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Radford University 
announces Presidential 
Search Committee

Radford University Board 
of Visitors Rector Robert A. 
Archer announced Wednes-
day, June 2, 2021, the estab-
lishment of the Presidential 
Search Committee charged 
with seeking and recom-
mending candidates to the 
Board of Visitors to serve as 
the University’s eighth presi-
dent. Th e national search 
follows the announcement 
that current Radford Presi-
dent, Brian O. Hemphill, 
Ph.D., will assume the presi-
dency at Old Dominion 
University eff ective July 1, 
2021. 

“Among all the respon-
sibilities of the Board of 
Visitors, this is the most 
important one,” said Rec-
tor Archer. “We are truly 
committed to conducting 
a process that is inclusive of 
our essential stakeholders. 
Our expectation is that this 
process will result in fi nding 
the right person to continue 
to build on Radford’s many 
historic accomplishments, 
while fulfi lling the mission 
of the university.”

Th e 24-member commit-
tee will be chaired by Board 
of Visitors member Susan 
Whealler Johnston and co-
chaired by Board of Visitors 
member Jay A. Brown.. Th e 
committee members were 
chosen from the constituent 
groups and partners of the 
Radford University family, 
including the Board of Visi-
tors, faculty, staff , students, 
administrators, alumni, 
community members, and 
Carilion Clinic.

Named to the search 
committee were Jeanne 
Armentrout, Carilion, Ex-
ecutive Vice President and 
Chief Administrative Offi  -
cer; Nancy Artis ’73, alum-
ni representative; Ashlee 

Claud, AP Senate President; 
Holly Cline, Ph.D., College 
of Visual and Performing 
Arts; Kristina Contreras ’15, 
M.S. ’16, Staff  Senate Presi-
dent; Vernard Harrington, 
Ph.D., Davis College of 
Business and Economics; 
Katie Hilden, Ph.D., Facul-
ty Senate President, College 
of Education and Human 
Development; Grace Hurst, 
Student Government As-
sociation President; Chris 
Huther ’88, J.D., Radford 
University Foundation 
Board of Directors Chair; 
Amanda Kellogg, Ph.D., 
College of Humanities and 
Behavioral Sciences; Sheila 
Krajnik, Ed.D., Waldron 
College of Health and Hu-
man Services; Jamie Lau, 
Ph.D., Artis College of 
Science and Technology; 
Mark S. Lawrence, Board 
of Visitors member; Deb 
McMahon, Ph.D., Board of 
Visitors member; Anthony 
Smith ’98, Athletic Foun-
dation Board of Directors 
Chair; David A. Smith ’85, 
M.S. ’87, Board of Visi-
tors member; Ray Smoot, 
Ph.D., Community Repre-
sentative; Milena Staykova, 
Ed.D., School of Nursing; 
Lisa Th rockmorton ’94, 
Board of Visitors mem-
ber; Susan Trageser, Ed.D., 
Vice President for Student 
Aff airs; Tamara Wallace, 
Ph.D., College of Education 
and Human Development 
Dean; and Ali Wickman, 
Radford University Carilion 
Graduate Student.

To assist the Presidential 
Search Committee through-
out this important process, 
the Radford University 
Board of Visitors has select-
ed the experienced search 
fi rm, Greenwood/Asher & 
Associates, Inc.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Gilbert Meadows prepares fish during a recent fish fry at New Mount 
Olive United Methodist Church. The church is hosting its next fish fry 
this Saturday.

New Mt. Olive UMC to 
host a fi sh fry Saturday

RADFORD - New Mount Olive 
United Methodist Church is host-
ing another fi sh fry this Saturday, 
giving the public a chance to have 
their locally famous fi sh and to sup-
port the church, too.

Th e fi sh fry, sponsored by the 
United Methodist Men of New 
Mount Olive, is set for this Satur-
day, June 12, from 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. Th e church, which is located 
at 309 Russell Ave. across from the 
Radford Fire Department, will be 
serving up dinners for $9, which in-
clude two pieces of deep fried fi sh, 
baked beans, Cole slaw, rolls, and 
dessert. Fish sandwiches, one piece 
of fi sh on a bun with slaw, will be 
available for $6, and an extra piece 
of fi sh is $2.50. 

Th e church is still altering normal 
operations a bit due to COVID-19 
with the following guidelines:

 Take-out orders only; come by 
and place your order in person and 
your order will be brought to your 
car. Face masks are required. 

Call-in orders are welcome by 
calling 540-639-6425.

Delivery is available but only in 
the Radford.area.

Christiansburg Institute, 
Montgomery Museum seek 
to plant storyboards, art on 
Christiansburg town square

Some time ago, Chris-
tiansburg Institute, Inc., 
and the Montgomery 
Museum of Art & Histo-
ry staff , board members, 
and local community 
members began to orga-
nize and take meaningful 
action to preserve and 
increase awareness about 
Montgomery County’s 
deeply rich African-
American history and 
culture.

Th e outcome of the 
work will be to erect 
three new history and 
educational storyboards 
in the town-owned 
quadrant in front of the 
post offi  ce in downtown 
Christiansburg.

Christiansburg Insti-
tute and the Montgom-
ery Museum will seek 
town approval to cul-
tivate this public space 
with the addition of in-
terpretive storyboards 
and an art installation to 
creatively illustrate Af-
rican-American history. 
Th e three signs will bear 

the themes of “Commu-
nity Life,” “Education,” 
and “Slavery in Mont-
gomery County.”

Th e Christiansburg 
Institute-Montgomery 
Museum Joint Commit-
tee knows that this is 
a great opportunity to 
highlight African-Ameri-
can culture and heritage 
in a prominent and high-
ly visible location while 
also contributing to cre-
ative placemaking and 
enhancing the landscape 
and draw of the area as a 
tourist attraction.

CI, Inc. Board Presi-
dent Debbie Sherman-
Lee and Museum Board 
President Ernie Wade 
said about the project, 
“We are so pleased to be 
in partnership and proud 
to collaborate on this ex-
tremely important proj-
ect to benefi t the entire 
community. Both orga-
nization’s board of direc-
tors unanimously voted 
to approve this joint ven-
ture.”

Radford Chamber celebrates 
new Radford business

Th e Radford Chamber of Com-
merce hosted a ribbon cutting for 
Ability2Access, a new business in 
Radford, on Th ursday.

Julie Akers, the president of the 
company, is a longtime resident of 
Radford and chose the city for the 
business’s second location. Accord-
ing to Chamber Executive Direc-

tor Dan McKinney, Ability2Access 
“specializes in assisting low vision 
and blind people with products, 
software, and training.” 

“We had a great turnout for the 
ribbon cutting and are excited they 
have chosen to join the Radford 
business community,” McKinney 
said. 

According to the company web-
site, “A2A is a distributor of low-
vision and blindness products that 
include desktop video magnifi ers, 
portable video magnifi ers, handheld 
video magnifi ers, software, braille 
embossers, and braille displays."

Ability2Access is located at 106 
Wadsworth St.

A good crowd gathers for the ribbon-cutting celebration for Ability2Access on Wadsworth Street Thursday.

Radford University professor and director of Appalachian Studies and 
the Appalachian Regional & Rural Studies Center Theresa Burriss, Ph.D.

Radford University faculty member 
selected for Fulbright grant to Romania

Radford University profes-
sor and director of Appalachian 
Studies and the Appalachian Re-
gional & Rural Studies Center 
Theresa Burriss, Ph.D., M.S. ’99, 
has been selected for a Fulbright 
grant award to Romania for the 
upcoming 2021-22 academic 
year.

Burriss was selected by the 
12-member Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship Board. She received 

the award as a reflection of her 
“leadership and contributions to 
society,” the Fulbright board said 
in the award notification letter to 
Burriss.

At Radford, Burriss teaches 
graduate multidisciplinary classes 
on Appalachia and place-based 
education and critical theories 
classes for the School of Teacher 
Education & Leadership’s edu-
cation doctorate program. Addi-

tionally, she serves as the direc-
tor of Academic Outreach for the 
Southwest Virginia Higher Edu-
cation Center in Abingdon.

The Fulbright U.S. Scholar 
Program sends approximately 
800 American scholars and pro-
fessionals each year to approxi-
mately 130 countries where they 
lecture and/or conduct research 
in a wide variety of academic 
and professional fields. It is one 
of several United States cultural 
exchange programs that strive to 
improve intercultural relations, 
cultural diplomacy, and intercul-
tural competence among the peo-
ple of the United States and other 
countries through the exchange 
of persons, knowledge, and skills.

