com.

Second Public Meeting

Old Bassett Heights Housing Rehabilitation Project

The County of Henry will hold the second Public Community
Meeting on Monday, April 28, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. at the Henry
County Administration Building, in the Summerlin Board Room;
otherwise known as the Board of Supervisor's Meeting Room,
3300 Kings Mountain Road, Collinsville VA., in order to solicit
public input on local community development and housing needs
in relation to Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funding for a project in the Old Bassett Heights Community
located in Bassett, VA. A fact sheet with the number of residents
who will benefit from this project will be provided and plans to
minimize displacement will be presented for comment. Citizens
will also be able to comment on past use of CDBG funds. All
interested citizens are urged to attend. For additional information,
contact Micah Montgomery, Community Development Specialist
by phone at (276)634-2517, Virginia Relay Number 711 or by email
mmontgomery@henrycountyva.gov. Comments and grievances
can be submitted in writing to the County of Henry at P.O. Box 7
Collinsville, VA 24078. If you plan to attend and have any special
needs requirements, please call the number listed above.
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Memorial motorcycle ride raises

awareness, celebrates musical legacy

The Suicide Prevention Memorial Ride got underway.
The event was to honor Isaac Rakes, create awareness
and raise funds to help send Patrick County High School

students to band camp.

By Jessica Dillon

The Fraternal Order
of Eagles # 3739 in Bas-
sett held a Suicide Pre-
vention Memorial Ride
last month, in honor of
Isaac Rakes, a Patrick
County High School
student who died by
suicide on March 20,
2022.

Isaac was passionate
about music, enjoyed
being part of the school
band, and looked for-
ward to band camp
each year.

The ride raised funds
to help Patrick County
High School students
attend band camp in
his memory. It at-

tracted a large group of
bikers, many of whom
had been personally af-
fected by suicide.

John Dillon, known

s “John Deere,” was
among the partici-
pants.

“Every person, some-
how or another, has
dealt with suicide.
Family members,
friends, and military—
there’s a lot of suicide
in the military. I want
to support any organi-
zation that tries to re-
duce the suicide rate,”
said Dillon.

Dillon emphasized
the importance of sup-
porting those who are

Several local businesses donated items for a raffle to raise

additional funds, and as door prizes.

actively working in sui-
cide prevention. “With-
out support, it’s so easy
to make a wrong deci-
sion,” he said.

He added that com-
munity  involvement
matters deeply. “I'm
here because I don’t
want to see anyone
commit suicide, simple
as I can put it.” The
emotional toll on sur-
vivors, Dillon said, is
far-reaching. “It’s gon-
na affect them, it’s just
that simple.”

Isaac’s grandmother,
Rhonda Brown, also at-
tended the event.

“We are raising
money to support the
Patrick County March-

ing Band right now,
but we hope to branch
out. Music is very im-
portant, and he was
a marching Cougar,
and he was on the
drum line, so we raised
money to help their ex-
penses. 'm very thank-
ful to the Eagles and to
them,” Brown said.

The ride followed
U.S. 58 before loop-
ing back to the Ea-
gles Club. It was led
by a biker known as
Thumper.

“He truly was born to
play music; he taught
himself to play the
piano and guitar. He
started in the band on
the horn and then went

Need Help? You’re Not Alone.

If you're struggling, feel overwhelmed, or know
someone who is — there’s help. Talking about mental
health isn’t always easy, but reaching out can make
a huge difference. You're not alone, and people care

about you.

Signs Someone Might Need Help:
+ Talking about feeling hopeless or wanting to dis-

appear

* Pulling away from friends or family

* Big mood swings or feeling super down

+ Saying goodbye or giving away stuff

* Trouble sleeping, eating, or keeping up at school
If You Need to Talk, Here’s Where to Start:

* Call or text 988 — Free, private support any time,

2417

* Text HOME to 741741 — Crisis Text Line con-
nects you with someone who gets it

* Talk to a trusted adult — A teacher, school coun-
selor, coach, or parent can help

Local Help is available in Henry and Patrick coun-
ties and Martinsville at Piedmont Community Ser-

vices.

* Call the Crisis Line at 1-855-245-6350
* Visit the website: www.piedmontcsb.org

Remember:

* It’s okay to ask for help.
* You don’t have to go through it alone.
* Your life matters—and there are people ready to

listen.

to the drums. He was
special to all of us,”
Brown said of Rakes.
Isaac’s band direc-
tor described him as
a man of few words.
“When he was march-
ing or playing music,
he came alive, he was

in his element. That’s
why I think music is so
important.”

