
Sports Complex draws 
100,000 visitors in 2025 

The Monogram 
Foods Smith River 
Sports Complex con-
tinued to solidify its 
reputation as one of 
the premier multi-
sport destinations on 
the East Coast in 2025, 
hosting a range of ath-
letic competitions, 
community gather-
ings, and special 
events that brought an 
estimated 100,000 vis-
itors to Henry County 

throughout the year. 
During 2025, the 

complex accommodat-
ed 13 different sports, 
including soccer, foot-
ball, ultimate frisbee, 
golf, lacrosse, cross-
country, kayaking 
and canoeing, t-ball, 
running, flag football, 
whiffleball, cornhole, 
and cycling. In total, 
approximately 356 
teams traveled to the 
facility to compete or 

participate in events. 
The complex was 

active 281 days of the 
year, representing 77 
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Adams, Pruitt to lead county in 2026

By Taylor Boyd
The Henry County Board of Su-

pervisors elected its chairman and 
vice-chairman for the upcoming 
year during its 2026 reorganiza-
tional meeting on Jan. 2.

Jim Adams, of the Blackberry 
District, was chosen to serve as 
chairman.

Travis Pruitt, of the Ridgeway 
District, was elected as vice-chair-
man.

Adams was nominated by Pruitt 
for the chairman position. As he 
was the only nominee, Adams was 
selected to lead the board for the 
thirteenth time during his 24-year 
tenure.

Adams thanked the board for 
their confidence in selecting him as 
chairman.

“I’m willing to serve, but this is 
not a one-person show, and I think 
you all know that. It collectively 
should always be the group making 
decisions” he said.

Adams also asked his fellow 
board members to make it known 
if they wish to serve as chairman in 
the future.

“I think we could perhaps have 
other people serving as well. So 

please make it known during the 
course of the year, ‘hey, I’d like to 
be chairman, I’d like to be vice-
chairman,’ that type of thing. That 
strengthens any organization,” Ad-
ams said.

Pam Cobler, of the Reed Creek 
District, nominated Pruitt for the 
vice-chairman position. He won the 
position with a unanimous vote.

Pruitt said he appreciates being 
chosen as the board’s vice-chair-
man.

“I’m halfway through the term 
now, and I look forward to serv-
ing as the vice-chairperson,” Pruitt 
said.

In other matters, the board:
*Set the regular meeting dates 

for 2026. The board will meet on 
the fourth Tuesday of every month, 
except for December, when the 
meeting will be held on Dec. 15 to 
avoid scheduling conflicts with the 
holidays.

*Approved bylaws for 2026.
*Adopted the fiscal year 2026-

2027 county budget calendar.
*Scheduled its 2026 Planning 

Session for Feb. 9 at 3 p.m.
*Heard an update on the real es-

tate reassessment.

Jim Adams was reelected to serve as 
chairman of the Henry County Board of 
Supervisors.

Travis Pruitt was elected to serve a first year 
as vice-chairman.

Petition drive to oust 
mayor gains momentum 

By Jessica Dillon
Residents gathered for a sec-

ond time on Jan. 3 to collect sig-
natures on a petition seeking the 
removal of Martinsville Mayor LC 
Jones. As of Tuesday, organiz-
ers estimated they had collected 
about 300 of the 325 signatures 
required.

In a Jan. 3 video on social me-
dia, Jones called for residents to 
push for the release of a recently 
completed forensic audit, praised 
the city’s efforts in 2025, and said 
that he would continue to keep 
citizens updated in 2026.

“With everything going on. One 
thing I would like to talk about is 
how the citizens, nonprofit, and 
some for-profit organizations have 
stepped up to carry this city and 
keep this city in good graces and 
do so much for those who couldn’t 
do for themselves,” he said.

Jones said the forensic audit has 
been completed and would be pre-
sented to the council on January 8 
during a special-called closed ses-
sion meeting.

“We need to send this audit to 
the state police and to the special 

prosecutor because those are the 
experts. The state police and the 
special prosecutor are the experts 
in crime and in crimes. So why 
wouldn’t we send it to them,” said 
Jones. “I’m asking for all citizens 
to reach out to your city coun-
cil members, your city manager, 
email, telephone, in person, and 
say, ‘hey, this audit, this will fi-
nally get us past all the negativity 
we’ve dealt with in 2025.’”

He added that the attorneys 
hired by the city aren’t criminal 
attorneys. 

Jones said it’s time to stop pay-
ing for the legal fees and that the 
city only started its budget year 
at the end of June, but has al-
ready exhausted its $250,000 at-
torney budget for the year. “We’ve 
already exhausted that. We’re 
crossing half a million dollars,” 
he said. “Now, by the end of this 
year, it would be $1.5 million if we 
continue with this rate.

“Let’s hold each other account-
able. Not one individual that we 
want to point out, but let’s hold us 
all accountable and let’s raise the 
bar,” he said. 

Mother starts organization 
to support struggling moms

By Jessica Dillon
Moms Helping 

Hands of Southwest 
Virginia is a new orga-
nization that stepped 
in during the holiday 
season to help moth-
ers in need with food, 
gifts, and essential 
items such as diapers.

The group is led by 
Kayla Martin, who, 
along with Christina 
Kinzer, launched the 
effort after seeing a 
need in the commu-

nity.
“My friend Chrissy 

(Christina Kinzer) and 
I decided we wanted 
to do something for 
moms who needed 
help,” Martin said.

The organization 
began just before 
Thanksgiving, when 
the two created a sign-
up sheet for families 
needing assistance 
during the holiday 
season.

“We kind of dug in 

headfirst and decided 
we wanted to turn this 
into a nonprofit orga-
nization as we finished 
Christmas and our 
first project,” Martin 
said.

The group organized 
a local outreach effort 
that included collect-
ing donations of food, 
toys, and funds. Mul-
tiple individuals and 
several businesses 
contributed, allow-
ing the group to as-
sist eight families for 
Thanksgiving. During 
Christmas, the orga-
nization provided gifts 
for 57 children, with 
25 businesses contrib-
uting.

“Me and Chrissy 
were reaching out 
nonstop,” Martin said.

Two local photogra-
phers donated money 
or photo packages, 
while a new business, 
Grandma’s Place, 
donated play pack-
ages. Two additional 
businesses sponsored 
Christmas for individ-
ual families.

“It was very over-
whelming at first, but 
it was very touching,” 
Martin said.

When it comes to un-
expected pregnancy, 
Martin said more edu-
cation is needed.

Kayla Martin and Brittany Havens shop for supplies for 
families served by Moms Helping Hands of Southwest 
Virginia.

Enterprise moves to Thursday publication
Beginning this week, the Henry 

County Enterprise will be published 
on Thursdays.

The deadline for submitting con-
tent is now 11 a.m. on Tuesdays. 
Submissions received after the dead-
line may be held for a future edition.

Current subscribers with ques-
tions about billing or delivery, as 
well as new subscribers, may contact 

Mountain Media at (304) 647-5724.
Additional contact information is 

listed below:
• News tips and submissions: 

Email the editorial team at dhall@
theenterprise.net. Local-interest 
stories and photos are always wel-
come.

• Classified and Display Ad-
vertising and Obituaries: Con-

tact Wendi Craig at 276-340-2445 or 
email advertise@mainstreetnewspa-
pers.com.

• Subscriptions and billing:
Call (304) 647-5724.

• Legal notices: Email Kathleen 
Stickley at legalads@mountainmedi-
anews.com.

• Mailing address: P.O. Box 429, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901.

(See Mother p. 2)

(See Sports p. 2)
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“I don’t think there’s enough education about it, 
or what it takes to have a child and raise a child,” 
she said.

Martin, a former teen mother, said she relied 
on programs such as Angel Tree and school sup-
port for supplies, shoes, and coats. Her two old-
est daughters are now grown, and she also has a 
2-year-old child.

“I was 17 when I had her, and 18 with your sec-
ond,” she said. “It was not the easiest. Neither of 
their dads was involved.”

She said her oldest child’s father eventually 
stepped in, and her own father also provided sup-
port.

“I had to learn to put my big girl pants on and 
deal with it. I worked my butt off to make some-
thing of myself,” Martin said.

Reflecting on her children’s accomplishments, 
Martin said one daughter has joined the older 
workforce and another earned scholarships to at-
tend Radford University.

“It was a cycle between trying to get help from 
social services and trying to get help,” she said. 
“When you get ahead a little bit, they take benefits 
away from you, and it sets you back.”

Martin said those experiences motivate her to 
continue helping other mothers.

“It has really touched me. I want to help more 
than at Christmas time, throughout the year,” she 
said.

She noted that necessities such as diapers and 
groceries can be difficult for families to afford.

“For a small pack, it’s anywhere from $15, and a 
big box can be $50,” she said. “It can last anywhere 
from a few days to two weeks.”

“There are services you can get — Medicaid helps 
with insurance, and EBT can help with food,” she 
said. “I think that is a big thing in the area that 
moms struggle with.”

Martin said she hopes to expand the organiza-
tion’s reach in the future.

“I would definitely like to help more families for 
Christmas and be able to help each family more 
than we were able to this year,” she said. “I would 
love to be able to help families throughout the year 

with diapers. That was one of my biggest struggles 
as a teenager.”

“We would absolutely love to hear from mothers,” 
she said.

percent annual utilization, and hosted events 
on 48 weekends, or 92 percent of all weekends. 
Notably, nearly 75 percent of off-days occurred 
during December and January, highlighting the 
facility’s near year-round impact during peak 
tourism seasons. 

Visitors traveled an estimated 54,682 cumu-
lative miles to attend events at the complex, 
with an average trip distance of 154 miles. To-
tal travel time amounted to 931 hours and 49 
minutes, with visitors spending an average 
of 2 hours and 37 minutes traveling to Henry 
County. Attendees represented 19 states and 
the District of Columbia, as well as 10 different 
countries, underscoring the complex’s growing 
national and international reach.

“This facility has truly become a gateway for 
people to experience Henry County,” said Roger 
Adams, Director of Parks & Recreation. “Every 
tournament, every event, and every visitor rep-
resents an opportunity to showcase our commu-
nity, support local businesses, and demonstrate 
why Henry County is becoming a destination for 
recreation and outdoor experiences.” 

The success of the sports complex aligns with 
broader tourism and economic development ini-
tiatives focused on outdoor recreation, active 
lifestyles, and place-based investment. Located 
along the Smith River and connected to a grow-
ing network of trails and park amenities, the 
complex serves as a cornerstone of Henry Coun-
ty’s strategy to attract visitors while enhancing 
quality of life for residents. 

“As we continue to invest in trails, river access, 
and recreational infrastructure, the Monogram 
Foods Smith River Sports Complex stands as a 
perfect example of how recreation drives tour-
ism, economic activity, and community pride,” 
Adams added.

The success of the Monogram Foods Smith 
River Sports Complex in 2025 highlights the role 
recreation plays in strengthening both the local 
economy and quality of life in Henry County. By 
attracting visitors while also serving as a gath-
ering place for community events and everyday 
recreation, the complex continues to support a 
balanced approach to tourism that benefits resi-
dents, businesses, and visitors alike.

WE OFFER FLEXIBLE 

ADVERTISING PACKAGES, 

IN PRINT, ONLINE, OR BOTH. 

EMAIL  advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com.

 OR CALL (276) 340-2445 
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American Watercolor Society traveling 
exhibition opens Jan. 23 at Piedmont Arts

Piedmont Arts will host an opening recep-
tion in honor of its new exhibits from 5:30-7:30 
p.m., Friday, Jan. 23, at the museum. The 
American Watercolor Society’s “158th Trav-
eling Exhibition,” “Act II: Paintings by Gail 
Doyle Smith,” and “Opening Minds Through 
Art: Work by King’s Grant Residents” will be 
on display.