From October 2021 to Febru-
ary 2022, Burriss will teach Ap-
palachian literature to American 
Studies and English students at 
Transilvania University-Brasov. 
She plans to introduce students 
there to various literary theories 
to analyze selected poetry and 
prose that focus on coal mining 
in Central Appalachia.

In addition, Burriss will con-
duct ethnographic research in 
the coal-mining region of Roma-
nia’s Jiu Valley in the Carpathian 
Mountains, which, she says, will 

See Burriss, page 5
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, June 12:

Department of Wildlife 
Resources Boating Safety 
Class at Claytor Lake

At the state park's 
Water’s Edge Build-
ing, 6620 Ben H. Bolen 
Drive, Dublin from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Materials 
and instruction are free 
of charge. Bring a pencil, 
a highlighter and lunch. 
Students may bring food 
and drink for themselves 
during the class. Chil-
dren 12 and under must 
be accompanied by an 
adult.

Pre-registration is re-
quired. By registering 
for this class, the stu-

dent agrees to observe 
all pandemic protocols 
for this indoor class in-
cluding social distancing 
and mask wearing as re-
quired by the governor’s 
most recent executive 
order. Before entering 
the class, the student 
will be asked a short 
health-related symptom 
survey and will be asked 
to affirm that the stu-
dent will abide by class-
room rules. 

RSVP at https://www.
register-ed.com/events/
view/167760. For more 
information, contact 
Mendy Harman at 540-
494-3569, mendy.har-
man@dwr.virginia.gov.

New Mt. Olive UMC 
Fish Fry

Th e men of New 
Mount Olive United 
Methodist Church will 
hold a fi sh fry from 11 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Th e 
church is located at 309 
Russell Ave. in Radford 
(across from R&R Mar-
ket and the Radford Fire 
Department)

Monday, June 14:

Free Tabata Hiit Class at 
Blacksburg Parks and Rec

On Monday, June 
14, Blacksburg Parks 
and Recreation will of-
fer a 25-minute Tabata 
Hiit full-body fat-blast 

workout. Bring your 
water, mat, and com-
petitive attitude. This 
class is free, but further 
classes will be held on 
Mondays and Wednes-
days from 5:30-5:55 
p.m. as part of the Fit-
ness Class Pass.

Tuesday, June 15:

United Way Benefi t 
Night

United Way will hold 
its benefit night at Zep-
poli's Restaurant & 
Wine Shop from 4 p.m. 
until close. What gets 
donated? 20% for pick-
up/delivery, for dine-ins 
with receipt turned in, 

and gift card purchases.

Ongoing:

Wednesdays through 
September:

Blacksburg's Market 
Square Jam 2021

Blacksburg's Market 
Square Jam 2021 will 
continue each Wednesday 
from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. 
through September at the 
Market Square Park. Th is 
season marks the jam's 
10th anniversary.

Saturdays through 
October

Radford Farmers Market

Th e Radford Farmers 
Market will be held each 
Saturday through Oct. 30 
from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
in the New River Valley 
Community Service park-
ing lot (the Old Wade’s 
parking lot) on West Main 
Street

Th ursdays through 
October

Christiansburg Farmers 
Market

Every Th ursday 
through October, the 
Christiansburg Farmers 
Market will be held at the 
Christiansburg Recreation 
Center parking lot from 3 
p.m. until 7 p.m.

More than 75% of the Earth’s flowering plants need help with pollination, but 25% 
of bee species are considered to be in serious decline.

National Pollinator Week celebrates the birds and the bees
Everyone who enjoys 

sipping a cup of coffee 
or biting into a juicy 
strawberry can thank a 
pollinator.

June 21-27 is National 
Pollinator Week, an an-
nual event designated by 
the U.S. Senate to high-
light how essential polli-
nators are to the produc-
tion of food and fi ber. 
According to the non-
profi t Pollinator Partner-
ship, more than 75% of 
all fl owering plants on 
Earth need help with 
pollination—plants that 
are responsible for U.S. 
food and half of the 
world’s oils, fi bers, and 
raw materials.

“Pollinators are vi-
tal to reproduction for 
many plants including 
most fruits, vegetables, 
and legumes produced 
on Virginia farms,” said 
Tony Banks, senior assis-
tant director of agricul-
ture, development, and 
innovation for Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federation. 
“Without pollinators, it 
would be very difficult, 

if not impossible, for 
plants like watermelon, 
peaches, or peanuts to 
fruit or establish in the 
flower.”

While honeybees are 
paramount in pollina-
tion—responsible for 
$1.2 to $5.4 billion in 
U.S. agricultural pro-
ductivity—other essen-
tial pollinators include 
ants, birds, bats, beetles, 
butterflies, wasps, and 
small mammals.

However, many pol-
linator populations are 
changing. In the past 20 
years, the monarch but-
terfly population has de-
clined by 90%, and 25% 
of bumblebee species are 
considered in serious de-
cline.

“Fewer pollinators in 
a field are likely to re-
sult in some plant flow-
ers not being pollinated, 
which could reduce the 
size of the crop and, 
therefore, less income 
for farmers,” Banks said. 
“Farmers have to man-
age farms and activities 
to minimize impacts 

on pollinator species, 
including maintaining 
pollinator habitat and 
foraging areas, and ap-
plying pesticides prop-
erly and according to the 
label to reduce any po-
tential negative effects.”

Virginians can help 
encourage pollinators by 
planting a window box 
or small garden or buy-
ing local honey to sup-
port area beekeepers.

For Virginians plant-
ing a garden, here are 
some tips from the Pol-
linator Partnership and 
Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services:

Use native plants, and 
plant in clusters that 
serve as a target for polli-
nators and increase their 
efficiency.

Choose plants that 
bloom in the spring 
through the fall so polli-
nators have a continuous 
food supply.

Select a diverse variety 
of plants with multiple 
colors, shapes, heights, 
and fragrances.

Provide a water source 
with sloping sides, such 
as a bird bath, and change 

the water frequently to 
avoid mosquitoes. Birds 
prefer deep water while 

butterflies and bees like 
shallow water.

Reduce pesticide use.

Shihoko Kojima, an assistant professor at Virginia Tech, and her team of researchers 
have identified a novel gene, Per2AS, that controls the sleep/wake cycle in mice.

Discovery of circadian rhythm gene in mice could lead 
to breakthroughs in understanding those in humans

That internal nagging 
feeling that drives you to 
seek sleep at night and 
wake in the morning to 
eat, work, and play, is, it 
turns out, genetic, and 
it’s not just in people. 
Nearly every living or-
ganism – from animals 
to plants as well as sev-
eral microorganisms and 
fungi – has an internal 
body clock, or a circa-
dian rhythm.

Yet, scientists have 
been perplexed as to 
how these genes operate. 

Now, a team of Virginia 
Tech scientists has taken 
a step closer to an an-
swer thanks to the DNA 
of a mouse, a petri dish, 
and much patience. In 
a new study published 
in the journal Genes & 
Development, Shihoko 
Kojima, an assistant pro-
fessor in the Department 
of Biological Sciences, 
part of the Virginia Tech 
College of Science, and a 
researcher with the Fra-
lin Life Sciences Insti-
tute, and her team have 

identified a novel gene, 
Per2AS, that controls 
the sleep/wake cycle in 
mice. Per2AS appears to 
be a new type of gene, 
known as a non-coding 
gene. Unlike most oth-
er genes, Per2AS is not 
translated from RNA 
into a subsequent pro-
tein, thus making its 
function unclear until 
now.

(Circadian rhythm de-
rives from the Latin circa 
diem, or “around a day.”)

The study has been in 

the works for nine years. 
Why the long tenure? 
Well, it’s complicated. 
Literally. “It was diffi-
cult to find out what its 
job is because Per2AS 
was a noncoding gene,” 
Kojima said. “Scientists 
have accumulated a lot 
of knowledge and tools 
to figure out the func-
tion of traditional genes. 
However, these tools 
cannot be readily appli-
cable to nontraditional 
genes, such as Per2AS, 
because most tools 
are made based on the 
unique characteristics 
common to traditional 
genes.”

According to Kojima, 
when the Human Ge-
nome Project started 
some 30 years ago, scien-
tists then thought most 
of our genome is made 
out of traditional genes 
because these genes 
were believed to control 
unique traits that we all 
have – eye and hair col-
or, height and weight, 
personality. That didn’t 

turn out to be true.
“It turned out that 

only two percent of our 
genome is used for tradi-
tional genes and the rest 
appears to be nontradi-
tional genes,” Kojima 
said. “There has been a 
hot debate whether these 
nontraditional genes are 
also important for our 
traits. Some say it is 
DNA junk while others 
say they have important 
functions.”

