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McHarg Elementary School expansion

dﬂﬂ’ renovation nears com

Heather Bell
hbell@ourvalley.org

RADFORD - When school
starts for the 2022-23 school
year, the City of Radford’s
youngest students will once
again have a school to call their
own, as the expansion and
renovation project at McHarg
Elementary School is nearing
completion.

According to Radford City
Schools Superintendent Robert
Graham, the estimated com-
pletion date for the project is
around May 5, leaving plenty
of time for classrooms to be
outfitted and finishing touches
to be completed before school
starts in August. The ground-
breaking ceremony for the proj-
ect was held Nov. 18, 2020 on
the $16.7 million project and
it has taken a bit longer than
expected. The COVID-19 pan-
demic affected supply chains,
significantly altering the time-
line. Graham said he is glad to
be seeing the finish line.

“As hard as it has been to
start and begin to finish this
project during a pandemic, it
is going to be a very special
place for our students, staff and
school community members,”
said Graham.

Graham lists his top five

letion
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The new gymnasium is one of the highlights of the newly expanded and
renovated McHarg Elementary School. The project is expected to be

substantially complete by May 5.

most exciting features of the
new school as:

1. The new gymnasium.

2. The new kindergarten
classrooms area.

3. The new second grade
classroom area.

4. The new library and
STEAM  (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, the Arts and
Mathematics) room area.

5. The newly renovated 21st
Century classrooms.

“I am also excited for our
community as the McHarg
sleigh riding hill is now steeper

than it was before the project
started,” he added. “Bring on
the snow!”

The completion of McHarg
School, which serves grades
Pre-K through second, also
means Belle Heth Elementary
School students, who are in
grades third through sixth, get
their campus back to them-
selves. Fifth and sixth grade
classrooms have been utilizing
mobile classroom units for the
past two school years to make
enough classroom space for all
the grade levels.

Radford University graduate programs recognized

in U.S. News & World Report rankings

Several of Radford University’s
graduate programs have been rec-
ognized by U.S. News & World Re-
port with its 2023 U.S. News Best
Graduate Schools rankings.

The Radford University gradu-
ate programs included in the 2023
ranking are the Doctor of Nurs-
ing Practice (D.N.P); the Master
of Science in Nursing (M.S.N.),
including the Family Nurse Prac-
titioner and Nursing Administra-
tion programs offered at Radford
University Carilion; Psychology,
including the Clinical-Counseling
Psychology (M.A., M.S.), Experi-
mental Psychology (M.A.), Indus-
trial-Organizational ~ Psychology
(M.A., M.S.), School Psychology
(Ed.S.), and Counseling (Psy.D.)
programs; Master of Social Work
(M.S.W.); and Part-Time Master of
Business Administration (M.B.A.).

“We are incredibly proud that
Radford University continues to be
recognized nationally as one of the
leading destinations for students
seeking to build upon their knowl-
edge and expand the possibilities in
their careers,” said Radford Univer-
sity Interim President Carolyn R.
Lepre, Ph.D.

Radford University serves ap-
proximately 10,000 students with
diverse academic offerings on the
graduate level, including 28 mas-
ter’s programs in 23 disciplines
and six doctoral programs at the
graduate level, as well as 14 post-
baccalaureate certificates and one
post-master’s certificate.

At each level and in every pro-
gram, the university is focused on
student empowerment and success
while maintaining a keen focus on
teaching, research, and service.

“The faculty and staff of these
programs are committed to deliver-
ing academic excellence and help-
ing Highlanders reach new levels of
personal and professional success.
This  recognition acknowledges
both their contributions and the
impact on our student’s success,’
Lepre said.

By collecting graduate school
data annually, U.S. News & World
Report is able to present the most
current figures on enrollment, job
placement, faculty, and other criti-
cal quality indicators that help pro-
spective students make informed
decisions.

To learn more about the U.S.
News & World Report rankings
and methodology, visit www.us-
news.com/best-graduate-schools.

Mark Lambert
Radford University

Virginia Tech’s Big Event a big

help for Glencoe Mansion
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On Saturday, April
9, a group of engi-
neering students from
Virginia Tech partici-
pating with The Big
Event, the school’s day
of service to the com-
munity, gave of their
time to help Glencoe
Mansion,  Museum,
and Gallery. The stu-
dents helped with
the daunting task of
cleaning the museum’s
enormous window. In
the process they also
learned about the his-
tory of the area.
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The solar panel field at Carilion New River Valley

Medical Center is generating energy for the hospital
and revenue from excess power.

Solar panel field at

Carilion NRV Medical
Center generates energy

and revenue

Carilion New River
Valley Medical Center’s
(CNRV)  4,000-panel
solar tracking system is
now bringing earnings
in addition to energy
savings to the Carilion
system.

This March, Sara
Wohlford,  Efficiency
and Sustainability di-
rector for Carilion,
and Scott Blankenship,
CNRV Facilities direc-
tor, were presented with
a check for $105,644,
for the sale of Solar Re-
newable Energy Cred-
its from Secure Fu-
tures LLC at an event
highlighting Carilion’s
commitment to the ad-
vancement of sustain-
ability policies.

“The solar array at
CNRV  continues to
produce energy above
projected capacity,” said
Blankenship. “In addi-
tion to reducing our de-
mand for electric power
from the grid and lower-
ing the hospital’s energy
bills, we will use the
funds generated from
the sale of the SRECs to
reinvest in sustainabili-
ty projects such as LED
lighting upgrades.”

SREC credits are
given out based on
how much energy is
produced; one SREC
is generated for every
megawatt-hour (MWh)
or 1,000 kilowatt-hours
(kWh) of solar electric-
ity that a solar panel
system  produces. So
far, CNRV has earned a
total of $113,633 from
the sales of SRECs and
has reduced Carilion’s
carbon dioxide emis-
sions by 5,368 metric
tons.

“We’re happy to have
worked with Carilion
Clinic to build and op-
erate the CNRV solar
array,” said Anthony
Smith, president of Se-
cure Futures. “Selling
the Solar Renewable
Energy Credits lowers
Carilion’s cost of power,

and hosting a solar en-
ergy system that sends
clean power onto the
electric grid for other
utility customers to use
is proof of Carilion’s
commitment to serve its
communities.”

Carilion  purchases
services from Staunton-
based solar company
Secure Futures, LLC,
which finances, owns,
operates, and maintains
the array. The panels,
which first became op-
erational in Dec. 2017,
were installed on farm-
land adjacent to the
hospital. The property
is actively maintained
by a local sheep farmer
and his herd, which
helps increase the eco-
nomic output of the
land while eliminating
the use of gasoline and
fossil fuels to mow the
area.

In total, the system
is anticipated to gener-
ate an estimated $1.5
million in savings over
20 years and to signifi-
cantly reduce the facil-
ity’s carbon footprint.
The project was sup-
ported by The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture
with a $500,000 grant
from the Rural Energy
for America Program. It
also contributed to Car-
ilion’s Efficiency and
Sustainability Program,
winning a 2019 Gov-
ernor’s Environmental
Excellence Award. The
award recognizes in-
novative projects with
significant environ-
mental  contributions
in four categories: sus-
tainability program,
environmental project,
land conservation, and
implementation of the
Virginia Outdoors Plan.

“We are so excited
about our investment in
solar energy,” said Nan-
cy Howell Agee, Caril-
ion president and CEO.
“It reduces operational

See Solar Panels, page 2

News Brief:

Blacksburg police

investigate shooting

On Saturday, April 16,
2022 at 1:48 a.m. Blacks-
burg police responded to
the report of shots fired
in the 300 block of Hunt
Club Drive, Blacksburg.

A victim in the shoot-
ing suffered a gunshot
wound and was treated
and released from a local
hospital. Officers empha-
size no immediate threat
to the community exists

while suspects remain at
large. An active investiga-
tion continues.

Anyone with informa-
tion about this case is en-
couraged to contact the
Blacksburg Police Depart-
ment at (540) 443-1400
or to remain anonymous
by calling the Blacksburg
Police Tip Line at (540)
961-1819 or by emailing
ciu@blacksburg.gov.
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Now through April 22:

Montgomery Chamber Best Places to
Work Survey

Virginia Tech’s Center for Economic
and Community Engagement and the
Montgomery County Chamber of Com-
merce are asking businesses to participate
in the annual Best Places to Work survey.
Chamber membership is not required,
and the survey is open to all businesses
in Montgomery County. The survey has
two components, one for the employer
and the other for employees. The top 20
Best Places to Work will be announced
on May 18 at the Leadership in Changing
Times and Best Places to Work Confer-
ence. This survey will be open only un-
til April 22. For more information, visit
heeps://bit.ly/lcbestplaces22. Contact
marketing@montgomerycc.org with any
questions.

Now through April 23:

Blacksburg Fire Hydrant Flushing NE
Quadrant

The Town of Blacksburg will be flush-
ing fire hydrants in the Northeast Quad-
rant of town through April 23. Hydrant
flushing can cause temporary pressure
fluctuations and discolored water. These
conditions will subside after the flushing
is complete. For more information, call

540-443-1300.

Now through April 30:

Free prom dresses

By appointment only at the Meadow-
brook Public Library, which has prom
dresses of all sizes available for free to
anyone in Montgomery County, Floyd
County, and throughout the New River
Valley. Call (540) 268-1964 to make an
appointment to try on and choose a free
prom dress.

Now through May 7:

Blacksburg Parks & Rec Toddler and
Children Art Classes

Art & More for 2’s S1

For 2-year-olds, 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. at
the Parks and Recreation administrative
offices. Fee is $42 for residents, $52 for
non-residents. This class will introduce
toddlers to art in a semi-structured set-
ting. The classes will consist of a variety of
art projects, story time, and songs. Parent
participation is required.

Art Smart S1

For three- and four-year olds at the
Blacksburg Parks & Recreation adminis-
trative offices from 11 a.m. until noon.
Fee is $42 for residents, $52 for non-
residents.

Toddlers will be exposed to different
media while learning how to use colors,
shapes, patterns, and sizes. They will be
encouraged to use imagination, expres-
sion, and communication through art.
The emphasis will be on fun and social
interaction.

Register online at www.blacksburg.
gov/recreation, by phone 540-443-1140
or 540-443-1100, or in person at any
Blacksburg Parks and Recreation facility.

Wednesday, April 20:

Loops group

At the Blacksburg Library; 2 p.m. At-
tendees can bring their projects and join
the library’s loops group for community
and conversation. Everyone is welcome.