Brown said she hopes
no other family has to
endure the same pain.
“Our children are our
future, and we got to
save them.”

Congressional Art
Competition in Ninth
District underway

Rishi Nair of Blacksburg High School won the 2024 Congressional Art Competition in

Anna Wheeler paddling the Dan River (Photo by DRBA)

DRBA appoints
new recreation and

T2 e

stewardship manager

Virginia’s Ninth Congressional District. His artwork is entitled ‘Mabry Mill.’

Each year, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives sponsors the Congressio-
nal Art Competition for high school
students, according to Rep. Morgan
Griffith. This competition is an excit-
ing way for a student from our region
to represent the Ninth Congressional
District in Washington. The Artistic
Discovery Contest is open to all high
school students in the Ninth District.

The chosen theme for 2025 is
“Commemorating Virginia’s Contri-
bution to the American Revolution.”
Interested students must submit a
photograph of their original artwork
to either Griffith’s Christiansburg or
Abingdon offices by 5 p.m. on Mon-
day, April 28 for consideration. Each
entry must be accompanied by a com-
plete student information release
form to qualify.

The overall winner of our district’s
competition will be displayed for one
year in the U.S. Capitol and will be
invited to Washington for a reception.
The second and third place selections
will be displayed in my Christians-
burg and Abingdon offices.

Art works entered in the contest
may be up to 26 inches by 26 inches
(including the frame) and may be up
to 4 inches in depth. Artwork must be

two-dimensional and cannot weigh
more than 15 pounds. The work may
be:

Paintings: oil, acrylics, watercolor,
etc.

Drawings: colored pencil, pencil,
ink, marker, pastels, charcoal (It is
recommended that charcoal and pas-

tel drawings be fixed)
Collages: must be two dimensional
Prints: lithographs, silkscreen,
block prints

Mixed Media: use of more than two
mediums such as pencil, ink, water-
color, etc.

Computer-generated art

Photographs

All entries must be original in con-
cept, design and execution.

The Congressional Art Competi-
tion began in 1982 to provide an op-
portunity for members of Congress to
encourage and recognize the artistic
talents of their young constituents.
Since then, over 650,000 high school
students have been involved with the
nationwide competition.

For more information on the an-
nual Congressional Art Competition,
call Griffith’s Abingdon office at (276)
525-1405 or visit the Congressional
Art Competition website.

Email submissions@
theenterprise.net

orris

Memorial Services
Visit our website for pricing:
Wwwnorrlsmemorlalserwces com

1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

The Dan River Basin Association
(DRBA) appointed Anna Wheeler as
the new Recreation and Stewardship
Manager. Wheeler served as the North
Carolina Program Coordinator for
DRBA since September 2021. Before
that, she served as DRBA’s Recreation
Assistant and various roles at Girl
Scouts North Carolina Coastal Pines.

“I am excited about the creation
of our new position, Recreation and
Stewardship Manager, which will
play a pivotal role in the development,
protection, and conservation of recre-
ational assets throughout the entire
Dan River watershed,” DRBA Execu-
tive Director Tiffany Haworth said.
“The ability to span state lines and le-
verage resources will empower DRBA
to have an even greater impact in the
region.”

“I am especially excited that Anna
Wheeler has accepted this important
role,” Haworth added. “Anna’s unwav-
ering dedication, expertise, and proven
experience in developing and imple-
menting recreational and stewardship
initiatives are truly exceptional, and I
have no doubt she will be instrumental
in expanding DRBA’s impact.”

DRBA has designed, constructed
and/or enhanced more than 100 trails,
parks, and river accesses in the bi-
state, 16-county, 3,300 square mile
footprint of the Dan River Basin since
it became a nonprofit in 2002. In ad-
dition, DRBA has organized countless
cleanups, habitat restoration, and
water quality monitoring projects to
ensure our natural resources are pre-
served and protected for future gen-
erations.

“I am honored to take on this posi-
tion and expand DRBA’s recreation
and stewardship projects,” said Wheel-
er. “The Dan River Basin is home to
unique flora and fauna and the perfect
destination for outstanding outdoor
experiences, both of which need to be
promoted, conserved, and protected.”

In her position of NC Program Co-
ordinator, Wheeler has developed nu-
merous programs and outdoor assets
throughout all of the North Carolina
counties that are part of the Dan River

Basin.

