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PHOTO BY MACK WILLIAMS
Ishmale Davis, the new Jobs for Virginia’s Graduates (JVG) Specialist at 
Radford High School, holds a student’s baby while teaching recently at 
Radford High School.

JVG program helps Radford High 
students get a head start on a career path

RADFORD - Radford High 
School is helping students through a 
program new to the school designed 
to help them achieve success in the 
post-secondary education world.

Th e program is Jobs for Virginia’s 
Graduates and is an extension of the 
grant-funded national Jobs for Ameri-
can Graduates program.

Ishmale Davis, a recent graduate 
from Radford University, is the new 
JVG specialist at RHS and says the 
program “highlights student prog-
ress in the post-secondary world and 
provides many other facets to our stu-
dents.”

JVG has four main goals: help stu-
dents graduate, help them seek post-
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“Narayan Dev and Adi Shakti” by Ram Singh Urveti (Acrylic on canvas, 49¼” x 102”), 1999. Donated by Dr. and 
Mrs. Carl Pechman of Washington, D.C.

ARTGAWK exhibition includes 
new signifi cant artwork

RADFORD -  “ARTGAWK: Se-
lections from the Radford University 
Permanent Collection,” an exhibi-
tion that runs through Th ursday, 
April 15, now includes a new, must-
see piece.

Th e exhibition is a selection of 
111 works that range widely in 
media, artistic styles, and historical 
periods, including world-renowned 
artists and a piece donated to the 

university after the exhibition began.
“Th e exhibition now includes a 

large new work, measuring about 9 
feet wide, that was recently donated 
by Dr. and Mrs. Carl Pechman of 
Washington, D.C.,” said Dr. Steve 
Arbury, Director of the Radford 
University Art Museum. “Dr. Pech-
man came to see the show soon af-
ter it opened in January and was so 
impressed that he donated a major 

painting by one of India’s leading 
tribal artists.”  

Th e story behind “Narayan Dev 
and Adi Shakti” by Ram Singh 
Urveti (Acrylic on canvas, 49¼” x 
102”), 1999, runs like this:

“Long ago seven buff alo sisters 
lived in the forest; among whom 
Burri buff alo was the eldest. By the 

Virginia Tech preparing 
for a fully in-person 
fall semester

Anticipating that the 
spread of COVID-19 in-
fection will continue to 
signifi cantly diminish, that 
vaccination eff orts will 
prove eff ective in prevent-
ing serious or deadly ill-
ness, and that restrictions 
for public gatherings and 
prevailing public health 
guidelines for physical dis-
tancing will be eased, Vir-
ginia Tech is preparing for 
a fully in-person fall 2021 
semester.

“We are excited to be-
gin preparations for a fully 
in-person experience this 
upcoming fall at Virginia 
Tech,” said President Tim 
Sands. “My hope and ex-
pectation is that the fall 
semester experience will 
be much like the pre-pan-
demic experience, with en-
hancements based on what 
we have learned through 
the course of the pandem-
ic.

“Of course, we will base 
our planning on the lat-
est public health guidance 
and trends informed by 
still emerging data and sci-
ence. As we have through-
out the pandemic, we will 
build fl exibility into our 
plans and communicate 
any updates to our plans 
in a timely and transparent 
manner.”

Th e fi rst visible sign of 
the university’s goal for 
a fully in-person fall ex-
perience will be seen on 
March 24 when students 
will begin to select courses 
through course request.

“As students begin the 
process for registering for 
fall semester classes, they 
will notice that most class-
es will be assigned a class-
room location,” said Ex-
ecutive Vice President and 
Provost Cyril Clarke. “As 
we move forward to the 
fall, we will closely monitor 
the public health data and 
guidance from medical and 
governmental authorities.”

“Our current plan-
ning assumes that physical 
distancing requirements 
will be eliminated,” said 
Clarke. “If that is delayed, 
we will ask for patience 
and fl exibility as we work 
through alternatives, with 
the goal of maximizing use 

of available instructional 
space in accordance with 
public health guidelines.”

In preparation for the 
new academic year, the 
university’s in-person ex-
perience goal assumes 
that all faculty and staff  
who intend to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine will 
have been vaccinated, and 
that most students will 
have been able to receive 
the vaccine before the fall 
semester begins. To help 
those students who are un-
able to receive a vaccine at 
home, Virginia Tech plans 
to work with the New Riv-
er Health District to create 
opportunities on or close 
to campus and off er the 
vaccine to any student who 
still seeks one.

Because vaccines are 
provided under FDA 
emergency use authoriza-
tions, the university can-
not mandate students to 
receive vaccination. If the 
FDA fully approved vac-
cines, these can be man-
dated only if required by 
the commonwealth.

Th e university is plan-
ning to continue its robust 
surveillance and prevalence 
testing program this fall, 
which may include tests 
for all students living in 
university housing during 
move-in days. Th e testing 
will be based on current 
public health guidelines as 
the semester approaches.

Th e decision to require 
masks in all public spaces 
such as classrooms or uni-
versity events will be deter-
mined at a later date. Th at 
decision will depend on 
the state of the pandemic, 
state requirements, and 
prevailing public health 
guidelines.

Virginia Tech is also 
planning to operate its 
housing and dining opera-
tions close to normal ca-
pacity, but intends to con-
tinue to reserve isolation 
and quarantine space in 
residence halls for students 
that are directed to isolate 
or quarantine by a medical 
professional.

It is anticipated that 
indoor dining capacity 

RHS to hold beach 
celebration in 
place of prom

RADFORD - For the 
second year in a row, Rad-
ford High School will not 
have a traditional prom, 
but students will get to 
participate in a year-end 
celebration.

According to a message 
from Radford City Schools 
Superintendent Robert 
Graham, the after-prom 
committee has scheduled a 
“Junior/Senior Non-Prom 
Beach Celebration” for Sat-
urday, May 1 from 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. at the beach at 
Claytor Lake State Park.

Th e event will be for 
juniors and seniors and 
their dates only. A rain 
or makeup date has been 
scheduled for Saturday, 
May 8, if needed. Com-
munity volunteers are 
needed to assist with the 

event and to donate items.
“If you are interested in 

helping with or donating to 
this event, please consider 
helping. Our children have 
earned this opportunity,” 
Graham said. “Please con-
tact Principal Jeff  Smith, 
wjsmith@rcps.org, or As-
sistant Principal Darden 
Freeman, dfreeman@rcps.
org, sooner rather than 
later,” said Graham.

“I must give a huge 
shout out to Chris Doss 
and Claytor Lake Park 
Rangers and administrators 
for helping us bring this 
type of celebration to our 
juniors and seniors who 
have missed so much over 
the last two years,” Graham 
said. “Please know masks, 
social distancing and a ton 
of fun are required.”

DESIGN BY THOMPSON & LITTON
Thompson & Litton of Radford designed the new chimney swift roost that 
will be on the grounds of McHarg School.

Community funds McHarg 
Elementary chimney swift tower

RADFORD - Th anks to dona-
tions from the Radford community 
and beyond, the McHarg Elementary 
School chimney swift project has been 
funded.

“We have received donations from 
all over the region, as well as sev-
eral states around the USA,” said the 
Radford City Schools Partners for 
Excellence Foundation, Inc., in a re-
cent statement. “We wish to sincerely 
thank everyone for their generosity 
and support. It is greatly appreciated.”

Recently, a group of Radford citi-
zens sought assistance from the public 
and the Radford City Schools Partners 
for Excellence Foundation, Inc. in 
building the McHarg Chimney Swifts 
a new home since the old chimney 
home they have used for decades had 
to be demolished due to the multi-
million dollar renovation and expan-
sion of McHarg Elementary School.

Th e idea was presented to the Rad-
ford City School Board at the Octo-
ber 2020 school board meeting and 
“received their resounding approval 
to move forward with the project,” ac-
cording to the foundation.  

Heather Bell
hbell@ourvalley.org

Th ompson & Litton Architects of 
Radford designed and contributed 
plans for the tower. Avis Construction 
of Roanoke provided a cost projection 
of $13,347 and has agreed to com-
plete the project before the birds arrive 
from South America in April. Both 
are the principal fi rms on the McHarg 
renovation. 

“All plans and materials will match 
the new school; it will be profession-
ally designed and built, and little to no 
maintenance will be needed,” accord-
ing to the foundation. “Th e McHarg 
Chimney Swift Tower will provide a 
safe nesting and roosting place for the 
birds for many generations to come

“In addition to the funds for con-
struction, contributions will also pro-
vide funds for a non-intrusive web 
camera and associated technology so 
students can monitor the life cycle of 
these birds,” says the foundation state-
ment. “Th ere are many educational 
and conservation benefi ts and op-
portunities for students and citizens 
along with the simple pleasure of sit-
ting beneath the tower to watch the 
birds dive in, eager to feed their young 
or return to their nests at dusk for the 
night.”

All major contributors will be ac-
knowledged on a plaque near the 
tower or inside the school.

See Fall, page 6

See JVG program, page 6

See ARTGAWK, page 6
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VT economist Mike Ellerbrock: “Oil producers have 
been assuming for months that consumers expect gas 
prices to rise once we come out of hibernation, so they 
fear little push-back for fulfilling expectations.”

Increased demand, tighter supplies driving upsurge 
in gasoline prices, says Virginia Tech economist

Pent up consumer and 
business travel plans along 
with the onset of warmer 
weather are all playing a sub-
stantial role in the uptick of 
gasoline prices this spring, 
according to Virginia Tech 
economist Mike Ellerbrock.

“Oil producers have 
been assuming for months 
that consumers expect gas 
prices to rise once we come 
out of hibernation, so they 
fear little push-back for ful-
fi lling expectations,” said 
Ellerbrock. “You can add in 
the dramatic weather events 
that have disrupted network 
capacity and the transition 
beyond fossil fuels. It’s not 

surprising that oil producers 
and refi ners will take advan-
tage of consumer fears.”

Ellerbrock teaches in Vir-
ginia Tech’s department of 
agricultural and applied eco-
nomics and is a noted expert 
in natural resource and envi-
ronmental economics, along 
with social and technological 
changes aff ecting individu-
als, families, and communi-
ties.  

“Other infl uences that 
drive up gas prices this year 
include the fact that Russia 
and Saudi Arabia have both 
cut crude product the last 
three consecutive months,” 
Ellerbrok said. “And of 

Warm Hearth Village 
residents honor employees

BLACKSBURG -- Residents of the 
Founders Forest independent living com-
munity at Warm Hearth Village recently 
thanked employees for their leadership, 
protection, and excellent response to the 
challenges presented by the pandemic.

Offi  cers on the Founders Forest Resi-
dent Council presented Warm Hearth 
Village President and CEO Brad Dalton 
with a special certifi cate at their March 
meeting. 

“Th e certifi cate enumerates several 
general examples of actions for which we 
are especially thankful,” said Les Myers, 
President of the Founders Forest Resident 
Council. “But space limitations make 
it impossible to cite everything. Saying 
“thank you” seems woefully inadequate.”

Myers said, “I was especially struck by 
the early recognition of the pandemic’s se-
riousness and the timely preparations and 
protocols; the recognizing and addressing 
special resident needs such as shopping, 
activities, new ways to communicate, and 
medical issues; managing the vaccination 
process for all in the village to have access 
to vaccinations; and the successful, trans-
parent and timely communications.”

“I’m so proud to know that our ef-
forts were meaningful and helpful to our 
residents,” Dalton said. “It was a diffi  cult 
year with some diffi  cult decisions, and 
this certifi cate validates everyone’s hard 
work and determination. I couldn’t be 
more proud of the entire Warm Hearth 
family.”

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, March 24, 

April 14, April 28, 
May 12, May 26

Hahn Horticulture Gar-
den Virtual Road Trip - First 
stop, the Des Moines Botani-
cal Garden in Des Moines, 
Iowa, at 2 p.m. Visit fi ve 
great gardens and arbore-
tums via Zoom on these 
virtual road trips: March 24 
at 2 p.m.: Des Moines Bo-
tanical Garden with Sydney 
Algreen-Hunter; April 14 
at 2 p.m.: Lady Bird John-
son Wildfl ower Center with 
Tanya Zastrow; April 28 at 
3:30 p.m.: Lewis Ginter Bo-
tanical Garden with Brian 
Trader (VT alumnus); May 
12 at 2 p.m.: Wisconsin Ar-
boretum with David Stevens 
(VT alumnus); May 26 at 2 
p.m.: Lotusland with Paul 
Mills and Rebecca Anderson.

