
Healthy Hearts initiative brings 
fitness, nutrition to residents

By Jessica Dillon
LaDonna Hairston, 

owner of Performance 
276 and a board mem-
ber of the Salvation 
Army and the Minor-
ity Business Consor-
tium, is advocating 
for healthier lifestyles 
through the Healthy 
Hearts Learning Col-
laborative, a Centers 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention-fund-
ed initiative focused 
on community health 
education.

Hairston said her 
goal is to reach resi-
dents — particularly 
minority communities 
— who may not have 
grown up with access 
to health education or 
examples of healthy 
habits.

“Especially the mi-
nority individuals in 
the area, especially 
those who may not 
have seen their par-
ents exercising and 
practicing healthy 
habits,” Hairston said. 
“So, they are able to 
create a legacy for 
their children.”

She said she en-
visioned a gym that 
welcomes families and 
helps parents intro-
duce healthy behav-
iors early.

“Planting that seed, 
and then they would 
water it, and it would 
grow within their fam-
ily,” she said.

To help achieve that 
goal, Performance 

276 offers free fitness 
classes for different 
age groups on select 
days and hosts cook-
ing classes through a 
partnership with Pil-
grim Baptist Church. 
Hairston said regular 
movement — not nec-
essarily a gym mem-
bership — is key to 
better health.

“Just exercise,” she 
said. “People think 
that they have to go to 
a gym. It’s not neces-
sary — just movement. 
It can be dancing, just 
doing 30 minutes a 
day. It doesn’t have to 
all be at one time.”

Hairston said even 
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Shell Building completed at Patriot Centre
By Taylor Boyd
A new 100,440-square-foot shell 

building was recently completed 
at Tract 2 of the Patrick Centre In-
dustrial Park.

Mark Heath, president and CEO 
of the Martinsville-Henry Coun-
ty Economic Development Corp. 
(EDC), said the facility is designed 
for modern manufacturing or up-
scale warehousing operations. 

“It’s just now been completed, so 
we expect interest in it to pick up,” 
he said.

Heath believes one of the better 
aspects of the building is that it can 
be expanded to 400,000 square feet.

“There seems to be a trend in the 
marketplace now for larger exist-
ing or shell buildings, so we think 
that will help increase the amount 
of interest and traffic on the build-
ing,” he said.

The facility is on a 20-acre lot and 
has 32.5 feet clear ceiling heights A new 100,440-square-foot shell building was recently completed at Tract 2 of the Patriot Centre Industrial Park. (Photos from the 

Martinsville-Henry County Economic Development Corporation)

Williams selected recipient 
of Jack Dalton award

By Taylor Boyd
The Henry County Board of Su-

pervisors presented the 2025 Jack 
Dalton Community Service Award 
to Charles Williams at its February 
24 meeting.

The annual award honors a 
Henry County resident whose vol-
unteerism and civic involvement 
reflect the spirit of longtime public 
servant Jack Dalton. 

Williams is a U.S. Army veteran 
who served from 1969 to 1972, in-
cluding service in Vietnam, and has 
remained deeply involved in sup-
porting fellow veterans as a Life 
Member of VFW Post 1115 and a 

member of American Legion Post 
42. For decades, he has also sup-
ported local emergency services, 
including the Horsepasture Volun-
teer Fire Department, Horsepas-
ture Volunteer Rescue Squad, Fiel-
dale Volunteer Fire Department, 
and the Fieldale Heritage Group. 
He previously served as a driver 
for the Horsepasture Rescue Squad 
and currently serves on its board, 
in addition to past leadership on 
the Henry County Emergency Ser-
vices Advisory Committee. 

A member of the Horsepasture 
Ruritan Club for more than 30 

Charles Williams was presented with the 2025 Jack Dalton Community Service Award by 
the Henry County Board of Supervisors.

Fincher expands on comments 
following February council meeting

By Taylor Boyd
Martinsville Interim City Manag-

er Rob Fincher took time following 
the Feb. 24 City Council meeting to 
clarify comments he made and ad-
dress rumors circulating about city 
finances, lawsuits and document 
management.

“They’re rumors that keep pop-
ping up, and we’ll see them on so-
cial media or we’ll hear them in 
other ways like in person. People 
will say, ‘Well what about this 
missing money,’ and I’ll say, ‘What 
are you talking about,’” he said.

Missing Funds
One persistent rumor involved $5 

million in American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funds.

“None of that ended up being 
missing. It was that we had to 
change the way things were being 
appropriated for the federal report-
ing to get it all within the timeline. Interim City Manager Rob Fincher 

addressed rumors during a Feb. 26 sit-
down interview.

Teague zeroes in on city budget 
during brief return to council 
By Taylor Boyd
A few days after his 

first Martinsville City 
Council meeting, Mi-
chael “Gene” Teague 
said his immediate 
focus is on the city’s 
budget and capital im-
provements during his 
three-month term.

Teague was ap-
pointed by Judge G. 
Carter Greer on Feb. 
23 to fill in for Mayor 
LC Jones while Jones 
is suspended pending 
a June 5 jury trial. A 
former council mem-
ber with decades of ex-
perience, Teague has 
returned to city hall 
to lend his perspective 
and guidance during 
the current budget 
cycle.

“That’s really my 
focus—how do I help 
from a budgetary 
standpoint, and then 
if there are any issues 
that happen during 
that period, to make 
sure that I am a fifth 
vote,” Teague said.

He said returning 
to the council after 
years away gave him 
perspective on current 

operations and priori-
ties. Teague empha-
sized the importance 
of a line-item budget 
to make expenditures 
transparent and en-
sure alignment with 
revenue.

“I think during the 
previous administra-
tion, they had got-
ten away from the 
line-item budget and 
moved some catego-
ries around and made 
it very difficult for peo-

ple to understand at a 
low level where the ex-
penditures are. Hon-
estly, I want to make 
sure that we got that 
line-item budget so ev-
erybody understands 
what we’re spending, 
why we’re spending it, 
and that it’s definitely 
aligned with the rev-
enue,” he said.

Teague also wants 
to restore the meals 
tax fund—originally 

Michael “Gene” Teague said the budget and capital 
improvements are his priorities during his three-month 
council term.

LaDonna Hairston, owner of Performance 276, is helping 
to spearhead community health education. (Contributed)
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Now Through March 22

Sunday Afternoon Lecture Series by the MHC Historical Society

The Martinsville-Henry County Historical 
Society presents a free history program on the 
third Sunday of each month. The hour-long 
programs are held at 3 p.m. at the MHC Heri-
tage Museum, 1 E. Main St., Martinsville.

To recommend a speaker or topic, email mh-
chistoricalsociety@gmail.com or call 276-403-
5361.

Upcoming programs and their speakers will 
be:

Historic Gardens, with Debbie Lewis of 
the Garden Club of Virginia, 3 p.m. March 
15

Not only buildings but also the grounds and 
landscape bring us back to the past. Join the 
MHC Historical Society on March 15 as Deb-
bie Lewis, a former Garden Club of Virginia 
(GCV) president, talks about historic gardens.

The MHC Heritage Museum is the site of 
one of the GCV’s 41 historic landscape resto-
ration sites. The grounds, of the former Henry 
County Courthouse, were transformed into a 
tree-lined plaza perfect for outdoor events and 
as a gathering spot which follows the tradi-
tion of Martinsville’s Public Square. In all, 
the GCV has completed 129 restorations at 52 
different public spaces in the Commonwealth. 
These are the landscapes you know and love 
— Monticello, Montpelier, Poplar Forest, Ex-
ecutive Mansion Capitol Square, Mount Ver-
non, major universities and more. Funds for 
the restorations come from Historic Garden 
Week, which in Martinsville will be observed 
on April 22.

Everyone who attends this program will re-
ceive free perennial plants and/or bulbs for 
their own gardens because, of course, garden-
ers love to share and spread the beauty!

 
Laying the Past to Rest: A History  of 

Funeral Traditions, with Jarred Mar-
lowe, 3 p.m. April 19.

Jarred Marlowe takes us on a fascinating 
journey through how we care for the dead, 
from ancient mummification and early Ameri-

can burial customs to the rise of embalming, 
hearses, cremation, and the modern funeral 
home. He also talks about and how funeral 
traditions in Martinsville and Henry County 
evolved over the last century.

Marlowe is a graduate of Virginia Military 
Institute, a member of the Col. George Waller 
Chapter Sons of the American Revolution, a 
consultant for the Blue & Gray Education So-
ciety, and the chairman of the local Virginia 
250 Anniversary Committee. He writes the 
“Community Chronicles” column for the Henry 
County Enterprise and, with Andy Doss, runs 
the YouTube video channel “Doss-Marlowe: 
History in Sight.”

 
The Right Place, The Right Time - 

The Story of Ridgeway Clocks, division 
of Gravely Furniture Co., Inc., by Will 
Gravely, 3 p.m. May 17

The history of Ridgeway Clocks started ex-
actly 100 years ago when Mr. R.P. Gravely 
and other local businessmen subscribed to 
$100,000 in stock to start a company to make 
furniture in the building in uptown Martins-
ville that at the time was that of B.F. and R.P. 
Gravely, being used for the manufacture of pins 
and brackets, etc., for telegraph and telephone 
companies. Gravely Furniture Company made 
household furniture until the early 1960’s 
when they started manufacturing grandfather 
clocks. The Martinsville Speedway has been 
giving a Ridgeway Clock grandfather clock as 
its race prize since 1964. In 1985, the Gravely 
Furniture Company was sold to Pulaski Furni-
ture Corporation. In November 2004, Pulaski 
sold Ridgeway Clock to Howard Miller Clock 
Company in Zeeland, Michigan. Howard Mill-
er announced they would shut down in 2025. 

 
A Few Lines to Margaret: A Local Ac-

count of the First World War by Hunter 
Haskins, 3 p.m. June 21

Experience the emotional depth of America’s 
involvement in World War I through a series 
of 45 letters from a local soldier to his wife. 

