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From pagan festival to eve of 
day honoring saints and trick-or-
treating and costumes, Halloween 
has evolved over the centuries

Halloween is a holiday 
celebrated each year on Oc-
tober 31, and Halloween 
2021 will occur on Sunday, 
Oct. 31. Th e tradition origi-
nated with the ancient Celtic 
festival of Samhain, when 
people would light bonfi res 
and wear costumes to ward 
off  ghosts.

In the eighth century, 
Pope Gregory III designated 
November 1 as a time to 
honor all saints. Soon, All 
Saints Day incorporated 
some of the traditions of 
Samhain. Th e evening be-
fore was known as All Hal-
lows Eve, and later Hallow-
een. Over time, Halloween 
evolved into a day of ac-
tivities like trick-or-treating, 
carving jack-o-lanterns, fes-
tive gatherings, donning cos-
tumes and eating treats.

H A L L O W E E N 
COMES TO AMERICA

Th e celebration of Hal-
loween was extremely limit-
ed in colonial New England 
because of the rigid Prot-
estant belief systems there. 
Halloween was much more 
common in Maryland and 
the southern colonies.

As the beliefs and customs 
of diff erent European ethnic 
groups and the American 
Indians meshed, a distinctly 
American version of Hallow-
een began to emerge. Th e 
fi rst celebrations included 
“play parties,” which were 
public events held to cele-
brate the harvest. Neighbors 
would share stories of the 
dead, tell each other’s for-
tunes, dance, and sing.

FUN FACT: More peo-
ple, especially millennials, 
are buying costumes for their 
pets. Twenty percent did so 
in 2018, up from 16 percent 
in 2017.

FUN FACT II: One 
quarter of all the candy sold 
annually in the United States 
is purchased for Halloween. 

Colonial Halloween 
festivities also featured the 
telling of ghost stories and 
mischief-making of all kinds. 
By the middle of the 19th 
century, annual autumn fes-
tivities were common, but 
Halloween was not yet cel-
ebrated everywhere in the 

country.
In the second half of 

the 19th century, America 
was fl ooded with new im-
migrants. Th ese new im-
migrants, especially the mil-
lions of Irish fl eeing the Irish 
Potato Famine, helped to 
popularize the celebration of 
Halloween nationally.

ALL SOULS DAY AND 
ALL SOULS CAKES

Th e American Halloween 
tradition of trick-or-treating 
probably dates back to the 
early All Souls’ Day parades 
in England. During the fes-
tivities, poor citizens would 
beg for food and families 
would give them pastries 
called “soul cakes” in return 
for their promise to pray for 
the family’s dead relatives.

Th e distribution of soul 
cakes was encouraged by 
the church as a way to re-
place the ancient practice of 
leaving food and wine for 
roaming spirits. Th e practice, 
which was referred to as “go-
ing a-souling,” was eventual-
ly taken up by children who 
would visit the houses in 
their neighborhood and be 
given ale, food, and money.

Th e tradition of dressing 
in costume for Halloween 
has both European and Celt-
ic roots. Hundreds of years 
ago, winter was an uncertain 
and frightening time. Food 
supplies often ran low and, 
for the many people afraid 
of the dark, the short days of 
winter were full of constant 
worry.

On Halloween, when 
it was believed that ghosts 
came back to the earthly 
world, people thought that 
they would encounter ghosts 
if they left their homes. To 
avoid being recognized by 
these ghosts, people would 
wear masks when they left 
their homes after dark so that 
the ghosts would mistake 
them for fellow spirits.

BLACK CATS AND 
GHOSTS

Halloween has always 
been a holiday fi lled with 
mystery, magic and supersti-
tion. It began as a Celtic end-
of-summer festival during 

See Halloween, page 5

Battle of the Bridge golf 
tournament supports NRCC 
college education program

The legendary rivalry 
between Pulaski Coun-
ty and Radford City 
is moving to the golf 
course once again.

The second annual 
“Battle of the Bridge” 
golf tournament hosted 
by the Pete Dye River 
Course of Virginia Tech 
will be played on Sun-
day, Oct. 24, 2021. 

Teams will tee off at 1 
p.m. with lunch served 
at noon. Teams register 
to play for either side of 
the bridge, the Pulaski 
County Cougars or the 
Radford Bobcats.

The beautiful Pete 
Dye River Course is the 
perfect place to spend a 
fall afternoon of friendly 
competition. The tour-
nament supports the Ac-

cess to Community Col-
lege Education (ACCE) 
program at New River 
Community College 
(NRCC). The side with 
the most points gets 
bragging rights, but 
both sides win, as tour-
nament proceeds will 
support ACCE students 
from both Radford and 
Pulaski County.

Registration is open 
for teams of four at $360 
per team. Players who do 
not have a full team can 
contact the golf course 
to be added to a team. 
For those who can’t at-
tend the event, sponsor-
ship opportunities are 
also available starting 
at $150. To register or 

See Golf, page 6

The grounds of Glencoe Mansion and Museum will be host to Craft and 
Draft, seen here in a previous year’s offering, this Saturday, Oct. 16.

Craft and Draft returns 
to Radford this Saturday

artist Main Squeeze Press. Food 
vendors will be offering a variety 
of fare, including hamburgers, ta-
cos, and sandwich wraps.

The festival will also include 
musical performances through-
out the day. JoJo Stockton &  
Soulacoustix, a soulful musical 
act out of Roanoke, will bring 
fun, entertainment, and soul to 
the stage beginning at 11 a.m. 
Gate 10, a full array of bluegrass 
musicians, will break the barri-
ers of traditional bluegrass and 
country music beginning at 1 
p.m. And finally, Flannel Juke-
box, a Southwest Virginia classic 
and grunge rock cover band, will 
bring their full band’s energy to 
the stage starting at 4 p.m.  

Craft beer and cider will be 
on tap for purchase. Patrons are 
encouraged to bring their own 
16-ounce metal tumbler cups to 
help reduce plastic waste. Dona-
tions and tips will benefit Moun-
tainTrotter Arts’s programming, 
including Craft and Draft, West 
End Wednesdays, the Radford 
Farmers Market, holiday pop-up 

Snowville Elementary School students enjoy the books they received at 
the Radford Woman’s Club Reading Is Fundamental book distribution.

Radford Woman’s Club distributes 
books to elementary schools

Th e Radford Woman’s Club held 
Reading Is Fundamental fall book 
distributions at Snowville Elementary 
School on Sept. 17 and at McHarg 
Elementary school on Sept. 27.

Th e books for McHarg’s pre-K 
students were delivered to classrooms 
at Grove United Methodist Church 
because of the school’s remodeling. 
Seventy-two books were taken to 
Grove UMC for the students and 
four teachers.

Th e books given to the children 
were ordered from Scholastic Books.
Th ey include early readers, starting 
chapter books, older reader chap-
ter books, non-fi ction, and color-
and-read books. Th e children chose 
their own books with guidance from 
members of the Radford Woman’s 
Club and their teachers.

Betty Overdorf and Vicki Tupman 
are the coordinators of the club’s 
Reading Is Fundamental program.

Th e club has its next RIF book 
distribution scheduled for Oct. 19 
from 8:30 until noon at Riverlawn 
Elementary School.

In February of 2020, Kris Rau spoke about the neural pathways of the 
body and demonstrated a human-to-human interface device, which 
allows one person to control the hand of another. Photo courtesy of 
Rasha Aridi for Virginia Tech.

Kids’ Tech University 
registration opens on Oct. 18

Registration for Kids’ Tech Uni-
versity, which is hosted by the Fralin 
Life Sciences Institute and Virginia 
4-H, will open on Oct. 18 and will 
continue through Jan. 5. 2022 or 
when the program is full.

Registration will operate on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis, and the 
program will be limited to 350 par-
ticipants.

A registration fee of $65 per child 

will be charged upon registration to 
cover the costs of off ering a high-
quality program. No refunds will be 
given. Parents will also have an op-
tion to apply for a scholarship dur-
ing registration.

Every year, Kids’ Tech Univer-
sity (KTU) aims to inspire the 
future generation of scientists by 
bridging the gap between kids 
and experts in the fields of sci-

ence, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics.

Last year, the program had to ad-
dress a gap of a diff erent kind: dis-
tance. 

Kids’ Tech University, like many 
other programs and activities, had 
to move to a virtual format for the 
fi rst time as a result of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. Despite its diffi  -
culties, the program was a success. 
Not only that, but kids were given 
access to locations and experiences 
they could never have imagined. 

Th e program drew interest from 
all across the country and the world, 
leaving Kristy Collins, the Fralin 
Life Sciences Institute’s head of ed-
ucation and outreach, astonished.

“We have never had so much na-
tional reach - or any international 
reach for that matter - for this pro-
gram,” said Collins. “We had kids 
from Florida, Georgia, West Vir-
ginia, Tennessee, Arizona, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and Maryland. 
Last year’s program was also at-
tended by kids who were residing in 
Japan, Egypt, and Turkey.”

Th is year, the program will 
continue the tradition by hosting 
another virtual Kids’ Tech Univer-

See Kids’ Tech, page 6

RADFORD - This Saturday, 
Oct. 16, the grounds of Glencoe 
Mansion and Museum will wel-
come the return of Craft & Draft, 
a free day of live music, hand-
made arts, food, and craft beer.  

This year, dozens of vendors 
-- 35 at last count -- from South-
west Virginia and North Carolina 
will be on hand selling original 
art, jewelry, letterpress cards and 
decorations, soy wax candles, 
goat milk soaps, and accessories.

“These handcrafted and one-
of-a-kind works, ranging from 
traditional arts to trending mod-
ern styles, are a good way to 
support local artisans and get 
a jump on holiday shopping,” 
said MountainTrotter Arts in an-
nouncing the event.

The Craft & Draft merchan-
dise tent will also be selling of-
ficial event swag, including reus-
able metal tumblers and an artful 
2021 T-shirt designed by local See Craft and Draft, page 6
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UPCOMING EVENTS

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

Wednesday, Oct. 13

Virginia’s Rent Relief 
Program Workshop

At 5:30 p.m. at the 
Blacksburg Library; 
Virginia’s Rent Relief 
Program (RRP) can 
provide funds to assist 
in paying rent, late fees 
and other lease-based 
costs back to April 2020 
for those impacted by 
COVID-19. Join Vir-
ginia’s Rent Relief Pro-
gram for information 
about the requirements 
and help in completing 
the online application. 
Attendees should bring 
a signed, current lease 
agreement.

