
Austin’s Second Chance 
focuses on men’s mental health

By Jessica Dillon
Terrance Harris, ex-

ecutive director and 
founder of Austin’s 
Second Chance, is 
working to fill a gap 
he saw in the com-
munity: support for 
men’s mental health. 
The nonprofit also of-
fers classes as part of 
its mission to build a 
safer, healthier com-
munity.

“Our mission is to 
build and create a 
comprehensible, social 
and need-based net-
work for young men to 
utilize within the local 
community to address 
mental health con-
cerns,” Harris said.

Harris’s journey into 
men’s mental health 
advocacy began in 
high school, when his 
close friend Austin 
died.

“He was very close 
to a very dear friend of 
mine. And so his loss 
and his death affected 
me very deeply, which 
is why I started Aus-
tin’s Second Chance,” 
Harris said. “I started 
the charity in honor 
of him, in hopes not 
only to get his mes-
sage out—to basically 
speak about how he 

died—but more or less 
to stop other people 
from hopefully finding 
that same way of end-
ing.”

The organiza-
tion is led by Harris 
alongside a dedicated 
board. Elizabeth Cart-
er serves as president, 
Mary Compson as pro-
gram director, Ariel 
Johnson as vice presi-
dent, and Tony Davis 
is on the board.

“We have so many 
members on our board 
who are committed to 
growing this initiative 
here that I’m so happy 
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Supervisors deadlock on solar 
siting, advance major PSA project

By Taylor Boyd
While the Henry County Board of 

Supervisors were unable to reach 
consensus on solar development, 
they united behind a significant 
infrastructure investment during 
the Tuesday, Aug. 26, meeting, and 

unanimously approved a $6 mil-
lion allocation to the Public Service 
Authority (PSA) to support a major 
expansion of public water service 
along Horsepasture Price Road.

The county’s $6 million contribu-

This map illustrates the water expansion along Horsepasture Price Road.

Council rejects calls to 
release investigation; raises 

interim manager’s pay 
By Jessica Dillon
Martinsville City 

Council voted Mon-
day, Aug. 26, against 
releasing an internal 
investigation report 
that led to the re-
moval of former City 
Manager Aretha Fer-
rell-Benavides. The 
decision drew sharp 
criticism from two 
council members and 
from residents who de-
manded transparency.

The vote deepened 
tensions that have 
divided council for 
months, and continues 
after Ferrell-Bena-
vides’ ouster, raising 
new questions about 
accountability in city 
government.

Council members 
Aaron Rawls and Ju-
lian Mei urged their 
colleagues to make the 
report public, arguing 
that citizens deserve 

to know why the ac-
tion was taken.

“You deserve to 
know,” Rawls said. 
“I’m going to give you 
my word that you are 
going to find out any-
way.” He warned that 

the community is 
“dealing with bad peo-
ple” and insisted that 
disclosure is necessary 
to restore public trust.

Mei said withhold-
ing the report further 

Patty Covington reads an email to council from frustrated 
citizens.

Bassett High’s new fieldhouse hailed as symbol of pride and persistence
By Jessica Dillon
Henry County Pub-

lic Schools held a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony 
on Aug. 22 to celebrate 
the opening of the new 
athletic fieldhouse at 
Bassett High School.

Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Amy Blake-
Lewis, members of the 
Henry County School 
Board, Delegate Eric 
J. Phillips, Supervi-
sor Garrett Dillard, 
former principals, 
coaches and commu-
nity members joined 
together for the event.

Blake-Lewis empha-
sized that the project 
was years in the mak-
ing and made possible 
through the county’s 
1% sales tax referen-
dum. She called the 
facility a “point of 
pride” and a symbol of 
community support.

“This project repre-
sents more than just 
bricks and mortar. It 
is the culmination of 
years of planning, per-
sistence, and a shared 
vision for what our stu-
dents and community 
deserve,” Blake-Lewis 
said. “It symbolizes 
pride in our students, 
pride in our schools, 
and pride in our com-
munity’s future. To 
our student-athletes: 
may this space inspire 
you to work hard, 
dream big, and con-
tinue the tradition of 
excellence that makes 
Bassett High School 
so special.”

She also thanked 
RRMM Architects, 
Quality Construction 
and the school sys-
tem’s facilities team 
for their work in com-

The Bassett High School Field House ribbon cutting took place at a preseason game Aug. 22, with Phillips, Martin, Vice 
Chairman Ben Gravely, and members Champ Hardie, Cheris Whitlow and Elizabeth Durdin among those participating in 
the ribbon cutting.

Warner discusses Medicaid, 
ICE, climate at King’s Grant

By Jessica Dillon
U.S. Sen. Mark Warner visited 

King’s Grant retirement communi-
ty on Aug. 27, where he addressed 
issues ranging from Medicaid and 
Social Security to immigration en-
forcement and climate change.

Warner said the so-called “Big 
Beautiful Bill” could have major 
impacts on health care in Virginia.

“Medicaid is not just about poor 
people. Sixty-seven percent of folks 
who are on long-term care in Vir-
ginia are on Medicaid,” Warner 

said. He noted that a requirement 
to qualify for Medicaid is to spend 
down nearly all personal resources 
“until you’re almost broke.”

He said the bill could remove 
300,000 Virginians from Medicaid.

“Not only are we going to lose 
300,000 folks, it’s also going to 
start cutting Medicare benefits as 
well because the way Medicaid 
and Medicare work together — if 
you undermine one, you under-
mine the other,” he said.

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner speaks at King’s Grant retirement community on Aug. 27.

Terrance Harris, executive director of Austin’s Second 
Chance.

� (See Council p. 5)� (See Supervisors p. 9)

� (See Bassett p. 2)

� (See Austin’s p. 6)� (See Warner p. 11)
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pleting the project.
Henry County School 

Board Chairman Ted-
dy Martin praised the 
support of the com-
munity in helping the 
fieldhouse come to life.

“On behalf of the 
Board, we are grate-
ful to the support of 
the community and 
the many who have 
dedicated themselves 
to making this day 

possible,” Martin said, 
adding the board was 
“thrilled” to mark the 
occasion with many, in-
cluding Curtis Millner 
and Dr. Joe DeVault, 
both former board 
chairman. “We look 
forward to many years 
of use of this amazing 
addition to Bassett 
High School and soon 
celebrating many more 
achievements here and 

throughout the divi-
sion.”

Bassett High Prin-
cipal Michael Minter 
said the building will 
serve students and 
athletes for years to 
come.

“This incredible facil-
ity is more than just a 
building,” he said. “It 
is a symbol of Henry 
County Public Schools’ 
commitment to excel-

lence, a home for our 
athletes, and a space 
for our entire school 
to gather and build 
spirit.”

The new fieldhouse 
includes lockers, re-
strooms, showers and 
offices for coaches. Fu-

ture plans include a 
television system for 
coaches to review game 
footage.

“Because of your 
commitment, we were 
able to provide our stu-
dents with facilities 
that match their tal-

ents, their dedication, 
and their potential,” 
Blake-Lewis said. “To-
gether, we are build-
ing more than facilities 
— we are building op-
portunities, character, 
memories and pride for 
generations to come.”

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Bassett
(cont. from page 1)

County hosts state leaders for tour 
of future Mayo River State Park 

Henry County recently welcomed 
a distinguished group of state and 
local leaders to tour the potential fu-
ture site of Virginia’s next state park 
along the scenic Mayo River.

The visit marked a significant 
milestone in the county’s ongoing 
effort to formally establish the park 
and secure state support for its devel-
opment. 

The delegation included Virginia 
Secretary of Natural and Historic 
Resources Stefanie Taillon, Deputy 
Secretary Corey Scott, and Direc-
tor of the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation Mat-
thew Wells. They were joined by Del-
egates Eric Phillips (48th District) 
and Wren Williams (47th District); 
Jim Adams, Chairman of the Henry 
County Board of Supervisors; Debra 
Buchanan, Horsepasture District 

Supervisor; and representatives from 
the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR), the Eco Ambassa-
dor Council, the Harvest Foundation, 
the Dan River Basin Association, and 
the Martinsville Henry County Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 

The group toured key areas of the 
future park, including the stunning 
confluence of the North and South 
forks of the Mayo River—an ecologi-
cally and historically-significant fea-
ture that represents the heart of the 
site. One of the highlights was a visit 
to Byrd’s Ledge, a breathtaking rock 
formation located along the Virginia 
trail that showcases the natural 
beauty and recreational potential of 
the area. 

Following the tour of the Virginia 
side, the delegation crossed into 
North Carolina to explore the exist-

ing Mayo River State Park via the 
Deshazo Mill Access. The North Car-
olina park has served as a successful 
model for natural preservation and 
recreation, offering a glimpse of what 
is possible for the Virginia side with 
the proper investment and planning. 

“This was a tremendous opportu-
nity to showcase the unique natural 
and cultural resources of the future 
Mayo River State Park,” Adams said. 
“The visit not only strengthened our 
partnerships with state leaders but 
also emphasized the importance of 
securing funding to make this park 
a reality for residents and visitors 
alike.” 

Henry County is currently working 
with DCR and other partners to com-

plete the master planning process, 
with a long-term vision of developing 
public access, recreational amenities, 
educational programming, and con-
servation efforts across the property. 
The Co

The Mayo River property, origi-
nally acquired in 2003, spans nearly 
600 acres and represents a vital piece 
of the region’s outdoor recreation and 
conservation strategy. The park is 
expected to bolster tourism, improve 
quality of life, and support environ-
mental stewardship in Southside 
Virginia. For more information about 
the Mayo River State Park Master 
Plan, visit https://www.dcr.virginia.
gov/recreational-planning/mr-mas-
terplan.

State and local leaders toured the convergence of the North and South forks of the Mayo 
River as part of a tour of the Future Mayo River State Park. From left to right: Del. Eric 
Phillips (48th District), Del. Wren Williams (47th District), Virginia Secretary of Natural 
and Historic Resources Stefanie Taillon, Henry County Administrator Dale Wagoner, 
Horsepasture District Supervisor Debra Buchanan, Henry County Board Chairman Jim 
Adams.

Byrd’s Ledge. A rock feature on the North Fork at the state line is known as Byrd’s Ledge, 
in honor of William Byrd, who in October 1728 camped there and wrote in his journal about 
the natural beauty of the area.

