
Fallen law enforcement officers honored at memorial

A regional Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial Service was held on Wednes-
day, May 14, at the Patrick & Hen-
ry Community College (P&HCC) 
MET Complex, to honor and pay 
respects to those who made the ul-
timate sacrifice.

The memorial was held during 
National Police Week, which is held 
to recognize the men and women in 
law enforcement who protect and 

serve, the families who stand be-
hind them, and their sacrifices.

Speakers included Gary C. Dove, 
Chief of Police/Emergency Planning 
Coordinator at P&HCC, Chaplain 
Dr. C. Lee Hagwood Sr., Martins-
ville Mayor LC Jones, Henry Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors Chairman 
Jim Adams, Martinsville Police 
Chief Rob Fincher, Martinsville 
Sheriff Steve Draper, Henry Coun-

ty Sheriff Wayne Davis and mem-
bers of the Virginia State Police. 

The service and commitment of 
officers from the Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office, Bassett Police De-
partment, Fieldale Police Depart-
ment, Martinsville Police Depart-
ment, and Area 42 of the Virginia 
State Police were among those hon-
ored.

Henry County Sheriff’s Officers 
included Paul Edward Grubb, End 
of Watch (EOW) July 1989; Mel-
vin Brown, EOW June 1984; Wil-
lis Herman Ferguson, EOW March 
1975; John Hughes Mitchell, EOW 

May 1922. 
Bassett Police Department Offi-

cer George S. Frame, EOW March 
1923.

Fieldale Police Department Offi-
cer John J. Johnson, EOW January 
1975. 

Martinsville Police Officers 
George F. Carter, EOW June 1918; 
Jonathan W. Bowling, EOW Janu-
ary 2005.

Virginia State Police Officers 
Charles Eugene Morris, EOW 1962; 
James Michael Phillipi, EOW Jan-
uary 2014. 

Council approves tax rate hike amid 
public outcry, staff confrontations

By Taylor Boyd 
and Jessica Dillon

After two failed mo-
tions and a meeting 
filled with tension, 
accusations, and ap-
plause from the au-
dience, Martinsville 
City Council narrowly 
approved a 4.5 per-
cent real estate tax in-
crease per $100 of as-
sessed value for fiscal 
year 2025–26 during 
its May 13 meeting.

The vote came after 
a contentious debate 
over the city’s spend-
ing priorities, admin-

istrative salaries, pur-
chasing card expenses, 

and unresolved issues 
surrounding the city’s 

handling of Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) funding.
Council member Ju-

lian Mei opened the 
discussion by propos-
ing a smaller, 2 percent 
i n c r e a s e — $ 0 . 7 3 5 2 
per $100 of assessed 
value—which was sec-
onded by Aaron Rawls. 
The motion failed 2–3, 
with Mei and Rawls 
in favor and Mayor 
L.C. Jones, Vice Mayor 
Kathy Lawson, and 
Councilman Rayshaun 
Gravely voting against 
it.

During the discus-
sion, Rawls cited po-
tential cost saving 

Phillips cites family, 
faith, and economic 

vision in re-election bid
By Jessica Dillon
Eric Phillips, 49, is 

seeking re-election to 
the Virginia House of 
Delegates represent-
ing District 48 as the 
Republican nominee. 
He will face Melody 
Cartwright, the Dem-
ocratic nominee and 
an opponent he previ-
ously defeated in the 
2023 special election. 
If re-elected, Phillips 
said he plans to con-
tinue prioritizing the 
interests of the Mar-
tinsville-Henry County 
area.

Phillips said he will 
maintain his focus on 
pro-life policies, eco-
nomic development, 
and protecting Second 
Amendment rights.

“I’m glad to be run-
ning again for this 
seat, protecting those 
traditional rules that 
we mostly share in this 

area,” he said.
“As the senior del-

egate from Southside, 
I will continue to be a 
champion for our tra-
ditional values. Since 
2024, I have worked 
tirelessly to deliver 
for our district’s fami-
lies and be a voice for 
common-sense conser-
vative solutions. I look 
forward to continuing 
to fight for lower taxes, 
safer schools, and bet-
ter communities that 
make our region the 
best place to live, work, 
and raise a family in 
our Commonwealth,” 
Phillips said.

He expressed pride 
in the area’s recent 
economic growth, cit-
ing the Commonwealth 
Crossing Business 
Centre project and the 
return of high-paying 
jobs.

“We’ve had a long 

fight back,” Phillips 
said. “The reason I’m 
running again is for 
economic development 
and jobs, for creating 
more housing, and tra-
ditional conservative 
values like being pro-
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PSA to hold public hearing 
on proposed rate increase
By Taylor Boyd
The Henry County Public Service 

Authority (PSA) will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, May 19, regard-
ing a potential water and wastewater 
rate increase.

The meeting will take place at 6 
p.m. in the Summerlin Room of the 
Henry County Administration Build-
ing.

Public Information Officer (PIO) 
Brandon Martin said the proposed in-
crease is $5 for both water and waste-
water services.

“Currently, it’s $30 for water and 
wastewater. If the rate increase is ap-
proved, it’d be $35 for water and $35 
for wastewater, and that’s just for our 
residential group,” he said.

Martin noted that the rate will also 
increase by $5 for non-residential us-
ers and RV/campgrounds, which cur-
rently pay $45 each for water and 
wastewater.

While the PSA has been able to 

delay a rate increase for some time, 
Martin said the rising cost of services 
has made it necessary.

“No matter what you do, even in 
your own personal life, things have 
gone up. So, the county still operates 
on some of those same services,” he 
said.

For example, Martin said he be-
lieves the cost of electricity has in-
creased over the past decade, during 
which time the PSA has not raised its 
rates.

“But we haven’t been taking that 
into account in terms of the rates that 
our customers have to pay. We’ve 
been able to absorb it for as long as we 
can, but it’s gotten to that point where 
we can no longer continue to absorb 
it without affecting some of the other 
services that we provide. So, we’ve 
just (been) incorporating those rising 
costs into the rate now,” he said.

If approved, the rate increase is ex-
pected to take effect on July 1.

Bassett Train Station blossoms 
for Garden Week celebration

By Jessica Dillon
The Garden Club of Virginia’s 

Martinsville-Henry County chap-
ters took over the Bassett Train 
Station Event Center on April 30 
to make it their tour headquarters 
as part of Historic Garden Week 
in Henry County and Martins-
ville. Schools, organizations, and 
vendors were invited to showcase 
their wares while keeping to the 
floral theme. Factory Roast, a coffee 
truck, and the Bustique were also 
invited to set up outside the train 
station to offer unique shopping op-
tions to visitors.

“The beginning of Historic Gar-
den Week dates to 1927, when a 
flower show organized by the Gar-

den Club of Virginia raised an im-
pressive $7,000 to save trees plant-
ed by Thomas Jefferson on the lawn 
at Monticello.

The Garden Club of Virginia op-
erates as a non-profit organization 
comprised of 48 member clubs and 
3,400 volunteers. Proceeds from 
Historic Garden Week fund the 
restoration and preservation of Vir-
ginia’s historic public gardens and 
provide graduate-level research fel-
lowships,” says the Garden Club of 
Virginia’s website.

Regina Flora, a master environ-
mentalist with the Dan River Basin 
Association, had an educational ta-
ble set up to teach the public about 

The Bassett Train Station Event Center was lined with plants during the Garden Week event.

� (See Council p. 5)

� (See Bassett p. 2)

� (See Fallen p. 3)

Council member Rayshaun Gravely and Mayor LC Jones after a tenuous discussion at the meeting Tuesday.

Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis was amoung the speakers at the Peace Officers Memorial 
Service on Wednesday.
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Byrd brings her life story to the stage, leads 
an in-school workshop at Carlisle School

Actor and playwright Debra Ann Byrd per-
formed her one-person show “Becoming Othello” 
on Thursday, May 8 at Piedmont Arts.

The dramatic performance chronicled her 
journey from a single mother in Harlem to an 
award-winning classical actor tackling the role 
of Othello. The performance included mono-
logues interspersed with verses from Shake-
speare’s original play, dances and numerous 
costume changes. It focused on how acting 

changed her life for the better.
The engagement was made possible in part 

through the Mid Atlantic Tours program of Mid 
Atlantic Arts with support from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

Byrd also led an in-school workshop earlier 
in the day at Carlisle School. Around 20 ninth 
graders took part in the workshop, where Byrd 
taught acting techniques such as how to deliver 
lines and command the stage. The program was 

presented by Piedmont Arts.
Piedmont Arts’ educational outreach pro-

grams are presented free of charge to students 
and schools. The museum reaches more than 
5,000 students per year with its programming. 
To make a donation to the museum’s Kay Smith 
Education Fund, visit PiedmontArts.org/secure/
donate.cfm.

For more information on exhibits and events, 
visit PiedmontArts.org.

Debra Ann Byrd (center) poses with two attendees after her performance on 
May 8 at Piedmont Arts.

Debra Ann Byrd (center, front row) poses with ninth grade students from Carlisle School who participated 
in an in-school acting workshop on May 8.

bears, butterflies, and bees. The display fea-
tured preserved insects along with a real bear 
skin for the public to view.

“They are all natives and we want to protect 
the native species here in Virginia.”

Flora said that they are encouraging the 
public to plant more Monarch-friendly plants, 
as the butterflies are endangered.

“Monarchs must have milkweed, there are 
several types of milkweed that grow in this 
area.”

Milkweed is the only plant that the breed 
will lay its eggs on and that Monarch caterpil-
lars can feed on.

Robin Humlan of Just Call Granny had a 
table where she provided information about 
the organization. Humlan said the event had 
a good turnout for the group and helped them 
make some “good connections.”

Danielle Atwood, who owns Lavender Se-
reniTea, LLC, had a table displaying various 

sizes and designs of teacups, saucers, and 
pots. Atwood’s business focuses on setting up 
remote tea parties and she attended the event 
to:

“help people become more aware of small 
businesses in Martinsville Henry County.”

Those who bought tickets could go on a gar-
den tour through several local gardens and 
historic locations. Plants were also for sale 
from the Magna Vista Horticulture Club, 
which directly benefited the club.

Historical Society to host baseball-themed lecture

The Martinsville-Henry County Historical 
Society will hold its annual meeting and Distin-
guished Lecture, “Baseball Cards at the Edge of 
War 1941: The Games, The Gum, and The Glo-
ry,” on Sunday, May 18, at 3 p.m., at the Historic 
Henry County Courthouse, 1 East Main Street, 
Uptown Martinsville. 

Distinguished Lecturer Todd R. Marcum will 
present based upon his book of the same name. 
From the book, “The world was at war. But for 
the first 11 months of 1941, which included an 
exhilarating baseball season, America was not. 
Experience the exciting 1941 baseball season as 
Ted Williams chases .400 and Joe DiMaggio sets 
an unimaginable new standard. The lovable los-
er Dodgers take the National League by storm. 
Enjoy a detailed recap of the MLB season, but 
it wasn’t the only game in town. You’ll also read 
about an exciting Negro League season featur-
ing Satchell Paige and a young Roy Campanella, 
among many others. Rarely before had three 

companies issued baseball cards in the same sea-
son; you’ll read about the companies and people 
behind Goudey, Gum, Inc., and Gum Products 
and learn about the Play Ball, Double Play, and 
Goudey sets of 1941.” 

Special Guests will include former professional 
players of the Major League Baseball League: 
Lou Whitaker, of the Detroit Tigers, and Monty 
Montgomery, of the Kansas City Royals. Scott 
Norman, a former member of Virginia Tech’s 
The New Virginians, will perform a baseball 
classic with audience participation. Attendees 
are encouraged to wear their best baseball attire. 

