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Atlanta Five brings
holiday cheer to Radford

Fairlawn Daily Bread
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Members of the “Atlanta Five,” a group of baseball fans and friends, present a
donation to Radford Fairlawn Daily Bread Treasurer Bill Fry. The group donates
to RFDB each year instead of exchanging Christmas gifts. Pictured (left to right):
Jutta Green, Wes Adcock, Peggy Taylor, Chris Pugh, Bill Fry, and Ray Wurzburger.

Heather Bell
communitynews@ourvalley.org

RADFORD - A group of friends and
former co-workers who banded together
over their love of baseball more than
two decades ago recently donated funds
to Radford Fairlawn Daily Bread for a
Christmas offering.

The “Adanta Five” started more than
20 years ago at New River Community
College where they all worked.

“The group got together to go to
a baseball game in Atlanta and then
named ourselves the “Adanta Five” on
our return trip, similar to the infamous

Chicago Seven,” said Peggy Taylor,
one of the founding members of the
group, in a recent interview. “Not only
did we continue to go to games every
year in Atlanta and other places, but
we celebrated birthdays, retirements,
mortgage burnings, Christmas gatherings,
beach trips and other events and became
the Adlanta Five Family.”

“Our group still includes four of the
original ones - we lost math professor
Tom Flohr to a brain tumor in 2005,
Taylor explained. “The other original
four are Jutta Green (business professor),
Ray Wurzburger (accounting professor),

See Atlanta Five, page 4

Parole denied for

two in 92 murder

The Virginia Parole
Board has announced
a decision this week to
deny the release of two
defendants in the 1992
shootingdeathand robbery
of a Christiansburg store
manager.

51-year-old Paul
William Morehead and
50-year-old Katrina Lynn
Zelenak were convicted

in 1993 in the robbery

and killing of 32-year-old
Loran Raines Crockett
of Pulaski who managed
the Shoe Store in
Christiansburg,.

After making a night
deposit at a bank near
the Christiansburg store,
Crockett was robbed and
forced to drive a short
distance before being shot.

A few hours later, the
group attempted to rob

the pizza employee as he
made a night deposit from
a Blacksburg pizza parlor.

Morehead was given
a life sentence on seven
charges ranging from first-
degree murder to robbery
while Zelenak was also
given a life sentence.

A third person, William
Ray Smith, Jr., was also

See Denied, page 4

Radford’s Jingle All
the Way parade

marches down Main Street

RADFORD - After rain postponed Radford’s original Christmas parade date,
the rescheduled event went off without a hitch, bringing a big crowd of people
lining the city’s Main Street.

The parade included church groups, scouts, the high school band, a plethora of
decorated tow trucks, emergency vehicles and, of course, Santa atop a fire truck.

Santa waved to the crowd from the top of Radford’s tallest ladder truck, calling
“Merry Christmas” to the crowd. Two of the church floats included live concerts,
complete with drums, electric guitar, vocalists and more.

Children left with handfuls of candy thrown from floats, took photos with the
Grinch and other characters, and were visibly delighted by all the rescue dogs and
horses adorned with wreaths and lights.

Twinkling lights were in good supply at the nighttime parade, which started on
East Main Street near Radford University’s campus and ended at Central Market
Square on West Main Street. It was held Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 7 p.m.

~ News Journal staff report

Twinkling lights were in good supply at Tuesday’s nighttime
started on East Main Street and ended on West Main Street.

parade, which

PHOTOS B HEATHER BELL
Members of Radford Cub Scout Pack 46 ride in style at Tuesday’s parade.

Radford Police’s annual
Santa Cruise set for Sunday
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The route for Sunday’s Santa’s Police Cruise is set. An expandable version of the
map can be found at www.radfordva.gov.

RADFORD - The Radford Police Department will be escorting a very special
guest throughout the city this Sunday.

“Join the Radford City Police Department as they take Santa for his annual Police
Cruise through the neighborhoods of Radford,” the City of Radford announced.

The cruise will take place from 2-4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 18.

“Santa is ready for Sunday and looks like he’s bringing some chilly weather with
him,” the police department posted on Facebook. “We look forward to seeing all
your smiling faces.”

To see an expandable map of Santa’s route, go to www.radfordva.gov.

Art education graduate hopes to share
the joy of creativity through teaching

RADFORD - The
goal of artists is to create
something.

They also usually hold
the hope their work will,
in some way, enrich the
lives of others.

Miriam Jones, who
works in oil painting,
ceramics, and digital
photography, is about
to embark on a career
that will accomplish both

of those goals. She just
graduated from Radford
University with a degree
in art education and later
this month begins a new
job at Auburn Middle
School in her home town
of Riner.

The move marks a
natural progression for
Jones, who grew up
appreciating art and
said she always scored

high on the “creative”
zone of career aptitude
evaluations. But she also
knew she didnt want to
become a graphic designer
or try to work exclusively
as a studio artist.

“Many people in
my family are teachers,
and I grew up in that
atmosphere,” Jones said

See Art, page 4

SITY

Miriam Jones, of Riner, graduated from Radford University during last week’s
winter commencement and will soon be a teacher at Auburn Middle School.
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Now through Dec. 17

Blackshurg leaf collection extended

Leaf collection in the Town of Blacksburg has been extended approximately two
weeks from the scheduled Dec. 3 conclusion date to ensure all neighborhoods have
been served. Public Works has been operating with a significantly reduced staff
dedicated to leaf collection, so patience is greatly appreciated.

Saturday Dec. 17:

Caturday

At the Christiansburg Library; noon. Sign up at the front desk for a 15-minute slot
to read to a cat from the Montgomery County Animal Care and Adoption Center
to practice reading and socialize shelter cats. For all Ages. Email spahl@mfil.org for

more information.

Holiday Movie

At the Meadowbrook Public Library; 12:30 p.m. Get into the holiday spirit and
join us for a showing of this fan-favorite holiday animated film (rated G) about a
young boy who embarks on a train ride journey to the North Pole. Call (540) 268-
1964 with any questions.

Teen DND

At the Blacksburg Library; 2 p.m. Dungeons and Dragons for ages 11 to 17.

Gingerbread Houses
At the Christiansburg Library; 2 p.m. All ages are invited to build a personalized

gingerbread house with the supplies provided. Registration is required.

“The Grinch” Movie, Photos, and S’mores

At Glencoe Mansion, Museum and Gallery. S'mores and pictures with the Grinch
at 6 p.m. Movie at 7 p.m.

STEM Club

At the Meadowbrook Public Library; 2 p.m. Join us for our homeschool STEM
club where we explore science, technology, engineering, or math! Ages 8 years and up.

Pokémon Club

At the Christiansburg Library; 4:30 p.m. Pokémon fans bring your DS or
Pokémon cards and get ready to battle, trade and make new friends. All ages.

Tuesday, Dec. 21

Melted Snowman Slime

At the Christiansburg Library; 3 p.m. Join us at the library to make melted
snowman slime! All ages.

Wednesday, Dec. 28:

Afternoon Movie and Snack,

At the Meadowbrook Public Library; 12:30 p.m. Join us for a fun-filled afternoon,
complete with a tasty snack and enjoy an animated film (rated PG) about crime
fighting Super-Dog - Krypto, as he embarks on a mission to save his crime-fighting
pal, the Man of Steel. Call (540) 268-1964 for more details.

Thursday, Dec. 29:

American Red Cross Blood Drive

At the Christiansburg Library; 10 a.m. Save a life! American Red Cross Blood
Drive. Walk-ins welcome or sign up at hteps://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
donation-time.

Pokémon Party
At the Blacksburg Library; 2 p.m. Bring your Nintendo Switch or DS with your

Pokémon games, or your Pokémon Card Collection, and make new friends while
trading, exploring, and battling. Trainers of all ages are welcome.

Friday, Dec. 30:

Red Cross Blood Drive
At the Jessie Peterman Memorial Library; 11:30 a.m. Save a life! American Red

Cross Blood Drive. Walk-ins welcome or sign up at www.redcrossblood.org/give.

html/find-drive.