Growing evidence 
suggests that at least 
some nontraditional 
genes are important for 
various biological pro-
cesses, such as neuronal 
activities, immune func-
tions, and cell differen-
tiation, as well as disease 
development including 
cancer, neurodegenera-
tion, and congenital ge-
netic diseases.

The big takeaway: A 
nontraditional gene can 
have functions to con-
trol our body clock and 
therefore is important 
for our genome to have. 

In other words, nontra-
ditional genes are as vi-
tal as their more basic 
counterparts.

“People also have an 
equivalent gene,” Ko-
jima said. “However, 
it is unclear at this 
point whether the hu-
man version has the 
same function(s) as the 
mouse version. Most 
organisms living on the 
Earth have a circadian 
clock because this is an 
internal timing system 
important to adapt to 
the daily environmental 
changes caused by the 
Earth’s rotation. The cir-
cadian clock of humans 
is not much different 
from that of rodents or 
insects.”

What’s next? Kojima 
wants to study the gene 
in a live mouse model. 
Not just from a petri 
dish. “We also want to 
know if this gene is in 
many other organisms. 
If so, that would mean 
this gene is very impor-
tant,” she said.
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Historic Montgomery

The Christiansburg - Cambria Booster Club with the town band posed in the town square in front of the Barnes-
Surface Motor Company Building on October 11-12, 1922. (This image and many more are available from the 
Montgomery Museum of Art & History.)

Surprising fi nding: Americans drove less 
during pandemic but traffi  c fatalities rose

Preliminary traffi  c fatality 
data recently released by the 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation’s National High-
way Traffi  c Safety Adminis-
tration (NHTSA) showed 
a surprising fi nding: While 
Americans drove less in 
2020 due to the pandemic, 
the year saw the largest pro-
jected number of fatalities 
since 2007. 

Why the seeming dis-
crepancy? Charlie Klauer, an 
associate professor and re-
searcher at the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute, has 
some possible answers. Ac-
cording to Klauer, "Th e driv-

ing patterns reported during 
the pandemic are unique, 
and a direct comparison to 
our previously collected data 
would be diffi  cult. However, 
what previous research has 
shown is that drivers who 
engage in risky driving be-
haviors tend to engage in a 
variety of risky driving be-
haviors when conducive to 
do so.

“Given the much lower 
overall mileage that is report-
ed by NHTSA, we know 
that roads are less congested. 
Th us drivers were able to 
travel at higher speeds dur-
ing the pandemic than they 

would have been able to do 
if everyone hadn’t been stay-
ing home. Higher speeds 
will increase the number of 
fatalities, which is what we 
are seeing in the data."

In other words, as Klauer 
put it, “Past behavior is the 
best predictor of future be-
havior.”

Said Klauer, “Drivers who 
tend to engage in risky driv-
ing will engage in a variety 
of risky behaviors including 
speeding, non-seat belt use 
but also alcohol and drug 
use. Th ese are notoriously 
dangerous combinations. 
We have known this for a 

long time, and the pandemic 
simply allowed for these be-
haviors to coexist in a way 
that resulted in an increase 
in fatality rates.

“Clearly, the pandemic 
has greatly altered many 
aspects of our society — 
transportation being just 
one,” Klauer said. “Speed-
ing, alcohol/drug use, and 
lack of seat belt use are 
well-known contributing 
factors to crashes and fatali-
ties. One thing that we are 
learning is that lower traffi  c 
volumes may not necessar-
ily result in lower fatalities. 
Th us we need to be smarter 

David Schmale co-authored a recent paper examining efforts to prevent plant 
disease pandemics.

Virginia Tech researcher assists with 
eff orts to prevent plant disease pandemics

perspective on plant dis-
eases, particularly in the 
context of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said David 
Schmale, a co-author on 
the paper and a profes-
sor in the Virginia Tech 
School of Plant and Envi-
ronmental Sciences in the 
College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences.

“What would happen 
if the world lost a staple 
crop, such as wheat, to a 
plant disease pandemic?” 
Schmale asks. “Th e manu-
script considers current 
tools and capabilities in 
the context of climate 
change and growing hu-
man populations. Th ere 
is a clear opportunity to 
bring researchers together 
that work on the epidemi-
ology of human diseases 
and plant diseases.”

Schmale was a part 
of a team of experts, led 
by North Carolina State 
University, that met in 
Raleigh, N.C., a few years 
ago to discuss plant dis-
eases and their impacts on 
food security. Th is manu-
script is the result of that 
meeting, and many of the 
experts that were there in 
Raleigh are co-authors on 
the paper.

Th e idea is to “detect 
these plant disease out-

break sources early and 
stop the spread before it 
becomes a pandemic,” said 
Jean Ristaino, William 
Neal Reynolds Distin-
guished Professor of Plant 
Pathology at North Caro-
lina State University and 
the paper’s lead author. 
Once an epidemic occurs, 
it is diffi  cult to control, 
Ristaino said, likening the 
eff ort to the one under-
taken to stop the spread of 
COVID-19.

Ristaino said that the 
eff orts from a wide range 
of scholars – so-called 
convergence science – are 
needed to prevent plant 
disease pandemics. Th at 
means economists, engi-
neers, crop scientists, crop 
disease specialists, geneti-
cists, geographers, data 
analysts, statisticians, and 
others working together 
to protect crops, the farm-
ers growing crops, and the 
people fed by those crops.

While some diseases 
are already under some 
sort of global surveillance 
– such as wheat rust and 
late blight, an important 
pathogen that aff ects po-
tatoes and caused the Irish 
Potato Famine – other 
crop diseases are not rou-
tinely monitored.

A new strain of the fun-

gal pathogen that causes 
wheat rust turned up in 
1999 (Ug99) and has 
moved quickly throughout 
Africa, recently fl ying over 
the Red Sea into Yemen.

Globalization of food 
trade is another factor for 
the jump of plant patho-
gens and further risks 
a food supply already 
strained by a growing 
world population and hu-
man diseases.

Research is underway 
to model the risk of plant-
pathogen spread and help 
predict and then prevent 
outbreaks, the research-
ers report in the paper. 
Modeling and forecasting 
disease spread can help 
mobilize mitigation strate-
gies more precisely to stop 
these plant pandemics.

"Our work extends the 
concept of One Health to 
plant disease pandemics 
and the threat they pose 
to global food security,” 
Schmale said. “People, do-
mestic animals, and plants 
are all tightly connected 
through each other and 
the environments that they 
share. Th ese connections 
are changing, and we must 
address the threat of high-
risk plant pathogens to sta-
ple food crops to safeguard 
global food security."

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, food systems 
faced disruptions from 
staff  shortages and sup-
ply chain issues. Now, a 
Virginia Tech researcher 
is assisting with eff orts 
to help plants themselves 
from facing their own pan-
demic.

Just like human dis-

eases, plant diseases don’t 
have arbitrary boundaries. 
Th ese diseases don’t stop 
at a border crossing or a 
port of entry. Th at’s why 
plant disease surveillance, 
improved plant disease 
detection systems, and 
predictive plant disease 
modeling – integrated at 
the global scale – are nec-

essary to mitigate future 
plant disease outbreaks 
and protect the global 
food supply, according to 
a team of researchers in 
a new commentary pub-
lished in “Proceedings of 
the National Academy of 
Sciences.”

“Th e manuscript of-
fers a unique and timely 

about critical interventions 
to reduce vehicle speed, 
alcohol/drug use, and in-
crease seat belt compli-
ance, as well as other types 
of behavior that we know 
increase crash occurrence 
such as distracted driving 
and drowsy driving."

Charlie Klauer is a re-
search scientist and the group 

leader for the Teen Risk and 
Injury Prevention Group at 
the Virginia Tech Transporta-
tion Institute (VTTI). She is 
also an associate professor in 
the Industrial and Systems 
Engineering Department at 
Virginia Tech. Her primary 
research involves studying the 
eff ects of distraction and fa-
tigue on driving, especially on 
novice drivers.

VT assistant professor Mona Ghassemi will head up 
a project team seeking to further the development 
of electric aircraft. Her team will work to develop 
a prototype for a high-voltage, power-dense, cost-
effective cable for twin-aisle aircraft that can safely 
operate in high-altitude, low pressure environments.

Researchers receive $1.3 million to further the development of electric aircraft
Narrow and wide 

body aircraft are re-
sponsible for more than 
75 percent of aviation 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and an increasing-
ly warmer climate will 
most likely boost that 
percentage even higher. 
Because electric aircraft 
can significantly reduce 
carbon and nitrogen 
oxides emissions, it is a 
promising solution to a 
global problem.