Marcum, a Roanoke, Virginia-based market-
ing consultant and creator, grew up in Wayne 
County, West Virginia. He is a recipient of the 
American Advertising Federation Silver Medal 
for lifetime contributions to the advertising in-
dustry and a member of the Marshall University 
School of Journalism and Mass Communications 
Hall of Fame. He concepted, wrote, and co-pro-

duced “Shine: The Legacy of Roanoke’s Advertis-
ing Men and Women,” a full-length documentary 
capturing the advertising and public relations 
history of Southwest Virginia. His first novel, 
Way Out Wayne, pays homage to his home-
town and weaves in detail about the places of 
his youth. He is an active member of Oak Grove 
Church of the Brethren, and is an avid baseball 
card collector. He lives with his wife, Rhonda, 
and does most of his writing on his screen porch 
with his dog, Gracie, by his side. 

Retiring President John Phillips will introduce 
the 2025-2026 officers and board of directors. 
Admission to is free, and the public is welcome. 
The Historic Henry County Courthouse is fully 
handicapped accessible.

Marcum Baseball Book
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Fallen
(cont. from page 1)

(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired 
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)

Meetings

Monday, May 19
PSA Board of Directors meeting, 6 p.m., Ad-

ministration Building Fourth Floor Conference 
Room, 3300 Kings Mountain Road, Martinsville.

The Patrick & Henry Community College 
Board Executive Committee meets at 11:15 a.m. 
in Room 145 in the Frith Economic Development 
Center. This is a public meeting, but the commit-
tee will not receive public comment. 

 
The Patrick & Henry Community College 

Board Budget & Finance Committee meets at 
11:30 a.m. in Room 124 in the Frith Economic 
Development Center. This is a public meeting, 
but the committee will not receive public com-
ment. 

 
The Patrick & Henry Community College 

Board Academic & Student Affairs Committee 
meets at 11:30 a.m. in Room 145 in the Frith 
Economic Development Center. This is a public 
meeting, but the committee will not receive pub-
lic comment. 

 
The Patrick & Henry Community College 

Board Legislative Committee meets at 11:30 
a.m. in Room 125 in the Frith Economic Develop-
ment Center. This is a public meeting, but the 
committee will not receive public comment. 

 
The Patrick & Henry Community College 

Board will meet at 12:30 p.m. in the Hooker Ex-
hibit Hall, Frith Economic Development Center.  
This is a public meeting, but the Board will not 
receive public comments. 

Tuesday, May 27
City Council Meeting, 7 p.m., Municipal Build-

ing, 55 W. Church St., Martinsville.

Board of Supervisors meeting, 3 p.m., Admin-
istration Building, Summerlin Room, 3300 Kings 
Mountain Road, Martinsville.

Wednesday, May 28
Board of Supervisors Comprehensive Plan 

Joint Session, 9:30 a.m., Administration Build-
ing Summerlin Room, 3300 Kings Mountain 
Road, Martinsville.

Events

Friday, May 16
Quarter Auction, Oak Level Ruritan Club, 

7668 Oak Level Road, Bassett. Auction starts at 
7 p.m., $5 for 2 paddles and a door prize ticket, 
extra paddles $1 each; extra door prize tickets 
for $1 per ticket or 7 tickets for $5, Concessions 
available, Donations accepted for community 
projects. 

Friday, May 16-Saturday, May 17
The Mayo Fire-Baptized Holiness Association 

is to convene with Christian View Church on 
May 16-17, 2025. The meetinghouse is located 
at 261 Burbank Drive, five miles southwest of 
Ridgeway. Meeting times are Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
and Saturday at 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 17
Bassett Volunteer Fire Department Hamburg-

er Steak Dinner, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., Bassett Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 3735 Fairystone Park 
Hwy, Bassett.

Rangely Ruritan Club Breakfast, 7 a.m. to 10 
a.m., 134 Calloway Dr., Bassett.

Hamburger Steak Dinner, 4 to 7 p.m., Bassett 
Volunteer Fire Department, 3735 Fairystone 
Park Hwy, Bassett. Eat-in or to-go plates are 
$12. All proceeds benefit the Bassett Fire De-
partment. 

Rangely Ruritan Club Breakfast, 7 a.m. to 10 
a.m., 134 Calloway Dr., Bassett.

Expressions Artwork Entry, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Piedmont Arts Artists living within a 100-mile 
radius of Martinsville. are invited to enter work 
in “Expressions 2025.” Artwork submitted for 
entry must have been completed within the last 
two years. Work previously exhibited in “Expres-
sions” is not eligible. Up to two pieces of art may 
be submitted per artist. Unlike a juried exhibi-
tion, this exhibit is open-entry, and all submitted 
works in compliance with the entry rules are ac-
cepted. Cash prizes will be awarded for first, sec-
ond and third place in seven categories, as well 
as purchase awards, the Lynwood Artists Award 
and Best in Show. Download an entry form and 
guidelines at PiedmontArts.org.

Monday, May 19
Presented by Smith River Singers’ select en-

semble Still Water Concert at 7 p.m. Cash Bar 
Social (no food) 6 p.m., Stoneleigh Estate, 375 
Edgewood Drive, Stanleytown. Admission free. 
Donations will be collected to benefit the Smith 
River Singers trip to New York to sing the Mes-
siah in Carnegie Hall, Nov. 26-Dec. 2.

ONGOING

Monday Market at Fairy Stone State Park, 
Mondays, rain or shine, through Labor Day, 5-7 
p.m., at Shelters #3 & #4. This is a cash only 
market and parking is free. 

BINGO on Mondays, Horsepasture Volunteer 
Fire Department, 17815 A.L. Philpott Highway, 
Ridgeway. Doors open at 5 p.m., games start at 7 
p.m. Concessions are available. 

Uptown Pub Run, Mondays at 6.p.m., meets at 
Renewal Brewing 32 Franklin St, Martinsville. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific Bay 
Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, Martins-

ville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club, 277 Philpott Dam 
Road, Bassett, hosts breakfast on the 2nd Sat-
urday of each month, $9 for adults, and $4 for 
children under 12. All you can eat, sausage, fried 
bologna, eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, bis-
cuits, made-to-order pancakes, coffee, and juice. 
Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge Re-
gional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 403-
5430 to register. 

Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music & More 
on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play Rook, work 
puzzles, make a craft and listen to a mixture of 
bluegrass, country & gospel music by different 
bands each week. If you want, bring a snack to 
share. This event is free to the public. Any dona-
tions received will go to the Bassett Ruritan Club 
to pay for electricity etc.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library offers free 
one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History and the Henry County YMCA with 
your library card. The passes are good for one 
day and exclude special events. There is a wait 
period before you can check out the pass again. 
For more details and exclusions, visit brrl.lib.
va.us. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tuesdays 
at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public Library, 
3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New members 
are welcome. For more information, please call 
Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489.

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school 
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

The Martinsville-Henry County Democratic 
Committee meets on the first Thursday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. at New College Institute 
on Fayette Street (park on Moss St.). RSVP at 
mhcdcva.org/meeting-rsvp for Zoom link.

The Martinsville -Henry County Republican 
Committee meets on the 3rd Tuesday every 
month, 6:30 p.m., Henry County Administration 
Building, Summerlin Room, 3300 Kings Moun-
tain Road, Martinsville. 

Neighbors in the Know. Join staff and volun-
teers in the Hylton Library at the Spencer Penn 
Centre for activities and socializing on the first 
and third Monday of each month. A different pre-
sentation and activity weekly, followed by a way 
to get you moving. The program is an hour long 
and activities for children will be provided. Every 
third Monday, 10-11 a.m., a music program will 
be provided. This free program is perfect for all 
ages. Registration is not required.

Foreign exchange student 
program is seeking host families 

for the upcoming school year
Families across the U.S. have a 

unique opportunity to experience 
a new culture right in their own 
homes. World Heritage Interna-
tional Student Exchange Pro-
grams, a non-profit public benefit 
organization, is currently seeking 
warm and welcoming host fami-
lies to open their homes to inter-
national exchange students for 
the upcoming school year.

Hosting an exchange student 
is a life-changing experience for 
families that fosters cultural 
understanding, builds lifelong 
friendships, while enriching local 
communities. Students, aged 15-
18 years, come from over 60 coun-
tries around the world, including 
France, Japan, Italy, Denmark, 
Australia, Spain and many more. 
The students are carefully se-
lected based on their academic 
performance, English proficiency, 
and personal character, and they 
are eager to become part of an 
American family, attend a local 
high school, and share their own 
traditions.

During their stay, World Heri-
tage exchange students immerse 
themselves in American culture 
by living with and becoming part 
of a volunteer host family while 
attending a local high school. 
This experience allows them to 
improve their English skills, form 
lifelong friendships, and gain a 
deeper understanding of Ameri-
can life and values. In return, 
host families and communities 
benefit from the unique perspec-
tives and cultural exchange that 
these students bring.

“Being a host family isn’t just 

about providing a place to stay; it’s 
about making a student from an-
other country part of the family,” 
says Debra Garbon, World Heri-
tage National Director. “Many 
host families find that the experi-
ence is just as rewarding for them 
as it is for the student. The bonds 
formed often last a lifetime.” “Ex-
change students bring energy, 
curiosity, and fresh perspectives 
to their host families and commu-
nities. They attend local schools, 
participate in activities, and be-
come a real family member.”

Host families provide a safe 
and supportive home, meals, and 
encouragement, while students 
come with their own spending 
money and health insurance, en-
suring that hosting is a rewarding 
and enriching experience without 
financial burden. Anyone with a 
warm and welcoming home can 
host an exchange student! Host 
families come in many forms, in-
cluding married couples (with or 
without children), single parents, 
young professionals, empty-nest-
ers, same-sex couples, and retir-
ees.

ASSE also offers qualified 
American students the opportuni-
ty to learn another language and 
culture by spending a school year, 
semester or a summer with a host 
family in another country.

Families interested in hosting 
an exchange student or exploring 
study abroad opportunities are 
encouraged to learn more and ap-
ply by visiting www.host.world-
heritage.org or contacting Debra 
Garbon at (800) 888-9040 / info@
worldheritage.org.

State and local fallen heroes were honored during National Peace Officer Week.
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FIN
D US ON

Honoring our Police Officers
National Police 

Week takes place 
from Sunday, May 11 
to Saturday, May 17.

This is when Ameri-
cans honor our law 
enforcement officers.

It is estimated that 
there are more than 
800,000 law enforce-
ment professionals 
serving American 
communities.

These profession-
als are responsible for 
policing dangerous 
criminal behavior and 
protecting innocent 
civilians.

Additionally, law 
enforcement officers 
are diligent in their 
efforts to create rela-
tionships in their re-
spective communities.

It is common to see 
officers at local com-
munity fairs, parades, 
etc. And I like to see 
them there because 
they are protecting us 
all.

Virginia’s Ninth 
District is filled with 
dedicated officials 
who work tirelessly 
to protect and defend 
our communities.

Given the sheer size 
of the District, which 
is bigger than the 
State of New Jersey, 
there are dozens of 
law enforcement de-
partments that pro-
tect our towns, cities 
and counties.

These departments 
share and maintain 
extensive and elabo-
rate partnerships 
with one another.

Some of these part-
nerships include the 
Virginia State Police.

Virginia’s correc-
tional officers at state 
prisons and the fed-
eral USP Lee facil-
ity are responsible for 
oversight and man-
agement of convicted 
dangerous individu-
als.