 Register online for these 
talks and a zoom link will be 
provided:

https://virginiatech.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_
cumxRA4Mec96guy

Camp Cooking - Pre-
sented by Blacksburg Parks 
and Recreation. Camping 
out doesn’t mean you can’t 
eat well. Come learn some 
campsite recipes, techniques, 
and equipment to make a de-
licious feast while out in the 
wild. From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at Municipal Park, Turner 
Street, Blacksburg. Th e in-
structor is Travis Coad. Th e 
fees are $10 for residents and 
$20 for non-residents.

Th ursday, March 25:

Mountain Biking Skills 
workshop - Let Blacksburg 
Parks and Recreation boost 
your mountain biking skills. 
Come out for an evening un-
der the lights and master the 
MTB skills you want to learn 
or learn new skills on a por-
table skill course. 5 - 7 p.m. at 
Municipal Park; 625 Patrick 
Henry Dr; Blacksburg. Jay-
cee SB Field. Th e instructor is 
Travis Coad. Fees are $10 for 

residents and $20 for non-
residents.

Friday, March 26:

Outdoor Book Sale - 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Blacks-
burg Library. Weather per-
mitting. $5 per bag or $1 
for hardbacks, and $.50 for 
paperbacks. Gift books avail-
able at $2 each. Call the li-
brary for more details and to 
confi rm sale.

Saturday. March 27:

Afternoon at the Pool - 
12:15 - 3 p.m. at the Aquatic 
Center, 625 Patrick Henry 
Drive, Blacksburg. Partici-
pants will enjoy hours of fun 
and games in the pool. Events 
include Corcl races, “rock” 
hopping and balancing, use 
of the slide and diving board. 
Open to ages 8-12. Registra-
tion is required. Limit is 15 
participants. Th e fee is $15.

Teen Creative: Chap sticks 
and body scrubs - 1 p.m. at the 
Montgomery Floyd Regional 
Library/Blacksburg Library 
online. Th is month’s Teen 
Creative video will cover 
making chap sticks and body 
scrubs. 

Monday, March 29:

Talking About Books: Fic-
tion Virtual - 11 a.m. - noon 
at the Montgomery Floyd 
Regional Library/Blacksburg 
Library. Join for a discussion 
of “Little Fires Everywhere” 
by Celeste Ng. Call ahead 
to reserve a copy and get the 
link for virtual participation.

Tuesday, March 30:

Conditional Use Permit 
for Kent Square - Th e Town 
of Blacksburg has scheduled 
a neighborhood meeting 
for 4:30 p.m. in the Roger 
E. Hedgepeth Chambers to 
consider a request  to previ-
ously approved conditional 
use permits (CUP 11-0002; 
CUP 11-0007; CUP 16-

0002 and CUP 18-0002) at 
Kent Square at 202 and 250 
South Main St. (Tax Parcels 
256-A 115 and 257-C A 1) 
to increase the maximum 
allowed ground-fl oor medi-
cal and general offi  ce square 
footage in the DC Down-
town Commercial zoning 
district. Th e request is by 
Aaron Harris of Pointe West 
Management (applicant) on 
behalf of Kent Square LLC 
and Pointe West Manage-
ment Co. (owners).

Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Book Club: virtual - 6:30 - 
7:30 p.m. at the Montgom-
ery Floyd Regional Library/
Blacksburg Library. Join in 
a discussion of “Th e Poppy 
War” by R.F. Kuang. Call 
ahead to get a copy of this 
month’s book and to get the 
link. Discussion will be held 
virtually.

Wednesday, March 31:

Teen Book Club: virtual 
- 4 p.m. at the Montgom-
ery Floyd Regional Library/
Blacksburg Library. Each 
month teens gather to discuss 
the fi rst book in a series. Th is 
month “Th e Fifth Wave” by 
Richard Yancey will be dis-
cussed. To get the link for the 
virtual meeting, and to join 
the book raffl  e for the fi rst 
three books, email bford@
mfrl.org or call 540-552-
8246.

 
Peep Science - 1 p.m. at the 

Montgomery Floyd Regional 
Library/Blacksburg Library 
online. Watch as the librar-
ians experiment and learn 
from marshmallow peeps.

Th ursday, April 1:

“One Good Mama Bone” 
Book Club -  Bren McClain, 
author of “One Good Mama 
Bone,” will be visiting library 
patrons virtually in April 
from the Radford Public 
Library. In preparation for 
her author’s talk, the library 
will host a book discussion 

course, domestic refi neries 
are now shifting to summer 
blends with lower vapor 
pressure to limit pollution, 
and those blends are more 
expensive to produce.”

Motorists should an-
ticipate the price per gallon 
above $3, “at least during the 
summer travel season, then 
moderation after the travel 
rush calms down,” said the 
VT economist.

Since gasoline prices tend 
to impact the cost of just 
about everything else, he 
warns of across-the-board 
infl ation on food and con-
sumer goods, and other 
industries such as rubber, 
fertilizer, plastics, cosmetics, 
paint and electricity.

Mike Ellerbrock is the recip-
ient of multiple national and 
university teaching awards and 
has taught micro- and macro-
economics for over thirty years. 
He has taught classes of high 
school, undergraduate, and 
professional learners, and devel-
ops his curricula to incorporate 
current events and take a broad 
view of economics and how it 
impacts everyday life.

on April 1. Join the meeting 
with the information below. 
Th ursday, April 1 at 6:30 
p.m. Meeting ID: 810 1631 
3691; Passcode: 570599.

American Legion Meet-
ing - Th e American Legion, 
Harvey-Howe-Carper Post 
30 will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
VFW Post Home on 102 
Watts St. in Radford. For 
further information, call 250-
2283 or 239-9864.

First Missionary Baptist 
to Reopen for Easter - First 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
7318 Manns Dr., Radford 
and the Rev. Richard A. 
Goodman, Sr., Pastor, will 
open the church’s doors 
Sunday at 11 a.m. for Easter 
services. Celebrate resurrec-
tion Sunday while wearing 
a mask and practicing social 
distancing. 

Tuesday, April 13:

Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans meeting - Th e Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, Stuart-
Horse-Artillery Camp 1784 
will meet at 7 p.m. at Aly’s 
Italian Family Restaurant at 
3204 Riner Rd. Jonathan 
McPeak will give a talk on the 
“History of the Virginia 45th 
Infantry Regiment”. Mem-
bers of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy are also 
invited to attend. For further 
information, please call 320-
4315 or 239-9864.

Ongoing:

Head Start Enrolling - New 
River Community Action is 
now accepting applications 
for three- and four year olds 
for Head Start for the 2021-
22 school year. Head Start 
off ers a no-charge pre-school 
for income eligible families.

Families may apply by 
calling the local Head Start 
center, applying online at 
newrivercommunityaction.
org or by picking up an ap-
plication form in person at 
the local center. Applications 
are accepted year-round. Th e 
phone numbers for the three 
local Head Start centers are 
Christiansburg 540-381-
7559, Radford 540-731-

4107 and Blacksburg 540-
552-0490. Anyone applying 
in person should bring proof 
of the child’s birth and proof 
of the family’s income such 
as a 1040, a W-2, pay stubs, 
child support income, mon-
ey received from grants, and 
unemployment income.

All month of March

Grab-and-Go Crafts - All 
the month of March, at the 
Meadowbrook Public Li-
brary. Call the library to re-
quest Take-and-Make Craft 
Kits available for grab-and-go 
with curbside pickup.   Th e 
kits are free but supplies are 
limited. From March 22 
through March 28, the kits 
will feature spring and Easter 
crafts.

StoryWalk - All the month 
of March at the Christians-
burg Library. Exercise your 
brain and body as you read 
and walk the trail. Begin at 
the library at the College 
Street entrance of Down-
town Park. Th is month’s 
book is “Th e Big Red Barn.”

 
Teen/Adult Craft-Felt 

Smartphone Cover - All the 
month of March at the 
Meadowbrook Public Li-
brary.

Request a teen/adult craft 
to receive supplies to make 
your own felt phone cover. 
While supplies last.

Th rough March 31:

Keep Virginia Beautiful 
Annual “Shiver” Fundrais-
ing Event - Keep Virginia 
Beautiful (KVB) has opened 
registration for Shiver in Vir-
ginia, a reimagined version of 
its annual Shiver in the River 
festival that has been KVB’s 
largest annual fundraiser 
since 2015. Th is year’s initia-
tive is designed to be COV-
ID-safe and give people more 
choice in how they can con-
tribute to the beautifi cation 
of their communities. Shiver 
in Virginia runs until March 
31. Participants engage in ac-
tivities including litter clean-
ups, recycling, trail cleaning, 
graffi  ti removal and other 
good deeds. For a donation 

of $20.21, participants will 
receive a free Virginia State 
Parks parking pass, with no 
expiration date. Participants 
will also have access to the 
KVB Mission Challenge 
website, where they can map 
the collective progress on the 
2,021 mile path across the 
state. With each act reported, 
participants will be entered 
into drawings for additional 
prizes.

Virginia Tech Parking 
Survey - Virginia Tech has 
released a 2021 parking 
survey. All those who utilize 
parking and transportation 
in and around the Virginia 
Tech Blacksburg campus 
are invited to participate, in-
cluding visitors and Blacks-
burg residents. Th e survey 
will close March 31, 2021, 
at 5 p.m.

All responses will remain 
anonymous and will be ana-
lyzed at the aggregate level. 
Th e survey should take fewer 
than 15 minutes to complete. 
To take the survey, visit

https://vtnews.vt.edu/
notices/adm-evergreens/
Transpo-parkingsurvey.html.

Th rough Th ursday, April 
15:

“ART GAWK: Selections 
from the Radford University 
Permanent Collection” - Th e 
exhibition is a selection of 
111 works that range widely 
in media, artistic styles, and 
historical periods. Th e hours 
of the exhibition are Monday 
through Friday from10 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. and Saturday 
from noon until 4 p.m. at the 
Art Museum at the Coving-
ton Center.

Th rough Saturday, April 
24:

‘Unbearable Beauty’ Ex-
hibit at Moss Arts Center - Th e 
exhibit is open each Wednes-
day from 10 a.m. until 5 
p.m. and on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. through 
Saturday, April 24. Th e ex-
hibit is a demonstration of 
the devastation human activ-
ity has wreaked on the envi-
ronment. Th e exhibit is free 
and open to the public.
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*Save 10% on any denture purchase (including Replacement or Package Dentures) by 
bringing in this ad when you visit this practice.  Ad can be printed or shown on phone and 
must be presented at time of initial payment.  Offer may not be combined with any other 
coupons, discounts, insurance program, or prior order.  Offer may change or end without 
notice.  Limit one coupon per person.  Offer ends 03/31/21. **Free Consult & X-ray offer has a 
minimum value of $75 and covers a consult & a traditional 2-D X-Ray at initial visit.

02345-1

ROGER D. CAMPBELL, DMD
GENERAL DENTIST

AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS - 
CHRISTIANSBURG
175 CONSTON AVE

CHRISTIANSBURG, VA 24073

888.925.6677

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

We’re safely open 
to care for you.
Create your new smile - 
at an affordable price.

BRING IN THIS AD AND SAVE 10% 
ON ANY DENTURE PURCHASE!*

NOW OPEN TO SERVE YOU!

• Dentures
• Extractions

• Implants
• Relines/Repairs

• Free X-Ray & Consult for  
   New Denture Patients**

4-Unit apartment building that has been recently remodeled and updated. 
The .191 acre property has been well maintained and is beautifully land-
scaped. There are parking spaces in front of apartments 1 & 2 as well as a 
large, paved lot behind the building. Each unit has laminate and carpet 
flooring and laundry hookups along with an electric range, refrigerator and 
dishwasher. Located in Downtown Christiansburg.  Each unit is currently 
rented. Purchaser shall honor current annual lease until expiration. Contact 
auction company for rent roll.
 

