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Radford life-saving offi  cers 
honored at Radford City 
Council meeting

RADFORD - Th e three Radford City 
Police Offi  cers who were recognized on 
the state level for saving citizen’s lives were 
presented with their awards from the Vir-
ginia Police Chiefs Association (VPCA) at 
Monday’s Radford City Council meeting.

RCPD Offi  cer Clayton R. Benson and 
Sgt. Travis P. Coff ey were 2021 recipients 
of the award, and Sgt. Emily Hite was the 
2020 awardee. According to the VPCA, 
“Th e award for lifesaving recognizes an 
offi  cer’s actions that put the offi  cer in 
harm’s way in the attempt to save the life 
of another individual. Th e honorees from 
across the commonwealth risked their 
own lives in an eff ort to save others from 
burning buildings and vehicles, drown-
ings, stabbings, shootings, attempted sui-
cides, and other dangerous situations.”

Radford Mayor David Horton laud-
ed the offi  cers for their eff orts during 

Monday’s presentation. Buena Vista Po-
lice Chief Richard Keith Hartman, who 
serves as Vice President of the VPCA, pre-
sented the offi  cers with the awards along 
with Radford Police Chief Jeff  Dodson.

Benson’s and Coff ey’s awards stem 
from an incident in August 2020 when 
people reported a tuber in distress in the 
New River. 

“Offi  cers Benson and Coff ey were fi rst 
on the scene and observed the distressed 
citizen in the water and coordinated the 
arrival of Radford Fire and EMS person-
nel,” said Horton. “Th ey immediately 
shed their police gear, waded into the 
water, and swam out to the citizen. Th ey 
were able to calm the panicked tuber and 
lead him to the riverbank where care was 
transferred to EMS personnel.”

Hite’s award is the result of her assis-
tance to a man who had a tree fall on him. 
Hite, who was off -duty at the time, was a 
block away from the man and heard his 
yells for help. 

Heather Bell
communitynews@ourvalley.org

“Without hesitation Sergeant Hite lo-
cated the male subject and found that a 
large tree trunk had fallen on him,” said 
Horton. “When fi re and EMS arrived 
on the scene, Sergeant Hite placed her-
self underneath the man to stabilize him 
while plans were implemented on how to 
remove this large tree trunk. During the 

time Sergeant Hite was stabilizing and 
supporting the man, she was reassuring 
him that everything would be okay.”

Monday’s City Council meeting is 
available for public view on the City of 
Radford’s YouTube channel.  Th e City 
Council’s next meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, Jan. 24 at 7 p.m.

Three Radford City Police Department officers receive their state life-saving 
awards from Virginia Police Chiefs Association Vice President Buena Vista Police 
Chief Richard Keith Hartman (at right) along with RCPD Chief Jeff Dodson (at left). 
The officers honored are (from left) Sgt. Emily Hite, Officer Clayton R. Benson, and 
Sgt. Travis P. Coffey.
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Ginny Ayers is the new executive director of Literacy Volunteers of the New River 
Valley.
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Literacy Volunteers of the 
New River Valley names 
new executive director

Literacy Volunteers of the New River 
Valley welcomed Ginny Ritenour Ayers 
as its new executive director on Monday, 
Jan. 10.

“Ginny brings a remarkable blend of 
impactful fund development and vol-
unteer engagement experience together 
with a strong history of leadership,” 
said Literacy Volunteers Board Chair 
Karim Khan. “We are so excited about 
the skills, passion, and enthusiasm she 
will bring to our mission to change lives 
through literacy.”

In her previous position as Director 
of the Alumni Chapter Programs at Vir-
ginia Tech, Ayers led alumni volunteer 

management and fundraising programs 
for 14 years. She has extensive experi-
ence leading a team to meet strategic 
goals through engagement programs.

Prior to her employment at Virginia 
Tech, Ayers was employed for 14 years 
with New River Foundry in various 
roles. She earned a Masters in Education 
from Virginia Tech in 2014.

“I’m ready to leverage my leadership 
strengths, organizational skills, and love 
for the New River Valley to better ben-
efi t our diverse community members 
right here at home,” Ayers said.

See Literacy, page 4

Carilion Clinic implements 
visitor restrictions

RADFORD – Patients 
at Carilion New River Val-
ley Medical Center will be 
allowed visitors only under 
special circumstances due 
to visitor restrictions put 
into place Tuesday.  

“To help reduce the risk 
of COVID-19, Carilion 
Clinic is implementing 
system-wide hospital visi-
tation restrictions to keep 
patients and employees 
safe,” Carilion announced. 
“Eff ective Tuesday, Jan. 
11, at 7 a.m., Carilion will 
update its visitation level 
for all hospitals to red. No 
visitors will be permitted 
with few exceptions.”

No visitors will be per-
mitted with the following 
exceptions:

Patients with physical 
limitations or cognitive 
impairments, as indicated 
by the need for a 1:1 sitter, 
may have one designated 
visitor.

Two designated visi-
tors will be permitted for 
pediatric patients (Visitors 
must be family members 
and 18 or older.).

Two parents/guardians 
may visit patients in the 
NICU, and both may be 
present at the bedside.

One visitor for labor, 
delivery, and the duration 

of a birth parent’s hospital 
stay. Th e visitor must re-
main the same throughout 
the stay. During surgical 
delivery, one visitor is al-
lowed in the operating 
room.

One designated visitor 
is allowed for adult trauma 
patients.    

Same Day Surgery: One 
visitor while the patient is 
being prepped for surgery. 
Once the patient is taken 
into the prep area, the 
visitor may be required to 
leave until the patient is 
in a room and the clinical 
care team contacts them. 

High-risk immuno-
compromised patients 
may have restricted visita-
tion on a case-by-case basis 
as determined by a clinical 
team.

Visitation for end-of-
life patients will be al-
lowed and coordinated by 
staff  and administration.

Hospital-Based Outpa-
tient Services:

No visitors allowed, un-
less staff  determine special 
assistance is required, or a 
physician has asked the pa-
tient to bring a responsible 
adult.

One designated visitor 
will be permitted for out-
patient pediatric patients 

(Th e visitor must be a par-
ent or a legal guardian.). 

Th e restrictions will be 
assessed on a weekly basis.  

“Visitation is assessed 
on a weekly basis based on 
community positivity rate, 
the spread of COVID-19, 
and mask compliance,” 
Carilion announced. “Vis-
itors play an important 
role in patient experience, 
and Carilion asks that the 
community do its part to 
help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. Wear a mask, 
wash your hands, practice 
social distancing. Most 
importantly, get vacci-
nated and boosted against 
COVID-19.”

Care teams continue 
to encourage visitors to 
remain connected to their 
loved ones through virtual 
means, including Skype, 
FaceTime, and/or phone. 
While visitation is lim-
ited, there is no disruption 
to regular services for pa-
tients.   

Before visiting a Car-
ilion facility, the public 
is encouraged to check 
visitation information at 
CarilionClinic.org/visitor-
guidelines. Th is has the 
latest information for hos-
pital and ambulatory set-
tings. 

Radford University’s Police Department welcomed four new officers recently: (L to 
R) Whitney Shaffner, Tyler Patteson, Christopher Dishon, and Aidan Giannecchini.

RADFORD UNIVERSITY PHOTO

University police department welcomes new officers

RADFORD - Four new offi  cers joined 
the ranks of the Radford University Po-
lice Department at a swearing-in ceremo-
ny on Th ursday, Dec. 16, at the Hurlburt 
Student Center. 

Flanked at the event by family and 
friends, they took their oaths under Chief 
Eric Plummer and received their badges.

“You have taken a step forward to serve 
and protect our community as police offi  -
cers, and for that I am proud to welcome 
you into our Radford family as role mod-
els,” Plummer told them. 

Together, they bring the department 
staff ’s total to 25 members. 

Offi  cer Christopher Dishon is from 
Radford and is a graduate of Radford 

Neil Harvey
Radford University

See Officers, page 4

100+ Women Who Care 
NRV donates $10,000+ to 
Montgomery Museum

The local chapter of 
the 100+ Women Who 
Care of the New River 
Valley recently donated 
$10,625 to the mem-
ber-selected organiza-
tion Montgomery Mu-
seum of Art and History 
in Christiansburg.

Montgomery Mu-
seum was chartered in 
1983 to collect, pre-
serve, and interpret the 
history of Montgomery 

County and the region. 
The museum also pro-
motes an understanding 
of the role of art and 
artists in the region pri-
marily through the ex-
hibition of the work of 
regional artists.

The museum plans 
to use the funds donat-
ed by the 100+ Women 
Who Care to expand 
its educational pro-
gramming outreach by 

making materials more 
accessible to individu-
als and schools; to help 
fund the Town Square 
Storyboard Project’s 
signs and subsequent 
installation; and to bol-
ster new art and history 
programs and exhibits 
that highlight untold 
and neglected voices 
and stories.

See Donates, page 4
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Now through Jan. 21:

Apply now for NRV 
Master Gardener Pro-
gram

Th e New River Valley 
Master Gardener Program 
is seeking applicants for 
the 2022 Master Gardener 
Training class. Th e classes 
will be held on Tuesday 
and Th ursday afternoons 
from Feb. 15 through May 
5 on the Virginia Tech 
Campus and at the Mont-
gomery County Govern-
ment Center. Topics cov-
ered include basic botany, 
plant propagation, herba-
ceous plants, houseplants, 
vegetables, fruits, pruning, 
landscape design, fl oral 
design, lawn care, woody 
plants, entomology, plant 
pathology, abiotic stresses, 
soils, and pesticide use 
and safety. Th e cost for 
the course is $185.00 and 
participants do 50 hours 
of volunteer service. Con-
tact Wendy Silverman at 
the Montgomery County 
Extension Offi  ce at 540-
382-5790 for more infor-
mation. Applications are 
due Jan. 21, 2022. 

