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Active duty Coast Guard visits Claytor LakeTiger Hunting (c.1988) by Jamuna Devi—aka Yamuna Devi (1922-2011), Radford 
University Art Museum Collection, donated by the Ethnic Arts Foundation.

CLAYTOR LAKE - Th e job of keeping 
the boating public safe, both on the high 
seas and on the inland waterways, falls to 
the Coast Guard and the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. 

Th e active duty Coast Guard came to 
Claytor Lake last month to support that 
mission. Th eir itinerary was quite varied, 
from meeting with Coast Guard Auxiliary 
University Program students at Virginia 
Tech, to training the Auxiliary, and active-
ly being supported by the Auxiliary while 
they conducted law enforcement missions 
on the lake.  

Th eir purpose for being at Claytor Lake 
extended even further when they met and 

conferenced with a collaboration of: Pu-
laski Emergency Management and Pulaski 
Special Operations, all hosted by Flotilla 
83 at their headquarters at the Search and 
Rescue Detachment on Claytor Lake. Flo-
tilla 83 is actively working to encourage 
increased interagency cooperation for life-
saving operations and environmental pro-
tection on and around the lake. At their 
headquarters on the far side of the lake, 
they have very sophisticated telecommu-
nications and tracking systems to support 
these missions.

Submitted by Gary Sayre of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary

Raja Salhesh’s Garden art 
exhibits breaks boundaries 

RADFORD -  On Th urs-
day, Oct. 13, Raja Salhesh’s 
Garden, an art exhibit fea-
turing works from the op-
pressed Dalit community 
of India’s northern Mithila 
region, will open in Radford 
University’s Art Museum at 
the Covington Center.

Th is is the fi rst inter-
national group exhibition 
of Dalit art shown anywhere.     

Th e groundbreaking 
exhibit is curated by John 
Bowles, who has worked for 
years to bring forward these 
underexposed artists. Al-
though India’s Dalits (for-
merly called “untouch-
ables”) number more than 
200 million, their art has 
received little attention, even 
in their own country. Bowles 
says the uniqueness and im-
portance of the exhibition 
go hand in hand, describing 
Dalit work as “astonishingly 

Grace Episcopal to hold Blessing 
of the Animals and supply drive

RADFORD - In honor of the 
Feast of St. Francis, Grace Episcopal 
Church is holding a Blessing of the 
Animals and a donation drive for 
animal supplies.

“Join us with your animal for a 
celebration of pets at The Garden 
of Grace,” the church announced. 
“Reverend William Yagel will be 
present to give each animal a special 
blessing individually as they arrive.”

The event is scheduled for this 
Saturday, Oct. 8, from 10 a.m. to 
noon.

Animals must be leashed or 
contained in a pet carrier. Other 
opportunities include participation 
in a pet memorial, pet goody bags, 
a walk with the pet in the labyrinth, 
and information about local pet 

resources. Donations will be collected 
for Fido’s Pantry and the Radford 
Animal Shelter. Fido’s Pantry is a 
program through Agency on Aging 
that provides pet food to senior 
citizens with pets.  

Items being collected for Fido’s 
Pantry include canned dog or cat 
food, five-pound bags of dry dog or cat 
food, and kitty litter. Items collected 
for the Animal Shelter include Purina 
Dog Chow Chicken (green bag), 
Purina Cat Chow Complete (blue 
bag), Purina Kitten Chow (yellow 
bag), O Cedar Spin Mop Bucket 
set, and Dawn dish soap. 

Grace Episcopal Church is located 
at 210 Fourth St., Radford.

Radford News Journal staff report

See Exhibits, page 2

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Chief Campbell and LT Bannon debrief the Coast Guard Auxiliary on the dock after 
their support of the law enforcement mission.

Radford citizens encouraged to 
vote for Radford’s offi  cial tree

RADFORD – Th e Radford City 
Council recently received an update on 
the city’s Beautifi cation and Municipal 
Forestry Commission and its eff ort to 
plant 150 trees in 2022 in honor of the 
150th anniversary of Arbor Day.

“We’re pretty close to reaching that 
goal,” said Dr. Matt Close, co-chair of the 
commission. “We should get there if we 
can get everything planted before winter.”

Close said about 40 trees were planted 
on West Main Street, and other plantings 
include a centerpiece cedar tree planted 
in the center of the roundabout at Sun-
dell Drive, Eastern Redbud trees along 
Sundell Drive, several trees at Glencoe 
Mansion and the Mary Draper Ingles 
Cultural Heritage Park, East Main Street, 
Scott Street and Dick Davis Drive, and in 
Bisset Park and along New River Drive.

Close said he would like to see the city 
enhance the health of its tree population 
by increasing public awareness and train-

ing for proper tree pruning and removal, 
the best species to plant locally, and pos-
sible changes in policies and city code re-
garding tree planting and removal.

Close also introduced Jesse Kelly, who 
operates a non-profi t called Nursery Na-
tives, the mission of which is “restor-
ing native ecosystems, food sources and 
community, one tree at a time.” Kelly 
has launched a Facebook page to allow 
citizens to vote on an offi  cial Radford city 
tree. Close said once the voting is over, 
the Beautifi cation Commission will like-
ly appear before the city council in the 
hopes the city will offi  cially adopt a city 
tree.

Kelly said there are fi ve tree species in 
the fi nal  running for the offi  cial Radford 
city tree. Th ey are the Eastern Redbud, 
the Common Paw Paw, the Cucumber 
Magnolia, the Red Maple, and the Flow-
ering Dogwood. Th e trees are all recom-
mended species for the local area through 
the Virginia Department of Forestry. Vot-
ing is open until Oct. 10 at (https://www.
facebook.com/groups/radfordcitytree).

FACEBOOK IMAGE
Citizens can vote for Radford’s official city tree from five finalists. Voting is open 
until Oct. 10 at www.facebook.com/groups/radfordcitytree.

City Council passes 
October proclamations

RADFORD – The Radford City 
Council passed proclamations in sup-
port of several initiatives at its recent 
meeting.

October is National Arts and Hu-
manities Month, and the council’s 
proclamation “calls upon the citizens 
of Radford to celebrate, explore, and 
participate in the arts and culture of 
the City of Radford.”

“The arts and humanities are the 
embodiment of all things beautiful 
and entertaining in the world, the 
enduring record of human achieve-
ment,” said council member Dr. 
Richard Harshberger in reading the 
proclamation at the  council’s Sept. 
26 meeting. “The arts and humani-
ties enhance every aspect of life in the 
City of Radford, improving our econ-
omy, enriching our civic life, driving 
tourism, and exerting a profound 
positive influence on the education of 
our children; and arts education re-
search shows that the arts help to fos-
ter discipline, creativity, imagination, 
self-expression, and problem-solving 
skills while also helping to develop 
a heightened appreciation of beauty 
and cross-cultural understanding.” 

Fire Prevention Week is the sub-
ject of the second proclamation the 
city council passed. Fire Prevention 
Week is celebrated nationally from 
Oct. 9–15, and the local proclama-
tion “urges the community to plan 
and practice a home fire escape for 
Fire Prevention Week 2022 and to 

support the many public safety activi-
ties and efforts of Radford’s fire and 
emergency services.”

“The City of Radford is commit-
ted to ensuring the safety and security 
of all those living in and visiting our 
city,” said council member Jessie Fos-
ter in reading the proclamation. “Fire 
is a serious public safety concern both 
locally and nationally, and homes 
are the locations where people are at 
greatest risk from fire.

“Radford residents should be sure 
everyone in the home understands 
the sounds of the alarms and knows 
how to respond,” she said. “Radford 
residents who have planned and prac-
ticed a home fire escape plan are more 
prepared and will therefore be more 
likely to survive a fire.

“City of Radford first responders 
are dedicated to reducing the occur-
rence of home fires and home fire 
injuries through prevention and pro-
tection education and the 2022 Fire 
Prevention Week theme, “Fire Won’t 
Wait. Plan Your Escape,” effectively 
serves to remind us it is important to 
have a home fire escape plan,” Foster 
said.

The final proclamation city council 
passed is in support of Public Power 
Week, celebrated through this Satur-
day, Oct. 8, 2022. The proclamation 
“recognizes the Radford Electric De-
partment for its contributions to the 
community and its efforts to educate 
customers and employees on the ben-
efits of public power.

Heather Bell
hbell@ourvalley.org

Heather Bell
hbell@ourvalley.org

Medni Tree (2019) by Rama Devi. Bihar Collection of 
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Pechman, Washington, D.C.

See Proclamations, page 6
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Monday, Oct. 10:

Radford City Council meet-
ing

Th e Radford City Council 
will meet in the Starnes Council 
Chambers at the Radford Mu-
nicipal Building, 10 Robertson 
St., at 7 p.m. Th e agenda can be 
found at www.radfordva.gov.

Board of Supervisors meet-
ing

Public meetings are the sec-
ond and fourth Monday of 
each month at the Montgomery 
County Government Center, 
755 Roanoke St. in Christians-
burg. Closed sessions begin at 
6 p.m. if needed. Open sessions 
begin at 7:15 p.m. Citizens are 
invited to attend and are allowed 
to speak at each meeting. All 
regular meetings of the Board of 
Supervisors are rebroadcast on 
Montgomery County Comcast 
and Shentel Channel 190 daily.

RCPS Special Education Ad-
visory Committee meeting

A Radford City Public 
Schools Special Education Ad-
visory Committee meeting will 
be held at 4 p.m. at McHarg El-
ementary School, 700 12th St., 
Radford. Th e public is invited 
to attend. Th e meeting will be 
available virtually using Google 
Meet. To be invited using Google 
Meet, contact Anne Goodman, 
Chair, at 540-267-7144, or Kate 
Leeper, Vice Chair/Secretary, at 
540-267-7223, to obtain a vir-
tual meeting link. 

STEM club
At the Christiansburg Li-

brary; 1 p.m. Join this home-
school STEM club to explore 
science, technology, engineer-
ing, or math. Ages 8 and up.

 
Healthy eating and cooking 

for your family using an instant 
pot

At the Meadowbrook Public 
Library at 5:30 p.m. Come learn 
how to make aff ordable, healthy 
snacks and meals using an in-
stant pot for the family.  Receive 
free cooking utensils at each 
class and register for an instant 
pot and cookbook on comple-
tion of the 4-week series. Activi-
ties will be provided for children 
3 and older. Registration is re-
quired as space is limited.  Th is 
program is co-sponsored by the 
Virginia Cooperative Extension. 
For more information call the  
Meadowbrook Library at 540-
268-1964.

Tuesday, Oct. 11:
Sons of Confederate Veterans 

meeting
Th e Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, Stuart Horse Artillery 
Camp 1784 will meet at 7 p.m. 
at Aly’s Family Italian Restau-
rant, 3204 Riner Rd. Members 
of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy (UDC) are invit-
ed to attend. For further infor-
mation, call 540-320-4315 or 
540-239-9864.

School board meeting
Th e Radford City School 

Board will meet at 6 p.m. in the 
RCPS Administration Building, 
1612 Wadsworth St. Th e agenda 
can be found at www.rcps.org.

