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Return to school plan presented to BOE, 
President Wyatt asks for ‘patience’

Sheriff Sloan sworn in for second term
Chief Circuit Judge Jennifer P. Dent administers the oath of offi ce to 
Sheriff Bruce Sloan as he begins his second term of offi ce on Jan. 1, 
2021. Sheriff Sloan was accompanied by his wife June.

Greenbrier Composite Squadron of Civil 
Air Patrol close out 2020 with promotions

By Bobby Bordelon
An emergency meeting of the Green-

brier County Board of Education (BOE) 
led to wrestling with the new guidance 
from the West Virginia Department of 
Education’s return to school plan on 
Tuesday, Jan. 5.

“The governor’s statements seem to 
be along the lines of recommendations, 
but from the Department of Education 
[recommendation] wasn’t the intention,” 
Bryant told the Greater Greenbrier CO-
VID-19 Task Force during the meeting. 
“… It is the new path we will follow, so 
we are somewhat trying to navigate these 
waters right now, but Clay Burch is our 
superintendent and we will follow his 
guidance.”

From Jan. 4, through Jan. 15, counties 
will move to remote learning, and educa-
tors will use this two-week period to pre-
pare for the return to in-person instruc-
tion. Families have the option to keep 
their children in virtual learning, regard-
less of changes to in-person instruction. 
In a recent press briefi ng, Governor Jim 
Justice explained why the administration 
is looking to resume in-person classes.

“We have got to get our kids back in 
school,” said Justice. “During 2020 we 
learned that COVID-19 transmission 
rates in our schools during the fi rst se-
mester was 0.02 percent among students 

and 0.3 percent among staff. Our schools 
are safe when guidelines are followed.”

“We also learned, when we switched 
learning modes to virtual learning, the 
outcomes are not good,” Justice ex-
plained. “One-third of our students are 
receiving failing grades in at least one 
of their core classes. The virtual learn-
ing models do not work for many stu-
dents without consistent, live engage-
ment from a teacher. … Also the DHHR 
reports that there is a reduction in child 
protective services referrals by an aver-
age of 50 to 54 percent per month. We’ve 
got a bunch of kids that are out there, re-
ally suffering. So we must get back in 
school.”

Joining the Board of Education on the 
virtual meeting were a large number of 
parents and teachers, many with ques-
tions in the chat. Board of Education 
President Jeanie Wyatt noted that al-
though the board couldn’t answer ques-
tions in that format, many of these ques-
tions are still uncertain for the board as 
well.

“I know that many of you listening in 
to the virtual meeting have questions,” 
Wyatt said. “The board meeting is not 
open to that so we will not be answering 
questions … I’m sorry we can’t answer 
all of your questions at this time, but I’m 

On Wednesday, Dec. 30, several cadet members of the Greenbrier Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol met in person for the fi rst time in many weeks to 
complete the fi nal requirements for rank advancement. Cadet testing, which in-
cluded drill formation and physical fi tness, was performed outdoors at the squadron 
headquarters on the property of the Greenbrier Valley Airport.

Cadet Sarah Given was promoted to cadet staff sergeant, the fi fth enlisted grade 
in the Civil Air Patrol cadet program. Cadet Emily Wartham was promoted to cadet 
airman fi rst class, the second enlisted grade. Cadets Tad Elkins, Maria Joy Fisher 
and Asher Givens each earned cadet airman status upon completion of their fi rst 
achievements. 

Following cadet testing, Squadron Commander Major Harold Moloney met with 
senior members to discuss goals and leadership needs for 2021. Moloney encour-
aged senior members of the squadron to step into volunteer roles including aircrew, 
bookkeeping, cadet program coordination, and public relations. 

“Each of us has skills and knowledge that no one else in the unit has,” Moloney 

Greenbrier Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol cadets and com-
mander: Carlee Hamrick (left), Maria Joy Fisher, Asher Givens, Major Har-
old Moloney, Tad Elkins, Sarah Givens, Emily Wartham, and Andrew Holt

COVID Task Force recognized 
as Volunteers of the Year

By Sarah Richardson
Lewisburg has contin-

ued with the annual tra-
dition of announcing the 
Volunteer of the Year as 
we welcome in the New 
Year. The city released a 
proclamation on the fi rst 
of January declaring the 
Greater Greenbrier CO-
VID-19 Task Force to be 
the recipients of the award 
for their tireless efforts 
of helping the local area 
navigate through the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

“The City of Lewisburg 
is fortunate to have citi-
zens who actively volun-
teer their time and effort 
in our community, espe-
cially in times of need,” 
reads the announcement. 
“Sometimes the services 
these volunteers provide 
are not highly visible but 
greatly enhance the qual-
ity of life in our commu-
nity.” 

Mayor Beverly White 
said, “We are very grate-
ful for all of the work the 
task force has done, and 
that they continue to do. I 
am amazed by their effort 
and dedication they have 
put in as this pandemic 
goes on.”

The task force is led by 
Senator Stephen Baldwin 
and is made up of several 
different entities includ-
ing the Greenbrier County 
Health Department, the 
Greenbrier County Board 
of Education, Communi-
ties in Schools, United 
Way 2-1-1, Access to Edu-
cation/Dinsmore, Rainelle 
Medical Center, Greenbri-
er Valley Medical Center, 
Robert C. Byrd Clinic, the 
Feeding Seniors/Saving 
Businesses Bimbo Coles 
& Company Program, the 
Greater Greenbrier Long-
Term Recovery Commit-
tee, the Lewisburg Fire 
Department, the City of 

Lewisburg, the City of 
Ronceverte, the City of 
Alderson, the Commit-
tee on Aging, Lewisburg/
Fairlea Food Locker, West 
Virginia Delegate Cindy 
Lavender-Bowe, West 
Virginia Delegate Jeff 
Campbell, Homeland Se-
curity & Emergency Man-
agement; Seneca Mental 
Health, High Rocks & the 
Hub, the West Virginia 
School of Osteopathic 
Medicine, WVSOM Cen-
ter for Rural & Commu-
nity Health, Family Re-
source Network, and the 
Family Refuge Center.

The group was formed 
in March 2020, at the start 
of the pandemic, as a way 
to distribute information 
to the community and pro-
vide answers to questions 
about the pandemic and 
dealing with the corona-
virus. They meet once a 
week in a teleconference 
and compose a release for 
the public containing up-
dates and new information 
on the state of the area. 

Usually, the recognized 
volunteers take a place 
of honor in the Shanghai 
Parade, but due to COV-
ID-19 that wasn’t possible 
this year. Mayor White 
specifi ed that the city in-
tends to honor the task 
force in the future when it 
is safe to do so. 

Following siege on Senate, offi cials call for unity
By Bobby Bordelon
After a rally held by President Donald Trump in Wash-

ington, DC, on Jan. 6, former protesters turned toward 
the U.S. Senate building, storming inside in order to 
prevent the certifi cation of President-Elect Joe Biden’s 
victory. Among the participants was one newly-elected 
member of the House of Delegates.

According to The New York Times, one person was 
killed and 14 capitol police offi cers were injured during 
the attack, which saw representatives, senators, their staff 
members, and security fl  ee and barricade the building. 

Shortly before the attack, the crowd was attending a 
Trump rally, where he spoke to debunked conspiracy 
theories about the election results, telling the crowd “We 
will never give up. We will never concede, it doesn’t hap-
pen. You don’t concede when there’s theft involved…. 

Now it is up to Congress to confront this egregious as-
sault on our democracy. After this, we’re going to walk 
down and I’ll be there with you. We’re going to walk 
down. We’re going to walk down, any one you want, 
but I think right here. We’re going [to] walk down to the 
Capitol, and we’re going to cheer on our brave senators, 
and congressmen and women. We’re probably not going 
to be cheering so much for some of them because you’ll 
never take back our country with weakness. You have to 
show strength, and you have to be strong.”

Although the Congress reconvened later that night af-
ter the building was retaken by police and law enforce-
ment, many representatives pushed forward with reject-
ing the results of the election. Local WV District 3 Rep 
Carol Miller in the House of Representatives voted to 
overturn the legal electors from Arizona and Pennsylva-

nia. However, both the Senate and the House confi rmed 
Joe Biden as the 46th President of the United States.

One of West Virginia’s newly elected representatives, 
Derrick Evans, made the Times for live-streaming him-
self breaking into the U.S. Senate building. Although 
the video was shortly deleted, it was reshared across so-
cial media. The West Virginia Senator minority leader, 
our local rep Stephen Baldwin, has called for action to 
be taken.

“Today, our children must know that this is not how 
democracy works. Democracy is determined by ballots, 
not bullets. Democracy rests on the peaceful transfer 
of power because of free and fair elections. We do not 
infl  ict violence on those with whom we disagree. We 
condemn today’s attack on democracy because this is a 
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BAMBAM
BamBam is a male 
domes  c shorthair 
and weighs 11 
pounds. He sports 
a pink nose with 
a black and white 
coat.

BamBam and other animals are available 
at the Greenbrier Humane Society, located at 
151 Holiday Lane off  of Rt. 90 West in Lew-
isburg. They are closed Sunday and Monday, 
and are open from 11 a.m. through 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adop  on fee is $65 and covers 
spay/neuter surgery, fi rst ki  y vaccina  ons, 
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim 
and fl ea treatment.

Their dog adop  on fee is $85 and covers 
spay/neuter surgery, fi rst dog vaccina  ons, 
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, 
fl ea bath and fl ea treatment.

They also off er dona  on-based spay/neu-
ter vouchers, and clinics are fi lled on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. They use a lot of 
vets in the area but the clinics fi ll up fast! 
Fill out an applica  on to help prevent ani-
mal overpopula  on! Call 304-645-4775 for 
more informa  on.

PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

See “Williamsburg Case” __ Page 4

Thanks for making us your 
local listening choice!

Today’s 
Rock

Greenbrier Valley’s Talk 
and News Headquarters

Your Classic 
Hits Station

Today’s HOT 
Country!

1322 Maplewood Ave., Ronceverte, WV 24970
304.647.5114

Dr. Ray Jones, 9016 Seneca Trail, Ronceverte, WV
304.647.4968

Dr. Debra Sams, 1478 Maplewood Ave., Ronceverte, WV
304.647.4406

NEW LOCATION:
3115 Seneca Trail South, Peterstown, WV 24963

304.753.9100
A MULTISPECIALTY CLINIC

FAMILY PRACTICE

Dr. Constance
Anderson, DO

Dr. Jesse
Chafin, MD

Dr. Jamie
Vance, DO

Joseph
Lutz, PA-C

Cindy Mann,
FNP-BC

ORTHOPEDICS

PEDIATRICS

Dr. Katherine
Morrison, MD

Jana Whited,
FNP-BC

Dr. Steven
Vess, DO

Dr. Alan
Lee, DO

GENERAL SURGERY

Dr. Ray
Jones, DO

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Dr. Connie
Perkins, DO

Dr. Samantha
Chaffin, MD

Dr. William
Artrip IV, MD

OPHTHALMOLOGY & OPTOMETRY

Dr. Yuri
Arvan, MD

Dr. Savannah
Long, OD

NOT  ALL SERVICES OFFERED AT ALL LOCATIONS

Dr. Debra
Sams, DO

Dr. Steven
Miller, DO

Taylor
Burton, PA

Angela
Graham, NP

FAMILY PRACTICE - PETERSTOWN

FAMILY PRACTICE

Bringing Quality Healthcare For Your
Convenience to the Following Locations:

Dent administers oath to Chief Deputy Martin
Chief Circuit Judge Jennifer P. Dent administers the oath of offi ce to 
Chief Deputy Josh Martin as he begins his second term as Chief Deputy 
on Jan. 01, 2021. He was accompanied by his wife Stevi.