To explore that solu-
tion, the Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency 
– Energy, U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy has re-
leased $10 million in 
funding to support re-
search that furthers the 
development of electric 
aircraft. The agency will 
fund six projects that 
explore innovative and 
unconventional ideas 
across the energy tech-
nology spectrum. These 
projects aim to radically 
improve U.S. economic 
prosperity, national se-
curity, and environmen-
tal well-being. 

Serving as principal 
investigator for one of 
the projects is Mona 

Ghassemi, assistant pro-
fessor and Steven O. 
Lane Junior Faculty Fel-
low in Virginia Tech’s 
Bradley Department of 
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering. The project 
team received $1.3 mil-
lion to develop a proto-
type for a high-voltage, 
power-dense, cost-effec-
tive cable for twin-aisle 
aircraft that can safely 
operate in high-altitude, 
low pressure environ-
ments.

There are two kinds 
of electric aircraft: more-
electric aircraft and all-

electric aircraft. The fo-
cus of Ghassemi’s project 
is the latter. She will be 
recruiting two Ph.D. 
students to work on the 
project.

“To achieve an all-
electric aircraft, not only 
do all the subsystems 
need to be repla ced by 
their electrically-driven 
alternatives, but the 
thrust power must also 
be fully provided by 
electrochemical energy 
units,” said Ghassemi. 
“Since the electric power 

See Electric, page 4
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Most courageous
 8. Insurance giant
13. Small trace left behind
14. In a way, signals
15. The same letter or 
sound at the beginning
19. The Great Lakes State
20. Engage in a contest
21. Drinks served to cel-
ebrate a birth (Spanish)
22. Manpower
23. Undivided
24. Strong, magnetic 
metal
25. People of Tanzania
26. Sorts
30. Cop car accessory
31. Trade
32. Sullen and ill-
tempered

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

33. Distinctive practices
34. Motor vehicles
35. Electrodes
38. Polish river
39. Human feet
40. Make very hot
44. Toppin and Kenobi are 
two
45. Blackbird
46. One point west of due 
south
47. Large beer
48. Third stomachs
49. Rare Korean family 
name
50. Hectoliter
51. Aquatic invertebrate
55. Where we live
57. Poked holes in
58. Partner to ways
59. __ Ann

CLUES DOWN
 1. Expressions of approval
 2. Replace the interior of
 3. Not awake
 4. Roman numeral 7
 5. Sun up in New York
 6. Institute legal proceedings 
against
 7. Bugs homeowners don’t 
want
 8. Maltese-Italian composer
 9. Very long period of time
10. Touchdown
11. Agents of downfall
12. Complacently or inanely 
foolish
16. Argentina capital Buenos __
17. County in New Mexico
18. An electrically charged atom
22. New Zealand conifer
25. Type of brandy

27. Comments to the audience
28. Tears down
29. Gifts for the poor
30. More painful
32. Good friend
34. Lying in the same plane
35. Line in a polygon
36. Clouds of gas and dust
37. Norse god
38. Health care pro
40. Close tightly
41. One’s holdings
42. Became less intense
43. Wilco frontman
45. Woman (French)
48. Expresses delight
51. TV channel (abbr.)
52. Beverage
53. Unit of work or energy
54. Cleaning accessory
56. Dorm worker

OPINION

Evans King: Scarlett on retirement
Well it’s me again, Scarlett 

the Cat, special guest colum-
nist. My boarder just got back 
from two weeks on vacation, 
“working remotely” he called it 
(Yeah, like we buy that.). Said 
he was at the “beach.” Loved 
my time with Molly, she checks 
on me and keeps my bowls full, 
but I did miss him a little near 
the end. Don’t tell him. 

I’ve never been to the beach, 
not sure what it is, so I asked 
him. He said there’s water and 
sand everywhere, plus lots of 
fi sh and seafood. Sounded 
perfect until he told me you 
couldn’t drink the water, but 
it sounds like toilet facilities 
are plentiful. I prefer to do my 
business in closed quarters, 
but, hey, any port in a storm. 
Th e seafood sounded good, 
too. I love shrimp and scallops 
and fl ounder when this guy 
fi xes it for me. 

I’m writing this piece be-
cause the boarder has been 
pretty busy at the offi  ce since 
he got back. Or so he says. 
I asked him if he had been 
“working remotely,” how he 

got behind. As I suspected, he 
had no good answer. But that’s 
his excuse and I won’t push him 
on it. He gets touchy when he 
gets writer’s block.

Anyway, I think this trip has 
triggered thoughts of retire-
ment in him. Again. He came 
home talking about it. I told 
him we needed to sit down and 
look at our fi nances. I’m will-
ing to make some sacrifi ces and 
go on a fi xed income, but I’ve 
grown accustomed to a certain 
lifestyle. Th at part is non-ne-
gotiable. 

I also told the boarder 
that he needed to formulate 
a PLAN. From everything I 
read, and from talking with my 
friends, every boarder needs 
a plan when they go into this 
retirement thing. Otherwise, 
I hear it’s a disaster and they 
simply drive you crazy. I know 
some dogs that almost literally 
have had their legs walked off ! 
Walk, walk, walk. Th ank God 
we cats have control of that 
situation. So I told him we 
needed a plan, but it couldn’t 
include getting a dog or stay-

ing home all day or drinking 
beer before 11 a.m. 

Th is is where the discus-
sions always end. Th e guy tells 
me that he doesn’t have a plan, 
that he doesn’t have a clue. He 
says he likes what he does, and 
he likes the folks he does it 
with and it keeps him “men-
tally sharp.” I kept my mouth 
shut, but I thought to myself, 
Lord help us if he gets any less 
“sharp.” Hard to fathom. 

I’m actually amphibious 
about the guy’s retirement. 
He tells me I use that word 
wrong, that it’s “ambivalent.” I 
laugh and tell him I’m just be-
ing “ambiguous,” mewing out 
of both sides of my mouth. I 
just want to make certain that 
he considers everything before 
pulling the plug. I hear it’s 
hard to unring the bell on the 
retirement gig. 

Why am I agnostic about 
the boarder’s retirement? First, 
he tells me that he can account 
for every two-week period of 
his life with either school or 
work, or both, since he was 16. 
Not sure how long ago that is 

in cat years, but a long time I 
bet. So I sort of think he de-
serves some time off , some 
time to enjoy life. 

He also tells me that he still 
feels young. I tell him get a 
grip, look in the mirror. Th at 
train left the station a long 
time ago. But he doesn’t buy it, 
I guess.

I truly have mixed feelings 
about him being in my house 
more frequently. I like him and 
even sit on his lap a lot when 
it’s chilly. And he feeds me and 
gives me tasty treats after I wear 
him down. I heard his daugh-
ter, Laura, who’s a veterinarian, 
tell him once that Temptations 
should not be the staple of a 
cat’s diet. She told him “you 
just have to ‘out-stubborn’ 
your cat.” Lots of luck with 
that. I’ll turn in my union card 
if that happens. Th ank God, 
she’s not my boarder. 

Having him around more 
would have some advantages. 
He plays good music and does 
interesting things around the 
house, but sometimes he has 
the television on and screams 

at it, curious things like “never 
walk the fi rst man in an in-
ning.” You got me. And some-
times he picks me up and pets 
me for no good reason and 
compounds it by holding on 
too long. Irritating. 

On balance, I don’t think 
we are going to make any rash 
decisions. We might move to 
the beach someday, but I don’t 
think it’s imminent. And I 
worry about our fi nances; cer-
tainly we can’t live in the style 
to which I’ve become accus-
tomed on whatever he could 
get paid for the drivel that he 
writes. So I need to check his 
retirement account balance. 
Best to keep his day job for 
now I’m thinking. 

Later.

Evans "Buddy" King is a 
proud native of Christiansburg, 
CHS Class of 1971. He resides 
in Clarksburg, W.Va., where he 
has practiced law with the fi rm 
of Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC, 
since 1980. He can be reached 
at evans.king@steptoe-johnson.
com.

Virginia school superintendent reminds families of free summer meals
Virginia Superin-

tendent of Public In-
struction James Lane is 
reminding Virginia fam-
ilies of the availability of 
free nutritious meals this 
summer through two 
summer meals programs.

The Summer Food 
Service Program and the 
Seamless Summer Op-
tion operate at schools, 
public housing centers, 
community centers, 
playgrounds, camps, 
parks, and houses of 

worship. Last summer, 
meals were served under 
the two programs at ap-
proximately 1,000 loca-
tions in the common-
wealth.