Two grants for surveillance 
cameras awarded to P&HCC

Patrick & Henry Community College (P&HCC) has 
received two grants to support surveillance camera 

upgrades on campus. 
P&HCC received $47,149 for sur-

veillance camera upgrades from Vir-
ginia Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services (VDCJS) and $10,000 
from the Virginia Help Eliminate 
Auto Theft (HEAT) Fund to purchase 
surveillance cameras for monitoring 
ingress/egress at one of P&HCC’s re-
mote sites as well as surveillance of 
several of the campus’s parking lots 
and roadways. The camera to be in-
stalled at the remote site is equipped 
with license plate identification capa-
bilities. 

“Not only will this enhance the se-
curity and safety of P&HCC’s cam-
pus, but it will also boost the security 
of the service region and allow the 
campus to assist law enforcement in 
the city of Martinsville and Henry 
County, Virginia. We look forward 
to implementing these technology 
resources to increase the overall se-
curity of our campuses,” said Eric Ar-
rington, P&HCC’s Director of Tech-
nology.

P&HCC expects several immediate 
benefits to campus security thanks 

to the VCDJS and HEAT grants, in-
cluding improved surveillance capa-
bilities for campus police, decreased 
time spent searching through video 
archives and performing real-time 
tracking of a subject; use of vehicle, 
people, and license plate data to assist 
neighboring, state, and federal police 
forces; and real-time alerting (face, 
vehicle, license plates) to ensure that 
P&HCC employees, students, and 
visitors are safe from known crimi-
nals or persons of interest.

P&HCC has a robust surveillance 
system in place, including a cloud-
based camera management and stor-
age solution, which, partnered with 
upgraded surveillance equipment, 
ensures a more high functioning sur-
veillance system across campus that 
will enhance security. Additionally, 
P&HCC has a recognized and accred-
ited police force, with 5 law enforce-
ment officers and 3 security officers. 
Patrick & Henry Community College 
Police Department’s mission is to pro-
vide a safe and secure campus for the 
community.

P&HCC’s Police Chief Gary Dove monitors campus cameras from the campus police 
department.

Students, athletes and other dignitaries also participated. 

Many helped celebrate the completion of the new Field House at Bassett High School. 

Many helped celebrate the completion of the new Field 
House at Bassett High School. 

Blake-Lewis was among 
those addressing the crowd. 
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Two arrested after search warrant served in Bassett

The Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office Spe-
cial Weapons and 
Tactics (SWAT) Team 
executed a narcot-
ics search warrant 
on August 20 at 241 
Penrose Drive, Bas-
sett. The warrant was 
obtained as a result of 
an ongoing investiga-
tion led by the Sher-
iff’s Office Vice Unit 
and Drug Interdiction 
Unit, which was ini-
tiated after multiple 
complaints were re-
ceived from commu-
nity members regard-
ing suspected illegal 
drug activity at the 
residence. 

When deputies ar-
rived to serve the 
warrant, they en-
countered a male 
subject at the front 
door. A female sub-
ject was later discov-
ered hiding beneath 
a trap door under 
the bathroom sink 
that provided access 
to the crawlspace of 
the trailer. Both were 
taken into custody. 

Investigators deter-
mined that both sub-
jects had previously 
outstanding warrants 
for their arrest. In 
addition, a search of 
the residence result-
ed in the seizure of 

suspected fentanyl, 
methamphetamine, 
and cocaine, along 
with a stolen firearm. 

Digital scales, am-
munition, and a led-
ger containing names 
were also located. All 
suspected narcotics 
and evidence recov-
ered will be submit-
ted to the Virginia 
Department of Foren-
sic Science for analy-
sis. 

James Joshua Rum-
ley, 34, was charged 
with three counts 
each distribution of 
Schedule I/II Drugs, 
possession with the 
intent to distribu-
tion of Schedule I/II 
Drugs, and one count 
each possess Sched-
ule I/II drug while 
possessing a firearm 
and possession of a 
stolen firearm.

Elizabeth Lynn 
Robertson, 45, was 
charged with proba-
tion violation.

More charges are 
pending against both 
individuals as the in-
vestigation continues, 
according to a release.

The Henry Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office 
thanked the com-
munity for providing 
the tips that directly 
led to the execution 

of this search war-
rant. Anyone with ad-
ditional information 
regarding illegal drug 

activity is encouraged 
to contact the Sher-
iff’s Office at 276-
638-8751 or through 

Crimestoppers at 
276-632-7463. The 
Crimestoppers pro-
gram offers rewards 

up to $2,500 for infor-
mation leading to the 
arrest and conviction 
of suspects.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

			  Sports Schedule
The following are the dates and times of local high school teams and 

their games for the week of September 1-6:
	 9/2	 2pm		  Golf			   Bassett - match at Kinderton GC
		  2pm		  Golf			   Magna Vista – match at Kinderton GC
		  6pm		  Boys Soccer		  Carlisle at SVA
		  7pm		  Volleyball			  Patrick County at Bassett
	 9/3	 1pm		  Golf			   Martinsville at Carroll County (Olde Mill GC)
		  5pm		  Cross County		  Bassett at Tunstall
		  5pm		  Cross County		  Magna Vista at Tunstall
		  5pm		  Boys Soccer		  The Covenant at Carlisle
		  6:30pm		  Volleyball			  Magna Vista at Morehead
		  7pm		  Volleyball			  William Fleming at Martinsville
	 9/4	 6pm		  Volleyball			  SVA at Carlisle
		  7pm		  Volleyball			  James River at Bassett
	 9/5	 5:30pm		  Boys Soccer		  Eastern Mennonite at Carlisle
		  7pm		  Football			   Bassett at Gretna
		  7pm		  Football			   Martinsville at Magna Vista
	 9/6	 9am		  Cross Country		  Bassett at Cave Spring (Green Hill Park)

(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Tuesday before the desired 
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)

Meetings

Thursday, September 4
Henry County School Board meets - 5:30 p.m., 

followed by closed session, at Mount Olivet El-
ementary School, 255 Lancer Lane, Martinsville.

Tuesday, September 16
City Council Meeting, 7 p.m., Municipal Build-

ing, 55 W. Church St., Martinsville.

Events

Friday, August 29
Haircuts by Clark’s Cuts, professional, licensed 

beautician, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., upstairs at the Bas-
sett Ruritan Club, 277 Philpott Dam Road, Bas-
sett. Suggested donation is $15. All proceeds ben-
efit the Bassett Ruritan Club. Walk-ins welcome.

Saturday, August 30
Celebrate Labor Day in Fieldale with Firework 

at Fieldale Pool, 8:30 p.m. Pool open 10 a.m. – 9 
p.m. Rain date is August 31. 

Disaster Food Relief Ministry to hold yard sale, 
8 a.m. – 2 p.m., at Bassett food distribution site, 
24 Gov Stanley Hwy, Bassett. Held rain or shine 
- inside if rain. All proceeds help to purchase nec-
essary food & supplies to continue feeding those 
in need in Patrick and Henry counties. Call Starr 
Nicholas 804-761-7766 for more information.

Friday, September 5
Fido’s Big Basement Sale, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 119 

E Main St, Martinsville.

Saturday, September 6
Ham and Egg Breakfast, 7 – 11 a.m., Coun-

try ham, eggs, sausage, bacon, gravy, biscuits, 
pancakes, apples, coffee and juice; $10 per per-
son at Bassett Volunteer Fire Department, 3735 
Fairystone Park Hwy., Bassett.

Martinsville Historical Society Public Grand 
Opening, 3-8 p.m., 1 E. Main St., Martinsville.

Bassett Heritage Festival, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
town of Bassett.

Wednesday, September 10
Join moderators Natalie Hodge and Jennifer 

Reis for a public listening session about Pied-
mont Arts. Share your thoughts on the future of 
the museum and how it can positively impact the 
community, 6-7 p.m. at Piedmont Arts. More info 
at PiedmontArts.org. 

Saturday, September 20
Rangely Ruritan Breakfast, 7-10 a.m., 134 Cal-

loway Drive, Fieldale. Donations accepted. Eat-
in or take out. Proceeds go towards community 
projects.

Lord’s Acre Sale at Ridgeway Methodist 
Church, 160 Church St, Ridgeway, 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. All proceeds supporting local missions. 
Country Breakfast is $9 for adults and $5 for 
children under 10. Hot Dogs will be available 
for $3 each. Crafts, baked goods, fresh produce, 
plants, and canned goods will be available for 
purchase.  The monthly free community break-
fast will resume October 18.

Ongoing

BINGO on Mondays, Horsepasture Volunteer 
Fire Department, 17815 A.L. Philpott Highway, 
Ridgeway. Doors open at 5 p.m., games start at 7 
p.m. Concessions are available. 

Uptown Pub Run, Mondays at 6.p.m., meets at 
The Ground Floor, Martinsville. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth Tues-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Pacific Bay 
Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth Blvd, Martins-
ville.

The Bassett Ruritan Club, 277 Philpott Dam 
Road, Bassett, hosts breakfast on the 2nd Sat-
urday of each month, $9 for adults, and $4 for 
children under 12. All you can eat, sausage, fried 
bologna, eggs, cooked apples, sausage gravy, bis-
cuits, made-to-order pancakes, coffee, and juice. 
Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist Church 
on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge Re-
gional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 403-
5430 to register. 

Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music & 
More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play Rook, 
work puzzles, make a craft and listen to a mix-
ture of bluegrass, country & gospel music by dif-
ferent bands each week. Free to the public, but 
donations will be used by the club to pay for elec-
tricity etc.

The Fontaine Ruritan Club hosts Bingo every 
Tuesday, 1903 Joseph Martin Highway, Mar-
tinsville. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and games be-
gin at 7. Money from Bingo supports community 
service awards, scholarships, and other commu-
nity efforts. 

Bingocize at Spencer-Penn Centre. Play Bingo 
and prevent falls with simple exercises. This free 
class is offered Tuesdays at 10 a.m.

Chair Aerobics at Spencer Penn Centre, Tues-
days at 9 a.m. with Judi Perrin; $5 fee, 45 min-
utes of exercise, strength building and fun. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tuesdays 
at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public Library, 
3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New members 
are welcome. For more information, call Patti 
Farmer (276) 358-0489. 

