
For a couple of 
months, music faculty 
from Radford Univer-
sity had been scheduled 
to perform on March 3 
with the NOVA Alex-
andria Band, a concert 
band combining the 
talents of students and 
faculty in the Northern 
Virginia Community 
College system and mu-
sicians from the area.

What had not been 
scheduled was Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and 
the subsequent waves of 
international condem-
nation for the aggressor 
and compassion for the 
Ukrainians.

In that context, how-
ever, the band’s director, 
Lisa Eckstein, saw an op-
portunity and seized the 
moment, transforming 
the performance into a 
benefit to aid Ukraini-
ans.

“I didn’t want to just 
come out and make mu-
sic without acknowledg-
ing the situation,” she 
said. “While Ukrainian 
families are fighting for 

their country and try-
ing to get their children 
across the border, we 
were preparing to enjoy 
an evening of music. I 
knew I had to address 
this.”

Eckstein told her au-
dience she wanted them 
to enjoy the evening be-
cause they had the free-
dom to do so, but also 
to consider just how 
precious that freedom 
was and to not take it for 
granted.

And during the in-
termission, she offered 
them an avenue to aid 
Ukrainians by sup-
porting World Central 
Kitchen, a Washington, 
D.C.-based organiza-
tion providing food for 
refugees and aid workers 
at the Polish-Ukrainian 
border.

Professor Robert 
Trent, D.M.A., interim 
chair of Radford’s De-
partment of Music, said 
the Radford musicians 
found out only when 
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RADFORD - The New Riv-
er Train Observatory on the 
grounds of Glencoe Mansion, 
Museum, and Gallery has been 
named a national design winner.

Virginia Tech professors Ed-
ward Becker and Kay Edge, the 
architects behind the train ob-
servatory, recently won an award 
from the Association of Col-
legiate Schools of Architecture 
(ACSA). They won in the De-
sign-Build category for the 2022 
Architectural Education Awards, 
which honors the best practices 
in school-based design-build 
projects.

The Architectural Education 
Awards honor architectural edu-
cators for exemplary work in areas 
such as building design, commu-
nity collaborations, scholarship, 
and service. The award-winning 
professors inspire and challenge 
students, contribute to the pro-
fession’s knowledge base, and 
extend their work beyond the 
borders of academia into practice 
and the public sector.

The train observatory is part 
of the Radford Cultural Heritage 
Park, adjacent to Glencoe, which 
features a bronze statue of Mary 
Draper Ingles and several inter-
pretive panels of historical infor-
mation. The observatory opened 
in 2019 after it was designed and 
constructed by Becker, Edge, and 
their students in the Virginia 
Tech School of Architecture and 
Design in conjunction with the 
City of Radford and its tourism 
department.

New River Train Observatory designers 
win national architecture award

Radford High 
forensics team wins 
state championship

The New River Train Observatory gives people a close-up view of the 
train tracks that run along the New River.

NRV home builders Home Expo set for 
April 9-10 at Christiansburg Rec Center

Th e New River Valley Home Build-
ers Association’s (NRVHBA) annual 
Home Expo will take place Saturday 
and Sunday, April 9-10, 2022, at the 
Christiansburg Recreation Center, 
1600 N Franklin St.

Th e expo will have a fl oor full of 
local, trusted professionals who are 
available to answer any of their skills 
and services. Exhibitors include build-
ers, remodelers, landscape designers, 
fl ooring specialists, and home prod-
uct and service providers. A full list of 
the exhibitors can be viewed online at 
www.nrvhomeexpo.com.

Attendees can also participate in 
Th e Pros Know education sessions 
scheduled throughout the weekend, 
vote for their favorite LEGO home in 
the LEGO Home Building Contest, 
and bid on items in the silent auction, 
which will feature items such as home 
appliances, service gift certifi cates, 
weekend getaways, and sports experi-
ences. Online bidding is available.

Th e event will also highlight build-
ing trades education and a job cen-

ter. Representatives from local trades 
education programs will be on site 
off ering information on the trades 
programs they have available. In the 
Job Center booth, available jobs from 
home builders association member 
companies, along with event exhibi-
tors, will be posted.

“We are excited to have this new 
opportunity for attendees to learn 
about trades education and job op-
portunities the area has to off er. Th is is 
important to our mission and a focus 
for the home NRV Home Builders 
Association,” said Cassidy Jones, plan-
ning committee co-chair and designer 
for Slate Creek Builders in Blacksburg.

Th e event hours are Saturday, April 
9, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, 
April 10, from noon to 5 p.m.

Admission is $7 for adults on the 
day of the event, but $5 if attendees 
purchase their tickets online before 
the event. Children under 18 are free 
when accompanied by a paying adult. 
$2-off  coupons are available online, in 
stores, and in mailboxes. Tickets can 

be purchased online at www.nrvho-
meexpo.com.

Th e event sponsors are 84 Lum-
ber, Aspire Marketing Agency, Back 
to Nature Landscaping, Blacksburg 
Boxing and Fitness, Brown Insurance, 
Carter Bank & Trust, the Christians-
burg Rec Center, Dehart Tile, Eagle 
Construction Ferguson Enterprises, 
Gay and Neel, Inc., G&H Appliance, 
Green Valley Builders, Hethwood 
Market, Highlander Construction, 
John T. Morgan Roofi ng, Original 
Frameworks, Progress Street Builders, 
SAS Builders, Slate Creek Builders, 
Signarama and Summit Community 
Bank.

Th e New River Valley Home Build-
ers Association is a professional trade 
organization serving the residential 
and commercial building industry of 
the New River Valley since 1976. As 
the voice of the building community, 
the NRVHBA advocates, educates, 
and gives back to better homeowner-
ship for all.

Radford High students honored for 
Boys and Girls State participation

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Radford High School students Sophia Gaither and Owen Saunders are presented with certificates by the 
American Legion in recognition of their acceptance and participation in the American Legion’s Boys and Girls 
State programs this summer. The students are pictured with RHS Principal Tara Grant and members of Radford 
American Legion Post 30. The Boys and Girls State programs are summer leadership and citizenship programs 
for high school juniors that focus on exploring the mechanics of American government and politics, geared 
toward the state in which they are held. Boys and Girls State programs began in 1937.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Radford High School has another state championship 
with the recent win by the school’s forensics team at 
the Virginia High School League state championship 
held March 26, 2022, at Clover Hill High School in 
Midlothian.

See Concert, page 6

The observatory’s designers are the recipients of a national architecture 
award for the project, located below Glencoe Mansion, Museum, and 
Gallery.

Proposed Radford City 
schools 2022-23 school 
calendar announced

RADFORD - The 
survey results are in, 
and the Radford City 
School Board will be 
voting on next year’s 
school calendar at its 
upcoming board meet-
ing. 

“The survey gener-
ated 216 responses. 
59.3% of the respon-
dents chose Calendar 
Draft A and 40.7% of 
the respondents chose 
Calendar Draft B,” 
the school division an-
nounced.

“There have been 
many factors to con-
sider regarding the cal-
endar and the school 
start and end times. 
The most significant 
factor is state mandated 
instructional time,” the 
announcement said. 
“Daily school sched-
ules (opening/closing 
times) and the school 
calendar must support 
state mandates includ-
ing a 180-day school 
calendar and, at a mini-

mum, 990 hours of 
instruction. Radford 
City Public Schools has 
taken Calendar Draft 
A and slightly altered 
it as needed. Note that 
January 5 and January 6 
are student days and are 
not professional teach-
er days. Professional 
teacher days were need-
ed after each quarter 
to accommodate hav-
ing deleted early release 
days.”

The new calendar 
will not have any early 
release for students on 
Wednesdays. The first 
days of school for stu-
dents will be Monday, 
Aug. 15 and Tuesday, 
Aug. 16.

The start and dis-
missal times are as fol-
lows:

McHarg Elementary 
(PreK-2nd): 8:05 a.m. 
tardy bell; 2:15 p.m. 
dismissal bell (Doors 
open at 7:35 a.m.)

Radford music faculty 
join impromptu 
concert for Ukraine

See Calendar, page 7
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Jackie Gardner is launching Just Graze & Co. at Millstone Kitchen.
Rose Mary and William Bellamy are making a dream a reality with their launch of 
Grandpa Foods and their apple-butter based barbecue sauces.

New small businesses fi nd a home at Millstone Kitchen

Th ree new businesses have 
launched this year at Millstone 
Kitchen, a shared-use facility 
in Blacksburg.

Th e owner-operators of 
Grandpa Foods, Just Graze & 
Co. and Th yme & Table are all 
making their dreams a reality 
this spring.

Rose Mary and William 
Bellamy of Grandpa Foods 
aim to share their homespun 
apple-butter based barbeque 
sauces with customers. “My 
wife didn’t like the taste of to-
mato based barbeque sauces,” 

William said, so he came up 
with a tasty alternative. Wil-
liam is the namesake of Grand-
pa Foods with his face on the 
label. He fi nally honed in on a 
sauce recipe Rose Mary loved, 
and they decided to turn their 
family recipe into a new ven-
ture.

Jackie Gardner has a passion 
for entertaining and gathering 
with her friends and family. 
She is launching Just Graze & 
Co., a charcuterie kit compa-
ny, so she can share her passion 
with an even wider audience.

Pre-order boxes come com-
plete with a variety of cured 
meats, cheeses, spreads, sweets, 
and crackers.

Emily Worrall grew her 
small business, Th yme & Ta-
ble, out of a love of cooking 
for her family. Her business 
off ers multi-portion prepared 
meals that can be stashed in 
the freezer until they are ready 
to eat. Th ese weeknight-ready 
meals off er families conve-
nience while prioritizing nu-
trition. Worrall uses local 
meats and produce to prepare 

her recipes from scratch. She 
tested her recipes on friends 
during the height of the pan-
demic and realized the concept 
could gain traction with the 
use of a certifi ed kitchen space.

Equipping entrepreneurs 
with the tools to launch their 
businesses is what Millstone 
Kitchen is all about.

“With many plans put on 
hold during the fi rst two years 
of the pandemic, it is promis-
ing to see new ventures tak-
ing off ,” said Laina Schneider, 
manager of Millstone Kitchen. 

“Our goal is to reach a sustain-
able level of operation for our 
facility while continuing to 
serve our community.” Four-
teen businesses are now oper-
ating out of Millstone Kitchen.

Millstone Kitchen is a 
shared-use commercial kitch-
en in Blacksburg operated by 
the nonprofi t, Live Work Eat 
Grow, which has as its mis-
sion the cultivation of vibrant 
communities by fostering local 
food, farms, and gardens, cre-
ating jobs, and growing small 
businesses.

Dr. Tahsin Anwar joins the 
Community Health Center 
of the New River Valley

Tashin Anwar, DMD, 
has joined the dental de-
partment of the Commu-
nity Health Center of the 
New River Valley. She will 
practice in the Christians-
burg office at 215 Roanoke 
St.

A graduate of Virginia 
Tech and the Roseman 
University of Health Sci-
ences in Utah, Dr. Anwar 

completed her residency 
at Carilion Clinic General 
Practice.

Dr. Anwar is fluent in 
English and Bengali and 
speaks Spanish conversa-
tionally. Her treatment 
philosophy focuses on 
treating her patients with-
out judgment, providing 
quality care regardless of 
the circumstances, and 

empowering individuals 
to take control of their  
health and well-being. She 
has experience delivering 
dental services and proce-
dures such as preventative 
care and extractions.

Dr. Anwar has an exten-
sive background in service 
and leadership positions. 
Her interests include yoga 
and wellness.

Dr. Tashin Anwar has joined the dental 
department of the NRV Community Health 
Center’s Christiansburg office. 

Submit letters 
to the editor to 

editor@ourvalley.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Now through 
Tuesday, April 22 :

Montgomery Chamber Best 
Places to Work Survey

Virginia Tech’s Center for 
Economic and Community En-
gagement and the Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce 
are asking businesses to partici-
pate in the annual Best Places 
to Work survey. Chamber mem-
bership is not required, and the 
survey is open to all businesses 
in Montgomery County. Th e 
survey has two components, 
one for the employer and the 
other for employees. Th e top 20 
Best Places to Work will be an-
nounced on May 18 at the Lead-
ership in Changing Times and 
Best Places to Work Conference. 
Th is survey will be open for only 
a three-week period from until 
April 22. For more information, 
visit https://bit.ly/lcbestplaces22. 
Contact marketing@montgom-
erycc.org with any questions.