Art Club: Recycled art

At the Christiansburg Library; 2 p.m.
Participants will create a unique art piece
out of recycled materials. For ages 8 and
up. Registration is required.

MFRL Library Board of Trustees
meeting

The Montgomery-Floyd Regional Li-
brary Board of Trustees will meet at 7
p.m. at the Blacksburg Library.

Free GED classes with NRCC

At the Radford Public Library; 9 a.m.
to noon. Free GED prep classes offered
by New River Community College in
the library’s community room. Call (540)
674-3682 for additional information.

Thursday, April 21:

“Still Upright and Headed Down-
stream” author’s talk

At the Radford Public Library; 7 to
8 p.m. Author John Lane is an emeritus
professor who taught creative writing and
environmental studies at Wofford Col-
lege. As an avid kayaker, he has written
often about water and rivers. He will visit
the library to discuss his new collection of
poetry and prose, written over thirty-five
years, about kayaking, rivers, and river

people.

Talking About Books: “The Code
Breaker”

At the Christiansburg Library; 11 a.m.
To be discussed this month is “The Code
Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing,
and the Future of the Human Race” by
Walter Isaacson, in-person and virtually.

Early birders with New River Land
Trust

At the Blacksburg Library; 4:30 p.m.
Join the New River Land Trust for a bird
scavenger hunt and other bird-related ac-
tivities,

Peep Houses

At the Christiansburg Library; 4:30
p.m. Build a cozy graham cracker home
for littdle marshmallow Peeps. Registra-
tion is required. All ages.

Saturday, April 23:

Spring children’s consignment sale

Blacksburg United Methodist Church
(BUMC) will hold its semi-annual con-
signment sale of children’s items at the
Whisner Building of the main church
campus, 111 Church St. from 9 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. Families can get great deals on
gently used kids’ clothes and shoes, toys,
books, games, movies, baby gear and ac-
cessories, sports equipment, maternity
clothing, and more. Many items are like
new (some are even brand new). Some
items will be half price between 12:30
and 1:30 p.m. Proceeds will benefit local
charities. Due to contact with young chil-
dren, masks will be required.

Bingo for All Ages

At the Meadowbrook Public Library;
1 p.m. An afternoon of free bingo with
a variety of prizes at the library. For all
ages and registration is required as space

RADFORD

2

NEews JourNAL
\ «

‘ N One Year. . Yearly Print & Digital Yearly Print Only Subscription
Digital Subscription Subscription $45.00 Radford  $54.00 Virginia
$29.00 $72.00 $58.00 Out of State

Subscribe online at radfordnewsjournal.com or mail to address below

| SUBSCRIPTION TO RADFORD NEWS JOURNAL

Serving Radford Since 1884

2

| Name:
| Address:

| City:

State:

Zip:

I Telephone:

Check Enclosed or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to: Circulation Department, RADFORD NEWS JOURNAL,
PO. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724.

-
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

is limited.

Craft Supply Swap

At the Blacksburg Library; 2 p.m.
Bring items in to swap with other crafters.
The event is free and is open to everyone.
All leftovers will go to benefit library craft
programs and the Creative Reuse Center.

Sunday, April 24:

Chess Club

At the Blacksburg Library; 3 p.m. Ages
8 and up are welcome to come sharpen
their chess skills. Supplies will be provid-
ed. All skill levels are welcome.

Monday, April 25 through
Wednesday, April 27:

Lifeguard instructor training

The Christiansburg Aquatic Center
will offer lifeguard instructor training
April 25-27. The schedule for Monday,
April 25, is 8 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. The
schedule for Tuesday, April 26, is 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m., and the schedule for Wednes-
day, April 27, is 8 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
The fee for the course is $300. Persons in-
terested in taking the course should con-
tact Caroline Ratkus at cratkus@chris-
tiansburg.org.

Tuesday, April 26:

Radford University guitar ensemble
concert

“African Influences” at the Davis Per-
formance Hall in the Covington Center
on Radford University’s campus; 7:30
p-m. Free and open to the public.

Thursday, April 28:

IBLA grand prize performance con-
cert

At the Davis Performance Hall in the
Covington Center on Radford Univer-
sity’s Campus; 7:30 p.m. Free and open
to the public.

Thursday, April 28, and
Friday, April 29:

“Dancing on the Edge”

In the Bondurant Auditorium on
Radford University’s Campus; 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Adults $7; Children $3.50; Stu-
dents with RU ID admitted free. For
tickets, visit www.radfordactivities.com

or call 540-831-5420.

Saturday, April 30:

American Business Women’s Associa-
tion April Luncheon Meeting

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Holiday
Inn Christiansburg-Blacksburg. 99 Brad-
ley Dr. Christiansburg. Cost is $14.25
Instead of hearing from a guest speaker
this month, the association will use its
time together to get to know one another
better. RSVP by contacting Terri Welch
at christiansburg@wineanddesign.com.

“Dancing on the Edge”

In the Bondurant Auditorium on Rad-
ford University’s campus; 2 p.m. Tickets:
Adults $7; Children $3.50; RU students
admitted free with ID.. For tickets visit
www.radfordactivities.com or call 540-

831-5420.

Healthy Kids Day

From 10 a.m. untl 3 p.m. on the field
and tennis courts between Cassell Coli-
seum and the YMCA Lancaster House on
Washington St. SW in Blacksburg.

The YMCA at Virginia Tech will cele-
brate Healthy Kids Day, a national initia-
tive to improve the health and well-being
of kids. Healthy Kids Day is a free “sum-
mer kick-oft” event consisting of music,
games, healthy snacks, crafts, and educa-
tional activities for families. Local orga-
nizations will also be promoting various
summer programs and activities that are

perfect for kids.

Thursday, May 5:

Virginia Tech Forest Landowner Ex-
travaganza

The College of Natural Resources
and Environment and the Department
of Forest Resources and Environmental
Conservation will host the first-ever For-
est Landowner Extravaganza from 12:30
to 5 p.m. The program begins with a ca-
tered lunch with speakers.

After lunch, participants can choose
from five opportunities. Transportation
to off-campus sites will be provided. They
are Preparing for Generation NEXT
Legacy Planning (workshop); Tree Iden-
tification and Forest Ecology at Pandapas
Pond (walking tour); Agroforestry Op-
tions at Catawba Sustainability Center
(walking tour); Tour of Virginia Tech’s
Urban Forest (walking tour); or Ongoing
Research and Innovations in Forest Prod-
ucts (workshop).

The extravaganza takes place concur-
rently with the Virginia Forestry Summit
at the Inn at Virginia Tech May 3-5. The
cost is $10 for summit attendees, $15
for others. Questions? Contact Jennifer
Gagnon at 540-231-6391 or jgagnon@
vt.edu.

American Legion Meeting

American  Legion, Harvey-Howe-
Carper Post 30 will meet at 7 p.m. at
the VFW Post Home on 102 Watts St.
in Radford. For further information, call

540-250-2283 or 540-239-9864.

Tuesday, May 10:

Sons of Confederate Veterans Meeting

The Sons of Confederate Veterans,
Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 1784 will
meet at 7 p.m. at Aly’s Italian Family Res-
taurant on 3204 Riner Road. Members
of the United Daughters of the Confed-
eracy (UDC) are invited to attend. Camp
member James Evans will give a talk on
the “CSS Hunley.” For further informa-
tion, call 540-320-4315 or 540-239-
9864.

Thursday, May 12:

River City Quilt Guild

The River City Quilt Guild meets the
second Thursday of each month at 9:30
a.m. at Grove United Methodist Church,
1020 Tyler Ave., in Radford. All skill
levels of quilters are welcome. For more
information, call Anna Handy, 540 320
7791.

Free GED classes with NRCC

At the Radford Public Library; 9 a.m.
to noon. Free GED prep classes offered
by New River Community College in
the library’s community room. Call (540)
674-3682 for additional information.
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expenses, producing savings that will
ultimately help to reduce health care
costs for our community. Hosting a
solar array on our campus also makes
clean energy available to other util-
ity customers, which helps everybody
benefit from solar power.”

At the time of the array’s activation,
CNRV was the first hospital in the

= 7

state to utilize a single-axis solar track-
ing system. The system allows panels
to tile from east to west throughout
the day, following the journey of the
sun to maximize efficiency. This inno-
vative technology has allowed CNRV
to produce 7,574,917 kWh of elec-
tricity, the equivalent electricity used
to power 975 homes for one year.
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Agape to expand food bank
operations in Christianshurg

The Agape Food Bank
has served over 1,700
people here in the New
River Valley in the past
two years and expects
the number to steadily
increase this year. In
anticipation of the new
number, the group has
purchased the former
Montgomery  County
Public Schools Facility
location at 1175 Cam-
bria Street.

The school system
moved its operations to
the former Christians-
burg Middle School site,
thus placing it on the
market earlier this year.

Kim Bowman is the
Director of the NRV
Center. “We decided
to purchase the school

property because of its
ideal location. Also,
there’s enough space to
expand our current ser-
vices now and still have
room for future growth,”
she said.

The group had been
operating out of a rent-
ed space at New River
Fellowship for the past
two years and will now
go from 9,500 sq. ft to
right under 30,000.

Agape NRV is one of
four centers in Virgin-
ia, owned by the Agape
Center Corporation in
Moneta, Virginia. The
down payment on the
property was funded
by the corporation, but
much more needs to be
done.

As much as 40 per-
cent of the local funding
is provided by member
church. Currently, 10
churches are a part of the
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NRV facility, but Bow- [ _.‘ .

man said a large reno- |5

vation to the Cambria |=—

Street location will need
additional monies. Ap-
proximately  $500,000
will have to be raised.

us to bring all our cur-
rent services together in
one location,” said Bow-
man. “In addition to our
food and diaper pan-
tries, we will also have
a clothing store, a furni-
ture store, a household
department and even
a gift department for
Christmas and birthday

programs.”
She said one of the
things the agency is

most excited about is the
addition of an intense
11-week program called
“Getting Ahead Class,”
which is designed to lift
people out of poverty.
“It will also help them

Christianshurg police seek
suspect wanted in connection
with vehicle reported stolen

The  Christiansburg
Police Department con-
tinues its search for an
at-large suspect wanted
in connection with a ve-
hicle reported stolen on
April 13 in Giles Coun-
ty.
The department’s in-
vestigation began on
Thursday, April 14, at
approximately 10:02
a.m., when an officer
conducted a routine
traffic stop in the 2700
block of Roanoke Street
for a vehicle with an ex-
pired inspection sticker.