Essential Oils
At the Christiansburg 

Library at 7 p.m. Learn 
more about essential 
oils. A different topic is 
featured every month.

Thursday, Oct. 14

Christiansburg May-
ors Candidates Forum

A Zoom forum fea-
turing the three can-
didates for mayor of 
Christiansburg will be 
held on Thursday, Oct. 
14, at 7 p.m. To register 
and submit questions, 
go to bit.ly/CburgMay-
orForum.

The candidates are 
Michael Barber, in-
cumbent mayor; and 
two council members, 
Samuel M. Bishop III 
and Johana Hicks. The 
League of Women Vot-
ers of Montgomery 
County and the Mont-
gomery County-Rad-
ford City-Floyd County 
branch of the NAACP 
will host the event.

Cybersecurity Aware-
ness Month at the MFRL

At 11 a.m. Virtual/
Online; October is 
National Cybersecu-
rity Awareness Month 
and the Better Business 
Bureau serving West-
ern Virginia wants to 
educate members of the 
community about the 
importance of cyberse-
curity and to provide 
tips and resources need-
ed to be safer and more 
secure online. Connect 
a t :h t tps : / /www.goto-
mee t .me/MFRL/pro -
grams.

Author Talk at the 
Radford Public Library

Author Willa Reece 
will talk about her book 
“Wildwood Whispers” 
in the Radford Pub-
lic Library community 
room on at 7 p.m. This 

adult fiction is “a heart-
warming tale of hope, 
fate, and folk magic 
that unfolds in a sleepy 
town nestled in the Ap-
palachian mountains.” 
Author Reece will 
have some giveaways 
and swag for the audi-
ence with one copy of 
the book to give away. 
This event is free and 
open to the public and 
will also be streamed 
live to Facebook on the 
Radford Public Library 
page.

Virginia’s Rent Relief 
Program Workshop

At 5:30 p.m. at the 
Christiansburg Library

Speak Up
At the Meadowbrook 

Public Library at 4:30 
p.m. This special pro-
gram will be presented 
by members of the lo-
cal chapter of GLSEN. 
April Tarvidrichey will 
be reading “Speak-
Up!” by Miranda Paul 
and Ebony Glenn. Join 
this session for stories, 
thoughtful discussions, 
and activity.

Friday, Oct. 15

Cannon Firing for 
Homecoming Parade

The Virginia Tech 
Corps of Cadets can-
non will be fired twice 
the afternoon of Friday, 
Oct. 15, as cadets pass 
in review on the Drill-
field in honor of Vir-
ginia Tech’s homecom-
ing. The event begins at 
3:30 p.m. Skipper will 
be fired at the first note 
of the National Anthem 
and at the first note of 
“Tech Triumph.” There 
will be two shots total.

Noise Alert: Fireworks
A firework event will 

be held on the west 
side Drillfield of the 
Virginia Tech campus. 
The fireworks will be 
fired at 8:45 p.m. as 
part of homecoming. 
All the appropriate cau-
tions will be in place. 
VT Rescue will pro-
vide EMT standby. VT 
Health and Safety has 
requested standby cov-
erage begin 30 minutes 
prior to the scheduled 
shoot time.

Saturday, Oct. 16

Craft and Draft Fes-
tival

On the grounds of 
the Glencoe Mansion 
and Museum from 11 
a.m. until 6 p.m. Live 
music, handmade arts, 

food trucks and craft 
beer. Thirty-five ven-
dors from Southwest 
Virginia and North 
Carolina will be on 
hand selling original 
art, jewelry, letterpress 
cards and decorations, 
soy wax candles, goat 
milk soaps, and acces-
sories. Live music will 
be presented by JoJo 
Stockton & Soula-
coustix, Gate 10, and 
Flannel Jukebox.

Creative Writing
At the Meadowbrook 

Public Library at 11 
a.m. In person or virtu-
ally on Go-To-Meeting 
for support, feedback, 
and writing tips. Email 
mupthegrove@mfrl.org 
or call 540-268-1964 
for more information. 
You do not need a Go-
To-Meeting account to 
join.

Caturday
At the Christiansburg 

Library from noon to 
1 p.m. Sign up at the 
front desk for a 15-min-
ute slot to read to a cat 
from the Montgomery 
County Animal Care 
and Adoption Center to 
practice reading and to 
socialize shelter cats. All 
Ages. Email shodges@
mfrl.org for more info.

Monday, Oct. 18

Pokémon Club
At the Christiansburg 

Library at 4:30 p.m. 
Pokémon fans bring 
your DS or Pokémon 
cards and get ready to 
battle, trade, and make 
new friends. All ages.

Graphic Novel Book 
Club

At the Blacksburg 
Library at 6 p.m. To be 
discussed is “My Favor-
ite Thing is Monsters” 
by Emil Ferris. Call 
ahead to reserve a copy

Tuesday, Oct. 19

SRS Paranormal at 
the Radford Library

SRS Paranormal, 
spooky local paranor-
mal investigators will 
be at the library at 4 
p.m. to talk about their 
work, show off the spe-
cial equipment that 
they use, and give a 
live demonstration. At 
4 p.m. The program is 
not recommended for 
children younger than 
13.

Wednesday, Oct. 20

Radford Army Ammu-

nition Plant (RFAAP) 
Community Meeting

The (RFAAP) Com-
munity Meeting has 
been rescheduled to 
Wed., Oct. 20, 2021 at 
6 p.m. at the

Christiansburg Li-
brary. The rescheduling 
of this meeting will al-
low RFAAP to provide 
the most current up-
dates on environmen-
tal and modernization 
projects. Broadcast on 
Facebook Live from the 
Radford Army Ammu-
nition Plant Facebook 
page. These meetings 
are open to the public 
and are an opportunity 
to learn about RFAAP 
Modernization and En-
vironmental Projects. 
The public can reach 
out with questions, or 
to conduct research on 
their own through sev-
eral resources, including

Facebook: https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
RadfordArmyAmmuni-
tionPlant/.

Homepage: http://
w w w. j m c . a r m y. m i l /
R a d f o r d / R a d f o r d -
Default.aspx.

Email: usarmy.rad-
ford.peo-eis.list.rfaap-
pub l i c - a f f a i r s@ma i l .
mil.

In-Person Learn at 
Lunch at Hahn Horti-
culture Garden.

“Crafting a Garden 
Vision” with Steve Hale.

This presentation is 
designed to give partici-
pants new perspectives 
on their own gardens, 
no matter how large or 
small. Join for an hour 
of “Crafting a Garden 
Vision” at the Hahn 
Horticulture Garden 
Pavilion from noon to 
1 p.m. Parking passes 
will be provided to at-
tendees.

Friday, Oct. 22

VT Corp of Cadets 
Formal Retreat

The Virginia Tech 
Corps of Cadets will 
hold a formal retreat 
ceremony at 4:15 p.m. 
on Upper Quad. The 
Color Guard will low-
er the flag, and the 
regimental band, the 
Highty-Tighties, will 
play. Skipper, the corps 
cannon, will fire once.

Friday, Oct. 29

Radford Trick or Treat 
Trail and Harvest Festi-
val

From 4 to 6 p.m.., 
downtown Radford. 
Stop at downtown busi-

nesses for treats and 
have fun at the Har-
vest Festival, sponsored 
by Oasis Church, held 
in the Virginia St. and 
East Main parking lot.

Sunday, Oct. 31

Grove United Meth-
odist Church Trunk or 
Treat

An afternoon of safe 
fun trunk or treating. 
Trunks filled with treats 
are being provided by 
Grove UMC members 
and students from the 
Wesley Student Center 
at Radford University. 
The event is free. For 
more information 540-
639-2807.

Through Oct. 19

Crafts to Go
At the Meadowbrook 

Library. Drop by the 
library for Halloween 
and autumn take and 
make craft kits. Avail-
able at the library or 
with curbside pickup. 
They are free but sup-
plies are limited.

Diaper Drive benefit-
ing Montgomery County 
Christmas Store

At the Blacksburg 
Library. Blacksburg 
Junior’s Club and the 
Blacksburg Library are 
hosting a diaper drive 
benefiting the Mont-
gomery County Christ-
mas Store. All sizes of 
diapers needed and wel-
comed.

Halloween Costume 
Drive

At the Meadowbrook 
Library, which is look-
ing for gently used cos-
tumes in all sizes. Drop 
off Halloween costumes 
during library hours 
through Oct. 20. Come 
to the Halloween Cos-
tume Mania and select a 
costume for children or 
adults while costumes 
last.

All month of October

Halloween-Sidewalk 
Obstacle Course

At the Meadow-
brook Library’s court-
yard. Can you make it 
through the Halloween-
themed obstacle course? 
Don’t forget to count 
the candy corn through-
out the course to win a 
prize. For all ages and 
abilities. Those that 
complete the course can 
enter for a special prize 
drawing to be held Oct. 
25.

Passionate Painters
At the Blacksburg Li-

brary. Come check out 
the beautiful works by 
the students and friends 
of VT Lifelong Learn-
ing Institute.

Grab-and-Go Meals
At the Meadowbrook 

Public Library. Off er-
ing free grab and go 
and meals and snacks. 
Children 18 years and 
younger can come and 
get a weeks’ worth of 
meals and snacks. Each 
box will contain a fi ve-
day supply. Th is is free to 
all children/teens during 
library hours. Sponsored 
by Feeding Southwest 
Virginia, an equal op-
portunity provider.

Radford Farmers Mar-
ket

Th e Radford Farmers 
Market will be held each 
Saturday through Oct. 
30, from 9 a.m. until 1 
pm. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. New 
River Valley Community 
Service parking lot (the 
old Wade’s parking lot) 
on West Main Street.

Christiansburg Farmers 
Market

Th e Christiansburg 
Farmers Market will 
be held every Th ursday 
through Oct. 28 from 3 
to 7 p.m. in the parking 
lot of the Christiansburg 
Recreation Center.

Ongoing

RPL and passports
Th e Radford Pub-

lic Library is a Passport 
Acceptance Offi  ce. Call 
(540) 731-3621 to set up 
an appointment. Th ose 
planning overseas travel 
should get their pass-
ports as early as possible. 
Th e current wait time is 
up to 18 weeks.

