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New River Health District began

Phase 1B vaccinations Monday

CHRISTIANSBURG -- On Mon-
day, Jan. 11, the Virginia Department
of Health’s New River Health District
began providing COVID-19 vaccines
-- by pre-registration and appointment
only - to additional groups of recipi-
ents identified as “Phase 1b.”

These personnel include police,
fire and hazmat response personnel,
those living and working in correc-
tional facilities, homeless shelters and
migrant labor camps, childcare/K-12
teachers and staff, food and agriculture
workers, manufacturers, grocery store
workers, public transit workers, mail
carriers (USPS and private) and any-
one age 75 or over.

“As we approach the completion of
vaccination programs for Phase 1a, we
are beginning immediately to vacci-
nate those Phase 1b essential workers,
those in other residential facilities and

older Virginians who face greater risk
of illness,” said Dr. Noelle Bissell, the
health district’s director. “We are com-
mitted to using every available vaccine
as quickly as possible.”

Pre-registration and appointments
are required, and proof of qualification
for Phase 1b is also required. Residents
should not simply show up at a clinic.
Without pre-registration, an appoint-
ment and proof of qualification, vac-
cinations will not be given.

Many Phase 1b recipients will get
their vaccine through their workplace
clinic or residential clinic and do not
need to seek vaccine independently.
Smaller and independent businesses,
individuals 75 years old and up and
anyone not affiliated with a workplace
clinic or residential clinic may pre-reg-
ister online at www.NRVRoadtoW-
ellness.com or call 540-267-8240 to

complete the pre-registration process
and provide contact information.

Family members, caregivers and
others may register on behalf of other
persons. Those in Phaselcand the gen-
eral public should not call or go online
to pre-register at this time as there may
be different systems and processes used
for those phases. The Virginia Depart-
ment of Health (VDH) will contact
pre-registered individuals to schedule
an appointment at a local health de-
partment, pharmacy or other health-
care provider.

Pre-registration does not guarantee
an appointment or a vaccination, but
the process enables VDH to contact
recipients when vaccines are available
so they can make an appointment.

VDH has been pro-actively pre-

See Phase 1B, page 3

Women Who Care NRV donates

l0,000+ to Glean Te

Some of te 100+ Women Who Care gather, appropriately enough, in a

pumpkin field to present their check for $10,600 to the New River Valley

Glean Team.

BLACKSBURG —The 100+
Women Who Care NRV recently
voted to make their most recent
contribution to the New River Val-
ley Glean Team, and following their
final meeting of 2020, the organiza-
tion presented the Glean Team with
a check for $10,600.

Christy Gabbard, a member of
both the 100+ WWC and Glean
Team, put forth the organization
for consideration. The NRV Glean
Team provides nutritious and local-
ly grown fresh fruit and vegetables
to thousands of families throughout

the New River Valley by growing
food in large gardens, collecting
food from local farmers and farm
fields, and purchasing bulk potatoes
twice a year. They then distribute
the crops to local food-insecure
families and hunger relief organiza-
tions in the community.

With the support from 100+
WWC, the Glean Team purchased
macterials for a high tunnel to ex-
tend the growing season and protect
crops from insect infestations. They
also applied for a USDA match-
ing grant. Extra food production

aimn

is especially critical now that more
families and individuals are faced
with food insecurity because of the
pandemic.

In accepting the check, Glean
Team founder John Galbraith said,
“The Glean Team so greatly appre-
ciates the generosity of the 100+
Women Who Care. Their support
to us and to other community-
based charitable and service groups
is an inspiration. The group exem-
plifies the spirit of charitable giv-
ing.

More information about the
NRV Glean Team is available at
heeps://www.facebook.com/NRV-
GleanTeam/.

The 100+ WWC meets quarterly
on the third Tuesday of January,
April, July and October via ZOOM
because of the pandemic. All inter-
ested women are invited to join to
support local nonprofits that make
the New River Valley a better place
to live.

The group’s membership area
includes the counties of Mont-
gomery, Giles, Pulaski and Floyd
and the City of Radford. More in-
formation about the 100+ WWC
New River Valley is available at
www.100womenwhocarenrv.com
or by emailing nrv100wwc@gmail.
com.

The group’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021, at 6:15 p.m.

Health district director cautions COVID-19 vaccine
is light at tunnel's end, but the tunnel is long

Dr. Noelle Bissell, health director
of the New River Health District,
warned in a recent virtual meeting
with members of the media that
““there is a light at the end of the
tunnel, but it’s a long tunnel.”

Bissell said that people must con-
tinue to be cautious and follow pub-
lic health guidelines to prevent the
spread of the coronavirus despite an
exciting nationwide vaccine rollout.
The COVID-19 vaccine is making
its rounds across hospitals, long-
term care facilities and other health
care settings in the New River Val-
ley.

When it will be available to the
wider community is hard to predict,
Bissell said. Though the district is
working on plans to administer the

vaccine in a large-scale way, it must
follow state and federal guidelines
that direct the order in which differ-
ent groups receive the vaccine.

Vaccination of the groups clas-
sified as phase 1B began Monday.
The group includes non-health care
frontline workers and those 75 and
older.

In the meantime, Bissell said dur-
ing the virtual press conference that
the community needs to remain pa-
tient.

“I am asking that people give each
other a litde bit of grace,” she told
the media. “It’s a very ambitious ef-
fort, and there are multiple parallel
avenues by which people are getting
vaccinated. We are working through
health care providers according to
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the guidance that’s been set.”

Long-term care facilities are re-
ceiving vaccines through CVS and
Walgreens, and Bissell said there
are efforts starting to involve other
pharmacies in distribution once
the vaccine is available to the wider
public.

The health district received its
first shipment of the Moderna vac-
cine on Dec. 23 while New River
Valley hospitals received the Pfizer
vaccine in mid-December.

Currently, hospitals are giving
second doses of the vaccine, and in
two weeks, Bissell said, the health
district will administer its second
dose of the Moderna vaccine.

Both vaccines are administered
in two doses taken approximately
three to four weeks apart. People
must receive the same vaccine for
both doses.

Some who have received the sec-
ond dose have reported having side
effects, but that is a positive sign
that the immune system is working,
Bissell said.

“That first dose is a primer of the
immune system,” she said. “The sec-
ond dose is when the immune sys-
tem kicks in.”

Each vaccine vial contains 10 dos-
es, and once the vial is opened, the
vaccine must be administered within
six hours because of cold tempera-
ture requirements. If some people do
not show up for a scheduled vaccina-

See Vaccine, page 4

alk-up window modifications are in progres t the

s

Radford Public Library. The plan is to offer a walk-up
service to accomplish things like faxing, copying,
scanning and more. The overhang has heen mounted
and progress has heen made, but it is not quite
finished. Patrons can continue to call to make an
appointment when services are needed.

Library continues to serve
public through pandemic

Heather Bell

hbell@ourvalley.org

RADFORD - 'The
Radford Public Library
(RPL) has long been an
integral part of many
Radford citizens’ lives,
from story time with
their babies to a quiet
place to read and reflect,
as well as a place to find
valuable information and
resources.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has altered the way
the library is able to offer
its services, but Library
Director Elizabeth Sen-
sabaugh wants patrons to
know the RPL is here for
them during these trying
times.

“Libraries have varied
roles within their com-
munity, and public li-
braries are known to wear
many hats,” said Sen-
sabaugh in a recent inter-
view via email. “At RPL,
we are trying to stay con-
nected to our community
members and our city
to help throughout the
pandemic, and staff have
been committed to offer-
ing their help as safely as
possible.”

Sensabaugh says her
staff has really stepped
up, using their creativ-
ity, talents and love for
the community to find
ways to entertain, as-

See Library, page 3

Researchers: Removal of dairy
cows would have minimal impact

on greenhouse emissions while
reducing key nutrients in food chain

The removal of dairy cows from t

A
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he United States

would only slightly reduce greenhouse gas emissions
while reducing essential nutrient supply, Virginia Tech

researchers say.

The dairy industry in
the United States is mas-
sive. It supplies dietary re-
quirements to the vast ma-
jority of the population.

This same industry also
contributes approximately
1.58 percent of the coun-
try’s total greenhouse gas
emissions. A commonly
suggested solution to re-
duce greenhouse gas out-
put has been to reduce or
eliminate this industry in
favor of plant production.

A team of Virginia Tech
researchers wanted to un-
cover the actual impact
that these cows have on
the environment.

The researchers found
that the removal of dairy
cows from the United
States agricultural indus-
try would only reduce
greenhouse emissions by
about 0.7 percent while
significantly lowering the
available supply of essen-
tial nutrients for humans.

“There are environmen-
tal impacts associated with
the production of food,
period. The dairy industry
does have an environmen-
tal impact, but if you look
at it in the context of the
entire U.S. enterprise, it’s
fairly minimal,” said Rob-
in White, an associate pro-
fessor in VI’s Department
of Animal and Poultry Sci-
ences and a member of the

research team. “Associated
with that minimal impact
is a very substantial provi-
sion of high quality, di-
gestible and well-balanced
nutrients for human con-
sumption.”

White was part of a
team that included scien-
tists from the U.S. Dairy
Forage Research Center,
part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and
supported Dairy Manage-
ment, Inc., that examined
a few different scenarios
for dairy cacde in the
United States that fac-
tored in current manage-
ment practices, retirement
and depopulation from
the United States agricul-
tural industry.

White’s team looked at
both the environmental
and nutritional impact of
three different scenarios.

Greenhouse gas emis-
sions were unchanged in
the herd management
scenario, in which cattle
become an export-only
industry and the supply
of available nutrients de-
creases. In this economi-
cally realistic scenario,
the industry stays similar
to how it is now, but the
United States no longer
benefits from the human
consumable nutrients that

See Emissions, page 5
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Wednesday, Jan. 13:

Talking About Books
At Christiansburg Library, discussing
“Red at the Bone” by Jacqueline Wood-

son, virtually; 11 a.m. - noon.

Thursday, Jan. 14:

Virtual Knitting Group

Join Blacksburg Library for a demon-
stration of easy knitting techniques in a
Knitting 101 virtual program; 5 - 6 p.m.
The perfect craft for a long winter, knit-
ting is based on only two stitches. Knit-
ting 101 will cover purl, knit, and casting
on. Grab some needles and yarn and knit
along. A troubleshooting discussion will
follow. Call 540-552-8246 for more in-

formation.