While the officer at-
tempted to pull the ve-
hicle over, the driver
sped up and ran over a
traffic sign. The driver
then pulled into a park-
ing lot where both the

driver and a passenger
fled on foot. With help
from the Montgomery
County Sheriff’s Office,
police were able to ar-
rest one suspect, Robert
Joseph Franklin Smith,
Jr., age 31 of Christians-
burg.

Police were trans-
porting Smith to the
Montgomery  County
Magistrates Office when
he began experiencing
a medical emergency.
Christiansburg ~ Rescue
was called and arrived
on the scene in under
30 seconds. Smith was
transported to Lewis-
Gale Montgomery Re-
gional Hospital, but no
updates on his medical
status had been released
as of Monday morning.

Charges are pending.
Police are continu-
ing their search for the
second suspect, identi-
fied as a white male with
tattoos, last seen wear-
ing jeans but no shirt
or shoes. Law enforce-
ment deployed both K9
tracking units and drone
units in an effort to lo-
cate the suspect, but he
had not yet been located
as of Monday morning.
During the depart-
ment’s investigation,
police found that the
vehicle the suspects were
using was reported sto-
len in Giles County on
Wednesday, April 13.
Investigators believe the
suspect at large may be
armed. While no in-
formation indicatesthe

Flowers connect Hokies to past tragedy

The sweet smell of a

flower garden permeated the |

Saunders Hall lab space.
Stray green leaves and
clipped flower stems rested

on the floor. Throughout |

the lab, big white buckets

held bunches of flowers: | B

white roses and carnations,
orange tulips, yellow daisies,
purple statice, white snap-
dragons, and more.

Standing at a table, Juan
Gonzalez cut stems and
carefully pushed red double
roses, white daisies, and or-
ange tulips into a foam piece
attached to a standing flow-
er cage.

“Trust your gut,” Gon- |,

zalez, a senior majoring in
horticulture and a teaching
assistant for Virginia Tech’s
floral design class, said as he
painstakingly ~ determined
which flower looked best in
each spot.

He and at least 10 stu-
dents and other teaching
assistants spent Wednesday
afternoon arranging flow-
ers of all shapes, colors, and
sizes into standing memorial
sprays. But this assignment
was more than a class proj-
ect.

The students work will
be placed at each of the 32
Hokie Stones at the April 16
Memorial on the Drillfield,
which honors the Virginia
Tech students and faculty
who lost their lives on April
16, 2007.

This is the fourth year
that the class has provided
the flowers placed on the
memorial each April 16.
Along with the standing
sprays, the class creates
three wreaths and two altar
pieces and provides single-
stemmed flowers that fami-
lies place on the stones.

Family Relations, within
Virginia Tech Alumni Rela-
tions, receives requests for
flower arrangements from
families, who often specify
the colors and flowers that
they want in their respective
displays. The office reports
the orders to the floral de-

PHOTO BY CLARK DEHART FOR VIRGINIA TECH

Students in a Virginia Tech Floral Design class create
flower arrangements for the April 16 Memorial on the

Drillfield.

sign class, and students get
to work, typically about five
days before Day of Remem-
brance events held annually
on April 16.

Barbara Leshyn, a senior
instructor in the School of
Plant and Environmental
Sciences who teaches the
floral design course, said
involving her students has
helped them to better un-
derstand the tragedy.

“Everyone likes  this
partnership,” Leshyn said.
“These students were babies
when this happened. Its
a way to be involved and
remember. Its Ut Prosim
[That I May Serve] at its
finest definition.”

Ifs true for Gonzalez,
who was 7 years old in 2007.
Preparing the arrangements
and, in partcular, placing
them at the memorial is a
solemn activity for him.

“It becomes real,” said
Gonzalez, who has helped
make the memorial ar-
rangements for three years.
“This is an important me-
morial.”

The class includes 100
students and eight teach-
ing assistants. Along with
designing the flowers, the

students build the wire cag-
es on which the flowers are
placed.

The class and Leshyn also
provide floral arrangements
for other university events.

This year was Mary Bay-
er’s first to arrange flowers
for the memorial. As the
Virginia Tech sophomore
clipped and fitted peach
double roses, yellow dai-
sies, and purple statice into
the display, she said she was
nervous. She wanted to
make sure the arrangement
matched the family’s wishes.

“It’s an important event
to have flowers for, and it’s
an honor to do,” said Bayer,
a hospitality and tourism
management major who
plans to work this summer
in her aunt’s New Jersey flo-
ral shop.

She lifted up her fin-
ished display and set it on
the floor to check its ap-
pearance from a standing
position. Bayer added a few
more flowers to fill out the
colorful design.

“It’s Ut Prosim,” she said.
“You have to give when you

»

can.

By Jenny Kincaid Boone

suspect poses a threat to
the public, residents in
neighborhoods along Ro-
anoke Street near the top
of Christiansburg Moun-
tain are encouraged to
keep their vehicles and
residences locked, and
be alert to any suspicious
persons.

The investigation re-
mains ongoing.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AGAPE FOOD BANK
” L . The Agape Food Bank of the New River Valley is moving to the former Montgomery
The new facility will ggyunty Public Schools Transportation facility on Cambria Street.

to establish life skills
that build a firm foun-
dation,” Bowman said.

Agape currently of-
fers a 12-step Celebrate
Recovery program at its
center.

Donations can be
made to the capital cam-
paign at P.O. Box 1281,

Christiansburg, 24068.

Last year, Agape NRV
utilized 385 volunteers.
In addition to more
funding, there the need
for volunteers will also
grow. Those interested
in volunteering can con-
tact agapecenternrv@
gmail.com
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e Forestry Mulching/Brush Cutting
e Right of Way & Land Clearing

e Stream & Pond Services

e Light Excavating/Grading

*Pipe & Culvert Cleaning P
*Rock & Stump Removal __//

e Crane Services

*Bucket Truck Services &

e Underground Utilities

e Storm Water Management

eSite Prep e+ Small Job Specialty

ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Thursday, May 5* @ 4 PM
Lots for Sale on Claytor Lake in Pulaski VA!
Graham Morris Ln, Pulaski VA 24301

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

lot.

Offering # 1 - 2.73 Acres

You have the opportunity to purchase lakefront property in Pulaski VA!
There are 5 lots available which range from 2 - 6 acres. The depth along the
bank ranges from 12-15"and is about 70’ in the middle. The lots are located
on Graham Morris Lane which is a private drive in Pulaski County on the
Peak Creek Section of Claytor Lake. Each lot is mostly wooded, has front-
age on Claytor Lake, are approved for well and 3 BR septic and have dock
permits.

Extensive, deliberate, and careful consideration was taken by engineers, soil
scientists, developer, & APCO to ensure each lot within Grahams Pointe has
great shoreline, road access, buildable areas, & dock permits, while preserv-
ing the lake view & private setting of the neighborhood and each individual

The lots will be sold in five separate offerings. Bidders desiring more than
one lot will need to be high bidder on all lots desired. Each offering will stay
open until all bidding is complete and all offerings will close simultaneously.

Lake Shoreline.

Accessed by Graham

Shoreline.

Accessed by Left Fork Ln off Graham
Morris Ln. Perked for 3 BR Home. Has
a Dock Permit and 250’ of Claytor

Offering # 2 — 3.403 Acres

Perked for 3 BR Home. Has a Dock
Permit and 159’ of Claytor Lake

Offering # 3 — 2.944 Acres

Shoreline.

Accessed by Graham Morris Ln.
Perked for 3 BR Home. Has a Dock
Permit and 325’ of Claytor Lake

Offering # 4 — 4.417 Acres

Morris Ln.

Shoreline.

Offering # 5 - 6.175 Acres

Floyd, VA 24091
(540) 745-2005
VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

102 S. Locust Street,

Accessed by Graham Morris Ln. Perked for 3 BR Home. Has a
Dock Permit and 657’ of Claytor Lake Shoreline.

Preview Dates - Saturday April 23rd at 11 AM
& Wednesday April 27th at 3 PM

Terms - 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at con-
tract price. $10,000 Earnest Money Deposit per lot required day of sale. Close
in 45 days. Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold as is, where is with
any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence.
Download Bidder Pack at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at
540-239-2585 or email Gallimore.matt@gmail.com;

or Danielle Dillon, Realtor at 540-597-7268 or
email ddillonrealtor@gmail.com

United
ountry

w

Real Estate

Accessed by Graham Morris Ln.
Perked for 3 BR Home. Has a Dock
Permit and 528 of Claytor Lake

Blue Ridge Land
& Auction Co., Inc
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Is fishing on concrete a sign you’ve lost your mind?

Slim Randles
Home Country

It was just one of those things.
It didn't really mean Marvin Pin-
cus had lost his mind. Consider
this yourself for a minute. Mar-
vin had opened the mail that
morning and in it was the Fen-
wick glass fly rod he'd ordered.
Oh, it was used, of course. But
there’s a feel to a Fenwick that
only a man dedicated to a life of
using dry flies can appreciate.

Marvin had broken his ankle
the previous week and was tem-
porarily in a wheelchair. It was
his right ankle, so he couldn’
drive down to the creek. And
there, in his hands, was the
Fenwick. He put it together,
attached a reel and some four-
weight line and set it on the
couch and looked at it.

Marjorie was off visiting her
sister, so she couldnt help him.
But there’s a pull, an irresistible
draw to a fly rod. He had to cast

it. Now.

[t took Marvin about 20
minutes to negotiate the front
steps with that wheelchair and
the Fenwick. Finally, he negoti-
ated the sidewalk and then the
edge of the street itself.

Up came the Fenwick. A few
swishes in the air told Marvin
he'd done the right thing in or-
dering the rod. So he ran out
some line and began casting.
About halfway across the street
was a large mulberry leaf. He

did a double haul on the line
and sent the fly toward the leaf.
It took several tries before he hit
it, but when he made that cast,
you could’ve sold tickets to it.
His fly came to rest about three
feet above the leaf and then flut-
tered gently down onto its tar-
get. Marvin’s smile said it all.
Then the school bus came
around the corner full of kids
heading home, and Marvin re-
alized he was casting a fly rod
from a wheelchair onto dry

pavement.
“Hi Mr. Pincus!” yelled one
of the kids. “Catch anything?”
“A little slow today, Billy,” he
yelled back.
“Isn’t it hard to catch fish
without water?” Billy yelled.
“It’s okay, son,” Marvin said
with a grin. “I'm using a dry fly!”
Brought to you by Fenwick.
hteps://www.purefishing.com/
pages/fenwick Feel everything.