Red Cross Blood Drive to be held at 
White Sulphur Springs Library

said. Moloney’s term as squadron commander will end 
October 2021.  

Civil Air Patrol, the offi cial Air Force Auxiliary, is a 
nonprofi t organization. It performs more than 85 percent 
of inland search and rescue missions in the continental 
United States as tasked by the Air force Rescue Coor-
dination Center. Volunteers also take a leading role in 
aerospace education and serve as mentors to America’s 

Promotions                   Continued from Front PageCourt could be ‘heading 
toward’ double homicide trial in 
Williamsburg shooting case

By Bobby Bordelon
The Greenbrier County Circuit Court could be “head-

ing toward” a double homicide trial against Terri Lynn 
Storer, noted her defense attorney Brandon Johnson in a 
hearing under Judge Richardson on Tuesday, January 5.

In a routine hearing set to monitor the case, Johnson 
and Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Ryan Blake agreed 
that both parties needed more time to continue negotia-
tions for a resolution, but the future of the case is cur-
rently uncertain.

“We have continued to have discussions with the state,” 
Johnson said. “We have met with our client as well. At 
this point, with the situation with COVID, we would like 
to continue the matter and push it down the road some-
what until … there is a resolution to this or see if we are 
going to go to trial. I think at this point, I’d say it’s head-
ing toward a trial, but there is some additional stuff that 
needs to be done, but with COVID it’s been diffi cult.”

A Greenbrier County Grand Jury indicted Terri Lynn 
Storer with two counts of murder and Randy Lee Barn-
hart with two counts of accessory after the fact to murder 
in August 2020. The charges emerged from a shooting in-
cident near the Greenbrier County and Nicholas County 
line on Coleman Road in Williamsburg.

“Through investigation it was discovered Jeremiah 
Thomas, 33, and Jennifer Thomas, 34, had allegedly got-
ten into an argument over a hunting lease with Randy 
Barnhart, 45, and Terri Storer, 45,” reads an initial press 
release from the West Virginia State Police. “During this 
incident Jeremiah Thomas and Jennifer Thomas were fa-
tally wounded.”

The Red Cross is asking donors who are feeling healthy and well to help maintain 
the blood supply for patients who rely on lifesaving transfusions. There will be a 
blood drive on Thursday, Jan. 14, from 3 to 7 p.m. at the White Sulphur Springs Public 
Library. Donors do need to sign up at rcblood.org/appt to make an appointment. You 
can also call the library at 304-536-1171 between the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. to 
make an appointment. The library is located at 344 W Main Street in White Sulphur 
Springs. The blood drive is made possible in part thanks to the efforts of the WSS 
Lions Clubs.  

In light of the pandemic, the Red Cross is taking the following steps to ensure donors 
and volunteers safety. Donors and volunteers will be asked to wear a face mask at all 
times during the drive. Staff and volunteers will wear gloves throughout the day, chang-
ing gloves often. Volunteers, staff and donors will have their temperature checked be-
fore entering the drive. Hand sanitizer will be available at various points throughout the 
library. Donors beds will be sanitized between every donor. Only blood donors will be 
allowed in the drive. The American Red Cross is encouraging donors to use RapidPass 
which allows you to start the blood donation process from the comfort of your home or 
offi ce and save time at the donation site. RapidPass can be found at www.redcrossblood.
org/RapidPass and must be completed on the day of the blood drive.

Currently the library is providing only curbside services on weekdays from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The blood drive is considered in the 
general community’s best interest. The Red Cross has assured us they are taking ap-
propriate safety measures and there is a real need for blood. Hope to see you at the 
Blood Drive on Thursday, Jan. 14. Please call 304-536-1171 if you have any questions.

youth through CAP Cadet Programs. For more informa-
tion about Civil Air Patrol programs, call 1-800-FLY-
2338. Visit www.capnhq.gov.

The Greenbrier Composite Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol seeks volunteers, both cadets and senior members, 
interested in aerial and ground team search and rescue. 
For more information, contact Squadron Commander 
Maj. Harold Moloney at hmoloney@wvwg.cap.gov.
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AA meetings
will now be held Saturdays at 10 a.m. via Zoom. Con-
tact at 304-647-0677 for Zoom details. Find listings for 
other meetings in West Virginia at aawv.org.

Addiction Screenings available
Did you know that nearly 38% of adults in the U.S. 
have battled a substance abuse problem at some point 
this year? That’s over three times the amount that have 
been exposed to the COVID-19 virus. Be safe this sea-
son and keep an eye out for loved ones who might be 
caught in the grip of addiction. If you or a loved one is 
struggling with substance abuse, take the fi rst step to-
wards overcoming addiction. Call today for free addic-
tion screenings or referrals: 1-800-431-1754. For more 
information visit https://www.narcononnewliferetreat.
org/blog/strange-side-effects-of-covid-19.html

Briefl y
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Greenbrier County Commission
will meet Tuesday, Jan. 12, at 10 a.m. in Room 212. LIVE 
STREAM FROM https://www.facebook.com/gbrcourthouse/

Gbr. Co. Planning Commission
will meet Wednesday, Jan. 13 at 11 a.m. Attend in person 
(please follow all health and safety protocols) at: Greenbrier 
County Courthouse, 912 Court Street N., Lewisburg OR *Vir-
tual Meeting Option* *Meeting will be hosted on Zoom. Pub-
lic can access meeting via: Internet Access: https://wvu.zoom.
us/j/92694786259 (Meeting ID: 926 9478 6259) OR Phone Ac-
cess: (dial) 1 (646) 558 8656 or 877-853-5257 or 888-475-4499 
(Meeting ID: 926 9478 6259)

Public Meetings

Chamber of Commerce to meet
The Union Area Chamber of Commerce will meet 

Wednesday, Jan. 20, at noon in the Monroe Service Cen-
ter Lobby. Lunch will be provided with an RSVP (re-
spond by Jan. 17). The meeting will be set up with social 
distancing in mind. If you would like to participate, but 
virtually, please let me know. I have not conducted any 
virtual meetings in this space, so I will do what I can to 
accommodate.

Thanks to all our businesses who have participated in 
Chamber functions and initiatives in 2020. On behalf 
of the leadership team, we wish you a happy, healthy, 
and prosperous new year. As always, please share your 
ideas on how the Chamber can best help your business 
or organization.

Subject of missing juvenile 
search pleads guilty to 
reckless fl eeing from an offi cer

By Bobby Bordelon
The subject of a missing juvenile search in early 2020 

plead guilty to reckless fl  eeing from an offi cer on Monday, 
Jan. 4. Entered under Greenbrier County Circuit Court 
Judge Jennifer Dent, the plea does not directly deal with 
the missing juvenile, but instead with a high-speed chase 
that emerged after offi cers attempted to pull him over.

Offi cers with the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and law enforcement, Chief Deputy Joshua Martin 
and Deputy Brandon McCormick, sought to fi nd Wolfe 
after receiving a call concerning a missing juvenile. A 
press release issued on Jan. 15, 2020, noted that the miss-
ing juvenile was believed to be with Wolfe, then aged 22.

The plea here, however, does not have to do with the 
then-missing juvenile - Bethany Burdette, an attorney ap-
pearing on behalf of the Greenbrier County Prosecutor’s 
Offi ce, explained “he had a passenger with him, and I be-
lieve there was a BOLO (be on the lookout) out for him, 
so offi cers went looking for him. … That is not the event 
that he was charged with that we would look to prove to-
day or at trial.”

The plea agreement instead deals with the results of a 
chase that emerged during the search. Wolfe was charged 
with reckless fl  eeing from an offi cer in August 2020 by a 
Greenbrier County Grand Jury.

“What we would expect to prove is after …. Sergeant 
Smith with the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Department 
located him in Quinwood around school streets and acti-
vated his lights and sirens, Mr. Wolfe was in that vehicle 
that was spotted,” Burdette explained. “He did not stop, 
drove through a couple of stop signs. There were speeds 
in excess of 70 miles per hour in a 35 mile per hour zone. 
There were near collisions with a couple of vehicles.”

A press release on Jan. 17, 2020, shortly after his ar-
rest by Greenbrier County Sheriff Bruce Sloan further 
explains the chase.

“The vehicle traveled on a dead-end street and subse-
quently traveled through several residential yards before 
entering WV Route 20 traveling north,” wrote Sloan. 
“Sergeant Smith continued north on Route 20 and lost vi-
sual contact with the vehicle. Moments later he located 
the vehicle after it had been involved in a single-vehicle 
accident in a curve. The accident occurred in Nicholas 
County approximately 1.3 miles north of the Greenbrier 
County line. Both occupants were treated for minor inju-
ries at a local hospital and released.”

Wolfe declined to give the court his version of the story, 
agreeing with the state’s story. In addition, defense attor-
ney Josh Edwards stated that there was not a meritorious 
defense should the charge go to trial.

The plea could carry a potential sentence of one to fi ve 
years in the state penitentiary and a fi ne, totalling between 
$1,000 and $2,000. However, both the state and Wolfe’s 
defense have recommended probation, including restitu-
tion owed as a result of vehicle or property damage. The 
case will move forward to sentencing after the probation 
department conducts a pre-sentencing investigation.

Video of New Year’s Party at 
Greenbrier draws backlash

By Bobby Bordelon
Cell phone footage from The Greenbrier’s New Year’s 

Eve party has drawn the ire of many in the state this past 
week, with Governor, and owner of The Greenbrier, Jim 
Justice responding to the frustration.

The video shows a large crowd of individuals packed 
into a tight space, a majority of which are not wearing 
masks or social distancing. This comes on the heels of 
a massively increasing caseload in West Virginia, while 
Justice has issued a ban on winter sports for schools in 
order to prevent such gatherings.

The video drew the attention of many on social media, 
from residents, to players frustrated they could not play, 
to representatives. Justice himself responded during a 
COVID-19 press briefi ng, accusing those frustrated by 
the video of attacking him politically.

“Bottom line, the whole thing is a hit at me from the 
standpoint of a political hit at me,” said Justice. “That’s 
all there is to it. … If you don’t think I’m pulling the 
rope, then you really got a screw loose. Everyday I come 
in here and I try to come up with ideas.” 

He continued on to say he was home “watching the 
ball drop” during the party, not involved with the plan-
ning, but also stated the business should follow the 
guidelines.