The Henry County Adult Learning Center of-
fers free in-house and online classes to help pre-
pare for college, career, or earn your high school 
equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-9585.

The Martinsville-Henry County Democratic 
Committee meets on the first Thursday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. at New College Institute 
on Fayette Street (park on Moss St.). RSVP at 
mhcdcva.org/meeting-rsvp for Zoom link.

The Martinsville -Henry County Republi-
can Committee meets on its summer schedule. 
Watch online at  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2041797322550450. 

Farmers’ Market at Spencer Penn Centre, 
Thursdays 4-6 p.m. under the pavilion.

Neighbors in the Know. Join staff and volun-
teers in the Hylton Library at the Spencer Penn 
Centre for activities and socializing on the third 
Monday of each month, 10-11 a.m. This free pro-
gram is perfect for all ages. Registration is not 
required.

James Joshua Rumley Elizabeth Lynn Robertson A trap door in the bathroom provided access to the 
crawlspace.

Suspected drugs, firearm, ammunition, digital scales, and the ledger recovered during the search are pictured. If your name happens to be in that ledger, you may want to speak with 
the Drug Interdiction Unit at the sheriff’s office.
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A) Labor Day and B) 
Ukrainian Situation
Throughout our coun-

try’s history, the Ameri-
can worker has con-
stantly made important 
contributions.

American industry, 
powered by the great 
contributions of the 
workforce, helped our 
progression to be a 
global economic pow-
erhouse. This dynamic 
duo of industry and the 
world’s best workforce 
developed our work-
force’s skillsets and re-
sources and ushered in 
national prosperity and 
wealth.

Without the worker, 
we could not build our 
cities and towns, supply 
Americans with goods 
and services nor sup-
port our communities.

The American worker 
also served as a cata-
lyst in our war effort in 
World War II. Rosie the 
Riveter captures the 
spirit of the American 
workforce during that 
era.

Thanks to their ef-
forts, America stands as 
the model nation in the 
world. Our communi-
ties run on the sweat of 
our workers.

Labor Day is about 
the worker, and I am 
proud to live in a pow-
erful country strength-
ened by the heart and 
soul of the American 
workforce. 

As President Ronald 
Reagan put it: “I would 
match the American 
worker against any in 
the world.”

Some of our labor and 
innovative triumphs 
are memorialized in the 
U.S. Capitol.

Historical figures 
known for their inven-
tions, such as Benjamin 
Franklin and Robert 
Morse, are honored.

In other Capitol 
works, the Wright 
Brothers are recognized 
for their role in the birth 
of aviation.

Aviation has led to 
great economic growth 
in the American econ-
omy. According to 
Airlines for America, 
commercial aviation 
accounts for 5% of U.S. 
GDP.

August 19th marked 
National Aviation Day!

But without the 
American workforce, 
there would not be a 
National Aviation Day.

As our workforce con-
tinues to make tremen-
dous strides, I wish you 
a happy and relaxing 

Labor Day weekend.
Russia and 

Ukraine
The prospects of end-

ing the Russia-Ukraine 
War have improved by 
President Trump’s re-
cent efforts.

President Trump 
held a summit in Alas-
ka with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to 
discuss a pathway to 
peace.

After that summit, 
Trump felt enough 
progress was made that 
he could move another 
step forward. He held a 
meeting just days later 
at the White House 
with European leaders, 
including Macron of 
France, Starmer of the 
United Kingdom, Merz 
of Germany and Ukrai-
nian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy.

Through these talks, 
further ideas about 
peace negotiations were 
advanced.

As of this writing, 
Trump is working to 
set up a bilateral sum-
mit between Putin and 
Zelenskyy. Should that 
meeting go well, then a 
final trilateral meeting 
involving the United 
States would be in play.

A major tenet of the 
peace discussions con-
cerns security guaran-
tees for Ukraine.

However, Ukraine 
is no stranger to deals 
that involve security 
guarantees.

In a 1994 agreement 
known as the Buda-
pest Memorandum on 
Security Assurances, 
Ukraine forfeited its 
nuclear weapons in 
exchange for indepen-
dence and freedom from 
threats or uses of force 
against their sovereign-
ty.

At the time, Ukraine’s 
nuclear weapons stock-
pile was the third larg-
est in the world!

Bill Clinton signed the 
memoranda on behalf 
of the United States. 
The United Kingdom, 
Ukraine and Russia all 
signed it. China and 
France signed similar 

agreements.
Russia violated the 

Budapest Memoran-
dum when it annexed 
Crimea in 2014. Presi-
dent Barack Obama did 
little to punish Putin for 
this move.

Then in 2022, after 
President Joe Biden 
failed to show strength 
in Afghanistan, Russia 
launched a full-scale 
invasion into Ukraine, 
where fighting remains 
more than three years 
later.

Given this history, 
Ukraine will appropri-
ately be very cautious 
with how it proceeds in 
peace discussions where 
security assurances are 
given.

Will they trust the 
United States? The 
United Kingdom? 
France?

What will these se-
curity guarantees look 
like? Will they be simi-
lar in scope to those 
agreed upon in the 1994 
Budapest Memoran-
dum? Or will be they 
stronger?

If the United States 
makes promises, will 
we live up to the prom-
ises outlined in this new 
agreement?

Should we commit to 
an armed conflict with a 
nuclear Russia? I do not 
think we should.

Further, I would 
hope we would not 
give a “blank check” 
to Ukraine. “Blank 
checks” are how Europe 
went from the assas-
sination of Archduke 
Ferdinand directly into 
World War I.

As the above his-
tory shows, weakness 
and ambiguous “blank 
checks” invite further 
and potentially larger 
conflicts.

Therefore, any agree-
ment should be clear 
and unambiguous.

I believe American 
strength and decisive-
ness result in peace and 
a more stable world.

President Trump de-
serves credit for project-
ing American strength 
in the pursuit of peace.

OPINION
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Beyond the bridge, where 
strangers aren’t welcome

He was having fun 
exploring on the four-
wheeler, but I was ner-
vous.

Our family didn’t go 
on the other side of the 
bridge. We went up to 
the bridge, sure; and, 
in fact, when the old 
bridge was falling apart 
and an ambulance couldn’t get to 
a cabin where there was a medi-
cal emergency, my parents headed 
the road campaign to raise money 
for a new bridge and oversaw its 
construction. But we didn’t often 
travel beyond that bridge. 

“The people on this side of the 
bridge are different,” I warned 
him, as my parents had warned 
me. “They don’t like strangers on 
this road.”

“It’s a road,” he said, zooming 
noisily along the long distances 
between secluded private drive-
ways.

“There’s a cabin!” I alerted. We 
were on a driveway.

“We’d better git!”, he replied, 
turning around at the closest op-
portunity.

We drove back down the road 
and parked near the bridge - on 
the safe side of the bridge, “our” 
side, of course. We wandered 
along the little river, clambering 
on rocks and looking at plants.

My heart sunk when I heard the 
sound of another four-wheeler. 
We’d never get back to ours in 
time to drive away. Instead, we 
went up to face the music.

A man in his seventies in a 
harsh acrid accent asked us what 
we were doing there. My compan-
ion, in gently rolling Georgian 
intonations, cheerfully explained 
that he just took me out to look 
at ferns and mosses at the creek, 
and that we were staying the week 
with my parents at the top of the 
mountain. 

The man gave lectures about 
strangers going on the private 
road and that they are not wel-
come. These people here keep to 
themselves.

After a little back-and-forth, the 
man lightened up and got friendly.

“They call me the sheriff,” he 
said. “No one ever comes up here, 
so someone hears a noise, every-
one calls each other and I go check 
it out. In the winter, when her 
parents aren’t here, I drive up to 
their place to make sure no one is 
there that isn’t supposed to be.”

He told stories of catching in-
truders, and prosecuting some 
based on photographs taken by 
hidden trail cameras.

“This place isn’t what it was. 
Used to, people would come up 
here and go home. Now we got all 

kinds of people.
“They’ve started coming here 

from New Jersey. NEW JERSEY!
“That one over there,” he said, 

gesturing back, “is from South 
Carolina. They aren’t hardly ever 
here.

“But the ones beside me are 
NUDISTS,” he said. “They walk 
around buck naked. I know we 
have a lot of woods between our 
properties, but I can’t even take 
the grandchildren for a walk any-
more. You never know what you’ll 
see.”

My companion nodded and 
agreed and said, “I know how it 
is.”

But then the man talked about 
how, other than the nudists and 
the people from New Jersey, that 
this secluded area of woods in 
the North Country, bordering the 
6-million-acre Adirondack State 
Park, was heaven on earth.

“I don’t know why her parents 
even had electricity put in,” he 
said, gesturing at me. “What a 
waste of money, when we have ev-
erything we could possibly want 
just by solar panels and genera-
tors.”

In fact, for the first 15 years af-
ter they had built their cabins, my 
parents had everything fully lit, 
with a gas-operated refrigerator 
and washer and dryer, so it was 
all very comfortable. However, 
when electricity lines became pos-
sible, they indulged, looking for 
more convenience to their comfort. 

“After all,” the unofficial sheriff 
continued, “I don’t have electricity 
but I can power everything I need. 
My old lady and sit in our reclin-
ers and watch TV all night long.”

Well, that’s one thing my par-
ents don’t have: TV. When you 
have the grandeur of the moun-
tains, creeks, lakes, campfires, 
ferns, tall trees, fireflies and luna 
moths, who would want to ruin it 
with the noisy, flashy intrusion of 
television?

The old man backed off, indicat-
ing he’d leave us alone, but not 
without a parting shot:

“They call me the sheriff up 
here,” he said. “If anyone hears 
anything, they call me.”

We waved good-bye, and got 
back on our four-wheeler, and 
went to look at ferns a bit closer 
to our place.

Holly 
Kozelsky

Make America Safe 
Dr. Glenn Mollette 
I would love to go back to Washington, 

D.C. and feel like my wife and I could safely 
stroll the city at 9:00 or 10:00 at night. Actu-
ally, I would like to feel like we could safely 
walk the city at 10:00 in the morning. I am 
grateful that President Trump is taking a 
pro-active approach to making D.C. as safe 
as possible. 