Now through April 
30:

Free prom dresses 
By appointment only at the 

Meadowbrook Public Library, 
which has prom dresses of all 
sizes available for free to anyone 
in Montgomery County, Floyd 
County, and throughout the 
New River Valley. Call (540) 
268-1964 to make an appoint-
ment to try on and choose a free 
prom dress. 

Now through May 7:
Blacksburg Parks & Rec Tod-

dler and Children Art Classes
Art & More for 2’s S1
For 2-year-olds, 9:45 to 10:45 

a.m. at the Parks and Recreation 
administrative offi  ces. Fee is $42 
for residents, $52 for non-resi-
dents. Th is class will introduce 
toddlers to art in a semi-struc-
tured setting. Th e classes will 
consist of a variety of art projects, 
story time and songs. Parent par-
ticipation is required.

Art Smart S1
For three- and four-year olds 

at the Blacksburg Parks & Recre-
ation administrative offi  ces from 
11 a.m. until noon. Fee is $42 for 
residents, $52 for non-residents.

Toddlers will be exposed to 
diff erent media while learning 
how to use colors, shapes, pat-
terns and sizes. Th ey will be en-
couraged to use imagination, 
expression and communication 
through art. Th e emphasis will 
be on fun and social interaction.

Register online at www.blacks-
burg.gov/recreation, by phone 
540-443-1140 or 540-443-1100 
or in person at any of Blacksburg 
Parks and Rec facility.

Wednesday, April 6:
Talking About Books: “Th e 

Lincoln Highway”
At the Christiansburg Library; 

11 a.m. To be discussed this 
month is “Th e Lincoln High-
way” by Amor Towles, in-person 

and virtually.
 
Loops Group
At the Blacksburg Library; 

2 p.m. Participants can bring 
a project and join the Loops 
Group for community and con-
versation. Everyone is welcome.

 
Talking about Books: “Th e 

Cadaver King and the Country 
Dentist”

At the Meadowbrook Public 
Library; 6 p.m. To be discussed 
is “Th e Cadaver King and the 
Country Dentist by Radley 
Balko. Call (540) 268-1964 for 
more information or to reserve a 
copy.

Thursday, April 7:
American Legion meeting
American Legion Harvey-

Howe-Carper Post 30 will meet 
at 7 p.m. at the VFW Post Home 
on 102 Watts St. in Radford. For 
further information, call 540-
250-2283 or 540-239-9864.

Physical therapy tips for se-
niors

At the Blacksburg Library; 2 
p.m. Heritage Hall Blacksburg 
will be discussing physical ther-
apy from the diff erent types of 
therapy to what each type helps 
with and tips for what can be 
done at home to improve indi-
viduals’ health. A member of the 
library’s highly rated Encore Re-
habilitation team will discuss all 
things therapy.

 
Art, Community, and Social 

Health with Molly Smith
At the Blacksburg Library; 4 

p.m. Th e School of Performing 
Arts at Virginia Tech presents 
Art, Community, and Social 
Health, a series of talks/work-
shops by nationally recognized 
artists and thought leaders on 
the power and practice of art and 
culture as essential elements of 
healthy communities. Th is collo-
quium will be available in person 
and via Zoom. Register for the 
online presentation.

Friday, April 8:
NRV Public Health Task 

Force, LewisGale Hospital 
Montgomery blood drive

At Blue Ridge Church, Roa-
noke Street, Christiansburg; 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. American 
Red Cross Blood Drive. Two-
hundred donor slots need to be 
fi lled as a nationwide blood crisis 
continues to aff ect care delivery 
in every healthcare system in the 
nation. Th e American Red Cross 
is still experiencing a decrease 
in the number of blood donors. 
Register today at https://www.
redcrossblood.org/give.html/
drive-results?order=DATE&rang
e=10&zipSponsor=24073.

Saturday, April 9:
Noise alert: Skipper cannon 

fi re
Skipper, the Virginia Tech 

Corps of Cadets’ cannon, will 
be fi red once between 10:30 and 

10:45 a.m. on the Drillfi eld as 
part of the opening celebration for 
Th e Big Event at Virginia Tech.

Sunday, April 10:
Chess Club
At the Blacksburg Library; 3 

p.m. Ages 8 and up are welcome 
to come sharpen their chess 
skills. Supplies will be provided. 
All skill levels are welcome.

Monday, April 11:
Crafternoon Delight
At the Radford Public Library; 

1 to 2 p.m. For adults. Partici-
pants may bring their supplies 
and knit, crochet, and needle-
point at the library. Some craft-
ing supplies will be provided.

Free GED Classes with 
NRCC

At the Radford Public Library; 
9 a.m. to noon. Free GED prep 
classes off ered by New River 
Community College in the li-
brary’s community room. Call 
(540) 674-3682 for additional 
information.

STEM Club
At the Christiansburg Library; 

1 p.m. A homeschool STEM club 
will explore science, technology, 
engineering, and/or math. Th is 
month the club will be experi-
menting with stop-motion ani-
mation. For Ages 8 and up.

Tuesday, April 12:
Family Reads with LVNRV
At the Radford Public Library; 

5:30 to 7 p.m. Literacy Volun-
teers of the New River Valley will 
provide English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL) lessons to parents 
of children ages 3-8 (older sib-
lings are welcome). Th is will be 
a 7-week program starting Tues-
day, April 12. Children will have 
fun activities to work on while 
parents learn to read English. 
Call (540) 382-7262 or email 
Anne Abbott at aabbott@lvnrv.
org for more information.

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
meeting

Th e Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, Stuart Horse Artillery 
Camp 1784 will meet at Aly’s 
Family Italian Restaurant at 
3204 Riner Rd. Members of the 
United Daughters of the Con-
federacy (UDC) are invited to 
attend. For further information, 
call 540-320-4315 or 540-239-
9864.

“Th e Middle of Somewhere”
At the Radford Public Library; 

7 to 8 p.m. Suzanne Stryk is an 
artist who fi nds equal fascina-
tion in the natural world and 
the visual arts. Her conceptual 
nature paintings and assemblages 
have appeared in solo exhibitions 
throughout the United States, 
and her portfolios and related 
writings have been featured in 
Terrain.org, Orion, Ecotone, and 
the Kenyon Review. She is the 
recipient of a George Sugarman 
Foundation grant and a Virginia 

Commission for the Arts fellow-
ship for the project “Notes on the 
State of Virginia,” the precursor 
to “Th e Middle of Somewhere.” 
She lives in southwestern Vir-
ginia.

Volunteer tutors needed to 
help adults increase English lan-
guage skills 

A Literacy Volunteers of the 
New River Valley (LVNRV) Tu-
tor Information Session from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in Christians-
burg. For adult volunteers to 
help local adults improve literacy 
and language skills. Tutoring is 
one-to-one or small group and 
takes place at NRV-wide public 
locations, or remotely, at times 
convenient to both the tutor 
and the adult learner. Volun-
teers are asked to make a mini-
mum one-year commitment and 
meet with their students 1 to 3 
hours per week. Volunteers re-
ceive training and support, and 
no previous teaching experience 
is required. Especially needed 
are volunteers who speak Span-
ish. Approximately 24,000 local 
adults struggle with reading Eng-
lish.  To register or for more in-
formation, go to www.lvnrv.org, 
call (540) 392-7262, or email 
info@lvnrv.org. 

Talking About Books: “Amer-
ican Sherlock”

At the Blacksburg Library; 11 
a.m. To be discussed is “Ameri-
can Sherlock” by Kate Dawson. 
Call (540) 552-8246 to reserve a 
copy.

Imaginary Witness: Holly-
wood and the Holocaust

At the Blacksburg Library; 
6 p.m. Visit the library for a 
viewing of “Imaginary Witness: 
Hollywood and the Holocaust.” 
Marc Brodsky, Archivist at the 
University Libraries at Virginia 
Tech, will lead a discussion after-
wards.

 
Craft and Chill
At the Christiansburg Library; 

6 p.m. Drop by to be creative by 
using the library’s craft supplies.

Wednesday, April 
13:

Brown Bag Book Club
Join the club on the second 

Wednesday of each month for a 
casual book discussion. Partici-
pants may bring a lunch or enjoy 
Aaron’s latest culinary creation. 
Discussed this month is “Apples 
Never Fall” by Liane Moriarty. 
To be discussed next month is 
“Th e Lost City of Z” by David 
Grann (on 5/11/22).

Thursday, April 14:
River City Quilt Guild
Th e River City Quilt Guild 

meets the second Th ursday of 
each month at 9:30 a.m. at Grove 
United Methodist Church, 1020 
Tyler Avenue, in Radford. All 
skill levels of quilters are wel-
come. For more information call 
Anna Handy, 540 320 7791.  

Radford Army Ammunitions 
Plant community meeting

At the Christiansburg Public 
Library at 6 p.m. Th is commu-
nity meeting will discuss mod-
ernization and environmental 
projects and compliance and 
corrective actions at the Radford 
Army Ammunition Plant. Staff  
members from the U.S. Army 
and BAE Systems will be on 
hand to engage with the public. 
Questions ahead of the meet-
ing may be emailed to usarmy.
radford.peo-eis.list.rfaap-public-
aff airs@mail.mil.

Montgomery County Cham-
ber of Commerce’s legislative 
wrap-up

Th e Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce’s legis-
lative wrap-up will explore what 
occurred during the most recent 
legislative session in Richmond. 
Attendees will have opportuni-
ties to hear from their legislators 
and ask business-related ques-
tions during the Q&A portion of 
the program. 7:30 a.m. at Warm 
Hearth Village, 2387 Warm 
Hearth Dr, Blacksburg. Res-
ervations to attend will be due 
April 12 at noon: https://bit.ly/
april22legislative. Th e cost is $25 
for chamber members and $35 
for non-members.

Saturday, April 16:
Radford Easter Egg Hunt
At Bisset Park; 11 a.m. to 2 

p.m. Th e schedule by age groups 
is as follows: noon: ages 3-5; 
12:25 p.m.: ages 6-8; 12:30 
p.m.: ages 9-12; 12:45 p.m.: ages 
3 and under. Bounce houses, fi re 
trucks, police cars, food trucks, 
and photos with the Easter Bun-
ny will be a part of the fun. Chil-
dren should bring a basket.

Thursday, April 21:
Still upright and headed 

downstream
At the Radford Public Library; 

7 to 8 p.m. Author John Lane is 
an emeritus professor who taught 
creative writing and environmen-
tal studies at Woff ord College. As 
an avid kayaker, he has written 
often about water and rivers. He 
will visit the library to discuss 
his new collection of poetry and 
prose, written over thirty-fi ve 
years, about kayaking, rivers, and 
river people.

Monday, April 25 
through Wednesday, 
April 27:

Lifeguard instructor training
Th e Christiansburg Aquatic 

Center is off ering lifeguard in-
structor training April 25-27. 
Th e schedule for Monday is 8 
a.m. until 5:30 p.m. Th e schedule 
for Tuesday is 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and the schedule for Wednesday 
is 8 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Th e fee 
for the course is $300. Persons 
interested in taking the course 
should contact Caroline Ratkus 
at cratkus@christiansburg.org.

Virginia Department of Transportation road watch
Th e following is a list of 

forecasted highway projects 
that may impact traffi  c trav-
eling in the 12-county Sa-
lem Transportation District 
this week. Work schedules 
and construction project 
timelines are always subject 
to change and weather de-
pendent. Th e Salem District 
covers Bedford, Botetourt, 
Carroll, Craig, Floyd, Frank-
lin, Giles, Henry, Montgom-
ery, Patrick, Pulaski and Roa-
noke counties.

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY

I-81 NORTHBOUND 
AT EXIT 105 NEW RIV-
ER BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT IN MONTGOM-
ERY COUNTY – Lane and 
shoulder closures may be in 
place near exit 105. Lane clo-
sure may be in eff ect during 
the week from 8 p.m. to 7 
a.m. Shoulder closures may 
be in eff ect at any time dur-
ing the week. Slow rolls may 
be performed on I-81 in the 
north and southbound lanes 
from mile marker 104 to 
106 from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
Speed limit is reduced to 60 

miles per hour in the work 
zone. Shoulder closures will 
remain in place though the 
duration of the project. Proj-
ect completion is estimated 
by late 2022.

