
Marking 50 years since Vietnam: 
Two veterans share their stories
By Cole Hall
To mark the 50th 

anniversary of the end 
of the Vietnam War on 
April 30, two local vet-
erans shared their ex-
periences before, dur-
ing, and after the war.

Curtis R. Millner, 
Sr., who retired as a 
warrant officer, served 
as a maintenance ser-
geant with an engi-
neer battalion. The 
unit was responsible 
for building and main-
taining roads, bridges, 
telephone lines, and 
other critical infra-
structure to keep sup-
ply lines open—often 
while under enemy 
fire.

Millner enlisted in 
the Army at just 17 
years old.

His deployment to 
Vietnam began with 
a surprise phone call 
while stationed in 
Germany. “I got a call 
in the afternoon, tell-

ing me I was supposed 
to be in Vietnam,” he 
said. “I asked when.” 
The response was, 
“well you’re supposed 
to be there now.” Mill-

ner packed up quickly, 
brought his wife along, 
and was transferred 
from California to 
Vietnam. He served 
there from July to De-

cember 1971.
His mission changed 

again only months 
later with news of the 
U.S. withdrawal plan. 
Millner became part of 

Operation Keystone, a 
large-scale effort to re-
turn equipment to the 
United States under 
the Vietnamization 
policy.

“As engineers we 
were not there to en-
gage the enemy. We 
were there to build 
for the war effort,” he 
said. “My Vietnamese 
secretary asked me 
why I wasn’t being at-
tacked as much. It’s 
because whoever wins 
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County, school budgets head 
to vote after public hearings

By Taylor Boyd
The Henry County Board of Su-

pervisors held public hearings for 
the proposed fiscal year (FY) 2025-
2026 school budget and the total 
county budget at its April 22 meet-
ing.  

County Administrator Dale Wag-
oner said the proposed budget rec-
ommends $119,724,257 for the 
Henry County school system with 
$23,398,263 in local funds.

“Unless you have additional 
changes or recommendations, we 
have a meeting scheduled for next 
Tuesday, April 29 at 3 p.m. As of 
now, the only agenda item is for 
your consideration of approval of 
the school budget and the total 
county budget,” he said.

During the school budget’s public 
hearing, Jennifer Rabon asked the 
board to reconsider Carlisle Schools’ 
request for funding for a School Re-
source Officer (SRO).

As a mother, Rabon said she has 
three children attending Carlisle 
School and went on a field trip with 
two of them last week.

“At lunchtime, all the teachers 
and all of our phones started to buzz 
with an alert from Carlisle School. 

As any parent of a school-aged child 
when you get those notifications 
there is that brief moment when 
you wonder if this is the moment 

Jennifer Rabon asked the Henry County 
Board of Supervisors to reconsider Carlisle 
School’s funding request for a School 
Resource Officer (SRO).

Mayor targets ‘unethical practices’ 
with proposed city probe

By Taylor Boyd
Martinsville Mayor LC Jones di-

rected City Manager Aretha Fer-
rell-Benavides to work with the 
city attorney to launch a proposed 
investigation into the actions of city 
officials regarding unethical prac-
tices, neglect, and misuse of office.

Jones said the investigation 
would include council members, 
city employees, constitutional of-
ficers, public safety, as well as vol-
unteers who are members of boards 
and commissions. 

“All city operations,” he said.
An investigation is needed, he 

said, “in light of the persistent and 
unfounded slander and defama-
tion all to undermine my character 
and integrity but along with other 
council members and employees.” 
Jones instructed Ferrell-Benavides 
to reach out to the attorneys to 
“investigate the actions of council 
members in regards to unethical 
practices, neglect, and misuse of of-
fice” and to “get some direction on 
what that would look like for us to 
move forward, to launch an investi-
gation.”

Following the meeting, Jones said 

From left, council member Julian Mei, Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson, Martinsville Sheriff Steve 
Draper, Sheriff’s Maj. Laura Hopkins, Mayor LC Jones, council members Rayshaun Gravely 
and Aaron Rawls are pictured presenting a proclamation for National Corrections Officers 
and Employees Week.

Reversion study proposal 
raises eyebrows among leaders

By Jessica Dillon and Taylor 
Boyd

Part I: City leaders react to re-
version study proposal

The Martinsville City Council 
recently addressed concerns about 
reversion after Mayor LC Jones 
mentioned requesting a consolida-
tion study and a reversion study. 
Many residents opposed past rever-
sion efforts and still do, and council 
members clarified their positions on 
whether to support a study or pur-

sue the process.
Jones said he individually asked 

the city manager for a reversion 
study and emphasized that it was 
not discussed by the full council.

“So, it’s not that all of council 
asked. I’ve said I asked” during “my 
conversation with the city manager. 
This is what I would like to see. I 
would like you to present (it) just 
(to) the council, to see if all of coun-
cil would like this. So, nothing is ap-

Director of Community Development Eric Payne (left) and Greg Maggard, director of Public 
Works, gave an update to Martinsville City Council at Tuesday’s meeting.

PSA board weighs first 
rate hike in 12 years 

The proposed fiscal year 2025-26 
budget for the Henry County Public 
Service Authority (PSA) includes a 
recommended $5 monthly increase 
in water and wastewater rates to 
address rising operational costs and 
ensure continued delivery of safe, 
reliable service to the community. 

This would mark the first adjust-
ment of rates for the PSA in 12 
years, a decision driven by escalat-
ing costs for treatment, electricity, 
and essential materials that can no 
longer be absorbed without compro-
mising service. 

PSA General Manager Dale Wagoner (left) prepares to give his presentation on the fiscal 
year 2025-2026 PSA budget. Pictured to the right is PSA Chairman Stuart Bowman. 
(Contributed photos)

Army veteran Curtis R. Millner, Sr., (second from left) received Martinsville and Henry County’s Outstanding Veteran award 
in 2021. The award was presented by representatives from the city and county, including Kathy Lawson (far left), Debra 
Buchanan, and Tommy Slaughter.
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in a Facebook post that these attacks 
have come not only from certain mem-
bers of city council but also from city 
employees and other elected officials.

“Such cowardly actions are devoid 
of evidence and rely solely on baseless 
allegations, often amplified by local 
media that has chosen to participate 
in this discrediting campaign without 
substantiating facts,” he said.

Jones said he believes the city must 
embrace transparency as its guiding 
principle.

“I believe it is the right of every 
citizen to be informed and engaged 
throughout this process. Those mak-
ing these accusations should wel-
come the opportunity for scrutiny, as 
should all council members and city 
employees. Together, we can navigate 
this political landscape riddled with 
falsehoods and reveal the documented 
truth. I eagerly anticipate that day,” 
Jones said in the post.

Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson said her 
view is that if someone is going to ac-
cuse another or make negative com-
ments, then there should be proof.

“If this is just someone making a 
‘Negative Nelly’ comment about some-
body that has no proof or no factual 
basis other than just someone making 
a statement, then those type of state-
ments need to stop,” she said.

Lawson said she needs more infor-
mation regarding the logistics of the 

investigation and who would conduct 
it before she would commit to sup-
porting it.

“I don’t know the answers to the 
questions. I need more information 
just like you do. I am neutral at this 
point. I would like for the name-
calling to stop, and if this stops the 
name-calling, then yes, that’s good. I 
just need more information,” she said.

Lawson also said she does not know 
when more information about the pro-
posed investigation would be avail-
able.

“I would say you need to ask the 
mayor. I didn’t make the statement, 
he did,” she said.

Lawson described the call for a po-
tential investigation as both surpris-
ing and unsurprising.

“It was one of those things that was 
like, ‘Oh.’ Not surprising, but ‘Oh,’” 
she said.

Council member Aaron Rawls said 
he doesn’t think much of Jones’ direc-
tive.

“I don’t mean to make so light of it 
— I mean, it’s ridiculous and it’s ab-
surd — but also I have to feel for my 
city employees and also my citizens. 
It is actually kind of scary that the 
mayor of a city is basically talking 
about doing an inquisition on people,” 
he said.

Rawls said that against the back-
drop of a significant undercurrent of 

whistleblowers and city employees 
making protective disclosures, Jones 
seems aligned with bad actors.

“For whatever reason, he will just 
not accept he’s doing bad stuff in a 
public government, and he will not 
stop and look around himself and say, 
‘oh wait, I’m part of the problem,’” 
Rawls said, and added that he be-
lieves the investigation will ultimate-
ly backfire and implicate Jones, other 
council members, and members of city 
administration.

“I mean, it’s an all-time backfire,” 
he said. “But I also can’t say that, be-
cause maybe next time it is more seri-
ous, and then I just said, ‘okay, gov-
ernment inquisition is okay in a free 
society,’ and it’s not okay.”

“It’s a weird situation that I’m 
taking more lightly than I probably 
should,” Rawls said. “It’s a serious 
thing to a lot of people, and in fair-
ness for the city employees, they’re 
probably not laughing about this at 
all. They’re probably terrified.”

While Rawls said he doesn’t know 
the specifics of what Jones means by 
an investigation, he speculates it may 
be related to senior-level staff who 
have reached out to state agencies, 
elected officials, and attorneys to fig-
ure out how to protect themselves.

He said employees are “being asked 
to do fraudulent things or unethical 
things” that go against their profes-
sion’s code of ethics and could cost 
them their licenses.

“So, it’s not just things that are 
shady. It’s things that would cost 
them their careers. They want to start 
getting on the record to protect them-
selves,” he said.

Rawls said he believes the investi-
gation could be an attempt by some to 
get ahead of the situation.

“Some of these people have already 
committed their findings and sent 
them to legal counsel, so him doing 
this is not going to protect Jones and 
others from retaliation claims. It is 
fact that there are senior employees 
at the City of Martinsville that have 
— let’s call it whistleblowing — who 
have raised concerns about unethical 
or fraudulent behavior or being asked 
to do those things. That’s fact. That’s 
happened. That is written record. The 
speculation is why they’re doing all of 
this,” he said.

Rawls added that a single member 
of council cannot unilaterally call for 

an investigation.
“Also, this guy is not Saddam Hus-

sein. Like, I don’t know who he thinks 
he is, but you cannot just send inquis-
itors to people’s doors and say, ‘give 
me your phone and we’re going to go 
through your text messages and we’re 
going to read all your emails.’ That’s 
not going to happen,” he said.

He said he is confident the city’s at-
torneys will give Jones the same ad-
vice, if they haven’t already.

In a Facebook post, council member 
Julian Mei apologized to anyone with-
in or outside the city for the turmoil 
occurring within city government.

“No one should have to live, serve, or 
work in a climate of fear, resentment, 
or retribution, and the irresponsibil-
ity of public servants perpetuating 
this is a poor reflection of the many 
good and decent people who work tire-
lessly to make our home a wonderful 
place to live,” he said in the post.

Council member Rayshaun Gravely 
did not return a call for comment, nor 
had he made a social media post at 
press time.

In other matters, the council:
*Heard a presentation on the pro-

posed capital projects for fiscal year 
2025-2026.

*Discussed the 1 Ellsworth lease 
option.

*Discussed the allocation of funds 
for the development of the Common-
wealth waterline.

*Approved a resolution approving 
lease purchase financing with Bank of 
America Public Capital Corp - Direct 
Bank loan to acquire equipment. 

*Approved updates to the joint dis-
patch center by-laws.

*Approved the receipt and expense 
for the awarded Operation Ceasefire 
Grant.