These frontline love letters reveal the humor, 
dedication, tragedy, and love of the Lost Gen-
eration. Come join Hunter Haskins, a board 
member of the MHC Historical Society, as he 
brings the story of the Paschals back to life.

Haskins is the Assistant Director of the Sa-
lem Museum & Historical Society in Salem. 
He is a 2021 graduate of Roanoke College with 
majors in history and political science and a 
concentration in public/applied history. He has 
been a blacksmith with Ferrum College’s Blue 
Ridge Institute, a Carlisle School teacher and 
a volunteer for the Bassett Historical Center.

 
William Byrd: Laying Down the Line, by 

Garrett Channell, July 19
Garrett Channell, Executive Director of the 

Salem Museum, with a look at the life of Wil-
liam Byrd (1674-1744), a planter, surveyor, 
and member of the Royal Governor’s Council. 
The native Virginian got his education and 
then practiced law in England, then returned 
to his American homeland to make his impact. 
In the 1720s he served as the London agent 
of the House of Burgesses. He helped estab-
lish the boundary between Virginia and North 
Carolina, a task which placed him in modern 
day MHC. His diaries and manuscripts live 
on today in textbooks of American literature, 
showing both at once the values of British 
colonial gentry and the emerging American 
identity.

Debbie Lewis Jarred Marlowe Will Gravely Hunter Haskins

Garrett Channell

United Way surpasses 
fundraising goal

The United Way of Henry Coun-
ty and Martinsville announced 
that it has surpassed its 2025-2026 
Campaign Season fundraising goal 
of $480,000. The campaign season 
began September 12, 2025, when 
over 100 registered volunteers 
completed more than 500 hours of 
service throughout Henry County 
and Martinsville during UWHCM’s 
signature Day of Action.

The Campaign Season officially 
ended on Friday, February 27, 
2026. Campaign funds raised will 
be directed to over 25 nonprofit 
agencies throughout Henry County 
and Martinsville whose program-
ming focuses on advancing area 
health, youth opportunities, fi-
nancial security, and basic human 
needs assistance. Funds are either 
distributed directly to a donor-
specified agency or cause, or voted 
on by a team of community volun-
teers known as the Community In-
vestment Review Panel (CIRP). 

The CIRP will meet throughout 
the month of March to review fund-
ing Request for Proposals (RFPs) 
which were submitted in January 
of this year. Funding recommenda-
tions by the panel will be finalized 
by United Way of Henry County 
and Martinsville Board of Direc-

tors. Grant applicants will be noti-
fied of any awarded funds by April 
of this year, with distributions be-
ginning May 2026-April 2027. A 
full listing of the grant recipients 
will be shared online after funding 
decisions are finalized.

United Way of Henry County 
and Martinsville would like to 
thank the more than 2,500 donors 
throughout the area who helped 
support the 2025-2026 fundraising 
season. This community-wide ef-
fort spans across local businesses, 
agencies, and individual house-
holds alike. If you are interested 
in hosting a fundraiser for the 
2026-2027 season, please contact 
Rebecca at 276-638-3946, x110, or 
rebecca@unitedwayofhcm.org to 
get started.

Since 1937, United Way of Hen-
ry County and Martinsville has 
served to strengthen local resil-
iency by advancing health, youth 
opportunity, and financial security 
so that all persons thrive. The 28th 
annual Day of Action is scheduled 
on Friday, September 18. More de-
tails will follow. To help support 
the 2026-2027 Campaign, donate 
online at www.UnitedWayofHCM.
org, or mail a pledge to P.O. Box 
951, Martinsville, VA 24114.

Thank you for reading

West Piedmont to build 
100+ workforce homes
The West Piedmont Planning 

District Commission learned back 
in December that it was awarded 
$1,000,000 in funding through the 
Virginia Workforce Housing In-
vestment Program. A total of 14 
communities will receive funding 
through the Workforce Housing In-
vestment Program. More than $15 
million in loans, loan subsidies, 
and grants will support 14 develop-
ments in close proximity to new or 
expanding businesses, available to 
people making between 80%-120% 
of the Area Median Income (AMI), 
or up to 150% in rural areas. 

“This important investment will 
support our ongoing efforts to ex-
pand middle-income housing op-

portunities throughout our region,” 
said WPPDC Deputy Director Sean 
Campbell. “With these new resourc-
es, we are excited to help meet the 
needs of local families, strengthen 
� (See West Piedmont p. 3)
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Martinsville Performing Arts Academy presents Frozen Jr.
By Jessica Dillon
Martinsville City Public Schools’ 

Performing Arts Academy’s pro-
duction of Disney’s Frozen Jr. will 
take the stage this weekend at 
Martinsville High School.

The production, presented by 
the Martinsville Performing Arts 
Academy, will be performed March 
6-8. Students say they are excited 
to bring the popular story to life 
for the community.

Kamori Dillard, a senior at Mar-
tinsville High School, plays Elsa 
after auditioning for the role. The 
production marks her final high 
school play. She plans to attend 
North Carolina A&T State Univer-
sity and major in laboratory ani-
mal science with a minor in dance.

“My favorite part of the movie, 
specifically, would probably have 
to be Olaf just every time he steps 
foot on the screen. I just love his 
personality, just everything about 
him,” said Dillard. “My favorite 
part about Elsa is how, in the be-
ginning, she doesn’t really want to 
let go, but then, as time goes on, 
she finds herself. She realizes that 
it’s actually okay to let go, and 
that it’s okay to be yourself and 
not worry about what others think 
about you.”

Dillard said playing Elsa reso-
nates with her, especially after 
taking on leadership roles in re-
cent productions.

“This is my final show. While it 
is a sad moment, I feel so accom-
plished over what I’ve done over 
these years. My happiness, it kind 
of overrules my sadness a little 
bit. Like, just everything I wanted 

in theater has come to fruition, 
and I’m just so excited to do it one 
more time.”

“This is just an amazing show. 
I really hope the public enjoys it,” 
she added.

Sixteen-year-old Kira Johnson 
plays Anna. Although she audi-
tioned for middle Anna, she was 
cast as the older version of the 
character.

Her favorite moment from the 
movie is a comedic scene.

“In both the movie and the play, 
when Weselton bowed down, his 
ball spot shows.”

Johnson said her favorite musi-
cal number is “Love Is an Open 
Door.”

“Definitely, love is an open door. 
I think that’s one of my favorite 
scenes,” she said.

She added that she enjoys An-
na’s personality.

“I just like how she’s very en-
ergetic and she’s happy that she 
thinks she found love. It’s just full 
of excitement.”

Senior Caesar Draper plays 
Olaf, the cheerful snowman. Drap-
er said he has received several col-
lege offers but has not yet decided 
where he will attend. He plans to 
major in professional theatre.

“I’ve seen frozen multiple times, 
the 1st and 2nd and I just love the 
movie. I love the message that the 
movie gives. I feel like in the plays, 
we’re telling this story, so you can 
actually put more feeling in it be-
cause you’re telling the story to 
the audience,” he said.

Draper said one of his favorite 
aspects of performing is the com-

munity that develops among cast 
members.

“I can say my favorite part is 
the community and, like, how we 
all are different, different ages, 
different genders, different races, 
and we can all come together de-
spite our insecurities or our things 
that we think are different about 
us that other people don’t like. We 
can put it together to create some-
thing beautiful, which is a show 
that the audience loves.”

Olaf is portrayed using a pup-
pet, and Draper will wear a white 
outfit to match the character while 
delivering his lines.

He encouraged other students to 
pursue performing arts if they are 
interested.

“For any kid that has like the 
thought of doing musicals, danc-
ing, or anything in their life that 
they feel is different and they feel 
like everybody else would judge 

them for what they choose to do 
with their life. I say go for it. It’s 
your life. You only live once. And 
with me, I went for an opportunity 
with performing in my first musi-
cal, The Lion King Jr. Now, I’m 
here today. I have sung in mul-
tiple places. I’ve danced multiple 
places. I have performed most of 
places I’ve even got grown more 
connections throughout my career 
of performing. And it all started 
here in Martinsville. So if you 
have the opportunity, I say you 
take it and seize the moment.”

Performances of Disney’s Frozen 
Jr. will be held March 6-8 at Mar-
tinsville High School. Shows begin 
at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
with a Sunday matinee at 3 p.m.

Tickets are $10 in advance, $15 
at the door, and $20 for VIP seat-
ing, which includes early seating 
and two selections from the con-
cession stand.

(Event information/calendar 
items must be received by 5 p.m. 
on Monday before the desired pub-
lication date. Email to dhall@
theenterprise.net.)

Meetings

Thursday, March 5
Henry County School Board 

Regular School Board Meeting - 
5:30p.m Followed by Closed Ses-
sion, Axton Elementary School, 
1500 Axton School Road, Axton.

Tuesday, March 10
City Council Meeting, 7 p.m., 

Municipal Building, 55 West 
Church St., Martinsville.

Events

Tuesday, March 10
Lego Explorer League, 4 p.m. to 

5 p.m., Martinsville Main Library, 
310 Church St. E, Martinsville.

Saturday, March 14
Piedmont Arts’ Dancing For The 

Arts, Martinsville High School, 3 
p.m., 351 Commonwealth Blvd E, 
Martinsville. High-energy dance 
competition, teams of local ce-
lebrities and community leaders 
compete for a cause — support-
ing the arts! Your votes support 
your favorite teams and the arts 
in Martinsville-Henry County. 
Admission tickets are $30 for re-
served seating, $20 for general 
admission, and $10 for students 
in grades K-12. To vote or pur-
chase tickets, visit PiedmontArts.
org.

Sunday, March 15
Historic Gardens Restoration 

with Debbie Lewis, member of 
Garden Study Club and former 
president of the Garden Club 
of Virginia, 3 p.m., at the MHC 
Heritage Museum, 1 E. Main St., 
Martinsville.

Wednesday, March 18
Martinsville High School Jazz 

Band will perform at Preschool in 
the Galleries at Piedmont Arts. 
Performances at 9:30 and 10:30 
a.m. Reservations are required to 
attend a performance. To make 
a reservation for your preschool 
class or student, email Programs 
Coordinator Jennifer Gravely at 
jgravely@piedmontarts.org.