ROUTE 615 CUL-
VERT REPLACEMENT 
– Beginning April 11, 2022, 
Route 615 (Pilot Road) will 
undergo a culvert replace-
ment located at the intersec-
tion of Pilot Road and Old 
Pike Road, across from the 
Pilot Post Offi  ce.  Single lane 
closures will be in place and 
will be maintained by utiliz-
ing temporary traffi  c signals. 
Lane closures on RTE 615 
are expected to begin on 
May 5 and will be in place 
through August 2022. Ex-
pected completion is Octo-
ber 2022.

ROUTE 643 PAVING 
PROJECT - A project is be-
ing scheduled to resurface an 
unpaved portion of Route 
643 (Yellow Sulfur Road). 
Th e work area begins .7 mile 
south of the intersection with 
Route 642 (Jennelle Road) 
and ends 1.7 miles north of 
the bridge over Route 460.  
Traffi  c impacts will include 

intermittent fl agging opera-
tions between these intersec-
tions. Th is project has an 
estimated completion date 
of May 2022.

LANE CLOSURES: 
Intermittent single lane 
closures utilizing fl agging 
operations will be in place 
between the intersection of 
Teaberry Road and Jennelle 
Road.

UTILITY WORK ON 
ROUTE 460 - MMI will 
be installing fi ber optic along 
Route 460 and Route 8 from 
the Giles County line to the 
Floyd County line. Th is 
work will be ongoing. Mo-
torists should expect shoul-
ders and/or lane closures for 
travel in both directions.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 

LANE WIDENING 
CONSTRUCTION EXIT 
137 TO EXIT 141 – A 
$179 million design-build 
project to widen both direc-
tions of I-81 between mile 
markers 136.6 and 141.8 
from two to three lanes is set 
to begin. Continuing into 
the early summer, work will 

be performed on the inside 
and outside shoulders along 
a fi ve mile section of both 
northbound and south-
bound Interstate 81 in Roa-
noke County and the city of 
Salem. Th e shoulders will 
be built up before a barrier 
wall can be installed for road 
crews to work behind. Th e 
barrier wall will be installed 
along the shoulders in the 
spring and summer. Two 
lanes of I-81 traffi  c in each 
direction will remain open 
during the project with peri-
odic lane closures scheduled 
during nighttime hours or 
outside of peak travel times 
as needed.  Drivers can ex-
pect the following lane clo-
sures and upcoming impacts 
on northbound and south-
bound I-81:

To mid-April, daytime 
right shoulder closures 
will be in eff ect between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday 
through Th ursday

Until mid-June, night-
time right lane and shoul-
der closures will be in eff ect 
between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
Sunday through Th ursday

From mid-May to mid-

June, alternating left and 
right lane and shoulder clo-
sures will be in eff ect during 
nighttime hours between 
8 p.m. and 6 a.m., Sunday 
through Th ursday

THROUGH APRIL 8:  
Nightly lane closures may be 
in place along the right lane 
with possible nightly ramp 
narrows as needed for guard-
rail and shoulder strengthen-

ing.
Northbound I-81 lane 

closures from mile marker 
138 to 142

Northbound I-81 exit 
and entrance ramp narrows 
possible at Route 311.

Th e project also includes 
replacing six bridges, wid-
ening two bridges, install-

See VDOT, page 4
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Midway between south 
and southeast
 4. Celebrations
 9. Pulpits
14. Pin
15. Rare laughing
16. Parts of the circulatory 
system
17. Financial term
18. Pearl Jam frontman
20. Cores of vascular plants
22. Strong sharp smell or 
taste
23. City in S. Korea
24. One from Damascus
28. Short message at the 
end of an email
29. It cools your home
30. Towards the mouth or 
oral region
31. Intestinal pouches
33. Boys and men
37. The 12th letter of the 
Greek alphabet

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

38. Former CIA
39. A way to arrange
41. Body cavity
42. The Great Lake State
43. A type of seal
44. Stop for a moment
46. Ancient kingdom
49. Of I
50. White clerical vestment
51. Songs to a lover
55. Prices
58. Sun-dried brick
59. Where to park a boat
60. One who values 
reason and knowledge
64. Partner to feather
65. Sailboats
66. Actress Zellweger
67. Type of screen
68. Country singer Hag-
gard
69. Puts together in time
70. When you hope to 
arrive

CLUES DOWN
 1. An involuntary muscular 
contraction
 2. PA transit system
 3. Leaves a place
 4. Sweet greenish fruit
 5. Lends support to
 6. Chap
 7. Singer Di Franco
 8. Water at boiling 
temperature diffused in the 
atmosphere
 9. Asserts to be the case
10. Doctor (Spanish)
11. Auction attendee
12. Characterized by unity
13. Soviet Socialist Republic
19. Way to analyze video 
(abbr.)
21. Nonclerical
24. Tree resin
25. The academic world
26. Khoikhoi peoples
27. Infer from data
31. Arrives

32. Apart
34. Takes on cargo
35. Beloved Hollywood 
alien
36. Takes apart
40. Dorm offi cial
41. Secondary or explana-
tory descriptor
45. Relating to wings
47. Speaker
48. Situated in the middle
52. Loop with a running 
knot
53. Alaska nursing group 
(abbr.)
54. Beloveds
56. Establish by law or 
with authority
57. Border river between 
India and Nepal
59. Millisecond
60. Revolutions per minute
61. They __
62. ESPN broadcaster Bob
63. A place to stay

Wallet Hub: Virginia unemployment claims 
are 15.51% Lower Than Pre-COVID Levels

Virginia is having a success-
ful recovery from new unem-
ployment claims with last week’s 
claims lower than in the same 
week in 2019, according to the 
updated rankings of the personal 
fi nance website WalletHub re-
leased Th ursday.

In the rankings of the 50 states 
and the District of Columbia of 
states that have recovered the 
most since last week, Virginia 
ranked ninth. Th e common-
wealth ranked 14th in the rank-
ings of the states and the District 

of Columbia that have recovered 
the most since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Key stats that led to Virginia’s 
high rankings included 1) the de-
crease by 15.51% compared to 
the same week in 2019. Th is was 
the 19th biggest decrease in the 
U.S.; 2) the decrease by 43.26% 
of Virginia’s weekly unemploy-
ment claims compared to the start 
of 2020. Th is was the  21st small-
est decrease in the country; and 3) 
the decrease by 93.60 percent of 
Virginia’s weekly unemployment 

claims compared to the same 
week last year. Th is was the big-
gest decrease in the entire country.

According to WalletHub, there 
are currently 6.3 million Ameri-
cans unemployed due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, but some key 
stats provide a better look at the 
current situation.

Last week, there were 202,000 
new unemployment claims na-
tionwide, which is a lot fewer than 
the 6.1 million during the peak of 
the pandemic (a 97% reduction).

Th e good news is that every 

state had unemployment claims 
last week that were better than the 
same week last year.

Every state had unemploy-
ment claims last week that were 
lower than before the pandemic 
except for Wisconsin, Texas, New 
York, Maine, California, Hawaii, 
Alaska, Kentucky, Indiana, Okla-
homa, Michigan, Utah, Ohio, 
and D.C.

Th e states that fi nished ahead 
of Virginia in WalletHub’s rank-
ing of the states that have recov-
ered the most since last week were 

1) New Hampshire 2) Delaware 
3) Maryland 4) West Virginia 
5) Vermont 6) Rhode Island 7) 
South Dakota and 8) Georgia.

Th e states that fi nished ahead 
of Virginia in WalletHub’s rank-
ings of the states that have recov-
ered the most since the start of the 
pandemic were 1) New Hamp-
shire 2) Pennsylvania 3) Mary-
land 4) Vermont 5) Arkansas 6) 
Delaware 7) Washington 8) Iowa 
9) Georgia 10) Oregon 11) West 
Virginia 12) Nebraska and 13) 
Arizona.

Virginia gas prices fell last week
Average gasoline prices 

in Virginia fell 6.8 cents 
per gallon last week, av-
eraging $4.06/g Monday, 
according to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 4,081 stations 
in Virginia. Prices in 
Virginia are 26.7 cents 
per gallon higher than 
a month ago and stand 

$1.33/g higher than a 
year ago.

According to Gas-
Buddy price reports, 
the cheapest station in 
Virginia was priced at 
$3.53/g Monday while 
the most expensive was 
$5.49/g, a diff erence of 
$1.96/g.

over 150,000 gas stations 
across the country.

“Oil prices fell last 
week as COVID cases in 
China surged, prompt-
ing restrictions on move-
ments and hurting oil 
demand,” said Patrick De 
Haan, head of petroleum 
analysis at GasBuddy.

“Meanwhile, President 
Biden’s announcement 
that the U.S. would be 
releasing 180 million 
barrels from the Strate-
gic Petroleum Reserve 

caused an even further 
decline in oil, leading 
gas prices in nearly all 
areas of the country to 
fall over the last week,” 
said De Haan. “So long 
as oil prices remain un-
der $100 per barrel and 
there’s no escalations in 
Russia’s war on Ukraine, 
we may be poised to see 
gas prices decline again 
this week as the U.S. 
and other countries try 
to raise oil supply to tip 
prices lower.”

GasBuddy is the au-
thoritative voice for 
gas prices and the only 
source for station-level 
data spanning nearly two 
decades. GasBuddy’s sur-
vey updates 288 times 
every day from the most 
diverse list of sources 
covering nearly 150,000 
stations nationwide, the 
most comprehensive and 
up-to-date in the coun-
try. GasBuddy data are 
accessible at http://pric-
es.GasBuddy.com.

Th e national average 
price of gasoline fell 5.4 
cents per gallon in the last 
week, averaging $4.17/g 
Monday. Th e national 
average is up 25.5 cents 
per gallon from a month 
ago and stands $1.31/g 
higher than a year ago, 
according to GasBuddy 
data compiled from more 
than 11 million weekly 
price reports covering 

ing approximately 2.6 miles 
of sound barrier walls along 
northbound I-81, improv-
ing the southbound exit 
137 off -ramp intersection at 
Wildwood Road and add-
ing interchange lighting at 
exits 137, 140 and 141 are 
also included in the project. 
Expected completion in early 
2026. 

I-81 TROUTVILLE 
REST AREA CLOSURE 
- Th e Troutville Rest Area 
located on southbound In-
terstate 81 near mile marker 
158 in Botetourt County 
will be closed from late May 
2022 until early Septem-
ber 2022. Th is project will 
extend the ramp into the 
rest area by 500 feet and the 
ramp out of the rest area by 
2,100 feet. It will also include 
expanding the truck parking 
area at the facility by about 
10-13 spaces. Visitors to the 
rest area may see some pre-
liminary work, such as drain-
age improvements, as early 
as this spring.  However, the 
major construction will begin 
after Memorial Day, and the 
rest area facility, ramps and 
parking lot will be closed to 
the public from late May un-
til early September. Work is 
expected to be completed in 
early fall 2022.

INTERSTATE 81 
LANE WIDENING CON-

STRUCTION EXIT 141 
TO EXIT 143 – A project 
to widen the lanes on I-81 
in Roanoke in both north-
bound and southbound 
directions between Exit 
141 to Exit 143 has been 
underway. All lanes will re-
main open through winter 
with periodic lane closures 
at night as needed. Th e fi nal 
surface paving and markings 
for northbound will resume 
with the next paving season 
in spring 2022. Drivers can 
expect rough pavement. Es-
timated completion date of 
the project is summer 2022.

I-81 PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on 
various routes.  Lane clo-
sures may be in place during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to 
6 a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect possible 
delays.

I-81 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
81. Between mile markers 
138 to 152, right and left 
lane closures will be in place 
northbound and south-
bound during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning. Drivers 
should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays.

I-81 POTHOLE 
PATCHING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will patch pot-
holes along southbound and 
northbound Interstate 81. 
Mobile right and left lane 
closures will be in place and 
moving along northbound 
and southbound lanes dur-
ing nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for moving vehicles 
and equipment. Expect pos-
sible delays.

INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 

WORK OVER WILLIAM-
SON ROAD –On Route 
11 (Williamson Road) driv-
ers can expect intermittent 
and alternating lane closures 
between the intersections 
with Rutherford Avenue and 
Wells Avenue. Intermittent 
daytime and nighttime lane 
closures between the inter-
sections above might be re-
quired, and will be in place 
utilizing fl agging operations. 
Any impacts to I-581 will be 
minimal. Th e project is ex-
pected to be complete in the 
fall of 2022.