Help the Veterans with your donations
The Meadowbrook Public Library is a collection point for items needed at the VA

Medical Center in Salem. Bring your donations of the following items to the library
during December: deodorant, denture adhesive, 3-in-1 body wash/shampoo/conditioner,
body lotion, toothpaste, nail clippers, sweatpants, sweatshirts, t-shirts (size M, L, XL)
, and new baseball caps. Co-Sponsored by VFW Post 5311 and Montgomery-Floyd
Regional libraries.

Free GED Classes

At the Meadowbrook Public Library, 5 — 8 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. New
River Community College is offering free GED classes at the Meadowbrook Library
every Tuesday and Thursday until Thursday, Dec. 15. For more information or to sign

up please call the Meadowbrook Library at 540-268-1964.

Beat the heat: Virginia Tech team to study best ways to survive heat waves

PHOTO BY THEO LIM FOR VIRGINIA TECH
Researchers conduct a workshop in Roanoke ahout the project studying ways to

survive heat waves, which kill more Americans each year than any other natural

By Barbara L. Micale

Each year, heat waves
kill more Americans
than any other natural
disaster. Climate change
has exacerbated the
problem by creating
measurably higher
temperatures in areas
of cities with fewer
economic and social
resources to mitigate
the impacts of heat,
according to Theo Lim,
an assistant professor

of urban affairs and
planning at Virginia
Tech.

Lim is leading a

multidisciplinary
Virginia Tech research
team that is partnering

disaster with the City of Roanoke
!
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Positions Wanted Help Wanted

Quality Inn Part Time
Hiring  Full/Part  Time Newspaper

Housekeeping and Front Production Help

Desk. Apply in Person. Salem Times Reai
gister has
Ph-540-639-3000 openings for

For Sale - Misc afternoon/evening shift

work- inserting, labeling
FOR SALE

and bundling newspapers
Unprinted end rolls of

for delivery. No
newsprint. Great for

experience necessary.
packing & shipping, moving Hours may vary. Will train.
& storage and for art

540-674-5231.

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE

Highland Memory Gardens is looking for 2 Full
Time cemetery ground maintenance people.

Great Benefit package, Health, Dental, Vision,
uniforms, and 401-K Retirement program pay
commensurate with experience. Must be able
to pass a background check and drug test.

For confidential interview, call Paul at

$11 per hour. Contact
projects. Various sizes

Lynn Hurst, General
available. Stop by the

Manager, Salem-Times
Salem Times-Register 1633  Register (540)389-9355
West Main St. or call

or email
(540)389-9355 for details. Ihurst@ourvalley.org

[ ADVERTISE!
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to help residents survive,
adapt, and thrive through
high temperatures and
heat waves.

The six-person team
received a Stage 1 Civic
Innovation Challenge
(CIVIC) Planning Grant,
funded by the National
Science  Foundation.
The challenge supports
rapid implementation
of community-driven,
research-based pilot
projects that address
heat resilience priorities.

The five
co-investigators for
the project are: Naren
Ramakrishnan, the
Thomas L. Phillips
Professor of Engineering
at Virginia Tech and
director of the Sanghani
Center for Artificial
Intelligence and Data
Analytics; Jake Grohs,
associate professor and
assistant  department
head of Graduate
Programs in Engineering
Education; Julia Gohlke,

associate professor
in the Department of
Population Health

Sciences; Eric Wiseman,
associate professor
in the Department
of TForest Resources
and Environmental
Conservation; and
Thomas Pingel, associate
professor of geography.

e team is
conducting a series of
workshops with Roanoke
leaders in academia,
government, public
schools, nonprofits, and
other community-based
organizations to identify
their primary concerns
and needs. Ultimately, the
researchers will develop
a proposal to create a
citizen science program
that will train city youth
to collect, monitor,
and communicate data
on temperatures in the
city and how residents
experience heat.

Research  scientists
David Moore and Lara
Nagle, both with the
Institute for Policy and
Governance at Virginia
Tech, are involved with
the project.

Catherine Cotrupi, a

Ph.D. candidate in higher
education and former
assistant  director of
campus and community
engagement at Virginia
Tech who is working
with the research team,
has been helping organize
workshops  with  city
officials and community-
based organizations.

“I'm excited to be
supporting these efforts,”
Cotrupi  said. “The
essence of the land-grant
mission of teaching,
research, and service is
to listen to community
challenges and collaborate
on solutions derived from
academic study.”

From 1950-
90, Roanoke had
relatively mild summer
temperatures with an
average of 1.6 days a
year reaching 95 degrees
and higher. However,
with climate change,
the average number of
95-plus degree days each
year could increase to 9.6
days by 2030 and 14.1 by
2040. In 2022, nine days
had temperatures above
95.

One aspect of heat
vulnerability that has not
yet been quantified is the
risk that residents face in
their homes and doing
daily activities.

The citizen science
program  will equip
hundreds of middle

school and high school
youth with wearable
temperature sensors that
will provide a better
picture of how residents
handle the heat across
the city. These youth also
will be trained to conduct
surveys and interviews in
their own communities
to better understand
the viability of potential
approaches to mitigating
high temperatures, such
as increasing vegetation,
or helping residents
cope with heat, such as
opening more public air-
conditioned spaces.

They also will take
photos to document the
information-gathering
process, which is a
research method known
as “photovoice.”
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Virginia winter wheat
production soars after
‘near-perfect’ growing season

With a helping hand from Mother
Nature, Virginia farmers have produced
one of the best winter wheat crops in
recent years, according to the National
Agricultural Statistics Service.

A NASS report revealed Virginia
farmers harvested 10.2 million bushels
of winter wheat in 2022, a 27% increase
from 2021. This year’s wheat harvest
represents Virginias largest since 2018,
when the commonwealth’s farmers reaped
13.8 million bushels.

Virginia farmers harvested 150,000
acres for grain in 2022, marking the third
straight year of improved production
following a record-low harvest of 105,000
acres in 2019. The average yield per acre
also rose to 68 bushels this year, a nine-
year high and 5 bushels per acre over the
previous five-year average.

“Environmentally, 1 think we had a
near-perfect season,” said Trent Jones, a
Virginia Cooperative Extension agent in
Northumberland and Lancaster counties,
about wheat production in the Northern
Neck.

Jones noted that some Northern
Neck growers dealt with a wet fall that

delayed seedings, but many of their
fields had dried to suitable conditions
by spring. Timely rain and proactive
crop management, Jones said, helped
keep disease to a minimum and allowed
farmers to produce quality wheat.

“I would attribute (yields) to farmers
in the Northern Neck—and throughout
Virginia—who stayed on top of their
crops and gave the plants what they
needed when they needed it to produce
the best possible yields under the
conditions that were presented,” Jones
said. “This year it seemed that everything
came together ... and it resulted in a crop
that was very, very acceptable.”

Northumberland  County  grain
farmer Mike Bryant noted that he had a
decent wheat crop with bushels per acre
registering in the high 70s. With input
costs surging this year due to continued
supply chain issues and market volatility
because of the ongoing war in Ukraine,
Bryant said he needed to be diligent to
turn a profitable crop.

“We might have gotten a late start, but
other than that, everything seemed to be
a pretty normal year,” he said.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF VIRGINIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

In what was described as “a near-perfect season,” Virginia farmers harvested 10.2
million bhushels of winter wheat in 2022, one of the commonwealth’s hest crops ever.

Robert Harper, grain division manager
for Virginia Farm Bureau Federation,
noted that the increased production
was partially influenced by favorable
wheat futures prices last August through
October.

“There was some financial incentive
for Virginia farmers as they looked into
the future, and if they were able to
generate an above-average yield or even
an average yield, they saw an opportunity
to profit from that futures price,” Harper
said.

“Our seedsmen were prepared. They
had the product available for farmers
when they called to buy because they
were seeing good prices, and then the
weather last fall cooperated,” Harper said.
“The positive outlook for pricing, the
availability of the inputs at planting time,
and the optimal planting conditions all
proved to be crucial to successful harvests.

