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When 250 musicians take to 
the main stage at Virginia Tech’s 
Moss Arts Center on Sunday, 
April 3, at 7 p.m.  they will follow 
the lead of composer/conductor 
Dwight Bigler as they bring to 
life the world premiere perfor-
mance of his original composi-
tion “Mosaic for Earth.”

Bigler says he has composed 
throughout his life, “but never 
this large” a project. His message 
in the work is serious: “We are 
much more aware of the real and 
huge climate changes” that are 
upon us, he said, “but humans 
have got to start acting.”

Bigler said he asked himself 
how he could help.

“The power of music is so of-
ten used as a motivator,” he said. 
“It connects to the heart.” His 
goal was to create a work that re-
minds listeners of nature’s beauty 
and inspires them to take action 
to help preserve the planet.

“I specifically included parts 
for the children’s chorus,” he said, 
referring to the Blacksburg Chil-
dren’s Choir, which will be part 
of the performance.

Bigler took inspiration from 
his own family’s frequent camp-
ing trips in Idaho, from fellow 
professors and from his own re-
search. He credited Mary Deni-
son Moore, a Virginia Tech Eng-
lish professor and an alto in the 
Blacksburg Master Chorale, for 
guiding him toward texts culled 
from her knowledge of environ-
mental literature.

He used the positive text from 
Psalm 104 and created contrast 

World premiere of “Mosaic for Earth” 
puts composer’s message in spotlight

Glencoe Mansion, 
Museum to change 
hours of operation

Eff ective April 6, 
2022, Glencoe Mansion, 
Museum, and Gallery 
will have new operating 
hours.

Glencoe Mansion’s 
new hours of opera-
tion will be Wednesday 
through Saturday, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Sunday from 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Th e change in 
operating hours applies 
to both the museum and 
the gift shop.

According to museum 
director Scott Gard-
ner, “By making these 
changes, we’re going to 

be able to serve a broad-
er group of visitors and 
make Glencoe Mansion 
an even greater museum 
and asset for the commu-
nity.”

As always, everyone 
is welcome with no ad-
mission fee. Glencoe 
off ers a 3-in-1 museum 
experience with the gift 
shop, the adjoining Mary 
Draper Ingles Cultural 
Heritage Park with the 
statue of the frontier 
heroine,  and the New 
River Train Observatory. 
Th e park is open dawn to 
dusk, seven days a week.

Dwight Bigler is surrounded by choir members who volunteered to give 
up part of a Saturday afternoon to polish their parts for his newest 
composition, “Mosaic for Earth,” Bigler’s largest creative undertaking 
to date. It will be performed by 250 creative artists (four choirs, 
one orchestra and four soloists) on Sunday, April 3, at 7 p.m. at the 
Moss Arts Center. Blacksburg Presbyterian Church is the scene of the 
rehearsal.

As of April 6, Glencoe Mansion and Museum will 
change its operating hours to 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Sundays.

Radford University International 
Guitar Festival returns 

RADFORD - Rad-
ford University’s Inter-
national Guitar Festi-
val returns to the Davis 
Performance Hall at the 
Covington Center April 
1 and 2.  

The event features 
highly acclaimed Ar-
menian guitarist Gohar 
Vardanyan, a graduate of 
both the Peabody Con-

servatory and Julliard. 
She will teach a master 
class Friday, April 1, at 4 
p.m. and perform a solo 
concert Saturday, April 
2, at 8 p.m. Vardanyan 
has been praised in the 
press for her combina-
tion of technical skill 
and emotional perfor-
mance. 

On Friday, April 1, at 

7 p.m, guitarist, arranger 
and educator Andy Ju-
rik, will perform a wide 
variety of music includ-
ing popular favorites 
from The Police, Radio-
head, and The Beatles 
in unique arrangements. 
Jurik is the co-director 
of the Asheville Classical 

Radford High FFA takes second 
in horse judging competition

Radford High School’s Future Farmers 
of America Club Horse Judging team re-
cently took second place in the Horse Judg-
ing Competition, held March 22 at Mead-
owridge Stables in Christiansburg.

Th e team consists of Bella Calfee, So-
phia Gaither, Anna Hall and Katie Shu-
mate. In addition to the second-place team 
win, Gaither placed fi rst as an individual.

Katie Givens is the Radford High School 

agriculture teacher and FFA advisor. She 
said there are 24 students in FFA this year 
and they also compete in Hippology, Vet 
Science, Floriculture, and Livestock Judg-
ing and hold regular meetings “where we 
do team building, leadership skills, and just 
have fun related to agriculture.”

More than 775,000 high school stu-
dents are members of FFA, which was 
founded in 1917.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Radford High School’s Future Farmers of America Club Horse Judging team of 
Bella Calfee, Sophia Gaither, Anna Hall and Katie Shumate recently took second 
place in the Horse Judging Competition.

by telling of man’s impact on the 
environment.

Bigler took a sabbatical from 
his duties at Virginia Tech in the 
2019-2020 school year to read, 
to travel to some of the world’s 
natural wonders, and to study 
with a host of artists at the Ham-
bridge Center in North Georgia. 
He said his travels and studies 
“were essential to my creative 
process.”

In the book “Finding Beauty 
in a Broken World,” he discov-
ered the title he would use for 
his budding work: “Mosaic for 
Earth.”

During the concert, some of 
Bigler’s photographs will be part 
of the natural scenes that will fill 
screens surrounding the stage 
and the performers. Created by 

Virginia Tech’s David Franusich, 
the evening’s video effects will in-
clude sweeping drone shots.

In March of 2020, Bigler’s 
musical project suffered the same 
shutdown as the rest of the uni-
versity and the nation.

He smiles when  he recalls that 
the Blacksburg Master Chorale 
and the Virginia Tech Student 
Ensemble had already begun to 
work on some of the music for a 
premiere date of, ironically, April 
3, 2020.

The composer used the re-
hearsal pause to his advantage, 
reworking and refining some 
sections. “It was very useful,” 
he said. In-person rehearsals re-
sumed in the fall of 2021, with 

Pat Brown
Contributing writer

See Mosaic for Earth, page 2

Radford High Chamber Ensemble and Concert Choir earn superior district ratings
The Radford High 

School Chamber Ensem-
ble and Concert Choir 
recently earned top marks 
at their District Concert 
Assessment at The Uni-
versity of Lynchburg. 

Both choirs received 
superior ratings for the 
performance of their 
music and sight reading 
abilities.The choirs will 
perform their assessment 
music again at the Spring 
Choir Concert on May 
12 at 7 p.m. in The Bon-
durant Auditorium on 
the Radford University 
campus. SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Radford High School Chamber Ensemble and Concert Choir members and their director celebrate their performance at the University of 
Lynchburg during the recent District Concert Assessment.

Armenian guitarist Gohar Vardanyan 
will present a solo concert April 2 at 
RU’s International Guitar Festival after 
teaching a master class on April 1.

On April 1, after teaching a master 
class on arrangements for the guitar, 
guitarist, arranger, and educator Andy 
Jurik will present a concert that will 
include a wide variety of music by the 
likes of The Beatles, The Police, and 
Radiohead.

See Festival, page 2

See Ratings, page 2
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Through April 30
Free prom dresses 
By appointment only at the 

Meadowbrook Public Library, 
which has prom dresses of all 
sizes available for free to any-
one in Montgomery County, 
Floyd County, and through-
out the New River Valley. Call 
(540) 268-1964 to make an 
appointment to try on and 
choose a free prom dress. 

Wednesday, March 
30:

Sustainable Blacksburg 
Lunch and Learn: Start Plan-
ning for Gardening Season

At the Blacksburg Library; 
noon. Th is is a presentation on 
community gardens, LWEG 
(Live, Work, Eat, Grow, the 
local nonprofi t that oversees 
the community gardens) and 
getting ready for the coming 
garden season.

Thursday, March 
31:

Bad art afternoon
At the Meadowbrook Public 

Library; 3 p.m. Participants 
can come prepared to create 
some art . . . bad art. A vari-
ety of supplies will be pro-
vided, and artists can draw, 
paint, and glue to create the 
best worst art. A trophy will be 
given to the creator of the best 
bad art. All ages are welcome.  
Registration is required. Con-
tact Spahl@mfrl.org for more 
information.

 
National Crayon Day: 

Crayon crafts.
At the Christiansburg Li-

brary; 4:30 p.m. Participants 
will make crayon keychain 
pendants and crayon art.

 
DIY terrarium jars
At the Blacksburg Library; 

6:30 p.m. Participants will 
create do-it-yourself terrarium 
jars for a decorative splash of 
greenery to brighten the home. 
All supplies will be provided. 
Registration is required. All 
ages.

Friday, April 1:
Spring cookie decorating
At the Christiansburg Li-

brary; 3 p.m. Th e library will 
provide the supplies for partic-
ipants to bring the creativity. 

Registration is required.

Radford University Masters 
of Fine Arts Show 

Opening reception; 5-7 
p.m. RU Art Museum on Ty-
ler (214 Tyler Ave). Exhibition 
runs Friday, April 1 – Satur-
day, April 9, 2022.

Friday, April 15:
Radford University Graph-

ic Design Show 
Opening reception; 5-7 

p.m. RU Art Museum on Ty-
ler (214 Tyler Ave). Exhibition 
runs Friday, April 15 – Satur-
day, April 23, 2022.