Friday, March 20

Pour Decisions Snowman Wine-
glass Edition – winter themed 
craft, 1 p.m., Martinsville Main 
Library, 310 Church St. E, Mar-
tinsville.

Saturday, March 21
The Virginia Museum of Natu-

ral History will host ‘Starlington,’ 
a Regency-era themed fundraiser 
inspired by Bridgerton, 6 p.m., 
with themed drinks, food, live 
entertainment, costume contests 
and photo opportunities. Guests 
are encouraged to dress in formal 
or Regency-style attire. Tickets 
are $50 and available through the 
museum’s website.

Three Pasta Dinner, $15 in-
cludes three pastas, salad, dessert 
and drink, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., eat-in 
or take-out. Proceeds benefit com-
munity projects. Rangely Ruritan 
Club, 134 Calloway Dr., Fieldale.

Summer Activities Fair, 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m., New College Institute, 
191 Fayette St., Martinsville.

Tuesday, March 24
The Southern Gentlemen will 

perform at the Bassett Historical 
Center between the hours of 10 
a.m. - noon. This program, which 
is free and open to the public, will 
be held in the Susan L. Adkins 
Memorial Meeting Room.

Ongoing

BINGO on Mondays, Horsepas-
ture Volunteer Fire Department, 
17815 A.L. Philpott Highway, 
Ridgeway. Doors open at 5 p.m., 
games start at 7 p.m. Concessions 
are available. 

Uptown Pub Run, Mondays, 6 
p.m., meets at The Ground Floor, 
Martinsville. 

The Martinsville-Henry County 
Lions Club regularly meets on 
the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Pacific Bay Restaurant, 530 Com-
monwealth Blvd, Martinsville.

Bassett Ruritan Club, 277 Phil-
pott Dam Road, Bassett, hosts 
breakfast on the 2nd Saturday of 
each month, $9 for adults, and $4 
for children under 12. All you can 
eat, sausage, fried bologna, eggs, 
cooked apples, sausage gravy, bis-
cuits, made-to-order pancakes, 

coffee, and juice. Dine in or carry 
out.

AWANA meets at Blackberry 
Baptist Church on Sundays, from 
4-6 p.m.

Book Bingo on the 4th Tuesday 
of the month at the Martinsville 
Branch of the Blue Ridge Region-
al Library, 11 a.m. to noon. Call 
(276) 403-5430 to register. 

Bassett Ruritan Club hosts 
Rook Music & More on Fridays 
from 10 a.m. - noon. Play Rook, 
work puzzles, make a craft and 
listen to a mixture of bluegrass, 
country & gospel music by differ-
ent bands each week. Free, but 
donations will be used by the club 
to pay for electricity etc.

The Fontaine Ruritan Club 
hosts Bingo every Tuesday, 1903 
Joseph Martin Highway, Mar-
tinsville. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
and games begin at 7. Money 
from Bingo supports community 
service awards, scholarships, and 
other community efforts. 

Bingocize at Spencer-Penn Cen-

tre. Play Bingo and prevent falls 
with simple exercises. This free 
class is offered Tuesdays at 10 
a.m.

Chair Aerobics at Spencer Penn 
Centre, Tuesdays at 9 a.m. with 
Judi Perrin; $5 fee, 45 minutes of 
exercise, strength building and 
fun. 

TOPS FIELDALE VA 0626 
meets on Tuesdays at 5:30-6:30 
p.m. at the Bassett Public Li-
brary, 3969 Fairystone Hwy, Bas-
sett. New members are welcome. 
For more information, call Patti 
Farmer (276) 358-0489. 

The Henry County Adult Learn-
ing Center offers free in-house 
and online classes to help prepare 
for college, career, or earn your 
high school equivalency or GED. 
Call (276) 647-9585.

The Martinsville-Henry County 
Democratic Committee meets on 
the first Thursday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. at New College Institute 
on Fayette Street (park on Moss 
St.). RSVP at mhcdcva.org/meet-
ing-rsvp for Zoom link.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

our workforce, and foster vibrant, 
sustainable communities across 
the West Piedmont area.” 

The project will create over 100 
new homes on a 43-acre site located 
in the Westlake area of Franklin 
County. This development aims to 
expand local housing options and 
support the county’s growing work-
force and economic development 
goals. 

“My partner, Court Rosen, and I 
are committed to being part of the 
solution to the housing crisis in 
Franklin, Henry, and Pittsylvania 
counties, as well as in the cities of 
Martinsville and Danville,” said 
Alexander Boone, owner of ABoone 
Development, who is a partner in 
this project. “Many people have 
worked hard to enhance the fast-
growing Southside economy. It’s 
time for us to support this growth 
with workforce housing.” 

According to Virginia Housing, 
in recent years, it has become in-
creasingly difficult for Virginia’s 
workforce to afford housing that’s 
close to where they work. The 
housing developments associated 
with this announcement will cre-
ate 550 workforce housing units 
and generate over $200 million in 
private investment. The funding 
provided in this round will create 
more housing for Virginia’s middle-
income households. 

“These projects showcase the 
strategic local and regional part-
nerships that are creating more 
affordable housing for middle-in-
come families,” said Virginia Hous-
ing CEO Tammy Neale. “Virginia 
Housing’s investment reinforces 
the Commonwealth’s leadership in 
housing innovation and supports 
the growth of new industries and 
jobs across our great state.”

West Piedmont
(cont. from page 2)
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The shock of my life

Friends, I hope I can find the 
words to complete my column 
this week because I’m still off-
kilter and reeling from a recent 
shock. 

It happened this past Satur-
day. There I was, sitting on the 
couch and reading the news on 

my phone, when I saw a head-
line I thought I would never 
see:

“U.S., Israel launch joint at-
tack on Iran.”

Ladies and gentlemen, so 
deep was my shock that my 
monocle flew off my eye and 
embedded itself in the wall 
across from me. My derby hat 
launched itself straight into the 
air. My bowtie, once stationary, 
began spinning like a propeller. 
Two things were clear: the un-
imaginable had happened, and 
also, I would have to cancel my 
job interview to be Batman’s 
new butler.

It was absolutely unbeliev-
able. Donald Trump, the Presi-
dent of the United States of 
America, was attacking IRAN! 
Iran, of all places!

If there is one thing Donald 
Trump is known for, it’s his 
honesty. It’s why even his de-

tractors call him “Honest Don.” 
So when Trump was on the 
campaign trail and said that 
he was going to be the “Peace 
President” and end wars, I of 
course took him at his word. 
After all, this was the same 
man who, about 15 years ago, 
Tweeted repeatedly that then-
President Barack Obama was 
going to start a war with Iran 
to save face because he was a 
poor negotiator. 

Trump — the winner of the 
FIFA Peace Prize, need I re-
mind you — has consistently 
made it clear that only idiots 
like Obama or Kamala Harris 
would start a war with Iran, 
and that doing so was an open 
admission of incompetence. 

And now, you mean to tell me 
that Donald John Trump, para-
gon of virtue and shining bea-
con of infallible integrity, has 

Richmond Report
The 2026 General Assembly session is al-

ready heading into its final two weeks. This 
past week, the House completed its version of 
the 2026–2028 biennial budget, and we are 
now in the closing stretch of our 60-day race.

This Session’s Focus: One Word - Afford-
ability

I heard from you across the 48th District 
when you said: our powers bills are too high, 
our car tax is too high, groceries cost too 
much, and basic everyday living is too high. 

Budget Amendments By Republicans:
•	 Lower Your Electric Bill

Rolled back costly mandates and penal-

ties that are passed directly on to con-
sumers.
X Voted Down

•	 Cut Your Car Tax
Expanded relief on the first $5,000 of 
vehicle value to deliver real savings for 
working families.
X Voted Down

•	 Eliminate the Grocery Tax
Removed the remaining tax on groceries 
entirely.
X Voted Down

Every single one of these proposals was re-
jected by the majority party. I will keep fight-
ing for policies that lower costs and put fami-
lies first. Government should cost less, not 
more.  “Affordability” is a word that gets used 
a lot in Richmond but judging by the votes, 
not everyone agrees on what it means.

The legal battle over the proposed consti-
tutional amendment continues. The amend-
ment would significantly alter congressional 
representation, giving Fairfax County at least 
four seats in Congress and it is now tied up in 
court just days before voting is set to begin. 

The Supreme Court of Virginia is expected to 
act soon, while additional lawsuits continue 
to be filed across the Commonwealth.

The situation remains unsettled. Updates 
to follow.

Our door is always open to share your views 
on matters coming before the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly, so please do not hesitate to let 
us know. You can reach us at our Richmond 
office (804) 698-1048, district office (434) 
326-5878, and email at delephillips@house.
virginia.gov and you can also follow along on 
Facebook.

Searching for Cures

February 28 is recognized as 
Rare Disease Day.

Accordingly, numerous advoca-
cy groups gather in DC to lobby 
lawmakers about rare disease re-
search, treatments and potential 
cures.

Such rare diseases that gener-
ate advocacy interest include Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease (also known as 
ALS), Huntington’s Disease and 
other neurodegenerative diseas-
es.

Individuals who are affected by 
these rare diseases often have no 
places to turn to treat their de-
bilitating illness.

Given this reality, family mem-
bers and loves ones are left feel-
ing frustrated, saddened and 
hopeless.

Even before I became Health 
Subcommittee Chairman, I heard 
these heartbreaking stories.

A swimming friend of mine in 
the Roanoke Valley, Rob Lawson, 
died from his battle with ALS in 
2022.

One of my mentors, former 
Virginia House of Delegates Re-
publican Raymond R. Robrecht 
(Ray) of Salem died from ALS on 
Christmas Eve in 1994.

I grew up with one family that 
had Huntington’s Disease, and 
subsequently I have learned of a 
local lawyer who is valiantly bat-
tling it as well.

