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Governor calls on school divisions 
to safely return students to 
classrooms by March 15 statewide

RICHMOND— Virginia Gov-
ernor Ralph Northam Friday called 
on all K-12 school divisions in the 
commonwealth to make in-person 
learning options available by March 
15, 2021, in accordance with the 
health guidance the administration 
put forward in January and new re-
search from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC).

Recognizing signifi cant learning 
losses over the past year, the gover-
nor also encouraged school divisions 
to off er classroom instruction dur-
ing the summer months for those 
who choose.

Gov. Northam joined Secretary 
of Education Atif Qarni, State Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction 
Dr. James Lane, and State Health 
Commissioner Dr. Norm Oliver in 

applauding educators for their dedi-
cation to navigating a challenging 
and uncertain year and in highlight-
ing data that show in-person learn-
ing is safe with proper mitigation 
measures in place.

“Th e health and safety of stu-
dents, educators, school personnel 
and communities continues to be 
our top priority,” said the governor. 
“We know that children learn bet-
ter in classrooms and that going to 
school is vital for their social-emo-
tional needs and for receiving critical 
services like meals.

“It is also important for our 
youngest learners, students with dis-
abilities, and those with limited ac-
cess to technology who have strug-
gled most with remote learning,” 
Gov. Northam said. “By focusing 

on mitigation measures, we can pro-
vide our kids with safe and equitable 
learning environments.”

On Jan. 14, 2021, Dr. Lane and 
Dr. Oliver released interim guid-
ance for safely re-opening PreK-12 
schools in a letter to school superin-
tendents and local health directors. 
Th is incorporated and replaced the 
phased guidance for Virginia schools 
and interim guidance for mitigation 
measures in K-12 settings previously 
issued by the commonwealth and 
prioritizes the safe return to in-per-
son learning. On Jan. 21, 2021, the 
Biden administration also issued an 
executive order to support the safe 
reopening of schools.

“In-person learning is critical 

See Students return, page 2

Bruce Arians leads 
Buccaneers to 
Super Bowl LV win

Bruce Arians and the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers con-
cluded a storybook season 
Sunday with a 31-9 win over 
the Kansas City Chiefs to 
claim Tampa Bay’s second 
Super Bowl title. Th e Bucca-
neers became the fi rst team 
in NFL history to register 
a Super Bowl win on their 
home fi eld, Tampa’s Ray-
mond James Stadium. 

Arians’ staff  includes 
fellow Tech alums Cody 
Grimm (defensive/special 
teams assistant) and Nick 
Rapone (safeties). After suf-
fering a 27-24 home loss to 
the Chiefs on November 
29, the Buccaneers never 
lost again. Tampa Bay won 
its fi nal four regular season 
games and then registered 
postseason victories at Wash-
ington, at New Orleans and 
at Green Bay before Sun-
day’s convincing win over 
the Chiefs. 

Th e Bucs’ previous Super 
Bowl win was a defeat of 
the Oakland Raiders after 
the 2002 season in Super 
Bowl XXXVII.Th e victory 
Sunday marked the seventh 
Super Bowl win for quarter-
back Tom Brady, his fi rst in a 
Buccaneers uniform.

Arians, who lettered as a 
quarterback for Tech from 
1972-74, is no stranger to 
professional football’s biggest 
game. He previously earned 
a ring as off ensive coordina-
tor of the Pittsburgh Steelers 
in Super Bowl XLIII. Inter-
estingly, that 27-23 win over 

the Arizona Cardinals took 
place at Raymond James 
Stadium. At 68 years, three 
months and 21 days, he 
became the second-oldest 
Super Bowl head coach in 
NFL history, trailing only 
Buff alo’s Marv Levy (68 
years, fi ve months, 28 days). 
Arians is the oldest coach to 
ever lead his team to a Super 
Bowl title. 

Rapone played collegiate-
ly at Tech from 1974-78 be-
fore embarking on a coach-
ing career. He previously 
coached with Arians at Tem-
ple and with the Arizona 
Cardinals. Th e New Castle, 
Penn., native spent over 30 
years in the collegiate ranks 
before joining the Cardinals 
in 2012. He enjoyed stints at 
Delaware, Pitt, East Tennes-
see State and Connecticut, 
in addition to his time at 
Temple.  

Grimm joined the Buc-
caneers coaching staff  after 
serving in various capacities 
on the Tech coaching staff  
for four seasons. He let-
tered four years (2006-09) 
as a linebacker for the Hok-
ies after originally joining 
the team as a walk-on.  As 
a senior, he led the nation 
with seven forced fumbles 
and amassed 106 tackles, 
12.5 tackles for loss and four 
sacks, earning fi rst-team All-
ACC and third-team AP 
All-America honors. He was 
selected by the Buccaneers 
in the seventh round of the 
2010 NFL Draft as a safety.

NRV Public Health 
Task Force updates 
local vaccination effort

Th e New River Valley 
Public Health Task Force 
Monday provided an up-
date on the vaccination ef-
fort in Floyd, Giles, Pulaski 
and Montgomery counties 
and the city of Radford.

First dose scheduling
Th e task force is cur-

rently vaccinating people 
in Phase 1a and 1b, which 
includes frontline essential 
workers, people age 65 or 
over and people age 16-64 
with underlying medical 
conditions.

Th e task force has fi n-
ished scheduling the people 
it knows of age 75 and over 
and is currently scheduling 
people ages 65-74 with ap-
pointments fi lling through 
early March. Persons age 
75 or over who have not yet 
had a vaccine appointment 
scheduled, may call the task 
force hotline at (540) 838-
8222 for an appointment.

Second dose scheduling
As more people be-

come eligible for their sec-
ond dose, the NRV Public 
Health Task Force is stream-
lining its process. Th ose 
who received their fi rst-dose 
appointment through their 
employer, a pharmacist or 
a medical provider should 

go through them for their 
second-dose appointment.

Th ose who received 
their fi rst dose as an indi-
vidual through one of the 
New River Health District’s 
clinics at the Blue Ridge 
Church in Christiansburg 
who are eligible for their 
second dose before February 
24 (according to the date 
on your vaccination card), 
come to Blue Ridge Church 
in Christiansburg 28 days 
after your fi rst dose, which 
is the date on the back of 
your card, between 9 a.m. 
and 2:30 p.m., as close to 
the time of your fi rst ap-
pointment as possible.

Take the card with you to 
receive the second dose. Th e 
task force is working to con-
tact everyone in this group, 
but anyone who becomes 
eligible for their second dose 
before being contacted may 
come on to receive their sec-
ond dose.

Th ose who got their ap-
pointment as an individual 
through the New River 
Health District’s vaccina-
tion clinics at the Blue Ridge 
Church in Christiansburg 
who become eligible for the 

See Vaccination, page 3

Wesley and Flora Etta Snell Carroll Purcell

Honoring Black History Month in Radford

RADFORD - Radford Mayor 
David Horton is continuing his daily 
spotlights honoring Radford Black 
History Month on his personal Face-
book page, highlighting a diff erent 
notable citizen each day of February.

Friday, Feb. 5:
“Today to recognize #radford-

blackhistory we are going to go back 
to the turn of the 20th Century when 
the Norfolk and Western railroad was 
dominant in Radford and young Wes-
ley Snell, an employee of the railroad, 
and his wife Flora Etta Snell decided 
to make this city their home.

“At the time, I don’t think that any-
one knew that the 70s, 80s, 90s and 
beyond would be dominated by their 
family on the court and on the ball 

fi eld.
“Th e Snells raised 11 kids in their 

house on Russell Avenue and began 
a journey that produced dominant 
athletes in the NRV, the Common-
wealth, and the Nation. India and 
Sonya Adams. Donald Wayne Snell. 
Sidney Snell. Later their cousin Doug 
Day was a dominant force on the 
Radford University Basketball court 
and still later Sonya’s son Steph Cur-
ry was an NBA champion with the 
Golden State Warriors.

“Many other families in and 
around Radford are connected to this 
couple.

“But those are all stories for later 
this month as we continue to cel-
ebrate.  Today, I would like to focus 

on Wesley and Flora Etta.  
“Th ey were part of the very early 

foundation of Radford in this historic 
black neighborhood, teaching their 
eleven kids to work hard, play hard, 
and praise hard.  Th ey were among 
the three charter members of the Rad-
ford Church of God in Christ also on 
Russell Avenue. Th ey helped to build 
this neighborhood into a vibrant area 
in the early to middle 20th century.

“Th eir legacy runs deep in Radford 
and across our region, not just in ath-
letics but in every facet of the com-
munity.  

“As I said, I don’t think anyone 
would have thought that their legacy 

The Woodard family poses at the new LOVE letters sign in downtown 
Radford as part of the Love Radford Photo Contest, presented by 
MountainTrotter Arts.

Local project looking for love in Radford
RADFORD - MountainTrotter 

Arts is presenting a new “Love Rad-
ford Photo Project,” which will dis-
play portraits of the people of Radford 
throughout the city. 

Th e portraits will be displayed 
in the windows of local businesses 
throughout the months of Febru-
ary and March, with a portion of the 
proceeds benefi ting Radford-Fairlawn 
Daily Bread, a free meals program 
serving the communities of Radford 
and Fairlawn.

Th e “Love Radford Photo Proj-

ect” was created by MountainTrotter 
Arts to “showcase the unity we feel 
as a community and to encourage 
patronage to our local businesses and 
recreational areas. Th e project is mod-
eled after similar activities in other cit-
ies and communities to continue the 
sense of togetherness during the ongo-
ing pandemic.”

Karen Gerlach, a member of the 
MountainTrotter board, says, the 
project is a great way to showcase the 
city and its people.

“As a proud member of Mountain-

Trotter Arts, I’m thrilled to be a part 
of this project. It promotes not only 
our new LOVE sign, but the city, and 
the people in it,” said Gerlach. “What 
a great way to show love during Val-
entine’s month. Partnering with the 
City and with Radford-Fairlawn Daily 
Bread makes it a win all around!” 

Radford’s LOVE sign has been in-
stalled at the former Radford Farmers 
Market lot and is courtesy of the Rad-
ford Info & Welcome Center.

Participants are encouraged to 
submit a portraiture style pho-
tograph or attend one of Moun-
tainTrotter Arts’ photo sessions in 
February for an additional $5 pho-
tographer’s fee. Th ere will be a $25 
participation fee, with a large por-
tion benefi ting Radford-Fairlawn 
Daily Bread. Photos will be profes-
sionally printed as an 8x10 window 
cling, and then displayed in the front 
windows of participating businesses 
until the end of March. Participants 
will also get to keep their photo-
graph after the event has concluded. 