In 2024 there were over 14 million crimi-
nal offenses reported in the United States. 
(US Crime statistics, Bing.com) 

How many cities, towns or even rural ar-
eas do you feel safe in today? My son and I 
were in NYC a few years back. We toured 
the Empire State building and it was almost 
1:00 in the morning by the time we left the 
building and started looking for New York 
pizza. We walked back to Times Square 
and of course there were still people out 
but not that many. There wasn’t a minute 
that I wasn’t constantly looking around and 
wondering if we were safe. We had a good 
evening but it’s aggravating to have to be 
concerned. 

What town or community in America can 
we go and not have to be concerned? Even in 
the smallest villages in America, who knows 
if there is a mentally deranged person out 
and about looking for something bad to do 

or someone to hurt? Drunks and drug heads 
drive our roads. The mentally sick choose 
unpredictable times to unleash their prob-
lems on unsuspecting victims. 

From just recent events, we know that you 
might be shopping at a Target store, sitting 
in a classroom, worshiping in your church or 
just walking down the street for something 
bad to happen to you or any of us. No one is 
immune in any place in America. 

It hasn’t always been this way. I remember 
that I was a child when my parents started 
locking the doors of our house. There was a 
time we didn’t even lock the doors. That was 
another era. Wouldn’t you love to once again 
live in a country or an area where you felt 
so safe that you didn’t bother with locking 
your doors? Wouldn’t it be great if you didn’t 
have to lock them during the day? What if 
you didn’t have to keep a loaded gun close by 
or even lock your car? 

Wouldn’t that be a wonderful world? 
Criminals stole 2969 cars in D.C. in 2024 

and 2944 cars so far in 2025. This is bad for 
everyone, the victims, the insurance compa-
nies and the city. 

God bless President Trump for trying to 
make America and D.C. safe again. I pray 
that God enables him to make every town in 
America a place where we feel safe. 
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Community Chronicles

By Jarred Marlowe
In the main section of the Hairston 

family cemetery at the Beaver Creek 
plantation rest the graves of twenty-
one Hairston family members who 
passed away while the family owned 
the property. But there are two graves 
in that same section that do not belong 
to the Hairstons, at least not by blood. 
Those two stones belong to Surry and 
Esther, an enslaved couple whose story 
quietly lives on in the history of Beaver 
Creek.

Surry and Esther lived on the Beaver 
Creek plantation during the mid nine-
teenth century. As is true with most 
enslaved people, very few records exist 
of their daily lives. However, through a 
handful of family writings, we are able 
to piece together small but meaningful 
glimpses into who they were.

One example comes from Ann Hair-
ston, who owned Beaver Creek with 
her husband, Marshall. She once sent 
Surry into town for cheese. Rather 
than returning with something ordi-
nary, Surry came back with the finest 
cheese he could find. Ann noted that it 
cost more than she would have paid, 
but she also wrote that Surry was the 
best servant they had.

Surry’s responsibilities went far be-

yond errands. He served as Marshall 
Hairston’s personal assistant and trav-
eled with him each fall to Mississippi, 
where Marshall managed another 
Hairston property called Billy’s Creek. 
They would spend the winter there 
preparing for the coming year before 
returning home in the spring. In Mar-
shall’s letters back to Virginia, he often 
closed with a postscript that said, “Tell 
Esther that Surry sends his love and is 
doing well.” Those words reveal a de-
votion that distance and circumstance 
could not diminish.

The Civil War changed everything. 
Billy’s Creek was burned near the 
war’s end, most likely by Union troops. 
Marshall later wrote that he and Sur-
ry remained until they could hear the 
Yankee guns. Back in Virginia, the 
war came even closer to Beaver Creek 
when Stoneman’s cavalry clashed less 
than a mile away. At the time, Confed-
erate General Jubal Early, Marshall’s 
cousin, was recovering from pneumo-
nia at the plantation. It was Surry who 
warned Early that Union soldiers were 
near and urged him to flee. Early later 
recalled that Surry even misled Union 
troops, claiming that Early had just 
ridden out of town in the opposite direc-
tion. Early escaped capture, was given 
three hundred dollars in gold by his 
cousins, and departed for Mexico.

When the war ended in 1865, eman-
cipation came to all who had been en-
slaved. By Christmas, most of the freed 
people at Beaver Creek had left to 
begin new lives in Henry County and 
beyond. But two remained, Surry and 
Esther. Marshall and Ann arranged for 
them to be formally married and gave 
them a home on the property, where 
they continued to live and work along-
side the family.

We do not know exactly when Surry 
and Esther died. What we do know is 
how deeply they were respected. They 
were buried not in a separate ground, 
but inside the Hairston family cem-
etery itself, only a few plots from Mar-
shall, Ann, and the children Esther had 
likely helped raise. Their gravestone is 
simple, inscribed only with “Surry and 
Esther,” and decorated with a carved 
symbol of two hands joined together.

Surry and Esther, together in life, 
and together in death. dhall@theenterprise.net

OPINION
Regarding the weird creeps

Last weekend I went to a big box 
hardware store to buy some paint. As 
I was waiting on the paint mixer, I was 
subjected to a nearby conversation.

A man was telling another man — 
a stranger, from what I could gather 
based on context clues — about The 
Transgender Menace.

According to this fellow, our nation 
is in the midst of a crisis. Tiny children 
are getting hormone replacement ther-
apy (HRT) and changing their gender. 
It’s being encouraged by their teachers 
and parents. It’s mental illness tak-
ing the form of a fad. Something must 
be done! They’re already here! You’re 
next! You’re next! And so forth and so 
on.

First off, the man’s argument was 
factually inaccurate, as only the small-
est percentage of people are getting 
HRT before the age of 18, and then 
only with parental permission and a 
letter of support from a mental health 
professional. As for those 18 and older, 
I feel that if you’re old enough to join 
the military, you’re old enough to make 
any other personal decision. 

Secondly, there is nothing I feel so 
passionately about that I feel the need 
to accost a random stranger about it in 
the paint aisle. On the other hand, I try 
to have a personality that isn’t based 
on angrily reacting to the latest propa-
ganda-fueled stalking horse, so maybe 
I’m the wrong person to ask. 

I know several trans people, includ-
ing a few I count as friends. I’ll admit, 
I don’t understand what it’s like to feel 
that you were born in the wrong body. 
However, it seems to me that there 
are a lot of things I don’t understand 
— Bernoulli’s principle, the Cyrillic 
alphabet, the sudden proliferation of 
Labubus — but that doesn’t mean they 
aren’t real. Whether I understand it or 
not, planes continue to take flight, Bul-
garians continue to speak Bulgarian, 
and backpacks continue to be adorned 
with weird little bunny gremlins. 

Whenever I hear someone spewing 
hate toward trans people, whether it’s 
coming from a dude in the paint aisle 
or the people elected to hold the high-
est offices in the land, there’s always 
a temptation to argue back with facts. 
It’s tempting to cite the statistic that 
fewer than one percent of trans people 

regret transitioning, or bring up that 
trans and non-binary people are well 
documented throughout history and 
are nothing new. 

However, I think the better argu-
ment is much simpler:

Getting worked up over what strang-
ers may or may not be doing to their 
bodies is weird and creepy. 

It’s not just me, right? What’s wrong 
with these people? Ten years ago, if 
you blocked the paint aisle to rant 
about children changing genders, peo-
ple would assume you were deeply and 
perhaps dangerously mentally ill, and 
they would be right to do so. How has 
this become normalized?

I am fortunate to have many friends, 
and barring any war injuries, I assume 
they all have various parts that they 
conceal from public view for the sake of 
propriety. The amount of time I spend 
thinking about those parts or what they 
do with them is zero. This is because I 
am not a weird pervert. If I did spend 
a lot of time thinking about those parts 
or dictating what my friends are al-
lowed to do with them, I expect I would 
have a lot fewer friends and probably 
end up on a list of some sort.

Isn’t this country at least nominally 
supposed to be about freedom? Where’s 
the freedom in controlling the deeply 
personal decisions that law-abiding cit-
izens are allowed to make? Seems like 
Communism to me. 

For all the talk of people brainwash-
ing children into becoming transgen-
der, there’s only one dangerous group 
of people in this country who are con-
trolling what others can do with their 
bodies. They call themselves the Su-
preme Court. 

By Ben R. Williams

Column Sponsored by:  Dr. Mensink 

Savory September brings 
Wild West-themed fun to 

Piedmont Arts on Sept. 26
The event will feature country music by Matt Boswell 

and food by local chefs
Saddle up for some rootin’, tootin’ 

fun at Savory September: Wild, Wild 
West from 6:30-9:30 p.m., Friday, 
Sept. 26, at Piedmont Arts. 

This Wild West-themed fundraiser 
for Piedmont Arts will feature themed 
dishes and custom cocktails prepared 
by a stable of local chefs, including:

- Anne Compson, Mary Compson, 
Brad Johnson and Janet Lewis 

- Blanche and Tom Mahoney, Ester 
and Buz Schilbe and Barb and Guy 
Stanley

- Holly Burton and Tyler Lacy
- Kat and Dave Kitzmiller of Be 

Wiched
- Lori and Burr Fox and Julia and 

Blake Shumate
- Ouss Sahhar and Kerry Smith
- Page Beeler, Cindy Edgerton and 

Beth Sibbick
- Rachel and Shannon Cox and Don-

na and Jimmy McGarry
- Susan Critz, Judy Dashoff and 

Marty Gardner
- TAD Tavern
Guests can kick up their boot heels 

to live music by country and western 
artist Matt Boswell. Boswell is from 
Southern Virginia, where he grew 
up playing bluegrass and traditional 
country. He is an accomplished singer-
songwriter and has shared the stage 
with artists such as Brad Paisley, 

Blake Shelton, Montgomery Gentry, 
Dwight Yoakam and Terri Clark. His 
latest release, “The Way I Am,” con-
nects traditional and contemporary 
country music and features everything 
from heartfelt ballads to barn-burning 
country anthems.

The event also offers guests the 
chance to test their grit with Wild 
West-themed games and a 50/50 raffle. 
The winner of the raffle will split the 
pot with Piedmont Arts. Raffle tickets 
are $20 each or $100 for six. They can 
be purchased in advance at Piedmont 
Arts and online at PiedmontArts.org. 
Raffle tickets will be available for pur-
chase during the event.