*Heard community announcements 
from Public Information Officer Ken-
dall Davis.

*Proclaimed April 25 as National 
Arbor Day. 

*Proclaimed April as National Sex-
ual Assault Awareness Month. 

*Proclaimed April as National Au-
tism Awareness Month. 

*Proclaimed the week of April 4-10 
as National Corrections Officers and 
Employees Week.

*Approved the April 1, April 7, and 
April 14 meeting minutes.

*Approved the Feb. 28 facilitator-
provided retreat minutes.

Call 276-694-3101 or email 
submissions@theenterprise.net for more 

information.

County
(cont. from page 1)

Mayor
(cont. from page 1)

that your life is changed forever. 
Thankfully it was not,” she said.

For the last three years Rabon 
said there’s been an SRO on cam-
pus funded by Carlisle.

“Henry County also lets us 
have a vehicle on the premises 
that gives us a visual cue and 
hopefully a deterrent if anyone 
wanted to come to campus” and 
cause trouble, she said.

Rabon noted Carlisle’s tuition 
ranges from $6,000-$14,000 per 
year, “which is a lot. However, 
reading through the school bud-
get, I think Henry County is 
spending over $16,000 per stu-
dent for support. So, I feel like 
we are offering and delivering a 
very good product for less mon-
ey,” she said.

In other matters, the board:
*Approved a resolution sup-

porting the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant application 
for a project to rehabilitate up to 
11 low-to-moderate income resi-
dential houses in the Old Bassett 
Heights Road area. 

*Approved amendments to the 
bylaws for the Martinsville-Hen-
ry County 911 Joint Dispatch 
Center. 

*Approved the county’s partici-
pation in the Intergovernmen-
tal Agreement with the Virginia 
Department of Emergency Man-
agement to coordinate interstate 
and intrastate mutual aid. *Ap-
proved an additional appropria-
tion of $17,124 received from the 
Circuit Court Records Preserva-
tion Grant program to preserve 
marriage bonds and order books 
dating back to the 1700s. 

*Approved the purchase of a 
fire truck from Municipal Emer-
gency Services for the Collins-
ville Volunteer Fire Department 
and disbursed $683,292 to the 
department for the purchase. 

*Approved an additional ap-
propriation of $1,675,000 to the 
School Textbook Fund for the 
purchase of Mathematics and 
English textbooks. 

*Awarded a contract of $48,419 
to CorrecTeck, Inc., for the pur-

chase of the Spark Electronic 
Health Records system for the 
Adult Detention Center. 

*Awarded a contract to EMS 
Management and Consultants, 
Inc., for Public Safety and Volun-
teer EMS and fire billing servic-
es. Compensation under this con-
tract is based on the percentage 
of collections, which historically 
has resulted in an annual cost of 
approximately $65,000. 

*Approved its Six-Year Second-
ary Road Plan. 

*Heard a general highway up-
date from Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) Resident 
Engineer Lisa Price-Hughes.

*Conducted a public hear-
ing and approved a change in 
the county ordinance to reflect 
a precinct relocation of Fieldale 
#201 to the Fieldale Apartments 
Auditorium on Marshall Way. 
*Appointed Jay Gilbert to an 
unexpired term on the Parks & 
Recreation Board set to expire on 
June 30, 2025. 

The Henry County Board of Supervisors.

The city council presented the proclamation for National Arbor Day to Martinsville Tree 
Board member Heather Loeberger.

PHS Autism Center CEO Officer Billy White accepted the proclamation April as National 
Autism Awareness Month.

City Council presented the proclamation for National Sexual Assault Awareness Month to 
Tamika Whitfield of Southside Survivor Response Center.

Initial weekly claims 
down, continued claims up 

According to Virginia Works, 3,270 
unemployment insurance weekly 
initial claims were filed during the 
week ending April 12, 2025, which is 
12.0 percent lower than last week’s 
3,714 claims and 46.1 percent higher 
than the comparable week of last 
year (2,238).  

Nearly 68 percent of claimants 
self-reported an associated indus-
try; of those reported, the top five 
industries (66 percent) were Profes-
sional, Scientific, and Technical Ser-
vices (465); Administrative and Sup-
port and Waste Management (269); 
Retail Trade (246); Manufacturing 
(223); and Health Care and Social 
Assistance (209).

Continued weeks claims (18,459) 
were 4.9 percent higher than last 
week (17,598) and were 20.9 percent 
higher than the comparable week of 
last year (15,263). Nearly 92 percent 

of claimants self-reported an associ-
ated industry; of those reported, the 
top five industries (62 percent) were 
Professional, Scientific, and Techni-
cal Services (3,529); Administrative 
and Support and Waste Manage-
ment (2,152); Manufacturing (1,848); 
Health Care and Social Assistance 
(1,566); and Retail Trade (1,398).

A person who has already filed an 
initial claim and who has experi-
enced a week of unemployment files 
a continued claim to claim benefits 
for that week of unemployment. On 
a weekly basis, continued claims re-
flect a good approximation of the cur-
rent number of insured unemployed 
workers filing for UI benefits, and 
are a good indicator of labor market 
conditions. While continued claims 
are not a leading indicator, they pro-
vide confirming evidence of the direc-
tion of the economy. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Event information/calendar items must be 

received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the de-
sired publication date. Email to dhall@theen-
terprise.net.)

Meetings

Tuesday, April 29
Community Budget Meeting, 6 p.m., Vir-

ginia Museum of Natural History, 21 Starling 
Ave, Martinsville.

Thursday, May 1
Henry County School Board School Board 

Meeting, 6 p.m., Laurel Park Middle School, 
280 Laurel Park Avenue, Martinsville.

Thursday, May 8
Public Hearing on Tax Rates and Public 

Hearing on Budget, 6 p.m., Council Chambers, 
55 W Church St, Martinsville.

Events

Friday, April 25
Reptile Festival, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Virginia 

Museum of Natural History, 21 Starling Ave, 
Martinsville.

Join the MHC Historical Society for a recep-
tion to celebrate our new exhibit, “Pan-tastic 
Journey: Cookware through time,” 5:30-7:30 
p.m. at the MHC Heritage Museum. 1 E Main 
St., Martinsville

Saturday, April 26
Reptile Festival, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Virginia 

Museum of Natural History, 21 Starling Ave., 
Martinsville.

Martinsville Half-Marathon and 5K, 8 a.m., 
Gazebo on Depot Street, 101 Depot St, Mar-
tinsville.

14th annual Pig Cookin’ Festival, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Spencer-Penn Center, 475 Spencer 
Penn Road, Spencer.

Oak Level Ruritan Club Community Yard 
Sale, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., 7668 Oak Level Road, 
Bassett. Spaces are $20, vendors welcome. 
Concessions available. To reserve a space, call 
(276) 340-3158 or (276) 732-8096.

Sunday, April 27
Bluegrass music jam, Bassett Ruritan Club, 

277 Philpott Dam Road, 1:30 to 4 p.m. Musi-
cians are welcome to bring their instruments. 
No admission charge. For more information 
call Patti or Randy at (276) 629-8296. 

Friday, May 2
Farewell Reception for Pedro Szalay 3-5 

p.m., at Piedmont Arts. Szalay is retiring from 
Southwest Virginia Ballet at the end of June. 
He has served as the ballet’s artistic director 
for more than 18 years. He has impacted the 
lives of many youths and adults in Martins-
ville-Henry County through programs like 
Minds in Motion, Dance Español and Dancing 
for the Arts. This event is free and open to the 
public. RSVP attendance by Wednesday, April 
30 at PiedmontArts.org. 215 Starling Ave, 
Martinsville.

Saturday, May 3
Storytime at Spencer- Penn Center, Satur-

day, May 3rd at 10am. This monthly program 
will include special readers, crafts, and other 
fun activities. Come out and join us for this 
free program, fit for all ages. No registration is 
needed. 475 Spencer Penn Road, Spencer.

First ever Veteran’s Concert, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Infinity Acres Ranch, 136 Joppa Road, #4242, 
Ridgeway.

Ridgeway Bee Festival, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Al-
mond Street. Free, fun, family-friendly event; 
held rain or shine. Features bands, Scuffle 
Hill Brewery, food trucks, beekeepers, crafts, 
bounce house, face painting, art contest and 
more.

Tuesday, May 6
Horsepasture District Meeting, 6 p.m., 

at Horsepasture Ruritan Building, featur-
ing Horsepasture District Supervisor Debra 
Buchanan, Deputy County Administrator 
JR Powell, Sheriff Wayne Davis, Lisa Price-
Hughes, VDOT. 

ONGOING

BINGO on Mondays, Horsepasture Volun-
teer Fire Department, 17815 A.L. Philpott 
Highway, Ridgeway. Doors open at 5 p.m., 
games start at 7 p.m. Concessions are avail-
able. 

Uptown Pub Run, Mondays at 6.p.m., meets 
at Renewal Brewing 32 Franklin St, Martins-
ville. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Pacific Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth 
Blvd, Martinsville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club, 277 Philpott Dam 
Road, Bassett, hosts breakfast on the 2nd Sat-
urday of each month, $9 for adults, and $4 for 
children under 12. All you can eat, sausage, 
fried bologna, eggs, cooked apples, sausage 
gravy, biscuits, made-to-order pancakes, cof-

fee, and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge 
Regional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 
403-5430 to register. 

Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music & 
More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play 
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen to 
a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel mu-
sic by different bands each week. If you want, 
bring a snack to share. This event is free to the 
public. Any donations received will go to the 
Bassett Ruritan Club to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of 
Natural History and the Henry County YMCA 
with your library card. The passes are good for 
one day and exclude special events. There is a 
wait period before you can check out the pass 
again. For more details and exclusions, visit 
brrl.lib.va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public 
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New 
members are welcome. For more information, 
please call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center 
offers free in-house and online classes to help 
prepare for college, career, or earn your high 
school equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-
9585.

The Martinsville-Henry County Democratic 
Committee meets on the first Thursday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. at New College Institute 
on Fayette Street (park on Moss St.). RSVP at 
mhcdcva.org/meeting-rsvp for Zoom link.

The Martinsville -Henry County Republican 
Committee meets on the 3rd Tuesday every 
month, 6:30 p.m., Henry County Administra-
tion Building, Summerlin Room, 3300 Kings 
Mountain Road, Martinsville. 

Neighbors in the Know. Join staff and vol-
unteers in the Hylton Library at the Spencer 
Penn Centre for activities and socializing on 
the first and third Monday of each month. A 
different presentation and activity weekly, fol-
lowed by a way to get you moving. The program 
is an hour long and activities for children will 
be provided. Every third Monday, 10-11 a.m., 
a music program will be provided. This free 
program is perfect for all ages. Registration is 
not required.

Seniors can register 
for summer vegetable 
program on April 30

Registration opens April 30 for 
Virginia’s Farm Market Fresh For 
Seniors (also known as the Senior 
Farmer’s Market Nutrition Pro-
gram) is available through the 
Southern Area Agency on Aging 
(SAAA). 

Eligible seniors may receive a 
$50 Benefit Shopping Card or a $50 
Digital Benefit that can be used to 
purchase locally grown fresh fruits, 
vegetables and cut herbs at partici-
pating Farmer’s Markets. 

The number of people who can 
participate is limited. Beginning on 
Wednesday, April 30, the SAAA will 
take applications over the phone 
and in person. The agency will 
also continue to take applications 
throughout the following week(s) 
while the supply of the $50 benefit 
lasts.