Th e project is open to everyone: 
individuals, families, friends, and 
business families. Everyone is encour-
aged to maintain social distancing 
and safe practices while taking their 
photograph. For more information or 
to apply for a waived fee, please visit 
www.mountaintrotterarts.com/love or 
mountaintrotterarts@gmail.com.

See Black History, page 3
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Gather a harvest
 5. Federal Republic of 
Germany
 8. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
11. “The Little Mermaid”
13. The common gibbon
14. Volcanic island in Fiji
15. Mother of Perseus
16. Egg cells
17. Teams’ best pitchers
18. Credit associations
20. Advance
21. Hair styling products
22. Benign tumors
25. Arriving early
30. Called it a career
31. __ Paulo, city
32. Avoid with trickery
33. Easter egg
38. Veterans battleground

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. Lack of success
43. Thing that causes 
disgust
45. Deep, continuing sound
47. Ancient kingdom near 
Dead Sea
49. You might put it in a fi re
50. Partner to “oohed”
55. Actor Idris
56. Slippery
57. Plant of the bean family
59. One point north of 
northeast
60. Patti Hearst’s captors
61. Places to hang clothes
62. Midwife
63. Of she
64. S. Korean statesman
CLUES DOWN
 1. Cool!
 2. Amounts of time

 3. Aboriginal people of Japan
 4. Popular veggies
 5. Wedding accessory
 6. Deep, narrow gorges
 7. Dry cereal
 8. Competitions that require speed
 9. Cain and __
10. Snake sound
12. Type of amino acid (abbr.)
14. Pattern of notes in Indian 
music
19. Satisfy
23. Misfi re
24. Nearsightedness
25. Indicates before
26. Increase motor speed
27. When you hope to get there
28. Indicates position
29. Where rockers perform
34. Substitute
35. __ juris: of one’s own right

36. Earliest form of modern hu-
man in Europe: __-magnon
37. Adult female bird
39. Do away with
40. Lens
41. Flattened appendage
42. Post or pillar in Greek temple
44. A medieval citizen of Hungary
45. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 
congregation
46. Abba __, Israeli politician
47. Sew
48. Evergreen trees and shrubs 
having oily one-seeded fruits
51. Swiss river
52. Grayish-white
53. A way to illustrate
54. College basketball super-
power
58. Midway between south and 
southeast

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, Feb. 10:

Radford University’s 
WWII Series - Radford 
University’s WWII History 
series resumes on February 
10 at 4 p.m. with a presen-
tation by Tom Snediker on 
“Life during Wartime: Jazz 
Music in Occupied Paris.” 
Attend via Zoom or in per-
son following COVID re-
strictions (In-person atten-
dance remains available only 
to individuals affi  liated with 
Radford University). Find 
out more on RU’s web page.

Registration due for 4-H 
Mars Base Camp Program 
- Th is year’s 4-H national 
STEM initiative, 4-H Mars 
Base Camp, is a series of 
challenge activities designed 
to explore the topic of a mis-
sion to Mars. Activities help 
youth develop critical think-
ing skills while learning 
more about space explora-
tion and the red planet. Th e 
initiative consists of four ac-
tivities related to agriculture, 
STEM, healthy living and 
civic engagement.

Th e activities and Zoom 
sessions are designed for 
ages 8 to 12 years old. Th ey 
will take place on Tuesday 
evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m., March 16 through 
May 4, 2021.

Zoom will be used for the 
meeting platform to dem-
onstrate activities, discuss 
the project results, and have 
some social time with others 
participating in the project. 
Th e project requires Mars 
Base Camp Kits. Families 
order their own kits (family 
or educator depending on 
needs of the family) from 
National 4-H Supply, to 

be delivered to their home, 
from the following website: 
National 4-H Mall, Mars 
Base Camp Kits.

Cost for a family kit is 
$17.95. Th e cost of an edu-
cator’s kit is $27.95.

Allow three to four weeks 
for delivery to be ready for 
the fi rst Zoom meeting. 
Limited fi nancial assistance 
may be available for those 
who need it. Contact your 
agent (adickerson@vt.edu) 
for more information.

Register at this site: 4-H 
Mars Base Camp. Regis-
tration by today, Feb. 10. 
Please do not order kits 
until you hear that enough 
persons have registered for 
the program to proceed. 
Program details with Zoom 
links will be sent after the 
registration deadline.

A Beginner’s Approach to 
Garden Photography - Th is 
is a Zoom presentation at 
noon by Robert E. Lyons, 
Professor Emeritus at the 
University of Delaware, for-
mer Director of the Hahn 
Horticulture Garden and a 
faculty member of the VT 
Horticulture Department.

Th is talk is all about us-
ing your eyes, your mind, 
and your camera to capture 
moments in your personal 
landscapes. Th ey may be 
your gardens, vignettes from 
your travels, seasonal records 
of your favorite plants, and/
or features of landscape de-
signs. Presentation content 
is example-driven, and pro-
vides understandable and 
uncomplicated informa-
tion to create aesthetically 
pleasing images in a rela-
tively short period of time. 
While equipment details 

and camera mechanics will 
be mentioned, they will not 
dominate the presentation. 
Instead, the impact and ex-
ploitation of prevailing light, 
elements of photographic 
composition, the power of 
mastering depth of fi eld, 
and developing a personal 
style will be emphasized. 
Th is presentation is particu-
larly relevant for and geared 
towards early stage photog-
raphers who use a variety of 
devices, including DSLR’s, 
mobile/cell phones, or both. 
Register at https://virginiat-
ech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_4Ymy3HGvrxExkxf.

Virtual Book Talk - From 
11 a.m. to noon at the 
Christiansburg Library. To 
be discussed virtually this 
month is “Fahrenheit 451” 
by Ray Bradbury.

 
Chair Yoga for everybody: 

Virtual - From 2 to 2:30 
p.m. at the Blacksburg Li-
brary. Join Rachel for 20 
minutes of chair yoga. Op-
tional props are a pillow 
(any size) and a strap such 
as a bathrobe tie. Call 540-
552-8246 for details.

Talking About Books - 11 
a.m. at the Meadowbrook 
Public Library. To be dis-
cussed is Vanishing Half by 
Brit Bennet. Call to reserve a 
copy. For more information, 
call Janet Wren at 540-268-
1964. 

Th ursday, Feb. 11:

Preparing Your Estate 
Plan - Estate planning is 
a topic people tend to put 
off  or ignore, but it’s also 
one of the most important 

things they’ll ever do. Prop-
erly planning an estate helps 
prepare a secure future for 
generations to come. Th e 
program will include what 
to consider when creating 
a will, the benefi ts of trusts 
in estate planning, how to 
reduce estate taxes and how 
insurance can help protect 
an estate’s heirs and family.

Local estate-planning 
attorney Bettye Ackerman 
will present the program 
and will be available to an-
swer questions. Th e pro-
gram will begin at 4 pm.

To attend, go to www.
zoom.com and enter the 
meeting ID 965 2535 6165 
and the password 130483.

Friday, Feb. 12:

Backyard Bird Count 
- From Friday, Feb. 12 - 
Monday, Feb. 15, at 10 
a.m. at the Meadowbrook 
Public Library. Supplies will 
be provided at the library 
to make a bird feeder. Th en 
count and identify the birds 
that visit your backyard. 
Supplies are limited.

Saturday, Feb. 13:

Dialogue on Race 2021 
Winter Summit - Th is 
event is being held online 
on Zoom from 10 a.m. un-
til 11:30 a.m. All Dialogue 
on Race events in the fu-
ture will be held online or 
virtually.

Th e keynote speakers will 
be Dr. Abraham B. Hardee 
III, DO/PhD, and Dr. Pete 
Guerra, MDA. Subjects in-
clude the Year in Masks, the 
COVID Pandemic, Race 
and Racism and Vaccina-
tion and Vaccines: What 

to know and what to do. 
Register at https://us02web.
zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_Jbi908JMSgq1264c-
QKX8Eg.

Craft Supply Swap - 
Outdoors - At 3 p.m. at the 
Blacksburg Library weath-
er permitting. Bring un-
wanted craft supplies and 
trade them for new stuff . 
All unclaimed items will 
be donated to the library 
or to the New River Cre-
ative Reuse Center. Please 
bring donations to the li-
brary at least four days be-
fore the swap so that items 
can be quarantined. Call 
the library ahead of time 
to ensure the event is hap-
pening.

Monday, Feb. 15:

RPL closed for President’s 
Day - Th e Radford Public 
Library will be closed in 
observance of President’s 
Day. It will open for brows-
ing, computer and Grab & 
Go appointments again on 
Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 9 a.m. 
Many options for digital 
ebooks, audiobooks, mov-
ies, television shows and 
more are available through 
a variety of free platforms 
from the Radford Public 
Library website with a li-
brary card. 

Th ursday, Feb. 18:

Discord Comic Book 
Club - Join the Radford 
Public Library for an all-
ages voice chat discussion of 
Comic Books via Discord. 
To be read and discussed 
this month is Jason La-
tour’s “Spider-Gwen Vol. 1: 

Greater Power.” Check it out 
at this link: Spider-Gwen 
https://www.hoopladigital.
com/title/12020853. Send 
the library a Facebook mes-
sage or email duncan.hall@
radfordva.gov to sign up. 
You will then receive an in-
vitation  at the RPL Discord 
server. 

Ongoing:

StoryWalk - All Month of 
February, at the Christians-
burg Library.

Exercise your brain and 
body as you read and walk 
the trail. Begin at the library 
the College Street entrance 
of Downtown Park. Th is 
month’s book is Th e Big 
Red Barn.

Th rough Friday, Mar. 5:

Glencoe Mansion “2020 
in Review” Art Show - Th e 
show features the works of 
artists Cheryl Mackian, the 
Radford Photo Club and 
Teresa Regil, whose works 
all appeared in the Gallery 
during 2020. Th e exhibit 
opened on Tuesday, Jan. 26. 
It is free to the public. 

Th rough Saturday, 
April 24:

‘Unbearable Beauty’ Ex-
hibit at Moss Arts Center 
- Th e exhibit is open each 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. and on Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. through Saturday, 
April 24. Th e exhibit is a 
demonstration of the dev-
astation human activity has 
wreaked on the environ-
ment. Th e exhibit is free and 
open to the public.