“Nearly 600,000 
Virginia students rely 
on nutritious free or 
reduced-priced school 
meals to support their 
developing minds and 
bodies during the school 
year,” Lane said. “I am 
grateful for all our sum-
mer meals sponsors and 
partners who keep our 
students and their fami-
lies connected to whole-
some and nutritious 
meals during the sum-
mer months so they are 
ready to learn when the 
new school year begins 
in August and Septem-
ber.”

Children ages 18 and 
under may receive nu-
tritious meals at par-
ticipating locations with 

no proof of identity 
required. Children re-
ceiving Pandemic Elec-
tronic Benefit Transfer 
(P-EBT) benefits are 
also eligible to access 
nutritious summer meals 
at Summer Food Service 
Program and Seamless 
Summer Option sites.

Families may use the 
online USDA Meals for 
Kids Site Finder to find 
nearby summer meals 
program locations. Par-
ents and others may also 
text “food” or “comida” 
to 877-877 to receive 
a list of nearby feeding 
centers.

The summer meals 
programs, which are 
funded by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, 
allow organizations to 
combine feeding pro-
grams with other ac-
tivities in communities 
where at least 50% of 
children qualify for free 

or reduced-price school 
meals. Due to pandem-
ic-related federal waiv-
ers, schools and other 
sponsors in all Virginia 
communities are eligible 
to participate in both 
summer meals programs 
through summer 2021.

Persons with dis-
abilities who require 
alternative means of 
communication for pro-
gram information (e.g. 
Braille, large print, au-
diotape, American Sign 
Language) should con-
tact the agency (state 
or local) where they ap-
plied for benefits. In-
dividuals who are deaf, 
hard of hearing, or have 
speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay Service 
at (800) 877-8339. Pro-
gram information may 
also be made available 
in languages other than 
English.

To file a program com-
plaint of discrimination, 
complete the USDA 
Program Discrimina-
tion Complaint Form 
(AD-3027) found on-
line at http://www.ascr.
usda.gov/complaint_fil-
ing_cust.html, and at 
any USDA office, or 
write a letter addressed 
to USDA and provide in 
the letter all of the infor-
mation requested in the 
form. To request a copy 
of the complaint form, 
call (866) 632-9992.

Submit a completed 
form or letter to USDA 
by mail to the U.S. 
Department of Agri-
culture, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights, 1400 In-
dependence Ave. SW, 
Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410; by fax  to 
202.690.7442; or by 
email to intake@usda.
gov.

WalletHub survey lists Virginia among 
states with best performing economies

In a survey to deter-
mine which states had 
the most robust econo-
mies during this time of 
economic difficulty, the 
personal finance website 
WalletHub compared the 

50 states and the District 
of Columbia across three 
key dimensions and 29 
key indicators of eco-
nomic performance and 
strength and determined 
that Virginia’s economy 
is the 13th strongest in 
the country.

Th e results of the survey 
were released Monday.

The 29 indicators 
were grouped into three 
dimensions: 1) Econom-
ic Activity, 2) Economic 
Health, and 3) Innova-
tion Potential.

Among the indicators 
were the change in the 
GDP (2020 vs. 2019); 

the share of fast-grow-
ing firms (the number 
of firms in Deloitte’s 
Technology Fast 500 list 
as a percentage of total 
firms.); the state gross 
public debt as a percent-
age of GDP; exports per 
capita; startup activity; 
the share of jobs in high-
tech industries; the share 
of job in STEM employ-
ment; independent in-
vestor patents per 1,000 
working-age population; 
industry R&D invest-
ment amount as a share 
of the GDP; non-indus-
try R&D investment 
amount as a share of the 

GDP; and entrepreneur-
ial activity.

The five states with 
the worst performing 
economies  (in order 
from bad to worse), ac-
cording to the survey, 
were Oklahoma, Alaska, 
Louisiana, West Virgin-
ia, and Hawaii.

Ranked ahead of 
Virginia (with the best 
performing economies 
listed first) were Utah, 
Washington, California, 
Massachusetts, Idaho, 
Colorado, Maryland, 
Oregon, Arizona, Geor-
gia, North Carolina, and 
New Hampshire.

system accounts for nearly 30 percent 
of the entire system’s mass, it offers 
great potential, and the cables we are 
working on are an essential compo-
nent for optimization.” 

The three-year project will encom-
pass a number of innovations. These 
include conductors with increased 
current-carrying capacity and a mul-
tilayer, multifunctional insulation sys-
tem made of high thermal conductiv-
ity materials.

“We will also be working on a new 
insulation solution to provide high-
er voltages with superior mechani-
cal strength and electrical reliability 
that reduces partial discharge events,” 

Ghassemi said. 
All-electric aircraft offer numerous 

advantages, she said, including less en-
ergy consumption, lower greenhouse 
gas emissions — assuming that the 
whole process of electricity generation 
is through renewable electricity gen-
eration — less noise production com-
pared to conventional aircraft, and 
more reliable electric subsystems.

“It is really exciting to be part of 
something that could impact both the 
future of aviation and our environ-
ment in such a positive way,” Ghas-
semi said.

-- Written by Barbara L. Micale

Electric from page 3

Submit letters 
to the editor to 

editor@ourvalley.org



Radford News Journal • Wednesday, June 9, 2021 • Page 5www.ourvalley.org

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF A PETITION BY 
APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF 

A RATE ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE, RPS-RAC, TO RECOVER 
THE INCREMENTAL COSTS OF PARTICIPATION IN THE 

VIRGINIA RENEWABLE ENERGY PORTFOLIO 
STANDARD PROGRAM PURSUANT TO

VA. CODE §§ 56-585.1 A 5 D AND 56-585.2 E 
CASE NO. PUR-2021-00048

•Appalachian Power Company (“APCo”) has applied for approval to revise its rate adjustment clause, RPS-RAC, to recover the residual, incremental costs related 
to its voluntary RPS program.

•APCo requests a total revenue requirement of approximately $7.1 million for its RPS-RAC.

•A Hearing Examiner appointed by the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) will hold a telephonic hearing in this case on October 6, 2021, at 10 a.m., 
for the receipt of public witness testimony.

•An evidentiary hearing will be held on October 7, 2021, at 10 a.m., either in the
this hearing will be provided by subsequent Commission Order or Hearing 

Examiner’s Ruling.

•Further information about this case is available on the SCC website at: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

In 2008, Appalachian Power Company (“APCo” or “Company”) sought and received approval from the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) to partic-
ipate in a voluntary renewable energy portfolio standards (“RPS”) program pursuant to § 56-585.2 E of the Code of Virginia (“Code”). In 2011, the Commission 
approved APCo’s request for approval of a rate adjustment clause, designated RPS-RAC, to recover the incremental costs of participation in the voluntary RPS 
program pursuant to Code §§ 56-585.1 A 5 d and 56-585.2 E.

ending the voluntary RPS program, and established a mandatory RPS program for APCo in new Code § 56-585.5.

to recover the residual, incremental costs related to the Company’s participation in the voluntary RPS program. The Company notes that it has separately received 
Commission approval of a new non-bypassable rate adjustment clause to recover the costs of compliance associated with the VCEA’s mandatory renewable portfo-
lio standard (in Case No. PUR-2020-00165) and that the revised RPS RAC proposed in the current case is intended to recover only the residual costs of compliance 
with the voluntary RPS standard. Due to the termination of the voluntary RPS by the VCEA, APCo also requests that the Commission discontinue the RPS-RAC 

states that it calculated a total revenue requirement for the RPS-RAC of $7,127,710, which takes into account: (i) an actual under-recovery balance as of December 

requests that any under- or over-recovery balance as of that time be considered part of its base rates.

If the proposed RPS-RAC is approved, the impact on customer bills would depend on a customer’s rate schedule and usage. According to APCo, implementation of 

RAC costs to certain large power service customers.

Interested persons are encouraged to review the Petition and supporting documents for additional details.

The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing that, among other things, scheduled public hearings on APCo’s Petition. On October 6, 2021, at 10 a.m., 
the Commission will hold a telephonic hearing for the purpose of receiving the testimony of public witnesses, with no public witness present in the Commission’s 

telephone number that you wish the Commission to call during the hearing to receive your testimony. This information may be provided to the Commission in three 
scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting; (ii) by completing and emailing the PDF version of this form to 

SCCinfo@scc.virginia.gov scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting.

-

of emergency issued at both the state and federal levels. In accordance therewith, all pleadings, briefs, or other documents required to be served in this matter 
should be submitted electronically to the extent authorized by 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rules 

information

Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-140, , of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, the Commission has directed that service on parties and the Commission’s 

An electronic copy of the Company’s Petition may be obtained by submitting a written request to counsel for the Company, Noelle J. Coates, Esquire, American 
njcoates@aep.com.

scc.virginia.gov/casecomments/Submit Public-Comments. All comments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2021-00048.