Projects include developing the
Rockingham County Rivers and Trails
Master Plan, Hogans Creek Park, Dan
River State Paddle Trail, appointment
of local stakeholders in safety and riv-
er events, and developing events for
NC’s Year of the Trail. She is actively
engaged in the Rockingham County
Tourism Board, Mayo River State Park
Advisory Board, Martinsville YMCA
Board, and the Museum and Archives
of Rockingham County Board.

“In this new role, I am excited to
apply the experience I've gained from
creating and implementing successful
projects in North Carolina to benefit
all the counties within our watershed,”
said Wheeler. “I am truly thrilled to
help ensure that every county in the
Dan River Basin has access to trails,
parks, and river access points, as well
as the tools and resources necessary
to protect and preserve their natural
resources.”

Wheeler has a bachelor’s degree in
biology-ecology, evolutionary, and en-
vironmental science, and a Certificate
in Geographic Information Systems
from Appalachian State University.
She also has a Certificate in Non-Prof-
it Management from Duke University.
Wheeler has been on various panels at
conferences including the first Great
Trails State Conference, and earned
the Judges Award and second-highest
fundraiser at Piedmont Art’s Dancing
for the Arts. Wheeler lives in Martins-
ville, and is an avid hiker, fisher, pad-
dler, and environmental advocate.

The mission of the Dan River Basin
Association is to promote and protect
the natural and cultural resources of
the Dan River Basin through educa-
tion, recreation, and stewardship.
DRBA works to fulfill that mission
by building river accesses and trails,
educating people of all ages about pro-
tecting our natural resources, and pro-
tecting our water resources through
water quality monitoring, cleanups
and master planning. The Dan River
basin is 3,300 square miles including
sixteen counties throughout Virginia
and North Carolina.
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Huber Engineered
Woods helps grow trees

Youth plant trees along a stream for erosion mitigation.

Since its inception |

in 2008, Growing Kids
and Trees has been a
statewide youth proj-

ect for planting hard- &

wood seedlings in ri
parian stream buffers
and communities.
4-H groups,

other youth organiza
tions participate an
nually in the project.

The local VA Co-
operative Extension
4-H Agent works in
collaboration with
the Extension Dis-
trict Foresters (there
are four in the Com-

monwealth) to plan |
organized community |
planting projects, as |
supporting |
Earth Day and other |

well as

events where children

receive a tree to plant |

at home. Virginia De

partment of Forestry |
nurseries have been |
the source of most |
of the seedlings, and & : S
with A $6,000 sponsor check is presented. Pictured Left to right

VDOF works

Scouts, }
private schools and |

VCE to assist with are Phillip Whitlow, Forester for Huber and Jason Fisher,
giving “Tree Talks” at Extension Forester for Central District with VA Cooperative

local and community
schools upon request.
To date, nearly
400,000 native hard-
wood seedlings have
been distributed to
youth groups in Vir-
ginia, and thousands
of acres of watersheds
have been protected,
with wildlife habitat
and shade provided to
communities around
the Commonwealth.
Huber Engineered
Woods sponsors this
statewide project and
joins the VA Forestry
Educational Founda-
tion in the total spon-
soring effort. Virginia
Cooperative  Exten-

Extension.

sion also appreciates
Huber Engineered
Woods for its steady
support of Virginia
Tech’s SHARP Log-
ger Program (www.
sharplogger.vt.edu )
and Virginia Forest
Landowner  Educa-
tion Programs (www.
forestupdate.frec.
vt.edu ) through its
Sustainable Forestry
Initiative goals.

The purpose of this
project is to improve
water quality by re-
storing forest cover
to residential and
stream buffer loca-

tions. Students are
encouraged to take
seedlings home to
plant with the help
of a parent or youth
leader, or students
may plant seedlings
as a group (pre-
ferred). Studies show
that planting and car-
ing for a tree builds
community involve-
ment and a sense
of stewardship for
years to come as the
tree grows. For more
information contact
Jason Fisher at 434-
476-2147 x3389 or ja-
sonf@vt.edu.

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Left: Jennifer Denton Right: Paul Jadrnicek

West Piedmont

Planning District Commission

WPPDC hires two community
development specialists

The West Piedmont Planning
District Commission (WPPDC)
added Jennifer Denton and Paul
Jadrnicek to its team as Com-
munity Development Specialists,
who provide grant writing, grant
administration, and technical as-
sistance services to municipali-
ties and non-profit organizations
within the planning district.

Denton formerly worked at Vir-
ginia Tech as a Fiscal Assistant
in the College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences. She earned her
Bachelor of Business Administra-
tion in Management from Rad-
ford University and an Associate
of Applied Science from Patrick
and Henry Community College.