Virginia’s individual income tax filing and payment deadline is May 2

Virginia Tax is reminding
taxpayers in Virginia that they
have until Monday, May 2,
2022, to submit their returns.

“This year, the Virginia filing
deadline falls on the first busi-
ness day after Sunday, May 1,”
said Tax Commissioner Craig
M. Burns. “We are, as always,
encouraging taxpayers to file
electronically and request a re-

fund, if they have one coming,
via direct deposit.”

Electronically filed returns
are typically processed within
two weeks while mailed returns
may take up to eight weeks or
longer to process.

Here is some other impor-
tant information taxpayers
should keep in mind:

No penalties or interest will

apply so long as a return is filed
and full payment is made by
the deadline.

Taxpayers are eligible to file
their taxes for free if their in-
come was $73,000 or less in
2021.

If taxpayers miss the fil-
ing deadline, Virginia has an
automatic, 6-month filing ex-
tension. No application is re-

quired. Taxpayers still need to
pay any taxes owed on time to
avoid additional penalties and
interest.

Taxpayers who do need to
make a payment have several
easy-to-use options available
including online, directly from
their bank account; check or
money order; and credit or
debit card, both of which incur

an additional fee.

For secure, online self-ser-
vice, taxpayers can create and
log onto an online individual
account. This allows taxpay-
ers to track their return or re-
fund. They can also check the
status of their refund by call-
ing 804.367.2480, or using the
Where’s My Refund application
on the Virginia Tax website.
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Financial Focus: Health Saving Account

(HSA), a healthy way to save for retirement

Many expenses in life are unpre-
dictable, but there are two things we
know we'll have to pay for: medical
bills and retirement. Everyone prob-
ably needs to take a variety of steps
to meet these costs, but one finan-
cial instrument that can help is a
health savings account (HSA).

Here are the basics about an
HSA:

Eligibilicy — Persons enrolled in
a qualified high-deductible health
plan (HDHP) can generally con-
tribute to an HSA. HSAs are typi-
cally offered through employers, but
workers can still open one even if the
employer doesn’t provide it. Those
who are self-employed can also open
one, though they must have HDHP
coverage. They also can’t be enrolled
in another health insurance plan,
other than those permitted, such as
dental, vision, long-term care and
disability insurance, and they can’t
be enrolled in Medicare. Also, em-
ployees can’t be claimed as a depen-
dent on another person’s tax return.

Contribution limits — In 2022,
employees or the self-employed can
put in up to $3,650 to an HSA with
single coverage, or $7,300 for family
coverage. Those who are 55 or older
can put in an extra $1,000 per year.

Tax benefits — An HSA has triple

tax advantages: The contributions
are made with pre-tax dollars, so
they can reduce the taxable income
for the year; the earnings grow tax-
free; and the withdrawals are tax-
free, provided the money is used for
qualified medical expenses. (With-
drawals taken before age 65 that
aren’t used for qualified medical ex-
penses are taxable and are subject to
a 20% penalty. Once a participant
reaches 65, the penalty no longer
applies, although withdrawals are
still taxable.)

In addition to providing tax
benefits, an HSA can help partici-
pants in other ways. Perhaps most
significantly, the HSA can be an ad-
ditional financial resource for retire-
ment. That’s because the money in
the HSA can be carried over from
year to year. Participants aren’t ob-
ligated to “use it or lose it.” So, the
money not spent on annual medical
expenses can continue to grow tax-
deferred. Plus, an HSA is “portable.”
It moves with the participants when
they leave a job.

Furthermore, unlike a 401(k)
or a traditional IRA, an HSA does
not require participants to begin
taking withdrawals once they reach
72. They can leave the account un-
touched for essentially as long as

theyd like. And while participants
may need to use their HSA funds
to meet their medical expenses in
retirement — which can be consid-
erable, even with Medicare — they
can use what they dont spend on
medical costs for their other needs
without penalty, once they reach age
65. (As mentioned above, any HSA
withdrawals not used for qualified
medical costs are taxable.)

Here’s one other point to keep in
mind: The HSA likely contains in-
vestment options, along with a cash
account. If participants put all their
funds in the cash account, as many
people do, they might be depriving
themselves of the growth opportu-
nities provided by the investment
options. On the other hand, of
course, these investments generally
carry more risk. One possible way to
benefit from both parts of an HSA
is to keep enough cash to cover the
health insurance’s out-of-pocket
maximum and invest the rest.

An HSA can help participants in
numerous ways. Those who have ac-
cess to one should consider taking
advantage of it.

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local Ed-
ward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

Virginia’s gas prices fell another

4.5 cents per gallon last week

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

44

78

Average gasoline prices
in Virginia fell 4.5 cents
per gallon last week, av-
eraging  $3.93/g Mon-
day, April 18, according
to GasBuddy’s survey of
4,081 stations in Virginia.

Prices in Virginia are
19.5 cents per gallon low-
er than a month ago but
stand $1.22/g higher than
a year ago.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheap-
est station in Virginia was
priced at $3.41/g Monday,
April 18, while the most
expensive was $5.49/g, a
difference of $2.08/g.

The national average
price of gasoline fell 3.8
cents per gallon last week,
averaging $4.06/g April
18. The national average
is down 21.1 cents per gal-
lon from a month ago but
stands $1.21/g higher than

GasBuddy data compiled
from more than 11 mil-
lion weekly price reports
covering over 150,000 gas
stations across the country.

“We've now seen the
national average price
of gasoline decline every
week for the last month, a
feat we most likely would
not have expected ahead
of summer and given the
continued turns in Rus-
sia's war on Ukraine,”
said Patrick De Haan,
head of petroleum analy-
sis at GasBuddy. “How-
ever, the downturn could
slow or could even re-
verse in the days ahead if
the rally in oil prices con-
tinues. A barrel of crude
is now $14 higher than
it was last week, as the
European Union weighs
placing harsher sanctions
on Russia. This could

further tilt the delicate

balance of supply and de-
mand in the wrong way,
potentially sending oil
prices up significantly if
implemented. The path
forward at the pump
remains murky, how-
ever, with many possible
outcomes, SO motorists
should be prepared for
a bumpy ride,” said De
Haan.

GasBuddy is the au-
thoritative wvoice for gas
prices and the only source
for station-level data span-
ning nearly two decades.
GasBuddy’s ~ survey — up-
dates 288 times every day
from the most diverse list
of sources covering nearly
150,000 stations nation-
wide, the most compreben-
sive and up-to-date in the
country. GasBuddy data
are accessible at http://
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PETS OF THE WEEK
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o0 best in a home where

she can take it easy. She may also need to bhe the only pet in the home. Stop by the
Animal Gare and Adoption Center to meet this pawsome gal.

O BITUARIES

Brogan, Shelby Bell Bane

Shelby Bell Bane Bro-
gan, 82, of Radford, passed
away Tuesday, April 12,
2022.

She was a member of
East Radford Church of
God.

Shelby was preceded in
death by her parents, Carl
William and Agnes Brunk
Bane; her husband, James
Earl Brogan; four brothers

and one sister; and a son-
in-law, Richard Green.

4

Survivors include her daughter, Debra
Jean Green; sons Randy Wayne Brogan
and Ricky Lee Brogan; several grand-
children and great-grandchildren; sisters

Radford.

Radford.

Barbara Giles and Reba
Blevins; brothers Charlie
Bane and Lewis Bane; and
many other relatives and
friends.

The family received
friends on Tuesday, April
19, 2022, at the Mullins
Funeral Home in Rad-
ford. Memorial services
followed with the Rev.
Wayne Poston officiating,.
Interment was private in
the Hickman Cemetery in

The Brogan family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in

Harmon, Crystal La’Shawn

Crystal La’Shawn Har-
mon passed away peaceful-
ly surrounded by her clos-
est family at her bedside in
Winston Salem, N.C. on
Thursday, April 7, 2022.

Crystal left only in soul
on the 7th as she was able
to live on by donating her
organs and giving life to
others on April 9, 2022.

Crystal was born in
Radford to the late Jamma
James and Howard Bald-

d

win. She was always a princess to the late

Leander Lee Lewis, Jr.

Left to cherish and celebrate Crystal’s
life is her only child, Infinicy Harmon.
She is also survived by two brothers, Gar-
ryl “Jay” Jones and Randal “ES” Stigger;
a sister, Danetta Claytor, other special
family and friends; and a host of nieces

and nephews.

Crystal loved to travel
and adored her family.
She loved to spend time
shopping with her daugh-
ter Infinity, and spoiling
her nieces and nephews.
She was the best Kool-
Aid maker ever and she
had even ventured out
in cooking. Crystal was a
lover and truly cared for
the ones she loved. She
will be truly missed.

Memorial services will be held today,
Wednesday, April 20, 2022, at 1 p.m.
at New Mount Olive United Methodist
Church in Radford.

The Harmon family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in

Radford.

www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Pennow, Russell James

Russell James Pennow, 99,
of Radford, passed away Fri-
day, April 15, 2022.

He was retired from
AT&T and was a past mem-
ber of the Woods Church
of the Nazarene in Warren,
Mich.

Russell was a U.S. Army
veteran having served during
WWIL He was preceded in
death by his parents, William
and Lizzie Pennow; his wife,
Constance Lillian Pennow; a

brother, Walter Pennow; and a sister, Betty

Pennow.

Jane Ellen Vaught (Rod-
den), 75, passed away,
Tuesday, April 5, 2022,
at Piedmont Mountain-
side Hospital in Jasper,
Ga.,after suffering a heart
attack.

Mrs. Vaught was born
December 30, 1946, in
Norfolk, Va. the daughter
of the late James Rodden
and Ellen Noreen Metzger
(Berrman).

Jane worked as a weaver

Survivors include his
sons and daughters-in-law,
Dean and Lorraine Pennow
of Poquoson, and Dale and
Nancy Pennow of Snowville;
grandchildren Nicholas Pen-
now and Amy, and Michelle
Pennow and Michael; and
many other relatives and
friends.

Funeral services will be
private with burial in the
Southwest Virginia Veterans
Cemetery.

‘The Pennow family is in the care of Mull-
ins Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford.

Vaught, Jane Ellen

at New River Industries in Radford for

over 25 years.

In addition to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, William
“Joby” Vaught of Pembroke; her son,
David Scott Bryant; her brothers, James,

Herman, and David Rod-
den; and her sister, Mary
Anna Phillips (Rodden).
Jane is survived by her
sons, LTC (Retired) James
W. Bryant, Jr. (Jene) of
Talking Rock, Ga., and
John R. Bryant of Holt-
wood, Penn.; her grand-
children, FEleina, Hunter
and Brayden Bryant and
Johnathan, William, Tay-
lar and Karenia Bryant
and Jessica Miller; and her

great-grandchildren, John and Jesslynn
Hensel.
A memorial viewing will be held, Sat-
urday, April 23, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. in
the Main Chapel at Highland Memorial
Gardens in Dublin.

