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Th e Montgomery County-Rad-
ford City-Floyd County Branch of 
the NAACP hosted the area’s Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Com-
munity Celebration on Jan. 16 on-
line. 

Nearly 100 computers were 
logged on to the celebration.

Th e celebration opened with 
greetings from branch President 
Deborah Travis and an invocation 
by the Rev. Kathy Carpenter, fol-
lowed by the singing of “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing,” led by Alan John-
son and Denise Smith. Greetings 
were brought from the Virginia 
State Conference of the NAACP 
by President Robert N. Barnette, 
Jr., who emphasized the impor-
tance of protecting voting rights 
and voting options in the state.

Th e Youth Council honored Dr. 
King with a summary of his life 
by Youth Council Vice President 
Melvin Palmer. Youth Council 
President Tyler Graves delivered 
the poem “Th ere is a street named 
after Martin Luther King, Jr. in 
every city,” by Hanif Willis-Ab-
durraqib.  

Th e annual MRF NAACP 
Branch Community Service 
Awards in honor of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., went to the Rev. Jes-
sie Eaves of Blacksburg, and to the 
Rev. Michael Sanborn of Elliston.  

Rev. Eaves is an associate pas-
tor and worship leader of the 
Greater Mount Zion United Holy 
Church in Christiansburg and 
is a retired fi scal technician. She 
worked at Virginia Tech for 28 
years and received the 2015 Staff  
Career Achievement Award. Hav-
ing grown up in Wake Forest, she 
has helped to preserve the history 
of that African-American commu-
nity as well as its nearby cemetery. 
Th is has led her to volunteer with 
the Saint Luke’s Odd Fellows Hall 
and the Blacksburg Museum and 

Cultural Foundation. Rev. Eaves 
currently serves as vice president 
of the Christiansburg Institute 
Alumni Association, as a board 
member of the Blacksburg Police 
Department Citizens Advisory 
Board and as a member of the Dia-
logue on Race Law Enforcement 
Committee. Rev. Eaves has been a 
member of the local branch of the 
NAACP for over 20 years. Jessie 
and her husband Butch are parents 
of two daughters, one of whom is 
deceased. Th ey have four grand-
children.

Rev. Sanborn is a retired United 
Methodist minister who served 
several congregations, including 
Park UMC in Christiansburg. 
Knowing the importance and 
power of the vote, Rev. Sanborn 
has volunteered as an election offi  -
cial for several years at the Elliston 
precinct. He has been a member 
of the Dialogue on Race Law En-
forcement committee for several 
years and provides input and lead-
ership to help resolve racial inequi-
ties in our area. Rev. Sanborn is a 
Silver Life member of the NAACP, 
serves as an executive committee 

member, and chairs the Religious 
Aff airs Committee.

In this latter role, he works to 
bring faith communities together 
for conversation and dialogue to 
help resolve social justice and civil 
rights issues. Before his calling as 
a pastor, Rev. Sanborn was a chief 
engineer in the Merchant Marines. 
Mike and his wife Lois have two 
sons and seven grandchildren.

Th e Samuel H. Clark Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund off ers up to 
fi ve scholarships of $1,000 each to 
youth who extend their education 
beyond high school at a college or 
technical school. Branch Treasurer 
Dr. Jill Stewart reported that this 
year a scholarship was awarded to 
Jera Miah Lewis, who graduated 
from Christiansburg High School 
and now attends Radford Univer-
sity, where she is studying to be a 
nurse. To be eligible, youth must 
be a member of the MRF Youth 
Council or be a child or grand-
child of a branch member and live 
in this area.  

Karen Eley Sanders introduced 

Local NAACP branch holds MLK celebration

Cirque Mechanics 
delights audiences with 
colorful characters 
and daring acrobats in 
‘Birdhouse Factory’

The Moss Arts Cen-
ter presents two per-
formances of Cirque 
Mechanics’s popular 
production, “Birdhouse 
Factory,” on Thurs-
day, Feb. 3, and Friday, 
Feb. 4, at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Anne and Ellen Fife 
Theatre.

A factory might be 
one of the most unlikely 
settings for a circus, es-
pecially one where the 
workers are acrobats and 
the machines are circus 
props. Cirque Mechan-
ics boldly leads audience 
members into a world of 
colorful characters, dar-
ing acrobatics, and in-
novative mechanics with 
“Birdhouse Factory.” 

Cirque Mechanics 
finds its heart in stories 
of American ingenu-

ity. In its return to the 
Moss, Cirque brings its 
family-favorite “Bird-
house Factory,” a simple 
story of daily life in a 
“widgets” factory circa 
1935. Here, workers are 
brought together by the 
most unlikely of events: 
a bird accidentally in-
jured by the main steam 
boiler.

The accident and car-
ing for the bird bring 
the workers closer and 
inspire them to break 
away from the efficiency 
and monotony of the 
assembly-line mental-
ity to display their true 
inner talents and abili-
ties. In the process, they 
use their bodies and 
machines to build bird-

Glencoe Mansion off ers online 
Radford history lessons

General Wharton’s letterhead

RCPS encourages mask use for students, 
requires for staff and visitors

RADFORD – A letter to the 
school community last week falls 
short of requiring Radford City 
Public Schools students to con-
tinue to wear masks in school but 
“highly recommends” that they do 
so.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin recently 
signed an executive order making 

masks optional in schools. RCPS 
Superintendent Robert Graham 
said Monday the school district is 
encouraging students to continue 
to wear masks.

“We are continuing to highly 
encourage our students to wear 
masks due to the high number of 
COVID cases in our area,” he said. 
“Luckily, today I was provided in-
formation that for the fi rst time 
in weeks our number of COVID 

cases have dropped and are expect-
ed to drop at a fairly signifi cant 
rate during the next two weeks. I 
am certainly keeping my fi ngers 
crossed for that. Visitors and all 
RCPS staff  are still required to 
wear masks.”

Th e letter sent via email to the 
school community on Jan. 21 says 
masks will continue to be required 
on school buses “in accordance 
with the CDC’s order issued Jan. 

29, 2021,” and will be required 
throughout the school day for 
students “who have tested positive 
for COVID or have been directly 
exposed to COVID and isolate or 
quarantine just fi ve days will be 
required to wear a mask on days 
6- 10 of their return to school, or 
remain at home for the entire 10-
day isolation period.

“As a division, our top priorities 
are to protect the health and safety 

of everyone in our buildings and 
maintain in-person learning for 
our students,” the letter continues. 
“By continuing to wear masks, we 
can help reduce the spread of the 
virus and avoid high numbers of 
exposures, quarantines, and posi-
tive cases that can disrupt the learn-
ing process. We ask for your under-
standing as we work to do what we 
believe is in the best interest of our 
students, families and staff .”

RADFORD – Glencoe Mansion, 
Museum, and Gallery offers regular 
Radford history lessons online, in addi-
tion to the in-person experience of visit-
ing the museum. 

Glencoe’s Facebook page is a wealth 
of stories from Radford’s past. Two re-
cent posts focus on the Wharton family, 
one of the city’s founding families and 
the original inhabitants of Glencoe.

“The history of the Glencoe Mansion 
is the history of Radford, and to this day 
we are all still touched by the lives and 
connections that were forged by all the 
many people who called it home. Join 
us each week as we explore this history,” 
the museum’s page states.

The following are two of the recent 
postings:

Radford ranks high for advancing 
students’ social mobility

Radford University ranks among the 
top higher education institutions in Vir-
ginia for advancing the social mobility 
of its students.