One of her favorite projects was
working with the Alliance to Ad-
vance Climate Smart Agriculture
at Virginia Tech. She supported
the fiscal team in issuing pay-
ments to program producers and
ensured accurate reporting to the
USDA and VT departments. This
experience highlighted how ef-
fective project management and
strong internal systems bolster
community work. Denton enjoyed
contributing to a project that pro-
moted sustainable agriculture,
strengthened producer relation-
ships, and ensured resource ac-
countability, emphasizing the
importance of behind-the-scenes
efforts in community develop-
ment.

“I'm really looking forward to
contributing to impactful, com-
munity-driven projects that will
directly improve the quality of
living in this area for residents
in the WPPDC region,” Den-
ton said. “I'm especially excited
about working across different
localities to help identify needs,
secure funding, and implement
solutions. The opportunity to col-
laborate with local governments,
nonprofits, and residents to build
stronger, more resilient commu-

nities really motivates me, and
I’'m eager to bring both creativ-
ity and strategic thinking to that
work.”

Jadrnicek was employed as the
Grants Manager at the Barter
Theatre in Abingdon, Virginia.
Before transitioning to the non-
profit and public service sector,
he had a career in education.
Jadrnicek graduated from As-
bury University with a degree in
English.

He emphasized that his most
significant accomplishments are
often the small victories—wheth-
er it’s a strategic conversation
that redirects a project or an ef-
fective project plan that ensures
everyone is aligned. These mo-
ments are what keep him moti-
vated.

“I am most excited about the
opportunity to serve and collabo-
rate with WPPDC’s many part-
ners on the frontlines of building
a bright future for the West Pied-
mont region,” Jadrnicek said.

“We are excited to welcome Jen-
nifer and Paul to our team,” said
Kristie Eberly, WPPDC executive
director. “Their direct experience
in the grant world will be instru-
mental in empowering our part-
ners and advancing numerous
projects that make a meaningful
impact on our communities.”

The West Piedmont Planning
District is a regional planning
organization serving the counties
of Franklin, Henry, Patrick, and
Pittsylvania; the cities of Danville
and Martinsville; and the Town
of Rocky Mount. The WPPDC
seeks to carry out its mission by
facilitating regional thinking and
dialogue among the district’s lo-
cal government, K-12 and higher
educational institutions, econom-
ic development organizations,
workforce development, and oth-
er key stakeholders. Learn more
at westpiedmontpdc.org.

Nelson Automotive donates 30
parks, schools

A total of 30 trees donated by Nelson Automotive are being planted along the Dick and Willie Trail and on school grounds
across Henry County. Sixteen trees were provided to Henry County Parks and Recreation, while 14 were given to the
county’s public schools.

trees to sup
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Salamanders take
center stage at
Education Station

port
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Be sure to like the Henry County Enterprise on Facebook

Southwestern  Pied-
mont Master Natural-
ists and the Virginia
Museum of Natural His-
tory, (VMNH) present
the latest installment
in their Education Sta-
tion series, The Magical
World of Salamanders!
The Series provides an
interactive experience
for visitors and will be
held at the museum
on Saturday, April 19,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

President of the Vir-
ginia Herpetological
Society (VHS) and As-
sistant Curator of Her-
petology at the Illinois
Natural History Sur-
vey, Dr. Arianna Kuhn,
will give a presentation
on salamanders, “The
True Hidden Gems of
Appalachia, “at noon.

Research Techni-
cian at VMNH and
Vice President of VHS,
Marshall Boyd, will be
available  throughout
to share information
on the amazing world
of amphibians, their
transformative life
cycles, and how this di-
verse group has adapted

to live in and out of the
water.

Virginia Master Nat-
uralists will be avail-
able to talk about how
to become a Master
Naturalist, and Virgin-
ia’s native salamanders,
including one called the
Hellbender.

The Virginia Muse-
um of Natural History
is located at 21 Star-
ling Avenue, Martins-
ville, VA 24112. Check
the museum’s website
for more information
and admission fees at
https://www.vmnh.net/
plan-your-visit.

For information about
the local chapter of Vir-
ginia Master Natural-
ists, email Christine
Stewart at stonegar-
denl306@gmail.com,
or www.facebook.com/
SouthwesternPied-
montMasterNatural-
ists/.

For more information
about the VMNH or
the Education Station
series, contact Boyd at
(276) 403-8525 or mar-
shall.boyd@vmnh.vir-

ginia.gov.



