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Two Radford City Schools named
distinguished schools for STEM curriculum

RADFORD - Belle Heth
and McHarg clementary schools
have been recognized as 2023-24
Project Lead The Way (PLTW)
Distinguished Schools.

The honor is given to a select
number of elementary schools
across the U.S. for providing broad
access to transformative learning
experiences for students through
PLTW Launch, an elementary
STEM curriculum. PLTW is a
national nonprofit organization that
serves millions of Pre-K- 12 students
and teachers in schools across the
U.S., aiming to make every child in
every grade STEM successful. Belle
Heth and McHarg are two of only
five Virginia elementary schools to
receive this honor.

Assistant  Superintendent for
Radford City Schools Ellen Denny
said the designation shows the
dedication of the staff and RCPS’s
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focus on innovation.

“Our  recognition as a
distinguished  PLTW  school
highlights Radford City Schools
commitment to providing students
with innovative and hands-on
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math (STEM) education that
prepares them for future careers,”

said Denny. “This award is a
testament to the hard work of our
dedicated teachers, students, and
community partners who have
embraced the PLTW program
and its impact on our academic
excellence. We are very proud to
receive this recognition!”

The PLTW  Distinguished
School recognition honors
schools committed to increasing
student  access, engagement,

and achievement in their PLTW
programs. To be eligible for the
designation, Belle Heth Elementary
and McHarg Primary schools had
to have more than 75 percent of
the student body participating in
the program and had to offer at
least one PLTW Launch module at
cach grade level during the 2022-23
school year.

Staff report

City offers extreme heat safety tips

RADFORD - There is
hot, and then there is hot!

Extreme heat is a period
of high heat and humidity
with temperatures above
90 degrees for at least two
to three days. The City
of Radford is encouraging
residents to prepare now
for extreme heat, as
temperatures are supposed
to rise throughout the
week.

In extreme heat your
body works extra hard
to maintain a normal
temperature, which can
lead to death. Extreme
heat is responsible for the
highest number of annual
deaths among all weather-
related hazards.

Older adults, children
and sick or overweight
individuals are at greater
risk from extreme heat.
Humidity increases the
feeling of heat.

Prepare for Extreme
Heat

Learn to recognize the
signs of heat illness.

Do not rely on a fan
as your primary cooling
device. Fans create air
flow and a false sense
of comfort, but do not
reduce body temperature
or prevent heat-related
illnesses.

Identify places in your
community where you
can go to get cool such
as libraries and shopping
malls or contact your local
health department to find
a cooling center in your
area.

Cover windows with

drapes or shades.

Weather-strip  doors
and windows.

Use window reflectors
specifically designed to
reflect heat back outside.

Add insulation to keep
the heat out.

Use a powered attic
ventilator, or attic fan, to
regulate the heat level of a
building’s attic by clearing
out hot air.

Install window air
conditioners and insulate
around them.

Be Safe During the Heat

Never leave people or
pets in a closed car on a
warm day.

Take cool showers or
baths.

Wear loose, lightweight,
light-colored clothing,.

Use your oven less

to help reduce the
temperature in  your
home.

If youre outside, find
shade. Wear a hat wide
enough to protect your
face.

Drink plenty of fluids
to stay hydrated.

Avoid high-energy
activities or work
outdoors, during midday
hea, if possible.

Check on  family
members, older adults and
neighbors.

Watch for heat cramps,
heat exhaustion and heat
stroke.

Consider pet safety.
If they are outside,
make sure they have
plenty of cool water and
access to comfortable
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shade. Asphalt and dark
pavement can be very hot
to your pet’s feet.
Heat-Related Illnesses

Know the signs of
heat-related illnesses and
ways to respond. If you
are sick and need medical
attention, contact your
healthcare provider for
advice and shelter in
place if you can. If you
are experiencing a medical
emergency call 9-1-1.
Heat Stroke

* Signs:

* Extremely high body
temperature (above 103
degrees F) taken orally

* Red, hot and dry skin
with no sweat

* Rapid, strong pulse

¢ Dizziness, confusion
or unconsciousness

If you suspect heat
stroke, call 9-1-1 or get
the person to a hospital
immediately. Cool down

with whatever methods
are available until medical
help arrives. Do not give
the person anything to
drink.
Heat Cramps

Signs: Muscle pains or
spasms in the stomach,
arms or legs
Heat Exhaustion

Signs: Heavy sweating,
paleness, muscle cramps,
tiredness, weakness, fast
or weak pulse, dizziness,
headache, fainting,
nausea, vomiting

If you have signs of
heat cramps or heat
exhaustion, go to a cooler
location and cool down by
removing excess clothing
and taking sips of sports
drinks or water. Call your
healthcare provider if
symptoms get worse or

last more than an hour.
City of Radford
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Virginia’s 14 species of bumblebee are important
pollinators.

Celebrate Virginia
Pollinator Week

with the Master
Gardener program

This week, Virginians will celebrate the bees,
butterflies, birds, and bats that perform the vital work of
pollination, following Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s
declaration of the week of June 17-23 as Virginia
Pollinator Week.

“Pollinators play a critical role in our ecosystems,” said
Ed Olsen, Virginia Cooperative Extension consumer
horticulture specialist and director of the Extension
Master Gardener program, who sought the declaration.
“Our pollinators support a vast array of plant life,
which in turn provides food and habitat for countless
insects, birds, mammals, and other animals. A decline
in pollinators could disrupt this delicate balance of food
webs.”

Here are a few ways to celebrate pollinator week:

Plant a native plant. Native plants provide food and
habitat for native species. Find the right native plant for
your landscape using the Department of Conservation
and Recreation’s Virginia Native Plant Finder.

Help butterflies by providing a shallow, muddy
puddle where they can get minerals. Fill a shallow dish
with soil and a few rocks, place at ground level, and keep
it moist.

Learn about moths. They are powerhouse pollinators.
Survey the nocturnal moths that live in your yard by
creating a moth trap. Simply hang up a white sheet, and
when it gets dark, shine a bright light on it.

Implement an integrated pest management plan in
your home garden. Instead of relying on insecticides at
the first sign of damage, develop a plan that will help you
evaluate if and when insecticides are necessary. See the
Virginia Cooperative Extension publications “Reducing
Pesticide Use in the Home Lawn and Garden” and “An
Introduction to Integrated Pest Management”

Many common food crops, such as blueberries or
potatoes, rely on insects for pollination. Pollinators
also are critical for the health of Virginia’s ecosystems
by helping plants reproduce and fostering robust plant
communities.

To support and protect Virginia’s pollinators, Virginia
Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners are hard atwork
organizing educational events, installing demonstration
gardens with native plants, and providing research-based
advice to Virginians with gardening questions.

Interested in learning more about pollinators? Master
Gardeners bring the resources of Virginias land-grant
universities — Virginia Tech and Virginia State University
— to the people of the commonwealth. Contact your
local Master Gardeners through your Extension office or
learn more about gardening in Virginia and the Virginia
Extension Master Gardener program.

Tom Soladay for Virginia Tech

Wilderness Road Chorus
to perform at RPL

Radford participates in Torch
Run for Spec1al Olymplcs
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LDERNESS ROAD CHORUS

The Wilderness Road Chorus, a well-established organization of women of all ages
who sing four-part harmony, a cappella, and perform in a variety of venues, is
performing at the Radford Public Library this Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Come see and
hear the Chorus in action as they perform popular tunes and jazz tunes, 6:30 - 7:30
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Officers from the Radford City Police Department, Radford City Sheriff’s Office,

and members of Probation and Parole recently “proudly participated” in the Law
Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics, the RCPD recently announced. “This
inspiring event traveled through the city, celebrating and supporting our incredible
Special Olympics athletes. Thanks for everyone cheering us on as we carried the

torch through Radford City!”
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Saturday, June 22:

Blackshurg Farmers Market

At Market Square Park, 100 Draper Rd SW,
Blacksburg; 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. The Blacksburg Farmers
Market is a local, family-friendly gathering place in
downtown Blacksburg featuring farmers of locally
grown produce and meats, alongside artisans of baked
goods and handmade crafts. For more information, visit
heep://blacksburgfarmersmarket.com.

Radford Farmer’s Market

Every Saturday through October; 9 am. — 1 p.m.
on the grounds of Glencoe Mansion, 600 Unruh Dr.
Visit weekly for an ever-changing supply of homemade
goodies, crafts, plants, meats, produce, and more.

Sea Monster Adventure: A

Monstrous Museum

At Radford Public Library; 11 a.m. — noon. Join us
at the library for a very special museum exhibit! Sea
Monster Adventure captures the awe and magic of the
ocean as we share the amazing creatures that lived there.
Through real fossils, museum-quality models, and great
books - the sea monsters will come to life at the library.

Ask An Author: Mystery Author

Panel Discussion

At the Radford Public Library; 3:30 -4 p.m. Join
mystery authors Katharine Schellman, Mindy Quigley,
Krista Davis, Mollie Ann Cox, and Sarah Warburton
for a panel discussion about mystery writing and
publishing. The authors will discuss their books and
writing trajectories with plenty of time for an audience
Q&A. Bring your questions about writing, plotting,
editing, querying, publishing and more! Books will be
available for purchase.

Sunday, June 23:
Vintage Market

At Market Square Park, 100 Draper Rd SW,
Blacksburg; 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. The market is made up
of a carefully chosen group of vendors selling a wide
selection of quality vintage items, upcycled crafts,
and occasional antiques. For more information, visit
blacksburgfarmersmarket.com/vintage-market/.

Monday, June 24:

Montgomery County Board of
Supervisors meeting

Public meetings are normally held the second and
fourth Monday of each month at the Montgomery
County Government Center, 755 Roanoke St. in
Christiansburg. Closed sessions begin at 6 p.m. if
needed. Open sessions begin at 7:15 p.m. Citizens are
invited to attend and allowed to speak at each meeting.
All regular meetings of the Board of Supervisors are

rebroadcast on Montgomery County Comcast and
Shentel Channels 190 daily.