Suggested attire for the event is 
“Western flair,” and guests are en-
couraged to incorporate denim, fringe, 
rhinestones and, of course, cowboy 
boots and hats into their outfits.

Admission tickets are $50 per per-
son and include food and drinks. Tick-
ets are on sale now at Piedmont Arts 
and PiedmontArts.org.

This event is sponsored by Diver-
sified Trust, VisitMartinsville, Alli-
ance Bee, Ameristaff, Bassett Office 
Supply, Children First Pediatrics of 
Virginia, P.C., Martinsville Eyecare, 
Sandy River Equestrian Center, Col-
linsville Printing Co. and Draper 
Flowers & Gifts.

Savory September is an annual fall fundraiser that supports Piedmont Arts exhibits and 
programs in Martinsville-Henry County. For more information on Piedmont Arts, visit 
PiedmontArts.org.

Jarred Marlowe is a local resident and 
historian. He is a member of the Col. George 
Waller Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, the Blue & Gray Education 
Society, and the committee chair for the 
Martinsville-Henry County 250 Committee. 
He may be reached at marloweja15@gmail.
com.

Council
(cont. from page 1)
erodes confidence.

“I think a great deal of damage has 
been done in the community and to 
specific people, and I think if I was 
in the public and witnessing this, I 
would want to know what happened,” 
he said.

Calling the ongoing turmoil ex-
hausting, Mei added, “This has been 
the worst eight months of my life. It’s 
like I’m playing Twister all the time 
— I don’t even know where my arm 
is.”

Rawls vowed to continue press-
ing for the report’s release, saying he 
would “never” stop raising the issue.

Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson and 
Council member Rayshaun Gravely 
voted against disclosure, citing ad-
vice from the city attorney. Mayor LC 
Jones abstained. He later explained 
that was on advice of legal counsel. 

Two residents also pressed council 
to release the report.

Patty Covington read aloud an 
email signed by 122 citizens.

“Citizens feel disrespected and tak-
en advantage of,” she said. “Taxpay-
ers deserve to know the good, the bad, 
and the ugly about what’s been going 
on in our local government.”

The council approved increasing 
Interim City Manager Rob Fincher’s 
pay to $150,000 a year. A formal con-

tract is being prepared.
City employees who assume addi-

tional duties are typically entitled to 
a 5 percent pay increase, but Lawson 
said council felt that was not enough.

“We didn’t feel it was sufficient,” 
she said.

Mei defended the higher salary 
after some residents questioned the 
move, noting, “It’s substantially less 
than the former, I might add.”

In other business, council:
*Heard a presentation on increas-

ing the city’s tree canopy over the 
next 10 years.

*Approved the second reading of 
budget appropriations for debt ser-
vices.

*Appointed two new members to 
the Board of Appeals and one to the 
Southern Area Agency on Aging 
Board of Directors.

*Approved a $55,000 grant match 
for a Lifepak 35 to replace cardiac 
monitors.

*Adopted a reimbursement resolu-
tion for Electric Fund financing, with 
a maximum possible amount of $3 
million, though the city is not obligat-
ed to borrow that amount.

*Approved Martinsville’s participa-
tion in the national opioid settlement 
and a resolution on opioid-related 
crimes against the Sackler family.
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and proud to see the work that they 
do,” Harris said.

Harris was raised by his single 
mother, Gladys Gravely, who in-
spired him to make positive chang-
es in the world. As he pursued his 
master’s degree and moved through 
different stages of life, the idea for 
Austin’s Second Chance began to 
take shape.

“I finally decided to start writing 
the story about Austin’s life. I’m 
currently working on a script called 
“Color,” which is about a mother 
and father dealing with grief and all 
the problems that come with losing 
their only child from an accident to 
drug overdose,” Harris said.

Writing the film, he explained, 
became part of his own healing pro-
cess.

“I’m doing the work for me to heal. 
How can I do the work for others to 
heal? How can I help others?” Harris 
said. “Shouldn’t you try to save the 
next set of Austins?”

Harris said he realized there were 
not many resources specifically di-
rected toward men, particularly 

young men, who are struggling with 
mental illness.

“I looked and I researched, and I 
realized that in our community, there 
are not really many male-centric or-
ganizations that help with men, espe-
cially young men, dealing with their 
mental illness,” he said.

That realization helped shape the 
charity’s mission.

“We’re growing up in a community, 
in a world where we are now tell-
ing men that they should feel their 
emotions,” Harris said. “The charity 
is working to support mental health 
events for men to help equip the 
community with resources to better 
themselves.”

Harris said the organization wants 
men to know that help is available.

“If there is anyone out there who is 
struggling and dealing with suicidal 
thoughts or ideas, please reach out. 
Please reach out,” he said. “We will 
get you to the services. We will figure 
it out.”

Community members can learn 
more at www.austinssecondchance.
com.

schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation 

estimate. Plus get 20% off! 
Seniors and military save 

an additional 10%. Restric-
tions apply, see represen-

tative for warranty and offer 
details

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac 

Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 

FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-

gest lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 

Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaran-

teed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer – up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-

sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 

off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 

materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney (Facebook). 757-490-

Woodwrx
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile, 

closet & garage organizers, 
repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- Referenc-

es. Bob Morehouse Phone: 
276-930-1703 Cell: 561-
881-8292 E-Mail: Bob@
Woodwrx.net Website: 

Woodwrx.net.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 

Promote your upcoming 
auctions statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target 
audience. Call this paper 

or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Installed! Starting at 
$350 Call 804-739-8207 
for More Details!  Ronnie 
Jenkins II Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters!  

FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products! 

SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-

stant shade at the touch of 
a button. Transform your 
deck or patio into an out-
door oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call now 

and SAVE $350 today! 
1-844-746-2332 

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter is the most advanced 
gutter protection for your 

home, backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 

transferrable warranty. Call 
today 1-877-614-6667 to 

SERVICES

Submit your community news and 

photos to dhall@theenterprise.net 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination 

based on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, 
limitation or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
paper are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly ac-

cept any advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

Puzzle Answers!
Austin’s
(cont. from page 1)

Call 276-694-3101 for more information.

See more at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Be sure to like the Henry County Enterprise 
on Facebook

0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hil-
tonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 

three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get paid. 

Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-844-216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 

and data. No con
tract and no hidden fees. 

Unlimited talk and text with 
flexible data plans. Pre-

mium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-262-5564
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the city/county lines …   

To read more about 
these and other stories, 

check out 
Henry County Enterprise at 
www.henrycountyenterprise.com.

Hospital leaders eye reopening as county finalizes 
EMS partnership

Braden Health officials say 
they are working toward re-
opening Stuart Community 
Hospital by the end of the 
year, before its certificate of 
public need (COPN) expires. 
At the same time, Patrick 
County has approved a con-
tract to transition its paid 
emergency medical staff to 
Patrick County EMS, a move 
leaders say will strengthen 
services without diminishing 
support for volunteer agen-
cies.

The dual efforts represent 
two of the most significant 
health care developments for 
Patrick County in decades: 
restoring its hospital and 
reshaping its emergency re-
sponse system.

Under the agreement ap-
proved by county officials, 
Ambulance Services of Lex-
ington, Inc., doing business 
as Patrick County EMS, will 
take over management of 

the county’s paid EMS staff, 
known as Station 8, by the 
end of the calendar year.

Current employees will be 
offered positions with Pat-
rick County EMS, ensuring a 
seamless transition, accord-
ing to a county release is-
sued Monday. The company 
has also pledged $2 million to 
enhance local operations, in-
cluding the purchase of new 
ambulances and advanced 
training for personnel. Pat-
rick County EMS and Braden 
Health will handle their own 
direct billing, which county of-
ficials say will streamline op-
erations.

The county will continue to 
employ an Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator, who 
will oversee disaster response, 
serve as liaison between vol-
unteers and the Board of Su-
pervisors, and manage EMS 
grants, training, and opera-
tional support.

Braden Health Revenue Cycle Director Larry Henson gave a tour to volunteer fire and EMS 
and other community members.

Town receives positive result from 2024 audit

The Stuart Town Council 
learned it received an unmod-
ified opinion, or positive re-
sult, from its 2024 audit at its 
Wednesday, Aug. 20, meeting.

As part of the audit, both a 
qualified and an unmodified 
opinion on the financial state-
ments were issued.

For the unmodified opin-
ion, Town Manager Bryce 
Simmons said the business-
type activities, which include 
water, sewer and sanitation 
funds, received the positive 
rating.

“The audit also identified 
several material weaknesses 
in our internal controls. For 
audit adjustments, the town 
has historically relied upon 
the auditors to make material 
adjustments to the financial 
statements, which indicates a 

weakness in our internal con-
trol,” Simmons said.

He noted this is something 
he has been working on over 
the past year.

“If you remember, when 
we first went to our financial 
management system, a lot of 
the information could not im-
port from our old system to 
our new system. We had six 
months basically of informa-
tion that was in the system, 
but didn’t click exactly right. 
They had to make a lot of 
journal entries. That has been 
done for the audit itself,” he 
said.

Simmons said the audit also 
noted a lack of proper segrega-
tion of duties, as a single em-
ployee has been responsible 
for most accounting functions 
for the town.

One Family Productions member Chris Prutting asked the Stuart Town Council for a 
donation for the upcoming Front Porch Fest 16.

Sheriff’s Office K-9 Crash is barking up the right tree
After a search and crimi-

nal apprehension in June, 
Patrick County Sheriff’s Of-
fice K-9 Crash is excited to 
get back into the field and 
continue being a respect-
able member of the “paw-
lice.”

Crash, a Belgian Malinois, 
has been with the depart-
ment since 2020. He previ-
ously served in Tazewell 
County as a narcotics dog.

Senior Deputy Dustin 
Dillon, who also is Crash’s 
handler, said Crash per-
forms basic patrols, track-
ing for human scent, area 
searches, article searches, 
apprehension and building 
searches for the office.

Since joining the depart-

ment, Dillon estimates 
Crash has been involved in 
about 50 cases, including 
search warrants, tracking 
and apprehensions.

“That don’t sound like a 
lot in five years, but there’s 
some K-9s that never really 
have one. Then of course 
you can’t just send him on 
anybody. There are stan-
dards to when I can actu-
ally use him,” he said.