K - o e bl g
Need a hiking buddy or a partner for the great
Pick me!” She’s a sweet older dog who loves exploring and checking out the

world. She does well on a leash and enjoys attention and affection. Her adoption is
sponsored by Montgomery Gounty Friends of Animal Care and Gontrol.

oS

Legal Notice

APPLICATION OF ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION,
FOR EXPEDITED APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL CONTRACT
PURSUANT TO § 56 235.2 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA
CASE NO. PUR-2022-00043

On March 11, 2022, Atmos Energy Corporation (“Atmos” or “Company”) filed an application (“Applica-
tion”) with the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) pursuant to § 56 235.2 of the Code of Vir-
ginia (“Code”) and the Commission’s Rules for Filing an Application to Provide Electric and Gas Service
Under a Special Rate, Contract or Incentive, requesting expedited approval of a special contract for gas
transportation service to Blue Star Manufacturing, LLC and Blue Star NBR, LLC (jointly, “Blue Star”).

In support of its Application, the Company states that effective January 27, 2022, Atmos and Blue Star
entered into a “System Expansion and Interruptible Transportation Service Agreement” (“Contract”) to
construct a system expansion and transport gas to Blue Star’s industrial facility under construction in
Wytheville, Virginia. Atmos states that Blue Star’s manufacturing facility and gas service requirements
require a system expansion by Atmos to serve this facility. The Company states that as part of this system
expansion, Atmos was able to negotiate system expansion and transportation service conditions with Blue
Star that include a minimum margin requirement, which is to protect Atmos and its current customers in
the unlikely event that Blue Star’s future usage falls short of expectations and ends up being insufficient to
justify the investment in the system. Atmos states what while Blue Star will be paying tariffed rates, the
minimum margin requirement is not specifically contemplated in the Company’s tariff. Accordingly, Atmos
is submitting this agreement for approval as a special contract.

Atmos states that no customers would be prejudiced by the Commission approving the arrangement with
Blue Star and approving the Contract. The Company states that Blue Star will be a high-volume customer
that brings significant economic benefits to the region; Blue Star will be paying tariffed rates; and the min-
imum margin requirement in the Contract will protect other customers should Blue Star’s usage fall short.
Atmos states that pursuant to the terms of the Contract, the Company is only required to construct a system
expansion in order to transport and redeliver confirmed quantities of gas that it receives into its system for
Blue Star, and as such, reliable service to other customers will not be jeopardized by providing service to
Blue Star.

In support of its request for expedited approval, the Company states that since Blue Star expects to be oper-
ational in or around August 2022, Atmos has already begun work on the system expansion in order to meet
Blue Star’s operational requirements. Atmos further states that the only item in the Contract for which the
Company seeks Commission approval that is not already covered by the Company’s existing tariffs is the
provision implementing a minimum margin requirement.

The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Comment that, among other things, ordered the Company
to provide notice of its Application and provided interested persons an opportunity to comment and/or
request a hearing on the Company’s Application.

The Commission has taken judicial notice of the ongoing public health issues related to the spread of the
coronavirus, or COVID-19. In accordance therewith, all pleadings, briefs, or other documents required to
be served in this matter should be submitted electronically to the extent authorized by 5 VAC 5-20-150,
Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice. Confidential and Extraordinarily Sensitive
Information shall not be submitted electronically and should comply with 5 VAC 5-20-170, Confidential
information, of the Rules of Practice. Any person seeking to hand deliver and physically file or submit any
pleading or other document shall contact the Clerk’s Office Document Control Center at (804) 371-9838 to
arrange the delivery.

Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, of the Rules of Practice, the Commission has directed that
service on parties and the Commission’s Staff in this matter shall be accomplished by electronic means.
Please refer to the Commission’s Order for Notice and Comment for further instructions concerning Confi-
dential or Extraordinarily Sensitive Information.

A copy of the public version of the Application may be obtained, at no charge, by requesting it in writing
from the Company’s counsel, Timothy E. Biller, Esquire, and James G. Ritter, Esquire, Hunton Andrews
Kurth LLP, Riverfront Plaza, East Tower, 951 E. Byrd Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, tbiller@huntonak.
com, ritterj@huntonak.com. A public version of the Application and related documents may be download-
ed from the Commission’s website: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case Information.

On or before May 6, 2022, any interested person or entity may submit comments on the Application with
the Clerk of the Commission by following the instructions on the Commission’s website: scc.virginia.
gov/casecomments/Submit Public Comments. Those unable, as a practical matter, to submit comments
electronically may file such comments by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission, c/o
Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118. All such comments shall refer
to Case No. PUR-2022-00043.

On or before May 6, 2022, any interested person or entity may file a request for a hearing on the Applica-
tion with the Clerk of the Commission at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling. Those unable, as a practical matter, to
file electronically may file a request for hearing by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address
listed above. Such request for hearing shall include the email addresses of such parties or their counsel, if
available. Requests for a hearing shall include: (i) a precise statement of the filing party’s interest in the
proceeding; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought to the extent then known; (iii) a statement of the
legal basis for such action; and (iv) a precise statement why a hearing should be conducted in this matter.
All requests for a hearing shall refer to Case No. PUR-2022-00043. Persons filing a request for hearing
shall serve a copy of their request upon the Company’s counsel at the address set forth above.

On or before May 6, 2022, any interested person or entity may participate as a respondent in this proceed-
ing by filing a notice of participation with the Clerk of the Commission at: scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling/.
Those unable, as a practical matter, to file a notice of participation electronically may file such notice by
U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed above. Such notice of participation shall
include the email addresses of such parties or their counsel, if available. Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-80 B,
Participation as a respondent, of the Rules of Practice, any notice of participation shall set forth: (i) a
precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought to the extent
then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action. Any organization, corporation, or govern-
ment body participating as a respondent must be represented by counsel as required by 5 VAC 5-20-30,
Counsel, of the Rules of Practice. All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2022-00043.

ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION
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VT forestry students create management

plan for AD Whit Babcock’s family farm

j

.00

Virginia Tech Athletic Director Whit Babcock, at far left, and the College of Natural Resources and Environment students who are completing a forest management plan
for his family farm, from left, Mitchell Parvin, Ben Stauffer, and Hunter Varner. Photo by Krista Timney for Virginia Tech.

When envisioning the future
of his 170-acre historic family
farm in Concord, Va., Hokie
Athletic Director Whit Bab-
cock knew just where to turn
for expertise: Virginia Tech for-
estry students.

Three seniors in the College
of Natural Resources and En-
vironment (CNRE) are spend-
ing their final semester creating
a forest management plan for
Babcock’s farm as part of their
culminating experience, a cap-
stone course called Integrated
Forest Management Practicum.
The course is a hands-on final
test of skills developed through-
out four years in the Depart-
ment of Forest Resources and
Environmental Conservation.

“I'm beyond excited to have
the opportunity to partner with
Whit Babcock for the capstone
project,” said Hunter Varner, a
senior from Stanley, Va., who
has a job with Dominion En-
ergy as a distribution forester
after graduation. “It’s surreal to

work with such a well-known
figure within the Virginia Tech
community.”

The partnership formed over
the course of a casual discussion
between Babcock and CNRE
Dean Paul M. Wainistorfer.
After Babcock mentioned that
he had recently inherited the
fourth-generation family farm,
Winistorfer volunteered the
forestry capstone students to
provide professional consulta-
tion.

I think it’s wonderful. It
makes me proud,” Babcock
said. “It means more to have
Virginia Tech involved. This is
my school, and hopefully it
giving the students some real-
world experience.”

The land holds a special
place in Babcock’s heart. Its
been in the family ever since
his  great-great-grandparents
built a farmhouse and sawmill
there in the 1880s. He has fond
memories of hunting and fish-
ing there as a child, as well as

seeing generations of pine for-
ests planted and harvested —
including one stand that paid
for his college education.

Babcock hopes the students
will help him “gain a better un-
derstanding” of the property,
“to preserve it as a place to go,
to work the land, and have it to
pass on to my kids one day.” He
also said, “I hope the students
get something out of it, t00.”

The capstone students gain
the invaluable experience of
working with real-life “cli-
ents” to synthesize four years
of learning into a professional
forest management plan, said
Scott Barrett, associate profes-
sor and extension specialist,
who leads the class.

“Many of the students will
go on to work as professional
foresters, and many foresters
will write management plans
as part of their job,” Barrett
said. “This helps the students
prepare for future careers while
integrating the skills they have

learned in their other discipline
courses.”

Babcock’s partnership with
the students kicked off during a
February Zoom meeting where
he outlined objectives for the
property including promoting
wildlife habitats, developing a
timeline for growing and sell-
ing timber, and preserving key-
stone hardwood species such as
oak. He also asked the students
to explore suitable locations for
building a possible future re-
tirement home.

The student team has spent
the past weeks documenting all
170 acres by dividing the prop-
erty into “stands” — areas of
similar tree species and age —
and conducting a detailed field
inventory of each stand.

“We collect data including
tree species, height, diameter,
age, hydrologic features, and
site quality index, to name a
few,” said Mitchell Parvin, a
senior from Floyd County who
will work at Weyerhaeuser in

Georgia after graduation. “We
then input the information
into data tables and growth
modeling software. This allows
us to analyze the data and make
an informed plan to manage
forest resources now and in the
future.”

In May, the team will pres-
ent its management plans to
the landowners, classmates,
and other faculty in the de-
partment, along with a written
plan.

“This experience has been a
valuable exercise in profession-
alism and application,” said
Ben Stauffer, a senior from Ca-
tonsville, Md., who will prac-
tice arboriculture at Bartlett
Tree Experts after graduation.
“I've enjoyed using my knowl-
edge to help a forest landowner
achieve their goals and sustain-
ably manage forested land.”

“Getting to roam the woods
with a couple friends to put to-
gether a final project has also
been fun,”Stauffer said.

Virginia Tech recognizes employees for 15,530 years of combined service

Virginia Tech has rec-
ognized more than 841
employees for their com-
mitment to service and for
exemplifying the university
motto, Ut Prosim (That I
May Serve). Collectively,

these employees have dedi-
cated 15,530 years of ser-
vice to the university.

Recognition events took
place March 29 through
April 14.