LANE CLOSURES:
A left lane closure will 

be in place on northbound 
and southbound I-581 from 
mile marker 0-1, Monday at 
7 a.m. through Wednesday 
at 7 p.m.

A right lane closure will 
be in place on northbound 

and southbound I-581 from 
mile marker 0-1, Th ursday 
at 7 a.m. through Saturday 
at 7 p.m.

A left and center lane 
closure will be in place on 
northbound and south-
bound I-581 from mile 
marker 0-1, Saturday at 5 
p.m. through Sunday at 2 
p.m.   

A right lane closure may 
be in place on Route 11 
northbound between the 
intersections of Rutherford 
Avenue and Wells Avenue 
periodically.

Nighttime left lane clo-
sures for both the north-
bound and southbound 
directions of Route 11 are 
possible between the inter-
sections referenced above.

I-581/220 EXPRESS-
WAY PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on 
various routes.  Lane clo-
sures may be in place during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to 
6 a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect possible 
delays.

I-581/220 LANE & 
RAMP CLOSURES FOR 
PAVING AND MAINTE-
NANCE OPERATIONS 
IN ROANOKE COUN-
TY– Weather permitting, 
crews will be milling and 
paving along Interstate 81. 
Right and left lane closures 
will be in place along north-
bound and southbound 
lanes during nighttime 
hours. Drivers should expect 
possible delays.

I-581 BRIDGE RE-
PAIRS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will repair bridge 
decks on Interstate 581. 
Right, center and left lane 
closures will be in place 
northbound and south-
bound during nighttime 
hours, 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning. Driv-
ers should watch for signs 
and expect possible delays. 
Scheduled traffi  c impacts 
include:

Left or right lane closures 
may be in place on I-581 
northbound from Orange 
Avenue to Valley View Bou-
levard from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

Left or right lane closures 
may be in place on I-581 
from Valley View Boulevard 
to Orange Avenue from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  

Flagging operations may 
be in place on Liberty Road 
NW from Lukens Street NE 
to Hunt Avenue NW from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

INTERSTATE 77 
(CARROLL COUNTY)

I-77 PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will be perform-
ing paving operations along 
Interstate 77 between mile 
marker 24 and 0.  Right and 

left lane closures may be in 
place along northbound and 
southbound lanes during 
nighttime hours, 7 p.m. to 
6 a.m. Drivers should watch 
for moving vehicles and 
equipment. Expect possible 
delays.

I-77 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
77.  Right and left lane 
closures may be in place 
northbound or southbound 
during nighttime hours, 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. the follow-
ing morning. Drivers should 
watch for signs and expect 
possible delays.

Left lane and right lane 
closures will be in place on 
I-77 northbound from mile 
marker 1 to 2.5 from 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m., Sunday through 
Th ursday nights.

I-77 LANE & RAMP 
CLOSURES FOR MAIN-
TENANCE OPERA-
TIONS IN CARROLL 
COUNTY– Weather per-
mitting, crews will be mill-
ing, paving and performing 
maintenance along Interstate 
77. Right and left lane clo-
sures will be in place along 
northbound and south-
bound lanes during night-
time hours. Drivers should 
expect possible delays.

I-77 MOWING, 
BRUSH REMOVAL & 
SHOULDER WORK – 
Weather permitting, crews 
will remove and clear brush 
and work on shoulders and 
slopes along I-77 north-
bound and southbound 
from mile marker 17 to 14 
during nighttime hours, 7 
p.m. to 7 a.m. the following 
morning. A left lane closure 
will be in place. 

ROANOKE CITY
13th STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH 
DETOUR – A project to 
improve a portion of 13th 
Street SE in Roanoke is un-
derway. Located in a resi-
dential neighborhood just 
east of downtown Roanoke, 
this project will improve 
traffi  c fl ow and connectivity 
along 13th Street SE from 
Tazewell Avenue to Norfolk 
Avenue. Th e project entails 
reconstructing about 0.2-
mile of 13th Street as an 
improved, two-lane roadway 
with 10.5-foot-wide travel 
lane and a raised median. 
A new roadway will extend 
13th Street to Norfolk Av-
enue and the intersection 
at 13th Street and Wise Av-
enue will be reconfi gured to 
include a roundabout. Bike 
lanes, sidewalks, crosswalks 
and curb and gutter will also 
be added. Southbound 13th 
Street traffi  c has a detour in 
place using Norfolk Avenue 
onto 12th Street to Taze-
well Avenue. Th is detour 

VDOT from page 3

See VDOT, page 8
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Agriculture and Consumer 
Services, and the Virginia 
Tech Department of Agri-
cultural and Applied Eco-
nomics.

“Last year we exported 
more than $4.1 billion in 
agriculture and forestry 
products, an all-time high 
for the commonwealth,” 
Youngkin said. “In fact, it 
was 28% higher than the 
year before. We are off  to 
an extraordinary start in 
2022.”

Youngkin noted that 
Virginia’s farm and forestry 
industries account for $91 
billion in overall economic 
activity for the state, along 
with 440,000 jobs. Th at 
makes farming a slam-
dunk for his administra-
tion. “Th is is a sector we 
must continue to grow,” he 
said.

Th e governor’s message 

dovetailed with similar pos-
itive news about American 
farm exports. According 
to U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of Agriculture Dr. Jewel 
Bronaugh, farm exports 
boomed last year despite 
shipping delays and other 
pandemic challenges.

“Worldwide exports of 
many U.S. products, in-
cluding soybeans, corn, 
beef, pork, dairy, distillers’ 
grains and dairy all reached 
all-time highs,” Bronaugh 
said. “And so we’re cur-
rently forecasting another 
record year of exports in 
2022, up by more than $10 
billion over the previous 
year.”

Bronaugh praised Vir-
ginia farmers for their role 
in helping America remain 
the most dependable sup-
plier of farm products in 
the world.

“We saw gains in China, 
Mexico, Canada, South 
Korea, the Philippines and 
Columbia, all setting new 
records in those markets,” 
Bronaugh said. “And when 
I think about Virginia’s 
strong agricultural exports, 
like soybeans, soybean oil, 
wood products, tobacco, 
just to name a few. Virginia 
really supports this eff ort 
we’re really doing” to boost 
farm exports.

Looking ahead, Bro-
naugh noted that U.S. farm 
exports to Southeast Asia 
have grown to 10% of all 
sales over the past decade. 
And with population ex-
pected to boom in Africa in 
the next few years, she said, 
farmers and agribusinesses 
should turn their sights to 
those markets.

In pre-recorded remarks 
to the conference, Virginia 

Farm Bureau Federation 
President Wayne F. Pryor 
noted that the Offi  ce of 
the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive’s 2022 annual report to 
Congress put an emphasis 
on expanding ag exports. 
“Th e Trade Policy Agenda 
also acknowledges the 
profound importance of 
maintaining a U.S.-China 
trade relationship,” Pryor 
said. “And it recognizes that 
our respective countries 
can fl ourish as both trade 
partners and competitors. 
It also asserts that any com-
petition must be fair.

“For Virginia ag trade 
to remain viable and prof-
itable, we need a global 
system that enforces envi-
ronmental standards and 
ensures that regulations are 
predictable and science-
based,” Pryor said.

LewisGale Medical Center 
Names New Chief Nursing Officer

 LewisGale Medical 
Center has hired Amy 
Woods as chief nursing 
offi  cer for the 506-bed 
acute-care medical and 
surgical facility.

Woods began her ca-
reer as an operating room 
staff  nurse at LewisGale 
Hospital Montgomery 
and progressed forward 
in leadership roles in-
cluding director of surgi-
cal services and assistant 
chief nursing offi  cer be-

fore being hired Tuesday 
as LewisGale’s chief nurs-
ing offi  cer.

“We are excited to wel-
come Amy back to Lew-
isGale Medical Center,” 
said Lance Jones, Lew-
isGale Regional Health 
System market president. 
“Her success in employee 
recruitment and reten-
tion, increasing patient 
satisfaction, and positive 
impact on overall qual-
ity results will continue 

to ensure our community 
and our patients have 
the best care available to 
them whenever they need 
us,” 

Woods is active in the 
community and current-
ly serves on the New Riv-
er Valley Task Force and 
the New River Commu-
nity College Foundation 
Board. She also serves 
on the Galen College of 
Nursing doctor of nurs-
ing practice curriculum 

development committee 
and the New River Com-
munity College Nursing 
advisory council.

Originally from 
Blacksburg, Woods 
earned her Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing from 
Radford University, her 
Master of Science in 
Nursing from the Re-
search College of Nurs-
ing, and her Doctor of 
Nursing Practice (DNP) 
from Radford University.

Amy Woods returns to LewisGale Medical Center as 
the chief nursing officer

Virginia farm exports set all-time record at $4.1+ billion
RICHMOND – If Vir-

ginia farmers were playing 
in a basketball tournament, 
they’d be a top-seeded 
team. Th at’s according to 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin, a 
basketball fan and self-
proclaimed “enthusiastic, 
fully-energized chief mar-
keting offi  cer” for Virginia 
agriculture.

“We’re here to win, and 
to take Virginia agriculture 
to the next level,” Young-
kin told participants at the 
14th Annual Virginia Gov-
ernor’s Conference on Ag-
ricultural Trade on March 
29. Th e annual conference 
is co-sponsored by Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federation, 
the Virginia Department of 

Sharks and rays are one 
of the most ancient verte-
brate groups, as well as one 
of the most endangered. 

Researchers still know 
very little about many 
shark and ray species 
and the environments in 
which they live, particu-
larly rare species and those 
that dwell in remote areas, 
where resources and capac-
ity for conducting study 
and monitoring are scarce.

To address these knowl-
edge gaps, Francesco Fer-
retti, an assistant professor 
in the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
in Virginia Tech’s College 
of Natural Resources and 
Environment, polled an 
international team of sci-
entists and practitioners to 
take a pulse of the great-
est issues that are present 
in shark research, marine 
conservation, and fi sheries 
science.

“In science, it is very 
important to know things. 
But it is even more impor-
tant to understand what 
you don’t know. If you are 
able to do that, then you 
can focus your eff orts more 

eff ectively in that direc-
tion,” said Ferretti, who is 
an affi  liate of the Center 
for Coastal Studies and 
the Global Change Center, 
both of which are housed 
in the Fralin Life Sciences 
Institute. “In our review, 
we found that key op-
portunities for addressing 
these threats and conserv-
ing these crucially impor-
tant animals come from 
technological advances, 
international coordination 
of research and action, and 
multi-stakeholder collabo-
ration.”

Th eir review was pub-
lished in Endangered Spe-
cies Research.

Ferretti and his col-
leagues selected 20 of the 
most pressing topics in re-
search and conservation of 
shark and ray populations. 
Th e issues ranged from 
their ecology to the threats 
they face and management 
and conservation actions 
that need to be taken.

A total of 47 experts 
from 35 institutions and 
13 countries came together 
to off er their current un-
derstandings, knowledge 

gaps, and what is, in their 
opinion, the way forward.

“Sharks and rays are an 
amazing group of animals 
that occupy all oceanic 
and coastal ecosystems of 
our planet,” said Fiorenza 
Micheli, co-director of 
Stanford Center for Ocean 
Solutions and co-author of 
the study. “Th is extraordi-
nary diversity and key eco-
logical functions and ser-
vices are at risk from many 
pressures — overexploita-
tion, pollution, habitat 
loss, and climate change.”

Th e importance of 
sharks and rays in coastal 
marine ecosystems cannot 
be overstated. Th ese ani-
mals are the top predators 
in the food chain, and they 
are able to infl uence the 
abundance of prey popula-
tions, shape the structure 
and function of marine 
communities and food 
webs, and bridge distant 
ecosystems together.

Unfortunately, these 
animals are particularly 
vulnerable to exploitation 
because of two reasons: 
their patterns of survival 
— such as late maturation 

Taking pulse: Researcher addresses knowledge gaps in shark and ray research
and low off spring num-
bers — and widespread 
exposure to human-caused 
pressures.