“I will promise you to God above that The Greenbrier 
is absolutely following every protocol that you can pos-
sibly follow,” Justice said. “You got to remember this 
too. There’s 1,500 employees and there’s probably close 
to that in guests that are spread out and that are doing 
everything under the sun. … I promise you, with all in 
me, if The Greenbrier is doing something they are not 
supposed to do, they will have me on them like stink 
on you-know-what. I feel the same about any business 
in our state. … In every situation across this state you 
can come up with something somewhere. I’m not mak-
ing any excuses, I’m not dodging any bullets. ... There 
are incidents of things that are happening there, they’re 
done a good job. Could they have done better in this sit-
uation, probably so. But with all that being said, I don’t 
know the details.”

The video emerges as the Greenbrier County Health 
Department reported approximately 500 active cases in 

For the Record

Cheyanne Alexander to Mark Zimmerman Jr., .913 
acre, Frankford District
David Wigglesworth and Pamela Wigglesworth to Mi-
yoko Gibson Revocable Trust, .704 acre, Fort Spring 
District
Steven Farren and Shellene Harrison to Christie Rob-
inson, 11,671 square feet, Lewisburg Tax District
Matthew A. Boyd and Rebekah L. Boyd to Lye Morey, 
Lots 15 and 16 of the Lilly Park Addition, Meadow Bluff 
District
Brian Hill to Michael J. Zimmerman and Stephanie 
Zimmerman, .205 acre, Frankford District
Fairview Associates LLC to Tony Hill, Lot 35 of the Pin-
nacle Subdivision, Lewisburg District
Laramey Zimmerman and Robin Zimmerman to Jerry 
Poage and Bobbie Scott, .51 acre, Williamsburg Dist.
Opal L. Ash to Simon Andrew Fridley, Lot 11 of West 
Meadows Subdivision, Frankford District
Darlene Heaster to Vanessa Schroeder and Robert 
Schroeder, 6,000 square feet, Town of Rupert
Tana Moskowitz to Andrew Wayne Wellman, a parcel, 
Falling Springs District
Steven Cluss and Teresa Cluss to Dennis Price and 
Kathleen Price, Lot 14 of Fairway Cottages Neighbor-
hood, White Sulphur District
Roger Lance and Melissa Lance to Nicole Muhs, 2.5 
acres, Town of Rupert
Melanie Garner and Willa Justice to Patricia Long and 
Michael Butts, two tracts, Frankford District
Terri Ramboldt to Todd Ramboldt, 2.013 acres, Irish 
Corner District

Deeds

$25,000 in COVID utility debt relief 
submitted by Ronceverte under 

CARES Act program
By Bobby Bordelon
A brief meeting of the Ronceverte City Council was 

held virtually with only one item of business - a wastewa-
ter ordinance - with a few general announcements during 
the comment period.

The West Virginia CARES Act Residential Utility 
Grant Program allowed cities to apply for utility debt re-
lief on behalf of its residents. Before the application pro-
cess ended last year, the applications submitted on behalf 
of Ronceverte residents by the city totalled over $25,000.

“Those folks will hopefully be able to qualify for some 
of that funding,” said Mayor David Smith. “We are hold-
ing those in hope that those [applications] come through 
for those folks.”

Smith noted that anyone with further questions should 
call the city and speak with City Administrator Pam Men-
tz.

In addition to complimenting the job Mentz has done, 
Smith also took a moment to thank a number of city em-
ployees for several major efforts that they’ve made in the 
past few weeks.

“I would begin by praising the fi re department for do-
ing a good job taking care of the stockings,” Smith said. 
“They handled that in a very safe way - the drive through, 
handing them out so we didn’t have a lot of folks con-
gregating, which could have been dangerous. Of course 
it was raining, so I don’t think that was going to happen 
anyway, but that seemed to have gone very well.”

“City street department did an excellent job with han-
dling the lights,” Smith continued. “They spent all night 
Christmas Eve taking care of that, so if you see those 
guys, pat them on the back for doing that.”

He also noted that anyone who suspects they have a 
leak should reach out through the non-emergency num-
ber for the city, as several have been found by city crews 
as a result of these calls.

In other business:
Second reading of an ordinance concerning wastewater 

project funding was approved.
Work has begun on the city’s upcoming budget.
Work on the city’s water systems is expected to begin 

this month, after a delay in getting needed materials in.

nation of laws, order, and decency.
All of those who participated in today’s attack on the 

capitol, especially those who unlawfully entered the 
building and perpetrated acts of violence, should be pros-
ecuted fully by the law that undergirds our democracy.

We understand that an incoming delegate, Derrick Ev-
ans, videoed himself participating in such acts. There is 
no place for him in the WV Legislature.

When our state was born, it took tremendous strength 
to carve West Virginia out of a divided nation. We are di-
vided again today. It will take all our better angels to heal 
us. We pledge to do our part in the halls of the West Vir-
ginia Capitol, and we call on all citizens to do their part. 

Check on your neighbors, help someone in need, en-
gage with those who are different from you. That is how 
we will summon the strength needed to right this coun-
try again. By loving our neighbors throughout these ma-
jestic and grand hills of West Virginia.”

In addition, both West Virginia Republican party 
Chairwoman Melody Potter and West Virginia Demo-
cratic Party Chair Belinda Biaforce, along with Vice-
Chair Rod Snyder, released statements condemning the 
violence. 

“West Virginia Delegate Derrick Evans was among 
the violent mob that stormed the U.S. Capitol in Wash-
ington, DC, today to disrupt the certifi cation of the 
presidential election,” wrote Biaforce and Snyder. “He 
must be held accountable for participating in an act of 
insurrection against the United States government and 
risking the lives of lawmakers and Capitol police. The 
West Virginia Democratic Party calls for his immediate 
resignation from the House of Delegates and that he be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.”

However, the GOP statement stops short of calling for 
Evans’ dismissal.

“Today, all West Virginians and Americans should 
come together and condemn the violence that was dis-
played at the United States Capitol and resulted in the 
loss of one precious life,” wrote Potter. “While the right 
to peacefully protest is sacred and a cornerstone of our 
Republic, there is no room for violence. The West Vir-
ginia Republican Party stands unequivocally with Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump and his efforts to pursue election 
integrity. The senseless acts of violence displayed at the 
Capitol today distracts from the major issue of election 
integrity. May God continue to bless the United States 
of America.”

Later in the evening, as rioters were still in the build-
ing, Trump tweeted a video repeating false election 

claims, then telling rioters in the Senate building “Go 
home. We love you. You’re very special. … I know how 
you feel.” Shortly after, Twitter temporarily disabled his 
account.

In a speech given after the riot, Biden pushed back 
against the election conspiracy as well.

“In America, when questions are raised about the le-
gitimacy of any election, those questions are resolved 
through the legal processes. … Time and again, Presi-
dent Trump’s lawyers presented arguments to state of-
fi cials, state legislatures, state and federal courts, and ul-
timately to the United States Supreme Court twice. They 
were heard by more than 80 judges across this country. 
And in every case, no cause or evidence was found to 
reverse or question or dispute the results. … Even more 
stunning, 17 Republican Attorneys General, and 126 Re-
publican members of the Congress, actually, they actu-
ally signed onto a lawsuit fi led by the state of Texas. That 
lawsuit asked the United States Supreme Court to reject 
the certifi ed vote counts in Georgia, Michigan, Pennsyl-
vania, and Wisconsin. This legal maneuver was an effort 
by elected offi cials and one group of states to try to get 
the Supreme Court to wipe out the votes of more than 
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Commentary
Justice, Game Changer 
deliver complete holiday 
experience to 40 families

Gov. Jim Justice, the “Head Coach and General Man-
ager” of the West Virginia Game Changer initiative, said 
this week that the recently announced “Change Their 
Holiday” promotion through Game Changer raised over 
$50,000 in just three-and-a-half weeks leading up to the 
holidays.

As a result, 40 West Virginia families affected by opi-
oid and substance misuse were able to enjoy a complete 
holiday experience - down to the presents and the holiday 
meal - that otherwise might not have been possible.

“Together, we were able to make a real difference in 
the lives of dozens of families and children all across the 
state, who may not have been able to fully enjoy the holi-
day season without a little bit of help,” Gov. Justice said.

“The holidays are a magical time of year. Every single 
child in West Virginia deserves to experience the joy of 
unwrapping a great present or enjoying a delicious holi-
day meal, and every parent in West Virginia deserves to 
be able to provide these kinds of memories that will last 
a lifetime,” Gov. Justice continued. “The fact that Game 
Changer was able to raise this kind of money and pull 
this off in such a short period of time is a testament to 
the generosity of all the West Virginians and businesses 
who helped make this promotion a success. I could not 
be more proud.”

Gov. Justice announced his commitment to West Vir-
ginia Game Changer in July 2020. One of the largest 
public-private coalitions of its kind in the nation, Game 
Changer is aimed at tackling opioid and substance mis-
use, along with other issues impacting West Virginia’s 
youth.

Through a cooperative effort with Jobs & Hope West 
Virginia and the West Virginia Secondary School Activi-
ties Commission (WVSSAC) along with major corporate 
sponsors Walmart, Pepsi, MVB Bank, McDonald’s, The 
J.W. Ebert Corporation, ParMar-Mountaineer Marts and 
Aetna Better Health of West Virginia, families through-
out the state received an average of $1,200 in gift cards 
from Walmart, ParMar and Mountaineer Marts and Mc-
Donald’s. Many were faced with their children not re-
ceiving a visit from Santa Claus or being able to prepare 
a meal on Christmas Day.

School Plan     Continued from Front Page

OPED piece submission guidelines:
To submit an OPED piece to the Mountain Messen-

ger it must comply with the following rules:
1) OPED pieces may contain constructive criti-

cisms, thoughts, or observations, which we publish 
on an individually approved basis.

2) No name-calling, hate speech, or other deroga-
tory language is permitted. We do not publish letters 
containing “bashing,” personal attacks, and the like. 
However, we do appreciate mindful concerns, assess-
ments, and thoughts.

3) All letters must be signed by the author and in-
clude the city in which they reside.

Please note all submissions are subject to individual 
editorial approval. Please do not mail or hand-deliver 
letters, email news@mountainmessenger.com.

Letter to the Editor
Protecting Free Speech

Dear Editor:
2020 has been a year of government overreach. Thus, 

it is very important that we are diligent about protecting 
our Constitutional Rights.

I have been an activist most of my life. I have been to 
numerous protests and other political events. Bra burn-
ing adventures, veteran’s rights, racial justice, environ-
mental protection, worker’s rights, ad infi nitude. I have 
a habit of stacking the various protest signs on the win-
dow still in the living room.

Earlier this year, I created a sign for a racial justice/
police reform protest. I decide to a play on Governor 
Jim Justice’s quote “Follow the ******* guidelines.” I 
frequently fi nd euphemisms for vulgar words. One of 
my favorite euphemisms is “fi retruck” for the four-letter 
f-word.

I had this sign on my window still and was told by a 
lawyer that the wording was offensive and not covered 
by the free speech clause. I suspect that someone was 
more offended by the word Civil Rights, Racial Justice 
or perhaps the word “Republicans.”