Now through Feb.1:

Town of Blacksburg 
Leaf Collection

Th e Town of Blacksburg 
is fi nalizing leaf collection 
in the two remaining areas 
of town: Wyatt Farms and 
Woodbine. Residents are 
reminded that leaves may 
also be bagged and placed 
curbside until Feb. 1.

Now through Feb. 28:

MFRL adult winter 
reading program

Join the Montgomery 
Floyd Regional Library’s 
adult winter reading pro-
gram, challenging patrons 
to read during January 
and February and keep 
track of their reading on 
the library’s Beanstack site. 
Earn badges with each 
book read and activity 
completed. https://mfrl.
beanstack.org/.

Saturday Jan. 15:

Caturday
At the Christiansburg 

Library; noon to 1 p.m. 
Sign up at the front desk 
for a 15-minute slot to 
read to a cat from the 
Montgomery County An-
imal Care and Adoption 
Center to practice read-
ing and to socialize shel-
ter cats.  All ages. Email 
shodges@mfrl.org for 
more information.

 
Dyslexia: Th e Basics
At the Meadowbrook 

Public Library; 1 p.m. 
Pediatric speech-language 
pathologist Vicki W. 
Brackett will give a brief 
overview of the symptoms 
and cause of dyslexia. Her 
presentation will include 
the myths, the symptoms 
to look for in both young 
children and adults, and 
what can be done to help 
overcome some of the is-
sues associated with dys-
lexia. Handouts will be 
provided.

 
Author Talk: Mary El-

len Campagna
At the Christiansburg 

Library; 2 p.m. Join local 
author Mary Ellen Cam-
pagna as she discusses her 
new book, “UNA: Queen 
of Trouble.” Books will be 
available for preorder at 
the event.

 
Teen DND
At the Blacksburg Li-

brary at 2 p.m.
 
Chess Club
At the Blacksburg Li-

brary; 3 p.m. Ages 8 and 
up are welcome to sharpen 
their chess skills. Supplies 
provided. All skill levels 
welcome.

Sunday, Jan. 16:

Montgomery Coun-
ty-Radford City-Floyd 
County NAACP MLK 
Celebration

Th e NAACP celebrates 
and honors the life and 

legacy of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Guest speaker for the 
2022 celebration is Dr. 
Tommy McDearis, Se-
nior Pastor of Blacks-
burg Baptist Church. Th e 
virtual celebration will 
include presenting the 
MRF NAACP/Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Com-
munity Service Awards 
and presentations by the 
NAACP Youth Coun-
cil. Join in honoring Dr. 
King with music, poetry 
and an inspiring message. 
To register for the vir-
tual celebration, log onto 
https://mrfnaacp.com/
MLK2022. A special of-
fering will be taken for the 
MRF NAACP/Samuel H. 
Clark Memorial Scholar-
ship. Each year up to fi ve 
youth are awarded $1,000 
scholarships.Donations 
may be sent to Montgom-
ery County-Radford City-
Floyd County Branch 
NAACP, PO Box 6044, 
Christiansburg, Virginia 
24068.

Monday, Jan. 17:

Crafternoon
At the Radford Pub-

lic Library; 1 to 2 
p.m.Participants may 
bring their supplies to this 
Crafternoon Delight craft-
ing club for adults.

Radford closures and 
Solid Waste Collection 
For MLK Jr. Day

City offi  ces will be 
closed for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. Th e solid 
waste collection schedule 
is as follows: Monday, Jan. 
1,7 will be collected on 
Tuesday, Jan. 18. Please 
have garbage ready for 
collection by 7:30 a.m. 
Th e drop center is closed 
on Monday, Jan. 17, and 
Tuesday, Jan. 18.

Tuesday, Jan. 18:

Stuff ed animal taxi-
dermy

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary, 4:30 p.m. Th e li-
brary will supply all the 
materials. Recommended 
for teens. Email mroach@
mfrl.org with any ques-
tions.

Laid Back Gaming 
Night for Teens

At the Radford Public 
Library; 6 p.m. Registra-
tion required. Enjoy a re-
laxing time playing a va-
riety of video games both 
current and retro. To reg-
ister, call (540) 731-3621 
or email elizabeth.sen-
sabaugh@radfordva.gov. 
Th is event is for grades 
7-12.

Wednesday, Jan. 19:

American Business 
Women’s Association lun-
cheon meeting 

At the Holiday Inn 
Christiansburg-Blacks-
burg, 99 Bradley Dr., 
Christiansburg, 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Th e cost is 
$14.25. Guest speaker is 
Ann Custer, Professional 
Organizer with WOW 
Organizing Services. 
RSVP by noon on Jan. 
17, 2022. Contact Terri 
Welch at christiansburg@
wineanddesign.com

Computer Basics, Part 
3

At the Meadowbrook 
Public Library; 10:30 p.m. 
Th is course will cover ac-
cessing and utilizing li-
brary databases from com-
puters, smartphones, and 
tablets. Databases include 
the library digital collec-
tions, genealogy and re-
search, career resources, 
and resources for kids.. 

 
American Red Cross 

Blood Drive
Schedule an appoint-

ment at www.redcross-
blood.org. Th e blood 
drive will be held at the 
Waldron Wellness Cen-
ter-Carilion Community 
Room and is  co-spon-
sored by the Craighill 
Masonic Lodge. Patrons 
of the Montgomery-Floyd 
Regional Library with 
fi nes who donate blood 
will be forgiven up to $10, 
redeemable only at Mead-
owbrook Public Library 
at1 p.m.

 
Art Club: Chila Ku-

mari Burman
At the Christiansburg 

Library; 2 p.m. Explore 
the art of Chila Kumari 
Burman and recreate one 
of her famous sculptures, 
Eat Me Now. For ages 6 
and up.

Free GED Classes with 
NRCC

Free GED prep classes 
are being off ered by New 
River Community College 
in the Radford Public Li-
brary’s community room 
from 9 a.m. until noon. 
Call (540) 674-3682 for 
additional information.

Th ursday, Jan. 20:

Talking About Books 
Nonfi ction: “Th e Good 
Neighbor - Th e Life and 
Work of Fred Rogers”

At the Christiansburg 
Library; 11 a.m. Discussed 
this month is  “Th e Good 
Neighbor: Th e Life and 
Work of Fred Rogers” by 
Maxwell King. Meeting 
in-person and virtually.

Snowstorm Slime

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary; 3:30 p.m. Make 
some fun snowstorm slim.! 
Supplies are limited. Email 
mroach@mfrl.org with 
any questions.

Dungeons & Dragons 
- Level 3

Adventure into the 
world of Dungeons & 
Dragons with the Radford 
Public Library from 4:30 
to 7 p.m. Email duncan.
hall@radfordva.gov to get 
set up with everything 
needed to build a level 3 
hero. Hybrid virtual atten-
dance options are available 
for those interested.

Saturday Jan. 22:

Friends of the Library 
Book Sale

An all-day event at the 
Blacksburg Library; $5 per 
bag of books, $1 for hard-
backs, $.50 for paperbacks. 
Support the Friends of the 
Library and score some 
deals on terrifi c books.

Tuesday, Jan. 25:

Rock Painting
At the Meadowbrook 

Public Library; 4:30 p.m. 
Paint rocks to look like 
a fi sh (or other aquatic 
creature) and put them in 
a fi shbowl for a personal 
aquarium. All supplies are 
provided, and this is a free 
event. Recommended for 
ages 10 and up. Spaces are 
limited so pre-registration 
is required.

Science-Fiction/Fan-
tasy Book Club: “Trail of 
Lightning”

Blacksburg Library; 
6:30 p.m. To be discussed 
is “Trail of Lightning” by 
Rebecca Roanhorse. Call 
540-552-8246 to reserve 
a copy.

Wednesday, Jan. 26:

Lunch and Learn: Lis-
tening Session

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary; noon. Sustainable 
Blacksburg is making a 
January listening session 
an annual tradition to keep 
building on the progress 
and incorporate new ideas 
for the new year.Th is is a 
fun, interactive commu-
nity listening and brain-
storming session.  Meeting 
in person or via Zoomby 
registering at https://
go.mfrl.org/BB012622.

 
Saturday, Jan. 29:

Click Smarter pho-
tography Q and A

Radford Public Li-
brary from 11 a.m. to 
noon. Talk to profession-
al photographer Charlie 
Whitescarver about pho-

tography. He can look at 
your photographs and 
provide some tips on 
how to improve them. 
Masks are required for 
in-person attendance of 
library programs. Whit-
escarver has been taking 
pictures and teaching the 
art of photography since 
the mid-1970s.

Quilting Marathon
At the Meadowbrook 

Public Library; 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Th e Meadow-
brook Quilters are host-
ing a quilting marathon. 
Th e public is invited to 
see these skilled individu-
als working on quilts. Th e 
event is open to everyone 
at any skill level to come 
and join in the quilting 
or to just ask questions. 

 
Bookmark Making
Blacksburg Library; 2 

p.m. Use basic hand sew-
ing skills to create a color-
ful elastic bookmark that 
fi ts many sizes of books. 
A quick and fun craft for 
anyone who can sew a 
few stitches. Best for ages 
8 and up. All supplies 
provided; registration 
recommended. Call the 
library at 540-552-8246.

Sunday, Jan. 30:

Teen Game Day
Blacksburg Library; 

1 p.m. Spend an after-
noon playing games like 
Among Us and Jackbox 
in person with other 
teens. Bring a device and 
download Among Us pri-
or to the program. Pizza 
and beverages will be 
provided. Registration is 
required.