Sunday, Jan. 17:

NAACP Martin Luther King, Jr. cel-
ebration

The Montgomery County-Radford
City-Floyd County Branch of the
NAACP will hold its annual celebration
of the life and legacy of the Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., at 3:30 p.m. virtu-
ally. The guest speaker will be the Rev.
Jefferson Jones, pastor of Surge Minis-
tries and Race & Grace. All are welcome.

The celebration will be via Zoom and
Facebook Live. To register and receive
additional information, visit http://bit.
ly/2021MLKCelebration.

Tuesday, Jan. 19:

100+ Women Who Care NRV Winter
2021 Quarterly Meeting

From 6:15-7:15 p.m. on Zoom, the
quarterly meeting at which each mem-
ber contributes $100 directly to a char-
ity selected by majority vote with ap-
proximately $10,000 being donated to
the elected organization. No member-
ship dues or additional commitments of
time or money are required, and mem-
bers can enter the quarterly drawing to
represent a favorite not-for-profit to the
group for consideration of that meet-
ing’s entire donation amount. All funds
remain in the NRV area. For more in-
formation contact nrvl100wwc@gmail.
com, www.l00womenwhocarenrv.com

or Sarah Black at (937) 205-3722.

Thursday, Jan. 21:

Discord Comic Book Club

The Radford Public Library presents
an all-ages voice chat discussion of Comic
Books via Discord. Neil Gaiman’s “Eter-
nals” will be the subject of this month’s
reading and discussion. Check it out on

Hoopla at Eternalshteps://www.hoop-
ladigital.com/title/12003687. To sign
up, send a Facebook message or email
duncan.hall@radfordva.gov. The library
will then send an invitation to the RPL
Discord server.

Thursday, Jan. 28:

Writing Flash Fiction Workshop

Blue Ridge Writers, an affiliated chap-
ter of the Virginia Writers Club, is offer-
ing a workshop “Writing Flash Fiction”
(less than 1500 words) at 7 p.m. via
Zoom for interested writers from high
school students to adults. Blue Ridge
Wrriters is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit mem-
ber organization that supports beginning
writers and seasoned writers through cri-
tique programs, quarterly literary journal
publication and monthly workshops. For
additional information, contact Dr. John
Nicolay nicolay0211@gmail.com or visit
https://blueridgewriters. Class size is lim-

ited.
Ongoing:

Throughout January:

Keep Your Lights Up for Healthcare
Heroes
Local communities are calling upon

every citizen and business to keep their
holiday lights up through January 31 to

recognize those working in healthcare.

StoryWalk

All month at the Christiansburg Li-
brary. Brains and bodies get exercise
by reading and walking the trail. The
walk begins at the library at the College
Street entrance of Downtown Park. This
month’s book is The Emperor’s Egg.

Through Thursday, Jan.
21:

Girl Scout Cookie Sales

The Girl Scouts of the Virginia Sky-
line Council are taking orders for cook-
ies that will be delivered in mid-Janu-
ary. Gift certificates can be purchased
through Thursday, Jan. 14, 2021, by
emailing info@gsvsc.org or calling 540-
777-5100. Girl Scout cookies are $5 a
box. To locate a Girl Scout to take an
order, contact the girl scouts at info@
gsvsc.org or 540-777-5100. When the
cookies arrive in the region in mid-Jan-
uary, Girl Scouts will be delivering them
in different ways: masked drop-offs to
the customer’s door; cookie booth drive-
thrus; online ordering with shipping via
Digital Cookie; cookie delivery service
and voice-activated sales via Echo home
systems.

Blackshurg Aquatic
Center’s winter schedule
to feature aqualates,
Saturdays at the pool

On Monday, Jan. 18, the Blacks-
burg Aquatic Center will begin of-
fering aqualates on Mondays and
Fridays and will open the pool for
one Saturday per month from Jan. 23
through May 22.

Aqualates is a combination of
strength building and endurance ex-
ercise. Taught both in the pool and
on deck, this hybrid class is an op-
portunity for a total body workout in
a fun setting. Participants must bring
their own mats.

Three aqualates courses will be
taught, each from 11 a.m. until noon
and each with a registration fee of
$45. The courses are scheduled for
Jan. 18 through Feb. 26 with a reg-
istration deadline of Jan. 15, March

1 through April 9 with a registra-
tion deadline of Feb. 26 and April
12 through May 1 with a registration
deadline of April 9.

Saturdays at the pool will offer fun
and games with events including rac-
es, rock hopping and balancing and
use of the slide and the diving board.
The pool will be open from 12:15
p.m. until 3 p.m. for ages 8-12 and
will be limited to 15 participants.

The pool will be open on the fol-
lowing four Saturdays with a registra-
tion fee of $15: Jan. 23 with a regis-
tration deadline of Jan. 20, March 27
with a registration deadline of March
24, April 24 with a registration dead-
line of April 21 and May 22 with a
registration deadline of May 19.
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55. Soluble ribonucleic acid

56. Deliberately setting fire to

58. Infamous singer Zadora

26. Satisfies 59. Anwar __, Egyptian statesman
28. Popular flower 60. Influential sports mag

29. Shared services center 61. Aromatic Mediterranean plant
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31. A way to attack 65. Unit of explosive power
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CLUES ACROSS edible purple-black berries CLUES DOWN 37. Stinging, winged insect
1. Recurring TV show 40. Gazes unpleasantly 1. Mollusks 38. The use of irony to mock
7. Throws out 41, Gets up 2.-__, denotes past 39. Arsenals
13. Iberian Peninsula 43. Capital of Ukraine 3. Anchor ropes 42. Pouch
microstate 44. Returned material authoriza- 4. Large Middle Eastern country 43. 22nd letter of the Greek
14. Gossip tion (abbr.) 5.To make a mistake alphabet
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15. Goes over once more 55. Athabaskan language
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21. Italian islanders 59. Six (Spanish)
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26.__Adams, U.S. President  63. Chinese philosophical

27. Rest with legs bent principle
30. Type of flour 66. American conglomerate
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HlStOl‘lC Montgomery

In this 1950s photograph of the interior ring at the Christianshurg Livestock Market,
auctioneer Joe Stewart is shown on the right in the auctioneer’s hooth. (This image
from the D. D. Lester Collection and many more are available from the Montgomery

Museum of Art & History.)

New River Health
District establishes
COVID vaccine hotline

CHRISTIANSBURG -- The Virginia
Department of Healths (VDH) New River
Health District has activated a telephone
hotline at 540-838-8222 (VACC) for ques-
tions about COVID-19 vaccine.

The hodline is available for vaccine ques-
tions and for anyone who wishes to pre-reg-
ister for vaccine under Phase 1b, in addition
to those in Phase 1a who may have not yet
received the vaccine. The number is staffed
daily.

Residents in Phase 1a (including health-
care workers, emergency medical services
personnel and long term care facility resi-
dents and staff) and Phase 1b (including
other essential workers, residents of home-
less shelters, correctional facilities and mi-
grant labor camps and anyone age 75 and
up) may call to pre-register to make an ap-
pointment for the vaccine.

Phases are described in detail at www.
vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/. Those
under age 75, even with serious medical
conditions, are not eligible in Phases 1a or
1b, unless they qualify according to their
place of work or of residence.

Residents also may register online at
www.NRVRoadtoWellness.com. Anyone
not eligible under Phase 1b should not
pre-register by phone or online as that may
delay or prevent others from receiving the

vaccine.

Residents may call the hotline any time
and may leave a message if they are un-
able to reach a call-center staffer. High call
volumes are expected, so please be patient.
Please do not leave duplicate messages as
that will delay the process for everyone.

“We have had people showing up at the
vaccination site who do not have appoint-
ments, which causes delays for everybody,”
said Dr. Noelle Bissell, director of the New
River Health District. “Please do not do
this. We are working to vaccinate as many
people as possible as quickly as possible, but
we cannot vaccinate those without a spe-
cific appointment. We ask our fellow Vir-
ginians to honor the process so that we can
move quickly.”

The districts previous hotline number,
540-267-8240, will remain in operation for
general questions about COVID-19, espe-
cially for questions about testing.

“We are committed to using every avail-
able vaccine, and to vaccinating as many
Virginians as possible as quickly as pos-
sible,” said Dr. Bissell.

For more information, visit www.NRV-
RoadtoWellness.com, www.vdh.virginia.
gov/covid-19-vaccine/ and www.vdh.vir-
ginia.gov/covid-19-faq/ or call 540-267-
8240.

Christiansburg

ENTERTAINMENT
AT ANY AGE

NRV Superbowl

575 Arbor Drive,
Christiansburg

www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

" TRAMPOLINE PARK
200 Midway Plaza Drive,

For opening hours and information,
go to www.xtremespringz.com

Be sure
to ‘Like’
the News

Journal

on Facebook.
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A famlly browses at the Radford Public lerary after
making an appointment to peruse the books, DVDs and
everything else the library has to offer. The library is
open hy appointment Monday through Thursday from
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Friday through Saturday from 10

a.m. -5 p.m.

sist and inform patrons
through everything from
livestreaming story time
and crafts to hosting
on-line book clubs and
more.

“I've always known
that I worked with amaz-
ing people at RPL and
the City of Radford,
but they've shown me
even more how com-
mitted they are to their
patrons and community
members respectfully in
a myriad of ways,” she
said.

“Staff have creatively
offered virtual programs
in the way that many
public  libraries have,
moving their programs
to an online platform,”
said Sensabaugh. “RPL
has offered Zoom au-
thor talks and book club
meetings. We've had
many Facebook (FB) sci-
ence experiments, cook-
ing events, book reviews,
storytimes, craft activities
and more. We've created
a channel on YouTube
for recorded events. On
Discord, we've reached
out to youth to provide
comic book clubs. Us-
ing the ReadSquared
platform we provided a
remote Summer Reading
Program (SRP), a Tri-
Wizard Academy Read-
ing Program, a Super-
heroes Reading program
and now a 2021 Reading
Challenge for adults and
Reading Bingo for kids
and teens.

“We've stepped up our
presence on FB as well
as on Instagram in effort
to engage our patrons,’
she continued. “We've
highlighted new materi-
als, promoted library da-
tabases, offered reading
suggestions and genre
lists, created contests and
awarded prizes, and gen-
erally interacted so as to
provide good cheer and
comfort to our commu-
nity.”

Sensabaugh said sup-
plemental funding from
the Lamplighters, the
library’s volunteer and
fundraising group, has
been important.

“We’re thankful to our
Lamplighters for provid-
ing the funding for the
prizes awarded during
the SRP and for affording
the costs of some of these
platforms,” she said.