Tuesday, June 25:

Blackshurg Town Council meeting

The council meets in regular session the second
and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 6:30 p.m. in
the Roger E. Hedgepeth Chambers of the Blacksburg
Municipal Building, 300 S. Main St. These meetings
are open to the public and televised live on WTOB
Channel 2.

Christiansburg Town Council
meeting

Regular town council meetings are held on the
second and fourth Tuesday of each month beginning
at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers of Town Hall (100
E. Main St.). The public is welcome and encouraged
to attend, with a citizen hearing time reserved at each
meeting for residents to bring any matter they desire
before the entire council.

Wednesday, June 26:

Blackshurg Farmers Market

At Market Square Park, 100 Draper Rd SW,
Blacksburg; 2 — 6 p.m. The Blacksburg Farmers Market
is a local, family-friendly gathering place in downtown
Blacksburg featuring farmers of locally grown produce
and meats, alongside artisans of baked goods and
handmade crafts. For more information, visit htep://
blacksburgfarmersmarket.com.

Market Square Jam

Blacksburg’s Market Square Jam is an official
Crooked Road affiliated venue that provides fun and
entertainment on Wednesday evenings, June through
September. The Jam takes place at Market Square Park
from 7-9 p.m. Host Band: Ashlee Watkins & Andrew
Small. For more information and a list of hosts, please
visit blacksburg.gov/marketsquarejam.

Thursday, June 27:
Radford Photo Club meeting

Joe Pack of Fairlawn will present a program at
the Radford Photo Club meeting about famous
photographer Carol Highsmith, then will present his
own work taken in the Highsmith style. The meeting
will be at the Radford Public Library at 6 p.m. The
photo challenge for June is People. The Radford
Photo Club is made up of professional and amateur
photographers from throughout the New River Valley.
Meetings, events, and outings are open to the public.
If you have questions about the club, email Lucy
Gilmore at lucyg.gilmore@gmail.com or Joyce Crowder
at joycecrowder2@icloud.com.

Classic movies at the Lyric

Beat the summer heat with a free classic movie at the
historic Lyric Theatre at 135 College Ave. All movies
begin at 3 p.m. “Some Like It Hot,” June 29.

adVRenture Begins at the Library

At the Radford Public Library; 11:30 a.m. — 12:30

p.m. Go on a wilderness adventure in Virtual Reality
with the Nature Treks and National Geographic Explore
apps on our Oculus Quest 2 headsets! If you'd prefer to
arrange a different time for a 30-minute demo, email
duncan.hall@radfordva.gov.

Friday, June 28:

Blackshurg Friday night outdoor

concert

Featuring: Music Road Co. (funk/rock/reggae/
afrobeat/Latin fusion). The summer of 2024 lineup
of outdoor concerts offers six bands throughout June
and July. Live music will take place Friday evenings
on Henderson Lawn at the corner of Main Street and
College Avenue, from 6 -7:30 p.m. In case of inclement
weather, the event will be canceled.

Will it Waffle? A Teen Cooking
Club

At the Radford Public Library; 2- 3 p.m. NOT your
average cooking program. Teens are invited to meet
in the teen section with our teen librarian to see what
types of foods we can make with waffle-makers that
aren’t actually waffles. Then maybe we'll try them. Will
various cheeses waffle? What about ground up Oreos?
Only one way to find out!

Participants sought for
Blackshurg Fourth of July Parade

Participants are needed for Blacksburg’s Fourth of
July parade, organized by the Mount Tabor Ruritan
Club. The “A Child’s Fourth of July” parade starts at
2 p.m. on Eheart Street, runs through downtown on
Main Street, and ends on Alumni Mall. Entries can
be floats, bicycles, wagons, marchers, walkers, antique/
classic cars, Jeeps, trucks, fire engines, scouts, bands,
sports teams, etc. Information is available on the Mount
Tabor Ruritan Club’s Facebook page, by texting 540-
449-6178, or at the Blacksburg Parks and Recreation
office. The Town of Blacksburg will have music and
fireworks at the Municipal Park, near the Rec. Center:
Live music 6-9:30 p.m. and fireworks at 9:30 p.m.
(even if raining).

Applications open for healthcare
workshop for people with
disabilities

Individuals with disabilities who live in Radford City
and Floyd County can now apply for a program presented
by the New River Valley Disability Resource Center.
“Improving Health Literacy Through Technology”
is a six-week program designed to empower people
with disabilities to gain better access to healthcare.
Participants will receive a free iPad after completing
six weekly, one-hour workshops exploring how to
use technology to take better control of their health
and social support needs. Workshops will run Aug. 1
through Sept. 5. Applications available at www.nrvde.
org or by calling 540-266-1435 or email at outreach@
nrvdc.org. Applications are also available at the Radford

and Floyd libraries. The application deadline is Fri.,
July 12.

Virginia Tech’s College of Engineering leads the way

in U.S. News & World Report gr

BLACKSBURG - Virginia Tech’s

ongoing commitment to research,

and beyond their communities.” T \
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teaching, and engagement continue to
be reflected in university rankings, as
several of the institutions College of
Engineering graduate programs were
rated highly in the latest U.S. News &
World Report’s annual graduate school
rankings released Tuesday.

The university’s top 100 global effort,
named Virginia Tech Global Distinction,
seeks to make the university a destination
for the best faculty, students, and partners
from the commonwealth, the nation,
and the world. The engineering graduate
school rankings reflected that priority.

Overall, U.S. News & World Report
ranked Virginia Tech’s engineering
graduate programs at tied for No. 31.

U.S. News & World Report ranked
four of Virginia Tech’s College of
Engineering  individual  graduate
programs in the top 10:

* Environmental: Tied for No. 5

* Industrial and systems: No. 5, up
from No. 6

e Civil: No. 9

* Biological/agricultural: Tied for No.
10, up from No. 12

In addition, four other individual
graduate programs were rated in the top
2 .

* Acrospace: Tie for No. 11, up from
No. 14

* Computer: No. 15, up from No. 23

* Mechanical: No. 17

e Electrical: No. 20

Other engineering graduate programs
to receive top-50 marks included
materials at No. 34, computer science
tied for No. 36, biomedical at No. 36,
and chemical at No. 42.

“It is our mission to advance the
boundaries of engineering knowledge
and practice through transdisciplinary
research,” said Julie Ross, the Paul
and Dorothea Torgersen Dean of
Engineering. “The caliber of our world-
class education is truly reflected in our
students, faculty, and alumni, who are
sought globally for their excellence. We
invest in the resources that prepare our
graduates to solve today’s most complex
social and technological challenges in

rankings build on a strong showing by
other individual graduate programs in
Virginia Tech colleges that were released
by U.S. News & World Report in
carly April. The university’s Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine program within the
Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary
Medicine came in tied for No. 19
nationally, while Virginia Tech’s part-
time Evening MBA program, offered
by the Pamplin College of Business,
was tied 35th nationally and No. 1 in
Virginia. The program, based in Falls
Church, holds in-person courses in the
evening and offers online elective classes
in the summer.

Virginia Tech’s graduate programs
in computer science and computer
engineering, along with the Evening MBA
program, will be based at the Innovation
Campus location in Alexandria starting
in spring 2025.

Virginia Tech’s graduate programs in
public affairs (tie for No. 57), education
(tie for No. 79) and public health (No.
88) earned top-100 rankings from U.S.
News & World Report release in early
April. The first two of those programs
reside in the College of Liberal Arts and
Human Sciences, while the public health
program is in the Virginia-Maryland
College of Veterinary Medicine, which
focuses on three academic programs
related to health: Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine, Biomedical and Veterinary
Sciences Graduate Program, and public
health.

In addition, within the College of
Science, graduate programs in earth
sciences (tie for No. 33), statistics (tie
for No. 37), physics (tie for No. 50),
mathematics (tie for No. 51), economics
(tie for No. 65), chemistry (tie for No.
67), and psychology (tie for No. 68).
Within the College of Liberal Arts and
Human Sciences, two programs received
top-100 marks, including sociology (tie
for No. 64) and English (tie for No. 82).

The publication’s rankings of medical
school graduate programs will be released
in late July.

Michael Stowe for Virginia Tech
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Faculty members and students from civil engineering and environmental engineering
test the strength of concrete diaphragms in the Thomas M. Murray Structures Lah.
Virginia Tech’s civil and environmental engineering graduate programs were ranked

among the top 10 nationally in the latest U.S. News & World Report.
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Through Alzheimer’s Awareness Month, highlighting how

Virginia Tech researchers are working toward better treatments

Alzheimer’s disease, a
deadly brain disease that
can cause loss of memory
and mobility, affects
millions of lives daily.

Nearly seven million
Americans have
been diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease, and
about 11 million in the
U.S. act as caregivers for
people with Alzheimer’s or
other forms of dementia.

June marks Alzheimer’s
and Brain Awareness

Month, and June 20, the
summer solstice, saw a
nationwide fundraising
effort to counter
Alzheimer’s and similar
diseases, known as The
Longest Day. Virginia
Tech researchers are
engaged in research meant
to advance treatment for
Alzheimer’s disease and
assist caregivers of loved
ones with dementia.
The power of music
“Music is so powerful,

Glencoe Mansion

participates in
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Glencoe announced. “Please donate to Glencoe during
the month of June to support us and the New River
Valley. Giving Day 2024 will begin at noon on June
26 and end at noon on June 27. You can learn more
ahout our campaign and GiveLocal NRV here: https://
www.givelocalnrv.org/organization/Radford-Heritage-
Foundation?mode=edit.