“We have learned a 
great deal about some of 
the larger and more char-
ismatic shark species and 
in many parts of the world 
have established eff ective 
ongoing monitoring pro-
grams,” said Salvador Jor-
gensen, a marine ecologist 
and researcher at the Uni-
versity of California, Santa 
Cruz, and a lead author 
on the study. “While we 
build on those successes, it 
is imperative that we also 
shift our focus to lesser-
known but equally impor-
tant shark and ray species, 
transfering lessons learned 
to remote habitats and rare 
species that have escaped 
scientifi c study but not the 
increasing pressures of hu-
man impact.” 

To help solve this issue 
of data scarcity, Ferretti’s 

lab is leveraging our fas-
cination with sharks and 
infatuation with social me-
dia.

Ferretti’s lab is using a 
new and intriguing piece 
of technology called shark-
Pulse to help solve the scar-
city of shark data. Th is is a 
crowdsourcing platform 
supported by seed funding 
from the Global Change 
Center able to transform 
all images or media found 
on social networks of shark 
occurrences into data that 
can be used for analysis.

Th e lab is tapping into 
social media platforms 
such as Facebook, Twit-
ter, Instagram, and Flickr. 
Additionally, sharkPulse 
allows citizen scientists 
to share their own images 
from their mobile phones 
and validate the streams of 
data that are coming from 
the social media platforms.

With permission of 
citizen scientists and access 

to their geolocation infor-
mation and timestamps, 
researchers will be able to 
conduct habitat modeling 
analysis, perform trend 
and distribution analyses, 
and plan more targeted 
fi eld investigations.

“By understanding 
more sharks, we can also 
mitigate the risk of inter-
acting with these sharks 
because we know seasons 
where they are active and 
the seasons when they are 
absent,” said Ferretti. “You 
don’t go in the northern 
part of California and 
surf in November, because 
that’s a hot spot for white 
sharks. If you want to re-
duce your risk, go down 
to Southern California, 
where there are younger 
sharks and smaller sharks 
with lower risk for them 
to interact in an injurious 
way.”

By Kendall Daniels

A Caribbean reef shark in the Bahamas. Photo courtesy of Brendan Shea.
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ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Wednesday, April 20th @ 4 PM

Commercial Business for Sale
2753 Peppers Ferry Road, Christiansburg, VA 24073

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact Broker/Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at
 540-239-2585 or email Gallimore.matt@gmail.com

This property is known as Bell Oil Company and consists of 2 tax parcels to-
taling .618 ac. Great location with high visibility on Highway 114 between 
Fairlawn and Christiansburg VA across from Massie Mobile Home Park which 
has over 100 homes. The location is great for heating oil and gas delivery, 
which is what Bell Oil Company did. Could also be a great location for a con-
venience store/gas station, or meat processing operation. Zoned General 
Business. 1,500 sq. ft. brick building with full 1,500 sq. ft. basement with out-
side entry. Built in 1950, remodeled in 1995 and has 3 phase power. New oil 
furnace for heat and central air conditioning, public water and  private septic 
system.  12x26 walk-in cooler.

There are 3 buried fi berglass fuel tanks currently empty on property. DEQ ap-
proved and documented in bidder’s pack. The 10,000-gallon tank with green 
lid contained Off  Road Diesel or Dyed Heating Oil. The 6,000-gallon tank with 
brown lid contained Dyed Kerosene. The 2,000-gallon tank located at front 
corner of property contained Highway Diesel.  Also two above ground Amer-
igas propane tanks. These tanks were leased from Amerigas and could be 
continued by new owner. The canopy/shelter over the 10,000- and 6,000-gal-
lon tanks is 22’x32’.

Previews – Thursday April 7th @ 4 PM 
& Saturday April 16th @ 11 AM

Launch event to highlight VT 
center’s outreach to refugees, 
migrants, and other displaced people

On April 8, the Center for Refugee, Mi-
grant, and Displacement Studies at Virginia 
Tech will hold an offi  cial launch celebration 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m on VT’s Upper Quad. 
Th e previously planned event was delayed by 
the pandemic.

“Th is event is an opportunity to highlight 
the important work students, faculty mem-
bers, and community members are already 
doing to address issues of mobility, reloca-
tion, and displacement,” said Katrina Powell, 
director of the center and a professor in the 
Department of English.

To complement the offi  cial launch, the 
center has kicked off  a crowdfunding cam-
paign that will continue until April 24. Pro-
ceeds will fund experiential-learning oppor-
tunities for students working with refugees 
and migrants.

Th e April 8 celebration will include music 
by Virginia Tech’s Itraab Arabic Music En-
semble and a poetry reading by Somali-Brit-
ish poet Warsan Shire. Th e fi rst 100 attend-
ees will receive a copy of Shire’s latest poetry 
collection, “Bless the Daughter Raised by a 
Voice in Her Head.” Th e co-founders of Eli-
misha Kakuma will be in attendance, as will 
the founder of Kanere News, Qaabata Boru, 
among other special guests. A reception will 
follow the event.

Since its founding in late 2020, the center 
has strived to provide community resources 
for displaced families and individuals arriv-
ing in the region. Th e center also works to 
better understand displacement on global 
and local scales through humanistic and in-
terdisciplinary research.

Th e center provides several opportuni-
ties for student involvement. Its “In Place” 
podcast, for example, shines a light on dis-
placed people in Virginia. Meanwhile, the 
student-led Coalition for Refugee Resettle-
ment fosters relationships between students 
and the refugee community, and the college 
preparatory program Elimisha Kakuma of-
fers tutoring for refugees. Th e center’s digital 
series, “Roots & Resettlement,” provides a 
multimodal outlet to share writing, art, and 

compositions about displacement, resettle-
ment, place, and belonging.

Deepa Gajulapalli, a senior majoring in 
human development and minoring in stra-
tegic communication and political science, 
said the center has changed her perception 
that refugees are placed only in large cities.

“If you look into the recent Afghan refu-
gee crisis, and where these refugees are going, 
it’s not necessarily cities,” she said. “It’s usu-
ally rural areas, and it’s hard to imagine com-
ing from a diff erent country and then going 
somewhere with little diversity, that doesn’t 
have the same people or culture, and where 
you don’t know the language.”

Aside from Powell, the center’s other 
founders include Brett Shadle, chair of the 
Department of History and the center’s asso-
ciate director of outreach; Rebecca Hester, an 
assistant professor in the Department of Sci-
ence, Technology, and Society and the cen-
ter’s associate director of education; Georgeta 
Pourchot, coordinator of the Virginia Tech 
International Refugee Research Project and 
the center’s associate director of international 
initiatives; and Katherine Randall, the cen-
ter’s fi rst graduate research assistant who now 
works with Church World Service.  

Powell said the center, which is interdis-
ciplinary in nature, brings together years of 
faculty research, including that of the Inter-
national Refugee Research Project, which 
Pourchot launched in 2016. Pourchot is 
now associate director of Virginia Tech’s 
Center for European Union, Transatlantic, 
and Trans-European Space Studies.

Powell said the 2017 federal travel ban 
that barred certain refugees and family 
members from entering the U.S. — and 
the community-welcoming events the uni-
versity held in its aftermath — solidifi ed the 
founders’ decision to create a center benefi t-
ing students, faculty, and the community. 
Th e center regularly collaborates with the 
Blacksburg Refugee Partnership, as well as 
the Virginia Consortium for Refugee, Mi-
grant, and Displacement Studies, which it 
now administers. 

Collage courtesy of Rachel Lin Weaver and the Alaska Native Village of Belkofski.

OBITUARIES
Jones, Deloris ‘Darlene’ 

Deloris ‘Darlene’ Jones departed this 
life to join her heavenly Father on March 
31, 2022.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Henry and Ida Marie Underwood; 
and siblings, Anna Underwood Palmer, 
Judy Underwood Kenneth Underwood, 
Billy Underwood, and Roger Underwood.

She leaves to cherish her memory her 
husband of 56 years, Carl Jones; a son, 
Mike Wheeling; a stepson, Darrell Jones 

(Shelby); a very special granddaughter, 
Mattie Wheeling; and siblings Ray Under-
wood (Jo), Melvin Underwood (Bertha), 
Freddie Underwood, and Dana Under-
wood.

Visitation was held Monday, April 4, 
2022, at Roselawn Memorial Gardens, 
Christiansburg, followed by graveside ser-
vices.

Arrangements with Horne Funeral 
Home & Crematory 540-382-2612.

Mitchell, Rachel Jones 
Rachel Jones Mitchell, 

55, of Dublin, was taken 
home to Heaven on Mon-
day, March 21, 2022.

She was taken too 
quickly and has left all who 
knew and loved her griev-
ing and missing her daily.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Lar-
ry and Arrietta Jones; her 
husband, Curtis Wayne 
Mitchell; and her brother, 
Neil Jones. 

She leaves behind her daughter, Sa-
mantha Mitchell; a son and daughter-in-
law, Kyle and Jamie Mitchell; a grand-
daughter, Harley Mitchell; a sister and 
brother-in-law, Dona and Alan Lawson;a  
brother, Vincent Jones; nieces Chasity 
Rupe, Kayla Lawson, Christina Mitchell, 
and Lynn Bain; nephews Vincent Jones, 
Jr., Dustin Bain and his fi ancé, Jocelyn 

St. Clair; and many other 
great-nieces and great-
nephews. She also leaves 
behind many cousins and 
other extended family 
members.

Th e family received 
friends on Tuesday, April 
5, 2022, at the Tower of 
Refuge Church in Dub-
lin. Memorial services fol-
lowed with Pastor Stacey 
Cope offi  ciating. 

In lieu of fl owers, please 
consider making a donation to the Tower 
of Refuge Church or the National Center 
for Victims of Crime in Rachel’s honor. 

A special thank-you goes out to Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory for han-
dling the cremation.

Th e Mitchell family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Walters, Lottie 
Clarabelle Cook

Lottie Clarabelle Cook 
Walters passed from this 
life peacefully at her home 
in Blacksburg on Sunday, 
April 3, 2022, following a 
brief illness. She was 93. 

She loved and cherished 
her family. She loved life 
and had a wonderful ap-
preciation for what God 
has given us. She will be 
truly missed by her daugh-
ters, Shirley Hylton (Jer-
ry), Sandra Smith, Kathy 
Dowdy (Mike), Carol Early (Wayne); her 
son, Curtis “Buddy” Cook (Patsy) and 
her daughter-in-law, Carol Tickle Wal-
ters. In addition to her children she leaves 
to cherish her memory 13 grandchildren, 
22 great-grandchildren and fi ve great-
great-grandchildren plus many nieces and 
nephews.

She was predeceased by her husband, 
Frank Elbert Walters; her parents, Harry 
and Laura Kanode Cook; a son, Frank 
Steven “Steve” Walters; a grandson, Tony 
Curtis Cook, a sister, Evelyn Cook Davis; 
and her brothers, Haven Cook, Kenneth 
Cook, Guy Cook, Andy Cook, Herman 

Cook, Ophus Cook, and 
James Cook.

A celebration of life ser-
vice will be held on Th urs-
day, April 7, 2022, at 1:00 
p.m. at Blacksburg First 
Wesleyan Church, 1406 
Giles Road, Blacksburg, 
offi  ciated by Pastor John 
Hopkins and Pastor Jerry 
Hylton. Th e family will 
receive friends from noon 
until service time prior to 
the service.  Interment will 

follow in Roselawn Memorial Gardens, 
Christiansburg. 

Th e family sends a sincere thank-you 
to the members of the Christiansburg 
Rescue Squad, the staff  at LewisGale 
Hospital-Montgomery, the staff  at Caril-
ion Roanoke Memorial Hospital, and the 
staff  at Intrepid Healthcare services Hos-
pice. Th ey provided the best care possible, 
and the family will be forever grateful.  In 
lieu of fl owers, please make donation to 
Intrepid Healthcare Services Hospice, 
101 West Main St., Radford, VA 24141.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Concert from page 1

they arrived on campus 
that the concert had 
become an impromptu 
benefit. Several Radford 
faculty members were 
on the last leg of a re-
cruitment tour through 
North Carolina and Vir-
ginia with other faculty 
members when the war 
broke out.

Trent said he was hon-
ored to be a part of the 
benefit and pleased that 
he could contribute.

“The feeling was pow-
erful,” Trent said, noting 
the moment he walked 
on stage to perform a 
solo guitar piece.

“I felt an emotional 
swell that I am sure im-
pacted my performance 
in a positive way.”