The reception will feature live music by Ann 
Nichols. Complimentary refreshments will 
be served. A gallery talk with American Wa-
tercolor Society member artists Kevin Deck 
of Roanoke and David L. Stickel of Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina, as well as Gail Doyle 
Smith, will begin at 6:15 p.m. in the galler-
ies. This event is free and open to the public. 
An RSVP is required by Wednesday, Jan. 21, 
to 276.632.3221 or at PiedmontArts.org.

The American Watercolor Society’s “158th 
Traveling Exhibition” presents a carefully 
curated selection of works by many of the na-
tion’s most accomplished watercolor artists. 
The exhibition underscores the breadth, com-
plexity, and expressive potential of watercolor 
as a medium. Spanning luminous landscapes, 
evocative portraiture, and dynamic abstract 
compositions, the works on view demonstrate 
both technical mastery and conceptual in-
novation, reflecting the continued vitality of 
contemporary watercolor practice.

The 40 paintings included in this exhibition 
were selected from the American Watercolor 
Society’s “International Exhibition,” held an-
nually at the Salmagundi Club in New York 
City. Each year, more than 1,100 artists from 
across the United States and 32 foreign coun-
tries submit work for consideration. From 
this highly competitive field, only 40 works 
are chosen to tour nationally, offering au-
diences a rare opportunity to engage with 
outstanding examples of current watercolor 
painting.

Founded in 1866, the American Watercolor 
Society is a nonprofit membership organiza-
tion dedicated to the advancement of water-
color painting in the United States. Mem-
bership is conferred through a rigorous jury 
process and is widely regarded as a mark of 
artistic distinction and mastery of the me-
dium. The Society’s distinguished history in-
cludes such influential members as Andrew 
Wyeth, Edward Hopper, and Winslow Homer.

“Act II” features paintings by Gail Doyle 
Smith, a Martinsville native who now lives in 
coastal North Carolina. Living on the Bruns-
wick River has provided her with an enduring 
source of inspiration for paintings that de-
pict tranquil coastal landscapes, shore birds, 
wildlife, and native flora with sensitivity and 
depth.

Straddling the line between representa-
tion and modern impressionism, Smith’s 
bold, painterly style has evolved through 
more than 17 years of focused study and ex-
perimentation in oils. She paints subjects she 
loves, approaching color with curiosity and a 
spirit of exploration that brings vitality and 
warmth to her compositions.

“Opening Minds Through Art: Work by 
King’s Grant Residents” will be on display in 
the Lynwood Artists Gallery. King’s Grant is 
an independent living facility in Martinsville. 
As part of Sunnyside Communities, King’s 
Grant is committed to continuing care and 
provides residents with ways to passionately 
pursue healthy and vibrant lifestyles through 
a holistic approach to care and vitality. 

These exhibits will be on display Jan. 
24-March 28. Exhibit admission is always 
free.

The exhibits and reception are sponsored by 
Olivia and Pres Garrett, Gale and Will Grave-
ly, Charisse and David Hairston, Kathy and 
Hank Long, Nancy and Henry Moore, Brenda 
and Joe Williams, Helen S. and Charles G. 
Patterson Jr. Charitable Foundation Trust, 
Lynwood Artists, Sovah Health, and What’s 
Your Sign.

For more information on exhibits and 
events, visit PiedmontArts.org.

“Train to Cinque Terre” by Pam Wenger will be on display in the American Watercolor 
Society’s “158th Traveling Exhibition” from Jan. 24-March 28 at Piedmont Arts.

“A Walk in the Park” by Gail Doyle Smith will be on display in “Act II” from Jan. 24-March 
28 at Piedmont Arts.

Sports
(cont. from page 1)
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Be sure to like Henry County Enterprise on Facebook

(Event information/calendar items must be 
received by 11 a.m. on Tuesday before the de-
sired publication date. Email to dhall@theen-
terprise.net.)

Events

Friday, January 9
Reception for opening of two new exhibits 

at the MHC Heritage Museum: “From Still to 
Speed: A History of NASCAR” and “A History 
of Setting Style,” 5:30-7:30 p.m., 1 E. Main 
St., Martinsville. Admission is free to mem-
bers, and regular admission charges apply for 
non-members. Wine and hors d’oeuvres will be 
served.

Monday, January 12
Bassett Farmers Market Reopening, 10 a.m. 

to 8 p.m., 168 Reed Stone St., Bassett.

Saturday, January 17
Author Sonya Womack-Miranda will visit 

Magnolia & Main Books, 810 Main Street, 
Ridgeway, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. She is the author 
of “Unnamed: The Search for Sarah Miller.”

Tuesday, January 20
The Martinsville-Henry County Republi-

cans will be meeting at 6:30 pm at the Henry 
County Administration Building, Summerlin 
meeting room. Anyone interested is welcome.

Friday, January 23
Exhibit Opening Reception, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 

Piedmont Arts, in honor of its new exhibits, 
“American Watercolor Society 158th Travel-
ing Exhibition,” “Act II: Paintings by Gail 
Doyle Smith,” and “Work by King’s Grant Res-
idents.” A gallery talk will be held at 6:15 p.m. 
Complimentary refreshments will be served. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
RSVP with the number and names of those in 
your party by Wednesday, Jan. 21, by calling 
276-632-3221 or online at PiedmontArts.org. 

Saturday, January 24

9th House Grand Opening, 11 a.m., 15E 
Church St , Martinsville.

Monday, January 26
All Vets, Nonprofit Presents Veteran & 

Family Discussion Forum, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
Martinsville-Henry County YMCA, 3 Starling 
Ave. Martinsville. Join for a meaningful dis-
cussion focused on strengthening communica-
tion and understanding the experiences of our 
veterans. 

Ongoing

Piedmont Arts’ Food Drive for Grace Net-
work Food Pantry. Donations of nonperishable 
food and hygiene products may be dropped 
off at Piedmont Arts during regular business 
hours — Tuesday through Saturday from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. For more information, visit Pied-
montArts.org.

BINGO on Mondays, Horsepasture Volun-
teer Fire Department, 17815 A.L. Philpott 
Highway, Ridgeway. Doors open at 5 p.m., 
games start at 7 p.m. Concessions are avail-
able. 

Uptown Pub Run, Mondays, 6 p.m., meets at 
The Ground Floor, Martinsville. 

The Martinsville-Henry County Lions Club 
regularly meets on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Pacific Bay Restaurant, 530 Commonwealth 
Blvd, Martinsville.

Bassett Ruritan Club, 277 Philpott Dam 
Road, Bassett, hosts breakfast on the 2nd Sat-
urday of each month, $9 for adults, and $4 for 
children under 12. All you can eat, sausage, 
fried bologna, eggs, cooked apples, sausage 
gravy, biscuits, made-to-order pancakes, cof-
fee, and juice. Dine in or carry out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry Baptist 
Church on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at the Martinsville Branch of the Blue Ridge 
Regional Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call (276) 
403-5430 to register. 

Bassett Ruritan Club hosts Rook Music & 
More on Fridays from 10 a.m. - noon. Play 
Rook, work puzzles, make a craft and listen 
to a mixture of bluegrass, country & gospel 
music by different bands each week. Free, but 
donations will be used by the club to pay for 
electricity etc.

The Fontaine Ruritan Club hosts Bingo ev-
ery Tuesday, 1903 Joseph Martin Highway, 
Martinsville. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and 
games begin at 7. Money from Bingo supports 
community service awards, scholarships, and 
other community efforts. 

Bingocize at Spencer-Penn Centre. Play 
Bingo and prevent falls with simple exercises. 
This free class is offered Tuesdays at 10 a.m.

Chair Aerobics at Spencer Penn Centre, 
Tuesdays at 9 a.m. with Judi Perrin; $5 fee, 
45 minutes of exercise, strength building and 
fun. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 meets on Tues-
days at 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Bassett Public 
Library, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bassett. New 
members are welcome. For more information, 
call Patti Farmer (276) 358-0489. 

The Henry County Adult Learning Center 
offers free in-house and online classes to help 
prepare for college, career, or earn your high 
school equivalency or GED. Call (276) 647-
9585.

The Martinsville-Henry County Democratic 
Committee meets on the first Thursday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. at New College Institute 
on Fayette Street (park on Moss St.). RSVP at 
mhcdcva.org/meeting-rsvp for Zoom link.

Henry, Patrick, and Martinsville among localities 
to receive Growth and Opportunity grants 

Last week, Gov. Glenn Young-
kin announced $6.2 million in 
Growth and Opportunity for 
Virginia (GO Virginia) grants 
for 10 projects that advance Vir-
ginia’s economic competitiveness 
through innovation, workforce 
development, and strategic in-
dustry growth. The awarded 
projects will leverage an addi-
tional $4 million in investment.  

Both Patrick and Henry coun-
ties, and the City of Martinsville, 
were among the localities to re-
ceive grants.

Regions 3 (Lead) and 2, which 
includes the counties of Franklin, 
Botetourt, Montgomery, Henry, 
and Pittsylvania and the cities 
of Martinsville and Danville, 
will receive a $250,000 Planning, 
Feasibility, and Small-Scale Pi-
lot Grant for Blue Ridge Innova-
tion Corridor Vision 2050.

The Blue Ridge Innovation 
Corridor Vision 2050 project 
will develop a regional strat-
egy to guide long-term economic 
growth across Regions 2 and 3. 
Led by Region 3, the study will 
produce strategic recommenda-
tions across seven focus areas, 
including advanced manufactur-
ing, life sciences and biotechnol-
ogy, IT and emerging technology, 
infrastructure investment pri-
orities, a funding roadmap and 
a governance model to support 
implementation. Vision 2050 is 
intended to position the corridor 
for coordinated investment, com-
petitiveness, and cluster scale-
up over the next 25 years. 

Region 3, which includes the 
counties of Amelia, Buckingham, 
Charlotte, Cumberland, Halifax, 

Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Not-
toway, Patrick, Pittsylvania and 
Prince Edward, and the City of 
Danville, will receive $1,346,786 
Implementation Grant for an In-
dustrial Skills Trades Regional 
Expansion.

This regional initiative ex-
pands industrial skills trades 
training across Southern Virgin-
ia through partnership with Dan-
ville Community College (DCC) 
and Southside Virginia Commu-
nity College (SVCC). The project 
will deliver industry-aligned pro-
grams in electrical, carpentry, 
HVAC, plumbing, and industrial 
maintenance. 

“GO Virginia continues to be a 
catalyst for innovation and op-
portunity across the Common-
wealth,” said Youngkin. “Virgin-
ia is stronger than ever, but we 
have to keep going. By investing 
$6.2 million in these projects, 
we are strengthening Virginia’s 
workforce, advancing key stra-
tegic industries, and keeping 
Virginia competitive for years to 
come.” 

The latest round of projects in-
cludes investments in aviation 
maintenance training, industrial 
trades expansion, talent path-
ways in emerging technology 
sectors, regional innovation eco-
systems and long-term strategic 
planning to position regions for 
transformational industry oppor-
tunities. 

Several projects also leverage 
partnerships with school divi-
sions, community colleges, and 
research universities to ensure 
their graduates’ skills align with 
emerging industry needs and 

Virginians can access high-qual-
ity pathways to higher-wage ca-
reers.  

“Across the Commonwealth, 
we see alignment in support of 
stronger talent pipelines, com-
mercialization activity, and 
the development of competitive 
sites,” said Emily O’Quinn, Chair 
of the GO Virginia State Board. 
“This kind of regional collabora-
tion is the key to new jobs and 
more economic opportunities.” 