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK
Each week the paper features pets from the Montgomery County Animal Care and 

Adoption Center (480 Cinnabar Road, Christiansburg). Th ose interested in adopting 
a pet can call 382-5795 or visit www.montgomerycountyva.gov/acac. At this time, vis-
its to the Montgomery County Animal Care and Adoption Center are limited to one 
party at a time in the lobby area. Animal areas are not open to the public. To schedule 
an appointment to meet a prospective pet call (540) 382-5795 or email animalcen-
ter@montgomerycountyva.gov.

Beauty certainly lives up to her name; 
just look at that face. Her future home 
would need to be able to work on her 
manners, which are typical for a younger 
dog, while handling her strength. She’s a 
bigger gal, weighing in at 80 lbs. Beauty 
also would do best in a home where she 
is the only pet.

Striker is a younger cat ready for his 
furever home. He’s the loner/shy guy of his 
pack, hanging out in one of the community 
cat rooms. He prefers to sit back and 
observe the world around him. Staff say he 
sleeps with one eye open, but it’s unknown 
if he grips his pillow tight. Set up an 
appointment to meet Striker. He could be 
your purrfect match.

Virginia’s Dr. Jewel Bronaugh tapped as Deputy Secretary of Agriculture
President Joe Biden has re-

cently named Virginia’s Dr. Jewel 
Bronaugh as the administration’s 
deputy secretary of agriculture. 
She will serve with former Iowa 
Governor Tom Vilsack, whom 
the president picked as his secre-
tary of agriculture.

Vilsack previously led the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
during the Obama administra-
tion.

Bronaugh is a lifelong Virgin-
ian, born in Petersburg and edu-
cated at James Madison Univer-
sity and Virginia Tech.

Virginia Farm Bureau Fed-

eration President Wayne F. Pryor 
said Virginia has been fortunate 
in benefi tting from Bronaugh’s 
leadership as commissioner of 
the Virginia Department of Ag-
ricultural and Consumer Servic-
es (VDACS), state Farm Service 
Agency executive director and 
dean of the Virginia State Uni-
versity College of Agriculture.

“She has done much to pro-
mote agriculture and address the 
many issues facing farm families 
and rural Virginia, and we sup-
port her swift confi rmation,” 
Pryor said.

Bronaugh said she did not 

actively seek the USDA appoint-
ment. “However, I am absolutely 
honored with this opportunity 
to serve our nation’s farmers and 
agribusinesses,” she said. “I am 
looking forward to promoting 
U.S. agricultural products, im-
proving economic opportunities, 
helping to end hunger, ensuring 
fairness and equity in the agri-
cultural industry and preserving 
our nation’s natural resources.”

American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration President Zippy Duvall 
said Bronaugh’s nomination 
shows that Biden is carefully 
considering the challenges facing 

U.S. farmers. Bronaugh’s track 
record of experience “has estab-
lished her as someone who un-
derstands the needs of America’s 
farmers,” Duvall said. “We also 
appreciate the work she has done 
to address mental health issues in 
rural communities.”

Rural mental health is a prior-
ity Bronaugh plans to continue 
to address at the federal level.

“Farmers have a strong sense 
of pride, and often they do not 
like to talk about their prob-
lems,” she said. “I would like to 
help raise awareness of farmer 
stress and mental health on a 

national level and develop a net-
work of resources with a focus on 
rural areas.”

Duvall said the Vilsack and 
Bronaugh nominations are wel-
come news.

“Together, we must prepare to 
tackle a new farm bill and build 
on eff orts to create a fair mar-
ketplace for U.S. agriculture to 
compete globally,” he said. “It is 
essential we ensure climate poli-
cies respect farmers and remain 
market-based and voluntary. 
And we must end the digital di-
vide that puts rural America at a 
disadvantage.”

Students return from page 1

to the current and future well-
being of our children,” said Oli-
ver. “Th e Virginia Department 
of Health remains committed 
to supporting school districts in 
getting kids back into classrooms 
as we work to mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19 and get Virgin-
ians vaccinated.”

Th e governor also announced 
that his administration will be 
working to support local deci-
sions around expanding summer 
learning opportunities. While the 
commonwealth is not mandating 
extended learning time during 
the summer, the Northam ad-
ministration is in the process of 

determining additional resources 
to support this as an option for 
school divisions to off er.

“For those who choose to return 
to in-person instruction, we know 
that school will not look the same 
as students remember it from past 
years,” said Secretary of Education 
Atif Qarni. “However, implement-

ing evidence-based public health 
strategies will provide students 
who need it most the opportunity 
to have an in-person environment 
to learn and develop academically, 
socially, and emotionally.”

Growing evidence, includ-
ing a new CDC study recently 
published in the Journal of the 

American Medical Association, 
shows that with proper health 
and safety protocols, the risk of 
exposure to and transmission of 
COVID-19 is low in school set-
tings. Additional data confi rm 
that most children infected with 
COVID-19 have mild symp-
toms or have no symptoms at all.
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*Save 10% on any denture purchase (including Replacement or Package Dentures) by
bringing in this ad when you visit this practice.  Ad can be printed or shown on phone and
must be presented at time of initial payment.  Offer may not be combined with any other
coupons, discounts, insurance program, or prior order.  Offer may change or end without 
notice.  Limit one coupon per person.  Offer ends 03/31/21. **Free Consult & X-ray offer has a 
minimum value of $75 and covers a consult & a traditional 2-D X-Ray at initial visit.

02345-1

ROGER D. CAMPBELL, DMD
GENERAL DENTIST

AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS - 
CHRISTIANSBURG
175 CONSTON AVE

CHRISTIANSBURG, VA 24073

888.925.6677

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

We’re safely open 
to care for you.
Create your new smile - 
at an affordable price.

BRING IN THIS AD AND SAVE 10% 
ON ANY DENTURE PURCHASE!*

NOW OPEN TO SERVE YOU!

• Dentures
• Extractions

• Implants
• Relines/Repairs

• Free X-Ray & Consult for  
  New Denture Patients**

Blacksburg High School 2020-2021 Semester 1 gold honor roll: All A’s
Grade 12
Salma Abdelghaff ar, Sarah 

Abraham, Benjamin Anderson, 
Eve Azano, Samuel Baker, Emma 
Baldwin, Jayden Batista, Zachary 
Bibeau, Defne Bish, Artemisia 
Blythe, Hannah Boehringer, 
Caroline Bowman, Victor Boyer, 
William Bump, Abigail Cam-
eron, Kennedy Campbell, Skye 
Carter, Diego Centeno, Elijah 
Colliver, Logan Coombs, Robert 
Cowan, William Crowe, Land-
on Dinkel, MaKayla Dowdy, 
Georgia Duncan, Paul Duncan, 
Kenneth Edmison, Diego Elias, 
Maryam Elnady, Kayla Feghali, 
Margaret Ferguson, Nicholas 
Fillo, Riley Fisher, Katie Forbes, 
Anna Fravel, Arnav Garg, Mari-
ella Garza, Cameron Gilmore, 
Feidra Gjata, Nicholas Gold-
stein, Danielle Gresh, Alexandra 
Grieco, Annika Griggs, Samuel 
Grove, Chloe Guenette, Rachel 
Guo, Ellen Habteyonas, Kayla 
Hansbrough, Cotey Hansen, 
Azat Hedgepeth, Daniel Jelesko, 
Claire Jenkins, Bryan Kim, Sam-
uel Kirk, Neal Klemba, Maddison 
Kunkel, Nickolas Lawrence, Da-
sol Lee, Emma Lehman, Nathan-
iel Lehman, Jack Leland, Simon 
Leonessa, Emma Lewis, Kayla 
Lewis, Eden Marquis, Maria 
Massa, Sophie McGehee, Flan-
nery McNair, Isaac McPherson, 
Molly McPherson, Amy Men-
egay, Katherine Metrey, Victoria 
Midkiff , Seyed Mirlohi, Emi Mi-
yazaki, Lilian Mosser, Neha Nau-
man, Jaiden Newcomer, Olivia 
Nichols, Alexandra Nussbaum, 
Kevin Oleksuk, Deniz Olgun, 
Young Park, Kruti Patel, Aayush 
Patodiya, Jacqueline Ramey, Ai-
nsley Raymond, Zane Redifer, 
Patrick Reilly, Jenna Repass, Abi-

gail Roberson, Lewis Rockwell, 
Liza Roth, Vance Ruiz, Rupabali 
Samanta, Sal Scarpa-Friedman, 
Brady Semtner, Elliot Shadle, 
Emma Sharp, Grace Shen, Tori 
Slate, Kent Smith, Trevor Smith, 
Julianne Snyder, Claire Stanaland, 
Colby Stone, Raphaella Stulce, 
Fiona Tracy, Samantha Tully, Eliz-
abeth Van Mullekom, Riley Vern-
iel, Viola Vinatzer, Elijah Vollmer, 
Jacqueline Wang, Tyler White, 
Eric Xie, Adeline Zeiger, Kevin 
Zhang, Cato Zhong, Yue Zhong, 
Joseph Zobel, Nicholas Zolovick. 

Grade 11
Zainab Abu Samra, Ameena 

Alsmadi, Grace Anderson, Var-
tan Asryan, Struan Baker, Evan 
Beall, Chase Beams, Siri Bedsaul, 
Jenny Brisendine, Ayca Bulbul, 
Caleb Byun, Evelyn Cameron, 
Natalie Caufman, Dustin Cher-
mak, McKenzie Cheynet, Mor-
gan Cheynet, Mya Davison, 
Louhan Dembele, Brock Duma, 
Mindolay Fike, Raya Freeborn, 
Sydney Fritz, Camille Girardeau-
Montaut, Lake Gohlke, Andrew 
Guynn, Elijah Haile, Ryan Hale, 
Alison Herring, Stella Hopkins, 
Jacqueline Hou, Julia Howland, 
Logan Jarrells, Zoe Krisch, Kat-
erina Leedy, Andrea Leng, Na-
than Lewis, Audrey Link, Mi-
randa Linkous, Jonathan Lowry, 
Emily Martin, Skyler Mawby, 
Gordon McCrickard, Meghan 
McElroy, Joseph McGrory, Lillian 
McMaster, Cody Miller, Kylene 
Monaghan, Evan Pastor, Joseph 
Pettinger, Emily Phillips, Alex 
Potters, Nathaniel Salzberg, Ade-
line Sanderson, Bennett Shealor, 
Isaac Shimozono, Seonbin Song, 
Luke Spagnolo, Mikael Stein, 
Noah Syed, John Th ompson, 

Mya Th ompson, Alexander Trex-
ell, Ryan Urban, Trevor Vande-
Vord, Karen Villanueva, Charlie 
Wang, Rebecca Webster, Samuel 
Xiang, David Zhang, Maggie 
Zier, Mason Zoellner.