Sensabaugh said she
feels it is important for
the library to provide
entertainment and com-
fort to the community
during these sometimes
scary and stressful times,
as well as important re-
sources.

“At a minimum, we
hope we’re helping our
patrons cope during the
pandemic through the
comfort of entertain-
ment - books, movies,
music and more,” she
said. “We're also trying
to meet technology and
other educational needs.
From an early point in
this pandemic, RPL has
been offering Grab &
Go Holds and Copies
(for curbside services) as
well as in-house comput-
er appointments. Many
people have needed com-
puter help filling out
unemployment  forms
or simply having copies
and faxes accomplished
so that they can receive
other supports. We have
offered these services
consistently throughout
the pandemic, and be-
ing a constant resource is
important to us; it’s part
of our RPL mission. We
also have offered notary
services and passport ser-
vices as continued staples
of services while being
responsive to needs and
requests as they arise
from the public.”

The library also made
it possible for new users
to sign up for a library
card remotely so ac-
cess to services could be
provided to people who
didn’t already hold a li-

brary card.
“Our IT staff acquired
hotspots and chrome-

books so that more con-
nectivity could be offered
remotely  within  our
community to those who
didn’t previously have ac-
cess,” said Sensabaugh.

Phase 1B from page 1

16 and older with underly- Cover your mouth and nose
ing medical conditions. The with a mask, wash your
complete definitions of all hands often and well, stay at
phases, data and other in- least six feet away from oth-
formation are on VDH’s ers, avoid gatherings with
Vaccine Response website at anyone who is not a member
www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid- of your household and get a

registering Phase 1b re-
cipients in anticipation of
vaccines being available, so
appointments may not im-
mediately be available to
new registrants. They will
be made -- and vaccines will
be given -- as quickly as pos-
sible.

Currendy, two CO-
VID-19  vaccines, Pfizer-
BioNTech and Moderna,
are authorized for emergency
use by the Food and Drug
Administration and are rec-
ommended by the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Statewide, VDH
expects to receive approxi-
mately 100,000 doses per
week, 50,000 of each vac-
cine.

As availability of the vac-
cine increases, Virginia will
move to the other phases.
Phase 1c will include other
essential  workers, people
age 65 and older and people

19-vaccine/.

Virginians who do not
fall into priority phases will
be offered the COVID-19
vaccine when it is more
widely available. Once the
vaccine is rolled out to the
general public, distribution
will be similar to the flu vac-
cine. People will be able to
get the vaccine from a local
pharmacy, a primary care
physician, a federally quali-
fied health center/free clinic,
a local health department or
other clinic that is participat-
ing as a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion program provider.

In the meantdme, vigi-
lance is still necessary for

COVID-19 prevention.
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One unique undertaking of the library during the
pandemic is to help train a service dog for Saint
Francis Service Dogs. The library’s puppy, Story,
has passed her heginner level and has moved on to
intermediate level.

“We’ve worked with Lit-
eracy Volunteers of the
New River Valley to share
hotspots and resources to
help students and tutors
connect. We've increased
our online offerings of
digital materials includ-
ing ebooks, audiobooks,
streaming content and
more  with  Hoopla,
OverDrive, and Kanopy
to name a few. We've
purchased new museum
passes for Wonder Uni-
verse: A Children’s Mu-
seum so that families can
experience this playful
learning environment at
no cost to them (each
pass is $150 annually).”

Sensabaugh said she
and the library staff
members miss their in-
teractions with patrons.

“It’s disheartening not
to have people in the
library, relaxing, read-
ing, and playing in the
children’s area; we miss
our regular patrons, our
families, our seniors,
our teens, everyone,” she
said. “We're just con-
stantly trying to find
ways to reach out.

“We especially love
when people call us be-
cause were happy to
hear the voices of our pa-
trons.”

One way to interact
was to partner with the
school and the school
librarian, Dr. Rebecca
Caufman, who began a
Global Read Aloud with
students. The Lamp-
lighters purchased the
books for the teen par-
ticipants, and library
staff were able to visit
and read with students
twice a week at Radford
High School and Dalton
Intermediate School Li-
brary.

Other library
reach has included:

Met with departments
of Radford University
(McConnell Library and
the College of Educa-
tion and Human De-
velopment) to continue
planning Radford Reads
with Radford University
in hopes of offering an
author talk to children

out-

flu shot.

v
Etzler’s
Hams
A

{ /,

<

il

This Friday, Jan. 15th
Fresh Hams &
Pork Bellies
5445 Blacksburg Road,
Troutville

540-992-2297

via the local schools in
2021.

Participated in other
outreach opportunities
to connect with the
community, including
the MountainTrotter
Arts Pop-Up Holiday
event and the Christ-
mas Cruise-Through,
at the Radford Recre-
ation Center.

MyLibro, a new app,
was acquired so that
folks can access the
library catalog, place
holds, and schedule a
time to pick up those
holds. Sensabaugh says
offering ease of access
is paramount, and of-
fering the simplicity
of the app has helped
reach patrons.

The library has
placed craft bags of
supplies outside for
pickup weekly so that
children and adults
could enjoy a free craft
and activity together.

The library has done
away with fines during
the pandemic and has
‘suggested’ due dates,
offering increased flex-
ibility in hopes that
patrons will feel com-
fortable checking out
and enjoying library
materials.

Patrons can sched-
ule library browsing
appointments and
public computer use
appointments between
Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m.
- 5 p.m. and Friday
through Saturday from
10 am. - 5 p.m.

For more informa-
tion about anything li-
brary related, call 540-
731-3621.

PETS-OF -THE-WEEK

At this time, visits to the Animal Care and Adoption
Center are limited to one party at a time in the lobby
area. Animal areas are not open to the public. To sched-
ule an appointment to meet a prospective pet call (540)
382-5795 or email animalcenter@montgomerycoun-

tyva.gov.

S

Nova (pictured) and her BFF (best feline friend) Celeste
are a honded pair of older kittens. They share a space
at the Animal Care and Adoption Center and would
love to go to a new home together. Nova is a charming
gal who likes to play and explore once she gets used
to her surroundings. Celeste, a tortie, has a similar
personality. Both get along with other cats, dogs and
humans hig or small. They are also housetrained.

If there were an award for the best squishy, mushy
doggie face, Mookie might take the prize. Typical of
Shar-peis, she tends to have an independent spirit. She
may take some time to warm up to a stranger. Mookie
would do best in a quiet home where she is the only
pet. Her adoption is sponsored by Montgomery County
Friends of Animal Care and Gontrol (MCFACC).

Send community
news and photos to
communitynews@

ourvalley.org
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Home Country with Slim Randles

“Windy, my man,” said
Doc, “how are you and the
widow getting along?”

“She’s been sorta creepitatin’
up on my blind side, Doc,”
Windy said.

“Which
Windy?”

“Very humoristic, Dud. Ha.
Ha?”

We had all been watching,
as closely as we could, the re-
lationship  between Windy
Wilson, bachelor, camp cook,
cowboy, and teller of tales ...

side is  that,

and Mamie Dilworth, aging
hippie chick, starer at crystals,
vegetarian, widow.

We all knew, those of us who
lived vicariously alongside the
perimeter of their friendship,
that if it could’ve been filmed,
itd be on television longer
than The Flying Nun.

“Doc,” said Windy, “ol’
Mame the Dame is a awful
nice lady, sure ‘nuf. I have con-
siderationed maybe takin’ our
friendship to the next level.”

“What level is that?”

“Steve, that would be put-
tin’ one of my patented pow-
er sneaks on her and holdin’
hands.”

“Be careful you don’t rush
these things, Windy. You've
only known each other a cou-
ple of years now.”

“T'll be careful, Doc, don’t
you worry none. Why, we al-
most got to that there hand-
holdin’ when we capper-sized
that stock tank boat of mine in
the crick. Had to pull ‘er out.
Weren't no grateful smooch,

howsomever.”

“So why ramp it up now?”

“Valentine’s Day, Steve! Co-
min’ up, ain’t it? Yessir, afore
long there’s gonna be young
lovers squarin’ off and smooch-
in’ and darin’ the world to stop
them from cuddlin.” I really
take to Valentine’s Day.”

“Buy her a card yet?”

“Thinkin’ on it, Doc. But I
gotta get jest the right kind.
Can’t be too moochie-smooch-
ie or she’ll get the wrong idear.
What I'm lookin’ for is one

that says, ‘Mame, I kinda like
you and think you'se smart
and kind, And would you like
to hold hands and talk about
good stuff? And no more a-
them tofu tacos, thank you.”

“That’s a tall order, Windy.”

“Valentine’s only comes on-
cet a year, boys.”

Brought to you by A Cowboy’s
Guide to Growing up Right.
Look it over at wwuw.lpdpress.
com. Avuncular tips from a guy
who made lots of mistakes.

Having this COVID-19 vaccine at all is proof

The COVID-19 vaccine
arrived so fast with such a
minimum of fanfare that we
tended to take it for granted.
The truth is anything but.

Wondering if perhaps I
wasn’t really appreciating
what an incredible thing had
happened here with the cre-
ation, testing, and marketing
of the virus vaccine, I did a
little research. Yeah, I know,
that sounds like cerebral
work, which is pretty amazing
for me, but I did it anyhow.

And what has happened
while we weren’t looking is
pretty amazing.

For instance, at one point,
more than 100 studies were
underway to find a coronavi-
rus vaccine.

Two finally emerged from
the pack, and we have them
here.

There are five stages of vac-
cine development. To move
through all five typically takes
more than 10 years and costs
some $500 million. Our sci-
entists and researchers got it
to us in less than a year.

The first stage of the de-
velopment of any vaccine is
discovery research, which is
where the mass of 100 possi-
ble vaccines came from. This
process alone usually requires
two to five years.

The second stage in the pro-
cess is pre-clinical; that is, the
weeds and the tares, the stuff
that doesn’t work, are tossed
into the trash. This process

narrowed the efficacious vac-
cines down to 20 and usually
requires some two years.

Step number three is clini-
cal development, which itself
requires several stages. What
is sought here is the answer to
three crucial questions: 1) Is
the darned thing safe to use on
humans since it’s an elemental
axiom of basic medicine that
the cure can’t be worse than the
disease? 2) Does it activate an
immune response in the human
body? If it doesn’t, then it’s ob-
viously worthless. Who wants
to take a shot and still wind
up with the virus? 3) Does it
protect against the disease? See
question No. 2 above.

On to step four, the most
cumbersome and annoying of

the bunch: regulatory review
and approval. Never a sure
thing when the government is
involved.