Huntington’s Disease is a ge-
netic disorder where half of the 
family is expected to carry the 
debilitating gene.

Unfortunately, these diseas-
es claim the lives of colleagues, 
family members and friends.

On February 19, Americans 
received the sad news that actor 
Eric Dane died from his battle 
with ALS.

Dane was best known for his 
role as Dr. Mark Sloan (also 

known as McSteamy) 
in Grey’s Anatomy.

In April 2025, Dane 
announced his ALS 
diagnosis. He had 
struggled with symp-
toms for months prior 
to his diagnosis.

When Dane came to 
Capitol Hill in Sep-
tember, he brought 
additional attention 

to rare disease research.
Accordingly, I met with him to 

hear his story and how Congress 
can help. For his visit, Dane was 
confined to a wheelchair.

I appreciated meeting with him 
to discuss the importance of ad-
vancing policies that support pa-
tients who struggle with neuro-
degenerative diseases.

Dane knew additional research 
would not save him, but he hoped 
it could save others.

In the 117th Congress, I co-
sponsored the Accelerating Ac-
cess to Critical Therapies for 
ALS Act. This bill authorized ad-
ditional federal funds for groups 
to research and develop drugs to 
help treat ALS. It passed, but 
more needs to be done.

On Huntington’s, in a 2024 
Health Subcommittee legislative 
hearing, I discussed the possibil-
ity of using Adeno-associated Vi-
rus (AAV) gene-based therapies 
for inherited diseases.

AAV therapies use engineered, 
non-pathogenic viruses that are 
not known to result in human 
diseases. These viruses deliver 
genetic material directly into 
patient cells to treat genetic dis-
eases.

Dr. Flotte of UMass Chan Med-
ical School testified at the hear-
ing. He confirmed to me that 
such gene-based therapies are 
potentially helpful for the pur-
poses of RNA interference, but 
it would be necessary that these 
therapies silence the gene carry-
ing Huntington’s.

As Health Subcommittee 
Chairman, I am working to ad-
vance legislation that tackles 
Huntington’s Disease, ALS and 
other rare diseases.

On the same day that I met 
with Dane, I participated in an 
Energy and Commerce markup 

hearing. Of the bills we consid-
ered and reported, I voted to 
advance H.R. 1262, the Mikaela 
Naylon Give Kids a Chance Act.

This bill reauthorizes the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
Rare Pediatric Disease Priority 
Review Voucher Program.

This program helps incentivize 
the development of treatments 
for rare pediatric diseases.

Additionally, the FDA is em-
powered to require pediatric can-
cer trials for new combinations of 
drug therapies.

After Committee action, the 
Give Kids a Chance Act was in-
cluded as a part of the health ex-
tenders signed into law on Feb-
ruary 3rd.

In early February, I was proud 
to support the bill and deliver 
the Give Kids a Chance Act to 
President Trump!

Later in February, the FDA is-
sued new draft guidance to facili-
tate the development of individu-
alized therapies for ultra-rare 
diseases!

This framework has the poten-
tial to help bring first of their 
kind treatments to patients with 
rare diseases like ALS and Hun-
tington’s Disease.

I am hopeful that this renewed 
push at the federal level will help 
in our quest to find successful 
treatments.

As we acknowledge Rare Dis-
ease Day, let us remember those 
who courageously fought against 
rare diseases, including Dane, 
Rob, Ray and countless others.

These individuals will continue 
to inspire policymakers, agencies 
and researchers as we continue 
the quest to find cures for rare 
diseases.
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When Forever Fades Into Memory

How does an eternity become a 
memory?

A mere month ago, we were fro-
zen in time.

Literally.
Ice covered our yards, walkways, 

driveways, cars and roads. Most of 
us were stuck in our houses for one 
or even two weeks. 

For some, it was a pleasant break 
from daily routine. For others, 
though, it was a tortuous time of 
biting cold.

Some houses just can’t get warm 
when the temperatures fall below 
normal. That’s even though their 
resulting heat bill would soar above 
the cost of their mortgage payment 
or rent, would surpass one or two 
week’s pay.

Their inhabitants feel the sharp 
stab of cold all morning, day, night 
long, and with the iced-over roads, 
there is no escape. 

If the power is out — which this 
time, thankfully, miraculously, it 
was not, for most people — the cold 
suffocates you like a heavy weight, 
impossible to get out from under. It 
will never end.

Until.
Like a snap of the fingers, here 

we are, the sun gently caressing 
our cheeks as we look with delight 

over the blooming daffodils, mus-
cari, crocus.

Was that never-ending cold just a 
figment of our imaginations?

That trickery of time has plagued 
us all our lives.

Safely embraced in the bosom of 
our grandmother, we cuddled after 
lunch, suspended in time as that 
one marker of our routine was over, 
and the hours and minutes until 
the next marker of routine, supper, 
was an eternity away.

High on the excitement of the 
game or the music, we played and 
played or danced and danced as if 
reveling in the physical body were 
the only thing life was about, until, 
surprisingly, the game or the dance 
was over.

We laid in a lover’s arms, the 
world around us stopped, nonex-
istent, because this feeling of love 
and passion was the only thing 
there existed.

We rocked the baby, then held 
the toddler; and now we hope they 
remember us with a visit or at least 
answer our call.

Always, the “forever” becomes 
the memory.

We remember with disbelief the 
torment of the biting cold wind 
which, in these gentle days of flow-
ers and sunshine, does not seem to 
have been possible.

The leaves green, the petals un-
furl, and the birds chatter and 
fly. And because by now we have 
learned how fleeting it is, we soak 
in every minute with delight and 
wonder.

Holly 
Kozelsky

Del. 
Eric 

Phillips

By Ben R. Williams
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years, Williams served four years 
as president and helped grow the 
organization’s membership from 
just over 30 to more than 100 
members. He has also volunteered 
for more than 25 years with the 
Coat Drive for Kids program and 
served on the Citizens’ Advisory 
Board of Camp 28. Williams, who 
retired from Georgia-Pacific, con-
tinues to contribute to the local 
economy through his business, 
Williams Auction Co., LLC, and 
has attended nearly 700 meetings 
of the Henry County Board of Su-
pervisors. 

Board Chairman Jim Adams 
praised Williams’ longstanding 
commitment to the community. 

“Charles Williams represents 
the very best of Henry County. 
For decades, he has quietly and 
consistently stepped up wherever 

there was a need, whether that 
be supporting our emergency ser-
vices or strengthening our civic 
organizations. His lifetime of ser-
vice has made a real and lasting 
difference in our community,” Ad-
ams said.

The Jack Dalton Community 
Service Award is presented an-
nually to recognize individuals 
whose personal volunteer efforts 
and active involvement help pro-
mote the quality of life in Henry 
County. Dalton served on the 
Henry County Board of Supervi-
sors for more than 24 years and 
was serving as chairman at the 
time of his death in 2000. 

After receiving his award, Wil-
liams thanked those who nomi-
nated him for the award.

“I knew Jack Dalton and he was 
a fine gentleman. To even be as-
sociated with his name is quite 
an honor for me,” he said, adding 
that those attending the ceremo-
ny are often the first to volunteer 
their time, even if they don’t have 
it.

“You don’t have to ask them 
twice. If there’s something to 
be done, they do it. We just got 
a great community, and it’s all 
about the people in this commu-
nity, so I’m just praying that we 
have more people step up, volun-
teer, and help out all they can,” 
he said, noting the local volun-
teer fire departments and rescue 
squads need all the help they can 
get.

Williams also said those who 
have supported him through the 
years should have received the 
award.

“They’re the ones who really 
drive me to help out. I do appreci-
ate this, it’s quite an honor, and I 
thank each and every one of you,” 
he said.

In other matters, the board:
*Approved a resolution recog-

nizing Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) Resident 
Engineer Lisa Price-Hughes for 
her more than four decades of 
tenure and retirement.

*Was introduced to Robin Kee-
ler, who will take over Price-
Hughes’ position upon her retire-
ment.

*Heard from David Craig about 
the littering issue in the county.

*Heard a presentation by All 
Vets President Patrick Rogers 
about the organization and its ac-
complishments over the last year.

*Heard an update on broadband 
installation from RiverStreet Net-
works Director of Business Devel-
opment and Government Affairs, 
Rob Taylor.

*Approved using $500 from the 
District Impact Fund for a soc-
cer camp to be held at the Smith 
River Sports Complex on April 7.

*Approved an additional appro-
priation of $141,630 from the Vir-
ginia Opioid Abatement Authori-
ty to fund the implementation of a 
Kinship Navigator Position in the 
Henry Martinsville Department 

of Social Services. 
*Approved an additional ap-

propriation of $211,000 received 
from the Economic Development 
Corporation and Nathan Trotter 
for the extension of water and 
sewer lines to Lot #4 of the Patri-
ot Centre. The board also award-
ed a $354,500  contract to Steve 
Martin’s Trenching, with the re-
mainder of the funds provided by 
the Industrial Development Au-
thority. 

*Conducted a joint work session 
with the Henry County School 
Board regarding its fiscal year 
2026-2027 budget.

*Conducted a public hearing 
and approved the rezoning of ap-
proximately 10.36 acres of the 
Ridgeway District from Suburban 
Residential District (S-R) to Ag-
ricultural District (A-1). The ap-
plicant wishes to use the property 
as a hobby farm and additional 
storage. 

*Conducted a public hearing 
and approved the rezoning of ap-
proximately 117.9 acres of the 
Ridgeway District from Agricul-
tural District (A-1) to Industrial 
District (I-1).

*Approved the items of consent.
*Heard the monthly report on 

delinquent tax collection efforts.
*Heard an update on general 

highway matters.

Shell Building
(cont. from page 1)

dhall@theenterprise.net

Shock
(cont. from page 4)

Column Sponsored by:  Dr. Mensink 

done THE VERY THING that he 
accused others of doing? Unbeliev-
able. Absolutely unbelievable.

And before you even inquire 
about my flabber, let me assure 
you, it remains thoroughly gasted.