Grade 10
Cassidy Ackerman-Garvin, 

Emily Akers, Remas Alfaydi, 
Ziona Allen, Linden Ambrose, 
Ryan Ankrum, Reed Axtell, 
Emily Bishop, Isidora Blythe, 
Haley Bortner, Lucy Bowman, 
Nathaniel Broughton, Elizabeth 
Bryan, Laylah Buckland, Emma 
Byrd, Spencer Campbell, Caoil-
ainn Christensen, Megan Chris-
tle, Aurelien Coutier-Delgosha, 
Chloe Davis, Zachary Davis, Jace 
Deck, Jonathan Distler, Norman 
Dove, Sullivan Dovie, Sarah Du-
etsch, Brandon Duong, Damien 
Early, Cole Eastwood, Zachary 
Ermann, Kai Feng, David Gar-
za, Julia Gess, Carson Gilmore, 
Henry Goldschmidt, Yashwanth 
Gollapudi, Norah Guillot, Sa-
mantha Guynn, Alexis Hambo-
rsky, William Harrison, Lauren 
Highfi eld, Dulaney Hudgins, 
Emily Hudgins, Katherine Hud-
son,  David Huxtable, Sarah Iridi-
astadi, Th omas Jackson, Jesse Jar-
els, Sophia Johnston, Suzie Kim,  
Eleanor Kocz, Cora Krause, El-
eanor Lee, Heewon Lim, Lauren 
Lin, Emma Lucero, Alaina Mar-
quis, Ellie Martin, Alexa Mayer, 
Erika Miyazaki, Madison Moris, 
Jack Nussbaum, Keiyth Oleksuk, 
Soren Olsen, Elena Oosterhuis, 
River Ostrander, Amalie Paar, 
Mitchell Parker, Grace Parton, 
Lea Patel, Hannah Poole, Rylan 
Pospichal, Laura Prince, Lily-
anne Rascher, Rithik Ravindran, 
Maeve Rensberger, Carson Rieg-

ger, Jonas Roach, Summit Rob-
erts, Leah Rockwell, Connor Rog-
ers, Alexander Rosario, Annelise 
Rosmaita, Mila Santsaver-Jones, 
Ella Semtner, Anahad Sharma, 
William Shi, Mathieu Sicardi, Sa-
mantha Skinner, Francisco Slagel-
Perry, McKenna Slocum, Chlo-
eye Smith, Alana Spens, Brooke 
Spens, Th arun Svetanant, Gabriel 
Syed, Anna Szefc, Kotaro Tak-
abayashi, Bethany Th ompson, 
Virginia Th ompson, Ann van 
Gelder, Avery VanGilder, Kelsey 
Walsh, Samantha Wang, Zijun 
Wang, Amaya Williams, Max-
well Wilson, Ramsey Wondersek, 
Samuel Woolsey, Quinn Worley, 
Hannah Wynn, Edric Zhang, 
Zoe Zimmerman, Madeline Zo-
lovick.

Grade 9
Mercy Akanmu, Enya Arm-

strong, Annabelle Badgley, Ava 
Baldwin, Addison Bass, Rowan 
Berger, Riley Boyle, Lajae Bradley, 
Kailyn Brawley, Rebecca Byron, 
Ellie Caldwell, Jordan Capwell, 
Baxter Chermak, Gideon Col-
liver, Campbell Conaway, Mad-
eline Coombs, Jacquelyn Cooper, 
Keelin Craige, Justin Cramer, 
Christian Davis, Betty Day, Au-
drey Deck, Sean DeLorenzo, 
Gwendolyn DeWeese, Sarah 
Dinkel, Elspeth Driggs, Mad-
eleine Dye, Tate Ebel, Shoshana 
Elgart, Rowan English, Reed 
Ewing, Grace Fillo, Mary Finch, 
Dylan Frantz, Eric Fravel, Ma-
laya Garza, Vishavjit Gill. Solenn 
Girardeau-Montaut, Andrew Go-
erlich, Lillian Hale, Liam Halfon-
DeLay, Alex Harrison, Serenity 
Hawley, Riley Hilgart, Cooper 
Hill, Matteo Hirel, Monica Hit-
zelberger, Collin Holt, Henry 

Holt, Gretchen Honaker, Felix 
Hooper, Abbey Huff , Luca Ilies-
cu, Harper Jones, Nesreen Kadiri, 
Ethan Karpa, Ryan Kidd, Kyle 
Klemba, Nora Kuhlman, Jayme 
Lachenal-Chevallet, Abigail La-
fon, Cameron Lee, Madison Lee, 
Luke Leonessa, Isabella Liu, Mar-
iana Loza, Charles MacKenzie, 
Sylvia MacNab, Kallan Malabad, 
Kisay Martinez-Torres, Katey 
Mathena, Grady McCrickard, Al-
lison McDonald, Leighton Mc-
Gee, Colin McGinnis, Evan Mc-
Grory, Morgan McSorley, Liam 
Means, Liam Mena, Gabriel 
Mendoza, Lucas Mertes, Eric Me-
trey, Paige Miller, Amalia Moore, 
Owen Munsell, Simon Murray, 
Brayden Nichols, Mia Nichols, 
Samuel Nolen, Eleanor Norton, 
Mya O’Rourke-Russell, Hailey 
Ogle, Nathaniel Paye, Th omas 
Pettinger, Nataleigh Pienkows-
ki, Luke Poff , Isabella Prevette, 
Rioll Pula, Alice Quigley, Tyler 
Racek, Lillian Reichard, Evelyn 
Rhoads, Gwyneth Rice, Tanya 
Ridha, Reagan Roy, Jaydyn Sams, 
Lindsay Santos, Ekaterina Savel-
eva, Aaron Scardo, Jan Schenk, 
Austin Seaton, Emma Seckers, 
Brody Shealor, Esther Shen, Jor-
dyn Shibest, Conner Smith, Lo-
relei Spradlin, Sriya Sridhar, Li St. 
Martin, Audrey Stenger, Zach-
ary Sterk, Madison Stewart, Stella 
Sun, Pierce Tan, Gracie Tebben-
kamp, Bode Th ompson, Julian 
Th ompson, Bang Truong, Isabel 
Vikesland, Th eo Villanueva, An-
drew Wang, Lawrence Wang, 
Lishu Wang, Eliza Wapperom, 
Annie Watanabe, James West-
cott, Audrey Wheeler, Harrison 
Whitfi eld, Benjamin Wiersema, 
Hayli Williams, Yuan Xiao, Da-
vid Xing, Ryan Zhao.

Vaccination from page 1

second dose on or after February 
24 were given an appointment for 
their second dose when they re-
ceived their fi rst dose.

Please come back to Blue Ridge 
Church in Christiansburg at the 
same time as your fi rst dose ap-
pointment and take your card to 

receive the second dose. Anyone 
unable to make that date should 
come as soon afterwards as pos-
sible.

Th ose who were not vaccinated 
in the New River Health District 
vaccination clinics should return 
to the place where they received 

their fi rst dose for their second 
dose.

How to Help
Th e NRV Public Health Task 

Force asks everyone to help them 
identify and pre-register people 
age 75 and over. Many people in 
this group have less access to tech-

nology.
Please reach out through fami-

lies, neighborhoods, religious 
communities and social circles to 
ensure everyone age 75 and over 
has pre-registered online to get the 
vaccine. Th e situation is changing, 
and it is important to get informa-

tion from local, offi  cial sources.
Th e task force suggests every-

one should check with its website 
NRVRoadtowellness.com for up-
dated information. Th is website 
is the task force’s offi  cial source of 
COVID-19 information for the 
New River Health District.

Black History from page 1

would be burning bright in 
the 21st century more than 
65 years since Wesley passed 
and a half century since 
Flora Etta died but it lives 
in so many members of the 
family and also in those of us 
who were fortunate to bear 
witness to their accomplish-
ments.

“Travis Williams wrote a 
great piece on the extended 
Snell family for the Roanoke 
times back in 2015 and 
helped to share their story.

“Documenting the out-
standing history here in Rad-
ford is so important.  If you 
have a story for #radford-
blackhistory, please share it 
for all of us to learn more.

“By the way, both of the 
Snells are buried in Moun-
tain View Cemetery off  
Rock Road.  Th is is an im-
portant fi nal resting place for 
so many signifi cant Radford 
family members and I recog-
nize that we have had chal-
lenges with access and keep-
ing it in good shape.  I want 
to continue to work on this 
as a community and I would 
like to thank Joe Snell for 
his diligent work there along 
with so many others. 

“#GORADFORD!”
Saturday, Feb. 6:
“Today in #radfordblack-

history we are proud to fea-
ture a man who infl uenced 
thousands of Bobcats from 
the 60s - the 2000s - Carroll 
Purcell - Coach!

“Coach Purcell taught at 
Radford High School after 
beginning his education ca-
reer at Christiansburg Insti-
tute.  In addition to coaching 
Basketball, Cross Country 
Track, and Football, he was 
a health, physical education, 
and driving teacher.  He is 
remembered by his students 
as someone with a big sense 
of humor and a larger than 
life and sometimes fi ery per-
sonality. He could be a big 
challenge to us and was not 
afraid of a confrontation but 
he also cared deeply about 
us and worked diligently to 
help us be our best.

“Move your car”- Coach 
taught an awful lot of us 
how to drive.  In the winter 
of 1984, it snowed about 
every other day and what 
should have been a week 
of drivers ed turned into a 
month for me and some of 
my classmates since driving 

on the back roads of the 
NRV is tough at times with-
out snow and ice.  Students 
who learned to drive from 
Coach to this day can hear 
his voice in our heads while 
we are on the road. 

“In the classroom and 
on the court, he pushed 
for each of us to be better 
and he also made us laugh.  
How many people remem-
ber him cutting a hole in his 
newspaper to “keep an eye” 
on students during a test?  I 
think humor was a connec-
tion for him to his students, 
some of whom had little 
to no interest in being in 
class.  For some, he became 
a teacher who kept them in 
school. 

“He stayed connected 
to the community and his 
former students until he 
passed in 2015.  Th e last 
time I saw him was not too 
long before that time and he 
had a newspaper and a cup 
of coff ee, of course, and we 
chatted about what he had 
been up to.  A true believer 
in physical fi tness, he was in 
really good shape and you 
would have thought he was 
about 50 instead of in his 
70s.  Many Bobcats spent 
many days in the old weight 
room with him and have a 
routine they developed then 
that they still follow today.