“The quality of Virginia’s wheat crop

this year was excellent.”

~ Virginia Farm Bureau Association

Virginia Tech invited to join mternatmnal (Irone research alllance

Virginia Tech has been invited to
join an elite consortium of universities
to lead research that will help guide
the safe integration of uncrewed aerial
systems (UAS), or drones, into the
national and international transportation
infrastructure.

The Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA)’s Alliance for System Safety of
UAS through Rescarch Excellence, or
ASSURE, is a research powerhouse
that comprises 26 U.S. and global
universities and more than 100 partners
across industry and government. The
FAA leverages the talents of this alliance
to conduct critical research needed for
drone integration efforts.

Virginia Tech’s induction is the latest
recognition of the university’s leadership
in an area that is rapidly moving into
the national spotlight as applications for
autonomous systems, including drones,
evolve from futuristic concepts into real,
functional services.

“Since federal work began to integrate
drones into the airspace, Virginia has
been out in front,” said U.S. Sen. Mark
Warner. “Thanks to the research and
testing happening at Virginia Tech,
Virginia has been the site of numerous
landmark achievements in the drone
industry, asource of data that hasinformed
important federal policy decisions, and a
place where drone companies want to
pioneer their most ambitious projects.
Working with ASSURE will expand
Virginia Tech’s capacity to contribute
to the development and deployment
of systems that have the potential to
dramatically improve quality of life
and drive continued U.S. technological
competitiveness.”

ASSURE’s research encompasses a wide
range of technical and operational topics
critical to successful drone integration,
including  rtraffic =~ management,
communications, pilot training, and
software interoperability, among many

others. These research questions will lay
the foundation for determining what
these systems are capable of, how to
incorporate them safely in airspace
where traditional aircraft already operate,
and how to build the physical and
technological infrastructure needed to
allow a more diverse, complex aviation
ecosystem to run smoothly for the benefit
of society.

Virginia Tech, with multiple top-
ranked research programs and one of
seven FAA-designated drone test sites,
has a long track record of leadership in
autonomous systems. Researchers and
faculty members all over the university
are deeply engaged in innovation and
discovery that dovetails directly with the
topics central to ASSURE’s mission.

Virginia Tech’s membership was
announced at an event hosted by the
Insticute for Critical Technology and
Applied Science, where researchers from
the College of Engineering and the
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
had the opportunity to discuss their
drone-related projects with ASSURE
leadership.

“Our researchers have achieved global
recognition for their work in these areas,”
said Dan Sui, the university’s senior vice
president for research and innovation,
who also spoke at the event. “From
fundamental research on the foundational
technologies enabling autonomous
systems to ingenious applications that
demonstrate just how profoundly they
can impact society, to the cybersecurity
solutions that will safeguard them
— all of this research is thriving at
Virginia Tech and we’re honored that it
can contribute to the important work
ASSURE is doing.”

The Virginia Tech Mid-Atlantic
Aviation Partnership manages the
university’s FAA-designated test site and
a team in the federal BEYOND initiative
that has been celebrated for its ability

to launch successful pilot programs
centered on real-world applications
such as the drone delivery service Wing
operates in Christiansburg. The test site
has also been tapped by the FAA to lead
major research efforts on drone traffic
management and evaluate technologies
that can allow drones to detect and avoid
other aircraft — both crucial components
of permitting more extensive operations
in airspace where crewed aircraft may
already be flying. And its collaboration
with researchers in the Department of
Biomedical Engineering and Mechanics
yielded FAA-approved test methods
that created a pathway for drone
manufacturers to take advantage of a
new rule for drone flights over people.
The test site has worked with ASSURE
in the past on standardized processes for

PHOTO BY ELEANOR NELSEN FOR VIRGINIA TECH
Mark Begonia, a researcher in the Department of Biomedical Engineering and
Mechanics, sets up an experiment evaluating the risk of an impact hetween a
human and a drone.

establishing the safety of new operations
as well as on drone impact risk research
led by the University of Alabama in
Huntsville.

“We're thrilled to welcome Virginia
Tech to ASSURE,” said Stephen Luxion,
ASSURE’s executive director. “Their
research on operational practices, safety
management, sensor testing, injury risk
analysis, communications, and a host of
other issues has already moved the needle
on drone integration in the U.S. There
is truly exceptional work happening here
that complements the exceptional work
being produced by ASSURE. I'm excited
to see what we'll be able to accomplish
together.”

~ Virginia Tech Communications

Local produce isnt off the menu because the cold season has set in

Some think fresh, at  Virginia  State that  chilling—they
local produce is off University. think it tastes better
the menu now that Githinji explained and it’s more tender,”
the warm growing that a variety of hardy Githinji said. “People

season has passed. But
there are several cold-
hardy crops that last
throughout the winter

Brussels
collards,

fall and winter greens
like arugula, broccoli,

herbs,

like it better than when
i’s harvested in early
spring. The cold brings
out the flavor more,

sprouts,

kale,

months. lettuce and turnips can and people love it.”
“Cold season withstand temperatures These crops’

crops are those that as low as 30 degrees. hardiness also makes

are adapted to low And now is the ideal them ideal for storing

temperatures—when

time to find them in

ahead of holiday meals.

you get to less than local markets. Greens like kale and
50 degrees, they can For some consumers, cabbage keep well
thrive,” said Leonard the chilly weather in the refrigerator,
Githinji, a sustainable enhances the flavor of and root vegetables
and urban agriculture the produce. like carrots, turnips,
Virginia Cooperative “There are people onions, potatoes and
Extension  specialist who like (kale) when sweet potatoes can

and associate professor

it has gone through

last for weeks if stored

properly.  Fall and produce at their farmers And while many
. ; » .

winter squashes like market,” said Tony markets close down for

acorn, butternut, and Banks, senior assistant the season, some extend
elicata also are idea irector of agriculture, eir operations into

delicata al deal direct f agricult th t t

for extended storage.  development and the cold months.

Many farmers use innovation for “Produce selection
greenhouses, high Virginia Farm Bureau can vary by market,
tunnels, and hoop Federation. “In addition so it’s a good idea to
ouses to exten eir to hardy winter crops, ecome acquainte
h t tend their to hardy t b q ted
growing seasons and some markets will still with the farmers to

protect their crops from have
the elements, allowing
them to continue

offering fresh, healthy

locally
meat, poultry, fish, and
dairy products.”

learn what products
they plan to have in the
winter,” Banks said.

grown

produce to consumers
at farmers markets.

“As colder
temperatures set in,
consumers can expect

to find plenty of

seasonal locally grown

Put The Classifieds To Work!
Call 540-389-9355

radfordnewsjournal.com
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The following is a list of forecasted highway projects
that may impact traffic raveling in the 12-county Salem
Transportation District this week. Work schedules and
construction project timelines are always subject to change
and weather dependent. The Salem District covers Bedford,
Botetourt, Carroll, Craig, Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Henry,
Montgomery, Patrick, Pulaski and Roanoke counties.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

[-81 NORTHBOUND AT EXIT 105 NEW RIVER
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT IN MONTGOMERY
COUNTY —Traffic on northbound I-81 has been switched
onto the newly constructed bridge over the New River at
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the Montgomery/Pulaski County line. The old bridge is
being demolished. Lane and shoulder closures may be in
place near exit 105. Lane closure may be in effect during
the week from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. Shoulder closures may be
in effect at any time during the week. Slow rolls may be
performed on I-81 in the north and southbound lanes
from mile marker 98 to 109. Speed limit is reduced to 60
miles per hour in the work zone. Shoulder closures will
remain in place though the duration of the project. Project
completion is estimated by summer 2023.