Those who field dis-
patch calls for law 
enforcement depart-
ments also play a 
critical role in com-
munity safety.

They receive emer-
gency calls and help 
facilitate action by 
first responders.

These situations 
can be very stress-
ful. Accordingly, dis-
patchers go through 
significant training.

The Ninth District 
is also home to vari-
ous groups and acad-
emies that prepare 

aspiring officials for a 
career in law enforce-
ment.

The Southwest Vir-
ginia Criminal Justice 
Training Academy and 
New River Criminal 
Justice Academy are 
two such agencies. 
They help educate 
recruits on best prac-
tices and procedures 
and create a pipeline 
of law enforcement 
talent.

Some of this tal-
ent is showcased in 
our schools through 
school resource of-
ficers. These officers 
help preserve safe ed-
ucation environments 
for public school stu-
dents.

The police depart-
ment at Virginia Tech 
offers free programs 
to students to learn 
about law enforce-
ment activities.

Taken together, 
Ninth District law 
enforcement agen-
cies account for the 
training of hundreds 
of dedicated law en-
forcement and public 
safety professionals.

These officers ac-
count for numerous 
stories that illustrate 
heroism, commitment 
to duty and selfless-
ness.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
space restricts my 
ability to highlight 
each and every story. 
But here are just a 
few inspiring ones.

As Hurricane He-
lene swept through 
the region, Craig 
County Sheriff’s Dep-
uty Gregory May at-
tempted to execute 
a daring rescue mis-
sion.

During the mis-
sion, Deputy May 
was struck by flying 
debris and sustained 
a concussion, a bro-
ken jaw, and a severe 
laceration under his 
neck.

Another recent sto-
ry involves Buchanan 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Lieutenant Bran-
don Hall, who acted 

decisively during a 
carbon monoxide in-
cident.

Buchanan County 
Sheriff’s Office cred-
its Hall with saving 
the lives of two adults 
and a child.

This March, two 
deputies in Carroll 
County were fired on 
by a wanted gunman. 
The deputies were 
transported to hos-
pitals but thankfully 
they survived.

A recent incident 
involving alleged 
MS-13 members at 
Wallens Ridge State 
Prison left five cor-
rectional officers seri-
ously wounded.

The above situa-
tions not only under-
score the immense 
dangers these officials 
face, but the fortitude 
and bravery that de-
fine their service.

Last August, Smyth 
County Sheriff’s Dep-
uty Hunter Reedy was 
assisting Marion Po-
lice officers respond 
to a traffic stop.

Suddenly, the driv-
er pulled out a gun 
and fired shots at the 
officers.

Deputy Reedy was 
struck by the gun-
fire and killed. His 
partner, Deputy Mi-
chael Fedorchuk, was 
wounded.

Reedy was 27. He 
leaves behind his 
wife, Bettina, their 
three kids and won-
derful memories.

We grieve their 
painful loss. We pray 
for their family’s 
health and safety as 
they continue with 
their lives.

This is a solemn re-
minder that the fami-
lies of law enforce-
ment officials also 
endure immense trag-
edy and sacrifice.

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with our 
active serving officers 
and our fallen law 
enforcement officials’ 
families.

Unfortunately, from 
the very first months 
I was in elected of-
fice until this year, 
officers in the Ninth 
District have been in-
jured or slain by crim-
inal elements.

This is one reason 
why I honor our police 
officers. And I thank 
them for doing their 
dangerous service.

Bettina Reedy is 
bringing her children 
to DC for National Po-
lice Week. They will 
pay tribute to their 
father.

And like them, I 
will say a prayer and 
honor a hero from 
Southwest Virginia.

Call the Abingdon 
office at (276) 525-
1405, the Christians-
burg office at (540) 
381-5671, or email 
by visiting www.mor-
g a n g r i f f i t h . h o u s e .
gov with questions or 
comments.
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Area man suffering Gorilla 
Derangement Syndrome

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A lo-
cal resident and a zookeeper are 
at loggerheads after a wild gorilla 
was released into the man’s home 
a little more than 100 days ago. 

Homeowner Jim Russell, 40, 
said that he returned home from 
work one day in late January to 
find that a male silverback West-
ern Lowland Gorilla had been in-
tentionally released into his house. 

“I walked in and I thought some-
one had set off a bomb in my living 
room,” Russell said. “My TV had a 
hole in it. There were broken dish-
es everywhere. My toilet had been 
ripped right out of the floor. It took 
me years of work to reach this point 
in my life, and everything had just 
been totally destroyed for no clear 
reason. And then I go upstairs and 
see this gorilla standing on my 
bed, just smirking at me. My life 
has become a waking nightmare.”

But Earl Arnold, zookeeper at 
nearby Monkey Alley Gorilla Acre-
age, said that Russell is overreact-
ing.

“I’m moving apes day in and day 
out in this business, and yeah, 
sometimes a gorilla accidental-
ly gets released into someone’s 
house,” Arnold said. “In the busi-
ness, we call that ‘shrinkage.’ But 
I’ll eventually get around to recov-
ering the gorilla. In the meantime, 
this guy ought to just enjoy hav-
ing this majestic creature in his 
home.”

Arnold has called Russell’s re-
peated calls to 911 and pleas to the 
media a classic example of “Gorilla 
Derangement Syndrome.”

“All this guy can talk about is 
how much he hates this gorilla,” 
Arnold said. “‘Oh no, the gorilla’s 
gonna make me lose my job. Oh 
no, the gorilla’s gonna kill me.’ It 
hasn’t happened yet, has it? I tell 
you, this gorilla is living rent-free 
in this guy’s head.”

“Look, I can’t entirely blame the 
gorilla,” said Russell. “The gorilla 
doesn’t know what it’s doing. It 
doesn’t even understand what’s 
going on around it. But the fact is, 

this gorilla is ruining my life, 
and of course I’m going to blame 
the people who set it loose in my 
house.”

In a social media post, Arnold 
said that if Russell hates the goril-
la so much, he ought to just move.

“I’ve tried to escape multiple 
times,” Russell said. “The gorilla 
keeps blocking the doors and win-
dows, and then it bats me around 
like a rag doll. I need medical at-
tention, but of course the gorilla 
tore up my insurance card. It’s not 
like it matters; my insurance was 
through work and I’ve lost my job 
because of this gorilla.”

“It’s always complaints with this 
guy,” Arnold said. “I challenge him 
to say one good thing, just ONE 
good thing about the gorilla. He 
can’t do it. That’s G.D.S. for you.”

While negotiations between the 
two men have gone poorly, Arnold 
said that he does have plans in 
place to remove the gorilla from 
Russell’s home in 2028.

“Or maybe in 2032,” Arnold said. 
“Nah, I’m just joking. Or am I? 
Nah, I kid. Maybe. We’ll see.”

“My home will be totally de-
stroyed by 2028,” Russell said. 
“And to make matters worse, this 
morning, a truck dropped off a 
howler monkey that’s quickly be-
come the gorilla’s second in com-
mand. It’s a deeply unpleasant 
animal and you don’t even want to 
know what it did to my couch.”

~Sponsored Content~

By Ben R. Williams

The Politicization of Christianity     
In the months and years leading 

up to the 2024 presidential elec-
tion, it appears that the evangelical 
Christian leadership in America has 
crossed a proverbial line. Not only 
did Franklin Graham, Robert Jef-
fress, Jerry Falwell Jr.  and others 
endorse President-elect Trump, but 
other events have been discovered 
that were undertaken to provide 
Trump an extra push to win which 
will forever politicize Christianity.   

Two months after Graham’s en-
dorsement at the July Republican 
Convention, CEO Franklin Graham 
of Samaritan’s Purse staged an event 
at Valdosta Georgia on September 
30, 2024, to allow presidential can-
didate Donald Trump to take credit 
for the work of Samaritans Purse. 
Graham invited/scheduled Trump’s 
appearance to coincide with the de-
livery by Samaritan’s Purse of food, 
gas and emergency supplies to that 
storm damaged community.   

A little history is in order. In a 
February 1, 1981, article for Pa-
rade Magazine the late Pastor 
Rev Billy Graham declared that “I 
want to preserve the purity of the 
Gospel and the freedom of religion 
in America. It would disturb me if 
there was a wedding between the 
religious fundamentalists and the 
political right…. The hard right has 
no interest in religion except to ma-
nipulate it.”

Unfortunately, Rev Graham’s son 
(Franklin) did not see it that way. 
Building on a long term relation-
ship with Trump starting with his 
endorsement of Trump in 2011, 
Franklin Graham endorsed and 
prayed for Trump at the 2024 Re-
publican National Convention.   

During the last 15 years, Graham 
has condemned Barack Obama for 
his faith and “fanned the ‘Obama 

birther’ conspiracy and might se-
cretly be a Muslim” before eventual-
ly apologizing. Graham condemned 
Pete Buttigieg for his homosexual-
ity but not Trump for his infidelity. 
He chose not to condemn Trump for 
selling Bibles (printed in China) … 
a clear sacrilege reference to the 
Gospel.

In summary, the late Billy Gra-
ham predicted the Christian right 
would try to manipulate religion 
and Billy’s son, Franklin Graham, 
proved his father to be a prophet. As 
a consequence of his endorsement 
Graham was in technical violation 
of the Johnson Amendment crafted 
in 1954. The Johnson Amendment 
is a provision in the U.S. tax code 
that prohibits all 501(c)(3) non-prof-
it organizations from endorsing or 
opposing political candidates.    

Broadly, the church has lost sight 
of the heavenly end to which it as-
pires, the victory which Christ has 
won. The Republican Party feels 
buoyed by the call for Christian Na-
tionalism through its use of cultural 
wars targeting transgenderism 
while avoiding “infidelity.” Through 
its use of the world, Christianity 
has won some battles, while losing 
the war.  

The church and its leaders need 
to fix our eyes on those unseen, 
eternal things, confidently reassert-
ing a Gospel-centered witness dis-
tinct from the things of this world. 
According to Second Corinthians: 
“Franklin Graham and all pastors 
need to return to those “unseen” 
eternal things instead of the politics 
of the world.”

Pastors and teachers should … 
“teach how to fish in order to feed 
for a lifetime,”… not where to fish. 

Randy Scott,
Henry County 

	
		 Sports Schedule
The following are the dates and times of local high school teams and their games for the 
week of  May 19 - May 24:

5/19		  5:00pm		  Baseball		  Bassett at Magna Vista
		  5:00pm		  Softball		  Bassett at Magna Vista
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Council
(cont. from page 1)

measures to what he said was a proposed 
$638,000 increase in spending, which included 
$225,000 for Human Resources, $360,000 for 
Procurement, and $140,000 for leasing space 
to move facilities. Another area that saw a sig-
nificant increase is the travel category.

“Depending on how you define what our 
baseline is for travel, we could look at $60,000 
to $100,000 for travel. Then, we do have very, 
very significant increases in HR salaries of 
like $225,000—I understand that’s positions 
moving, not people getting pots of money 
thrown at them,” and another “$360,000 in 
budget procurement salaries,” he said.

Rawls said he likely would support the full 
real estate tax increase if it were used for 
public safety, police, fire, public works, water, 
wastewater, and electric workers.

“We definitely need that revenue so that 
we can implement phase one of the frontline 
workers, which is a minimum of a quarter 
million. Once we get our wage study, this is in 
addition to the three percent that’s already in 
the budget. So, we need another quarter mil-
lion,” Lawson said.

Under the proposed budget, Rawls said the 
increased revenue would be spent on adminis-
trative functions.