“Recognizing more than

|'. AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS"

15,000 years of service is
remarkable, and so are the
individuals we celebrate
for reaching these notable
milestones,” said Virginia
Tech President Tim Sands.
“The dedication and com-
mitment of our employees
is the foundation of Vir-
ginia Tech’s success.”

“We owe so much to the
loyalty and dedication of
our employees,” said Vice
President for Human Re-
sources Bryan Garey. “Vir-
ginia Tech benefits from
their knowledge and the
long tenure of service they
provide. They are truly
the backbone of Virginia
Tech.”

The service recognition
program  acknowledges
employees’ service to the
university in five-year in-
crements, beginning at 10

years. Of the employees
recognized this year, 92
have served Virginia Tech
for 35 years or more, rep-
resenting more than 3,535
years of combined service.

Employees with 25 or
more years of service re-
ceived an etched Hokie
Stone, a symbol of strength
and stabilicy. The stone
reflects  the foundational
commitment of each em-
ployee. Starting at 40 years
of service, employees re-
ceive a Hokie Stone per-
sonalized with their name

Startmg at the 40-year mark, employees receive a
Hokie Stone personalized with their name and years of

and years of service.

Three employees were
recognized for 50 years of
service: Betty Higginbo-
tham from the College of
Science; Steven Lowe, who
recently retired from the
College of Agriculture and

Life Sciences; and Joseph

service.

Pitt, professor emeritus of
philosophy. Together, they
mark 150 years of service, a
fitting total during the uni-
versity’s 150th anniversary.

Betty  Higginbotham
began her career at Vir-

CREATE YOUR NEW SMILE

at an affordable price.

e

Ask us today!

Best Price Guarantee®

FREE X-RAY & CONSULT FOR
NEW DENTURE PATIENTS"

AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS -
CHRISTIANSBURG

ROGER D. CAMPBELL, DMD
GENERAL DENTIST

175 CONSTON AVE
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA 24073

(888) 925-6677

**Free X-ray & consult offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a
consult & a traditional 2-D X-Ray at initial visit. *Bring in a treatment
plan from any competitor and we will beat the total treatment plan
for comparable services. Treatment plan must come from a licensed
dentist within the past six months for comparable services and
is subject to verification. Some plans are excluded. Full details of .
the Best Price Guarantee are available from our web site or at this WI II
practice. [Valid until December 31, 2022.]

02345-1

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

May 1,

Dr. Stephen Hudgins
Announcement

Dr. J. Stephen Hudgins
retiring from practice effective
2022. Contact the

office at (540) 382-8316 no
later than May 9th if you would

like to obtain or transfer your
medical records.

After this date, you may
obtain a copy of your medical
records at Dr. Farhi’s office in
Blacksburg.

Areasonable cost-based fee
be associated with the
copying or transfer.

ginia Tech working for
the Center for Environ-
mental Studies in the biol-
ogy department. In the late
1980s, she moved to the
Department of Statistics
where she still works as a
senior program support
technician.

Higginbotham has
seen big changes at Vir-
ginia Tech. Her job once
included using a manual
typewriter and carbon pa-
per to make copies, taking
shorthand, and using a
Dictaphone. She has made
many good friends on
campus. “I treat everybody
with respect, and it pays
off,” she said.

Steven Lowe joined Vitr-
ginia Tech in 1972 as a lab-
oratory technician in the
Department of Anaerobic
Microbiology, which has
since merged into the bio-
chemistry department. He
later became a laboratory
mechanic.

“Its really fun working
with graduate students,”
he said. “You learn about

what they are doing. You
learn so many processes.”
Since his retirement, he
misses the people the most.
“I can always find a ma-
chine to work on at home.”
He also values the faculty
members he worked with.
“They are world-class, bril-
liant people,” he said. “You
learn so much.”

Joseph Pitt came to
Virginia Tech in 1971 as
an instructor, reaching the
rank of professor in 1983.
The physical campus has
changed a great deal since
his arrival.

“The amount of build-
ing going on right now is
mind-blowing,” he said.
One thing that has re-
mained steady, however,
is his affection for his stu-
dents. “They see Virginia
Tech as a big family, and
that is why talking about
Virginia Tech as home
makes so much sense,” he
said.

All employees received
a service lapel pin and a
certificate. A redesigned
website shows employees
recognized this year.

The Service Recognition
Program’s time period is
April 1 of the previous year
through March 31 of the
current year.
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For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD
Mixed Hardwood.
Call 540-529-2745

Delivery in Botetourt only

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE

Unprinted end rolls of
newsprint. Great for

packing & shipping, moving
& storage and for art
projects. Various sizes
available. Stop by the
Salem Times-Register 1633
West Main St. or call
(540)389-9355 for details.

Help Wanted -

General

Part Time
Newspaper
Production Help
The Salem TimesRegister

has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$7.50 per hour. Contact
Lynn Hurst, General
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355
or email
lhurst@ourvalley.org

Help Wanted
Salem

Start  4/16.  Weeding,
timming and planting.

$15/hour+. Flexible hours,
will train. Text your name
to (correction on #) 602-
663-3303

Wanted - To Buy

Cash paid
Coin Collections
Or Indian artifacts
540-988-2420

Legals - City of

Radford

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ004566-06-00
RADFORD J&DR -
JUVENILE DIVISION
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re MORGAN,
GABRIELLA JOSEPHINE
RADFORD CITY DSS

/v. KAITLIN MORGAN
ADKINS

The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE
RESIDUAL PARENTAL
RIGHTS OF KAITLIN
MORGAN ADKINS, legal
parent of Gabriella
Josephine Morgan, a minor,
in that said parent has,
without good cause, failed
to correct the conditions
which resulted in the child
entering foster care and it is
not reasonably likely that
she will be able to do soin a
reasonable amount of time;
failed to maintain continuing
contact with the child and
substantially plan for the
child's future. Residual
parental rights include, but
are not limited to, the right
to visitation, consent to
adoption, the right to
determine religious
affiliation, and the
responsibility for support.
The termination of your
parental rights will
permanently end all of your
rights and responsibilities to
the child named in the
petition.

It is ORDERED that
KAITLIN MORGAN ADKINS
appear at the above-named
Court and protect his or her
interests on or before
05/13/2022 08:30 AM.

03/10/2022
Sally Davis
Clerk

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ004566-07-00
RADFORD J&DR -
JUVENILE DIVISION
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re MORGAN,
GABRIELLA JOSEPHINE
RADFORD CITY DSS

/v. BENJAMIN JOSEPH
ALVAREZ

The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE
RESIDUAL PARENTAL
RIGHTS OF BENJAMIN
JOSEPH ALVAREZ, legal
parent of Gabriella
Josephine Morgan, a minor,
in that said parent has,
without good cause, failed
to correct the conditions
which resulted in the child
entering foster care and it is
not reasonably likely that he
will be able to do so in a
reasonable amount of time;
failed to maintain continuing
contact with the child and
substantially plan for the
child's future. Residual

Legals - City of

Radford

parental rights include, but
are not limited to, the right
to visitation, consent to
adoption, the right to
determine religious
affiliation, and the
responsibility for support.
The termination of your
parental rights will
permanently end all of your
rights and responsibilities to
the child named in the
petition.

It is ORDERED that
BENJAMIN JOSEPH
ALVAREZ appear at the
above-named Court and
protect his or her interests
on or before 05/13/2022
08:30 AM.

03/10/2022
Sally Davis
Clerk

Legals - City of

Salem

Notice
IN THE FAMILY COURT
OF MONROE COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA
Magistrate Court Case No.:
22 M32D 00020
Family Court Civil Action
No.: FC-32-2022-DV-20
To: Cam Ron Quick
620 Deleware Street
Salem, VA 24153
Date of Birth: 02-01-2002

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

1. The object of this suit is
to gain protection from the
respondent

2. The object of this
publication by Class | legal
advertisement is to notify
Respondent of the
PROTECTIVE ORDER
prohibiting the above-
named Respondent from
having contact with certain
individuals. This order may
affect property and other
rights of the Respondent.
Violating this Order may
subject the Respondent to
criminal sanctions. The
Respondent is strongly
encouraged to obtain a
copy of this Protective
Order and Petition from the
Circuit Clerk of the county
listed above.

TO THE ABOVE NAMED
RESPONDENT:

If appearing by evidence
duly taken in this action that
you could not be found in or
that you have left the State
of West Virginia, you are
hereby notified of the
ORDER referenced above,
a copy of the Petition and
Order may be obtained at
the Monroe County Circuit
Clerk’s office. This
PROTECTIVE ORDER will
remain in effect until further
order of the court.

A final hearing is scheduled
for the 27" day of June,
2022, at 3:00 P.M. before
the Monroe County Family
Court.

Issued this 11" day of April,
2022 at 1:57 p.m.

Leta Gullette-Comer
Circuit Clerk

Notice
IN THE FAMILY COURT
OF MONROE COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA
Magistrate Court Case No.:
22 M32D 00019
Family Court Civil Action
No.: FC-32-2022-DV-19
To: Cam Ron Quick
620 Deleware Street
Salem, VA 24153
Date of Birth: 02-01-2002

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

1. The object of this suit is
to gain protection from the
respondent

2. The object of this
publication by Class | legal
advertisement is to notify
Respondent of the
PROTECTIVE ORDER
prohibiting the above-
named Respondent from
having contact with certain
individuals. This order may
affect property and other
rights of the Respondent.
Violating this Order may
subject the Respondent to
criminal sanctions. The
Respondent is strongly
encouraged to obtain a
copy of this Protective
Order and Petition from the
Circuit Clerk of the county
listed above.

TO THE ABOVE NAMED
RESPONDENT:

If appearing by evidence
duly taken in this action that
you could not be found in or
that you have left the State
of West Virginia, you are
hereby notified of the
ORDER referenced above,
a copy of the Petition and
Order may be obtained at
the Monroe County Circuit
Clerk’s office. This
PROTECTIVE ORDER will

Legals - City of

Salem

remain in effect until further
order of the court.

A final hearing is scheduled
for the 27™ day of June,
2022, at 3:00 P.M. before
the Monroe County Family
Court.

Issued this 11" day of April,
2022 at 1:57 p.m.