Saturday, April 2:
Blacksburg leaf compost 

pickup
Loose and bagged leaves 

collected by the town are 
composted into leaf mulch. 
Th is mulch can be used as a 
soil additive for composting 
and is available to Blacksburg 
residents for pickup. Th is is an 
important service as compos-
ted leaf mulch keeps leaves out 
of the landfi ll. Leaves can take 
up valuable landfi ll space and 
produce harmful greenhouse 
gasses.

Th is year, the compost can 
be picked up on April 2 from 
8 a.m. until noon. To arrange 
for pickup, residents must reg-
ister and follow these guide-
lines: Leaf compost service is 
for Blacksburg residents only. 
Register for a 15-minute time 
slot. Do not arrive more than 
10 minutes early. Remain 
parked in the upper lot until 
town staff  provide directions 
to the compost zone. Th ere the 
staff  will load up the vehicle. 
Th e limit is two cubic yards per 
vehicle. Do not block access to 
the road leading to the com-
post zone. Once the vehicle is 
loaded, please exit promptly.

Creative writing
At the Meadowbrook Public 

Library; 10:30 a.m. In person 
or on Go-To-Meeting for sup-
port, feedback, and writing 
tips.  Email cminnick@mfrl.
org or call 540-268-1964 for 
more information.  A Go-To-
Meeting account is not neces-
sary to join.

 
All ages storytime
At the Blacksburg Library; 

11 a.m. Families can share sto-
ries, rhymes, music and move-
ment, and a craft as they de-

velop early literacy skills and 
encourage a love of reading.

 
PAWS to read with Derek
At the Blacksburg Library; 

noon. Sign up for a 10-minute 
time slot to read with a therapy 
dog. Call the library at 540-
552-8246.

 
Caturday
At the Meadowbrook Public 

Library; noon. Sign up at the 
Meadowbrook Public Library 
for a 15-minute slot to read 
to a cat from the Montgom-
ery County Animal Care and 
Adoption Center to practice 
reading and socialize shelter 
cats.  For all ages. Due to lim-
ited availability of the guest 
cat(s), participants are urged 
to call ahead at (540) 268-
1964 before coming to verify 
that Caturday has not been 
canceled.

 
We Are Stardust: A story-

time celebration of the planet
At the Meadowbrook Public 

Library; 1 p.m. Rachael Nunn 
and Trisha Rushing will use 
the book “You Are Stardust” 
by Elin Kelsey about fi nding 
hope and joy in the face of the 
Earth’s ever-changing natural 
world. Th is event will com-
bine reading from “You Are 
Stardust” and Soyeon Kim’s 
picture books with art observa-
tion techniques, performance, 
visual art making, and discus-
sion to celebrate the parts of 
nature that amaze and surprise.

 
Teen DND
At the Blacksburg Library; 2 

p.m. DND for Teens.
 
Lettuce bowl gardening        
At the Christiansburg Li-

brary; 11 a.m. to noon. Lim-
ited space doesn’t have to 
stop would-be gardeners from 
growing food. Th e library’s 
master gardener will show how 
anyone can start a salad bowl 
garden in a container. Partici-
pants should bring their own 
container with a drainage hole 
at least 6 inches deep and 10 
to 12 inches long. Supplies 
are limited. Th is event will oc-
cur outside unless inclement 
weather interferes. Registra-
tion is required.

Sunday, April 3:
Chess Club
At the Blacksburg Library; 

3 p.m. Ages 8 and up are wel-
come to come sharpen their 
chess skills. Supplies will be 

provided. All skill levels are 
welcome.

Tuesday, April 5:
50 Years in the Making: 

Celebrating old time, blues 
and bluegrass music

Ticket sales for this concert, 
presented by the Edward Via 
College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine (VCOM), will benefi t 
the Montgomery Museum of 
Art and History. At the Moss 
Arts Center at Virginia Tech 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20 in 
advance and $25 at the door. 
Children 12 and under are $5. 
Seating is limited and tickets 
are now available online at 
https://montgomerymuseum.
org/events/50-years-in-the-
making/.

Tickets can also be pur-
chased in person at the Moss 
Arts Center box offi  ce during 
certain open hours. For more 
information, call the box of-
fi ce at 540-231-5300. A mask, 
photo ID, and proof of CO-
VID19 vaccination or a nega-
tive test within 72 hours of the 
event are required for admit-
tance.

Montgomery County 
Chamber minority business 
accelerator meeting

Th e Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce invites 
minority business owners to at-
tend the 2022 visioning meet-
ing for the Minority Business 
Accelerator to support these 
local businesses. At 10 a.m. 
at the chamber offi  ce located 
at 210 Laurel St., Christians-
burg, VA 24073 or via Zoom. 
Register now at https://bit.ly/
mba2022mcc. Chamber mem-
bership is not required to par-
ticipate. Th is meeting is free.

Thursday, April 7:
American Legion Meeting
American Legion Harvey-

Howe-Carper Post 30 will 
meet at 7 p.m. at the VFW 
Post Home on 102 Watts St. 
in Radford. For further infor-
mation, call 540-250-2283 or 
540-239-9864.

Tuesday, April 12:
Sons of Confederate Veter-

ans meeting
Th e Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, Stuart Horse Artil-
lery Camp 1784 will meet at 
Aly’s Family Italian Restau-

rant, 3204 Riner Road. Mem-
bers of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy (UDC) are 
invited to attend. For further 
information, call 540-320-
4315 or 540-239-9864.

Thursday, April 14:
River City Quilt Guild
Th e River City Quilt Guild 

meets the second Th ursday 
of each month at 9:30 a.m. 
at Grove United Methodist 
Church, 1020 Tyler Avenue, 
Radford. All skill levels of 
quilters are welcome. For more 
information, call Anna Handy, 
540 320 7791.  

Radford Army Ammuni-
tions Plant community meet-
ing

At the Christiansburg Public 
Library at 6 p.m. Th is commu-
nity meeting will discuss mod-
ernization and environmental 
projects and compliance and 
corrective actions at the Rad-
ford Army Ammunition Plant. 
Staff  members from the U.S. 
Army and BAE Systems will 
be on hand to engage with the 
public. Questions ahead of 
the meeting may be emailed 
to usarmy.radford.peo-eis.list.
rfaap-public-aff airs@mail.mil.

Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce’s leg-
islative wrap-up

Th e Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce’s leg-
islative wrap-up will explore 
what occurred during the 
most recent legislative session 
in Richmond. Attendees will 
have opportunities to hear 
from their legislators and ask 
business-related questions 
during the Q&A portion of 
the program. At 7:30 a.m. at 
Warm Hearth Village, 2387 
Warm Hearth Dr, Blacksburg, 
VA 24060. Reservations to at-
tend are due April 12 at noon: 
https://bit.ly/april22legisla-
tive. $25 Chamber Members / 
$35 Non-members

Saturday, April 16:
Radford Easter Egg Hunt
At Bisset Park; 11 a.m. to 2 

p.m. Th e schedule by age groups 
is as follows: noon: ages 3-5; 
12:25 p.m.: ages 6-8; 12:30 
p.m.: ages 9-12; 12:45 p.m.: ages 
3 and under. Bounce houses, fi re 
trucks, police cars, food trucks, 
and photos with the Easter Bun-
ny will be a part of the fun. Chil-
dren should bring baskets.

Guitar Society and will 
also teach a masterclass 
on arranging for the gui-
tar at 4 p.m.  

Saturday evening will 
also offer an alumni 
showcase featuring two 
recent graduates who 
have extended their 

education and become 
teachers as well. Kareem 
McCullough and Max 
Hiner will perform clas-
sical and jazz pieces and 
a few compositions of 
their own.  

All events are free and 
open to the public. No 

tickets or registration 
are required. More in-
formation is available by 
searching for the Inter-
national Guitar Festival 
at www.radforduniver-
sity.edu. 

– RADFORD UNIVERSITY

singers socially distanc-
ing and wearing masks, 
some designed especially 
for singers.

Two Virginia Tech 
choirs and four featured 
soloists will join in the 
singing on Sunday under 
Bigler’s direction.

Danielle Talamentes, 
a Virginia Tech alumna, 
will sing the soprano 
solo. She is currently 
with the Metropolitan 
Opera. Jami Rhodes will 
sing mezzo soprano, Isaac 
Hurtado will sing tenor, 
and Christopher Holmes 
will sing baritone.

Recently, the Virginia 
Tech Philharmonic Or-
chestra has been rehears-

ing to accompany the 
combined choirs for this 
weekend’s performance.

Bigler thanked Dr. 
Annie Pearce, another 
alto in the chorale and 
VT faculty member. 
Pearce headed up four 
outreach events that are 
occurring separately but 
in conjunction with the 
world premiere.

Two outreach events 
are still ahead. On Mon-
day, April 4, at 4 p.m. a 
reading from the book  
“Lost Mountain” will 
take place. The book 
documents humanity’s 
negative impact on na-
ture.

On April 16, an on-

line Webinar designed as 
a planning workshop on 
personal sustainability 
will be presented.

The world premiere 
of Bigler’s composition 
“will be much more than 
a concert,” promised the 
composer. The multime-
dia performance will be 
recorded and will even-
tually be available on CD 
and on major streaming 
platforms.