In its latest Social Mobility Index 
(SMI) rankings, CollegeNet, Inc., listed 
Radford at No. 3 in Virginia, making 
the university one of the top destina-
tions in the commonwealth for students 
looking to graduate with less debt and 
pursue careers with higher salaries.

Radford ranked No. 173 in Colleg-
eNet’s national SMI rankings of colleges 
and universities.

Th e SMI benchmarks four-year U.S. 
colleges and universities according to 
how eff ectively they enroll students 
from low-income backgrounds, many 
of whom are fi rst-generation college 

students, and graduate them into good-
paying jobs, according to CollegeNET.

A perfect example of how Radford is 
helping many of its students grow and 
navigate the economic and social chal-
lenges of university life is the creation 
of the Center of Opportunity and Social 
Mobility (COSM).

“Radford University has a strong leg-
acy of creating an environment where all 
students can thrive,” said Jessica Twiest, 
the center’s director. “We surround stu-
dents with relationships and resources 
that make a diff erence in their success.”

Radford opened the COSM at the 
beginning of the fall 2021 semester, 
and with it, “Radford is continuing to 

See History, page 4

See Acrobats, page 4

See Radford, page 3

See NAACP, page 5

Va. NAACP state conference president Robert N. Barnette, Jr.
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Cirque Mechanics performs “Birdhouse Factory.”

Heather Bell
hbell@ourvalley.org

Nannie Wharton
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An example of how Radford is helping many of its students grow and navigate the 
economic and social challenges of university life is the creation of the Center of 
Opportunity and Social Mobility (COSM).
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, Jan. 29:

Click Smarter photogra-
phy Q and A

Talk to pro photographer 
Charlie Whitescarver at the 
Radford Public Library from 
11 a.m. to noon about pho-
tography. He can look at your 
photographs and give you 
tips on how to improve them. 
Whitescarver has been tak-
ing pictures and teaching the 
art of photography since the 
mid-1970s.

Quilting Marathon
At the Meadowbrook Pub-

lic Library from 8 a.m. until 
8 p.m. The Meadowbrook 
Quilters are hosting a quilt-
ing marathon. The public is 
invited to see these skilled in-
dividuals working on quilts. 
The event is open to everyone 
at any skill level to come and 
join in the quilting or to just 
ask questions. 

 
Bookmark Making
At the Blacksburg Library; 

2 p.m. Use basic hand sewing 
skills to create a colorful elas-
tic bookmark that fits many 
sizes of books. This is a quick 
and fun craft for anyone who 
can sew a few stitches. Best 

for ages 8 and up. All supplies 
are provided, registration is 
recommended. Call the li-
brary at 540-552-8246.

Sunday, Jan. 30:
Chess Club
At the Blacksburg Library; 

3 p.m. Ages 8 and up are wel-
come to sharpen their chess 
skills. Supplies will be pro-
vided. All skill levels are wel-
come.

Monday, Jan. 31:
Talking About Books
At the Blacksburg Library; 

11 a.m. To be discussed is 
“The Long Petal of the Sea” 
by Isabel Allende. Call (540) 
552-8246 to reserve a copy.

 
Teen Game Day
At the Blacksburg Library; 

1 p.m. Spend an afternoon 
playing games like Among Us 
and Jackbox in person with 
other teens. Bring a device 
and download Among Us pri-
or to the program. Pizza and 
beverages will be provided. 
Registration is required.

 
Stuffed Animal Taxidermy

At the Christiansburg Li-
brary; 3 p.m. Create a new 
wall hanging for your room. 
Transform stuffed animals 
into unique works of art. 
The library will supply all 
the materials. Recommended 
for ages 10 and up. Contact 
spahl@mfrl.org for more in-
formation. Registration is re-
quired.

Tuesday, Feb. 1:
Valentine’s Day Crafting
At the Meadowbrook Li-

brary; 4:30-5:15 p.m. or 
5:30 – 6:15 p.m. Make Val-
entine’s Day crafts such as 
candy wreath Valentines and 
a Cupid’s arrow wall hanging. 
Recommended for ages 8 and 
up. This is a free event with 
all supplies provided. Regis-
tration is required. Masks and 
social distancing are highly 
recommended for everyone’s 
safety. Register online or call 
(540) 268-1964.

Wednesday, Feb. 2:
Radford Chamber Busi-

ness over Breakfast
The Radford Chamber of 

Commerce is hosting Busi-

ness over Breakfast at BT’S 
on Tyler Avenue at 8 a.m. The 
speaker is to be determined. 
Registration is required by 
clicking the “register here” 
link on the Chamber’s web-
site (www.radfordchamber.
com).

Thursday, Feb. 3:
American Legion meeting
American Legion Harvey-

Howe-Carper Post 30 will 
meet at 7 p.m. at the VFW 
Post Home on 102 Watts St. 
in Radford. If Radford City 
Public Schools are closed on 
Thursday or Friday of this 
week due to weather, the 
meeting is cancelled. For fur-
ther information, call 250-
2283 or 239-9864.

Saturday, Feb. 5:
Crafternoon
At the Meadowbrook Li-

brary; 2 to 3 p.m. A variety of 
snow- and Valentine-themed 
crafts for all ages.  Registra-
tion is required. Contact 
Spahl@mfrl.org for more in-
formation. Register online or 
call (540) 268-1964.

Tuesday, Feb. 8:
Sons of Confederate Veter-

ans meeting
The Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, Stuart Horse Artil-
lery Camp 1784 will meet at 
7 p.m. at Aly’s Family Ital-
ian Restaurant at 3204 Riner 
Road. Members of the United 
Daughters of the Confed-
eracy (UDC) are invited to 
this meeting. Member Wil-
liam Reed will continue his 
series on “Small Arms of the 
Confederacy.” If Montgom-
ery County Public Schools 
are closed on Tuesday or 
Wednesday of this week due 
to weather, the meeting is 
cancelled. For further infor-
mation, call 540-320-4315 or 
540-239-9864.

Thursday, Feb. 10:
River City Quilt Guild
The River City Quilt Guild 

meets the second Thursday 
of each month at 9:30 a.m. 
at Grove United Methodist 
Church, 1020 Tyler Avenue, 
Radford. All skill levels of 
quilters are welcome. For 
more information, call Anna 
Handy, 540-320-7791. 
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When Rudy first came to the Animal Care and Adoption Center, he was a little shy, 
but he has grown into a champion of affection. He loves a good head rub or chin 
scratch as well as warm cuddles. Rudy enjoys a little conversation from time to 
time, too. Stop by to see if Rudy is your purrfect match.

PETS OF THE WEEK

Bonded pair Woodrow (left) and Rory (right) are the “Floor is Lava!” champions 
and would prefer hanging out on the couch rather than putting their noses to the 
ground. These two will need to go to the same home as they tend to stick to each 
other like glue, tails wagging and mouths grinning. They are fun, goofy pups who 
love attention and can’t wait to find their furever home.

Virginia Tech employees donate 
more than $437,000 to charity

Virginia Tech employees joined 
together to raise a record-breaking 
$437,086 for charities through the Com-
monwealth of Virginia Campaign, sur-
passing the university goal of $390,000. 

Th e 2021 Commonwealth of Virginia 
Campaign (CVC) ended Dec. 10, 2021.

In a mostly virtual environment, se-
nior management areas used creative 
strategies to raise money. Approaches in-
cluded online contests, classes, and other 
virtual fundraisers.

Many senior management areas not 
only met, but exceeded their goal in 
2021.

“I am grateful to Virginia Tech em-
ployees for their generous contributions 
to the Commonwealth of Virginia Cam-
paign,” said Lee Learman, dean of the 
Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medi-
cine and this year’s honorary campaign 
chair. “It is heartening to see the univer-
sity community come together to help 
others during this challenging time.”