 
Wednesday, Feb. 2:

Radford Chamber 
Business Over Breakfast

Th e Radford Chamber 
of Commerce is hosting 
Business Over Breakfast 
at BT’S on Tyler Avenue 
at 8 a.m. Th e seaker is to 
be determined. Registra-
tion is required by click-
ing the “register here” 
link on the Chamber’s 
website (www.radford-
chamber.com).

Thursday, Feb. 10:

River City Quilt 
Guild

The River City Quilt 
Guild meets the sec-
ond Thursday of each 
month at 9:30 a.m. in 
Grove United Methodist 
Church, 1020 Tyler Av-
enue, Radford. All skill 
levels of quilters are wel-
come. For more infor-
mation call Anna Handy, 
540 320 7791. 

DOG TAGS DUE

February 1st, 2022
For Radford City Residents

Fees: Male/Female $10.00            Unsexed $3.00

These may be purchased 
at the following locations:

City Treasurer’s Office----619 Second Street
Office Hours: Mon---Fri 8:30am---5:00pm

West End Animal Clinic---829 Second Street
Radford Animal Hospital---7367 Lee Highway
Riverside Veterinary Clinic---210 E. Main Street

Authorized by Janet H. Jones
Radford City Treasurer
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575 Arbor Drive, Christiansburg

What Does 
Game Time 

Mean?
Bowling for all ages

Laser Tag              Spin Bumpers** **Arcade some of newest games on market

Nice office spaces available in the McCraw 
Building in Radford. 616 West Main Street Off 
Sreet parking. Heat Pumps.  Ins. Windows. In-
ternet available. Space 1. 3 large offices with 
rest room. Coffee room. Nice. $650 a month. 
Space 2. Nicer office space with 3 private offic-
es plus large open receptionist/waiting room. 
2 restrooms. Owner furnishes water, garbage 
pickup, and hot water. $850 per month Agent 
owned.  Available now.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

McCraw Real Estate 
Call 320-5200 for appointment to view

Inorganic Ventures expands with new enterprise development team 
CHRISTIANSBURG – Inorganic 

Ventures, a manufacturer of high-quality 
analytical inorganic standards for testing 
in a wide range of industries, Monday 
announced the addition of a new enter-
prise development division. Led by Jus-
tin Yalung, Chief Operating Offi  cer, the 
company’s enterprise development arm 
will have overall authority for developing 
new products and expanding the organi-
zation’s portfolio.  

“Th e enterprise development division 
will play an integral role in defi ning the 
future expansion eff orts of Inorganic 
Ventures,” said Yalung. “Th e newly ap-
pointed team will be instrumental in ex-
ploring the intersection of the company’s 
core business capabilities and decades of 
experience with its existing customer base 
and the limitless market opportunities 
that the company can expand into.” 

As part of the announcement, the com-
pany has appointed Tyler Farnsworth to 
the newly created role of Head of Product 

Development. In this role, he will have 
oversight and responsibility for identify-
ing and developing new products and ex-
panding existing product applications to 
penetrate markets outside the company’s 
core business lines. 

Prior to joining Inorganic Ventures, 
Dr. Farnsworth served as a research sci-
entist with Luna Innovations where he 
conducted applied materials research and 
product development bridging the mili-
tary and commercial sectors. Farnsworth 
earned his doctorate at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of 
South Carolina Upstate. 

Th e company also promoted Tom Bo-
rak to the newly created role of Head of 
Commercial Development. His respon-
sibility will include overseeing the com-
pany’s expansion into new product lines, 
additional services, and growing business. 
Borak previously served as customer ex-
perience manager for the organization. Christiansburg’s Inorganic Ventures has announced a major expansion with the 

creation of a new enterprise development team that will develop new products.
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Southwest Virginia Legal Aid Society 
celebrates its 50th anniversary

With an offi  ce in Christiansburg, 
Southwest Virginia Legal Aid Society, 
Inc., its celebrating its 50th anniversary 
in 2022.

Th e society was established in 1972 
as a one-attorney, two county-program 
supporting Smyth and Bland Counties. 
Major legal eff orts fi rst began with a focus 
on opening hospital doors to low-income 
pregnant women in need of obstetrical 
care. Th e fi rst director, Joseph S. Tate, 
focused on helping low-income indi-
viduals and families with civil law cases, 
providing outreach education, and work-
ing with Emory and Henry College to 
prepare educational materials for the low-
income people. 

Today, the legal aid society operates as 
a 501(c)(3) law fi rm with three offi  ces lo-
cated in Castlewood, Marion, and Chris-
tiansburg, staffi  ng over 40 employees 
throughout a service area consisting of 17 
counties and four small cities.

As part of the 50th Anniversary events, 
the legal aid society is focusing on an in-
creased social media presence and has 
launched a new website, www.svlas.org, 
which features a user-friendly menu and 
easier navigation tools for clients, donors 
and partners. Additionally, the society is 
planning several educational webinar ses-
sions and other notable events to include 
two annual conferences: the Elder Abuse 
Conference (June 10, 2022) and the 

Domestic Violence Conference (Oct. 7, 
2022).

“For fi fty years, the Southwest Virginia 
Legal Aid Societyhas provided assistance 
to over 300,000 low-income Southwest 
Virginians,” said the society’s executive di-
rector, Joseph R. Carico. “Our attorneys 
and staff  stand ready to continue to serve 
the people here with their personal strug-
gles and during these challenging times.”

Anyone needing legal assistance may 
call legal aid at 1-888-201-2772 to ap-
ply for services. Th e call is free, and intake 
staff  are available to take calls Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Th ose seeking assistance can also apply 
online 24 hours a day at www.svlas.org.SUBMITTED PHOTO

Soaring fertilizer prices have farmers bracing for spring planting
As fertilizer costs con-

tinue to rise, farmers are 
working hard to plan and 
budget for the 2022 grow-
ing season.

Fertilizer is a necessity 
for farmers, allowing them 
to achieve the high yields 
needed to meet demand 
and keep their operations 
afl oat. According to the 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation, fertilizer costs 
have risen as much as 
300% in some areas, add-
ing signifi cant pressure to 
farmers’ pocketbooks.

“It’s just so outrageously 
high. It’s pretty unreal,” 
said Richard Kitchen, a 
Southampton County 
farmer and member of 
Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation’s Cotton Advi-
sory Committee.

Kitchen grows cotton, 
peanuts, corn, soybeans, 
and wheat at Plank Road 
Farms in Courtland. He 
said while he isn’t using 
much fertilizer during the 
winter, he’ll have to be 
strategic in the spring.

“It’ll be a lot of sharpen-
ing the pencil and decid-
ing what is going to be the 
best crop mix for the 2022 
growing season,” Kitchen 

said. “Maybe that means 
not growing as many acres 
of crops that require a lot 
of fertilizer.”

American Farm Bu-
reau Federation says that 
increased global demand; 
energy costs; increased 
prices of raw nutrients like 
nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium; supply chain 
disruptions; and trade du-
ties are all contributing to 
sky-high prices.

Kitchen said that many 
farmers had stellar grow-
ing seasons with larger 
yields in 2021. Combined 
with higher commodity 
prices, farmers were in a 
good position to make 
extra income, money that 
could be saved or reinvest-
ed back into the farm.

“Unfortunately, a lot 
of those profi ts are going 
to be diminished because 
you’re already going to be 
spending this money just 
to buy fertilizer so we’re 
able to farm next year,” 
Kitchen said. “So where 
normally we’d be excited, 
it’s knocking us back a 
notch.”

In Westmoreland 
County, Sparky Crossman 
said high fertilizer prices 

are just another thing for 
farmers to contend with, 
alongside unpredictable 
weather, pests, and other 
factors that come into play 
when growing crops.

“When commod-
ity prices go up, fertilizer, 
seed, and everything tend 
to follow,” he said. “It goes 
up quickly and stays there 
for a while, and it’s a long 
time coming back until 
commodity prices start 
dropping again.”

Crossman owns Laurel 
Springs Grain Corpora-
tion in Mount Holly where 
he grows corn and grain 
on about 500 acres. He 
noted that corn requires 
the most nitrogen, and ac-
cording to the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, 
nitrogen costs have risen 
over 159% compared to 
September 2020.

Crossman said farmers 
will have to “tighten their 
belts.” He added that he 
may reduce the amount of 
fertilizer he uses in 2022. 
“It probably wouldn’t hurt 
me for a year or so, but if 
prices stay up there a long 
time, it would really hurt 
everyone. I don’t like it, 
but what can we do?” SUBMITTED PHOTO

Virginia Forestry Department urges caution for burning storm debris

In the wake of recent 
storms that hit Virginia, 
offi  cials with the Virginia 
Department of Forestry 
(VDOF) is encouraging 
people to practice safe 
burning if and when they 
begin burning yard debris 
and blown down limbs 
and trees.

Th e VDOF regulates 
open burning and there 

are several rules, regula-
tions, and tips that resi-
dents need to follow to 
stay safe, stay legal, and 
avoid undesirable im-
pacts from smoke.

From Feb. 15 through 
the end of April, it is il-
legal to burn BEFORE 4 
p.m. if you’re within 300 
feet of woods or dry grass 
leading to the woods. 
Visit https://dof.virginia.
gov/wildland-prescribed-
fire/wildfire-prevention/
before-you-burn/ for 
complete regulations.

Th e department off ers 
these tips to ensure re-
sponsible burning:

Start any burn as early 
as possible (after 4 p.m. 
during fi re season), so the 
fi re will have time to die 
down before evening sets 

in.
Citizens should follow 

any local burning ordi-
nances that are in eff ect 
in their area.