“In a way the concert 
is not the culmination, 
but the beginning,” said 
Bigler of his work’s pre-
miere. “We have to get 
the piece out there so it 
can fulfill its mission” as 
inspiration for action.

Mosaic for Earth from page 1

Festival from page 1

Choir members in the accompa-
nying photograph are (left to right): 
Back Row: Choir Director Darren 
Goad Choir Director, Greg Vinson, 
Erin Wilson, Abigail Boyd, Ellie 
Lovik, Dawson Martin, Atticus Hen-
derson, Amareia Vaughn, McKenzie 
Leighton, Lydia Pratt, Ellie Edwards, 
Diana Bruintjes, and Collaborative 
Pianist Denise Garrett; Middle Row 
(left to right) : Bryant Weaver, Charlie 
Davis, Sophia Mishoe, Zaelah Carter, 

McKenzie Alley, Makayla Huff, James 
Woodward, Emma Parks, Josh Hicks, 
Sydney Lawrence, Addie Vice, Jordan 
Robertson, Uela Lovik, Princeton Ste-
vens, Cris Clow, Kaitlynn Chrisley, 
and Abigale McClure; Front Row: 
(left to right) Hannah Thompson, 
Whitney McGregor, Alexandra Ber-
nethy, Taylor Dickerson, Drake Fac-
undo, Izzy Lytton, and Mia Speed.

-Heather Bell

Ratings from page 1
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Caramel has lived at the Animal Care and Adoption Center for a very short time and 
is ready to hop into her new home. She is sweet and doesn’t mind receiving pets 
and pats from short-eared humans.

PETS OF THE WEEK

Jethrine is an energetic hound who loves to play with stuffed toys. She also enjoys 
meeting new people and gets along with fellow canines. She would benefit from a 
future home with a yard to run in or a family who can provide leash training for walks 
around the area.

Virginia Tech Board of 
Visitors to meet April 3, 4

Th e Virginia Tech Board of Visitors 
will hold its quarterly board meeting on 
Monday, April 4, at 1:15 p.m. in Room 
2100 in Torgersen Hall, 620 Drillfi eld 
Drive, on the Blacksburg campus.

All other committee meetings held 
during the two-day session will be held 
at the Inn at Virginia Tech and Skelton 
Conference Center, 901 Prices Fork 
Road, in Blacksburg unless otherwise 
noted.

On Sunday, April 3, the board’s se-
lection committee will meet in closed 
session from 9 a.m. to noon in the Soli-
tude Room to interview candidates for 
the 2022-23 undergraduate and gradu-
ate student representatives. At noon, all 
board members will meet in open ses-
sion and attend an information session 
in Latham Ballroom.

During the board’s two-day session, 
the following committee meetings will 
be held:

On April 4, the Academic, Research, 
and Student Aff airs Committee will 
meet in open session beginning at 10 
a.m. in Latham Ballroom A/B. On 
April 3, the committee will meet jointly 
with the Finance and Resource Man-
agement Committee in closed session at 
4:30 p.m. in the Latham Ballroom A/B.

Also on April 4, the Buildings and 
Grounds Committee will assemble in 
the lobby of Th e Inn at 7:50 a.m. for 
a tour of Holden Hall and the Data 
and Decision Science building. Follow-
ing the tour, the committee will meet 
in open session at 10 a.m. in Solitude 
Room.

On April 4, the Compliance, Audit, 
and Risk Committee will meet in closed 
session at 7 a.m., followed by an open 
session at 7:30 a.m. Both meetings will 
be held in the Old Guard Salon.

Th e Finance and Resource Manage-
ment Committee will meet April 3 in 
open session beginning at 3 p.m. in 
Latham Ballroom A/B. On April 4, the 
committee will meet jointly with the 
Buildings and Grounds Committee in 
closed and open session at approximate-
ly 11:30 a.m. in the Solitude Room.

During the two-day meeting, board 
members will consider resolutions on 
2022-23 tuition and fee rates, 2022-23 
compensation for graduate assistants, 
and will begin planning for a new Pam-
plin College of Business building.

Public comments will not be received 
at the meeting. More information may 
be found at the Virginia Tech Board of 
Visitors website.

Children make bird houses at Christiansburg Library

From left, Angel, Victoria,  and Amy Haro all found different ways of making bird houses during a 
library activity Thursday afternoon at the Christiansburg branch of the Montgomery-Floyd Regional 
Library system.

Madeline Hodge, age 5, of Christiansburg, adds color to her bird 
house made of found materials.  Hodge and a dozen other children 
participated Thursday afternoon in a Christiansburg Library 
activity spearheaded by Shaylee Hodges, a children’s program 
specialist with the Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library system.

YMCA at Virginia Tech to hold 50/50 raffl  e
Th e YMCA at Virginia 

Tech is holding a 50/50 
raffl  e limited to 2,000 tick-
ets on sale through May 
17, 2020.

Th e raffl  e has a potential 
jackpot of $50,000. Half of 
the proceeds after expenses 
go to support the Y’s com-
munity outreach programs 
while the other half goes to 
the lucky raffl  e winner.

Th at means those who 
buy raffl  e tickets have a 1 
in 2,000 chance of win-
ning up to $22,000. Th e 
purchase of two tickets 
improves the odds to 1 in 
1,000.

Tickets cost $25 each 
and will be sold until 4:00 
p.m. on May 17, 2022. 
Tickets can be purchased 
only at: https://vtymca.
org/50-50-raffl  e/.

Send community news and photos 
to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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Th ere’s something so satisfying 
about getting out of bed when the 
world is still dark and quiet and 
resting. Making the coff ee gives us 
time to scratch and think. Well, 
scratch, anyway. Most of that 
thinking will start after about the 
third cup of coff ee.

But it’s a quiet time. A private 

time. When the world is dark, and 
there isn’t yet a hint of pink over 
the eastern mountains, it’s very 
good. We can relax. No one is 
expecting anything from us right 
now. Our guilt can take some 
time off , and we can listen to 
music or work a crossword puzzle 
or turn on the TV and watch the 

weather guy discuss millibars and 
troughs.

Soon enough, we’ll have to be 
out there living for others: our 
bosses, our customers, our ani-
mals, our fi elds. But right now no 
one needs us except the dog, and 
she does well on kibbles and an 
ear rumple.

We can look out the window at 
the eastern glow and wonder what 
will happen in the hours until our 
world turns dark again. People 
will be born and people will die.

People will win honors and 
people will go to jail. People will 
create things today that live past 
them and people will disappear 
forever. Some people will write 
about these things and other peo-
ple will read about these things.

And then the world will go 
dark on us again and we’ll think 
about what happened in our 
tiny portion of this huge mov-
ing amalgam and hopefully we’ll 
sleep easily tonight. Th en, when 
we arise tomorrow and head for 

the coff ee pot, we can think about 
what happened today, and how it 
has made us slightly diff erent for 
taking on the next tomorrow.

Come to us, Daylight. Bring 
us the new day. But do it gently, 
please, and slowly enough for one 
more cup.

By Slim Randles

Pick up “Home Country: Dra-
ma, dreams and laughter from the 
American heartland” www.lpd-
press.com.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Hillsides
 6. A way to ingest
 9. Large number
13. Southeastern Minnesota 
city
14. Cronies
15. Having suffi cient skill, 
knowledge
16. Supplements with dif-
fi culty
17. Former VP nominee Palin
18. Cambodian monetary unit
19. Where coaches work
21. Secret political clique
22. A type of lute
23. Tan
24. Empire State
25. Where golfers begin
28. For each
29. Muslim inhabitants of the 
Philippines
31. Bird genus
33. Popular Dave Matthews 
Band song

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

36. Domesticates
38. “Boardwalk Empire” 
actress Gretchen
39. Asian antelope
41. One who takes apart
44. Kin
45. Dresses
46. Says something about you 
(abbr.)
48. Doctor of Education
49. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
51. Overcharge
52. Sailboats
54. Indian musical patterns
56. Predisposition to a condi-
tion
60. Share a common boundary 
with
61. Wide
62. Skin disease
63. Monetary unit of Samoa
64. Source of the Blue Nile
65. Instrument
66. Red deer
67. Unidentifi ed fl ying object

68. Bar or preclude
CLUES DOWN
 1. Flying insects
 2. Strong alcoholic spirit
 3. Old
 4. Moves in slowly
 5. Symbol for tin
 6. Having certain append-
ages
 7. Expression of sorrow 
or pity
 8. Type of hormone (abbr.)
 9. One with an unjustifi ed 
mistrust
10. Hebrew calendar month
11. Pure
12. LSU football coach
14. Unbroken views
17. Fathers
20. Part of a race
21. Hairstyle
23. Fifth note of a major scale
25. Body art
26. Amounts of time
27. Designed chairs

29. Sensational dramatic 
piece
30. Arrangement of steps
32. Classifi es
34. Young child
35. Oh, no!
37. Astronomical period of 
about 18 years
40. Not or
42. Poke fun at
43. Consisting of roots
47. “__ Humbug!”
49. A way to remove
50. A confusion of voices 
and other sounds
52. Keyed instrument
53. Varnishes
55. Unpleasantly sticky 
substance
56. Unable to hear
57. A short erect tail
58. Indicates interest
59. Flow or leak through
61. British thermal unit
65. Iron

OPINION

Home Country

Up the Creek
Acts 1: 8 “You will receive 

power and the Holy Ghost 
will come upon you and 
you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and all Judea and 
in Samaria and unto the ut-
termost parts of the earth.”