URTESY OF GLENCOE MANSION
Early giving for GiveLocal NRV 2024 is open. Giving is
open from now through Giving Day on June 27. “We
are raising funds to enhance the grounds and offerings
at the Mary Draper Ingles Cultural Heritage Park,”

it overrides so many
things,” said Jo Culligan,
an instructor with the
Department of Human
Development and Family
Science in the Virginia
Tech College of Liberal
Arts and Human Sciences.
Culligan has explored the
benefits of music therapy
for dementia patients and
their caregivers.

A study that surveyed
caregivers and  their
charges through a series
of weekly community
choir rehearsals showed
that listening to music
and  singing boosted
the well-being of choir
participants.

At the beginning of
rehearsals, some caregivers
and people with dementia
reported having negative
feelings. But as time
progressed, “they were
getting into the routine
and people were more
happy once they arrived.
We saw big changes,”
Culligan said

“Where your musical
memory is stored is an
area that is not impacted

by dementia. It can
create opportunities
for orientation and

connection and increase
communication,”
Culligan said.
Modeling brains and
manipulating molecules
Tim Jarome, a
neuroscientist in Virginia
Tech’s School of Animal
Sciences  within  the
College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences, has
been working on a way to
model Alzheimer’s disease
using a pig’s brain, which
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A caregiver puts a hand over the hand of an older patient.

and memory loss, so
we need to study the
complicated tasks that pigs
do,” Jarome said. “Pigs
are very intelligent and
can perform complicated
tasks that are beyond the
capabilities of rodents. If
we develop this model,
researchers in every state
in the U.S. could use it
because every state has at
least one university with
facilities to house pigs.”

Jarome  also  has
collaborated on pioneering
work that manipulates
protein complexes in the
brain to determine what
role they may have in age-
related cognitive decline.
“It gives us a therapeutic
target we can start to
develop strategies around
to stimulate and hopefully
improve memory across
the life span,” he said.

Better views inside the

Engineering, uses tools to
help neuroscientists study
and solve brain diseases.
Current electrical and
imaging tools to diagnose
brain disorders are limited
in resolution, both time
and  spatial, making
it difficult to study
devastating neurological
diseases. Jia has developed
a fiber a little thicker
than a strand of hair that
can be used to probe the
brain without harming i,
allowing better imaging
for studying brain disease.

Jia leads a research
team that focuses
on what relationship
might exist between the
buildup of plaque in the
brain and the onset of
Alzheimer’s symptoms . In
collaboration with faculty
from the University of
Virginia and Washington
University in St. Louis, Jia

team also will explore
sending electrical pulses
to re-establish blood
flow and oxygenation to
dead neurons and restore
memory.

“Alzheimer’s is a
devastating problem — I've
seen firsthand how bad it
could be,” Jia said. “It’s
why it concerns me as an
electrical engineer. I want
to build tools and try to
assist neuroscientists in
solving brain problems.”

Mike Allen for Virginia Tech

Classy Lassies
Mobile

of Alzheimer’s
cognitive

has many more similarities
to the human brain than
that of a rodent.

“One of the hallmarks in
Bradley Department of

impairments  Electrical and Computer

disease is

brain
Xiaoting  Jia, an
associate professor
Virginia  Tech’s

is developing a new kind
of scope that will allow
imaging and observation
of plaque buildup to
analyze its relationship
with memory loss. The
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Help Wanted -
General

Green Roof
Maintenance Crew

Leader,

F/T. (Riner, VA) Min. Req.:
2 yrs exp. as crew leader or
landscaper.
Mult.positions.

To apply send resume to
Riverbend Greenroofs,
1295 Mt. Elbert Road,
Riner, VA 24149.

No phone calls

Legals -

Montgomery
County

NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN, By
the Board of
Supervisors of the
County of
Montgomery,
Virginia
that the Board hereby
schedules a public hearing
for July 8, 2024 to hear
citizen comments on the
Boards’ intent to consider
an Ordinance establishing a
Voter Satellite Office in the
Multi-Purpose Room
located in the Blacksburg
Community Center at 725
Patrick Henry Drive, located
in the Town of Blacksburg,
Virginia, to be used in
Montgomery County,
Virginia for absentee voting
in person for the November
5, 2024 General Election
only.

A copy of the full text of the
Ordinance is on file in the
Office of the County
Administrator and is
available 8:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. Monday through Friday
for public inspection or
copying.

BY ORDER OF THE
BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS
Angela M. Hill
County Administrator

ADVERTISE!

Montgomery
County

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG
TOWN COUNCIL

The Town of Christiansburg
Town Council will hold a
Public Hearing on Tuesday,
June 25, 2024, at 7:00 PM
in the Council Chambers of
the Christiansburg Town
Hall, 100 E. Main
Street, Christiansburg,
Virginia 24073. The purpose
of the public hearing is to
receive public comments
concerning:

Amendment to the
Christiansburg Town Code,
Chapter 40, Section 40-2
Definitions and Section
40-3 — Administrator, to
allow for additional
administrative and planning
commission reviews.
Proposed revisions to
Section 40-2 change the
definition of “plat” and
“preliminary plat
subdivision” for consistency
with the Virginia State Code
definitions. Proposed
revisions to Section 40-3
include:

(1) allowance to the agent
or the planning commission
to approve lot line revisions,
lot line vacations, accept on
behalf of the town publicly
dedicated easements
including, but not limited to,
utility, access, and drainage
easements, and review for
tentative approval
preliminary subdivision plats
that contain 11 or more lots,
but less than 50 lots; and
(2) allowance of tentative
approval to the planning
commission for the
acceptance of the
dedication of public rights-
of-way on behalf of the town
and for preliminary
subdivision plats that
contain 50 or more lots.

A copy of the proposed
ordinance amendment and
the Town’s Zoning
Ordinance may be
viewed in the Planning
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Legals -
Montgomery
County

Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073, during normal
office hours of
8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Contact Retta Jackson,
Planning Director, at (540)
382-6120, ext. 1120 or by
email at
rjackson@
christiansburg.org,
with any questions or if you
require reasonable
accommodations.

YA N

Notice of Public
Hearing
Town of

Blacksburg
Planning
Commission
Tuesday, July 2,
2024

Notice is hereby given that
the Planning Commission of
the Town of Blacksburg will

conduct the
following public hearings on
Tuesday, July 2, 2024
during its meeting beginning
at 6:30 PM in the Roger
E. Hedgepeth Council

Chamber, 300 South Main

St, Blacksburg, VA on the

following item:

Zoning Ordinance
Amendment (ZOA) #61-An
amendment to the Town of

Blacksburg Zoning
Ordinance to create a new

Small Lot Development
Option in the R-4 Low
Density Residential
Zoning District to allow
smaller lot sizes.

This is proposed text
amendment would create
the Small Lot Development
Option within the R4 Low
Density Residential Zoning
District. It will allow for
development of homes
(single-family,
detached; two-family
dwelling; and townhouse)
on relatively small lots to
increase housing
choice, affordability and
sustainability. Small lot
development in the R-4
District is intended to

Legals -
Montgomery
County

accommodate residential
development on lots
between 3,000 and 7,499
square feet. The Option will
have its own site
development standards,
occupancy regulations and
design standards to ensure
compatibility with the
existing R-4 District.

Persons affected by or
interested in the zoning
ordinance amendment may
appear and present their
views.

After hearing, the Planning
Commission may take
action. Copies of the
requests and all related
items may be found online
at https:
//letstalkblacksburg.org or
reviewed in person at the
Blacksburg Planning and
Building Department, 400
South Main Street,
Blacksburg, Virginia.
You may also call the
office at (540) 443-1300 for
more information.
Individuals with disabilities
who require special
assistance to attend and
participate in the public
hearing on the above
should contact the Planning
& Building Department at
(540) 443-1300, or (540)-
443-1000-TDD.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE
MONTGOMERY
COUNTY
PLANNING
COMMISSION

Pursuant to the provisions
of Section 15.2-2204 &
15.2-2285 of the Code of
Virginia of 1950, as
amended, the Montgomery
County Planning
Commission hereby gives
notice of a public hearing to
be held on July 10, 2024 at
7:00 p.m. in the County
Government Center, 755
Roanoke St.,
Christiansburg, Virginia, in

SALEM TIMESweREGISTER

Legals -
Montgomery
County

order to hear citizen
comments regarding the
Planning Commission’s
intention to act on the
following requests:

A request by DW, LLC
(Agent: Michael Gay, P.E.)
to rezone 49.17 acres from
Agricultural (A-1) to Rural
Residential (R-R), to allow

for the development of a
fourteen (14) lot single-
family residential
subdivision. The property is
located at the end of
Brammer Lane,
approximately 0.50 miles
east of the intersection of

Houchins Road (State

Route 758) and Brammer
Lane. The property is
further identified as Tax
Map 080-5 1 (Parcel ID:

033688), in the Shawsville

Magisterial District. The

property lies in an area
designated as Rural in the
2025 Montgomery County

Comprehensive Plan.

AND
A request by DW, LLC
(Agent: Michael Gay, P.E.)
to allow the construction of
private streets to service the
proposed fourteen (14) lot
single-family subdivision.
The proposed private street
network would connect to
Brammer Lane,
approximately 0.50 miles
east of the intersection of
Houchins Road (State
Route 758) and Brammer
Lane. Section 8-152 of the
Code of Montgomery
County requires approval of
all private streets by the
Board of Supervisors.