Have enough people 
on-site to keep the fi re at-
tended to and controlled 
at all times.

Keep handy a water 
hose, shovel, or other 
means to put out the fi re.

Make sure the fi re is 
completely out before 
leaving it. Th is means no 

smoke and no heat.
Call 911 for help im-

mediately if your fi re es-
capes. Several minutes 
may pass before a fi re de-
partment or the Forestry 
Department can arrive 
on the scene.

Be aware that you 
might be held liable for 
the cost of suppression 
and damages to the prop-
erty of others.

Burn piles should be 
located in an area that 

has been cleared down 
to bare soil, less than 10 
feet in diameter, at least 
25 feet from any forested 
area (grasslands, brush 
or wildlands), at least 25 
feet from your home or 
other combustible struc-
ture, and at least 50 feet 
from any public roadway.

Th e department of-
fers the following burn 
don’t’s.

Don’t burn household 
garbage (including paper 

products), treated lum-
ber, plastics, rubber ma-
terials, tires, pesticides, 
paint and aerosol con-
tainers. Burning these 
items is illegal.

Don’t burn wet mate-
rials, as this creates exces-
sive smoke.

Don’t burn on windy 
days.

Don’t leave a fi re unat-
tended, even for a mo-
ment. Escaped debris 
fi res can spread quickly.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

radfordnewsjournal.com



Page 4 • Saturday, January 15, 2022 • Radford News Journal www.ourvalley.org

Radford News Journal is a newspaper of, by and for the people of 
Radford.  We encourage letters from our readers on topics of gen-
eral interest to the community and responses to our articles and 
columns.  Letters must be signed and have a telephone number 
where you can be reached for verification.  All letters will be veri-
fied before publication.  We reserve the right to deny publication 
of any letter and edit letters for length, content and style.

Radford News Journal (USPS 387-780) is published twice a 
week for $44 a year in the City of Radford, $53 elsewhere in 
Virginia, and $54 out of state by Virginia Media Inc., P.O. Box 429, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901.  Periodical postage paid at Christiansburg, 
VA.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to RADFORD NEWS 
JOURNAL 1633 W. Main St., Salem, VA 24153.

(540) 389-9355  

P.O. Box 1125 • Salem, VA 24153

USPS 387-780 • ourvalley.org

Serving Radford since 1884

RADFORD 
NEWS JOURNAL

Michael Showell, Publisher 

Ed McMinn, Editor ........................................................ editor@ourvalley.org

Heather Bell, Community News Editor ................... communitynews@ourvalley.org

Lynn Hurst, General Manager ........................................ lhurst@ourvalley.org

Randy Thompson, Advertising Consultant ......................... advertise@ourvalley.org

Give us your view: communitynews@ourvalley.org

To subscribe: (540) 389-9355 

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Point one point E of due S
  4. Slithered
  8. The brain and spinal cord 
(abbr.)
11. Direct the steering of a ship
13. Chops with irregular blows
15. Plural of hilum
16. Incline from vertical (geo.)
17. Simple word forms
18. Paddles 
19. Roman garment
21. Meat skewers
23. Ethiopia (abbr.)
25. The cry made by sheep
26. Beatty-Bening movie
30. Concealed
33. Political action committee
34. High rock piles (Old English)
35. Scottish County (abbr.)
36. Goat and camel hair fabric

37. A very large body of water
38. Fabric stain
39. Israeli city ___ Aviv
40. Shoe’s underside
42. Military legal corps
43. Patti Hearst’s captors
44. Undecided
48. ‘__ death do us part
49. Supervises flying
50. Many headed monsters
54. Literary language of Pakistan
57. Halo
58. Hawaiian hello
63. Lubricants
65. Mild exclamation
66. Greek fresh-water nymph
67. Nickname for grandmother
68. A restaurant bill
69. Automaker Ransom E.
70. A young man
CLUES DOWN

  1. Schenectady County Airport 
  2. Small water craft
  3. Opposite of ecto
  4. The woman
  5. Skeletal muscle
  6. Devoid of warmth and cordiality
  7. Decameter
  8. Italian goodbye
  9. Mediation council
10. Impudence
12. A desert in S Israel
14. Japanese seaport
15. Nob or goblin
20. Ingested
22. Swiss river
24. Protects head from weather
25. Lava rock
26. Designer identifier
27. 34470 FL
28. Petrified ancient animal
29. Gas used in refrigeration

30. Journeys to Mecca
31.  Eighth month, Jewish calendar
32. Small indefinite quantity
33. Taps
41. Extremely high frequency
44. Iguanidae genus
45.  From the Leaning Tower’s city
46. Cologne
47. Moses’ elder brother (Bible)
50. A minute amount (Scott)
51. Hindu name for 4 epochs
52. Faded and dull
53. Radioactivity unit
55. The face of a clock
56. The inner forearm bone
59. Tai language of the Mekong 
region
60. Embrocate
61. Possessed
62. Public promotions
64. Sorrowful
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Literacy from page 1
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Th e following is a list of forecasted high-
way projects that may impact traffi  c travel-
ing in the 12-county Salem Transportation 
District this week. Work schedules and 
construction project timelines are always 
subject to change and weather dependent. 
Th e Salem District covers Bedford, Bo-
tetourt, Carroll, Craig, Floyd, Franklin, 
Giles, Henry, Montgomery, Patrick, Pu-
laski, and Roanoke counties

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
I-81 NORTHBOUND AT EXIT 

105 NEW RIVER BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT IN MONTGOMERY COUN-
TY – Lane and shoulder closures may be 
in place near exit 105. Lane closure may 
be in eff ect during the week from 8 p.m. 
to 7 a.m. Shoulder closures may be in ef-
fect at any time during the week. Slow rolls 
may be performed on I-81 in the north 
and southbound lanes from mile marker 
104 to 106 from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. Speed 
limit is reduced to 60 miles per hour in the 
work zone. Shoulder closures will remain 
in place though the duration of the proj-
ect. Project completion is estimated by late 
2022.

LANE CLOSURES:
Right lane closures may be in place on 

I-81 northbound between mile markers 
104-105 during nighttime hours, 7 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. the following morning.

SLOW ROLLS: Slow rolls may be uti-
lized periodically on both the northbound 
and southbound lanes from mile marker 
98-109 for structural steel deliveries and 
setting beams.

I-81 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 
AT EXIT 114 IN MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY – Th e bridge replacement of 
the two Interstate 81 bridges over Route 
8, northbound and southbound, is under-
way. Drivers can expect alternating lane 
and shoulder closures, northbound and 
southbound, from mile marker 114 to 
115. Exit 114 ramp shoulder closures will 
be ongoing from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Speed 
limit is reduced to 60 mph in the work 
zone.  Route 8 will have alternating north-
bound and southbound shoulder and lane 
closures, day or night, as needed between 
the I-81 on and off  ramps. A temporary 
traffi  c signal will direct traffi  c on Route 8 
throughout the duration of the project. 
Access to all properties will be maintained 
during construction. Estimated comple-
tion is early 2022.

LANE CLOSURES: Alternating lane 
closures may be in place for milling and 
paving on I-81 southbound during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the next 
morning. Expect lane closures on Route 8 
between the on and off  ramps of I-81.

RAMP CLOSURES: Weather permit-
ting, the I-81 southbound exit 114 on and 
off  ramps may be closed during nighttime 
hours for milling and paving from 11 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. Message boards will update driv-
ers. Only one ramp will be closed at a time.

Nighttime lane closures may be in place 
periodically on I-81 southbound from 9 
p.m. to 6 a.m. the following morning.

DMV Notice: Th e bridge on I-81 
northbound at mile marker 114 currently 
has a restricted width for wide loads of 26 
feet or larger.

ROUTE 615 CULVERT REPLACE-
MENT – Beginning April 11, 2022, 
Route 615 (Pilot Road) will undergo a 
culvert replacement located at the inter-
section of Pilot Road and Old Pike Road, 
across from the Pilot Post Offi  ce.  Single 
lane closures will be in place and will be 
maintained by utilizing temporary traffi  c 
signals. Lane closures on RTE 615 are ex-
pected to begin on 5/2/2022 and will be 
in place through August 2022. Expected 
completion is October 2022.

ROUTE 643 PAVING PROJECT - 
Beginning soon, exact date to be deter-
mined, a project is being scheduled to re-
surface an unpaved portion of Route 643 
(Yellow Sulfur Road). Th e work area be-
gins .7 mile south of the intersection with 
Route 642 (Jennelle Road) and ends 1.7 
miles north of the bridge over Route 460.  
Traffi  c impacts will include intermittent 
fl agging operations between these inter-
sections. Th is project has an estimated 
completion date of May 2022.

LANE CLOSURES: Intermittent 
single lane closures utilizing fl agging op-
erations will be in place between the in-
tersection of Teaberry Road and Jennelle 
Road.

ROUTE 636 BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT AT SENECA HOLLOW - Work 
has begun replacing the bridge on Route 
636 over the Roanoke River at Seneca 
Hollow.  Th e contractor is planning to 
pour the last pier footing and stem within 
the second week of January and then cure 
for 14-20 days. A road closure with a de-
tour is in place from Echo Hills Road to 
.36 mile south of Route 460. Th e detour 
will restrict access to Route 460 at Seneca 
Hollow and will require travelers to enter/
exit Route 460 at Friendship Road near 
Wheeling Hollow. Th e project is expected 
to be completed by February 2022.

UTILITY WORK ON ROUTE 460 
- MMI will be installing fi ber optic along 
Route 460 and Route 8 from the Giles 
County line to the Floyd County line. 
Th is work will be ongoing. Motorists 
should expect shoulders and/or lane clo-
sures for travel in both directions.