Th e annual campaign gives state em-
ployees the opportunity to raise and do-
nate money to more than 900 participat-

ing charities in their communities and 
across the commonwealth, ranging from 
health and human services to animal wel-
fare, from environmental conservation to 
medical research, and everything in be-
tween.

Edward Lener, CVC steering team 
chair, was encouraged by the support 
shown by Virginia Tech employees. “Th is 
year’s record high giving will help ensure 
that these charities have the resources 
they need to continue the great work 
they do in our communities,” he said.

Since 2010, Virginia Tech employees 
have donated more than $3.9 million to 
local charities in Blacksburg, the New 
River Valley, and across the common-
wealth.

Th e CVC is administered by the Divi-
sion of Human Resources and led by a 
steering team made up of university de-
partment representatives.

“Th is is a wonderful accomplishment 
for Virginia Tech and a testament to the 
generosity of the Hokie Nation,” said 
Vice President for Human Resources 
Bryan Garey.

Send community news and photos 
to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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New Virginia Tech program is striving to make 
laboratory spaces more environmentally friendly

Launching this spring, 
the Green Lab Certifi -
cation Program is the 
product of a partnership 
between Virginia Tech 
Environmental Health 
and Safety and the Offi  ce 
of Sustainability.

Th e Green Lab Certi-
fi cation Program is a self-
assessment tool that em-
powers, encourages, and 
recognizes labs that are 
engaging in sustainable 
practices. Th e program 
provides faculty, staff , and 
students with the tools 
needed to go green in their 
labs. 

“We estimate that lab 
ventilation systems ac-
count for more than 15 
percent of the overall en-
ergy consumption at Vir-
ginia Tech. Additionally, 
lab spaces produce large 
amounts of waste that 
can be diffi  cult to recycle, 
like Styrofoam and soft 
plastics,” said Rob Lowe, 
senior environmental en-
gineer.

“With roughly 600,000 
square feet of laboratory 
space and over 1,200 labs 
across the Blacksburg 
campus, we have out-
standing opportunities to 
improve energy effi  ciency 
and conservation and 
waste and recycling eff orts 
in labs,” Lowe said.

Th e Green Lab Certifi -
cation Program was origi-
nally developed by Ellen 
Garcia, who received her 
master’s in biology from 
Virginia Tech in 2020. 
Her work on this program 
has led to the fi nal itera-
tion of the Green Labs 
Tool, which assesses labo-
ratory’s sustainability ef-
forts spanning 11 diff erent 
topic areas.  

Bolstering the sustain-
ability of labs is a charge 
with deep ties to the 
Virginia Tech Climate 
Action Commitment, 
which serves as the univer-
sity’s guiding framework 
around sustainability and 
energy effi  ciency in cam-

pus operations, facilities, 
curriculum, and research.

Th e Green Labs initia-
tive supports the following 
Climate Action Commit-
ment goals: 

Goal 4 - Reduce build-
ing energy consumption 
to enable carbon neutral-
ity by 2030. Labs tend to 
demand more energy than 
other spaces on campus, 
but there are opportuni-
ties to implement behavior 
changes and purchasing 
standards to reduce energy 
consumption in many of 
our buildings with labora-
tories. Th is reduction can 
have a signifi cant impact 
on Virginia Tech’s ability 
to reach carbon neutrality.

Goal 7 - Virginia Tech 
to become a zero-waste 
campus by 2030. Labs can 
produce a lot of waste that 
may be unique from oth-
er spaces on campus. By 
completing their Green 
Lab Certifi cation, labs 
can create a plan to better 
manage their waste and 

PHOTO BY SARAH MYERS FOR VIRGINIA TECH
Ph.D. candidate Aleksei Gendron turns off lights not in use in the Allen Lab within 
the Department of Biochemistry. 

help Virginia Tech reach 
its goal of being zero-
waste.

Goal 12 - Diminish 
barriers to sustainable be-
haviors through institu-
tional change, education, 

and social marketing. By 
making sustainable prac-
tices the norm in labora-
tories, VT is helping re-
duce the barriers to acting 
sustainably within those 
spaces. Additionally, this 

program will help educate 
all members of a lab on 
the impact their work may 
have on the environment 
while providing them 
with tools and tips to re-
duce that impact.

Nice office spaces available in the McCraw 
Building in Radford. 616 West Main Street Off 
Sreet parking. Heat Pumps.  Ins. Windows. In-
ternet available. Space 1. 3 large offices with 
rest room. Coffee room. Nice. $650 a month. 
Space 2. Nicer office space with 3 private offic-
es plus large open receptionist/waiting room. 
2 restrooms. Owner furnishes water, garbage 
pickup, and hot water. $850 per month Agent 
owned.  Available now.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

McCraw Real Estate 
Call 320-5200 for appointment to view

02345-1

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

**Free X-ray & consult offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a 
consult & a traditional 2-D X-Ray at initial visit. *Bring in a treatment 
plan from any competitor and we will beat the total treatment plan 
for comparable services. Treatment plan must come from a licensed 
dentist within the past six months for comparable services and 
is subject to verification. Some plans are excluded. Full details of 
the Best Price Guarantee are available from our web site or at this 
practice. [Valid until December 31, 2022.]

AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS - 
CHRISTIANSBURG 

ROGER D. CAMPBELL, DMD
GENERAL DENTIST

175 CONSTON AVE
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA 24073

(888) 925-6677

CREATE YOUR NEW SMILE 
at an affordable price.

Best Price Guarantee*

Ask us today!

FREE X-RAY & CONSULT FOR 
NEW DENTURE PATIENTS**

Virginia Tech receives $2.8 million grant 
from the Department of Defense

cipal investigators for 
the grant Ehren Hill, 
Hume Center’s associate 
director for Education 
and Outreach, Joseph 
Simpson in the Pam-
plin College of Business, 
and Stephanie Travis, 
research faculty in the 
Intelligent Systems Di-
vision.

Travis was appointed 
as the director of the 
Senior Military Col-
lege Cyber Institute in 
June 2021 with her first 
charge: create a three-
year cohort model to de-
velop the cyber skills of 
students. 

“Our country needs 
amazing new federal 
civilians in the cyber 
workforce and Virginia 
Tech has amazing stu-
dents to fill those roles,” 
said Travis. “It is an 
honor to have the op-
portunity to leverage the 
expertise of the five oth-
er Senior Military Col-
leges and provide a more 
robust cyber education 

to our students.” 
Travis, who spent 

10 years in the United 
States Air Force, created 
more internship oppor-
tunities for students by 
leveraging existing and 
forging new relation-
ships across defense or-
ganizations. 

“I am most looking 
forward to having the 
opportunity to mentor 
such motivated students 
and to expose them to 
the amazing opportuni-
ties they have in their 
futures,” Travis said. “I 
am inspired that they’re 
truly excited to serve 
our country in their own 
ways.” 

The Senior Military 
College Cyber Institute 
started with 10 students 
in the fellowship this 
past fall. Travis said the 
goal is to add 10 new 
fellowship students each 
year moving forward. 

-By Aubrey Medina
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The funding will contribute to the Department of Defense (DoD) Senior Military 
College Cyber Institute goal of preparing civilians to work in the DoD cybersecurity 
workforce and related professional roles. 