Since 2022, GO Virginia has 
played a pivotal role in creating 
1,100 new businesses, expanding 
another 1,100 businesses, and 
generating 25,000 jobs by fos-

tering innovation, workforce de-
velopment, and industry growth 
across 131 localities across the 
Commonwealth. GO Virginia has 
supported 147 projects, awarding 
$72 million in state funding and 
leveraging $61 million in match-
ing non-state investments. In ad-
dition to creating new jobs and 
businesses, these investments 
have retained 12,500 jobs and 
launched 125 new programs that 
have trained 45,000 Virginians. 

To learn more about how GO 
Virginia continues to fuel eco-
nomic progress across the Com-
monwealth, visit dhcd.virginia.
gov/gova. 

New Year’s Eve shooting 
leaves juvenile injured

Henry County Sheriff’s depu-
ties and Henry County Public 
Safety responded on December 
31, around 5:35 p.m., to the C-
Mart Bestway convenience store 
located at 1706 Dillons Fork 
Road after a 14-year-old juvenile 
arrived with a single gunshot 
wound.

The initial investigation deter-
mined that the shooting did not 
occur at the convenience store. 
Investigators later determined 
the incident occurred approxi-
mately one and a half miles away 
at the 1700 block of The Great 
Road. 

The juvenile victim was trans-
ported from the scene and airlift-
ed to a trauma center for further 
medical treatment. Currently, the 
victim’s condition is unknown. 

Investigators have conducted 
multiple interviews and pro-
cessed the scene and collected 
evidence. As a result of the in-
vestigation, two individuals were 
charged in connection with the 
incident. 

Zachary T. Chenault, 22, was 
charged with aggravated mali-

cious wounding, use firearm in 
the commission of a felony and 
shoot into occupied vehicle. He is 
being held with no bond.

Michael L. Ferguson, 20, was 
charged with reckless handling 
of firearm and brandishing fire-
arm in connection with the inci-
dent, Ferguson’s bond was set at 
$5,000 unsecured.

“This is a deeply concerning in-
cident involving a juvenile, and 
our investigators are working dil-
igently to hold those responsible 
accountable,” said Sheriff Wayne 
Davis. “We will not tolerate acts 
of violence in our community, and 
we are committed to pursuing 
justice while ensuring the safety 
of our citizens.” 

The investigation remains ac-
tive and ongoing. Anyone with 
information related to this inci-
dent is encouraged to contact the 
Henry County Sheriff’s Office or 
Crime Stoppers. Information may 
be provided anonymously by call-
ing Crime Stoppers at 63 CRIME 
or submitting tips online. Tips 
that lead to an arrest may be eli-
gible for a cash reward.

Zachary Tyler Chenault Michael Lee Ferguson

Fake Jobs, Real Losses
If your New Year’s resolutions in-

clude finding a new job, work-from-
home opportunities may sound 
appealing. While many remote po-
sitions are legitimate, some aren’t 
what they appear to be. Criminals 
often pose as legitimate employers 
on job boards, social media, or send 
unsolicited texts, promising easy 
money, flexible hours, and a quick 
hiring process.

What they’re really after is per-
sonal information or our money by 
asking to pay upfront for “training,” 
purchase expensive equipment, or 
provide sensitive details—such as 
your Social Security number—as 

part of the application.
Be cautious of sudden, unusually 

high-paying opportunities that re-
quire little to no experience. Avoid 
sharing personal data until you’re 
certain the job offer is legitimate 
and take time to research the com-
pany by searching for its name 
along with the words scam, com-
plaint, or fraud. If you see concerns 
from other job seekers, consider it a 
clear red flag.

Report scams to local law en-
forcement. For help from AARP, 
call 1-877-908-3360 or visit the 
AARP Fraud Watch Network at 
www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork.
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A house that speaks in silence

The house should be silent, but it’s not.
Tick-tock, tick-tock, tick-tock goes the grand-

father clock. 
Occasionally a gust of wind blows by outside.
A creaking sound comes from the easy chair 

as someone readjusts.
A soft shuffle comes from the turn of a page.
The silence, with its slight noises we normally 

do not notice, is lulling and embracing. 
Love and companionship fill the room, as all 

sit and read.
We read for hours. Occasionally one gets up 

for a stretch, a glass of water, a cup of tea.
Some read traditional books. Some read on 

the Kindle or Nook.
This companionable reading can only come 

toward the end of the family visits. The begin-
nings are full of conversations, laughter, per-
haps bickering and tears. They are full of plans 
and events and outings and errands and meals 
and preparations and clean-ups. 

Only after all that has past and everything 
slows down do the good reading days come.

The silence transcends time. Noises and voic-
es and shows and music proclaim their epoch, 
but the silence is timeless.

When we all read a book in the silence of the 
same room, it sounds exactly the same as it did 
decades ago, and it will years into the future, 
and so we are most like ourselves, unsullied and 
uninterrupted by the outside.

The USPS policy change that barely made the news

I felt tempted to write a column 
about the U.S. kidnapping the 
President and First Lady of Ven-
ezuela, but frankly, this is the 
third time in my lifetime that a 
Republican President has start-
ed a war for oil under false pre-
tenses against the backdrop of a 
nationwide recession so I’m hav-
ing a hard time getting worked 
up about it. 

Instead, let’s talk about the 
United States Postal Service 
(USPS).

A few days ago, I stumbled 
across an item that’s gotten so 
little coverage that it appears the 
story was first broken by The Na-

tional Society of Tax Profession-
als, although USA Today later 
picked it up along with a handful 
of local news agencies.

As of Christmas Eve, the USPS 
has adopted a new rule. When 
you drop off a piece of mail at 
your local Post Office, there is 
no longer any guarantee that 
the mail will be postmarked that 
day. Instead, the postmark will 
signal the “date of the first au-
tomated processing operation” at 
a processing facility, which could 
be a few days later.

If you want to make sure that 
your mail is postmarked on the 
day you dropped it off, you can 
request a manual postmark at 
the counter, ask for a Postal 
Validation Imprint (PVI), or pur-
chase a Certificate of Mailing (or 
use Registered Mail or Certified 
Mail). 

It’s fortunate that those op-
tions are available. However, I’m 
willing to bet that the vast ma-
jority of people will have no idea 
that USPS even made this poli-
cy change, much less that they 
can request a manual postmark. 
This story has not gotten a ton 

of traction, probably 
because it’s substan-
tially less insane than 
everything else in the 

news right now. 
Given this change, it’s easy to 

see why The National Society of 
Tax Professionals were among 
the first to report on this story. 
How many of us wait until the 
last possible moment to file our 
taxes? I know I’ve done it. Now 
if you drop your tax documents 
in the mail on April 15, there’s a 
decent chance that the IRS will 
consider it a late filing, which 
can result in financial penalties. 

But of course, taxes are just the 
tip of the iceberg. Do you need to 
wait until the last minute to pay 
your rent or your mortgage or 
any other bills in order to make 
sure you have money in your 
checking account? Too bad! You 
might be getting hit with some 
late payment fees. 

Like most U.S. policy chang-
es, this will predominantly hurt 
poor people and elderly people. If 
you’re barely making ends meet, 
you’re far more likely to wait un-
til the last minute to pay your 
bills. If you’re elderly, there’s a 
higher chance that you pay your 
bills by mailing a check instead 
of paying online.

So why did USPS make this 
change? Allegedly, the purpose is 
to cut costs and streamline mail 
processing. 

I think it’s more malicious than 
that, and I believe this change 
was designed to do two things.

First off, it’s designed to invali-
date mail-in ballots. What per-
centage of absentee ballots are 
dropped off at the post office on 
the day of the election? I have 
no idea, but I imagine that it’s a 
large enough percentage that it 
could potentially skew election 
results, or at least leave a foot-
hold for an argument that a large 
percentage of absentee ballots 
are invalid.

The other goal is to erode faith 
in the USPS and push people to-
ward using corporate shipping 
companies like UPS and FedEx 
in our nation’s ongoing attempt 
to privatize all government ser-
vices. 

If that seems outlandish, con-
sider that the current United 
States Postmaster General Da-
vid P. Steiner —handpicked by 
President Donald Trump just 
last year — served on the FedEx 
Board of Directors since 2009 
and served as FedEx’s lead inde-
pendent director since 2013. 

As always, if you want to figure 
out why a government agency 
has made a policy change, the 
safest bet is to just assume the 
worst motivation imaginable.
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Immigration and Inflation

As we near the conclusion of President 
Trump’s first year of this term, I thought we 
should look at two issues he faced, immigra-
tion and inflation.

Trump acted swiftly to try to repair the 
damage done by the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration.

For many, the Biden-Harris era will be re-
membered for its failures to contain illegal 
immigration and tame high levels of inflation.

More than 11 million illegal aliens entered 
the United States thanks to Biden-Harris 
open borders policies!

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
reports that in Fiscal Year 2023, nationwide 
encounters topped more than 200,000 every 
month.

Some months even eclipsed 300,000!
At one point, Biden and Democrats errone-

ously claimed they could not fix the illegal im-
migration problem. They argued that it was a 
problem for Congress to solve!

Trump proved them wrong.
Since February 2025, CBP reports sig-

nificant declines in nationwide encounters. 
Monthly reports show that encounters dipped 
to an average of under 30,000 encounters na-
tionwide!

The progress on the border has been signifi-
cant!

Recent signs show that we are making some 
progress on inflation as well.

At one point under Biden-Harris, the infla-

tion rate hit 9.1% year-over-year. That num-
ber had not been seen in the United States in 
four decades!

Interestingly, the last time the yearly infla-
tion reached that level was when a Republican 
president inherited a similar troubling econo-
my from an unpopular Democratic president.

It was November 1981. President Ronald 
Reagan had been elected to office a year prior 
largely on a promise to fix the U.S. economy.

Americans were fed up with President Jim-
my Carter, who is also remembered for his 
failure to address high inflation.

As Reagan went about his first year in of-
fice, the inflation issue did not go away. De-
spite passage of a major tax cuts bill in his 
first year, Americans were still reeling from 
the Carter economy.

The public was beginning to doubt Reagan’s 
economic vision. His approval ratings were 
dipping.

Nonetheless, Reagan persisted with his free 
market reforms. After some time, Reagan’s 
economic measures to cut taxes and regula-
tions started to pay off!

Ironically, Trump finds himself following in 
Reagan’s footsteps.

After nearly a year in office, a majority of 
Americans feel dissatisfied with the economy. 
Patience appears to be running thin.

Like you, I am eager to see Trump fix the 
Biden-Harris economy. If it could happen to-
morrow, I would be ecstatic!

But as was the case with Reagan, it can 
take time to implement economic reforms and 
to see them yield results.

Recently, we received good economic news.
A report from the Consumer Price Index 

shows that the annual inflation rate in No-
vember slowed to 2.7%, better than what 
economists predicted.

While some urge caution that this number 
may not be wholly reflective because of the 
government shutdown, no one is arguing the 
annual inflation rate is anywhere close to 

9.1% like it was under Biden-Harris.
The Federal Reserve generally regards 2% 

as the target annual inflation rate.
A 2% annual inflation rate helps show that 

the economy is healthy enough for people and 
businesses to spend money and make invest-
ments, driving economic growth and helping 
stabilize prices for consumers.

We are seeing gas prices coming down, 
which indicates future price drops in goods 
because many goods are transported by truck.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) also grew at 
4.3% in the 3rd quarter of 2025.

While it is a work in progress, I believe that 
Trump’s efforts to reverse Biden-Harris in-
flationary policies will yield benefits for U.S. 
consumers.

The reconciliation bill that I voted for, and 
Republicans passed, this summer should also 
help our economic prospects.

Just like Reagan’s tax cuts bill in his first 
year, we delivered Trump a tax cuts package 
in his first year.