To make matters worse, Trump 
entered this war without Con-
gressional approval! That’s not 
the rule-following President I 
know. Even his detractors call him 
“Donny By-The-Books.” Whether 
it’s the Constitution, Rules of En-
gagement, or Age of Consent laws, 
Trump always dots the i’s and 
crosses the t’s. This simply doesn’t 
make any sense.

I think what hurts the most is 
that Trump has violated his oath 
to the American people. His sup-
porters have been unfailingly loy-
al to him, and Trump has always, 
always returned that loyalty. It’s 
why even his detractors call him 
“Donny Trueheart.” Trump would 
never sell someone down the river 
or throw them under the bus the 
very moment it’s convenient, not 
even for a million dollars. He’s a 
man of principle. To think that 
he would promise his most ardent 
supporters that he would keep 

their children from being sent 
overseas to fight and then break 
that promise … well, you think 
you know a guy.

The biggest surprise of all is 
that a Republican President would 
even consider entering the United 
States into another war. It’s never 
happened before. 

Well, except for George W. Bush 
getting us involved in the Iraq 
War in 2003. And George H.W. 
Bush getting us involved in the 
Gulf War in 1990. But other than 
every major international conflict 
that has occurred within my life-
time, it’s never happened before. 

I find myself unmoored. No one, 
and I mean no one, could have pre-
dicted that any of this would hap-
pen. There’s simply no precedent, 
absolutely no series of patterns 
that could have been used to pre-
dict this shocking development. 

To make matters even worse, as 
I write this, the sun appears to be 
descending toward the horizon and 
the sky is growing black, which I 
can only assume means that the 
Earth is about to be plunged into 
perpetual darkness until the end 
of time. 

and includes multiple loading 
docks, drive-in access, and room for 
potential expansion.

As it’s located at the Patriot Cen-
ter, it has access to water, sewer, 
natural gas, electric, reliable fiber 
internet, and its own fire station. 

The shell building is also located 
in an Opportunity Zone and New 
Markets Tax Credit Zone.

While he doesn’t know how long 
it will sit vacant, Health said 
there’s been some serious interest 
in it from potential investors.

“Hopefully sooner than later,” it’ll 
be sold, “but we’ve had buildings 
that sold before the construction 
was finished, and we’ve had build-
ings that sat for four or five years. 
You just don’t know,” he said.

Heath said there are no plans to 
build another shell building until 
this one is sold.

“We’re excited to have it. It’s a 
good marketing tool, and the Patri-
ot Centre is a great industrial park. 
We’re confident that it will pay off 
in the future,” he said.

The shell building’s designed for modern manufacturing or upscale warehousing 
operations.

Williams
(cont. from page 1)

Williams’ family and friends were on hand to help celebrate.

The board also held a joint work session with the Henry County School Board.Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Resident Engineer Lisa Price-Hughes was 
recognized by the board for her tenure and upcoming retirement.

Williams addressed the board shortly after 
he was presented the award.
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Arrest made in armed robbery investigation 

The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice on January 13 released infor-
mation about an armed robbery 
that occurred on Sunday, January 
11, around 10:40 p.m. at the 5 Point 
Tobacco store, located at 1620 Vir-
ginia Avenue in Martinsville. 

During that incident, an uniden-
tified man allegedly entered the 
business, produced a knife, and 
demanded money from the clerk 
before leaving with an undisclosed 
amount of cash. 

On February 25, as a result of 

continued investigative efforts by 
the Henry County Sheriff’s Office 
Criminal Investigations Division, 
investigators identified and arrest-
ed Tyson Me’shad Bryant Stockton, 
28, in connection with incident. 
This is the same individual identi-
fied in a Henry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice media release issued two days 
ago in reference to an abduction 
and rape investigation. The sus-
pect now faces an additional charge 
of robbery in connection with the 
January 11 incident, in addition to 
the previously announced abduc-
tion and rape charges. 

Stockton remains in custody with 
no bond at the Henry County Adult 
Detention Center. 

The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice appreciates the assistance pro-
vided by the public and encourages 
anyone with additional information 
related to this case or other crimi-
nal activity to contact the Sheriff’s 
Office at 276-638-8751 or Martins-
ville-Henry County Crime Stoppers 
at 276-632-7463. Tips may also be 
submitted anonymously by texting 
HCSO followed by the information 
to 847411.

Woodwrx
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile, 
closet & garage organiz-
ers, repairs, etc. Original-
ly based in Palm Beach 

County- References. 
Bob Morehouse Phone: 
276-930-1703 Cell: 561-
881-8292 E-Mail: Bob@
Woodwrx.net Website: 

Woodwrx.net.

2025 Coleman RV, 
all electric, 2 bunks, all 

appliances, fireplace, full 
bed & bath, only owned 

for 2 months. $9200.  
Call 276-229-1836

Big Altrusa 2 Day 
Yard Sale 

Friday, March 13, 2026 
– 7 am to 12 noon
Saturday, March 14, 

2026 – 7 am to 1 pm 
515 Mulberry Road, 
Martinsville, VA

FOR SALE

YARD SALE

AUCTIONS 
PUBLIC AUCTION! 

Ashby’s Inc/Crenshaw 
Corp Retirement Auc-
tion. Metalworking Eq, 

Forklifts, Service & Shop 
Eq. Mar 11, 10am. Online 
Only. Richmond, Va. Bid 
at motleysindustrial.com. 
VAAL#16/NCAL#5914.

FIREARMS AUCTION 
LIVE, ONLINE & PHONE 
BIDDING March 14th @ 
10am Military, Modern, 
Sporting & Classic Fire-
arms www.montroseauc-
tion.com 478-376-4559 

Greensboro, GA GAL 2006

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Promote your upcoming 

auctions statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target 

audience. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Common-

wealth Media Solutions 
804-521-7576, landonc@

vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Prepare for power out-

ages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 

FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! Leaf 
Filter is backed by a no-

clog guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call 
today 1-877-614-6667 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-

tion and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military 

& Seniors get an additional 
10% off. Limited time only. 

Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty 

and offer details.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 

off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 

materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 

$525.00 + $86.00 court 
cost. WILLS-$295.00. No 

court appearance. Estimat-
ed completion time twenty-

one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espa-
nol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-

claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by calling 
Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-

216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No con-

tract and no hidden fees. 
Unlimited talk and text 

with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cov-
erage. 100% U.S. based 

customer service. For 
more information, call 

1-855-262-5564

SERVICES

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  340-2445

CLASSIFIED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination 
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short intervals add up, with 30 
minutes a day equaling 150 min-
utes of exercise per week.

“When you say 150 minutes, peo-
ple think it’s a whole lot,” she said.

Addressing heart disease re-
quires consistent effort, she said.

“What we try to focus on is heart 
health awareness, and we do it 
through lifestyle changes,” Hair-
ston said.

Performance 276 also partici-
pates in a blood pressure self-mon-
itoring program that teaches par-
ticipants how to track and manage 
their blood pressure.

“It’s about how to advocate for 

themselves and reduce their blood 
pressure,” Hairston said.

The program meets twice a 
month for four months, helping 
participants build consistency and 
accountability.

Hairston said barriers to nutri-
tion in the area often stem from 
limited education and food des-
erts, noting that mental health 
also plays a role in overall well-
ness.

“It affects your physical health,” 
she said.

She also helped write the grant 
for a community garden serving 
Fieldale departments, identify-

ing priority areas based on census 
data.

“The priority areas from the cen-
sus — Fieldale, Fayette and Carv-
er — are food deserts,” Hairston 
said. “Those areas have the high-
est heart disease rate in Martins-
ville and Henry County.”

Beyond fitness and nutrition, 
Hairston is involved in a variety of 
community efforts, including local 
toy drives and outreach through 
the Day Center.

“What we are really focused on is 
the toy drive and participating in 
that every year, and then healthy 
hearts,” she said. “For me, it’s also 
the Salvation Army and helping 
with the Day Center.”

Performance 276 also offers free 
community workouts during the 
holidays, allowing families to ex-
ercise together.

“They can work out with their 
family for free,” Hairston said. 
“That’s adaptable for any age.”

Free community workouts are 
held Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and 

Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. at John 
Redd Apartments, with plans to 
move to the Fieldale Center. Free 
senior classes are offered Mondays 
and Thursdays at 10 a.m.

Hairston and her team have also 
participated in homeless drives, 
donated fitness equipment for 
the city’s Get Fit Challenge, and 
led demonstrations for the Bald-
win Park Fitness Pad. Additional 
partnerships include work with 
the MHC Cancer Foundation and 
mental health agencies.

“Positive coping skills and im-
proving independence,” Hairston 
said.

Performance 276 also coordi-
nates toy drives with Heads of 
State and the Boys & Girls Club, 
ensures translators are available 
for the Latino community, offers 
free teen workouts at schools and 
supports food drives.

“We’ve had churches and other 
ministries reach out for health 
and wellness education,” Hairston 
said.

Fincher
(cont. from page 1)
ARPA came out with guidelines and 
had dates and times set,” Fincher 
said.

He said some reports were incom-
plete before he took over as interim 
city manager.

“So the CFO, the Chief Financial 
Officer, and myself, when I became 
acting interim, we started making 
phone calls to state and federal rep-
resentatives saying, ‘Listen, we’ve 
run into this. How do we correct 
this,’” he said.

Fincher said U.S. Rep. Morgan 
Griffith, R-Salem, and Eric Phillips, 
R-Martinsville, helped ensure time-
lines were met and the funds were 
reported correctly.

“We didn’t lose any of the money,” 
he said. “If we hadn’t gotten that 
changed, then we would have had to 
pay money back to the federal gov-
ernment, but that was all avoided.”

Fincher emphasized that city fi-
nances are closely monitored and 
that any lump-sum revenues are im-
mediately invested.

“If we were capable of missing $5 
million, then that means we would 
have had a whole lot of extra money 
laying around that could have gone 
missing. Most of our stuff is pretty 
tight — that as the money comes in, 
it goes out. We don’t have it in a bank 
account, in other words,” he said.