Granted, I am just a humble working class retiree but 
I do know how to read a law book and google search 
Supreme Court cases.

One such case is Cohen versus California (1971). A 
young man was in a courthouse wearing a jacket bear-
ing the words “F*ck The Draft!” He was subsequently 
arrested, prosecuted and sentenced to 30 days in jail. He 
took it to the California Court of Appeals. He lost the ap-
peals and the California Supreme Court refused to hear 
it. He moved it up to the United States Supreme Court. 

The United States Supreme Court ruled that profan-
ity can not be banned under the First Amendment and 
that an individual could not be convicted under a local 
disturbing the peace law when he wore a jacket bearing 
the words “F*ck the Draft” into a California courthouse. 

In Cohen v. California (1971), Justice John Marshall 
Harlan II reasoned that “while the particular four-letter 
word being litigated here is perhaps more distasteful 
than most others of its genre, it is nevertheless often 
true that one man’s vulgarity is another’s lyric.” Harlan 
warned that “governments might soon seize upon the 
censorship of particular words as a convenient guise for 

asking each and every one of you to please be patient 
with us. We were blind-sided by this, the same as all of 
you. The board is going to work through it, do what we 
can, see what we can do and what we can’t do. I just ask 
for your patience.”

One important note is the guidance from the Depart-
ment of Education specifi es that “there is no provision for 
absences due to COVID or quarantine” and employees 
would have to use personal or sick days, or unpaid leave 
in order to quarantine. This is as a result of the expiring 
CARES Act benefi ts that were not renewed by Congress. 
However, this could be reconsidered by the county, with 
the presentation noting directly after that “Greenbrier 
County may provide some local leave for COVID or 
quarantine provided the employee has followed all miti-
gation guidance and the contact is a result of workplace 
exposure.”

The notes from the Department of Education’s power-
point outline the return to school:

• Remote learning will continue into the weeks of Jan. 
4 and Jan. 11.

• All prekindergarden through eighth grade students 
will return to in-person learning on Jan. 19, regardless 
of the Department of Health and Human Resources color 
map. There will be no more WVDE Saturday map.

• High schools will return to in-person learning on Jan. 
19, based on the DHHR color map. These students will 
resume in-person unless the map is red, with the superin-
tendent deciding on the return date.

• Families may continue to choose remote learning or 
West Virginia Virtual. Applications for this program will 
remain open through Jan. 15. “Please be fl  exible with 
families who want to move to full remote or return from 
full remote.”

• After school in-person may resume on the 19th. Vir-
tual afterschool will continue Jan. 4 to 15.

• The fi ve day meal boxes will be distributed on 
Wednesdays for in-person learners at each of Greenbrier 
County’s 13 schools. Remote learner fi ve day meal boxes 
will be available at secondary schools on Wednesdays, 
with pick up times set between 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• During this time, all staff report and work in isolation 
to provide remote instruction and prepare for the return 
to school.

• Winter sports are delayed until Mar. 1. Practices, not 
games, may begin on this date.

• “No word yet” on spring sports.
Beyond this, the presentation also spelled out some of 

the mitigation strategies that will be in place:
• “Data shows that schools are the safest places for our 

children and are safe for staff.”
• “Masks will be worn at all times for staff and stu-

dents, pre-kindergarden to grade 12.”
• “Hand washing and hand sanitation is critical.”
• “Disinfecting and cleaning will continue.”
• “Social distancing where possible - six feet no longer 

a requirement.”
• “No large gatherings.”
• “Contract tracing will continue.”
• “Schools or classrooms may be closed for contact 

tracing or staffi ng issues. Boards of education should not 
close entire counties.”

“We will do our very, very best to make it work,” Bry-
ant said. “… It is important to know that this was given 
to us by the Department of Ed and this is not a suggestion 
or a recommendation, this is the is the guidelines of what 
we will do.”

Greenbrier County Prosecutor Patrick Via previously ex-
plained the dispute consisted mainly of who should have 
access to a piece of land often used for hunting.

In August, Storer was permitted a $500,000 bond, with 
mandatory home incarceration. After making the decision, 
Richardson explained the arguments for both the defense 
and prosecution for bond, saying the “court needs to con-
sider all of the circumstances and make an equitable and 
appropriate decision that recognizes both the importance of 
the defendants [continued appearances and cooperation] as 
well as the risk to the community of further offenses. Re-
viewing this, I have to take very seriously the nature of the 
charges. Two murder charges have been brought against 
this defendant. … That by itself, in the court’s view, cre-
ates a risk of the defendant’s appearance at further proceed-
ings.”

However, Richardson continued, the “defendant has not 
fl  ed during the period following the alleged offense, has 
maintained contact with her attorneys, and [maintains] that 
she wishes to pursue a vigorous defense of this indictment. 
Taking those factors into account … I am going to permit 
the defendant to be released on bond.”

Richardson set further hearings and a deadline for fi ling 
motions by early March, giving the defense time to process 
discovery and the state to fi le for admissibility of evidence.

“Hopefully the distribution of the vaccine and getting 
through the next few months will make the situation sub-
stantially better than it is right now,” Richardson said. “ … 
The court has adopted a policy of avoiding large in-person 
gatherings such as jury trials and meetings with the grand 
jury while the Harvard Global Health Institute’s classifi ca-
tion system shows Greenbrier County in the high-risk, red 
category, which is where we have been for a number of 
weeks.”

banning the expression of unpopular views.” 
Cohen stands for the principle that profane words, in 

themselves, cannot be banned under the First Amend-
ment.

Thus the word fi retruck by other name is still consti-
tutionally protected and we need to make sure all our 
rights stay that way.

Bonijean Isaacs
White Sulphur Springs

Williamsburg Case          Continued from Page 2

Senate Siege     Continued from Page 3

20 million Americans in other states. And to hand the 
presidency to a candidate who lost the Electoral College, 
lost the popular vote, and lost each and every one of the 
states whose votes they were trying to reverse. It’s a po-
sition so extreme, we’ve never seen it before. … Every 
single avenue was made available to President Trump to 
contest the results. He took full advantage of each and 
every one of those avenues. President Trump was denied 
no course of action he wanted to take.”

President-elect Biden celebrated the strength of our 
institutions and the will of the people under attack.

“Today, our nation passed a grim milestone, 300,000 
deaths to this COVID virus. My heart goes out to each of 
you in this dark winter of the pandemic, about to spend 
the holidays and the new year with a black hole in your 
hearts, without the ones you loved at your side. My heart 
goes out to all of you who have fallen on hard times 
through no fault of your own, unable to sleep at night, 
staring at the ceiling, weighed down by the worry of 
what tomorrow will bring for you and equally important 
for your family. … And most of all, we need to stand in 
solidarity as fellow Americans, to see each other, our 
pain, our struggles, our hopes, and our dreams. We’re 
a great nation. We’re good people. We may come from 
different places, hold different beliefs, but we share in 
common a love for this country, a belief in its limitless 
possibilities. For we, the United States of America, has 
always set the example for the world for a peaceful tran-
sition of power. We’ll do so again. I know the task be-
fore us won’t be easy. It’s tempered by the pain so many 
of us are feeling.”
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A Look Back 

By William “Skip” Deegans
In Union, there is an easily 

overlooked roadside marker 

that commemorates Matthew 

Walker Clair who broke the 

color barrier in the Methodist 

Church. Clair’s parents came 

to Monroe County before the 

Civil War. It is not clear if they 

were free people or slaves, and 

they may have lived on the 

Alexander-Caperton planta-

tion before moving to Union. 

Educational opportunities for 

African Americans were all but 

non-existent in Monroe Coun-

ty. 

Clair, born in 1865, may 

have received his early educa-

tion from his mother or from 

Harriett Caperton. Later, the 

family moved to Charleston 

where Clair, employed as a 

dishwasher at the Hale House 

(later Ruff ner Hotel), attended 

the Simpson Methodist Church 

and became a preacher there. 

With support from the com-

munity, Clair enrolled in the 

Centenary Bible Institute (now 

Morgan State University) in 

Baltimore where he studied 

theology and the classics.

Clair graduated in 1889 

and took his fi rst pastorate at 

the Harper’s Ferry Methodist 

Church. From there he went 

to Staunton and then to Wash-

ington, D.C., where he was 

the pastor at the prestigious 

Ebenezer Methodist Church. 

He became the fi rst African 

American to be elected a gen-

eral superintendent. In 1920, 

Clair, along with R. E. Jones, 

became the fi rst African Amer-

icans to be consecrated Meth-

odist bishops. He later served 

in Liberia for eight years and 

died in 1943. Clair’s son, Mat-

thew Walker Clair, Jr., was also 

a Methodist bishop.

Sources: Bishop Matthew 
W. Clair by Dr. Margaret B. 
Ballard; Encylopedia of Afri-
can American Religions.

Photo from Bishop Matthew W. Clair by Dr. Margaret B. Ballard

If you advertised with us, 
your ad would be 

Email ads@mountainmessenger.com.
HERE!

Deborah Kay McClung

Sinks Grove-Deborah Kay 

Price McClung, 70, passed away 

Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2020, 

at the Peyton Hospice House 

in Lewisburg after a short but 

brave battle with breast cancer.

“Debbie,” as friends and fam-

ily knew her was the daughter of 

Marie Price and the late Denzil 

Price, of Sinks Grove, WV.

Born Sept. 1, 1950, in Ron-

ceverte, Debbie spent her child-

hood in Monroe and Kanawha 

County. She was a 1968 grad-

uate of Union High School in 

Union and went on to study art 

at the former Greenbrier Wom-

en’s College, Concord Universi-

ty and West Virginia University.

She used this education to 

become an award-winning art-

ist and photographer as well as 

serve many businesses in the 

community as an ad designer 

for the Mountain Messenger 

newspaper for several decades. 

Debbie always helped people in 

need and after retirement, was a 

devoted caregiver to her mother 

at home and enjoyed spending 

time with her grandson.

Throughout her life, she en-

joyed history, archaeology and 

learning about various cultures 

and places around the world. 

She enjoyed travelling and her 

favorite places to visit includ-

ed Williamsburg, VA, and the 

beach.

She also loved gardening, 

winning numerous awards for 

her violets over the years, and 

having a fondness for the irises 

she grew around her home.

Debbie always loved animals, 

breeding and raising Himalayan 

cats in the ‘80s and ‘90s. She al-

ways had multiple pets that she 

cared for dearly.

She is survived by her mother, 

Marie Price of Sinks Grove; her 

sister, Marsha Cray and com-

panion Jim Canfi eld of Lewis-

burg; husband of 40 years, Lee 

McClung of Sinks Grove; her 

daughter, Jennifer Ridgeway 

and husband Anthony of Union; 

her grandson, Drew Ridgeway 

of Union; two nephews, Philip 

Cray and fi ancé Susan Weinfurt-

ner-Blair of Ashland, KY, and 

Luke Canfi eld of Charleston, 

WV.

She was preceded in death by 

her father and several aunts and 

uncles.

Debbie was of the Christian 

faith. Her fi nal wishes were to 

be cremated and have her ashes 

spread on the farm where her 

pets were buried. Family will 

meet at a later date to carry out 

her wishes.