And then finally comes
manufacturing and delivery.
It should come as no surprise
that manufacturing vaccines
requires specialized facilities
that are highly regulated and
expensive to develop.

And so, dear hearts and
gentle people, when we got
through with all that, we had
two vaccines left out of the
original 100, and they have
been and are being distributed.

I, for one, offer some kind
of amazed congratulations to
the scientific geniuses who did
this on behalf of the rest of us
who wouldnt know a virus

of miracles

from a football. Well, I would
at least be able to recognize a
football. Hey, I wasn’t raised in
the Deep South for nothing.

The author is a man of a cer-
tain age who frankly admits he’s
impressed ar what the nation’s
scientific community has pulled
off with this vaccine thing. Ev-
ery few decades or so, Ameri-
cans wise up tempomrz'/y, quit
fighting among themselves for a
season, decide to work together
Jfor a change, put their collective
brains and brawn to work with
single-minded  determination
and dedication, and do some-
thing worthwhile and heroic
that staggers the imagination.
I think the last time had some-
thing to do with the moon.
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Virginia still struggling to recover
from unemployment claims

As of the new year, unemploy-
ment claims across the nation
are down by 89% from the peak
achieved during the pandemic, but
in its first survey of 2021, the per-
sonal finance website WalletHub
ranked the 50 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia from fastest to
slowest with their recovery from
unemployment claims and found
that Virginia is the fourth slowest
recovering state in the country.

The latest national survey
showed that 10.7 million Ameri-
cans are still unemployed due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Last
week, more than 787,000 new
unemployment claims were filed
nationwide, which is a lot fewer
than the 6.9 million during the
peak of the pandemic.

To identify which states” work-
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tion appointment, there is a standby
list of health care workers that the
district will call, Bissell said.

During the virtual meeting, she
stressed the need for ongoing vigi-
lance in following public health
guidelines. The district continues to
offer COVID-19 testing, and it has
seen an increase in positive cases fol-
lowing the holiday season compared
to levels before Thanksgiving.

Also, she addressed decisions by
Virginia Tech and Radford Univer-

forces are experiencing the quick-
est recovery from COVID-19,
WalletHub compared the states
and D.C. across three metrics
based on changes in unemploy-
ment claims.

These three metrics and Vir-
ginia’s respective standing among
the states are 1) the percent
change in Virginia Weekly un-
employment claims comparing
the week of Jan. 1, 2019, to the
current week of Jan. 1, 2021, a
619.76% increase in unemploy-
ment claims (25,170 the week
of Jan. 1, 2021, vs. 3,497 3the
week of Jan. 1, 2019, the fourth
slowest recovery in the country);
2) the percent change in Virginia
unemployment claims comparing
the week of Jan. 1, 2021, with the
week of Jan. 1, 2020, a 689.52%

sity to begin classes in mid-January,
rather than delaying opening dates.
Bissell said she does not expect to see
the same large surge in COVID-19
cases when students return from the
winter break as happened at the start
of school in the fall. Largely, college
students have been following public
health guidelines, she said.

The health district head reiter-
ated that significant coronavirus
transmissions in the district have not
been linked to university or K-12

increase in unemployment claims
(25,170 the week of Jan. 1, 2021
vs. 3,188 the week of Jan. 1,
2020, the fourth slowest recovery
in the United States); and 3) the
percent change in unemployment
claims comparing unemployment
claims the week between the week
of March 16, 2020, and the week
of Jan. 1, 2020, with the week of
March 18, 2019, and the week of
Jan. 1, 2020, a 1,258.3 percent
increase in unemployment claims
(1,345,752 between March
16, 2020, and Jan. 1, 2021, vs.
106,950 between March 18,
2019, and Jan. 1, 2020), the fifth
slowest recover in the country.

The only states recovering from
unemployment claims at a slower
rate than Virginia are Louisiana,
Colorado and Kansas.

classroom settings. That’s because
mitigation efforts, such as universal
masking and physical distancing, are
working, she said.

“Our community transmission
right now is community members.
It’s not our students,” Bissell said. “I
do want to get away from blaming
our students for bringing it [COV-
ID-19] or exacerbating it.”

—Written by
Jenny Kincaid Boone
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Akers, Sue Ellen Marlowe

Sue Ellen Marlowe Akers of Fairlawn
passed away Sunday, Jan. 10, 2021.

She was born Jan. 1, 1945, in Norfolk, the
daughter of the late Paul W and Louise Mar-
lowe.

Sue spent her childhood in Danville. She
graduated from George Washington High
School and attended Averett College and
Radford University, where she graduated with
her master’s degree in psychology. She re-
tired from the Southwestern Virginia Mental
Health Institute after 30 years of service as the
Director of the Adolescent Program.

Predeceased family members include her
brother, Paul A. Marlowe; her mother-in-law,
FElverta “Bertie” Akers; and her brother-in-law;,
Bill Akers.

She is survived by her husband of 50 years,
James “Butch” Akers; her son, Christopher T.
Akers and his fiancé, Lynn Gibson; a brother,
JohnT. Marlowe and his wife, Karen; sister-in-

law, Sherry McGuire and her husband, Mike;
brother-in-law Alan Akers and his wife Karen;
sister-in-law Marie Marlowe; and sister-in-
law Dot Albert Akers. Sue is also survived
by many special nieces, nephews and special
friends, each of whom she loved very much

The family would like to express their love
and appreciation for their neighbors, the pas-
tor and the members of St. Michael Lutheran
Church. A special thank-you goes to Dr. Mat-
thew Skews and his staff for their excellent
care and support.

With the current COVID-19 crisis, a cel-
ebration of Sue’s life will take place at a later
date.

If you wish, memorials may be made to
St. Michael Lutheran Church (Micah’s Back-
pack) or a charity of your choice.

The Akers family is in the care of Mullins
Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford.
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Huff, Marvin Dale

Marvin Dale Huff, 75,

of Christiansburg, died
Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021.

He was born in Floyd
on May 22, 1945, to the
late Thurman Jack and
Virgil Keith Huff.

He was preceded in
death by his wife, Rebec-
ca Wright Huff, and his
brother-in-law, Lowell Al-
dridge.

He is survived by his
daughters and son-in-law,
Vonda Kay Dillon, Shana Nicole Biter
and her husband, Billy; grandchildren
Trey Dillon and his wife, Ashlyn; Lacie
Dillon and Nikki and Ricky Roop; step-
grandchildren Jessica, Amanda and Kassie;
great-grandchildren Everleigh, Mya, Alex

and Kayden; sisters and
brother-in-law, Janice Foro
and her husband, Brad;
and Emma Jean Aldridge;
brother-in-law and sister-
in-law Frank and Terri
Wright; as well as several
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be
held today, Wednesday,
Jan. 13,2021,at 11 a.m. in
the McCoy Funeral Home
Chapel with Pastor Trey
Dillon and Pastor Mike
Johnston officiating.

Interment will follow at Roselawn Me-
morial Gardens, Christiansburg.

The family will receive friends from
10-11 a.m. prior to the service at McCoy
Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

McCoy, Patsy Darlene

Patsy Darlene McCoy,
80, of Christiansburg en-
tered her eternal home on
Jan. 9, 2021.

She was born on Now.
28, 1940, to her beloved
parents, Clarence and Cla-
rice Coleman.

Patsy was a devoted em-
ployee of 27 years at Wal-
Mart, Christiansburg. She
reluctantly retired in 2017.
Patsy gained many close

l}n

and Tammy  Walker;
great-grandchildren  Lo-
gan and Lauren; and step-
children Melinda Slusser
and Holly Hughes and
their families.

A special thanks goes to
Medi-Home Hospice for
their wonderful care.

Funeral services will be
held Thursday, Jan. 14,
2021, in the McCoy Fu-
neral Home Chapel with

friends at Wal-Mart.

She is survived by her husband, An-
drew C. McCoy, of the home; her son,
Darrell Jones (Shelby); her daughter,
Sherry Compton (Cliff); granddaugh-
ters Tera Compton, Karen Compton

Pastor T. Michael Bond
officiating. Burial will follow in Sunset
Cemetery, Christiansburg.

The family will receive friends from 10
a.m. until service time at McCoy Funeral
Home, Blacksburg.

Neighbors, Elizabeth Price

Elizabeth Price Neigh-
bors, 84, of Blacksburg
died, Saturday, Jan. 9,
2021, at LewisGale Hospi-
tal Montgomery.

She was born in Mont-
gomery County on Jan.
21, 1936, to the late Minor
Simeon and Ruby Wool-
wine Price. She was pre-
ceded in death by an infant
daughter, Cheryl Denise
Neighbors; and a brother,

chael Neighbors; grand-
children Traci Worrell,
Hope Worrell, Jessica
Wiggert, Jamie Wiggert
and David Neighbors;
great-grandchildren Han-
nah, Landon, Madison
and Annabelle; sisters
and brothers-in-law, Al-
ice and Robert Wrenn,
Kathleen and J.C. Ab-
sher, Judy Dowdy and
Carolyn Alls; brother and

Charles Matthew Price.

She loved spending time with her
family and is retired from the National
Bank of Blacksburg. She is survived by
her husband of 65 years, Samuel Hope
Neighbors; daughters and sons-in-law,
Karen and Gary Worrell, Jeanette and
John Wiggert and Sherry Neighbors
and Stephen Donathan; a son, Mi-

sister-in-law David and
Sandy Price;and numerous nieces and
nephews.

A graveside service will be held today,
Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021, at 2 p.m. at
Roselawn Memorial Gardens, Christians-
burg.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral
Home, Blacksburg.

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ROAD WATCH

The following is a list of
forecasted highway projects
that may impact traffic trav-
eling in the 12-county Sa-
lem Transportation District
this week. Work schedules
and construction  project
timelines are always subject
to change and weather de-
pendent. The Salem District
covers Bedford, Botetourt,
Carroll, Craig, Floyd, Frank-
lin, Giles, Henry, Montgom-
ery, Patick, Pulaski, and

Roanoke.