Professor Dayl Bur-
nett, D.M.A., also 
performed that night. 
His first piece, “Reflec-
tive Mood,” by Sammy 
Nestico, paired him on 

trombone with Professor 
Wayne Gallops, Ph.D., 
on piano.

The selection was 
chosen well before the 
concert, but while rum-
maging through a bag of 
blue and yellow ribbons 
for his lapel, he consid-
ered the title’s signifi-
cance. Burnett thought 
he might invite the au-
dience to reflect on the 
hardships Ukrainians 
were enduring and the 
good fortune of living in 
the United States.

But he didn’t. He 
couldn’t.

“I thought I should 
say something,” Burnett 
said, “but it was too 
emotional. I would have 
gotten choked up and 
would never have made 
it through the piece. I 
thought I should just 
let the music heal what-
ever wounds people were 
feeling.”

Assistant Professor 
Matthew Cataldi, D.M., 
also performed with the 
Radford group.

“It’s still relatively 
‘new’ to be out playing 
music for people again,” 
he said, “so there’s a 
heightened sense of ap-
preciation from audienc-
es who are just grateful 
to not be stuck behind a 
screen anymore.”

However, the Ukraine 
situation made that feel-
ing even more precious 
for everyone involved, 
from the performers to 
the audience.

“You can sense it just 
walking into a place 
where they genuine-
ly care about music,” 
Cataldi said, noting the 
audience’s gratitude for 
the moment.

Sean Kotz
Radford University

Send community 

news and photos to 

communitynews@ourvalley.org
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ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Thursday April 28th at 4 PM

Commercial Investment Property for Sale in Montgomery County VA!

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005  •  VaAuctionPro.com

Lic# 2907004059

Contact  Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585;  Gallimore.matt@gmail.com; 
or Doug Weddle, 540-239-0757; dougweddlerealtor@gmail.com

You have the opportunity to purchase two commercial investment properties in Montgomery County 
VA! There are 2 off erings available for purchase. Bidders wanting to purchase both off erings will need 
to be the high bidder on both off erings. Online Auction will have a “soft close” where bidding on both 
off erings is extended 2 minutes if a bid on either off ering occurs.

Off ering # 1 - 3983 South Main Street, Blacksburg VA 24060

This is where Drive Away Car Dealership business offi  ce is located. House on 1.04 acres built in 1960 & 
later converted into an offi  ce. The upper level has 2,052 Square Feet with multiple offi  ces, lobby, wait-
ing room & bathroom. Basement has kitchen & storage areas with 1,516 sq. ft. There are 2 heat pumps, 
1 heat pump for each level.  There is a storage building behind main building. The 6,150 Square Foot 
Metal Building on adjacent property (Off ering # 2) slightly encroaches on this property. 

 Off ering # 2 - Building Only - 3395 North Franklin Street Christiansburg, VA 24073

This off ering is for the 6,150 square foot Metal Service Building Only. The building is located on land 
owned by Norfolk Southern. The building is owned by Mark A. Cole Inc. DBA Drive Away Cars which has 
long term lease of $2,000 per month with Norfolk and Southern. Norfolk and Southern has agreed to 
transfer lease to high bidder / purchaser of building. A copy of the lease can be provided upon request. 
Purchaser of building can have option of continuing lease with Norfolk and Southern and leave build-
ing or move building. If purchaser desires to remove building from Norfolk and Southern Land, they 
will be responsible for due diligence, permits, licenses, and insurance required if any to move building 
once purchased. Building slightly encroaches on adjoining property (Off ering # 1).
Building has 2 oil furnaces, two 1,000 gallon oil tanks, & two air compressors that will convey with 
building. 8 Bays and 6,150 sq. ft. Has bathroom, shop area & large work areas. Currently being used as 
an auto servicing business. Tools and equipment in building do not convey with building. Building has 
town water and private septic.
Great location with very good commercial visibility on Highway 460 between Christiansburg and 
Blacksburg VA. Adjoins Meade Tractor Company and very close to New River Valley Mall, Wal-Mart, 
Lowes, multiple restaurants / shops, Virginia Tech, & Downtown Blacksburg.

Preview Dates – Saturday April 9th @ 11 AM 
& Friday April 15th @ 4 PM

Terms:  10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money 
Deposit of $10,000 per tract required on day of sale. Close in 60 days. Subject to seller confi rmation.  
Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due dili-
gence. Download Bidder Pack at VaAuctionPro.com

Off ering # 1 - House on 1.04 acres 
3983 South Main Street, Blacksburg VA 24060

Off ering # 2 - Building Only 
3395 North Franklin Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073

Volunteer tutors needed to help adults 
increase English language skills 

Literacy Volunteers 
of the New River Val-
ley (LVNRV) will hold 
a tutor information ses-
sion on Tuesday, April 12 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in 
Christiansburg.

Th e session is for adult 
volunteers interested in 
helping local adults im-
prove literacy and lan-
guage skills for increased 
independence and better 
employment. Approxi-
mately 24,000 local adults 
struggle with reading in 
English.

Tutoring, which is one-
to-one or small group, 

takes place at New River 
Valley-wide public lo-
cations, or remotely, at 
times that are convenient 
to both the tutor and the 
adult learner. Volunteer 
tutors are asked to make 
a minimum of a one-year 
commitment and meet 
with their students 1 to 3 
hours per week.

Volunteers receive 
training and support, and 
no previous teaching ex-
perience is required.  Vol-
unteers who speak Span-
ish are especially being 
sought.

LVNRV, a United Way 

partner agency, provides 
free tutoring in reading, 
writing, math, English 
for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL), basic 
computer skills, and assis-
tance preparing for exams, 
such as the GED and US 
Citizenship test, to help 
adults in the New River 
Valley achieve their litera-
cy-related goals.

To register or for more 
information, please visit 
www.lvnrv.org, call (540) 
392-7262, or email info@
lvnrv.org. Literacy Volunteers of the NRV will hold a tutor information session on Tuesday, 

April 12, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m The session is for adult volunteers interested in 
helping the approximately 24,000 local adults who struggle with reading in English.

Next GiveLocalNRV nonprofit listening session set for April 21 via Zoom
Th e next GiveLocalNRV 

nonprofi t listening session 
will take place via Zoom on 
Th ursday, April 21 at 9 a.m.

Th e day’s focus will include 
strategies from nonprofi ts 
that worked well in 2021. 

Th e session’s panelists 
will include Beth Lohman, 
Friends of the Huckleberry 
Trail; Andi Golusky, NRV 
CARES; Kim Bowman, 
Agape Center; and Elli Tra-
vis, Downtown Christians-
burg, Inc.

Th e session will also have 
updates on 2022 grants and 
prizes and a new staff  contact 
at the Community Founda-

tion NRV (CFNRV) offi  ces.
Th e ninth annual Give-

LocalNRV giving day will be 
held on June 22, and registra-
tion is now open.

Th e fi rst 70 organizations 
to register for GiveLocalNRV 
will receive two free t-shirts 
for their organization. Th ose 
who register will be asked 
their shirt size, and T-shirts 
will be available for pick-up 
at the CFNRV offi  ce in June. 
Additional T-shirts will be 
sold for $10 each to those 
who want more than two 
shirts or who are not one of 
the fi rst 70 organizations to 
register.

The next GiveLocalNRV listening session on Thursday, April 21, at 9 a.m. will focus on strategies from 
nonprofits that worked well in 2021.

Brooklyn is bonded with 
her sister Maya and must 
go to the same home. 
Brooklyn tends to be a little 
more shy and reserved but 
once she finds a favorite 
human, she opens up. She 
has shown that she enjoys 
being petted and given 
attention.

PETS OF THE WEEK

Send community 
news and photos to 
communitynews@

ourvalley.org

Maya is a curious gal and is a little more outgoing 
towards meeting people. She enjoys nuzzling against 
just about anything and finding her way to a hand that 
will give her head and chin scratches. Maya is bonded 
with her sister Brooklyn and must go to the same home.

Belle Heth Elementa-
ry (3rd – 6th): 8:15 a.m. 
tardy bell; 2:25 p.m. 
dismissal bell (Doors 
open at 7:45 a.m.)

Dalton Intermedi-
ate (7th – 8th): 8 a.m. 
tardy bell – 3 p.m.; dis-
missal bell (Doors open 
at 7:30 a.m.)

Radford High School 
(9th – 12th): 8 a.m. 
tardy bell; 3 p.m. dis-
missal bell (Doors open 
at 7:30 a.m.)

“Radford City Pub-
lic Schools are hope-
ful these times will not 
change,” the announce-
ment reads.  “However, 
the division is currently 
studying transportation 
for the next school year 
and may have to alter 
the start and end times 

depending on the num-
ber of students riding 
the school bus to and 
from school and the 
necessary route changes.

“Every effort was 
made to accommodate 
staff survey results, 
community survey re-
sults, state mandates, 
and a variety of other 
needs/wants. RCPS 
feels that these efforts 
have resulted in a well-
thought-out 2022-2023 
school calendar.”

The proposed calen-
dar can be accessed at 
www.rcps.org on the 
home page by clicking 
the title: 2022-2023 
PROPOSED CALEN-
DAR.

Heather Bell

Calendar from page 1

Send community 

news and photos to 

communitynews@ourvalley.org
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STATEWIDE ADSSTATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

EVENTS/COIN SHOW

CHARLOTTESVILLE COIN, 
CURRENCY & STAMP SHOW. 
Free Admission! Elks Lodge #389. 
389 Elk Drive Charlottesville, VA. 
Saturday, April 16th. 9am-5pm. 
Contact Jackie Dean (540) 832-
0024, Debomb14@aol.com.  
HYPERLINK “http://www.monticel-
locoinclub.org” www.monticelloco-
inclub.org.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 

STATEWIDE ADS

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

LIVESTOCK SALES

The Virginia Beef Expo is April 
13-16th 2022, at Rockingham 
Co. Fairgrounds.  Enjoy Cattle 
Sales, Industry Trade Show & 
Youth Events. Learn more at  
HYPERLINK “http://www.va-
beefexpo.com” www.vabeefex-
po.com

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you  ll 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 

Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
potential candidates. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.

com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medi-
cal exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.info/
vapress” www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

ADVERTISE!

will be in place throughout the 
duration of this project. Signs will 
be posted to designate the detour 
route. Northbound 13th Street 
will remain open to traffi  c. Flag-
gers may be possible and the speed 
limit through the work zone is 25 
mph. Th e project is expected to be 
completed in summer 2023.

ROANOKE COUNTY
ROUTE 628 CULVERT RE-

PLACEMENT – Beginning April 
11, 2022, Route 628 (Greenridge 
Road) will undergo a culvert re-
placement located .25 miles east 
of the road’s entrance from Route 
780 (Cove Road). Single lane clo-
sures will be in place at both work 
sites and will be maintained utiliz-
ing temporary traffi  c signals. Lane 
closures on Route 628 are expected 
to begin on May 5 and be in place 
through July 31. Expected comple-
tion is October 2022. 

PENN FOREST BOULE-
VARD CLOSURE - A short sec-
tion of Route 687 (Penn Forest 
Boulevard) in Roanoke County 
is closed on weekdays to through 
traffi  c due to road work to remove 
trees and improve drainage. Penn 
Forest Boulevard will be closed 
between Route 800 (Chaparral 
Drive) and Route 795 (Bernard 
Drive) from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 
Drivers will need to use alternate 
routes such as Chaparral Drive or 
Route 904 (Starkey Road) around 
the closure. Motorists can still ac-
cess the businesses along Penn 
Forest Boulevard by entering from 
Chaparral Drive, Starkey Road and 
Bernard Drive. Message boards are 
currently in place to alert drivers to 
the upcoming closure. Expected 
completion at the end of April 
2022.

ROUTE 760 (DIUGUIDS 
LANE) BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT & DETOUR – A project 
to replace the Route 760 (Diu-
guids Lane) bridge over the Roa-
noke River has been rescheduled. 
Th e 45-day detour is now expected 
to go in place in late July. Th e road 
closure and detour are being re-
scheduled due to a delay with fab-
ricating the pre-stressed concrete 
beams needed to construct the new 
bridge. Th e bridge is located at the 

Salem city limits near Route 760’s 
intersection with Route 639 (West 
Riverside Drive). Typical work 
hours are expected to be Monday 
through Saturday during daytime 
hours with occasional work on 
Sunday. Signs will be posted two 
weeks in advance of the road clo-
sure. Drivers will use Mill Lane or 
West Riverside Drive to detour and 
return to Diuguids Lane. Flagging 
operations may be in place periodi-
cally and occasional night work is 
possible. Drivers can expect short-
term lane closures with fl aggers 
controlling traffi  c on West River-
side Drive periodically. Access to 
Green Hill Park, private entrances 
and businesses will be maintained 
at all times. Completion is expect-
ed summer 2022.