“In the new salaries just of HR and procure-
ment alone, I mean we’re looking at $585,000, 
which — that’s pretty much the whole tax 
increase by itself, particularly when we dis-
count the lease,” Rawls said.

With a lot of new information from finance 
staff, state agencies, and federal agencies, 
Rawls said the most comfortable thing would 
be a revenue neutral budget.

“To get our arms around what’s going on 
here, let’s get an actual plan for how we’re go-
ing to pay our people who keep our water on 
before they leave us. Then, I’m not saying I 
would never vote for a tax increase in the fu-
ture. So, this is not a ‘no new taxes’ thing. I 
just want to know the exact plan. I just know 
I can’t vote for it if it’s going to administrative 
positions. I just can’t,” he said.

Regarding what he referred to as the “el-
ephant in the room” of the $1.4 million in 
purchase card transactions, Mei said the fact 
there are 135 purchasing cards is astonishing 
to him.

The Martinsville Bulletin reported bank 
card records indicate more than $1.13 mil-
lion was charged during the 2024 calendar 
year, and another $276,900 in the first three 
months of this year; more than $1.4 million 
over the 15-month period.

“Generally, on all of the monthly state-
ments, there are hundreds of charges involv-
ing approximately 135 people to hotels and 
restaurants in the local area, throughout Vir-
ginia, and cities and counties across the coun-
try. Gas stations, convenience stores, pizza 
shops, Walmart, Kroger’s, Food Lion and dry 
cleaning businesses are among those listed,” 
according to the Martinsville Bulletin.

“In an organization of” 350 people “that’s—
what? Like, I’m trying devil’s advocate to not 
think I’m insane,” Mei said.

During her presentation on budget reduc-
tion options for capital and fund balance 
replenishment, City Manager Aretha Fer-
rell-Benavides I presented a list of possible re-
ductions. These included lowering the cost-of-
living adjustment from 3 percent to 1 percent, 
saving about $169,000; eliminating two staff 
positions, saving over $75,000; transitioning 
one position to other funding, saving $87,000; 
outsourcing one function, saving $34,000; cut-
ting a proposed animal shelter position and 
eliminating a new park administrator role, 
saving a combined $139,000; reducing holi-
day incentives, employee relations events, 
and travel and training budgets; and about 
$97,000 could also be freed from economic de-
velopment contracts.

“Regardless of what rate you adopt, we need 
to identify additional funds,” she said. “We do 
not have a rainy-day fund—we’re looking at 
only $39,000.”

Lawson said she was unwilling to cut the 3 
percent raise for employees. 

Rawls suggested other savings, such as 
not leasing additional office space (saving 
$140,000) and reducing purchasing card ex-
penses by 10 percent (another $140,000). Fer-
rell-Benavides replied that purchasing card 
savings would need to be tied to specific line 
items.

“That’s not in a fund,” she said. “Credit card 
expenses cover many things. I need a specific 
line item.”

During a discussion on the city’s purchas-
ing cards, Jones said that while it’s okay to 
question, he believes council shouldn’t get too 
much into the weeds.

“I can understand that, but … I don’t see 
how we saw some of the charges we got and 
then not ask questions, because ultimately, 
we’re responsible. We’ve been in a place be-
fore where council blamed their employees for 
their decisions, and I know that’s part of poli-
tics—to blame people because you’re a politi-
cian, you’re not going to take accountability—
but I mean some of the things we’ve all seen, 
we can’t do this,” Rawls said, and asked why 
the city needs the money from a real estate 
tax rate increase.

“That’s what I want to know — why do we 
need the money? I don’t care what the rate 
was … Until somebody looks at this budget 
and tells me they’re seeing something differ-
ent, that’s all I can see in this. I don’t say this 
cutting to be mean, that’s where all this mon-
ey is going. It’s a $638,000 increase in reve-
nue. Add up all the numbers I just gave you 
all—$225,000 for HR, $360,000 for procure-
ment, and $100,000-something for travel. Do 
the math, you’re at the $600,000 and what-
ever right there,” Rawls said.

“You wouldn’t be where you were if you didn’t 
have your budget person. You had a line-item 
budget you couldn’t tell a thing about before I 
got here,” Ferrell-Benavides said

“Respectfully, city manager, we were in far 
better shape before you all got here,” Rawls 
said, as the audience clapped in agreement.

Police Chief Rob Fincher tried to keep the 
audience calm and quiet for the meeting to 
continue.

Jones said every council member praised 
Ferrell-Benavides on the budget she prepared 
when she first came to the city.

“Including you,” Ferrell-Benavides said to 
Rawls. “It was on the news. How wonderful it 
was to finally have it.”

“It’s funny when the audit comes out and 
you find the actual results and find out you 
can’t make routine federal findings, that we 
get threatened to pay back $4.4 million of fed-
eral funds. Delegate Phillips (Eric Phillips, 
R-Martinsville), by the way, you deserve this 
praise. Next time you all see Delegate Phil-
lips, walk up to him and shake his hand like 
he just gave you $800, because he did. He 
saved us from having to repay ARPA money 
because our government could not make rou-
tine federal filings like the governments that 
preceded them,” Rawls said.

“That’s not true, sir. It’s completely incor-
rect,” Ferrell-Benavides said. “You know 
what? I will let our finance director come up 
here and explain to you what he had to do, 
and let’s make sure when we tell a story we 
tell the truth. We have a tendency to do re-
version history. You had two filings that did 
not happen when your finance director quit, 
which is what we presented. If you (Rawls) 
were at the meeting, you would have heard 
it. We have presented it over and over. It’s on 
tape.

“The city is moving forward, but yes, thank 
you Delegate Phillips, because he did get us 
in so our new finance director could file those 
reports. He also, as you all approved—and 
could have approved earlier on and did not 
appropriate the funding until the last min-
ute—he went in and made the changes. As a 
city we are moving. We may have some things 
that we need to work on, but we are moving. 
Yes, Delegate Phillips did help us get in, but 
as someone said, no one had submitted, but 
guess what? All of you received a list from 
VML (Virginia Municipal League) showing 
over 30 cities that had not filed, so we are not 
by ourselves,” Ferrell-Benavides said.

Rawls asked Ferrell-Benavides when she 
started working for the city and when the fil-
ings were.

Ferrell-Benavides said the September and 
December 2024 filings were missed and added 
that she started working for the city in 2023.

“Who was the boss of the people who were 
supposed to be filing these,” Rawls asked.

“She sure is, and she missed it and she takes 
full responsibility because I lost a finance di-
rector,” Ferrell-Benavides replied.

“Who is she,” Rawls asked.
“Aretha takes full responsibility,” Ferrell-

Benavides said.
“Well then take it,” Rawls said.
“Why are you trying to put it all on her? Why 

did the finance director leave,” Jones asked, 
with Ferrell-Benavides echoing the question.

“Because we had someone who wanted to in-
terrogate them about stealing money,” Jones 
said.

“You accused her of stealing money,” Fer-
rell-Benavides said to Rawls.

“You accused her of stealing money, and 
that’s why she left,” Jones said.

Rawls said Jones was in the room with him.
“I was in the room with you, and that’s why 

I know it happened. Thank you for confirming 
it,” Jones said.

“You (Jones) referred her (Lawson) for crim-
inal prosecution over the thing,” Rawls said 
to Jones.

Lawson then made a motion to set the real 
estate tax rate at 7 percent, to verbal disap-
proval from the audience.

As the council was waiting for a second to 
Lawson’s motion, Rawls told Martinsville 
Fincher there was a “man over there with an 
attitude problem.” 

As Fincher moved to escort Human Re-
sources (HR) Director Travis Hodges out of 
council chambers, Jones said council was go-
ing to take a recess. Ferrell-Benavides also 
moved to escort Hodges out of the room.

“He’s telling the truth. That’s why a couple 
of them (employees) left because of you. You 
sit over there and point the finger at every-
body else,” Jones said to Rawls.

During the recess, Gravely appeared to put 
himself in between Jones and Rawls after a 
heated discussion.

“We’re having a conversation … the people 
that left,” left, “because of this guy right here. 
Call and ask any of them, and that’s why you 
didn’t have any directors. We could barely 
find a city manager. Leon (Towarnicki, former 
city manager) wouldn’t even come back here. 
Why? Because of this guy right here,” Jones 
said of Rawls.

After the recess, Lawson withdrew her mo-
tion. She then made a motion to set the real 
estate tax at 4.5 percent, or 0.7533 per $100 of 
assessed value.

It was approved in a 3–2 vote. Lawson, 
Gravely, and Jones voted yes. Rawls and Mei 
were the dissenting votes.

In other business, the council:
*Heard from several residents who voiced 

frustration over the proposed tax increase, 
salary hikes, a 15 percent raise negotiated for 
the city manager, a loss of public trust and 
suggested regular forums where residents 
could question council members and hear 
from city departments directly.

*Karen Doyle, a business owner, criticized 
the council’s conduct and cited misuse of tax-
payer funds as a reason for not relocating her 
company to Martinsville. She referenced $1.4 
million in credit card charges over a 15-month 
period, including luxury hotel stays. “There’s 
no way I would bring my company here,” she 
said.

*City resident Ural Harris challenged the 
cost of staff training. “If we’re paying them 
these salaries, they are to be trained. If not, 
fire them and hire somebody who is,” he said.

*Presented proclamations for Business Ap-
preciation Month, National Police Week, and 
Mental Health Awareness Month.

*Approved the consent agenda.
*Tabled approval of the March 17 meeting 

minutes.
*Tabled discussion of the refuse ordinance 

until the June 10 meeting.
*Discussed Virginia Municipal League 

(VML) Policy Committee nominations.

City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benevides responds to 
questions from council members.

Summer camp registration underway at Reynolds Homestead
Reynolds Homestead is offering a series of 

three summer camps:
Camp Homestead
July 7 - 10
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Camp Homestead invites kids in grades 4 to 

7 to spend three fun-filled days immersed in na-
ture, creativity, and exploration on the beauti-
ful grounds of Reynolds Homestead. Each day 
will include a short hike, outdoor games and ac-
tivities, hands-on crafts, and a story circle that 
sparks imagination and reflection. 

Whimsical Wildlife and Wavy Worlds Art 
Camp

July 14 - 17
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Join us for Whimsical Wildlife and Wavy 

Worlds, a four-day creative camp where art 
and imagination collide! Kids ages 7 to 12 will explore the magic of optical illusions through 

hands-on projects like swirling animal por-
traits, kaleidoscopic patterns, and interactive 
jungle scenes. 

Hands On - Mind On - Game On! Science 
Camp

July 21 - 24
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Hands On – Mind On – Game On! is an ac-

tion-packed, screen-free summer camp where 
science meets creativity and teamwork. Camp-
ers will explore force, motion, gravity, and ener-
gy through hands-on challenges using rockets, 
LEGO, marbles, and more.

Each session is $60 per camper, with a bun-
dle discount of $150 if a camper is attending all 
three.

To learn more and register, visit reynold-
shomestead.vt.edu/upcoming-events/educa-
tion-programming.
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Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 

colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer – up to 
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-

4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-

ments and No Interest for 
18 months for customers 
who qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 

available. Quality materials 
& professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

OWNER FINANCING 
Secluded chalet on 20 
acres. Mostly wooded, 

fronts small lake. Livable 
but needs TLC. Between 
Charlottesville and Lynch-
burg in Amherst County. 

$275,000. 434-534-1681.