Preview Date  -  Saturday March 27 @ 2 PM
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium, $10,000. Earnest Money Deposit, Closing in 
45 Days. Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is where is any and 
all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Property 
is being sold by Online Only Auction with a SOFT CLOSE. Please note that 
during the last two minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is au-
tomatically extended an additional two minutes. Auction ends once bidding 
ends. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete details.

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or 
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com ; You can also contact 

Levi Cox Realtor at 540-230-7162 or email levicox87@gmail.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Thursday, April 8th at 4 PM

Income Producing Rental Property for Sale in Christiansburg VA!
104 Evans St. Christiansburg VA 24073

Bid Online Now at VAAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Apartment 1 – 2 BR, 1 BA on the upper/street level and has a 
                               parking space in front.
Apartment 2 – 2 BR, 1 BA on the upper/street level and has a 
                               parking space in front.
Apartment 3 – 2 BR, 1 BA on the lower level.
Apartment 4 – 1 BR, 1 BA on the lower level.

OBITUARIES
Alderman, Joanne Viers

Joanne Viers Alderman, 
90, passed away Friday, 
March 19, 2021, at her home 
in Radford.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Th omas and 
Ida Viers; seven brothers and 
three sisters.

Survivors include her son 
and daughter-in-law, Roy 
Lynn and Kathy B. Alder-
man of Radford; a daughter 
and son-in-law, Deborah and 
Benny Selvey of Pulaski; fi ve 
grandchildren, Corinna Crawford (Shan-
non), Nikki Martin (Matt), Chris Alderman 
(Sarah), Ashley Selvey, and Taylor Selvey 

(Joey); four great-grandchil-
dren, Megan and Sam Craw-
ford, J. J. Carter, and Lydia 
Alderman; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Th e family would like to 
thank Intrepid Hospice for 
all the kindness and care they 
have shown our family.

Services will be private. In 
lieu of fl owers, please con-
sider contributions to the 
American Cancer Society or 
the Juvenile Diabetes Foun-

dation. Th e Alderman family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Anderson, Buff y Marie 
Buff y Marie Ander-

son, 50, passed away at 
her home in New River 
on Wednesday, March 17, 
2021. 

Survivors include her 
parents, James, Sr., and 
Wanda Anderson; a broth-
er, James A. Anderson, Jr.; 
uncles and aunts Michael 
and Carlotta Lewis and 
Wendell and Sylvia Ander-
son; aunt and uncle Jea-
nette and Joe Sheff ey; and 
many other relatives and friends.

Funeral services were 
private on Monday, March 
22, 2021, at the Mullins 
Funeral Home in Radford.

Th e family would like 
to thank Carilion Hospice 
and Blue Ridge Cancer 
Care for all their care and 
kindness to our family.

Th e Anderson family is 
in the care of Mullins Fu-
neral Home & Crematory 
in Radford.  Online con-
dolences may be expressed 

at www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Cromer, Betty Estes 
Betty Estes Cromer, 77, 

of Radford, passed away 
Saturday, March 20, 2021.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Wayne and Daphna Estes; 
and sisters Toby Caldwell 
and Rosetta Mills. 

Survivors include her 
fi ancé, James “Jim” Hen-
ley; a daughter and son-
in-law, Sherry Cromer and 
Vincent Th ornton; a son 
and daughter-in-law, Ron 
and Nenita Cromer; grandchildren Tay-
lor Okes, Christian Cromer and Justin 

Cromer; a brother, Tom-
my Estes; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Th e family will receive 
friends from 11 a.m. un-
til 1 p.m. on Th ursday, 
March 25, 2021 at the 
Mullins Funeral Home in 
Radford. Funeral services 
will begin at 1 p.m. with 
the Rev. Marcus Harrison 
offi  ciating. Interment will 
follow in the West End 
Cemetery in Wytheville.

Th e Cromer family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory.

Edge, 
Frances Pauline Boliek 

Frances Pauline Boliek Edge of 
Blacksburg, formerly of Rock Hill, was 
born on July 5, 1927, and died March 
16, 2021. 

She loved life. She was enthusiastic 
about her adopted home of Blacksburg 
and enjoyed trips to Floyd and perfor-
mances at the Moss. She drove her Prius 
until about six weeks ago, and she loved 
singing in church and bird-watching.

She grew tomatoes and fl owers in her 
yard, taking special pleasure in rescuing 
half-dead plants from the “distressed 
rack” at big box stores and bringing 
them back to life. “Always check the ‘dis-
tressed rack’ fi rst before paying full price 
for plants,” she instructed.

She embraced technology as the best 
way to communicate with her fam-
ily, though it often frustrated her. She 
learned to email and Instant Message in 
her 70s and early 80s and then to text 
and Facetime in her late 80s and 90s. 
She also liked to Google things.

In her late 80s she conceived the idea 
for the Circle of Grace at St. Michael Lu-

theran Church, a garden for scattering 
ashes and remembering loved ones. She 
continued to work on it into her 90s, 
making it a place of peace and beauty. 

She was a devoted daughter, sister, 
wife, mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother and friend who dearly loved her 
family and was dearly loved in return.  

She was predeceased by her parents 
and her husband, Charles Edge. She 
is survived by her son, Charles Edge, 
of Lexington, N.C., her daughter, Kay 
Edge of Radford; two grandchildren, 
April Lawson and Ryan Edge; two great-
grandchildren, Kate Lawson and Evan 
Lawson; a sister, Betty Greene, and two 
brothers, Paulwyn Boliek and Luther 
Boliek. 

Th e world is a nicer place for her hav-
ing occupied it, and she will be sadly 
missed. Her memorial service will be at 
the Circle of Grace garden, St. Michael 
Lutheran Church in early April with 
COVID protocols in place. Memorials 
may be made to the Circle of Grace, St. 
Michael Lutheran Church.

Matherly, John David 
John David Matherly, 46, of New-

port died Saturday, March 20, 2021, at 
Roanoke Memorial Hospital.

He was born in Martinsville, Va. on 
June 27, 1974. John loved his dogs, 
Buddy, Bella, and Dixie. He was an 
avid fisherman, hunter, and outdoors-
man.

He was preceded in death by his fa-

ther, Louis Wayne Matherly.
He is survived by his mother, Kathy 

Ann Dew, his maternal grandmother, 
Vera Dew, a brother and sister-in-law, 
Joshua Andrew and Jonli Matherly, and 
a nephew, Colton Andrew Matherly. 
Services will be held privately.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Special vaccination clinics announced 
for Virginia Tech employees

As Virginia Tech President Tim Sands 
put it in a letter to Tech’s staff  and employ-
ees, “Th e long-awaited time in which Vir-
ginia Tech faculty and staff  may receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine has arrived.”

Th e fi rst opportunities to receive a vac-
cine will be held on Tuesday, March 30, 
Wednesday, March 31, and Th ursday, April 
1, at the Dedmon Center on the campus 
of Radford University. Current faculty and 
staff  will have an opportunity to sign up for 
appointments between 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. on these three dates. Five hundred vac-
cine doses will be available to Virginia Tech 
employees each day for a total of 1,500 vac-
cine doses during the three-day period.

Th e registration process for this opportu-
nity will be coordinated through a separate 
Virginia Tech registration and will not in-
volve the state system. For the three clin-
ics, the registration system will remain open 
through noon on Friday, March 26. Details 
on the registration system are forthcoming.

Which vaccine (Moderna, Pfi zer, or 
Johnson & Johnson) will be off ered at these 
three clinics is not yet known. Th e vacci-
nations will be for Virginia Tech employees 
only. Family members of employees are not 
eligible during these specifi cally designated 
Virginia Tech time blocks.

Faculty and staff  who work in a location 
other than the Blacksburg campus can still 
register for the vaccinations provided they 
have transportation to the clinics.

ILLUSTRATION BY STEVEN WHITE

PHOTO BY KRISTA TIMNEY, VIRGINIA TECH 
Standing next to Virginia Tech’s Alwood Oak, Geoff 
Manning of Manning Arboriculture talks with students 
in Associate Professor Eric Wiseman’s Arboriculture 
Field Skills class about the field of arboriculture and 
techniques to preserve old trees.

Campus trees help train the next 
generation of arboriculturists

Th e Alwood Oak, one 
of the most distinctive 
trees on the Virginia Tech 
campus, is taking on a new 
role this year: teaching as-
sistant.

Raised from seedling 
by renowned entomolo-
gist and Virginia Tech 
Professor William Brad-
ford Alwood and planted 
at the northern end of 
the Drillfi eld near the end 
of the 19th century, the 
100-foot-tall bur oak is 
one of several campus trees 
currently being cared for 
by Jamie King, Virginia 
Tech’s fi rst-ever arborist.

Th is month, King, an 
alumnus of the College 
of Natural Resources and 
Environment, collabo-
rated with Associate Pro-
fessor Eric Wiseman of 
the Department of Forest 
Resources and Environ-
mental Conservation to al-
low students in Wiseman’s 
Arboriculture Field Skills 
class to see fi rsthand how 
to care for old trees like the 
Alwood Oak and partici-
pate in protection strate-
gies used by urban foresters 
and arborists.

“Th e biggest challenge 
in urban forestry is deal-
ing with a tree’s proxim-
ity to human activities,” 
said King, who served as 
the City of Roanoke’s ar-
borist prior to joining the 
Virginia Tech Division of 
Campus Planning, Infra-
structure, and Facilities in 
2019. “Development, foot 
and vehicle traffi  c, and soil 
compaction can all have 
signifi cant impacts on tree 
health. And the natural 
aging processes for a tree, 
where they begin to shed 
limbs as they get older, re-
quires careful attention.”

Another risk to large 
trees is lightning. Wise-
man’s students had a 
chance to talk to profes-
sional arborists contracted 
to check the tree’s light-
ning protection system, 
which uses copper wires to 
transmit electricity directly 
into the ground instead of 
through the tree.

Th e students also 
learned about support 
systems utilized to prevent 
structural damage to big 
trees, and they got their 
hands dirty — or at least 
sappy — installing a brace 
rod in a nearby tree.

“Th e chance to be 
hands on with activi-
ties has been an extreme 
confi dence booster,” said 
Cydney Chambers, a ju-
nior majoring in forest 
resources management. “I 
feel much more confi dent 

applying for jobs knowing 
I’ve actually practiced some 
of the skills we’ll be expected 
to use in the future.”

Th at is the goal for Wise-
man, who said that this lab 
is an important step from 
understanding the science to 

seeing how that science plays 
out in real time.

“Th is course is all about 
the practice of arboricul-
ture,” he said. “In the fall, our 
lab focuses on the science be-

See Campus trees, page 4
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. As soon as possible
 5. Gateway (Arabic)
 8. Doctors’ group
11. Madder genus of plants
13. A team’s best pitcher
14. Ancient Greek sophist
15. Go up
16. Neither
17. Bolivian river
18. Manila hemp
20. Comedienne Gasteyer
21. British School
22. Human reproductive 
organs
25. Surrenders
30. Dog with long, silky coat 
and drooping ears
31. Sun up in New York
32. Lead alloy
33. Eastern Asian plant
38. Rapid deployment force 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

(abbr.)
41. Japanese warrior
43. Festivity
45. Interruptions
47. Nonsense (slang)
49. Data mining methodol-
ogy (abbr.)
50. Calvary sword
55. French river
56. Global business confer-
ence (abbr.)
57. Affl icted
59. Con man’s game
60. No (Scottish)
61. Jewish spiritual leader
62. Fish
63. Camera term (abbr.)
64. Impudence
CLUES DOWN
 1. A continuous portion of 
a circle
 2. Genus of seabirds

 3. Infant’s dining accessory
 4. Native Americans from 
Arizona
 5. Popular fruit
 6. Poisonous plant
 7. Scolded
 8. Assists
 9. Hand (Spanish)
10. Amazon product identify-
ing system (abbr.)
12. Basics
14. Cain and __
19. Malaria
23. Indicates particular shape
24. Respiratory disease
25. Central Standard Time
26. Imitate
27. Golf score
28. A place to lay your head
29. Three cards of the same 
suit
34. Not in

35. Human gene
36. Ancient Chinese philo-
sophic concept
37. French river
39. Thinks up
40. Type of geological 
deposit
41. Helps little fi rms
42. Area units
44. A device to remove
45. Secret political clique
46. Polite interruption 
sound
47. Foundation
48. Clare Boothe __, 
American writer
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Resistance fi ghters
58. Speak disrespect-
fully of

OPINION
For some of us, it’s sometimes dark on the inside

Life is a comedy to those who 
think, a tragedy to those who feel.  
-- Horace Walpole

If we could only understand 
ourselves, we perhaps could 
then understand each other. I 
admit to being introspective to 
a degree and have always felt 
some envy for those who have 
absolutely no awareness or sense 
of themselves. Susan Sarandon 
in Bull Durham called them the 
luckiest people in the world.