Blacksburg Town Council 
meeting

Th e Blacksburg Town Coun-
cil will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Roger E. Hedgepeth Chambers 
of the Blacksburg Municipal 
Building, 300 S. Main St. Th ese 
meetings are open to the public 
and are televised live on WTOB 
Channel 2. Meetings are held 
the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month.

Christiansburg Town Coun-
cil meeting

Christiansburg Town Coun-
cil meetings are held on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers of Town Hall (100 E. 
Main Street).

Spooky movie trivia for teens
At the Radford Public Library 

5:30 to 6:30 p.m. A friendly 
Halloween-themed trivia com-
petition for teens. Each correct 
answer will earn a piece of candy.

Women’s Club of Radford 
meeting.

Th e Woman’s Club of Rad-
ford will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 
11 at 10:30 a.m. at the Radford 
Public Library.

Thursday, Oct. 13: 
Ice cream social, wealth gap 

discussion
Our Saviour Lutheran 

Church, 1845 Cambria St., 
Christiansburg, will host an ice 
cream social and discussion of 
the wealth gap in the United 
States from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in 
the church’s fellowship hall. Fol-
lowing refreshments, the church 
will use a Bread for the World’s 
Racial Wealth Gap exercise to 
guide the conversation. Th is 
event is sponsored by the church 

and LT2 (“Learning to Live To-
gether”).

River City Quilt Guild
Th e River City Quilt Guild 

meets the second Th ursday 
of each month at 9:30 a.m. 
at Grove United Methodist 
Church, 1020 Tyler Ave., Rad-
ford. Th is guild is for those will-
ing to share their knowledge 
and learn from others. All skill 
levels of quilters are welcome. 
For more information call Anna 
Handy, 540-320-7791.

Saturday, Oct. 15:
National Paint Your Own 

Pottery Day celebrated at local 
studio

Paint Your Own Pottery 
(PYOP) stores around the coun-
try will off er special classes and 
events to celebrate National 
PYOP Day. Paint ‘n Fun Ce-
ramics in Christiansburg will be 
participating with activities for 
everyone in the family.

Radford Reads
Mystery author Katharine 

Schellman will talk about two 
of her new books, “Death at the 
Manor” (Lily Adler series, Book 
3), and “Last Call at the Night-
ingale” at the Radford Public 
Library at 3 p.m. Blacksburg 
Books will be present to sell 
copies of Katharine’s books. Th is 
event was made possible by the 
Lamplighters.

Sunday, Oct. 16:
Author Talk with Jane Goette 
At the Blacksburg Library 

at 2 p.m. Jane Goette will talk 
about her book, “A River Road 
Memoir,” a journey through a 
young girl’s idyllic childhood 
in the rural South to her rest-
less adolescence when the Civil 
Rights struggle becomes urgent 
and personal to her family. Th e 
unfolding story is told through 
the second daughter’s eyes. Th is 
author event is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library. For more 
information, contact Linda 
Spivey at 540-382-6969, ext. 
221.

Thursday, Oct. 20:
Radford Photo Club meeting
Th e Radford Photo Club will 

meet at the Radford Public Li-
brary at 6 p.m. Sharon Gilbert of 
Radford will talk about the dif-
ferent formats she uses to print 
her photos, such as ceramic tile, 
wood, slate, and metal. Meet-

ings, events, and outings are 
open to the public. Th e photo 
challenge for October is pets. 
Th e club is made up of profes-
sional and amateur photogra-
phers from throughout the New 
River Valley. Learn more about 
the club by searching for “Rad-
ford Photo Club” on Facebook.

Legend of Sleepy Hollow
Come to the Radford Public 

Library at 5 p.m. for a perfor-
mance of the classic Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow by Bright Star 
Th eatre. Follow Ichabod Crane 
as he becomes the schoolmas-
ter in Sleepy Hollow and the 
spooky events no one will ever 
forget! Appropriate for ages 4+. 
Sponsored by the Lamplighters.

Saturday, Oct. 22:
Blacksburg UMC children’s 

consignment sale
Th e Blacksburg United 

Methodist Church will hold its 
semi-annual children’s consign-
ment sale at the Whisner Build-
ing on the main church campus, 
111 Church St., from 9 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.

Blacksburg leaf compost pick 
up 

Loose and bagged leaves col-
lected by the town are compos-
ted into leaf mulch. Th is mulch 
can be used as a soil additive, for 
composting and is available to 
Blacksburg residents for pickup.

Register at: https://www.
blacksburg.gov/Home/Com-
ponents/News/News/10139/3
04?backlist=%2fhome%2f-fsit-
eid-1#!/.

Sons of Norway meeting
For all people of Scandina-

vian/Nordic heritage or those 
interested in the Nordic coun-
tries (Norway, Sweden, Den-
mark, Finland, Iceland), inter-
esting programs, and activities 
on heritage and culture. Th e 
local lodge of the international 
Sons of Norway organization 
meets on the fourth Saturday 
of each month (except for spe-
cial events), from 1 to 3 p.m., 
at College Lutheran Church, 
210 South College Ave., Salem.  
All ages are welcome, men and 
women, boys and girls. For in-
formation, call Joann Barfi eld, 
540-380-2926.

Ongoing:
Stormwater utility cred-

its available
Residents of the Town of 

Blacksburg who have a storm-
water facility on their site, 
may qualify for a credit on 
their monthly stormwater util-
ity fees. Go to www.blacksburg.
gov/stormwaterfund and review 
the  Stormwater Utility Credit 
Manual to see if you qualify. Th e 
deadline for applications is Jan. 
1, 2023. For questions, con-
tact stormwater@blacksburg.
gov or call 540-443-1354.

Halloween costume drive
Now through Oct. 15 at 

the Meadowbrook Public Li-
brary. Th e library is collecting 
new and like-new Halloween 
costumes in all sizes. Drop off  
a costume at the circulation 
desk during library hours. Cos-
tumes are for a free program on 
Monday, Oct. 17, at the Mead-
owbrook Library from 5:15 to 
6:30 p.m. First come fi rst served 
while costumes last.

Coat Drive in memory of 
Cindy Collins

Underway at the Meadow-
brook Public Library. Donations 
of new and gently used coats siz-
es 4t-XXL may be dropped off  
at the Meadowbrook Public Li-
brary in memory of Cindy Col-
lins, who died on Aug. 3. Coats 
will be for students in Eastern 
Montgomery. Contact Cindy 
Minnick with any questions. 
(540) 268-1964.

 
Applications underway for 

NRV Master Gardener grants
Th e NRV Master Gardener 

Association is now accepting 
grant applications for 2023 gar-
dening projects. Grants will be 
awarded based on merit to edu-
cational, caregiving or commu-
nity-based organizations seeking 
to educate, involve, and/or im-
prove quality of life through a 
gardening-related project. Open 
to counties of Floyd, Giles, Pu-
laski, and Montgomery (and 
towns within) and the City of 
Radford. Grants have previously 
been awarded to public and pri-
vate schools, 4-H groups, pub-
lic libraries, educational groups, 
community gardens, and nurs-
ing homes. Applications must 
be electronically received (if 
emailed) or postmarked (if 
mailed through the USPS) by 
Oct. 15, 2022. For more infor-
mation and to submit a project 
application, contact Carol Trutt: 
540-239-9591 caroltrutt53@
hotmail.com. Email is preferred, 
but applications may be mailed 
to Carol at the following ad-
dress: 95 N Surry Circle, Chris-
tiansburg, VA 24073.

Exhibits from page 1

at the museum, however, 
attest to Dalit art as highly 
creative, intricate, and cap-
tivating for viewers. Th ere-
fore, Bowles stresses, bring-
ing Dalit art to the public 
in this way challenges ste-
reotypes and mispercep-
tions about this centuries-
long maligned community.  

Less encumbered by the 
visual conventions and sub-
ject matter followed by most 
of their upper caste neigh-
bors, Mithila’s Dalit artists’ 
paintings off er some of the 
region’s most innovative and 
vigorous imagery.  

“Th ere could be few 
people in the world more 
economically, culturally, 
and socially marginalized 
than the Dalits of Mithila,” 
says Bowles, noting this 
is particularly true of the 
Dalit women. “Yet, these 
paintings radiate positivity, 
powerfully and beautifully 
expressed, sometimes with 
remarkable rhythmic bold-
ness, sometimes with delicate 
subtlety, that might be com-
pared to jazz music.”  

Th e historic exhibition 
features paintings by 17 of 
Mithila’s leading Dalit artists 
which range from Jamuna 
Dev’s colorful depictions of 
the Dalit hero-deity Raja 
Salhesh to Urmila Devi’s in-
tricate imagery based on tat-
too designs.  

And contemporary con-
cerns occasionally arise in 
Dalit art. A series of 19 draw-
ings by Ranjit Paswan de-
picts COVID’s impact 
during India’s prolonged na-
tionwide lockdown.  

While Raja Salhesh’s 
Garden is the season’s main 
exhibition at the Radford 
University Art Museum, it is 
not a stand-alone event. Th e 

Radford Art Museum has 
also helped coordinate three 
satellite art exhibitions. 

 “Mithila Medley” at the 
Floyd Center for the Arts 
shows works by both Dalit 
and upper caste artists in 
Mithila. Blackburg’s Miller-
Off -Main Street Gallery 
presents a solo exhibition of 
paintings by the emerging 
Dalit artist Naresh Paswan, 
and the Mithila-inspired il-
lustrations by the French 
author and Legion of Honor 
inductee Martine Le Coz are 
on display at the Art Mu-
seum’s Tyler Gallery. 

Other complementary 
events include a documenta-
ry screening, two stage plays, 
and an international sympo-
sium, “Mithila Musings.”   

Th e fi rst part of “Mithila 
Musings” takes place at the 
Floyd Center for the Arts 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. on 
Oct. 13. Th e second runs 
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at 
Radford University’s Davis 
Auditorium in the Coving-
ton Center.

Not surprisingly, this ef-
fort has been several years in 
the making.  

Museum director Steve 
Arbury says preparing an 
exhibition such as Raja 
Salhesh’s Garden is a long, 
time-intensive process that 
“requires great attention to 
detail, even more so in this 
case because we are also 
publishing an online catalog 
to accompany the exhibi-
tion.” Th e process involves 
selecting art from numer-
ous sources, photographing, 
framing, writing text panels, 
acquiring new scholarly es-
says, researching and writing 
catalog entries, and fi nally 
mounting the exhibition.  

“And each of those pro-

cesses has multiple layers,” 
says Arbury. “Catalog entries 
and text labels require exten-
sive research, as well as mul-
tiple proof readings by sev-
eral people. “And installation 
must be preceded by loan 
arrangements, international 
shipping, local framing, 
and careful planning of the 
location of each work in the 
gallery.”  

However, the results are 
more than worth the eff ort.   

Th e team has produced 
an impressive collection 
and an exhibition of vari-
ous works that John Bowles 
hopes will delight and im-
press those who come to see 
it.  

“Th e transformative pow-
er of art should never be un-
derestimated,” he says with 
enthusiasm.   

He points to the fact that 
most of Mithila’s artists are 
women whose artistic talents 
have led them to become re-
spected family breadwinners 
for the fi rst time. In turn, 
the artists have been able to 
improve their personal eco-
nomic conditions and the 
social and cultural standing 
of the Dalit community in 
general.  