Virginia Tech has re-
ceived a $2.8 million 
grant from the Depart-
ment of Defense to con-
tinue developing the 
Department of Defense 
(DoD) Senior Military 
College Cyber Institute 
(SMC2I), in its second 

year at Virginia Tech. 
“The National Secu-

rity Agency is excited to 
partner with Norwich, 
the Citadel, University 
of North Georgia, Vir-
ginia Tech, Texas A&M, 
and Virginia Military In-
stitute in the DoD Cyber 

Institute pilot program,” 
said Diane Janosek, the 
commandant of NSA’s 
National Cryptologic 
School, which houses 
the National Centers for 
Academic Excellence in 
Cybersecurity Program.

This grant builds 

provide opportunities to 
students, particularly fi rst-
generation students, to 
achieve a college degree,” 
Twiest said.

Almost 30% of Rad-
ford undergraduates are 
fi rst-generation college 
students, meaning they 
are the fi rst in their imme-
diate family to enroll in a 
college or university.

For many students, 
Twiest said, earning a col-
lege degree “opens doors 
to opportunities that 
would not have been an 
option without a degree.

“It can change the 
course of a student’s life 
and the lives of their en-
tire family. Th e work of 
the COSM is to equip 
students who may lack 

the experience and under-
standing of higher educa-
tion with the resources 
and support to navigate 
the nuances of the uni-
versity systems, as well as 
celebrate every success and 
milestone along the way.”

Located in the Bonnie 
Hurlburt Student Center, 
COSM aligns with Rad-
ford’s goal to provide sup-
portive, student-centered 
spaces. Inside the center 
are places to study, to use 
computers, and to hang 
out with friends and meet 
new friends.

To learn more about 
COSM, follow the cen-
ter on Facebook (COSM 
@ Radford), Twitter 
(cosmradford) and Insta-
gram (cosmradford).

Radford from page 1

upon the $1.5 million 
grant awarded in Janu-
ary 2021 that aims to 
prepare civilians to work 
in the DoD cybersecuri-
ty workforce and related 
professional roles.

The grant will be allo-
cated toward two efforts: 
supporting scholar-
ships for undergraduate 
students interested in 
careers focused on cy-
bersecurity and critical 
foreign languages and 
supporting experien-
tial learning opportuni-
ties within the National 
Security Institute, the 
Ted and Karyn Hume 
Center for National Se-
curity and Technology, 
and other Virginia Tech 
academic departments, 
including computer sci-
ence, electrical and com-
puter engineering, math, 
statistics, and the Pam-
plin College of Business.

Laura Freeman, prin-
cipal investigator of the 
grant and the director 
of the National Security 
Institute’s Intelligent 
Systems Division, col-
laborates with co-prin-
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Brew
 4. NY ballplayer
 7. Rigid external covering 
in some animals
12. Promotional materials
15. More high-pitched
16. Widely cultivated 
cereal
18. Dormitory employee
19. Bad act
20. One’s mother
21. Scored perfectly
24. Space station
27. Exchange for money
30. Edible seaweed
31. Iranian city
33. Lakers’ crosstown 
rivals
34. Nothing
35. Spiritual leader of a 
Jewish congregation

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

37. __ student, learns healing
39. Military offi cial (abbr.)
41. Matchstick games
42. Gasteyer and De Armas 
are two
44. Distant planet
47. A type of residue
48. Punk art icon Jimmy De__
49. Millihenry
50. Canadian media fi rm
52. Type of withdrawal
53. Spicy
56. Dish of minced meat or 
fi sh
61. Noted previously
63. Happily
64. “Partridge” actress Susan
65. Not present
CLUES DOWN
 1. In a way, brought to an end
 2. Scandalized actress 
Loughlin

 3. This (Spanish)
 4. Essay
 5. Continuing indefi nitely
 6. Tool for lifting food
 7. Partner to Adam
 8. Dry white wine drink
 9. Spanish be
10. Smaller quantity
11. Last or greatest in an 
indefi nitely large series
12. (Scottish) island
13. Church offi cer
14. Large wrestler
17. Polite address for women
22. Famed Susan Lucci 
character “__ Kane”
23. Mason __ Line
24. Disfi gure
25. Asian nation
26. Rage (Span.)
28. Khoikhoin peoples
29. Opera solo

32. Database management 
system
36. Similar
38. Move up and down 
playfully
40. Alfalfa
43. Satisfi ed
44. Baseball offi cial
45. Large, fl ightless bird of 
S. America
46. Money given in support
51. Flower cluster
54. Beginning military rank
55. Russian weight mea-
surement
56. Explosive
57. An individual unit
58. Midskirt
59. Weapon featuring balls
60. Used of a number or 
amount not specifi ed
62. Unit of measurement

OPINION

Average gasoline prices in 
Virginia were unchanged in the 
last week, averaging $3.15/g 
Monday, Jan. 24, according to 
GasBuddy’s survey of 4,081 sta-
tions in Virginia.

Prices in Virginia are 1.1 cents 
per gallon lower than a month 
ago but still stand 83.7 cents per 
gallon higher than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price 
reports, the cheapest station in 

Virginia was priced at $2.84/g 
Monday while the most expen-
sive was $3.89/g, a diff erence of 
$1.05/g.

Th e national average price of 
gasoline has risen 1.8 cents per 
gallon in the last week, averaging 
$3.32/g Monday, according to 
GasBuddy. Th e national average 
is up 3.3 cents per gallon from 
a month ago and stands 92.0 
cents per gallon higher than a 

year ago, according to GasBud-
dy data compiled from more 
than 11 million weekly price re-
ports covering over 150,000 gas 
stations across the country.

“With oil prices remaining el-
evated, average gas prices inched 
up in most states over the last 
week even as gasoline demand 
weakened, a testament to how 
concerned oil markets are with 
unrest in oil producing nations,” 

said Patrick De Haan, head of 
petroleum analysis at GasBuddy. 
“With all eyes on the Russia/
Ukraine situation, oil will likely 
remain north of $80 per barrel, 
with additional volatility,” said 
De Haan. “Prices could rise even 
more signifi cantly if there is any 
further deterioration in the situ-
ation. For now, I don’t expect 
any immediate fi reworks at the 
pump, but the trend of rising gas 

prices will likely persist as wor-
ries continue to overpower weak 
global consumption.”

GasBuddy is the authorita-
tive voice for gas prices and the 
only source for station-level data 
spanning nearly two decades. Gas-
Buddy’s survey updates 288 times 
every day from the most diverse list 
of sources covering nearly 150,000 
stations nationwide, the most 
comprehensive and up-to-date in 
the country. GasBuddy data are 
accessible at http://prices.GasBud-
dy.com.

Virginia gas prices remain the same

WalletHub names Virginia second-best state to retire in
To determine the best 

stats for retirees, the 
personal finance website 
WalletHub compared 
the 50 states across 47 
key indicators of retire-
ment friendliness. The 
company analysis deter-
mined that Virginia was 
the second-best state in 
the country for retirees, 
behind only Florida.

The rankings for Vir-
ginia for some of the 
report’s key indicators 
were as follows with 1 

being the best and 25 
being average: Adjusted 
Cost of Living, 26; An-
nual Cost of In-Home 
Services, 12; Taxpayer 
Ranking, 24; Elderly 
Friendly Labor Mar-
ket, 30; Property Crime 
Rate, 11, Life Expectan-
cy 19; and Percentage of 
Residents 12+ Who Are 
Fully Vaccinated, 11.

As the website points 
out, retirement might be 
the end of a  career, but 
it doesn’t have to be the 

end of financial security 
or life satisfaction. Re-
tirement generally co-
incides with the age at 
which older citizens may 
receive Social Security or 
pension benefits. How-
ever, not everyone can 
retire when they want 
to. In fact, 27% of non-
retired adults haven’t 
saved any money for 
retirement, though not 
necessarily through any 
fault of their own.