My father was one such per-
son. Completely without guile, 
he was totally oblivious to him-
self, to the profound eff ect his 
presence had on other people. 
Life with him was a ceaseless 
marvel because -- lacking such 
self-absorption -- he never was 
concerned or even remotely 
cared about how he was sup-
posed to act. He was simply 
always himself because it was 
the only way he could be. Th e 
rest of us were privileged to be 
along for the boisterous, exu-
berant ride, swept along in a 

whirlwind he had absolutely no 
idea even existed. And he was 
the one who created it.

I say I envy such an inner 
composition because I think it 
leads to a steadfastness, a surety 
that does not question or spend 
much time rummaging around 
in the psyche.

Folks like me, however, who 
spend too much time within 
the Pandora’s Box that is our 
own selves, lack that surety. I’m 
not laying claim to any great 
intellect here, just a diff erence 
in the psychological machina-
tions.

I know I lack that certainty 
because even as the decades 
of my life on this planet have 
mounted up, I still don’t really 
know how I will react to things 
I see or read.

For instance, the children 
in Africa are still starving and 
dogs and cats are still being 
abandoned and left in shelters. 
Th ey are truly the world’s most 
innocent and helpless victims. 
I know because of the bom-

bardment of TV commercials 
pleading for money. I’m not 
particularly moved by the im-
ages, though the fact that I’m 
not particularly disturbed by 
the images does disturb me. 
Maybe after all these years, I’ve 
just become inured to suff ering 
that is on such a vast scale its re-
lief seems both impossible and 
hopeless.

On the other hand, I can’t 
shake the gloom that nags at 
the corners of my psyche result-
ing from a single death I read 
about recently. A bride-to-be, 
one week away from her wed-
ding, was killed in an auto ac-
cident as she was out running 
errands for her big day. To 
compound the sadness, she was 
a nurse. Th e person who hit 
her wasn’t drunk, wasn’t high, 
wasn’t speeding. Apparently 
some unspecifi ed medical prob-
lem was involved.

Perhaps the accident bothers 
me because it reminds me too 
much of a friend I lost under 
similar circumstances. If I’ve 

shared this story with you al-
ready, I apologize for the repeti-
tion. As the stories I’ve turned 
loose on an unsuspecting and 
unwary public have mounted, 
I can’t really remember which 
ones I’ve told and which ones 
I haven’t.

Anyway, the night before my 
friend’s sister’s wedding, the 
wedding party left the church 
after the rehearsal and headed 
for the rehearsal dinner when 
the car in which my friend was 
riding was struck head-on. He 
was killed as were several mem-
bers of his family.

He and I had a few years 
before shared an assignment 
on an army base in Georgia. 
We had kept in touch over the 
years through Christmas and 
birthday cards. Th at’s how I 
found out he had been killed. 
His widow sent me a Christmas 
card.

Even now, decades later, 
when I think of him, his death 
still bothers me. Most of all, I 
feel for that remarkably sweet 

and pretty widow he left be-
hind. He was a good person, 
like that young bride-to-be I 
suspect. And like those help-
less, innocent children dying 
every day in Africa.

Being an introspective sort, 
I remind myself that nothing is 
guaranteed, that I must make 
the most of today because it’s all 
I have. So what I have around 
me becomes -- for a moment at 
least -- a little more precious. 
My envy of those who are so 
unaware of themselves wanes. 
For a while.

If I ever fi gure myself out, I’ll 
let you know, but don’t count 
on it.

Th e author is a man of a certain 
age who would like to take advan-
tage of his decades of experience to 
suggest that Mr. Walpole’s astute 
quote be amended to read that “life 
is both a tragedy and a comedy” 
since human beings both think and 
feel. Th e measure we receive of each 
ultimately determines whether our 
lives are a blessing or a curse.

Virginia’s individual income tax fi ling, 
payment deadline extended to May 17

Virginia Governor Ralph 
Northam announced Fri-
day that he is directing the 
Department of Taxation 
to extend the individual 
income tax fi ling and pay-

ment deadline in Virginia 
from Saturday, May 1, 2021 
to Monday, May 17, 2021.

Th is extension aligns 
Virginia with the recent 
announcement from the 

WalletHub: Virginia is state with 
15th most Medicaid coverage

Health care is one of the na-
tion’s most pressing issues and 
concerns amid the pandemic and 
with more families struggling to 
make ends meet.

Medicaid has thus become 
more important than ever for 
America’s citizens. It’s a fact that 
some states rely on Medicaid cov-
erage more than others do. To 
find out the states where Medic-
aid is most prevalent, the personal 
finance website WalletHub com-
pared the 50 states across 12 key 
metrics in three overall categories: 
spending, quality, and eligibility 

and enrollment.
The survey results placed Vir-

ginia 15th in the Medicaid peck-
ing order.

The 12 metrics WalletHub 
used were total Medicaid spend-
ing per low-income population, 
the percentage of change in total 
Medicaid spending, the state vs. 
the federal Medicaid contribu-
tion, the state Medicaid spend-
ing as a share of the state budget, 
life expectancy for low-income 
individuals, adult care quality, 
Medicaid denial rate for in-net-
work claims by Healthcare.gov, 

transparency in reporting qual-
ity measures, children Medicaid 
eligibility Level, pregnant women 
Medicaid eligibility level, adults 
Medicaid eligibility level and to-
tal Medicaid enrollment per low-
income population.

According to WalletHub’s sur-
vey, the five states with the most 
Medicaid coverage are Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut. 
The five states with the least Med-
icaid coverage, per WalletHub, are 
South Dakota, Wyoming, Tennes-
see, Oklahoma and Georgia.

United States Depart-
ment of the Treasury and 
the Internal Revenue 
Service that federal in-
come tax fi lings and pay-
ments would be extended 
from Th ursday, April 15, 
2021 to Monday, May 
17, 2021.

“Aligning Virginia’s 
fi ling and payment dead-
line with the federal 

government will provide 
additional fl exibility and 
simplify the process for 
taxpayers,” said Governor 
Northam. “Even with 
this extended deadline, 
we encourage Virginians 
to fi le as soon as possible 
so we can get people the 
refunds they are entitled 
to while also protect-
ing the commonwealth’s 

strong fi scal footing.”
Th is deadline exten-

sion aff ects only indi-
vidual income taxes and 
does not apply to esti-
mated payments. Indi-
viduals who owe taxes 
will need to make pay-
ments by Monday, May 
17, 2021, to avoid pen-
alties. While interest may 
still accrue beyond the 

original deadline, leg-
islation to address this 
issue will be considered 
at April’s reconvened ses-
sion.

“Th is extension should 
provide certainty to tax 
preparers so that we can 
conclude the tax fi ling 
season,” said Secretary 
of Finance Aubrey L. 
Layne, Jr.

Submit letters 
to the editor to 

editor@ourvalley.org
PETS-OF-THE-WEEK

At this time, visits to the Montgomery County Animal Care and Adoption Center 
are limited to one party at a time in the lobby area. Animal areas are not open to the 
public. To schedule an appointment to meet a prospective pet call (540) 382-5795 or 
email animalcenter@montgomerycountyva.gov.

Meet Rogue. In her short time at the 
Animal Care and Adoption Center, she 
has become a staff favorite. She’s very 
much a love bug who enjoys affection 
and attention, giving doggie kisses, 
rolling over for belly rubs, and cuddling 
with her favorite people. She’s very 
friendly, loves treats, and knows some 
commands, including “sit” and “down.”

Black Pearl is quite a gem. She’s a 
sweet young gal who easily stretches 
out to a long slinky feline when she gets 
her favorite head scratches and chin 
rubs. It’s pure delight for her. Black 
Pearl can be a little shy at first but show 
her some affection and she could be 
your purrfect match.

hind trees living in built environments, and 
we spend a lot of time observing, measuring, 
and evaluating trees. In the spring, we get 
into the practice side of the science.”

Ben Stauff er, a junior majoring in forest 
resources management, recognizes the im-
portant role that trees play in enhancing the 
experiences for students.

“Not only are we benefi ting from the 
ecosystems services trees provide, but they 
contribute to the unique aesthetic that the 

campus has,” he said. “Fall foliage is always 
commented on and shared across social me-
dia, and on warm days people all over cam-
pus are sitting beneath the trees or tying slack 
lines to them.”

And sometimes Virginia Tech students 
are among the trees, drilling holes and bolt-
ing limbs and learning more about the work 
of keeping the campus green.

-Written by David Fleming

Campus trees from page 3
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LAND TRANSFERS
James R. King to 

Christina Burke Watty, 
Lot 96, Ph V New River 
Village, Christiansburg, 
$258,000

R Fralin Homes LLC 
to R Fralin Construc-
tion, Inc., Lot 16, The 
Villas on N. Main, Ph 
II, $65,000

Bruce A. Altis to 
Bruce A. Altis, 2.4564 
acres, Shawsville Magis-
terial District

Steven Douglas An-
germann MacKay to 
Lemonia B. Stroumbos, 
Lot 37, Ph II, New River 
Village, Christiansburg, 
$269,900

Beatriz Soles Hernan-
dez to Brian E. Mans-
field, Lot 90, Cambria 
Crossing, Ph II, Chris-
tiansburg, $280,000

Sunwest Trust Inc. to 
Millennium Trust Co., 
LLC, Lot 10, Coal Bank 
Ridge, Mt. Tabor Magis-
terial District

Patricia Jane Nolen 
to Tanner Blanken-
ship, metes and bounds, 
Christiansburg Magiste-
rial District, $275,000

Paula W. Willemann 
to Pravesh Deshmukh, 
Condo unit 800 Ph I, 
University Place, Blacks-
burg, $180,000

Elwood T. Hodnett, 
Jr., to Jill M. Sundie, 
Lot 11, Stroubles Mill, 
Sec IX, Blacksburg, 
$250,000

Kurt Fuge to Dazak 
LLC, Lot 58, Haymar-
ket Square, Sec II, Ph 
II, 2800 Chelsea Ct., 
Blacksburg

Pierre Couture to 
Michael Keith Thomp-
son, Lot 33, Coal Bank 
Ridge, Mt. Tabor Magis-
terial District, $135,000

Robert Michael Bald-
win to Eli Meyer, 1.011 
acres, Parcel B, Prices 
Fork Magisterial Dis-
trict, $218,500

Norma Tomlinson 
Carroll to Martin & 
Martin Investments 
LLC, Lot 3, Edgewood, 
Christiansburg, $12,450

Norma Tomlinson 
Carroll to Martin & 
Martin Investments 
LLC, Lot 4, Edgewood, 
Christiansburg, $12,450

Timrock LLC 
to Dylan Analyti-
cal and Filtration, See 
2005012484, Chris-
tiansburg, $200,000

NW Development, 
Inc., to John Y. Gooch, 
1.2965 acres, Lot 11, 
Village 5, Maple Ridge, 
Blacksburg, $72,000

Absolute Construc-
tion LLC to Stephen 
A. Sowder, 1.312 acres, 
Lot A, Riner Magisterial 
District, $368,000

Jennifer Horne Exor 
Lester to Chelsea Leigh 
McCreight, Lot 15 Ph 
III, White Oak Town-
house, Christiansburg, 
$217,000

Tyris Rentals LLC
R Fralin Construc-

tion, Inc., to Prashant V 
Patel, Lot 16, The Vil-
las on N Main, Ph II, 
$527,245