Leta Gullette-Comer
Circuit Clerk

Legals -
Montgomery

County

Trustee's Sale
1320 Cranberry
Lane, Blacksburg,
Virginia 24060
(Parcel ID: 032765; Tax
Map No.: 052-8-6)
Default having been made

in the terms of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
January 31, 2007, in the
original principal amount of
$156,642.62 and recorded
in the Clerk's Office of the
Circuit Court of the County
of Montgomery, Virginia as
Instrument No. 07001400,
the undersigned Substitute
Trustees will sell at public
auction on May 11, 2022, at
12:00 p.m., in front of the
building housing the
Montgomery County Circuit
Court, 55 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, VA 24073,
the property containing
3.329 ac. + designated as
Lot 6, shown on plat entitled
"Plat Showing Winters
Subdivision", recorded in
the aforesaid Clerk's Office,
in Plat Book 16, page 436,
together with a 30’
ingress/egress/regress
easement shown on the
referenced plat. Sale is
subject to all prior liens,
easements, restrictions,
covenants, and conditions,
if any, of record, or other
matters which would be
disclosed by an accurate
survey or inspection of the
premises. TERMS: CASH.
A deposit of $15,500.00 or
10% of the sale price,
whichever is lower, will be
required of the successful
bidder at time of sale. Prior
to the sale, interested
bidders will be required to
register with and must
present a bid deposit which
may be held during the sale
by the trustee. The bid
deposit must be certified
funds and/or cash, but no
more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The
successful bidder’s deposit
will be retained at the sale
and applied to the sale
price. If held by the trustee,
all other bid deposits will be
returned to the unsuccessful
bidders. Settlement is to be
made within 15 calendar
days. The successful bidder
will be responsible for
obtaining possession of the
property, and for all costs
and fees related to
recording the Trustee’s
Deed, including the grantors
tax. The successful bidder
will be required to execute a
Memorandum of Trustee's
Sale, available for review on
the Foreclosure Sales page
of www.glasserlaw.com,
outlining additional terms of
sale and settlement. A
Trustee’s Deed will be
prepared by Trustee’s
attorney at high bidder’s
expense. This is a
communication from a debt
collector. Glasser and
Glasser, P.L.C. on behalf of
Atlantic Trustee Services,
L.L.C., and/or M. Brennan
Hutt d/b/a H&H Abstracting
and/or Rocky Mount Title,
Inc. and/or Auction.com-VA,
LLC, Substitute Trustees,
Crown Center Building,
Suite 600, 580 East Main
Street, Norfolk, VA 23510,
File No. 224082-03,

Tel: (757) 321-6465,
between 10:00 a.m. &
12:00 noon only.

ORDER OF

PUBLICATION
COMMONWEALTH OF
VIRGINIA
VA CODE §§ 1-211 1; 8.01-
316, -317, 20-104
Case No. CL22000468-00
Montgomery County
Circuit Court
55 East Main Street, Suite
1, Christiansburg, VA 24073
Kassie Reese
Landen Clement
V.

None

The object of this suit is to:
Name Change of a Minor
Itis ordered that Jeremy
Raymond Clement appear
at the above-named court
and protect his/her interests
on or before May 25, 2022.

March 23.2022
Judge K. Mike Fleenor, Jr.

AUCTIONS

LIVE EASTERN NC ESTATE
AUCTION - VICTORIA, VA -
APRIL23-9AM-COUNTRY
STORE ITEMS - ADVERTIS-
ING — GAS PUMPS - JUKE-
BOXES - NO BUYERS FEE
www.victoria-auction.com
804-721-8099 Virginia Auction
Firm #813

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other
states. Affordable Print and
Digital ~ Solutions  reaching
your target audiences. Call
this paper or Landon Clark
at Virginia Press Services
804-521-7576, HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. Call
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup power
during utility power outages,
S0 your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power
your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a
FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you
fill your open positions! Pro-
mote job listings regionally or
statewide! Affordable Print and
Digital Advertising Solutions
reaching potential candidates.
Call this paper or Landon Clark
at Virginia Press Services
804-521-7576, HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$395+$86  court  cost.
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days.
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.
HYPERLINK  “https://hiltono-
liverattorneyva.com”  https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral
and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance
Company- 844-509-1697 or
visit HYPERLINK “http://www.
LifeB5plus.infoivapress” www.
LifeS5plus.infoivapress

Portahle Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mohility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 888-608-4974

To place your ad, call 540-389-9355

MAKE AN “A" IN ADVERTISING!

STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE
ADS ADS ADS

OuTER BANKS, NORTH CAROLINA « VACATION RENTALS

TOP BEACHFRONT RENTAL

" coolest destination, best rates, great value!

Don't miss out on your chance to soak up
the sun once quarantining is done.

acation homes in all price ranges!

ndl
ea?ﬁn;n’&y

VACATIONS & SALES

Call today to reserve your vacation home...

877-642-3224

.www.brindleybeach.mm

LIMITED TIME OFFER |

\

5 B0%off |

? YOUR INSTALLATION
| + i
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

10* off

Install for Military, Health
Workers and First Responders

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL RO

(o]
Call today to schedule your

( FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Save now with

et the'-most OFF

outof yourlawn = ez YourFirst
. . cuaranTee | Application
this spring.

R EECE LR )
SCHEDULE YOUR

APPOINTMENT TODAY! 1'855'942'62 17

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. Requires purchase
of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen
locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible
for all sales tax. tPurchase of annual lawn plan required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed
at the first visit.*Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012.
©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. Al rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127,
B-0200, B-0151.

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Leaf UFilter

PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

OFF OFF
YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS &
PURCHASE* MILITARY!

% OFF WE INSTALL

YEAR-ROUND!

TO THE FIRST 50

caLLersonLys B o [
* Kk *

| FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!'
I Promo Code: 285

ISubject to credit approval. Call for details.

Q ikl Topa ot 1.877-614-6667

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

rations# IR7318(
S License# 2620001

Prepare
for power
outages
today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

sencreg

(844) 9471479

F R E E 7-Year Extended Warranty*

- A $695 Value!
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a ful lst of terms and conditions.

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

No Payments & No Interest
for 18 Months™

Military & Senior Discounts Available

500 |
OFF

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

CALL NOW!

BCi BATHE (844) 945-1631

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-i tub and wall surround. This promation cannot be combined with any other
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/3012022. Each dealership s independently owned and operated. **Third party
financing is avalable for those customers who quaify. See your dealer for detals. €202 BCI Acryiic Inc.
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BUSINESS SERYIE> DREGTORY

g7 (R}
SENIOR FOR \-EP‘KS O @
SENIORS CircLE R
T (ORI PAINTING & A ROOFING OF
v
e VIRGINIA
540 404-959 8 Cell: CAll fon a FREE Estimate
540-293-4271 Rob Gendreau ° 540.784.0500

r/"xm“"" Lisa Martin, REALTOR®
" 7
embrace = BW Serving the industry for 30+ years
homeloans CBSZ‘:::;;” e ((Qm Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains
Robin Jewell RADIO Premier, REALTORS
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597 (540) 597-0480
s'goéﬁg)gﬁt?lgehomeloans o The Radio Home Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com
rew I . e i
v{/ww.embraoehome\oans.com/robinfjevvel\ 0' the w'"ld champlon I])g?fvlﬁlc;ar\}ikg:{oogg, Suite 101
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 Atlanta Braves ’
Roanoke, VA 24018 = ] BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
e www.foxradioroanoke.com /3) R E.. HomeServices
\F’ﬂ?r,a,g;\jcogwé:,%gjclre;@m!‘b ID#2184)Is icensed in VA (540) 343'71 09 &-ﬁy aaaaaaa SR .EB, = A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC
CARPET Sunfl . I
s%.;» M H C RE-STRETCHING! untiooring inc.
o s STEVEN W, DURRANCE STEVE SMITH
Craig County Health Center FLOORS With over 40 years of experience
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA : Specializing in Hardwood Floors
Phone: (540) 864-6390  Fax: (540) 864-6356 Repairs » New Sales » Expert) I 1. o0d Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,
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RADFORD SPORTS

Maroon Team wins VT spring game
with 26-10 defeat of the White Team

Hokie fans filled the west side stands on a sunny afternoon in Blackshurg for the

2022 spring game, the first open to spectators since 2019.

Hokies transfer quarterback Grant Wells had a good day with two long touchdown
passes to Maroon teammate Kaleb Smith. Wells is a redshirt sophomore transfer
from Marshall and looks to he the odds-on favorite for the starting spot in the fall.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING

Numerous NFL Hokies were on the smelmes durmg the spring game, including Tyrod Blackshurg’s Brian Crist, a senior analyst for the Hokies’ foothall staff, talks with
quarterbacks Jason Brown (left) and Grant Wells during halftime of the spring game.

Taylor, who was popular with autograph seekers.

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Brent Pry’s first spring at
Virginia Tech has come to an
end with the school’s annual
spring game, one which was
more of a traditional gameday
than fans had become accus-
tomed to.

The Maroon Team ran away
with it, earning a 26-10 vic-
tory over the White Team at
Lane Stadium.

The Maroon Team out-
gained the White Team 293-
126 in total yards in the two-
hour game while each team
had three sacks on the day.
The day saw a combined eight
runs and passes for over 20
yards.

Two of the eight were pass-
es from quarterback Grant
Wells to receiver Kaleb Smith
with Smith grabbing both a
47-yard touchdown and a 51-
yard touchdown in the first
quarter. In one-on-one cover-
age, Smith beat his man both
times, and Wells threw two
dimes right where they should
be. Smith finished the day
with 103 receiving yards and
three catches.

But many questions are still
to be answered before the team
prepares for summer work-
outs.

One of the biggest ques-
tions still remaining is who
might be the starting kicker.
The candidates are all un-
known commodities.

William Ross is a redshirt-
sophomore from Rock Hill,
S.C., who started at Coastal
Carolina last season before
transferring  to  Tech. He
played with a national all-star

soccer team in Spain and was a
member of the U.S. Develop-
ment Academy program.

Freshman John Love of
Spartanburg, S.C., comes to
Blacksburg with a nice resume.
Some scouting agencies have
labeled him a five-star recruit.
He was ranked as the No. 14
high school kicker in the coun-
try by 247Sports Composite.

The Hokies will miss the
long-legged Parker Romo, as
most of his kickoffs were never
returned for the past two sea-
sons.

A number of players are in
the mix for running back as no
one really stepped to the front
of the line in Saturday’s game.
Malachi Thomas returns after
an excellent second half last
season but is still recuperat-
ing from an injury and did not
play Saturday. Jalen Holston is
a redshirt senior who has yet
to show any breakout perfor-
mances. The other remaining
group consists of several fresh-
men looking for the opportu-
nity.

The offensive line had its
own problems in stopping the
defensive unit from tagging
the quarterbacks. The ques-
tion remains who will line up
on the starting five on game
day.