But in addition to 

when to retire, Walle-
tHub says, a good ques-
tion to ask is where. 
Finding the best states 
to retire can be diffi-
cult without doing lots 
of research. Even in the 
most affordable areas 
of the U.S., most retir-
ees cannot rely on So-
cial Security or pension 
checks alone to cover all 
of their living expenses. 
Social Security benefits 
increase with local in-
flation, but they replace 

only about 40% of the 
average worker’s earn-
ings.

If retirement is still a 
big question mark be-
cause of finances, Wal-
letHub suggests con-
sidering relocating to 
a state that lets retirees 
keep more money in 
their pocket without 
requiring a drastic life-
style change.

According to Walle-
tHub’s report, the ten 
best states to retire in 

are 1. Florida 2. Virgin-
ia 3. Colorado 4. Dela-
ware 5. Minnesota 6. 
North Dakota 7. Mon-
tana 8. Utah 9. Arizona 
10. New Hampshire.

The same report said 
the ten worst states for 
retirees are 41. Louisi-
ana 42. West Virginia 
43. Arkansas 44. Rhode 
Island 45. Illinois 46. 
Oklahoma 47. Ken-
tucky 48. New York. 
49. Mississippi 50. New 
Jersey.

Submit letters 
to the editor to 

editor@ourvalley.org

History from page 1

“Did everything go 
well for the Whartons?  
Certainly not!  Life 
in the post-Civil War 
South was hard for ev-
eryone, including the 
landed gentry like the 
Radfords and Whartons. 
Gen. Wharton was a ma-
jor advocate for indus-
trial development in the 
region, but things did 
not always go to plan. 
Gen. Wharton was an 
honest and trusting in-
dividual, which did not 
always suit an industri-
alizing world often filled 
with intrigue. Wharton 
also was a caring man 
who could not idly sit 

by while others suffered, 
and he was quick to 
help.

“Bottom line, the 
Whartons’ finances 
went south. Were they 
completely ruined? No. 
Don’t miss our next post 
to learn more.

“The history of the 
Glencoe Mansion is the 
history of Radford, and 
to this day we are all still 
touched by the lives and 
connections that were 
forged by all the many 
people who called it 
home. Join us each Tues-
day as we explore this 
history. 

“There is no doubt 

that the Whartons’ fi-
nancial situation was 
dire. Gen. Wharton 
even had to return to en-
gineering to make ends 
meet and pay off debts. 
In what most would have 
considered his golden 
years, his 60s, he was 
constantly on the move 
on the west coast survey-
ing lands and opening 
up another region of the 
country for expansion.

“Who took care of 
business at home? Nan-
nie Radford Wharton. 
Nannie was a born busi-
ness person whose acu-
men and fierceness were 
not to be trifled with. 

Family letters indicate 
that individuals know-
ing that Gen. Wharton 
was away thought they 
could take advantage 
of the lady left by her-
self; however, they soon 
learned that was not the 
case. She got her family 
out of their financial di-
saster. Nannie Radford 
Wharton even went to 
court after standing her 
ground with a pistol. 

To find out more 
about the Whartons and 
their story, come take 
a tour of the mansion, 
Tuesday to Saturday 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun-
day 1 to 4 p.m.

The following is a 
list of forecasted high-
way projects that may 
impact traffic traveling 
in the 12-county Salem 
Transportation District 
this week. Work sched-
ules and construction 
project timelines are al-
ways subject to change 
and weather dependent. 
The Salem District cov-
ers Bedford, Botetourt, 
Carroll, Craig, Floyd, 
Franklin, Giles, Henry, 
Montgomery, Patrick, 
Pulaski and Roanoke.

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY

I-81 NORTH-
BOUND AT EXIT 105 
NEW RIVER BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT IN 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY – Lane and 
shoulder closures may be 
in place near exit 105. 
Lane closure may be in 
effect during the week 
from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
Shoulder closures may 
be in effect at any time 
during the week. Slow 
rolls may be performed 
on I-81 in the north and 

southbound lanes from 
mile marker 104 to 106 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
Speed limit is reduced 
to 60 miles per hour in 
the work zone. Shoulder 
closures will remain in 
place though the dura-
tion of the project. Proj-
ect completion is esti-
mated by late 2022.

I-81 BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT AT 
EXIT 114 IN MONT-
GOMERY COUNTY – 
The bridge replacement 
of the two Interstate 
81 bridges over Route 
8, northbound and 
southbound, is nearing 
completion. Remain-
ing work involves light-
ing installations at the 
intersections and under 
the bridges. Lane clo-
sures may be possible. 
Work zone and reduced 
speed limit signs along 
I-81 are being removed.  
Estimated completion is 
early 2022.

ROUTE 615 CUL-
VERT REPLACE-
MENT – Beginning 
April 11, 2022, Route 
615 (Pilot Road) will 

undergo a culvert re-
placement located at 
the intersection of Pi-
lot Road and Old Pike 
Road, across from the 
Pilot Post Office.  Single 
lane closures will be in 
place and will be main-
tained by utilizing tem-
porary traffic signals. 
Lane closures on RTE 
615 are expected to be-
gin on 5/2/2022 and will 
be in place through Au-
gust 2022Expected com-
pletion is October 2022.

ROUTE 643 PAV-
ING PROJECT - Begin-
ning soon, exact date to 
be determined, a project 
is being scheduled to re-
surface an unpaved por-
tion of Route 643 (Yel-
low Sulfur Road). The 
work area begins .7 mile 
south of the intersection 
with Route 642 (Jen-
nelle Road) and ends 
1.7 miles north of the 
bridge over Route 460.  
Traffic impacts will in-
clude intermittent flag-
ging operations between 
these intersections. This 
project has an estimated 
completion date of May 
2022.

Intermittent single 

Acrobats from page 1

outrageous illustra-
tions of cartoonist Rube 
Goldberg, and the slap-
stick humor of Charlie 
Chaplin’s film “Modern 
Times.” While these in-
spirations make “Bird-
house Factory” artful, 
nostalgic, and funny, 
the true essence of the 
show comes from the 
circus.

“Birdhouse Factory” 
delivers a timeless mes-
sage of hope, camara-
derie, and the power of 
the collaborative human 
spirit when presented 
with adversity. Although 
conceptualized prior to 
the pandemic and in-
spired by the Great De-
pression, it addresses the 
challenges faced by the 

industry and workers 
during unprecedented 
times.

The story is one of 
imaginative recovery 
where humans create 
magic when working to-
gether towards common 
goals. Audience mem-
bers will be enchanted 
by the story of laughter, 
love, flight, and bird-
houses.

Students, teachers, 
and families from Rad-
ford City and Floyd, 
Giles, Montgomery, and 
Pulaski counties will at-
tend a free school-day 
performance of “Bird-
house Factory” offered 
for area public, private, 
and homeschools.

Tickets for the perfor-

mances are $25-55 for 
the general public and 
$10 for Virginia Tech 
students. Tickets can be 
purchased online; at the 
Moss Arts Center’s box 
office, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday, 
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday; or by calling 
540-231-5300 during 
box office hours.

Proof of COVID-19 
vaccination or negative 
COVID-19 test is re-
quired for those ages 12 
and over to attend this 
performance. Masks are 
required at all times for 
patrons, visitors, and 
staff regardless of vac-
cination status in all in-
door spaces at the Moss 
Arts Center.

houses in a human, joy-
ful, and soulful way.

In “Birdhouse Fac-
tory,” a contortionist 
performs on a turntable 
powered by unicyclists, 
a trapeze artist flies high 
thanks to the spins of 
an acrobat inside a gi-
ant gear-like wheel, and 
trampoline wall artists 
defy the laws of physics 
by virtually walking on 
air.