The bill preserves the 2017 Tax Cuts, pre-
vents a massive tax hike on American con-
sumers and helps deliver American communi-
ties better economic opportunities.

Such economic opportunities will stem from 
new policies that include no taxes on tips, no 
taxes on hourly overtime and a senior tax bo-
nus.

While these strong provisions will support 
our economy, it should be noted that Demo-
crats, who gloated about the Biden-Harris 
economy and dismissed the inflation issue, 
opposed our reconciliation bill!

Going into 2026, I will continue to support 
securing our borders and advocate for policies 
that lower taxes, promote deregulation, and 
in turn, tackle inflation.

As progress continues on these fronts, Re-
publicans in Congress will continue to sup-
port Trump’s efforts to clean up Biden’s infla-
tion mess and help steer the U.S. economy to 
new heights.

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

Holly 
Kozelsky

By Ben R. Williams



www.henrycountyenterprise.com           THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026 • HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE• PAGE 5 

Submit your community news and photos to 
dhall@theenterprise.net 
and be sure to like the 

Henry County Enterprise on Facebook

OBITUARIES
Mary “Bitsy” Fulcher Morgan

Mary “Bitsy” 
Fulcher Morgan was 
born January 9,1945, 
in Critz, VA. Her fa-
ther, John Fulcher, 
was Secretary-Trea-
surer at Hooker Fur-
niture Corporation. 
Her mother, Louise, 
was a music and kin-
dergarten teacher. In 
1950, the Fulchers 
moved to Martins-
ville. In 1951, Bitsy’s 
brother John, Jr. was 
born. 

Gifted academi-
cally and musically, 
Bitsy began study-
ing piano with Miss 
Elizabeth Davis, and 
later with Miss Ruth 
Pace. Bitsy was in 
the “top ten” scholars 
in her Martinsville 
High School Class of 
1963. She was a loyal 
member of the high 
school band, and per-
formed as a majorette 
during marching sea-
son. Bitsy was bap-
tized at the former 
First Baptist Church 
downtown, where she 
was active in the mu-
sic ministry. 

Upon graduation, 
Bitsy entered Salem 
College in Winston-
Salem, NC, graduat-
ing in 1967 with a 
BA in Music. In the 
1960’s, she met Fred, 
a native of Fort My-
ers, FL, and a stu-
dent at Wake Forest 
University. The two 
began dating, fell in 
love, and were mar-
ried at First Baptist 
Martinsville in 1968.

 Fred and Bitsy 
spent time in Rich-
mond, VA and Ath-
ens, GA before mov-
ing to Columbia, SC, 
where their three 
daughters were born. 
In 1981 the family 
moved to Asheville, 
NC, where Bitsy and 
Fred would remain 
for the next 40 years. 
Once in Asheville, 
Bitsy began working 
as a Director of Mu-
sic, serving several 
local United Method-
ist Churches, includ-
ing Trinity, Weaver-

ville, and Skyland. 
Most were combina-
tion positions with 
education, where she 
led youth groups, 
children’s choirs, 
handbell choirs, Bible 
school, and jumped in 
to fill any role need-
ed. Her strong faith 
was a guiding force 
in her life. In later 
years, the couple 
joined Central Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

 Beyond her musi-
cal gifts, Bitsy had a 
wealth of other tal-
ents. Her children re-
member a home filled 
with music, love, 
homemade meals, 
cakes, and sourdough 
bread, handmade 
costumes, flowers 
and tomatoes from 
the garden, and won-
derful decorations to 
make every holiday 
a special memory. 
Always prioritizing 
family, she continued 
many of her parent’s 
traditions, which her 
children carry on 
with their own fami-
lies today. Bitsy was 
a force of nature. She 
loved fully and put 
her heart into every-
thing she did. 

In 1996, Bitsy’s 
health began to de-
cline after a stroke, 
but with pure deter-
mination and cour-
age, she overcame 
many challenges. 
Then, in 2014, she 
suffered another life 
changing health cri-
sis. She spent the 
next several years in 
a long-term care fa-
cility due to her sub-
stantial needs. Bitsy 
and Fred had envi-

sioned living their 
retirement years 
in Winston-Salem 
where their lives to-
gether began. So, in 
2021, the children 
moved both Bitsy and 
Fred to a new home 
in Winston-Salem 
where they finally 
lived together once 
again.

Bitsy was pre-
ceded in death by 
her father, John T. 
Fulcher, Sr., and her 
mother, Louise Mar-
ion Fulcher. She is 
survived by her hus-
band of fifty-seven 
years, Fred L. Mor-
gan, Jr., her daugh-
ters, Dr. Elizabeth 
Morgan (Bergethon) 
and her husband 
Mark of Orlando, 
FL; Allison Reid and 
her husband Rob of 
Fort Mill, SC; and 
Ashley Morgan of 
Winston-Salem. She 
is also survived by 
her grandson, Quinn 
Morgan Bergethon, 
two granddaughters, 
Morgan Riley Reid 
and Emory Amelia 
Bergethon, and her 
brother, Rev. John T. 
Fulcher, Jr. 

A memorial service 
and musical celebra-
tion of Bitsy will be 
held at First Baptist 
Church, Martins-
ville, VA, at 3pm on 
Sunday, January 
18th. 

Bitsy will be re-
membered for her 
remarkable talents, 
her magnetic smile, 
her warm spirit, and 
her charitable heart. 
In lieu of flowers, the 
family suggests do-
nations to the Music 
School at Salem Col-
lege, the Humane 
Society, St. Jude’s 
Children’s Research 
Hospital, or the Unit-
ed Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief (UM-
COR).

For more informa-
tion about Bitsy or to 
share your memories, 
please visit www.da-
vidsonfuneralhome.
net/obituaries. 

Premiums set to go up for 
thousands of Virginians
By Zamone Perez 
Virginia News Connection
Republicans in Congress did not 

vote on an extension of Affordable 
Care Act tax credits before the new 
year began. Now, premiums on the 
marketplace are set to rise signifi-
cantly.

Nearly 400,000 Virginians will 
pay see their yearly premiums in-
crease by an average of over $700, 
and another 350,000 people are 
set to lose their health insurance 
entirely, according to Protect Our 
Care.

A vote on an extension of the tax 
credits may still be on the table for 
later this month, as Democrats and 
a couple Republicans signed a dis-
charge petition to force a vote on 
extending the credits.

Beth O’Connor, executive direc-
tor of the Virginia Rural Health 
Association, said the subsidies al-
lowed people to access health insur-
ance when they otherwise wouldn’t 
have been able to.

“So, the tax credits essentially 
have allowed people who don’t have 
employer-subsidized health insur-
ance,” said O’Conner, “to be able 
to get health insurance for them-
selves and their families at a rate 
that they can afford.”

While Democrats are largely in 
favor of an extension, Republicans 
in Washington are deeply divided 
on the issue, with House Speaker 
Mike Johnson cancelling a vote in 
December.

Moderates wanted a short ex-
tension, while more conservative 
Republicans demand spending con-
cessions if an extension is passed.

A rise in health insurance pre-
miums and a flood of people los-
ing their health insurance spells 
trouble for hospitals, especially in 
rural communities. O’Connor said 
rural hospitals and emergency 
rooms could be some of the hardest 
hit by a surge of people becoming 
uninsured.

“It makes it harder for hospitals, 
especially for rural hospitals who 
have a high percentage of people 
who don’t have insurance, to be 
able to pay their bills and keep 
their doors open,” said O’Conner. 
“If a higher percentage of the popu-
lation doesn’t have insurance, that 
means those people are likely to 
wait until a problem is very bad to 
see the doctor.”

According to Protect Our Care, 
the loss of ACA tax credits will also 
cause Virginia hospitals to lose $92 
million in funding.

More than 350,000 Virginians are set to lose health insurance due to the end of tax 
credits. (Wikimedia Commons)

Community Chronicles

By Jarred Marlowe
For more than a quarter cen-

tury, residents of Martinsville 
and the surrounding Henry Coun-
ty countryside repeatedly found 
themselves glancing skyward 
with curiosity, skepticism, and 
sometimes unease. From the late 
1940s through the early 1970s, lo-
cal newspapers such as the Daily 
Bulletin and the Journal recorded 
a steady stream of unexplained 
sightings. Together, these accounts 
offer a revealing glimpse into how 
a small community experienced 
the national fascination with flying 
saucers and unidentified objects in 
the sky.

The first major wave of reports 
arrived during the summer of 1947, 
when interest in mysterious aerial 
phenomena was sweeping the coun-
try. One of the most striking local 
stories came from Figsboro, where 
Mrs. Ben Pinkard claimed she had 
counted 352 shapeless objects pass-

ing over her home during a single 
night. Her son Jimmie reportedly 
timed their movement and conclud-
ed that ten objects crossed the sky 
each minute. While a reporter jok-
ingly suggested they might be cups 
to match the saucers, the Pinkard 
family stood firmly by what they 
had seen. That same evening, ho-
siery mill workers in Fieldale de-
scribed glowing disks with prismat-
ic colors moving overhead.

As the years passed, sightings 
continued and shifted locations. In 
March of 1950, L. S. Gibbs, an in-
surance adjuster traveling between 
Danville and Lynchburg, reported 
seeing a flying disc streak rapidly 
across the horizon. Gibbs was confi-
dent the object was neither an air-
plane nor a jet, adding to the grow-
ing sense that something unusual 
was occurring above Southside Vir-
ginia.

By October 1952, the phenome-
non had become communal. Groups 

A UFO terrorizes 1950s Martinsville in this digitally created photo. (Photo by Andy Doss)

of residents gathered outdoors on 
Dye Plant Road and Moss Street to 
watch a silver-colored object move 
slowly across the sky. Witnesses 
said it appeared to be a long streak 
with a tail and remained visible for 
as long as thirty minutes. Some ob-
servers were convinced they were 
seeing a flying saucer, while oth-
ers struggled to describe what they 
could plainly see but not explain.

As reports increased, so did at-
tempts to explain them. In July 
1957, W. P. Taylor of Henry Street 
offered a practical theory. He sug-
gested that many sightings were 
caused by automobile headlights 
reflecting off the slanted wind-
shields of oncoming cars, producing 
beams of light that could be seen 
for miles. Despite this explanation, 
new reports continued to surface.

Even official skepticism failed to 
quiet local interest. In November 
nineteen 1957, the United States 
Air Force announced that after in-
vestigating thousands of sightings 
over a ten-year period, it had found 
no evidence of extraterrestrial 
craft. Ironically, on the same night 
that statement appeared in print, 
young people in Bassett reported a 
rosy, pink light hovering near their 
car on Ridgewood Road. They in-
sisted it was not a prank or trick of 
the imagination.

As the nation entered the space 
age, explanations increasingly 
turned toward science. In January 

1965, a local reporter admitted that 
a bright object he initially labeled 
a flying saucer may have been a 
meteor. Still, he noted a strange 
coincidence when electrical power 
flickered off in his neighborhood at 
the exact moment of the sighting.

By October 1973, the language 
had changed. Flying saucers were 
now more commonly called UFOs. 
A Collinsville family reported see-
ing a bluish light near Route 220 
that appeared motionless and 
lacked any clear shape. They con-
sidered weather balloons and un-
usual atmospheric conditions but 
ultimately could not reach a con-
clusion.

Taken together, these stories 
form more than a collection of odd 
reports. They document a commu-
nity wrestling with the unknown 
and reflect a time when the myster-
ies of the sky captured the imagi-
nation of everyday people. Whether 
reflections, meteors, secret tests, or 
something never fully understood, 
the Martinsville sightings remain 
an enduring chapter of local his-
tory.