“As I was reading some of 
the tributes that people paid 
to Coach on his legacy obit-
uary pages, time and again 
I saw how much of a diff er-
ence he made in the lives of 
so many.  One last tribute 

to his lasting memory - as 
people have messaged me 
about folks who should be 
remembered and highlight-
ed in this series, his name 
came up again and again 
and again.

“Please continue to share 
your stories about #radford-
blackhistory.”

Sunday, Feb. 7:
“On a snowy, cold winter 

morning we celebrate #rad-
fordblackhistory by remem-
bering two truly outstand-
ing and loving leaders - Dr. 
Douglas Covington and 
his partner in life, Beatrice 
“Bea” Covington.

“It was a Sunday very 
much like this in the win-
ter of 1995 when Dr. Cov-
ington was introduced as 
Radford University’s fi fth 
President in Preston Hall on 
campus.  Th is was ground-
breaking for Radford but 
also for Virginia and the 
south as he was the fi rst 
African American to lead a 
predominantly white insti-
tution of higher education 
in Virginia. Immediately we 
all knew that he was full of 
grace and had a calm, reas-
suring leadership style that 
would help steer Radford 
University into the 21st 
Century.

“His decade of service at 
RU capped a long and dis-
tinguished academic lead-
ership career around the 
nation and helped Radford 
grow to a record number 
of students, expand and 
improve the campus sig-
nifi cantly including devel-

opment of the 380 acre 
Selu Conservancy, enhance 
academic off erings to meet 
modern needs, and establish 
the most extensive wireless 
internet on any campus to 
provide the best access pos-
sible at that time.

“Th e phrase he often 
used was that Radford 
was “large enough to serve 
students well, but small 
enough to really know them 
well.”  Th is philosophy de-
scribed his gregarious and 
welcoming personality with 
the entire community.

“Th is quality was dou-
bled by First Lady Bea Cov-
ington who was an incred-
ible leader in her own right.  
Not only was she one of the 
best hosts that the region 
has ever enjoyed she was 
a partner to the President 
in every way and made life 
better on campus every day.  

“She engaged the Rad-
ford community and was 
active across the NRV with 
many programs and events. 
She was an active par-
ticipant with the Radford 
Chamber of Commerce, 
and she helped lead the ef-
fort to expand and support 
the arts at Radford and 
around the valley.

“To know her was to 
love her and she worked 
diligently to help scores of 
students fulfi ll their Radford 
dream.

“I felt that a Sunday was a 
good day to feature this cou-
ple as their faith was central 
to their lives and they made 
a commitment to spend time 

at every church in Radford 
once they arrived in 1995.  
Th ey wanted to know this 
community and the citizens 
living here.  Th is outreach 
coupled with their continued 
hospitality, endeared them to 
all who met them.

“Th e Covington legacy 
lives on in many ways to this 
day.  For example to name 
just a few:

• a scholarship in the arts 
at Radford, 

• the Bea Covington 
spirit award for an employ-
ee who helps improve the 
quality of life on campus 
by exemplifying her char-

acter and spirit,
• the Douglas and Bea-

trice Covington Center for 
the Performing Arts where 
hundreds of Highlanders 
fi nd the path to their dreams 
every day,

• and in the hearts and 
minds of tens of thousands 
of Radford alumni and fam-
ilies who experienced their 
leadership and friendship.

“Th e positions of re-
sponsibility may have been 
the reason they were well 
known, but their person-
alities and connections with 
people are the reason they 
are so loved.”
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OPINION

Who knew hot tubs could kill?
I've found that as I've 

gotten older, long-buried 
memories have a tendency 
to leap unbidden into my 
mind like snapshots, piece-
meal snatches if you will. 
Th e most recent of these 
involved a pair of tragedies.

Th e greatest Southern 
humorist of all time, Lewis 
Grizzard from the hamlet 
of Moreland, Ga., in rural 
Coweta County, once said 
there is a diff erence between 
“naked” and “nekkid,” the 
latter a Deep South pro-
nunciation. As Lewis put 
it, “Naked is when you take 
your clothes off . Nekkid is 
when you take your clothes 
off  and you’re up to some-
thing.”

Unfortunately for the 
part of the world that did 
truly enjoy Southern hu-
mor -- which includes me 
-- Lewis was born with a 
congenital heart defect: a 
defective heart valve. Th at 
basically meant that his 
whole life was lived on bor-
rowed time. He underwent 
four heart surgeries, one of 
which involved replacing 

that defective valve with a 
pig valve. Lewis said that 
the only aftereff ect from the 
surgery was that he broke 
into a cold sweat every time 
he rode past a barbecue 
joint. He died much too 
soon at 47. In accordance 
with his wishes, his body 
was cremated, and some of 
his ashes were scattered at 
the 50-yard line of Sanford 
Stadium at the University of 
Georgia. Did I mention he 
was a UGA grad?

But I digress. Mightily.
Peripatetic couple that we 

are, my wife and I sojourned 
twice in Athens, Ga., the 
closest place to Heaven I’ve 
ever found, and not co-
incidentally, the home of 
the University of Georgia 
and the Georgia Bulldogs. 
During my second trip, I 
worked as the news editor 
of the Classic City's daily 
morning newspaper. With a 
steady stream of news fl ow-
ing across my desk every 
day, I was privy to all sorts 
of stories from the sublime 
to the ridiculous. And the 
tragic. Th us did I learn of 

the two tragedies that have 
suddenly returned to my 
consciousness, one of which 
had a direct connection to 
"naked" and "nekkid."

For reasons that will for-
evermore be known only to 
himself, what until then had 
been a reasonably respect-
able and responsible Athens 
man decided after breakfast 
one morning in October 
he wanted to cavort about 
in the neighborhood in the 
altogether.

His family -- not the 
neighbors, interestingly 
enough -- called the police, 
who promptly shot him to 
death after mace and night 
sticks failed to subdue him, 
even though he obviously 
wasn’t carrying any con-
cealed weapons. An inquiry 
exonerated the offi  cers.

Th e second tragedy 
I would prefer to forget 
again involved the story of 
a New Jersey teen drown-
ing in a hot tub because 
she was trapped by tons of 
suction. I’m sure since then 
this has happened to others, 
but this was the fi rst time I 

ever heard of such a horrible 
thing.

My fi rst brush with the 
delights (and not the hor-
rors) of the hot tub came 
during a period when I did 
some work with an adver-
tising agency. One of our 
clients was a hot tub manu-
facturer.

Upon my shoulders fell 
the nasty, thankless task of 
putting together a hot tub 
photo shoot at a Hilton 
Head condo. For two days, 
I had to suff er the ignominy 
of working up close and per-
sonal with a gaggle of nubile 
Carolina beauties clad in 
two-piece bathing suits.

Advertising, of course, 
is basically the creation of 
needs through illusion, so 
we were about the business 
of creating the illusion of 
exactly what was under all 
those bubbles the hot tub 
blowers were stirring up.

Turns out the cretin of a 
company owner didn’t want 
any photos of girls in his 
tubs because they hid the 
bubbles. So we wound up 
with a campaign full of ba-

beless tubs. Lots of bubbles, 
though.

I received some small 
measure of satisfaction 
when the company went 
out of business a short time 
later. Anyone who couldn't 
appreciate exactly what he 
was selling didn’t deserve to 
be in business anyhow. And 
he darned sure wasn’t selling 
bubbles or cleanliness, no 
matter how close to godli-
ness it may be.

But back to the horrible, 
senseless fate of that 16-year-
old New Jersey girl. It seems, 
the news reports went, that 
she was trapped in three 
feet of water by 12 tons of 
suction pressure. I’m not an 
engineer and I took geology 
in college to avoid physics, 
but it seems to me that 12 
tons of suction would make 
for the mother of all vacuum 
cleaners.

It was all innocence, too. 
An alcohol-free, supervised 
post-junior-prom party. 
Only someone fl ipped 
a switch to turn on the 
whirlpool pump just as she 
stepped from a nearby pool 
into the hot tub and ducked 
herself to douse her hair.

She never came up.
Th e manufacturer 

blamed a broken grate, but 
I’m sure glad I wasn’t on the 
receiving end of his lawsuit.

Frequently when I recall 
something like these two 
stories -- both senseless trag-
edies -- I pause for a moment 
to refl ect on just how much 
of a determinist I am: the 
philosophy that says what 
happens in our lives is large-
ly determined by outside 
forces and circumstances we 
have no control over. Th e 
truth is I am a determin-
ist. I do believe something 
outside my own actions has 
guided me through what 
Frank Capra would describe 
as "a wonderful life." What 
is quite clear to me is that 
this force has only good in 
mind for me, and it's not 
chance, coincidence or luck. 
It’s God.

Th e author is a man of a 
certain age who confesses that 
no matter how hard he has 
tried, he has never been able 
to fi gure life out. Th e best he 
has been able to come up with 
is that life is a mystery, which 
is answer only in the sense that 
it is an admission that God, 
not he, is the one in control 
and that's exactly the way it 
should be.

Evans King: Remembering baseball legend 
and American icon Henry ‘Hank” Aaron

I cannot let the recent 
passing of Henry “Hank” 
Aaron go by without put-
ting a few memories down 
on paper. He was a true 
American icon and a man 
whose lifetime of accom-
plishments hopefully will 
never be forgotten. He is 

also a link to my child-
hood, and thinking of 
him in the batter’s box or 
on the face of a bubble-
gum card brings a fl ood of 
warm feelings to my heart.

Hank played during the 
wheelhouse of my sports 
fandom. Like many kids 

who grew up from the late 
1950’s through the early 
1970’s, I was consumed by 
sports, particularly base-
ball. I loved every sport 
in season, but times were 
simpler, summers were 
long and uncluttered, and 
baseball was the focus of 
our lives.

Daily neighborhood 
games interrupted a few 
times a week by organized 
leagues (Minor, Little 
League and Pony), col-
lecting cards with pictures 
of our heroes on them 
and memorizing statistics 
occupied those long sum-
mers. To this day I can 
tell you the starting line 
ups of most major league 
teams from that time. I 
can’t tell you what I did at 
work yesterday, but I can 
tell you the batting order 
of the 1963 San Francisco 
Giants.