We were in Malindi, Ke-
nya working with a team of 
twenty people, mostly from 
Texas. Our church assign-
ment was Kua Munu about 
ten miles inland.

Th e church building 
was concrete block which 
was unusual in itself. Most 
churches were sticks and 
mud with a grass or palm 
frond roof. Some of our 

most productive and spiri-
tual church services were 
held under a canopy of aca-
cia trees.

As typical, in any church, 
a collection plate was 
passed. As normal in Africa, 
items other than money 
were placed in the plate. It 
is not unusual to see ears of 
maize (corn) or a coconut 
in the off ering in an African 
church. A few Kenyan shil-
lings, but very few, were also 
collected.

Th e men sat on one side 
of the church and the wom-
en on the other side. Chil-
dren made no noise, what-

Th is should make Americans ask 
the fundamental question:  What is 
the diff erence between what a pub-
lic non-profi t utility company pro-
vides and what a private for-profi t 
oil company provides? After all, they 
both sell energy to all United States 
citizens. Th e diff erence is that natu-
ral gas and electricity are sold in the 
form of a public good whereas oil is 
sold in the form of a private good.

Accordingly, on the grounds of 

promoting national security, the 
United States Congress should con-
vert all oil companies to utility com-
panies. Th is would eliminate the 
windfall profi ts and force the oil in-
dustry to earn just enough income to 
cover operating expenses just as natu-
ral gas and electric utility companies 
are required to do. Th e resulting drop 
in gasoline prices would further stim-
ulate the economy and lighten the 
energy stranglehold upon the United 
States by the Middle East. It would 
also eliminate the infl uence of the oil 
lobby.

In this case, desperate times call 
for deliberate measures.  But as pa-
thetic as the energy policy is in the 
United States the eff ort to develop 
alternative sources of energy won’t re-
ally be accelerated until the oil dries 
up and the Saudiss place solar cells all 
across their desert and then sell us the 
electricity.

Joe Bialek
4233 River Ridge Drive
Cleveland, OH 44109
216-744-8352

Gas Prices

soever, and did not dare 
leave the service. If a baby 
began crying, the mother 
and child left immediately.

One morning when we 
arrived at the church, an 
old car was there we had 
not previously seen. All the 
other days we had walked 
to surrounding villages. Th e 
pastor told us we were go-
ing to a remote area where 
no white people had ever 
been seen by many of the 
villagers so be prepared to 
be stared at. By then we 
were used to that experi-
ence.

Margie and I rode in the 
backseat of the car. I’m not 
sure the make of the vehicle 
but it appeared similar to 
a 1950 American made 
automobile. Th e fl oor was 
rusted out and we could see 
the reddish dirt road pass-
ing under us.

As we traveled deeper 
into the interior, the jungle 
became thicker and we saw 
few signs of human habita-
tion. A canopy of vegeta-
tion over the road blocked 
out the sunlight to make it 
seem as night.

Finally, we came to the 
end of the road. We were 
still some distance from 
the village and the closest 
thing to a road was a dry 
creek bed. Th at creek was a 
tributary to the Athi-Gala-
na-Sabaki River that fl ows 
into the Indian Ocean near 
Malindi.

Th e driver started up 
the creek bed. Margie and 

I looked at each other and 
her eyes said, “Why do I 
let you get me into such 
places?” She didn’t fool me 
though; she wouldn’t have 
taken a ranch in Texas for 
that experience!

We fi nally reached the 
village and spent several 
hours explaining Bible con-
cepts to the villagers. Mar-
gie often reminds me of 
how sleepy one can become 
in the African sun with a 
slight breeze blowing, and 
the drone of a Kenyan army 
plane going overhead and 
following a fi ve mile hike.

Th e Kua Munu pastor 
served as our interpreter. 
Tribal dialects vary from 
village to village but he 
managed to explain very 
adequately. I could say 
a sentence of fi ve or ten 
words and it seemed like 
he would spend twenty 
minutes explaining what 
I’d said. Possibly, he added 
a little of his own fl air to it, 
maybe? We’ve found, in so 
many cases, when people 
hear the gospel for the fi rst 
time, they are eager to em-
brace it.

When we started back to 
Malindi, the driver chose a 
diff erent creek bed; this one 
had water. Several times we 
drove through water deep 
enough it came through the 
holes in the car fl oor.

Margie rode with her 
feet up in the seat. I imag-
ine she was wondering what 
besides water might come 
into the car with us.  We 

had come quite a way and 
one water hole was deeper 
than our driver assumed. 
You guessed it; the car 
drowned out. So, here we 
were, in the jungle of East 
Africa, up a creek without 
a paddle. Margie just loves 
our little adventures.

I climbed out through a 
window and waded to the 
creek bank. We found a log 
and slid it around for Mar-
gie to have a bridge out. She 
came out the window with 
her skirt pulled up and with 
her new walking shoes tied 
around her neck and made 
it to dry land. Th e log rolled 
but she maintained her bal-
ance and managed not to 
fall.

And, off  we went for an-
other hike. Margie walked 
for a while in her sock feet 
before pulling the socks off  
to put on her shoes. We 
were only a couple of miles 
from a road going into Ma-
lindi.  We walked a path 
along the creek to the road. 
Th ere was a bus stop not far 
from where we came out.

Th e bus fi nally came. It 
looked like a 1940’s model. 
Th e fl oor was rusted out in 
places but we were getting 
used to that. Th e bus was 
full of passengers; all were 
African Muslims.

One man gave his seat 
to the “white lady.” Th ey 
stared at us a few seconds 
and went back to their read-
ing and talking. Th ey were 
very courteous and not at 
all intimidating. One that 

spoke English asked where 
we were from and then 
conveyed the information 
to the others in Swahili. 

Th e man that gave Mar-
gie his seat had admired her 
hat. When he left the bus, 
she gave him the hat for 
his wife to say “thank you” 
for his kindness. Our inter-
preter left the bus outside 
Malindi and the driver had 
stayed with the car and was 
recruiting local villagers to 
help pull it out of the creek.

As the other passengers 
exited at their stops, they 
smiled at us and wished 
us well. We fi nally arrived 
back in Malindi. When we 
arrived there, we recognized 
the street. We fi nally started 
to feel we were in familiar 
surroundings. Th e fi nal bus 
stop was still about a mile 
from our hotel. And,yes, we 
were tired!

By the time we arrived 
at the hotel, we defi nitely 
felt like we had been to the 
uttermost. Now we know 
where Jesus was talking 
about when He said in Acts 
1: 8, “Th e uttermost parts 
of the earth.”

By Van Yandell

Van Yandell is a retired 
industrial arts teacher, an 
ordained gospel evangelist, 
and a former Christian mis-
sionary. He writes articles as 
a ministry in his older years 
with the hope of reaching 
someone with Biblical teach-
ings.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Teel, Gene Atkins
Gene Atkins Teel, lovingly 

known to all as “Bull,” depart-
ed this earth for his heavenly 
home on Friday, March 25, 
2022. Bull passed peacefully, 
his family by his side, follow-
ing a lengthy illness.

Bull was born on Nov. 23, 
1951, the second son born to 
J. Willard and Mary Mangus 
Teel. Along with his older 
brother, Lee, the Teel fam-
ily operated a dairy and beef 
farm in the Riner area. Until 
his illness, the two brothers, 
along with his nephew, Randy, continued to 
run the farm his late parents had established.

Bull was a kind and generous soul, and 
many aff ectionately referred to him as a pil-
lar and staple of the Riner Community. Th e 
unoffi  cial mayor of Riner, Bull supported his 
hometown in many ways. A 1970 graduate of 
Auburn High School where he played basket-
ball and was actively involved with the FFA, 
Bull was a long-time supporter of his alma 
mater. He was a member of the Auburn High 
School football program’s “Chain Gang,” car-
rying the chain at home football games for 
many years.

When Auburn had a home basketball 
game, Bull sat at the scorer’s table where he 
kept the clock for 50 years. He used to at-
tend agriculture classes at Auburn as a guest 
lecturer. To acknowledge and recognize their 
contributions, AHS renamed the gymnasium 
after Bull and Lee.

Recognizing the need to further serve the 
Riner Community, Bull and Lee made land 
along Route 8 available to the county for the 
purpose of building a new fi re department 
and recreational facilities.

Bull was also an avid supporter of Virginia 
Tech Athletics, and he attended football and 

basketball games for decades. 
He was a member of the UT 
Prosim Society at Virginia 
Tech and was an active mem-
ber of the Radford Church 
of Christ. He said the most 
important day of his life was 
April 2, 1964, the day he 
was baptized into Christ. He 
loved his church family, and 
leaves behind many special 
friends. He served on numer-
ous civic and service boards 
throughout his lifetime.

Serving his community 
was important to him, and he wanted to con-
tinue to help his community after his death. 
His desire was to establish a scholarship sup-
porting AHS students. Th is scholarship will 
be called Th e Teel Family Scholarship. In lieu 
of fl owers, monetary donations can be sent to 
the Bull Teel Educational Trust Fund, C/O 
Lee Teel, 2150 Meadow Creek Road, Chris-
tiansburg, VA 24073.