Va. Dept. of Transportation roadwatch

“Having worked both in the manu-
facturing sector and in higher educa-
tion in the NRV, I’ve had front-row 
exposure to the needs of our neighbors 
and the lack of resources available for 
adult literacy skills development. I 
have a personal affi  nity for the work 
of LVNRV, and I look forward to sup-
porting and expanding our variety of 
educational opportunities to help our 
students achieve their goals.”

Th e organization’s previous executive 

director, Linda Jilk, will continue to be 
employed with LVNRV in a part-time 
role focused on promoting student lit-
eracy learning.

Literacy Volunteers of the NRV, a 
501(c)(3) non-profi t organization and 
United Way partner agency, off ers free 
educational services for adults who 
want to improve reading, writing, Eng-
lish, math, and basic computer skills, 
or prepare for the GED or the US Citi-
zenship exam to achieve goals for self-

suffi  ciency.
Instruction is provided one-on-one 

as well as through small groups and 
classes off ered at community-based lo-
cations throughout the New River Val-
ley and online. A family literacy pro-
gram, off ered in partnership with local 
public libraries, teaches parents skills to 
help their children succeed in school. 
Skill UP NRV is an initiative to help 
adults learn skills to get and succeed at 
a job.

Th e Bridge to Digital Literacy initia-
tive helps adults access technology and 
skills for virtual tutoring and indepen-
dence.

Each year, 200 to 300 adults re-
ceive literacy services through LVNRV 
thanks to the in-kind contributions 
of more than 150 volunteers and the 
generous fi nancial support of the NRV 
community. Estimates are that 24,000 
adults in the New River Valley struggle 
with basic reading.

Officers from page 1

High School. He previously worked for the Radford 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.

Offi  cer Aidan Giannecchini is from Christiansburg 
and graduated from Christiansburg High School. He 
is a former employee of the Virginia Department of 
Transportation.

Offi  cer Tyler Patteson grew up on a farm in Nar-
rows and is a graduate of Narrows High School.

Officer Whitney Shaffner graduated from Galax 
High School.

Plummer said during the ceremony that his de-
partment’s objective is to help Radford University’s 

students, staff, faculty, and visitors stay safe.
“We complete our mission by adhering to our 

core values of integrity, courtesy, service, and pro-
fessionalism,” Plummer said. “These values are 
embodied in each of our officers who have been 
chosen to protect our community.” 

From January until June, the four new offi  cers will 
be attending a basic law enforcement training course at 
the New River Criminal Justice Training Academy in 
Dublin.

Also during the ceremony, Plummer recognized 
Offi  cer Mike Taylor for completing the Supervision 

of Police Personnel program through the Northwest-
ern University Center for Public Safety. Th e course 
off ers instruction in supervisory and managerial skills 
and teaches attendees how to manage current leader-
ship challenges.

The Radford University Police Department is 
a full-service, sworn, accredited law enforcement 
agency devoted to the welfare of the university 
community. The department enforces state laws 
and Radford University policy on campus and 
on all property owned or controlled by the uni-
versity.

The museum’s Executive Director, Casey Jenkins, 
said, “We are so grateful to the 100+ Women Who 
Care for making this funding available to the muse-
um. It will help ensure that cultural programming is 
accessible to everyone within Montgomery County 
and beyond.”

The 100+ Women Who Care chapter meets quar-
terly on the third Tuesday of January, April, July, 

and October. The organization continues to meet 
virtually and will meet via ZOOM on Tuesday, Jan. 
18, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. Committed members donate 
$100 each quarter, and each meeting lasts one hour.

At each 100+ Women Who Care quarterly 
meeting, the names of three local not-for-profits 
are drawn from a bucket. Each organization must 
have a 100+ Women Who Care sponsor willing 

to present on its behalf.  The group’s membership 
area includes the counties of Montgomery, Giles, 
Pulaski, and Floyd, and the City of Radford. All 
interested women are invited to join to support 
local not-for-profits that make the New River Val-
ley a better place to live. For more information, 
visit www.100womenwhocarenrv.com or email 
nrv100wwc@gmail.com.

Donates from page 1

Southwest Virginia Legal Aid Society celebrates its 50th anniversary
With an offi  ce in Chris-

tiansburg, Southwest Vir-
ginia Legal Aid Society, Inc., 
its celebrating its 50th anni-
versary in 2022.

Th e society was estab-
lished in 1972 as a one-at-
torney, two county-program 
supporting Smyth and Bland 
Counties. Major legal ef-
forts fi rst began with a focus 
on opening hospital doors 
to low-income pregnant 
women in need of obstetri-
cal care. Th e fi rst director, 

Joseph S. Tate, focused on 
helping low-income indi-
viduals and families with civil 
law cases, providing outreach 
education, and working with 
Emory and Henry College to 
prepare educational materials 
for the low-income people. 

Today, the legal aid society 
operates as a 501(c)(3) law 
fi rm with three offi  ces locat-
ed in Castlewood, Marion, 
and Christiansburg, staffi  ng 
over 40 employees through-
out a service area consisting 

of 17 counties and four small 
cities.

As part of the 50th An-
niversary events, the legal aid 
society is focusing on an in-
creased social media presence 
and has launched a new web-
site, www.svlas.org, which 
features a user-friendly menu 
and easier navigation tools 
for clients, donors and part-
ners. Additionally, the society 
is planning several education-
al webinar sessions and other 
notable events to include two 

annual conferences: the El-
der Abuse Conference (June 
10, 2022) and the Domestic 
Violence Conference (Oct. 
7, 2022).

Anyone needing legal as-
sistance may call legal aid at 
1-888-201-2772 to apply for 
services. Th e call is free, and 
intake staff  are available to 
take calls Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Th ose seeking assistance 
can also apply online 24 
hours a day at www.svlas.org.



Radford News Journal • Saturday, January 15, 2022 • Page 5www.ourvalley.org

OBITUARIES

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Prog-
ress Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, 
(540) 552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.
org. Reverend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eu-
charist Sunday’s at 11am and Wednesday’s 
at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church-  located at 
4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tradi-
tional Liturgical Lenten Services, Sunday 
at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and 
events. (In Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, 
L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST
First Baptist Church, 555 West Rock 
Road, Radford, 639-3873. Rev. Corwin C. 
Casey, Pastor. Worship with us: 9:45 a.m.;  
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.; Praise and Wor-
ship: 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service; 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye sted-
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.  
1 Corinthians 15:58. 
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 
Third Ave. at the corner with Downey St.  
We are committed to personal spiritual 
growth and to providing leadership in com-
munity ministry.  We celebrate the dignity 
and worth of all persons, created in the im-
age of God.  Sunday Bible Study Groups 
- 9:45, Sunday Worship - 11:00.  Web-
site:  www.fbcradford.org, 540-639-4419.  
Worship is broadcast live on 105.9 FM, 
101.3 F, 1430AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. 
Franklin Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead 
Pastor, Brian Cockram, Associate Pastor, 
382-8121. Worship at 10:45 a.m., Outreach 
Ministries - 6:00p.m. Wednesday, Growth 
Groups - 5:00p.m. Sunday, Youth and Chil-
dren’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. Sunday, www.
trinitycburg.org.  

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Ea-
kin St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 
a.m., Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., 
Wed. Bible classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minis-
ter Curt Seright, Community Minister Tom 
Gilliam, Dean Meadows, Campus Minister.

CHURCH OF GOD
Childress Church of God, 4187 Piney 
Woods Rd., C’Burg. 381-3693. Sun. School 
10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m. & Wed. 7 p.m.
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike 
Rd., C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 
731-3178. Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship 
10:50 a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West 
Main Street, Radford, VA  24141, Sunday 
School – 10:00A.M.  Morning Worship – 
11:00A.M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M.  
Sunday Evening – 6:00P.M., Wednesday 
Night – 7:00P.M., Pastor Danny Newman, 
Church Offi ce – 540-639-6562 or 804-921-
0828

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Radford Church of God in Christ, 206 
Russell Ave., Radford. Supt. Ronald A. 
Watson, Sr.; Elder, 639- 5948. Sun. School 
9 a.m.; Prayer 11:30 a.m.; Worship 6 p.m.

EPISCOPAL
Grace Episcopal Church, 210 4th Street, 
Radford, 639-3494.  A friendly, mission-

oriented spiritual community sharing the Word 
of God.  ALL ARE WELCOME. In person and 
live-streamed services 10:30AM Sundays.  Holy 
Eucharist twice a month.  Morning Prayer twice 
a month. Fellowship and refreshments follow 
services.  Find us on Facebook: Grace Episcopal 
Church and www.graceradford.org.

LUTHERAN
Christ Lutheran Church, 201 Harvey St. Sun-
day worship with communion at 10am; fellow-
ship & snacks at 11am. All are welcome. Upcom-
ing events and fellowship opportunities (Senior 
Brunch, Faith & Film, Rough Draught, etc.) de-
tailed in weekly email and on website: clcradford.
org. 540-639-2671.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness Church, 
Rev. Larry Christopher (540) 552-7194. 
l.christopher695@comcast.net. Sunday school 
at 10 a.m. and morning worship is 11 a.m. Eve-
ning service at 6 p.m. and Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
Compassion Church, 1820 Second Street, 
Radford, 639-6287, Our music is passionate, 
our worship is real, and Pastor Chandler Jones 
brings relevant messages for everyone at any 
place on their journey, Sunday Worship Expe-
rience at 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM, Wednesday 
Family Night at 7 PM, Children Ministry pro-
vided for all services. Our vision is to see all 
Saved. Freed. Restored. Fulfilled. Find us on 
facebook and Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness Church, 4003 
Morning Glory Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114. 