Copies of the proposed
plans, applications,
ordinances or amendments
may be examined at the
Department of Planning and
GIS Services, County
Government Center, 755
Roanoke St., Suite 2A,
Christiansburg, Monday
through Friday between the
hours of 8:30 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. or at
http://www.montgomerycou
ntyva.gov/pendingapplicatio
ns.
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NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE
MONTGOMERY
COUNTY
PLANNING
COMMISSION

Pursuant to the provisions
of Section 15.2-2204 &
15.2-2285 of the Code of
Virginia of 1950, as
amended, the Montgomery
County Planning
Commission hereby gives
notice of a public hearing to
be held on July 10, 2024 at
7:00 p.m. in the County
Government Center, 755
Roanoke St.,
Christiansburg, Virginia, in
order to hear citizen
comments regarding the
Planning Commission’s
intention to act on the
following Special Use
Permit request:

A request by Jonathan L.
Yates for Arcola Towers for
a Special Use Permit (SUP)

to allow a 197-foot
monopole wireless
telecommunications tower,
freestanding. The property
is owned by Reginald L.
Duncan and is located at
3936 Childress Road,
northeast of Fairview
Church Road (State Route
669) and southwest of

Piney Woods Road (State

Route 600). The property is
further identified as Tax
Map 127-A 3, 4 (Parcel ID:
019114), 50.4383 acres,
zoned Agricultural (A-1) in
the Riner Magisterial
District. The property
currently lies in an area
designated as Rural in the
2025 Comprehensive Plan.

Copies of the proposed
plans, applications,
ordinances or amendments
may be examined at the
Department of Planning and
GIS Services, County
Government Center, 755
Roanoke St., Suite 2A,
Christiansburg, Monday

RADFORD Mexzleenet
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through Friday between the
hours of 8:30 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. or at
http://www.montgomerycou
ntyva.gov/pendingapplicatio
ns.
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Sea Monster museum
exhibit today at the
Radford Public Library
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Ahoy there! There are sea monsters at the library! Come view a
special museum exhibit that captures the awe and magic of
the ocean as we share the amazing creatures that lived there!

June22nd @ 1NNam
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Join the Radford Public Library for a very special museum exhibit today, Saturday,
June 22 at 11 a.m. Sea Monster Adventure captures the awe and magic of the ocean
as we share the amazing creatures that lived there. Through real fossils, museum-
quality models, and great hooks - the sea monsters will come to life at the library!
The event is being held in conjunction with RPL’s Summer Reading Program.

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF THE RPL
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Sydney Johnson (at left) and Pablo Sobrado found a way to synthesize on a
large scale a naturally occurring compound that hasn’t previously been used for

antibacterial applications.

There’s more to blue
cheese than just the stench

Marbled veins of blue line the
otherwise antique white surface.

As you approach, the pungent smell
fills your nostrils, akin to gym socks for
some.

But there’s far more to blue cheese
than just the stink. The marbled veins of
blue, which are edible Penicillium molds,
produce compounds with antifungal,
antibacterial, and other biological
properties in high doses also known as
natural products.

Virginia Tech researchers found a new,
efficient way to synthesize some of these
beneficial blue cheese compounds in
a way that avoids the use of harmful
chemicals. Previously, the synthesization
of these compounds was either extremely
low in yield or required the use of
harmful or dangerous chemicals.

“This  discovery  explains the
mechanism behind a new reaction in
our field, filling a knowledge gap,” said
Sydney Johnson Ph.D. 24, the lead
author who earned her doctorate in
biochemistry.

Antibacterial resistance has become a
growing problem for society, which was
caused by the overuse of natural products
used on the market for decades, Johnson
said.

By finding a way to synthesize on alarge
scale a naturally occurring compound
that hasn’t previously been used for
antibacterial applications, Virginia Tech
rescarchers were able to evade the existing
antibacterial resistances.

“We work with an enzyme that can
help create a natural product that has
a unique structure that would make it
very difficult for pathogens to become
resistant,”  Johnson said. “Existing
pathogens would have to evolve to be
resistant to this new compound.”

The paper was recently published in
ACS Biochemistry.

“This publication lays the foundation
to utilize the enzyme to synthesize the
natural products,” Johnson said.

“This publication lays the foundation
to utilize the enzyme to synthesize the
natural products,” Sydney Johnson said.

“I like to train innovative scientists
that work on trying to move the science

forward by developing projects that move
the entire field forward,” said Pablo
Sobrado, professor of biochemistry who
leads the Sobrado Lab and is also a
researcher on the paper. “Sydney achieved
that with this research.”

Enzymesare proteins that help speed up
chemical reactions. For their experiment,
researchers used an enzyme that produces
something called roquefortine L. Parts
of its chemical structure are biologically
active, which means that it can have
beneficial properties such as antimicrobial
activities.

In addition, the production of
roquefortine L is central to the
production of other molecules called
glandiclone, melegranin, and oxaline,
which have been shown to have broad
antimicrobial properties and promising
anticancer effects against human breast
and leukemia cancer cells.

This enzyme attaches two hydroxyl
groups to a nitrogen atom, which are
functional groups found in sugars and
alcohols. A hydroxyl group consists of
one hydrogen and one oxygen atom.
Through a complex chemical process, the
hydroxyl groups then develop an entirely
different functionality.

“This has not been studied in detail
before, and Sydney showed how the
enzyme holds on first to the product that
has the one hydroxyl group, attaches the
second group, and then obtains the final
product,” Sobrado said.

Many fungal species make this
compound naturally, and its relatively
new in the biochemistry field to research
how to synthesize these processes at a
large scale. According to the researchers,
the reaction mechanism and the actual
chemistry that takes place on the involved
nitrogen atom is completely novel from
other publications.

“This publication lays the foundation
to utilize the enzyme to synthesize the
natural products,” Johnson said. “The
improvements make this process much
more marketable. Eventually, we could
get a drug containing one of these
compounds or something similar to it to
the market.”

Tom Soladay for Virginia Tech

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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49

54

60

63

66
CLUES ACROSS a south CLUES DOWN 29. English football squad
1. Stores 38. Egg of a louse 1. Draw out wool 30. Fish-eating aquatic
6. Worthless entertain- 39. Once-ubiquitous 2. Give someone a job mammals
ment department store 3. Chemical and ammo 32. South Pacific island
9. Where scientists work 41 Portray precisely manufacturer region

34. Unaccounted for

35. Small taste of whiskey
37. Ventilated

40. Helps little firms

42. One of means

43, Fencing swords

47. Inches per minute (abbr.)
49, Turn upside down

50. S. African semi desert
52. Dutch names of Ypres

13. Pretty flower

14. A way to act

15. Double-reed instru-
ment

16. Type of acid

17. Famed astronomer
18. Smooth, shiny fabric
19. Profited from

21. Secret clique

22. Infections

44, Thick piece of something
45. Period between eclipses
46. Indicates near

48. Investment account

49, England, Scotland, N.
Ireland, and Wales (abbr.)
51. Beak

52.Vloid of skill

54. Walked back and forth
56. A display of passion

4, Footsteps

5. The Palmetto State

6. Books have lots of them
7. Diverse Israeli city

8. It's mightier than the
sword

9. Confines

10. First month of the
Jewish ecclesiastical year
11. Idaho’s highest peak

23. Crony 60. Geological times 12. Prevents from seeing ~ 53. Instruct

24. Teens go here every 61. Type of restaurant 14. Determine time 55. Qily freshwater fish

day (abbr.) 62. Spacious 17. Father children 56. Italian river

25. Suitable 63. Edible seaweed 20. Tab on a key ring 57. Sneaker giant

28. Fresh Price of __ Air 64. Utah city 21. Dog genus 58. The men who man a ship

23. Peter’s last name
25. Request
26. Walk heavily

29. Ancient city of Egypt
31. Basketball move
33. Polished

65. Tropical tree
66. Nervous tissue compound
67. Body part

59. Some need glasses
61. Body part
65. Indicates position

36. There’s a north and 68. Muscles and tendons 27. Allowances
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Duncan, Jerry Norman

Jerry Norman Duncan, of Shawsville,
died June 14, 2024, at age 74. He was
born in Radford to the late Myrtle
Garland Duncan (Carroll) and Arnold
Austin Duncan on Feb. 21,1950. He
was also preceded in death by his
brother, Jeffrey Garland Duncan.
Jerry is survived by Stanley William
Guthrie, his soul mate and spouse of
48 vyears; brother, John B. Duncan
and wife, Sharon; sister-in law, Robin
Duncan; nephews, Bartley Duncan and
Zach Duncan; great nephew, Grady
Duncan; great niece, Madison Duncan;
uncles, Don and Arthur Garland; a
number of beloved cousins; and dogs,
Lollie and Leala.
Jerry had a great love and talent
for music. A student leader of the
BHS Warrior Band, he earned First
Chair Symphonic and Concert in-State
two consecutive years. Jerry received
a partial scholarship to Florida State
University and established himself as a
proud member of the FSU marching
Seminole Band. He completed his degree
specializing in Music Therapy.

Jerry devoted many years to serving
Americas veterans with vision impairment

and those in need of hospice care, and
our nations wounded warriors. He was a
member of St. Thomas Episcopal Church
in Christiansburg and was active in “Our
House”, which is a homeless program
affiliated with St. Thomas.

Jerry had no doubts he was coming
“home” after retirement. His return
was filled with holidays, cooking and
enjoying the love of his family...
particularly watching his nephews grow
up. Nothing was more important to
Jerry than family.

Jerry never met a stranger. He was
friendly—a listener who made people
feel good about themselves. His sense
of humor was abundant and free flowing
with anyone who needed a laugh. Jerry
was a healer, incorporating that life value
into his everyday life and was always
ready to reach out.

A celebration of Jerry’s life for family
and friends is Saturday, June 22, 2024,
at 5 p.m. at McCoy Funeral Home,
Blacksburg, Virginia.

If you choose to honor Jerry by a
donation, please consider PETA, Arbor
Day Foundation or charity of your favor.