Surviving are his wife, Sue Teel; a brother 
and sister-in-law, Lee and Roberta Teel; nieces 
and nephews Leigh Ann Teel, Kim (Joe) Wil-
son, and Randy Teel; a great-niece and neph-
ew, Debra (Cody) Hopper and Tyler Wilson; 
an uncle, Don (Cathy) Teel; an aunt, Peggy 
(Roger) Sheppard; numerous cousins; and 
many friends and neighbors.

Th e family would like to thank all Bull’s 
caregivers.

Th e family will receive friends from 11 
a.m. until 3 p.m. on Saturday, April 2, 2022, 
at Auburn High School in the Teel Gymna-
sium. A celebration of Bull’s life will begin at 3 
p.m. with Mr. John Croft offi  ciating.

Per Bull’s request, no fl owers will be ac-
cepted.

Th e Teel family is in the care of Mullins Fu-
neral Home & Crematory in Radford.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY, VIRGINIA 
FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023 TAX LEVIES AND BUDGET 

 
Pursuant to Section 58.1-3007 of the Code of Virginia, notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing be scheduled for 6:00 P.M. April 7, 2022 on the 
proposed intention to address the below listed local tax levies for Fiscal Year 
2022-2023 upon which matter citizens will have the opportunity to be heard.  
Said hearing will be held at the Montgomery County Government Center 
Board Room, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg, Virginia.   
 
FURTHER, notice is given of the Board�s intention to propose no increases 
in the following tax levies for Fiscal Year 2022-2023: 
 
Real Property tax levy remains at $.89 per $100 of assessed value. 
 
Personal Property tax levy remains at $2.55 per $100 of assessed value. 
 
Machinery & Tools tax levy remains at $1.82 per $100 of assessed value. 
 
Merchant’s Capital tax levy remains at $3.05 per $100 of assessed value. 
 
Mobile Homes tax levy remains at $.89 per $100 of assessed value. 
 
Notice is also given that the Board of Supervisors of Montgomery County 
scheduled a public hearing for 6:15 P.M. or as soon thereafter, April 7, 2022 
on the Advertised Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget in the amount of 
$220,385,913.  Said hearing will be held at the Montgomery County 
Government Center Board Room, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg, 
Virginia.   
 
BY THE ORDER OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
F. CRAIG MEADOWS 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
 

L o o k i n g  t o  b u i l d ,  b u y,  r e m o d e l ,  o r  n e e d  h e l p  w i t h  y o u r  c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t  l i s t ? 
Yo u  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t o  m i s s  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e  a n d  h o m e  s e r v i c e 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  o n e  g r e a t  l o c a t i o n !

NRV Home EXPO Use Code RJ22 To Get

$ 2.00
off

Early Bird Ticket 
Price of $5.00

T i c k e t  v a l i d  e n t i r e  w e e k e n d
1 8  a n d  u n d e r  F r e e

C h r i s t i a n s b u r g  R e c  C e n t e r
1 6 0 0  N .  F r a n k l i n  S t .

S a t u r d a y  A p r i l  9
9 A M  -  5 P M

S u n d a y  A p r i l  1 0
1 2 P M  -  5 P M

S I L E N T  AU C T I O N

E D U C AT I O NA L  S E S S I O N S

L E G O  H O M E  B U I L D I N G  C O N T E S T

T R A D E S  E D U C AT I O N  A N D 
LO C A L  J O B  O P P O RT U N I T I E S

M o r e  D e t a i l s  a n d  T i c k e t s  a t :

wwww.nrvhomeexpo.com

Correll, Dorothy Gearldine
Dorothy Gearldine Cor-

rell, 77, of Pilot passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
family on Friday, March 25, 
2022.

Gearldine was born on 
Oct. 19, 1944 to the late 
Percy and Jessie Allen Jones. 

In addition to her par-
ents, Gearldine was pre-
ceded in death by husband, 
Grady Hoyle Cromer and 
her husband, Arnold Lee 
Correll; and her brothers, 
Dennis Jones and David Jones.

She is survived by her son and daughter-
in-law, Grady and Jessica Aaron Cromer; a 
grandson, Grady Bennett Cromer; sisters 
and brothers-in-law Mae Henderson, Janie 
and Sam Martin, and Darlene and Wayne 
Ratcliff ; brothers Codell Jones, Bill Jones, 
and Tommy Jones; a sister-in-law, Jeannie 
Jones; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

Gearldine loved chil-
dren and animals, both of 
which she worried were 
never warm enough or fed 
enough. Although she re-
ferred to everyone as “hon-
ey” or “sweetheart,” the true 
lights of her life were her 
son and grandson.

Th e family would like to 
thank Carilion Hospice and 
special caregiver and friend 
Cynthia “Bobbi” Conner 
for their wonderful care of 

Gearldine.
A funeral service will be held today, 

March 30, 2022, at 11 a.m. in the Mc-
Coy Funeral Home Chapel with Simon 
Jones offi  ciating. Interment will follow at 
Westview Cemetery. Th e family received 
friends on Tuesday evening at McCoy Fu-
neral Home 150 Country Club Drive SW, 
Blacksburg.

Hawkins, George Winfred 
George Winfred 

Hawkins, 95, of Blacksburg 
died Wednesday, March 23 
after a brief illness. He was 
born in Stokes Co., N.C. 
on Feb. 17, 1927 to the late 
Sam Frank Hawkins and An-
nie Lane Highfi l Hawkins. 
He grew up in Rockingham, 
N.C.

At the age of 18, he en-
listed in the U.S. Navy and 
was part of the commission-
ing crew on the USS Dogfi sh 
from 1945-47. He earned his BS degree in 
Agronomy from North Carolina State Uni-
versity in 1952. He completed his Master’s 
degree in Soil Science at North Carolina 
State University in 1956. He received his 
PhD from Iowa State University in 1963. 
After 27 years of service as Professor of 
Agronomy and Extension Agronomist, Soil 
Fertility at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University, he retired in 1989 as Pro-
fessor Emeritus. Later he worked part time 
as President of Specialist Farm Management 
Service of Blacksburg and as a private con-
sultant for Southern States. His love of shar-
ing knowledge and stories with the county 
agents and the farming community of Vir-
ginia was known throughout the state.

He was a member for 60 years at Blacks-
burg Baptist Church and gave of his time 
and talents such as teaching Sunday school, 
coordinating Senior Adult programs, and 
serving as a Deacon. He was always ready to 
help in any capacity where he was needed, 
from the church kitchen serving Saturday 
breakfasts to serving on numerous commit-
tees. He will be remembered for his steadfast 
belief in his Lord and Savior and wanting to 
share that love with others.

He was active in his community through 

many years of service with 
NARFE ( National Active 
and Retired Federal Em-
ployees Assoc.); his beloved 
ROMEOS (Retired Old 
Men Eating Out) and many 
other outreach groups. He 
was honored to receive the 
Gunnar Teilman Award Lay 
Person of the Year from the 
Montgomery Co. Blacks-
burg Kiwanis Club in 1997.

George was preceded in 
death by his loving and de-

voted wife of 63 years, Clara A. Hawkins. 
He is survived by his daughter, Anne Faris 
of Blacksburg; sons and daughters-in-law, 
Gregg W. and Crystal Hawkins of Apex, 
N.C. and Michael D. and Cecilia Hawkins 
of Broadway, Va.; grandchildren, Jonathan 
(Stephanie) Faris, Jeremy (Janell) Faris, Kate 
(Fernando) Ramirez, Allison (Wes) May, 
Grayson Hawkins, Camden Hawkins, and 
Gerek Hawkins; great grandchildren, Sa-
mantha Faris, Madeline, George, and Hazel 
Faris, Santiago and Lucas Ramirez, Alexis 
and Olivia Fitzwater and Eva May. He is sur-
vived by brothers, Francis (Linda) Hawkins 
and Bryon Hawkins; sister, Jen Stutts; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

Funeral service will be conducted Satur-
day, April 2, 2022 at 3 p.m. in the Blacksburg 
Baptist Church with Dr. Tommy McDearis, 
the Rev. Todd Millsaps and Dr. Don McK-
inney offi  ciating. Interment will follow in 
the Westview Cemetery. Family will receive 
friends from 6-8 p.m. Friday evening at Mc-
Coy Funeral Home, 150 Country Club Dr. 
SW, Blacksburg. Donations may be made to 
Blacksburg Baptist Church Land of Prom-
ise Fund, 550 N. Main St., Blacksburg, Va. 
24060. Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Leonard, Margaret Newcomb 
Margaret Newcomb 

Leonard, 85, passed from 
this life on March 28, 2022, 
after a long battle with de-
mentia. She spent much of 
her life in the New River Val-
ley and was proud to be de-
scended from many families 
who had an impact on local 
history. Margaret attended 
Bluefi eld College and com-
pleted her bachelor’s degree 
at the Women’s Division of 
Virginia Polytechnic Insti-
tute. Soon after, she met an engineering stu-
dent who became the love of her life, and 
they enjoyed 62 years of marriage. 