You may qualify to participate if:
* you are (or will become) 60 years 

of age or older on or before June 1, 

2025:
*and you are a resident of Dan-

ville City, Martinsville City, Frank-
lin County, Patrick County, Henry 
County or Pittsylvania County, 

*and you do not live with, and are 
not an immediate family member of 
the farmer who grows the produce, 

*and you have a gross monthly 
household income that does not ex-
ceed the income requirements of the 
program.

Those who wish to apply for the 
$50 Benefit must contact the SAAA 
at (276) 632-6442 or toll-free at 
1-800-468-4571.

 Beginning April 30, and con-
tinuing as long as the supply of the 
$50 benefit lasts, applicants must 
be prepared to certify total gross 
monthly household income informa-
tion when applying over the phone 
or in person. Southern Area Agency 
on Aging is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

Applications now being accepted 
for food assistance program

The Virginia Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services (VDACS) is accepting pro-
posals from charitable food assistance organi-
zations for the Virginia Agriculture Food As-
sistance Program (VAFAP). The state program 
provides grants to charitable food assistance 
organizations to purchase Virginia Grown ag-
ricultural products that must be distributed to 
food insecure Virginia residents in accordance 
with the food distribution guidelines for each 
charitable food assistance organization.

Established by the Virginia General Assem-
bly in 2021, VAFAP compensates farmers for 
food products that are donated or sold to chari-

table food assistance organizations. A total of 
$1.1 million in reimbursable grant funding is 
available for this program.

Interested charitable food assistance organi-
zations must submit VAFAP applications by 5 
p.m. on May 9, 2025. Applications should detail 
the plan to engage local farmers to purchase lo-
cally grown agricultural products and how the 
food will be distributed to persons in need.

“This type of partnership is a win-win, as it 
helps to address food insecurity and support 
local agriculture,” said VDACS Commissioner 
Joseph Guthrie. “Producers are compensated 
for their crop, nutritious food is not wasted, 

and additional food resources are available to 
charitable organizations throughout the Com-
monwealth.”

VDACS will use a competitive review process 
to ensure maximum input and benefit.  The re-
view panel may also provide a recommended 
award amount for project proposals. VDACS 
will notify successful and unsuccessful grant 
applicants about the outcome of the competi-
tive process as it relates to the applicant’s pro-
posal.

For more information and to apply, please 
visit www.vdacs.virginia.gov/pdf/rsfi-vafap-
guidelines-Instructions.pdf.

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com ADVERTISE!
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Regarding Kilmar Abrego Garcia
When I started 

my journalism ca-
reer in 2012, one 
of the first things 
that editor Ginny 
Wray impressed 
upon me was the 
importance of the 
word “allegedly.”

For example, 
let’s say a woman 
murders her hus-
band. The mur-
der takes place in 
the front yard of 
their home and a 
neighbor across the 
street captures the 
entire incident on a 
4K video recording. 
Also, the woman is 
wearing a T-shirt 
that says “I mur-
dered my husband 
in cold blood and all 
I got was this lousy 
T-shirt.” The woman 
is arrested and sent 
to jail to await trial.

When you’re writ-
ing the news story 
about the incident, 
you don’t call the 
woman a “murderer” 
under any circum-
stances, even if you 
have no doubt that 
she committed the 
crime. Instead, you 
call her “the alleged 
murderer.” You 
might also say she’s 
“suspected” or “ac-
cused” of murder.

The reason for this 
is the presumption of 
innocence, which the 
Supreme Court has 
ruled is one of the 
most basic require-
ments of a fair trial. 
A defendant in a tri-
al is presumed inno-
cent until the pros-
ecutor has proved 
beyond a reasonable 
doubt that the defen-
dant has committed 
the crime.

The presump-
tion of innocence is 
deeply linked to the 
Due Process Clause 
which can be found 
in the Fifth and 
14th Amendments. 
The clause states 
that no person shall 
be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property 
without due process 
of law. This is a con-
cept that’s been well 
established since the 
Magna Carta. The 
Supreme Court has 
also ruled that the 
right to due process 
applies to citizens 
and non-citizens 
alike as long as 
they’re in the United 

States.
All of which brings 

us to Kilmar Abrego 
Garcia, a man you’ve 
probably heard 
about in the news 
just lately.

Garcia, 29, has 
lived in the United 
States for the last 
14 years. He works 
construction, is mar-
ried, and helps raise 
three children with 
disabilities.

The Trump admin-
istration deported 
Garcia to El Salva-
dor’s notorious Cen-
tro de Confinamien-
to del Terrorismo 
(CECOT), one of the 
largest prisons in the 
world and one of the 
worst. The basis for 
the deportation was 
that Maryland po-
lice identified Garcia 
as a member of the 
MS-13 gang. Garcia 
denies the claim and 
has yet to be charged 
with a crime.

A U.S. immigra-
tion judge tried to 
block Garcia from 
being sent to CE-
COT, but the Trump 
administration sent 
him anyway. The Su-
preme Court ordered 
Garcia’s return, but 
the Trump adminis-
tration has refused 
to act, claiming that 
Garcia was sent to 
CECOT in error but 
regardless, he really 
is a member of MS-
13.

Maryland Senator 
Chris Van Hollen, 
one of the few re-
maining politicians 
who’s willing to put 
his money where his 
mouth is, flew to El 
Salvador last week 
and met with Gar-
cia and he’s working 
to have Garcia re-
turned to the U.S.

The White House 
has doubled down on 
claims that Garcia 
is a member of MS-

13 and some kind 
of monstrous gang-
banger and human 
trafficker, while 
his defenders point 
out that he’s never 
been convicted of a 
crime.

While I’m certain 
Garcia’s character 
will continue to 
be litigated in the 
public eye for some 
time to come, to do 
so is to miss the 
point.
Even if it were re-

vealed that Garcia is 
a member of MS-13 
who has taken lives, 
kicked puppies, and 
routinely cheated at 
Monopoly, it doesn’t 
change the fact that 
his right to due pro-
cess is clearly laid 
out in the Constitu-
tion.

“But he’s here ille-
gally!”

It doesn’t matter. 
He has the right to 
due process.

“But he’s a gang-
banger!”

Even if he is, he 
has the right to due 
process.

“Did the folks who 
visited the Capitol 
on January 6 get 
the right to due pro-
cess?”

They did in fact, 
that’s why we had all 
those trials and they 
weren’t just disap-
peared to a Central 
American prison and 
quietly killed.

However you feel 
about Kilmar Abrego 
Garcia, this is about 
something much big-
ger than one man. If 
the Trump Admin-
istration denies the 
right to due process 
to one person in defi-
ance of an order from 
the Supreme Court, 
the ramifications ex-
tend far beyond that 
person.

As Sen. Van Hollen 
said this past Sun-
day on Fox News, 
“My whole point here 
is if you deprive one 
man of his Consti-
tutional rights, you 
threaten the Con-
stitutional rights of 
everybody. … If you 
threaten the rule of 
law for one person, 
you threaten it for 
everybody.”

If the President 
were to ignore an 
order from the Unit-
ed States Supreme 
Court and continue 
denying someone the 
rights guaranteed to 
them by our Consti-
tution, it would be a 
rejection of the rule 
of law bordering on 
treason.

Allegedly, anyway.
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By Ben R. Williams

Pope Francis Didn’t 
Miss His Opportunity

Dr. Glenn Mollette 
Pope Francis’ complete name was 

Jorge Mario Bergoglio. He was born in 
1936. He served as Pope for 12 years, 
from March 13, 2013, until his pass-
ing on April 21, 2025. He was elected 
on the second day of the 2013 papal 
conclave and chose his papal name in 
honor of Saint Francis of Assisi. Dur-
ing the recent Holy week all the way 
through Easter. He was doing what 
he loved to do, serve God and help 
others. Even on his last day he was 
doing what he could for God and oth-
ers. What an amazing legacy. He will 
be remembered for doing all he could, 
when he could. 

There is a story in the Bible about 
a woman named Mary who anointed 
Jesus with an expensive fragrance. 
Her name was Mary and she had a 
brother named Lazarus whom Jesus 
brought back to life after being dead 
for four days. 

They had a get-together to celebrate 
Lazarus’ second chance at life and her 
sister Martha prepared the meal. A 
short time later Jesus would be ar-
rested, put through a mock trial and 
crucified. After three days he would 
overcome death and leave the tomb. 
Women would gather to anoint Jesus 
on that Sunday but would be met by 
an angel who would announce, “He 
is not here, he is risen.” The women 
would not have the opportunity to 
anoint Jesus. He was gone. 

Back to Mary, Martha and Lazarus. 
If Mary had not anointed Jesus when 
she did, Jesus would never have been 
anointed. He actually said, “She has 
anointed my body for the burial.” Je-
sus knew what was coming. Mary had 
a special sensitivity about her that 
caused her to react in a special way. 
She knew she needed to act immedi-
ately and anoint Jesus while he was 

at the table eating because it might be 
her only opportunity, and it was. 

Mary will be grateful down through-
out eternity that she didn’t delay do-
ing something very special for Jesus. 

We can learn something from Mary. 
When we have an impression to say a 
kind word or do a good deed we should 
do so. So often we never know when 
seeing someone might be the only or 
the last time, we will see them. Ex-
pressing a kind word, an affirmation, 
a compliment or however you might 
want to anoint the person would be a 
good thing to do. So often we miss our 
brief opportunities to demonstrate 
kindness, appreciation and love. 

This is appropriate at all levels of 
life. We are never too big, too great or 
too important to say thank you or of-
fer kind words to others.

Jesus was all powerful. He was God 
in the flesh. He could do anything. 
But what did he do? He laid aside his 
outer garment, girded himself with a 
towel and washed the feet of his dis-
ciples. Our Lord of all, was a servant 
of all even unto his death on the cross. 

We live in a world of ill words, 
deeds, rudeness and evil. It’s all 
around us. The worst thing we can 
do is to become like those who act 
this way. It’s not always easy to rise 
above. If I had been Jesus, I’m sure I 
would have commanded the ground 
to open up and for the fires of hell to 
have consumed the mob that put me 
on the cross. That’s why he was able 
to do what he did for us. He was with-
out sin but bore our sins on the cross. 

If we can, let’s do what we can, while 
we can. Just one life will not forever 
last, our opportunities soon will pass. 

Pope Francis surely knew his time 
was close at hand and wanted to use 
his time doing what he felt God had 
appointed him to do. 

Pope Francis 
Well, the Pope is dead, and people 

who hated his guts days ago are now 
praying for him. I’ve never under-
stood praying for a dead person: their 
fate is now set. What’s to pray about? 
Shouldn’t they have prayed for him 
while he was alive? Do we pray that a 
person repents while they are alive, or 
do we pray God be merciful once they 
are dead? Perhaps both. 

Religion makes for a very odd com-
munity. Now, I’m a Christian, but I rec-
ognize the common contradictions seen 
by skeptics. There are Hindus, Jews, 
Muslims, and “Christians.” However, 
inside of the term Christian there are 
Romans Papists, Protestants, and then 
groups that the other two mutually re-
ject: Mormons, Sabbatarians, and Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.

Back in the 60s folks just would not 
have a Roman Papist as President, 
but that’s exactly what they got with 
JFK. Southerners are vastly ignorant 
of their own past, not realizing that the 
KKK was not just anti-negro and anti-
Jew, but also anti-Catholic!