MONTGOMERY
COUNTY

ROUTE 11 BRIDGE
DECK REPLACEMENT
- Work has begun on Route
11 southbound to replace
the bridge deck over the
Norfolk Southern Railroad.
The bridge is located .4 miles
north of the intersection
with Route 748 (Big Spring
Drive) and .4 mile south of
the intersection with Route
603 (North Fork Road). The
left lane of both Route 11
north and south are closed

until the completion of the
project. Route 11 South will
experience intermittent left
lane closures as crossovers
are prepared for an eventual
detour. Once in place, the
detour will re-route Route
11 south traffic through the
left lane of Route 11 north,
limiting each direction to a
single lane. The detour will
be in place until the comple-
tion of the project. The ex-
pected completion date is

November 2021.
ROUTE 636 BRIDGE
REPLACEMENT AT

SENECA HOLLOW -
Work is underway to replace
the bridge on Route 636
over the Roanoke River at
Seneca Hollow. A road clo-
sure is in place from Echo
Hills Road to .36 mile south
of Route 460. A detour will
be in place. The detour will
restrict access to Route 460
at Seneca Hollow and will
require travelers to enter/
exit Route 460 at Friendship
Road near Wheeling Hol-
low. The project is expected
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dairy cows provide.

The scenario where cows
were retired — where cows
lived out the remainder of
their lives in pastures or
free-range — resulted in
a 12 percent reduction in
agricultural emissions. All
39 nutrients considered
declined.

The depopulation sce-
nario — where cows are
killed off — resulted in a
7 percent reduction in ag-
ricultural emissions. Thirty
of 39 nutrients increased
for the depopulation sce-
nario, though several es-
sential nutrients declined.

A major factor in all
of the scenarios is the
use of the land that has
to be managed after the
removal of the cows. The
impact on the industry
downstream must be fac-
tored into the scenario
results. For example, a
pasture that was formerly
used for cattle would no
longer be used for that
resource. Areas used for
grain, fertilizer and more
would also change func-
tionality.

“Land use was a focus
in all animal removal sce-
narios because the assump-
tions surrounding how to
use land made available
if we remove dairy cattle
greatly influence results of
the simulations,” White
said. “If dairy cattle are no
longer present in U.S. ag-

riculture, we must consider
downstream effects, such
as handling of pasture and
grain land previously used
for producing dairy feed,
disposition of byproduct
feeds and sourcing fertil-
izer.

Plants have long been
thought of as a more re-
newable method to ob-
tain nutrients essential for
humans, but that requires
farming of the land, which
also produces emissions.

The impact of dairy
cows on the environment
is minimal in large part
because of advancements
in the industry over the
last 50-plus years, White
said. As with most indus-
tries, efliciency improves
over time. To produce the
same 1 billion kilograms of
milk in 2007 as in 1944, it
required just 21 percent of
the animals, 23 percent of
the foodstuffs, 35 percent
of the water and only 10
percent of the land.

to be completed in late June
2021.

ROUTE 685 TURN
LANE CONSTRUC-
TION —Turn lane construc-
tion on Route 685 (Prices
Fork Road) between Route
1145 (Stratford View Drive)
and Route 654 (Brooksfield
Road) is underway. Mo-
torists should expect daily
shoulder closures with in-
termittent lanes closures
controlled by flagging forces.
Work will be performed

from 9 am. to 3 p.m. Com-
pletion is spring 2021.
WATERLINE CON-
STRUCTION - Construc-
tion of a waterline along
Route 659 (Vicker Switch
Road), Route 719 (Switch-
back Road), Route 660
(Crab Creek Road),
Route 661 (Chrisman Mill
Road) includes shoulder clo-
sures and lane closures. The
work is expected to be com-
pleted in February 2021.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81
SAFETY IMPROVE-

MENTSAT S-CURVES IN
BOTETOURT COUNTY
- A project to improve the
S-curves along southbound
I-81 in Botetourt County
between mile markers 167.4
and 169.5 is underway. This
project will enhance safety
and improve vehicle trac-
tion. Work includes repav-
ing the travel lanes, apply-
ing new pavement markers

and installing underground
pavement drains. Nighttime
lane closures will be in place
and the speed limit will be
reduced to 60 mph in the
work zone. This project also
includes permanently clos-
ing and removing the south-
bound off ramp at exit 167
(Buchanan) to reduce speed
differentials, conflict points
and lane changes associated
with exiting vehicles. The
estimated completion date is
summer 2021.

Legal Notice

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF A PETITION BY
APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY,
FOR APPROVAL TO CONTINUE
RATE ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE, THE EE-RAC,
AND FOR APPROVAL OF NEW ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAMS
PURSUANT TO
§§ 56-585.1 A5 ¢ AND 56-596.2 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA
CASE NO. PUR-2020-00251

*Appalachian Power Company (“APCo”) requests a total of $16,586,746 for its 2021 EE-RAC. According to APCo, this amount would increase the bill of
a residential customer using 1,000 kilowatt hours per month by approximately $0.39.

*A Hearing Examiner appointed by the Commission will hear public witness testimony on the case on May 18, 2021, at 10 a.m.; and testimony and evi-
dence of APCo, Staff, and any respondents on May 19, 2021

*Further information about this case is available on the SCC website at: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

above one megawatt.

Notice and Hearing.

Commission’s Rules of Practice.

On November 30, 2020, Appalachian Power Company (“APCo” or “Company”), pursuant to §§ 56-585.1 A 5 and 56-596.2 of the Code of Virginia and the Final
Order of the State Corporatlon Commission (“Commission”) in Case No. PUR-2019-00122, filed with the Commission its Petition for approval of the continued
implementation of a rate adjustment clause - the “EERAC” - to recover the costs of its existing portfolio of energy efficiency (“EE”) and demand response (“DR”)
programs, as well as for approval of five new programs and one pilot program and to continue two previously approved programs.

In its Petition, APCo seeks approval to implement five new EE/DR programs and one new EE pilot program and to continue two existing programs. Specifically,
the Company requests that the Commission permit it to implement the following proposed programs for a five-year period starting January 2022: (1) Residential
Home Energy Report Program; (2) Residential Efficient Products Program; (3) Residential Energy Efficiency Kit Program; (4) Residential Home Performance
Program; and (5) Business Energy Solutions Program. APCo also secks Commission approval of a three-year Volt VAR Optimization Pilot Program. The Company
further requests that the Commission permit it to continue, for an additional five years, the following programs, which the Commission initially approved for a
three-year period ending December 31, 2021: (1) Residential Bring Your Own SMART Thermostat Program and (2) Small Business Direct Install Program.

APCo requests approval to continue the EE-RAC for the rate year of July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022 (“2021 Rate Year”), to recover: (i) 2021 Rate Year costs
associated with the Company’s EE/DR programs (“Projected Factor”); and (ii) any (over)/under recovery of costs associated with the EE/DR Portfolio as of June
30, 2021 (“True-Up Factor”). APCo calculated the margin on operating expenses for the Projected Factor based on a return on common equity of 9.42%, authorized
by the Commission in Case No. PUR-2018-00048, but subject to modification based on the Commission’s final order in Case No. PUR-2020-00015. The Company
proposes a total EE-RAC revenue requirement of $16,586,746 for the 2021 Rate Year, which consists of a Projected Factor in the amount of $18,359,696, and a
True-Up Factor credit of $1,772,950. APCo is not requesting recovery of lost revenues in this proceeding.

If the proposed EE-RAC for the 2021 Rate Year is approved, the impact on customer bills would depend on the customer’s rate schedule and usage. According to
the Company, implementation of the proposed EE-RAC would increase the monthly bill of a residential customer using 1,000 kilowatt hours per month by approx-
imately $0.39 or 0.37%. The Company also states that when designing EE-RAC rates, it excluded all customers that have opted out and that have energy demand

Interested persons are encouraged to review the Petition and supporting documents for the details of these and other proposals.

TAKE NOTICE that the Commission may apportion revenues among customer classes and/or design rates in a manner differing from that shown in the Petition and
supporting documents and thus may adopt rates that differ from those appearing in the Company’s Petition and supporting documents.

The Commission has taken judicial notice of the ongoing public health emergency related to the spread of the coronavirus, or COVID-19, and the declarations

of emergency issued at both the state and federal levels. In accordance therewith, all pleadings, briefs, or other documents requlred to be served in this matter
shall be submitted electronically to the extent authorized by 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copzey and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rules

of Practice™). Confidential and Extraordinarily Sensitive Information shall not be submitted electronically and should comply with 5 VAC 5-20-170, Confidential
information, of the Rules of Practice. For the duration of the COVID-19 emergency, any person seeking to hand deliver and physically file or submit any pleading
or other document shall contact the Clerk’s Office Document Control Center at (804) 371-9838 to arrange the delivery.

Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, the Commission has directed that service on parties and the Commission’s
Staff in this matter shall be accomplished by electronic means. Please refer to the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing for further instructions concerning
Confidential or Extraordinarily Sensitive Information.

The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing that, among other things, scheduled public hearings on APCo’s Petition. On May 18, 2021, at 10 a.m.,
the Commission will hold a telephonic hearing, with no witness present in the Commission’s courtroom, for the purpose of receiving the testimony of public wit-
nesses. On May 14, 2021, any person desiring to offer testimony as a public witness shall provide to the Commission (a) your name, and (b) the telephone number
that you wish the Commission {o call during the hearing to receive your testimony. This information may be provided to the Commission in three ways: (i) by
filling out a form on the Commission’s website at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting: (ii) by completing and emailing the PDF version of this form to SCCinfo@
scc.virginia.gov; or (iii) by calling (804) 371-9141. This public witness hearing will be webcast at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting.

On May 19, 2021, at 10 a.m., either in the Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219,
or by electronic means, a hearmg will be convened to receive testimony and evidence from the Company, any respondents, and the Commission’s Staff. Further
details on this hearing will be provided by subsequent Commission Order or Hearing Examiner’s Ruling.

Electronic copies of the Petition and other supporting documents, as well as the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing, may be obtained by submitting a
written request to counsel for the Company, Noelle J. Coates, Esquire, 3 James Center, American Electric Power Service Corporation, 1051 East Cary Street, Suite
1100, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or njcoates@aep.com.

On or before May 12, 2021, any interested person may file comments on the Petition either electronically by following the instructions on the Commission’s
website: scc.virginia.gov/casecomments/Submit-Public-Comments or by filing such comments with the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission, ¢/o Document
Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118. All comments shall refer to Case refer to Case No. PUR-2020-00251.

On or before March 3, 2021, any person or entity wishing to participate as a respondent in this proceeding may do so by filing a notice of participation with the
Clerk of the Commission at: scc. virginia.gov/clk/efiling or at the physical address set forth above. Such notice of participation shall include the email addresses
of such parties or their counsel. A copy of the notice of participation as a respondent also must be sent to counsel for the Company. Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-80
B, Participation as a respondent, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, any notice of participation shall set forth: (i) a precise statement of the interest of the
respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action. All filings shall refer to Case
No. PUR-2020-00251. For additional information about participation as a respondent, any person or entity should obtain a copy of the Commission’s Order for

On or before March 3, 2021, each respondent may file with the Clerk of the Commission, either electronically or at the physical address set forth above, and serve
on the Commission’s Staff, the Company, and all other respondents, any testimony and exhibits by which the respondent expects to establish its case, and each
witness’s testimony shall include a summary not to exceed one page. In all filings, respondents shall comply with the Commission’s Rules of Practice, as modified
by the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing, including, but not limited to: 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared testimony
and exhibits. All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2020-00251.