Jarred Marlowe is a local resi-
dent and historian. He is a member 
of the Col. George Waller Chapter 
of the Sons of the American Revo-
lution, the Blue & Gray Education 
Society, and the committee chair for 
the Martinsville-Henry County 250 
Committee. He may be reached at 
marloweja15@gmail.com. 
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Pre-apply now for the Specialty 
Crop Block Grant Program

The Virginia De-
partment of Agricul-
ture and Consumer 
Services (VDACS) is 
currently accepting 
pre-applications for 
the 2026 Specialty 
Crop Block Grant 
program. The United 
States Department 
of Agriculture’s Ag-
ricultural Marketing 
Service (USDA AMS) 
provides VDACS with 
Specialty Crop Block 
Grant funding to in-
crease the competi-
tiveness of Virginia 
specialty crops in the 
marketplace.

Pre -app l i ca t ions 
are due by 5 p.m. on 

Feb. 6, and should be 
submitted using the 
agency’s online por-
tal, which is available 
at www.vdacs.vir-
ginia.gov/sales-spe-
cialty-crop-competi-
tive-grant-program.
shtml. Applications 
received after 5 p.m. 
on Feb. 6 will not be 
considered. Project 
leaders will receive 
notification by Feb. 
23, as to if their proj-
ect is selected to de-
velop a full proposal. 
Full proposals will be 
due on March 13.

The program grant 
period is expected to 
begin on Oct. 1, and 
the duration of each 
grant is up to two 
years. This program 
is contingent upon 
the availability of 
federal funding.

A virtual infor-
mation session will 
be held on Tues-
day, Jan. 13, at 10 
a.m., to detail the 
2026 Specialty Crop 
Block Grant Pro-
gram round of fund-
ing and application 
process. Please visit 
www.vdacs.virginia.
gov/sales-specialty-
crop-compet i t ive -
g r a n t - p r o g r a m .
shtml for the virtual 
information session 
link and additional 
information includ-
ing previous year’s 
guidelines, instruc-
tions, and applica-
tion.

VDACS will accept 
pre-applications of 

up to $100,000 per 
project from state 
and local government 
agencies, educational 
institutions, non-
profit organizations, 
and agricultural as-
sociations, industry 
and producer groups. 
Individual producers 
are not eligible to ap-
ply for this grant.

Specialty crop com-
petitive grant propos-
als must be specific 
and explain how an 
association, industry 
group or organization 
will use the funds to 
enhance the competi-
tiveness of specialty 
crops. Some exam-
ples include research, 
promotion and mar-
keting plans, as well 
as food safety proj-
ects and projects that 
improve food access. 
In awarding USDA 
Specialty Crop Block 
Grant funds, VDACS 
will give priority to 
projects that have the 
sole purpose of en-
hancing the competi-
tiveness of specialty 
crops as they pertain 
to the following is-
sues:
• Enhance food safe-

ty.
• Improve the capac-

ity of all entities in 
the specialty crop 
distribution chain 
to comply with 
the requirements 
of the Food Safety 
Modernization Act 
and in cost-share 
arrangements for 
finding audits of 

such systems, in-
cluding USDA 
GroupGAP, for 
small farmers, 
packers, and pro-
cessors.

• Invest in specialty 
crop research, in-
cluding research 
to focus on con-
servation and en-
vironmental out-
comes.

• Develop new and 
improved seed va-
rieties and special-
ty crops.

• Improve pest and 
disease control.

• Increase child and 
adult nutrition 
knowledge and 
consumption of 
specialty crops.

• Improve efficiency 
and reduce costs 
of distribution sys-
tems.

• Enhance sustain-
ability.

Specialty crops are 
defined as fruits, veg-
etables, tree nuts, 
dried fruits, horti-
culture, and nurs-
ery crops to include 
floriculture. Visit 
www.ams.usda.gov/
services/grants/scb-
gp/specialty-crop for 
more information on 
eligible and ineligible 
crops.

Questions regard-
ing the pre-applica-
tion process should 
be directed to Janelle 
Otieno at janelle.oti-
eno@vdacs.virginia.
gov or Melissa Ball at 
melissa.ball@vdacs.
virginia.gov.

from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer – up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-

sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 

off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 

materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney (Facebook). 757-490-

0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hil-
tonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, 

get cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer 

today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-844-216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-

vice. For more information, 
call 1-855-262-5564

Woodwrx
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile, 
closet & garage organiz-
ers, repairs, etc. Origi-

nally based in Palm Beach 
County- References. 

Bob Morehouse Phone: 
276-930-1703 Cell: 561-
881-8292 E-Mail: Bob@
Woodwrx.net Website: 

Woodwrx.net.

Attention- Room For Rent
Nice & Clean, Double 
bed master room, fully 

furnished, from Martinsville 
12 minutes.  We rent to 
females 45 or older.  1 

person $369 plus $32 for 
utilities, 2nd person $137 
plus $19 for utilities.  No 
smoking, pets or drinking 
in the house.  Call or text: 

276-790-5965.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 

Promote your upcoming 
auctions statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target 
audience. Call this paper 

or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
January Kickoff Event! 

WINDOWS • SIDING • 
ROOFING — Premier 

Remodelers LLC. Early 
Season Savings — 100% 
Financing. Professional 
Installation. Licensed & 
Insured. 540-497-8567 | 
www.premierremodelers.
com Limited Time Offer!

SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-

stant shade at the touch of 
a button. Transform your 
deck or patio into an out-
door oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call now 

and SAVE $350 today! 
1-844-746-2332 

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter is the most advanced 
gutter protection for your 

home, backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 

transferrable warranty. Call 
today 1-877-614-6667 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-

tion and no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 20% off! 
Seniors and military save 

an additional 10%. Restric-
tions apply, see represen-

tative for warranty and offer 
details

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac 

Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 

FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 

SERVICES

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  340-2445

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination 

based on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, 
limitation or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
paper are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly ac-

cept any advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

Submit your 
community 

news and photos to 
dhall@theenterprise.net 

Puzzle Answers!

Thank You 
For Reading

BEST PRICES AROUND

Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm • Saturday 9 am - 2 pm

1580 GREENSBORO ROAD  |  MARTINSVILLE, VA

276.632.1286

RIVERSIDE BEDDING

HUGE SELECTION 
TO CHOOSE FROM

We Have What You Are Looking For!!

BEDDING SALE
SPRING

AIR

DHALL@THEENTERPRISE.NET
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Homestead Happenings

Beginning in February, the Reynolds 
Homestead will begin to collect input for the 
upcoming strategic plan development, which 
will guide operations at the center over the 
next decade. Input from patrons, residents, 
and the public will be collected through on-
line surveys, community listening sessions, 

focus groups, and personal interviews. Op-
portunities to participate will be shared on 
social media as well as in newsletters and on 
the website.    

Homestead Artisan Series
January
This month, a new Homestead Artisan Se-

ries kicks off, with a curated selection of tra-
ditional artisans who will share their crafts 
in a series of beginner-friendly, accessible 
workshops. Sign up at bit.ly/homesteadar-
tisan. Find class descriptions and more de-
tails at reynoldshomestead.vt.edu/upcoming-
events/ArtOfferings.

Sunday, January 25    
Burned Hats with Linda Wilson. Contributed photos

Sunday, February 21
Intro to Creating Alcohol Ink Art with Ginnie Conaway

Sunday, March 21
Beginner’s Pen and Ink Drawing with Karen Sigmon

Sunday, April 19
Turkey Wing Whisk Broom and Cake Tester Making with Erin Simons

Cash receipt data shows Virginia’s 
top ag products for 2024

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Economic Research Service has re-
leased cash receipt data for calendar year 
2024. This data is a primary tool for iden-
tifying which agricultural products are driv-
ing economic trends and production value 
in the Commonwealth. Total cash receipts 
for Virginia agricultural commodities in 
2024 were $4,552,075,000, which includes 
$2,983,928,000 in animals and animal prod-
ucts, and $1,568,147,000 in crops.

“Agriculture continues to be a strong eco-
nomic driver for the Commonwealth, thanks 
to the hard work and dedication of Virginia 
farmers,” said Joseph Guthrie, Commission-
er of the Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services. “The variety of com-
modities in which the Commonwealth ranks 
nationally demonstrates the breadth of Vir-
ginia’s agricultural diversity.”

Virginia’s top seven commodities for 2024 
as determined by cash receipts are broilers 
(chicken for meat); cattle and calves; mis-
cellaneous crops (includes most Controlled 
Environment Agriculture (CEA), nurseries, 
tomatoes, and potatoes, among others); dairy 
products – milk; soybeans; turkeys; and corn. 
When ranking states by commodity cash re-
ceipts, Virginia is third nationally in tobac-

co; fifth in apples; sixth in turkeys; eighth in 
peanuts; ninth in trout; and tenth in pump-
kins and other animals and products.

Virginia’s Top 20 Agricultural Commodi-
ties for Calendar Year 2024. Ranked by cash 
receipt value rounded to the nearest thou-
sand.

Thank you for reading the Henry County Enterprise
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• Belize wins the prize for having the 
national flag with the most colors — 
12.

• A California man discovered that 
he’d been paying his neighbor’s power 
bill for an astonishing 15 years because 
his meter was mapped to the wrong 
apartment.

• Labatt Park in London, Ontario, dat-
ing back to 1877, is the oldest contin-
ually operating baseball grounds in the 
world.

• A Japanese man who didn’t speak 
to his wife for 20 years while they still 
lived together and raised three children 
admitted his silence was due to jealou-
sy of the attention she paid to their kids. 
Fortunately, the couple finally recon-
ciled after said kids sought help from a 
TV show.

• Marie Curie was the first person ever 
to win two Nobel Prizes, one for phys-
ics and the other for chemistry, in honor 
of her work on radioactivity.

• Hawaiian pizza was invented by a 
Greek immigrant inspired by the sweet 
and savory flavors of Chinese cuisine.

• Atoms are nearly 100% empty 
space.

• Cotard’s Syndrome, aka Walking 
Corpse Syndrome, causes sufferers to 
believe they are dead or missing body 
parts.

• Ancient Egyptians pronounced the 
word “cat” as “mew” or “meow.”

• A 2001 study conducted at the Uni-
versity of Leicester showed that when 
cows listen to slow, soothing songs, 
they produce 3% more milk.

• Those CAPTCHA tests that verify 
you’re human and not a robot have a 
dual purpose: Each time you identify 
a bus or traffic light or what have you, 
you’re also helping to improve AI algo-
rithms for companies like Google.

• There are more than 1.4 billion 
insects for each human on Earth.

***
Thought for the Day: “Human kind-

ness has never weakened the stamina or 
softened the fiber of a free people. A 
nation does not have to be cruel to be 
tough.” — Franklin D. Roosevelt

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

300 W. 57th STREET, 15th FLOOR, NEW 

YORK, NY 10019

CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 708-7311 EXT. 

257   

STRANGE BUT TRUE #12345_20260105  

FOR RELEASE JAN. 5, 2026

By Lucie Winborne  

Advertise 
With Us! 

What we offer: • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• Flexible pricing 
• Highly Customizable Packages

that include print, digital or both
• Deeply discounted rates
• Seasonal Specials

What we have: • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• A team of Advertising Specialists who will work with you to customize a package,
STRETCH your advertising dollars, and accomplish your advertising goals

• A talented team of designers who will work to help you reach your base.

Join our family and put our talented team to work for you today. 
For more information, call the office at (276) 340-2445

ADVERTISE!
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Martinsville Marlins strong team in Race for the Golden Duck 
The Martinsville Marlins traveled to Franklin 

County to compete in the Race for the Golden 
Duck On December 20, joining teams from across 
the PYSA League, including Franklin County, 
Alta Vista, Alleghany, Virginia’s Blue Ridge, 
Southern Virginia, South Boston, and Bedford. 