OWNER FINANCING 
37-acre farm 7 minutes 

from Farmville in Central 
Virginia. Mostly open, 

farmhouse needs updat-
ing, large greenhouse-

style barn, touches small 
pond, $299,900. 540-487-

0480

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 

$475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 

Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espa-
nol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 

by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 

with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 

paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by 

calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-844-216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No con

tract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data 

plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100% 

U.S. based customer 
service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-262-5564

We buy 8,000 cars 
a week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 

headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three 
step process. Instant 

offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-844-268-

4773

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, 

tile, closet & garage orga-
nizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Refer-

ences. Bob Morehouse 
Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292 E-

Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net 
Website: Woodwrx.net.

Fairy Stone State Park 
Now Hiring Multiple Sea-

sonal Positions! Beach 
Maintenance Ranger, 
Boathouse Ranger, 

Contact Ranger, Food 
Service Ranger, House-
keeping Ranger. Apply 

online:  www.dcr.virginia 
gov/jobs. Positions open 
until filled. 967 Fairystone 

Lake Drive  Stuart, VA 
24171   276-930-2424

1-bedroom apartments 
available. Located near 
Walmart in Stuart. Call 

540-493-9835 for 
information.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTION-

EERS: Promote your 
upcoming auctions state-
wide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 

your target audience. 
Call this paper or Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

FOR SALE
“The Murder of RFK”by 

Michael Calder. Deter-
mined to become Presi-
dent and CIA determined 
that he not. Available at 

Barnes&Noble - Amazon 
- jfkvscia.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement 

Windows Installed! 
Starting at $350 Call 

804-739-8207 for More 
Details!  Ronnie Jenkins 

II Windows, Siding, 
Roofing and Gutters!  
FREE Estimates! Call 

804-739-8207 for More 
Details! American Made 

Products! 

SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. 
Call now and SAVE $350 
today! 1-844-746-2332 

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 

most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 

LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Gen-

erac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 

Call 1-844-947-1479 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 

shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 

time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES

Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

FOR RENT

Puzzle Answers!

FIN
D US ON

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

HFHRV is looking for qualified 
construction site supervisors with 

appropriate residential knowledge and a 
heart for working with people.  

For more information, contact Joey Snead 
jsnead@habitat-roanoke.org

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795

Applications accepted for 
2025 Charitable Contributions 

Fund Grant Program
Farm Credit of the Virginias, a 

lending cooperative serving Vir-
ginia, West Virginia, and western 
Maryland, announced that they 
are now accepting applications for 
the fourth cycle of grant opportu-
nities through their Charitable 
Contributions Fund.

Through the Farm Credit of the 
Virginias Charitable Contribu-
tions Fund grant program, the 
cooperative supports and builds 
stronger partnerships with organi-
zations that preserve and promote 
farmers and families in its rural 
communities. The program allows 
the Association to meet their mis-
sion to serve the agriculture in-
dustry by investing in the growth 
of agricultural programming.

Grants will be awarded for up to 
$10,000 in funding. Funding will 
be considered for charitable proj-
ects that are either located in their 
96-county territory or that serve 
communities where Farm Credit 
of the Virginias conducts busi-
ness. Grants will only be awarded 
to non-profit groups and organiza-
tions, and will not be awarded to 
individuals or private farms. Ad-

ditional terms and conditions are 
available on the print and online 
application forms.

Grant applications for the cur-
rent funding cycle will be accept-
ed May 1, 2025 through June 30, 
2025. Grants will be awarded in 
August 2025. Applications and 
additional program details can 
be accessed at the following link: 
https://www.farmcreditofvirgin-
ias.com/ccf

Regarding the Charitable Con-
tributions Fund, Brad Cornelius, 
CEO, said, “We are proud to sup-
port the agriculture industry and 
the quality of life in our rural 
communities through our Chari-
table Contributions Fund grant 
program. In this fourth funding 
cycle of the program, we look for-
ward to providing crucial grant 
funds to dedicated organizations 
that align with our mission. It is a 
joy to learn about the far-reaching 
and lasting impacts of previous 
grant recipients in our communi-
ties, and we’re pleased to see what 
more we can accomplish through 
the continuation of this grant pro-
gram.”
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

Board recognizes CTE Skills USA students

The Patrick County School Board cele-
brated Patrick County High School (PCHS) 
students who placed in the Career & Tech-
nical (CTE) Skills USA competition.

PCHS Principal Hope Perry said she 
believes CTE programs are one of the top 
things at the campus.

“Our kids are great, our staff is great, but 
our CTE program” is “what our kids are 
able to go into in the future straight out 
of high school, and they’re prepared and 

they’re ready to work. I’m so very proud,” 
she said.

Teacher Melanie Culler said a team of 
three cosmetology students competed in 
the total fantasy look competition with the 
theme of under the sea

With one student acting as the make-
up artist and another as the hairdresser, 
Culler said they transformed the third stu-
dent into a jellyfish.

“They won first in district competition 

and so they went onto place fifth,” she said.
Another student placed second out of 

37 contestants in the fantasy mannequin 
competition with the same theme.

Philip Steagall, teacher, said a team of 
four competed in the Team Works category 
of the building competition.

“They get a set of plans, and they give 
them 20 minutes to make up a 3-5 minute 
presentation on how they’re going to com-
plete the actual project,” he said.

School board members celebrated with Patrick County High School (PCHS) students who placed in the Career & Technical (CTE) Skills USA competition.

Local officers mark National Police Week
Peace Officer Memorial Day 

was Thursday, May 15, and 
the week in which it falls is de-
clared National Police Week. 
The names of 26,959 law en-
forcement officers killed in the 
line of duty are etched in the 
wall at the National Peace Of-
ficer Memorial in Washington 
D.C.

President John F. Kennedy 
signed the creation of Peace Of-
ficer Memorial Day into law on 
October 1, according to Patrick 
County Sheriff Dan Smith. He 
added that the federal Posse 
Comitatus Act, passed in 1878, 
prohibits the military from be-
ing deployed against its own 
citizens in a law enforcement 
capacity. 

“Sworn law enforcement of-
ficers are the everyday barrier 
that prevent evil, chaos, and 
complete recklessness from in-
ternally destroying our coun-
try,” Smith said. 

The sheriff said that the most 
dangerous of all law enforce-
ment professions are those of 
rural patrol officers. “Our dep-
uties and troopers patrol our 
roadways alone, and common-
ly respond to calls alone, with 
backup often 15 to 30 minutes 
away.” 

Two deputy sheriffs and one 
state trooper have been shot 
and killed in the line of duty in 
Patrick County. 

“The southeast has always 
been statistically the most 
dangerous area of the country 
for law enforcement, with our 
southern Appalachian region 
certainly within that category “ 
Smith added. 

The sheriff urges the public 
to visit the Officer Down Memo-
rial website at www.odmp.org.

 “The stories of all 26,959 are 
here, it is sobering to learn how 
they died, and sadly, who they 
left behind.” Smith said.

Strawberry Festival, Songwriter Series set for 
Saturday in Stuart

Saturday, May 17, promises 
to be a jam-packed day in Stu-
art, with two major events — 
the 22nd annual Strawberry 
Festival and the third install-
ment of the Songwriter Circle 
Series — set to bring live music, 
food, and crowds to town.

The Strawberry Festival will 
take place in Uptown Stuart 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Stuart Town Manager Bryce 
Simmons said nearly 100 ven-
dors have registered for the 
event.

“I think we have come close 
to getting that many vendors 
before, but this is the first time 
we’ve ever been at this capac-
ity prior to the festival. We’ve 
always had a little bit of flex-
ibility to add vendors here and 
there, but we’ve had a lot of in-
terest from a vendor standpoint 
this year in particular,” he said.

Because of this high level 
of interest, Simmons said the 
town does not expect to accept 
same-day vendor applications 
as it has in the past.

He believes the increased 
interest stems from improve-
ments in accessibility on the 
town’s new website and Face-
book page.

“I think that has helped with 

making, or at least, getting it 
accessible for people to sign up. 
Because I’ve had a lot of inqui-
ries through our new email and 
website,” he said.

In addition to a variety of food 
and craft vendors, live music 
will be featured throughout the 
festival.

Jordan T. Morrison & The 
Foothill Boys will perform from 
11 a.m. to noon, followed by 
Marcie Horne and Mike Pend-
leton from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. 
Ashley Stout will take the stage 
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

While attendance varies based 
on weather, Simmons estimates 
that several thousand visitors 
could pass through Main Street 
with favorable conditions.

“Last year’s weather was pret-
ty overcast and rainy, which 
definitely hurt attendance, but 
the year before that I think that 
we had anywhere from 4,000 to 
5,000 people because it was hot 
outside,” he said. Good weather 
“always makes a difference.”

The third Songwriter Circle 
Series will take place at the 
Star Theatre, with doors open-
ing at 5 p.m. The show will 
be headlined by Jerry Salley, 
a three-time Grammy Award 
winner based in Nashville.

Roach cites tax concerns, debt as motivation to seek 
office

Malcolm Roach plans to seek 
the Smith River District seat 
on the Patrick County Board 
of Supervisors in the upcoming 
November election.

Incumbent Doug Perry does 
not plan to seek reelection.

Roach, 70, said he decided to 
run because he feels the coun-
ty’s spending is out of control.

“Patrick County is a county 
of low-income people. Most 
people here are on fixed income 
where they just” have their 
“Social Security, and with this 
tax hike that they’re propos-
ing they’re going to tax people 
right out of their homes,” he 
said.

Roach said he assists and 
counsels about 15 local elder-
ly couples with their monthly 
budgets. After paying bills and 
buying necessities, he said 
some of them are left with only 
$8 at the end of the month.

“This tax increase is going 
to put them in the spot where 

either they buy food and pay 
for their prescriptions or don’t 
buy food. It’s just going to hurt 
them, and I just don’t under-
stand it,” he said.

Roach noted the county is 
about $36 million in debt and 
believes county leadership is 
worsening the situation.

If he moved to Henry County, 
just a few miles away, Roach 
said he could enjoy similar 
land, water, and natural fea-
tures while paying $0.17 less 
per $100 in real estate taxes.

As a man of faith, Roach said 
he also takes issue with what 
he sees as the moral implica-
tions of passing debt on to fu-
ture generations.

“What gives us the right to 
spend their money? Some of 
them aren’t even born yet, 
some of them haven’t even tak-
en a breath yet and we already 
have them millions of dollars 
in debt. If I was them, I’d leave 
when I got older too,” he said.

Currently, Malcolm Roach is unopposed in his bid for the Smith River 
District seat on the Patrick County Board of Supervisors.



www.henrycountyenterprise.comPAGE 8 • SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2025 • HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE

• More than 300 different species of 
bacteria are found in dental plaque.

• Bones found at Seymour Island 
indicate that 37 to 40 million years ago, 
penguins stood at a formidable 6 feet 
tall and weighed 250 pounds.

• PEZ candies were originally 
anti-smoking mints.

• World War II is known as “the bless-
ed war” to many Icelanders because the 
country has that conflict to thank for its 
independence.

• Jeanne-Genevieve Garnerin was the 
first female parachutist. In 1799, she 
jumped from a hot air balloon. This 
jump was recorded to be around 900 
meters high (over 3,000 feet). She was 
also one of the earliest women to fly in 
a balloon.

• In the 1920s and ’30s, many mov-
ie theaters had signs instructing ladies 
to “Please Remove Your Hats” to keep 
their elaborate headwear from blocking 
anyone’s view.

• Jeannette Rankin became the first 
female member of Congress in 1916, 
four years before the 19th Amendment, 
granting women the right to vote, was 
ratified.