Margaret was a mother, educator, busi-
nesswoman, volunteer, and friend to many. 
She taught history and English in Pulaski 
County and maintained contact with stu-
dents throughout her life. She helped es-
tablish the learning center at Purdue Uni-
versity. She was actively involved in faculty 
wives’ clubs at Penn State, Purdue Univer-
sity, and Virginia Tech. She volunteered at 
area hospitals and served as an offi  cer in the 
Virginia Auxiliary of Hospital Volunteers. 
She was proud to have been appointed to 
the Bluefi eld College Board of Trustees and 
was honored to be inducted into the Gallery 
of Distinguished Graduates of that school.

Margaret was a cunning card player and 
a lifelong fan of many sports. She was wel-
coming, gracious, and generous to everyone 

she encountered. She en-
joyed meeting new people 
and embodied Southern 
hospitality so well, she 
could make everyone feel 
at ease and could learn the 
entire life stories of strang-
ers within minutes of meet-
ing them. She thought of 
friends of her children and 
grandchildren as family and 
she always welcomed every-
one with open arms. She 
always had extra food on 

hand for unexpected guests (especially her 
homemade brownies). 

Margaret leaves behind her husband, 
Robert Leonard; sons Robert Leonard Jr. 
and John Leonard; children-in-law Lori 
Davis Leonard and Bobby Bell; grand-
daughters Danielle Akers and Stephanie 
Weber; grandsons-in-law Andrew Akers 
and Charles Weber; and three beloved and 
loveable great-grandchildren Connor, Sut-
ton, and Landon.   

Don’t be sad but remember the good 
times. Be glad that her pain is gone, and she 
is reunited with her beloved parents and has 
begun her new life in the ever after where 
she will welcome us one day. Her family will 
honor her with a private graveside service.

Th e Leonard family is in the care of Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory in Rad-
ford, Virginia. www.mullinsfuneralhome.
com.

Montgomery, Susie Fisher 
Susie Fisher Montgom-

ery, 73, of Lake Wylie, 
S.C., formerly of Radford, 
passed away Wednesday, 
March 23, 2022.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Matthew and Willie Mae 
Fisher.

Survivors include her 
husband of 53 years, Rog-
er Montgomery; children 
Darrell, Rhonda, Mark, 
and Beth Montgomery; 
seven grandchildren; two great-grand-
children; a special niece, Crystal Clu-

ver; sisters Patty (Dennis) 
Carden, Martha Hall, 
and Betty Bolen; a broth-
er, Jesse Allen; a special 
friend, Sandra Bailey; 
and many other relatives 
and friends.

Graveside services will 
be held today, March 30, 
at 11 a.m. at the Hick-
man Cemetery in Pulaski 
County.

Th e Montgomery fam-
ily is in the care of Mul-

lins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford.

Rice, Billy Lewis
Billy Lewis Rice, 89, of 

Pilot, passed away on March 
25, 2022.

He is survived by his 
wife of 58 years, Sharon 
Kay Rice; three daughters, 
Renee Buckner and hus-
band, Dale, Regina Rice, 
and Denise Rice; six grand-
sons, Brett Buckner (Jesse), 
Brock Buckner (Devon), 
Blake Buckner (Brooke), 
Tayler Grice (Haley), Jacob 
Grice, and Dustin Sparks; 
one granddaughter, Misty Sparks; and two 
great-grandchildren, Alania and Brooks 
Grice.

He was a Master Sergeant in the United 
States Air Force, serving his country for 
21 years. He is a graduate of the Non-

Commissioned Offi  cer’s Air 
Force Academy. He served 
with Air Force One under 
the Presidency of Johnson, 
Nixon, Ford, and Carter 
from 1968-1979 and served 
during the Korean War and 
the Vietnam War.

Dad, we all love you and 
you will be greatly missed. 
Psalms 23.

Funeral services were 
held on Tuesday, March 29, 
2022, at the McCoy Funeral 

Home Chapel with the Rev. Craig Reed and 
the Rev. Richard Kingrea offi  ciating. Inter-
ment followed at Sunset Cemetery Chris-
tiansburg. Th e family received friends prior 
to the service at McCoy Funeral Home, 
150 Country Club Drive SW, Blacksburg.

Walker, Sr., Alfonso 
Alfonso Walker, Sr., 96, 

of New River, passed away 
Saturday, March 26, 2022.

He was a member of 
New Hope United Meth-
odist Church and was an 
auto mechanic.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, James 
and Isabel Walker; a son, 
Lorenzo Walker; brothers 
Manford and Oliver; and 
sisters Geraldine, Nettie 
Mae, and Edna Allen.

Survivors include his wife of 73 
years, Noma Minter Walker; a son and 
daughter-in-law, Alfonso Walker, Jr. 
and Norma; daughters Marie Walker, 
Beverly Walker, and Freda Crockett; 
grandchildren Ebonie Walker, Dezeray 
Walker, Dalvyn Walker, Ronald Walker, 
Dana Austin, Carnell Walker, Bridg-

et Lester (Matthew), 
Th omas Boyd, Sonya 
Walker, Tonya Walker, 
and Lorenzo Walker, Jr.; 
18 great-grandchildren; 
12 great-great-grandchil-
dren; and a host of nieces 
and nephews, other rela-
tives and friends.

Th e family will receive 
friends from noon until 
1 p.m. today, March 30, 
2022, at the Mullins Fu-
neral Home in Radford. 

Funeral services will follow with the 
Rev. Betsy King offi  ciating. Interment 
with full military honors will be held at 
2 p.m. in the Southwest Virginia Veter-
ans Cemetery in Dublin.

Th e Walker family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford.

Send 

community 

news and 

photos to 

community

news

@ourvalley.org
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‘It was like my 9/11’: Heartbroken Virginia Tech students, 
faculty from Ukraine keep tabs on family in midst of confl ict

Tim Covert was finishing his 
homework when his roommate 
texted him. Some cadets needed 
Covert, who is fluent in Russian 
and a member of the Virginia 
Tech Corps of Cadets, to trans-
late a speech by Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

Covert peered at the laptop 
screen, translating each sen-
tence into English. He struggled 
with what he was hearing. Putin 
planned to invade Ukraine, Co-
vert’s home country.

He grabbed his phone. It was 
2 a.m. in Ukraine. His grand-
mother answered.

“You guys have to get out of 
the city right now,” said Covert, 
a senior majoring in history and 
Russian, who also serves in the 
Marine Corps Reserve.

He heard an explosion in the 
background as his grandmoth-
er explained that the family 
planned to hide in the basement 
of their apartment building in 
Kyiv, Ukraine, the capital city.

Then, he didn’t hear from 
them.

“It was like my 9/11,” Covert 
said. “I sobbed and cried for six 
hours straight. I thought my 
family had died. I didn’t sleep 
for three days.”

That was Feb. 24, the day 
Russia launched its military 
invasion into Ukraine, with a 
focus on Kyiv. Since then, hun-
dreds of civilians, including 
children and those who volun-
teered for the Ukrainian defense 
forces, have been killed. Oth-
ers have fled to different parts 
of Ukraine or to neighboring 
countries.

As the conflict continues on 
the other side of the world from 
Blacksburg, Virginia Tech stu-
dents and faculty from Ukraine 
watch in agony. Many are trying 
by phone to help their families 
find safety, either in Ukraine or 
in neighboring countries.

Covert and his parents spent 
four days on the phone with 
his grandparents and cousins 

in Ukraine, helping them move 
from village to village at night 
as they fled Kyiv for Lviv, where 
his aunt lives. While they were 
traveling, the family’s Kyiv 
apartment was destroyed by a 
cruise missile. His uncles stayed 
behind to defend the city.

“It’s something that I never 
saw myself doing,” said Co-
vert, who was born in Kyiv and 
moved to the United States 
when he was 5 years old with 
his parents and brother. Grow-
ing up, he continued to visit 
his family in Ukraine often and 
went to middle school in Rus-
sia.

“Ukraine for me was always a 
safe space growing up,” he said. 
“I went from having a fam-
ily who was totally happy and 
healthy to overnight becoming 
wartime refugees.”

Similarly, Iuliia Hoban 
begged her family to flee Kyiv 
when the invasion began. Ho-
ban, a native of Kyiv, is assistant 
director for intercultural learn-
ing in the Cranwell Interna-
tional Center at Virginia Tech. 
She also is program director for 
Mozaiko, a living-learning com-
munity.

As she watched the news un-
fold on Feb. 24, Hoban franti-
cally called her parents. It was 4 
a.m. Ukraine time.

“‘You have to leave now,’” 
Hoban told them. “I could hear 
the bombs.”

She said her parents initially 
resisted, then agreed and packed 
some possessions. They left by 
car and headed to the western 
part of Ukraine, where they are 
living now.

“You need to be forceful in 
those circumstances,” Hoban 
said. “When there’s a lack of 
safety, you need to have some-
one to say what you’re doing. 
Time is a rare commodity and 
one day can slow you down.”

She said her parent’s trek 
normally would have taken six 
hours by car. This time, it took 

Tim Covert (third from left), a Virginia Tech senior who was born in Ukraine, with his grandparents 
and his brother. His grandparents and other family members who live in Ukraine fled their home 
in Kyiv, the capital city, after Russia invaded the country. Photo courtesy of Covert.

24 hours.
“It’s the most traumatic 

event I have ever experi-
enced,” Hoban said as she 
watched the conflict from 
Virginia. She’s coping by 
taking in the information 
day by day, rather than 
many days at a time.