“Paper Alchemy” ex-
hibit

Currently on display 
in the gallery in the Cov-
ington Center at Rad-
ford University. Th is is 
an exhibition of jewelry 
and other objects made 
from Th urmanite®, a ma-
terial invented by James 
Th urman, an artist who 
teaches at the University 
of North Texas. Th ur-
manite is a unique com-
posite material made of 
layers of recycled paper 
bonded together with an 
environmentally friendly 
plant-based resin. “Paper 
Alchemy” is a dynamic 
demonstration of the art-
ist’s range of inventive 
problem-solving and cre-
ativity.

Goodwill Industries of the Valleys celebrates 90 years
Sunday, Oct. 10 

marked the 90th anniver-
sary of Goodwill Indus-
tries of the Valleys.

Founded on Oct.10, 
1931, Goodwill consist-
ed of a cabinet and shoe 
shop, a store, a mission 
hall, and 32 rooms for 
the homeless. Th e fi rst 
superintendent was S.L. 
Th omas, and he over-
saw the work of 20 to 30 
people operating a pa-
per plant that generated 
about $10,000 a year. Re-
cords dating back to 1935 
list the Roanoke program 
as one of 89 Goodwills 
nationwide and the 64th 

program organized.
Today, Goodwill In-

dustries of the Valleys is 
one of 156 independent, 
community-based Good-
will agencies in the Unit-
ed States and Canada. 
Th e current organization 
was created in January 
2000 through the merg-
er of four organizations 
with similar missions, 
all committed to serving 
people in need. Good-
will’s service area covers 
35 counties and 14 cities 
in Central, Southwest, 
and Southside Virginia 
including Montgomery 
County.

“As we look to the fu-
ture of Goodwill, our vi-
sion is to eliminate pov-
erty through empowering 
individuals, strengthen-
ing families, and inspir-
ing communities,” states 
Richmond Vincent, Presi-
dent and CEO of Good-
will Industries of the Val-
leys. “Th rough the work of 
Goodwill, we want people 
to have the opportunity 
to achieve their great-
est potential. Times have 
changed in the 90 years 
our organization has been 
serving the Common-
wealth of Virginia and 
so have the needs of our 

communities. With the 
support of our communi-
ties and team members, we 
look forward to another 90 
years of service.”

Sharing a giant pair of scissors, Roanoke County 
supervisor Martha Hooker and Catawba Sustainability 
Center manager Adam Taylor (center) lead representatives 
from Virginia Tech, Roanoke County, and the community 
in a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Sept. 30. The celebration 
officially opened a new trail that provides access to 
McAfee Knob and the Appalachian Trail. Photos by Diane 
Deffenbaugh for Virginia Tech.

New Catawba Sustainability Center trail provides 
access to Appalachian Trail, McAfee Knob

McAfee Knob, one of the Ap-
palachian Trail’s most popular 
overlooks, draws thousands each 
year to its awe-inspiring summit 
in Roanoke County. But especial-
ly on pretty autumn weekends, 
that popularity has made parking 
increasingly difficult for hikers 
hoping to take in the view.

Now, just in time for the fall 
hiking season, a new trailhead at 
the Virginia Tech Catawba Sus-
tainability Center will help ease 
that load.

The Catawba Greenway, a 2.9-
mile looped trail that officially 

opened with a ribbon-cutting 
Sept. 30, winds its way through 
the 377-acre Virginia Tech prop-
erty before connecting to the Ap-
palachian Trail. The trailhead in-
cludes a 25-space parking lot.

In addition to easing parking 
congestion, the trail also improves 
safety for hikers along state Route 
311. Crossing the busy road at 
the McAfee Knob trailhead can 
be harrowing. Plus, an ever-grow-
ing number of Appalachian Trail 
thru-hikers now will have an al-
ternative, off-road path to visit 
Catawba and its farmers market 

and post office.
Roanoke County and Virginia 

Tech formed a partnership nearly 
10 years ago to develop the Ca-
tawba Sustainability Center into 
a laboratory supporting university 
research and community engage-
ment.

Preserving the county’s natural 
beauty helps support agritourism 
and economic development in the 
region. Jason Peters, chairman of 
the Roanoke County Board of 
Supervisors, said the county is 

See McAfee Knob, page 3
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575 Arbor Drive, 
Christiansburg

www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

Only $30.00 PER LANE 
(shoes not included)    (up to 8 people on a lane)

Call 382-5525 
for more information

FAMILY HALLOWEEN 
BOOGIE BOWL

October 30th - 9:30pm-11:30pm

FISH DAY

DELIVERY WILL BE:
Thursday, October 28

Christiansburg 1:30-2:15
@Southern States

Wytheville 3:15-4:00
@Farmers Milling & Supply

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

FISH 
WAGON

To Place an Order Call:
1-800-643-8439

It’s Time to 
Stock Your Pond!

dedicated to expanding 
and developing outdoor 
recreation opportuni-
ties for both the health 
of residents and to draw 
tourism.

McAfee Knob — 
along with neighbor-
ing Dragon’s Tooth and 
Tinker Cliffs trails — is 
part of Virginia’s “Triple 
Crown” of hiking, each 
year bringing about 
70,000 outdoors en-
thusiasts from near and 
far to see its 270-degree 
vista. The summit has 
become a key part of 
the region’s identity and 
is even featured in the 
county’s logo.  

That pride shows 
clearly in the communi-

ty. Almost 40 Pathfind-
ers for Greenways volun-
teers spent thousands of 
hours building the trail, 
including hand-building 
rock staircases where it 
connects to federal land.

For Virginia Tech, the 
trail will showcase re-
search at the farm, which 
has been a landmark in 
the Catawba community 
since the early 1900s, 
when it was a dairy farm 
that supported the Ca-
tawba Sanitorium. It was 
given to the university in 
1988 and is now part of 
Outreach and Interna-
tional Affairs.

“Seeing how the farm 
transforms and chang-
es has been part of my 

daily happiness for the 
past five years,” man-
ager Adam Taylor said. 
“Tucked away in the 
hills and the hollers, our 
projects strive to not 
only work to feed people 
and represent agriculture 
in our rural valleys, but 
also to represent farming 
in a way that is looking 
to the future through 
environmental steward-
ship, building soils, and 
creating a local food 
economy.”

Taylor hopes the trail 
will allow visitors to re-
connect to the land and 
consider the importance 
of food production and 
the environment.

“People visiting this 

McAfee Knob from page 2

“We’ve seen an increase in COVID complications, 
especially among unvaccinated women, and recent 
hospitalization data indicated that 97% of pregnant 
women who are hospitalized with confirmed COVID 
infections were not vaccinated," said Virginia Tech's 
Rachel Silverman.

VT epidemiologist: Data show 
pregnant women should get vaccinated

“When it comes to pregnancy 
and vaccinations, the data is clear,” 
according to Virginia Tech epidemi-
ologist, Rachel Silverman.  “We’ve 
seen an increase in COVID com-
plications, especially among unvac-
cinated women, and recent hospital-
ization data indicated that 97% of 
pregnant women who are hospital-
ized with confi rmed COVID infec-
tions were not vaccinated.”

Th e Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention has issued a call for 
“urgent action” to increase coronavi-
rus vaccinations among women who 
are pregnant.

“We know that the risks of CO-
VID-19 infections are very well 
documented,” Silverman said. 
“We’ve had that data for quite a 

while.  Th ose who are pregnant have 
a much higher risk for severe illness, 
hospitalizations, ICU admissions, 
along with pregnancy complications 
like premature birth, Preeclampsia, 
and stillbirth. Th ey are also more 
likely among those who are infected 
than those who are not infected.”

Silverman is a research scientist in 
epidemiology in the Virginia Tech 
Center for Public Health Practice 
and Research housed in the Depart-
ment of Population Health Sciences 
in the Virginia-Maryland College 
of Veterinary Medicine at Virginia 
Tech.  Her research includes infec-
tious disease and maternal and re-
productive health.

Silverman is currently expecting 
her second child, was vaccinated 

and plans to get the Pfi zer booster as 
soon as it’s available.

“I’ll defi nitely be taking that boost-
er to help both protect me -- make 
sure that I’m still protected -- and 
to also to help boost those maternal 
antibodies for my child,” Silvermsn 
said. “So when they are born they 
have those maternal antibodies, to 
help protect them during that new-
born stage as well. I’ll also probably 
get my fl u shot at the same time.

“I totally understand some people 
are on the fence with this,” Silver-
msn said. “We need to keep balanc-
ing the risks of the vaccines which 
are extremely low to the risks of get-
ting infected during that vulnerable 
time when you are at higher risks for 
these complications.”

Mushroom farmer Katie Schofield says when she 
opens the door to the shipping containers in which her 
husband and she cultivate their mushrooms, “a fog 
comes out like a science-fiction movie.”

Virginia’s mushroom industry is not only thriving, but growing
Driving by Scho-

fi eld Farm in Dinwiddie 
County, you would never 
guess that Paul and Ka-
tie Schofi eld have one of 
the largest mushroom-
growing operations in 
Virginia.

Situated amid wild ber-
ry bushes, a few chickens 
and some sheep, are two 
small shipping containers 
and a greenhouse where 
the couple raises and har-
vests around 600 pounds 
of mushrooms each week: 
oysters, shiitake, lion’s 
mane and “a little bit of 
maitake.

“We’re gonna start 
some chestnuts in a cou-
ple of weeks, so I’m pretty 
excited about those,” Ka-
tie said.

Th e inspiration behind 
cultivating fungi stemmed 
from Paul’s education at 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University, where one 
of his professors was re-
searching mushrooms’ 
anti-cancer properties. 
Unable to fi nd fresh, local 

mushrooms for a study, 
they decided to grow their 
own.

“Th en it just turned 
into, ‘Why don’t we just 
grow some more and sell 
them?’” Katie recalled.

Like something out of 
science fi ction

Outfi tted with temper-
ature control, a misting 
system and grow lights, 
shelves inside the ship-
ping containers are lined 
with blocks of sawdust 
and wheat bran substrate 
that act as growing media. 
Mycelium—the vegeta-
tive part of fungi—webs 
throughout the substrate 
with fruit in various stages 
of growth, looking almost 
otherworldly.

“You open the doors, 
and fog comes out like it’s 
a science fi ction movie,” 
Katie chuckled.

Paul explained that 
“you need the right hu-
midity and temperature 
range. Blue oysters like 
it cooler. Shiitake like 

it a little bit warmer, so 
they’re in the greenhouse. 
Lion’s mane likes it kind 
of cool, but not cold.”