Ewing Building & Re-
modeling Inc., to Emma 
C. Sparks, 0.5671 acres, 
a part of lot 14, Dud-
ley Village, Sec B, Ri-
ner Magisterial District, 
$260,000

Carol Slonka to Inna 
Kolesnik, condo unit 92, 
Bldg H, Cascades Pointe, 
Blacksburg, $165,000

Allyn G. Suc Turner 
Trust to Maeve E.M. 
Gould, Lot 1, Sec E, Air-
port Acres, Blacksburg, 
$286,000

Brain W. Barger to 
Jeffrey K. Racow, 15.512 
acres, lot 3, Craig and 
Montgomery counties, 
Alleghany Magisterial 
District

Nicholas A. Vevurka 
Trust to Nicholas A. Ve-
burka, 5.003 acres, lot 
82, Ph 3, Indian Run 
Investment, Mt. Tabor 
Magisterial District

Ray Anthony Kingrea 
to Nita Bishop Kingrea, 
4.206 acres, Riner 
Magisterial District, 
$300,000

Donald R. Wallace 
to Donald R. Wallace, 
Jr., ½ acre, metes and 

bounds, Town of La-
fayette, 5309 Historic 
Drive, Elliston

Katherine T. Hemp-
hill to Brush Mountain 
LLC, 10.0193 acres, 
Parcel C, 2520 Poverty 
Creek Rd., Blacksburg

Herbert B. Simpkins 
to Herbert B. Simpkins, 
Lot 2, Sec. 1, Raintree 
Village, Christiansburg, 
425 Rainbow St.,

Herbert B. Simpkins 
to Herbert B. Simpkins, 
Lot 3, Sec. 1, Raintree 
Village, Christiansburg

Randy S. Biddle to 
Paul J. Whittemore, Lot 
146, unit 6, Belmont 
Farms, Christiansburg, 
$295,000

Brittany G. Conner 
to Zane William Whet-
zel, 0.7925 acres, Tract 
B, Shawsville Magisterial 
District, $146,000

Nicholas A. Vevurka 
to Nicholas A. Vevurka 
Trust, 5.003 acres, Lot 
82, Ph 3, Mt Tabor Mag-
isterial District

Alexander L. Mattson 
to Alexander Lee Matt-
son, 0.952 acres, Blacks-
burg

F&B Land LP to R. 
Fralin Construction, 
Inc., Lot 15, Ph VI, 
Kensington Subd, Chris-
tiansburg, $58,000

Michael Kessler to 
Michael Kessler, Lot 2, 
Rolling Hills, Sec IV, Ri-
ner Magisterial District

Wilmar Jean Brammer 
to Charlene Brammer 
Simpkins, Shawsville 
Magisterial District, 
2.094 acres, Den Creek, 
811 Izaak Walton Lane, 
Christiansburg

R. Fralin Construc-
tion, Inc., to Tyler Pierce 
Spahr, Lot 15, Ph VI, 
Kensington Subc, Chris-
tiansburg, $348,860

Thomas R. Shirley III 
to Connor Marie Shir-
ley, Lot 42, Shenandoah 
Subd, Ph I, Blacksburg

David Bower to Re-
becca L. Sandridge, 
6.909 acres, Lot 1, 
Shawsville Magisterial 
District, $29,200

John Mark Carper 
to Howard W. Phillips, 
89.75 acres, Lots 2, 3, 
Riner Magisterial Dis-
trict, $359,000

Reuben Thomas East, 
Jr., to Michael Lynn 
East, 3 parcels, 116.551 
acres, 2.9889 acres, 8.68 
acres, $63,377

Linda H. Kaluk to 
Harrison Kaluk, Lot 
25, Windmill Hills, Sec 
VIII, Christiansburg, 
$170,000

Jeana M. Brooks to 
Jeana M. Brooks, 0.377 
acres, lot 26, Walnut 
Grove, Sec. N

Matthew Duane 
Acord to Garrett Alan 
Williams, 0.783 acres, 
Prices Fork Magisterial 
District, $196,500

Zachary Weller to Sara 
Weller, Lot 25, Highland 
Park #5, Christiansburg

William Exor Haith-
cock to Universal Trad-
ing LLC, $299,950

Golden Triangle De-
velopment LLC to Jen-
nier B. Mackay, Lot 52, 
Reagans Pointe, Chris-
tiansburg, $259,900

Jack B. Shepherd to 
Jimmy S. Martin

Kelly Z. Hall to 
Charles A. Stanislav, Lot 
13, Maple Ridge, Village 
3, Blacksburg, $385,000

Golden Triangle De-
velopment LLC to Re-
nay D. Moore, Lot 
49, Christiansburg, 
$244,900

Snyder-Hunt Com-
pany LLP to Stateson 
Homes LLC, Lot 26 
Clifton Ph II, Chris-
tiansburg, $70,031

Kathryn Kelly to 
Kathryn Kelly Trust, Lot 
6, Windmill Hills, Ph IV

Howard E. Bane, Jr., 
to Howard E. Bane III, 4 
parcels, see legal

Jack B. Shepherd to 
Jimmy S. Martin, 20.224 
acres, Shawsville Magis-
terial District, $60,000

Lee Tilson Strand 
to M&T Development 
LLC, Unit 1, Church 
Street Square, $410,000

Randall D. ingham to 
Kelly Z. Hall, 2 parcels, 

Shawsville Magisterial 
District, $328,000

Southwood Manage-
ment Inc., to Janeanna 
Galli, 0.230 acres, lot A, 
Shawsville Magisterial 
District, $189,900

Saied Mostaghimi 
to Mostaghimi-Pezesh-
kpour Family, 2709 
Chelsea Court, Lot 19, 
Sec I, Ph II, Haymarket 
Square, Blacksburg

Saied Mostaghimi 
to Mostaghimi-Pezesh-
kpour Family, 0.6310 
acres, 1802 Glade Road, 
Blacksburg

Saied Mostaghimi to 
Mostaghimi-Peze shk-
pour Family, Lot 8, Ph 
II, Deerfield PDR, 1097 
Deerfield Dr., Blacks-
burg

Matthew Joseph Be-
lay to Matthew Joseph 
Belay, 1.618 acres, 1790 
Harding Road, Blacks-
burg, Mt. Tabor Magis-
terial District

Matthew Joseph Be-
lay to Whistle Pig LLC, 
1.4785 Harding acres, 
Harding Rd., 1836 Har-
ding Road, Blacksburg, 
Mt. Tabor Magisterial 
District

Matthew Joseph Belay 
to Whistle Pig LLC, 3.5 
acres, parcel A. 3262 Mt. 
Tabor Road, Blacksburg, 
Mt. Tabor Magisterial 
District

Janet L. Donahue to 
Janet Lee Hansberry Do-
nahue Trust, 1.903 acres, 
2722 Bunny Trail Drive, 
Blacksburg, Mt. Tabor 
Magisterial District

Jonathan D. Weston 
Trust to Jonathan D. 
Weston, 7.27 acres, 
4614 Mountain Pride 
Rd., Hiwassee, Va.

Barbara T. Duncan to 
Barbara T. Duncan, Lot 
2

Victor Dicenzo to 
William J. Trent, 0.041 
acres, lot 22, Hunters 
Ridge Ph II Christians-
burg, $142,500

Sisson & Ryan Inc., 
to Long Hollow LLC, 
60.095 acres, Shawsville 
Magisterial District, 
$5,000

Kevin Hynes to Hokie 
House LLC, Condo unit 
1210-C, Ph VII, Univer-
sity Village, $215,250

David K. Wright to 
Alexander Proutey, 1.35 
acres, lot 15A Mt. Ta-
bor Magisterial District, 
$215,000

Suzanne M. Miles to 
James L. Miles, 2 par-
cels, lots 10, 11

Mark A. Boyd to Al-
exander Wilkens, lot 
11, Henley Place, Ph 
II, Christiansburg, 
$166,000

Herbert T. Albert to 
Nathan Balls, 1.692 
acres, Prices Fork Magis-
terial District, $175,000

John R. McAden to 
F&B Land LP, 8.172 
acres, Kensington Ph I

Richard M. Wright to 
RW Management LC

Adrienna Andersch 
to Jeremy Counts, Lot 
67, Windsor Estates, 
Ph III, Christiansburg, 
$331,000

William Jeffrey Gard-
ner to Cynthia D. 
Moore, 0.476 acres, lot 
2A Christiansburg

Bruce C. Morris to 
Harless Properties LLC, 
Lot 130, Johnston Hts 
Subdv, Christiansburg

Jacob Adam Hall to 
Christina L. Hall, Lot 
12, Belmont Est., Sec 1, 
Riner Magisterial Dis-
trict

Christina L. Hall to 
Gloria E. Mullins, Lot 
12, Belmont Est., Sec 1, 
Riner Magisterial Dis-
trict, $220,000

Brian Y. Lattimer to 
Benjamin Matthews, Lot 
20, Sec IX, Stroubles 
Mill, $580,000

Lois Baker Bailey to 
Carl D. Farmer, Jr.,

Richard Dale Lang-
ford Trust to Richard 
Dale Langford, Lot 10, 
Windsong Hts, Sec I, 
Christiansburg

Golden Triangle Dev-
lopment LLC to Mary 
Ann Thuesen, Lot 35, 
Reagans Pointe, Chris-
tiansburg, $259,900

Kenneth E. Burton to 

Jason M. Ronan, Lot 4, 
Sec I, Round Meadow 
Country Club, Riner 
Magisterial District, 
$380,000

Mary Ann Weimer 
Lentz to Blacksburg 
Homestay.com LLC, 2 
parcels, Blackburg

Thomas A. poole to 
Mary Ann Weimer Lentz 
Trust, 2 parcels, lot 22, 
Knob Hill and parcel A, 
Blacksburg

Keelan Utzinger to 
Ashleigh S. Utzinger 
Trust, 2.337 acres, new 
lot D, Mt. Tabor Magis-
terial District

Donald Bruce Gar-
rison Trust to Linda M. 
Garrison Trust

Harless Street LLC 
to Smith Creek Proper-
ties LLC, Lots 13, 14 
and portions of vacated 
streets, Christiansburg, 
$329,900

Herb Smith Inc., to 
Jacob Seth Radford, Lot 
11, Shawsville, 7090 
Roanoke Rd, Shawsville, 
$195,000

Robert E. Magee Jr. 
Trust to Mildred Noell 
Owen, condo unit 30-
3, ph 13, sec 2, Villas 
at Peppers Ferry, Chris-
tiansburg, $340,000

George C. Anderson 
to NRVR Properties 
LLC, 0.416 acres, Ri-
ner Magisterial District, 
$109,500

Stateson Homes LLC 
to Dana Beth Calvert Lot 
25, ph II, Clifton, Chris-
tiansburg, $567,055

Joseph and Barbara 
Straub Living to Ameri-
can Eagle Enterprise 
LLC, 2 parcels, lots 
5,6,7,8,26,27,28, Cal-
houn & Miller addition, 
$100,000

Kirk C. Pearce to 
Alius Joseph Meilus, Lot 
11 Ph VIII, Oak Tree 
Townhomes, Christians-
burg, $205,000

Raymond A. Dowe to 
CMH Homes Inc., 1.67 
acres Shawsville Magis-
terial District, $60,000

Katherine V. Hubbard 
to Katherine V. Hubbard 
Trust, 40.425 acres, par-
cel 2, metes and bounds, 
Piney Woods Rd., Riner

Sunilkumar R. Parmar 
to Ana G. Lazo-Jones, 
Lot 14, ph. 1, Fox Hol-
low, Christiansburg, 
$305,000

Robert H. Yopp to 
Gregory A. Walters, 
2 tracts, metes and 
bounds, Raines Rd., El-
liston, $8,335

Gregory A. Walters 
to Gregory A. Walters, 
83,4989 acres, Raines 
Rd., Elliston

Gregory A. Walters 
to Susan Mara, 35.7845 
acres, Raines Rd. Ellis-
ton

Gregory A. Walters 
to Roger D. Deweese, 
23.8540 acres, Raines 
Rd., Elliston

James M. Successor 
Gaines Trust to Gaines 
Mountain LLC, High-
land Park 2 lot 74, 
Blacksburg