“If you even try to think 
about it a little more, you 
can’t handle it,” she said.

Similarly, Bogdan Ivanyt-
sia, a Virginia Tech sopho-
more, is struggling to pro-
cess all that is happening in 
his home country. He was 
born and grew up in Kyiv, 
coming to live in the United 
States as a Hokie last July.

His entire family, in-
cluding his parents, three 
siblings, and grandparents, 
were able to escape Kyiv, 
traveling through neighbor-
ing Slovakia and reaching 
Germany, where they are 
now. He has friends living 

in bomb shelters in Kyiv or 
who have joined the defense 
forces.

“On one side, I am in-
credibly lucky to have my 
family safe and out of the 
country, and I am incredibly 
lucky to be safe myself,” he 
said from his campus resi-
dence hall in Blacksburg. 
“But on the other side, I’m 
pretty sure I completely lost 
my home. I don’t think I’ll 
be able to have my child-
hood pictures. I’m seeing 
all of these places I grew 
up — places I celebrated 
my middle school and high 
school graduation — being 
completely destroyed.”

Ivanytsia, who is major-
ing in geography, has been 
so distraught that he has not 
been able to attend classes 
since the invasion began. He 
has worked with the Dean of 
Students Office and directly 
with Dean of Students By-

ron Hughes to arrange his 
workload with professors.

Ivanytsia said he’s grateful 
for the support from Vir-
ginia Tech, especially one 
of his first-year engineering 
professors, Diana Bairak-
tarova, who has checked on 
him and brought him food. 
Bairaktarova is an assistant 
professor in the Department 
of Engineering Education, 
an affiliate faculty member 
in the Department of Me-
chanical Engineering, and a 
faculty member in Human-
Centered Design at Virginia 
Tech.

Both Covert and Ivanyt-
sia encouraged people not 
only to support Ukrainians, 
but Russians, too. Each has 
friends and family in Russia.

“This war is a tragedy on 
all fronts,” Covert said.

By Jenny Kincaid Boone

STATEWIDE ADSSTATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION
’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Trustee's Sale 
3772 Lithia Road, 

Buchanan, VA 
24066 

(Parcel ID: 77-38B) 

Legals -     
Botetourt County

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home 

STATEWIDE ADS

Legals -     
Botetourt County

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call 
for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

LIVESTOCK SALES

Knoll Crest Farm Spring Bull 
and Female Sale, Saturday, 
April 9, 2022 at Noon. Featur-
ing 80+ Angus, Polled Hereford, 
Gelbvieh and Balancer Bulls. 40 
Elite Registered Angus, Hereford 
& Balancer Bred Heifers. 75+ 
Commercial Bred Heifers. Knoll 
Crest Farm, Red House, VA 434-
376-3567. Call or visit KnollCrest-
Farm.com to pre-register!

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you  ll 
your open positions! Promote job 

listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital Ad-
vertising Solutions reaching po-
tential candidates. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 

https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and other  nal 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

Legals -     
Botetourt County
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MAKE AN 

“A”
IN 

ADVERTISING!

EXPENDITURES: FY 2023
FY 2022 Advertised Increase

GENERAL GOVERNMENT: Budget Budget (Decrease)

          Subtotal: 53,774,822$               58,347,124$                4,572,302$                         

Law Library 17,600$                      17,600$                       -$                                        

SCHOOLS:

        Subtotal: 128,813,860$             133,273,491$              4,459,631$                         

County Capital 3,580,645$                 3,644,973$                  64,328$                              

Debt Service 24,722,725$               24,722,725$                -$                                        

Economic Development 380,000$                    380,000$                     -$                                        

COUNTY TOTAL 211,289,652$             220,385,913$              9,096,261$                         

RESOURCES: FY 2022 FY 2023 Increase
Budget Advertised Budget (Decrease)

REVENUE:
General Undesignated Revenue:

     Total Undesignated Revenue

     Total Designated Revenue

     Total Fund Balance
TOTAL RESOURCES 211,289,652$             220,385,913$              9,096,261$                         

L E G A L N O T I C E
County of Montgomery, Virginia
Synopsis of Advertised Budget

for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023
This budget synopsis is prepared and published pursuant to Section 15.2-2506 of Code of Virginia, for 
information and  scal planning purposes only.
A hearing will be held by the Board of Supervisors on April 7, 2022 at 6:15 P.M. at the County Govern-
ment Center Board Room, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg, Virginia at which time any citizen of the 
County shall have the opportunity to attend and state his or her views on the advertised budget.
A copy of the Advertised Budget is available for inspection at the County Government Center, in the 
County Administrator’s Of  ce, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg; the Blacksburg Library, 200 Miller 
St., Blacksburg; the Christiansburg Library, 125 Sheltman St., Christiansburg; the Meadowbrook Library, 
267 Alleghany Springs Road, Shawsville; the Blacksburg Community Center, 725 Patrick Henry Dr., 
Blacksburg; the Christiansburg Recreation Center, 1600 N. Franklin St., Christiansburg; the Blacksburg 
Municipal Building, in the Town Manager’s Of  ce, 300 S. Main St., Blacksburg; and the Christiansburg
Town Hall, in the Town Manager’s Of  ce, 100 E. Main St., Christiansburg.

(1) Real Estate Tax Rate based on $0.89 per $100 of Assessed Valuation.
Personal Property Tax Rate Based on $2.55 per $100 Assessed Valuation.
By Order of the Board of Supervisors:
F. Craig Meadows, County Administrator
County of Montgomery, Virginia

Services - 
Business

Hill Turner 
Landscaping 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

*ESTATE SALE - 
BLOW OUT SALE - 

LAST CHANCE* 

Auctions

 

Farm Retirement 
Auction

Auctions For Sale - Furniture

Moving Sale 

Cemetery Plots & 
Monuments

For Sale 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

Legals - City of 
Salem

PUBLIC NOTICE 

jpa.permits@mrc.virginia. 
gov

Notice 

Legals - City of 
Salem

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Deputy Clerk 
Botetourt County 

Circuit Court 

Help Wanted - 
General

Quality Inn Radford 

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Help Wanted  
Salem 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004883-09-00 

Legals - 
Montgomery County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL22000468-00 

Legals - 
Montgomery County

To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER HEADLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
213 Draper Rd. NW,  Downtown Blacksburg      

   

WE BUY USED VINYL RECORDS 
We pay top dollar for good classic rock vinyl records

WE BUY CAMERAS
We buy 35 mm and medium format cameras

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com
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Radford Sports

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Virginia Tech freshman Gunner Givens (left) and former Lord Botetourt Cavalier is 
matched up against teammate C.J. McCray in a defensive line drill during a Hokie 
practice session.

Remembering two local sports icons

Madison Bruce takes advantage of space and attacks 
forward in Eastern Montgomery’s 7-0 defeat of Honaker 
High School Friday.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
Former Radford Bobcat P.J. Prioleau runs through a wide receiver drill during 
practice at Virginia Tech’s indoor facility. The Hokies continue to fine tune during 
spring drills.

Madeline Mirolli beats her defender and dribbles 
the ball to the goal. Mirolli scored three goals in the 
Mustangs’ win.

Eastern Montgomery defender Morgan Bahnken volleys 
the ball back into play.

Virginia Tech spring  practice in full swing

The area lost two sports per-
sonalities this past week in the 
passing of Bull Teel and Ste-
phen Barber.

People will remember Bull 
Teel as the smiling face from 
Riner who could remember 
100s of people’s birthdays, 
calling out of the blue to sing 
“happy birthday.” 

Barber was a former Radford 
University basketball player 
and coach who had settled in a 
home nearby in Glenvar. 

Teel never failed to call me 
every year to wish me a happy 
birthday. I was always amazed 
that he remembered. This year, 
I didn’t receive that call, and I 
admit it left a void in my day. 
He had fought illnesses off-
and-on for the past two years, 
thus shutting down the annual 
call.

I remember the first day I 
met him holding the chains at 
an Auburn football game. Be 
careful, young man, he said, 
you’re going to trip over the 
chain if you’re not careful.

Two years ago, Bull and his 
brother Lee, received a special 
honor with the renaming of the 
Auburn High School gymna-
sium in their honor. He joked 
with me that he would never 
have to pay for admission as 
they were presented with life-
time passes to any future ath-
letic events. Trust me, the two 
never had to pay admission at 
Auburn. 

Bull worked more than 230 
football games in the span of 
44 years as part of the chain 
gang. He had also kept the 
clock at basketball games since 
December 4, 1970, checking 
off 1,380 games.  His brother, 
Lee, helped to maintain the 
football field for close to 35 
years. 

“It was an awesome feeling 
to be honored in this way. In 
no way did we deserve it,” Bull 
said after the unveiling of a 
sign in the school gymnasium 
that bears the “Teel” name.

Athletic Director Paul 
Dominy said the two brothers 
have done everything over the 
years.

“We had always gone to 
games, growing up and at-
tending the old Auburn High 
School. So, after graduation, 
we just started doing things 
to help the athletic program,” 

PHOTO BY JAMES PERKINS
Two years ago, the Auburn High School gym was officially renamed the Teel Gymnasium after two 
longtime athletic supporters, Bull and Lee Teel. Pictured at the presentation (left to right) were 
Auburn Principal Chris Stewart, Gene “Bull” Teel, Lee Teel and Athletic Director Paul Dominy.