Lawsuits
Fincher addressed rumors about 

large lawsuits against the city or 
payouts to past employees.

“We don’t have anything active like 
that that we’re facing. Now, could 
someone down the road do it? Yeah, 
of course. People attempt to sue us all 
the time. It happens. But right now, 
we’re not facing these huge types of 
things,” he said.

He also noted that past payouts 
were not substantial and occurred 
more than two or three years ago.

Missing Documents
Fincher said he also wanted to 

clarify comments about missing doc-
uments.

“I was not (referring to) the” for-
mer city manager “or the mayor is-
sue. This is its own separate thing. 
I didn’t explain it well because a lot 
of the public didn’t even realize there 
was this question about missing doc-
uments,” he said.

Martinsville contracts with a cy-
bersecurity firm to examine all city 
documents and ensure compliance 
with preservation orders “because 
we’re under what they call a ‘preser-
vation order,’ because of what’s been 
going on. 

“We were under a situation where 

even if an employee hits delete on 
their email, it has to be maintained 
on the server and it’s still there. That 
was put in place before” the former 
city manager left, “so we had to make 
certain that was still intact and noth-
ing was missing since then, since I 
started eight months ago,” he said.

The cybersecurity firm confirmed 
no documents were missing during 
Fincher’s eight-month tenure as in-
terim city manager.

“That’s what I was addressing… 
just to reiterate, it has nothing to do 
with the” former city manager issue 
“or the mayor issue,” he said, adding 
those are separate issues.

Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson
Fincher also clarified comments re-

garding Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson.
“I mentioned that I had done an 

investigation at the request of one of 

the city council members, specifically 
the vice-mayor… she said, ‘I’d like 
the city manager to investigate me 
and this,’” he said.

The investigation, involving emails 
and employee interviews, found alle-
gations that Lawson improperly di-
rected city staff were false.

“What the vice-mayor and all mem-
bers of council do… is they’re kind of 
a go-between a lot of the times with 
the public,” Fincher said. Council 
members now are asked to use the 
city’s online program to report con-
stituent issues, reducing any percep-
tion of direct involvement with city 
operations.

“That way it doesn’t raise any 
suspicion in the future of them say-
ing that a city council member was 
having a direct involvement with the 
actions of the executive branch,” he 
said.

Teague
(cont. from page 1)

passed in the early 1990s to fund 
capital improvements—as a sepa-
rate line item. He said previous 
council decisions moved the fund 
into the general budget, limiting 
its use for dedicated capital proj-
ects.

“For the first time in a long time, 
there was surplus money in the 
meals tax fund that could pay for 
capital improvements. So, when 
you move it to the general fund, 
what you’re saying is that it’s a 
regular revenue stream, so all the 
debt service becomes an expense, 
and all the revenue becomes a reg-
ular revenue stream that supports 
the operations. Councils change, 
and people can do what they want,  
but what you’re really saying is 
that money is no longer dedicated 
to capital improvements, it’s used 
for city operations,” he said.

 Teague said maintaining a dedi-
cated capital improvement revenue 
stream honors the original intent 
of the tax and benefits residents.

He also noted dramatic increas-
es in travel expenses in previous 
budgets and said he wants to keep 
such spending in check.

“I want to rein that in big time. 
Rob (City Manager Rob Fincher) 
has already done some of that and 
eliminated that travel, but I want 
to make sure that we have that 
from a budgetary standpoint,” he 
said, adding this is why a line-item 
budget is important.

With only six council meetings 
remaining in his term, Teague said 
he cannot take on major projects 
beyond budget matters but hopes 
to collaborate with other council 
members to address city needs.

“It’s just not enough time, but 
at the same time, I want to try to 
work with everyone to solve the 
issues that we have. We need to 
get to the business of serving our 
citizens and providing the best ser-
vices that we can. That and bud-
getary responsibilities are the big 

roles of a council member,” he said.
Reflecting on his first council 

meeting, Teague said he was en-
couraged by the engagement and 
passion of his colleagues.

“Council is engaged, they all care 
and are passionate about the city, 
and it’s comforting to come in and 
see the love for the city. Everybody 
wants the city to grow and move 
forward. We disagree about how 
that should occur, but nobody’s go-
ing to run for office and put them-
selves through this if they’re not in 
it to improve the lives of our citi-
zens,” he said.

Teague began his first tenure on 
the city council in 1994 to finish 
out Steve Draper’s unexpired term 
when he ran for and was appointed 
as Sheriff. He then ran for reelec-
tion in 1009 and 2000.

Teague did not seek reelection in 
2004.

In 2008, Mark Anderson, who 
had been elected in 2006, moved 
from the area for a job. Teague was 
appointed to finish that inexperi-
enced term and sought reelection 
in 2010 and 2014. 

He chose not to seek reelection in 
2018.

Teague described his first meeting back 
as encouraging, noting the passion of his 
colleagues for the city.

Healthy
(cont. from page 1)

The fitness court in Martinsville promotes a healthy lifestyle, along with other community 
based initiatives intended to create and maintain healthy lifestyle changes. (Contributed 
photos)
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• Eastern Russia serves breakfast 
when western Russia serves dinner.

• If you are born blind due to lesions 
in the brain (congenital cortical blind-
ness), rather than lesions in the eye 
(congenital peripheral blindness), you 
apparently can’t become schizophren-
ic. 

• Words have a lifespan of anywhere 
between 1,000 and 20,000 years.

• While inducting Bob Dylan into 
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Bruce 
Springsteen noted that he first heard 
Dylan’s song “Like a Rolling Stone” in 
the car with his mother, who liked the 
music but after a minute looked at her 
son and said, “That boy can’t sing.”

• The Oscar statue must always 
appear in an upright, vertical position 
and cannot be dressed, altered, rotated, 
stretched or embellished in any way.

• Oak trees are more prone to being 
struck by lightning than any other tree.

• A wildlife photographer document-
ed an unlikely duo in northern Finland: 
a young female gray wolf and a male 
brown bear that met every night for 10 
days. They weren’t observed fighting, 
but roaming, playing and even eating 
from the same plate.

• Broccoli contains more protein per 
calorie than steak.

• On July 26, 2025, Thaddeus Daniel 
Pierce was born from an embryo that 
had been frozen since May 1994.

• North Dakota has the most golf 
courses per capita out of any state in 
America.

• After the beloved TV series “I Love 
Lucy” ended, Desi Arnaz offered Vivi-
an Vance (Ethel) and William Frawley 
(Fred) their own spin-off called “The 
Mertzes,” but Vance declined, primar-
ily because she didn’t want to work 
one-on-one with Frawley. The pair’s 
onscreen chemistry notably didn’t mir-
ror their offscreen relationship.

• Lint can be used as a highly efficient 
fire starter.

***
Thought for the Day: “What is a 

weed? A plant whose virtues have nev-
er been discovered.” — Ralph Waldo 
Emerson
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CJ 26-10
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
HENRY COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re Adalynn Fisher
Henry - Martinsville DSS v. Unknown father of Adalynn Fisher
The object of this suit is to:
Terminate the residual parental rights of the unknown father of Adalynn 
Fisher, a minor child born to Sierra McChesney on March 16, 2016. Said 
termination pursuant to VA Code Sec. 16.1-283.
It is ORDERED that the defendant appear at the above-named court 
and protect his interests on or before May 21, 2026 at 10:30 a.m.

2/3/2026

Legal 2 col x 3-1/2”
0226 0305

COUNTY OF HENRY
REZONING PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, a public hear-
ing has been scheduled for March 11, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the Sum-
merlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, Kings 
Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia. Following this public hearing, the 
Planning Commission will make a recommendation on the applica-
tions to the Board of Supervisors.
The Henry County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hear-
ing on the following application on March 24, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, 
Kings Mountain Rd, Collinsville, Virginia.  
The purpose of this public hearing is to receive input into the possible 
rezoning of property. Following are the specifics of the public hearing.
Case R-26-03 Timothy Clifford Stone
The property is located on the east side of Crestridge Rd, approximate-
ly 800’ south of Pinewood Ln, in the Blackberry District. The property 
is shown on Tax Map 26.7(11)/C,D,81. The applicant is requesting 
the rezoning of lot 81 and the front portion of lots C and D, from 
Suburban Residential District S-R to Agricultural District A-1. The 
applicant wishes to further combine the parcels to construct a house 
and accessory buildings.
The application for this request may be viewed in the Department of 
Planning, Zoning & Inspection between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Lee H. Clark, AICP
Director of Planning, Zoning & Inspection

LEGAL

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0305 0312

Notice of Public Hearing
Martinsville City Council will hold a public hearing on March 24, 
2026, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of the City of Mar-
tinsville Municipal Building located at 55 W. Church Street, Martins-
ville, VA, 24112, for those parties in interest to the following request:
 1) REQUEST for REZONE - The City of Martinsville is 
  requesting to rezone approximately thirty-nine (39) parcels 
  located along Chatham Heights Road and Bob Gregory Street 
  from C-C, Commercial Corridor District, and R-N, Neighbor-
  hood Residential District, to R-T, Residential Transitional 
  District to correct existing non-conforming uses and to imple-
  ment best zoning practices. The rezoning of parcels requires 
  review by the Martinsville Planning Commission and review 
  and approval of Martinsville City Council.
  Questions or comments regarding this matter can be directed to 
  Hannah Powell at hpowell@martinsvilleva.gov.
Notice Submitted By:
Hannah L. Powell, CZA
Community Development Specialist

LEGAL

Council convenes following mayor’s suspension

By Jessica Dillon
Martinsville City Council met Feb. 24 for 

the first time since Mayor LC Jones was sus-
pended, with Gene Teague sworn in hours 
earlier to serve in an interim capacity.

The meeting included public hearings, first 
readings of ordinances and proclamations 
recognizing Nancy McMillan and the Fayette 
Area Historical Initiative (FAHI) in celebra-
tion of Black History Month.

Noting that he is serving temporarily, 
Teague said he declined compensation, and 
proposed it be paid to Jones.

Council member Rayshaun Gravely also 
spoke regarding Jones’ suspension.