Roman Papists call their priests, “Fa-
ther,” even though that goes against 
Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 23:9. Ro-
mans Papists command their priests 
to live unmarried, though that goes 
against the Apostle Paul in 1Timothy 
4:3. Roman Papists either pray TO or 
THROUGH Mother Mary, but neither 
idea is taught in the New Testament. 
Roman Papists “baptize” their babies, 
a practice nowhere found in the New 
Testament, and they only baptize their 
babies because they believe in Augus-
tine’s theory of inherited depravity 
from Adam. Again, an idea not taught 

in the New Testament.
Long robes, praying in Latin, lots of 

murals, smoke and bells, transubstan-
tiation, altar boys and sex scandal. I’m 
not a Romanist, but I am a Christian.

All of the above was doctrine or, pos-
sibly even labeled, speculation. I do 
want to say this though – in the ongoing 
war between Catholics and Protestants 
I have known Catholics that BEHAVE 
just as well as Protestants, if not better.

Catholics, historically, put a high 
value on marriage. Divorce is massively 
looked down upon, as it should be. How-
ever, they created a category that God 
never sanctioned: annulments. Having 
sex after a marriage is not what con-
summates a marriage. Once two people 
vow their covenant they are joined by 
God with or without intercourse.

Catholics, historically, put a high 
value on human life. Abortions, again, 
are massively looked down on, as they 
should be. Even the idea of preventing 
conception is discouraged! I’m not a Ro-
manist, but I’m a Christian, and I love 
my children.

 People will say about religious folks 
that we have more in common than not. 
Well, in many ways that just might be 
true. However, I see our existing com-
monalities as reason to rid ourselves 
of our disagreements in an attempt to 
reach more commonality, more unity!  

If you are religious and have unbibli-
cal religious traditions that cause divi-
sion between you and a fellow believer, 
why not give up those traditions? We 
say unity is important, but we act quite 
differently. 

Caleb Robertson,
Martinsville

Trooper’s vehicle struck 
in crash; driver charged

The Virginia State Police are investigating 
a two-vehicle crash that involved a patrol ve-
hicle assisting a disabled motorist on Sunday 
night in Henry County.

The crash occurred at 9:05 p.m. on April 20 
on U.S. 220, approximately two-tenths of a 
mile south of Virginia 609.

According to state police, the patrol vehicle 
was stopped in the right southbound travel 
lane with its emergency lights activated when 
it was struck from behind by a 2013 Toyota 
Highlander traveling in the same lane.

The trooper was outside the vehicle assist-

ing a disabled motorist at the time of the 
crash.

The driver of the Toyota, William J. Likins, 
58, of Oakland, Maryland, was wearing a 
seatbelt. He sustained injuries and was trans-
ported to a nearby hospital.

Both the trooper and the driver of the dis-
abled vehicle received minor injuries af-
ter diving over the guardrail to avoid being 
struck by the vehicles.

Likins was charged with reckless driving in 
connection with the incident.

The crash remains under investigation.
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			  Sports Schedule
The following are the dates and times of local high school teams and their games for 
the week of  April 28 - May 3:

4/28	 4:30pm	 Girls Tennis	 Bassett at George Washington
	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis	 George Washington at Bassett
	 5pm	 Baseball		  George Washington at Bassett
	 5pm	 Softball		  George Washington at Bassett
	 5pm	 Softball		  Magna Vista at Floyd County
	 5:30pm	 Baseball		  Martinsville at Mecklenburg County
	 6pm	 Girls Soccer	 Mecklenburg County at Martinsville
	 7pm	 Girls Soccer	 Bassett at George Washington
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer	 G. Washington at Bassett (Smith River Complex)
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer	 Martinsville at Mecklenburg County
4/29	 4:30pm	 Girls Tennis	 George Washington at Martinsville
	 4:30pm	 Boys Soccer	 Martinsville at George Washington
	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis	 Carlisle at Eastern Mennonite
	 4:30pm	 Boys Soccer	 Hidden Valley at Bassett
	 4:30pm	 Baseball		  Carlisle at Temple Christian
	 5pm	 Girls Tennis	 Magna Vista at Halifax County
	 5pm	 Boys Soccer	 Halifax County at Magna Vista
	 5:30pm	 Softball		  Bassett at Dan River
	 6pm	 Girls Soccer	 Carlisle at SVA
4/30	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis	 Carlisle at Hargrave Military Academy
	 5pm	 Baseball		  Bassett at Floyd County
	 5pm	 Baseball		  Halifax County at Magna Vista
	 5pm	 Softball		  Magna Vista at Halifax County
	 5:30pm	 Baseball		  Martinsville at Tunstall
	 6pm	 Girls Soccer	 Tunstall at Martinsville
	 6pm	 Boys Track	 Bassett at William Byrd
	 6:30pm	 Girls Soccer	 Halifax County at Magna Vista (Smith River Complex)
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer	 Magna Vista at Halifax County
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer	 Martinsville at Tunstall
5/1	 4:30pm	 Girls Tennis	 Bassett at Martinsville	
	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis	 Martinsville at Bassett
	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis	 The Covenant at Carlisle
	 4:30pm	 Girls Soccer	 Carlisle at Eastern Mennonite
	 5pm	 Track		  Bassett at Tunstall
	 5pm	 Track		  Magna Vista at Tunstall
	 5pm	 Softball		  Bassett at Floyd County
	 6pm	 Baseball		  G. Washington at Martinsville (Hooker Field)
	 6pm	 Baseball		  Carlisle at Caldwell Academy
	 7pm	 Girls Soccer	 Martinsville at George Washington
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer	 George Washington at Martinsville
5/2	 5pm	 Baseball		  Magna Vista at Bassett
	 5pm	 Softball		  Magna Vista at Bassett
	 7pm	 Girls Soccer	 Magna Vista vs Bassett (Smith River Complex)
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer	 Magna Vista vs Bassett (Smith River Complex)

See more at www.henrycountyenterprise.com

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA

NOTICE OF PROPOSED REAL PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

Pursuant to Section 58.1-3321 of the Code of Virginia, notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing is scheduled for 6:00 P.M. May 8, 2025 on the proposed Tax Rates for 
Fiscal Year 2025-26. Interested parties are invited to attend the public hearing and 
present their views.  The hearing will be held in the Council Chambers located at 55 
W. Church Street, Second Floor.

1. Assessment Increase: Total assessed value of real property, excluding additional
     assessments due to new construction or improvements to property, exceeds last
     year's total assessed value of real property by 37.28 percent.

2. Lowered Rate Necessary to O�set Increased Assessment: The tax rate which
     would levy the same amount of real estate tax as last year, when multiplied by
     the new total assessed value of real estate with the exclusions mentioned
     above, would be $.7212 per $100 of assessed value. This rate will be known as
     the "lowered tax rate."

3. E�ective Rate Increase: The City of Martinsville proposes to adopt a tax rate of
     $.7792 per $100 of assessed value. The di�erence between the lowered tax rate
     and the proposed rate would be $.0580 per $100, or .8.5% percent. This
     di�erence will be known as the "e�ective tax rate increase."
     Individual property taxes may, however, increase at a percentage greater than or
     less than the above percentage.

4. Proposed Total Budget Increase: Based on the proposed real property tax rate
     and changes in other revenues, the total budget of the City of Martinsville will
     exceed last year’s by 7.4 percent.  A copy of the proposed budget document is
     available for review in the City Manager’s o�ce, and on the City’s website at
     https://www.martinsville-va.gov/612/Proposed-FY-2025-26-Budget.   

BY THE ORDER OF MARTINSVILLE CITY COUNCIL

The City of Martinsville proposes to increase property tax levies.

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

dhall@theenterprise.net
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erator. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 

shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 

time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 

1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 

colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer – up to 
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-

4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-

ments and No Interest for 
18 months for customers 
who qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 

available. Quality materials 
& professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 

Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espa-
nol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mu-

tual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 

discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.

com/virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 

by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 

with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 

paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by 

calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-844-216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No con

tract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data 

plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100% 

U.S. based customer 
service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-262-5564

We buy 8,000 cars 
a week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 

headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three 
step process. Instant 

offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-844-268-

4773

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, 

tile, closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Refer-

ences. Bob Morehouse 
Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-

Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Fairy Stone State Park 
Now Hiring Multiple Sea-

sonal Positions! Beach 
Maintenance Ranger, 

Beach Attendant Ranger, 
Contact Ranger, Food 
Service Ranger. Apply 

online:  www.dcr.virginia 
gov/jobs. Positions open 
until filled. 967 Fairystone 

Lake Drive  Stuart, VA 
24171   276-930-2424

AUCTIONS
Absolute Trustee Real 

Estate Auction! May 29th 
at Noon-Live &amp; On-

line. Assisted Living
&amp; Memory Facility. 

Located just off Interstate 
64 in Covington, VA. 
64,580± square-foot
facility (recently reno-

vated). The property fea-
tures over 8 acres of land 

offering room for
future expansion, 

76 total rooms, a fully 
equipped commercial 

kitchen, a fitness center,
an entertainment room, 
&amp; multiple office. 

Agents onsite for property 
previews on 5/14 &amp;

5/21 from 1-4PM. Ad-
dress: 203 Interstate 
Drive, Covington, VA 

24426. See woltz.com
for more information! 

5% Buyer’s Premium. 

Woltz &amp; Associates, 
Inc. Real Estate

Brokers &amp; Auc-
tioneers (VA #321). Call 

800-551-3588

ATTN. AUCTION-
EERS: Promote your 

upcoming auctions state-
wide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 

your target audience. 
Call this paper or Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

FISH/FARMS
Live Fish for stocking 

ponds! Many varieties 
available. Low to Free 

Delivery to your
pond. Call Zetts Fish 

Farm &amp; Hatchery for 
information &amp; free 

catalogue. 304-995-9202,
Cell 304-820-6986.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SunSetter. America’s 

Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. 
Call now and SAVE $350 
today! 1-844-746-2332 

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 

most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 

LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Gen-

erac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 

Call 1-844-947-1479 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-

SERVICES

Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

LEGAL

Puzzle Answers!

To read more 
about these and 

other stories, 
check out 

The Enterprise, 
www.theenterprise.net

Be sure to like the 
Henry County 

Enterprise on Facebook

ADVERTISE!

Join Our Team as a 
Freelance Reporter!

Are you passionate about storytelling and local news? Do you have a keen eye for detail 
and a drive to uncover the truth? We’re looking for a talented Freelance Reporter to join 

our team at Henry County Enterprise and help bring the latest local stories to life!

What You’ll Do:
• Cover local events, breaking news, and human interest stories

• Conduct interviews and research to gather key information
• Write clear, engaging, and accurate articles for both print and digital formats

• Meet deadlines and contribute to the editorial team’s goals

What We’re Looking For:
• Strong writing, editing, and communication skills

• Ability to work independently and manage time e�ectively
• Experience in journalism or reporting (preferred but not required)

• A passion for local news and community engagement

Why Work With Us?
• Flexible hours and remote work options

• Opportunity to grow your portfolio with a respected local publication

How to Apply: Send your resume, writing samples, and a brief cover letter to 
dhall@theenterprise.net. We can’t wait to hear your story!