Bull said earlier this week.
Lee worked for several 

years opening the school’s 
gym on the weekend to allow 
area children to play basket-
ball. “He even mopped the 
floors,” Bull said.

The Teel family has also 
been involved in the devel-
opment of the new school 
grounds, and a former fam-
ily farm is set to become 
home to a new Riner Fire 

Station and future park. 
I worked the sports in-

formation table at Radford 
University basketball games 
in the mid-80s, getting to 
know the different players. 
Stephen Barber or “Fonz” 
was one of those as he was 
joining the Highlanders as I 
graduated.  He was a mem-
ber of the team from 1988-
1992. 

Barber ranks #13 in ca-

reer points at Radford and 
#5 in career blocked shots. 
He also served on the bench 
under then-RU coach Ron 
Bradley as the team won the 
Big South Championships 
in 1998 for a team that took 
a trip to the NCAA Tourna-
ment.

Thanks, guys, for the 
memories and everything 
you have given to local ath-
letics.

Th r l t t p rt p r

From the 
Sidelines

Marty Gordon

East Mont girls soccer defeats Honaker High 7-0

Send community news and photos 
to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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Send community

news and photos t

communitynews

@ourvalley.org

THE NATIONAL CIVIL WAR
ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

In conjunction with:

KNIBBS BATTERYNIBBS BATTERY
A 4 One-Day Classes on the

proper use of Muzzle loading Cannons
April 9th, 10th, 11th & 17th

from 8am to 3pm
Come join us for training & lunch.
A fee of $40.00 covers the day.

Location:
473 Blue Grass Trail

Newport in Giles County.
knibbsbattery@aol.comknibbsbatteThe South’s Premier

“Living History” Organization
www.knibbsbattery.org • (804) 356-8868

Send community 

news and 

photos to 

communitynews

@ourvalley.org

A Heartfelt 
Thank Y� 

to Our Physicians 
On behalf of everyone at Carilion New River 
Valley Medical Center, we’d like to thank our 
physicians for their tireless efforts to provide 
care to our patients and community. 

National Doctors’ Day  
March 30th

In recognition of National Doctors’ Day, please 
join us in thanking our dedicated physicians.

For a physician referral, please call 800-422-8482   
or visit CarilionClinic.org/providers. 
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Outdoor report: Spring turkey season is here
Virginia’s spring gob-

bler enthusiasts have two 
weekends in their sights 
right now with the Youth 
and Apprentice Weekend 
on April 2 and 3 and the 
season opener kicking off  
on Saturday, April 9.

Katie Martin, the deer, 
bear, and turkey biologist 
for the Virginia Depart-
ment of Wildlife Resources 
(DWR), gives insight on 
what kind of action we can 
expect.

“Th e best news is that 
the Northwest Mountain 
region had a poult-to-
hen ratio of 4.0 in 2020,” 
Martin said. “Th at region 
from Botetourt County 
to Northern Virginia has a 
lot of national forest land, 
and many of those coun-
ties, such as Highland and 
Bath, have had decreased 
turkey numbers in recent 
years, especially on public 
land. Th e improved repro-
duction is a much-needed 
boost.

“So this could be a very 
good year to hunt in the 
George Washington and 
Jeff erson National For-
est,” Martin said. “Hunt-
ers looking for a place to 
go and individuals that 
don’t normally hunt public 
land might want to check 
things out. Th e Forest Ser-
vice has worked hard to 

improve wildlife habitat 
with prescribed burns and 
with the creation of more, 
early successional habitat. 
Areas where habitat work 
has been done could draw 
turkeys in the spring and 
hens with their poults in 
the summer.”

Unfortunately, Martin 
said, the rest of the region 
endured reproduction be-
low the long-term aver-
age of 2.5 in 2020. Th ose 
regions (with the poult-
to-hen ratio in parenthe-
sis) were Tidewater (1.8). 
Southern Piedmont (1.4), 
Northern Piedmont (1.3), 
and Southwest Mountains 
(1.9).

However, Martin noted 
that an important caveat 
exists concerning these 
fi gures in that the survey 
was done during the heart 
of the COVID pandemic, 
making data more chal-
lenging to gather with few-
er staff  able to participate. 
Th is makes the year and its 
fi gures possibly something 
of an outlier.

Also of note is that 
there should be more jakes 
prowling Virginia’s for-
ests and fi elds this spring. 
Th e 2021 poult-per-hen 
ratio was 2.7. Th e fi gures 
per region were Tidewater 
(2.3), Southern Piedmont 
(2.7), Northern Piedmont 

(3.2), Southwest Moun-
tains (2.4), and Northwest 
Mountains (2.6).

“Of course, jake be-
havior is much more 
unpredictable than that 
of 2-year-old gobblers, 
which annually usually 
make up the majority of 
the harvest,” Martin said. 
“But with the increased 
number of jakes that will 
likely be in the woods this 
spring, there could be a 

lot more gobbling, espe-
cially after some of the 
older gobblers have been 
harvested.”

Additionally, Mar-
tin encourages veteran 
sportsmen and women 
to consider taking youth 
and novice adult hunters 
afi eld during the Youth 
and Apprentice Weekend. 
“It’s an excellent time to 
introduce people new to 
the outdoors because the 

turkeys haven’t been pres-
sured in a long time and 
the hunting pressure is 
light,” Martin said.

Finally, Martin notes 
that all-day hunting will 
last a week longer this 
year with that part of the 
season beginning on April 
25. Th e biologist says the 
likely cooler evenings in 
April may lead to more 
active and vocal turkeys. 
Bottom line? Th e biologist 

believes that turkey en-
thusiasts should expect a 
good season with the total 
harvest varying little from 
ones in recent springs. For 
tips on where to hunt, 
how to be successful on 
public land, regulations, 
recipes, and more, see 
DWR’s Spring Turkey 
Hunting in Virginia.

--Bruce Ingram, 
Virginia DWR

PHOTO COURTESY OF VIRGINIA DWR
Virginia’s spring turkey season kicks off on April 2-3 with  Youth and Apprentice Spring Turkey Hunting 
Weekend. Spring Turkey Season runs from April 9 to May 14.

Blue Ridge Junior Golf Tour to begin
The Blue Ridge Ju-

nior Golf Tour is ready 
to tee up for another 
season of junior golf.  

Celebrating its 24th 

year, the tour returns 
offering golfers up to 
age 18 the opportunity 
to learn golf rules, eti-
quette, and skills while 

playing golf courses in 
Southern West Virginia 
and Southwest Virgin-
ia.  

Participants make 

friends, improve their 
skills, and live up to 
the tour’s motto of 
“building character 
and sportsmanship 
through the game of 
golf.”  Executive Direc-
tor Dewayne Belcher 
says, “We’ve conducted 
the tour with the same 
motto since the begin-
ning in 1999. With 
that foundation, play-
ers have not only be-
come better players, but 
they have honored the 
fundamental principles 
of the game by playing 
with fairness and integ-
rity. This has yielded 
many social skills help-
ful in producing good 
community citizens. To 
that end, we are most 
proud.”

Action will begin 
with the usual golf 
academies in May with 
a different twist this 
year.  In an effort to get 
young players involved 
earlier in life, the 
“Teach a Child to Play 
Golf ” campaign will be 
offered for ages 6-12.  

The academy will in-
clude five sessions and 
will be held at Fincastle 
in Bluefield, West Vir-

ginia on Saturdays May 
5, 12, 19, and June 4.  

A one-on-one session 
will be provided for 
participants after that.  

“This is a new ex-
tended version of an 
academy for ages 6-12 
taught by golf  profes-
sionals,” Belcher said.  

The other two acad-
emies are similar to pre-
vious years and are des-
ignated for ages 13-18.  
They are being con-
ducted at Draper Valley 
Golf Club in Draper on 
Saturday, May 21, and 
at Fincastle in Bluefield 
on Sunday, May 22.  

The “Golf by the 
Rules” clinic will also 
be held at Fincastle on 
Sunday, June 12.  Tour-
nament play begins in 
early June with stops at 
the River Course, Drap-
er Valley, Fincastle, 
Pipestem State Park, 
Glade Springs Resort, 
Blacksburg Country 
Club, and the season-
ending Tour Champi-
onship at Wytheville 
Golf Club.  

Interested junior 
golfers can find all 
dates, events, and sites 
at brjgt.com. Registra-

tion can be completed 
on the website. Cost to 
join the tour is $30, and 
each tournament is $20 
except for the season-
ending Tour Champi-
onship. That is a two-
day event that costs 
$40.  Through the expe-
rience, the junior golfer 
will receive a number of 
Blue Ridge Junior Golf 
Tour gifts including the 
official 2022 cap.  Also, 
the players will become 
better golfers, make 
many good friends, and 
create memories that 
will last a lifetime.  

Age groups are di-
vided into the follow-
ing categories: 17-18, 
15-16, 13-14, (play 18 
holes), 10-12 and 9 and 
under (play 9 holes).  
Also, an additional de-
velopmental group will 
play for those ages 13-
18 who are brand new 
to the game. A coach 
to accompany them for 
nine holes during se-
lected tournaments.

“2022 promises to 
be another fun season 
filled with many re-
warding experiences. 
Please register soon,” 
Belcher said. 
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