The Marlins were represented by 37 swimmers 
ranging in age from 5 to 18, all contributing to a 
strong team performance. The Marlins won 1st 
place overall for the boys’ scores, 2nd place over-
all for the girls’ scores, and 1st place overall for 
combined team scores. 

“This was a huge win for us,” said Pamela Fol-
ey. “Our team puts in a lot of work. I’m incredibly 
proud of them.” 

Brad Kinkema added, “All the swimmers have 
worked very hard this season, and it was great to 
see this hard work translate into time drops and 
a first place victory.” 

Bailey Sharp, a former Marlin and current 
coach, said, “It is such an honor and a blessing to 
witness this wonderful group of strong, competi-
tive athletes reaching their goals together as a 
team. I am so proud of their dedication so far this 
season, and I can’t wait to see what other awards 
and trophies they earn—most importantly, how 
many ducks we bring home in the final stretch of 
the short course season!” 

The Marlins are coached this season by Kinke-
ma, Bailey Sharp, Foley, Sterling Anderson, Tay-
lor Shank, and Darin Johnson. 

Additionally, four Marlin swimmers have 
qualified for the Upper South East Regional 
YMCA Short Course Championship Meet, which 
will take place at Liberty University March 19 
- 22. Congratulations to Charlotte Zagol, Lynzi 
Haynes, Chase Dillard, and Sarah Jane Stone. 

Full results are:
Gus Arehart (5) 
4th place 6 & under 25 freestyle 
4th place 6 & under 25 backstroke 
Jaxon Calloway (9) 
2nd place 9 - 10 200 freestyle 
3rd place 9 - 10 50 butterfly 
Mason Calloway (13) 
2nd place13 -14 100 butterfly 
5th place 13 - 14 100 backstroke 
6th place 13 - 14 100 breaststroke
Rowan Calloway (11) 
1st place 12 & under 200IM 
1st place 12 & under 100 butterfly 
1st place 12 & under 100 breaststroke 
Cadence Carroll (7) 
3rd place 7 - 8 25 freestyle 
3rd place 7 - 8 50 freestyle 
3rd place 7 - 8 25 backstroke 
Maylee Cox (7) 
4th place 7 - 8 25 freestyle 
4th place 7 - 8 50 freestyle
7th place 7 -8 25 backstroke 
Chase Dillard (17) 
1st place 15 & over 50 freestyle 
1st place 15 & over 100 butterfly 
1st place 15 & over 100 freestyle 
Lyndon Eggleston-Clark (14) 
4th place 13 - 14 200 freestyle 
2nd place 13 - 14 200IM 
6th place 13 - 14 50 freestyle 
Noam Fleagle (10) 
11th place 9 - 10 50 freestyle 
6th place 9 - 10 100 freestyle 
Nathan Goad (17) 
1st place 15 & over 200IM 
4th place 15 & over 100 backstroke 
2nd place 15 & over 100 breaststroke 
Kaythan Gray (11) 
6th place 11 - 12 100IM 
4th place 11 - 12 50 butterfly 
7th place 11 - 12 50 breaststroke 
Lynzi Haynes (13) 
1st place 13 - 14 200 freestyle 
2nd place 13 - 14 50 freestyle 
2nd place 13 - 14 100 freestyle 
Nate Hoffman (7) 
6th 7 - 8 25 freestyle 
6th 7 - 8 50 freestyle 
5th 7 - 8 25 backstroke 
Christian LaPrade (9) 
16th 9 - 10 50 freestyle 
10th 9 - 10 50 backstroke
Sebastian LaPrade (10) 
1st place 9 - 10 100IM 
2nd place 9 - 10 100 freestyle 
3rd place 9 - 10 50 breaststroke 
Connor Lumpkins (8) 
5th place 7 - 8 25 freestyle 
4th place 7 - 8 25 backstroke 
CJ Martin (11)
2nd place 11 - 12 50 freestyle 
2nd place 11 - 12 100 freestyle 
1st place 11 - 12 50 backstroke 
Kole Martin (9) 
1st place 9 - 10 200 freestyle
3rd place 9 - 10 100IM 
1st place 9 - 10 100 freestyle 
Havah Mitchell (12) 
3rd 11 - 12 50 freestyle 
1st 11 - 12 50 backstroke 
1st 11 - 12 50 breaststroke 
Calum Moore (5) 
5th place 6 & under 25 freestyle 
5th place 6 & under 25 backstroke 
Tempest Mounce (9) 
10th place 9 - 10 50 freestyle 
3rd place 9 - 10 100 freestyle 
5th place 9 - 10 50 backstroke 
River Nester (9) 
3rd place 9 - 10 100 freestyle 
4th place 9 - 10 50 backstroke 
4th place 9 - 10 50 breaststroke 
Brandon Nunley (7) 
1st place 7 - 8 25 freestyle 

3rd place 7 - 8 50 freestyle 
2nd place 7 - 8 25 backstroke
Lauryn Palmer (11) 
6th place 11 - 12 50 freestyle 
4th place 11 - 12 100 freestyle 
2nd place 11 - 12 50 backstroke 
Samson Ray (14) 
10th place 13 - 14 50 freestyle 
7th place 13 - 14 100 freestyle
Adam Salem (10) 
15th place 9 - 10 50 freestyle 
9th place 9 - 10 50 backstroke 
5th place 9 - 10 50 breaststroke 
Layla Salem (12) 
7th place 11 - 12 50 freestyle 
3rd place 11 - 12 50 backstroke 
8th place 11 - 12 50 breaststroke 
Henry Schenk (10) 
3rd place 9 - 10 200 freestyle 
5th place 9 - 10 100 freestyle 
5th place 9 - 10 50 backstroke 
Harry Slate (10) 
8th 9 - 10 50 freestyle 
7th 9 - 10 100 freestyle 
6th 9 - 10 50 backstroke
Lyndon Slate (9) 
2nd place 9 - 10 50 freestyle 
3rd place 9 - 10 50 backstroke 
2nd place 9 - 10 50 breaststroke 
Lucas Stone (10) 
12th 9 - 10 50 yard freestyle 
12th 9 - 10 50 yard backstroke 
Nicolette Stone (14) 
3rd place 13 - 14 200IM 
4th place 13 - 14 50 freestyle 
4th place 13 - 14 100 breaststroke 
Sarah Jane Stone (16) 
1st place 15 & over 200IM 
1st place 15 & over 50 freestyle 
2nd place 15 & over 100 backstroke 
C. Taylor (9) 
17th place 9 - 10 50 freestyle 
13th place 9 - 10 50 backstroke 
Sophia Terrell (9) 
5th place 9 - 10 100IM 
7th place 9 - 10 50 freestyle 
5th place 9 - 10 50 breaststroke 
Kipton Vipperman (10) 
5th place 9 - 10 50 freestyle 
7th place 9 - 10 50 breaststroke 
Charlotte Zagol (17) 
2nd place 15 & over 50 freestyle 
1st place 15 & over 100 butterfly 
3rd place 15 & over 100 backstroke
Mixed 100 Medley Relay 10 & Under - 2nd 
place 
Cadence Carroll, River Nester, Sebastian 
LaPrade, and Maylee Cox 
Mixed 200 Medley Relay 10 & Under - 1st 
place 
Jaxon Calloway, Sophia Terrell, Kole Martin, 
and Kipton Vipperman 
Mixed 200 Medley Relay 12 & Under - 3rd 
place 
Lauryn Palmer, Kaythan Gray, Rowan Callo-

way, and CJ Martin 
Mixed 200 Medley Relay 14 & Under - 3rd 
place 
Havah Mitchell, Nicolette Stone, Mason Callo-
way, and Lyndon Eggleston-Clark 
Mixed 200 Medley Relay - 2nd place 
Charlotte Zagol, Sarah Jane Stone, Chase Dil-
lard, and Lynzi Haynes 
Mixed 10 & Under 100 Freestyle Relay 
Lucas Stone, C. Taylor, Maylee Cox, and Con-
nor Lumpkins - 3rd place 
Brandon Nunley, Nate Hoffman, Cadence Car-
roll, and Christian LaPrade - 6th place 
Mixed 10 & Under 200 Freestyle Relay - 
1st place 
Jaxon Calloway, Sophia Terrell, Kole Martin, 
and Kipton Vipperman 
Mixed 12 & Under 200 Freestyle Relay 
Kaythan Gray, Rowan Calloway, CJ Martin, 
and Sebastian LaPrade - 1st place 
Lucas Stone, Layla Salem, Henry Schenk, and 
Harry Slate - 3rd place 
Lauryn Palmer, Noam Fleagle, River Nester, 
and Adam Salem - 5th place 
Mixed 14 & Under 200 Freestyle Relay - 
2nd place 
Mason Calloway, Nicolette Stone, Lyndon Egg-
leston-Clark, and Havah Mitchell
Mixed 200 Freestyle Relay - 1st place 
Charlotte Zagol, Sarah Jane Stone, Chase Dil-
lard, and Lynzi Haynes

LEGALLegal 2 col x 5”
1227 0103 0110 0117

V IRG INIA:
IN TH E CIRCUIT COURT FOR TH E COUNTY  OF H ENRY

In re: Surplus Funds Derived from the
Foreclosure Sale of P roperty  Located 650
Axton Road, Axton, VA 24054

Western P rogressive - Virginia, Inc.,
Substitute Trustee, Case No. CL25-19 12
 P etitioner

Any /All Legal Heirs of Brenda B. Bestler
 Respondent,

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
The object of this suit is to interplead surplus funds remaining fol-

low ing the foreclosure sale of certain real property  commonly  k now n 
as 650 Axton Road, Axton, VA 22204.

It appearing by a൶davit that respondent Any/All Legal Heirs of 
Brenda B. Bestler’ s last k now n address is 650 Axton Road, Axton, 
VA 22204, that Any /All Legal Heirs of Brenda B. Bestler’ s present 
w hereabouts are unk now n, and that diligence has been used by  or on 
behalf of the petitioner without e൵ect to ascertain the location of Any/
All Legal Heirs of Brenda B. Bestler, it is

ORDERED that this Order be published once per w eek  for four 
successive w eek s in the Henry  Co. Enterprise and that Any /All Legal 
Heirs of Brenda B. Bestler appear on or before February  10, 2026, 
at 9:00 a.m. at in the ClerN¶s O൶ce of the Circuit Court for Henry 
County , Virginia and do w hat may  be necessary  to protect their inter-
est in this suit.

ENTERED THIS 11th DAY OF December, 2025 
I ask  for this:

John Ansell, III, VSB#  77676
Orlans Law  Group P LLC 
1602 Village Mark et Blvd, Suite 310
Leesburg, Virginia 20175
( 703)  777-7101 
( 703)  9 40-9 110 ( fax)  
jansell@ orlans.com
Counsel for Petitioner

SPORTS
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Arts &  Cultural Committee ( ACC)
Regular Meeting Schedule 2026

Council Chambers, Martinsville Municipal Building
1:00 P .M.

January  9 , 2026
February  13, 2026
March 13, 2026
April 10, 2026
May  8, 2026
June 12, 2026
July  10, 2026

August 14, 2026
September 11, 2026

October 9 , 2026
November 13, 2026
December 11, 2026

For further information regarding the Arts &  Cultural Committee
please contact Hannah P ow ell, Community  Development Specialist, at 
hpow ell@ martinsvilleva.gov or ( 276)  403-5156.

Legal 2 col x 3-1/4”
0110 0117

Architectural Review  Board ( ARB)
Regular Meeting Schedule 2026

Council Chambers, Martinsville Municipal Building
4:00 P .M.