• Mike Tyson saw Muhammad Ali’s 
last match at the age of 14 and got mad 
at Larry Holmes for beating Ali. Tyson 
called Ali on the phone and told him, 
“I’ll grow up and get him back for you.” 
Seven years later, Tyson met Holmes 
for a match, and the then-retired Ali 
stepped in the ring and said, “Remem-
ber what you promised.” Tyson made 
good on his vow in the fourth round.

• The platypus doesn’t have a stomach 
at all: Its esophagus goes straight to its 
intestines.

• Rainbows are full circles when 
viewed from a different perspective, 
and everyone sees a unique version 
depending on how their eyes perceive 
light.

***
Thought for the Day: “Whatever 

you can do, or dream you can do, begin 
it. Boldness has genius, power and 
magic in it.” — Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 

CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 708-7311 EXT. 

257   

STRANGE BUT TRUE #12345_20250512  

FOR RELEASE MAY 12, 2025

By Lucie Winborne  
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life and pro-Second Amend-
ment. Looking at the rights 
of victims more than looking 
out for the rights of crimi-
nals.”

Phillips said his time in 
Richmond has taught him 
the importance of relation-
ship-building.

“You have to be an honest, 
decent person if you’re going 
to get any bills passed and 
money back to your area,” 
he said. He emphasized the 
need for cooperation without 
compromising core beliefs. 
“I’ve been pretty successful 
in getting bills past.”

Phillips said he maintains 
strong working relationships 
with local leaders, including 
in Pittsylvania County, and 
spends significant time ad-
vocating for his district. His 
goal, he said, is to ensure 
residents continue to enjoy 
“a great place to live and 
work.”

Phillips serves on several 
boards and committees. He 
is a member of the Board of 
Directors for the Boys and 
Girls Club of the Blue Ridge, 
chair of the Henry County-
Martinsville Republican 

Committee, Region 6 vice 
chair of the 9th Congressio-
nal District, and a member of 
the Republican Party of Vir-
ginia’s State Central Com-
mittee.

He also is chairman of the 
City of Martinsville’s Indus-
trial Development Author-
ity, chairman-elect of the 
Martinsville-Henry County 
Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors, and serves on 
the chamber’s Executive 
Committee. In addition, he 
is a board member of the Up-
town Partnership, a Virginia 
Main Street organization, 
and serves on the Blue Ridge 
Innovation Corridor commit-
tee.

“Serving in the House of 
Delegates is a privilege that 
I do not take lightly. We ac-
complished a lot of what 
Governor Youngkin set out 
to accomplish this session, 
but there is still work to be 
done. I would be honored to 
earn your vote, and I am ex-
cited to continue working ev-
ery day to earn your trust,” 
Phillips said. 

Much of Phillips’ time is 
spent on legislative duties 

and community involvement.
“If you add all that togeth-

er, and you have two grand-
kids and one on the way, 
you don’t have a lot of time 
for hobbies,” he said. “When 
I am with my boys, I like to 
ride our four-wheelers, and I 
like to play golf when I have 
time, which is not enough.”

Phillips, his wife, Rebecca, 
and family attend the same 
church his grandparents 
helped establish, wand here 
Phillips said he met “the love 
of his life.” The couple have 
three children—Brandon, 
Tanner, and Lexi — and one 
grandson, Hutton. A second 
grandchild is expected soon.

“I will have three grand-
children. We are multiply-
ing; we are stimulating the 
economy all by ourselves,” 
Phillips said. He added that 
he goes by “Pop” and feels 
like a young grandfather, 
while his wife enjoys being a 
grandmother.

Phillips said he does not 
currently plan to debate 
Cartwright and will focus his 
campaign on traditional out-
reach methods to increase 
voter awareness. 

Phillips
(cont. from page 1)
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COUNTY OF HENRY
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a series of pub-
lic hearings has been scheduled for May 28, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Build-
ing, Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia. The purpose of these 
public hearings is to receive citizen input into the possible issuance of 
Special Use Permits for the following cases.
Case S-25-05 The Lamar Company, LLC
A request for a Special Use Permit was received under Section 21-215 
of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the construction 
of an off-site general advertising sign. The property is located on the 
south east side of Memorial Blvd, approximately 200’ north of Vir-
ginia Ave, in the Collinsville District, is zoned Commercial District 
B-l, as shown on Tax Map 41.2/28.
Case S-25-06 Wright’s Funeral Service and Crematory, LLC
A request for a Special Use Permit was received under Section 21-
302 of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the existing 
structure on the property to be used as a funeral home. The property is 
located at 1230 Oak Level Rd, and is better known as the former Bas-
sett Country Club, in the Reed Creek District, is zoned Agricultural 
District A-1, as shown on Tax Map 28.2/146,172,174,175.
Case S-25-07 Mercy Hill Church
A request for a Special Use Permit was received under Section 21-302 
of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the property to 
be used for a church camp that will include cabin groupings, a gym-
nasium, sporting clays, and an event center. The property is located at 
330 Max Kendall Rd, in the Iriswood District, is zoned Agricultural 
District A-1, as shown on Tax Map 9.8/4.
Case S-25-09 Sunbine Music Foundation
A request for a Special Use Permit was received under Section 21-302 
of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the property to 
be used as an event center. The property is located at 4220 Mountain 
Valley Rd, in the Iriswood District, is zoned Agricultural District A-1, 
as shown on Tax Map 34.7/21B,24C.
Case V-25-01 Kirby-Greer Enterprises, LLC d/b/a Cunningham Tire
A request for a Variance was received under Section 21-214 and 21-
905 of the Henry County Zoning Ordinance to allow for the instal-
lation of a business sign to be installed up to the side property line, 
instead of the required side setback of 10’. The property is located 
at 2020 Fairystone Park Hwy, in the Reed Creek District, is zoned 
Commercial District B-1 , as shown on Tax Map 27.3(15)/7-15,16A.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department 
of Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. JJ012037-17-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
HENRY COUNTY J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re HARRIS, SHAUNE LEE
HENRY-MARTINSVILLE DSS /v. WANDA RENEE GORDON
The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS OF WANDA 
RENEE GORDON TO HER SON, SHAUNE LEE HARRIS, BORN 
JUNE 22, 2009.

IT IS ORDERED that the defendant appear at the above-named 
Court and protect his interests on or before 06/30/2025 at 11:30 AM.

05/05/2025
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. JJ018230-06-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
HENRY COUNTY J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re BOWDEN, AVA MAY
HENRY-MARTINSVILLE DSS /v. ALISHA MARIE BOWDEN
The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS OF ALISHA 
MARIE BOWDEN TO HER DAUGHTER, AVA SOPHIA MAY, 
BORN DECEMBER 28, 2020.

IT IS ORDERED that the defendant appear at the above-named 
Court and protect his interests on or before 06/02/2025 at 3:30 AM.

05/05/2025
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. JJ018231-06-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
HENRY COUNTY J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re BOWDEN, MIA MAY
HENRY-MARTINSVILLE DSS /v. ALISHA MAE BOWDEN
The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS OF ALISHA 
MAE BOWDEN TO HER DAUGHTER, MIA BELLA SOPHIA 
MAY, BORN FEBRUARY 27, 2024.

IT IS ORDERED that the defendant appear at the above-named 
Court and protect his interests on or before 06/02/2025 at 3:30 AM.

05/05/2025
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

905 LIBERTY STREET 
MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA 
(CITY OF MARTINSVILLE)

In execution of a Deed of Trust signed by Frederick J. Wooden as sole Member and Manager of 1 Active 
LLC, dated December 5, 2023, and recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the City of Martins-
ville, Virginia, as Instrument #LR202301360, granting and conveying John P. Hance, Esq., Trustee and subse-
quent substitute trustees, William L. Kirby, III, Esq. and Panagiotis C. Kostopanagiotis, certain real estate, in 
trust, the undersigned Trustees will offer for sale at public auction on the front steps of the City of Martinsville 
Courthouse, 55 West Church Street, Martinsville, Virginia, on Monday, July 21, 2025 at 10:30 a.m., the 
improved real estate lying in the City of Martinsville, Virginia, and more particularly described as follows:

All those certain lots or parcels of land with improvements thereon located, situated in the City of 
Martinsville, Virginia, on the Westerly side of State Highway No. 108 (Figsboro Road), and being a 
portion of Lot 14 and all of Lots 15, 16, 17 and 18, as shown on a Map legended “Map of Property 
Belonging to C. A. Hodges and J. C. Eanes”, prepared by J. A. Gustin, CLS, dated May 9, 1946, 
and of record in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of Henry County in Map Book 3, page 10, 
to which lots are more particularly described as follows, to-wit: BEGINNING at a point on the 
West side of Highway No. 108, which point is 10 feet South of the dividing line between Lots 14 
and 15, as shown on the aforesaid map, and running off from said Highway S. 860 W. 180 feet to a 
point on the rear line of Lot 14, which is 10 feet South of the rear dividing line between Lots 14 and 
15; thence with said rear line N. 40 W. 117 feet to the Northernmost rear line of Lot 18, in an 
Easterly direction 183 feet to the West side of Highway No. 108; thence with the said Highway, S. 
40 E. 150 feet to the point of beginning, and being all of Lot 18, 17, 16, 15 and a portion of Lot 14, 
as shown on the aforementioned map. For further reference to those lots herein conveyed see that 
certain Plat for Finney & Company, prepared by W. C. Brown, C.L.S., dated January 25, 1956, 
and of record in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office in Map Book 4, page 85.
AND BEING the same property conveyed unto the Active LLC (now 1 Active LLC) by Deed dated 
December 5, 2023, and recorded in the City of Martinsville Circuit Court Clerk’s Office as Instrument 
#LR202301359, to which deed and map reference is here had for a more particular description of the 
property hereby conveyed.
Parcel ID Number: 000155300.
The sale is subject to conditions, covenants, restrictions, reservations, easements, rights of way and other 

matters of record applicable to the property, and the real estate taxes from the date of sale.
PROPERTY IS SOLD PURSUANT TO THE DEED OF TRUST TO THOMAS W. WRIGHT, JR. DATED 
DECEMBER 5, 2023, DATED AND RECORDED AS SET OUT ABOVE, IN THE ORIGINAL AMOUNT 
OF $260,000.00.
TERMS OF SALE: All cash.

A deposit of 10% of the sales price by bank’s cashier’s check payable to the Trustee is required of the 
successful bidder at the time of sale, with the balance due within fifteen (15) days of sale, time being of the 
essence. In the event of default by the purchaser, the deposit shall be forfeited and applied to the costs and 
expenses of sale and the Trustee’s compensation authorized by the Deed of Trust and the law in such cases,

All costs of conveyance, which shall be by Special Warranty Deed, examination of title, recording fees, 
notary fees, settlement fees and Grantor’s tax, to be at the cost of the purchaser. Neither the Trustee nor the 
secured party will be required to deliver possession of the property to the successful bidder.

The Trustee reserves the right to reject all bids and withdraw the property from sale, modify or waive the 
deposit requirements in whole or in part, and extend the period of time in which the purchaser is to make 
full settlement. Additional terms of sale may be announced at the sale. Any Trustee may act.