Any documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the paper. In all other respects, except as
modified by the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements of 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the

The Commission’s Rules of Practice, the Company’s Petition, the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing, and other documents filed in this case may be
viewed on the Commission’s website at: sce. virginia. gov/pages/Case Information.

APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY
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Autos - Trucks/

Vans

For Sale
1986 Chevrolet S-10
Pick-up, Red,
W/ extended Cab,
shell back.
87k miles, recent state
inspection
Good tires, new exhaust.
Complete maintenance
records available
$1475 or best offer
540-808-3754

For Rent -

Apartments

2,3,4BR

Townhouse Style
accepting applications.
Short waiting list, HUD
subsidized, W/D hookups,
private patio, water &
trash incl. Fairfax Village
Apts. 332 Fairfax St.,
Radford Cambridge
Square 1805 Whipple Dr.
NW Blacksburg 540-731-
1786 EHO TDD #800-828-

1120
[ ]

(J\' e

OPPORTUNITY

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD
Mixed Hardwood.
Call 540-529-2745

Delivery in Botetourt only

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE
Unprinted end rolls of
newsprint. Great for
packing & shipping, moving
& storage and for art
projects. Various sizes
available. Stop by the
Salem Times-Register 1633
West Main St. or call
(540)389-9355 for details.

Help Wanted -

General

Part Time
Newspaper
Production Help
The Salem TimesRegister

has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$7.50 per hour. Contact
Lynn Hurst, General
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355
or email
Ihurst@ourvalley.org

Now Hiring
Make some extra money
working Part Time
close to Home!

Good Pay and Benefits

Part Time Janitorial
Position

Just 5 miles off -81 Exit
128

Monday [1Wednesday -
Friday

4pm [16pm

Call 540-293-5522 to
Apply

ADVERTISE!

Help Wanted -
General

Food Services

Service Associate
Carilion Clinic New River
Valley Medical Center

We're looking for
individuals who will
provide excellent
customer service to
patients.
Duties include: assisting
patients with meal
selections, deliver meal
trays,
Basic stocking and
cleaning for assigned
areas.
You will receive education
on diet needs and allergy
restrictions.
Scheduled shifts between
7am-6:30pm and every
other weekends.
Shift differential for
weekends and selected
holidays.
Full benefit package
including paid-time-off,
competitive pay
Looking for a new
career? Apply today!
Join our team of food
service professionals
today! Visit
www.carilionclinic.org/
careers to view our
current openings and for
more details of the
positions. Submit your
online application today!
Equal Opportunity
Employer
Minorities/Females/Prot
ected
Veterans/Individuals
with Disabilities/Sexual
Orientation/Gender
Identity.
Carilion Clinic is a
drug-free workplace.

CARILIONCLINIC

Help Wanted -

Health Care

Assistant Director

of Nursing
Life Center of Galax is
searching for a dedicated
individual to join our team
as Assistant Director of
Nursing. This person will
assist the DON with
directing, planning,
coordinating, monitoring
and supervising the
effective and efficient use
of the operations of
nursing and the delivery of
behavioral health/nursing
services in a positive,
empathetic, and
professional attitude
toward customers.
Graduation from an
accredited school of
nursing required. Master’s
degree in psychiatric or
mental health nursing
preferred. Current RN
license as required by
Virginia. Five years of
nursing experience
required.
Excellent benefits
package:
-Company matching 401k
-Blue Cross Blue Shield
health insurance
-Delta Dental insurance
-NVA vision insurance
-Lincoln Financial
disability and life
insurance
-Paid vacation, sick, and
extended sick time
Apply today by going to:
www.galaxrecovery.com
Life Center of Galax is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer

T CUSTER’S
PLASTERING

* Repair work, new
construction, etc.

* Quality Work At A
Reasonable Price

AND DRYWALL

* No job too large or small \

o Call 864-6498

-4

B

Legals - Botetourt
County

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. Code Ann. §§ 8.01-316,
=317

Case No. 20-649

Botetourt County Circuit
Court

Mary Elizabeth McKenney
V.

Richard Lee McKenney

The object of this suit is to:
Obtain a divorce based on
separation of 1 year.

It is ORDERED that Richard
Lee McKenney appear at
the above-named court and
protect his/her interests on
or before 02/01/2021.
12-28-20

Sherry Perry
Deputy Clerk

SPECIAL
COMMISSIONER’S
SALE OF
58 Lakeland Circle,
Troutville, VA
24175
Tax Map
#108(A)(1)BK2-19
The Special Commissioner

will offer the above-
described property for sale
to the highest bidder at

public auction on the date
and time referenced below.

Lot 19, Block 2, according
to the Map of Blocks 2
through 7, of Rainbow
Forest, property of Botetourt
Development Corporation,
Botetourt County, Virginia,
made by C.B. Malcolm and
Son, S.C.E’s dated August
15, 1960, of record in the
Clerk’s Office of the Circuit
Court of Botetourt County,
Virginia in Plat Book 4, page
102.

Date of Sale: February 9,
2021 at 9:00 a.m.
Location: outside the
Botetourt County Circuit
Court, PO Box 219,
Courthouse, Main Street,
Fincastle, VA 24090.

Terms: CASH; a deposit in
the form of certified funds in
the amount of $10,000 or
10% of the sale price,
whichever is lower. Final
settlement is subject to
Court approval of terms.
Time is of the essence.

OPTIONS:

1. All costs of conveyance,
examination of title,
recording charges, etc. will
be at cost of purchaser with
the exception of the
grantor’s tax. Neither the
Special Commissioner nor
any other party guarantees
or covenants to deliver or in
any way to obtain
possession of the premises
for any third party
purchaser.

2. The Special
Commissioner reserves the
right to reject all bids,
extend the time to receive
bids or withdraw the
property from sale at any
time. In addition, should the
Special Commissioner be
unable, for any reason, in its
sole discretion, to convey
title, the successful bidder’s
sole remedy in law or equity
shall be the return of his
deposit. Upon refund of the
deposit, the sale shall be
void and of no effect.

Additional terms may be
announced at the time of
the sale. The Special
Commissioner will convey
the above-described
property to the purchaser(s)
by Special Warranty deed at
settlement and makes no
additional representations
or warranties of any kind
regarding the title to said
property.

John K. Prillaman, Esq.
Special Commissioner

For Information Contact:
John K. Prillaman, Esq.
OPN LAW

3140 Chaparral Drive
Roanoke, Virginia 24018
(540) 725-819%4

A GREAT
DEAL IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

Legals - City of
Salem

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of
Virginia VA. Code
Ann. §§ 8.01-316, -317
Case No. CL20-2497
Roanoke County Circuit
Court
April Lynn Webster-Mullins

V.

Timothy Roger Mullins

The object of this suit is to:
Obtain a divorce based on &
one year separation.

It is ORDERED that
Timothy Roger Mullins
appear at the above-named
court and protect his/her
interests on or before
2-26-2021 @ 4:30pm.

1-4-2021
Jennifer Vest
Deputy Clerk

Legals - Craig

County

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ002182-04-00,
JJ002182-05-00,
JJ002182-06-00

CRAIG COMBINED
COURT- JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re PAITSEL, RAYNE,
AKA BABY GIRL GARMAN
The object of this suit is to:

The object of this suit is to
terminate the residual
parental rights of the father
of Rayne Paitsel, aka Baby
Girl Garman thought to be
either Daniel Garman,
Christopher Allen Paitsel or
Unknown Father pursuant
to Virginia Code Sections
16.1-283 B and C, and
which child is under the age
of twelve (12) months and
was born to Kristen Nicole
Garman. Residual parental
rights are defined in Section
16.1-228 of the Code of
Virginia (1950, as amended’
as the rights and
responsibilities remaining
with a parent after the
parent loses custody of a
child, including but not
limited to the right to
visitation, consent to
adoption, the right to
determine religious
affiliation, and the
responsibility for support.
The termination of your
residual parental rights will
permanently end all of your
rights and responsibilities to
the child named in the
petition. The ties between
you and your child are
severed forever and you
become a legal stranger to
the child.

It is ORDERED that Daniel
Garman, Christopher
Paitsel & Unknown Father
appear at the above-named
Court and protect his or her
interests on or before
02/17/2021 09:30 AM.

12/29/2020

Patty Taylor
Deputy Clerk

Legals -

Montgomery
County

Southern Towers
BTS, LP proposes to build a
109-foot Monopole
Communications Tower at
the approx. vicinity of 1911
Walnut Spring Road,
Blacksburg, Montgomery
County, VA 24060. Public
comments regarding
potential effects from this
site on historic properties
may be submitted within 30
days from the date of this
publication to: Trileaf Corp,
Heather,
h.chenoweth@trileaf.com,
8600 LaSalle Road, Suite
301, Towson, MD 21286 -
410.853.7128.

A GREAT DEAL IN
THE CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad,
call 389-9355

Sarav TiMESweREGISTER

STATEWIDE
ADS

AUCTIONS

ATTN.  AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcom-
ing auctions statewide
and in other states. Af-
fordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions reaching
your target audiences.
Call this paper or Lan-
don Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-
7576, HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net”landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235*
Installed w/Free Trim
Wrap Call 804-739-8207
Siding, Roofing, Gutters
and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is
increasingly unpredict-
able. Be prepared for
power outages. FREE
7-year extended warran-
ty (8695 valuel) Sched-
ule your FREE in-home
assessment today. Call
1-877-636-0738 Special
financing for qualified
customers.

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call
1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS:
Advertise your business
statewide and in other
states. Affordable Print
and Digital Solutions to
reach Homeowners. Call
Landon Clark at Virginia
Press  Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net”landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE

ATTN. REALTORS: Ad-
vertise your listings re-
gionally or statewide.
Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions that
get results! Call Lan-
don Clark at Virginia
Press  Services 804-
521-7576, HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net”landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$395+$86 court cost.
WILLS $195.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twen-
ty-one days. Hilton Oliv-
er, Attorney (Facebook).
757-490-0126. Se Habla
Espanol. BBB Member.
HYPERLINK “https:/
hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliv-
erattorneyva.com.