Givens Jr., Hugh Peck

Hugh Peck Givens Jr.,
85, passed away peacefully
at home June 16, 2024,
surrounded by his loving
family.

Peck was born in Giles
County in 1939 and spent
most of his childhood in
Christiansburg. He met his
future wife Brenda when
they were both in third
grade at Christiansburg
Elementary School. Peck
and Brenda were high
school sweethearts and
married in 1958.

Peck earned an M.S. in Mechanical
Engineering from Virginia Tech in
1962 and remained a %ifelong Hokies
fan. He worked for Celanese and Fiber

Industries for most of
his engineering career,
and he and his family
lived in Christiansburg,
Charlotte and  Shelby,
North Carolina, and
Simpsonville, South
Carolina. Peck was an
avid golfer, gardener, and
woodworker, and had
many other interests and
hobbies throughout his
life.

Peck is survived by
his wife Brenda; his four
children Lisa (Bill), Becky,
Anne (Molly), Ben; his four grandchildren
Clare, Ellen (Marcel), Julian, and Dante;
and his three great-grandchildren Marlee,
Zoey, and Nellie.

Send community news and photos to
communitynews@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress
Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 552-
1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.org. Reverend Fr.
Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist Sunday’s at 11am
and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church- located at 4910
Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Litur-
gical Lenten Services, Sunday at 10:30 am. Call
(540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for mid-
week masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST

First Baptist Church, 555 West Rock Road,
Radford, 639-3873. Rev. Corwin C. Casey, Pas-
tor. Worship with us: 9:45 a.m.; Sunday School:
10:45 a.m.; Praise and Worship: 11:00 a.m. Morn-
ing Worship Service; Therefore, my beloved breth-
ren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
1 Corinthians 15:58.
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third Ave
at the corner with Downey St. We nurture mean-
ingful connections to God and others through wor-
ship, spiritual growth, and community ministry.
We celebrate the dignity and worth of all persons,
created in the image of God. Sunday Bible Study
Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship - 11:00. Website:
fberadford.org  540-639-4419.  Worship is in-
person and live-streamed on Facebook and on our
YouTube channel: First Baptist Church Radford.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Franklin
Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian
Cockram, Associate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship
at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Ministries - 6:00p.m.
Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m. Sunday,
Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. Sunday,
www.trinitycburg.org.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin St., 552-
1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., Sun. Worship
10:30 am. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bible classes, 7 p.m.,
Outreach Minister Curt Seright, Dean Meadows,
Campus Minister.

CHURCH OF GOD

Childress Church of God, 4187 Piney Woods Rd.,
C’Burg. 381-3693. Sun. School 10 a.m.; Worship
11 am. & Wed. 7 p.m.
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike Rd.,
C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 731-3178.
Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship 10:50 a.m., 6 p.m.
Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West Main
Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday School —
10:00A.M.  Morning Worship — 11:00A.M.,
Children’s Church 11:00A.M. Sunday Evening
— 6:00P.M., Wednesday Night — 7:00P.M., Pastor
Danny Newman, Church Office — 540-639-6562 or
804-921-0828

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Radford Church of God in Christ, 206 Russell
Ave., Radford. Supt. Ronald A. Watson, Sr.; Elder,
639- 5948. Sun. School 9 a.m.; Prayer 11:30 a.m.;
Worship 6 p.m.

(DOC - DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
Snowville Christian Church, 5436 Lead Mine
Rd., Hiwassee, VA 24347, Pastor: Jerry King, Web-
site:  www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com (and
Facebook), Office: 540-633-3761, Email: office@
SnowvilleChristianChurch.com, Sunday Worship
Service: 11:00 a.m., Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.,
Thursday Bible Study: 6:00 p.m., We are: “Inspir-
ing hope, helping people grow their faith, and shar-
ing God’s love with others!”

EPISCOPAL
Grace Episcopal Church, 210 Fourth Street Rad-
ford. Welcoming and accepting, we have been a
part of the Radford community for more than 130
years. ALL ARE WELCOME. Grace offers an
8:00am Contemplative Eucharist and a 10:30am
Eucharist with organ music and a choir, with re-
freshments served afterwards. The 10:30am service
is also available on YouTube for those unable to
leave their house. Find us on Facebook and www.
graceradford.org.

LUTHERAN
Christ Lutheran Church, 201 Harvey St. Sunday
worship with communion at 10am; fellowship &
snacks at 11am. All are welcome. Upcoming events
and fellowship opportunities (Senior Brunch, Faith

I Need Help

different picture.

him, David made a decision to trust God.

tion (Psalm 13:5).

+ +4| help, and we can trust Him to get us through!

Quicklook: Psalm 13:1-6

Read Psalms 11:1 through 18:50

Many of the Psalms are full of praise to God. We sometimes visu-
alize David as peacefully strumming a harp as he quietly watches
a fl ock of sheep grazing on a grassy slope. Psalm 13 presents a

David apparently had doubts, troubling thoughts, and enemies. ,
Things did not always go well for him. In the fi rst part of this [,
psalm, David, in authentic transparency, expressed some real con-
cerns. He apparently had enemies who were getting a little too close
for comfort. The amazing part is how, in spite of the chaos around

But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salva-

Everything does not always go well for us either. We face chal- |
)| lenges that seem overwhelming, and we do not always see a clear
path through the jungle of everyday life. But God is our Source of

3 Prayer Suggestion: Father, I do not feel up to the task that is before "
me at times, but I have decided that I will trust You.
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& Film, Rough Draught, etc.) detailed in weekly email and
on website: clcradford.org. 540-639-2671.
Our Saviour Lutheran Church ELCA, 1845 Cambria
St NE, Christiansburg. Celebrate Word and Sacrament as
we worship with varied liturgy, hymns and music. Join
our inclusive community in person or online Sundays at
10:00 am (youtube.com/@OSLCcburg), followed by re-
freshments and fellowship. Ministries include Bible study,
choir, food ministry, and crafters. Little Free Pantry and
Library available 24-7 by the parking lot. Parent’s Morning
Out offers faith-based activities and play for children 16
month - 5 years select weekdays. Wheelchair accessible.
Learn how you may contribute to our ministries at www.
oslc-cburg.org. 540-382-2223.
St. Michael Lutheran Church, 2308 Merrimac Road,
Blacksburg, VA 24060. Worship service each Sunday at
10 AM, Sunday School 9 AM. We are a community of
God’s people where we gather for worship, learning and
service. Visitors and new members are always WEL-
COME! Google comments: “Wonderful, welcoming con-
gregation.” A place where all are truly welcome.” You’ll
love our minister, The Rev. Dr. Wes Jamison, who engages
us in God’s word. St. Michael started and administers Mi-
cah’s Caring Initiative which includes Micah’s Backpack,
Soup for Seniors, Garden, Closet, and Mini Pantry, with
tremendous community impact. Partnering with Rainbow
Riders and Total Action for Progress, we opened the first
Early Childhood Head Start in our community (6 weeks
to age 3). We sponsor an awesome Scouting program of
Scouts Boy & Girl Troop, Venture Scouts for older youth,
and a Cub Pack for girls & boys kindergarten - Sth grade,
amongst many other programs. Directions: From Price’s
Fork Road, turn onto Merrimac Road. St. Michael is
~quarter mile on the left. For more information: Phone
540.951.8951; Email hope@stmlc.us; Website www.st-mi-
chael-lutheran-church.org

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Central Church, 803 Wadsworth Street, Radford. 639-
3529. 8:30 a.m. Sunday Services: 8:30am; 9:45am Sunday
School; and 11:00a.m. Child care is provided. www.cen-

tralmethodistchurch.com.
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness Church, Rev. Larry
Christopher (540) 552-7194. l.christopher695@comcast.
net. Sunday school at 10 a.m. and morning worship is 11
a.m. Evening service at 6 p.m. and Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Compassion Church, 1820 Second Street, Radford, 639-
6287, Our music is passionate, our worship is real, and
Pastor Chandler Jones brings relevant messages for every-
one at any place on their journey, Sunday Worship Experi-
ence at 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM, Wednesday Family Night
at 7 PM, Children Ministry provided for all services. Our
vision is to see all Saved. Freed. Restored. Fulfilled. Find
us on facebook and Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness Church, 4003 Morning
Glory Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114. 731-1755. Lee Sarv-
er, pastor. Sun. School 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6:
p.m., Wed., 7p.m.
PRESBYTERIAN
Join us at The Presbyterian Church of Radford, 201 4th
Street, at the corner of 4th and Randolph. Worship will
be at 10 am Memorial Day (May 26) through Labor Day
(September 1). Pastor Morgan Whitfield, Jr. will lead wor-
ship. Phone 540-639-2585. Email pcofradford@gmail.
com. Website www.pcradford.org. We are called to share
the love of Christ in this community and beyond.
UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist Church, 500 Stuart Street,
Christiansburg.  540-382- (0743. Rev. Ryan Schaeffer.
Sunday School, 10:15 a.m., Sunday Worship, 11:30 a.m.,
Wednesday Bible Study 7pm, alternating month’s with
Schaeffer Memorial Baptist Church, Senior Bible Study
Thursday, 10:30 a.m. All are welcome.
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 220 West Main
Street, Christiansburg. Rev. Mike Derflinger (540) 382-
2410. Sunday Worship at 10a.m. with Children’s Church at
the same time, Sunday School at 9 a.m. Worship is in-per-
son and Live-streamed on our YouTube Channel: StPau-
IUMCChristiansburgVA. All are welcome. Website: www.
stpaulvaumc.org
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Brown, Tammy Renee Dingus

Tammy Renee Dingus
Brown, 50, of Dublin,
passed away Thursday,
June 13, 2024.

He was preceded
in death by her father,
Dennis Lee Dingus; and
brother, Michael Dingus.