In lieu of fl owers, the family 

asks that donations in memory 

of Debbie be made to the Mon-

roe County Animal League at 

P.O. Box 343 Union, WV 24983. 

Those wishing to send the 

family online condolences or 

sign the online guestbook may 

do so by visiting www.groves-

mann.com

Arrangements by Groves-

Mann Funeral Home in Union, 

WV.

Phyllis Livesay 
McWhorter Mann

Lewisburg-Phyllis Live-

say McWhorter Mann, 94, of 

Lewisburg and Orlando, FL, 

went home to be with her Lord 

on Thursday, Dec. 31, 2020.

Phyllis was born in Lewisburg 

on May 2, 1926, to O. Porter 

Livesay and Lucy Ford Livesay.

Throughout her life, she was 

an excellent teacher, continuing 

to teach in various capacities. 

She attained her master’s degree 

in early childhood education and 

shared her knowledge with oth-

er teachers who taught children 

in a creative program through 

Orange County Schools, in Or-

lando, FL. Phyllis enjoyed vol-

unteering. In Lewisburg, she 

volunteered with the Greenbrier 

Valley Theatre, Carnegie Hall, 

PEO and the Lewisburg Unit-

ed Methodist Church. Phyllis 

blessed many people with her 

wonderful thank you notes and 

other correspondence. She en-

joyed the art of keeping in touch 

through notes and letters and 

kept years of notes and cards 

from others too! Her gift of hos-

pitality made its way to groups 

she drew together through friend 

gatherings, work, church, and 

other activities. She never met a 

stranger and always was looking 

to improve the lives of others.

Phyllis was blessed in her 

life to have two wonderful hus-

bands, Joseph M. McWhorter, 

and Samuel B. Mann. Both pre-

ceded her in death, as did her 

parents.

She was a daughter, wife, 

mother, grandmother, and friend 

and will be missed by many. 

Surviving Phyllis are her family 

members: Cheryl (Sherry) and 

Bruce Sutterby, Joe McWhorter, 

Mike and Jennifer McWhort-

er, Tom and Laura Mann, and 

Christie and Mike Finn. She had 

grandchildren and great-grand-

children. Grandchildren in-

clude (alphabetically by fi rst 

names) Amy Thompson, Chad 

McWhorter, Kelly Finn, Max 

McWhorter, Reilly McWhorter, 

and Tyler Sutterby.

The family would like to 

thank the staff  of Stonerise 

Lewisburg (formerly the Bri-

er) for their loving care and 

friendship for Phyllis over the 

last few years. Additionally, we 

thank her special visitors from 

Lewisburg United Methodist 

Church; Pastor Jonathon Turn-

er, of Shuck Memorial Baptist 

Church; and her friends from the 

Old Stone Presbyterian Church. 

How blessed we have been.

A celebration of Phyllis’ life 

will be held at a future date.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial 

contributions may be made to 

Stonerise Lewisburg Activities 

Department (formerly The Bri-

er), 979 Rocky Hill Road, Ron-

ceverte, WV 24970; The Green-

brier Valley Theatre, P.O. Box 

494, Lewisburg, WV 24901; 

or Gwen’s Meals, P.O. Box 54, 

Lewisburg, WV 24901.

Wallace & Wallace Funeral 

Home in Lewisburg is in charge 

of arrangements.

Please send online condolenc-

es by visiting www.Wallaceand-

WallaceFH.com

John W. Halcomb
Fort Spring-John W. Hal-

comb, 58, passed away Wednes-

day, Dec. 30, 2020, at his home.

John was born Sept. 13, 1962, 

in Mullens to the late Ed and 

Dorothy Woolwine Halcomb.

John was a retired truck driver 

having driven for several com-

panies and then retired from the 

West Virginia Department of 

Highways and was a proud US 

Army Veteran.

Other than his parents, he was 

preceded in death by a brother, 

Eddie Halcomb.

Surviving John include his 

daughter, Ashley Palmer and 

husband Aaron of Kansas City, 

MO; grandson, Wesley Palm-

er; sister, Rhonda Whitt of So-

phia; Randall Halcomb and wife 

Rosemary of Chesapeake, VA; 

brother-in-law, Roger Whitt of 

Mullens; nieces and nephews, 

Cheryl Bond, Randall Halcomb, 

Jr., Roger Whitt II and Holly 

Halcomb.

Per John’s wishes, he will be 

cremated.

Please send online condolenc-

es by visiting www.Wallaceand-

WallaceFH.com

Peggy Joyce Morgan 
Webb

Fairlea-Peggy Joyce Morgan 

Webb, 88, passed away Fri-

day, Jan. 1, 2021, at The Brier/

Stonerise Lewisburg Nursing 

Home.

Peggy was born Aug. 4, 1932, 

in Ronceverte, to the late Lonnie 

and Glenna Morgan.

Peggy retired from AT&T in 

1987 after 20 years of service. 

She was a lifelong member 

of Trinity United Methodist 

Church. She sang in the church’s 

choir for over 50 years, was in-

volved in the church council, the 

fi nance committee, the lay lead-

er committee, and member of 

United Methodist Women.

Other than her parents, she 

was preceded in death by her 

husband of 52 years, Edwin P. 

Webb; sister, Jean Michelinie; 

and brother, Lonnie Morgan, Jr.

Survivors include three 

daughters, Tina Watkins (Tom-

my) of White Sulphur Springs, 

Christy Ford (Glen), and Kendra 

Webb of Lewisburg; grandchil-

dren, Brandon Watkins, Loren 

McMillion (Jeremy), Jessie Ford 

and Frank Ford. Peggy also had 

three great-grandchildren and 

several nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Life Service 

will be held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 

Jan. 5, at Trinity United Meth-

odist Church in Ronceverte with 

the Rev. Dr. Felica Wooten-Wil-

liams and the Rev. Mike Estep 

offi  ciating.

Burial will follow in Green-

brier Memorial Gardens.

Visitation with the family will 

be one hour prior to the service. 

In lieu of fl owers, the family 

would like contributions to be 

made to Trinity United Method-

ist Church. 

The family would like to send 

a special “thank you” to the staff  

at The Brier/Stonerise Lewis-

burg Nursing Home.

Due to COVID-19 regula-

tions, masks and social distanc-

ing are required while attending 

Peggy’s visitation and services.

Please send online condolenc-

es by visiting www.wallaceand-

wallacefh.com.

Arrangements made by Wal-

lace & Wallace Funeral Home, 

Ronceverte, WV.

Brody Hanson of Lewisburg 

is a new junior member of the 

American Angus Association®, 

reports Mark McCully, CEO of 

the national organization with 

headquarters in Saint Joseph, 

Missouri.

Junior members of the Asso-

ciation are eligible to register 

cattle in the American Angus 

Association, participate in pro-

grams conducted by the Nation-

al Junior Angus Association and 

take part in Association-spon-

sored shows and other national 

and regional events.

The American Angus As-

sociation is the largest beef 

breed association in the world, 

with more than 25,000 active 

adult and junior members. Visit 

NJAA.info for more informa-

tion about the National Junior 

Angus Association.

Brody Hanson joins 
American Angus 
Association
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Dear Recycle Lady, 
I have noticed that the boxes that 

frozen foods come in appear to be 

cardboard that has been wax coat-

ed. Can they be recycled with card-

board? 

Like Frozen Food
Dear Like Frozen Food,
Believe it or not, most food 

containers that appear to be wax 

coated are not waxed. According 

to https://recyclespot.marcblogs.

org/2017/07/13/melting-myths-

about-wax-coated-food-containers, 

paper food containers are actually 

coated with polyethylene (PE) plas-

tic. The PE serves as a moisture and 

gas barrier, which prevents transmis-

sion of liquids and gases through the 

paper container. Thus, take-out food 

containers such as frozen food box-

es, coff ee cups, paper plates, and fast 

food boxes are neither recyclable nor 

compostable.

Dear Recycle Lady,
I just fi nished using the contents 

of a PAM olive oil spray can. Does 

the olive oil keep it from being re-

cycled?

A Recycling Cook
Dear Recycling Cook,
No, oil does not keep a spray can 

from being recycled. Spray cans 

(aerosol cans) are used for every-

thing from food to paint to cleaning 

products to pesticides. According to 

earth911.com, all aerosol cans are 

recyclable as they are made of either 

steel or aluminum, both of which 

are a high-value metal that can be 

recycled infi nitely into new metal 

items. Regardless of whether they 

are aluminum or metal, aerosol cans 

recycle with steel cans. Just be sure 

the can is empty by either shaking it 

and listening for any liquid that may 

be inside or keep spraying until only 

air comes out. Don’t try to remove 

the spray nozzle on the top of the can 

as it could be dangerous. The plastic 

cap on top of the can should be re-

moved and is not recyclable.

Dear Readers,

Don’t forget that all Christmas 

lights are recyclable, regardless of 

whether they work or not. All strings 

of lights can be taken to the Recy-

cling Center or Lowes for recycling.

Good news, Dole Food Company 

is now working on replacing their 

plastic wrap packaging with com-

postable banana leaves! Dole plans 

to eliminate all fossil-based plas-

tic packaging by 2025. Thank you, 

Dole. Eliminating plastic wrap pack-

aging will make a substantial impact 

on the environment.

Have questions about recycling, or 

interesting information about recy-

cling? Send questions or requests to 

recyclelady@greenbrier-swa.com.  

Dear Recycle Lady is sponsored 

jointly by the Greenbrier Recycling 

Center and Greenworks Recycling.

BEST
STEAKS
IN
TOWN

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

CLOSED UNTIL 
MONDAY, JANUARY 11

Due To Uncontrollable Circumstances

Rural Youth Engagement through 
Public Art Grants Available

Applications are now 

being accepted for the 

FY21 Rural Youth En-

gagement through Public 

Art Grant from the West 

Virginia Department of 

Arts, Culture and History 

(WVDACH) and the West 

Virginia Commission on 

the Arts (WVCA). Ap-

proximately $65,000 in 

grants will be awarded.

Deadline for receipt 

of applications is Feb. 1, 

2021. 

Eligible projects will 

take place in communi-

ties with less than 25,000 

residents and will engage 

local youth. Schools, not 

for profi t youth groups, 

not for profi t arts organi-

zations, and local govern-

ments are eligible to ap-

ply. Funded projects must 

be completed by June 30, 

2021. 

A complete grant appli-

cation package, including 

eligible project expenses 

and evaluation criteria, 

is available by contact-

ing Jenna Green, Cultur-

al Facilities and Capital 

Resources coordinator, 

at (304) 558-0240) ext. 

725 or at JennaR.Green@

wv.gov. The applica-

tion package will also be 

available on the depart-

ment’s website at http://

www.wvculture.org/arts/

grants.html. 

The announcement of 

grantees is planned for 

early February 2021. 

The West Virginia De-

partment of Arts, Cul-

ture and History brings 

together the state’s 

past, present and future 

through programs and 

services in the areas of 

archives and history, the 

arts, historic preserva-

tion, and museums. Visit 

the department’s website 

at www.wvculture.org for 

more information. 