January  8, 2026
February  12, 2026

March 12, 2026
April 9 , 2026
May  14, 2026
June 11, 2026
July  9 , 2026

August 13, 2026
September 10, 2026

October 8, 2026
November 12, 2026
December 10, 2026

Deadlines for applications for public hearings are approximately  30 
day s before the scheduled Architectural Review  Board ( ARB)  meeting. 
This allows sta൵ proper time to advertise and have all supporting docu-
mentation prepared. All ARB meetings are held in Council Chambers, 
at 4:00 p.m., on the 2nd Thursday  of each month. ARB meetings are 
held on an as-needed basis and may  be cancelled by  the board Chair if 
there are no items for the agenda. For further information regarding the 
ARB please contact Hannah P ow ell, Community  Development Special-
ist, at hpow ell@ martinsvilleva.gov or ( 276)  403-5156.

Legal 2 col x 2-1/4”
0110 0117

No t i c e  o f  Pu b l i c  H e a r i n g
Martinsville City  Council w ill hold a public hearing on January  27, 
2026, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at the City  of Mar-
tinsville Municipal Building located at 55 W. Church Street, Martins-
ville, VA, 24112, for those parties in interest to the follow ing req uest:
 1)   REQ UES T f o r  ALLEY W AY  ABANDONM ENT - Applica-
  tion of Cody  Williams, req uesting the city ’ s abandonment of an 
  approximate sixteen ( 16)  foot alley w ay  that is adjacent to prop-
  erty  located at 209  Cleveland Avenue ( Tax Map # : 43( 02) B/A) . 
  The abandonment of streets, alley w ay s, or rights-of-w ay  are a 
  req uest that req uire review  of the Martinsville P lanning Com-
  mission and review  and approval of Martinsville City  Council.
Q uestions or comments regarding this matter can be directed to Han-
nah P ow ell at hpow ell@ martinsvilleva.gov
Notice Submitted By :
Hannah L. P ow ell, CZ A
Community  Development Specialist

Legal 2 col x 3-3/4”
0110 0117

Martinsville P lanning Commission
Regular Meeting Schedule 2026

Council Chambers, Martinsville Municipal Building
4:00 P .M.

January  21, 2026
February  18, 2026 

March 18, 2026 
April 15, 2026
May  20, 2026
June 17, 2026
July  15, 2026

August 19 , 2026
September 16, 2026 

October 21, 2026
November 18, 2026

December 16, 2026 ( Tentative)
Deadlines for applications for public hearings ( special use permit, 
rez oning, etc.)  are approximately  30 day s before the scheduled P lan-
ning Commission meeting. This allows sta൵ proper time to advertise 
and have all supporting documentation prepared. All P lanning Com-
mission meetings are held in Council Chambers, at 4:00 p.m., on the 
3rd Wednesday  of each month. P lanning Commission meeting dates 
may  be subject to change due to holiday s or unforeseen circumstances. 
Once action is tak en on an application by  the P lanning Commission, 
the application is then forwarded to the City Manager¶s o൶ce to be 
considered at a public hearing w ith City  Council. For further informa-
tion regarding the P lanning Commission please contact Hannah P ow ell, 
Community  Development Specialist, at hpow ell@ ci.martinsville.va.us 
or ( 276)  403-5156.
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H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Seඋ඀iඈ Apaඋiඓ
P ursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry  County  Code, NOTICE is hereby  
given that the ow ner shall remove the structure w hich might endanger 
the public health or safety  of other residents of the County  on or before 
thirty  ( 30)  day s follow ing this publication and failure to do so w ill result 
in the County  having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by  the ow ner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landow ner: Seඋ඀iඈ Apaඋiඓ
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
431 BlacNberry Rd. - BlacNberry District
Henry  County , Virginia
 Tax Map:  27.1(000 )000 /160D
 Account Number - 01�950000
   County  of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Cඈඋnis Eu඀ene Bi඀඀s, -උ
Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the ow ner shall remove the structure w hich might endanger 
the public health or safety of other residents of the County on or before 
thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to do so will result 
in the County  having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by the owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landow ner: Cඈඋnis Eu඀ene Bi඀඀s -උ
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
9 59  Chestnut St. - Horsepasture District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  40.1(001 )013 /016 ,
 Account Number - 230960000
   County  of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Beඍඍy Lඈu Via Bඈඐeඋ
P ursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry  County  Code, NOTICE is hereby  
given that the ow ner shall remove the structure w hich might endanger 
the public health or safety  of other residents of the County  on or before 
thirty  ( 30)  day s follow ing this publication and failure to do so w ill result 
in the County  having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by  the ow ner and collected as taxes are collected.

 P ROP ERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landow ner: Beඍඍy Lඈu Via Bඈඐeඋ
P ROP ERTY LOCATION AND TAX  IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
9 40 Sunny brook  Circle - Black berry  District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  25.5( 003 ) 014A, 15-18
 Account Number - 017210021
   County  of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone ( 276)  634-4615

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Bඋasඈn Pඋඈpeඋඍies, LLC
Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the owner shall remove the structure which might endanger 
the public health or safety of other residents of the County on or before 
thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to do so will result 
in the County having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by the owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landowner: Bඋasඈn Pඋඈpeඋඍies, LLC
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
��7 Field Ave. - Horsepasture District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  40.2(001 )004 /003 ,
 Account Number - 013600021
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Ranൽy S. Diඅඅaඋൽ
Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the owner shall remove the structure which might endanger 
the public health or safety of other residents of the County on or before 
thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to do so will result 
in the County having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by the owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landowner: Ranൽy S. Diඅඅaඋൽ
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
9�9 FarmbrooN Rd. - Ridgeway District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  73.7(004 )000 /029B
 Account Number - 052460000
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Leൽඈniආඈn Wiඅsඈn Fඈye
P ursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry  County  Code, NOTICE is hereby  
given that the ow ner shall remove the structure w hich might endanger 
the public health or safety  of other residents of the County  on or before 
thirty  ( 30)  day s follow ing this publication and failure to do so w ill result 
in the County  having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by  the ow ner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landow ner: Leൽඈniආඈn Wiඅsඈn Fඈye
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
7751 Axton Rd. - Iriswood District
Henry  County , Virginia
 Tax Map:  75.5(000 )000 /0�7E
 Account Number - 05�230001
   County  of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone ( 276)  634-4615

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Rඈ඀eඋ Leඏanൽeඋ Hanna
Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the owner shall remove the structure which might endanger 
the public health or safety of other residents of the County on or before 
thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to do so will result 
in the County having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by the owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landowner: Rඈ඀eඋ Leඏanൽeඋ Hanna
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
1122 Tahoe Dr. - Collinsville District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  29.7(051 )000 /101
 Account Number - 216090002
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Aඅൻeඋඍ Keඅඅenൻenඓ, III, 
An඀eඅa Sඐeർ඄eඋ & -ඈy Bඋeඐeඋs

Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the owner shall remove the structure which might endanger 
the public health or safety of other residents of the County on or before 
thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to do so will result 
in the County having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by the owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landowner: Aඅൻeඋඍ Keඅඅenൻenඓ, III,  
  An඀eඅa Sඐeർ඄eඋ & -ඈy Bඋeඐeඋs
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
2036 Appalachian Dr. - Collinsville District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  41.1(043 )000 /012 , 13
 Account Number - 045750000
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

LEGAL LEGAL LEGAL

LEGAL
LEGAL

LEGAL

LEGAL
LEGAL

LEGAL

LEGAL
LEGAL

LEGAL

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Aඅൻeඋඍ Keඅඅenൻenඓ, III, 
An඀eඅa Sඐeർ඄eඋ & -ඈy Bඋeඐeඋs

Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the owner shall remove the structure which might endanger 
the public health or safety of other residents of the County on or before 
thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to do so will result 
in the County having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by the owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landowner: Aඅൻeඋඍ Keඅඅenൻenඓ, III,  
  An඀eඅa Sඐeർ඄eඋ & -ඈy Bඋeඐeඋs
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
2040 Appalachian Dr. - Collinsville District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  41.4(043 )000 /011 ,
 Account Number - 06�090000
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Kenneඍh R & -aniർe L Ri඀඀s/
C/O Kaඋen & -esse Ri඀඀s

P ursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry  County  Code, NOTICE is hereby  
given that the ow ner shall remove the structure w hich might endanger 
the public health or safety  of other residents of the County  on or before 
thirty  ( 30)  day s follow ing this publication and failure to do so w ill result 
in the County  having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by  the ow ner and collected as taxes are collected.

 P ROP ERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landow ner: Kenneඍh R & -aniർe L Ri඀඀s/
  C/O Kaඋen & -esse Ri඀඀s
P ROP ERTY LOCATION AND TAX  IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
381 Oliver Dr. - Black berry  District
Henry  County , Virginia
 Tax Map:  25.1( 000 ) 000 /121E,
 Account Number - 187870001
   County  of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone ( 276)  634-4615

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Fඋanർienne W. Sauർeൽඈ
Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the owner shall remove the structure which might endanger 
the public health or safety of other residents of the County on or before 
thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to do so will result 
in the County having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by the owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landowner: Fඋanർienne W. Sauർeൽඈ
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
4�6 PatricN Ave. - Horsepasture District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  40.2(001 )016 /005 ,6A
 Account Number - 005750000
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

LEGAL
LEGAL

LEGAL

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Kඈy Vau඀hn
P ursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry  County  Code, NOTICE is hereby  
given that the ow ner shall remove the structure w hich might endanger 
the public health or safety  of other residents of the County  on or before 
thirty  ( 30)  day s follow ing this publication and failure to do so w ill result 
in the County  having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by  the ow ner and collected as taxes are collected.

 P ROP ERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landow ner: Kඈy Vau඀hn
P ROP ERTY LOCATION AND TAX  IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
255 Melrose Dr. - Reed Creek  District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  28.2( 024 ) 000 /009  ,10
 Account Number - 0319 30012
   County  of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone ( 276)  634-4615

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Eൽඐin Kin඀ Via
P ursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry  County  Code, NOTICE is hereby  
given that the ow ner shall remove the structure w hich might endanger 
the public health or safety  of other residents of the County  on or before 
thirty  ( 30)  day s follow ing this publication and failure to do so w ill result 
in the County  having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by  the ow ner and collected as taxes are collected.

 P ROP ERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landow ner: Eൽඐin Kin඀ Via
P ROP ERTY LOCATION AND TAX  IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
10487 Greensboro Rd. - Ridgew ay  District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  71.6( 004 ) 000 /000D
 Account Number - 063100000
   County  of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone ( 276)  634-4615

LEGAL
LEGAL

LEGALLegal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0110 0117

H ENRY  COUNTY  PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENT TO REM OV E AN UNS AFE S TRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER: Wayne M. & Susie K. Shupe
Pursuant to Section 6-300 of the Henry County Code, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the owner shall remove the structure which might endanger 
the public health or safety of other residents of the County on or before 
thirty (30) days following this publication and failure to do so will result 
in the County having to remove the structure and the cost or expense shall 
be charged to an paid by the owner and collected as taxes are collected.