Henry County Enterprise – Your Local Voice, Your Future Story

dhall@theenterprise.net

Legal 2 col x 6”
0426 0503

COUNTY OF HENRY
REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a series of pub-
lic hearings have been scheduled for May 14, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Build-
ing, Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia. Following these pub-
lic hearings, the Planning Commission will make a recommendation 
on the applications to the Board of Supervisors.
The Henry County Board of Supervisors will conduct public hearings 
on the following applications on May 27, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, 
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.  
The purpose of these public hearings is to receive input into the pos-
sible rezoning of property. Following are the specifics of the public 
hearings.
Case R-25-06 Steve R. Martin; 
Steve Martin’s Family Properties, LLC
The property is located at 3119 Stones Dairy Rd, in the Blackberry 
District. The property is shown on Tax Map 26.7/97F, 26.7(11)/97R 
and part of 26.7(11)/A. The applicant is requesting the rezoning of 
approximately 8-acres from Agricultural District A-1 and Commercial 
District B-1 to Limited Industrial District I-2. The applicant wishes to 
add approximately 2 acres to the existing property, add an equipment 
shed, and bring the remainder of the property into conformity with 
current zoning.
Case R-25-07 McArthur Lee
The property is located at 1690 Crestview Dr, in the Blackberry 
District. The property is shown on Tax Map 14.8/158,159,160. The 
applicant is requesting the rezoning of approximately 6-acres from 
Suburban Residential District S-R to Agricultural District A-1. The 
applicant wishes to construct a barn and to keep agricultural animals.
Case R-25-08 Luke Aaron Kanode
The property is located at 334 Centerville Rd, in the Iriswood District. 
The property is shown on Tax Map 56.4/15R. The applicant wishes to 
construct additional accessory buildings, operate a home occupation 
under the proposed zoning, and to keep agricultural animals.
Case R-25-09 William B. Wimmer
The property is located on the north east side of Stones Dairy Rd, 
directly across from the intersection of Morningside Dr, in the Black-
berry District. The property is shown on Tax Map 25.8/235. The ap-
plicant is requesting the rezoning of approximately 1.483-acres from 
Mixed Residential District M-R to Rural Residential District R-R. The 
applicant wishes to place a manufactured home on the property.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department 
of Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

Input sought on proposed hikes to personal property 
taxes

One of the public hearings sched-
uled for the Monday, April 28 meeting 
of the Patrick County Board of Super-
visors is to gather public input on a 
proposal to increase personal property 
taxes by up to 16 cents each year for 
a three-year period. This would bring 
the personal property tax rate to $2.20 
in three years.

The motion was made by Steve Mar-
shall, of the Blue Ridge District, and 
seconded by Doug Perry, of the Smith 
River District. It passed in a 3-2 vote. 
Marshall, Perry, and Jonathan Wood, 
chairman and of the Peters Creek Dis-
trict, voted in favor. Andrew Overby, 
vice chairman and of the Dan River 
District, and Clayton Kendrick, of the 
Mayo River District, voted against.

With a $197,336 deficit still remain-
ing in the budget, the board plans to 
use reserve funds to balance it.

“That’s what it’s there for,” Marshall 
said. “Also, our personal property tax 
is—we got to increase that. There’s no 
way around it, it’s been at that price 
for many, many years. Inflation has 
not stopped, and if the amount you’re 
collecting stays at one price and your 
inflation continues at the rate it’s been 
going over the last 15 years or so since 
that’s changed, that’s revenue erosion. 
You think you’re getting that amount 
of revenue, but you’re really not cause 
of the inflation,” he said.

Marshall said he believes the coun-
ty has either the lowest or second low-
est personal property tax rate in the 
region. He believes the county should 
instead fall somewhere in the middle, 
based on a regional median tax rate.

“If we could average what that me-
dian is, and that median would be a 
fair price for taxes, and then phase 

that in over a three-year period and 
then after that index that into the” 
Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI-U), “which is a tool 
that measures inflation. And you in-
dex it to that and it gives you your 
automatic increases with inflation,” 
he said.

Kendrick said he wouldn’t agree to 
increasing the personal property tax 
without an argument.

“You may not increase the rate in 
10 years, but everything you go to buy 
has went up,” he said, adding the ma-
chine and tools tax is placed on busi-
nesses.

One of the other two public hearings 
is related to a proposed two-percent 
increase in the Transient Occupancy 
Tax (TOT), with the additional rev-
enue earmarked for fire departments 
and rescue squads.

The public hearing to raise the TOT 
from five percent to seven percent was 
approved in a 4-1 vote. Marshall cast 
the dissenting vote.

According to the Virginia Legisla-
tive Information System (LIS) web-
site, any county, by duly adopted 
ordinance, “may levy a transient oc-
cupancy tax on hotels, motels, board-
ing houses, travel campgrounds, and 
other facilities offering guest rooms 
rented out for continuous occupancy 
for fewer than 30 days.”

“The tax shall be imposed on the to-
tal price paid by the customer for the 
use or possession of the room or space 
occupied in a retail space,” the LIS 
website states.

The final hearing—to consider ap-
proval of the FY 2025–2026 budget—
was approved unanimously in a 5-0 
vote.

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors at a recent meeting.

Board takes steps to terminate solar agreement, 
approves adjustments at Transfer Station

The Patrick County Board of Su-
pervisors approved adjustments 
to the Transfer Station and took 
steps to terminate a proposed so-
lar project at its Monday, April 14 
meeting. 

The board directed the county 
attorney to proceed with a for-
mal letter to terminate the Fairy 
Stone Solar project, an estimated 
170-acres solar project on Com-
merce Street in Stuart.

The project was canceled last 
year when it was considered no 
longer viable due to interconnec-
tion issues.

Fairy Stone LLC, a subsidiary of 
Energix Renewables, was deemed 
to have a fatal flaw in its connec-
tion to the grid, Energix Vice-Pres-
ident of Development Seth Christ-
man said at the time.

“Unfortunately, the project 
would have triggered an unaccept-
able voltage change where it in-
terconnected to the Stuart substa-
tion,” he said.

The board had approved a siting 
agreement for the project in a hotly 
debated 3-2 vote at its March 11, 
2024, meeting. 

Transfer Station
The adjustments at the Transfer 

Station were based on recommen-
dations by Transfer Station Man-
ager Scottie Hylton, and center 
around adjusting the tipping fee 
and tire disposal fee, eliminating 
the line item in general cleanup, 
and interest charged on nonpay-
ments.

Beginning July 1, Hylton said 
Republic Services, the current sol-
id waste contract, will implement 
its annual five percent raise.

As the current cost is $64.19 per 
ton, the new rate is expected to 
be $67.39 per ton. Hylton said the 
county currently charges $65 per 
ton. 

“If we leave it the way it is now, 
it’ll be a loss of $2.39 per ton. To off-
set this deficit and provide a more 
sustainable margin we propose in-
creasing the tipping fee to $69.29 
cents per ton. This change results 
in a positive margin of $1.86 per 
ton,” he said.

Transfer Station Manager Scottie Hylton 
spoke about the four recommendations 
proposed at the April 14 meeting.

School board approves $1.2 million in projects despite 
budget hit

The Patrick County School Board 
approved updates totaling $1.2 mil-
lion using one-percent sales tax 
funds, even as it learned the division 
is expected to lose $667,228 in fund-
ing.

At its Thursday, April 10 meeting, 
the board voted 4-1 to approve sever-
al projects for Fiscal Year 2025. Wal-
ter Scott, of the Smith River District, 
cast the only dissenting vote.

Schools Superintendent Jason 
Wood said the projects are made pos-
sible by the one-percent sales tax ap-
proved by county residents.

“We’re so thankful that our coun-
ty approved that so we could make 
some much-needed upgrades to 
things that have been neglected over 

the past,” he said.
Among the approved projects:
$526,557.50 will cover the remain-

ing cost of renovations at Blue Ridge 
Elementary School.

$680,000 will go toward paving 
and resurfacing the Patrick County 
High School (PCHS) track with a 
rubberized surface.

$280,000 is allocated for replac-
ing light poles at the PCHS baseball 
field.

Fixing drainage issues at the 
PCHS softball field.

$230,000 in end-of-year funds will 
be used to apply epoxy coating over 
tile flooring at Patrick Springs Pri-
mary School, instead of replacing the 
tile.

The school board recognized Virginia School Board Association (VSBA) Regional Art contest 
winner Midori Waycaster.

Bowling honored with Chancellor’s Award for 
Leadership in Philanthropy

Darrell Bowling, of Stuart, re-
ceived the 19th Annual Chancellor’s 
Award for Leadership in Philan-
thropy. He was nominated for the 
award by Patrick & Henry Commu-
nity College (P&HCC).

Hosted by the Virginia Founda-
tion for Community College Edu-
cation (VFCCE), more than two 
dozen individuals, families, and or-
ganizations were honored with the 
Chancellor’s Award for Leadership 
in Philanthropy. The awards were 
presented at a luncheon ceremony 
in Richmond on Tuesday, April 15. 

VCCS Chancellor Dr. David Doré 
served as the emcee, and Mr. Mark 
Hourigan, founder and CEO of Hou-
rigan, delivered the keynote ad-
dress.

“Every time our donors support a 
scholarship, fund a new program, or 
an emergency grant, they are not 
just giving back, they are lifting up,” 
said Hourigan. “They are invaluable 
partners whose generosity can and 
does make the difference between a 
student dropping out or staying the 
course and realizing their true po-
tential.”

Darrell Bowling (third from left) was honored with the Chancellor’s Philanthropy Award.

High Strung to Headline Saturday’s PCMA Show

High Strung will headline the 
Patrick County Music Association 
(PCMA) show on Saturday, April 
26, at the Rotary Building in Stu-
art.

Doors open at 5 p.m., with music 
starting at 6 p.m.

Concessions will be available for 

purchase from the Patrick County 
Shooting Education Team, with 
proceeds supporting firearm safety 
education for local youth.

For more information or to watch 
past performances, visit Facebook.
com/PatrickCountyMusicAssocia-
tion.

High Strung will headline the Patrick County Music Association (PCMA) show on Saturday, 
April 26.
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• Over the course of her 63-year reign, 
Britain’s Queen Victoria survived no 
fewer than eight assassination attempts.

• Like humans, male kangaroos flex 
their biceps to impress females.

• The word “sock” comes from the 
Latin word “soccus” — a loose-fitting 
slipper worn by Roman comic actors.

• In Europe, nickel is banned in all 
alloys for widespread allergy reasons.

• Studies have suggested that gift-
ed people often have bad handwriting 
because their brains work faster than 
their hands. 

• The New York Times predicted that 
humans wouldn’t be able to fly for at 
least a million years … in 1903, the 
same year as the Wright brothers’ first 
manned flight.

• Alexandre Dumas used a particular 
shade of blue paper on which to write 
his fiction. For poetry, he used yellow 
paper, and his articles were penned on 
pink paper. Once, he ran out of blue 
paper and had to use a cream-colored 
pad instead, which he believed had a 
negative impact on that work of fiction.

• The first American alarm clock was 
invented in Concord, New Hampshire, 
in 1787 by Levi Hutchins. It was nev-
er patented and rang only at one time,  
4 a.m., to rouse him for work.

• Raspberries are a member of the 
rose family.

• Despite creating some of the most 
legendary guitars in the world, Leo 
Fender, the founder of Fender, Music 
Man and G&L Guitars, couldn’t actu-
ally play the instrument.

• The pressure in a champagne bottle 
is three times higher than that of a car 
tire.