Survivors include her
husband, Gary Brown;
daughter, Leah (Cody)

Edmondson; grandsons,

Nolan and Alden; mother,
Kathy Smith Dingus;
and many uncles, aunts,
cousins and friends.

A celebration of her
life will be announced at
a later date.

The Brown family is
in the care of Mullins
Home &
Crematory in Radford.

Funeral

Turman, Robert Lee

Robert Lee (Bobby)
Turman passed away
Tuesday, June 18, 2024,
at Commonwealth Senior
Living in Radford.

He was born July 8,
1938, in Pulaski and was
the son of the late Edgar
Lemon and Ruth Allison
Turman. On Sept. 4, 1960,
at the Allisonia United

brother-in-law, Judy
and David Coffman
of Midlothian, VA, and
their children, Jason and
Alyson Coffman Pauley
of Roanoke and Mitchell
and Amy Coffman Smith
and their son, Camden of
Richmond; sister-in-law,
Betty Martin Dunnigan
and her children, Randy

Methodist Church in
Allisonia, Pulaski County,
he married the love of his life, his wife,
the late Diana Lee Dunnigan Turman.

Robert “Bobby” was a life-long resident
of Pulaski County. He graduated from
Dublin High School in 1955 and was
drafted into the Army in 1961. He served
from 1961 to 1963 in Fort Hood, Texas,
where he earned the rank of Sergeant
and was a squad leader. After he was
discharged from the Army, he returned
home and continued working with the
Virginia Department of Transportation.
He retired after 48 years of service. He
was an active member of the Dublin
United Methodist Church, a member of
the American Legion Post 58 in Dublin,
and a member of the Dublin Ruritan
Club.

He is preceded in death by his wife,
his parents, brother Edgar (Butch)
Turman, brother-in-law James (Jimmy)
Dunnigan, brother-in-law  Robert
(Bobby) Dunnigan, and nephew Robert
(Robbie) Dunnigan, Jr.

He is survived by many loving
family members, including sister and

and Cherish Dunnigan
and children, Chandler, Cooper, and
Claire, and daughter-in-law, Angie
Dunnigan and children, Zack, Shay,
and Chase, all of Dublin; sister-in-law,
Barbara Jarrells Turman of Allisonia and
her children, Keith and Tina Turman and
family of Radford and Brian Turman and
children of Pulaski, and Misty Turman
and children of Dublin; many cousins,
church family, friends and caregivers
at Commonwealth Senior Living in
Radford.

Funeral services will be held Saturday,
June 22, 2024, at 11 a.m. at the Dublin
United Methodist Church with Reverend
Josh Kilbourne officiating. Interment
will follow in the Highland Memory
Gardens in Dublin. The family will
receive friends beginning at 10 a.m.
prior to the service. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests that contributions be
made to the Dublin United Methodist
Church in his memory (PO Box 577,
Dublin, VA 24084).

The Turman family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home in Radford.

Workforce development
consortium receives grant

RADFORD - The New River/Mount
Rogers Workforce Development Area
Consortium recently received a $1.5
million grant from the U.S. Department
of Labor.

The grant is part of a $98 million
initiative to enhance training and
employment services for young people
and expand apprenticeships in high-
demand careers.

The consortium is one of 72
organizations across 30 states awarded
through the YouthBuild Program.
According to the YouthBuild website,
“YouthBuild is a community-based pre-
apprenticeship program that provides
job training and educational services for

opportunity youth ages 16-24 who left
school without a secondary diploma.”
Administered by the U.S Department
of Labor’s Employment and Training
Administration and supported by the
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act, YouthBuild grantshelp disadvantaged
young people acquire occupational skills,
employment services, and educational
guidance. The program emphasizes
green building techniques, including
sustainable building materials, solar panel
installation, and weatherization processes.
Participants can also earn their high
school diploma or equivalency degree
while receiving workplace training.
Onward NRV

U.S. Marine Corps
Maj. Gen. William H.
Seely III has been named
the next commandant of
the Virginia Tech Corps of
Cadets and will officially
step into his new role upon
his departure from active
duty, which is planned for
the spring of 2025.

Seely will succeed Maj.
Gen. Randal Fullhare,
who will officially end his
tenure as commandant on
July 1.

As the commandant,
Seely will serve as the
highest-ranking military
officer at the university
and will provide strategic
guidance, direction, and
supervision to ensure
the overall success and
effectiveness of the corps.

“The Corps of Cadets
is an essential part of the
identity of Virginia Tech,
founded as a military,
land-grant institution that
grew to become a leading
research university and
senior military college,”
said  Virginia  Tech
President Tim Sands. “We
look forward to advancing
the corps’ role in the
university’s mission under
the leadership of Maj.
Gen. Seely. His experience,
achievements, and
exemplary military career
will be an inspiration
to the cadets who will
become tomorrow’s
global, ethical leaders.”

“As 1 step into this
honored position, I am
filled with excitement
as Virginia Tech is an
incredible institution with
a legacy of exceptional
leadership  within  the
corps,” said Seely. “I look
forward to working across
the institution to shape
outstanding officers and
civilian leaders who excel
in both military and non-
military settings.”

Throughout his
35-year military career
Seely has held critical
leadership roles. He served
as the communications

platoon commander
for H&S Company,
3rd Reconnaissance

Battalion from 1990-92,
company commander for
India Company, Marine
Cryptologic ~ Support
Battalion in  Kunia,
Hawaii, from 2000-02,
and battalion commander
for 3rd Reconnaissance
Battalion, 3rd Marine
Division from 2006-
08. Additionally, he
commanded the Marine
Corps Intelligence Schools
at Training Command
from 2011-13, led Task
Force-Iraq as part of
Combined Joint Task

www.ourvalley.org
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Maj. Gen. William H. Seely Ill has been named the
incoming commandant for the Virginia Tech Corps of

Cadets.

Force-Operation Inherent
Resolve from 2019-20, and
served as the commandant
of the Joint Forces Staff
College from 2020-21.
Currently, he is serving
as the commandant of
the Eisenhower School
at the National Defense
University in Washington,
D.C.

Seely has held numerous
staff assignments that
have demonstrated his
versatility and strategic
acumen. He  served
as the S-2 for 3rd
Reconnaissance Battalion
from 1992-93, deputy
G-2 and G-2 operations
officer for Marine Forces
Central Command from
2002-03, and director
of the Intelligence
Integration Division at
Marine Corps Combat
Development Command
from 2010-11. Notably,
he also held the position
of intelligence director
for the Combined Joint
Forces Land Component
Commander-Iraq  from
2015-16.

Seely also has received
numerous military awards,
including the Defense
Superior Service Medal
with Oak Leaf Cluster,
Legion of Merit with Gold
Star, Bronze Star with two
Gold Stars and “Combat
V,” Defense Meritorious
Service Medal with
two Qak Leaf Clusters,
Meritorious Service Medal
with Gold Star, Joint
Service Commendation
Medal, Navy and Marine
Corps  Commendation
Medal with two Gold
Stars, Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement
Medal, and the Combat
Action Ribbon.

“Throughout his
35-year military career,
Maj. Gen. Seely has

distinguished himself as
a highly-respected leader
guided by a commitment
to service, personal and

professional ethics, and
strength  of character,”

said  Executive  Vice
President and Provost
Cyril  Clarke.  “The

experience and expertise
he brings to Virginia Tech
will be invaluable to the
Corps of Cadets and the
development of milicary
and  civilian leaders
through the tenets of Ut
Prosim. I look forward to
working with Maj. Gen.
Seely and having him as
a part of our university’s
leadership team.”

Additionally,  Seely’s
academic  background
includes a bachelor’s
degree from American
University and master’s
degrees from Oklahoma
State University, National
Intelligence  University,
and the Naval War
College.

“I am thrilled that Gen.
Seely has agreed to serve as
our next commandant of
cadets,” said Vice President
for Student Affairs Frances
Keene. “I have no doubt
that Maj. Gen. Seely will
lead the corps leadership
in a way that will expand
the impressive legacy of

the corps.”

Retired U.S. Army
Reserve  Brig.  Gen.
Dwayne Edwards,

head of Virginia Tech’s
Department of Biological
System Engineering,
will serve as interim
commandant until Seely’s
arrival.

‘I am profoundly
honored to serve Virginia
Tech as the interim
commandant,” said
Edwards. “It is a distinct
privilege to be part of such
a storied organization
dedicated to developing
the future leaders of our
nation, to continuing its
legacy of excellence, and to
supporting our incoming
new commandant, Maj.
Gen. Seely.”

Ashley Roberts for Virginia Tech

Veterinary hospital teamwork belps dog survive toxzc mgestzon
[ : j (| \

For April and Brian Barlow, letting
their dogs out to enjoy some outdoor
time on their property in Princeton, West
Virginia, is just part of their morning
routine.

But on one of those mornings, Chop,
their curious Labrador retriever mix,
would follow his nose into trouble.

Through attentive veterinary care
and an emergency referral to the
Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary
Medicine’s Veterinary Teaching Hospital,
Chop recovered from neurological
intoxication.

About an hour after letting Chop
outside, the Barlows looked outside to
find the dog standing on the porch,
shaking uncontrollably.

They immediately brought Chop to
their local veterinarian, Michelle Postle
at Happy Tails Veterinary Clinic.

Chop’s tremors soon progressed to
seizures, and he was vomiting violently.
When Postle administered antiseizure
medication, it wore off in the span of a
minute.

Chop was in dire straits. Postle
called the Veterinary Teaching Hospital.
Veterinary neurologists advised her on
doses and medication.

Multiple teams worked tirelessly to
help Chop beat the odds.

“Not only was it interdepartmental
collaboration, but it was collaboration
with the veterinary community. If it was
not for their vet calling us, there is no
question the dog wouldn’t have made it.
What she started with taking initiative
with stabilization is very much why he is
alive today,” said neurology/neurosurgery
resident Leanne Jankelunas.