Dillon said Crash is a big 
asset to the community, and 
notes there have been sev-
eral cases he believes would 
not have been successful 
without the dog’s tracking 
ability or his presence caus-
ing people to give up and 
surrender.

Senior Deputy Dustin Dillon, also a K-9 Handler, is pictured with Crash.

Be sure to like the 
Henry County Enterprise on Facebook

Thank You For Reading
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• The average lipstick has 293 swipes.
• In Missouri, if you are under 21, you 

can be charged with illegal possession 
of alcohol without even taking a breath-
alyzer test if you happen to be found 
taking out empty alcohol cans and bot-
tles in your trash.

• The first-ever Olympic Games was 
won by a chef.

• There is a fish (salema porgy) that 
when eaten causes severe hallucina-
tions lasting up to 36 hours. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, it served as a party drug 
during the Roman Empire.

• Warm and light colors appear clos-
er, while cool and darker colors appear 
farther away.

• Chloroform was once touted as 
an asthma cure. Unfortunately, this 
would eventually result in the deaths of 
patients who had overdosed during an 
asthma attack. 

• According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, at least 50% of ladder-related 
accidents involved individuals carrying 
items while they climbed. Additional-
ly, each year, more than 900,000 peo-
ple receive emergency room treatment 
from ladder-related injuries.

• Ninety-five percent of the average 
car’s lifetime is spent being parked.

• Biologists have found that plants 
exhibit competitiveness among strang-
ers of the same species, but are more 
accommodating toward their siblings.

• Left-handed people are more likely 
to use fountain pens.

• Tsutomu Yamaguchi was one lucky 
fellow. He was in Hiroshima for work 
when the first A-bomb hit, made it 
home to Nagasaki for the second, and 
lived to be 93.

• The eyes of the celestial eye goldfish 
are bigger than its stomach.

***
Thought for the Day: “It may be 

hard for an egg to turn into a bird: it 
would be a jolly sight harder for it to 
learn to fly while remaining an egg. We 
are like eggs at present. And you cannot 
go on indefinitely being just an ordi-
nary, decent egg. We must be hatched 
or go bad.” — C.S. Lewis

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

300 W. 57th STREET, 15th FLOOR, NEW 

YORK, NY 10019 

CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 708-7311 EXT. 

257   

STRANGE BUT TRUE #12345_20250825  

FOR RELEASE AUG. 25, 2025

By Lucie Winborne  

ADVERTISE!
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tion will help the PSA 
meet the financial re-
quirements tied to a 
Virginia Department of 
Health funding package, 
which includes a low-
interest loan and more 
than $3.3 million in prin-
cipal forgiveness. The 
total cost of the project 
is estimated at $8.5 mil-
lion.

Led by the PSA, the 
project includes the con-
struction of about 64,000 
linear feet of new water 
main. Once completed, it 
will create a redundant 
transmission route from 
U.S. 58 to the southern 
portion of the county’s 
water system, includ-
ing the Commonwealth 
Crossing Business Cen-
tre (CCBC).

“This project is a cru-
cial step forward in 
strengthening our infra-
structure to support con-
tinued growth at Com-
monwealth Crossing,” 
said Jim Adams, chair-
man of the Henry Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors, 
and of the Blackberry 
District. “When compa-
nies evaluate potential 
sites, they are looking for 
water systems that are 
reliable, resilient, and 
built for future expan-
sion. This investment 
ensures we stay competi-
tive and ready for the 
next opportunity.”

The expansion builds 
on recent industrial mo-
mentum at CCBC, which 
has attracted compa-
nies such as Press Glass 
and Crown Holdings. In 
2023, the state awarded 
$22 million for site devel-
opment at Lot 2 of CCBC 
and earlier this year pro-
vided $750,000 for pre-
liminary design work on 
Lot 3.

While a core focus is 
economic development, 
the Horsepasture Price 
Road project also brings 
relief to approximately 
265 potential residential 
customers who current-
ly lack access to public 
water. Testing revealed 
that more than a third of 
private wells in the area 
contain coliform bacte-
ria, and many residents 
report low yields or a 
complete lack of water.

“A lot of families along 
this road have struggled 
with unsafe or unreli-
able water for years,” 
said Debra Buchanan, 
of the Horsepasture Dis-
trict. “Some have had to 
haul water, others have 

drilled multiple wells 
just to get by. I am proud 
that we are finally able 
to bring them the secu-
rity and peace of mind 
that comes with public 
water. This is a mean-
ingful improvement to 
their quality of life, and I 
am grateful we can make 
it happen.”

“This project strength-
ens our ability to attract 
new industry while also 
solving real problems for 
families who have strug-
gled without reliable wa-
ter,” added Travis Pruitt, 
of the Ridgeway District. 
“It is the kind of invest-
ment that supports 
growth and improves 
lives at the same time.”

The PSA has pursued 
funding for more than 
a decade. With VDH fi-
nancing now in place and 
local support secured, 
construction is expected 
to begin in 2026 follow-
ing final engineering and 
permitting.

Solar Agreements
Votes on two proposed 

solar siting agreements 
were tied, and therefore 
did not pass. 

The first proposal was 
with Firebird Solar, 
LLC. 

Pruitt made a motion 
to approve, seconded by 
Garrett Dillard, of the 
Iriswood District. Pruitt, 
Dillard, and Adams sup-
ported. Vice Chairman 
Joe Bryant, of the Col-
linsville District, Bu-
chanan, and Pam Cobler, 
of the Reed Creek Dis-
trict, opposed it.

“A motion that results 
in a tie vote fails,” Ad-
ams explained.

The second proposed 
agreement, with Thun-
derbird Solar, LLC, also 
failed in a tie vote after 
a motion from Pruitt sec-
onded by Dillard. Pruitt, 
Dillard, and Adams sup-
ported it, while Cobler, 
Bryant, and Buchanan 
opposed.

Both Firebird and 
Thunderbird are subsid-
iaries of Catalyze, LLC, 
a renewable energy pro-
ducer.

County Attorney 
George Lyle said the 
companies plan to devel-
op a solar power facility 
in the Ridgeway District.

“They have obtained 
from the Henry County 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
a special use permit. As 
development and pro-
cess went on, and as 
negotiations for this sit-

ing agreement went on, 
they extended it through 
2026,” Lyle said.

He said state code al-
lows siting agreements 
between localities and 
developers, with part of 
the deal involving cash 
payments.

“In this case, Firebird 
has proposed to make 
installment payments as 
described in the agree-
ment of $75,000 after the 
site is fully developed 
and brought online,” he 
said.

If Thunderbird’s facili-
ty is built and brought to 
full capacity, payments 
of $125,000 would be 
made to the county.

Catalyze Project De-
velopment Manager Ed 
Switzer said the com-
pany currently operates 
225 megawatts of proj-
ects across seven states.

“On our stormwater, 
we did get our approval 
from the Virginia DEQ 
(Department of Envi-

ronmental Quality) for 
our design. We received 
all of our approvals from 
an engineering perspec-
tive,” he said.

Some residents near 
the proposed projects 
spoke against the agree-
ments.

Sam Brantingham, 

Legal 2 col x 5-1/2”
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Notice of Public Hearing
The City of Martinsville Planning Commission will meet on September 
15, 2025, beginning at 4:00 p.m. in Room 208 of the City of Martinsville 
Municipal Building located at 55 W. Church Street, Martinsville, VA, 
24112, for those parties in interest to the following request(s):

1) REQUEST for REZONE - Application of the City of Martins-
 ville requesting to rezone the following properties located along 
 Commonwealth Blvd. from ED-G, Economic Development-
 General, to C-C, Commercial Corridor to correct existing non-
 conforming uses (Tax Map #s: 23(01)00/21, 22(01)00/86 86A, 
 22(01)00/91, 22(01)00/90, 22(10)00/AR, 22(10)00/A1R, 
 22(10)00/B, 22(08)00/A, 22(08)00/A-01, 22(08)00/C-01),
 22(08)00/C-03, 21(06)00/C-04).
2) REQUEST for REZONE - Application of the City of Martins-
 ville requesting to rezone property located at 100 S. Jackson 
 Street from ED-I, Economic Development Intensive and C-C, 
 Commercial Corridor, to R-T, Residential Transitional to allow 
 for residential and commercial uses (Tax Map # 31(02)J/04, 
 31(02)J/03, 31(02)K/45, 31(02)K/44, 31(02)K/06).
3) REQUEST for REZONE - Application of the City of Martins-
 ville requesting to rezone the following properties from C-C, 
 Commercial Corridor, to R-T, Residential Transitional to correct 
 existing non-conforming uses (Tax Map #s 31(02)M/5A, 
 31(02)M/5B, 31(02)M/5C, 31(02)M/5D, 31(02)M/5F, 
 31(02)M/5E, 31(02)M/5G, 31(02)M/5H, 31(02)M/5L, 
 31(02)M/5K, 31(02)M/5J, 31(02)M/5SM).
4) REQUEST for REZONE - Application of the City of Martins-
 ville requesting to rezone approximately sixty-four (64) proper-
 ties located along Broad Street, Bridge Street, Railroad Street 
 and College Street from C-C, Commercial Corridor District, 
 C-N, Neighborhood Commercial District, and ED-I, Economic 
 Development Intensive, to R-T, Residential Transitional to 
 correct existing non-conforming uses.
5) REQUEST for REZONE - Application of the City of Martins-
 ville requesting to rezone property located at 500 Blue Ridge 
 Street from C-C, Commercial Corridor, to R-T, Residential Tran-
 sitional, to allow for residential and commercial uses (Tax Map #
 37(01)00/07A).