ROUTE 220 SLOPE RE-
PAIRS IN ROANOKE COUN-
TY NEAR CROSSBOW CIR-
CLE INTERSECTION – Work 
to repair a slope along southbound 
Route 220 just south of its inter-
section with Route 1290 (Cross-
bow Circle) in Roanoke County 
has begun. Heavy rains in recent 
years have caused debris and soil 
along this slope to move. Drivers 
can expect short-term lane closures 
with fl aggers directing traffi  c on 
Crossbow Circle when construc-
tion equipment is being moved 
into the site. A shoulder closure 
along southbound Route 220 will 
be installed in the months ahead 
as work progresses. Weather per-
mitting, the project is expected to 
be completed by the end of April 
2022.

ROUTE 11 NORTH 
(ROUTE 460 EAST) WEST 
MAIN STREET SIDEWALK 
PROJECT – Sidewalk installation 
is complete. Other pedestrian im-
provements and lighting on Route 
11 North (Route 460 East) are 
still underway. Th e location begins 
0.012 mile east of the intersection 
with Technology Drive and will ex-
tend to the intersection with Route 
643 (Garman Ave/Alleghany 
Drive).  Lane closures and fl agging 
operations are possible, Monday 
through Friday between 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. with limited closures allowed 
after 6 p.m.   Expected completion 
is by the end of April 2022.

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY 
CLOSURE – Th e Blue Ridge 
Parkway will be repairing slope fail-
ures. Detour signs to detour traffi  c 
around the Bent Mountain section 
of the Parkway will be in place. 
Traffi  c will be rerouted to Route 
220 south to Route 419 north to 
Route 221 south. Traffi  c traveling 
north on the Parkway would be 
reversed. Th e detour is expected to 
be in place through spring 2022.

ROUTE 221 ROAD UTIL-
ITY WORK – MMI will be in-
stalling fi ber optic along Route 221 
from the Roanoke County line to 
Clover Hill Road and along Clover 
Hill Road during daytime hours, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through 
Friday and 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on 
Saturdays. Motorists should expect 
shoulder or lane closures for travel 
in both directions. Intermittent full 
closures of the highway will be re-
quired for periods lasting no longer 
than 15 minutes.

BEDFORD COUNTY
ROUTE 460 S-CURVE RE-

ALIGNMENT – Work has be-
gun to realign 1.4 miles of the 
eastbound lanes of Route 460 in 
Bedford County near Montvale, 
about eight miles west of Bedford 
and approximately 2.3 miles east 
of Montvale. Westbound Route 
460 is reduced to one lane. Drivers 
can expect the speed limit in both 
directions of Route 460 to be re-
duced to 45 mph in the work zone. 
In addition, there will be alternat-
ing long-term, single lane closures 
on westbound and eastbound 
Route 460.  Message boards will be 
posted to alert drivers of upcom-
ing lane closures and traffi  c pattern 
changes. Completion is expected 
in Summer 2022.

TRAFFIC SWITCH: A new 
traffi  c pattern is in place on Route 
460 near Montvale as crews con-
tinue working on the road im-
provement project. Route 460 
eastbound traffi  c will be shifted 
into the newly constructed outside 
eastbound lane to improve safety 
by permanently eliminating the 
“S” curves in the area.  Route 460 
Westbound traffi  c will continue to 
be reduced to one lane with a me-
dian barrier in place. 

In addition, the Route 726 
(Wilkerson Mill Road) intersection 
with eastbound Route 460 will also 
be closed.  Drivers on Wilkerson 
Mill Road will be detoured to use 
Route 692 (Quarterwood Road) 
to access eastbound or westbound 
Route 460. Th is change will aff ect 
Misty Ridge residents.

ROUTE 808 CLOSURE - A 
section of Route 808 (Island Creek 
Road) is closed to install a concrete 
slab and repair substructure of 
the bridge over Island Creek. Th is 
structure is located 1.20 miles from 
Route 712 (Angel Place) and 1.20 
miles from Route 714 (Falling 
Creek Road) on Route 808 (Island 
Creek Road). Th e road is sched-
uled to be completed on April 8 at 
5 p.m.

ROUTE 749 CLOSURE - Ef-
fective April 12, 2022 at 8 a.m., 
a section of Route 749 (Meador 
Spur Road) will be closed to install 
a concrete slab. Th is structure is 
located 1.90 miles north of Route 
655 (Diamond Hill Road) and 
1.50 miles south of Route 608 (Al-
tice Road). Th e road is scheduled 
to be completed on April 14 at 4 
p.m.

ROUTE 655 INTERSEC-
TION AND SAFETY IM-
PROVEMENTS – Construction 
is underway to improve the inter-
section and shoulders began on 
Route 655 and various locations 
from 0.91 mile north of the Route 
653 and 655 (Goodview Road and 
Route 616 (Horseshoe Bend Road) 
to 0.038 mile north of the Route 
655 (Good View Road) and Route 
616 (Horseshoe Bend Road). Flag-
ging operations at the intersection 
of Goodview Road and Horseshoe 
Bend will be in place during the 
week and work hours of 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Th e expected completion 
date is September 2022.

ROUTE 715 BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT – A bridge replace-
ment project over Norfolk South-
ern Railroad has closed Route 
715 (Lowry Road). Th e bridge is 
located 0.085 mile south of Nor-
folk Southern Railroad to 0.048 
mile north of Norfolk Southern 
Railroad on Route 715. Message 
boards will alert drivers. Th is re-
placement will change the current 

single lane steel and wooden bridge 
to a two-lane concrete bridge. A 
detour is in place. Travelers will use 
Route 671 (Timber Ridge Road) 
to Route 221 (Forrest Road). Th e 
detour will remain in place until 
project completion which is sched-
uled for Fall 2022.

ROUTE 122 UTILITY 
WORK - MMI will be installing 
fi ber optic along 122 from the 
Franklin County line to the Town 
of Bedford line and Route 460 
eastbound from the Town of Bed-
ford to Alum Springs Road. Th is 
work will be ongoing. Motorists 
should expect shoulder or lane clo-
sures for travel in both directions. 
Intermittent slow rolls will be re-
quired for periods lasting no longer 
than 15 minutes.

ROUTE 619 CULVERT RE-
PLACEMENT – On or about 
April 18, crews will replace a cul-
vert on Route 619 with a road 
closure in place operated by tem-
porary signals through August 26, 
not to exceed 90 days. A fl agging 
operation will be used as needed 
on Route 619 from Route 1460 
to Route 839 during the hours 
of 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Expected comple-
tion is September 2022.   

ROUTE 622 BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT – Work to replace 
the bridge over the Norfolk South-
ern Railway on Route 622 (Everett 
Road) is underway. Th e bridge is 
closed. Th e closure is located 0.48 
mile north of Route 1329 (West 
Crossing Drive) and 1.06 miles 
south of Route 646 (Gladden Cir-
cle). Since work is over the railway, 
strict requirements require work be 
stopped for passage of trains dur-
ing work hours for safety purposes. 
A signed detour will be in place. 
Drivers traveling from the south 
end of the bridge will use Route 
811 (Th omas Jeff erson Road) to 
Route 221 South (Forest Road) 
to Route 646 (Gladden Circle) to 
Route 622 (Everett Road) Driv-
ers traveling north will use Route 
646 (Gladden Circle) to Route 
221 North (Forest Road) to Route 
811 (Th omas Jeff erson Road) back 
to Route 622 (Everett Road). Th e 
road is scheduled to be closed until 
May 2022.

VDOT from page 4
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EXPENDITURES: FY 2023
FY 2022 Advertised Increase

GENERAL GOVERNMENT: Budget Budget (Decrease)

          Subtotal: 53,774,822$               58,347,124$                4,572,302$                         

Law Library 17,600$                      17,600$                       -$                                        

SCHOOLS:

        Subtotal: 128,813,860$             133,273,491$              4,459,631$                         

County Capital 3,580,645$                 3,644,973$                  64,328$                              

Debt Service 24,722,725$               24,722,725$                -$                                        

Economic Development 380,000$                    380,000$                     -$                                        

COUNTY TOTAL 211,289,652$             220,385,913$              9,096,261$                         

RESOURCES: FY 2022 FY 2023 Increase
Budget Advertised Budget (Decrease)

REVENUE:
General Undesignated Revenue:

     Total Undesignated Revenue

     Total Designated Revenue

     Total Fund Balance
TOTAL RESOURCES 211,289,652$             220,385,913$              9,096,261$                         

L E G A L N O T I C E
County of Montgomery, Virginia
Synopsis of Advertised Budget

for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023
This budget synopsis is prepared and published pursuant to Section 15.2-2506 of Code of Virginia, for 
information and  scal planning purposes only.
A hearing will be held by the Board of Supervisors on April 7, 2022 at 6:15 P.M. at the County Govern-
ment Center Board Room, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg, Virginia at which time any citizen of the 
County shall have the opportunity to attend and state his or her views on the advertised budget.
A copy of the Advertised Budget is available for inspection at the County Government Center, in the 
County Administrator’s Of  ce, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg; the Blacksburg Library, 200 Miller 
St., Blacksburg; the Christiansburg Library, 125 Sheltman St., Christiansburg; the Meadowbrook Library, 
267 Alleghany Springs Road, Shawsville; the Blacksburg Community Center, 725 Patrick Henry Dr., 
Blacksburg; the Christiansburg Recreation Center, 1600 N. Franklin St., Christiansburg; the Blacksburg 
Municipal Building, in the Town Manager’s Of  ce, 300 S. Main St., Blacksburg; and the Christiansburg
Town Hall, in the Town Manager’s Of  ce, 100 E. Main St., Christiansburg.

(1) Real Estate Tax Rate based on $0.89 per $100 of Assessed Valuation.
Personal Property Tax Rate Based on $2.55 per $100 Assessed Valuation.
By Order of the Board of Supervisors:
F. Craig Meadows, County Administrator
County of Montgomery, Virginia

Auctions

Commercial Lender

Come join the Summit team!

Cemetery Plots & 
Monuments

For Sale - Firewood

For Sale - Misc

Wanted - To Buy

Help Wanted - 
General

Services - 
Business

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - City of 
Salem

ADVERTISE!
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER
Riley Fox, Loan Officer
NMLS# 2310076

540-314-1966
rfox@cfmortgagecorp.com
www.cfmortgagecorp.com/Riley-Fox

NMLS# 147312

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

GOOD SELECTION OF RIMS!   COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
213 Draper Rd. NW,  Downtown Blacksburg      

   

WE BUY USED VINYL RECORDS 
We pay top dollar for good classic rock vinyl records

WE BUY CAMERAS
We buy 35 mm and medium format cameras

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com
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Radford Sports

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF RADFORD, VIRGINIA

TAX LEVIES FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2022 AND F.Y. 2022-2023 BUDGET

Pursuant to Section 58.1-3007 of the Code of Virginia, notice is hereby given that a public hearing is 
scheduled for 7:00 P.M. April 11, 2022 on the proposed Tax Rates for Calendar Year 2022. Interest 
parties are invited to attend the public hearing and present their views.  The hearing will be held in the 
Council Chambers located at 10 Robertson Street.

FURTHER, notice is given that the Council’s intention to propose no increases in the following tax 
levies for Calendar year 2021:

 1. Real Property tax levy remains at $0.84 per one $100.00 of assessed value.

 2. Machinery and tools tax levy remains at $1.76 per $100.00 of assessed value.
      
 3. Tangible personal property as listed and speci  ed in Subsections 3 through 13 of 
  Section 58.1-3503A, Code of Virginia, 1950 as amended, remains at $2.44 per $100.00 
  of assessed value.

 4. Tangible personal property as listed and speci  ed in Subsections 15 through 19 of 
  Section 58.1-3503A, Code of Virginia 1950 As Amended, remains at $1.76 per 
  $100.00 of assessed value.