“I urge everyone to wait and hear the facts 
in the case,” Gravely said, adding that he 
believes due process will determine the out-
come.

In other matters, the council:
*Held a public hearing on Ordinance 2026-

4, codifying previously approved amend-

ments to the city’s zoning ordinance.
*Held a public hearing on Appropriations 

Ordinance 2026-3.
*Conducted a first reading of Ordinance 

2026-2 regarding a right-of-way abandon-

ment.
* Honored Nancy McMillan for her work 

with the MHC Warming Center.
* Presented a proclamation to FAHI recog-

nizing Black History Month.

Nancy McMillan was honored for her work with the MHC Warming Center and its clients. She also was presented with a ‘Mother Goose’ to acknowledge her efforts.

Representatives of the Fayette Area Historical Initiative (FAHI) African American Museum & Cultural Center, accept a 
proclamation recognizing Black History Month.

Axton man charged in connection with investigation

Deputies with the Henry Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Patrol Division 
on March 1 responded to the area 
of 319 Robin Road in the Axton 
community after receiving a re-
port that a dog had been shot. 

Deputies arrived within min-
utes and made contact with the 
complainant, who advised that her 
pet Chihuahua had been struck 

by gunfire. She reported hearing 
two gunshots from a neighboring 
residence while she was inside 
her home. When she went outside 
to determine what had happened, 
she discovered that her dog had 
been shot. Deputies observed mul-
tiple blood trails and an apparent 
gunshot wound to the groin/tes-
ticular area of the dog. The com-
panion animal was immediately 
transported to an emergency vet-
erinary clinic for treatment of the 
injuries sustained. 

The complainant identified her 
neighbor as Brad Flood. During 
the course of the investigation, it 
was determined that Flood had 
left the area before law enforce-
ment’s arrival. Deputies later 
contacted Flood by telephone, and 
he returned to his home to speak 
with deputies on scene. 

Flood allegedly stated that his 
neighbor’s dog was in his back-
yard along with several other 

dogs, barking and refusing to 
leave. He alleged he went inside 
his residence, retrieved a firearm, 
and returned outside, where he 
observed the dogs still in his yard, 
continuing to bark and moving 
farther onto his property. 

Flood allegedly admitted that 
he fired one shot in their direction 
in an attempt to scare them away 
but stated that he did not believe 
he struck any of the animals. 

A 9mm handgun was recov-
ered at the scene and was found 
to be missing two rounds from 
the magazine, consistent with 
the complainant’s account of two 
shots being fired. Based on physi-
cal evidence, witness statements, 
and the significant gunshot 
wound sustained by the dog, Brad 
Lamont Flood, 48, was charged 
with maiming of a companion ani-
mal, and animal cruelty.

He was held at the Henry Coun-
ty Adult Detention Center on a 

$1,000 secured bond. 
Sheriff Wayne Davis empha-

sized that community safety is his 
highest priority - and that com-
mitment includes the protection 
of companion animals. In Virgin-
ia, a person may not shoot a com-
panion animal merely because it 
is on their property. There are 
specific legal standards governing 
the use of force against animals, 
and those standards must be fol-
lowed.

The investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information related 
to this incident is encouraged to 
contact the Henry County Sher-
iff’s Office at (276) 638-8751 or 
Crimestoppers at 63-CRIME 
(632-7463). The Crimestoppers 
program offers rewards of up to 
$2,500 for information related to 
criminal activity. The nature of 
the crime and the substance of the 
information provided determine 
the amount of any reward paid.

Brad Lamont Flood
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Bulldog Beat 
Issue XVII 

Odyssey of the Mind Teams Advance to 
State! 

Martinsville Middle School Odyssey of the 
Mind teams are advancing to the state cham-
pionships! 

Emery Taylor, 6th grade, issued the fol-
lowing report about her Odyssey of the Mind 
trip. 

The week of February 17 through the 21 was 
so much fun for the Odyssey of the Mind team 
members. On Friday, February 20, team mem-
bers got to leave school early and get on a bus 
that was Newport News, VA bound. After four 
hours and thirty minutes, we finally made it! 

The next morning was the day we had been 
working so hard for—competition day. Af-
ter six long hours, it was finally time for the 
awards, where we would find out if we would 
advance to state. Then, after what felt like 
forever waiting, we found out that both MMS 
teams are going to state! 

This weekend was full of Odyssey of the 
Mind, pin trading, problem solving, and lots 
of awards. It is a weekend I will never forget! 

Adelaide Brent, 6th grade, issued the fol-
lowing report about what she has been doing 
this week. 

In 6th grade U.S. History, we have been 
practicing the 50 states and our spelling words 
on European explorers. We read chapter one of 
our Exploring the Americas comic book. 

On Tuesday, we practiced the 50 states again 
and created a poster on “Would you survive be-
ing on a boat in the 1500s?” We had to write 
down what we would bring with us. 

On Wednesday, Mrs. Hendricks came and 
talked to us about an invention we would 
make in 30 years. 

On Thursday, we practiced the 50 states and 
learned about the conquistadors and the three 

G’s—God, Gold, and Glory—the reasons they 
explored. We also read another chapter in our 
Exploring the Americas comic book. 

On Friday, we watched George Washington 
explain why 76 is better than 67, took a spell-
ing test, and then played a bingo game about 
famous explorers. 

Nevaeh Daniels, 6th grade, reported on 
what she has been doing in English and sci-
ence. 

In English, we have been reading the novel 
Ghost and learning about Black History. In 
science, we completed a project about a space 
timeline and are learning more about the 
planets. 

On Thursday, we worked on a novel project 
for Ghost, and on Friday, we did a presenta-
tion and completed the Word of the Week. 

Semaiya Craighead, 6th grade, reported 
that in English they finished the book Ghost by 
Jason Reynolds and are now writing prompts 
about how the plot was affected by the charac-
ter’s trauma. 

In math, they finished the circles unit and 
are now working on the area and perimeter of 
rectangles and triangles. Semaiya shared, “If 
you didn’t know, the area is the space inside of 
something, and the perimeter is the distance 
around the edges.” 

In history, they have been learning about 
the Columbian Exchange and how Christo-
pher Columbus discovered the Taino people 
and San Salvador. 

Miriam Carter, 6th grade, reported that 
in Ms. Clemons’ class they begin with a bell 
ringer. After that, they rotate to different ta-
ble groups to work. 

They have been working on circumference, 
area, and diameter. They watched a video 
about the area and perimeter and took notes 

in their notebooks. 
They also finished work from previous days 

and reviewed it together. On Thursday, they 
worked with flash cards and questions. Every-
one had a lot of fun. 

Mercy Moore, 6th grade, reported that: 
On Monday, band students watched the 

movie Frozen. Let it go!! 
On Tuesday, students learned how to do 

CPR during Career Investigations class. 
On Wednesday, in English, she worked on 

her Ghost writing assignment. 
On Thursday, Mr. Givens gave them new 

music to practice. 
Jade Holland-Dallas, 7th grade, also 

reported that band students watched Frozen 
and in the Make It Your Business course, they 
have been working on quizzes and making up 
missing work. 

Trinity Hairston, 7th grade, reported that 
in math they have started working on prob-
ability and how to identify it. They have been 
working on word problems and reviewing their 
notes. On Friday, they had a test on probabil-
ity. 

Alanna Gerlach and Katie Wall, 7th 
grade, reported that they have been working 
on a Black History Month project. 

Selena Stultz, an 8th grade student, re-
ported that she is also working on a Black His-
tory project. She chose to create a poster about 
Lisa Leslie. 

At Martinsville Middle School, every day 
brings new opportunities to learn, lead, and 
succeed. We are proud of the hard work and 
dedication shown by our students and staff. 

Thank you to our Bulldog Beat reporters for 
keeping our school community informed and 
connected. We can’t wait to share more great 
news with you soon! 

Eight teams to compete in Dancing for the Arts on March 14
By Jessica Dillon
Dancing for the Arts will take 

place March 14 at the Martinsville 
High School auditorium to raise 
money for Piedmont Arts.

Eight teams will compete for 
votes while entertaining the au-
dience throughout the afternoon. 
Each team consists of two partners 
who chose to dance together and 
are coached by a professional dance 
instructor.

Katie Adkins and Brandon 
Johnson

Katie Adkins is the region lead at 
the DBQ Project. A four-time All-
American cheerleader, she said she 
is excited to participate in Dancing 
for the Arts to raise money for the 
“wonderful education opportuni-
ties” Piedmont Arts provides in the 
community. She hopes students, 
friends and family will cheer her 
on and promises to keep her victory 
dance humble.

Brandon Johnson is a health 
and physical education teacher 
and head football coach at Bassett 
High School. Though he has no for-
mal dance experience, he said he is 
excited to participate to “do some-
thing different and have a ton of 
fun.” He hopes his family, friends 
and football players will support 
him.

The pair is coached by Victoria 
Howard and will perform the waltz.

Shan’Tyia Hairston and Mau-
rice Breedlove

Shan’Tyia Hairston is a program 
director for Piedmont United Fam-
ily Services and a member of the 
praise dance team at Bethel Way 
Church of Christ. She said she was 
surprised when asked to partici-
pate but is excited to have fun and 
give back to the community.

Maurice Breedlove has been 
dancing for fun since 1979. He said 
he plans to compete “to the high-

est level” as his family and friends 
cheer him on. He wants the com-
petition to bring their A game be-
cause he’s “in to win.”

Hairston and Breedlove are the 
first daughter-and-father team to 
compete in Dancing for the Arts. 
They are coached by Janeka Hair-
ston and will perform the cha-cha.

Tiffanie Hairston and Brian 
Hairston

Tiffanie Hairston is the chief dep-
uty treasurer at the Henry County 
Treasurer’s Office. A Zumba in-
structor, she said she is thrilled 
to participate because it is “such a 
great cause.” She looks forward to 
dancing with her husband, Brian.

Brian Hairston is the senior ex-
tension agent for Virginia Tech and 
Virginia State universities. When 
asked to participate, he said, “I am 
here to support my wife.”