731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. Sun. School 9:30 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6: p.m., Wed., 
7p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
Join us at The Presbyterian Church of Rad-
ford, 201 4th Street, at the corner of 4th & Ran-
dolph. Sunday school at 10am; worship at 11am 
in the sanctuary, masked & distanced. Phone 
639-2585. Watch the service live on Facebook: 
The Presbyterian Church of Radford. www.
pcradford.org. We are called to share the love 
of Christ in this community & beyond. Kelsey 
& Peter Hawisher-Faul, Co-Pastors.

 UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist Church, 500 Stu-
art Street, Christiansburg.  540-382- 0743. Rev. 
Ryan Schaeffer. Sunday School, 10:15 a.m., 
Sunday Worship, 11:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7pm, alternating month’s with Schaeffer 
Memorial Baptist Church, Senior Bible Study 
Thursday, 10:30 a.m. All are welcome.
Central United Methodist Church, 803 
Wadsworth Street, Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 
a.m. Sunday Services: 8:30am (interpreter 
provided); 9:45am Sunday School (inter-
preter provided); and 11:00am. Wednes-
day Bible Study: 6:30pm. Child care is pro-
vided. www.centralmethodistchurch.com.
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 220 W. 
Main St., C’Burg. Rev. Moonsup “Paul” Song 
(540) 382-2410. Sunday Worship 10am, Sun-
day School 9am. Live streaming Sunday Ser-
vice - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc.

Radford
Worship Directory

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org

UNDESERVED GRACE
Read Genesis 42:1 through 44:34

On March 8, 2009, a man walked into the First Baptist Church of 
Maryville, Illinois, and shot and killed Pastor Fred Winters. His family 
and church were in shock.

CBS News interviewed Pastor Winters’ wife, Cindy, the next week re-
garding her husband’s assailant. What type of a reaction would she 
have? She said, “I do not have any hatred, or even hard feelings to-
wards him. We have been praying for him. One of the fi  rst things that 
my daughter said to me after this happened was, ‘You know, I hope 
that he comes to learn to love Jesus through all of this.’ ” What an 
example of grace!

Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they didn’t recognize him 
(Genesis 42:8).

Joseph was in a position to get revenge on his brothers, but he showed 
them grace instead. He recognized God’s hand at work through the 
circumstances of his life and so could forgive what his brothers had 
done to him.

No one expects this type of grace from people who have been greatly 
harmed by others. Only through knowing a God of grace is it possible 
to extend such grace.

Challenge for Today: Are you showing others the grace God has shown 
you?

Quicklook: Genesis 42:6–18

Akers, Larry Isaac
Larry Isaac Akers, 76, born and 

raised in Christiansburg, residing in 
Round Hill, Va., went 
home to be with his 
heavenly Father on Jan. 
9, 2022.

Larry was preceded in 
death by his son, Kelly 
Wade Akers, and brothers 
and sisters, Calvin, Alvin, 
Leona, Ruth, Kenneth 
and Eugene.

He is survived by 
his sister, Maybelline 
Holcomb, and his 
brother, Leon Akers.He was also 
preceded in death by his beloved 
doggies, Harley and Sam. 

Left to cherish his memory are his 
wife, Sharon Oliver Akers; daughters 
Angelique Lovern and Stephanie 
Dulaney (Jeff ); his treasured 
grandchildren Cody (Lauren), Kyle, 
Chelsea, and Holly Berry; great-
grandchildren Bennett and Bexley, 
and a host of family and friends. 

Larry served his country in the 

U.S. Army (Vietnam era); he was 
a member of Company B – 2nd 

Battalion, 101st 
Airborne. He received 
a National Defense 
Service Medal for 
Sharpshooter, Rifle 
M-14 and Parachutist 
Badge. He trained in 
Fort Campbell, Ky.

He loved his 
Virginia Tech Hokies, 
Boston Celtics, 
New York Yankees, 
Green Bay Packers, 

and the trips taken on his Harley 
motorcycles.

Visitation was Thursday, Jan. 
13, 2022, at Horne Funeral Home. 
Funeral Services were held on 
Friday, Jan. 14, 2022, at 11 a.m. in 
the Horne Funeral Home Chapel. 
Interment followed in Roselawn 
Memorial Gardens.

In lieu of flowers please make 
donations to your local Animal 
Shelter or SPCA.

Cooper, Bob Amon
Bob Amon Cooper, of Pilot, went 

to be with the Lord on Wednesday, 
Jan. 5, 2022.

He was born June 3, 
1958, in Radford. He 
was preceded in death 
by his mother, Ethel W. 
McPeak, and his father, 
Wesley H. McPeak.

He is survived by his 
three children, Kelly 
Cooper of Blacksburg, 
Christopher Cooper 
of Christiansburg, 
and Kimberly Cooper 
of Pilot; five grandchildren, Alex 

Cooper, Shane Burton, Devin 
Adkins, Shylynn Guidry, and Kyley 

Sanson; and a brother, 
Willy Cooper.

Bob took pride in 
riding his motorcycle 
and loved taking care 
of his dogs.

The family will 
have a private 
memorial service at a 
later date.

The Cooper 
family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral 

Home in Radford. 

radfordnewsjournal.com
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Crabb, Shirley Jean Purdy 
Shirley Jean Purdy Crabb, 74, of 

Pulaski, passed away Tuesday, Dec. 28, 
2021. She was a precious, 
Godly woman who loved 
her family with all of her 
heart.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Alfred 
and Sally Purdy, and her 
son-in-law, Terry Whitt.

Survivors include her 
daughters, Heather Denise 
Waldron and Rhonda 
Jean Whitt; grandchildren 
Shelly-Jean Denise 
Whitt, Trinity Faith Hawley, Serenity 
Rayne Hawley, John Allen Hawley II, 

Harmony Briana Hawley, and Zachary 
Blake Hawley; brothers and a sister, 

Jimmy (Betty) Purdy, 
Mark (Wanda) Purdy, 
and Joyce (Dale dec.) 
of Vinton; her former 
husband, Ronald Crabb. 
and his wife Tina;             
and many other relatives 
and friends.

A private memorial 
service will be held at a 
later date.

The Crabb family is 
in the care of Mullins 

Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford. 

Davis, Ranold Lee
Ranold Lee Davis, age 93, went 

home to be with the Lord on Monday, 
Jan. 10, 2022, with his 
wife and son by his side. 
Ranold was a member 
of the Newbern United 
Methodist Church and 
a volunteer firefighter 
for the Newbern Fire 
Department. He served 
in the Army 4th Infantry 
overseas during the 
Korean War and retired 
from the Wilbert Vault 
company after 50 years of 
dedication to his work.

Ranold was a loving husband, 
father, grandfather, great-grandfather, 
and great-great grandfather. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Coma 
and Edna Davis of Bland; his children, 
Janie Marunich, Melanie Davis, and 
Joel Davis; and many brothers and 
sisters.

Left to cherish his memory are his 
loving wife of 71 years, Mildred Davis; 

a brother, Earl Davis; children Rodney 
(Ann) Davis, Steve Davis, Sheldon 

Davis, and Justin 
Davis; grandchildren 
Coltraine Marunich, 
Lewis Marunich, 
Misty Carter, Felix 
Davis, Heather Davis, 
Blake Davis, Noah 
Davis, Joel Davis, Jr., 
and Juania Davis; 10 
great-grandchildren; 
three great-great 
grandchildren; and 
numerous other nieces, 

nephews, relatives and friends.
A memorial service will be held at a 

later date.
The Davis family would like to thank 

Medi Home Health and Hospice for 
all of their help and kindness during 
this time of need.

The Davis family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory 
in Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.
com.

Kent, Louis Temple 
Louis “Lou” Temple Kent, 81, of 

Radford, passed away Saturday, Jan. 
8, 2022.

He was an active 
member of The 
Presbyterian Church of 
Radford where he served 
on numerous boards and 
held numerous positions.

He retired from 
Radford University where 
he was Director of the 
Computing Center 
and was the smiling 
face greeting you at the 
Highland Basketball games. Lou 
was very involved in his community, 
working tirelessly with the Radford 
Host Lions Club and the Jaycees, and 
working at the Pete Dye River Course. 
He was the local computer fix-it guy 
and would help out with any situation.

Lou was preceded in death by his 
parents, Thomas Huntley, Sr. and 
Louise Temple Kent.

Survivors include his wife, Nancy 

Vance Kent; daughters and sons-in-
law, Ruth and Patrick O’Donnell 

of Waukesha, Wis., 
and Cari and Charles 
Caldwell of Richmond; 
grandchildren Brooke 
Pumo and Joseph Kent 
Pumo; brother and 
sister-in-law, Thomas 
H., Jr., and Katherine 
Kent of Houston, 
Texas.; nephews T. H. 
Kent III and Michael 
Kent; and many, many 
friends.

Memorial services will be streamed 
on The Radford Presbyterian Church’s 
website today, Saturday, Jan. 15, 
2022 at 10 a.m. at facebook.com/
presbyterianchurchofradford/videos/.

In lieu of flowers, please consider 
donations to the Presbyterian Church 
of Radford Endowment Fund.

The Kent family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory 
in Radford.

Long, Verna Quesenberry 
Verna Quesenberry Long, born May 

4, 1928,  passed away in the early 
morning of Jan. 10 as a resident of 
Warm Hearth in Blacksburg.

She was the proud mother of three 
boys, Jay, Mike, and Terry. Her son 
Mike preceded her in death. There were 
grandchildren and great grandchildren 
from her long life with husband 
Emmett Long, who also preceded her 
in death. They traveled and vacationed 
with family, as well as having a strong 
connection with her sisters and brothers. 