James M. Successor 
Gaines Trust to Gaines 
Mountain LLC, W/S Pov-
erty Creek, Blacksburg

Walter A. Sandberg 
to Walter A. Sandberg, 
New River Village ph I, 
Lot 19, 120 Tula Circle, 
Christiansburg

Michael B. Shaw to 
Michael B. Shaw Trust, 
Knob Hill, Sec V, Lot 
8, 707 Knob Hill Drive, 
Blacksburg

Michael C. Lambusta 
to Michael Hazuda, Lot 
6, Preserve at Walnut 
Creek, Shawsville Magis-
terial District, $326,000

Eric G. Noonkester to 
Khristoher Searl Beagley, 
2.4025 acres, Mt. Ta-
bor Magisterial District, 
$135,000

Karen C. Lynn to 
Karen L. Forshay, 1,195 
acres, Prices Fork Magis-
terial District

Mark A. Ratcliffe to 
Oaks LLC, Lot 6, Au-
burn Magisterial Dis-
trict, $73,000

Kipps Farms LLC 
to Kipps Farms Hom-
eowners Association, 3 
parcels: 2.640, 33.428, 
1.151 acres, Kipps Farms 
Subdv., Blacksburg

Joseph R. Sheppard 
to Justin R. Sheppard, 
7.542 acres, Prices Fork 
Magisterial District

Snyder Hunt Com-
pany LLP to Stateson 
Homes LLC, Lot 28 
Clifton, Ph II, Chris-
tiansburg, $70,031

Glada Reed Luckadoo 
to Billy D. Massie, 0.005 
acres, adjusted area C 
and 0.019 acres, adjust-
ed area D, 1480 Pine St., 
Christiansburg

Billy D. Massie to 
Billy D. Massie, 0.013 
acres, adjusted area A, 
0.037 acres, adjusted 
area B, Starlight Dr. SE 
Christiansburg

Billy D. Massie to Sal-
ly Shumate, 0.281 acres, 
new area, Christians-
burg, Pine Street

Starlight MHP LLC 
to Billy D. Massie, 2 
tracts, 1.265 acres, ad-
justed area B and 0.065 
acres, adjusted area 
A, Starlight Drive SE, 
Christiansburg

Jessica Manese Lacson 
to Jessica M. Lacson, Lot 
9, Kessler Park, Sec III 
Blacksburg

Henry Y. Ingram II 
to Michael D. Lett, 
Tract 71, Sec II, Laurel 
Ridge Subdv, Prices Fork 
Magisterial District, 
$420,000

Elizabeth A. Flanagan 
to Emory M. Hodges, 
metes and bounds, Mt. 
Tabor Magisterial Dis-
trict, $925,000

Grant Realty LLC to 
Glenn R. Reynolds, Lot 
6, Emerald Place Town-
homes, Ph III, Blacks-
burg, $230,000

John O. Butler to El-
liston Land Co., 0.310 
acres, Christiansburg, 
$2,000

Thomas I. Peterson 
to Stephanie W. Peter-
son, Lot 15, Sec 7, Craig 
Mtn., Christiansburg

Steven Santiago Flores 
Munoz to Steven Santia-
go Flores Munoz

Derek Alston Lucas to 
Derek Alston Lucas

Warren S. Neily to 

Adrian Yocum, 2 parcels, 
Riner Magisterial Dis-
trict, $29,700

Tawni Michon Para-
dise to Gary Silverman, 
Lot 7 Ph II, Mt. Tabor 
Meadows Subdv, Blacks-
burg, $556,275

Phala L. Shepheard 
to Sue N. Clements, 2 
parcels, 1/2 acre and 14 
acre, Shawsville Magiste-
rial District, 7145 Cove 
Hollow Rd, Elliston, 
$42,000

Randall Douglas 
Gaynor Trust to Julie 
M. Gerdes, lot 17 and 7 
feet of lot 18, blk 6, Mtn 
View Estates 2, Blacks-
burg, $295,500

Randall J. Reese to 
Randall J. Reese, 3.850 
acres, Mt. Tabor Magis-
terial District

Grant Realty LLC to 
Klaudia Joanna Kanska, 
Lot 64, Sec II Ph II, Hay-
market Sq., Townhouses, 
Blacksburg, $265,000

Catherine S. Stacy 
Trust to Catherine S. 
Stacy, 1.478 acres, Oil-
well Rd., Prices Fork 
Magisterial District

Ashley Jo Slagel-Perry 
to Ashley Jo Slagel-Perry, 
Lot 4, Apperson Park, 
Sec 2

David A. Bower to 
Frank Eugene Price, 
13.920 acres, Riner 
Magisterial District, 
$49,000Kenneth D. Far-
rar to Nelson Douglas 
Farrar, 0.407 acres, lot 
19, Riner Magisterial 
District

Chin Chung Hsu to 
Chin Chung Hsy, 0.141 
acres, lot 47-B, Ph IIA, 
The Village at Toms 
Creek, $383,000

Golden Triangle De-
velopment LLC to Wil-
liam L. Neeley, Lot 36, 
Reagans Pointe, Chris-
tiansburg, $289,900

Brandon Lee Fancher 
to Elizabeth M. Pines, 
Lot 92, Deercroft, Ph V, 
Mt. Tabor Magisterial 
District, $595,000

Deanna Wimmer Al-
exander Estate to Old 
School Properties NRV 
LLC, Condo unit 104, 
Chowning Place, Ph I, 
$130,000

Thomas S. Barros to 
DBR LLC, 0.046 acres, 
lot 9, Hunters Ridge, 
Ph II, Riner Magisterial 
District, $161,500

Common Ground 
Properties LLC to Ben-
jamin E. Smith, Lot 
53, Belmont Estates, 
sec. II, Christiansburg, 
$235,000

Laura J. Meyer to 
Joseph Stephen Meyer 
IV, 1.615 acres, see inst 
2008000079, $99,000

Lawrence J. Ball to 
Kevin Lawrence Ball, 
Lot 72, Blacksburg 
Country Club Estates, 
Sec III, Mt. Tabor Mag-
isterial District

Jeanette H. Wade to 
Jeanette H. Wade, Lot 
58, Eastern one-half of 
Lot 59, Oakwood Subdv, 
Christiansburg

Linda B. Palmer Trust 
to EFW Jr. LLC, 2.5 
acres, Riner Magisterial 

See Land Transfers, page 6
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to Jeffery F. Dankof, Lot 
18, Ph II, Vistavia, Chris-
tiansburg, $185,000

Simandhar LLC to 
Town of Christiansburg, 
0.006 acres, $5,700

Terri E. Wilson to 
Kayla B. Edwards, Par-
cel 3, see 2010008001, 
$105,000

Robert E. Linkous 
to Mark D. Smith II, 
13.367 aces, parcel C, 
Mt. Tabor Magisterial 
District

Stateson Homes LLC 
to Amber R. Vargas, Lot 
91, Clifton Ph I, Chris-
tiansburg, $281,390

Jason Paul Austin to 
Jason Paul Austin, Lot 
67, Ph VII, Oak Tree 
Townhouses, Christians-
burg

Mark Fitchett to 
Timothy Scott Pratt, 71 
acres, Shawsville Magis-
terial District, $90,000

Melinda R. Exor Simp-
kins to Susan R. Keen, 
Lot 8A, ph II, White 
Oaks containing 0.1261 
acres, Christiansburg, 
$166,000

Quing Li to Huafeng 
Zhao, 0.230 acres, lot 8, 
Blacksburg, $362,500

Elizabeth D. Gillis-
Robinson to Robert A. 
Whitlock, Lot 9, Echols 
Village Subdv, Ph I, 
Blacksburg, $300,000

Abdul Rahim Rahimi 
to Michael G. Creque, 
Condo unit 102, Ph I, 
Patrick Henry Place, 
Blacksburg, $177,900

F&B Land LP to R. 
Fralin Construction Inc., 
Lot 14, Ph VI, Kensing-
ton Subdv, Christians-
burg, $58,000

Izel Fourie Sorensen 
to Heidi Toria Mock, 
Lot 36, ph III, Haymar-
ket Square Townhouses, 
Blacksburg, $237,000

Melanie S. Sontheimer 
to Marion Somtheimer, 
condo unit 405 Kent 
Square

APFI Inc., LLC to 
Haribabu Kapirebby, 
condo unit 812, Univer-
sity Pl II, Christiansburg, 
$185,000

Michael Paul Belcher 
to Michael Paul Belcher

Robert C. Williams to 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Copies and format

information

Prepared testimony 
and exhibits

Copies and format

Martin J. Dowd, 1.0643 
acres, lot 1, Blacksburg, 
$442,000

Jimmie R. Salyers to 
Jimie R. Salyers, 1.167 
acres,115 Lester St., 
Christiansburg

Marie Hunt to John 
Johnston, 1 and 1/2 
acres, Prices Fork Mag-
isterial District, $15,000

Indigo Road Invest-
ments LLC to Shah De-
velopment LLC, 1 parcel 
containing 6.4 aces, Ph 
VIII, Christiansburg, 
$500,000

Katherine Bissett to 
Katherine Bissett,l 1.01 
acres, Christiansburg

Barney E. Mecom 
to Ernest Fulop, 1.128 
acres, lot 81, Heritage Pl, 
Ph IV-A, Riner Magiste-
rial District, $435,000

Federal National 
Mortgage Association to 
Charles Kyle Hubbard, 
Lot 62, Viewland, Sec 3, 
$266,250

R Fralin Construction, 
Inc., to James Hungate, 
Lot 14, Ph VI, Kensing-
ton Subdv, Christians-
burg, $339,947

Christopher J. Fazio 
to Christopher J. Fazio, 
Lot 72 Sec IX, Northside 
Park, Blacksburg

Larkin W. Fields to 
Kathryn L. Backus, Lot 
49, Ph II-A, Village at 
Toms Creek, Blacksburg 
$363,000

Francine M. An-
derson to Michael F. 
Craun, Condo J, Bldg A, 
Park Place, Blacksburg, 
$150,000

Nicholas J. Littier 
to Aja Helena Eddins, 
lot 14, Westover Hills, 
sec III, Blacksburg, 
$315,000

Deeds Transfer Upon 
Death

Wilmar Jean Bram-
mer to Charles Bram-
mer Simpkins, 811 Izaak 
Walton Lane, Chris-
tiansburg, 2.094 acres 
Den Creek, Shawsville 
Magisterial District

Thomas R. Shirley III 
to Connor Marie Shir-
ley, lot 42, Shenandoah 
subdv., Ph I, Blacksburg

Thomas A. Poole to 
Mary Ann Weimer Lentz 
Trust, 2 parcels, lot 22 
Knob Hill and parcel A, 
Blacksburg

Keelan Utzingr to 
Ashleigh S. Utzinger 
Trust, 2.337 acres, new 
lot D, Mt. Tabor Magis-
terial District

Walter A. Sandberg 
to Waltr A. Sandberg, 
New River Village, ph 1, 
lot 19, 120 Tula Cirlce, 
Christiansburg

will increase in the fall, and that 
off -campus students will be per-
mitted to purchase meal plans if 
desired. Again, specifi c capacity 
and the number of meal plans 
sold to off -campus students will 
be determined by state regula-

tions and public health guide-
lines in place at the start of the 
school year.

“As we prepare for the fall, it 
is imperative that we continue 
to prioritize the wellbeing of our 
community by complying with 

all health and safety protocols,” 
Clarke said. “I anticipate that by 
adhering to this commitment we 
will have the opportunity to re-
store the in-person instructional 
experiences that are so meaning-
ful to faculty and students.”

Sands said, “Few could have 
predicted how the global pan-
demic would turn all our lives 
upside down this past year. But 
Hokie Nation showed its re-
siliency once again and came 
together to fi gure out how we 

would move forward in the face 
of extreme challenges. Despite 
much diffi  culty and disappoint-
ment, we found our path for-
ward, helping our students take 
the important steps necessary to 
earn a Virginia Tech degree.”

secondary education, help them 
obtain a job, and get them started 
on a solid career path. 