They are coached by Stacey Da-
vis and will perform the tango.

Sarah Hodges and Kasey Lu-
cas

Sarah Hodges is the director of 
tourism and talent development 
at the Martinsville-Henry Coun-
ty Economic Development Corp. 
She took dance classes as a child 
and enjoys dancing to live music. 
Though initially hesitant to be on 
stage, she said she decided to par-
ticipate to have fun, tone up and 
support Piedmont Arts.

Kasey Lucas is a live music 
venue owner and founder of the 
DJWHAT Music Initiative. He said 
he has some dance experience and 
has always wanted to participate 
in Dancing for the Arts. He hopes 
to win but primarily wants to “give 
my all for a good cause.”

They are coached by Catherine 
Rodenbough and will perform the 
quickstep.

Elizabeth Huerta and Alfredo 
Huerta

Elizabeth Huerta is an early in-
tervention program manager at 
Piedmont Community Services 
and an aerial coach with Valkyrie 
Acrobatics. Though she has no 
formal dance experience, she par-
ticipated in gymnastics as a child 
and has performed aerial arts since 
2022. She said it was an honor to 
be asked to participate and hopes 
to raise funds and awareness for 
the arts. She also looks forward to 
dancing with her husband.

The pair recently won first place 
in the aerial ropes act at the Aerial 
Olympics.

Alfredo Huerta is a police of-
ficer with the Martinsville Police 
Department and the cross country 
and girls soccer coach at Martins-
ville High School. Though he has 
no formal dance experience, he en-
joys competing in races and hopes 
the running community will sup-
port them.

They are coached by Catherine 
Rodenbough and will perform the 
salsa.

Margie Price-Savedge and 
Christopher Janey

Margie Price-Savedge is the 
wellness director at King’s Grant. 
She said she has no formal dance 
experience but plans to have fun 
and hopes family, friends and the 
King’s Grant community will sup-
port her and Piedmont Arts.

Christopher Janey jokingly de-
scribes himself as a “spreadsheet 
wrangler and cat herder.” He has 
dance experience from group fit-
ness classes and social dancing. 
When asked to participate, his first 
thought was, “Will Heidi call back 
if I hang up?” He said he looks for-
ward to learning something new 
and raising “a lot of money and 
awareness” for Piedmont Arts.

They are coached by Jane Leizer 
and will perform the swing.

Shatera Robertson and Louis 
Norton

Shatera Robertson is a registered 
nurse and owner of Unique Styles 
& Designs.

Louis Norton works for Valley-
Pro Services and performs with the 
band Pirates of the Piedmont.

They are coached by Stacey Da-
vis and will perform the foxtrot.

Melissa White and Al Hern-
don

Melissa White is the front desk 
coordinator at Stateline Aesthet-
ics. She said she has never taken 
a dance lesson but danced at clubs 
in the 1980s. She looks forward to 
having fun and raising money for 
Piedmont Arts.

Al Herndon is the social media 
manager for Sarver Properties and 
floor manager at 3rd Bay Café. 
Though he has no formal dance ex-
perience, he said he was initially 
“very nervous and hesitant” but 
chose to participate to raise “as 
much money as we can” for Pied-
mont Arts. He hopes customers, 
coworkers and family will support 
him.

They are coached by Jane Leizer 
and will perform the rumba.

Votes cost $1 each and may be 
cast online at piedmontarts.org.

The show begins at 3 p.m. March 
14 at Martinsville High School. 
Tickets are $30 for reserved seat-
ing, $20 for general admission and 
$10 for students in grades K-12. 
Online ticket sales end at 5 p.m. 
Friday, March 13. Tickets will be 
available at the auditorium box of-
fice beginning at 1 p.m. on the day 
of the event.

Piedmont Arts will be closed 
March 14 in preparation for the 
event.
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THANK YOU FOR READING

VOTE NOW!
Give a shout out to your favorite businesses around 

Martinsville & Stuart - Patrick & Henry County

Our ballot is super simple! Don't know much about the accounting �rm in your region? Feel free to skip it and move on. 
Fill out the entire ballot if you're feeling ambitious, or pick and choose among our categories. Select from our drop 

down list, or if your favorite co�ee shop or spa isn't listed, write in your own winner. And, take your time. Our voting 
platform saves your votes, so you don't have to feel rushed. That means you can return to the ballot to continue 

choosing your favorites without worrying about any of your votes being lost.

More than 100 categories—from
• Steakhouse • Wineries • Pizzerias

• Event Centers • Law �rms • Jewelry Stores
• Ice Cream Shops • and much more,

You can cast your votes in each Category

  mountainmedianews.com/best-of/

Cast your votes from
Feb. 23rd to March 22nd

Winner’s will be published in
The Enterprise on April 29, 2026

Henry County Enterprise on April 30, 2026

Sounds on the Square 
music series begins in May

This year the Martinsville-Henry 
County Historical Society brings 
back its signature free music con-
cert series, Sounds on the Square, 
at the MHC Heritage Museum, 1 E. 
Main St. The concerts will be held 
from 7-10 p.m. on the first Friday 
of each month from May through 
September. Food and drink will be 
sold. During the event, admission 

to the museum will be half price ($5 
adults, $2.50 children/seniors).

The schedule will be:
•	 May 1, Andy Burnette Trio
•	 June 5, To Be Announced
•	 July 3, Special 150th Inde-

pendence Event, with an ear-
lier starting time

•	 Aug. 7, Griffin Haley
•	 Sept. 4, To Be Announced

The Andy Burnette Trio (pictured here in a 2024 concert at the museum) will open the 
MHC Historical Society’s Sounds on the Square music series with a show from 7-10 p.m. 
Friday, May 1.

Bassett High School Band of Distinction 
Receives International Recognition 

The Bassett High School Band of Distinc-
tion has been awarded the 2025 Sudler Shield 
Award from the John Philip Sousa Founda-
tion for its world-class level of excellence. 

The Sudler Shield is an international award 
recognizing high school, youth, and interna-
tional marching bands. It is awarded by the 
Sousa Foundation, a non-profit dedicated to 
the promotion of international understanding 
through the medium of band music. 

The award was created to establish and sup-
port international standards of excellence in 
musical performance, marching execution, 
choreography, and show design for marching 
bands. It also identifies, recognizes, and hon-
ors outstanding bands, such as the BHS Band 
of Distinction. 

“I am so excited for all the Band students 
who have been a part of making this happen,” 
BHS Principal Michael Minter said. “It is an 

honor to serve as the Bassett High School 
Principal and witness firsthand the hard work 
that each student, staff member, and parent 
puts in every day to make our band one of 
the best in the world. Thank you to the stu-
dents, staff, parents, and Mr. Harris for al-
ways showcasing just how special it is to be a 
Bengal.” 

Only 20 U.S. States are represented in the 
award recipients, and BHS is only the second 
Virginia band to be recognized. The award it-
self is not something any band can just apply 
for; it is nomination-based. 

Once nominated, BHS Band Director Trey 
Harris assembled a submission that included 
videos, a band biography and resume, fact 
sheets, and more for the selection committee. 
The award doesn’t just recognize the current 
band, but the BHS Band’s body of work over a 
period of several years. 

“The Bassett High School Band of Distinc-
tion is deeply honored and humbled to receive 
this prestigious award,” Harris said. “This 
recognition is especially meaningful because 
it represents a long-standing heritage of stu-
dents, parents, and staff members who have 
consistently strived for excellence at the local, 
state, and national levels.”

“This award is not the result of a single year’s 
efforts, but rather the culmination of many 
years of dedication, hard work, and success. 
We are thrilled for both our past and current 
students to be recognized on a national stage,” 
Harris added. “We are incredibly proud to rep-
resent Bassett High School and Henry County 
each time we step onto the field. Our students 
are taught that it is not where you come from 
that defines you, but how hard you are willing 
to work together to achieve a common goal. As 
we often say: ‘Make results, not excuses.’”
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Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

Everything You Need In 
One Convenient Location!

10 E. Market St., Martinsville, VA • 276-670-7867

• Claimate Controlled • Indoor Units
• Outdoor Drive Up Units

• Small & Large Sizes 
• City Center Location 
• Tractor Trailer Access 

• Business & Commercial Sizes 
• Boxes & Moving Supplies

• U-Haul Trucks • 24/7 Access
• Keypad Security w/ Personal Pin Code

VOTE 
FOR US!

BEST REAL ESTATE FIRM 
& BEST REALTOR!

276-647-7667

MAKE US THE 
BEST IN 202 !

WE APPRECIATE 
YOUR VOTE!

VOTE Daily
Now Through 

March 22
mountainmedianews.com/bestof/

Thank You For Reading SAR President Speaks 
to DAR Chapter on 

Revolutionary History

Andy Doss, President of the Colo-
nel George Waller Chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolution, 
recently presented a program to the 
“Virginia’s Old Carolina Road Chap-
ter” of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution on the region’s ties to 
Revolutionary War history.

Doss discussed how militias in the 
area were organized, supplied, and 
mobilized during the American Revo-
lution. He explained the structure of 
local militia leadership and how fron-
tier communities supported the war 
effort through coordinated service, 
communication with state officials, 
and provision of men and materials.

A significant portion of the presen-
tation focused on Franklin County’s 
role in the upcoming 250th commem-
oration of American independence. 

Although Franklin County had not 
yet been formed during much of the 
Revolutionary period, Doss noted 
that many of its earliest leaders 
were previously active in the Revo-
lutionary efforts of Henry County 
and Pittsylvania County. He empha-
sized that while county boundaries 
changed, the individuals who served 
and led in the cause of independence 
remained central to the region’s his-
tory.

The Sons of the American Revolu-
tion is a civic organization dedicated 
to preserving the history and ge-
nealogy of those who supported the 
American Revolution.

Requests for a presenter from the 
Colonel George Waller Chapter may 
be directed to Andy Doss at andy-
doss@vt.edu.

Doss demonstrates how a bayonet attaches to a musket.