• When in danger, a hairy frog will 
break its own bones in order to create 
claws that it pushes through its skin to 
scratch a predator.

***
Thought for the Day: “The service 

you do for others is the rent you pay for 
your room here on earth.” — Muham-
mad Ali

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 
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Reversion
(cont. from page 1)

See more at www.henrycountyenterprise.com

PSA
(cont. from page 1)

proved.”
Other council members were not involved in 

the request, according to Jones.
“It’s not a council initiative; nobody else talk-

ed about it,” he said, “and I’m not talking about 
it to push it. I’m just saying, ‘Hey, the conversa-
tion is coming up. I feel that I can better defend 
it if we’ve had a study.’”

Jones acknowledged residents’ concerns but 
said some form of consolidation could be a con-
sideration.

“I still feel like overall the majority of citizens 
in the city don’t want reversion. I think every-
body would be willing to probably look at some 
sort of consolidation, whatever that might look 
like,” he said.

Jones, who was among the candidates in the 
2022 election to previously run on a platform 
opposing reversion, added that the study would 
only move forward if a college conducted a study 
for free.

“I think that it’s fair and it shows transpar-
ency on the city’s behalf to just have (the) study 
done, you know, the same way we have all these 
other steps done. It’s not to say that we would 
go in that direction or not. I certainly don’t want 
to, but I think it’s a worthwhile study, especially 
if we could get a college or someone to do it for 
free.”

In a Monday interview, Jones said Vice Mayor 
Kathy Lawson had not been informed.

“I’ll get a chance to meet with the vice mayor 
this week and I’ll let her know,” he said, again 
noting that a study had not yet begun. “It hasn’t 
even started yet. It’s just, we asked for it from 
the city manager.”

Lawson confirmed Monday that she was un-
aware of the possible reversion study.

“There’s been no discussion by council about 
engaging a reversion study, so I’m completely 
unaware of any discussion. Reversion was killed 
by a majority of council in January of 2023 after 
the first study was completed,” she said.

She also noted that studies are “very pricey” 
and that the results of previous studies are 
available on the city’s website. 

At the council meeting Tuesday, she vehe-
mently stated, “We are not doing a reversion 
study.”

Council member Aaron Rawls expressed 
strong opposition to the idea, calling a study a 
“silly idea and a disservice to our citizens that 
we are spending so much as a dime on it.”

Council member Rayshaun Gravely, while not 
a fan of reversion, said the city needs to “keep 
its options open for the future.”

Council member Julian Mei said he had not 
been informed of the study and found it unusual 
that it wasn’t brought up in any council meet-
ing.

“It’s not just a question of someone snap-
ping their fingers in Martinsville anymore and 
saying, ‘I think we should revert so let’s start 
spending a bunch of money on it,’” Mei said.

While not completely opposed to the idea, Mei 
said strong data would be needed to prove re-
version is in the city’s best interest.

“I’m not completely against anything. I like 
data points to be presented to me properly cur-
rent, as of the time of the point of concern,” he 
said, adding that he didn’t “agree with how it 
was presented” in the past.

Both Jones and Mei indicated the city’s fi-
nances appear stable.

“From weekly, monthly budget updates, from 
everything I’ve seen, finances look good,” said 
Jones.

“Regarding our finances, to the best of my 
knowledge I’m not seeing anything on my end 
that’s concrete and makes me think the city is 
in trouble,” said Mei.

Rawls, however, raised concerns that the 
city’s financial health could be undermined by 
internal conflict.

“Something has gone awry with some of the 
bad behavior of people at city hall, and missed 
opportunities. Reversion doesn’t solve any fi-
nancial issues for us anyway, so I certainly 
wouldn’t consider reversion on the radar of vi-
able solutions,” he said.

At Tuesday’s work session, neither reversion 
nor consolidation was discussed, with members 
of the council hearing updates on the electric 
department and options for relocating services 
and employees currently housed in the munici-
pal building.

“We’ve exceeded the useful life of this build-
ing,” said Eric Payne, director of Community 
Development.

An air quality study revealed elevated particle 
levels, though not in the basement where some 
offices are located. Measures are being taken to 
improve conditions.

Relocation plans span five to seven years, with 
some employees expected to move sooner. Tem-
porary locations include the Clocktower, modu-
lar trailers, and Patrick Henry Mall. Long-term 
solutions may involve the former BB&T build-
ing or other options.

Further planning is underway, and any court 
relocation would require a public referendum.

Part II: County leaders say process still 
puts county at disadvantage

Several Henry County officials expressed sur-
prise and skepticism after learning that a Mar-
tinsville City Council member had requested a 
reversion study — an idea that has stirred con-
troversy in recent years.

Henry County Administrator Dale Wagon-
er said he had not been made aware of a new 
study, but emphasized that previous studies are 
already available.

“We’ve been through this before,” Wagoner 
said. “Reversion is not set up to be advanta-
geous to the county. State law automatically 
puts counties at a disadvantage. That’s why 
county residents have no desire for the city to 
revert.”

Wagoner said that unless the state changes 
the law to make the process more equitable, 
counties will continue to oppose reversion.

Board of Supervisors Chairman Jim Adams, 
of the Blackberry District, also said he had not 
heard about a potential study.

“Honestly, I don’t know what to say,” Adams 
said. “They’ve gone through this cycle several 
times, so something being their choice … I re-
ally don’t know what to say.”

Adams said that without knowing the city’s 
intent behind requesting a study, it is too early 
to form an opinion.

Vice-Chairman Joe Bryant, of the Collinsville 
District, said he was aware of the conversation 
but was not familiar with the details.

“I think that it’s something that needs to be 
discussed. I don’t know how to react. I’ve never 
been for reversion,” Bryant said.

Debra Buchanan, of the Horsepasture Dis-
trict, said she learned about the study through 
media coverage.

“Of course, they have every opportunity to do 
that if that’s what they choose to do. We can’t 
tell the city what to do,” she said.

Garrett Dillard, of the Iriswood District, said 
the city has the right to conduct a study if it 
chooses.

“They have to do what they feel might be 
best,” he said. “I hope it’s not a process like it 
was before, where it caused all this tension and 
commotion and confusion.”

Dillard said he hopes for a more constructive 
process this time.

“Hopefully they come together first and fore-
most as a board, as a council, and they can get 
on one accord first and foremost and get with 
their citizens and follow the process according-
ly,” he said.

Travis Pruitt, of the Ridgeway District, said 
he also learned about the potential study from 
reading the newspaper.

“We didn’t know anything in advance, but 
again, it’s the prerogative of the city,” he said. 
“The way the state law stands now, it’s hurt-
ful to any county government to absorb the city, 
so they can study and spend their money, but 
again, it will go to that referendum of the city 
citizens. But it’s not good news for Henry Coun-
ty, because again, we’re taking the bad side of 
the deal.”

Pam Cobler, of the Reed Creek District, said 
she understood that under state law, reversion 
would go to a referendum unless the General 
Assembly says otherwise.

“Being a new supervisor, I guess it’s their pre-
rogative to do a study,” she said. “I mean, I’ve 
heard a lot of information and comments. When 
I say a lot, as it has been discussed either on 
social media or whatever, but I don’t feel like 
the reversion impacts me at all as a new super-
visor.”

Cobler added that she did not support rever-
sion during her campaign.

“We know rate increases are 
never easy, and we’re sensitive 
to the impact on our customers,” 
said General Manager Dale Wag-
oner. “But this step is critical to 
ensuring our water and wastewa-
ter systems remain resilient, re-
sponsive, and ready to serve fu-
ture generations. It’s about more 
than keeping things running—
it’s about responding to growing 
financial pressures with long-
term, responsible planning.” 

If the rate changes go into ef-
fect, the monthly rate for resi-
dential customers would be $35 
per service up to 4,000 gallons 
of usage. This figure still falls 
below state and national aver-
ages which hover around $40 per 
month for similar services. 

The overall proposed bud-
get for the next fiscal year is 
$14,818,239 with approximately 
$3.2 million of that amount dedi-

cated to capital improvements 
and debt service. The operational 
portion of the proposed budget 
amounts to $11,558,345 which is 
a 6.7 percent increase from the 
current fiscal year. 

A contributing factor to the in-
crease in the operational budget 
is the maintenance for newly in-
stalled backup generators. The 
rise in industry-wide construc-
tion and repair costs are also 
expected to increase property 
insurance by nearly 15%. Over-
time costs and on-call compensa-
tion were also adjusted to catch 
up with rising base wages. Funds 
are also being dedicated to pro-
vide a 3 percent cost-of-living ad-
justment to employees. 

Since the last rate adjustment, 
wastewater treatment fees have 
increased by 35 percent, electrici-
ty has jumped 43 percent, and in-
flation has risen by more than 37 

percent. A work session has been 
scheduled for 6 p.m., on Monday, 
April 28, for the PSA Board of Di-

rectors to review the budget and 
make any necessary adjustments 
before its final passage.

Percentage increase in operational costs since 2013 compared to the proposed change 
in PSA rates for fiscal year 2025-2026.

Funds awarded for market, feasibility 
study at Bassett Community Center

The Virginia Department of Environmental Qual-
ity (VDEQ) has awarded $35,000 in technical assis-
tance grant funds to support a market and feasibil-
ity study for the Bassett Community Center, a key 
step toward its potential redevelopment.

The West Piedmont Planning District Commission 
(WPPDC) applied for $50,000 in 2024 on behalf of 
the community center through the Virginia Brown-
fields Assistance Fund. The funding was awarded in 
January 2025, unlocking $35,000 for the study.

This funding comes from an Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) Community-Wide Assessment 
Grant for States and Tribes, which was awarded to 
VDEQ in 2022. The Bassett Community Center was 
selected due to the presence of asbestos-containing 
materials, its historical and social significance, po-
tential for redevelopment, and limited available re-
sources.

“The Planning District Commission’s commit-
ment to the site and the willingness of the commu-
nity center stakeholders to collaborate and support 

these efforts were also factors in the decision to al-
locate grant funds for this work,” said Karen Weber, 
Brownfields Coordinator for VDEQ.

While this specific grant does not require a local 
match, it will provide matching funds for a separate 
Virginia Brownfields Assistance Fund grant previ-
ously awarded for asbestos abatement in parts of the 
building. The documents produced from the study 
will be critical in securing future funding for addi-
tional environmental cleanup and redevelopment 
work.

“I view a market and feasibility study as an es-
sential foundation for the future of the Bassett Com-
munity Center,” said Rebekah Morgan, WPPDC Di-
rector of Community Development. “It will give us 
a clear understanding of what the community truly 
needs and what is realistically achievable, helping 
to align our vision with economic, recreational, and 
regional development goals. Making data-driven 
decisions now ensures we create opportunities and 
programming that serves the Bassett community 

well for years to come.”
VDEQ has contracted Stantec, a consulting firm 

based in Ashland, Va., to conduct the study. Their 
task is to evaluate the market feasibility of reopen-
ing the community center’s building and pool. The 
final report will include maps, graphics, and tables 
to clearly present their findings, which will help 
guide the next steps in pursuing funding for reha-
bilitation.

“We appreciate this funding, which will be a cru-
cial step in moving the project forward,” said Ronnie 
Dillard, vice president of the Board for the Bassett 
Community Center.