Verna was an active member of the 
community for many decades, most 
notably in the Shiloh Lutheran Church 
in Long Shop. She was well respected 
and appreciated by her many friends 
and co-workers from her many years 
at Poly Scientific, and by her beloved 
neighbors. Her most special friends 
included neighbors Wendy Goldsmith 
and Chuck Shorter.

Verna was born and raised in Carroll 
County by Asa and Alma Quesenberry 
as part of a large family on the modest 
farm there. She and her sisters were 

very limited in their educational 
opportunities as only elementary school 
was close enough for the girls to attend. 
Verna always said she had an eighth-
grade education. In reality, she attended 
the seventh grade twice, as that was all 
that was available to her.  

She was interred on Thursday, Jan. 
13, in a private graveside service for 
family at Roselawn Memorial Gardens, 
joining her husband, Emmett, and son, 
Mike. Verna asked that anyone wishing 
to make an expression of celebration of 
her life to please do so with a donation 
to Micah’s Backpack, a local feeding 
program for children who, without 
the modest contributions from Micah’s, 
would often have to do without the 
basics. Micah’s Backpack partners with 
10 Blacksburg schools, providing direct 
food assistance for those experiencing 
food insecurity. 

For more information on Micah’s 
Backpack, contact St. Michael 
Lutheran Church at (540) 951-8951.  
Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg. 

McGee, Alfred Sidney 
Alfred Sidney McGee, 90, joined his 

wife, Peggy, in their heavenly home on 
Monday, Jan. 10, 2022, 
at his home in Fairlawn 
surrounded by his loving 
family.

He was a member of 
Fairlawn Presbyterian 
Church and retired from 
Radford Arsenal. He was 
an avid sports enthusiast 
and loved watching 
baseball at Calfee Park. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, John 
McGee; his mother and stepfather, 
Thelma McGee and Grover Page; his 
loving wife, Peggy Siner McGee; and a 
daughter, Deborah Gessner.

Survivors include his son and 
daughter-in-law, Michael Sidney 
and Sarah Yates McGee of Fairlawn; 
grandchildren and their spouses, 

Amanda Jeane McGee and J.J. of 
Roanoke, and Jacob Daniel McGee and 

Leslie of San Antonio, 
Texas.; a sister-in-law 
and her husband, Sarah 
Phillips and Larry 
“Evans” Phillips; a dear 
friend, Evelyn Aust; and 
many other relatives and 
friends.

The family received 
friends on Thursday, 
Jan. 13, 2022, at the 
Mullins Funeral Home 
in Radford. Funeral 

services followed with the Rev. T. 
Michael Bond and the Rev. Allison 
Unroe officiating. Interment followed 
in Highland Memory Gardens in 
Dublin.

The McGee family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory 
in Radford. 

Weddle, Bonelene “Bonnie” Keith 
Bonelene “Bonnie” Keith Weddle, 

born June 30, 1936, went to be with the 
Lord on Jan. 9, 2022.  She was a devoted 
wife to Luther R. Weddle for 63 years, 
a loving mother to Allen and Annette 
Weddle, Kendall and Judy Weddle, and 
Crystal and Kevin Gray, and a doting 
granny to seven grandchildren and 13 
great-grandchildren.

She was well-known in the 
community for her years of service 
to Fairlawn Presbyterian Church, the 
PW, 15 years of support to Our Daily 
Bread and her 29 years of service 
to Pulaski County School System as 
a secretary at Belspring Elementary, 

Riverlawn Elementary, and Pulaski 
Middle schools.

The family will receive friends from 
11 a.m. until 2 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 
17, 2022. Funeral services will begin 
at 2 p.m. with the Rev. Allison Unroe 
officiating. Interment will follow in 
Sunrise Burial Park in Radford.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
donations be made to Our Daily Bread, 
The American Red Cross, or Fairlawn 
Presbyterian Church Special Projects. 

The Weddle family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory 
in Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.
com.

Local college students excel
Blacksburg’s Mariella 
Garza makes dean’s list at 
Vermont

Mariella Garza, a psychological science 
major from Blacksburg, has been named to 
the dean’s list for the fall 2021 semester at the 
University of Vermont. Garza is in the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences.

Blacksburg’s Spencer 
Amacher named to Ohio 
Wesleyan dean’s list

Spencer Amacher of Blacksburg has been 
named to the 2021 fall semester dean’s list at 
Ohio Wesleyan University.

Christiansburg junior Abby 
Hinckley earns dean’s list 
honors at Harding

Abby Hinckley, a junior from Christians-
burg studying social work, is among the-
Harding University students included on the 
dean’s list for grades achieved during the fall 
2021 semester.

Local students awarded 
dean’s list honors at 
Shenandoah

Among students earning dean’s list honors 
for Fall 2021 at Shenandoah University were 
Matthew Neal and Sarah Newman, both 
from Christiansburg, and Katie Forbes of 
Blacksburg. To be considered for the dean’s 
list, students must complete at least 12 semes-
ter hours and earn a semester GPA of 3.5 or 
higher.

Shenandoah University was established 
in 1875 and is headquartered in Winchester, 

Va., with additional educational sites in 
Clarke, Fairfax and Loudoun counties.

Local students named to 
President’s List at SNHU

Among local students earning President’s 
List honors for the Fall 2021 semester at 
Southern New Hampshire University were 
Jonathan Rapp of Radford, Rachel Perkins 
and Nicole Mutter of Christiansburg, and 
Hosea Gamble of Blacksburg.

Full-time undergraduate students who 
have earned a minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above are named to the 
President’s List. Full-time status is achieved 
by earning 12 credits; undergraduate day stu-
dents must earn 12 credits in the fall or spring 
semester, and online students must earn 12 
credits.

Blacksburg’s Nate 
Lehman named to Eastern 
Mennonite dean’s list

Nate Lehman of Blacksburg earned Fall 
2021 Dean’s List honors from Eastern Men-
nonite University. Th e dean’s list, compiled 
at the end of each semester, includes degree-
seeking students who achieve a semester GPA 
of at least 3.75 with no W, I, or F grades for 
12 semester hours of standard grades.

Christiansburg’s Justin 
Cerv earns President’s 
List honors at Coastal 
Carolina

Among the students earning President’s 
List honors for the Fall 2021 semester at 
Coastal Carolina University was Christians-
burg’s Justin Cerv, a marine science major.
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Christiansburg Aquatic Center hosts high school swim meet

Christiansburg’s Marcus Gallager dives in at the start of the 50-yard freestyle. He 
placed sixth overall at Tuesday’s CAC swim meet.

Auburn’s Adison Martin dives in at the start of the 50-yard freestyle. Martin placed 17th 
overall. Auburn’s boys’ squad finished 1-3, and the girls finished 1-4 in the competition.

Christiansburg’s Shelby Jones swam to a second-
place finish in the 200-yard freestyle in a time of 
2:12.85 at the Tuesday night swim meet hosted by the 
Christiansburg Aquatic Center.

Christiansburg’s Harmony Fentress swims the opening 
butterfly leg in the 200-yard IM at the CAC Tuesday 
meet. The Christiansburg boys’ team finished 3-1 on 
the evening while the girls were 3-2.

Auburn’s Kade Hamilton placed third in the 100-yard 
freestyle with a time of 59.01 at the meet at the 
Christiansburg Aquatic Center.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING

Christiansburg’s Raena 
Worley excels at gymnastics 
for University of Kentucky

As a sophomore this past year, Chris-
tiansburg’s Raena Worley was named 
second-team Women’s Collegiate Gym-
nastics Association All-American in the 
all-around event, the seventh gymnastics 
All-American in University of Kentucky 
history.

She was also named to the All-South-
eastern Conference team and the SEC 
Community Service Team. 

Worley had her early start in the moun-
tains of Southwest Virginia. She did not 
participate in the sport in high school. In-
stead, she developed her talent at the Vir-
ginia Techniques gym located on Roanoke 
Street in Christiansburg.

“It played a huge role in developing my 
gymnastics career and helping me become 
the gymnast that I am today,” Worley said. 
“I learned so many things from them that 
I still use to this day. Techniques taught me 
how to balance the importance of sport 
and life and how to develop relationships 
with peers and teammates to grow bonds 
and make the team stronger.”

As a sophomore this past year, she com-
peted in every meet for the Wildcats, earn-
ing three fi rst-places on the bars, four on 
the fl oor, and six in all-around. Worley 
then scored a 9.7875 score on the vault at 
the NCAA championships and tied her ca-
reer high of 9.950 on the beam in a tie for 
fi rst place at the NCAA’s.

She was also named the SEC All-Fresh-
man Athlete of the Year. 

Virginia Techniques hosted its annual 
Rockstar Invitational this week at the 
Christiansburg Recreation Center. Worley 
said she always enjoyed the event here in 
her own backyard. 

“I have so many memories from this 
meet,” she said. “It was always one that I 
got super excited for, similar to the thought 
of Excite Night (at the University of Ken-
tucky). It is the home crowd, and we are 
able to get super involved with family, 
friends, and fans throughout the competi-
tion. I remember there were many times 
the team would get so excited at Rockstar 
Invitational. A lot of work was put into 
this meet, and it will always be a special 
memory to me.”

Worley was off ered a scholarship to UK 
when she was just 14 years old after her 
success on the national level.  

In 2019, she fi nished second in the 
Women’s Junior Olympic Championships 
and along the way received more than 60 
national awards. 

Worley admits it’s crazy to think 
she is going into her third year at 
UK. “It has gone by so fast, and I 
wish there was a way I could slow it 
down,” she said. “I am very pleased 
with how it has gone so far. I person-
ally set goals for each season, and my 
coaches help me to reach them by 
challenging me throughout practices 
daily. Going into this season, I have 
high expectations for both me and 
the team.”