     William L. Kirby, Esq., Trustee
     Panagiotis C. Kostopanagiotis, Esq. Trustee 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
William L. Kirby, 111, Esq., Trustee
Panagiotis C. Kostopanagiotis, Esq., Trustee
106 East Main Street, Second Floor
Martinsville, Virginia 24112
276-666-1585 Telephone
276-666-4046 Facsimile

Legal 2 col x 5-1/2”
0510 0517

COUNTY OF HENRY
REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, the Henry 
County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearings on the 
following applications on May 27, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in the Sum-
merlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, Kings 
Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.
The purpose of these public hearings is to receive input into the pos-
sible rezoning of property. Following are the specifics of the public 
hearings.
Case R-25-06 Steve R. Martin; Steve Martin’s Family Properties, LLC
The property is located at 3119 Stones Dairy Rd, in the Blackberry 
District. The property is shown on Tax Map 26.7/97F, 26.7(11)/97R 
and part of 26.7(11)/A. The applicant is requesting the rezoning of 
approximately 8-acres from Agricultural District A-1 and Commercial 
District B-l to Limited Industrial District I-2. The applicant wishes to 
add approximately 2 acres to the existing property, add an equipment 
shed, and bring the remainder of the property into conformity with 
current zoning.
Case R-25-07 McArthur Lee
The property is located at 1690 Crestview Dr, in the Blackberry 
District. The property is shown on Tax Map 14.8/158,159,160. The 
applicant is requesting the rezoning of approximately 6-acres from 
Suburban Residential District S-R to Agricultural District A-1. The 
applicant wishes to construct a barn and to keep agricultural animals.
Case R-25-08 Luke Aaron Kanode
The property is located at 334 Centerville Rd, in the Iriswood District. 
The property is shown on Tax Map 56.4/15R. The applicant is request-
ing the rezoning of approximately 11.4-acres from Suburban Residen-
tial District S-R to Agricultural District A-1. The applicant wishes to 
construct additional accessory buildings, operate a home occupation 
under the proposed zoning, and to keep agricultural animals.
Case R-25-09 William B. Wimmer
The property is located on the north east side of Stones Dairy Rd, 
directly across from the intersection of Morningside Dr, in the Black-
berry District. The property is shown on Tax Map 25.8/235. The ap-
plicant is requesting the rezoning of approximately 1.483-acres from 
Mixed Residential District M-R to Rural Residential District R-R. The 
applicant wishes to place a manufactured home on the property.
The applications for these requests may be viewed in the Department 
of Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

Legal 2 col x 3”
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HENRY COUNTY PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REMOVE AN UNSAFE STRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER:
Gabriel Hernandez

Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is 
hereby given that the owner shall remove the structure which might 
endanger the public health or safety of other residents of the County 
on or before thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to 
do so will result in the County having to remove the structure and the 
cost or expense shall be charged to an paid by the owner and collected 
as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
  OWNER - Landowner: Gabriel Hernandez
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION 
 NUMBER -
 223 Bowens Creek Rd - Blackberry District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  13.8(000 )000 /108,
 Account Number - 176100000
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell, Jr.
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Legal 2 col x 3”
0510 0517

HENRY COUNTY PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REMOVE AN UNSAFE STRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER:
Nicole Smith-Fisher

Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is 
hereby given that the owner shall remove the structure which might 
endanger the public health or safety of other residents of the County 
on or before thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to 
do so will result in the County having to remove the structure and the 
cost or expense shall be charged to an paid by the owner and collected 
as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
  OWNER - Landowner: Nicole Smith-Fisher
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION 
 NUMBER -
 1799 Jarrett Drive - Blackberry District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  26.5(000 )000 /132,
 Account Number - 004790001
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell, Jr.
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Legal 2 col x 3”
0510 0517

HENRY COUNTY PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REMOVE AN UNSAFE STRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER:
Frankie E. Trail

Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is 
hereby given that the owner shall remove the structure which might 
endanger the public health or safety of other residents of the County 
on or before thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to 
do so will result in the County having to remove the structure and the 
cost or expense shall be charged to an paid by the owner and collected 
as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
  OWNER - Landowner: Frankie E. Trail
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION 
 NUMBER -
 3242 Blackberry Rd - Blackberry District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  26.5(004 )000A/034 ,35
 Account Number - 217115000
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell, Jr.
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

LEGALLEGAL

LEGALLEGALLEGAL

Thank you for reading Henry County Enterprise
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City school division announces 
leadership transitions for upcoming year 
Martinsville City Public Schools 

(MCPS) announced a series of lead-
ership transitions that will take ef-
fect July 1. These changes reflect the 
district’s commitment to fostering 
professional growth, strengthening 
instructional leadership, and plac-
ing dedicated educators in positions 
where they can best serve our stu-
dents. 

Several familiar faces will begin 
the 2025-2026 school year in new 
roles throughout the division. 

Bobby Dalton, a Martinsville High 
School graduate, is returning to his 
alma mater as assistant principal. 
Dalton previously worked at Mar-
tinsville High School before expand-
ing his professional experience in 
other districts. With more than 25 
years in education and deep roots in 
the community, he brings valuable 
leadership and insight that will ben-
efit both students and staff. 

Clarence Simington, currently 
serving as assistant principal at Mar-
tinsville High School, will transition 
to Central Office administration as 
the division’s Truancy and Dropout 
Prevention Specialist. In this role, 
Simington will work closely with 
school administrators, counselors, 
and directly with families to reduce 
dropout rates and support student 
success across all grade levels. 

Jill Holder, who has been the assis-
tant principal at Albert Harris Ele-
mentary School since 2022, will move 
to Martinsville Middle School, where 
she will take on the assistant prin-
cipal position. She brings nearly two 
decades of experience in education to 
the role having previously worked as 
a preschool and elementary teacher 
as well as instructional coordina-
tor before moving into her assistant 
principal role. 

Mark Toole, who has served as 
assistant principal at Martinsville 
Middle School since 2022, will join 
the Central Office team as Coordina-
tor of STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Math), CTE 
(Career and Technical Education), 
and Fine Arts. Toole taught math 
for 13 years at Martinsville High 
School, where he also coached the 

MHS MADAWGS Robotics Team. 
His leadership and knowledge will 
be key in expanding and enhancing 
CTE offerings to prepare students for 
college and careers. 

“I’m honored to take on this new 
role,” Toole said. “I’m excited to 
work with educators, industry part-
ners, and community stakeholders 
to strengthen our STEAM, CTE, and 
Fine Arts programs. Our goal is to 
empower students with the skills, 
creativity, and confidence they need 
to thrive in a dynamic global land-
scape and I look forward to doing 
what I can to help them succeed.” 

Barbara Brown, instructional coor-
dinator at Albert Harris Elementary, 
will become the new assistant prin-
cipal at Patrick Henry Elementary 
School. Brown has played a pivotal 
role in instructional planning and 
teacher support at Albert Harris and 
will bring that expertise to a new 
school community. 

Stephanie Boyd, assistant princi-
pal at Patrick Henry, will make the 
move to Albert Harris Elementary 
School, where she will serve in the 
same role. This move brings her ca-
reer at MCPS full-circle as she began 
her career with the district teaching 
at Albert Harris in 2008. 

Liz Lynch, an award-winning 
STEM teacher at Patrick Henry El-
ementary, will also join the Albert 
Harris team as Instructional Coor-
dinator. In 2024, she was selected as 
a finalist for the Presidential Award 
for Excellence in Mathematics and 
Science Teaching, the nation’s high-
est honor for K-12 STEM teachers. 

“I began my teaching career at Al-
bert Harris,” Lynch said. “I’ve had 
so many opportunities to grow with 
MCPS at various schools and I’m 
excited to bring these skills and ex-
periences back to Albert Harris as 
I continue to grow and support our 
students in this new role.” 

“These transitions represent our 
district’s ongoing commitment to 
excellence, leadership development, 
and student-centered decision-mak-
ing,” said MCPS Superintendent 
Dr. Zeb Talley. “We’re confident that 
each of these talented educators will 

thrive in their new roles and contin-
ue to make a positive impact on our 
students.” 

MCPS extends its gratitude to all 

administrators for their dedication 
and service and looks forward to a 
strong start to the new school year 
under their leadership.

GRASP awards scholarships to 
Martinsville, Patrick County students

Deniyah Hightower of Martinsville and Emily 
Stiltner of Patrick County were named Last Dol-
lar Scholarship recipients, and Na’Dasia Cobbs of 
Martinsville received a Community College Schol-
arship in a recent round of awards distributed by 
GRASP (Great Aspirations Scholarship Program, 
Inc.).

The nonprofit, college and career access orga-
nization—headquartered in Richmond—recently 
awarded 137 Last Dollar Scholarships totaling 
$154,500 and 83 Community College Scholarships 
totaling $83,000 to Virginia high school seniors 
graduating in 2025.

GRASP’s mission is to ensure that every stu-
dent has equal access to continuing education 
after high school, regardless of financial or social 
circumstances. During the 2024–2025 academic 
year, GRASP provided free, confidential, one-
on-one counseling in 113 Virginia high schools 
through a network of trained advisors.

More than 8,500 students were advised this year 
through in-person and virtual meetings, phone 
calls, emails, and texts. Advisors helped students 

and families navigate the financial aid process, 
including the completion of the FAFSA (Free Ap-
plication for Federal Student Aid) and the VASA 
(Virginia Alternative State Aid) application.

GRASP now serves schools across Virginia—
from Lee County in the southwest to Isle of Wight 
County in the east, and from Northumberland in 
the north to Patrick and Greensville counties in 
the south. Advisors are skilled in navigating the 
complexities of financial aid and share a strong 
commitment to expanding students’ access to post-
secondary education.

The organization’s scholarship and advising 
programs are made possible through continued 
support from donors and the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. Last Dollar Scholarships are awarded to 
at least one student at each GRASP-participating 
high school. Community College Scholarships are 
given to students planning to attend community 
college to earn a career certificate or transfer to a 
four-year college.

GRASP applauds the achievements of its 2025 
scholarship recipients. Many are the first in their 

families to pursue postsecondary education. All 
were recognized for their commitment to continu-
ing their education as a step toward future suc-
cess.

This year, GRASP will host seven regional 
scholarship luncheons in Warsaw, South Hill, 
Cedar Bluff, Staunton, Richmond, Hopewell, and 
Williamsburg. These events will honor scholarship 
recipients and students participating in the SOAR 
Virginia® program—a Virginia529 initiative that 
supports students in achieving their postsecond-
ary education goals.

Local legislators, school superintendents, and 
high school staff are also invited to attend the lun-
cheons. For information on which officials will be 
attending each event, contact pbuckley@grasp4va.
org. 

Founded in 1983 by Senator Walter Stosch and 
Dr. Ray Gargiulo, GRASP continues to work one 
day per week in each participating school. Free 
appointments can be made through the schools’ 
counseling offices. For more information, visit 
www.grasp4va.org.

Local triathletes power through 
White Lake competition

This past weekend a group of tri-
athletes from Martinsville and Hen-
ry County traveled to White Lake, 
N.C. to compete in a triathlon fes-
tival that had an international and 
sprint triathlon. An international 
triathlon is a 1,500 meter open wa-
ter swim, 28 mile bike and a 6.2 

mile run.  The sprint triathlon is a 
750 meter open water swim, 18 mile 
bike and a 3.1 mile run.  

Below are the results for the par-
ticipants’ age group and the distance 
in which they competed: (*Relay 
participants included Anna Wheel-
er, Tina Sharpe, and Vanya Davis)

Brad Kinkema		  Sprint			   2nd	 1:37.47 
Christina Kinkema		  Sprint 			  5th 	 1:59.46 
Robin Hurd			   Sprint				    2:34.00 
Leigh Reece 			   Sprint 			  1st 	 2:15.33
Pat Sharpe 			   International 		  4th 	 3:24.56
Christy Nester 		  International 		  3rd 	 3:11.30
Sophie Kendall 		  International   		 1st 	 3:20:00
Diamond Dog Divas* 	 International Relay 	 3rd 	 3:34.06  

Pictured from left to right, (front), are Sophie Kendall, Christy Nester, Robin Hurd, Christina 
Kinkema, Anna Wheeler, Vanya Davis, Tina Sharpe, Leigh Reece; (back) Brad Kinkema 
and Pat Sharpe.