Th e Schofi elds mix 
their own substrate and 
purchase ready-to-fruit 
shiitake logs from a farm 
in New Jersey. Th e sub-
strate is steamed, elimi-
nating contaminants be-
fore being formed into 
blocks. Once they are in-
oculated with spores and 
the mycelium is estab-
lished, the fruiting begins.

“Th e lion’s mane grows 
slowly. Once it starts 
fruiting, it’ll be seven days 
before they can be har-
vested. Th ese guys,” Paul 
said, pointing to a cluster 
of bright yellow oysters, 
“take about three days.”

Gnomestead Hollow 
is an ode to fungi

Nestled in a lush green 
meadow surrounded by 
forest and a trickling 
brook, Carroll County’s 
Gnomestead Hollow 
Farm and Forage is a nod 

to mushroom lore.
“Gnomes have always 

been associated with 
mushrooms—you don’t 
really see one without the 
other,” explained owner 
Matthew Reiss. “Th ey’re 
guardians of the garden 
and forest.”

Reiss always enjoyed 
foraging mushrooms 
in the wild. He started 
producing them while 
studying sustainable agri-
culture at Evergreen Col-
lege in Washington where 
he grew his fi rst fungi at 
the college farm. A Vir-
ginia native, he eventu-
ally moved back east and 
settled on his family’s land 
in Dugspur.

“Depending on the 
season, I grow about fi ve 
to 15 varieties,” Reiss 
said. “I have a pretty pas-
sive setup, which relies a 
lot on the ambient con-
ditions. I built it around 
this climate zone.”

Standing in one of 
his grow houses, he ex-
plained how people enjoy 

“You can’t treat a pig like a dog with a different snout,” says Sherrie Clark, interim 
department head of Large Animal Clinical Sciences at the Virginia-Maryland 
College of Veterinary Medicine where researchers are seeking standards by which 
to measure the happiness of mini-pigs, the popularity of which is on the rise. 

New study examines quality of life in mini-pigs
At the Virginia-Maryland 

College of Veterinary Medi-
cine, researchers want to 
examine which factors are 
important when miniature 
pig owners — also known 
as “pig parents” — measure 
their pigs’ happiness. 

With the popularity of 
pet pigs on the rise, Sher-
rie Clark, professor of the-
riogenology and interim 

department head of Large 
Animal Clinical Sciences, 
and Megan Shepherd, clini-
cal assistant professor of 
clinical nutrition, began to 
wonder what people over-
look when they think about 
their pet pigs.

“Th ere’s been a lot of re-
search on indicators that 
a pet dog or a cat is happy, 
healthy, and thriving, but 

with mini-pigs, we don’t re-
ally have a standardized way 
to measure their quality of 
life,” Shepherd said. 

“You can’t treat a pig like 
a dog with a diff erent snout,” 
said Clark. 

Th is may seem obvious, 
but Clark said it’s crucial to 
set appropriate expectations 
for people who want to in-
corporate a pet mini-pig into 

farm can walk through 
on this beautiful trail 
and see firsthand what 

food production looks 
like when it’s done in 
a way that’s protecting 

our environment and 
our natural resources,” 
Taylor said.

mushrooms’ variety and 
unique, earthy fl avors.

“People think ‘earthy’ 
tastes like dirt, but it 
doesn’t,” he said. “Some 
have this really nice, deep 
umami fl avor like the 
shiitake. Oysters have a 
delicate, nutty fl avor that 
intensifi es when you sauté 
or roast them.”

Lion’s mane, with their 
slight seafood essence, 
work well for faux crab 

cakes. Reishi mushrooms, 
Reiss said, are bitter and 
made into teas with gin-
ger and honey.

Th ere wasn’t much of 
a mushroom industry in 
Virginia when he fi rst 
started in 2013, but “it’s 
gained a lot of traction. A 
lot more people are grow-
ing. A lot more people are 
foraging, especially since 
the pandemic. Mushroom 
culture is thriving.”

their households.
“Th ere are so many mis-

conceptions about mini-
pigs. Potential owners really 
need to go into pig parent-
ing with their eyes wide 
open,” said Clark. One of 
the misconceptions, she 
cites, is built into the very 
name — the truth is that 
“mini” pigs don’t stay mini. 

“When we’re talking 
about mini-pigs, we’re talk-
ing about a one- to two-
hundred-pound animal. 
Th at’s ‘mini’ compared to 
a half-ton farm pig, but if 
your pig doesn’t want to 
cooperate with you, it’s not 
just a matter of picking her 
up and putting her into a 
crate.”

Clark and Shepherd part-
nered with Mazuri Exotic 
Animal Nutrition, a lead-
ing exotic animal nutrition 
company, to develop a sur-
vey tool to develop quality of 
life (QOL) in pet mini-pigs. 

According to Mazuri nu-
tritionist Nichole Huntley, 
“With a lot of the exotic pets 
we cater to, there aren’t as 
many resources available to 
guide pet parents as there are 
with more common pets. 
Creating a standard QOL 
instrument that can be used 

for companion mini-pigs 
was a natural extension of 
Mazuri’s aim to be an infor-
mation resource and to help 
improve the wellbeing of pet 
pigs.”

Clark and Shepherd de-
signed a simple question-
naire they hope will form 
the basis of a QOL instru-
ment that can be used to 
facilitate communication 
between owners, veterinar-
ians, and their pig pals.  

For this study, healthy 
pet mini-pigs aged 1 year or 
older have a single wellness 
visit, either at the Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital or as part 
of a farm visit. During the 
visit, the pig’s owner will 
complete a survey about 
their pig’s quality of life 
while some basic data are 
collected about the pig.

“We tried to make it as 
simple as possible for own-
ers to participate,” Shepherd 
said. “Th e only extra thing 
they need to do is to com-
plete the short question-
naire, which can easily be 
done during the wellness 
visit.” 

Participants will receive a 
$100 discount off  the cost of 
their appointment. Th e cost 
of any additional treatments 

or diagnostic procedures un-
dertaken during the visit are 
not covered by the study. 

Pig parent Lexi Vest of 
Earlysville, Va., participated 
in the study during a recent 
checkup for her 4-year-old 
mini-pig, Alexander Hamil-
ton, better known as “Ham.” 

“He sleeps under a heat-
ed blanket all year round, 
and every spring, he’ll run 
over to our neighbors’ 
house and eat mulberries 
off  their bush. It’s his favor-
ite time of year. He can gain 
fi ve pounds during mulber-
ry season, just from gorging 
on the berries,” Vest said.

Vest, who also parents 
Ham’s “roommate,” a 
bulldog named Luna, em-
phasized the importance 
of understanding that pigs 
are diff erent from other 
pets. “Th eir expressions 
are diff erent from a dog’s. 
Your relationship with 
them will be diff erent. I 
had to earn Ham’s respect, 
which has made our bond 
even tighter.” 

Th e knowledge from this 
study will help facilitate bet-
ter communication between 
veterinarians and pig parents 
so that mini-pigs like Ham 
can lead their best lives.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Flat-topped hill
 5. Move upward
11. Admiration
14. It’s useful for serving 
food
15. Kidnap
18. One of the Greek Muses
19. A type of media
21. Sunscreen rating
23. Former Michigan coach 
Brady
24. German town devastated 
in WW2
28. Gasteyer and Ortiz are 
two
29. Leave
30. Forearm bone
32. Very fast airplane
33. Helps little fi rms
35. Defunct economic 
organization

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

36. Science-based stu-
dents organization (abbr.)
39. Feels ill
41. Indicates position
42. Beverage containers
44. Assists
46. Science accreditation 
organization (abbr.)
47. Purpose
49. Group of elected 
offi cials
52. Hebrew prophet
56. They help you drink
58. Lawmaker
60. Charitable
62. Doctrines
63. Footwear

CLUES DOWN
 1. Where wrestlers work
 2. Dueling sword
 3. Practice fi ght

 4. Genus of clams
 5. Fear of heights
 6. What some tell their dog
 7. The Golden State
 8. When you expect to get 
there
 9. Pointed ends
10. Extinct fl ightless bird
12. Feeds
13. Nape of neck
16. Descendant
17. Small boats found in 
Turkey
20. To avoid the risk of
22. Athlete with no contract 
(abbr.)
25. 13th letter of the Greek 
alphabet
26. Brew
27. Feeling of anxiety
29. Young girls group
31. Perform on stage

34. White clerical vestment
36. Popular musical awards 
show
37. Bumpkins
38. One who acts on an-
other’s behalf
40. Direction
43. Look at with fi xed eyes
45. One who helps profes-
sors (abbr.)
48. A large number of
50. Type of powder
51. Large jug
53. __ Christian  Anderson, 
children’s author
54. American state
55. Muslim inhabitant of the 
Philippines
57. Witness
58. Landscapers lay it
59. Type of bread
61. Of I

OPINION

Submit letters 
to the editor to 

editor@ourvalley.org

Buddy can be a little shy when meeting 
new humans but warms up quickly when 
he feels comfortable. In the past he’s 
lived with several small dogs and cats. 
Stop by the Animal Care and Adoption 
Center to see if he is the pawsome dog 
you’ve been looking for.

Lovable Garfield is shy and sweet. Like 
a famous cartoon cat of the same name, 
this Garfield enjoys food, too—purrhaps 
not lasagna, though. Cat treats may be 
more his speed. He gets very excited 
and chatty when it’s time to eat.

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK
Each week the paper features pets from the Montgomery County Animal Care and 

Adoption Center (480 Cinnabar Road, Christiansburg). Th ose interested in adopting a pet 
can call 382-5795 or visit www.montgomerycountyva.gov/acac. Hours are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Home Country By Slim Randles
Steve was out in the Mule Barn 

parking lot the other day, tighten-
ing something with his wrenches 
under the hood of his pickup 
truck. Th e rest of us stood around, 
looking wise, and sipping coff ee.

“You sure it ain’t the solenoid?” 
said Bert.

“I don’t think they make them 
anymore,” said Doc.

“It’s usually the solenoid,” Bert 
said, with fi nality.

Out of self-defense, Steve 
emerged from his cavern of wires 

and metal long enough to say, 
“Didn’t I see you have a goat now, 
Bert?”

Bert nodded. “Th at’s why I 
hate allergies.”

We waited. We stared.
“Well you see, Maizie’s allergic 

to cow’s milk, so we bought Er-
nestine for her.”