“Whatever one’s material 
circumstances in life, the hu-
man spirit can create visions 
of transcendence that are 
deeply moving and trans-
forming,” Bowles said.     

For more information 
on Raja Salhesh’s Garden, 
as well as the other events, 
visit Radford University’s Art 
Museum webpage.     

All events and exhibits are 
free and open to the public. 
No tickets are required.

 
Sean Kotz  

underappreciated and rarely 
seen.    

“Unfortunately, in the 

eyes of many of their Indian 
compatriots, the Dalits have 
been perceived as having no 

real culture or aptitude for 
creating art.”  

Th e paintings on display 
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PETS OF THE WEEK

Buddy is a sweet younger dog with a happy attitude. He enjoys delicious treats and 
playing with tennis balls. He can be a little shy in new surroundings but is friendly 
once comfortable. Meet Buddy at the Animal Care and Adoption Center.

Dipper is ready to find his people. This pawsome little guy doesn’t mind being held 
by his favorite humans and occasionally lets out soft purrs like a cat, when he feels 
content. His adoption includes his full guinea pig cage setup.

NRV Women’s Resource Center Coats for Kids drive underway
Th e Women’s Resource Cen-

ter of the New River Valley’s 
Coats for Kids collection is un-
derway through October 30.

Being collected are coats for 
new and/or used light jackets 
and winter coats for both chil-
dren and adults.

Drop-off  locations and con-
tacts in Christiansburg are 
American National Bank & 
Trust, 2950 Market St NE – 

Dawn Bryant – 540-391-4040; 
First Bank & Trust Co, 150 
Peppers Ferry RD NE- Ma-
rie Rorrer – 540-260-9060; 
Holiday Inn, 99 Bradley Dr – 
Front Desk – 540.382.6500; 
Paint-N-Fun, Uptown Chris-
tiansburg – Terri Welch – 540-
381-1770; Tan N Tone, 1504 
N Franklin St - Sherry Chan-
dler - 540.381-3777; and Tuck 
Chiropractic Clinic, 2045 N 

Franklin St. - Dr. Jessica Morris 
540.382.3000.

Drop-off  locations and con-
tacts in Blacksburg are Blacks-
burg Ballet/ Dance Tech, 1101 
N Main St – Paige Godwin 
540-961-6666; Courtyard by 
Marriott, 105 Southpark Dr– 
Front Desk – 540-552-5222; 
Smith and Associates, Ameri-
prise, 1901 S Main St. - Chris-
tine Smith – 540-443-9143; 

Tuck Chiropractic Clinic, 620 
N Main St.- Dr. Jennifer Rath-
mann – 540.951.4357.

Drop-off  locations and con-
tacts in Radford are Farmers 
Insurance, 1055 E Main Street 
– Belinda Blodgett Agency – 
540-838-2198; Lil’ Bit Corny, 
111 3rd Street, – Christine 
Eilert – 540-250-0236; Rid-
path Insurance Agency, 6107 
Fulk Dr, - Suzie Anderson – 

540.731.8696.
Drop-off  locations and 

contacts in Fairlawn are Cur-
tis Crowder- 540-731-6000; 
Pulaski County Chamber of 
Commerce, 6580 Valley Cen-
ter Dr, – Shannon Ainsley 
- 540.674.1991; New River 
Radio Group, 7080 Lee Hwy; 
Tuck Chiropractic Clinic, 7350 
Peppers Ferry Blvd. Suite B, - Dr 
DJ McAnich - 540.731.4357.

October schedule of events: Jessie Peterman Memorial Library
Saturday, Oct. 8

Grub club at 11 a.m.
Th is new cooking pro-

gram for kids will teach 
important kitchen skills 
and show them how to 
make simple and fun reci-
pes that do not require an 
oven. Recommended for 
ages 8 and up.

Children under 10 
need to be accompanied 
by an adult. Registration 

is required. Th e program 
is not recommended for 
those with food allergies.

Adopt a shelter dog 
celebration at 1:30 p.m. 

Adopt a shelter dog 
celebration is an adop-
tion event in cooperation 
with the Floyd County 
Humane SocietyStop by 
the library to meet some 
new furry friends that are 
looking for their fur-ever 

home.

Tuesday, Oct. 
11 

At 3:00 p.m. Certifi ed 
Peer Recovery Specialist 
meeting

A certifi ed peer re-
covery specialist from 
the 401 Peer Center will 
lead a group meeting at 
Jessie Peterman Memo-

rial Library in Floyd ev-
ery Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. 
Anyone who would like 
to add connection and 
support into their lives is 
welcome to participate. 
Certifi ed Peer Recovery 
Specialists are trained to 
off er support to individu-
als who are dealing with 
substance use disorder 
and/or mental health 
challenges. Th ese meet-
ings will provide a safe, 

non-judgmental space 
that will promote overall 
wellness. Th ere is no need 
to sign up.  

Curious craft club at 
4:30 p.m.

Th e curious craft club 
will be making Hallow-
een Pumpkin Lanterns 
at the library on Tuesday, 
October 11th at 4:30 pm. 
It’s time to make perfectly 
spooky papier-mâché lan-
terns. Participants can 

have lots of fun with a 
messy afternoon of rip-
ping paper, water, and 
glue.

Thursday, Oct. 
13 at 2 p.m.

Talking about books
To be discussed is the 

book “Memphis” by Tara 
Stringfellow. New mem-
bers are welcome.

Virginia is for bug lovers 
with Virginia Tech’s 
five bug-centric events 
across the state this fall

Th is fall, the College 
of Agriculture and Life 
Science’s Department of 
Entomology and Virginia 
Cooperative Extension are 
hosting fi ve bug-centric 
events in fi ve Virginia 
locales: Montgomery 
County, Henrico County, 
Virginia Beach, Pulaski 
County, and Radford.

Virginia Tech bug fes-
tivals are free, commu-
nity events that invite visi-
tors and school children 
to learn about science 
through the fascinating 
and important world of 
entomology. Topics range 
from pollinators and ur-
ban pests to aquatic insects 
and forensic entomology. 
Each event features ex-
hibits from Virginia Tech 
and around the region, 
hands-on activities, and, of 
course, lots of bugs.

University and commu-
nity experts are on hand 
to answer questions and 
share their own excitement 
about bugs.

“Our goals are to in-
spire the next generation 
of scientists and showcase 
the importance of insects 
worldwide,” said festival 
organizer and Department 
of Entomology faculty 
member Daniel Frank. 
“And what better vehicle to 
evoke curiosity than the vi-
brant, often alien-looking, 
extreme world of bugs.”

Each Hokie bug festi-
val has something special 
to off er, and with events 

spanning the state, there’s 
something for everyone.

Montgomery County
One of Virginia Tech’s 

largest science outreach 
events of the year, Hokie 
BugFest 2022 returns for 
a 12th year on Saturday, 
Oct. 8, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. in Squires Student 
Center in Blacksburg. (A 
special pre-opening from 
9 to 10 a.m. is reserved for 
people with mobility or 
other special needs.)

“We are thrilled to be 
back in person after two 

years of online program-
ming during the pandem-
ic,” said Frank.

Th is year’s event boasts 
over 30 exhibitors includ-
ing Virginia Tech labs, 
area museums, commu-
nity groups, and indus-
try experts. Visitors will 
enjoy hands-on activities, 
working bee hives, a bug 
library, 3D insects, and 
plenty of live arthropods 
including scorpions, blue 
death feigning beetles, 
tarantulas, millipedes, 
hissing cockroaches, and 
more.

DOSWELL—Culpeper gardener 
Paul Jarosh’s 103-pound butternut 
squash smashed a world record at the 
recent State Fair of Virginia Giant Veg-
etable Competition.

Th e squash weighs almost 40 pounds 
more than the current entry in the Guin-
ness Book of World Records, and 20 
pounds more than the standing record 
with the Great Pumpkin Common-
wealth.

Jarosh was inspired to grow giant veg-
etables in his backyard garden after wit-
nessing previous State Fair weigh-off s. 
He obtained seeds from another world 
record holder.

“As soon as I set the fruit, I knew there 
was something diff erent about it; it grew 
so rapidly,” he said. “Th ere’s so much at-
tention to detail and consistency when 
growing giant vegetables.”

He conducted soil sampling and patch 
amendments for optimal growth.

“And I was clipping fl owers off  pump-
kins every day to prevent the attraction 
of pests,” Jarosh said.

He also took fi rst place for his 
174.5-pound bushel gourd and sixth 
place for a 230-pound pumpkin.

For now, Jarosh is reveling in the 
world butternut title.

“Th ere’s another gentleman in Michi-

gan who has a similar-sized fruit,” he 
said. Th ey met in an online giant veg-
etable growing community, compar-
ing numbers, and estimating potential 
weights based on measurements.

“I’m waiting on him to weigh his 
fruit this weekend to see if he beats me,” 
Jarosh said. “Either way, I broke the 
world record at the State Fair, and no one 
can take that away from me right now.”

Setting a new State Fair record, Mid-
dlesex County gardener Luke Williams’ 
Carolina X giant watermelon weighed 
in at 259.5 pounds, beating the previous 
254-pound record from 2018. He also 
won the competition in 2021.

“I lost a bigger one than what I en-
tered this year!” Williams lamented. “I 
pay attention to genetics, halfway-decent 
soil, nutrition and keeping it disease- and 
pest-free. But genetics is by far the most 
important.”

Williams said he will save seeds to per-
petuate the watermelon’s strong genetics 
and try again next year.

“I want to grow one to 300 pounds,” 
he said. “And I might quit after that.”

Barry Shrum of Shenandoah County 
grew this year’s winning pumpkin, which 
weighed 756 pounds. Southampton 
County’s Ricky Atkins grew the runner-
up, which weighed 642 pounds.

PHOTO COURTESY OF VIRGINIA FARM BUREAU
Culpeper gardener Paul Jarosh’s 103-pound butternut squash set a new world 
record at the recent State Fair of Virginia Giant Vegetable Competition.

Virginia-grown giant vegetables 
break world and State Fair records
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Due to the pending weath-
er forecasts, Governor Glenn 
Youngkin Th ursday declared a 
State of Emergency in advance 
of Hurricane Ian, which is ex-
pected to impact portions of 
Virginia starting on Friday, Sep-
tember 30, 2022.

Th is State of Emergency al-
lows the commonwealth to mo-
bilize resources and equipment 
needed for response and recov-
ery eff orts. Virginians should 
be prepared for the potential of 
severe rainfall, fl ooding, wind 
damage, tornadoes, and other 
storm-related impacts.

Localities throughout the 
commonwealth may experience 
diff erent impacts from Hurri-
cane Ian. VHSL encourages its 
member schools to follow local 
forecasts and the governor’s di-
rectives when deciding whether 
to postpone or play scheduled 
athletic events on Friday and 
Saturday. Each school is respon-
sible for making these decisions.

VHSL also reminds all its 
members to take all necessary 
precautions to ensure the health 
and safety of athletes, coaches, 
offi  cials, spirit groups, bands, 
and spectators.