The defense is still looking
to develop a personality. The
only plus is that Pry is a de-
fensive genius and will turn to
returning linebacker Dax Hol-
lifield to lead.

Hollifield returns for a fifth
season in 2022. The Shelby,
N.C., native led Virginia Tech
in total tackles (92), tackles for
loss (nine) and sacks (four) in
2021. Hollifield has played in

47 games with 35 starts and
has produced 267 total tackles
(111 solo), 23 tackles for loss,
10 sacks, four interceptions,
eight passes defensed, 14 quar-
terback hurries, one fumble
recovery, and a forced fumble.

Chamarri Conner returns
with experience. He ranked
third on the squad in 2021
with 86 total tackles (57 solo).
He tied for second on the team
with 5.5 tackles for loss. Con-
ner has played in 50 games
with 37 starts at Tech.

The fifth question centers
on who might be under cen-
ter for the first game in Sep-
tember. Wells had a good day
but felt little or no pressure.
Meanwhile the other transfer
quarterback, Jason Brown, was
held in check.

Pry said he still was not
ready to name a starter but
liked what he saw from Wells.
“I thought Grant ran the of-
fense really well out there,” the
head coach said.

Pry was also pleased to see
what the two dual quarter-
backs, Taj Bullock and Devin
Farrill, brought to the spring.

Farrell played well, rush-
ing for 41 yards and scoring a
touchdown in the fourth quar-
ter.

A four-player competition
heading into summer seems to
have Wells and Brown as the
leaders.

The key is how the Hokies
will play is the group of trans-
fers as they landed four mid-
year guys.

The group includes quar-
terbacks Jason Brown (South
Carolina) and Grant Wells
(Marshall), as well as wide re-
ceivers Jadan Blue (Temple)

and Stephen Gosnell (North
Carolina).

Brown (6-2, 229) helped
the Gamecocks reach bowl eli-
gibility in 2021. He went 2-2
as a starter, leading the Game-
cocks to wins over Florida and
Auburn. He completed 60 of
108 passes with eight touch-
downs and six interceptions.
He was a 2019 FCS All-Amer-
ica selection at St. Francis after
leading the Northeast Confer-
ence with 3,084 passing yards,
completing 251 of 403 passes
with 28 touchdowns and six
interceptions. Brown prepped
at Chancellor High School in
Fredericksburg, Va.

Wells (6-2, 205) comes to
Blacksburg from Marshall
where he was the starting
quarterback for the past two
seasons. He concluded his
career with the Thundering
Herd after completing 460
of 715 passes for 5,623 yards
with 34 touchdowns and 22
interceptions. He also ran 115
times for 237 yards with nine
touchdowns.

The Charleston, W.Va., na-
tive was named the 2020 Con-
ference USA Freshman of the
Year after leading the confer-
ence with 2,091 passing yards
and 18 touchdown passes.

Blue (6-0, 190) arrives at
Tech following a productive
carcer at Temple where he
caught 169 passes for 1,672
yards with 10 touchdowns in
35 games for the Owls. He also
rushed 12 times for 44 yards.
Blue had five games with 10
or more receptions and posted
six 100-yard receiving games,
including a career-high 132-
yard performance at Maryland
(9/14/19). He earned second-

Send community news and photos

to communitynews@ourvalley.org

team All-American Athletic
Conference honors follow-
ing the 2019 season when he
hauled in a Temple school-
record 95 receptions for 1,067
yards, becoming the first Tem-
ple player to ever accumulate
a 1,000-yard receiving season.

Gosnell (6-2, 210) joins the
Hokies from North Carolina
where he played wide receiver
the past two seasons. He ap-
peared in 15 games for the Tar
Heels during that span and
recorded two receptions for
11 yards. He prepped at East
Surry High School in DPilot
Mountain, N.C. He helped
East Surry to a 15-0 record
and the 1AA state champion-
ship as a senior after recording
68 receptions for 1,544 yards.

The busiest group on Satur-
day was the graduate student
assistants as they ran across the
field on every series change to
call the plays on offense.

Pry presented several team
awards during the halftime
timeout. They were 2022
Most Improved Award, Tight
End Nick Gallo and De-
fensive Lineman Josh Fuga;
2022 Offensive MVP,  Re-
ceiver Da’'Wain Lofton; 2022
Defensive MVP, Defensive
Back Chamarri Conner; 2022
Special Teams MVDE Line-
backer Keli Lawson and De-
fensive Back Jalen Stroman;
2022 President’s Leadership
Award, Linebacker Dax Hol-
lifield; 2022 Frank Beamer
Ultimate Teammate Award,
Quarterback/Athlete Connor
Blumrick.

The new coaching staff will
look for answers as the players
go home for a time before re-
turning to campus.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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Radford High boys claim
title at All-American Relays

www.ourvalley.org

Egg-cellent Easter action

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Radford High School won the boys’
championship at this week’s All-Ameri-
can Relays.

The Bobcats tallied 153 points. Nar-
rows finished in second place with 97
points, Floyd was third with 70 points,
Giles finished fourth with 50 points, and
the Eastern Montgomery Mustangs fin-
ished in sixth place.

Radford’s David Woodard and Eliot
Grayson were named the MVP’s in the
running and the field events respectively.

Woodard won the 200-meters run.
Teammate Vance Steele finished second.
Steele also won the 400-meters run.

Radford’s Michael HIjduk led the
pack to the line in the 800 meters. Gray-
son leaped 6’4” for first in the high jump

for the home squad. Woodward was the
long-jump winner with Grayson second.

Woodward also claimed top honors
in the triple jump at 37°5” with Grayson
third.

Radford’s Zeb Martin won the shot
put with a heave of 39'9”. Eastern
Montgomery’s Seth Burleson and Angel
Ramos-Mendoza finished second and
third.

Jack Woodard gave the host team an-
other first-place finish with a mark of
121°4” in the boys discus.

In the girls competition, Radford’s
Addie Tapp won the 800-meter run
while Angie Lih won the 1,600-meter
event.

Narrows won the girls’ team title with
130 points. Floyd was second at 101.
Eastern Montgomery placed fourth with
57 points. Host Radford finished sixth.

10U Five Star baseball

team wins Christiansburg

spring showcase

oo

at Motor Mile Speedway

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The 10U Five Star baseball team won the United States Specialty Sports
Association (USSSA) Southwest Virginia Elite Spring Showcase this past week
at Harkrader Sports Complex in Christiansburg. The team finished 4-0 on the
weekend, outscoring opponents 45-12. Pictured (front row, left to right) are Jax
McKee, Hunter Akers, Josiah Underwood, Hunter Jones, Drew Peters, Walker
Snidow, Mason Boggs, Eli Martin, Pace Hall, Dhanté Gaynor, and Owen Snider;
(back row, left to right) Coach “0” Gaynor, Goach Tim Hall, Coach Travis Jones,
Coach Josh Akers and Coach Derek Snider.
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ROSIE’S HAS PAID OVER
$3'70,000;0045
IN JACKPOTS!

ARE YOU READY?

1135 VINYARD ROAD | VINTON, VA 24179
ROSIESGAMING.COM Fi¥ ©

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

FEATURING LOCAL BANDS

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
IN APRIL!
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Tyler Warrinier took hoth Virginia mini-cup races Saturday night at Motor Mile

Speedway.

Easter weekend rac-
ing at Motor Mile
Speedway included
some Easter fun for the
kids.

Before the race

cars fired up their en-
gines, the little ones
got to hunt for Easter
eggs with prizes inside
around the back of the
grandstands. But the
big prizes of cold hard
cash were still to come
on the racetrack.
Saturday, Motor Mile
Speedway hosted driv-
ers from all around the
area for a 4-cylinder
Open for the UCar and
Pure 4 divisions with a
top prize of $2,000 for
the winner in the 100-
lap feature. That kind
of prize is not typi-
cally seen at that level
of racing. It was a race
that saw Joshua Gobble
leading early on before
a mechanical failure put
him in the wall. Instead,
John Ketron came out
with the trophy and the
biggest paycheck.
Brandon Suther-

land and Blake Gordon
rounded out the top 3.

The speedway also
welcomed a  visiting
race series, The Vir-
ginia Mini-Cup, which
brought its cool look-
ing small race cars to
buzz around the track.
The cars are so small
the drivers have to use
an opening in the roof
to get in. Six of these
cars brought big action
to the track for twin 25-
lap races.

Tyler Warriner was
the winner of both rac-
es, even with an inver-
sion between the first
and second, and Nate
Thomas finished second
in both races.

Third  place  was
swapped between Tyler
Roach in the first race
and Nathen Reynolds
in the second. The race
with the highest car
count of the afternoon
was the Enduro class.
Just like the open 4-cyl-
inder class, the 100%
stock car set-up Enduros
had a shot at $2,000 to

Life is short.
Don’t make

it shorter.

Choose life. Make sure your kids get
their HPV vaccine and protect them

against cancer.

@vaccinatevirginia

. " Prot1e.cf the ones you Ici.ve,d
&, eT vaccinare
% s

v, VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT
(OF HEALTH

win. These cars are not
actually race cars and
can be any car 1965 or
newer, have 4 to 8 cyl-
inders, stock tires and
rims that are original for
the make and model.

A broken rule dis-
qualified initial winner
Tyler Murray along with
the third- and fourth-
place finishers.

So Jason Ketron was
declared the winner of
the race after post-race
inspections. He was fol-
lowed by Jason Lawson
and Matt Trump.

The weekly racing se-
ries returns on April 23
with twin 50-lap races
for the Late Model Di-
vision, twin 30-lap races
for Sportsman. Super
Streets, Mod-4’s, and
the U-Cars and Pure4’s
will  combine again.
The traveling ‘Southern
Ground Pounders’ Vin-
tage Racing Club will
visit the track. They will
be racing vintage modi-
fied and sportsman cars
from the 1950’s to the
1980’s.

Send community

news and

photos to

communitynews@

ourvalley.org

Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.
Locatty awwz Onerated Since /963
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Dr. Janice Anderson
Doctor of Audiology

Darrell Anderson BC-HIS*
Hearing Instrument Specialist

Complete Hearing Evaluation Video Otoscopic Exam Risk-Free Trial

We have Four Offices to serve you! o
WJIDEX

DUBLIN, VA - 85 CLEBURNE BLVD - (540) 674-4889
HIGH DEFINITION HEARING

WYTHEVILLE,VA BLACKSBURG, VA GALAX, VA
(276) 228-0866 (540) 381-6967 (276) 236-0778

Open Mon thru Fri, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm - anderson-audiology.com
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