The production was 
inspired, in part, by the 
masterful industry mu-
rals of Mexican-born 
artist Diego Rivera, the 

VDOT Roadwatch 

See VDOT, page 5
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OBITUARIES

I want to honor Willis Webb 
as a great neighbor, great 
friend and role model for 
the past 18 years. I spent 
many times  bowling with 

him in state senior tournaments and will miss 
those days in the future  Mr. Webb (Pa)  taught 
me lessons on enjoying life with a compassion 
and attitude that went far beyond the bowling 
lanes. He was an important part of our lives
and will always be in our thoughts in the 
future. Thank you Pa for great memories!

Randy Thompson

Bishop, Jennings Ray 
Jennings Ray Bishop, 76, of Chris-

tiansburg, died Th ursday, Jan. 20, 
2022, at the New River Valley Medical 
Center.

He was born in West Virginia on 
Aug. 23, 1945, to the late Ollie Curtis 
and Sarah Lester Bishop.

He is survived by his wife, Cosbie 
McDaniel Bishop; daughters Lisa Fardy 
and Erin Bishop; a son, Daniel Bishop; 
eight grandchildren; eight great-grand-

children; a sister, Creata Waldran; and 
a brother-in-law, Ira Bishop. 

Funeral services will be conducted on 
Friday, Jan. 28, 2022, at 2 p.m. in the 
McCoy Funeral Home Chapel with the 
Rev. Dr. Brendia (Joyce) M. Pack offi  -
ciating. Interment will follow at Rose-
lawn Memorial Gardens, Christians-
burg. Th e family  will receive friends 
from 1 to 2 p.m. prior to the service 
at McCoy Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

Coalson, Jane Withers  
Jane Withers Coalson, 82, 

passed away at her home in 
Radford on Saturday, Jan.  
22, 2022.

She was a member of Fair-
lawn Presbyterian Church 
and a retired medical tran-
scriptionist with St. Alban’s 
Hospital.

Jane was preceded in 
death by her parents, Wallace 
Ray and Helen Porter With-
ers; two infant daughters 
and one infant son; brothers 
David and James Withers, and sisters Betty 
Gray and Marie Van Lear.

Survivors include her husband, Robert D. 
Coalson; sons and daughter-in-law Michael 
and Elizabeth Coalson of Fairlawn, and 
James Coalson of Fairlawn; grandsons,Jesse 
and Jeremy Coalson; a granddaughter, 
Emilie Gaudin; a great-grandson, Murphy; 

special sisters-in-law, Mary 
Louis Coalson and Barbara 
Coalson; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Th e family received 
friends from 12:30 to 2 
p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 26, 
2022, at the Mullins Funeral 
Home in Radford. Funeral 
services began at 2 p.m. with 
the Rev. Allison Unroe offi  -
ciating. Interment followed 
in Highland Memory Gar-
dens in Dublin. 

In lieu of fl owers, please make donations 
to the Fairlawn Presbyterian Church or the 
charity of your choice.

Per the family’s request, masks are pre-
ferred.

Th e Coalson family is in the care of Mull-
ins Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford. 
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Dritselis, Mary T. 
Mary T. Dritselis died 

peacefully at her home in 
Christiansburg on Jan. 19, 
2022.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Nicholas and Anastasia 
Tsakires, and her beloved 
brother Paul Tsakires and 
is survived by her children 
Victor Dritselis of Blacks-
burg, Stefani McNair of 
Chevy Chase, Md.; her 
grandchildren, Alexa Mc-
Nair of San Diego, Calif. and Ian Mc-
Nair (of Falls Church, Va.; her sister 
Dena Bowers and her husband, Kirk of 
Charlottesville, Va.; niece Nicole Cory-
ell of Fredericksburg, Va; nephew Andy 
Bowers of Richmond, Va.; grandnieces 
Sophia and Brooke Coryell of Fredericks-
burg; and family in Th essalonica, Greece.

Mary was born in Bluefi eld, W.Va., 
to proud parents who emigrated from 
Greece in search of a more prosperous 
life. In 1962 she married and moved to 
Christiansburg, where she and her then-
husband, John began a successful 30-year 
career as restaurateurs and developed a 
reputation for quality food and service 
among the locals and the Virginia Tech 
community.

In 1982 she became a realtor with Cen-
tury 21 and was awarded ABWA Business 
Woman of the Year. She furthered her ca-
reer in real estate and helped to establish 
Southview Management Company. 

She served on the board of the New 
River Valley Friends of the Roanoke Sym-
phony for many years and was a member 
of the Montgomery County Chamber of 
Commerce, Downtown Blacksburg, Inc., 
as well as the University Club of Virginia 
Tech. A person of faith, she was a mem-

ber of the Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church 
in Roanoke. 

Mary had impeccable 
taste and was enamored 
with the fashion world. 
She was widely known in 
her community and made 
many cherished friend-
ships and acquaintances. 
She personifi ed “host-
ess with the mostest,” 
throwing fabulous par-
ties throughout the years. 

Guests knew her passion for entertaining, 
music, and dancing, and would come far 
and wide with their guitars, bouzoukis, 
and dancing shoes. 

She kept a beautiful and loving home 
for her family where her children and 
grandchildren shared many treasured 
memories growing up. Her bright blue-
green eyes and radiant smile will forever 
remain in their minds.

Th e family gives a very special thanks 
to all those who cared for her, especially 
to Marisha Kirby and Mary Ann Harris 
and her staff  with Comfort Care Senior 
Homes, LLC. We are deeply grateful for 
their compassion, wisdom, and care.

Memorial services will be held at 
McCoy Funeral Home in Blacksburg 
on Th ursday, Jan. 27, at 12:30 p.m. 
with Fr. Nick Galanopoulos offi  ciating. 
Th e visitation will be  at 11:30 a.m. A 
Mercy Meal reception will be held at 
the Inn at Virginia Tech immediately 
following the interment burial site at 
Roselawn Memorial Gardens. In lieu of 
fl owers, the family requests that dona-
tions be made in Mary’s name to Good 
Samaritan Hospice, NRV, 1160 Moose 
Drive, Christiansburg, VA 24073. 
Goodsamhospice.org.

Hatfi eld, Janet Roark 
Janet Roark Hatfi eld 

passed away peacefully at her 
home in Radford on Friday, 
Jan. 21, 2022, at the age of 
79. 

Janet was born on Nov. 
1, 1942, in Ashland, Boyd 
County, Ky. to her beloved 
parents, Sterling and Eva 
Lena Roark (Arnett). She 
attended Blacksburg High 
School and Radford Col-
lege. Janet married James 
(“Skip”) Franklin Hatfi eld 
on Dec. 28, 1969, and they made Radford 
their home in 1972 where they raised their 
daughters.

Janet was preceded by death by her par-
ents, her loving husband, Skip, and her 
siblings Jo Leach, William “Jimmy” Roark, 
Jene Roark, and Judy Dowdy. 

She is survived by her daughters, Lane 
Arnett Hatfi eld and Sara Elizabeth Hat-
fi eld; her sisters-in-law, Patricia Trent and 
Margaret Roark; her nieces and nephews, 
Bena Holbrook (John Abadie), Kim Roark, 
Harry Baldwin, Chris Roark (Len Turner), 
Sabrina Roark, Lance Dowdy (Allison), 
Christi Trent, and Nicole Trent and great-
nieces and great-nephews. 