The Department of 

Arts, Culture and History 

is and Equal Opportunity/

Affi  rmative Action Em-

ployer. 

Winter 2020 issue of GOLDENSEAL 
magazine now available

The Winter 2020 issue 

of GOLDENSEAL is now 

available. It covers a wide 

range of stories about 

West Virginia history and 

culture from across the 

state. Since 1975, GOLD-

ENSEAL has been West 

Virginia’s Magazine of 

Traditional Life. Attached 

is a list of retailers where 

GOLDENSEAL maga-

zine is available.

This issue’s cover sto-

ry is dedicated to dancer, 

artist, author and teacher 

Jude Binder of Calhoun 

County. The article, writ-

ten by Douglas John Im-

brogno, highlights Jude’s 

work with children in 

central West Virginia as 

part of Heartwood in the 

Hills, a school for the arts 

she founded in 1982. For 

nearly 40 years, she’s in-

spired young people to 

discover the excitement 

of the arts and to live out 

their dreams, wherever 

those dreams may lead 

them.

Other articles examine 

the Mountain Craft Shop, 

“Wetzel County’s only 

amusement park,” in the 

words of owner and chief 

toymaker Steve Conlon 

(by Zack Harold); apple 

butter making, a family 

tradition in Hampshire 

County (by Tina Ladd); 

a little house with a lot 

of special memories on 

the campus of Shepherd 

University (by Carl E. 

Feather); the fi ght for 

women’s suff rage in the 

Mountain State (by Chris-

tine M. Kreiser); Raleigh 

County’s mysterious Fer-

guson Rock (by Merle T. 

Cole and Tom Sopher); 

tributes to the old WVU 

Field House in Morgan-

town (by Norman Julian) 

and growing up listening 

to Mountaineer basket-

ball on radio (by John 

A. Hunter Jr.); the burn-

ing of the state capitol in 

January 1921 (by Stan 

Bumgardner); the poem 

“The Many Mamaw Mel-

itas Who Raised Us (by 

Andréa Fekete); doo-

dlebugging in Barbour 

County (by David Ball); 

the life of teacher and 

farmer Jack Corder of 

Doddridge County (by C. 

Lee Corder); a virtual tour 

in and around the Preston 

County town of Aurora 

(by Donetta Sisler); and a 

visit with scrap-metal art-

ists Ken and Joy Sinsel of 

Hancock County (by Carl 

E. Feather).

In this issue, GOLDEN-

SEAL also honors West 

Virginians in the fi elds of 

history and arts who we 

lost in 2020. State folklor-

ist Emily Hilliard writes a 

moving tribute to Lincoln 

County’s Elaine Purkey, 

a folk singer, labor song-

writer and teacher who 

touched countless lives.

GOLDENSEAL is pub-

lished quarterly by the 

West Virginia Department 

of Arts, Culture & Histo-

ry. You may order copies 

from GOLDENSEAL’s 

online store or call 304-

558-0220, ext. 134. Indi-

vidual copies are $5.95/

issue + $1.00 shipping, or 

you can order subscrip-

tions for one year ($20), 

two years ($36), or three 

years ($50).
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NEW RESIDENTS WANTED BY:

Greenbrier Greeters
If you have recently moved to this area, 

please contact us for a free welcome visit.
We would be glad to share gifts and information about the area, 

provided free by local businesses and professional services.

Heather Blake, Owner 304-646-2624

greenbriergreeters@gmail.com

MOUNTAIN STATE SPOTLIGHT
Here are the voices the 
giant drug distributors 
don’t want you to hear

By Eric Eyre and Lauren Peace 
for Mountain State Spotlight

This story was originally published by 
Mountain State Spotlight. For more sto-
ries from Mountain State Spotlight, visit 
www.mountainstatespotlight.org. 

The nation’s largest opioid distributors 

are pushing to block testimony from West 

Virginians who want to speak out about 

how the addiction crisis has ravaged their 

communities.

The companies’ lawyers say “personal 

stories of addiction” have no place at an 

upcoming trial that seeks to hold the drug 

wholesalers accountable for the opioid 

epidemic. They argue that such testimony 

would be nothing more than hearsay - and 

inadmissible in court. 

They also have asked a judge to muz-

zle potential witnesses who believe pre-

scription painkillers acted as a gateway to 

street drugs like heroin and fentanyl. And 

they’re trying to put a lid on information 

about the recent conviction of one of their 

executives.

The Cabell County Commission and the 

City of Huntington, which are suing the 

distributors in federal court, have railed 

against the companies’ eff ort to exclude 

testimony from people who have suff ered 

from the crisis. The two governments 

accuse McKesson, Cardinal Health and 

AmerisourceBergen of unleashing the opi-

oid epidemic by saturating the region with 

prescription pain pills. The witnesses’ sto-

ries are relevant and deserve to be heard, 

attorneys for the city and county say.

The bellwether opioid trial was sched-

uled to start in early January, but U.S. 

District Judge David Faber has postponed 

the proceedings, citing the recent surge 

of coronavirus cases in West Virginia and 

other states. Faber has yet to set a new 

trial date. The trial is set to take place at 

the Robert C. Byrd federal courthouse in 

Charleston.

Here are some of the stories drug distrib-

utors have asked Faber to bar.

• • •

Jan Rader is Big Pharma’s worst night-

mare. 

Rader is the long-time fi re chief in Hun-

tington, the fi rst female fi re chief in the 

state. She has saved hundreds of lives of 

people who have overdosed, and she has 

helped start innovative programs that cut 

Huntington’s overdose deaths in half.

Besides these accomplishments, Rader 

is also a dynamic public speaker; her TED 

talk has gotten more than 1.8 million views 

and she had a lead role in a documentary 

fi lm, “Heroin(e),” which was nominated 

for an Oscar. 

That makes Rader a formidable force if 

she’s allowed to testify.

“If I get to testify, and I hope I do, it 

will be about what we as a community 

have seen and experienced,” Rader said 

in an interview with Mountain State Spot-

light. “All of these [companies] have some 

culpability in cleaning up the mess they 

helped to create. I think this story should 

be heard by the entire country and the en-

tire world.”

One of the links the drug distributors 

want to keep Rader from making is con-

necting their prescription opioids to street 

drugs like heroin and fentanyl. 

During Rader’s deposition in June, the 

companies’ lawyers asked Rader how 

many people addicted to heroin or fentanyl 

started by taking prescriptions like Oxy-

Contin or hydrocodone.

“About 80%,” she said.

“And about how many people have you 

talked to and asked that question, how they 

started?”

“Hundreds and hundreds,” Rader re-

sponded.

That counters the distributors’ argument 

that people have been mostly overdosing 

on street drugs in recent years, not the pre-

scription opioids the companies deliver to 

pharmacies and hospitals. They leave out 

how people suff ering from opioid use dis-

order became addicted in the fi rst place.

“Addiction, substance abuse disorder, is 

a disease, something you’ll be dealing with 

the rest of your life,” Rader said. “With the 

damage that’s been done here, it will take 

decades to get back to normal. And it’s all 

because of greed.”

• • •

On a Friday afternoon in July, Kelli So-

bonya didn’t hold anything back when a 

drug company lawyer pressed her about 

people she knew who were addicted to 

opioids. 

Her cousin died of an overdose. Her 

nephew, hooked on prescription painkillers 

and later heroin, had been in and out of jail 

over the past decade. Several friends in re-

tirement were now raising their grandchil-

dren whose parents had fatally overdosed.

“I mean, I’ve known so much pain from 

this opioid addiction,” Sobonya told law-

yers while giving a deposition last summer. 

“I’m sorry. I’m getting emotional because 

I know the eff ects of what the opioids have 

done to their friends and families.”

Now, the drug distributors want to stop 

Sobonya, a Cabell County commissioner, 

from talking about those struggles

The companies’ attorneys characterize 

Sobonya’s testimony as “hearsay” and “ir-

relevant.” They argue that Sobonya can’t 

tie any of her stories to any specifi c pre-

scription opioids delivered by distributors, 

and they wouldn’t be able to cross-exam-

ine any of the people Sobonya brings up.

But Sobonya told Mountain State Spot-

light that she hopes to speak out, if there’s 

a trial.

“Those stories need to be told, their fac-

es need to be seen,” she said. “People need 

to hear what all these families have gone 

through, the lives that have been lost or 

forever changed.”

Twelve years ago, Sobonya’s nephew 

became addicted to prescription opioids in 

high school, after his shoulder was injured 

during a football game.

“He’s still in the throes of addiction,” she 

said. “He’s been arrested multiple times.”

Her cousin, who lived in Huntington, 

was prescribed opioids after injuring her 

back at work.

“We buried her this year,” Sobonya said 

of her cousin who overdosed. “She left be-

hind a 14-year-old son.”

Sobonya, a former Republican legisla-

tor, said one of her friends is raising three 

granddaughters. The youngest was a year 

old when her mother overdosed and died; 

Sabonya still remembers the phone call she 

got from her friend, screaming and crying, 

after the daughter overdosed while waiting 

for a treatment bed at a drug rehab facility.

“Our Cabell County citizens are raising 

grandchildren when they should be en-

joying retirement,” Sobonya said. “It’s a 

lifetime commitment. And when they get 

older and die, who’s going to care for these 

children?”

• • •

The drug distributors aren’t just trying to 

block West Virginians with fi rst-hand ex-

perience dealing with the fallout from the 

opioid crisis. If they have their way, you 

also won’t be hearing from one of their 

own - McKesson’s former regulatory af-

fairs director, David B. Gustin - at the up-

coming trial.

The companies are seeking to screen off  

evidence about Gustin’s guilty plea, con-

viction and sentencing in October. 

Gustin struck a plea deal with federal 

prosecutors, admitting he failed to report 

a Kentucky pharmacy’s extraordinarily 

large and suspicious orders of prescription 

pain pills. McKesson kept delivering pain-

killers to the drugstore, even after Drug 

Enforcement Administration agents sent 

the company a subpoena about the phar-

macy and questioned Gustin.

The distributors have argued that Gust-

in’s conviction was “inadmissible hearsay” 

based on “unproven charges,” according to 

court documents 

The City of Huntington and Cabell 

County want to present details of Gustin’s 

criminal prosecution at the trial. 

Gustin, who worked at McKesson for 21 

years, was responsible for stopping power-

ful painkillers from being diverted to the 

black market in 15 states, including West 

Virginia. He oversaw McKesson’s ware-

house in Washington Court House, Ohio, 

which shipped pain medications to Cabell 

County and Southern West Virginia. 

As regulatory aff airs director - a job 

which court documents fi led by his lawyer 

argue Gustin wasn’t qualifi ed for - Gust-

in’s duties included setting monthly limits 

on the number of painkillers pharmacies 

could order. McKesson frequently raised 

those caps after pharmacy owners com-

plained. 

In March 2019, Gustin was indicted 

on felony charges that he conspired with 

others to illegally distribute the painkillers 

oxycodone and hydrocodone, as well as 

an anti-anxiety medication. After agreeing 

to plead guilty to a lesser misdemeanor 

charge, he was sentenced to two years of 

probation.