“And Ernestine is ….?”
“Th e goat … right. So what 

happens is somehow I have to 
milk Ernestine. Twice a day. We 
wanted to go overnight to the city 

last week. Ever try to fi nd some-
one who will babysit and milk a 
goat?”

“I won’t do it,” said Dud.
“Neither will anyone else,” 

said Bert, sadly. “So we either stay 
home, or take the goat with us. 
Ever try to fi nd a motel that takes 
goats?”

“Not recently,” Doc said.
“So we stayed home. Oh, it 

wouldn’t be so bad if she liked 
me…”

“Maizie?”

“Ernestine. See, she waits until 
I have her almost milked out, then 
she’ll stick her foot in the bucket 
and kick it all over me. Th e other 
day, I was standing in her pen and 
talking with Mrs. Gonzales next 
door, and Ernestine came run-
ning up behind me and ran right 
between my legs.”

“Did you fall?”
“Of course. And Mrs. Gonza-

les tried not to laugh, but it didn’t 
work.”

“Bert,” said Doc, “why don’t 

you just buy goat’s milk at the 
store?”

“Maizie says she needs it fresh, 
because it’s better. You guys ever 
notice how a goat has horns and 
cloven hooves?”

We nodded.
“I don’t think I need to add 

anything to that,” said Bert.

Pick up “Home Country: Dra-
ma, dreams and laughter from the 
American heartland” www.lpd-
press.com.

WalletHub ranks Virginia among states with lowest bullying problem
In light of the return 

to in-person schooling 
this fall, the personal 
finance website Walle-
tHub measured the prev-
alence and prevention of 
bullying in 47 states and 
the District of Columbia 
to help bring awareness 
to its harmful effects not 
only to America’s young 
people but also to soci-
ety as a whole. Virginia 
emerged from the survey 
as one of the states in 
which bullying is least 
prevalent, winding up as 
No. 43 in the rankings.

The website examined 
each state based on 20 
key metrics.

The website noted 
that in the next 7 min-
utes, a child in the U.S. 
will be bullied. It may 
be the son or daughter 

of someone you know. 
It may even be your own 
child. Meanwhile, only 
four in 100 adults will 
intervene. And only 11 
percent of the child’s 
peers might do the same. 
The rest — 85 percent 
— will do nothing.

According to the 
CDC’s 2019 Youth Risk 
Behavior Surveillance 
System, WalletHub re-
ported, 19% of students 
in grades 9-12 said they 
were bullied on school 
property in the previ-
ous 12 months. 14.9% 
of students surveyed said 
they were cyberbullied. 
Bullying takes many 
forms, and technological 
advances have opened 
new ways for bullies to 
hide behind anonymity.

Besides the physical, 

emotional, and psycho-
logical tolls it takes on 
victims, bullying pro-
duces adverse socioeco-
nomic outcomes. The 
Association for Psycho-
logical Science found 
that those who are bul-
lies, victims, or both are 
more likely to experience 
poverty, academic fail-
ure, and job termination 
in their adulthood than 
those who were neither. 
In addition, the affected 
individuals are more 
likely to commit crime 
and to abuse drugs and 
alcohol.

Even our schools take 
a financial hit from bul-
lying. Research shows 
that schools stand to lose 
millions of dollars in at-
tendance-based funding 
due to students staying 
home to avoid bullying.

With Minnesota, Or-
egon, and Washington 
excluded from the sur-

vey because of data limi-
tations, WalletHub de-
termined that the states 
with the lowest inci-
dences of bullying were 
39) Kentucky 40) Maine 
41) Utah 42) Ohio 43) 
Virginia 44) Indiana 45) 
Delaware 46) Colorado 
47) Vermont and 48) 
Massachusetts.

The states where bul-
lying is the most preva-
lent are 1) California 2) 
Wisconsin 3) Alaska 4) 
Missouri 5) Mississippi 
6) Louisiana 7) Mon-
tana 8) New Hampshire 
9) West Virginia and 10) 
Alabama.

To identify the states 
with the biggest bully-
ing problems, WalletHub 
compared the 47 states 
and the District of Co-
lumbia across three key 
dimensions: 1) Bullying 
Prevalence, 2) Bullying 
Impact and Treatment and 
3) Anti-Bullying Laws.

The website then eval-
uated these categories 
using 20 relevant met-
rics. The metrics used in 
the bullying prevalence 
dimension were the bul-
lying incidents rate, the 
cyberbullying incidents 
rate, and the physical 
violence rate.

The metrics employed 
in the bullying impact 
and treatment dimen-
sion were the share of 
high school students 
who missed school for 
fear of being bullied, 
psychologists per capita, 
the share of students who 
attempted suicide, the 
share of high school stu-
dents who experienced 
feeling sad or hopeless, 
the student-to-coun-
selor ratio, the child or 
adolescent therapists per 
capita, and the cost of 
truancy for schools due 
to bullying.

WalletHub examined 

the anti-bullying laws 
dimension through the 
following metrics: state 
anti-bullying laws and 
policies, state anti-cy-
berbullying laws includ-
ing criminal sanction, 
state anti-cyberbullying 
laws including school 
sanction, state anti-cy-
berbullying laws requir-
ing school policy, state 
anti-cyberbullying laws 
including off-campus 
behavior, the share of 
secondary schools that 
engage in practices re-
lated to LGBTQ youth, 
the presence of ad-
opted and enacted laws 
regulating mandatory 
school resource officers, 
the share of secondary 
schools with practices in 
place to prevent bullying 
and sexual harassment, 
and the presence of the 
CDC’s National Centers 
of Excellence in Youth 
Violence Prevention.

Virginia gas prices blow past $3/gallon mark
As of Monday, Oct. 11, accord-

ing to GasBuddy's daily survey 
of 4,081 stations in Virginia, gas 
prices in the commonwealth have 
risen 6.8 cents per gallon in the 
past week, averaging $3.12/g. Gas 
prices in Virginia are 12.2 cents 
per gallon higher than a month 
ago and stand 99.0 cents per gal-
lon higher than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price 
reports, the cheapest station in 
Virginia was priced at $2.85/g 
Monday while the most expensive 
was $3.59/g, a difference of 74.0 
cents per gallon.

The national average price of 
gasoline has risen 5.2 cents per 
gallon in the last week, averag-
ing $3.25/g as of Monday. The 
national average is up 7.5 cents 

per gallon from a month ago and 
stands $1.08/g higher than a year 
ago.

"Last week saw oil prices ad-
vance to their highest in seven 
years with a barrel of West Texas 
Intermediate crude oil surpass-
ing the critical $80 per barrel 
level,” said Patrick De Haan, head 
of petroleum analysis for Gas-
Buddy. “The nation's gas prices 
were also pushed to their highest 
since 2014, all on OPEC's deci-
sion not to raise production more 
than it already agreed to in July. 
The OPEC decision caused an 
immediate reaction in oil prices, 
and amidst what is turning into 
a global energy crunch, motorists 
are now spending over $400 mil-
lion more on gasoline every single 

day than they were just a year ago. 
The problems continue to relate 
to a surge in demand as the global 
economy recovers, combined with 
deep cuts to production from ear-
ly in the pandemic. If Americans 
can’t slow their appetite for fuels, 
we've got no place for prices to go 
but up."

GasBuddy is the authoritative 
voice for gas prices and the only 
source for station-level data span-
ning nearly two decades. Gas-
Buddy's survey updates 288 times 
every day from the most diverse 
list of sources covering nearly 
150,000 stations nationwide, the 
most comprehensive and up-to-
date in the country. GasBuddy 
data are accessible at http://Fu-
elInsights.GasBuddy.com.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I know that some people 
vote only in the years of 
presidential elections. Th ey 
feel that is the only impor-
tant time to vote. But the 
fact is your vote is going to 
count for so much more in 
local elections, particularly 
this year.

Th e governor’s race ap-
pears to be extremely close, 
and the election in Chris-
tiansburg appears to be 
even closer. Six individuals 
are running for three seats 

Vote on the Christiansburg 
Town Council, and three 
candidates are running for 
the offi  ce of mayor.

Th e results of the elec-
tion for council and mayor 
will have an eff ect on the 
progress and quality of life 
for the citizens of Chris-
tiansburg for years.

Th e mayor’s race is par-
ticularly important. Vot-
ers want to support an 
individual whom they can 
trust, who is reliable, and 
who will make the Town of 
Christiansburg a place the 
citizens can be proud of.

People do not have to 
wait to vote until Nov. 2, 

2021. Early voters can vote 
at the Government Center 
any day of the week.

Th e important thing is 
to study the candidates and 
vote. Th is is your town and 
you have an opportunity 
to be involved and have a 
voice.

-Steve Huppert
Christiansburg 
Town Council

Note: Th ese comments 
are mine and do not rep-
resent the opinions of the 
staff  of the Town of Chris-
tiansburg or the Chris-
tiansburg Town Council
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which people felt especially close to deceased 
relatives and friends. For these friendly spirits, 
they set places at the dinner table, left treats 
on doorsteps and along the side of the road 
and lit candles to help loved ones fi nd their 
way back to the spirit world.

Today’s Halloween ghosts are often depict-
ed as more fearsome and malevolent, and our 
customs and superstitions are scarier too. We 
avoid crossing paths with black cats, afraid 
that they might bring us bad luck. Th is idea 
has its roots in the Middle Ages, when many 
people believed that witches avoided detec-
tion by turning themselves into black cats.

We try not to walk under ladders for the 
same reason. Th is superstition may have 
come from the ancient Egyptians, who be-
lieved that triangles were sacred (it also may 
have something to do with the fact that walk-
ing under a leaning ladder tends to be fairly 
unsafe). And around Halloween, especially, 
we try to avoid breaking mirrors, stepping on 
cracks in the road or spilling salt.

WHY DO WITCHES RIDE BROOMS?
Th e evil green-skinned witch fl ying on 

her magic broomstick may be a Halloween 
icon—and a well-worn stereotype. But the 
actual history behind how witches came to be 
associated with such an everyday household 
object is anything but dull.

It’s not clear exactly when the broom it-
self was fi rst invented, but the act of sweep-
ing goes back to ancient times, when people 
likely used bunches of thin sticks, reeds and 
other natural fi bers to sweep aside dust or 
ash from a fi re or hearth. As J. Bryan Lowder 
writes, this household task even shows up in 
the New Testament, which dates to the fi rst 
and second centuries A.D.