INTERSTATE 81

INTERSTATE 81 LANE  WIDENING
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT EXIT 137 TO EXIT

A rt from page 1

141 — A $179 million design-build project to widen
both directions of I-81 between mile markers 136.6 and
141.8 from two to three lanes is set to begin. Work will
be performed on the inside and outside shoulders along
a five-mile section of both northbound and southbound
Interstate 81 in Roanoke County and the city of Salem.
The shoulders will be built up before barrier walls can be
installed for road crews to work behind. Barrier walls will
be installed along the shoulders in the spring and summer.
Two lanes of I-81 traffic in each direction will remain open
during the project with periodic lane closures scheduled
during nighttime hours or outside of peak travel times as

needed.

in early December. “I looked
up to my middle and high
school art teachers, and I’ve also
worked a lot with kids. So, art
education seemed to be the right
choice for me.”

Some of her senior-year
projects included ceramic
dishes; a digital photography
portfolio examining nature; and
“Warfare,” a vivid and elaborate
4-by-5-foot oil painting that
depicts a wounded soldier given
aid by his comrades.

That image is

Den ied from page 1

given a life sentence in the incident.

based on

There was no conclusive evidence to determine who

Ephesians 6:10-18 but, she said,
is also symbolic of modern-
day battles against anxiety and
depression.

From doing that kind of
work, Jones said, she realized
that art “is where everything
comes together,” including
history, science, math, and
language. Students of art learn
such important skills as problem
solving, perseverance, creativity
and other attributes that become

valuable tools in any field.
“I hope that I will be able to

guide students in building these
skills and in seeing the beauty
of everything,” she said. “I'm
hoping, as an educator, that
I'll help students be excited to
continue learning as they grow
and to continue to find unique
ways to share their passions.
“What could be more
fulfilling than sharing wonder
and hope and joy with others?”

Neil Harvey
Radford University

The parole board also denied the release of Gary

shot and killed Crockett, but each of the defendants
was convicted of the murder under a law that finds
participants in an event that leads to a crime equally
responsible for the results.

The decision from the parole board said, “A release at
this time would diminish the seriousness of the crime,
the serious nature, and the circumstances of the crime.
The board concludes that they should serve more of the
sentence prior to release on parole.”

Atlanta Five from page 1

O’Neal Shanks, formerly of Christiansburg, who is
serving a life sentence in the 1994 malicious wounding
and robbery of a Pulaski County man at his Hazel
Hollow home. Shanks admitted to using a claw hammer
to beat Bobby McDaniel. Shanks had previously been
sentenced to 40 years in a 1979 murder in Montgomery
County. He had also been charged with robbing a

Montgomery COUIll'y convenience store.

~ News Journal staff report

Wes Adcock (chemistry professor),
and me (retired Director of Student
Services). Chris Pugh, who worked
at New River initially and then went
to Ruritan National where she still
works part-time, also joined our
family around 2005.”

Each year, the group donates
money to a charity instead of
exchanging Christmas gifts. For
the last several years, they have

made their donation to Radford
Fairlawn Daily Bread, where
Taylor serves as a member of the
board of directors. This year, they
donated $800.

“We would love to encourage
others to donate because we believe
so strongly in their mission and
service to our community, and we
know how much these donations
mean,” said Taylor. “We also think

Christmas is the perfect time to
share our gifts with those in need.”

RFDB has been providing a
hot lunchtime meal to hundreds
of people each week Monday
through Friday for 30 years, and
to Meals on Wheels recipients
since 2006.

To learn more about
RFDB, go to htps://www.
radfordfairlawndailybread.org.

7

8 9 10

RADFORD

‘

One Year

hh Digital Subiscription

$29.00

62
CLUES ACROSS 39. Skin abrasions 7. Former CIA
1. Syrian president 40. Caesar or tossed 8. Didymium

6. Grand Caravan brand
11. Immeasurably small
14, Myriagram

15. Yellow-fever mosquito
16. Radioactivity unit

18. Anklebone

21. Adobe house

23. Direct to a source

25. Piper __, actress

26. Leuciscus leuciscus
28. Moral excellences

29. Describes distinct
concepts

31. Rubberized raincoat
34. Inhabitants of the Earth
35. Distress signal

36. Destroyed by secret
means

9. Gram

10. Audio membranes
11. 8th Jewish month
12. Touchdown

13. Madames

14. Metric ton

17. Fabric colorants

44. Supplied with a chapeaux
45, Fictional elephant

47. Forced open

48. Pole (Scottish)

50. Browning of the skin

51. Boy Scout merit emblem
56. British thermal unit

57. Decomposes naturally
62. Freshet

63. Lawn game

20. Extra dry wine
21. An Indian dress
22. Expenditure
CLUES DOWN

1. Fished in a stream
2. Left heart there

3. Yes in Spanish

4. Nursing organization
5. Cease to live

6. River in NE Scotland

25. Can top

28. Weather directionals
30. Ascrap of cloth
31. Gin & vermouth cock
32. Away to lessen

19. Capital of Bashkortostan

24. Ribbed or corded fabric

27. So. African Music Awards

33. Contended with difficulties

News JourNAL

Suhbscrihe online at radfordnewsjournal.com or mail to address below

SUBSGRIPTION TO RADFORD NEWS JOURNAL

Serving Radford Since 1884

5 Yearly Print Only Subscription

‘

Yearly Print & Digital
Subscription $45.00 Radford $54.00 Virginia
$72.00 $58.00 Out of State

State: Zip:

36. Egyptian beetle I

37.CNN's Turner

38. A quicklight pat |

39. Shipment, abbr. Name:
41. Resin-like insect secretion I

42. Goat and camel hair fabric

43. Superfcially play at | Address:
46. Network of veins or nerves

49. Atomic #44 e

51. Wager I Clty'

52. The time something has

existed I Telephone:

53. Physician’s moniker
54. Talk excessively

55, Pre-Tokyo

58. Out of print

59. Ducktail hairstyle
60. Carrier’s invention
61. Canadian province

tails

I Check Enclosed

Mail to: Circulation Department, RADFORD NEWS JOURNAL,
PO. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724.

-
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Send community news and photos

to communitynews@ourvalley.org

radfordnewsjournal.com



www.ourvalley.org

O BITUARIES

RADFORD NEWS JOURNAL - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2022 - PAGE 5

Futrell, Delbert Hamilton

Delbert Hamilton Futrell of
Blacksburg passed peacefully the evening
of Saturday Dec. 3. He was 81. Originally
from Mayfield, KY, Del attended the
University of Kentucky in Lexington
and was a proud veteran of the US
Navy. He thoroughly enjoyed living in
Blacksburg for the past eleven years.

Del is survived by his wife, Wendy,
whom he met in Lexington while she
was pursuing her PhD. They enjoyed
nearly 51 years of marriage, and spent
many of those years in Potomac, MD,
where they raised their family: children
Robin Sanborn (Eric), Michelle Tomlin
(Scott), and Michael Futrell (Melissa).

His seven grandchildren, who called
him Hoppy (for reasons no one fully
remembers), were some of the greatest
joys of his life. He will also be missed by
sisters Mary Hardy and Annie Knight,
of Boynton Beach, FL and Mayfield
respectively, who loved their big brother
very much.

Del will be remembered as kind
to children and animals. Among his

fondest memories was a 2009 safari
he and Wendy went on. Many will
remember his account of the morning
a monkey stole his toast. He delighted
in his likeness to Santa so much that he
owned a suit that went to good use over
the years.

He was also a lifelong lover of music,
especially classical and barbershop.
He played the trombone as a young
man and in retirement sang in a
barbershop chorus, The Kentuckians,
in Lexington. In Blacksburg, he and
Wendy participated in the Mount
Tabor Ruritan Club.

As his family grieves this loss, we
ask that in lieu of sending flowers, our
friends and family make donations in
Del’s honor to any of the wonderful
organizations he supported, including
Planned Parenthood  Federation
of America, the Association of Safe
International Road Travel, and the
Freedom From Religion Foundation.

A private memorial will be held at a
later date.

Gravely, Jr., Edward M. “Marty”

Edward M. “Marty” Gravely, Jr.
of Radford, Virginia passed away in
his sleep on Dec. 6, 2022. He was
preceded in death by his grandparents,
R. P Gravely, Jr. and Bennie M.
Gravely and Hiram P English and
Bessie H. English.