Th e full text of the governor’s 
declaration reads as follows:

NUMBER TWENTY-TWO 
(2022)

DECLARATION OF A 
STATE OF EMERGENCY 
DUE TO HURRICANE IAN

Importance of the Issue
Th e Virginia Emergency Op-

erations Center has been moni-
toring Hurricane Ian that, as of

0500 this morning, was lo-
cated 75 miles WSW of Naples, 
Fla., moving at 10 mph. Ian is 
expected to make landfall in 
Florida this afternoon as a cata-
strophic Category 4 hurricane.

Although the forecasted 
tracks will become more certain 
in the coming days, Virginia is 
leaning forward given the likeli-
hood of severe rainfall, fl ooding, 
wind damage, tornadoes, and 
other storm-related impacts as 
Ian moves north into the com-
monwealth and neighboring ju-
risdictions. 

Th e eff ects of this weather 
system are also likely to cause 
signifi cant impacts to infrastruc-
ture, roadways, and utilities. 
Pre-positioning supplies will be 
necessary to assist our local part-
ners, and the Virginia Emergen-
cy Support Team will continue 
to support this incident.

Th e anticipated eff ects of this 
situation constitute a disaster as 

described in § 44-146.16
of the Code of Virginia 

(Code). Th erefore, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by 
Article V,

Section 7 of the Constitution 
of Virginia, by §§ 44-146.17 
and 44-75.1 of the Code, as 
Governor

and Director of Emergency 
Management and Command-
er-in-Chief of the Common-
wealth’s

armed forces, Virginia Na-
tional Guard, I proclaim a state 
of emergency.

Accordingly, I direct state and 
local governments to render ap-
propriate assistance to prepare 
for this event, to alleviate any 
conditions resulting from the 
situation, and to implement 
recovery and mitigation opera-
tions and activities so as to re-
turn impacted areas to pre-event 
conditions as much as possible.

Emergency services shall be 
conducted in accordance with § 
44-146.13 et seq. of the Code.

2 Directive
In order to marshal all public 

resources and appropriate pre-
paredness, response, and

recovery measures, I order the 
following actions:

1. Implementation by state 

agencies of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia Emergency Opera-
tions Plan, as amended, along 
with other appropriate state 
plans.

2. Activation of the Virginia 
Emergency Operations Center 
and the Virginia Emergency 
Support Team, as directed by 
the State Coordinator of Emer-
gency Management, to coordi-
nate the provision of assistance 
to state, local, and tribal govern-
ments and to facilitate emergen-
cy services assignments to other 
agencies.

3. Authorization for the 
heads of executive branch agen-
cies, on behalf of their regula-
tory boards as appropriate, and 
with the concurrence of their 
cabinet secretary, to waive any 
state requirement or regulation, 
and enter into contracts without 
regard to normal procedures or 
formalities, and without regard 
to application or permit fees or 
royalties.

All waivers issued by agencies 
shall be posted on their websites.

4. Activation of § 59.1-525 et 
seq. of the Code related to price 
gouging.

5. Authorization of a maxi-
mum of $2,750,000 in state sum 
suffi  cient funds for state and lo-

cal government mission assign-
ments and state response and 
recovery operations authorized 
and coordinated through the 
Virginia Department of Emer-
gency Management allowable 
by Th e Staff ord Act, 42 U.S.C. 
§ 5121 et seq. Included in this 
authorization is $750,000.00 
for the Department of Military 
Aff airs.

6. Activation of the Virginia 
National Guard to State Active 
Duty.

Eff ective Date of this Execu-
tive Order

Th is Executive Order shall be 
eff ective September 28, 2022, 
and shall remain in full force 
and in eff ect until October 27, 
2022, unless sooner amended or 
rescinded by further executive 
order. Termination of this execu-
tive order is not intended to ter-
minate any federal type benefi ts 
granted or to be granted due to 
injury or death as a result of ser-
vice under this executive order.

Given under my hand and 
under the Seal of the Common-
wealth of Virginia, this 28th day 
of September 2022.

Glenn Youngkin, Governor

Attested to by Kay Coles James, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth

Governor declares state of emergency in advance of Hurricane Ian

Send community news and photos 
to communitynews@ourvalley.org

Virginia gas prices fall another 3.3 cents per gallon

Average gasoline prices in Virgin-
ia have fallen 3.3 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging $3.30/g to-
day, according to GasBuddy’s sur-
vey of 4,081 stations in Virginia. 
Prices in Virginia are 26.2 cents per 
gallon lower than a month ago and 
stand 25.3 cents per gallon higher 
than a year ago. Th e national aver-
age price of diesel has declined 2.9 
cents in the last week and stands at 

$4.86 per gallon.
According to GasBuddy price 

reports, the cheapest station in Vir-
ginia was priced at $2.81/g yester-
day while the most expensive was 
$4.29/g, a diff erence of $1.48/g. 
Th e lowest price in the state yes-
terday was $2.81/g while the high-
est was $4.29/g, a diff erence of 
$1.48/g.

Th e national average price of 

gasoline has risen 11.1 cents per 
gallon in the last week, averaging 
$3.78/g today. Th e national aver-
age is up 0.4 cents per gallon from 
a month ago and stands 59.8 cents 
per gallon higher than a year ago, 
according to GasBuddy data com-
piled from more than 11 million 
weekly price reports covering over 
150,000 gas stations across the 
country.

You may have heard that 
you can simplify your in-
vestment strategy just by 
owning index-based or pas-
sive investments. But is this 
a good idea? You’ll want to 
consider the diff erent as-
pects of this type of invest-
ment style. 

To begin with, an index-
based investment is a ve-
hicle such as a mutual fund 
or an exchange-traded fund 
(ETF) that mimics the 
performance of a market 
benchmark, or index — 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average, the S&P 500, and 
so on. (An ETF is similar 
to a mutual fund in that 
it holds a variety of invest-

Financial Focus: Should you stick 
with index-based investments? 

ments but diff ers in that it 
is traded like a common 
stock.) You can also invest 
in index funds that track 
the bond market. 

Index investing does 
off er some benefi ts. Most 
notably, it’s a buy-and-
hold strategy, which is typ-
ically more eff ective than 
a market-timing approach 
in which individuals try 
to buy investments when 
their prices are down and 
sell them when the prices 
rise. Attempts to time the 
market this way are usu-
ally futile because nobody 
can really predict when 
high and low points will 
be reached. Plus, the very 
act of constantly buying 
and selling investments 
can generate commissions 
and fees, which can lower 
your overall rate of return. 
Th us, index investing gen-
erally involves lower fees 
and is considered more tax 
effi  cient than a more active 
investing style.

Also, when the fi nancial 
markets are soaring, which 
happened for several years 
until this year’s downturn, 
index-based investments 

can certainly look pretty 
good. After all, when the 
major indices go up, index 
funds will do the same.

Conversely, during a 
correction, when the mar-
ket drops at least 10% 
from recent highs, or dur-
ing a bear market, when 
prices fall 20% or more, 
index-based investments 
will likely follow the same 
downward path. 

And there are also other 
issues to consider with 
index-based investments. 
For one thing, if you’re in-
vesting with the objective 
of matching an index, you 
may be overlooking the 
key factors that should be 
driving your investment 
decisions — your goals and 
your risk tolerance. An in-
dex is a completely imper-
sonal benchmark measur-
ing the performance of a 
specifi c set of investments, 
but it can’t be a measuring 
stick of your own progress.

Furthermore, a single 
index, by defi nition, can’t 
be as diversifi ed as the type 
of portfolio you might 
need to achieve your ob-
jectives. For example, the 

S&P 500 may track a lot 
of companies, but they’re 
predominantly large ones. 
And to achieve your objec-
tives, you may need a port-
folio consisting of large- 
and small-company stocks, 
bonds, government securi-
ties and other investments. 
(Keep in mind, though, 
that while diversifi cation 
can give you more oppor-
tunities for success and can 
reduce the eff ects of vola-
tility on your portfolio, it 
can’t guarantee profi ts or 
prevent all losses.)

Ultimately, diversify-
ing across diff erent types 
of investments that align 
with your risk tolerance 
and goals — regardless of 
whether they track an in-
dex — is the most impor-
tant consideration for your 
investment portfolio. Use 
this idea as your guiding 
principle as you journey 
through the investment 
world. 

Submitted by local 
Edward Jones Financial 

Advisor Meghan 
Kuczmarski (540) 552-

1421.

WalletHub: Virginia in middle of pack 
among safest states during COVID

With around 68% of the population 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and 
new cases down a lot since the start of 
the year, the personal fi nance website 
WalletHub has released updated rank-
ings for the Safest States During CO-
VID-19.

Some states are safer than others 
based on how well they have kept the 
pandemic under control and how much 
they are vaccinating. In order to fi nd out 
the safest states during the COVID-19 
pandemic, WalletHub compared the 
50 states and the District of Columbia 
across fi ve key metrics. Th e company’s 
data set includes the level of COVID-19 
community transmission, the rates of 

positive testing, hospitalizations and 
death, as well as the share of the eligible 
population getting vaccinated.

Virginia came in at No. 30 in the 
rankings, well within the middle of the 
pack.

Th e ten safest places, according to 
WalletHub’s survey are 1. Vermont 2. 
North Carolina 3. Hawaii 4. District of 
Columbia 5. Utah 6. Colorado 7. Maine 
8. Alaska 9. Florida 10. New Jersey.

On the other hand, the ten least safe 
states,  according to WalletHub, are 
42. Missouri 43. Indiana 44. Ohio 45. 
Georgia 46. Kentucky 47. Michigan 48. 
Tennessee 49. Iowa 50. Arkansas. 51. 
West Virginia 

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Leg shank
 5. A way to recognize
11. “VeggieTales” character
12. Getting out of by cunning
16. Mythological mountain
17. Atomic #18
18. Viscous liquid
19. 2010 Denzel fi lm
24. 12th star in a constel-
lation
25. Made better
26. Pouches
27. Nervous twitch
28. This (Spanish)
29. Tennis legend Bjorn
30. Hand (Spanish)
31. Afrikaans
33. Int’l interpreters organi-
zation (abbr.)
34. Treated with kid gloves
38. Leaseholder
39. Frogs, toads, tree toads
40. Popular dance

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

43. Sailing maneuver: 
tack & _
44. Indicates speed of 
rotation (abbr.)
45. Mark
49. Health insurance
50. Custom clothing 
brand
51. One who makes suits
53. Execute or perform
54. Degree of pleasant-
ness when tasting
56. Equal to roughly 5.6 
bushels
58. Blood group
59. Imaginary line
60. Hopeless
63. Darken
64. Spoke
65. Work units
CLUES DOWN
 1. A way to fi t out
 2. Football carries
 3. Force out

 4. Maintaining equilibrium
 5. Sealed with a kiss
 6. Type of container
 7. Hollywood
 8. We
 9. Small freshwater ducks
10. Norse personifi cation of 
old age
13. Says who you are
14. Candidate
15. Sugar found in honey 
and sweet fruits
20. Defunct language (abbr.)
21. Take too much
22. Iranian province
23. Records electric currents
27. __ and feathers
29. Beloved Mr. T character
30. More (Spanish)
31. Beverage
32. Promotional material
33. Green vegetable
34. National capital
35. To any further extent

36. Swollen, infl amed lymph 
node
37. Anger
38. Pound
40. Popular Yugo
41. Salt of acetic acid
42. Millihenry
44. Israeli city __ Aviv
45. Make wider
46. Drink containing 
medicine
47. Acknowledging
48. Private, romantic ren-
dezvous
50. Calvary sword
51. Disease of the lungs
52. 2001 Spielberg fi lm
54. Fleshy, watery fruit
55. In one’s chambers
57. Set of information (abbr.)
61. Dorm employee
62. Indicates position
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ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Wednesday October 19th @ 4 PM

100 Wooded Acres for Sale
TBD Parkway Ln S., Floyd, VA 24091

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or gallimore.matt@gmail.com; 

or Mauyer Gallimore at 540-250-5051

100 +/- acres of land which showcases nice mature timber. This would be 
a great purchase to clear off  for income. It would also make an excellent 
recreational property for hunting, ATV riding, hiking, camping and more! 
The property has 3500’ of Dodd’s Creek frontage as well. Only 1 mile South 
of town of Floyd and 3 miles from Blue Ridge Parkway at Tuggles Gap. The 
deed description from an old unrecorded survey indicates 100 acres. Access 
is a 50’ easement over an existing driveway extending from VA Route 8 and 
across Dodd’s Creek to the subject property. It is all wooded with mostly 
mature white pine and some mixed hardwood. The terrain ranges from level 
to heavy slope and has several cabin or permanent home sites.  The south-
ern boundary has long range views.