Community mixer planned to kick off Project Hope 2025
The Harvest Foundation invites everyone to 

kick off this year’s Project Hope initiative at a 
community mixer on Saturday, May 17, from 10 
a.m. to noon at the Gravely-Lester Art Garden, 
located at the corner of Starling Avenue and Mul-
berry Road.

This free, family-friendly event is an opportu-
nity to learn more about the Project Hope grant 
program; connect with past grant recipients; 
workshop your own project ideas with program 
staff from The Harvest Foundation; and fellow-
ship with the community and share wonderful re-
freshments from Jen’s “Cakes with Personality.”

“These local hope builders have poured their 
time, heart, and energy into making our commu-
nity stronger,” said Latala Hodges, senior com-
munications and operating officer at The Har-
vest Foundation. “This is your chance to connect, 
learn more about what Project Hope is all about, 
and maybe even spark your own idea for bring-
ing hope to your neighborhood — your way. Bring 
a friend, your family, your questions, and your 
heart for service.”

Now entering its fourth year, Project Hope is 
a community engagement initiative that funds 
small, volunteer-led projects aimed at building 
stronger, more connected communities across 
Martinsville-Henry County. Grants are typically 
capped at $15,000 and must be completed within 
one year.

A 13-member committee of local “hope build-

ers” reviews all applications and allocates fund-
ing — keeping the decision-making power in the 
hands of the community.

This year, The Harvest Foundation is part-
nering with the Dan River Nonprofit Network 
(DRNN) to support applicants throughout the 
process. If you’re stuck on an idea, they can be 
your thought partner, guiding you through proj-
ect content and support with templates and 
resources to strengthen your grant proposal. 
Contact sheri@danrivernonprofits.org for more 
information.

The 2025 Project Hope Request for Proposals 
(RFP) is available at theharvestfoundation.org/
project-hope. For more information, contact India 
Brown at ibrown@theharvestfoundation.org or 
(276) 632-3329 ext. 112.

In case of weather-related updates to Satur-
day’s Project Hope Community Mixer, check The 
Harvest Foundation’s Facebook page here: www.
facebook.com/harvest.foundation.mhc.

Pictured are volunteers from Luna Moth Tattoo Studio’s 
Community Mural Painting Event at the Salvation Army on 
April 4. Funded in part by Project Hope, this event brought 
our community together in a beautiful way through art, 
connection, and shared purpose.

Pictured are volunteers from Luna Moth Tattoo Studio’s 
Community Mural Painting Event at the Salvation Army on 
April 4. Funded in part by Project Hope, this event brought 
our community together in a beautiful way through art, 
connection, and shared purpose.
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Career Academy FFA hosts second annual horse show

Students from the Henry County Career Academy FFA competed in the second annual horse show Saturday at the Patrick Henry Saddle Club, showcasing their horsemanship skills 
and agricultural knowledge.

Ceremony honors service through retirement of American Flags

By Taylor Boyd
Three American flags 

were formally retired 
during a ceremony held 
Wednesday, May 7, at the 
Henry County Veterans 
Retirement Center at Fair 
Haven Memorial Park. The 
event, which attracted vet-
erans from Patrick County 
as well, marked the cere-
monial opening of the coun-
ty’s new flag retirement 
center, created to honor 
and respectfully dispose of 
flags that have served their 
time.

Debra Buchanan, 
Horsepasture District rep-
resentative on the Henry 
County Board of Supervi-
sors, thanked Wright Fu-
neral Service & Crematory 
and the veteran service 
organizations whose con-
tributions made the new 
center possible.

“Your generous dona-
tions, your support, includ-
ing the purchasing of the 
flags, has made it possible 
to create a safe, respectful 
space where we can retire 
flags that have served our 
country with dignity,” Bu-
chanan said. “Your contri-
butions are a testament to 
the strength of our commu-
nity and the shared com-
mitment we all have to hon-
or those who have served in 
the armed forces.”

Buchanan emphasized 
that the ceremony and the 
new center are about more 
than the physical act of flag 
disposal—they are about 

preserving tradition.
“For generations, the flag 

has symbolized freedom, 
bravery, and the enduring 
spirit of our nation,” she 
said. “The need to properly 
retire old, worn out flags is 
an essential part of show-
ing our respect for those 
values.”

The retirement center, 
Buchanan said, is one 
more example of the com-
munity’s collective effort to 
ensure veterans and their 
families are treated with 
continued respect.

“For one, it offers an or-
ganized, dignified process 
for retiring our flags, en-
suring that the tradition of 
respect and honor is main-
tained,” she said. “Beyond 
that, it will act as a gather-
ing place—a symbol in our 
community for pride and 

patriotism.”
Buchanan added that the 

center is also intended to 
educate and inspire.

“This retirement center 
will have a positive impact 
on our local community by 
offering opportunities for 
local youth, civic groups, 
and veterans’ organiza-
tions to participate in flag 
retirement ceremonies and 
also education programs. 
It will foster a great sense 
of community, unity, and 
pride,” she said.

She concluded her re-
marks by reflecting on the 
deeper meaning behind the 
American flag.

“In addition to celebrat-
ing the flag, this ceremony 
also celebrates the values 
of sacrifice, dedication, and 
service it represents,” Bu-
chanan said. “May this flag 

retirement center be a bea-
con of respect, patriotism, 
and pride for many years to 
come.”

Martinsville Mayor L.C. 
Jones echoed Buchanan’s 
sentiments, describing the 
event as a dignified way to 
dispose of flags and honor 
their symbolism.

“The flag retirement cer-
emony is a beautiful thing 
that allows the flags to be 
properly disposed of with 
grace and dignity,” Jones 
said. “All the individual 
companies and individuals 
who donated to make this 
thing possible, thank them 
and thank everything you 
guys are doing for our com-
munity.”

Scott Koebel, recruiting 
sales manager for Wood-
menLife, explained the 
methods of proper flag re-

tirement.
“There are two ways to 

retire and honor American 
flags—by fire or by burying 
it,” he said. “If you choose 
that route, that hole is 
deep, it’s six feet like we 
bury our dead. We’re going 
to do ours by fire today.”

During the ceremony, 
the flags were carefully de-
constructed. The red and 
white stripes were separat-
ed and distributed among 
attendees, who solemnly 
placed the red stripes into 
the fire first, followed by 
the white. The blue fields 
with stars were placed in 
last by members of the lo-
cal Veterans Honor Guard.

Those in attendance 
stood in silence and salut-
ed the flags as they burned, 
honoring their service to 
the nation.

Henry County Board of Supervisor member Debra 
Buchanan, of the Horsepasture District, spoke at 
the flag retirement ceremony on May 7.

Members of the local Veterans Honor Guard placed the blue fields in the fire.

Martinsville Mayor LC Jones (fourth from left) said the ceremony allowed the flags to be 
retired with grace and dignity.

Many of those in attendance saluted as the flags were retired.

Thank you for reading Henry County Enterprise

www.henrycountyenterprise.com
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Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

Your Local pass 
to the pArty!

Scan the QR code to 
grab your BOGO tickets!

Valid until Wed, May 21 
or while supplies last.

bit.ly/BOGORW15

ROOSTERWALK.com

This is your year!
Haven’t been to Rooster Walk before?

45+ bands on 6 stages

Beautiful, safe outdoor venue

Incredible food & local beverages

Kids 12 & under get in free

Voted Best Music Venue by YOU!
��

��

��

❤ 

BOGO SINGLE-DAY TICKETS 
AVAILABLE NOW!

One for You - One for a Friend - ON US!

May 22-25, 2025

Pop’s Farm - Martinsville, VA

ROOSTER WALK 15

Elks Lodge invests in community
The Martinsville Elks Lodge recently made donations to several community groups, including:

Fostering Champions – donated 
$1,000 to Fostering Champions, a 
501©3 nonprofit, whose focus is to 
support teens in foster care, who of-
ten find themselves abandoned and 
neglected by the public, along with 
aiding aging out children to help 
them from becoming homeless, incar-
cerated, or trafficked.  This is a local 

group that was founded by a former 
foster child, Bobby Canipe. There 
are two homes for aged out fosters 
in Rocky Mount, VA and they have 
just broken ground for a new home 
in Martinsville. They are looking for 
anyone who may want to donate to 
help with the Martinsville home or 
help with the building project. 

Henry County Public Schools 
Career Academy – donated 72 
pair of safety glasses for the HVAC/
Industrial Maintenance and Agri-

science Programs at the Career 
Academy.  These tools help foster 
workplace safety and empower stu-
dents to excel in their fields. 

Pictured are Exalted Ruler, Robin Byrd; Career Academy Director, Brittany Brummitt; Past 
Exalted Ruler, Robert Stegall; Trustee Chairman, Allen Cobler.

All Vets – donated $1,000 to All 
Vets, a local 501(c)3 Veterans group, 
to support their efforts in our commu-
nity as well as their upcoming 2nd an-
nual Henry County Memorial Ruck 
Walk on Saturday, May 24 starting 
and ending at Jack Dalton Park.  
The group will be traveling 22 miles 
across Henry County.  Community 
members can join the group at Jack 
Dalton Park at 2pm and walk the fi-
nal lap for a Walk of Remembrance.  

Flags can be purchased for just $10 
each to memorialize Veterans and 
the flags are carried on the Memo-
rial Ruck trek.  All Vets is a group of 
United States military retirees, veter-
ans, and active duty members, as well 
as military families and patriotic citi-
zens who have come together to honor 
our fallen military and strengthen 
the living.  All funds raised in Henry 
County stay in Henry County to sup-
port local veterans. 

Pictured are Exalted Ruler, Robin Byrd; All Vets Treasurer, Sharon Ortiz Garcia; All Vets 
President, Patrick Rodgers; All Vets Committee Chair, Careen Rodgers; Past Exalted Ruler, 
Robert Stegall; and Trustee Chairman, Allen Cobler.

Martinsville Henry County 
Warming Center – donated 
$1,500 to the MHC Warming 
Center to be used to support the 
homeless in our area through 

the months the shelter is closed. 
Ms. Nancy packs her van and de-
livers meals, clothes, ChapStick, 
socks, toiletries and many other 
items. 

Pictured are Exalted Ruler, Robin Byrd; MHC Warming Center volunteer, Nancy McMillian; 
Past Exalted Ruler, Robert Stegall; and Trustee Chairman, Allen Cobler.

Pictured are Elks Exalted Ruler, Robin Byrd; Fostering Champions Founder and President, 
Bobby Canipe; Trustee Chairman, Allen Cobler; and Past Exalted Ruler, Robert Stegall.

Patrick & Henry Community 
College - donated 50 pairs of welding 

glasses and 60 pairs of safety glasses 
to the school’s Welding Program.

Pictured are Exalted Ruler, Robin Byrd; P&HCC Welding Program Director, Randy Smith; 
Past Exalted Ruler, Robert Stegall; and Trustee Chairman, Allen Cobler.

Grace Network Toy Drive - 
donated $1,000 to the Grace Net-
work and Martinsville Speedway 
2025 Toy Drive.  The group buys 
and collects toys all year so that 

they are able to ensure that every 
child they serve receives gifts dur-
ing the holiday season, a simple 
gesture that can make a world of 
difference. 

Pictured are Trustee Chairman, Allen Cobler; Exalted Ruler, Robert Stegall; Toy Drive 
volunteer, Donna Floyd; and Past Exalted Ruler, Robert Stegall.