Th e word broom comes from the actual 
plant, or shrub, that was used to make many 
early sweeping devices. It gradually replaced 
the Old English word besom, though both 
terms appear to have been used until at 
least the 18th century. From the beginning, 
brooms and besoms were associated primar-
ily with women, and this ubiquitous house-
hold object became a powerful symbol of 
female domesticity.

Despite this, the fi rst witch to confess to 
riding a broom or besom was a man: Guil-
laume Edelin. Edelin was a priest from 
Saint-Germain-en-Laye, near Paris. He was 
arrested in 1453 and tried for witchcraft af-
ter publicly criticizing the church’s warnings 
about witches. His confession came under 
torture, and he eventually repented, but was 
still imprisoned for life.

By the time of Edelin’s “confession,” the 
idea of witches riding around on broom-
sticks was already well established. Th e 
earliest known image of witches on brooms 
dates to 1451, when two illustrations ap-
peared in the French poet Martin Le Franc’s 
manuscript Le Champion des Dames (Th e 
Defender of Ladies). In the two drawings, 
one woman soars through the air on a 
broom; the other fl ies aboard a plain white 
stick. Both wear head scarves that identify 
them as Waldensians, members of a Chris-
tian sect founded in the 12th century who 
were branded as heretics by the Catholic 
Church, partly because they allowed wom-
en to become priests.

Anthropologist Robin Skelton suggests the 
association between witches and brooms may 
have roots in a pagan fertility ritual, in which 
rural farmers would leap and dance astride 
poles, pitchforks or brooms in the light of the 
full moon to encourage the growth of their 
crops. Th is “broomstick dance,” she writes, 
became confused with common accounts of 
witches fl ying through the night on their way 
to orgies and other illicit meetings.

Broomsticks were also thought to be the 
perfect vehicles for the special ointments and 
salves that witches brewed up to give them-
selves the ability to fl y, among other depraved 

activities. In 1324, when the wealthy Irish 
widow Lady Alice Kyteler was tried for sor-
cery and heresy, investigators reported that 
in searching Kyteler’s house, they found “a 
pipe of ointment, wherewith she greased a 
staff e, upon which she ambled and galloped 
through thicke and thin.”

Pharmacologist David Kroll writes in 
Forbes that alleged witches in the Middle 
Ages were thought to concoct their brews 
from such plants as Atropa belladonna (dead-
ly nightshade), Hyoscyamus niger (henbane), 
Mandragora offi  cinarum (mandrake) and 
Datura stramonium (jimsonweed), all of 
which would have produced hallucinogenic 
chemicals known as tropane alkaloids.

According to some historical accounts, 
rather than ingest these mind-altering sub-
stances by eating or drinking, which would 
have caused intestinal distress, witches chose 
to absorb them through the skin—often in 
the most intimate areas of their bodies. In his 
book Murder, Magic, and Medicine, John 
Mann cites a 15th century text by the theo-
logian Jordanes de Bergamo, who wrote that 
“the vulgar believe, and the witches confess, 
that on certain days or nights they anoint a 
staff  and ride on it to the appointed place 
or anoint themselves under the arms and in 
other hairy places.”

Beginning in the 17th century, accounts 
of witches using broomsticks to fl y up and 
out of chimneys became more common-
place, even as women became more closely 
associated with the household and domestic 
sphere than ever before. According to one 
custom, women would prop a broom up 
outside a door, or place it up a chimney, to let 
others know they were away from the home. 
Perhaps because of this, popular legend em-
braced the idea that witches left their houses 
through their chimneys, even though very 
few accused witches ever confessed to doing 
so.

HALLOWEEN MATCHMAKING 
AND LESSER-KNOWN RITUALS

But what about the Halloween traditions 
and beliefs that today’s trick-or-treaters have 
forgotten all about? Many of these obsolete 
rituals focused on the future instead of the 
past and the living instead of the dead.

In particular, many had to do with help-
ing young women identify their future hus-
bands and reassuring them that they would 
someday—with luck, by next Hallow-
een—be married. In 18th-century Ireland, a 
matchmaking cook might bury a ring in her 
mashed potatoes on Halloween night, hop-
ing to bring true love to the diner who found 
it.

In Scotland, fortune-tellers recommended 
that an eligible young woman name a hazel-
nut for each of her suitors and then toss the 
nuts into the fi replace. Th e nut that burned 
to ashes rather than popping or exploding, 
the story went, represented the girl’s future 
husband. (In some versions of this legend, 
the opposite was true: Th e nut that burned 
away symbolized a love that would not last.)

Another tale had it that if a young woman 
ate a sugary concoction made out of walnuts, 
hazelnuts and nutmeg before bed on Hallow-
een night she would dream about her future 
husband.

Young women tossed apple peels over 
their shoulders, hoping that the peels would 
fall on the fl oor in the shape of their future 
husbands’ initials; tried to learn about their 
futures by peering at egg yolks fl oating in 
a bowl of water, and stood in front of mir-
rors in darkened rooms, holding candles and 
looking over their shoulders for their hus-
bands’ faces.

Other rituals were more competitive. At 
some Halloween parties, the fi rst guest to fi nd 
a burr on a chestnut hunt would be the fi rst 
to marry. At others, the fi rst successful apple-
bobber would be the fi rst down the aisle.

Halloween from page 1OBITUARIES
Dehoff , David “Dave”

David “Dave” Dehoff , 
of Blacksburg, born in 
Sedro Woolley, Wash. on 
Sept. 25, 1963, died Oct. 
4, 2021 in Blacksburg. Th e 
son of Suzanne Oliver and 
the late William DeHoff , 
Dave served in the Navy 
from 1982-1988 and was 
stationed aboard the USS 
Virginia, CGN-38, as a 
[Nuclear] Reactor Opera-
tor. After earning his BS 
in Mechanical Engineer-
ing and Masters in Civil Engineering at 
UNM, he worked for several consulting 
services as a Hydrology Specialist. For the 
last 10 years, Dave worked for Whitman, 
Requardt and Associates.  Dave loved his 
family, dogs, photography, biking, and 
the outdoors. 

He is survived by his 
mother, his wife, Circe 
Cooke; son, Ethan “Tom-
my” DeHoff ; daughter, Al-
lison DeHoff ; sister, Karen 
Oliver; brother, Keith De-
Hoff ; sister-in-law, Cas-
sandra Cooke; brother and 
sister-in-law George and 
Cybele Lane; and fi ve niec-
es and nephews. David’s 
family is grateful to friends 
at WRA, New River Valley 
Community Services, as 

well as the treatment staff  at Blue Ridge 
Cancer Care for their compassionate sup-
port.  A Memorial Service will be held at 
McCoy Funeral Home, Blacksburg, on 
Sat., Oct. 30, 2021 at 11 a.m.  In lieu of 
fl owers, please make contributions to the 
American Cancer Society.

Hanks, Dylan L.
Dylan L. Hanks, 25, of 

Christiansburg, went to 
be with our heavenly fa-
ther on Wednesday, Oct. 
6, 2021. He passed peace-
fully with his family by his 
side at Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital.

He was preceded in death 
by his grandparents, Cecil 
and Ellen Rolen and Ed-
ward “Bud” Hanks. Dylan 
is survived by his parents, 
William “Billy” Hanks and 
Terry Hanks; a sister, Kayla Penca, and 
her husband and children, Joey, McKenna 
and Madelyn Penca; and his grandmother, 
Marietta Hanks, all of Christiansburg. 
He is also survived by his uncle and aunt, 
Charley and Linda Hanks; cousins Bran-
don Ramsey and Lindsey Hanks; uncle 
and aunt David and Kathy Graciano; and 
cousins Kristy Sosso and Gina Astorino 
and their families.

Dylan was a 2014 graduate of Chris-
tiansburg High School and a 2016 gradu-
ate of New River Community College. 
He was currently an employee of Duncan 
Ford Lincoln Mazda and was always con-
sidered a part of the Duncan family. He 
was a previous employee of Shelor Motor 
Mile.

Dylan’s passions included his family, 
friends, being on the lake, and riding mo-

torcycles with his friends. 
Dylan carried many titles, 
as he was an amazing son, 
brother, and uncle. He was 
a wonderful friend who al-
ways thought about others. 
His friends spoke of his 
kind soul, caring person-
ality, and memories that 
last them a lifetime. His 
bright smile could light up 
a room, and he lived every 
day to the fullest. His love 
for life was extraordinary. 

Dylan was loved by all who knew him 
and will be deeply missed but never for-
gotten by his friends and family.

A special thank-you from the family 
goes to some of Dylan’s closest friends for 
not only being there, but helping fi ll our 
souls with love, laughter, and stories of 
Dylan to help get us through.

A special thank-you also goes out to 
9 mountain ICU at Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital for their compassion and care 
that will never be forgotten.

Th e family received friends on Sun-
day, Oct. 10, 2021, from 12 to 2 p.m. at 
McCoy Funeral Home, Blacksburg, and 
a service followed. A private burial with 
family will be held at a later date.

In lieu of fl owers, please send dona-
tions to the Christiansburg Fire De-
partment.

Jones, David Lee
David Lee Jones, 81, of 

Dublin, died Oct. 9, 2021, 
at Radford Health and Re-
hab Center.

He was born on June 
23, 1940, to the late Percy 
and Jessie Allen Jones. He 
is survived by his wife of 
59 years, Jeannie Brad-
ley Jones; daughters and 
son-in-law Tammy and 
Donivan Sledd, and Becky 
Hunter; grandsons Roger 
Linkous, Andrew Hunter, 
Dustin Martin, and Logan Martin; a 
granddaughter, April Linkous; great-
grandchildren Kenzie Hunter, Alexis 
Hunter, Lindsey Myers, Destiny My-
ers, Michael Myers, Violet Linkous, and 

Kristin Myers; brothers 
Codell Jones, Bill Jones, 
and Tommy Jones; sisters 
and brothers-in-law, Mae 
Henderson, Janie and Sam 
Martin, Geraldine Correll, 
and Darlene and Wayne 
Ratcliff ; brother and sis-
ter-in-law Ralph and Jean 
Bradley, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

A funeral service will 
be held today, Wednesday, 
Oct. 13, 2021, at 11 a.m. 

in the McCoy Funeral Home Chapel 
with Simmon Jones offi  ciating. Inter-
ment will follow at Westview Cemetery. 
Th e family will receive friends from 10 to 
11 a.m. prior to the service.

Pugh, Randolph “Wayne”
Randolph “Wayne” Pugh, 78, of 

Blacksburg, went home to be with the 
Lord, Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021.