He is survived by his father, Edward
M. Gravely, St; his mother, Yvonne
E. Gravely; stepmother Pryor D.
Gravely; sister, Julia Gravely Henry;
half-sister Anne P. Gravely; brother-in-
law, Brandon E Henry; and nephew,
Ewan P. Henry. He is also survived by
his aunts, Anne G. Shropshire, Sally G.
Parker, Elizabeth G. Sullivan (Pat), and
Nancy E. Castevens (Monty); great

aunts, Jeannette H. Newman, Daisy
H. Gibbs, Ruth H. Hundley, Margaret
H. Moore, and Elizabeth S. Gravely;
great uncle, Bobby E. Hodges; and
numerous cousins.

Anavid and published photographer,
Marty found joy in music, the outdoors,
genealogy, and his family, and he never
met an animal he didn’t love.

A family service will be held in
Martinsville at a later date. In lieu of
flowers, please consider donations to
the Radford Animal Control / Shelter
at 104 Pulaski Street in Radford.

The Gravely family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory
in Radford.

See Obituaries, page 6

Send community
news and photos to
communitynews@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress
Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 552-
1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.org. Reverend Fr.
Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist Sunday’s at 11am
and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church- located at 4910
Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Litur-
gical Lenten Services, Sunday at 10:30 am. Call
(540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for mid-
week masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).
BAPTIST
First Baptist Church, 555 West Rock Road,
Radford, 639-3873. Rev. Corwin C. Casey, Pas-
tor. Worship with us: 9:45 a.m.; Sunday School:
10:45 a.m.; Praise and Worship: 11:00 a.m. Morn-
ing Worship Service; Therefore, my beloved breth-
ren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
1 Corinthians 15:58.
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third Ave
at the corner with Downey St. We nurture mean-
ingful connections to God and others through wor-
ship, spiritual growth, and community ministry.
We celebrate the dignity and worth of all persons,
created in the image of God. Sunday Bible Study
Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship - 11:00. Website:
fbcradford.org  540-639-4419. Worship is in-
person and live-streamed on Facebook and on our
YouTube channel: First Baptist Church Radford.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Franklin
Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian
Cockram, Associate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship
at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Ministries - 6:00p.m.
Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m. Sunday,
Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. Sunday,
WwWwWw.trinitycburg.org.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin St.,
552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., Sun. Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bible classes, 7
p.m., Outreach Minister Curt Seright, Community
Minister Tom Gilliam, Dean Meadows, Campus
Minister.
CHURCH OF GOD
Childress Church of God, 4187 Piney Woods Rd.,
C’Burg. 381-3693. Sun. School 10 a.m.; Worship
11 am. & Wed. 7 p.m.
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike Rd.,
C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 731-3178.
Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship 10:50 a.m., 6 p.m.
Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West Main
Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday School -
10:00A.M. Morning Worship — 11:00A.M.,
Children’s Church 11:00A.M. Sunday Evening
— 6:00P.M., Wednesday Night — 7:00P.M., Pastor
Danny Newman, Church Office — 540-639-6562 or
804-921-0828
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Radford Church of God in Christ, 206 Russell
Ave., Radford. Supt. Ronald A. Watson, Sr.; Elder,
639- 5948. Sun. School 9 a.m.; Prayer 11:30 a.m.;
Worship 6 p.m.

(DOC - DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
Snowville Christian Church, 5436 Lead Mine
Rd.,Hiwassee, VA 24347, Pastor: Jerry King, Web-
site: - www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com (and
Facebook), Office: 540-633-3761, Email: office@
SnowvilleChristianChurch.com, Sunday Worship
Service: 11:00 a.m., Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.,
Thursday Bible Study: 6:00 p.m., We are: “Inspir-
ing hope, helping people grow their faith, and shar-
ing God’s love with others!”

EPISCOPAL
Grace Episcopal Church, 210 4th Street, Radford,
639-3494. A friendly, mission-oriented spiritual
community sharing the Word of God. ALL ARE
WELCOME. In person and live-streamed services
10:30AM Sundays. Holy Eucharist twice a month.
Morning Prayer twice a month. Fellowship and re-
freshments follow services. Find us on Facebook:
Grace Episcopal Church and www.graceradford.
org.

LUTHERAN
Christ Lutheran Church, 201 Harvey St. Sunday
worship with communion at 10am; fellowship &
snacks at 11am. All are welcome. Upcoming events
and fellowship opportunities (Senior Brunch, Faith
& Film, Rough Draught, etc.) detailed in weekly

-
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fool’s decision enraged him.

Nabal and his entire household.

for mercy.

own hands”
(1Samuel 25:33).

Him. We should also pray for the offender.

' 4| Thought for Today: I can focus on God’s blessings or the of-

fense. I can pray or scheme. The choice is mine.
Quicklook: 1 Samuel 25:32-34

THE CHOICE IS MINE
Read 1 Samuel 25:1 through 27:12

David, a fighting machine, was not squeamish about shedding
blood. However, before he went into battle, his habit was to
seek the Lord’s direction. He forgot this wisdom when one

Nabal, a wealthy man, refused to feed David’s men although
they had protected Nabal’s shepherds. His arrogant remark in-
furiated David. Blinded by anger, he bypassed the Lord and or-
dered his men to arm themselves for battle. The plan: Wipe out

Meanwhile back at the estate, a servant begged Abigail, Nabal’s
wife, to do something because David had been good to them.
She immediately sent food to David and then followed to ask

“May you be blessed for your good judgment and for keeping
me from bloodshed this day and from avenging myself with my

When we are wronged, instead of plotting revenge, we could
seek the Lord’s help to set aside anger and leave vengeance to

/il
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email and on website: clcradford.org. 540-639-2671.
Our Saviour Lutheran Church ELCA, 1845 Cambria
St NE, Christiansburg. Worship each Sunday at 10 am, in
person and online at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCMsB-gbyjmV5ce9mr43dbCw. Please visit our website
at www.oslc-cburg.org and our Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/oslcchristiansburg  to learn more
about us. Little Free Pantry and Little Free Library located
in our parking lot. Pastor Joshua L. Copeland; church of-
fice 540-382-2223.
St. Michael Lutheran Church, 2308 Merrimac Road,
Blacksburg, VA 24060. Worship service each Sunday
at 10 AM, Sunday School 9 AM. We are a community
of God’s people where people gather for worship, learn-
ing and service. Visitors and new members are always
WELCOME! Google comments: “Wonderful, welcom-
ing congregation...A place where all are truly welcome...
Nice, friendly, competent staff.” You will like our minis-
ter, The Rev. Michelle L. Stramiello. Her previous ser-
vice was as Family Faith Formation Director at Cross
and Crown Lutheran Church, Indianapolis, IN, Pastor of
St Matthew Lutheran Church, Paducah, K, and Hospice
Chaplain in Largo, Fl. St. Michael started and administers
Micah’s Backpack which has great community impact,
Micah’s Soup for Seniors, Micah’s Garden, Closet, and
Mini Pantry. Also, partnering with Rainbow Riders and
Total Action for Progress, we opened open the first Early
Childhood Head Start in our community (6 weeks to age
3), and have numerous other programs including a Justice
& Mercy Fund providing assistance for those needing
emergency assistance with critical bills. Further St. Mi-
chael sponsors an awesome Scouting program of Boy &
Girl Scout Troops, Venture Scouts for older youth, and a
new Cub Pack for girls & boys kindergarten - 5th grade.
Directions: From Price’s Fork Road, turn onto Merrimac
Road and St. Michael is 3/10ths of a mile down on the left.
For more information about any of our activities: Phone
540 951-8951. Email hope@stmlc.us or visit our Website
www.st-michael-lutheran-church.org

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness Church, Rev. Larry

Christopher (540) 552-7194. 1.christopher695@comcast.
net. Sunday school at 10 a.m. and morning worship is 11
a.m. Evening service at 6 p.m. and Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Compassion Church, 1820 Second Street, Radford, 639-
6287, Our music is passionate, our worship is real, and
Pastor Chandler Jones brings relevant messages for every-
one at any place on their journey, Sunday Worship Experi-
ence at 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM, Wednesday Family Night
at 7 PM, Children Ministry provided for all services. Our
vision is to see all Saved. Freed. Restored. Fulfilled. Find
us on facebook and Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness Church, 4003 Morning
Glory Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114. 731-1755. Lee Sarv-
er, pastor. Sun. School 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6:
p.m., Wed., 7p.m.
PRESBYTERIAN

Join us at The Presbyterian Church of Radford, 201 4th
Street, at the corner of 4th & Randolph, for Sunday School
at 10 am and Worship and Children’s Church at 11 am.
Our Interim Minister is Steve Willis. Phone 639-2585.
Watch the worship services on Facebook, which can be ac-
cessed through the church website at www.pcradford.org
or through the Presbyterian church of Radford Facebook
page. We are called to share the love of Christ in this com-
munity and beyond.

UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist Church, 500 Stuart Street,
Christiansburg.  540-382- 0743. Rev. Ryan Schaeffer.
Sunday School, 10:15 a.m., Sunday Worship, 11:30 a.m.,
Wednesday Bible Study 7pm, alternating month’s with
Schaeffer Memorial Baptist Church, Senior Bible Study
Thursday, 10:30 a.m. All are welcome.
Central United Methodist Church,803 Wadsworth Street,
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 a.m. Sunday Services: 8:30am
(interpreter provided); 9:45am Sunday School (interpreter
provided); and 11:00am. Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30pm.
Child care is provided. www.centralmethodistchurch.com.
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 220 W. Main St.,
C’Burg. Rev. Moonsup “Paul” Song (540) 382-2410. Sun-
day Worship 10am, Sunday School 9am. Live streaming
Sunday Service - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc.

radfordnewsjournal.com
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Christmas Lights:

Obituaries from page 5

Mowry, Sara Rose

Pearl; a son, Theodore

Sara Rose Mowry, 41,
of Roanoke, passed away
Saturday, Dec. 3, 2022.

She was a member
of Blue Ridge Church
and proudly served her
country in the U. S. Air
Force. She was preceded
in death by her father,
Timothy James Mowry.

Survivors  include
her mother, Linda Lee

Mowry; a brother,
Ryan Mowry; nieces
Addy and Peyton
Mowry, and Alexandra
Richardson; a nephew,
Joey Richardson; and
many friends.

The Mowry
family is in the care
of Mullins Funeral
Home and Crematory

in Radford.

Mowry; a sister, Rebecca

Stump, Joe Steven “Steve”

Joe Steven “Steve” Stump, 65,
of Radford, passed away Thursday,
Dec. 8, 2022. He was a member of
Unity Christian Church and was a
licensed practical nurse with Carilion.
Steve was preceded in death by his
parents, Joe Buford, Sr., and Ruth
Ann Epperly Stump; and his brother,
Buford Stump, Jr.

Survivors include his lifelong

partner, Richard L. Nease; aunts and
uncle, Jessie and Byron Osborne,
and Evelyn Pannel; cousins, Ozzie
Osborne, Regina Osborne, Sylvia
Poole, and Pam Memitt; and many
other relatives and friends.

Services will be held at a later date.

The family is in care of Mullins
Funeral Home & Crematory in
Radford, Virginia.

Wheeler, Joey

Joey passed away Sunday, Dec 11,

many friends, coworkers, walking

2022, at 3:14 p.m,
surrounded by famlly
He received tremendous
care, support, and respect
at Roanoke Memorial
Hospital. Through organ
donation, he is giving
life to three families. In
addition, he is providing
the ability to advance
research for Moyamoya
patients with the donation

buddies and Special
Olympic athletes and
unified partners.

A funeral Mass will
be offered for Joey on

Saturday, Dec. 17,
2022, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church,
1205 Old Mill Rd,

Blacksburg, VA 24060,
at 12:15 p.m. A Rosary
will be said before

of his brain to Boston
Children’s Hospital. In life Joey was a
giver and he continues to give.

When he wasn't walking everywhere
near his home, he was serving elderly
residents as a part of dining services in
nursing homes. He was also extremely
involved in Special Olympics Virginia
as a part of the bocce program and
as a Global Messenger. He loved
bringing joy and a smile to everyone

e met.

He is preceded in death by his
grandfather, Richard Wheeler;
step-grandfather, Dave Enos; Nana
and PopPop, Maureen and Henry
Cummings; uncle, Father Frank
Lynch; uncle (and godfather), Mark
Cummings; his other godfather, Fr.
Patrick Garcia (godpoppy Pat); and
cousin, Chiara Del Piccolo.

He is survived by his mother and
father, Jilland Matt Wheeler; sister and
brother-in-law, Kaitlyn and Tommy
Coleman; niece, Halle; grandmother,
Mary Ann Enos; step-grandmother,
Gladi Berheim; godmother, Carol
Calandra; as well as many loving
aunts, uncles, and cousins. He has

Mass at 12 noon and
a reception will follow Mass in the
church hall. The Mass will be live-
streamed on the church’s Facebook
page (https://www.facebook.com/
stmarysblacksburg). A graveside
service for family will be held at
Memorial Gardens of the New River
Valley on Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2022 at
10 a.m.

Please keep Joey, his family, and the
recipient families in your prayers, and
hug your loved ones close. As a part of
his daily routine, Joey would walk to
Sheetz and get a Coke, so please have
a Coke in Joey’s memory, especially if
it’s from Sheetz. He also enjoyed his
Jersey Mike’s subs along the way.

In lieu of flowers, please consider
making a donation in Joey’s honor.
He was part of many groups and
organizations with all of us. We have
set up a donation page for Special
Olympic Area 9 in memory of Joey.
hteps://impact.specialolympicsva.org/
joeywheeler .

“Let us always meet each other with
a smile, for the smile is the beginning of
love.” - Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Wilf, Horace Anthony “Tony”

Horace Anthony “Tony” Wilf, 68,
passed away Saturday,
Dec. 10, 2022, at his
home in Radford.

He was a U. S
Navy veteran and a
meteorologist.

Tony was preceded
in death by his parents,
Horace Lee and Ruby
Wilf.

Survivors include

his wife, Cynthia D.

Kimberly Wilf and David and Chessie

Wilf, all of Richmond
Hill, Ga.; brother Mike
Wilf of Aberdeen,
Miss.; sister Judy Scott
of Blue Springs, Mo.;
nine grandchildren;
many other relatives
and friends.

Memorial services
will be held at a later
date.

The Wilf family is

Wilf of Radford; sons

in the care of Mullins

and daughters-in-law, Chad Wilf Funeral Home & Crematory in

of Radford, and Christopher and

Radford.

www.ourvalley.org

A Judgmental Guide

By Jase Graves

One of my fondest
childhood memories of
Christmas in the 1970’s

was riding  around
in the family station
wagon, “Bessie,” to

look at Christmas lights
while I whined to my
parents about needing
a snack — again. There
was something magical
about a familiar evening
landscape transformed to
a radiant wonderland at
the expense of someone’s
lumbar spine.

My  dad always
made sure that our
house was exemplary

in its presentation of
illuminated  holiday
décor, and even now,
his legendary displays
make my own attempts
look like those of an
unsupervised  toddler
with a Lite-Brite toy.
Little did I know as a
child exactly how much
work goes into producing
a respectable home
display that delights
passersby and annoys the
neighbors. But now that
I'm an adult (sort of), I
take pride in climbing
on the roof and crawling
around the yard for the
sake of an electrified
Christmas  spectacle
that makes me feel like
I've sprained everything
except my belly button.
Maybe because of
the intense efforc I put
into my own residential
Christmas lights, I've
become a bit of a snob
when evaluating those of
others to the point that
I've come up with the

following categories:

The Griswold

This is the type of
display for which I strive
each year. It includes
every string of lights that
can be scrounged up
from the attic along with
a cartload purchased as
soon as Walmart replaces
the Brach’s Mellowcreme
Pumpkins with Little
Debbie Christmas Tree
Cakes in late October.
This is the kind of
overwhelming  display
that might cause acute
retinal damage with
prolonged exposure. It’s
truly a sight to behold —
if you dare.