Terms - 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at con-
tract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required day of sale. Close in 45 
days. Subject to seller confi rmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and 
all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Download 
Bidder Pack at VAAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

OBITUARIES
Carey, Patricia Catherine Long

Patricia Catherine Long 
Carey, 86, of Christians-
burg, died Friday, Sept. 30, 
2022, at 10:20 p.m. Her 
husband, Nelson George 
Carey, her daughter, Cher-
yl Nannette Carey, and her 
grandson, Carl Ryan Link-
ous were at her bedside at 
LewisGale Hospital Mont-
gomery in Salem. 

She was born on Long 
Island, N.Y. on Aug. 27, 
1936, to the late John Wal-
ter and Barbara Franklin Long. She was 
preceded in death by her brother, John 
Walter Long Jr.

She is survived by her husband, Nelson 
George Carey; her children, Glenn Chris-
topher Carey of Green Acres, Fla. (wife 
Tammy Pannell) and Cheryl Nannette 
Carey of Christiansburg; grandsons Brian 
Carey of Florida and Carl Ryan Linkous 
of Christiansburg; nieces Sarah King and 
Allie Long of Long Island.; great-nieces, 
Lucy May and Harlee Grace; and neph-
ew, Justin Long of Long Island.

Patricia was a devoted wife, mother, 
and grandmother. She was very active in 
her church, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
in Blacksburg. She was a member of St. 
Mary’s Rosary Makers where she made 
more than 1,000 rosaries that were 
shipped around the world.

She was a money coun-
ter, heading up a group 
that cleaned the worship 
area of the church every 
Monday, a baker for funer-
al receptions, and a caller 
to alert the bakers. She 
crocheted small gift blan-
kets for the newly baptized 
and shawls for the sick. 
She organized a court of 
Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas and served as the 
Charter Regent. 

Among the Leggett employees and 
the Knights of Columbus, Patricia and 
Nelson became known as the Arthur 
Murray couple. Th e highlight of their 
dance career was a Knights of Columbus 
Convention, where they went on a mid-
night cruise on the Spirit of Norfolk and 
danced the night away on the upper and 
lower deck.

Graveside services will be conducted 
today, Wednesday, Oct. 5, 2022, at 11 
a.m. in the Westview Cemetery, with the 
Father John Asare offi  ciating. Th e fam-
ily received friends on Tuesday, Oct. 4, 
2022, with a rosary service at McCoy Fu-
neral Home, 150 Country Club Dr. S.W. 
Blacksburg, Va. In lieu of fl owers memo-
rial contributions may be made to Toys 
from the Heart, 905 Collins St., Chris-
tiansburg, VA 24073.

Price, Pearl Agee
Pearl Agee Price, 86, 

of Blacksburg, gained her 
angel wings Saturday, Oct. 
1, 2022. She was born on 
June 29, 1936, to the late 
Frank and Flossie Agee. 
She was also preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Avener Price; a sister, Belle 
Underwood; and a broth-
er, Charles Agee. 

She is survived by her 
daughters and son-in-law, 
Anita and Marvin How-
ard, and Sherry Price Rakes; son, Roger 
Price; grandchildren, Uriah Seth Miller 
(Lindsey), Paige Johnston, Nancy Bow-

yer; great-grandchildren, 
Axton and Jadon Miller, 
Kylo Cook; sisters, Ruth 
Alls and Jane Duncan; 
brother, Roy Agee; and 
numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

Memorial services will 
be conducted Friday, Oct. 
7, 2022, at 2 p.m. in the 
McCoy Funeral Home 
Chapel with Pastor Neal 
Tuner offi  ciating. Th e 
family will receive friends 

from 1-2 p.m. Friday at McCoy Funer-
al Home, 150 Country Club Dr. S.W. 
Blacksburg, Virginia.

Richardson, Samuel David
Samuel David Richard-

son passed away on Saturday, 
Sept. 10, 2022, at the age of 
80, in Colorado.

He is survived by his 
daughter, Laura, and son-
in-law Samir; nephew Bill 
Wright and his wife, Becky, 
of Powhatan, Va.; and many 
nieces and nephews.  

He was predeceased in 
death by his parents, Otha 
A. Richardson and Josephine 
(Duncan) Richardson; and two sisters, Emma 
Lee (Richardson) Wright and Mary Josephine 

“Billie” (Richardson) Hough-
ton.  He was born and raised 
in Christiansburg. He loved 
the mountains and enjoyed 
them his last eight years in 
Denver.  He loved going to 
Aspen, Vail, and Brecken-
ridge with Laura and Samir.

He served in the U.S. 
Navy as a submariner, then 
went on to earn a civil en-
gineering degree at Virginia 
Tech.  He was proud to be a 

Professional Civil Engineer and worked hard 
his entire life.   

Shultz, Kristy Dawn
Kristy Dawn Shultz, 

42, passed away Thurs-
day, Sept. 29, 2022, at 
her home in Pulaski.

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, 
Anna Louise McPherson.

Survivors include her 
father, Robert Edward 
McPherson; her chil-
dren, Harley Huffman 

and Paul Huffman; a sis-
ter and brother-in-law, 
Mary and Todd Belcher; 
and many other relatives 
and friends.

Services will be pri-
vate. The McPherson 
family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home 
& Crematory in Rad-
ford.

Sira, Raymond
Raymond Sira, 60, of 

Shawsville, died as a result 
of a sudden accident at his 
home on Sept. 25, 2022. 
Ray was born on Nov. 28, 
1961, in Raritan, N.J. 

Ray graduated from 
Bridgewater-Raritan High 
School West and Somerset 
County Vocational School 
in Bridgewater, N.J. In 
addition to his studies in 
electronics, he was a tenor 
in the choir, the advanced 
choir, and the Cavaliers. Ray’s sense of 
adventure started very young with his 
crawling through the storm sewers in 
front of his childhood home, then later 
going on trips with his dad to real caves. 
He fell in love with caves and the caving 
community, leading to a lifelong dedica-
tion and passion that shaped the rest of 
his life. 

Ray’s adventures continued with his 
love of motorcycles. A highlight was rid-
ing his bike cross-country to a National 
Speleological Society (NSS) Convention. 
During his younger years, Ray was an ac-
tive member of the Northern New Jer-
sey Grotto (NNJG), a local caving club, 
where he held positions as treasurer, vice 
chairman, chairman, and editor of the 
NNJG’s newsletter Speleothemes. 

Ray left New Jersey and moved to 
the New River Valley area of Virginia in 
1993 to be near the caves and cavers he 
grew to love. He soon took a job at Vir-
ginia Tech. Although he was a seasoned 
caver, he decided to attend the VPI grot-
to’s training program and offi  cially joined 
the VPI Cave Club as member 356 in 
October 1995. He became a life member 
of the grotto in spring 2011. Ray gladly 
helped take new students caving, gra-
ciously passing on his knowledge of cav-
ing skills and practices. He participated 

in practice rescues, assisted 
in several cave search and 
rescue incidents, and often 
helped with cave and road 
cleanups.

Ray is in the yellow suit 
on the cover of the NSS’ 
Caving Basics book. He 
was a lifelong NSS mem-
ber where he was both sec-
retary and treasurer of the 
NSS Vertical Section for 
many years. He also ran 
the Vertical Section climb-

ing contest at NSS Conventions.
Ray was also the Giles County coordi-

nator for the Virginia Speleological Sur-
vey for several years. As an accomplished 
caver, many stories of harrowing adven-
ture involve him, a cave, and some com-
bination of misfortune and excitement 
followed by a little luck, skill, and good 
company.. 

Ray was the son of Geraldine A. “Jerry” 
Sira (deceased) and Adrian “Ed” Sira, and 
the middle brother of Adrianne Ferenczy, 
Richard Sira, and the late Russell Sira.

He is survived by a brother-in-law Jef-
frey Ferenczy; beloved nieces and neph-
ews Kevin Sira, David Ferenczy, Nathan 
Ferenczy, Joshua Ferenczy, Olivia Fe-
renczy, and Hannah Ferenczy; and also 
beloved great-nephews Nicholaus Sira, 
Nathaniel Sira, Victor Ferenczy, and Jer-
emiah Ferenczy. 

Services were held, Friday, Sept. 30, 
2022, at McCoy Funeral Home 150 
Country Club Drive S.W Blacksburg 
with a visitation before the service. In lieu 
of fl owers, please consider making a do-
nation to the VPI Cave Club scholarship 
fund in Ray’s name. Th ese funds will be 
used to sponsor young cavers who wish 
to attend the annual NSS Convention 
(VPI Cave Club, P.O. Box 558, Blacks-
burg, VA, 24063).

Smith, Connie S.
Connie S. Smith, 72, 

of Kewaskum, Wis., jour-
neyed to heaven, Monday, 
Sept. 26, 2022.

She was born in Mont-
gomery County on Oct. 
31, 1949, to the late Isaac 
Webb Saul and Geor-
gia Etta Ross Saul. She 
was preceded in death by 
her husband, Robert Lee 
Smith, Sr.; her son, Rob-
ert Lee Smith, Jr.; her sis-
ter, Bobbie Saul Ross; and 
two brothers, Billy Ray Saul and Tommy 
Saul.

She is survived by one son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Wendell and Amy Smith; a 
daughter-in-law, Starlet Angel Smith; 
grandchildren Zachary and Hope Smith; 
adopted daughter Donna Christian and 

her husband, Zane; adopt-
ed grandchildren Bandon 
and Ryan Cox; a brother, 
Isaac Webb Saul, Jr.; a sis-
ter, Sue Th orton; and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, 
and friends everywhere.

Connie worked for 
English Meadows and 
Wheatland nursing homes 
as a CNA Med Tech. 
To fi nish her career, she 
worked at Radford Hospi-
tal and retired in 2015. 

Funeral services were conducted Sun-
day, Oct. 2, 2022, at 2 p.m. in the Mc-
Coy Funeral Home Chapel with Pastor 
Frankie Graham, Pastor Steve, and Lou 
Akers offi  ciating. Burial followed in 
the Appalachian Conference Cemetery, 
Dublin.