Th is was still the era 
when baseball was the 
king of American sports. 
Th e NFL was just begin-
ning its move to take over 
the nation’s hearts and 
pocketbooks. Th e “league” 
had only 12 teams when 
the ‘60’s began, and most 
teams played their games 
in major league ballparks 
on the skinned dirt of 
baseball infi elds in a show 
of deference to the “real” 
sport that belonged there. 
You dare not “sod over” 
what God had rendered. 
So the NFL borrowed the 

great baseball cathedrals 
of the time like Wrigley 
Field and Yankee Stadium 
and the long-gone Forbes 
Field in Pittsburgh. It was 
a league of second class 
citizens.

Th e NBA was even less 
signifi cant in the sports 
psyche of America at that 
time. It was not a big-
time or big-money sport. 
Teams were just begin-
ning to relocate to major 
markets like the Pistons 
from Fort Wayne to De-
troit and the Lakers from 
Minneapolis to LA. Many 
games were played in high 
school gyms or public 
arenas in small cities. Th e 
night when Wilt Cham-
berlain scored 100 points 
to establish an untouch-
able record the game was 
played not in Philadel-
phia, where his Warriors 
were then based, but in 
Hershey -- Hershey, Penn-
sylvania! No fi lm of the 
game.

So you get the idea. 
Baseball, which had be-
come the fi rst professional 
team sport to catch Amer-
ica’s imagination in the 
1920’s with Babe Ruth 
leading the way, con-
tinued to reign into the 
mid-1960’s. Many call the 
period from the early ‘50’s 
through the mid-60’s the 
Golden Age of Baseball. It 
was for me. No divisions, 
no playoff s, just the World 
Series played in broad 

daylight in early Octo-
ber. Th e worst three days 
of the summer were the 
three days of the All-Star 
break:  only one game in 
three days. No box scores, 
no games on the radio.

Probably the most ex-
citing aspect of that pe-
riod when Major League 
Baseball was a large part 
of my world was the bur-
geoning presence of so 
many African-American 
stars in the game. Th is was 
still the era when many 
of America’s best athletes 
were baseball players. As 
I noted above, the NFL 
was still in its infancy rela-
tively and the NBA was 
only a cut or two above 
semi-pro status. Th e great 
black athletes, many from 
the deep south, fl ocked to 
professional baseball, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of 
Jackie Robinson and Lar-
ry Doby (the fi rst African-
American to play in the 
American League, for the 
Cleveland Indians, only 
three months after Jackie 
broke the color barrier in 
Brooklyn in April 1947). 
Th e game was populated 
by generational talents 
like Willie Mays, Frank 
Robinson, Ernie Banks, 
Willie McCovey, Curt 
Flood, Billy Williams, 
Maury Wills, Bob Gib-
son, Lou Brock. I could 
go on and on.

And at the forefront 
was Hammerin’ Hank 

Aaron. Hank was not as 
fl ashy on the fi eld as some 
of his contemporaries, 
like Willie Mays with his 
trademark basket catch 
and running out from un-
derneath his cap, or Ro-
berto Clemente with the 
greatest arm baseball had 
ever seen and his “subma-
rine” throws back to the 
infi eld after catching fl y 
balls. Hammerin’ Hank 
did not hit the prodigious 
home runs that Mickey 
Mantle did and he didn’t 
steal 100 bases a sea-
son like my hero, Maury 
Wills.

But he was the epitome 
of consistency and grace 
on the diamond, a true 
“fi ve-tool” player. He 
could hit for average, hit 
for power, fi eld, throw 
and run the bases.

Hank played 23 sea-
sons in the major leagues 
-- from 1954 to 1976 -- 
21 of those years with the 
Braves in Milwaukee and 
Atlanta and his last two 
years back in Milwaukee 
with the American League 
Brewers, a farewell tour of 
sorts. I shouldn’t even need 
to mention that Hank re-
tired from baseball as the 
all-time home run leader, 
with a total of 755. One 
of the great baseball trivia 
questions is “What pair of 
brothers hit the most to-
tal home runs in their ca-

See King, page 5
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OBITUARIES
Beyer, Richard Arnold 

Richard Arnold Beyer, 
beloved uncle and broth-
er, died suddenly Feb. 5, 
2021. Th e exact cause of 
death is undetermined, 
but many friends and fam-
ily believe it was too soon.

Born in Ames, Iowa, on 
April 26, 1954, Richard was 
a graduate of Blacksburg 
High School, Virginia Poly-
technic Institute and Florida 
State University, where he 
mastered in engineering. 

He espoused golf in all forms, was a 
supporter of various golf courses and tour-
naments and was considered adept at the 
sport. He was an active member of Luther 
Memorial Lutheran Church of Blacksburg.

Richard treated individuals with re-
spect, regardless of personal belief, edu-
cation level or other factors. His ability 
to interact with people without being 

showy about it was a rare 
gift. Th ose whose lives 
he touched will carry the 
seeds he planted with them 
to others on their journey. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Dr. 
Gerhard Harold Beyer and 
Ruth Anne Beyer, and his 
sister, Elizabeth A. Beyer.

He is survived by his 
brother, Gerhard A. Beyer 
(Teresa); his sister, Jenni B. 
Oliphant (Richard); neph-

ews Jeff rey A. Beyer and David G. Beyer 
(Sarah); and nieces Stephanie J. Beyer 
(Philip) and Tracy M. Beyer. 

Services will be determined at a later 
date. In lieu of fl owers, donations can 
be sent to Luther Memorial Lutheran 
Church, Blacksburg, Virginia. Arrange-
ments by McCoy Funeral Home, Blacks-
burg.

Kirby, Richard Carol
Richard Carol Kirby 

went to be with his Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ 
on Feb. 3, 2021. 

He was born in 
Rainelle, W.Va., July 29, 
1939, to Clarence and 
Rosa Kirby. 

He was preceded in 
death by his loving wife 
of 50 years, his parents 
and several siblings. 

He is survived by three 
sisters: Glenna Fitzwater, 
Sylvia McGuire and Patricia Miller; his 
son, Clifton Kirby (Erin); his daughter 
Angela Conner (Wayne); and grandchil-

dren Troy Kirby (Sum-
mer), Kyle Kirby (Leah), 
Eric Kirby, Jonathan 
Conner (Lauren), Brooke 
Conner-Tsang (Aaron); 
and great-grandchildren 
Ryelynn, Arie, Lily, Mar-
cus, Elysian, Saige, Ivory 
and Emberlyn. 

Funeral services were 
held Saturday Feb. 6, 
2021, at Little River Bap-
tist Church at 11 a.m. 
with Pastor Billy Johnson 

and Pastor Bradley Turner offi  ciating. 
Th e family received friends one hour 
prior to service time.

McDaniel, Sr., William Desmond
William Desmond 

“Dez” McDaniel, Sr., 93, 
of Fairlawn, passed away 
Th ursday, Feb. 4, 2021, at 
LewisGale Hospital. He 
was a retired security guard 
at New River Valley Mall.

Dez was preceded in 
death by his parents, James 
and Mary Sue McDaniel, 
and six brothers and two 
sisters. He was the last sur-
viving member of his gen-
eration.

Dez was known for his singing.
Survivors include his wife, Frances 

Phillips McDaniel; a son, William D. 
“Willie” McDaniel, Jr., of Radford; a 

daughter, Carol Sue Smith 
of Texas; a grandson, Shane 
McDaniel of Radford; 
a granddaughter, Karen 
Benfi eld of Texas; several 
great-grandchildren, step-
children, and step- grand-
children; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Per his request, grave-
side services were held on 
Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021, at 
1 p.m. in West View Cem-
etery in Radford with Jus-

tin Phillips offi  ciating.
Th e McDaniel family is in the care of 

Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Minnick, Drema Turpin
Drema Turpin Minn-

ick, 71, of Radford, passed 
away Saturday, Feb. 6, 
2021.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Alvin 
and Irene Turpin.

Survivors include her 
husband of 51 years, John 
Woodrow Minnick; sons 
Steve and Scott Minnick; 
a daughter, Kim Minnick; 
a proud Nana of Emberlyn 
Noel McIlwraith; a sister 
Debbie Turpin; a brother Mike Turpin; 
special cousins Dickie and Patty Lyons 
and Terry and Sabrina Ratcliff e; sisters 

and brother-in-law Pansy 
Robinson and Carolyn 
and William Minnick; and 
many other nieces, neph-
ews, relatives and friends.

Th e family will receive 
friends from 5 until 6 p.m. 
on Friday, Feb. 12, 2021, 
at the Mullins Funeral 
Home in Radford. Memo-
rial services will begin at 6 
p.m. with Pastor Justin Lu-
cas offi  ciating.

Th e Minnick family is 
in the care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford. www.mullinsfu-
neralhome.com.

Parks, Larry Maiden
Larry Maiden Parks, 70, of Radford, 

passed away Th ursday, Feb. 4, 2021.
He was retired from Highland Mem-

ory Gardens where he was in charge of 
maintenance. He attended Fairlawn 
Grace Brethren Church. He was preced-
ed in death by his parents, Albert and 
Nancy Parks.

Survivors include his wife of 44 years, 
Shirley M. Parks; sons David Parks and 
Steven Parks; grandsons Austin and Westin 
Parks; a brother, Dennis Lee Cales; a sister, 

Laura Denise Cales; and many other rela-
tives and friends.

Graveside services were held on Sun-
day, Feb. 7, 2021 in the Sunrise Burial 
Park in Radford with the Rev. Greg Har-
rell offi  ciating.

In lieu of fl owers, the family requests 
that contributions be made to the American 
Cancer Society. 

Th e Parks family is in the care of Mullins 
Funeral Home and Crematory in Radford.

www.mullinsfuneralhome.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Send community 
news and photos to 
communitynews@

ourvalley.org

King from page 4

reers?” Th e wonderful answer is 
the Aaron brothers: Hank and 
Tommie 768. Hank with 755 
and Tommie with 13. In my 
heart of hearts, and more recent 
events notwithstanding, Hank 
remains the all-time MLB home 
run leader. No PED’s in his day.

A demonstration of Hank’s 
consistency was that he estab-
lished the home run record 
without ever hitting 50 homers 
in a season. On a personal note, 
he hit his fi rst major league 
homer the year after I was born 
and his last the year after I fi n-
ished college. He broke Babe 
Ruth’s record of 714 in April 
of my senior year hitting 715 
on a Monday night in Atlanta. 
I remember watching it from 
my apartment with a couple of 

my housemates, Al Downing 
on the mound for the Dodgers, 
Tom House catching the ball in 
the Dodgers bullpen.