The My-Wife-
Made Me-Do-It

This display (if you
can call it that) is clearly
installed under duress
and probably during the
commercial breaks of a
Dallas Cowboys football
game. The jumbled lights
look as if they've been
strung by someone being
attacked by hornets, and
they include the absolute
minimum, maybe one
string of bulbs and a
mildewed inflatable
Nutcracker sagging
toward the storm drain.
It’s better than nothing—
but just barely.

The Cheater

It's obvious that
someone paid big bucks
to have professionals
do all the work on this
geometrically-precise

display with meticulous
ridge line coverage. Its
beautiful, no doubt,
even bordering on the
Griswold, but I say that
if you arent in a bad
mood and in need of
prescription painkillers
when youre done, it
doesn’t count.

The Grinch

This is the house
without so much as a
plastic baby Jesus glowing
on the porch, a single
cheap light-up deer in the
yard, or even a wreath of
dilapidated pine cones on
the front door. It’s almost
ostentatiously dark and

gloomy.

When I see these
houses  during  the
holidays, I often catch
myself mumbling
something like, “How

can they not put out a
single decoration? Are
they out of Tylenol?”

My wife inevitably
replies, “Maybe they cant
afford decorations. They
could be ill or elderly.
Or maybe they dont
celebrate Christmas.”

Then I feel like The
Grinch, Scrooge, The
Abominable Snow
Monster, Heat Miser, Mr.
Potter, Frank Shirley, and
Scut Farkus all rolled into
one insensitive naughty-
list doofus.

It’s at those times that
I need a good lecture
from Linus in “A Charlie
Brown Christmas.” Sure,
Snoopy has the best
lights, but Linus knows
what Christmas is all
about.

Put The Classifieds To Work!
Call 389-9355

Virginia’s gas prices

continue their decline

Average gasoline prices in Virginia fell
thirteen cents per gallon last week, averaging
$3.10 per gallon as of Monday, Dec. 12,
according to GasBuddys survey of 4,081
stations in Virginia. Prices in Virginia are
39.2 cents per gallon lower than they were a
month ago and are 9.3 cents per gallon lower
than they were a year ago.

The national average price of diesel fell
14.9 cents last week to stand at $4.91 per
gallon.

According to GasBuddy price reports,
the cheapest station in Virginia was priced
at $2.29 per gallon Monday while the most
expensive was $4.49 per gallon, a difference
of $2.20 per gallon.

The national average price of gasoline fell
14.4 cents per gallon last week, averaging
$3.21 per gallon Monday. The national
average is down 56.5 cents per gallon from
a month ago and stands 11.0 cents per
gallon lower than a year ago, according to
GasBuddy data compiled from more than
11 million weekly price reports covering over
150,000 gas stations across the country.

“Not only has the decline in gasoline
prices lasted five straight weeks with every
state secing a weekly decline in its average,
but average diesel prices have fallen in 49

states over the last week as well,” said Patrick
De Haan, head of petroleum analysis for
GasBuddy. “The relief is saving Americans
roughly $20 per fillup compared t six
months ago,” according to De Haan.

“On the previously hard-hit West Coast,
average prices have fallen nearly $2 per
gallon since October. Fifteen states now
have average gasoline prices of $2.99 or
less,with several more to join this week,” said
De Haan. “We remain on schedule to see
the national average gas price fall below $3
by Christmas with diesel set to fall 50 cents
to $1 per gallon over the next six weeks or
so. While the Keystone Pipeline shutdown
has been getting some attention, motorists
need not worry much about the oil-carrying
pipeline for now. There is no expected
impact to gasoline prices as of now,” said
De Haan.

GasBuddy is the authoritative voice for gas
prices and the only source for station-level data.
GasBuddys survey updates 288 times every day

from the most diverse list of sources covering

nearly 150,000 stations natiomwide, the most
comprebensive and up-to-date in the country.
GasBuddy data are accessible at hup:/prices.
GasBuddy.com.

Submit letters
to the editor to
editor@ourvalley.org

radfordnewsjournal.com
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Moments of Excellence this year:
Hokie wrestling finishes eighth in nationals

The “Moments of Excellence” campaign will serve as
a look back to the historic highlights and memorable
accomplishments of Tech athletics in 2022.

Hokies wrestling finished eighth at the 2022 NCAA
Championships in Detroit, the ninth time the team
finished in the top-11 in the past eleven seasons. Tech
also claimed three All-American honors for the ninth
straight season, one of only four programs to accomplish
this feat.

Mekhi Lewis, the first national champion in program
history, made history yet again by becoming the
program’s first two-time finalist.

The Hokie wrestlers finished the season ranked
eighth and garnered three All-America honors at the
2022 NCAA Championship in Detroit. Paced by All-
American finishes by Mekhi Lewis, Korbin Myers, and
Bryce Andonian, the Hokies scored the fourth-most
points in program history at the national championship.

Virginia Tech’s first national champion, Mekhi
Lewis’s runner-up finish at the nationals and two other
All-Americans in two-time All-American Korbin Myers
and first-time All-American Bryce Andonian extended
Tech’s three or more All-American streak to nine straight
seasons. Only three other programs can make the same
claim: Penn State, Iowa, and Cornell.

In his first season at a new weight and returning
from injury after medically withdrawing from the 2021
NCAA Championship, Lewis made the finals for the
second time in his career by pinning No. 3 Logan Massa
(MICH) in the third period of their semifinal match
on Friday night. Lewis also was a national champion in
2019.

He made history as he became Tech’s first two-time
finalist. His path to the finals included wins over #31
Dennis Robin (WVU), #18 Lance Runyon (UNI), #10
Clay Lautt (UNC), and #3 Logan Massa. Lewis fell in
the finals to defending national champion, No. 1 Carter
Starocci of Penn State via a 5-4 sudden victory rideout
criteria in the most entertaining final of the night.

Lewis won the national championship in 2019 by
dethroning two-time defending national champion
Vincenzo Joseph of Penn State.

Bryce Andonian had a breakout year culminating in
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This past year, Virginia Tech finished with three All-Americans for the ninth straight season, including Mehki

Lewis, who hecame the team’s first two-time finalist.

a third-place finish in his second trip to the national
championships. Andonian was on brand with his
must-see TV, putting on arguably the top-three most
entertaining matches in the tournament. He was electric
all weekend in picking up wins over Max Brignola
(LEH), Jon Jon Millner (APP ST), and Austin Gomez
(WISC) before falling to Ridge Lovett (NEB) in the
semifinal.

Andonian secured his first career All-American
status by pinning No. 3-seeded Austin Gomez in an
exhilarating bout start to finish. Andonian then took
Lovett to the wire in the semifinal match but fell just
short as time expired. The Hokie secured his third-place
finish with a second win over Austin Gomez on the

back side to put an exclamation point on his year that
started with a Junior World bronze medal finish back in
September 2021.

Korbin Myers ended his illustrious career as a two-
time All-American with a sixth-place finish in Detroit.
He made it to the quarterfinals of his fifth NCAA
tournament before falling to Austin Desanto of lowa.
Myers handled Matt Ramos (PUR) in the consolation
bracket to secure his second All- American honor and
help propel the Hokies to a top-10 finish, the first since
2018 and the third in head coach Tony Robie’s time at
the helm.

- VT Athletics

Virginia Tech women
remain undefeated, beat

Boston College 73-58

BOSTON, MA - The Virginia
Tech women’s basketball team
remained undefeated (9-0) on
the road in Boston Wednesday,
Dec. 7, with a 73-58 defeat of the
Boston College Eagles.

The Hokies had two players
score in double figures, led
by Elizabeth Kitley, who put
together a double-double with 22
points and 12 rebounds. Cayla
King added 16 points, and Taylor
Soule added nine points and two

'y ¥

steals.

Soule pulled down three
offensive rebounds to pace an
offense that racked up second-
chance opportunities for Virginia
Tech, grabbing 10 boards and
turning them into 10 second-
chance points.