Janet was a strong and independent 
woman and a mentor and guide to all. Th e 

most important thing to 
Janet was her family. She 
was also a dedicated Vir-
ginia Tech fan and greatly 
enjoyed being with good 
friends at her local bridge 
club.

Education was incredibly 
important to Janet. Skip 
and she were responsible for 
the Hatfi eld Family Athletic 
Scholarship at Virginia Tech 
and were very proud to sup-
port Virginia Tech and its 

students. Janet was a longtime member of 
the local banking industry, retiring from 
both the former First National Bank of 
Christiansburg and First Bank & Trust.

Th e family will receive friends from 10 
a.m. until 12 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 31, 
2022, at the Mullins Funeral Home in Rad-
ford. Funeral services will begin at 12 p.m. 
with Pastor Greg Harrell offi  ciating. Inter-
ment will follow in the Westview Cemetery 
in Blacksburg. Th e family requests every-
one wear a mask.

In lieu of fl owers, please make donations 
to either the Women’s Resource Center or 
the Radford/Fairlawn Daily Bread.

Th e Hatfi eld family is in the care of Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory in Rad-
ford.

Martin, Lucy Kessinger
Lucy Kessinger Martin, 85, of Blacks-

burg, died Th ursday, Jan. 20, 2022, at 
LewisGale Hospital Montgomery.

She was born in Montgomery County 
on Sept. 21, 1936, to the late Roy Kem-
per and Lucy Smith Kessinger. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Lee 
Edward Martin; her sisters, Fleta Smith, 
Doris Walters, Lois Green; brothers Roy 
D. Kessinger, Harvey Kessinger, Bobby 
Kessinger, and Dan Kessinger. 

She is survived by her son, Clayton 
Rice; a daughter, Wanda Brickey; grand-

children Lorie Rice and Teri Brickey; 
sisters and brothers-in-law Almeta and 
David Young, Martha Campbell, Pa-
tricia McCoy, Sandra Sims, Brenda and 
Roy Hughes, and Carrie and Derek Lee; 
brothers and sisters-in-law Larry and Kar-
en Kessinger and Estiol and Brenda Kess-
inger; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

A graveside service was held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 26, 2022, at 11 a.m. at 
Roselawn Memorial Gardens, Christians-
burg. Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Viers, Mary Nuckols 
Mary Nuckols Viers, 90, of Radford, 

passed away Sunday, Jan. 16, 2022. 
She was predeceased by her husband, 

Dennis Corvin Viers, and a daughter, 
Marie Viers Harris.

She is survived by daughters Bonnie 
Viers Singleton of Radford and Pamela 
Sue Viers of Blacksburg; a son, Robert 
C. Viers of Christiansburg; and a  son-
in-law, Roy D. Harris of Maryville, 
Tenn.; four grandchildren, 10 great-
grandchildren and beloved nieces and 
nephews.

In accordance with her wishes, her 
body has been donated to the Virginia 

Anatomical Program as a gift to the liv-
ing to be used for study and research in 
medical education.

A memorial service to honor her life 
will be held at a later date.

Th e family wishes to thank Good Sa-
maritan Hospice for their loving care.

For those who wish to make a do-
nation in her memory, please consider 
Grove United Methodist Church Me-
morial Fund, 1020 Tyler Avenue, Rad-
ford, VA  24141.

Th e Viers family is in the care of Mull-
ins Funeral Home & Crematory in Rad-
ford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

the keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. 
Tommy McDearis, who has 
pastored Blacksburg Bap-
tist Church since 1997. Rev. 
McDearis recounted memories 
of growing up in a small town 
in the South where schools 
were integrated only when he 
entered the fourth grade. His 
experience was that the diffi  cul-
ties of integration came from 
the adults and not from the 
children.

When he questioned the 
awkward and unfair arrange-
ments of segregation, he found 
the adults unwilling to answer 
his questions.  He remembered 
Dr. King being called evil and 

a troublemaker, and when King 
was assassinated, he remembers 
that some white adults openly 
celebrated. He said he was un-
able to reconcile the attitudes 
and behavior of church mem-
bers with the Jesus that he and 
they worshipped.

Rev. McDearis observed that 
while the prejudices of today are 
more subtle and less vehement, 
they are just as real.  Just as vot-
ing rights were an important 
issue in the 1960s, they are an 
important issue now, he said. 
While we look back to celebrate 
the work of Dr. King more than 
50 years ago, we also need to 
look forward to the changes 

we know still need to happen 
to embody his dream, Rev. 
McDears said. He closed by 
quoting a number of lines from 
Dr. King, including “Change 
does not roll in on the wheels of 
inevitability, but comes through 
continuous struggle. And so we 
must straighten our backs and 
work for our freedom.” He then 
encouraged listeners to join in 
carrying on the legacy of Dr. 
King.

Judy Barylske, co-chair of 
the branch’s education commit-
tee, announced a new initiative 
during Black History Month in 
February. Th e committee will 
conduct a book drive to spread 

awareness of local African-
American history. Th is will fol-
low on the very successful book 
drive last year to promote fam-
ily reading and early childhood 
literacy through local schools. 
Details will be forthcoming.

Branch President Deborah 
H. Travis thanked the guest 
speaker, all of the program par-
ticipants, and Karen Jones for 
the technological arrangements 
that made the online celebra-
tion possible.  President Travis 
urged those gathered to follow 
King’s example and continue 
the work of advocating justice 
for all.

Th e general body meetings 

of the local NAACP are on the 
fourth Sunday of each month. 
Email  info@mrfnaacp.org for 
a link to the virtual meetings. 
Everyone is welcome. Informa-
tion about the Montgomery 
County-Radford City-Floyd 
County NAACP Branch #7092 
is available at mrfnaacp.org or 
https://www.facebook.com/
mrfnaacp.org. To make a do-
nation to the Samuel H. Clark 
Scholarship fund, write a check 
to “M-R-F NAACP” and mark 
it for “Scholarship Fund” in the 
memo line. Th en mail the do-
nation to: M-R-F NAACP, PO 
Box 6044, Christiansburg, VA 
24068.   

NAACP from page 1

lane closures utilizing 
flagging operations will 
be in place between the 
intersection of Teaberry 
Road and Jennelle Road.

ROUTE 636 
BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT AT SENECA 
HOLLOW - Work has 
begun replacing the 
bridge on Route 636 
over the Roanoke River 
at Seneca Hollow.  The 
contractor is planning to 
pour the last pier foot-
ing and stem within the 
second week of January 
and then cure for 14-
20 days. A road closure 
with a detour is in place 
from Echo Hills Road to 
.36 mile south of Route 
460. The detour will 
restrict access to Route 
460 at Seneca Hollow 

and will require travelers 
to enter/exit Route 460 
at Friendship Road near 
Wheeling Hollow. The 
project is expected to be 
completed in February 
2022.

UTILITY WORK 
ON ROUTE 460 - 
MMI will be installing 
fiber optic along Route 
460 and Route 8 from 
the Giles County line to 
the Floyd County line. 
This work will be on-
going. Motorists should 
expect shoulders and/or 
lane closures for travel in 
both directions.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 

BRIDGE HEIGHT RE-
STRICTIONS – Due to 
bridge painting, several 

height restrictions are in 
place along I-81 north 
and southbound. Maxi-
mum height allowed is 
14’6” at the following 
bridges over I-81 at the 
mile marker locations of 
135, 109 and 108 until 
mid-January. Overhe-
ight vehicles will need 
to be rerouted. Message 
boards are in place.