“We are very excited about 
students gaining more knowl-
edge of business correspondence, 
resume writing, employment 
interviewing skills, public speak-
ing, telephone techniques, job 
shadowing, responsibility and de-
cision-making,” said Davis. “We 
also specifi cally focus on academic 
remediation, which is considered 
one-on-one tutoring in any aca-
demic subject.

Davis says he works with each 

student to create an individual-
ized plan for success. 

“We then focus on the class 
with the lowest performance and 
work towards bringing that grade 
up or fi nding the root of the prob-
lem,” he said. “Students are expect-
ed to report to class fi rst and ask 
their teacher if it is okay to meet 
with me and/or a team member.”

Davis said the program is in its 
earliest stages, so it is an evolving 
situation.

“Th is is something new and 
we are always accepting feedback 
and opinions to better our pro-

gram.” he said. “It is our belief 
that this program will be benefi -
cial to the students in helping to 
prepare them to enter the labor 
force upon graduation. It will also 
be benefi cial to the local business 
community by providing better 
prepared employees for the local 
companies.”

"Th e JVG program has already 
had a positive eff ect on student 
motivation and achievement,” 
said Jamie Little, education spe-
cialist for Radford City Schools. 
“Th is is in large part due to Mr. 
Davis and the relationships he's 

formed with the JVG students. 
Mr. Davis is the perfect person 
to serve in the specialist role. He's 
sharp, hard-working, organized, 
and has a huge heart for the stu-
dents. He wants to see the JVG 
students succeed, and more im-
portantly, he motivates them to 
want to succeed themselves."

Dr. Margaret Sproule is also a 
member of the RHS team work-
ing with the JVG program.

“We are really excited to have 
JVG at Radford High School,” 
said Sproule. “Th is grant has al-
lowed us to expand what we 

already had in place and reach 
more students. Th ere is so much 
support built into this program to 
help students succeed.”

“We are being intentional in 
meeting them where they are, 
helping them do what they need 
to do to graduate, and guiding 
them to their next steps,” Sproule 
said.. “It's really a lot of fun to be 
able to engage with the group and 
help generate this excitement for 
life after high school.  Certainly, 
there's no short-cut to success, 
but I think the students are seeing 
success in the process.”

Fall from page 1

JVG program from page 1

District, $177,000
Barnard Chestnut, 

Sr., to Guy R. Chestnut, 
multiple lots, see legal

David A. Kelly, Sr., to 
Walter W. Skoch III, Lot 
24, Coal Bank Ridge, 
Mt. Tabor Magisterial 
District, $86,500

Henry S. Keuling-
Stout to Roanoke Valley 
4-Wheelers Association, 
2 tracts, 30.7107 acres 
and 27 acres, Elliston, 
Mt. Tabor Magisterial 
District, $56,000

Jared Gragg to Scott 
Barnette Jr., Lot 92, 
Vistavia, Ph IV, Chris-
tiansburg, $286,000

Tyler P. Spahr to 
Richard L. Mayo III, 
Lot 25, Cambria Cross-
ing, Ph I, Christians-
burg, $250,000

Mark F. Walker to Sue 
L. Hoffman

SB Holdings LLC to 
Christopher B. Wright, 
Lot 5, Demaury Lots, 
Shawsville Magisterial 
District, $177,500

Atlantic Union Bank 
to Progress Street Build-
ers, Inc., 0.955 acres, lot 
42, Heritage Place, ph 
III, Riner Magisterial 
District, $54,950

Diana Jones to Ross 
S. Van Winkle, Lot 25, 
Brush Mtn Estates, Ph 
II, Mt Tabor Magisterial 
District, $440,000

Freddie A. Walers 
to Christina M. Da-
vis, 4.3925 acres, lot 2, 
Childress Estates, Chris-
tiansburg, $390,000

Glynn C. Lopresti 
to Glynn C. Lopresti, 
Lot 6, Woodland Park 
Subdv, 620 Woodland 
Drive, Blacksburg

Glynn C. Lopresti to 
Stall Ventures LLC, Lot 
6 Woodland Park Subd, 
620 Woodland Drive, 
Blacksburg

Michael M. Moyer to 
Mark Umansky, 0.465 
acres, lots 55, 56, Prices 
Fork Magisterial Dis-
trict, $610,000

Harold Wayne Bishop 

grace of god, all seven buff alo 
had minds and thoughts like hu-
man beings. Burri was very strict 
in nature and brutal in behavior. 
She would kill all the animals in 
the forest and even the humans.

“One day Burri rampaged 
a nearby village and killed sev-
eral children playing there. Th is 
caused panic among all the vil-
lagers, who the next day gath-
ered and prayed to the Goddess 
Adi Shakti (the Earth Goddess). 
Adi Shakti erupted from the 
earth and fought Burri buff alo. 
Th e fi ght lasted several days, but 
at last the goddess tore the evil 

buff alo’s stomach and killed her.
“But from out of her stomach 

emerged two strong demons: 
Dooda Rakas and his wife, Doo-
da Rakshin. Dooda Rakas has 
only one powerful eye, which 
can see several miles into the dis-
tance. 

Th e two demons ran away to 
another village and demolished 
everyone and everything they 
encountered on the way. Th ey 
killed hundreds and thousands 
of humans, and also tortured any 
animal and human they saw.

“Once again the people 
prayed to Goddess Adi Shakti 

for help. She appeared before 
them and advised that they pray 
to Narayan Dev (the Lord Vish-
nu) for his help. As instructed 
by Adi Shakti, the village elders 
gathered at Teen Dhar (the con-
fl uence of three rivers), and there 
the gunia (tribal priest) prayed 
to Narayan Dev. Th ey pledged 
to off er a boar, a hen and liquor 
to the God Narayan Dev if he 
would kill the demons Dooda 
Rakas and Raksin.

“Narayan appeared and 
fought with the demons, chang-
ing his forms to do so: from hu-
man to bull, and then as a horse, 

and then at last—in the form of a 
boar—he killed the two demons. 
Th e villagers were happy and cel-
ebrated the end of the suff ering 
by off ering to Narayan Dev a 
boar, chickens and whatever they 
had. Th ey lived happily together, 
and every three years thereafter 
they celebrated and worshipped 
the Goddess Adi Shakthi and 
the God Narayan Dev, who is a 
god of Gond tribals of Madhya 
Pradesh in present times as well.”

In addition to Pablo Picasso 
and Andy Warhol, ARTGAWK 
includes works from renowned 
artists such as Honoré Daumier, 

Adolf Dehn, Urmila Devi, Jim 
Dine, Gustave Doré, Audrey 
Flack, Dorothy Gillespie, Gua-
dalupe González Ríos, Francisco 
Goya, Jasper Johns, Käthe Koll-
witz, Elaine de Kooning, Harold 
Little, Dinh Luc, Aristide Mail-
lol, Joan Miró, Robert Moth-
erwell, Robert Rauschenberg, 
Georges Rouault, Frank Stella, 
Alison Weld and James Abbott 
McNeil Whistler.

Museum hours for the exhi-
bition are Monday through Fri-
day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday from noon to 4 p.m. 
through April 17.

ARTGAWK from page 1
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BAG 
A GREAT 

DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place 
your ad, 

call 389-9355

Auctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Buy

Wanted 

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Accounting 
Manager in  
Elliston, VA

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Now Hiring 
Dishwasher at the 
Swinging Bridge 

Restaurant in Paint 
Bank. 

Melissa@paintbank 
generalstore.com

WANTED 

LEGAL NOTICE 
Tyler Avenue/East Main 

Street Connector   
Phase 1 

City of Radford 
Notice of Public Review 

Legals - 
Montgomery County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000326-00 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

NOTICE: 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

PUBLIC NOTICE 

jpa.permits@mrc.virginia. 
gov

Legals - City of 
Radford

Public Notice  
Environmental 

Permit 

https://attendee.gotowebina
r.com/register/42211662898
85215758

https://attendee.gotowebina
r.com/register/59645046478
86944270

www.deq.virginia.gov
/permits-regulations/public-
notices/land-protection 

Legals - City of 
Radford

www.deq.virginia.gov

Ashby.Scott@deq.virginia. 
gov

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Tuesday, March 30, 2021, 
at 7:00 p.m.

6:15 
p.m.

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation Now:

(866) 982-2260

IT’S TIME TO LOVE
YOUR KITCHEN AGAIN

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. 
Must purchase 5+ Classic/

Designer Shelves. 

EXP 3/31/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

AUCTIONS 

AUCTION ALERT! ACCEPT-
ING CONSIGNMENTS! Con-
struction Equipment and 
Trucks | Selling for VDOT, 
Contractors, Lending In-
stitutions and Other Con-
signors. Motleys Industrial 
| motleyindustrial.com | 
804-486-4550 | VAL16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   
Advertise your upcom-
ing auctions statewide 
and in other states.   Af-
fordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 
Installed w/Free Trim Wrap 
Call 804-739-8207 Siding, 
Roofi ng, Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and con-

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

ditions. 1-877-636-0738

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off  Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net 

LIVESTOCK SALES

G&E Virginia Premium As-
sured Heifer/Cow Sale. 
March 27th, 2021 12:00 
noon. G&E Test Center 
Gretna, VA. Call George 
Winn at 434-489-4458.

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:   Adver-
tise your listings region-

ally or statewide. Aff ord-
able Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results! 
Call Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services  804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost.
WILLS $195.00. No
court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Mem-
ber.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No
medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other fi -
nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

MAKE AN

“A”
IN ADVERTISING!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355
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With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset. 

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com
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Radford Sports
Blacksburg loses to 
Hidden Valley 22-0

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
After catching a pass in the middle of the Titan defense, Blacksburg’s Addison Bass 
makes a cut up field against Hidden Valley.

Blacksburg’s Stephen Ritenour celebrates an interception against Hidden Valley 
during the second quarter of Friday night’s game. Despite playing tough defense 
against the Titans throughout the game, Blacksburg lost 22-0 at home.

Blacksburg’s Reed Kirk returns a failed Hidden Valley field goal attempt. Despite the 
long return, Kirk would be tackled by the Titans to end the first half.

Glenvar slides 
by Radford 16-14

PHOTOS BY BRYANT ALTIZER
Radford’s Allen Hamblin tackles a Glenvar player on a punt return in Saturday’s 
16-14 loss.

Radford senior Alex Kanipe leaps to bat down a Glenvar pass.

P.J. Prioleau hauls in a 70-yard touchdown pass late in the fourth quarter, but it 
was not enough as Glenvar scored late to take the 16-14 win.

Game previews: Week 
5 as season nears end

Th e short spring football season is 
quickly coming to an end.

Th is week is critical for Christiansburg 
and Auburn, who are still in the hunt for 
a postseason appearance. Only the four 
top teams in each region make the play-
off s.

Coming into the week, Christiansburg 
was sixth in points in the region, .5 points 
behind Magna Vista with Lord Botetourt 
fi rst, Carroll County second, Abingdon 
third and Cave Spring fourth.

In Class 1C, Auburn is sixth just .2 
points behind Eastern Montgomery and 
George Wythe. Galax and Narrows are 
tied for fi rst and Grayson is third.

Games this week:
Floyd (1-3) at Radford (3-1)
Last week: Glenvar rallied to down 

Radford 16-14 in the battle of Th ree 
River District foes. Zane Rupe threw a 
70-yard touchdown to P.J. Prioleau who 
returned from an injury.

In the common opponent, Floyd lost 
34-0 to Glenvar.

Prediction: Radford 38, Floyd 12.
Cave Spring at Christiansburg (1-3)

Last week: Christiansburg fell 41-21 
to Patrick Henry. Th e Blue Demons 
scored 21 points in the second quarter 
to tie the ball game, but failed to fi nd 
the end zone in the second half. MJ 
Hunter, who played multi-positions 
in the contest, rushed 14 times for 90 
yards. Kenyon Johnson-Buchannon 
added 54 yards on 12 carries while 
Christian Cunningham had 67 yards on 
nine runs. Th e two latter running backs 
each scored a touchdown. Travis Altizer 
had Christiansburg’s other score on a 
52-yard reception. Th e defense gave up 
468 total yards to PH.

Cave Spring lost 63-7 to River Ridge 
District power Salem. Cave managed 
only 64 yards of total off ense.