 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
 OWNER - Landowner: Wayne M. & Susie K. Shupe
 PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER -
1517 Wagon Trail Rd. - Horsepasture District
 Henry County, Virginia
 Tax Map:  59.5(000 )000 /020B,
 Account Number - 200955000
   County of Henry
   Charles Campbell
   Chief Building Inspector
   Telephone (276) 634-4615

Legal 2 col x 1-1/2”
0103 0110 0117 0124

ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CL25001724-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
HENRY CIRCUIT COURT
3160 Kings Mountain Rd, 3rd FL, Martinsville, VA 24112
MICHAEL LEE RAYMOND ISLEY v. GLENDA JARRELL ISLEY
The object of this suit is to:
OBTAIN A DIVORCE A VINCULO MATRIMONII
IT IS ORDERED that GLENDA JARRELL ISLEY appear at the 
above-named Court and protect her interests on or before FEBRUARY 
20, 2026
12/22/25

LEGAL

THANK 
YOU FOR 
READING
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Book club creates safe space for LGBTQ+ readers
By Jessica Dillon
Rainbow Readers is an LGBTQ+ book club 

that meets at Magnolia & Main Books with 
the goal of creating an inclusive space for read-
ers while exploring a shared love of books. The 
group was created by Ashley Hodges and meets 
once a month to discuss its current selection.

The club formed after Hodges previously par-
ticipated in another group that eventually dis-
solved. A separate group was created in the 
summer of 2025.

“I wanted to do something for the communi-
ty for the queer population, but I didn’t know 
where to start,” Hodges said.

A longtime reader, Hodges began searching 
for spaces in the community where she could feel 
included and decided to create one herself.

“Originally, the group was going to do a silent 
book club with an option to do clubs,” Hodg-
es said. Instead, participants began talking 
through the meeting, turning it into a tradition-
al book club.

The first book the group read was Ruby Fruit 
Jungle, which Hodges described as “It was a 
girl’s life from childhood to adulthood, her find-
ing her way.” The book resonated personally 
with her.

“We need more safe spaces for the queer com-
munity, also I just love to read,” Hodges said. 
She added that the area has “grown more ac-
cepting” over the years.

Sam, Hodges’ wife, said growing up locally as 
a gay person was difficult.

“I grew up around here, she did too, I lived here 
just about my whole life. Growing up in this area 
as a gay person was challenging,” Sam said.

Sam Hodges said they have since found a 
sense of community, crediting spaces such as 
Unicorn AF, a salon owned by Annette Fitzger-
ald, for helping provide support.

“I’ve never seen that support outside of my 
mom,” Sam Hodges said.

Ashley Hodges agreed.
“We really have found our community, I feel 

like we are growing,” she said.
The Pride Coalition has also helped create 

more inclusive spaces in the area and has re-
cently hosted additional drag shows.

“We think there should be more for the LGBT 
youth around here, we didn’t have that when we 
were younger,” Ashley Hodges said.

She expressed concern about the mental 
health of LGBTQ+ youth in the area.

“I felt alone a lot being younger and being 
gay,” Sam Hodges said.

In January, the club plans to allow members 
to choose their own books and give PowerPoint 
presentations explaining why others should 
read them. Hodges said she provides free snacks 
and refreshments at every meeting.

“I try to support other local LGBT businesses,” 
she said.

Rainbow Readers will meet again at 6 p.m. 
Jan. 30 at Magnolia & Main Books, 810 Main 
St., Ridgeway. The group is open to everyone, 
including those interested in trying new books.

Lawless highlights early community 
work, launch of new nonprofit

By Jessica Dillon
Representative Chris Lawless 

held a press conference on Jan. 1 
— his first day as a member of the 
Henry County Board of Supervi-
sors, to highlight recent work he 
said he has done in the commu-
nity, and his plans to continue.

The conference was outside a 
tobacco and vape shop at the cor-
ner of Oakland Drive and Virgin-
ia Avenue, where he said a large 
stockpile of tires had been iden-
tified by the Henry County Sher-
iff’s Office as a code violation. 

Lawless said he helped the shop’s 
owner understand the violation 
and worked with him to have the 
tires removed.

Because the shop’s owner does 
not speak fluent English, Law-
less said he coordinated with an-
other individual outside the area 
to help communicate.

“I know that the sheriff’s office 
has been doing all the effort they 
can to get rid of these tires, and 
a lot of other people in the com-
munity,” Lawless said. “I actu-
ally came in. I was able to com-

municate with the owners, and 
was able to find a happy medium 
where we got these tires out of 
here.”

Lawless said the tires were re-
moved within two days.

“The next goal is to start clean-
ing up the sides of the street, and 
these people are actually at the 
tobacco and vape shops, and look, 
they understand what I’m trying 
to do,” he said.

Lawless said he supports new 
businesses locating to Collins-
ville, but emphasized the impor-
tance of following regulations 
from the start.

“If you want to come into the 
Collinsville District and you want 
to create a business, let’s do it the 
right way. Let’s do it the right 
way right off the gate, and let’s 
make a difference for everybody,” 
he said.

Lawless said his public pres-
ence on New Year’s Day was in-
tended to show his commitment 
to the district.

“Everybody thought my last 
campaign was just a big show. 
It’s not a show,” he said. “I’m out 
here on January the first letting 
everybody know that I’m trying 
to make a difference. And the 
new campaign going forward into 
2026 is trash, grass and drugs, 
and how all of them are tied to-
gether.”

Lawless said drugs have been 
added to his “trash and grass” 
slogan, referencing drug enforce-
ment efforts led by Sheriff Wayne 
Davis. Lawless compared Davis 
to “Batman,” and said he would 
like to serve as his “Robin” in the 
local fight against drugs.

Davis said he appreciates sup-
port from Lawless and the Board 

of Supervisors.
“I do not want to see my chil-

dren leave this area due to the 
fact that they can’t make it here 
because the business is not here,” 
Lawless said. “Economic growth 
ties in with trash, grass and 
drugs.”

Earlier in the day, Lawless 
worked with the Trash Pandas 
volunteer group to pick up lit-
ter and said he plans to continue 
those efforts.

“I want to make sure that ev-
erybody understands what our 
mission is this year and what 
we’re trying to accomplish,” he 
said. “And I’m going to keep do-
ing what I’m doing, and I ain’t 
gonna stop.”

Lawless also announced plans 
to launch the ‘Collinsville Con-
nection.’ a group intended to help 
local businesses network and col-
laborate. He said the group is ex-
pected to launch near the end of 
January and will be structured as 
a nonprofit.

“What the Collinsville Connec-
tion is gonna do is it’s going to 
allow all these business leaders, 
small and big, to come together,” 
he said. “So, my small businesses 
have a voice. Small businesses 
need to have a voice so they can 
survive, and they need to get no-
ticed. They need to be out here in 
the media. We need to give them 
attention, and we need to support 
them.”

Lawless encouraged residents 
to reach out if they need assis-
tance.

“It takes all of us as a communi-
ty in order to be able to do it,” he 
said. “But again, I’m telling you, 
please don’t be a part of the prob-
lem. Be a part of the solution.”

Chris Lawless, the incoming Collinsville District representative on the Henry County Board 
of Supervisors, speaks during a Jan. 1 press conference outside a tobacco and vape shop 
where he helped facilitate the removal of tires.

Pay the Day Is Back - Join 
the YMCA for Just $1–$31
The Martinsville-Henry County Family YMCA 

is excited to share a January 2026 communi-
ty promotion that makes prioritizing health 
and wellness more accessible than ever.

Pay the Day Membership Special: The day 
of the month is the amount you pay to be-
gin your YMCA membership. For example, 
join on January 5 for $5, January 10 for $10, 
and so on. This limited-time offer allows new 
members to start their wellness journey at an 
affordable rate while gaining access to:

- A welcoming fitness center
- Group exercise classes
- Personal training options
- Sports programming
- Kids Zone
Important Details:
- Offer valid through January 31, 2026
- Must be 18 years or older with a valid 
photo ID
- Limited to one offer per membership
- Additional restrictions may apply
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Submit your community 
news and photos to 

dhall@theenterprise.net 
Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.

Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

County shelter caps year with 
successful mega adoption event

By Jessica Dillon
As shelters across the region continue efforts 

to place animals in permanent homes, the 
Henry County Animal Shelter is reflecting on 
a successful mega adoption event that helped 
dozens of animals find new beginnings just be-
fore the holidays.

The shelter participated in a large-scale 
adoption event Dec. 20 in Roanoke, organized 
by the Roanoke Angels of Assisi. The event 
brought together 12 organizations, including 
groups focused on adopting out horses and 
rabbits, and drew a steady stream of potential 
adopters.

Henry County Animal Shelter transported 
26 animals to the event and saw 16 of them 
adopted.

Before attending, the shelter had to ensure 
each animal was spayed or neutered and up to 
date on vaccinations — a cost totaling about 
$2,000. Those expenses were covered through 
donations and partnerships with local busi-
nesses.

Shelter manager Dakota Cassell said com-
munity support made the trip possible.

“An individual for Giving Tuesday donated 
$1,000” toward the event, Cassell said, noting 
that the donor gave despite the shelter not be-
ing recognized as a 501(c)(3).

Autos By Nelson also hosted donation drives 
at its service centers.

“Between Nelson’s and her donation, it end-
ed up covering the mega adoption event,” Cas-
sell said, allowing the animals to be adopted at 
a lower cost.

Among the animals adopted was Bug, a pit 
bull that came to the shelter through a ne-
glect case. Bug was dyed red and green using 
animal-safe products for the event by Barking 
Beauties LLC, a grooming business that regu-
larly assists shelters.

“Bug was the best gentleman ever. I mean 
literally, he was so sweet he let me do every-
thing. He would’ve let me paint his nails if I 
had to,” said Kellie Violante, owner of Barking 
Beauties. “He was just a good boy who came 
from a bad situation. He was trusting and 
sweet, you just couldn’t tell he ever had a bad 
experience with a human.”

A family initially debated adopting Bug be-
fore deciding to take him home.

“He got his paint job on, he got a picture with 
Santa Claus, he got a new home,” Violante 
said.

Another success story was Kendrick Lapaws, 
a cat that had been at the shelter since Octo-
ber.

“He was the second adoption of the day,” 

Cassell said.
Preparing for the event required significant 

coordination, Cassell said, with two animal 
control officers assisting and animals trans-
ported across three vehicles.

“It was an adventure,” she said.
The shelter set up the day before the event, 

with Cassell transporting crates ahead of time.
“The dogs were confused where they were go-

ing, but excited when they got there,” she said.
Cassell said attendance exceeded expecta-

tions.
“They actually had made a huge line 

wrapped around the building waiting to get 
in,” she said.

The event also helped raise awareness of the 
Henry County Animal Shelter among adopters 
unfamiliar with its work.

“There were a lot of people that didn’t know 
about us,” Cassell said. “We actually took a 
case summary board, highlighting what we did 
in the year.”

Following the event, Angels of Assisi reached 
out to explore ways to continue supporting the 
shelter.

“It’s a great event, not only watching our an-
imals, but other animals get adopted,” Cassell 
said. “They had a mini horse there, that was a 
fun experience to watch.”

This pooch found a home for the holidays, and the new 
owners were all smiles. (Contributed photos)

Dressed to impress and sporting seasonal colors with a 
green ear and red tail.

Another pup goes home for Christmas.

SAR chapter creates Speaker Bureau
The Colonel George Waller Chapter of the 

Sons of the American Revolution is pleased 
to announce the formal establishment of its 
Speakers Bureau, with 2026 marking the in-
augural year of the program.

While chapter members have long provided 
historical talks and presentations, the Speak-
ers Bureau brings these efforts together un-
der a single, organized initiative. The bureau 
offers programs not only on the American 
Revolution, but also on a wide range of top-
ics related to local history, historical recollec-
tions, and the Civil War. 

The chapter welcomes invitations from civ-
ic groups, schools, churches, historical soci-
eties, and community organizations seeking 
knowledgeable speakers for meetings or spe-
cial events. 

To request a speaker or learn more about 
available programs, please contact Andy 
Doss at andydoss@vt.edu or Jarred Marlowe 
at marloweja15@gmail.com. Some of the available speakers include Jarred Marlowe, Andy Doss, Pete Lovell
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