INTERSTATE 81 
LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
EXIT 141 TO EXIT 143 
– A project to widen the 
lanes on I-81 in Roanoke 
in both northbound and 
southbound directions 
between Exit 141 to Exit 
143 has been underway. 
One new lane in each di-
rection of I-81 and two 
lanes northbound on to 

I-581 at exit 143 opened 
just before Thanksgiv-
ing between mile mark-
ers 141 and 143. All 
lanes will remain open 
through winter with 
periodic lane closures 
at night as needed. The 
final surface paving and 
markings for north-
bound will resume with 
the next paving season in 
spring 2022.  Estimated 
completion date of the 
project is summer 2022.

ROUTE 615 CUL-
VERT REPLACE-
MENT – Beginning 
April 11, 2022, Route 
615 (Pilot Road) will 
undergo a culvert re-
placement located at 
the intersection of Pi-
lot Road and Old Pike 
Road, across from the 

VDOT from page 4

Pilot Post Office.  Sin-
gle lane closures will 
be in place and will be 
maintained by utilizing 

temporary traffic sig-
nals. Lane closures on 
RTE 615 are expected 
to begin on 5/2/2022
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Lost & Found

For Sale - Firewood

For Sale - Misc

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery County

Kevin.Harlow@deq.virginia.
gov

Legals - 
Montgomery County

Legals - 
Montgomery County

ADVERTISE!

MAKE 
AN 

“A”
IN 

ADVERTISING!

To place your 
ad, call 

389-9355

STATEWIDE 
ADS

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

The Brown v. Board of Education Scholarship 
Program was established by the Virginia General 
Assembly in 2004 to provide educational 
opportunities for persons who were denied an 
education in Virginia between 1954 and 1964 due 
to the closing of the public schools during Massive 
Resistance. The program is now open to eligible 
applicants for the 2022–2023 school year. For 
applications and information on eligibility, visit:

BROWNSCHOLARSHIP.VIRGINIA.GOV
or contact Lily Jones, Division of

Legislative Services, at (804) 698-1888.

Accepting Applications
Through March 25, 2022

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.
net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide back-
up power during utility 
power outages, so your 
home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for ad-
ditional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 

STATEWIDE 
ADS

regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching potential candi-
dates. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hi l tonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-

ance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other
 nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.L i fe55p lus . i n fo /
vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974
WANTED TO BUY OR
TRADE
FREON WANTED: We
pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114.Convenient. Certi-
 ed Professionals. Call 
312-291-9169 or visit Re-
frigerantFinders.com

STATEWIDE 
ADS



Radford News Journal • Wednesday, January 26, 2022 • Page 7www.ourvalley.org

To place a
 classi  ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

ADVERTISE!

BUSINESS SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600
House-hunting 

couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW MIRRORS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109
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Radford Sports

Send community 

news and photos to 

communitynews@

ourvalley.org

Protect the
ones you love,
get your flu 
shot today.

@vaccinatevirginia

Radford High School’s Graham Minarik dives to start 
the 200-yard freestyle at the Christiansburg Aquatic 
Center Thursday night. Minarik placed second with a 
time of 2:11.06.

Blacksburg High School’s Tharun Svetanant took first place at 138 pounds in 
Saturday’s Big Blue Invitational at Christiansburg High School.

Christiansburg finishes third 
in Big Blue Tournament

Christiansburg’s Luke Robie dominated competition at Saturday’s Big Blue wrestling 
tournament, claiming first place in the 145-pound class. For his performance, he 
was named the event’s most valuable wrestler.

PHOTOS BY KYMN DAVIDSON-HAMLEY
Parker Ferrell gave Christiansburg another first at 220 pounds with a win over 
Hunter Brown of Staunton River. 

Christiansburg High 
School’s six-year domination 
of its Big Blue Wrestling 
Invitational ended this past 
weekend as Staunton River 
emerged from the tourna-
ment as the 2022 top dog by 
compiling 197 points.

Christiansburg fi nished a 
distant third with Washing-
ton High School in second. 
Powhatan was fourth, Glen-

var fi fth, Blacksburg sev-
enth, Salem ninth, William 
Byrd 10th, Hidden Valley 
13th, Cave Spring 16th and 
Floyd 17th.

Christiansburg did have 
several individual winners. 
Jacob Baier led the Blue 
Demons contingent with 
a fi rst at 160 pounds when 
an injury to his William 
Byrd opponent gave him 
the win. Luke Robie then 
took a 7-0 decision over Trey 
Lawrence of Glenvar for the 

title at 145.  Robie would 
be named the event’s Most 
Outstanding Wrestler.

Aiden LaComa claimed 
one of Christiansburg’s fi rst 
pins of the championship 
round at 2:43 against Ty-
ler Nix of Brentsville, and 
Parker Ferrell dominated at 
220 in a 16-0 decision over 
Hunter Brown of Staunton 
River. 

Blacksburg’s Th arun 
Svetanant claimed fi rst place 
at 138. Blacksburg’s Braden 

Henderson was second at 
126 after following 7-2 
in a decision to Jackson 
Stroud of Bentsville, and 
teammate Garrett Hen-
derson would also fi nish 
second in 132 on a 3-2 
decision to Jake Cline of 
Glenvar who took fi rst 
place. 

Other Christiansburg 
place winners were Bow-
man Altizer third at 182, 
J.J. Pociask fourth at 170, 
Zachary Cummings third 
at 152, and Jacob Manieri 
fi fth at 138. Glenvar place 
winners were Ethan Flow-
ers second at 152, Mason 
Hylton sixth at 120, and 
River Smith third at 113. 

J.B. Dragovich of Hid-
den Valley claimed the top 
spot in 120.

Salem’s Samuel Miles 
took second in 182, Mat-
thew McNeil sixth at 152, 
Kyman Kinnery fourth 
at 138, Haeden Smith 
seventh at 132, Ty Por-
ter eighth in 120, Braden 
Armes seventh at 106, 
Jackson Bryie fourth at 
220 and Linkin Callihan 
fi fth at 195.

Blacksburg’s Ryan 
Ankrum was eighth in the 
160 class while teammate 
Robert Baker also fi nished 
eighth at 145. Jackson 
Hardy fi nished eighth at 
132, Jared Swift eighth at 
113 and Jacob Honaker 
eighth at 106.

Big Blue offi  cials took 
a moment to remember 
former Cave Spring and 
Christiansburg wrestler 
Kip Nininger who died 
last year in a tragic car 
accident. A Cave Spring 
mat and a Christiansburg 
wrestling mat were recog-
nized in his honor.

Kip’s father, Chris, 
presented a check to the 
Virginia Elite Wrestling 
program, which is based 
in Christiansburg and 
provides the foundation 
for many wrestlers like his 
son in Southwest Virginia.

Two Nininger scholar-
ships totaling $1,413 were 
presented to two partici-
pants, Garrett Henderson 
of Blacksburg and Luke 
Robie of Christiansburg. 
Th e scholarship amount, 
according to Chris, is a 
reference to his son’s fa-
vorite Bible verse 4:13: “I 
can do all things through 
Christ which strength-
eneth me.”

Kip was a two-time 
state champion and a 
three-time place winner. 

More than 100 golfers 
gathered at the Botetourt 
County Club in October 
to raise money for the 
scholarship fund.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Radford’s Imran Akhundov swims the butterfly in the 
200-yard individual medley, placing third and lowering 
his time to 2:37.78.

Radford’s Havva Gasimova placed second in the 200-
yard individual mddley (2:53.75).

Radford’s Madison Graham swims in the 100-yard 
butterfly, placing fifth (1:15.42).

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
Radford’s Hampton Wohlford placed second in the 500-
yard freestyle (5:30.77).

Radford swimmers 
compete at 
Christiansburg 
Aquatic Center