Th ere was controversy and 
considerable stress on Hank 
during his pursuit of the record. 
Th ere were some who did not 
want to see a black man break 
the Babe’s record. He endured 
death threats and much hate 
mail. I have to admit that I only 
recall the positives of the time, 
people my age not having much 
connection to the Babe, and I 
do not remember Hank’s pur-
suit and breaking of the record 
as anything but exciting and 
historic.

Also on a personal note, I 
was lucky enough to see Hank 
play in Atlanta in 1966, the 

fi rst year his team was there, 
having moved from Milwau-
kee after the previous season. I 
was a huge Dodgers fan at the 
time. My favorite players were 
Maury Wills and Sandy Kou-
fax and Willie Davis and Don 
Drysdale. Growing up in Chris-
tiansburg, we were not exactly 
in any particular major league 
team’s market. Cincinnati and 
Pittsburgh and Washington/
Baltimore were all about equi-
distant. But when the Braves 
arrived in Atlanta (about an 
8-hour drive like the others) 
and my love of the Dodgers was 
at its zenith, my folks decided 
to indulge my hero worship by 
taking me to  a four-game se-
ries between the Dodgers and 
Braves in the ATL in late June. 

One of the great memories of 
my childhood, four of the 10 
major-league games I witnessed 
in person until I was an adult 
and my career choice led me to 
live close to Pittsburgh.

Th e denouement of that 
weekend was the Sunday af-
ternoon game. Sandy Koufax 
(the greatest pitcher of his era) 
pitching in 95-degree heat in 
Fulton County Stadium, pitch-
ing in what ended up being the 
last season of his career. Hank 
batting against Sandy. Th is was 
the equivalent of seeing Pava-
rotti and Sinatra or Elvis and 
the Beatles on stage together. 
Historic. Sandy pitched a com-
plete game (Th ey used to do 
that in the day.), winning 2-1, 
but Hank went 3 for 4 and 

knocked in his team’s only run. 
(I looked it up.)

Following my hobby of try-
ing to come up with a single 
word or phrase to describe an-
other, I have to use several for 
Henry Aaron: “elegant” and 
“dignifi ed” and “graceful.” He 
played the game and lived his 
life embodying all of these.

I am not one who is par-
ticularly fond of changing the 
names and mascots of sports 
teams. I have never have under-
stood why it is an insult rather 
than a compliment to use cer-
tain nicknames. But I could get 
behind a thought I heard on 
sports-talk radio the other day. 
Th e Braves should consider be-
coming Th e Atlanta Hammer. 
A name for posterity.

Legislation abolishing the death penalty passes the Virginia House
RICHMOND -- Th e Vir-

ginia House of Delegates has 
passed a measure to abolish the 
death penalty. HB 2263 would 
eliminate capital punishment 
sentencing in the common-
wealth and convert existing 
death sentences to life in pris-
on without parole. 

If signed into law by Gov-
ernor Ralph Northam, who 
is committed to ending this 
sentencing practice, Virginia 
would become the 23rd state 
in the United States and the 
fi rst Southern state to abolish 
the death penalty. Th e Com-
monwealth has executed 1,389 
people since 1608. One hun-
dred thirteen of these death 
sentences have been carried 
out since 1976, making Vir-

ginia second only to Texas in 
executions since the death 
penalty was reinstated.

Th e Senate companion bill, 
SB 1165, passed the Senate 
21-17 on Wednesday, Feb. 3, 
and that legislation has been 
referred to the House Courts 
of Justice Committee. 

“Th e death penalty is an an-
tiquated, expensive, inhuman 
punishment that does not aid 
in crime deterrence or advance 
public safety, but it does dis-
proportionately impact people 
of color in our country,” said 
House Majority Leader Char-
niele Herring. “Eliminating the 
death penalty is yet another step 
House Democrats have taken 
to reform our justice system in 
the commonwealth. I’m proud 

to be a Chief Co-Patron on this 
bill to fi nally put an end to the 
death penalty in Virginia.”

Since 1989, of the 53 peo-
ple exonerated after being 
wrongly convicted of crimes 
in Virginia, more than half 
were Black. Over the past 48 
years, more than 170 people 
(92 of them Black) who have 
been sentenced to death in the 
U.S. have later had their con-
victions reversed after being 
found innocent. 

Studies have shown that the 
death penalty is not an eff ec-
tive deterrent to crime as states 
with the death penalty have 
a signifi cantly higher murder 
rate.  

“Th ere are many arguments 
for why we should abolish the 

death penalty,” said Delegate 
Mike Mullin, the patron of HB 
2263. “Th ese arguments touch 
on everything from the moral 
implications of the death pen-
alty, to its ineff ectiveness, to its 
cost. Th e argument that speaks 
to me, and the one that keeps 
me up at night, is that as long 
as the death penalty remains in 
place we run the risk of execut-
ing an innocent person.”

Th is legislation falls within 
the new House Democratic 
majority’s mission to build a 
better Virginia, which includes 
reforming the commonwealth’s 
criminal justice system. Dur-
ing the 2021 Regular Session, 
House Democrats have passed 
measures to establish automat-
ic expungement, restore the 

political rights of felons who 
have completed their sentences 
and legalize marijuana. 

“Th e Virginia House Dem-
ocrats are focused on bring-
ing the commonwealth into 
the 21st century,” said House 
Democratic Caucus Chair 
Rip Sullivan. “Th is includes 
updating our code with more 
enlightened and informed ap-
proaches to our criminal jus-
tice system that refl ect some 
unfortunate realities, includ-
ing the reality that sometimes 
innocent people are convicted. 
Th e passage of this bill is a 
credit to the dedication of cau-
cus members who have been 
persistent champions seeking 
to create a more just and equi-
table commonwealth.”
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FARM LABORER
The farm laborer at Hollow Hill Farm in 
Paint Bank, VA will attend to livestock and 
produce crops. Duties may include feed-
ing, watering, herding, grazing, weighing, 
catching, and loading animals. May main-
tain records on animals; examine animals 
to detect diseases and injuries; assist in 
birth deliveries; and administer medica-
tions, vaccinations, or insecticides as ap-
propriate. Crop planning, planting, and 
harvesting.  Contact Hollow Hill Farm at 
540-897-5786 to apply.

BAG 
A GREAT 

DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

LEAD HOUSEKEEPER
The Lead Housekeeper will oversee all 
aspects of the housekeeping and laun-
dry services for The Depot Lodge and 
The Lemon Hotel in Paint Bank, VA.  We 
are looking for a self-motivated, adapt-
able person with excellent team building 
skills.  The successful candidate will be 
detail-oriented to ensure high standards 
of quality are met.  Additional duties in-
clude: preparing work schedules, provid-
ing outstanding customer service, and 
troubleshooting issues as they arise.  Ap-
ply by contacting Cindy at 540-897-6000 
or cindy@thelemonhotel.com.

WAIT STAFF WANTED
Experienced waitress or waiter needed 
for The Swinging Bridge Restaurant 
and/or Lemon Hotel in Paint Bank.  
Outgoing personality and strong work 
ethic required.  Full or Part Time.  Paid 
vacation.  Prior applicants need not 
a p p l y.   To  a p p l y,  s e n d  r e s u m e  t o 
melissa@paintbankgeneralstore.com 
or shanna@paintbankgeneralstore.com.

Auctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use ToneKote® 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Experienced 
grocery shopper,  
Prep cook, cook, 

meal planner,  
and dietitian.  

Help Wanted - 
General

Handyman 

Phone calls ONLY 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

OF 1503 
LAYMANTOWN 

ROAD, 
TROUTVILLE, VA 

24175.  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ018725-06-00 

In re

Legals - City of 
Salem

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

WE ARE HIRING 
HOUSEKEEPERS!

Looking for positive, self-motivated indi-
viduals with attention to detail to work 
at The Depot Lodge in Paint Bank, VA. 
We offer competitive pay, flexible 
scheduling, paid vacation time, and 
more.  Contact Cindy at 540-897-6000 or 
cindy@thelemonhotel.com.

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

NOTICE OF 
JUDICIAL SALE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

*****IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION****** 
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With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

If you are or will be serving as the Personal 
Representative of an estate, we have the experience 

and knowledge to help you in this process.

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.   
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 

Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK "mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 

Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly un-
predictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738   Special fi nancing for 
qualifi ed customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off  Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Adver-
tise your business statewide 
and in other states. Aff ordable 
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners.  Call Lan-
don Clark at Virginia Press Serv-

ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
"mailto:landonc@vpa.net" lan-
donc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise your 
listings regionally or statewide. 
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results! Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services  804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK "mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK "https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva .com" 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Legals-Roanoke County
LEGAL NOTICE 

ROANOKE 
COUNTY BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals-Montgomery Co. Legals-Montgomery Co.

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman
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Radford Sports
Radford girls defeat Floyd 53-47

PHOTOS BY BRYANT ALTIZER
Jada Dean breaks the Floyd press in the first quarter in 
the team’s 53-47 defeat of Floyd that upped the Bobcats’ 
record to 6-2. Dean finished the game with 10 points.

Radford’s Laney Cline scores two of her 11 points in 
traffic in the defeat of the Buffaloes.

Bobcat boys win 1C 
swimming, girls second

Th e winter wrestling 
and swim seasons might be 
a little diff erent because of 
COVID-19, but the results 
were not at least in region 
competition this past week-
end as Christiansburg High 
School claimed the Region 
3D wrestling title while the 
Radford boys repeated as 
1C swimming champions.

In the 1C swimming 
competition at the Chris-
tiansburg Aquatic Center, 
Radford High fi nished fi rst 
with 164 points ahead of 
James River’s 76 points in 
the boys’ division. Th e Rad-
ford girls were second with 
92 points behind Glenvar, 
which claimed the champi-
onship with 144 points.

Th e Radford boys are 
the defending state cham-
pion and will get a chance 
to swim for another title this 
week at the Christiansburg 
Aquatic Center. Graham 
Minarik (200 medley and 
100 breaststroke) and Stone 
Fisher (50 freestyle and 100 
freestyle) each won two 
events for the Highlanders.

While the pandemic re-

strictions have limited the 
number of national tour-
naments the Blue Demons 
have been able to attend, 
they still dominated the 
regional competition Satur-
day at Christiansburg High 
School. Eight fi rst-place 
wrestlers powered the Blue 
Demons to 223 points. 
William Byrd fi nished sec-
ond with 189.5 and North-
side third at 165 points.