He was born in Floyd County on May 
11, 1943. He was preceded in death by 
his brother, Roger Pugh; his father, Jo-
seph Everette Pugh; his mother, Margie 
Brogan Pugh; and his fi rst wife, Sarah 
Duncan Pugh.

Wayne was a blessing, a selfl ess man, 
who never met a stranger and was loved 
by everyone he met. He was a devoted 
husband, father, grandfather, and friend. 
He loved the Lord and was a longtime 
member of Cambria Baptist Church 
where he not only worshiped God over 

the years but once served as a deacon.
He is survived by his wife, Eileen 

Poff  Pugh, of Blacksburg; his daughter, 
Wendy and husband Mark Gilmore, of 
Blacksburg; his daughter, Kelly Dunford 
and wife Rachel Dunford, of New Castle; 
his grandson, Dillon and wife Alex Gilm-
ore, of Blacksburg; his granddaughter, 
Kassidy Gilmore, of Charlotte, N.C.; 
and his sister-in-law, Helen and husband 
Chib Royal, of Christiansburg.  

Th e family received friends on Tuesday, 
Oct. 12, 2021, at McCoy Funeral Home, 
150 Country Club Dr. SW, Blacksburg.  
A private graveside service will be held at 
a later date.

White, Bessie Hungate Handy
Bessie Hungate Handy 

White, 92, of Long Shop, 
went home to be with the 
Lord Friday, Oct. 8, 2021, 
at her home.

She was born in Mont-
gomery County on April 
7, 1929. She was preced-
ed in death by her father, 
William Rufus Hungate; 
her mother, Lela Smith 
Hungate Flinchum; her 
stepfather, Lee Flinchum; 
brothers Jimmy Hungate 
and Junior Hungate; a sister, Helen 
Hungate Carroll; a step-sister, Glenna 
Flinchum Garwood; and her second 
husband, Richard Th omas Handy.

Bessie was a devoted woman of God, 
a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, 
and sister. She was a member of Blacks-
burg Church of Christ.

She is survived by her husband, Wil-
liam E. White; a son and daughter-in-
law, John and Gwen Handy; grandchil-
dren Brandon Handy and his wife Linne, 

Mary Katherine Handy, 
Will Stone, Abigail Stone, 
and Jarrett Mays; sisters 
Linda Hungate Jenkin 
and Vickie Flinchum Car-
roll; brothers and sisters-
in-law, Danny and Patty 
Hungate, Jerry and Nancy 
Flinchum, and Michael 
and Debbie Flinchum; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Th e family has special 
thanks to Good Samaritan 

Hospice, especially Miranda and Brit-
tany, for their care.

Funeral services will be conducted 
today, Wednesday, Oct. 13, 2021, at 2 
p.m. in the McCoy Funeral Home Cha-
pel with Minister Michael Flinchum 
offi  ciating. Interment will follow in the 
Centennial Christian Church Cemetery, 
McCoy. Th e family will receive friends 
from 1 to 2 p.m. prior to the service at 
McCoy Funeral Home 150 Country 
Club Dr. SW, Blacksburg.
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Medicare has changed. 
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE Medicare Supplement information 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company, call: 

1-833-657-1636
or visit MedSupBenefit.com/vapress

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program.  
I understand I have no obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. 
(MD, VA: These policies are available to people under age 65 eligible for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a 
complete description of policy exclusions, limitations, and costs or other coverage details, please contact your 
insurance agent or the company). Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, L038, F001, F002 (OK: L030OK, 
L035OK, L036OK, L037OK, L038OK; TN: L030TN, L035TN, L036TN, L037TN; L038TN, F001TN, F002TN; L030VA, L035VA, 
L036VA, L037VA, L038VA).

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery stor-
age system. SAVE mon-
ey, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power 
your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall sur-
round. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other re-
strictions may apply. This offer expires Dec  31, 2021. Each dealership is inde-

customers who qualify. See your dealer for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.2021

$500 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

Treasury’s Unclaimed Property 
Program returns millions to 
rightful owners every year!

Virginia Department of the Treasury

What is unclaimed property?
Inactive or dormant accounts from stocks, dividends, 

customer refunds or credits, uncashed checks, 
safe deposit box contents, bank accounts, 

insurance policy proceeds, etc.

Go to our free website today to search 
and start the claim process for your 

unclaimed property.

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

RECRUITMENT

Orange County Public 
Schools Employment Op-
portunities: Nurse, Food 
Service Worker, Bus Driv-
er, Elementary Teacher, 
Gifted & Talented Teacher, 
Substitute Teacher. Please 
apply @ www.ocss-va.org.

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-

one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
h i l tonol iverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other 
 nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
w w w. L i f e 5 5 p l u s . i n f o /
vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-
4974.

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31st 2021. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please 
review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.21

 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF AN 
APPLICATION BY APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

TO INCREASE ITS FUEL FACTOR PURSUANT TO
§ 56-249.6 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA 

CASE NO. PUR-2021-00205

.

-

-

Copies and format

-
-

or .

-

Prepared testimony and exhibits

Copies and 
format

.
APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

sponsor, contact play@
petedyerivercourse.com 
or call (540)633-1807. 
More details are avail-
able at www.petedyeriv-
ercourse.com.

ACCE at NRCC is an 

Golf from page 1

markets, and specialty 
events and activities.  

Visit the Craft & 
Draft website or the 
Facebook page or event 
for more details.

Craft & Draft is pre-
sented by Mountain-
Trotter Arts, a Radford 
based non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to 

providing artistic oppor-
tunities in the local area. 
The event is made pos-
sible by its partnerships 
with Ballpark Signs and 
New River Valley Rent-
All, as well as the sup-
port of local business 
sponsors and volunteers 
and the donations of 
event visitors.

Craft & Draft 2021 will feature more than 30 artisan 
vendors, including, (left to right) Sours Handmade, All 
Knotted Up, and Tinker Creek Creations.

sity. Registration will open 
on Oct. 18 for the event, 
which will include topics 
such as origami nervous 
systems, oxidation-reduc-
tion processes, boat build-
ing, and more.

Previously, Kids’ Tech 
University has been able to 
give the children a “univer-
sity feel” by having them 

participate in interactive 
sessions in one of Virginia 
Tech’s lecture halls. How-
ever, now that the program 
has pivoted, students will 
be engaging with scientists 
and doing activities over 
Zoom. Th is year, closed 
captioning will be available 
for the interactive sessions.

Following the interac-

tive sessions, kids will par-
take in hands-on activities 
from the comfort of their 
own homes. Kids will get 
kits in the mail, and they 
will need to use minimal, if 
any, items from their own 
houses. In addition to the 
scientists, Virginia Tech 
undergraduates will also 
be jumping in to lead kids 

and their parents through 
the exercises.

Th e schedule for the 
spring 2022 Kids’ Tech 
University semester is as 
follows:

Jan. 29, 2022: An in-
teractive session led by 
Amanda Morris, a pro-
fessor of chemistry in the 
College of Science. Th e 

Kids’ Tech  from page 1

oxidation-reduction pro-
cess of salt water will be 
the subject of the tentative 
hands-on activity.

Feb. 26, 2022: An in-
teractive session led by 
Kristofer Rau, an assistant 
professor of basic science 
education in the Virginia 
Tech-Carilion School of 
Medicine. For the tenta-
tive hands-on activity, kids 
will create a STEAM hand 
model and origami nerve 
systems.

March 19, 2022: “Did 
you know that mosqui-
toes are super smart?” Th e 
interactive session will be 

led by Luis Escobar, an 
assistant professor of fi sh 
and wildlife conservation 
in the College of Natural 
Resources and Environ-
ment. Th e tentative hands-
on activity for this session 
will be about color adapta-
tions. Kids will complete a 
“Build a Bug” activity with 
Improv.

April 2, 2022: An inter-
active session led by Dewey 
Spangler, the manager of 
the Virginia Tech Ware Lab 
and Advanced Engineering 
Design Lab. Kids will be 
building a boat for the ten-
tative hands-on activity.

Craft and Draft  from page 1

Send community news and photos to communitynews@ourvalley.org

economic development 
public/private partner-
ship that makes college 
available debt-free to 
high school and home-
schooled graduates by 
funding NRCC tuition 
for two years. ACCE 
will support the youth 
of participating coun-
ties by making college 
within reach. With the 
support of ACCE, stu-
dents will graduate from 
NRCC prepared to join 
the workforce or transfer 
to a four-year university 
without college debt. 
For more information 
about ACCE, visit www.
nr.edu/acce.
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To place 
your ad,

call 
389-9355

HAVE 
SOMETHING 

TO SELL?

ADVERTISE!

To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355
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 p
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Yard Sales - 
Radford City

Yard Sale 

Garage Sale 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use Happy Jack® 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Looking for  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

PUBLIC ONLINE 
AUCTION 

lockerfox.com.

www.lockerfox.com/storage-
auctions/us/

Legals - Craig 
County

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

LEGAL NOTICE 
Walnut Avenue Bicycle 

and Pedestrian 
Accommodations Project 

From: W. Lee Avenue 
To: 1st Street 

Willingness to Hold a 
Public Hearing 

Find out about a proposal

www.vintonva.gov/walnut2

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE COUNTY 
OF BOTETOURT  

Case No. CL21-566 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Radford

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ003213-14-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ003213-15-00 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

TOWN OF VINTON 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 
389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.

Honest 

Evaluations
!

Free Tree 
Inspections!

SATISFACTION TREE SERVICE

Call 540-387-2288 for more information
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Radford Sports
Radford moves to 5-2 with 
win over Carroll County

PHOTOS BY BRYANT ALTIZER
Darius Wesley-Brubeck rushes around the left side of the defense for a big gain in Radford’s 36-7 win over 
Carroll County Friday night. He also scored on a pass from quarterback Marcell Baylor.

Radford quarterback Marcell Baylor tosses a pass in Friday’s win over the Cavaliers.  He threw two touchdowns 
and ran for another as he finished nine of 20 for 117 yards.

Landon Clark gets behind the Carroll County defense for a long pass reception and a touchdown late in the 
second quarter.

Parker Prioleau partially blocks a punt in the Bobcats’ 36-7 win. 

Week Six of high 
school football: Blue 
Demons lead 3D 
points, Radford fi fth 
in 2C football points

Th e Virginia High 
School League has released 
its fi rst football points list 
and Christiansburg con-
trols the top spot in Class 
3, Region D.