Prediction: Christiansburg 27, Cave 
Spring 24.

Galax (4-0) at Auburn (1-3)
Last week: Auburn ran into a buzz saw 

in a 38-6 loss to George Wythe. Auburn 
has been outscored 132- 71 this season.

Galax shut out Carroll County 40-0 
as Cole Pickett passed for 164 yards and 
two touchdowns while adding 91 yards 
on the ground on seven carries with two 
more scores.

Prediction: Galax 34, Auburn 10.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Hokies advance in NCAA Tournament 
with 70-63 defeat of Marquette

SAN ANTONIO – Behind 23 points 
from Elizabeth Kitley, the seventh-seed-
ed Virginia Tech women's basketball 
team defeated 10th-seeded Marquette 
70-63 Sunday at Straham Coliseum in 
the fi rst round of the NCAA Tourna-
ment.

Th e Hokies (15-9) advanced to the 
second round of the tournament and 
were to play fi fth-seeded Baylor Tuesday 
at 7 p.m.

Kitley (11 of 19 shooting) was steady 
all afternoon, giving the Hokies a cush-
ion early and helping maintain momen-
tum later in the game when the Golden 
Eagles made a run. 

After Aisha Sheppard's transition la-
yup at 7:32 in the fourth gave the Hok-
ies a 15-point lead, Marquette coun-
tered with their best off ensive stretch of 
the game, hitting all four of their 3's in 
a 90 second span to cut the lead to just 
three. 

Th e Hokies closed the game out on 
the free throw line, with Cayla King and 
Azana Baines each knocking down a 

pair free throws.
Baines joined Kitley in double fi gures 

with 15 and Georgia Amoore added 13 
as the Hokies advanced to the Second 
Round for the eighth time in program 
history.

GAME NOTES
•Virginia Tech is now 1-0 against 

Marquette.
•Kenny Brooks' record moves to 

101-58 at Virginia Tech and 438-180 in 
his career.

•Tech is 3-1 all-time on March 21.
•Th e starting lineup of Georgia 

Amoore, Aisha Sheppard, Cayla King, 
Azana Baines and Elizabeth Kitley ac-
counted for 63 points.

IN THE RECORD BOOKS
•Kitley's 11 fi eld goals is a new pro-

gram mark in the NCAA Tournament
•Kitley became just the fourth Hokie 

ever to record 40 minutes on the fl oor in 
the competition.

•Virginia Tech is now 10-9 all-time 
in 10 appearances in the NCAA Tour-
nament.
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Radford Branch

50 West Main Street

Radford, VA

540.731.1102

Member FDIC

THE SWITCH 
 IS ON!
Up to $250 Cash Bonus* 

for New Customers.

Ready to switch to better banking? 

Open an eligible new personal checking account** by May 28 and within the first three consecutive full 
statement cycles: 
 • Earn $100 when you make a recurring qualified direct deposit totaling $2,000 or more each month. 
 • Earn $100 when you make at least 10 qualifying debit card transactions each month.

Do both and it’s $250!

Make the switch today! Offer only available for accounts opened at these branches. 

Use Code: SWITCH

Atlantic Union Bank Checking Account Perks
 • Contactless Debit Cards
 • Mobile and Online Banking
 •   Debit Card Controls to turn on and off your card

*Cash Bonus Terms and Conditions:

(#1) open a new eligible personal checking account** by May 28, 2021, AND (#2) set up a recurring qualified direct deposit totaling $2,000 or more each month for the three consecutive full 
statement cycles (months) immediately following the account opening date AND (#3) conduct at least 10 point-of-sale debit card transactions (ATM transactions excluded) each month for 
the three consecutive full statement cycles (months) immediately following the account opening date. If you satisfy all of the above requirements, you will receive a $250 cash bonus. Satisfy 
(#1) AND either (#2) or (#3), get a $100 cash bonus.

Offer is not valid if you have had an Atlantic Union Bank checking account, or have received any Atlantic Union Bank cash bonus offer within the last 12 months. Limit one cash bonus offer 
per new customer and account. Bonus may not be combined with any other offers. Atlantic Union Bank reserves the right to alter the terms of the promotion or end it at any time. All 
accounts are subject to approval. 

Cash Bonus Payment: The cash bonus will be deposited in your account within 30 calendar days after all terms of the offer are met. Your checking account must be open and in good 
standing to receive cash bonus award. Cash bonus value will be reported to IRS as taxable income.

**Eligible personal checking account includes Free Checking, ThankU Checking, Loyalty Checking or Preferred Checking.

Associated press names Aisha Sheppard to its All-American team
Senior guard Aisha 

Sheppard became just the 
fourth Hokie and the fi rst 
since 1999 to be named 
to an All-American team 
when the Associated Press 
last Wednesday named 
her an honorable mention 
All-American.

A unanimous All-ACC 

First Team selection, 
Sheppard scored 20 or 
more points in nine con-
tests this season, second-
most behind ACC Player 
of the Year Dana Evans, 
and, like Evans, she scored 
in double fi gures in every 
regular season contest 
prior to playing the con-

ference tournament in 
Greensboro. 

Th e Alexandria native 
averaged 18.3 points per 
game and hit 85 3-point-
ers, breaking her own 
school record for most in 
a single season. Her career 
total of 304 treys ranks 
fi rst in Virginia Tech his-

tory and is eighth all-time 
for an ACC player. Shep-
pard's 1,423 points is the 
eighth-most by a Hokie. 

 She also had a career 
season in terms of free 
throw shooting (79 of 93) 
and assists when she aver-
aged a career-high 3.1 per 
contest.

PHOTO BY SAM STUKEL, U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Some tactics for spring crappie success
OUTDOOR REPORT

Is there an angler alive 
who doesn’t thrill to the 
sight of a bobber twitch-
ing, then slowly descend-
ing out of sight as a crap-
pie nails the minnow 
below?

Bass and trout may 
be the “glamor” species, 
but for Virginia fi sher-
men, the crappie is king. 
Th ere’s little cause for 
wonder why. Crappies 
are plentiful throughout 
the state, from reservoirs 
in the western mountains 
to tidewater rivers and 
blackwater lakes in the 
east. And they’re almost 
always willing to bite.

While they can be 
caught year-round, most 
anglers feel there’s no 
fi ner time to go after these 
speckled silver, white, and 
black panfi sh than spring. 
Th at’s when the fi sh gath-
er in dense schools before 
swarming into the shal-
lows to spawn near fl ood-
ed brush, timber, dock 
pilings and beaver huts.

When the redbuds 
bloom and turkeys gobble 

from ridge tops, crappies 
shake themselves out of 
their winter doldrums 
and move towards shore, 
stirring deep roots within 
the hearts of anglers. Th e 
fi shing season is going full 
bore once again. It’s time 
to catch crappies.

Also known as speck-
led perch, crappies are 
great fi sh for family out-
ings, biting more readily 
than species such as bass, 
muskies, and trout. Th at 
makes them the perfect 
choice for someone new 
to the sport of angling, 
young or old.

Crappies are deli-
cious when fried, baked, 
or broiled. Even a half-
pounder yields two small 
but tasty fi lets. Since a 
female can expel over 
50,000 eggs, there’s no 
worry about keeping a 
few fi sh for the pan.

Virginia’s lakes and 
rivers are home to both 
black and white crap-
pies. Identifying the two 
is easy. Black crappies 
have a deeper body than 

whites and a high, arched 
back. Th e marks on white 
crappies form nine verti-
cal bars while black crap-
pies have more random 
speckles on their sides. 
Black crappies have seven 
or eight dorsal fi n spines, 
whites only six. As a rule, 
white crappies tolerate 
murky water better than 
blacks, which favor clear-
er habitat.

A variety of tackle can 
be used to catch crappies, 
including light spinning 
gear, bamboo and fi ber-
glass cane poles, even fl y 
rods. Here are four prov-
en tactics you can use for 
Old Dominion crappies 
this spring.

1. Drift for Pre-spawn 
Fish

When winter loosens 
its grip on the land and 
water temperatures rise 
into the upper 40s and 
low 50s, crappies stir 
from the depths and be-
gin a slow movement to-
wards the shoreline. Th is 
isn’t a quick, sudden shift 
into the shallows. Instead, 
the transition process 
takes several weeks.

Some of the year’s best 
fi shing comes in March 
for these crappies that are 
gradually becoming more 
active.

Drift fi shing is the way 
to go since it allows you 
to cover lots of water and 
pinpoint roving schools. 
Concentrate on points, 
the mouths of large feeder 

creeks, drop-off s, bridge 
pilings, creek channel 
edges and deep-water 
structure. A depth fi nder 
will help you locate these 
areas, and often pinpoint 
the crappies too.

Two diff erent riggings 
work well. Th e fi rst set-
up simply consists of a 
cylindrical bobber, a split 
shot or two and a fi ne-
wire hook. Th e second 
set-up for drift fi shing is 
the “tight-line rig.” Th is 
consists of a 1 to 2-ounce 
dipsey or bell sinker at-
tached to the end of the 
line, and droppers 18 and 
36 inches above that with 
minnows for bait.

2. Comb-Cast the 
Transition Zones

From mid to late 
March, fi sh move a bit 
closer to spawning areas 
but not actually on the 
beds, except for a few 
“scouts.” Comb-casting 
the transition areas is a 
great tactic now. A num-
ber of lures will catch 
these more active fi sh 
such as small crankbaits, 
spoons and spinnerbaits, 
but no artifi cial will top 
the humble jig. Since 
crappies can be picky 
about which jig they 
prefer on any given day, 
though, it pays to stock a 
variety of these lures.

Focus on water just off  
from the brushy cover-
rich areas where crappies 
spawn, in 8- to 12-foot 
depths. With this tactic 

you’ll be fan-casting to 
probe lots of water and 
locate fi sh. A light weight 
6- to 7-foot spinning 
outfi t with 4 to 8-pound 
line is the perfect rig. 
Reel slowly and steadily. 
Every now and then you 
can pause and let the lure 
drop back deeper, but no 
jerking or twitching. Th e 
smoother the retrieve the 
better.

3. Search the Shallows 
with Minnows

When the majority of 
crappies move in tight 
to cover and begin the 
spawning ritual, it’s time 
to pull out a fl y rod, spe-
cial “crappie rod,” or an 
old-fashioned bamboo 
cane pole. Th e length of 
these fi shing tools, 9 to 
10 feet and up, gives you 
“reach” to gently fl ip min-
nows back into pockets in 
brush and drop them next 
to logs and dock pilings 
where crappies spawn, 
without actually casting. 
Th at allows precision ac-
curacy.

Cover, especially 
woody structures such as 
brush piles, logs, fl ooded 
trees, dock pilings, and 
beaver huts, are the places 
to target now. If wood 
cover is scarce, fi sh next to 
weed beds or bridge abut-
ments in four to eight feet 
of water. 

4. Dap the Brush with 
Jigs

Th is is an exciting tac-
tic if you prefer using “ar-

tifi cials” over bait. Simply 
tie on a tiny jig in the 
l/8 to 1/32-ounce range 
and lower it down next 
to fl ooded trees, stumps, 
beaver huts, weed beds, 
and docks in the shallows.

At this point you’ll 
probably be tempted to 
jiggle or twitch the lure. 
Don’t! Instead, hold it 
steady next to the cover. 
Your hand is actually 
trembling and shaking 
just enough to give the jig 
a very life-like, quivering 
motion, something like a 
minnow rotating its pec-
toral fi ns. Th at’s usually 
enough to draw thump-
ing strikes from any near-
by crappie protecting its 
nest.

After holding it steady 
next to the cover, slowly 
swim the jig around to 
the other side of the tree 
or piling. Pause a few 
seconds there, then lift 
the lure up and plunk it 
down near the next piece 
of cover.

Th is method lets you 
probe the very best fl ood-
ed brush quickly and usu-
ally results in a heavy 

Keep these four strat-
egies in your arsenal of 
fi shing tactics and you 
should be well-equipped 
for the challenge of catch-
ing Virginia’s most popu-
lar panfi sh this spring.

--Gerald Almy, 
Virginia Department 
of Game and Wildlife