Wright, Jaunita
Jaunita Wright, 91 originally of Ma-

toaka, W.Va., passed away on Sept. 29, 
2022.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Robert Wesley Wright; her parents, 
William and Fannie Baumgardner; broth-
ers Clifton M. Baumgardner and Dewey 
E. Baumgardner; and sons Roger Calfee 
and Rondal Calfee.

Jaunita is survived by her children, 
Robert Wesley Wright II (Melissa), Rich-

ard Calfee, Robert Calfee, and Debra 
Calfee; 18 grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren; a brother, Charles Baum-
gardner; as well as numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Th e family would like to thank Rad-
ford Health & Rehab and the staff  of 
Warm Hearth Village for their care of 
Jaunita.

Services will be private. Arrangements 
with Horne Funeral Home & Crematory.

Wilson, Donna Simpkins
Donna Simpkins Wilson, 

89, of Radford, passed away 
on Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022.

She was preceded in death 
by her loving husband, Voyce 
James Wilson; parents Jake 
Anderson and Vera Meredith 
Simpkins; sisters Ruth Terry 
and Hazel Wade; and broth-
ers Seibert Simpkins, Ellis 
Simpkins, Gene Simpkins, 
Orville Simpkins, Ernest 
Simpkins, Curtis Simpkins, 
and Erby Simpkins.

Survivors include her son and daughter-
in-law, Todd and Katrina Wilson; grandsons 
Cole and Zeke Wilson; a sister-in-law, Juanita 
Simpkins; a special niece, JoAnn Little; and 
many other relatives and friends. 

Th e family received friends 
on Monday, Oct. 3, 2022, at 
the Mullins Funeral Home 
in Radford. Services followed 
with Pastor Neil Wood of-
fi ciating. Burial followed in 
Wilson Grove Cemetery in 
Snowville.

In lieu of fl owers, please 
consider donations to the 
Snowville Volunteer Fire De-
partment, 4551 Lead Mine 
Rd, Hiwassee, VA 24347, 
the Snowville Ruritan Club, 

4867 Lead Mine Rd, Hiwassee, VA 24347, 
or the Wilson Grove Cemetery Fund, 7820 
Wilson Grove Rd, Hiwassee, VA 24347.

Th e Wilson family is in the care of Mullins 
Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford. 
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Thursday October 20th @ 4 PM

Whitebarrel Winery for Sale
4025 Childress Rd & 3850 Poppy Ln, 

Christiansburg VA 24073

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

CONTACT– Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at
 540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com

You have the opportunity to purchase a great property near Christiansburg 
VA. There are 2 off erings available. Off ering 1 features a 1.5 story retail build-
ing, storage building and 9.514 acres. Off ering 2 features .510 acres located 
on Poppy Lane. Off ering 1 was intended and used as a winery but could be 
repurposed and used for other commercial uses or agricultural uses. There 
are grape vines on Off ering 1 currently which were used by the winery op-
eration. Off ering 2 would be great for building a home and is in a great loca-
tion.

Terms - 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at con-
tract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 per tract required day of sale. 
Close in 45 days. Subject to seller confi rmation. Property sold as is, where is 
with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. 
Download Bidder Pack at VAAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Off ering # 1 - This off ering consists of a 1.5 story retail building, a storage 
building and 9.514 acres.  Retail Building is 3,032 sq ft, built in 2011. Very 
good quality construction. Metal roof, insulated panel siding, and stacked 
stone fi replace chimney. Interior fl ooring is commercial grade carpet in sec-
ond fl oor offi  ces, stained and sealed concrete in tasting and retail area, kitch-
en, 2 restrooms and hallway. Sealed concrete in the storage and mechanical 
room. Interior walls and ceilings are painted drywall. 12’ to 15’ vaulted ceil-
ings in retail and tasting areas, and 8’ in remainder. Heat Pump and electric 
wall heaters in restrooms. Kitchen has a triple stainless-steel sink and wash 
sink. Two 200-amp distribution panels, fi re and security alarm system, built 
in speakers and large black walnut tasting bar. Stone paver patio, porch and 
walk with 16’ x 16’ canopy over patio. The improvements for this property 
were intended to be used as a winery. Improvements could be repurposed 
for other commercial uses or possibly as a residence.

Off ering # 2 - This off ering consists of .510 acres of land located at 3850 
Poppy Lane in Christiansburg VA. This building lot is mostly open and locat-
ed across Poppy Lane from Off ering 1. Property has been perked but perk 
has expired. Build your dream home on this lot. Great location near Chris-
tiansburg and Radford VA!

Preview Dates – Friday September 30th 
and October 7th at 4 PM
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“The Radford Electric 
Department provides 
our homes, businesses, 
social service agencies, 
and local government 
agencies with reliable, 
efficient, and cost-ef-
fective electricity em-
ploying sound business 
practices designed to 
ensure the best possible 
services,” said council 
member Charley Cosma-
to in reading the procla-

mation. “The Radford 
Electric Department is 
a valuable community 
asset that contributes to 
the well-being of local 
citizens through energy 
efficiency, customer ser-
vice reliability, environ-
mental protection, eco-
nomic development, 
and safety awareness, 
and is a dependable and 
trustworthy institution 
whose local operation 

provides many consumer 
protections and contin-
ues to make our commu-
nity a better place to live 
and work by providing 
reliable power services.”

Proclamations from page 1
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Schedule annual chimney sweep and inspection ahead of heating season
RICHMOND – Annu-

al chimney inspections can 
help homeowners secure 
peace of mind.

As fall sets in and tem-
peratures begin to drop, 
now is the time to assess the 
safety of chimneys, fi replac-
es and heating units.

“Your chimney should 
be cleaned and inspected by 
a licensed, reputable service 
each year, which can help 
prevent fi res,” said Dana 
Fisher, chairman of the Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federa-
tion Safety Advisory Com-
mittee. “Cleaning should 
include removal of accumu-
lated soot, debris or animal 
nests.”

Th e Chimney Safety In-
stitute of America asserts 
that even rarely used chim-
neys should be inspected 
annually. Besides the build-
up of combustible soot or 
animal nests, other types of 

structural deterioration can 
make a chimney unsafe to 
use.

Th e association noted 
that having a professional 
examine a chimney will 
help a homeowner be aware 
of any problems that can be 
addressed before lighting a 
fi re.

“A thorough inspection 
of the chimney can locate 
cracks, which can cause fi re 
to spread from the chimney 
to your home,” Fisher said.

Th e CSIA reminds hom-
eowners that although gas 
is generally a clean-burning 
fuel, those using gas logs in 
a fi replace still need to take 
precautions. A chimney can 
still become non-functional 
when the fl ue is blocked, 
forcing carbon monoxide, 
fumes and soot into living 
spaces.

Regular maintenance on 
heating units also can save 

money on energy bills.
While a licensed chim-

ney sweep can address 
clogs, buildup and struc-
tural problems, homeown-
ers are encouraged to take 
extra precautions during 
the heating season.

Keep fi replace hearths 
free of debris, decorations 
and fl ammable materi-
als. Remove any branches 
or leaves from the roof or 
anywhere that could block 
the chimney. Burn only 
seasoned, dry wood in fi re-
places and wood-burning 
stoves, and always keep a 
fi re extinguisher nearby.

Additionally, check all 
smoke and carbon monox-
ide detectors to ensure they 
are functioning. Replace the 
batteries once a year, and 
test each detector monthly.

To locate your nearest 
CSIA Certifi ed Chimney 
Sweep, visit csia.org/search.

= Th e following is a 
list of forecasted highway 
projects that may impact 
traffi  c traveling in the 
12-county Salem Trans-
portation District this 
week. Work schedules 
and construction project 
timelines are always sub-
ject to change and weath-
er dependent. Th e Salem 
District covers Bedford, 
Botetourt, Carroll, Craig, 
Floyd, Franklin, Giles, 
Henry, Montgomery, 
Patrick, Pulaski and Roa-
noke counties.

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY

I-81 NORTH-
BOUND AT EXIT 105 
NEW RIVER BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT IN 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY – Traffi  c on 
northbound I-81 has 

been switched onto the 
newly constructed bridge 
over the New River at 
the Montgomery/Pulaski 
County line. Th e old 
bridge is being demol-
ished. Lane and shoul-
der closures may be in 
place near exit 105. Lane 
closure may be in eff ect 
during the week from 8 
p.m. to 7 a.m. Shoulder 
closures may be in eff ect 
at any time during the 
week. Slow rolls may be 
performed on I-81 in the 
north and southbound 
lanes from mile marker 
98 to 109. Speed limit is 
reduced to 60 miles per 
hour in the work zone. 
Shoulder closures will 
remain in place though 
the duration of the proj-
ect. Project completion 
is estimated by summer 
2023.

ROUTE 605: Inter-
mittent fl agging opera-
tions will be present on 
Route 605, located under 
the New River Bridge, 
for work overhead on the 
bridge.

LANE CLOSURES: 
Nighttime alternating 
lane closures will be in 
place on I-81 north-
bound between mile 
markers 104-106 from 7 
p.m. to 6 a.m. the follow-
ing morning.

SLOW ROLLS: Slow 
rolls may be utilized pe-
riodically on both the 
northbound and south-
bound lanes from mile 
marker 98-109 for struc-
tural steel deliveries and 
setting beams.

I-81 PAVING OPER-
ATIONS

Montgomery County: 
Right lane closures in 

place for paving of I-81 
southbound between 
mile marker 130 to 128.

ROUTE 615 CUL-
VERT REPLACEMENT 
– Route 615 (Pilot Road) 
will undergo a culvert 
replacement located at 
the intersection of Pilot 
Road and Old Pike Road, 
across from the Pilot Post 
Offi  ce. Road is now open. 
Flagging operations may 
continue to be in place. 
Route 615 will be limited 
to one 10 foot lane.  Ex-
pected completion is the 
end of 2022.

ROUTE 11/460 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
WORK – Beginning on 
October 11, the right 
lane will be closed on 
Route 11/460 (Roanoke 
Road) towards Chris-
tiansburg Mountain 
from Route 641 (Den 
Hill) to just east of Route 
639 (Mt. Pleasant) for 

shoulder and ditching. 
Th is lane closure will be 
in place throughout the 
week and Is scheduled to 
reopen on October 14, 
weather permitting.

ROUTE 622 BRIDGE 
WORK CLOSURE - 
Route 622 (Bradshaw 
Road) will be closed for a 
bridge maintenance proj-
ect over Bradshaw Creek 
beginning on October 
17. Th e location of the 
bridge is 0.10 mile from 
the Roanoke County line 
and 2.0 miles from Route 
623. Drivers will need 
to seek alternate routes 
and residents on the road 
will have access to their 
homes during the clo-
sure. Th e road is expected 
to be open on October 
20.