. Such notice of participation shall include the email addresses of such parties or their counsel. The respondent simultaneously shall 
serve a copy of the notice of participation on counsel to the Company. Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, , of the Commission’s Rules of 

then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action. Any organization, corporation, or government body participating as a respondent must be represent-

Company, and all other respondents, any testimony and exhibits by which the respondent expects to establish its case, and each witness’s testimony shall include a 
, 

and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared testimony and exhibits

Copies and format, of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice.

and Hearing may be viewed at: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

contribute to her cross-
cultural coal scholar-
ship. Additionally, this 
research will enhance her 
abilities to teach both 
American and Roma-
nian students about the 
historical and contem-
porary similarities and 
differences between the 
Central Appalachians 
and the Carpathians.

“I specifically chose a 
coal focus with the lit-
erature I’m teaching be-
cause the research part 
of my Fulbright will be 
devoted to interviewing 
and observing residents 
from the Jiu Valley,” said 
Burriss. “Therefore, my 
project will possess more 
cohesion and will enable 
me to seamlessly inte-
grate my research into 
my teaching while at 
Transilvania University.”

Burriss is already fa-
miliar with the Roma-
nian Carpathians, hav-
ing previously visited 
and taught in the area. 
She served as co-chair of 
the 2019 Appalachian/
Carpathian Mountain 
Conference, which con-
vened that year in Oc-
tober. The goal for those 
participating in the con-
ference was to explore 
the parallels between 
the two regions, which 
are located thousands of 
miles apart.

In 2015, Burriss and 
two fellow Radford Uni-
versity faculty members 
— professor emeritus of 
Geospatial Science Rick 
Roth, Ph.D., and profes-
sor of biology Christine 
Small, Ph.D. — present-
ed at the Appalachian/
Carpathian Mountain 
Conference, and Bur-
riss taught at Transilva-
nia University in Brasov 
in 2017. In November 
of 2018, she provided 
an invited guest lecture, 
“Social and Environ-
mental Justice in Central 

Appalachia,” at the Uni-
versity of Bucharest for 
American Studies Week.

While on her 2017 
trip, Burriss visited the 
coal-mining region for 
the first time and was 
struck by the similarities 
it shares with the Appa-
lachian mining region, 
particularly in Southwest 
Virginia, Southern West 
Virginia, and Eastern 
Kentucky.

Once the Fulbright 
experience is complete, 
Burriss plans to write ar-
ticles for peer-reviewed 
journals to discuss 
themes from her inter-
views and observations 
in the Jiu Valley, com-
paring and contrasting 
them with Central Ap-
palachian coal mining 
experiences. She also 
plans to collect enough 
material to pen a book-
length project about the 
two regions.

In addition to written 
materials, Burriss plans to 
collaborate with scholars 
from around the world 
to create a world coal 
heritage trail, “where coal 
miners and their families 
across the globe are hon-
ored and celebrated for 
the great sacrifi ces they 
have made for both their 
own and other coun-
tries,” she said.

“Such a cultural en-
deavor becomes critical 
as more and more coun-
tries make the much-
needed transition to 
renewable energy to re-
duce greenhouse gases,” 
Burriss said. “Coal min-
ers and their historical 
contributions, however, 
should not be forgotten. 
Their lives must live on 
in history, and they must 
be recognized for their 
stalwart bravery and im-
portant legacies.”

-Chad Osborne
Radford University

Burriss from page 1

OBITUARIES
Hughes, Helen Rae (Cookie)

Helen Rae (Cookie) 
Hughes, 76, of Christians-
burg passed away peacefully 
in her home surrounded by 
her family on June 2, 2021.

Cookie was born in Chris-
tiansburg on Jan. 22, 1945. 
She was a woman of Chris-
tian faith and attended New 
Hope Church of God. Cook-
ie was a devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, and great-grandmother.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, W.W. (Moot) and Juanita Roberts; her 
grandson, Zachary Graham; her sisters, Pearl 
(Sis) Smith, Frances (Pee-Wee) Swain, Brenda 
Custard, and Linda Roberts; and her broth-
ers, Noblin and John Roberts.  

Cookie is survived by her loving husband 
of 31 years, Mike Hughes; her sons and 
daughters-in-law, Dwayne and Kathy Gra-
ham and Greg and Beth Graham; her fi ve 
grandchildren, Josh and wife Tori Graham, 
Phoebe, Matthew, and Olivia and John Gra-
ham; her great-grandchild, Aubree Graham 
and soon-to-be-born Riley Graham; Cookie’s 
siblings, Hoover and wife, Sadie Roberts, Faye 
Curtis, Peggy and husband, Jay Woolwine, 

Nancy McGrady and her sis-
ter-in-law, Nita Kingrea, and 
many nieces and nephews; 
stepchildren Conrad, Dawn, 
Cole, Tessa, and nine step-
grandchildren.

Cookie will be remem-
bered in the Christiansburg 
area for her years of cutting 
hair. Whether it was in the 
barber shop on Main Street 

or any number of other places in town, 
Cookie has cut the hair of a good portion of 
the Christiansburg population at one time or 
another. She was also known for her loving 
and giving spirit. Her family was everything 
to her, and she also held room in her heart for 
all those around her.  

Cookie wishes to spend eternity among 
the mountains, so her ashes will be spread 
near her home at a later date. Th e family wel-
comes donations to Th e International Fellow-
ship of Christians and Jews as an expression of 
sympathy in lieu of fl owers. 

Cookie will be greatly missed by her family 
and friends. Until we see you again . . .

Th e Hughes family is in the care of Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford.

Young, Joseph “Joe”
On May 27, 2021, Joseph 

“Joe” Young departed this life 
at the Oaks of Richfi eld in Sa-
lem at the age of 91.

Joe was the fi fth of six chil-
dren born to the late Silas, Sr., 
and Sarah Catherine Young. 
He was preceded in death by 
his siblings, Bertha, Charlie, 
Bessie, Silas Jr., and Th omas.  
His passing closed out this 
generation of Youngs.

Ann “Pauline” Young, Joe’s devoted wife of 
more than 60 years, preceded Joe in death in 
2017. Th ey raised a daughter and a son.

Joe never dodged hard work and did what-
ever was necessary to help his parents and sup-
port his family. He gathered wood chips as 
his fi rst daily chore and quickly graduated to 
bringing in the wood and coal. At the age of 
12, he picked green beans earning ten cents 
a bushel. Many days he spent ten cents of his 
dollar earned for a bottle of pop and a cake. He 
left high school at the age of 16 to supplement 
the family’s income by working for the Norfolk 
& Western Railroad repairing tracks. Most of 
the work Joe performed manually was mecha-
nized years later.

He was drafted into the Army in 1951, a 
few months before turning 22. He served his 
two-year tour in the engineering center at Fort 
Belvoir in Northern Virginia, training to build 
pontoon bridges and then explode the bridges.

In 1953, Joe returned to Elliston and the 
same job with the railroad. Joe’s railroad fore-
man encouraged him to fi nd a job off ering bet-
ter opportunities and requiring less strenuous 
labor. Joe took the advice and landed a job at 
the Salem Veterans Administration Hospital as 
a nursing assistant where he remained for 42 
years.

During his tenure at the VA Hospital, he 
earned numerous awards including the Un-
sung Hero Award, the Employee of the Year 
Award, seven superior performance-outstand-
ing awards, four special achievement awards, a 
quality-step increase award, and a commenda-
tion for 40 + years of service in 1992.

On a part-time basis, Joe manually unload-
ed tractor-trailer trucks at several food distribu-
torships for 35 years, retiring at the age of 79.

Joe was committed to active and ongoing 
participation in organizations touching the 
lives of his family and him. Th is activism in-
cluded service as president of the Elliston-La-
fayette Elementary School PTA and the New 
River District Planning Authority, and as a 
lifetime member of the First Baptist Church of 
Elliston where he served on the Trustee Board 
and in other ministries.

Joe and Pauline were fondly known as the 
church’s mother and father since they were the 
oldest couple in the church, and Joe was of-
ten referred to by many as Uncle Joe. He was a 

member of the Most Worship-
ful Prince Hall Grand Lodge 
of Virginia, St. John’s Lodge 
#35, for over sixty years.

Joe was a jovial person who 
enjoyed talking to everyone he 
met. He never met a stranger. 
His favorite pastime was sit-
ting on the front porch, wav-
ing to everyone and talking 
with anyone who stopped to 

say “hello.” Joe’s jovial personality and his com-
munity activism earned him the unoffi  cial title 
of “Mayor of Elliston.”