Chop needed intensive treatment at

the Veterinary Teaching Hospital, but
there are no pet ambulances, so the job
fell to Chop’s family. The challenge?
Chop needed near constant medication
to keep the seizures at bay.

While Brian Barlow drove, he had
one phone giving him directions to
the Veterinary Teaching Hospital and
another phone set with a timer. Every
30 seconds, the timer went off and April
Barlow gave Chop a dose of anesthetic
through an IV.

The family drove like this for an hour
and a half undil they finally reached the
Veterinary Teaching Hospital.

Before Chop arrived, the neurology
and critical care teams met to come
up with a plan to address the seizures,
potential brain swelling, and the
medications Chop would need to pull
through.

“The moment he arrived, he was
a combination of anesthetized and
comatose,” said Laura Vega, clinical
assistant professor of emergency and
critical care medicine. “It was all hands
on deck. It was fantastic to see multiple
services coming together to get everything
done so quickly.”

Chop was in respiratory distress and
needed to be intubated. He received
medication to decrease brain swelling
and an anticonvulsive. He was given
a muscle relaxant to try to control his
tremors, and he also needed to get his
blood sugar up.

At the time, nobody knew exactly
what Chop had ingested.

“It was minute-to-minute, hour-to-
hour. In many toxicity cases, youre a
little bit in the blind. There’s no specific
antidote you're going for — you're just

PHOTO BY MARGIE CHRISTIANSON FOR VIRGINIA TEC

(From left) Tiffany Luci and Holly Newberne with Chop, a two-year-old Labrador

retriever.

trying to keep them alive and roll with

Later testing confirmed that Chop

the punches,” said Vega.

In addition to activated charcoal
to absorb toxins, Chop was given
intralipid therapy, a fat emulsion given
intravenously to draw the toxins from
tissues into the blood, where it can be
more easily eliminated.

“It takes a village. I am really happy to
have the ICU technical staff that I have
— we were working together through
the night. They really kept him alive and
we worked so, so hard. It was a huge
effort,” said Vega.

In addition to the toxin itself, Chop
was in respiratory distress. Aspirating his
own vomit caused severe infection and
inflammation in his lungs, but Chop
recovered.

had consumed tremorgenic mycotoxins,
which grow on things like moldy food
and compost piles.

“It turns out that he’s a little miracle
kid,” said Vega. “Neurologically, he was
almost back to normal within 24 hours.”

Though he still had trouble breathing,
the next day the Barlows saw Chop on
his feet with no tremors or seizures. His
appetite and energy slowly returned, and
now, Chop is back to his old self.

“We never dreamed we would be
picking him up like this,” said April
Barlow. “If it wasn’t for your team and
Dr. Postle’s team, our baby wouldn’t be
coming home with us.”

Andrew Mann for Virginia Tech
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Offensive coordinator
promoted to head coach

at Christiansburg High

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Christiansburg High School has turned to a familiar
face to lead its football program this fall.
Offensive coordinator Matt Heron has been promoted

to the post.
In the announcement,
Principal Shane Guynn

said Heron brings a wealth
of experience, passion and
strong commitment to
fostering excellence on both
on and off the field. Heron
has coached for the past six
years under Alex Wilkens,
who stepped down last
month. Heron has served
the past five seasons as

the school’s offensive |
coordinator.

“My goal for
Christiansburg ~ football

is that our players will be
recognized by their success,

"& RV /X
PHOTO COURTESY OF CHS

Matt Heron

both on the football field and in life beyond football,”
the new coach said. “They will be the best spouse,
parent, job candidate and community member that they
are capable of being. I want myself and our coaching
staff to develop our athletes to maximize their potential

at CHS and beyond.”

Previously, Heron coached for five years at Cave
Spring High School. He has also been the head coach
of Christiansburg Lacrosse for the past two seasons, and
coached baseball for 10 seasons at Roanoke Catholic,
Cave Spring and Christiansburg.

He attended Northside High School in Roanoke,
where he played football. Heron cites the examples set

by his former mentors.

“My youth coach was Coach Bob Price, who won
four state championships as head coach at Roanoke
Catholic,” he said. “My father also coached football at
Roanoke Catholic with Coach Price.”

Heron played baseball at Roanoke College where he
received his undergraduate degree and a Master’s degree
from Grand Canyon University.

Assistant appointed
head varsity coach

Morgan Taylor

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Christiansburg  High
School is turning the keys
of the volleyball program
over to a familiar face.

Morgan Taylor has
coached for the past
three years at the school,
leading the junior varsity
squad and assisting with
the varsity, which finished
22-6 this past season with
an appearance in the
region 3D playoffs.

The school said in the
announcement  made
Wednesday Taylor has
been directly involved
in helping to build its
program over the past
three years and brings a
strong commitment to
helping student athletes
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represent themselves and
CHS in the best possible
light, both on and off the
court.

“Her knowledge,
experience and leadership
are excellent pillars for
our program,” the school
announced.

Taylor, who is a math
teacher at the school,
says she applied for the
opening because she loves
the sport and the program.

“I wanted to continue
to see these girls continue
to grow and wanted to
help the program as best I
can,” she said.

Taylor had also coached
a high school freshman
team and two club teams
for two years in Indiana.
She moved to Virginia
four years ago and coached
the CMS middle school
team for two years before
moving to the junior
varsity at CHS in the
2022 and 2023 seasons.

“Ultimately, I would
love to be champions of
our district and region, but
I am also mainly aiming
to provide a program for
these athletes to learn,
grow, and excel in,” she
said.

Auburn High’s Katie Light

named Class 1 soccer player of year
Players from Radford CHS, Auburn and East Mont also get the nod

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Katie Light led the
Auburn High School girls’
soccer team to another
state championship
appearance, and
Wednesday, she was
named the Class 1 player
of the year.

Her coach, Adam
Ritchie, was named coach
of the year in Class 1.

Light was joined on the
first team by teammates,
Logan Mundy, Kristen
Pack, Jillian Tucker and
Lucy George. Auburn’s
Grace Harris was named
to the second team.

Meanwhile in Class
2, Radford goalkeeper
Hollybrook Cline was
named to the first team
for soccer with Lauren
Owens and Kendall
Carpenter being named
to the second team.

In Class 2, the Radford
boys” squad was the state
runner up, and four Cats
were named to the all-
state soccer team. Brody
Shull, Enzo Pugliese, Eli
Goff and Charlie Davis
were all first
Robert Fuksz was named

teamers.

FILE PHOTO

Auburn’s Katie Light is the Class 1 girls soccer player of the year.

to the second team.
Christiansburg’s Luca
Pickeral and Sami Selfe
were named to the Class 3
all-state first-team.

In Class 1, Auburn
placed Jared Bradley and
Nick Millirons on the
first team with Eastern
Montgomery’s  Talen

Bruce. Osman Amya of
Eastern ~ Montgomery
was named to the second

team.

Big South honors RU’s Wellings

Radford  University
senior Chloe
Wellings (Newcastle
Upon  Tyne, U.K.)

has been voted the 2023-
24 Big South Conference
Women’s Track Athlete
of the Year, respectively,
while Charleston
Southern junior Chloe
Greene (South Kingstown,
R.1.) has been selected the
league’s 2023-24 Women’s
Field Athlete of the Year,
it was announced today
by the Conference office.

The awards are voted
on by the Big South track
& field head coaches as
part of their annual June
meeting, and encompass
both the indoor track
& field and outdoor
track & field seasons.
Wellings was the Big South
Champion in the Indoor
3,000m and 5,000m,
as well as the Outdoor
5,000m and 10,000m --
becoming just the second
women’s student-athlete
in Big South history to
sweep the four events in
the same year.

Her winning time of

34:39.29 in the Outdoor

10,000m established
a Championship
Meet record, and she

repeated as the 5,000m
champion with her time
of 16:47.59. During the
outdoor season, Wellings
also won the App State
Open 10,000m and the
Charlotte 49er Classic
5,000m, and set PRs in
the 5,000m at the Virginia
Challenge (16:22.23) as
well as the 10,000m at the
Raleigh Relays (34:10.32).

Both efforts rank fourth
in Big South history. In
the indoor campaign,
Wellings became  the
first Highlander to win
the Big South 5,000m
championship (16:58.06),
and was Radford’s first
winner in the 3,000m
2014 with her

since
9:33.72  performance.
She won the 3,000m

(9:42.97) at the VMI
Invitational in January,
and established PRs in
the mile (4:55.44) and
3,000m (9:32.06) at the
Darius Dixon Memorial

Invitational in February
-- with her 3,000m time
the second-fastest in the
conference record book.
Greene was the Most
Valuable Athlete at both
the Big South Indoor

Championship (22
points) and Outdoor
Championship (31

points) in 2024. She was
the Pentathlon champion
and finished third in the
long jump, in addition
to scoring in the wiple
jump and high jump.
Greene won medals in
the outdoor long jump
(second) and high jump
(third), and scored in the
100m Hurdles, javelin
and triple jump.

She concluded the
outdoor season in the
javelin at the NCAA East
First Round and qualified
for the event with a PR of
46.34m at the Charleston

PHOTO COURTESY OF BIG SOUTH CONFERENCE
Chloe Wellings of Radford University is the Big South Conference’s track athlete of
the year.