Questions or comments regarding this matter can be directed to Hannah 
Powell at hpowell@martinsvilleva.gov or (276) 403-5156.
Notice Submitted By:
Hannah L. Powell, CZA
Community Development Specialist

Supervisors
(cont. from page 1)
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING THE IN-
TENTION OF THE MARTINSVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED 
$3,000,000 PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF GENERAL OBLIGA-
TION BONDS AND ELECTRIC UTILITY REVENUE BONDS 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING IMPROVEMENTS TO 
THE CITY’S ELECTRIC UTILITY FACILITIES
Notice is hereby given that the Martinsville City Council will hold a 
public hearing in the City Council Chambers, Second Floor, City of 
Martinsville Municipal Building, 55 West Church Street, Martinsville, 
Virginia, 24112, on September 16, 2025, during a regular meeting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be called on the 
agenda, concerning the proposed issuance of general obligation bonds, 
electric utility revenue bonds or general obligation and electric util-
ity revenue bonds of the City of Martinsville, Virginia. The estimated 
maximum amount of the bonds to be issued is $3,000,000 and the 
proposed uses for which more than ten percent of the proceeds of the 
bonds is expected to be used is to provide funds to pay for costs of 
improvements, repairs and replacements to the City’s electric utility 
system including but not limited to a substation transformer, and relat-
ed legal, consulting and administrative fees. Persons may appear and 
present their views at the public hearing. If you should need auxiliary 
aids, please contact the Office of the City Manager at 276-403-5196 at 
least five (5) days in advance of the meeting.

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
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HENRY COUNTY PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REMOVE AN UNSAFE STRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER:
Gregory Shane Carr

Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is 
hereby given that the owner shall secure or remove the structure which 
might endanger the public health or safety of other residents of the 
County on or before thirty (30) days following this publication and 
failure to do so will result in the County having to secure or remove 
the structure and the cost or expense shall be charged to an paid by the 
owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landowner: Gregory Shane Carr
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION 
 NUMBER -
 108 Ridgecrest Ave. - Collinsville District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  29.7(057 )000 /018, 19-21
 Account Number - 180710000
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Legal 2 col x 5-3/4”
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL 
EQUIPMENT SERVICES WITH

OPERATOR SIGNUP
The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy 
equipment owners to sign up for the rental of their equip-
ment with operators for SNOW & ICE REMOVAL purpos-
es in Martinsville Residency which includes the counties of 
Henry, Patrick and Carroll during the winter of 2025-2026. 
Price per hour shall include operators, fuel, tire chains, 
supplies and required insurance. VDOT will need dump 
trucks, pickups with plows, motorgraders, backhoes, doz-
ers, track loaders, tractors, rubbertire loaders and farm trac-
tors. All equipment shall be equipped for night work and be 
in good mechanical condition to ensure a safe and depend-
able 24/7 operation. VDOT reserves the right to determine 
acceptability of equipment size and condition for the task. 
Contractors submitting prices meeting the requirements of 
the Agreement may be contracted with and may be eligible 
to receive a bonus payment and a minimum guaranteed 
payment for the season.
Contractors must submit their application on the electronic 
M7B bidding site at https://plow4va.vdot.virginia.gov. All 
new and returning Contractors must be active in the Virginia 
eProcurement Portal (eVA) in order to do business with the 
Commonwealth of Virginia (https://eva.virginia.gov).
Applications received by 7:00 PM on Thursday October 
2, 2025 may be eligible for a bonus payment. See the 
EVA posting for additional information, including con-
tract requirements.
Questions can be directed to the Martinsville Residency 
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday - Friday. 
Phone: 276-629-2582
Email: SalemDistrictSnow@vdot.virginia.gov
EEO/AA Employer

LEGAL

LEGAL

�(See Supervisors p.10)
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ABC NOTICE
M & S MART, LLC, trading as M 
& S MART, LLC, 3090 A L Phil-
pott Hwy, Axton, Virginia. The 
above establishment is applying 
to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
AUTHORITY for a Retail Spe-
cialty Establishment Application, 
Convenience Store, Wine, Beer, 
Consumed Off Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages.
Saeed Saba, President
NOTE: Objections to the issuance 
of this license must be submitted 
to ABC no later than 30 days from 
the publishing date of the first of 
two required newspaper legal no-
tices. Objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
(800) 552-3200.     COL-4800376

Legal 2 col x 1-1/2”
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION  Case No. JJ018659-01-00
Commonwealth of Virginia  VA. CODE § 8.01-316
HENRY COUNTY J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re RODRIGUEZ MEJIA, DANIELA E
YOLANDA MEJIA DIAZ /v. EDUARDO A. RODRIGUEZ ROMERO
The object of this suit is to:
OBTAIN CUSTODY OF DANIELA E. ROGRIGUEZ MEJIA
It is ORDERED that the defendant EDUARDO A. RODRIGUEZ ROMERO 
appear at the above-named court and protect his interests on or before 
10/23/2025 at 3:00 PM.

 08/20/2025

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Mar-
tinsville, Virginia, will hold a Public Hearing on September 16, 2025 
at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, in the 
City Council Chambers, Second Floor, City of Martinsville Municipal 
Building, 55 West Church Street, Martinsville, Virginia, on the City’s 
intent to submit a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Planning Grant, in partnership with the United Way of Henry Coun-
ty & Martinsville. Interested persons may appear at the time and place 
stated above to present their views regarding the proposed grant appli-
cation and the community development priorities it will address.
A copy of the full text of the proposed grant application, including 
the City’s needs assessment and proposed planning components, is on 
file in the office of the Martinsville City Manager, 55 West Church 
Street, Martinsville, Virginia 24112, and is available for inspection 
during normal business hours.
Notice Submitted By:
Peyton Nibblett
Deputy City Clerk

LEGAL

LEGAL

LEGAL

Debra Buchanan, of the Horsepasture District, with members of V.F.W Homer Dillard Post #78.

Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martinsville, presented a General 
Assembly resolution. Rita Shropshire for her work on the 
Henry County Electoral Board.

Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martinsville, presented a General 
Assembly resolution to Barry Nelson honoring Autos of 
Nelson’s 50 years in business.

MHC Heritage Museum Executive Director Holly Kozelsky 
spoke to the board about the expansion project.

LEGAL



www.henrycountyenterprise.com SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 2025 • HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE• PAGE 10 

who lives near the site, said he be-
lieves the public hearing wasn’t 
properly advertised.

“There were no signs put up tell-
ing about this. We just found out 
this morning through word of mouth 
that this was being held today,” 
Brantingham said.

Lyle said he suspected Branting-
ham was referring to the fact that 
in many land use cases, the county 
posts signs to alert adjacent prop-
erty owners, but that was not re-
quired in this case. The legal notices 
were advertised according to law, he 
added.

Brantingham also asked if any 
changes had been made to the plan 
since its approval about three years 
ago, particularly concerning trans-
former line placement.

“Also in that agreement they said 
they would do whatever’s necessary 
to shield our property from having 
to look at the solar farm all the time. 
We’re 150 feet from the solar farm. 
Our house, like I say, is remote. 
We’ve been there 45 years, we built 
the house in 1983, and our front 
porch is going to look directly on the 
solar farm,” he said.

While a 90-foot buffer is planned 
between the facility and his proper-
ty, Brantingham said his porch will 
still sit 60 feet from that boundary 
line.

“We’re looking at 150 feet of clear-
ance between our front porch where 
we have our bird feeders and sit 
regularly now that we’re retired,” he 
said.

Paul Nicholson also spoke in oppo-
sition, raising concerns about poten-
tial impacts to nearby springs and 
the water supply.

“It is detrimental to the commu-
nity and that neighborhood, which 
I’ve been there 75 years. There’s five 
springs above me, I’ve been in every 
one of them, I drank water out of 
them. But now having to deal with 
this because you people, somebody 
decided ahead of time how to vote. 
You all took more than five minutes 
to make a decision, I ain’t got but 
five minutes” to talk, Nicholson said.

“You’re talking about my life, 
community, and the people that are 
there are opposed to it,” he added.

Nicholson, an electrician, said the 
facility will generate a constant hum 
and won’t reduce electricity prices.

Assertions otherwise are “bull 
crap. It will not go down. What we’re 
losing is clear air, and we got a det-
riment to water coming,” he said. 

Nicholson also questioned wheth-
er the board was informed enough to 
make the decision.

Pruitt said the meeting was the 
first time he had heard concerns 

from Brantingham or Nicholson.
“I’ve talked to others in the im-

mediate area, none of those have 
had anything negative to say. The 
responses that I’ve gotten from the 
general area about solar that’s down 
the street, over on Old Sand Road 
was complaints about the burning,” 
he said.

Pruitt added that both siting 
agreements included a ban on burn-
ing on the properties.

“Other than that, I’ve had zero 
complaints, other than the two 
we’ve heard tonight,” he said.

In other matters, the board:
*Heard from Matt Davis, of the 

Greater Bassett Area Community 
(GBAC) about the need to clean up 
the trash in the community.

*Heard from David Craig about 
the need to clean up trash in the 
community.

*Heard from Michael Tipton about 
the need to get the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation (VDOT) to 
upgrade the drain systems.

*Heard an update on the Martins-
ville-Henry County Heritage Muse-
um expansion from Executive Direc-
tor Holly Kozelsky.

*Approved an additional appro-
priation totaling $450,000 received 
from two Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management grants for 
infrastructure improvements to the 
911 center, as well as regional call 
handling equipment. 

*Awarded three contracts totaling 
$470,866 to purchase 10 replace-
ment vehicles for the Sheriff’s Of-
fice. 

*Awarded a contract to Smith 
Turf and Irrigation for $56,915 to 
purchase a Self-Contained Turf 
Sprayer for the Monogram Foods 
Smith River Sports Complex.  

*Appointed Twyla Dillard to an 
unexpired term on the Blue Ridge 
Regional Library Board set to expire 
on June 30, 2027. 

*Appointed Buzz Custer to an un-
expired term on the Patrick & Hen-
ry Community College Board set to 
expire on June 30, 2026. 

*Approved a resolution authoriz-
ing outside counsel to execute docu-
ments necessary to participate in a 
settlement regarding pending opioid 
claims with the Sackler family and 
Perdue Pharma. 

*Conducted a public hearing and 
approved the rezoning of approxi-
mately 7-acres of the Blackberry 
District from Suburban Residential 
District to Agricultural District. 
The applicant wishes to market the 
property for the potential to keep 
agricultural animals. 

*Conducted a public hearing and 
approved the rezoning of approxi-

mately 3.725-acres from Commer-
cial District to Agricultural District. 
The applicant wishes to allow for 
the development of an RV park on 
the property. 

*Conducted a public hearing and 
approved the rezoning of a lot in the 
Collinsville District from Suburban 
Residential District to Office and 
Professional District. The applicant 
wishes to offer a transitional living 
opportunity for young adults aging 
out of the foster system.  