The WPPDC is a regional planning organization 
serving Franklin, Henry, Patrick, and Pittsylvania 
counties; the cities of Danville and Martinsville; and 
the Town of Rocky Mount. Its mission is to foster re-
gional collaboration among local governments, edu-
cational institutions, economic and workforce devel-
opment organizations, and other key stakeholders. 
Learn more at westpiedmontpdc.org.
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the war is still going to need the 
roads and bridges.”

Millner and his fellow soldiers 
ensured equipment could be safely 
withdrawn. “I was responsible for 
loading up equipment and making 
sure it made it back home to the 
States.”

He worked grueling hours. “The 
heat of the jungle, the complexity 
of the situation, fast moving. My 
average day while in Vietnam was 
14 to 16 hours. Seven days a week.”

Millner thought he’d be head-
ing home after that operation, but 
missed his cutoff date by two days 
and was reassigned to Long Minh. 
“They didn’t have a job for me there 
as a maintenance person. They 
asked me to be a defense NCO, and 
I asked well what’s that? It’s a nice 
name for a sergeant of guard.”

He was tasked with working in 
shifts to brief other sergeants and 
officers on the perimeter of Long 
Minh—the largest U.S. base in 
Vietnam at the time. As a sergeant 
of the guard, Millner trained secu-
rity staff, protected military prop-
erty, enforced regulations, and 
maintained security in an increas-
ingly hostile environment.

He also navigated complex ra-
cial dynamics. Millner was one of 
few Black men in a unit of mostly 
Southern white soldiers during a 
time of civil unrest in the U.S. He 
built trust by living alongside his 
men and connecting with them di-
rectly. He helped troops under his 
guidance by spending time with 
them, talking to them casually, liv-
ing together and earning their ca-
maraderie and respect. 

During his seven months in Viet-
nam, Millner said he was attacked 
only three times—but those mo-
ments stayed with him. 

“When I heard car alarms go 
off or loud noises, I’d drop to the 
ground and get to cover,” he said.

After his tour, Millner continued 
serving in the Army as a teacher 
and maintenance specialist un-
til retiring in the 1980s. He was 
promoted to warrant officer and 
served in locations including Fort 
Bragg and Germany. His Army 

career spanned 23 years and four 
months.

When asked what he wanted 
future generations to understand 
about Vietnam, Millner said: “It’s 
not all like what you see in the 
movies. There are some things that 
are not shown, and there are some 
things that shouldn’t be shown. 
War is nasty. War is hell. In Viet-
nam, there were a lot of somewhat 
secure areas, but no place was 
completely secure. You had to be 
alert at all times.”

He explained that the intense 
mental stress was part of why 
tours lasted only a year.

Waren “Sonny” Richardson, a 
helicopter mechanic during the 
war, also shared his story.

Unlike Millner, Richardson en-
listed at 22. Though drafted in 
1969, he qualified for an exemption 
as the only son in a family with five 
sisters. Still, he chose to go.

“I saw a bunch of guys do-
ing things to themselves so they 
wouldn’t have to go. I wanted to 
experience it. I pray I can get back 
and tell about it. When you’re 
the only boy in the family, people 
would think you’re a sissy for not 
going since you didn’t have to. I 
wanted to go in.”

Richardson joined a crew of heli-
copter repairmen who had to learn 
fast — taking apart and reassem-
bling Chinook helicopters in the 
field. After nine months, he knew 
every part of the aircraft.

He recalled his first day in Viet-
nam, overwhelmed by the heat and 
the long flight. “You couldn’t drink 
enough water, you can’t even drink 
the water, it’s so dirty. I thought, 
it’s what I volunteered for. But I 
never told anybody.

“I never regretted volunteering, 
even when bad things happened. 
It’s something men, well not all 
men, should experience.”

His job was to resupply troops in 
combat zones. “They had to clean 
a spot, clear a location and go land 
and deliver supplies. We disen-
gaged that cargo hook, that bundle 
fell to the ground and we’re gone.” 
He also remembered wounded sol-

diers pleading for evacuation. “We 
couldn’t do it, we were a massive 
target.”

Richardson said his unit was 
shot at nearly every day, but the 
helicopter’s hull often protected 
them. “After a while you get used 
to it. Gotta pull up the car. It’s the 
same thing, while you are in the 
war you gotta do it right.”

Like Millner, he vividly remem-
bered the heat. “If it was 80 de-
grees, we would’ve plum froze. 
That was cold to us. We were used 
to 120 degrees; 80 degrees in Viet-
nam was cold.”

Though he kept it quiet while 
serving, Richardson never regret-
ted volunteering. “It was very dan-
gerous. I’ve told a lot of guys over 
there, macho this and macho that. 
In the long run, you’d see these 
guys praying all the time. There 
are no atheists in foxholes.”

After his military service, Rich-
ardson worked at Dupont and later 
spent 22 years as a bus driver for 
Henry County Schools. He is now 
involved with Millner in the Amer-
ican Legion Homer Dillard Post 
#78. The American Legion is the 

nation’s largest veteran organiza-
tion. Richardson is commander of 
the post and Millner is an Adju-
tant. Both men see their involve-
ment as a positive force in their 
lives.

Richardson helps veterans ac-
cess benefits through the VA. “It’s 
helped me tremendously,” he said.

The two also visit schools to talk 
with students about their time in 
Vietnam. “Yes, kids listen to veter-
ans. You would be surprised. Kids 
are bumping into each other just to 
look at us with uniforms on,” Rich-
ardson said. He often sends con-
gratulatory letters to students and 
teachers, who respond warmly.

Support from friends and fam-
ily, they said, kept them grounded 
long after the war ended.

According to the Bassett His-
torical Center, 446 service mem-
bers from Martinsville and Henry 
County served in the Vietnam War. 
Twenty-six were reported killed in 
action. The number of living Viet-
nam veterans is expected to drop 
below five million by 2027—mak-
ing the preservation of their sto-
ries more important than ever.

Vietnam
(cont. from page 1)

See more at www.henrycountyenterprise.com

American Legion Homer Dillard Post #78 Commander Waren A. “Sonny” Richardson 
presented a scholarship last year to Martinsville High School student Tayemar Hodge. 
Members of the post often work with area schools and students.

The service of local veterans is remembered at the Vietnam Wall and Bench located at Bassett Historical Center.

Community Chronicles
By Jarred Marlowe
The passing of 

George Hairston Sr. 
in 1827 marked a piv-
otal moment in the 
history of both Pat-
rick and Henry Coun-
ties in Virginia. With 
his death, the western 
part of the expansive 
Beaver Creek Planta-
tion — which stretched 
from Patrick County 
along the Smith River 
to Blackberry Creek 
in Henry County — 
passed into the hands 
of his son, John Hair-
ston. At the heart of 
this estate lay a bud-
ding iron enterprise 
that would soon shape 
the region’s industrial 
legacy.

In 1836, nearly a de-
cade after George Sr.’s 
death, John Hairston 
joined forces with his 
brother George Hair-
ston II — known lo-
cally as “Ol’ Rusty” — 
and their cousin Peter 
Hairston to establish 
the Union Iron Works 
Company. Their mis-
sion was clear: to grow 
and refine the small-
scale iron production 
started by their father. 
Utilizing a combina-
tion of slave labor and 
hired workers, the 
company worked the 
land to extract valu-
able iron ore from 

the mines (which are 
currently located in, 
around, and under 
Philpott and Fairy 
Stone Lakes), laying 
the foundation for a 
bustling iron industry 
in the region.

The daily rhythm 
of the Iron Works 
echoed through the 
hills — hardwood logs 
were burned into char-

coal, and iron ore was 
smelted in what was 
referred to simply as 
“blast.” Skilled black-
smiths and local crafts-
men then took the raw 
pig iron and forged it 
into usable tools and 
goods, binding the en-
terprise deeply to the 
surrounding commu-
nity and economy.

The death of Pe-

ter Hairston in 1840 
marked another turn-
ing point. John sold his 
share of the business 
to his brother, mak-
ing George Hairston II 
the sole owner. Under 
George’s leadership in 
the 1850s, the opera-
tion expanded further 
with the acquisition of 
the “Forge Tract.” De-
spite these efforts, the 

iron business began 
to decline amid grow-
ing economic and op-
erational challenges. 
Eventually, George’s 
son Samuel took over 
day-to-day manage-
ment, but he too would 
sell off the family’s re-
maining interests in 
the forge.

Although histori-
cal documentation is 

scarce, many believe 
that the Iron Works 
played a role during 
the Civil War. Oral 
histories and regional 
folklore suggest that 
the Confederacy made 
use of the facility and 
that ore from the site 
was transported to the 
Tredegar Iron Works 
in Richmond. Some 
legends go even fur-
ther, claiming that 
iron from the Forge 
was used in the armor 
plating of the famous 
Confederate ironclad, 
the Merrimac — lend-
ing a storied air of na-
tional significance to 
this local venture.

Today, the tale of 
the Union Iron Works 
is more than just in-
dustrial history — it’s 
a story of ambition, 
legacy, and the endur-
ing ties between land, 
labor, and community 
in southern Virginia.

Jarred Marlowe is a 
local resident and his-
torian. He is a mem-
ber of the Col. George 
Waller Chapter of the 
Sons of the American 
Revolution, the Blue & 
Gray Education Soci-
ety, and the committee 
chair for the Martins-
ville-Henry County 250 
Committee. He may be 
reached at marlowe-
ja15@gmail.com. 

The entrance to one of the old iron mines, taken from one of the trails at Philpott Lake. (Photo taken by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers)
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Hillcrest Baptist Brings Church to the Community

By Jessica Dillon
Hillcrest Baptist Church hosted a commu-

nity concert in the Rural King parking lot on 
April 22, featuring gospel music, Easter egg 
giveaways, and free food for the public. The 
event was the first of its kind for the church 
and aimed to raise awareness in the commu-
nity about Christianity.

Music Director Aaron Stewart helped or-
ganize the event. “We just wanted to have 
the opportunity to meet the community, to 
greet the community, to let the community 
know that Hillcrest is a loving church that is 

willing to meet their spiritual (needs) and to 
introduce them to a relationship with Jesus 
Christ.” 

The same band that performed at the event 
also plays regularly at the church. The band 
played well-known songs that they hoped 
“people can sing along with.”

There was a shopping spree drawing spon-
sored by Rural King, and the church gave 
away Starbucks gift cards. 

David Biers helped prepare food for the 
event. “You see we got plenty of help and that 
means a lot. We all believe in God, and God 

is going to make it work for us.” Biers has at-
tended the church for three years and said, 
“It’s a real loving church.”

Jessica Whalen, who helped come up with 
ideas for the event, handed out Easter eggs. 
“Leading people to Jesus is the way to go,” 
said Whalen. Stewart added that other church 
members “rally” around events and arrived at 
Rural King before he did to begin setup.

Hillcrest Baptist Church is located at 18075 
A L Philpott Highway, Ridgeway. Church ser-
vices are available online via Facebook and 
YouTube.

Hillcrest Baptist Church plays a free concert in the Rural King parking lot.

Lady Slippers charms during L.C. Maxie author event

By Jessica Dillon
Magnolia & Main Books welcomed readers 

to an intimate author event on April 12 to cel-
ebrate the release of “Lady Slippers,” the second 
installment in the Whippoorwill Gap series by 
local author L.C. Maxie.