Notice is also given that the City Council of Radford City scheduled a public hearing for 7:00 P.M. or 
as soon thereafter, April 12, 2022 on the Advertised Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget in the amount of 
$66,999,753. The hearing will be held in the Council Chambers located at 10 Robertson Street.
 
The following is a synopsis of the 2022-2023 Budgets:

Notice is also given that the City Council of Radford City will hear comments on the Radford City 
School Board Budget in the amount of $33,896,048.

The Summary is as Follows:

A copy of the document is available for review in the City Manager’s of  ce, the Radford Public 
Library, and on the City’s website at www.radfordva.gov.  

BY THE ORDER OF RADFORD CITY COUNCIL

Nothing but net: Looking back at Hokies’ season
What transpired over the 

course of the 2021-22 Vir-
ginia Tech men’s basketball 
season was nothing short of 
remarkable. It’s the kind of 
stuff  people watch ESPN 
documentaries on. Consider 
this, a team in the ACC cel-
lar as of Jan. 26, mounted 
a run for the ages that cul-
minated with maroon and 
orange confetti falling amid 
a bunch of jubilant Hok-
ies who capped off  one of 
the most historic fi nishes to 
a season in ACC history by 
winning the ACC champi-
onship.

As Hokie head coach 
Mike Young stood atop a 
ladder inside the Barclays 
Center emphatically swing-
ing the net around and 
around, he had once again 
returned to the pinnacle of 
his conference. Th is time, it 
wasn’t in the Southern Con-
ference, which he won fi ve 
times. No, this title was ac-
complished in the Atlantic 
Coast Conference by win-
ning four games in four days 
that included taking down 
the top three seeds on con-
secutive days. Th e last win 
came against the all-time 
winningest coach in the 
sport’s history.

We know the fi nal des-
tination, but let’s look back 
and appreciate the jour-
ney that got the Hokies to 
Brooklyn and becoming 
‘forever champions.’

Tech opened the 2021-
22 season against the Maine 
Black Bears, and for the fi rst 
time since the COVID-19 
pandemic began, Cassell 
Coliseum was rocking with 
over 6,000 fans in atten-
dance. Justyn Mutts and 
David N’Guessan combined 
for 30 points as the Hokies 
shot 53% en route to an 82-
47 blowout win.

Th e very next day, Tech 
was on a bus bound for An-
napolis where the team faced 

Navy on Nov. 12 as part of 
the Veterans Classic. On 
Nov. 11, the Hokies took 
part in a tour of the Naval 
Academy, followed by prac-
tice and a team dinner on 
base.

Tech moved to 2-0 on 
the season by picking up a 
key road win at Navy, which 
was coming off  a season-
opening upset over Virginia. 
Playing in his home state, 
Keve Aluma dropped in 20 
points while Hunter Cattoor 
chipped in 19 to pace the 
Hokies to a 77-57 victory.

Facing a quick turn-
around, Tech next geared 
up for its New River Show-
down with Radford, which 
was led by Mike Young’s 
former assistant at Woff ord, 
Darris Nichols. Th e Hokies 
held the Highlanders to 39 
points, the fewest they al-
lowed all season, on their way 
to a 65-39 decision. Mutts 
provided the highlight of 
the non-conference slate by 
throwing down a lob from 
Storm Murphy that landed 
as No. 1 on SportsCenter’s 
Top-10 plays.

Th e win was the start 
to a 3-0 week for Tech, 
which earned the program’s 
1,500th win against Merri-
mack on Nov. 21.

Following an 0-2 trip 
to Brooklyn for the NIT 
Season Tip-Off   where the 
Hokies dropped matchups 
to then-No. 9 Memphis 
and then-No. 25 Xavier, the 
Hokies bounced back in a 
big way with a 62-58 win at 
Maryland as part of the Big 
Ten/ACC Challenge.

Tech fi nished with an 8-3 
non-conference record, cul-
minating with a resounding 
86-49 win over preseason 
Atlantic-10 Conference fa-
vorite St. Bonaventure in 
the Basketball Hall of Fame 
Shootout in Charlotte. Cat-
toor erupted for 21 points 
– a career high at the time 

PHOTO BY VT ATHLETICS
Virginia Tech basketball coach Mike Young cuts down the net after winning this 
year’s ACC tournament.

second triple-double in Vir-
ginia Tech history by chart-
ing 12 points, 14 rebounds 
and 11 assists. Keve Aluma 
added 20 points to lift Tech 
to the 71-59 win.

Headed into Big Monday 
with UVA, the Hokies were 
15-10, 7-7 in the ACC. On 
the other hand, Virginia 
entered with a 16-9 overall 
record, including a 10-5 led-
ger in league play. Th e Hok-
ies held off  Virginia, 62-53, 
to secure their sixth straight 
win and a half-point in the 
Commonwealth Clash, pre-
sented by Smithfi eld.

Th at win streak was 
snapped by North Carolina 
on Feb. 19, but the Hokies 
rallied with three more wins 
punctuated with a 3-point 
dagger by Darius Maddox 
with 12 seconds remaining 
to propel Tech past Miami 
(Fla.), 71-70, in Coral Ga-
bles.

Th e Hokies then entered 
as the No. 7 seed for the 
ACC Tournament. Despite 
limping into the tourna-

ment following a 63-59 set-
back at Clemson in the reg-
ular-season fi nale, Tech got 
the opportunity to atone for 
that loss in the second round 
of the ACC tourney against 
the 10th-seeded Tigers.

Th e Hokies led by 14 
points early in the second 
half before the bottom fell 
out and nothing seemed to 
be going Tech’s way. Trailing 
75-73 and having to go the 
length of the court with six 
seconds left, Darius Mad-
dox received the inbounds 
pass, drove up court, made 
his way to the left wing and 
drilled the game-winning 
shot as the horn sounded. 
Tech 76, Clemson 75.

Tech then matched up 
with No.-2 seed Notre 
Dame in the quarterfi nals. 
Th e Hokies had fi ve players 
score in double fi gures, led 
by Keve Aluma’s 20 points, 
to down the Fighting Irish, 
87-80.

Making its fi rst semifi nal 
appearance since 2011, Tech 
had to go up against third-

seeded UNC, which went 
2-0 vs. the Hokies during 
the regular season. Maddox 
led all scorers in the semifi -
nals, dropping in a career-
high 20 points to punch 
Tech’s ticket into the ACC 
championship game for the 
fi rst time in program history 
against Duke.

Cattoor saved his best 
performance of the season 
for last, ringing the bell for 
a career-high 31 points on 
7-of-9 shooting from long 
range on his way to MVP 
honors in the ACC title tilt. 

Tech led for over 30 min-
utes of the game. When the 
fi nal horn had sounded, the 
maroon and orange con-
fetti had fallen, and “Enter 
Sandman” had resonated 
throughout Barclays Center, 
the words coach Mike Young 
had uttered in late January 
were validated: “Th is thing’s 
going to turn. And when it 
does, it’s going to be some-
thing beautiful.” Final score: 
Virginia Tech 82, Duke 67.

Beautiful, indeed.

– on 5 for 5 shooting from 
beyond the arc. He earned 
MVP honors following the 
game.

Tech then faced an uphill 
climb, dropping its fi rst four 
games of the ACC slate for 
the fi rst time since the 2014-
15 season. Th e Hokies had to 
postpone their games against 
North Carolina and Pitt for 
health and safety reasons.

At 8-7 overall, 0-4 in 
the ACC, Tech got back on 
track against Notre Dame. A 
strong second half ignited by 
Nahiem Alleyne (22 points) 
and Justyn Mutts (24 points) 
spurred the Hokies to a 79-
73 win over the Fighting 
Irish.

After a 62-59 road win 
over NC State, though, Tech 
suff ered three consecutive 
setbacks to drop to 10-10 
overall and 2-7 in the confer-
ence.

Th e turnaround started 
on Jan. 29 at Florida State 
where Hunter Cattoor and 
Sean Pedulla put on a clinic 
en route to a resounding 
85-72 victory over the Semi-
noles. 

An Orlando, Fla., 
native,Catoor lit up the 
scoreboard from beyond the 
arc, tying the single-game 
program record for 3-point-
ers made with nine. His 
9-for-11 performance from 
downtown fueled the junior 
to 27 points and the Hok-
ies to their fi rst win in Tal-
lahassee since Feb. 24, 1990. 
Complementing Cattoor’s 
eff ort was freshman Sean 
Pedulla, who dialed up a sea-
son-high 20 points on 6-of-7 
shooting from 3.

Th at win launched a 
six-game win streak for the 
Hokies highlighted by wins 
over Syracuse and Virginia at 
home. Against the Orange, 
Justyn Mutts recorded the 

Tragedy strikes 
close to home

A motor accident with 
pedestrian injuries caught 
our attention this past 
week without many peo-
ple knowing the connec-
tion.

A car in Williamsburg 
struck a group of Milligan 
University cross-country 
runners as they ran along 
a roadway, killing one and 
injuring several others. 

20-year-old Eli Cramer 
was killed in the crash. 
Th e others were treated 
for injuries at a nearby 
medical facility.

Cramer was a sopho-
more business adminis-
tration major from Mur-
freesboro who set two of 
the school’s all-time best 
times in the cross-country 
eight-kilometer and the 
indoor 5,000 meters.

He was part of three 
Appalachian Athletic 
Conference champion-
ship teams and was a 
two-time national quali-
fi er in outdoor and indoor 
track in 2021 and 2022. 
Cramer was also part of 
the NAIA team national 
championships.

Injured in the incident 
were Eric Spaulding of 
Christiansburg, a mem-
ber of the men’s team 
at the Tennessee school, 
and Katlyn Dominy of 
Auburn High School, a 
member of the girls’ team.

Milligan identifi ed the 
two other runners struck 

by the car as seniors Alex 
Mortimer and Eli Baldy.

In a press conference 
Friday, Milligan offi  cials 
said Baldy was treated for 
leg and foot injuries and 
released from the hospital 
on Th ursday. Mortimer, 
meanwhile, suff ered life-
threatening injuries and 
underwent surgery. He 
has injuries to his shoul-
der and hips and a bro-
ken fi bula. He also  has 
bruised lungs and a con-
cussion.

Milligan offi  cials said 
Mortimer is stable and is 
expected to make a full 
recovery.

According to the 
Virginia State Police, 
26-year-old Jose Efrain 
Hernandez Mancia 
of Williamsburg was 
charged in the incident. 

He was charged with 
driving under the influ-
ence, DUI-involuntary 
manslaughter, felony 
hit-and-run, reckless 
driving, DUI-maiming 
and DUI refusal to sub-
mit a breath or blood 
sample.

Our hearts and minds 
go out to the Milligan 
family and two of our 
own local athletes.

A m t r id nt ith

From the 
Sidelines

Marty 
Gordon
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Eastern Montgomery’s Ayden Gravely breaks up a Grayson County pass during a 
Friday evening home match in the Mustangs’ 6-3 win. The first-year team is 3-2 
overall on the season.

Eastern Montgomery’s Alec Elkins controls a header near mid-field against Grayson 
County.

Eastern Montgomery boys pick up 6-3 win over Grayson

Soe Aung works the ball down the field for the Mustang offense against Grayson 
County.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
Eastern Montgomery’s Talan Bruce winds up for a shot as Grayson County’s Gerardo 
Reyes defends. Bruce scored two goals in quick succession right before halftime 
to give the Mustangs a 5-1 lead at the break.

Virginia Tech’s men’s rowing team carries the boat ashore after winning the 
Waterfield Regatta Saturday, April 2.

VT teams win Waterfi eld 
rowing Regatta

Virginia Tech fans  watch the races from the shore.
US Coast Guard Auxiliary New River Valley Flotilla 83 operations officer Mike 
Hoffman stands watch from a distance on the Waterfield Regatta.

The April 2 Waterfield rowing Re-
gatta was won by both the Virginia 
Tech men’s varsity team, an eight-row-
er boat,  and the Virginia Tech wom-
en’s varsity team, also an eight-rower 
boat. The Hokies won the overall 
points for the regatta and took home 

the Waterfield Cup. NC State, Liberty, 
James Madison University, and Chris-
topher Newport University were also 
in the competition. The Coast Guard 
Auxiliary stood at the ready for the 
protection of the rowers. There were 
no incidents.
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