After jumping out to a 7-4
advantage, Virginia Tech went
on a 10-0 run with 4:20 left in
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UT men claim first win of
season over ranked team
7 ' 3 = Bl

the first quarter, culminating in
a bucket from Kayana Traylor,
to increase its lead to 17-4. The
Hokies then lost some of that
lead, but still entered the quarter
break with a 17-7 advantage.
Virginia Tech got out and ran in
the period, scoring four points on
the break.

Tech kept its first-quarter lead
intact before going on a 6-0 run
starting at the 6:02 mark in the
second period, highlighted by
a three from King, to increase
its lead to 28-13. The Hokies
proceeded to tack on four points
to that lead and enjoyed a 43-24
advantage heading into halftime.

After intermission, Tech held
on to its advantage and took
a 59-46 lead into the fourth
quarter. Tech’s bench made the
most of its minutes in the period
as non-starters totaled five of the
team’s 16 third-quarter points.

Tech kept its lead intact before

going on a 5-0 run, finished off
by Kitley’s layup, to grow the
lead to 69-54 with 1:51 to go
in the contest. The Hokies held
onto that lead for the rest of
the game for the 73-58 win. The
Hokies took advantage of five
Boston College turnovers in the
quarter, scoring five points off of
those takeaways.

Elizabeth Kitley notched an
impressive double-double for the
Hokies with 22 points and 12
rebounds.

The Hokies made half of their
attempts from three point range,
knocking down eight of 16 shots.

The Hokies never trailed after
taking a 17-7 first quarter lead.

Virginia Tech handed out 19
total assists in the game.

Tech had a 34-27 edge on the
boards in the win and cleaned up
on the offensive glass, collecting
10 offensive boards in the game.

The Virginia Tech men’s basketball picked up its first win of the season over
a ranked team with an 80-72 victory over No. 18 North Carolina Sunday.
The Hokies were led by senior Justyn Mutts, who recorded his fourth double-
double of the season, scoring 27 points and nabbing 11 rebounds in the win.

Ao

PHOTO COURTESY OF VIRGINIA TECH ATHLETICS

ﬁ

A
t Ay 8 Bowlers Per Lane, Includes
‘&« /" Party Favors & Sparkling Cider !

Se

i iyl

Ay $65 per lane if paid hy 12/30
$75 per lane if paid hy 12/31
Call 382-5525 for reservations

575 Arbor Drive,
Christiansburg

-
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High School invitational at CAC
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of 6:11.27.

Radford’s Graham Minarik placed third in the

hoys 500-yard freestyle with a time

hoys 100 yard freestyle (50.51).

Radford’s Trent Hollandsworthuts through the water on the way to winning the

a e |
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Radford’s Evie Grim won the girls 100-yard butterfly during last Tuesday’s swim

meet at the Christianshurg Aquatic Center.

Swimming & Diving: Hokie
men finish 2022 ACC
championships with best
performances in program history

ATLANTA - The ACC
Swimming & Diving
Championships ~ have
come to a close in Atlanta,
and Virginia Tech had its
strongest  performances
in program history. The
Hokies brought home
14 medals and 12 school
records, finishing with a
combined 65 finalists over
the five-day competition.

On the last day of
competition, the Hokie
men won three out of four
individual events. Youssef
Ramadan, Carles Coll
Marti, and Sam Torngvist
each won a gold medal and
set a new school record on
the last night of finals.

FINAL SCORES MEN

1. NC  State -
1501.5 | 2. Louisville —
1192.5 | 3. Virginia Tech
— 1054 | 4. Virginia — 1041
| 5. Georgia Tech — 742.5
| 6. Florida State — 676 |
7. — North Carolina — 529
| 8. Notre Dame — 474 |

9. Pitt — 431 | 10. Duke —
341 | 11. Boston College
-195.5| 12. Miami — 116
HEAD COACH
SERGIO LOPEZ MIRO
“We had some awesome
performances with many
finalists and  podium
finishes on the men’s and
women’s side. We broke
multiple school records,
and a few swimmers
have already qualified
for the NCAAs. It was
a very exciting meet for
us. We talk a lot about
sustainable success, and
we are creating that. We
are right there. I am very
happy with everyone.
Youssef won MVDP, which
is awesome. We have our
last-chance meet next
week, and hopefully we
can take a great group to
the NCAA%.”
COMMONWEALTH
CLASH
The win on the men’s
side and loss on the

women’s side gave the
Hokies and the Cavaliers
one point each in the
Commonwealth  Clash,
presented by Smithfield.
The score for the
Commonwealth  Clash
currently stands at 7.5.-2.5
in favor of Virginia Tech.

TECH MEN

The No.-8 ranked
men’s team ended the
week with 1054 points,
finishing third overall,
which tied the program’s
highest finish in seven
years. Youssef Ramadan,
Carles Coll Marti, Antani
Ivanov, Sam Torngqvist,
and Filippo Dal Maso
each medaled in at least
one individual event.
Youssef Ramadan was
named the ACC Men’s
Swimming MVP  after
his performance at the
championships. He won
bronze in the 50 free, gold
in the 100 fly, and gold in
the 100 free.

L1V Golf coming to

Greenbriar in Aug.

LIV Golf Wednesday announced
three new championship venues that
will host tournaments as part of the
2023 LIV Golf League schedule: the
Gallery Golf Club in Tucson (March
17-19), Cedar Ridge Country Club
in Tulsa, Okla. (May 12-14), and The
Greenbrier in the Allegheny Mountains
of West Virginia (Aug. 4-6).

The venues will welcome many
of the sport’s biggest stars in the
groundbreaking LIV Golf League
teeing off in 2023.

“LIV  Golf’s expansion to new
U.S. markets adds to the growing
excitement for the league launch
in 2023,” said LIV Golf CEO and
Commissioner Greg Norman. “More
fans across the country and around
the globe will experience the LIV Golf
energy and innovative competition that
has reinvigorated the sport, and these
championship courses will contribute
to the transformative season ahead for
players, fans, and the game of golf.”

Grounds passes for the Tucson,
Tulsa, and Greenbrier events are now
available at LIVGolf.com, including
special Early Birdie pricing for single-
day passes and three-day passes,
as well as opportunities to place a
deposit for hospitality packages. Fans
are encouraged to secure tickets now

for LIV Golf’s festival-style three-day

radfordnewsjournal.com

tournaments that feature shotgun starts,
individual and team competitions, live
music, and fan activities for all ages.

LIV Golf’s star-studded,
international field will feature many
of the sport’s biggest names including
major winners Cameron Smith,Dustin
Johnson, Phil Mickelson, Brooks
Koepka, Bryson DeChambeau, Sergio
Garcia, Patrick Reed, Henrik Stenson,
Louis Oosthuizen, Graeme McDowell,
Martin Kaymer and Charl Schwartzel.

Final rosters for the LIV Golf League
will be announced in 2023 when
12 established team franchises will
compete in a global 14-event schedule
for an unprecedented $405 million in
prize purses.

The Old White is the signature
course at The Greenbrier, one of
America’s most prestigious and popular
resorts. Its also a familiar layout
for many players, having hosted a
professional event from 2010 through
2019.

Among the list of winners are current
LIV Golf members Joaquin Niemann
and Kevin Na.

Named after the popular hotel
on the grounds, The Old White was
designed by Charles Blair MacDonald
and opened for play in 1914 as The
Greenbrier’s first 18-hole course.
The father of American golf course

architecture, MacDonald
modeled several holes
from some of the most
iconic courses in Scotland.

The ecighth hole was
styled after the “Redan”
at North Berwick, the
thirteenth after the
“Alps” at Prestwick and
the fifteenth after the
“Eden ‘at St. Andrews.
MacDonald’s associate,
Seth Raynor, assisted in
the course construction
and returned in the 1920s
to oversee updates.

The Old White was
the home course of Sam
Snead, who served as the
golf professional and then
golf professional emeritus
for most of his life at The
Greenbrier.