Gustin left the company in 2016. He’s 

now retired.

“The past 18 or so months have been a 

living nightmare for him and his family,” 

Gustin’s lawyer to a federal judge in court 

documents. “Undoubtedly, this prosecu-

tion has sent shockwaves through many 

corporate compliance departments. The 

message has been sent.” 

The lawyer did not respond to a request 

for comment last week.

• • •

Connie Priddy is the program coordina-

tor for the Huntington opioid Quick Re-

sponse Team.

 The program, run in conjunction with 

Cabell County EMS, aims to re-establish 

contact with people who have had suspect-

ed overdoses within 24 hours to 72 hours 

of their call to 911.

“It’s like a check-in,” Priddy said. “Just 

to say ‘hey, we’re here for you. And there 

are treatment options when you’re ready.’ ”

Her job has connected her with health 

care workers across the country, and 

placed her on panels in Washington, DC, 

where she’s presented on the model that 

Huntington has used in its fi ght against the 

opioid epidemic and worked to help others 

start the same in their own communities.

A big part of the job is data collection - 

creating new ways for EMS workers to re-

cord suspected overdoses, even if the call 

to 911 was made for something diff erent. 

And Priddy likes data. During her deposi-

tion in Huntington last summer, she made 

that clear. 

It’s the personal stories, Priddy told 

Mountain State Spotlight, that the drug 

companies want to hush at trial.

“I think that what the pharmaceutical 

companies don’t want to hear is that it’s 

not just a few individuals that have some 

kind of moral failing,” Priddy said. “I think 

it’s so easy to say, you know, Huntington 

deserved this, these people made a choice. 

But it can be anyone.”

Priddy, a Huntington native, has spent 

her entire life in the city. She has watched 

Huntington change before her eyes, as pills 

poured in and people were left behind.

Before she helped establish the overdose 

response team, she spent 30 years working 

on the frontline as a health care worker, 

mostly as a helicopter nurse. Priddy has 

seen a lot of trauma, responding to the re-

gion’s most critical calls. It’s a day in the 

late 2000s that sticks with her the most.

“In one day, I fl ew three separate people. 

One had an amputated hand, another was a 

transplant patient, and the third had a heart 

attack. Three separate issues,” said Priddy, 

who was assigned with taking down medi-

cal histories during the fl ights.

The common thread?

“All three of those individuals told me 

they were on 160 milligrams of OxyCon-

tin,” Priddy said. “None of these people, 

from my perspective, had chronic pain… 

but somebody was prescribing it for them. 

It was part of their medical history. It was 

legal.”

And that, says Priddy, is where this crisis 

began. In the years that followed, as pre-

scriptions dried up, people turned to what 

they could aff ord: heroin.

“You know, the pharmaceutical compa-

nies don’t want anybody to speak about 

that. I was there on the front lines the 

whole time. I saw it,” Priddy said. 

“They don’t want you to know that it’s 

real people. Where you see these individ-

uals today is not where they started out. 

You see them walking in the street, you see 

them homeless. 

“You didn’t see them years ago, when 

they were a little girl swinging in her back-

yard,” she continued. “They don’t want 

you to see that. They want you to see these 

individuals that seem so dark and fl awed, 

and think that they somehow created this 

themselves. That’s just not true.”
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HELP WANTED
FULL AND PART 
TIME-MOTEL. Essential 
Duties: This position is 
responsible for the follow-
ing: Clean units: removing 
trash and dirty linin, vacu-
uming, dusting, cleaning 
bathrooms, making beds, 
washing windows. Educa-
tion: High School diploma. 
Experience is preferred. 
This position is required 
for days, weekends and 
holidays.  Approximately 
35 hours weekly. Veterans 
and Seniors encouraged. 
Non-smokers only. Com-
pensation commensurate 
with ability. Contact Mrs. 
H. at 304-646-3001.

PART-T IME, L IVE-IN 
CAREGIVER NEEDED 
for elderly gentleman in 
exchange for small com-
pensation and upstairs 
suite. Location: small 
cabin home located on 

mountain of Brushy Flats. 
Please contact his daugh-
ter Grace for more details. 
904-588-5341.

SERVICES
EXTERIOR SERVICES: 
yard work, clean-ups, 
landscaping services, 
brush removal. Free esti-
mates. Licensed and in-
sured. Call 304-661-3655. 
WV 2350-8263

FOR SALE  
HAY, SQUARE BALES. 
Paint Bank, VA. Call or text 
304-667-4753. 

OFFICE DOWNSIZ-
ING SALE: Xerox 7232 
WORKCENTER, Trade 
Show Booth-very good 
condition, 8x10 black fab-
ric, can be used full size 
or as table top, options, 
rounded corner panels 
and center table for liter-

ature, adhere graphics 
with Velcro, hard locking 
shipping case, shipping 
cartons, 6 cube to 24 cube 
assorted rectangular sta-
tionery and offi  ce supplies. 
Research and PVD Mate-
rials, 396 Feamster Road, 
Lewisburg. 304-520-4667 
or 973-223-1057.

1990 FORD F-350 MO-
TOR HOME in good con-
dition. Call 304-646-8785. 

FOR SALE: Door-2ft x 
6ft 8in with animal door & 
doorknob. $15 Call (304) 
445-7700

 HEALTH/MEDICAL
UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

ATTENTION MEDICARE CUSTOM-
ERS WITH DIABETES? You may 
qualify to get a new CGM Monitoring 
system at little to no cost you. Call for 
24/7 FREE details. 855-544-5261

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258

SAVE ON MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT 
INSURANCE! Get a FAST and FREE 
Rate Quote from Medicare.com. No 
Cost! No Obligation! Compare Quotes 
from Major Insurance Cos. Operators 
Standing By. CALL 1-866-242-1621

MEDICAL-GRADE HEARING AIDS for 
LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered. 
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art fea-
tures & no audiologist needed.  Try it 
RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL 1-888-
701-4595

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-
TION! World Health Link. Price Match 
Guarantee! Prescriptions Required. 
CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free Price 

Quote. 1-866-701-7921 Call Now!

UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO INJU-
RY OR ILLNESS? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disability At-
torneys! FREE Evaluation. Local At-
torneys Nationwide 1-844-448-0317 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]  

INTERNET/TV
AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus 
taxes for 12 months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions ap-
ply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 
2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 
1-855-656-0296

DIRECTV - Every live football game, 
every Sunday - anywhere - on your 
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-844-373-2749

FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premi-
um movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! 
Call 1-844-373-2749

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 

Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest 
Internet. 100 MB per second speed. 
Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-
659-9619

MISCELLANEOUS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-844-901-2301  Spe-
cial financing for qualified customers.

THINKING ABOUT installing a new 
shower? American Standard makes it 
easy. FREE design consultation. Enjoy 
your shower again! Call 1-833-385-
1415 today to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/wvps

GIVE THE GIFT OF DELICIOUS OR-
ANGES fresh from the grove!  Four 
unique varieties. Twenty delicious or-
anges. LIMITED TIME OFFER. Only 
$19.99 ( $5.99 s/h per box). Call Hale 
Groves  1-855-548-0380. Mention item 
#487 and code HMVH-N203  or visit 
www.halegroves.com/A12205

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off and 0% financing 
for those who qualify. PLUS Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-295-
2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

If You Only Use It 
Once A Year...

Why Not Rent It 
Once A Year?

152 N. SENECA TRAIL
FAIRLEA, WV

304-645-7326

Y O l U

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.

All Utilities Included. 
On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Regardless of Age.
,

Robert’s Tree Service

Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties

STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
(304) 661-4086

Roberts’ Tree Service

HELP WANTED FOR SALE

*Savings shown over aggregated single 
item base price. Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts 
must ship with #66762 Standard S&H 
will be added. While supplies last. Other 
restrictions may apply. Expires 1/31/21. 
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc.

ORDER NOW! 1.888.918.7207 ask for 66762FSJ
www.OmahaSteaks.com/dinner236

THE BUTCHER’S DELUXE PACKAGE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
8 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
8 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
8 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes
8 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Steak Seasoning (1 oz.)
$298.87* separately

INTRODUCTORY PRICE $129.99

FREE PORK CHOPS & 
CHICKEN BREASTS
Get even more for the 

holidays when you buy 

this package today!

Embrace the warmth of family and create

oments  

HOLIDAYPERFECT 

Guaranteed, modified whole life coverage from Physicians  
Life Insurance Company that’s affordable and easy to get.

Final Expenses

Call for a FREE Information Kit.

1-888-217-5559
www.life55plus.info/wv

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN).6238

Liberty Tax in Lewisburg has an 

For more information please call 304-992-7216 
and ask for Mark.
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-901-2301 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

(2019-S-00000011 - Greenbrier County - JAMES A FACEMIRE)
To: HAMBRICK ANNETTE L, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, 

subject property.
You will take notice that JAMES A FACEMIRE, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the follow-

ANNETTE L, and for which the tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Greenbrier County at the sale 

2021, will be as follows:

to March 31, 2021. 

interest to March 31, 2021. 

to March 31, 2021.

The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Greenbrier County.

The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.
You may redeem at any time before March 31, 2021, by paying the above total 

less any unearned interest.

County Collections Division
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

L E G A L

ADVERTISEMENT MR-34-BR
Notice is hereby given that QUINWOOD COAL COMPANY LLC, PO BOX 190, 5363 Leivasy 

Road, LEIVASY, WV 26676, has submitted an application for reissuance of Article 11/WVNPDES 
Permit No. WV0066150 to the Department of Environmental Protection, 1159 Nick Rahall Green-
way, Fayetteville, WV 25840 in order to discharge drainage from an existing refuse disposal facility 
and haulroad operations in the Sewell seam/mineral bed. The operation will discharge treated storm 
water into an unnamed tributary of Meadow Creek and Meadow Creek of Meadow River of Gauley 
River and is located 0.6 miles, southwest of Leslie in Meadow Bluff District of Greenbrier County, 
Longitude 80o 44’ 06” and Latitude 38o 02’ 25” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map).

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking Information on private surface water in-
takes for human consumption located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream 
of this operation. Please provide your name, phone number, mailing address, the name of the stream 
being with the intake, and the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be submitted 
to the address above.

limitations ensure compliance with water quality criteria for all designated uses. Where applicable, a 
full Tier 2 anti-degradation review has been conducted.