Worley personally would like to 
attend nationals for the All-Around 
event. 

She also took time this past week 
to give advice to the Rockstar Invita-
tional participants. 

“One thing I would like to say is to 
keep persevering,” she said. “Gymnas-
tics is a diffi  cult sport, and there are 
going to be so many mental, physical. 
and emotional challenges thrown at 
you. Working through these challeng-
es will not only grow your strength 
and toughness, but it will also help 
you grow your character, which is the 
most important thing in sports.”

Gymnastics can be mainly an in-
dividual sport, but Worley is keeping 
her eyes on a team prize. 

“Th e future is a national champion-
ship,” she said.

Off  the mat, Worley is a double ma-
jor in communications and the athletic 
training program at UK. 

Christiansburg native Raena Worley is 
in her third season for the University of 
Kentucky gymnastics team. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF UK ATHLETICS

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Radford girls down 
Christiansburg girls 49-33

Bobcat Laney Cline leads the fast break 
in Monday’s win over Christiansburg. 
She finished with eight points.

Brooke Phillips drives into the lane 
against the Blue Demons on her way to 
scoring eight points.

PHOTOS BY BRYANT ALTIZER

Gracie Conner opens the Bobcats 
scoring with a three pointer in Monday’s 
49-33 win over the visiting Blue Demons. 
Conner led Radford with 12 points.

Radford’s Hannah Whitt connects from 
long range against Christiansburg for 
one of her three-pointers in the contest.
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Hokie Sivert Haugli 
selected in MLS SuperDraft

Sivert Haugli became the tenth Vir-
ginia Tech men’s soccer player drafted on 
Tuesday, as he was selected with the 27th 
pick in the third round (No. 83 overall) 
by the Portland Timbers. 

Haugli, a four-year starter for the Hok-
ies, recorded three goals and an assist in 
his senior campaign last fall. Th e captain 
and anchor of Tech’s back line, Haugli’s 
two goals against No.-1 Marshall spurred 
the Hokies to their 3-2 comeback win in 
August. At the midway point of the 2021 
season, the Norwegian was named the 
No.-39 best player in the country by Top 
Drawer Soccer.

“It’s surreal to get selected in the MLS 
Draft,” said Haugli. “I want to thank ev-
eryone at VT who contributed to mak-
ing the goal of getting drafted possible. 
I couldn’t have done it without all my 
teammates, friends, coaches, staff , and 
anyone who supported us in the stands or 
from afar. You all have meant the world 
to me, and I thank each and every one 
of you for opening up this exciting new 
chapter of my career and life that I can’t 
wait to get started on.” 

Since his arrival in Blacksburg from 
Oslo, Norway, in 2018, Haugli has been 
a staple in Virginia Tech’s lineup in a de-
fensive role. He made 71 appearances for 
Virginia Tech, all of them as a starter.  

Haugli is part of the third class in Vir-
ginia Tech men’s soccer history that can 

say it went to the NCAA Tournament 
each of its four years at Tech. Th e Hok-
ies went 4-2-2 in the tournament while 
Haugli was part of the squad, earning 
a national seed twice and making three 
Sweet Sixteen appearances.  

In Haugli’s senior campaign, Tech 
earned two ranked wins, downing No.-1 
Marshall and No. 23- Louisville with its 
season coming to an end after a 1-1 draw 
against No.-21 West Virginia. In previ-
ous seasons, the Hokies earned wins over 
No.-15 Oregon State and No.-16 New 
Hampshire in the NCAA Tournament.  

Along with success on the nation-
al level, Tech’s reputation in the state 
landscape changed while Haugli was in 
Blacksburg. Th e Hokies went 2-2-2 in 
the past four seasons against in-state foe 
Virginia and VT was the only Division I 
school from the commonwealth to make 
the 2021 NCAA Tournament. 

In the summer of 2021, Haugli was 
a member of USL League Two side Des 
Moines Menace, which won the 2021 
USL League Two national champion-
ship.  

Haugli graduated from Virginia Tech 
in December of 2021 with a degree in 
management. 

With his selection, Haugli became the 
tenth player drafted into the MLS from 
Virginia Tech and the fourth in three sea-
sons.  

Blacksburg boys defeat 
Auburn boys 58-42

Blacksburg’s Matt Joyce applies the defensive pressure in the Bruins’ 58-42 
defeat of Auburn Wednesday night.

Auburn’s Ethan Millirons floats in the lane and splits the Blacksburg defenders 
for the shot as the Eagles tried to keep the contest close.

Labovitz named VaSID 
Player of the Year

 Four Virginia Tech 
men’s soccer players 
and men’s soccer head 
coach Mike Brizen-
dine have earned ac-
colades in the 2021 
Virginia Sports Infor-
mation Directors (Va-
SID) All-State team.

Jacob Labovitz was 
named the Player of 
the Year while Kyle 
McDowell and Ben 
Martino earned first-
team honors and 
Danny Flores received 
second-team recogni-
tion. 

This year marks the 
second season in a row 
that Tech has claimed 
the Player of the Year 
(Daniel Pereira, 2020) 
and the Coach of the 
Year awards. 

Labovitz,  a f irst 
team All-ACC selec-
tion last season, led 
the Hokies in scoring 
this season with nine 
goals,  matching his 
tal ly from the 2020 
season. Following his 
two-goal performance 
against Virginia that 
included a double-
overtime winner, 
Labovitz was named 

ACC Offensive Player 
of the Week. In 2020, 
Labovitz was named 
to the VaSID All-State 
first team. 

McDowell also 
earns his second All-
State recognition from 
VaSID, although this 
is  the defender’s debut 
on the first team. The 
West Sussex, England, 
native led the Hokies 
with eight assists,  a 
tal ly good for fourth 
in the ACC and sec-
ond amongst defend-
ers.  

Martino stepped up 
in goal in his rookie 
season, starting 18 
matches and record-
ing five clean sheets.

The goalkeeper from 
Pittsburgh, Penn., av-
eraged 3.56 saves per 
game, the third-best 
number in the con-
ference. At the end of 
the season, Martino 
was named the No. 20 
freshman in the coun-
try and second-team 
All-Freshman by Top 
Drawer Soccer. 

Flores,  who was 
named to the ACC’s 
All-Freshman team 

and first team All-
Freshman by Top 
Drawer Soccer, picked 
up second-team VaSID 
honors. The midfield-
er from Half Moon 
Bay, Calif. ,  started 19 
contests for the Hok-
ies.  Flores recorded 
three assists on the 
season and one goal,  a 
game-winner in over-
time against Notre 
Dame.  

Brizendine claimed 
his third VaSID Coach 
of the Year award. His 
first came in 2016, the 
season that kickstarted 
the Hokies’  ongoing 
six-year streak of mak-
ing the NCAA Tour-
nament. This season 
Tech was the only Di-
vision I school in Vir-
ginia to qualify for the 
tournament.

Virginia Tech also 
claimed its fourth 
victory over a No.-
1 ranked team (the 
third since Brizendine 
became head coach) 
when it defeated Mar-
shall .

The members of 
Virginia Sports Infor-
mation Directors (Va-
SID) also voted Rad-
ford University men’s 
soccer forward  Yoshi-
ya Okawa  as Rookie 
of the Year and Second 
Team All-State. 

Okawa appeared in 
16 games, made 13 
starts,  and tall ied six 
goals and one assist 
for 13 total points. 
Fifteen of his 27 shot 
attempts landed on 
frame, giving him an 
impressive .556 shots-
on-goal percentage. 

The Tokyo, Japan, 
native delivered sev-
eral dazzling long-
distance strikes this 
fal l ,  earning himself 
a place on the All-Big 
South Second Team as 
well  as the Big South 
All-Freshman Team. 
He ended the year 
ranked in the top 10 
in the conference in 
both goals per game 
and total goals.

Virginia Sports In-
formation Directors 
(VaSID) name 44 
all-state teams in 23 
sports each year as 
well  as an Academic 
All-State squad and an 
all-sports champion 
in both the university 
and college divisions.

Membership in Va-
SID is open to all  me-
dia relations profes-
sionals working at a 
university or confer-
ence in the state of 
Virginia.

Blacksburg’s Cody Miller drops the shoulder and drives in from the wing in 
Wednesday’s win over Auburn.

PHOTOS BY JAMES PERKINS

Virginia Tech basketball 
senior Keve Aluma on 
mid-season watch list

Virginia Tech men’s 
basketball redshirt-
senior Keve Aluma re-
mains in the hunt for 
the 2022 Lute Olson 
Award as the mid-sea-
son watch list was an-
nounced Wednesday.

The award, which 
is presented annu-
ally to the top player 
in Division I college 
basketball, is named 
in honor of Hall of 
Fame coach Lute Ol-
son, who won 776 

games in 34 seasons, 
24 of which were 
spent at the Univer-
sity of Arizona.

Aluma is one of 
five ACC players on 
the mid-season watch 
list. The other four 
are Armando Bacot 
from North Caro-
lina, Paolo Banchero 
from Duke, Wendell 
Moore from Duke, 
and Alondes Williams 
from Wake Forest.

Since follow-

ing head coach Mike 
Young to Tech, Aluma 
has started all 36 games 
and is averaging 15.2 
points per game. The 
Berlin, Md., native 
has scored in double 
figures nine straight 
games and leads the 
ACC in scoring for 
conference-only games. 
For the season, Aluma 
has three double-dou-
bles and is shooting 
50.9 percent from the 
floor.

Auburn’s Nick Millirons absorbs the contact to pass the ball to draw the 
Blacksburg defense in.