*Approved taking $5,000 from the 
Horsepasture District impact fund 
to help V.F.W Homer Dillard Post 
#78 with its renovation and parking 
lot repairs.

*Heard an update on general 
highway matters from VDOT Resi-
dent Engineer Lisa Price-Hughes.

*Heard from Phillips and Price-
Hughes about funding to be used to 
mow grass.

*Approved the items of consent.
*Heard the monthly report on de-

linquent tax collection efforts.
*Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martins-

ville, presented a General Assembly 
Resolution to Rita Shropshire for 
her work on the Henry County Elec-
toral Board.

*Phillips also presented a General 
Assembly Resolution to Barry Nel-
son of Autos by Nelson to honor 50 
years of service.

Supervisors
(cont. from page 9)

Tolbut selected for 
prestigious Holocaust 
education fellowship
Dr. Heather Goins Tolbut, a dedi-

cated educator at Martinsville High 
School, has been selected as one of only 
a handful of teachers nationwide to 
join the 2025-26 Museum Teacher Fel-
lowship (MTF) Program at the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C. 

Established in 1996, the MTF pro-
gram develops a national corps of 
highly trained educators who advance 
Holocaust education in schools, commu-
nities, and professional organizations. 
Each year, the Museum selects up to 15 
middle and high school teachers who 
demonstrate exceptional knowledge of 
Holocaust history, a strong commit-
ment to education, and active involve-
ment in their communities. 

As a Museum Teacher Fellow, Dr. 
Tolbut will be immersed in Holocaust 
history, remembrance, and pedagogy. 
Fellows receive in-depth training and 
support to develop and deliver profes-
sional development workshops in their 
local areas using the Museum’s re-
sources. The primary goal of the fellow-
ship is to expand access to high-quality 
Holocaust education across the United 
States.

“I am honored to be part of this mean-
ingful work,” said Dr. Tolbut. “Teach-
ing the Holocaust is not only about 
history—it’s about humanity, respon-
sibility, and the ongoing fight against 
hate. I look forward to bringing these 
lessons to educators in my community 
and beyond.” 

“Dr. Tolbut is an outstanding edu-
cator who cares deeply about her 
students,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Zebedee Talley. “She exhibits profes-
sionalism, intellect, and passion while 

upholding a high standard of excel-
lence. She is absolutely deserving of 
this prestigious honor.” 

Fellows are selected from among 
participants in the Museum’s Belfer 
National Conference for Holocaust 
Education, as well as from an exten-
sive application process. The program 
empowers teachers to lead transforma-
tive professional development experi-
ences that inspire others to teach the 
Holocaust with accuracy, empathy, and 
purpose. 

This is the latest in a series of honors 
for Dr. Tolbut. Last year, she was se-
lected to attend the Sphere Summit at 
the Cato Institute in Washington, D.C., 
and in 2022 was chosen for the Lincoln 
Fellowship through the Abraham Lin-
coln Presidential Library.

For more information about the Mu-
seum Teacher Fellowship Program, 
visit https://www.ushmm.org.

Dr. Heather Tolbut

Black History in September: Seizing 
the Moment for Lasting Change

Contributed
A sustained assault on Black History—both 

from within educational systems and through 
external campaigns to remove critical texts—is 
undermining self-esteem, cultural affirmation, 
and historical appreciation.

The evidence can be found in the government’s 
campaign to dismantle corporate and college of-
fices of diversity, equality and inclusion and the 
effort to ban books from library shelves. 

These actions collectively threaten the recog-
nition and celebration of Black contributions to 
our country and the world.

That’s the view of the Rev. Tyler C. Millner, 
a Virginia pastor based in Martinsville and a 
longtime social justice advocate.

His response: To lead the charge to make the 
month for Black History in September as the 
new school year moves into high gear. 

Launching Black History education in Sep-
tember, as schools reopen, offers a strategic op-
portunity to redefine how this vital content is 
embraced. We’ve long said that “Black History 
should be taught all year,” and he believes this 
campaign can serve as the catalyst for making 
that a reality.

This change, he said, makes the statement 
of the seriousness and priority Black History 
should be for both our schools and the commu-
nity. 

By changing the month, Rev. Millner notes, 
we shift to an educational strategy, not just a 
cultural and emotional engagement restricted 
to the month of February after which the page 
is turned, and we go on to the next thing.

“We call upon school divisions, churches and 
major civic and social groups to pause and re-
flect, taking the moment to affirm what an in-
credible and neat idea it is to begin doing Black 
History now,” Rev. Millner said. 

He said that an exhibit in the uptown branch 
of the Martinsville Public Library and, hope-
fully, in other strategic sites will showcase this 
change and begin to educate the public about 
this initiative.

No one thing is being promoted as to the “how” 
to make this change. 

Educators, parents/guardians, pastors and 
social groups leaders are urged, he said, to be 
creative and look for ways to be cooperative and 
ecumenical in making this change happen.

Remember: Black History is not only for Black 
people. It is for everyone.  

As Dr. Carter G. Woodson, the father of Black 
History Week, penned, “We have a wonderful 
story...”  As Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm 
once said, Black History “brings us together.” 

And as Congressman John Lewis noted, 
“There comes a time when you have to say some-
thing. You have to make a little noise. You have 

to move your feet. This is the time. You have 
to not just dream about what could be—you get 
out and push, and you pull, and you preach. 
And you create a climate and environment to 
get men and women of goodwill to act.”

Portions of Millner’s expansive collection.



www.henrycountyenterprise.com SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 2025 • HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE• PAGE 11 

Warner
(cont. from page 1)

Email submissions@theenterprise.net

Smith River Fest draws record crowd of more than 2,500

By Jessica Dillon
The 19th annual Smith River 

Fest drew its largest crowd yet, with 
more than 2,500 people gathering at 
the Monogram Smith River Sports 
Complex on Aug. 23 to celebrate the 
area’s outdoor resources.

The event featured vendors, live 
music, yoga, a 5K mud run, a river 
race, free tubing, and activities for 
all ages.

“We were busy all day long. Ev-
eryone enjoyed the vendors, the food 
vendor sold tons of food,” said Roger 
Adams, director of Henry County 
Parks and Recreation. “The 19th 
annual Smith River Fest was prob-
ably our most successful one ever. 
The weather was perfect.”

Mud run results

One of the day’s main attractions 
was the Helgramite Hustle Mud 
Run, a 5K course that sent runners 
through a muddy pit.

In the men’s division, Andrew 
Zachman placed first with a time of 
19:57.22, followed by Jackson Gunt-
er at 22:17.48 and James Smith at 
23:52.56.

In the women’s division, Megan 
Chilton won with a time of 27:11.07, 
with Leah Mlyn in second at 
29:09.47 and Bella Sullivan in third 
at 33:15.84.

“The mud run went great. Lots of 
people enjoyed the animals, the rock 
climbing wall, the bounce houses, 
and the river tubing,” Adams said. 
“It was just an awesome day all the 
way around.”

River races
The Smith River was also the set-

ting for the festival’s water competi-
tions. Winners included:

• Solo canoe: Kirk Havens
• Racing kayak (male): Lee Jones
• Kayak, 45 and under: Clayton 

Setliff
• Tandem canoe: William and 

River McDuffie
• Stand-up Hat Award: Raymond 

Oliver
• Kayak, 46 and over: Thomas 

Taylor
“We had a good flow on the river, 

and the boat race went well,” Ad-
ams said. Free tubing was avail-
able before the race, with shuttles 
providing easy access. “The weather 
was awesome. It was hot enough to 
enjoy the cool waters of the Smith 
River, but not so hot that it was mis-
erable. It was just great weather.”

Looking ahead to the county 
fair

With the Smith River Fest behind 
them, Parks and Recreation officials 
are preparing for the fifth annual 
Henry County Fair, set for Sept. 

24–27 at Martinsville Speedway.
“We have a ton of entertainment 

options,” Adams said. “People can 
check out the agricultural contests, 
see all the animals in the petting 
zoo, and enjoy a wide assortment of 
shows you don’t want to miss.”

This year’s lineup will include the 
Pompeyo Family Dog and Magic 
Show from America’s Got Talent, 
and a new dinosaur act called Ju-
rassic Kingdom. Evening concerts 
will feature Creedence Clearwater 
Recital on Wednesday, B99’s show-
case on Thursday, the Taylor Swift 
tribute band Love Story on Friday, 
and Spirit FM Night with Rhett 
Walker on Saturday. Fireworks will 
close out the event.

Fall sports and events
Parks and Recreation is also gear-

ing up for fall sports, including flag 
football, junior tackle, girls basket-
ball, and cheerleading. Registration 
is still open for some teams.

Upcoming fall and holiday events 
include the Great Goblin Gallop 5K 
in October and Christmas programs 
later in the season.

Vendors set up for the Smith River Fest. The Joseph Young Magic Show wows the crowd.

“Frank” greets visitors and becomes an honorary law 
enforcement officer.

Activities and demonstrations were among the festival’s many attractions.

Warner also expressed concern 
over recent U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
activities.

“You can be for a secure border, 
but not for someone picking up a 
mom dropping off kids for child-
care or picking up somebody who 
helps build your house,” Warner 
said. “You can’t just grab people 
off the street. And really, when 
you come up, and you got a mask 
on, and you don’t even identify 
yourself…”

On climate change, Warner 
agreed it is a pressing issue.

“I can tell you home insurance 
rates in Louisiana and Florida 
are going up six, seven thousand 
dollars a year. That is purely 
because we got more of these 
storms,” he said. “I don’t know 
how you can argue our weather’s 
not changing.” Warner said he 

wants to maintain environmen-
tal regulations and prevent “go-
ing back to the 1970s.”

The senator also touched on 
federal education grants. He cit-
ed a Washington school division 
that received funding last year 
to upgrade computer systems in 
high schools.

“They made the mistake of call-
ing the grant a digital equity 
grant, and the DOE boys came 
in and cut it out entirely,” War-
ner said. “The grant’s been held 
up. They relied on that promise.” 
He noted such grants often help 
lower-income students the most.

When asked about possible 
changes to the “Big Beautiful 
Bill,” Warner said, “I think we 
will have a shot and we will have 
a right to force a vote. That’s the 
way the system works — you got 
to vote on these things.”

Warner fielded questions from guests attending the event.

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services
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