A sequel to “The Robin’s Nest,” Maxie’s latest 
work continues her foray into paranormal wom-
en’s fiction, a genre blending fantasy and real-
world themes. The story shifts focus to Olivia, 
the daughter of main character Harper Woods, 
as she navigates adulthood and begins to learn 
life’s harder lessons—alongside a little Appala-
chian magic.

Maxie, a retired librarian, has long had a pas-
sion for books, but her writing journey didn’t 
begin in fiction. She previously published non-
fiction titles before turning her imagination 
toward storytelling. She met Magnolia & Main 
owner Tracie Morton as a customer, and the 
connection quickly grew into a creative partner-
ship. The bookstore began stocking “The Robin’s 
Nest” and invited Maxie to host a launch event 
for her second novel.

“She gave a talk on Appalachian faeries and 
signed books for customers,” Morton said. “We 

had such a great turnout, and it was lovely see-
ing the community support a local author.”

According to the book’s description, Lady Slip-
pers is “the whimsical second book in the Whip-
poorwill Gap paranormal women’s fiction series. 
If you like spooky romance, adorable pets, and 
believable fantasy, then you’ll love L.C. Maxie’s 
enchanting adventure.”

During her talk, Maxie discussed regional 
folklore, shared myths of supernatural beings, 
and fielded questions from readers. The conver-
sation gave fans deeper insight into the magical 
world she’s crafted—and into her inspiration for 
stepping into fiction.

“I have always loved books,” Maxie said. “It 
seemed like the natural fit for me, something 
fun to do.”

She reflected on the shift from nonfiction to 
storytelling. “With nonfiction books, you just 
kind of do research and write what you’ve 
learned,” she said. “I just wrote what I had, and 
the second novel I wrote due to reactions from 
the first one.”

That feedback from readers led her to shape 
the second book around Olivia, a character who 
initially drew criticism. “I planned that out,” 

Maxie said. “I sat down and said people hate 
that character, and I want her to learn some 
lessons.”

Maxie is already at work on the third install-
ment in the series. Though it’s still in early 
stages, she said she’s leaning toward a title in-
spired by the theme of a “Swan Song.”

Throughout her creative journey, Maxie said 
she’s remained fascinated by cryptids and mys-
tical folklore—elements that heavily influence 
her writing.

“I like magical things,” she said. “I enjoy that 
idea of mysterious beings that can’t be seen.” 
She cited several books during her talk and said 
she spent time digging through Appalachian 
tales to gather inspiration.

Beyond the pages of her novels, Maxie hopes 
to inspire others to chase their creative pas-
sions, no matter their age.

“It’s not too late to do what you always 
dreamed of doing, because I always dreamed of 
writing books,” she said. “Once I retired and had 
time to do it, I just sat down and did it. If you 
really want to do something, it’s possible to do 
it if you sit down and take the time to make the 
effort.”

L.C. Maxie signs copies of her new release Lady Slippers at Magnolia & Main Books.

Book signing set for May 17
Martinsville author Stephen Mark 

Rainey will be signing copies of his 
books from 11 a.m.–2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, May 17, at Magnolia & Main 

Books, 810 Main Street, Ridgeway.
Rainey is known for his books of the 

“scary” variety, and some of them—
including his latest novel, “The House 

at Black Tooth Pond,” which will be 
available at the event—are set in a 
fictionalized version of Martinsville 
and surrounding areas. d
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Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

Buzzing with excitement;
Ridgeway to celebrate 

Bee City title
The town of Ridgeway was recently 

designated as a Bee City.  It is cele-
brating that designation with a free, 
fun, family-friendly event on Satur-
day, May 3, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
The event will be held rain or shine.

The event will feature at least two 

bands, Scuffle Hill Brewery, food 
trucks, Beekeepers, crafts, bounce 
house, face painting, art contest and 
much, much more.

For a vendor form or more informa-
tion, email jeananne.ridgewaytown@
gmail.com.

New branding launches 
to help consumers find 
Virginia meat products
New branding unveiled at the 

Virginia Beef Expo will help con-
nect Virginia consumers with meat 
products that have been produced 
solely in the Commonwealth. “Vir-
ginia Verified Beef” will be part 
of a Virginia Verified Meat brand 
that demonstrates to consumers 
that the product was bred, born, 
raised, and processed in the state.

“From farms across Virginia, 
our cattle farmers and other live-
stock farmers deliver high-quality 
products to kitchen tables around 
the world,” said Governor Glenn 
Youngkin. “I am honored to pro-
mote this new brand that will help 
consumers identify those meats 
produced to the highest standards 
by our farmers throughout the 
Commonwealth. Our communities 
are financially stronger and physi-
cally healthier when they have ac-
cess to the best quality food from 
within our great state.”

“Virginia’s beef industry helps 
the Commonwealth thrive, with 
more than 574,000 head of cattle 
contributing over $524 million to 
the state’s economy,” said Secre-
tary of Agriculture and Forestry 
Matthew Lohr. “Beef cattle and 
calves are Virginia’s second-larg-
est agricultural commodity, and 
we are pleased to recognize that 
impact as we unveil the new Vir-
ginia Verified Beef logo and Vir-
ginia Verified Meat brand.”

“As a beef farmer myself, I’m 
proud to see Virginia stand with 
its farmers and commit to mak-
ing it easier and more appealing 
for consumers to find the products 
that have been made on their door-
step.” said Delegate Michael We-
bert, patron of the legislation. “We 
have beef and other meats of the 
highest quality bred here in the 
Commonwealth, born here, raised 
here, and processed all right here. 
Now consumers will have a dis-
tinct logo that will help them find 
that high-quality, wholesome food 

when they’re shopping for their 
families.”

“We’re delighted to see Virginia 
legislators support Virginia’s beef 
and livestock farmers with the 
passage of this new Virginia Veri-
fied meat certification, and the 
Virginia Cattlemen’s Association 
is proud to be authorized to certify 
Virginia Verified Beef products,” 
said Brandon Reeves, Executive 
Director of the Virginia Cattle-
men’s Association. “Virginia farm-
ers work hard to produce quality 
meats in the Commonwealth, and 
we’re excited to have this new tool 
to certify these meat products and 
draw consumers to buy products 
that support their local farmers.”

“It’s always a great day to sup-
port Virginia farmers and consum-
ers, and we think Virginia Verified 
Meat branding will help shoppers 
find the best local products to 
feed their families,” said Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services Commissioner 
Joseph Guthrie. “Consumers can 
be confident when they buy these 
products that the meat was bred, 
born, raised, and processed here in 
the Commonwealth.”

The creation of Virginia Verified 
Meat certification was passed by 
the Virginia General Assembly in 
2024. The Virginia Verified Beef 
logo was the first of this brand-
ing line to be unveiled, during a 
presentation at the Virginia Beef 
Expo in Harrisonburg, Va. Secre-
tary Matthew Lohr and Commis-
sioner Joe Guthrie were in atten-
dance, with recorded remarks by 
Governor Glenn Youngkin.

The Virginia Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer Services 
will administer the Virginia Veri-
fied Meat program working with 
authorized industry partners like 
the Virginia Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion to provide certification. Vir-
ginia Verified Meat includes quali-
fying cattle, goats, sheep or swine.

Rapid Social Security 
changes leave Virginians 

vulnerable to scams

Zamone Perez
Virginia News Connection
Back-and-forth decisions on Social 

Security policies have created confu-
sion, which may leave some Virgin-
ians more vulnerable to scams.

Last month, the Social Security 
Administration announced in-per-
son or online appointments would be 
required to sign up for benefits, in-
stead of customer support by phone. 
The decision has now been reversed.

Jim Dau, state director of AARP 
Virginia, said the changes give con 
artists room to come up with new 
scams. He noted they often start 
with a phone call, text or email about 
something “urgent.” If you receive 
such communication saying it is 
from the Social Security Administra-
tion, Dau warned it is a scam.

“This is the perfect kind of recipe 
for financial predators to step in and 
escalate Social Security scams to de-
fraud beneficiaries of their money,” 
Dau stressed. “Social Security scams 
are effective in this kind of environ-
ment -- where people are getting in-
formation from here, and bits of in-
formation from here -- where we are 
going to see more and more Social 
Security scams.”

Trump’s billionaire adviser Elon 

Musk has said Social Security has 
“massive” amounts of fraud but a 
review by the Social Security Ad-
ministration’s Inspector General has 
found the agency has made improper 
payments less than 1% of the time.

More than 1.6 million Virginians 
receive Social Security benefits. Dau 
emphasized the monthly income is 
a lifeline to people across the Com-
monwealth. He added the adminis-
tration’s initial changes which would 
have required people to sign up for 
benefits in person would have nega-
tively affected seniors.

“The prospect of having to go to 
an in-person meeting at your local 
Social Security office, hopefully get 
there on time at a point where the 
line isn’t too long and you have a 
reasonable chance of actually seeing 
somebody that day,” Dau outlined. 
“And of course, hopefully your Social 
Security office is open that day - or at 
all anymore.”

The administration has an-
nounced lease terminations of nearly 
4% of Social Security field offices. An 
analysis by the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities finds nine per-
cent of Virginia seniors already live 
more than 45 miles from the nearest 
office.

Two Critz residents 
charged after traffic 

stop in Bassett
On April 17, 2025, 

at approximately 2:20 
p.m., the Henry Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Drug 
Interdiction Unit con-
ducted a traffic stop in 
the 1000 block of Crest-
ridge Road in Bassett.

The driver was iden-
tified as Darian Ray-
burn Tatum, 51, of 
Critz, who was found 
to have an outstanding 
warrant from the City 
of Martinsville for sub-
stitution of a sample to 
defeat a drug or alcohol 
screening test.

The passenger ini-
tially provided false 
identification but was 
later identified as Sta-
cey Rea Biggs, 31, also 
of Critz. Biggs was 
wanted out of Patrick 
County for failure to 
appear and out of Hen-
ry County for a third or 
subsequent offense of 
selling a Schedule I/II 
controlled substance.

Henry County Sher-
iff’s Office K-9 Zajo was 
deployed and alerted 
to the presence of nar-
cotics. A subsequent 
search of the vehicle 
uncovered a SCCY 
9mm handgun, numer-
ous bags containing 
suspected metham-
phetamine and fentan-
yl, digital scales, pack-
aging materials, and 
$913 in U.S. currency. 
The suspected narcot-
ics will be sent to the 
Virginia Department 
of Forensic Science 
Laboratory for further 
analysis.

As a result of the in-
vestigation, the follow-

ing additional charges 
were filed:

Tatum was charged 
with driving while li-
cense revoked, posses-
sion of a Schedule I/II 
drug while possessing 
a firearm, possession 
with intent to distrib-
ute a Schedule I/II 
drug, possession of a 
firearm by a convicted 
non-violent felon and 
possession of a con-
cealed weapon by a 
convicted felon.

Biggs was charged 
with possession with 
intent to distribute 
a Schedule I/II drug 
and falsely identifying 
oneself to law enforce-

ment.
Both were taken into 

custody without inci-
dent and transported 
to the Henry County 
Adult Detention Cen-
ter, where they are be-
ing held without bond.

The Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office re-
mains committed to re-
moving illegal narcot-
ics and firearms from 
the community. Any-
one with information 
related to drug activity 
is encouraged to con-
tact the Sheriff’s Of-
fice at 276-638-8751 or 
anonymously through 
Crimestoppers at 
63-CRIME (632-7463).

Darian Rayburn TatumStacey Rea Biggs

Items seized during a traffic stop.