Southern Last Chance
Qualifier (seventh-best
performance in Big South
history). At the Big South
Outdoor Championships,
Greene set PRs in the
100mH (13.95), long
jump (5.99m -- 10¢h all-
time in league annals) and
triple jump (11.17m).
Her outdoor season
included wins in the
long jump and javelin at
the Charleston Southern

Invitational in March.
During  the indoor
campaign, Greene won

the Big South Pentathlon
with a score of 3506
-- one point shy of her
own school record. She
finished third in the long
jump with a PR leap of
5.75m, which is tied for
fourth in school history.
Greene also recorded
a personal-best in the
triple jump with a leap of

11.12m to take sixth. Her
points at the Big South
Indoor Championships
helped the Buccaneers
claim second-place to
mark the highest finish
in program history with
a program-record 157
points.

In February, Greene
was part of CSU’s winning
DMR team at the South
Carolina Invitational, as
the relay squad turned in
a school-record 11:46.26
-- the third-fastest in Big
South history.  She also
set a school record in
the 600m with a time of
1:36.99 at the Gamecock
Opener in January (9th
in Big South history) and
was part of the 4x400m
relay squad at the USC
Indoor Open in February
that took second overall at
3:48.65.

Big South Conference
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Christiansburg gymnastics
group send another to next level

Marty Gordon
NRVsport@ourvalley.org

None of the area’s high
schools field a gymnastics
team, thus many
individuals have turned to
Christiansburg’s Virginia
Techniques gym.

Opver the past five years,
the group has sent six
athletes to the next level
including Kentucky All-
American Rayna Worley.

This  past  week,
Annaliise Howard
announced she will

participate in acro and
tumbling at  Bluefield
State.

Acrobatics & Tumbling
includes student-athletes
from a variety of gymnastic

disciplines —  artistic,
acrobatic, trampoline,
power tumbling - and

those who participate in
competitive cheerleading.
The sport includes six
events, all of which are
competed on the floor.
Currently 48
schools host a A&T
program. Bluefield State is
aNCAA Division II school
as a member of the United
States Collegiate Achletic
Association  with an
enrollment of 1,248
students on the West
Virginia side of the border.
Howard is recovering
from ACL surgery and
had wondered what her
gymnastics future might
hold. She had reached
Level 9, one of the highest
in the state of Virginia

before the injury and
surgery.
‘I would say my

experience doing
gymnastics has been both
challenging at times and
rewarding,” she said. “The
long hours required to
practice and being a full-
time student has helped
me learn to manage my
time and help me achieve
a strong work ethic.”

Howard hopes to be
a positive addition to
the Bluefield State, team
contributing strong and
clean tumbling skills and
utilizing her strength
in the acro portion of
competition

She will join Virginia
Techniques alum Karlee
Williams at  Bluefield

A

¥ G

State. Howard plans
to major in Criminal
Justice-Cyber ~ Security
Concentration.

PHOTO COURTESY OF VIRGINIA TECHNIQUES

Annaliise Howard (center) is the latest Christianshurg gymnast to commit to continue
her athletic career at the next level. Also pictured are Techniques’ coaches, Cheryl
Robinson (left) and Amanda James.

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS

Virginia Tech swimmer Carmen Weiler Sastre will be participating in next month’s

Summer Olympics in Paris.

Tech’s Sastre punches
ticket to Paris

Virginia Tech swimmer Carmen Weiler
Sastre punched her ticket to the 2024
Paris Olympics Tuesday during the 2024
Spanish  Swimming Championships,
which  ran  Tuesday  through
Saturday in Palma de Mallorca, Spain.
In the 100-meter backstroke prelims,
Weiler Sastre swam a 59.65. She stopped
the clock in a personal-best time and
lowered her own national record by

.11, which she set at last year’s national
championships.

Weiler Sastre surpassed the World
Aquatics Olympic Qualification Time of
59.99 by .34. She will join Mario Molla
Yanes on the Spanish Olympic team who
qualified for the 100 butterfly earlier this
year. In addition to the two Spaniards,
Ian Ho, a Tech alumnus, will compete
for Hong Kong in the 50 free.

Virginia Tech Athletics

Radford athletes earn
Big South honors

The Big South conference announced
last Thursday morning the Presidential
Honor Roll list which included an
incredible 85.50% of Radford’s 269
eligible student-athletes, a conference-
high.

To be named to the Presidential Honor
Roll, student-athletes must maintain a
grade point average of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale)
or better for the recently-completed
academic year. This past season, 2,152
out of the Big South’s 2,909 eligible
student-athletes achieved the benchmark.

For the second time in the last three
years, it was Radford who led all Big
South institutions with their 85.50%
mark of student-athletes who earned the
award. The Highlanders were one of just
three members that eclipsed 80% joined

by Gardner-Webb and High Point.
Within the list, 35 Radford student-
athletes also earned the Commissioner’s
Award distinction for a perfect 4.0 GPA
led by the women’s soccer program which
had nine student-athletes earn a 4.0
GPA.

The Big South had an all-time
high 273  student-athletes receive
Commissioner’s Award distinction in
2023-24 for having a 4.0 GPA. Gold
Award scholars (3.75-3.99) totaled 604
while another 522 received Silver Award
(3.50-3.74) accolades in 2023-24 for a
combined total of 1,399 student-athletes
with at least a 3.50 GPA last year -- 65.01
percent of all Presidential Honor Roll
members at or above that threshold.

Radford University Athletics

Delon captures French Championship

Virginia Tech rising
sophomore Valentine Delon hoisted
the 2024 French Ladies Championship
following a one-up victory over Camille
Min-Gaultier, Sunday at the Golf Club
of Lyon.

The Paris, France, native won
five straight matches en route to the
tournament title.

In stroke play, Delon fired rounds
of 70 and 74 to tie for fifth at even-
par 144 and lock up the sixth seed
for match play. Delon nearly cruised
to the championship match, which
included a 5&4 quarterfinal win and a

6&5 semifinal win. In the 36-hole final
against Min-Gaultier, Delon erupted for
12 birdies — seven on the first 18.

With the match all square through
18 holes, Delon birdied three of the first
five holes in the second 18 to build a
1-up advantage. After carding a bogey on
the par-4 27th hole to drop to 1-down,
Delon recorded back-to-back birdies on
holes 28 and 29 to regain the 1-up lead.
Delon parred in to secure arguably the
biggest win of her young career. Over the
36 holes played in Sunday’s final, Delon
shot the equivalent of 10-under-par.

Virginia Tech Athletics

Women’s Soccer program unveils 2024 schedule

The Radford women’s soccer program unveiled
their 2024 schedule Thursday morning jam-packed
with interesting matchups, the program’s 40th year at
Division I and a quest to three-peat the Big South for
the first time in program history.

Before action kicks off in the regular season, the
Highlanders have a pair of exhibition matches planned.
Radford fans can get their first look at the squad
at home against Davidson on August 7 with a road
exhibition against VMI on August 11 also scheduled.

Kicking off the 2024 regular season, the Highlanders
start at home with a meeting against William & Mary
on August 15. The Highlanders have won 10 straight
matches at Cupp Stadium dating back to the 2022
season and have a 136-48-14 record on the home turf
dating back to the stadium’s opening,.

Radford’s first road contest is an intriguing one as
the Highlanders visit West Virginia on August 18 for
a rematch of the 2019 NCAA Tournament first round.

From there, Radford will return to Cupp Stadium for
two straight home matches against Emory & Henry
(August 22) and South Carolina State (August 25).

Back on the road for two straight, Radford makes
two return trips to opponents they hosted in the 2023
slate. The Highlanders will visit Mount St. Mary’s on
August 31 before turning their attention to a tough
Appalachian State squad who finished with a top-75
RPI last season on September 5.

Two of Radfords final three nonconference
opponents will be right back at home. On September
8, Radford will play host to Wofford before hosting
in-state rival Richmond on September 12. Closing out
the nonconference slate, Radford visits the reigning
2023 Ohio Valley champions Morchead State on
September 19.

Radford will open Big South play on the road
when they visit Gardner-Webb on September 25. The

program’s conference home opener is a big one as the

Highlanders will host USC Upstate on September 28
for a 2023 Big South championship rematch.

Back on the road on October 2, Radford will visit
an upstart UNC Asheville squad on coming off its first
winning season since 2015. Returning home, Radford
and Charleston Southern will clash for the 40th time in
program history on October 5 as the Highlanders also
celebrate alumni weekend.

After some time off, Radford returns to the pitch
to host in-state rival Longwood on October 16 in
their penultimate home match of the season. The
Highlanders will then travel to Winthrop on October
19.

Closing out the regular season, Radford hosts High
Point on October 23 in an always-intense meeting
between two of the top programs in the Big South.
Radford finishes up on the road at Presbyterian on
October 26.

Radford University Athletics

Former Virginia Tech
soccer player selected for
Venezuelan national team

Former Virginia Tech midfielder
Daniel Pereira was selected to the
Venezuelan national team’s 26-man
roster for CONMEBOL Copa América
USA 2024.

The 48th edition of CONMEBOL
Copa América began on June 20, with the
match between Argentina and Canada in
Atlanta, Ga., and will conclude on July
14 with the final in Miami, Fla.

Pereira, who made his debut for
Venezuela on June 15, 2023, has four
international caps, including two starts.
The upcoming tournament will be the
2021 ACC Midfielder of the Year’s first
non-friendly action for his country.

Venezuela’s first two matches, Ecuador
(June 22) and Mexico (June 26), will be

aired live on FS1. The final group stage
fixture against Jamaica (TV designation
TBD) on June 30 will be contested at
Q2 Stadium in Austin, Texas, the home
field of Pereira’s club, Austin FC.

In the midst of his fourth season as
a professional, Perecira has made 105
appearances for the Austin FC across
the MLS regular season and playoffs,
recording two goals and 14 assists.

Pereira played high school soccer at
Northside High School (Roanoke, Va.)
before making 26 appearances in 2019
and 2020 for Virginia Tech. In the
middle of the 2020-21 campaign, he was
selected No. 1 overall in the 2021 MLS
SuperDraft.

Virginia Tech

Daniel Pereira
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