News Mc&sselkgg{‘

RADFORD Nevs Jouenal

STATEWIDE STATEWIDE
ADS ADS

OuTER BANKS, NORTH CAROLINA « VACATION RENTALS

e 500VACATION HOMES

—-;- A—
Selling fast for summer 2021
. dueto needto escape covid

R

rindley
each
VACATIONS & SALES

Book now for best selection!

877-642-3224

GENERAC
]

b

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a

Generac home standby -
generator N )

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479

F R E E 7Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!
Offer valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

T

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

Do you CARE for someone
ety loss7

0y

Care to Plan is an online care planning tool
that helps families managing memory loss
identify and access supportive services
recommended for them.

You may qualify for a NEW research study.

1-888-597-0828

ivhs.com

S

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

LeafFilter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

AFTER LeafFilter © -
BEFORE LeafFilter

A COMPANY OF

T S

1 % % %
OFF OFF OFF

YOUR ENTIRE SENIOR & MILITARY TO THE FIRST
PURCHASE* DISCOUNTS 50 CALLERS!™

Promo Number: 285

Q rrez esmivare (1:877-614-6667

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

#For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at es-
timate only. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License#
99338  Licensei 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 Licenseit 2102212986  Licensed 2106212946 Li
cense# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNWB22JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License#
HO01067000 176447 HIC.0649905 127229 €127230 Reg-
istration# 366920918 PCE4TS 1R731804 1

PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H

LASSIFIEDS-

The best place to find it,
sell it, buy it, and announce it.

THE

Where the Deals Are!

SITUATIONS
WANTED

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

GARAGE
SALES

HOMES
FOR SALE

AUTOMOBILES
scamss  FOR SALE

To place your ad, call 389-9355
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BUSINESS SERVICES

DIRECTORY

-. 401K PLANS
F individuals, this is their | t asset.
.. SENIOR FOR [l || Bper | ‘o o e
B () A S T H M A —— PAINTING & N\ .
e RESIDENTIAL ) Ny
MAINTENANCE |)) WALTER S. KEARNS, JR., CFP® - (540) 389-0300

540 404-9598 Cell

1002 APPERSON DR - SALEM, VIRGINIA 24153

540-293-4271 JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.

1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW. JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING COM

embrace
homeloans
Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597
540.309.5013
riewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell

-~ {3 CmrceR
- ROOFING OF
BAG i . A VIRGINIA

5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 A GREAT DEAL IN THE
Roanoke, VA 24018 = CLASSIFIEDS!
Embrace (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in \/ALH: To place your ad"
AW TISCONSLIMera6ess.com) call 389-9355

CARPET . .
S Lisa Martin, REALTOR®
kg:' M H C RE-STRETCHING! Serving the indu;try for 30+ years
. Monroe Healch Center STEVEN W. DURRANCE Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains
Craig County Health Center FLOORS Premier, REALTORS
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA (540) 597-0480
Phone: (540) 864-6390  Fax: (540) 864-6356 Repairs ® New Sales ¢ Expert Lisa@Lisa2buy.com - www.Lisa2buy.com
*Physical Exams * X-ray Services 540-776-9591 I;Z?Svﬁlc;ar\}c;\kg Eggg ,Suite 101
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care Cell: 540-353-7908 | '
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks Licensed & Insured @ [E | BERKSI_%{I(,I}IEeEﬁ?HAWAY
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS CarpetroanOkecom l\g/} ToR h [H = A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC
ADVANCED
» i 4 ".xa 4 X .
* % & Repair
* wx * PHYSICAL THERAPY
| |

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

H’ ASEM Al 1st Responders and
SOUTHERN TRACE®
ROOFING E‘ Health Care Workers

* . .
receive a 5% discount

**4**
. ) LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
540-966-0688 ¢ PO Box 630, Daleville, VA 24083 389_9355 115 —Shenan doah Avenue, Daleville
www.southerntracellc.com 540-591-5360 - FAX 540-591-5362

4 edxg'gfolutely Best HANDY MAN SERVICES
S EX perience THE « Interior / Exterior Painting
: s ( « Carpentry, Window / Door
| LiSSlFlE D§- Replacement and More
k/, Where the Deals Are! . Deck Repair and Restorations
kFaIg?nirn Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

RFIHAX AII Stars - Daleville, VA
Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com Thfeinlzleﬁt EL?Icii to
) L

— buy it, and
ey : Rory “Tater” Benson, ann‘{)unce it ~,

- REALTOR® . Orc YOINT ‘ O b S
. 540.353.7173 cell

( C | 540.989.4555 office UPBIIII%II\}R?TSIES accurate. reliable. confidential testing.
| tbenson@mbkbrealtors.com .

CaII or Text Gary Benefield 386.527.8434

Opportunity is knocking COVI D-1 9 TeStlng
ERC 52 MKB loud and clear. « Return to Work Program
Rcomon [t « International Travel « Peace of Mind

SITUATIONS
WANTED Viral Test — 48 hour results

i

R E/M AX Find a job in your special field, Antigen - same day results
find the hel d. .
AliStars Realty orfindThe help yotnee Schedule your appointment at:
Rodney Spickard ARCpointlabs.com/Christiansbur
yoprare @ AUTOMOBILES \ P g
RE/MAX Associate FOR SALE ARCpoint Labs of Christiansburg
Former Commissioner of Revenue Get rid of the . L.
1225 Roanoke Road, Daleville, VA 24083 old rattletrap 2955 Market St. Suite B2, Christiansburg
(540) 793-1341 while it still runs (540) 251-5171

rodspickard@gmail.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated movetoroanoke.com

If you believe in
your business
and want to

build it...
LASSIFIEDS-
ADVERTINE! ”\ngre the Deals Are!

To place a .
classified ad, To place a classified ad,

ADVERTISEY | call 5403899355 call 540-389-9355

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience

‘~ I" _L
b y

; ..w____..___
Ui
) 5

Specializing in Hardwood Floors,
Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

"_-'h-—\__'__
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RADFORD SPORTS

www.ourvalley.org

Boys’ basketball preview: Radford Bobcats unbeaten in COVID-19

shortened season, county schools gambling on future scheduling

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Radford High School
Bobcats

Radford High School has
dominated boys  basketball
locally for the past 10 years.
Head coach Rick Company
has won 551 games at Rad-
ford and 715 games in his
career. This past year, he was
named the All-county/All-
city coach of the decade.

Already, the Bobcats have
shown they plan to stay on
that elevated plateau. De-
spite the pandemic, they
managed to play five games
so far this winter, and they
won every game.

But Cormany and his
team have a different type
of opponent this season, an
invisible one they can’t meet
head-to-head on the court:
COVID-19.

“With a shortened sea-
son, we've had to try and not
put so much in but rather be
good at a few things,” Cor-
many said. “I¢s just been so
hard to deal with all of this.”

The boss Bobcat said his
group has been handling
the added stress well, but it
definitely takes a toll on a
day-to-day basis. The Bob-
cats might have to play at an
even higher level than what
they’re accustomed to.

Of course, the longtime
coach doesnt have to look
too far from the dinner table
to see one of his top scorers.
His son, Cam Cormany, is
one of the top shooters in
the entire state.

Last year, Cormany (the
player) connected on 108
of 247 shots from behind
the arc for a 43.7 percentage
and averaged 21.2 points
per game. He and Auburn’s
Ethan Millirons were last
year’s All-county/All-city co-
players of the year. Cormany
was also the Three Rivers
Districtand Region C player
of the year.

The Bobcats won 24
games last season but fell

short in a regional champi-
onship game with Gate City.

Cormany the coach is op-
timistic his team can pick up
where it left off.

“I think this team has a
chance to be pretty good,
especially if some of the
younger players develop like
I think they are capable of;”
Cormany said.

The Bobcats did lose 6-4
Jon Woods to graduation.
Woods played a pivotal role
for the team inside for the
past two seasons. But the
Cats have nine players taller
than 6-1 and three taller
than 6-4 on the roster. That
includes 6-5 freshman Elijah
Kelly.

The biggest returner
could be 5-10 PJ. Prioleau,
who sat out last season after
suffering a knee injury in the
football preseason.

Cormany can also look
down the “social distance”
bench for his younger son,
6-1 freshman Gavin. All-dis-
trict performer Alex Kanipe
(66 rebounds) returns and
at 6-3 will give the Bobcats
some experience inside the
paint.

5-11 Nate Wesley will
provide some help at the
guard position along with
Jackson McManus. 6-4
Carter Davis could also help
the defense this season.

Radford put the program
on hold last week and can-
celled three ball games after
COVID-19 contact tracing
affected as many as five play-
ers.

Rising COVID-19
numbers have not allowed
Montgomery County’s boys’
teams to even get out of
the gate, and for over three
weeks, athletic  directors
have been scrambling to re-
schedule or even cancel ball
games.

Auburn  High  School
Eagles

No one knows this strug-
gle more than Auburn High
School’s  Terry Millirons,

whose team was moments

away from playing for a
Class 1 state championship
this past March.

“We were one of the first
to be affected,” Millirons
said. “We were in VCU,
watching the games before
ours when we found out
that our state championship
game against Matthews was
cancelled. Telling the kids
the game was cancelled was
the toughest thing I have
ever had to do as a coach.”

Instead of claiming the
trophy on the court, Auburn
was declared co-state cham-
pions.

Auburn finished 22-7
last season, won the Mt.
Empire District tournament
and finished as the regional
runner up before beating
Grundy to advance to the
state title game.

Millirons, who is in his
10th straight year coaching
the boys’ team, returns all
five starters including junior
Ethan Millirons, who sits
across the kitchen table after
hours. The two are joined by
little brother 5-9 freshman
Nicholas Millirons.

Ethan was the 2019 all-
Mt. Empire, Region C and
Class 1 all-state player of the
year. He led the Eagles in
scoring at 21.9 points per
game that incdluded hitting
on 67 of 171 shots from
behind the three-point line
for a 39.2 percentage. He
also hit 88 percent of his free
throws and pulled down six
rebounds per game.

Coach Millirons said this
is the best team the school
has ever had with a deep
bench with 14 kids who can
play on any given night.

“We can play big- or
small-ball,” the head Eagle
said. “We are experienced,
returning all but one player
from last years team. We
have the best player in the
state, Ethan Millirons, re-
gardless of classification. I
just hope we get to play.”

Rich with seven seniors,
the roster also includes 6-4

Michael Royal, 6-1 Rusty

Marshall, 6-4 Daniel Broth- }

erton and 6-0 Reed Under-
wood.