Christiansburg has 25 
points to second place 
Hidden Valley’s 24.714. 
Th ose numbers should 
change as those schools 
face each other this Friday 
night. Bassett is third in 
3D with 21.933 points.

Th e rest of 3D in 
points:

4) Abingdon 21.5 5) 
Staunton River 18.25 6) 
Northside 18.0 7) Mag-
na Vista 16.833 8) Lord 
Botetourt 16.8 9) Cave 
Spring 15.333 10) Tun-
stall 12.75.

In Class 1C, Giles 
(17.2) holds down the sec-
ond spot behind Galax at 
18.33. Eastern Montgom-
ery is third at 14.6. Th e 
top 10 in 1C: 4) Grayson 
14.5 5) Parry McCluer 
14.0 6) George Wythe and 
Covington 13.75 8) Nar-
rows 11.5 9) Craig Coun-
ty 10.6 10) Bland County 
10.3.

Glenvar leads the Class 
2, Region C in points at 
22.33. Appomattox is 
second at 20.83 followed 
by 3) James River 18.5 4) 
Floyd 18.33 5) Radford 
17.8571 6) Martinsville 
17.3 7) Chatham 16.2 
8) Gretna 16.0 9) Patrick 
County 15.5 and 10) Al-
leghany 11.2.

In 4D, Western Al-
bermarle is heads above 
George Washington 29.0 
to 25.8. Salem is third 
at 25.8 with E.C. Glass 
fourth at 25.2. Th e rest of 
4D: 5) Halifax 23.285 6) 
Louisa 20.833 7) Orange 
20.6 8) Amherst 19.6667 
9) Pulaski 13.8 and 10) 
Blacksburg 13.2.

In most cases, as many 
as 10 teams from each re-
gion will make the play-
off s.

Games this week:

Auburn (0-4) at Bland 
(2-4)

Last week: Auburn was 
shut out in a 33-0 loss to 
Grayson which held the 
Eagles to minus one yard 
in total off ense. Jackson 
Brockman did rush nine 
times for 29 yards. 

Bland fell to 2-4 at the 
hands of Rural Retreat in a 
34-8 road game. 

Prediction: Auburn 16, 
Bland 14

Pulaski (3-3) at Blacks-
burg (0-5)

Last week: Pulaski was 
thumped 55-6 by Salem, 
while Blacksburg was shut 
out by Christiansburg in 
the Battle of the Burgs.

Th e Bruins were held to 
77 yards of total off ense, 
only three through the air.

Prediction: Pulaski 34, 
Blacksburg 16

Christiansburg (5-1) at 
Hidden Valley (5-1)

Last week: Hidden Val-
ley took its fi rst loss of the 
season to Patrick Henry. 
Quarterback Sam Dra-
govich has completed 115 
passes in 201 attempts 
with 16 touchdowns and 
1,734 yards this season. 

Tanner Evans returned 
fi ve punts for a combined 
185 yards for Christians-
burg in a 43-0 blowout 
of Blacksburg. Casey Gra-
ham connected on 10 of 
13 passes for 202 yards 
and three touchdowns 
while Stephan Myrthil 
rushed eight times for 80 
yards. Graham has now 
completed 52 of 85 passes 
with fi ve touchdowns and 
993 yards on the season.

Prediction: Christians-
burg 34, Hidden Valley 32

Bath (0-4) at Eastern 
Montgomery (3-2)

Last week: Eastern 
Montgomery’s Seth Bur-
leson rushed for 239 yards 
and two touchdowns as 
the team won its third 
game in a row in a 23-0 
defeat of  Craig County. 
Eli Brown added 61 yards 
and a touchdown. 

Prediction: Eastern 
Montgomery 21, Bath 14

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Hokies resume 
ACC play Saturday 
with homecoming 
contest vs. Pitt

B L A C K S B U R G 
– After four straight 
non-conference games, 
Virginia Tech football 
returns to ACC play as it 
hosts Pitt for a 3:30 p.m. 
matchup Saturday. The 
contest will be televised 
to a national audience 
on ESPN2.

 The Hokies (3-2, 1-0 
ACC) and Panthers (4-
1, 1-0 ACC) are the only 
teams remaining in the 
ACC Coastal division 
without a conference de-
feat. Tech is 2-0 at home 
against Pitt under head 
coach Justin Fuente, in-
cluding a 28-0 victory 
last time the teams met 
in Lane Stadium, and is 
seeking its third straight 
ACC victory dating back 
to a 33-15 win over Vir-
ginia.

Tech is coming off 
a 32-29 loss to No. 14 
Notre Dame, a game 
that was decided by an 
Irish field goal with 
17 seconds remaining. 
Quarterback Braxton 
Burmeister threw for 
184 yards and led the 
team in rushing with 

49 yards, including a 
19-yard touchdown 
run. Wide receiver Tré 
Turner moved into 10th 
on Tech's career recep-
tions list with 116 after 
recording six receptions 
for 80 yards in the loss. 

Defensive back Jer-
maine Waller earned 
College Cornerback of 
the Week honors Mon-
day after registering his 
first career interception 
return touchdown on 
Saturday. The junior 
leads the ACC and is tied 
for the FBS lead with 
four interceptions on 
the season, and he joins 
Iowa's Riley Moss as the 
only Power Five players 
with four interceptions 
and an interception re-
turn touchdown. Defen-
sive back Nasir Peoples 
led the team with 12 
tackles versus the Fight-
ing Irish and recorded 
his first career intercep-
tion.

 Coming off its bye 
week, Pitt most recently 
opened ACC play with 

See Hokies, page 10



Page 10 • Wednesday, October 13, 2021 • Radford News Journal www.ourvalley.org

Remember:
December 7:  Pearl Harbor Day

January 6:  U.S. Capitol Day
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Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.
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Hear Better Live Better
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Auburn High pitcher de-commits 
from UGA, commits to JMU

After previously com-
mitting to the Univer-
sity of Georgia, Auburn 
High School junior soft-
ball pitcher Kirsten Fleet 
has changed her mind 
and committed to James 
Madison University.

Fleet set the stage in 
2008 for new NCAA 
recruiting regulations 
when she received a 
scholarship offer while 
she was in the seventh 
grade. 

As a sophomore, she 
led Auburn to the Class 
1 state title with 260 
strikeouts in 120 in-

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Auburn’s Kirsten Fleet will play her college softball at James Madison University.

nings, a 16-2 record and 
a 0.29 earned run aver-
age. After visiting the 
James Madison campus 
this past weekend, she 
verbally committed to 
the College World Series 
semi-finalist. 

Fleet had reopened her 
recruitment shortly after 
the College World Series 
when the Georgia head 
coach announced her re-
tirement. James Madison 
grabbed everyone’s atten-
tion this past spring with 
its outstanding play in 
the College World Series. 

Fleet chose JMU over 
Auburn, Pittsburgh, and 
Appalachian State. 

Auburn High School 
is expected to compete 
for another state title in 
the spring. 

a 52-21 win at Georgia 
Tech. Quarterback Ken-
ny Pickett threw for 389 
yards and four touch-
downs in the game while 
wide receivers  Taysir 
Mack (121) and Jor-
dan Addison (117) each 
racked up over 100 yards 
receiving and one touch-
down. The Panthers lead 
the nation in scoring, av-
eraging 52.4 points per 
game. 

GAMEDAY INFOR-
MATION

Saturday, Oct. 16, 
3:30 p.m., Lane Sta-
dium, vs. Pitt (4-1, 1-0 
ACC).

Pitt head coach: Pat 
Narduzzi (seventh sea-
son); record at Pitt: 46-
35; career: 46-35; VT 
leads series 11-9.

TV broadcast
ESPN2
Play-by-Play: Jason 

Benetti; Analyst: Andre 

Ware’ Sideline: Paul Car-
caterra.

Local radio
Virginia Tech Sports 

Network; Play-by-Play: 
Jon Laaser; Analyst: 
Mike Burnop; Sideline: 
Wes McElroy.

VIRGINIA TECH 
GAME NOTES

Tech has outscored 
Pitt by a 48-14 margin 
in the Panthers’ last two 
visits to Lane Stadium.

The Hokies held on for 
a 20-14 win (11/18/17) 
after safety Reggie Floyd 
made a touchdown-
saving tackle of wide re-
ceiver Jester Weah at the 
one-yard line. An epic, 
four-play goal line stand 
by Tech's defense sealed 
the victory.

Pitt has converted 
only 18.5% (5-27) of its 
third-down tries in its 
last two trips to Blacks-
burg.

Hokies from page 9

PHOTOS BY MARTY GORDON
Overall male winners of the Finish the Fight 5K held Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021 in 
Christiansburg were (from left) Lucas Holland, Michael Quigg, and Michael Baker. 
The race’s top 15 finishers were 1) Lucas Holland, 00:20:39.02; 2) Michael Quigg, 
3) Michael Baker, 4) Nicholas Rush, 5) Addie Tapp, 6) Nathan Rush, 7) Matthew 
Runion, 8) Mark Tapp, 9) Kelsey Frey, 10) Lisa Frey, 11) Bradley Metz, 12) Eric Frey, 
13) Rebecca Tapp, 14) Michael Stohler and 15) Michaela Stover.

Overall female winners of the Finish the Fight 5K held Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021 in
Christiansburg were (from left) Addie Tapp, Kelsey Frey, and Lisa Frey. The order 
for the finishers 16 through 29 in Saturday’s race was 16) Annalise Howard, 17) 
John Holland, 18) Sarah Belsan, 19) Rhonda Maloney, 20) Brody Stanley, 21) Taylor 
Johnson, 22) Eric Johnson, 23) Anna Bosco, 24) Gwen Million, 25) Jackson Rush, 
26) Tiffany Rush, 27) Amy Robertson, 28) Abigail Rush and 29) Christopher Haden.

Finish the 5K

The Hokies own a 
+152-yard rushing edge 
(267-115) in those two 
games, scoring two 
ground touchdowns and 
allowing none.

Tech passers have 
completed 52.9% (27-
51) of their attempts 
for 371 yards with three 
touchdowns and one in-
terception in those two 

contests
Pitt quarterback Ken-

ny Pickett is anticipated 
to make his third career 
start at Lane Stadium. In 
his two previous appear-

ances at VT, he has com-
pleted 51.0% (25-49) of 
his passes for 345 yards 
with no touchdowns and 
one interception while 
suffering six sacks.
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