ROUTE 8 EVENT 
TRAFFIC CONGES-
TION - Route 8 may ex-
perience heavy traffi  c on 

fall weekends due to con-
gestion related to tour-
ist events at local farms 
in the area.  If possible, 
motorists should utilize 
detours to avoid travel-
ing on Route 8 between 
Christiansburg and Riner 
during the peak hours of 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 

LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
PROJECT EXIT 137 TO 
EXIT 141 – A $179 mil-
lion design-build project 
to widen both directions 
of I-81 between mile 
markers 136.6 and 141.8 
from two to three lanes is 
set to begin. Work will be 
performed on the inside 
and outside shoulders 
along a fi ve mile section 
of both northbound and 

VDOT ROADWATCH

See VDOT, page 10
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Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience
Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
Patented Quick Drain® Technology
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M

ADE IN THE U.S.A
.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED

 P
A

R
T

S

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Estate Sale  

YARD SALE 

Yard Sales - Vinton

  

Need Vendors/ 
Crafters

Need Vendors 
/Crafters  

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted

Newspaper 
Delivery Driver 

 

PROJECT 
MANAGER 
SOUGHT  

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

The Town of 
Pembroke is 
seeking a part-time
Office Assistant.

Help Wanted: 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

VIRGINIA:  IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BOTETOURT 

COUNTY 

NOTICE:  

Help Wanted STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

STATEWIDE  ADS

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

TH

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your up-
coming auctions statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call this paper or Lan-
don Clark at Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
American Standard Walk-In Tubs. Buy from a 
brand you trust. Patented Quick-Drain® tech-
nology. 44 hydrotherapy jets. Lifetime war-
ranty on tub and installation! FREE in-home 
consultation at your convenience. Limited 
time offer - $1,500 in savings includes a FREE 
right-height toilet. Call 1-855-864-5500
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-

STATEWIDE  ADS

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-833-688-1378
Replace your roof with the best looking and 

STATEWIDE  ADS

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

 

 
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR SNOW 
REMOVAL  

EQUIPMENT 
SERVICES WITH 

OPERATOR  
SIGNUP 

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BOTETOURT 
COUNTY IN RE: 

ESTATE OF 
HOMER LEE 

KELLEY, 
DECEASED 

NOTICE 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

NOTICE OF 
SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY 
PUBLICATION 

LORA S. BUTCHER
STEVEN BUTCHER

TAKE NOTICE 

ABSOLUTE DIVORCE. 

MCNAMARA, LYCANS & 
MYERS, P.C. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - City of 
Salem

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR SNOW 
REMOVAL  

EQUIPMENT 
SERVICES WITH 

OPERATOR  
SIGNUP 

Legals - Craig 
County

TRUSTEE S SALE 
OF 

3484 DICKS CREEK 
RD, NEW CASTLE, 

VA 24127 

Legals - Craig 
County longest lasting material – steel from Erie 

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - $500 Discount + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611
The bathroom of your dreams for as little as 
$149/month! BCI Bath & Shower. Many op-
tions available. Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now and SAVE 15%! 
Call Today! 1-844-945-1631
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950
RECRUITMENT
HIRING? Promote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and Digital Adver-
tising Solutions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 court 
cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  HY-
PERLINK “https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral and other  nal 
expenses. Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-4974
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 www.dental50plus.
com/virginia #6258

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com

BOTETOURT 
MULCH AND 

LANDSCAPING
Mon. to Fri. 9am - 4pm Sat. 9am - 2pm

540-473-1229  

Corner of Route 220S and 
Herndon Street, Fincastle

King’s Hauling & 
Excavating, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

John King, PresidentSpecialized Saw 
& Mower, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

STIHL EQUIPMENT
New and Used Equipment & 
Parts Available on All Brands
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Radford Sports

ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Friday October 21st @ 3 PM

Recreational Land for Sale in Giles County VA!
TBD Wolf Creek Rd., Narrows, VA 24124

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore 
at 540‐239‐2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com; 

or Contact Levi Cox Realtor at 540-230-7162 
or LeviCox87@gmail.com

You have the opportunity to purchase the ultimate recreational retreat in 
Narrows VA! This property showcases 247.75 +/- acres of mostly wooded 
land. The property was previously timbered and has regrowth. Excellent 
potential for long range views if one desired to build a mountain home. 
There are many trails throughout from the old logging roads. This would 
be a wonderful recreational retreat for hunting, ATV riding, hiking, camp-
ing, Horse Riding, etc. There is a 30’ deeded right of way to the property for 
access. It is in a great, private location near the Virginia/West Virginia line. 
There is no survey on the property. Property being sold by the deed descrip-
tion and acreage referenced there-in. Bidding for this auction is being done 
by the acre. See notes about Bidding Per Acre below.

Directions – From Narrows – Take Rt 61 – Property on Left by 3135 Wolf 
Creek Rd Across from – 3140 Wolf Creek Rd.

Bidding Per Acre: This property bidding is being done by the acre.  Bidding 
amount is x the total acreage referenced in the deed (247.75 acres). Exam-
ple = Bid of $100 x Acreage (247.75) = Bid Total of $24,775.
 
Acreage Disclosure: This property is being sold by the deed description 
and acreage referenced there. Buyer is aware that acreage may not be exact, 
and that auction is being conducted by the acre as referenced in the afore-
mentioned deed.

Terms - 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at contract 
price. Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. 
Subject to seller confi rmation. Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. 
Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Infor-
mation Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps at 
VAAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Week 6 high school preview: Battle of Burgs, 
Radford QB Clark sets new school record

Th e Battle of the Burgs will 
take place this week when Chris-
tiansburg travels to Blacksburg. 
Typically,each team’s record can 
be thrown out as the cross-coun-
ty rivals have exchanged swing 
after swing for over 20 years. 

Th e winner of this contest 
will receive the Huckleberry 
Coal Mining Helmet.

Meanwhile Radford will at-
tempt to move to 7-0 on the 
season with a trip to Carroll 
County. Landon Clark broke 
a school record this past week 
previously owned by former 
Ole Miss QB Kenny Alderman. 

Clark now has 1,526 yards pass-
ing with 24 touchdowns with no 
interceptions. In addition, Clark 
has added 66 runs for 210 yards 
with four more touchdowns.

Clark, who is only a junior, 
barring an injury should own 
every school record before his 
graduation. 

Clark is this past week’s play-

er of the week after leading the 
Bobcats over Alleghany. 

Th e Virginia High School 
League is expected to release lat-
er this week its fi rst point stand-
ings for this season.  For now, 
Radford is second behind an 
unbeaten Graham while Chris-
tiansburg is tied with Abingdon, 
a team they beat earlier in the 

year, for second behind Lord 
Botetourt. 

Th is week’s predictions: 
Christiansburg 39, Blacksburg 
14; Radford 52, Carroll County 
7; Grayson 40, Auburn 7; East-
ern Montgomery 24, Craig 18. 

Area Top 5: 1) Salem, 2) Rad-
ford, 3) Narrows, 4) Christians-
burg, 5) Glenvar.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Patrick Henry defeats Blacksburg 42-3

Blacksburg’s Gordan Grisham-Vaden returns a kickoff against Patrick Henry during a 
rainy first half Friday night. Blacksburg fell to 0-5 after the 42-3 loss.

Blacksburg quarterback Spencer Campbell attempts to avoid a tackle by Patrick 
Henry’s Jahzae Kimbrough.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
Blacksburg’s Luke Poff celebrates a second-quarter interception with his Bruin 
teammates.

Send community news and photos to communitynews@ourvalley.org

Ashley’s secret identity leads to RU Hall of Fame
Th e latest Radford Univer-

sity Sports Hall of Fame class 
includes someone close to me. 
Mike Ashley is a mentor and 
was a roommate and a grooms-
man in my wedding. He is most 
of all, a friend. 

While we have lost touch 
over the past few years, we have 
stayed in contact with an occa-
sional phone call or a meeting at 
a Salem coff ee shop.

Th is past week, he was in-
ducted into the Radford Univer-
sity Hall of Fame a list he helped 
to start. I scratch my head and 
wonder why it took so long. A 
lot has to do with Ashley’s own 
humility. He never tooted his 
own horn. 

So, I will do it for him. 
Some of us got lucky and 

learned the real side of the new 
inductee. I started work in the 
sports information offi  ce as a 
student at Radford University, 
and Ashley was kind of scarey 
when he told me to fold pro-
grams for an upcoming soc-
cer game, mentioning I would 
have to attend the game to hand 

them out. 
After a while, I heard his 

loud laughter that made the job 
much easier. Th ere were the typ-
ical jokes in and around the me-
dia courtside seats. I also learned 
about his desire to play college 
basketball.

Th e latter was something he 
gave up, fi nding a typical lunch-
time game at the Dedmon Cen-
ter more to his liking. I will give 
him this. Th e man had a jump 
shot outside the three-point line 
that former hotshot Doug Day 
envied. 

I would learn more about that 
jump shot on a neighborhood 
court on weekends after I moved 
in with him in a quiet Radford 
neighborhood. Th at’s where I 
found another secret identity of 
this man. 

He loves everything Batman 
and his friendly cookouts after 
hours would have a Bat theme. 
He even dressed as Batman for 
Halloween and other events.

Th en there was the night he 
said he wanted to be a come-
dian. Nothing out of the ordi-

nary for a guy who was full of 
jokes. But he invited friends to 
a Roanoke Comedy Club where 
he took to the stage. A local 
television station did a story on 
the new chapter in Mike’s life. I 
described it in a local newspaper 
column as being “better than 
sliced bread.” 

He would tell the comedy 
club audience and the television 
crew that he was welcoming his 
dating service to the night for 
fi lming. 

He also hosted  many sum-
mer parties at his house where 
the slip and slide was brought 
out. I also remember trying to 
kick a fi eld goal with a fl oor fan 
instead of a football. Failure. 

Ashely would always keep us 
laughing.

He was and still is one of the 
biggest fans of Salem baseball. I 
don’t think there is an opening 
day he has missed. I learned to 
follow the lead and sit with him 
and some friends behind the 
home-team dugout in the old 
Kiwanis Field. 

Radford University wouldn’t 
have had a baseball team with-
out him. I remember a largest-
steak-eating contest at a Texas 
steakhouse during a tournament 
trip by the  Radford University 
women’s basketball team. 

In the announcement of his 
induction, the RU Hall of Fame 
committee described him as “the 
walking embodiment of Rad-
ford Highlanders knowledge 
and pride, Mike Ashley is a true 
connection between the past 
and present.” Th is is true. He 
has always been and continues 
to this day to be a true supporter 
of the university.

Let’s look at the serious side 
of the man who came to Rad-
ford University as a student in 
1980 and immediately began 
writing for Th e Tartan (the 

school’s newspaper), eventually 
becoming its sports editor. 

A column he wrote launched 
the fi rst RU baseball club in 
1982, for which he served as the 
initial president. Two years later, 
the club became a varsity team. 

Ashley graduated in 1983 
and returned to his alma mater 
as a Sports Information Direc-
tor across multiple stints that 
spanned more than a decade. 
He was a member of the staff  
that ushered the Highland-
ers into the Division I era. He 
mounted a national campaign 
that helped the women’s basket-
ball program earn a spot in the 
1989 Women’s NIT, and he was 
a founding member of the Rad-
ford University Sports Hall of 
Fame Committee in 1995.

Ashley just remember: You’re 
better than “sliced bread,” and I 
still don’t know if you’re really 
not Batman since I never saw 
the two of you in the same room 
at the same time.