Christiansburg
School Blue Demons

Mike Hunter probably
returns one the most-expe-
rienced teams in his time at
Christiansburg after going
14-9 last season. He admits
the pandemic has affected
them so far.

“We have not been able
to bond as one unit,” the
head coach said, “because we
haven’t been able to prepare
for teams due to not know-
ing whether we are going to
play. We are dealing with it
by staying positive and do-
ing what is asked of us.”

Like other area coaches,
Hunters son, MJ, will be a
key in the Demons success
during the shortened season.

Hunter, who was the All-
county/All-city athlete of the
yea, is a 6-0 guard who will
have to direct traffic while
also being relied on to score.
His range is a mixture of in-
side and out, as he hit more
than 30 percent of his shots
from the arc last season.

Two-guard Chris Callo-
way returns and could also
be key with second-level
scoring for the Blue De-
mons. Big men Tyrique Tay-
lor and Kenyon Johnson-
Buchannon will patrol the
paint this season, and the
team will also get some help
from New York-transfer
Matt Simmons.

Eastern =~ Montgomery
High School Mustangs
Eastern ~ Montgomery

lost All-county/All-city per-
former Cole Shepherd (10
points and seven rebounds
a game), but returns a group
of four-year starters in Dari-
on Moore, Adam Bahnken,
Jacob Price and Justin Tyree.
At 6-1 and one of only three
players taller than six feet,
Bahnken will move to the
middle.

Coach Josh Blevins is
blessed with several hard-
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The Radford High School hoys’ baskethall team took a
social distancing approach to this year’s team photo.

nosed kids who moved up
from a decent jayvee team,
but for now, he is still trying
to get on the court as CO-
VID has slowed their start.

“The unknown is killing
everyone,” Blevins said. “I
have four seniors who have
started games since their
freshman year eager to get
after someone, but we don
even know week-to-week
what we can do. Hope-
fully we can get on the court
soon.”

Blacksburg High School
Bruins

The same is true in
Blacksburg where Coach
Doug Day admits it defi-
nitely has been an adjust-
ment.

“When you compare
what we were doing at this
time last year with what
we've been doing this win-
ter, it has been a big adjust-
ment,” Day said. “But to our
kids' credit they have shown
a lot of resiliency. They have
continued to work hard and
strive to get better each day.
Our players worked really
hard this offseason on their
skills and fundamentals. We
were not able to participate
in any competitive or live
action due to our mitigation
protocols, but I feel like we
had a successful offseason.”

The Bruins were 12-10
last season and lost a lot of
scoring in their top four play-
ers. But there is some height

to pour on the court with 6-4
Owen Walters, 6-3, Keegan
Appea, 62 Alex Trexell,
6-1 Cody Miller, 6-1 Brock
Duma, 6-1 Bennett Shealor
and 6-5 Brett Babcock.

Some  scoring  could
come from freshman guard
Brooklyn Vick.

“I really like this group
and feel like they have the
potental to be good,” said
Day. “Our guys will com-
pete and play hard each and
every night. I feel that year
in year out, the teams in our
area are some of the best in
the state. Teams are well
coached and prepared. You
must bring your A game
every night. That makes it
exciting for coaches, play-
ers and fans. [ feel our kids
fit right in with all the other
good teams in our area.”

Boys' basketball predic-
tions:

Three Rivers District: 1)
Radford 2) Giles 3) Allegha-
ny 4) Carroll 5) James River.

Pioneer District: 1) Nar-
rows 2) Parry McCluer 3)
Eastern  Montgomery 4)
Covington 5) Bath 6) Craig.

River Ridge District: 1)
Cave Spring 2) Christians-
burg 3) Hidden Valley 4)
William Fleming 5) Patrick
Henry 6) Salem 7) Blacks-
burg.

Mountain Empire Dis-
tict: 1) Auburn 2) George
Wythe 3) Ft. Chiswell 4)
Grayson 5) Galax 6) Bland.

Girls' basketball preview: No games yet for Blacksburg girls, county schools;
Radford, Christiansburg, Auburn have new coaches; East Mont coach optimistic

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@ourvalley.org
Blacksburg High School

Bruins

Blacksburg gitls basket-
ball head coach Roger Hen-
derson has spent over a dozen
years dealing with the sport’s
changing environment, but
like others in his profession,
2020-21 is a whole new
world.

Because of COVID-19,
Montgomery County
schools are requiring student-
athletes to wear masks when
they practice and compete,
and other restrictions con-
tinue to affect the teams. So
far, the rising coronavirus
numbers have not allowed
county teams to compete
against anyone but them-
selves. Henderson said that
has been huge. “Its tough to
improve team-wise,” he said.

“The players have really
been tough-minded on and
off the court,” the boss Bruin
said. “They come to practice

and give great effort most
days. That’s hard without the
promise of games. They are
taking care of themselves off
the court. Our families, at the
jayvee and varsity level, are
invested in seeing their chil-
dren have some semblance of
a competitive season.”

If and when the Bruins
hit the court, they could be
competitive. They did lose
all-district and all-region per-
former Skyler Prosser from
a 13-13 2019-2020 season,
but returning is an experi-
enced squad with two seniors
and four juniors.

As 59 senior guard
Danielle Gresh goes, so
will this years Bruins. The
double-figure scorer leads a
team that also includes 5-6
twins, McKenzie and Mor-
gan Cheynet, senior Lillian
Mosser and five sophomores.

“T think we would have
the opportunity to be com-
petitive in the region again,”
Henderson said. “We have
athletes who can move and

get after it. Our returning
group got a taste of what it
takes to compete last year.”

Eastern ~ Montgomery
High School Mustangs

Eastern Montgomery is
coming off one of the best
years in the history of the
school. The Mustangs won
the Pioneer District regular
season and tournament titles
in route to a 17-8 mark be-
fore losing to county rival
Auburn in the state quarters.

Returner Eli Underwood
was named the Pioneer Dis-
trict and All-county/All-city
player of the year while av-
eraging 13 points, 6.8 points
and 4.2 steals per contest.

Head coach Kelley Sut-
phin was named the Pioneer
District and All-county/All-
city coach of the year.

The Mustangs return four
other players with lots of ex-
perience: Maddie Bruce (8.3
points and 4.6 rebounds per
game), Lilly Underwood (6.9
points and 3.4 rebounds),
and Morgan Bahnken and
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The Blackshurg High School girls’ baskethall team is making the most of social
distancing and mask requirements.

Logan Boone, who are big
on the boards.

Sutphin is hoping to play
soon and maybe get back to
normal practice and compe-
titions.

The areas three other
schools, Radford, Chris-
tiansburg and Auburn, all
have new head coaches this
season.

Radford High School
Bobcats

Timothy Worles, who is a
full-time minister at Calvary
Baptist Church in Radford,
had served as an assistant for
the past few years before tak-
ing over the reins of the Rad-
ford girls team this season.
His wife, Hannah, will serve
as his assistant coach.

Worles played for Rick
Cormanys 2011  state
championship team while
Hannah-Kait won the same
year as a member of the Lady
Bobcats.

Worles played four years
at Piedmont International
University, which is now
Carolina University in Win-
ston-Salem, N.C. (National
Christian  College Athletic
Association Division 1). He
was voted to the All-South-
ern Conference and All-NC-
CAA academic All-American
teams. In his senior year,
Piedmont won the confer-
ence tournament and made
it to the NCCAA national
tourney.

The  husband-and-wife
coaching team will receive
some help from Radford
grad Jada Penn, who played

N collegiately at Emory and

Henry.

So far, the Bobcats have
played a shortened schedule
with five straight wins that
include a win over Floyd for
the first time in five years.

“We have such a great

group of gitls right now who
love the game but most im-
portandy love life,” the head
coach said. “We are having a
blast and are already coming
together as a tightknit fam-
ily.”

Radford was 14-8 last sea-
son and returns a strong core
group. Senior Maggie Turk
serves as a leader on and off
the court and is joined by
5-11 Laney Cline, who was
second team All-Three Riv-
ers District last year.

Radford is one of a group
of schools in the area that will
dress a set of twins this sea-
son. 5-6 sophomore guards
Hannah and Haley Whitt
could see considerable play-
ing time this year. Senior
Makenzie Page could also be
important for the Bobcats.

“I firmly believe we have
the toughest district in our
division,” Worles said. “Floyd
and Carroll always seem to
be at the top, whereas every-
one else is capable of beating
any one on any given night.
Every game will be scen as a
new challenge for us.”

Worles is no different
from other local and area
coaches in that the pandemic
has affected the way his team
approaches the season.

“It has certainly limited
our off-season workouts and
shortened our season,” the
head Bobcat said. “Our
schedule has been pushed
back quite a bit due to other
school districts not playing
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Christiansburg
School Blue Demons
Lamont Calloway, who
previously had coached the
jayvee team at Christians-
burg, takes over a varsity level
group trying to find some
winning ways after winning
only 10 games in the past

two years.

He does return two keys
in Hannah Altizer (18.6
points per game) and Ant
wanniqua Banks (6.5 points
and 5.3 rebounds.

To complete a nine-player
roster, Calloway had to bring
up two sophomores and
three freshmen to the varsity
squad.

Auburn  High  School
Eagles

Kayla Ragsdale is the new
gitls’ head coach at Auburn.
She returns 5-9 junior Han-
nah Huffman, who had sev-
eral double-figure contests
last year and was named to
the All-Mountain Empire
District team.

Juniors 5-10 Amelia Terry
and 5-11 Allyson Martin will
also play a critical role from
a squad that won only four
games a season ago.

“Were still hopeful and
excited to show our im-
proved program,” Ragssale
said. “However, we're taking
it one week at a time, but
we will be ready for our first
game whenever that will be.
We're not backing down this
year.”

Girls’ district predictions:

Three Rivers District: 1)
Carroll County 2) Floyd 3)
Radford 4) Glenvar 5) Al-
leghany 6) Giles 7) James
River.

River Ridge District: 1)
Salem 2) William Fleming 3)
Patrick Henry 4) Pulaski 5)
Cave Spring 6) Blacksburg
7) Hidden Valley 8) Chris-
tansburg.

Mountain Empire Dis-
tict: 1) George Wythe 2)
Galax 3) Ft. Chiswell 4)
Grayson 5) Auburn 6) Bland.

Pioneer District: 1) East-
ern Montgomery 2) Coving-
ton 3) Narrows 4) Parry Mc-
Cluer 5) Craig 6) Bath.