For Christiansburg, 
the winners were Junior 
Policarpo at 113, Ethan 
Slaughter at 132, Luke Ro-
bie at 138, Dawson Gragg 
145, Jake Baier 170, Parker 
Ferrell 182 and Aiden La-
coma at 285.

Th e team will get a 
chance at another state title 
this week at the Salem Civ-
ic Center.

Meanwhile the Auburn 
boys’ basketball team won 
the Mt. Empire District 
Tournament title with a 53-
41 win over Galax. Ethan 
Millirons had a game-high 
31 points as the only Eagle 
in double-fi gures.

Because of early dead-
lines, more regional and 
state results will appear in 
Saturday’s edition.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

RU softball releases spring schedule
Radford University ath-

letics has released the High-
landers’ softball schedule for 
the 2021 season, which will 
feature 20 home games and 
21 Big South contests. 

Th e season opens on Feb. 
12 with a fi ve-game tourna-
ment at Georgia Tech. Geor-
gia State and Boise State will 
join Radford and Georgia 
Tech in the tournament 

fi eld. After traveling to Rock 
Hill, S.C., for a doublehead-
er with Bowling Green and 
Stony Brook on Feb. 20, the 
Highlanders will host three 
straight home games: Feb. 

24 against Virginia Tech 
and a doubleheader Feb. 26 
against George Mason. Th e 
Highlanders and the Patriots 
will meet in Fairfax later that 
week for a doubleheader. 

March opens with a 
renewed rivalry in Lynch-
burg as Radford travels to 
Liberty for a single game 
on March 3. Six of the next 
eight games will be played 
inside Radford Softball 
Stadium. Th e fi rst is a dou-
bleheader with Western 
Carolina on March 5 with 
a four-game series against 
Norfolk State on March 
10-11.

Radford travels to future 
Big South opponent North 
Carolina A&T on March 7 
for a doubleheader. Th irteen 
of the next 15 games will be 
on the road. Th ey include 
trips to ETSU (March 16), 
Virginia Tech (March 17) 
and a three-game series 
at Charleston Southern 
(March 19-20). Th e High-
landers return home for a 
doubleheader with UNCG 
on March 24 before hitting 
the road once again to face 
Big South preseason favor-
ite Gardner-Webb (March 
26-27) and the second-place 
team in USC Upstate on 
April 9-10. Th e squad opens 

April with a doubleheader at 
Appalachian State (April 2) 
followed by a single game at 
James Madison on April 7. 

Th e Highlanders will host 
reigning Big South Tourna-
ment champion, Longwood 
(April 13-14), Presbyterian 
(April 23-24) and Winthrop 
(May 7-8) with a road se-
ries at Campbell in between 
April 30-May 1. 

Th e Big South Confer-
ence Tournament will be 
held in Boiling Springs, 
N.C., at Gardner-Webb 
May 13-15. Th e top four 
teams make the tournament 
and will play a regional style 
double-elimination format. 

All regular season and 
conference tournament 
schedules, times, dates and 
opponents are subject to 
change. Radford Athletics 
is currently evaluating mul-
tiple spectator attendance 
models per state, university 
and health guidelines for the 
2021 season. Additional in-
formation will be provided 
at a later date.

RADFORD UNIVER-
SITY 2021 SOFTBALL 
SCHEDULE

Feb. 12 -- Georgia State 
(Atlanta); Feb. 13 -- Geor-
gia Tech (Atlanta); Feb. 14 
-- Boise State, Georgia State 

(Atlanta); Feb. 20 -- Stony 
Brook, Bowling Green 
(Rock Hill); Feb. 24 -- Vir-
ginia Tech (home); Feb. 26 
-- George Mason (2) home; 
Feb. 28 -- at George Mason 
(2); March 3 -- at Liberty; 
March 5 -- Western Caro-
lina (2) home; March 7 -- at 
North Carolina A&T (2); 
March 10 -- Norfolk State 
(2) home; March 11 -- Nor-
folk State (2) home; March 
16 -- at East Tennessee State 
Univ. (2); March 17 -- at 
Virginia Tech; March 19 
-- at Charleston Southern; 
March 20 -- at Charles-
ton Southern (2); March 
24 -- UNC Greensboro 
(2) home; March 26 -- at 
Gardner Webb; March 27 
-- at Gardner Webb (2); 
March 30 -- at Appalachian 
State (2); April 7 -- at James 
Madison University; April 9 
-- at USC Upstate; April 10 
-- at USC Upstate (2); April 
13 -- Longwood at home; 
April 14 -- Longwood (2) 
home; April 23 -- Presbyte-
rian (2) home; April 24 -- 
Presbyterian at home; April 
20 -- at Campbell; May 1 
-- at Campbell (2); May 7 
-- Winthrop at home; May 
8 -- Winthrop (2) home.  

--RU Athletics

Radford University releases baseball schedule
Radford University head baseball coach Karl 

Kuhn has announced the Highlanders’ 2021 
baseball schedule.

It features 29 home games at Williams Field 
at Sherman Carter Memorial Stadium.

“In this time of uncertainty with the pan-
demic, we are excited to begin our season at 
home on our new fi eld while putting together 
a competitive non-conference and conference 
schedule,” Kuhn said. “We’re also looking for-
ward to having our players’ families and friends 
out at the ballpark this season as permitted.”

Th e Highlanders will play 40 Big South 
games this season, rather than the traditional 
27. Radford has six games against USC Up-
state, High Point and Presbyterian (home-and-
home series), fi ve games against Gardner-Webb 
and Longwood (home-and-home midweek, 
one three-game series (both away)), and three 
games against UNC Asheville, Winthrop, 
Campbell and Charleston Southern (AVL 
away; WU, CAM and CSU home). 

Th e Highlanders will play at home on open-
ing weekend for just the third time in program 
history, and the fi rst time since 1993, when 
they welcome Ohio for a three-game series 
beginning February 19. Th at series marks the 
earliest home game in program history. 

Radford then heads to nearby Virginia Tech 
for its fi rst road game of the season, a February 
23 midweek game before welcoming Bucknell 
for a three-game series at home to close out the 
month of February.

After the games of March and April, Rad-
ford closes the season with seven of its last 11 
games at home. 

Th e Big South Championship will once 
again return to SEGRA Stadium in Fayette-

ville, N.C., with the top four teams competing 
from May 27-29 for the league’s automatic bid 
to the NCAA Tournament. 

Attendance at all home games will be re-
stricted due to COVID-19. In accordance with 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, local health 
offi  cials and university guidelines regarding 
in-person gatherings, only family members of 
Radford student-athletes and coaches will be 
permitted to attend, and they will be required 
to be on a pass list submitted in advance of each 
game.

RADFORD UNIVERSITY 2021 BASE-
BALL SCHEDULE

Feb. 19 -- Ohio at home; Feb. 20 -- Ohio at 
home; Feb. 21 Ohio at home; Feb. 23 -- at Vir-
ginia Tech; Feb. 26 -- Bucknell at home; Feb. 
27 -- Bucknell at home; Feb. 28 -- Bucknell 
at home; March 2 -- at Liberty; March 5 -- at 
USC Upstate; March 6 -- at USC Upstate (2); 
March 9 -- at East Tennessee State University; 
March 12 -- at High Point; March 13 -- at High 
Point (2); March 16 -- Gardner-Webb at home; 
March 19 -- Presbyterian at home; March 20 
-- Presbyterian at home (2); March 23 -- Long-
wood at home; March 26 -- at UNC Asheville; 
March 27 -- at UNC Asheville (2); April 1 -- 
USC Upstate at home; April 2 -- USC Upstate 
at home (2); April 6 -- VMI at home; April 9 -- 
at Presbyterian; April 10 -- at Presbyterian (2); 
April 13 -- East Tennessee State University at 
home; April 16 -- Winthrop at home; April 17 
-- Winthrop at home (2); April 20 -- at Long-
wood; April 23 -- High Point at home; April 
24 -- High Point at home (2) April 30 -- at 
Longwood; May 1 -- at Longwood (2); May 
7 -- Campbell at home; May 8 -- Campbell at 
home (2).

Legendary VT strength coach Mike Gentry 
to head E&H’s strength, conditioning

Legendary strength and condi-
tioning coach Dr. Mike Gentry, who 
retired in 2015 after serving as a key 
member of Frank Beamer’s football 
staff  at Virginia Tech for 29 seasons, 
has been hired at Emory and Henry 
College.

Anne Crutchfi eld, E&H’s Director 
of Athletics, made the announcement. 
“Th is is a game-changer for all our stu-
dent-athletes,” Crutchfi eld said. “Mike 
is one of the best in the business, and 
his expertise and background are un-
matched at any level of play.”

While at VT, Gentry oversaw the 
strength and conditioning of all 22 
varsity sports programs in addition to 
supervising Tech’s sports nutrition and 
sport psychology programs.

Emory & Henry is in the process of 
stepping up from Division III athletics 
to Division II.

“I see this an opportunity in a lot 
of diff erent ways, including the move 
from Division III to Division II and 
the dedication that I have seen from 
the staff  at the college,” Gentry said. 
“I wasn’t looking for a job, but when I 
got a call from Anne Crutchfi eld, it felt 
like it was meant to be.”

Gentry was inducted into the USA 
Strength and Conditioning Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 2010. American Foot-
ball Monthly also named him its Sam-
son Strength and Conditioning Coach 
of the Year in March 2005.

Emory & Henry head football coach 
Curt Newsome worked with Gentry 
while serving as an off ensive line coach 
at Virginia Tech in the 2000’s.

“Mike Gentry is as good a strength 
coach as there is in the country,” said 
Newsome. “As we move forward to-
wards the transition to Division II, we 
just took a huge step forward in build-
ing a successful future.”

“Curt Newsome coached my son 
at Virginia Tech,” Gentry said, “and I 
know what kind of man he is. When I 
visited the college, I could just feel the 
love and passion that so many have for 
this place, and I’m excited to join this 
family.”

In May 2003, Gentry was honored 
by the Collegiate Strength and Condi-
tioning Coaches as one of 36 coaches 
in the country to receive the asso-
ciation’s highest honor when he was 
named a Master Strength and Condi-
tioning Coach.

Before he arrived at Virginia Tech, 
Gentry served as a strength and con-
ditioning coach at the University of 
North Carolina and East Carolina 
University. He earned his undergradu-
ate degree from Western Carolina 
University in 1979 before receiving his 
master’s degree from UNC in 1981. 
In 1999, he earned his doctorate from 
Virginia Tech.

-- E&H Athletics