Congrats, Mike. Th anks for 
everything. A well-deserved 
honor.

n r f r h f ll f

From the 
Sidelines

Marty Gordon
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Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.
ANDERSON AUDIOLOGY

Hear Better Live Better
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Salem edges Christiansburg 6-0

Robert McCrea (right) quickly contains a Salem running back early in Friday’s 
game, which was played in rain and heavy winds. Salem would take the 6-0 win.

JT Thompson (left) and Jayron Thompson (right) dually tackle a Salem wide 
receiver stopping his progress mid-field.

PHOTOS BY KYMN DAVIDSON-HAMLEY
The Christiansburg offensive line creates a hole for RB Tanner Evans, who would 
rush 25 times for 95 yards in the loss.

Staneck takes over 
Blacksburg softball program

Blacksburg High School has a new 
varsity softball coach. Wednesday after-
noon, the school announced the pro-
motion of Alec Staneck from his role as 
junior varsity coach to the varsity post. 

He was hired this past spring to han-
dle the junior varsity and has a back-
ground in coaching after playing college 
baseball at Methodist University (NC.).  
When an injury brought an end to his 
playing career, he changed his focus to 
coaching.

Staneck has more than 10 years of 
coaching experience between travel and 
school ball. “I had the opportunity to 
work alongside some of the best coach-
es in the country during my tenure in 

North Carolina. Coaching with them, 
I learned what it means to be an all-
around coach on and off  the fi eld,” he 
said.

Staneck is originally from Islip, N.Y. 
After his playing career ended, he gradu-
ated from Palm Beach Atlantic Univer-
sity.

“I am looking to continue the success 
this program has had over the years,” 
he said. “As well as implementing new 
ideas that will bring us together to ac-
complish the goals we have set not just 
for the team but for the entire program. 
We will be a team that plays the game 
the right way and we will not be out-
worked.”

southbound Interstate 
81 in Roanoke County 
and the city of Salem. Th e 
shoulders will be built up 
before barrier walls can be 
installed for road crews 
to work behind. Bar-
rier walls will be installed 
along the shoulders in 
the spring and summer. 
Two lanes of I-81 traf-
fi c in each direction will 
remain open during the 
project with periodic lane 
closures scheduled during 
nighttime hours or out-
side of peak travel times 
as needed.  Drivers can 
expect the following lane 
closures and upcoming 
impacts on northbound 
and southbound I-81:

RAMP CLOSURES: 
Ramp closures at exit 
137 are possible during 
nighttime hours, 12 a.m., 
to 5 a.m. Drivers should 
watch for message boards 
dates and times the ramp 
will be closed.

LANE CLOSURES: 
Alternating left and 
right lane and shoulder 
closures during night-
time hours between 8 
p.m. and 6 a.m., Sunday 
through Th ursday, are 
possible. Lane widths will 
be reduced to 11 feet.

Nightly lane closures 
may be in place along the 
right lane with possible 
nightly ramp narrows as 
needed for guardrail and 
shoulder strengthening.

Northbound I-81 lane 
closures from mile mark-
er 138 to 142

 Northbound I-81 exit 
and entrance ramp nar-
rows possible at Route 
311.

Th e project also in-
cludes replacing six 
bridges, widening two 
bridges, installing ap-
proximately 2.6 miles of 
sound barrier walls along 
northbound I-81, im-
proving the southbound 
exit 137 off -ramp in-
tersection at Wildwood 
Road and adding inter-
change lighting at exits 
137, 140 and 141 are also 
included in the project. 
Expected completion in 
early 2026. 

I-81 TROUTVILLE 
REST AREA CLOSURE 
- Th e Troutville Rest 
Area located on south-
bound Interstate 81 near 
mile marker 158 in Bo-
tetourt County will re-
main closed until before 
Th anksgiving to support 
holiday travel. Th e open-
ing scheduled for the end 
of September has been 
rescheduled due to the 
contractor encountering 
challenges with a slope 
on the project.

Signage indicating the 
closure is posted in the 
rest area. A temporary 
concrete barrier wall will 
remain in place in front 
of the facility. Th e rest 
area facility, ramps and 
parking lot are closed to 
the public. Th is project 
will extend the ramp into 
the rest area by 500 feet 
and the ramp out of the 
rest area by 2,100 feet. It 
will also include expand-
ing the truck parking area 
at the facility by about 
10-13 spaces. Work is ex-
pected to be completed 
before Th anksgiving to 
support holiday travel.

REST AREA OP-
TIONS: While the Trout-
ville Rest Area is closed, 
southbound I-81 drivers 
can use the Fairfi eld Rest 
Area at mile marker 195 
in Rockbridge County 
or the Radford Rest Area 
at mile marker 108 in 
Montgomery County. In 
addition, the Troutville 
Weigh Station, located 
on southbound I-81 at 
mile marker 149, will 
have portable toilets and 
parking will be temporar-
ily available for commer-
cial vehicles.

I-81 PAVING OPER-
ATIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pave-
ment on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in 
place during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

Botetourt County: 
Left lane closures on I-81 
northbound between 
mile marker 147 and 
149.

Pulaski County: Right 
lane closures in place for 
paving of I-81 north-
bound between mile 
marker 102 to 104.

Roanoke County: Al-
ternating lane closures on 
I-81 northbound for mill-
ing and paving from mile 
marker 134.5 to 132.4, 8 
p.m. to 6 a.m. the follow-
ing morning. Periodical-
ly, exit 132 northbound 
may be closed. Message 
boards will notify drivers.

Roanoke County: Th e 
exit 141 on-ramp on 
southbound I-81 may pe-
riodically be closed. Mes-
sage boards will notify 
drivers.

INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 

WORK OVER WIL-
LIAMSON ROAD –On 
Route 11 (Williamson 
Road) drivers can expect 
intermittent and alter-
nating lane closures be-
tween the intersections 
with Rutherford Avenue 
and Wells Avenue. In-
termittent daytime and 
nighttime lane closures 
between the intersections 
above might be required, 
and will be in place utiliz-
ing fl agging operations. 
Any impacts to I-581 will 
be minimal. Th e project is 
expected to be completed 
in December 2022.

LANE CLOSURES:
A left lane closure will 

be in place on north-
bound and southbound 
I-581 from mile marker 
0-1, Monday at 7 a.m. 
through Wednesday at 7 
p.m.

A right lane closure 
will be in place on north-
bound and southbound 
I-581 from mile marker 
0-1, Th ursday at 7 a.m. 
through Saturday at 7 
p.m.

A left and center lane 
closure will be in place on 
northbound and south-
bound I-581 from mile 
marker 0-1, Saturday at 
5 p.m. through Sunday at 
2 p.m.   

A right lane closure 
may be in place on Route 
11 northbound between 
the intersections of Ruth-
erford Avenue and Wells 
Avenue periodically.

Nighttime left lane clo-
sures for both the north-
bound and southbound 
directions of Route 11 
are possible between the 
intersections referenced 
above.

I-581 BRIDGE RE-
PAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Inter-
state 581. Right, center 
and left lane closures will 
be in place northbound 
and southbound during 
nighttime hours, 10 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for signs and ex-
pect possible delays. 
Scheduled traffi  c impacts 
include:

Left or right lane clo-
sures may be in place on 
I-581 northbound from 
Orange Avenue to Valley 
View Boulevard from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  

Left or right lane clo-
sures may be in place on 
I-581 from Valley View 
Boulevard to Orange 
Avenue from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m.  

Flagging operations 
may be in place on Lib-
erty Road NW from 
Lukens Street NE to 
Hunt Avenue NW from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

INTERSTATE 77 
(CARROLL COUNTY)

I-77 BRIDGE DECK 
AND MAINTENANCE 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
77.  Right and left lane 
closures may be in place 
northbound or south-
bound during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

Right and left lane 
closures in place on I-77 

southbound, mile marker 
13.5 to 12.5 over Route 
702 and I-77 north-
bound, mile marker 11.5 
to 12.7 over Route 702. 
Height restrictions are in 
place at 14’ 6”.

I-77 LANE & RAMP 
CLOSURES FOR 
MAINTENANCE OP-
ERATIONS IN CAR-
ROLL COUNTY– 
Weather permitting, 
crews will be milling, 
paving and performing 
maintenance along Inter-
state 77. Right and left 
lane closures will be in 
place along northbound 
and southbound lanes 
during nighttime hours. 
Drivers should expect 
possible delays.

ROANOKE CITY
13th STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH 
DETOUR – A project to 
improve a portion of 13th 
Street SE in Roanoke is 
underway. Located in a 
residential neighborhood 
just east of downtown 
Roanoke, this project will 
improve traffi  c fl ow and 
connectivity along 13th 
Street SE from Tazewell 
Avenue to Norfolk Av-
enue. Th e project entails 
reconstructing about 0.2-
mile of 13th Street as an 
improved, two-lane road-
way with 10.5-foot-wide 
travel lane and a raised 
median. A new roadway 
will extend 13th Street to 
Norfolk Avenue and the 
intersection at 13th Street 
and Wise Avenue will be 
reconfi gured to include a 
roundabout. Bike lanes, 
sidewalks, crosswalks 
and curb and gutter will 
also be added. South-
bound 13th Street traffi  c 
has a detour in place us-
ing Norfolk Avenue onto 
12th Street to Tazewell 
Avenue. Th is detour will 
be in place throughout 
the duration of this proj-
ect. Signs will be posted 
to designate the detour 
route. Northbound 13th 
Street will remain open 
to traffi  c. Flaggers may 
be possible and the speed 
limit through the work 
zone is 25 mph. Th e proj-
ect is expected to be com-
pleted in summer 2023.

ROANOKE COUN-
TY

ROUTE 311 AND 
ROUTE 419 ROUND-
ABOUT AT HANGING 
ROCK - A road project 
to replace the signalized 
intersection of Route 311 
and Route 419 in Roa-
noke County at Hanging 
Rock with a roundabout 
is set to begin. Th e new 
roundabout is currently 
open to traffi  c. During 
the remaining construc-
tion, lane closures may be 
in place. Drivers should 
expect the following:

Th rough November: 
Drivers should still ex-
pect nighttime lane clo-
sures with fl aggers be-
tween 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
Sunday through Th urs-
day around the round-
about for fi nal paving, 
pavement marking and 
sign installation.

ROUTE 628 CUL-
VERT REPLACEMENT 
– Route 628 (Greenridge 
Road) is undergoing a 
culvert replacement lo-
cated .25 miles east of 
the road’s entrance from 
Route 780 (Cove Road). 
Both lanes are open to 
traffi  c with fl agging op-
erations in place through 
the end of the project.

BLUE RIDGE PARK-
WAY CLOSURE – Th e 
Blue Ridge Parkway will 
be repairing slope failures 
and a culvert failure at 
mile marker 127.9. A 15-
mile stretch of the Park-
way, mile marker 121.4 
to 136, will be closed to 
all uses including cyclists, 
pedestrians and drivers. 
Detour signs to detour 
traffi  c around the Bent 
Mountain section of the 
Parkway will be in place. 
Traffi  c will be rerouted to 
Route 220 south to Route 
419 north to Route 221 
south. Traffi  c traveling 
north on the Parkway 
would be reversed. Th e 
detour is expected to be 
in place until 2023.
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