Upon his second retirement, Joe stepped 
up his volunteer service by taking part in the 
Montgomery County Retired and Senior Vol-
unteer Program. His activism in the Mont-
gomery County Democratic Party resulted in 
his meeting former Virginia Governor Douglas 
Wilder and shaking former President Barack 
Obama’s hand during a campaign stop in Roa-
noke. He also served on the Meadowbrook 
Museum Board of Directors until his health 
declined.

With the exceptions of military service and 
the time in assisted living, Joe spent his entire 
life in Elliston, living in the house he was raised 
in and then in another house he bought at age 
16.

Rejoicing in a life well lived and cherishing 
the Joe’s memory are a daughter, Viveca (Da-
vid) Ware; a son, Donnovan (Melissa) Young; 
grandsons David, Douglas, Dexter, Donnie, 
and Derrick; three great-grandchildren, Julian, 
Quentin, and Leila; one brother-in-law, James 
(Lucille) Saunders; two sisters-in-law, Augus-
tine Saunders and Susie Saunders; and nieces, 
nephews, cousins, friends and neighbors. Joe 
was respected, loved and appreciated by many.

God extended His richest blessings to Joe by 
surrounding him with individuals and organi-
zations committed to providing loving care, 
friendship, and medical expertise. Th e family 
is grateful for these blessings and extends sin-
cere appreciation to Visiting Angels Darlene 
Witt and Sue Davis; the staff s of Th e Oaks at 
Richfi eld, the Good Samaritan Hospice, Visit-
ing Angels, Dr. Jeff rey Todd, and Dr. George 
Smith, Jr.

Joe instilled the values of excellence, respon-
sibility, education, perseverance, respect for all, 
and activism in his children and his grandchil-
dren. He will be deeply missed, and his legacy 
will be continued by his children and grand-
children. May he rest in peace.

Funeral services were conducted at 1:00 
p.m. on Saturday, June 5, 2021, at Simpson 
Funeral Home 5160 Peters Creek Road by the 
Rev. Paul Andrews. Interment followed in the 
Elliston First Baptist Church Cemetery. Th e 
family received friends one hour prior to the 
service. Arrangements by Simpson Funeral 
Home. (540)366-0707.

Farmer, Mack Lewis
Mack Lewis Farmer, 82, passed away Sat-

urday, June 5, 2021, at his home in Fairlawn.
He was a U. S. Army Veteran. He was 

preceded in death by his parents, Robert 
Graham and Mary Emeline Farmer; sib-
lings Annie Belle Furrow, Mary Alger, Lillie 
Nester, and David, Walter, Vernon, Em-

mett and Edward Farmer. 
Survivors include his son, Matthew L. 

Farmer; a sister, Betty McPeak; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Services will be private.
Th e Farmer family is in the care of Mullins 

Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford. 
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Apartments for 
Rent

Subsidized 
Apartments for 

Seniors 

Auctions

STORAGE 
AUCTION 

Autos - Cars

For Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use ItchNoMore®

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Section Chief,  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ013851-08-00 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ADVERTISE!

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498Call 864-6498

Notice is hereby 
given to  

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

www.christiansburg.org/ 
youtube

www.christiansburg.org/ 
publichearings

awarren@christiansburg. 
org

Notice 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000845-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000748-00 

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires June  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

UNTIL 2022

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

AD NETWORK

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

AUCTIONS 

334 Acre Cattle Farm. 4 Homes, 
shop bldgs., ponds. All roads 
meet State Inspections. June 18, 
1PM. 8501 S. Genito Rd. Jeters-
ville VA.   WWW.CARWILEAUC-
TIONS.COM VAAR392 (434) 
547-9100

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, Gut-
ters and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-888-510-0805

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF   2 FREE Months! 
1-855-677-4975

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Ad-
vertise your business statewide 
and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

Two Bedroom House. Coving-
ton, VA. Real close to shopping, 
recreation areas. Handicap ac-
cessible, fridge, washer, dryer, 
stove, nice backyard, economy. 
Won’t Last! Call 1-540-962-4085 
after 5pm.

RECRUITMENT 

HIRING? We can help you  ll 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
job seekers. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medi-
cal exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ 
for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Conven-
ient. Certi  ed Professionals. Call 
312-291-9169 or visit Refriger-
antFinders.com

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

BAG 
A GREAT 

DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place 
your ad, 

call 389-9355
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To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?
SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Peace of mind comes with knowing that an experienced 
professional is helping you make the r ight decisions each step 
of the way. We will assist with transferring assets, preparing 

tax returns and filing life or annuity claims.

INHERITANCES

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

540-591-5360
540-444-0291

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

ADVERTISE!

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call your licensed local agent, Linda Walker
at 540-529-1308 for a FREE Consultation*

Virtual or In-Person Appointments

Linda K. Walker, Agent LLC
Independent Insurance Agent

Specializing in Medicare Health Plans
*No obligation to enroll

Medicare Questions?
Let me help.

Email: lkwalkeragent@gmail.com
    https://www.facebook.com/SpecializinginMedicareHealthPlans
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Radford Sports

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

FILE PHOTOCalfee Park

Pulaski’s Calfee Park to host Appy League all-star game

Pulaski’s Calfee Park will 
continue to be the center of 
attention this summer as on 
Sunday Major League Base-
ball, USA Baseball, and the 
Appalachian League an-
nounced that the 2021 Ap-
palachian League All-Star 
Game presented by Penn-
zoil will take place at his-
toric Calfee Park, the home 
of the Pulaski River Turtles. 

In addition, the event 
will be broadcast on MLB 
Network and will bring 
together the Appalachian 
League’s top players in the 
fi rst year of the league’s 
new format, featuring the 
nation’s top rising college 
freshmen and sophomores.

Additional details about 
the game and related fes-
tivities will be revealed at a 
later date.

Th e park was initially 

built in 1935 and has un-
dergone a major facelift 
over the past seven years. 
Most recently, Calfee was 
home to the Pulaski Yan-
kees, but that all changed 
this past winter when Ma-
jor League Baseball decided 
to cut the minor league 
system almost in half. Th e 
Appy took a major hit as 
rookie league teams lost 
their affi  liations. 

Th is came after the 
Shelor Motor Mile Group 
made millions of dollars in 
improvements to the park.

Th e Christiansburg 
ownership remains opti-
mistic as the league transi-
tions to wooden bats.

Morgan Sword, MLB’s 
Executive Vice President of 
Baseball Operations, was 
on hand this weekend for 
the all-star game announce-
ment.

 “Pulaski has one of the 
best ballparks not just in 

the Appalachian League 
but across the entire coun-
try,” Sword said. “Th is 
historic stadium is a great 
venue to demonstrate both 
the Appalachian League’s 
legacy and its future, and 
we can’t wait to see the 
league’s brightest stars shine 
in the fi rst all-star game of 
this new format. Th e 2021 
All-Star Game will be an 
exciting and memorable 
event for fans in Pulaski 
and across the region.”

Paul Seiler, Executive 
Director/CEO of USA 
Baseball, also expressed 
some excitement.

“Calfee Park and the 
people of Pulaski have 
proven themselves to be 
a fi rst-rate facility and fan 
base within the Appala-
chian League,” Seiler said. 
“We cannot think of a 
better introduction for the 
fi rst all-star game ever to be 
played in the league’s his-

tory than to be featured in 
this historic venue. It will 
be a memorable event for 
the players and the Pulaski 
community.”

JW Martin, general 
manager of the Pulaski 
River Turtles, said Calfee is 
honored to host the inau-
gural Appalachian League 
All-Star Game. 

“To have Calfee Park and 
our baseball community in 
the national spotlight is an 
incredible opportunity, and 
we are eager to welcome the 
Appalachian League's best 
to Pulaski for what prom-
ises to be a great night of 
baseball,” Martin said.

Th is news follows previ-
ous announcements about 
MLB’s and USA Baseball’s 
initiatives to support base-
ball in Appalachian League 
communities. 

As part of the MLB and 
USA Baseball Prospect De-
velopment Pipeline, the 

Appalachian League is a 
critical stop on the develop-
ment pathway for amateur 
baseball players in the U.S., 
and this summer and fall, 
MLB and USA Baseball 
will partner to bring “Fun 
At Bat” school programs 
and USA Baseball Com-
munity Coaching Clinics 
across the region. 

Th rough these programs, 
MLB is creating new gen-
erations of fans and players 
and demonstrating a model 
for other leagues and com-

munities across the country. 
Top MLB executives re-

cently concluded a tour of 
the Appalachian League to 
mark Opening Day, meet-
ing with clubs, fans, and 
local offi  cials at TVA Credit 
Union Ballpark in Johnson 
City, Tenn.; Hunter Wright 
Stadium in Kingsport, 
Tenn.; Bowen Field in 
Bluefi eld, W.Va.; and Calfee 
Park in Pulaski; plus visits 
to Greeneville, Tenn.; Eliza-
bethton, Tenn.; Bristol, Va.; 
and Princeton, W. Va.

Marty Gordon
Contributing writer

Baseball is fun again

Baseball is back this spring, and we 
also have it for the summer in the version 
of the Appalachian League’s wooden bat 
league and the Carolina League’s Salem 
Red Sox. It will be so nice to fi nally see a 
crowd in the stands and to hear people yell 
at umpire’s calls. 

We have to make note of two recent 
fun connections to the sport at Auburn 
High School and Radford University.

Carter Keith has been a key for Au-
burn High School’s baseball team for the 
past four years, and this past week, he did 
something that will be hard to accomplish 
ever again. Keith literally played every po-
sition on the fi eld.

His typical position is catcher and he 
has played every position in the outfi eld. 
But in a game against Mt.-Empire-Dis-
trict-foe George Wythe, he started on the 
mound in the fi rst, caught in the second, 
played all three outfi eld positions in the 
third, went to fi rst base in the fourth, and 
then rotated to every other infi eld position 
in the fi fth inning. 

Nine positions in one game.
Rain delays are unavoidable when it 

comes to baseball, and sometimes many of 
the teams fi nd unusual ways to stay busy 
during that “stop time.” No more was this 
true than during a regular season game 
between Radford University and High 
Point. Th e contest is now featured on a 
Fan Buzz online. 

Players from both teams stepped out in 
the rain wearing catcher’s gear while sitting 
on the shoulders of a fellow player. What 
ensued was a “baseball jousting event.”

Radford University’s Mark Peterson 
and Jake Taylor took the victory over High 
Point’s Kyle Mahoney and Corey Swickle. 

Also, USA Baseball has announced the 
schedule for the 2021 Collegiate National 
Team. Th e collegiate team will not face an 
international opponent this summer; in-
stead, this year’s team will feature 48 play-
ers on two 24-man rosters, the Stars and 
Stripes, who will play 11 intrasquad games 
in July.

Th e Stars and Stripes will play 10 of 
its 11 games in the cities of the Appa-
lachian League, which begins its fi rst 
season as a summer collegiate league 
as a part of the Prospect Development 
Pipeline. Th e Appalachian League also 
serves as a national team pathway and 
identifi cation event for the Collegiate 
National Team and other future USA 
Baseball national teams.

Team USA will kick-off  its 11-game 
tour on Friday, July 2, in Danville, Va., fol-
lowed by a game in Burlington, N.C., on 
Saturday, July 3. USA Baseball will host 
the Fourth of July game at its National 
Training Complex in Cary, N.C., before 
hitting the road again to fi nish its season.

Greeneville, Tenn., will host the U.S. 
team on Tuesday, July 6, followed by 
Johnson City, Tenn.; Bristol, Va.; Eliza-
bethton, Tenn.; and Kingsport, Tenn., on 
four consecutive nights.

Th e 11-game tour will conclude with a 
trio of games in Pulaski; Princeton, W.Va.; 
and Bluefi eld, W.Va., from July 13-15, re-
spectively.

Go out and enjoy a ball game with a 
hot dog and some peanuts. Here’s to sum-
mer’s favorite pastime.
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From the 

Sidelines

Marty Gordon

Rule changes for Appy 
League play announced

Th e Appalachian 
League and USA Baseball 
jointly have announced 
the addition of experi-
mental and modifi ed 
rules for the Appalachian 
League’s inaugural season 
as a part of the Prospect 
Development Pipeline.

Driven by Major 
League Baseball’s (MLB) 
and USA Baseball’s com-
mitment to long-term 
overall athlete and arm 
safety, the updates in-
volve the addition of a 
re-entry rule and modi-
fications to the extra-in-
nings rule.

Excluding select addi-
tions or modifications, 
the Appalachian League 
will follow the 2019 Of-
ficial Baseball Rules as 
set by MLB and the Play-
ing Rules Committee in 
cooperation with its mis-
sion for national team 
development and to pre-
pare athletes for a career 
in professional baseball.

RE-ENTRY: The re-
entry rule is for the sec-
ond half of the season 
(July 8 and later).

PITCHERS: A pitcher 
who starts an inning and 
exceeds 25 pitches before 
recording three outs may 
be substituted for a relief 
pitcher to complete the 
inning. The pitcher who 
began the previous in- RU pitcher signs with 

SouthShore Railcats
Radford University’s Greg Duncan 

has signed with the SouthShore Railcats 
after his successful 2021 campaign with 
the Radford Highlanders baseball team. 

A starting pitcher for the Highland-
ers during the 2021 campaign, Dun-
can will be taking his talent to Gary, 
Ind., the Railcats’ home. Th e team is 
part of the independent American As-
sociation League and plays its home 
games in U.S. Steelyard Stadium. Th e 
team has posted an 8-8 record through 
the early stretch of the season so far 
while under the management of head 

coach Greg Taggert.
Duncan was one of the Highlanders’ 

top arms this past season. He fi nished 
the season with a 4.38 ERA and posted 
a 6-3 record in 13 starts. He pitched 78 
innings, struck out 64 batters, and held 
opponents to a .305 batting average.

Over his fi nal seven appearances of 
the season, he was a reliable arm for the 
Highlanders going fi ve or more innings 
in all of those starts. Duncan lasted fi ve 
or more innings in all but one of his 13 
starts. He also never walked more batters 
than he struck out in his starts.

Radford High soccer defeats James River

PHOTOS BY BRYANT ALTIZER
Zane Rupe fires a shot in traffic to score the first goal 
in the Radford Bobcats’ 7-1 win over the James River 
Knights Friday night.

Radford’s Eli Goff dribbles through the James River 
defense.

Evan Rupe scores between two James River defenders. 
He notched four goals for the match.

ning and was substituted 
out of the game will be 
allowed to re-enter to 
begin the subsequent in-
ning. The pitcher who 
came on in relief will 
also be eligible to re-
enter the game in the 
following inning. Any 
pitcher who re-enters a 
game may only do so in 
consecutive innings. 

POSITION PLAY-
ERS: Position players 
may be allowed to re-
enter a game as neces-
sary due to injuries or if 
injury prevention is es-
sential.

EXTRA INNINGS: 
If the game is tied at the 
end of regulation, the 
extra-inning rule will 
begin in the subsequent 
inning, placing runners 
on first and second with 
no outs. If the game re-
mains tied after the first 
completed extra inning, 
the following inning 
will begin with the bases 
loaded and no outs. The 
game will end in a tie if 
a winner has not been 
determined after two full 
extra innings have been 
completed.

On the new rules for 
the Appalachian League 
UCLA head coach and 
Appalachian League 
Steering Committee 
member John Savage:

“The new re-entry 
rule will allow pitchers 
to get consistent work 
while balancing their 
pitches per inning for 
each outing. This is a 
tremendous addition to 
a league focused on the 
development of young 
athletes.”

Bristol State Liners 
manager Dave Trembley:

“Players improve by 
getting game experience 

and the new re-entry 
rule will allow coaches 
to create player devel-
opment plans that will 
provide the opportunity 
to monitor pitch counts 
while allowing the player 
to stay on schedule. This 
is a win-win situation for 
the players and that is 
the most important con-
sideration.”

Kingsport manager 
Daren Brown:

“The Appalachian 
League is laying the 
foundation to prioritize 
development and the 
protection of its athletes, 
and the re-entry rule 
will only afford players 
more safe opportuni-
ties to do so. Our goal 
in this league is to help 
these young players pre-
pare for a long career in 
professional baseball and 
it is our responsibility to 
do whatever we can to 
help them avoid unfore-
seen injuries so that they 
may take advantage of 
this unique development 
experience.”

Appalachian League 
pitching coordinator 
Ray Burris:

“For me, the re-entry 
rule gives credence to 
keeping a player healthy 
by not taxing his body 
and the mind. Those 
who have played or been 
around the game of base-
ball their entire lives 
know that there will be 
times where a pitcher 
will experience long in-
nings; however, it should 
not come at the expense 
of harming a pitcher. It 
is an important step for 
the Appalachian League 
to introduce the re-entry 
rule and reinforce itself 
as a development league 
first and foremost.”
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