Comments on the Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding 
the Article 11/NPDES application shall be tn writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state 
the nature of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. Such written comments or requests 
should be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above, and must 
also reference the Article 11/NPDES permit number shown above. Comments received by February 
8, 2021, or thirty (30) days from date of publication, will be considered. A copy of the Article 11/
WVNPDES application, draft permit, rational page, and fact sheet (if required) will be available for 

the address above.
DEP Telephone No. 304-574-4465  Article 11/NPDES Permit No. WV0066150

L E G A L

ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that Princess Polly Anna & JCT Enterprises, LLC, PO BOX 886, LEWISBURG, 

WV 24901, has submitted an application with the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, 
(WVDEP) 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, West Virginia, 25840 for a Phase I release on Permit 
Number S-3011-16 for the following increments:

Increment No. 2  13.14 acres
Increment No. 7  22.00 acres
The permit is located in Meadow Bluff District of Greenbrier County, 3.5 miles southeast of Quinwood 

on unnamed tributaries of/and Mill Creek and unnamed tributaries of/and Big Clear Creek of Meadow 
River of Gauley River of Kanawha River.

requesting release of sixty (60) percent of the reclamation performance bond for the above increments, cur-
rently in the amount of $112,240.00 Written comments will be received at the WVDEP address until March 
1, 2021 or thirty (30) days from date of .

L E G A L

Equipment for Sale
AGCO Finance LLC will offer the following repossessed equipment 

tax. Equipment: MF 1736L TRACTOR/LOADER S/N M17360GJJ-
44202BH BH5 ROTARY CUTTER S/N 1HCHR1163401183. Date of 
sale: 01/13/2021.

-
out warranty. Final sale of equipment will be contingent upon winning 
bidder meeting all applicable federal and state regulatory require-

-

L E G A L

NRCTC is launching a new 
LPN to RN bridge program 

in Lewisburg for 2021
New River Community and Tech-

nical College is accepting appli-

cations for the college’s new LPN 

to RN associate of applied science 

bridge program in Lewisburg start-

ing in January 2021.

“We have worked diligently to es-

tablish this program in Greenbrier 

County to meet the need for regis-

tered nurses,” said College President 

Dr. Bonny Copenhaver. “The addi-

tion of the RN bridge program ex-

pands the nursing off erings that we 

are able to provide, as we currently 

off er the practical nursing certifi cate 

program at our campuses in Beaver, 

Lewisburg and Summersville.”

The intensive 16-month hybrid 

program will meet at the college’s 

Greenbrier Valley Campus three 

days a week from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

New classes will begin annually in 

both January and August.

The LPN to RN bridge program is 

designed for LPNs with unencum-

bered licenses. Students interested 

in applying must fi rst apply to New 

River CTC for general admission. 

Registration for the spring 2021 

semester is currently underway at 

New River CTC.

For information on the LPN to 

RN bridge program, email rn-pro-

gram@newriver.edu. For general 

information about New River CTC, 

visit www.newriver.edu, email ad-

missions@newriver.edu or call 866-

349-3739. 

Free Virtual Beekeeping Classes 
to Kick Off in January

The Appalachian 

Beekeeping Collective 

(ABC) is excited to an-

nounce several free bee-

keeping classes starting 

in January of 2021. All 

classes will be delivered 

online, and open to the 

general public.

Is Beekeeping Right 

for You? is a one-hour 

general overview of bee-

keeping taught by ABC 

beekeeping staff , with a 

Q&A after the presenta-

tion. There is a session 

on Tuesday, Jan. 5, and 

Thursday, Jan. 14, at 6:30 

p.m.

ABC will also be of-

fering two series of its 

free, fi ve-week introduc-

tory beekeeping course, 

Beekeeping 101. Series 

1 begins Tuesday, Jan-

uary 19 at 6:30 PM and 

Series 2 begins Monday, 

February 8 at 6:30 PM, 

with both series covering 

the same comprehensive 

content. Beekeeping 101 

is also a prerequisite for 

becoming a partner with 

ABC in 2021. ABC part-

ners receive assistance 

with startup bees and 

equipment as well as on-

going mentoring support 

through the year. This 

could be you! ABC’s 

partners program current-

ly works with over 100 

beekeepers in 8 southern 

WV counties and 5 south-

west VA counties.

Interested attendees 

in any of these class-

es can register on the 

ABC website (www.ap-

pheadwaters.org/upcom-

ing-classes), or on ABC’s 

Facebook events page 

(www.facebook.com/ap-

palbeecollective). 

The Appalachian 

Beekeeping Collective 

(ABC) is a group of bee-

keepers, scientists, and 

educators committed to 

making beekeeping sus-

tainable in our region, 

and developing oppor-

tunities in sustainable 

beekeeping. For more 

information, visit ABC’s 

website (http://apphead-

waters.org/beekeeping/) 

or Facebook page (@ap-

palbeecollective).
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-901-2301 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

(2019-S-00000011 - Greenbrier County - JAMES A FACEMIRE)
To: HAMBRICK ANNETTE L, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, 

subject property.
You will take notice that JAMES A FACEMIRE, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the follow-

ANNETTE L, and for which the tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Greenbrier County at the sale 

2021, will be as follows:

to March 31, 2021. 

interest to March 31, 2021. 

to March 31, 2021.

The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Greenbrier County.

The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.
You may redeem at any time before March 31, 2021, by paying the above total 

less any unearned interest.

County Collections Division
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

L E G A L

ADVERTISEMENT MR-34-BR
Notice is hereby given that QUINWOOD COAL COMPANY LLC, PO BOX 190, 5363 Leivasy 

Road, LEIVASY, WV 26676, has submitted an application for reissuance of Article 11/WVNPDES 
Permit No. WV0066150 to the Department of Environmental Protection, 1159 Nick Rahall Green-
way, Fayetteville, WV 25840 in order to discharge drainage from an existing refuse disposal facility 
and haulroad operations in the Sewell seam/mineral bed. The operation will discharge treated storm 
water into an unnamed tributary of Meadow Creek and Meadow Creek of Meadow River of Gauley 
River and is located 0.6 miles, southwest of Leslie in Meadow Bluff District of Greenbrier County, 
Longitude 80o 44’ 06” and Latitude 38o 02’ 25” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map).

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking Information on private surface water in-
takes for human consumption located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream 
of this operation. Please provide your name, phone number, mailing address, the name of the stream 
being with the intake, and the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be submitted 
to the address above.

limitations ensure compliance with water quality criteria for all designated uses. Where applicable, a 
full Tier 2 anti-degradation review has been conducted.

Comments on the Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding 
the Article 11/NPDES application shall be tn writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state 
the nature of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. Such written comments or requests 
should be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above, and must 
also reference the Article 11/NPDES permit number shown above. Comments received by February 
8, 2021, or thirty (30) days from date of publication, will be considered. A copy of the Article 11/
WVNPDES application, draft permit, rational page, and fact sheet (if required) will be available for 

the address above.
DEP Telephone No. 304-574-4465  Article 11/NPDES Permit No. WV0066150

L E G A L

ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that Princess Polly Anna & JCT Enterprises, LLC, PO BOX 886, LEWISBURG, 

WV 24901, has submitted an application with the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, 
(WVDEP) 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, West Virginia, 25840 for a Phase I release on Permit 
Number S-3011-16 for the following increments:

Increment No. 2  13.14 acres
Increment No. 7  22.00 acres
The permit is located in Meadow Bluff District of Greenbrier County, 3.5 miles southeast of Quinwood 

on unnamed tributaries of/and Mill Creek and unnamed tributaries of/and Big Clear Creek of Meadow 
River of Gauley River of Kanawha River.

requesting release of sixty (60) percent of the reclamation performance bond for the above increments, cur-
rently in the amount of $112,240.00 Written comments will be received at the WVDEP address until March 
1, 2021 or thirty (30) days from date of .

L E G A L

Equipment for Sale
AGCO Finance LLC will offer the following repossessed equipment 

tax. Equipment: MF 1736L TRACTOR/LOADER S/N M17360GJJ-
44202BH BH5 ROTARY CUTTER S/N 1HCHR1163401183. Date of 
sale: 01/13/2021.

-
out warranty. Final sale of equipment will be contingent upon winning 
bidder meeting all applicable federal and state regulatory require-

-

L E G A L

NRCTC is launching a new 
LPN to RN bridge program 

in Lewisburg for 2021
New River Community and Tech-

nical College is accepting appli-

cations for the college’s new LPN 

to RN associate of applied science 

bridge program in Lewisburg start-

ing in January 2021.

“We have worked diligently to es-

tablish this program in Greenbrier 

County to meet the need for regis-

tered nurses,” said College President 

Dr. Bonny Copenhaver. “The addi-

tion of the RN bridge program ex-

pands the nursing off erings that we 

are able to provide, as we currently 

off er the practical nursing certifi cate 

program at our campuses in Beaver, 

Lewisburg and Summersville.”

The intensive 16-month hybrid 

program will meet at the college’s 

Greenbrier Valley Campus three 

days a week from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

New classes will begin annually in 

both January and August.

The LPN to RN bridge program is 

designed for LPNs with unencum-

bered licenses. Students interested 

in applying must fi rst apply to New 

River CTC for general admission. 

Registration for the spring 2021 

semester is currently underway at 

New River CTC.

For information on the LPN to 

RN bridge program, email rn-pro-

gram@newriver.edu. For general 

information about New River CTC, 

visit www.newriver.edu, email ad-

missions@newriver.edu or call 866-

349-3739. 

L E G A L
Public Notice is hereby given that the Greenbrier County Board of 

Zoning Appeals will conduct a Public Hearing on Tuesday, February 
2, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Floor Courtroom of the Greenbrier 
County Courthouse. This meeting will also be held virtually by Zoom 
and we will ask for the public to attend virtually to meet the COVID 
guidelines.

Time: Feb 2, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/94784566510?pwd=amp3VjVmcmIPMXVDOH

NtT1JBaVdSUT09
Meeting ID: 947 8456 6510
Passcode: 016511
One tap mobile
929-205-6099 US (New York)

PUBLIC HEARING 1: The Board will consider the request and ap-
plication of Donna Ayash for a Special Exception from the Greenbrier 
County Zoning Ordinance. The appellant requests permission for a 
small wedding venue and events at 2788 Rich Hollow Rd., Lewisburg. 
The subject property is zoned Forest Recreation, located in the Fort 
Spring district, described in Deed Book 611 on Page 204 and shown 
on Tax Map 8 as Parcel 10.
This legal advertisement has been compiled from information submit-
ted by the Appellant. Accuracy of submitted information is the respon-
sibility of the Appellant. The Board of Zoning Appeals is not respon-
sible for errors and omissions in this legal advertisement as a result of 
erroneous or inaccurate information submitted by the Appellant. The 
petition is available for public review at the Board of Zoning Appeals 

urged to attend the meeting or send written comments to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals, 912 Court Street N, Lewisburg, West Virginia 24901.
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Anderson to guide Fantastic Ekphrastic 
workshop through New River

New River CTC holds 
spring registration events

SCHOOLSCHOOL

Greenbrier Valley chapter of research 
society wins international award

The Greenbrier Valley 

chapter of the scientifi c 

research honor society 

Sigma Xi, which current-

ly includes 16 students at 

the West Virginia School 

of Osteopathic Medicine 

(WVSOM) as associate 

members, received the 

second-place award as a 

Chapter of Excellence for 

the year ending June 30, 

2020, out of all chapters 

internationally

The award is given 

based on exceptional 

chapter activity, innova-

tive programming and 

community leadership. 

Nominees are chosen by 

regional and constituen-

cy directors of Sigma Xi 

based on chapter annu-

al reports. Winners are 

selected by the organi-

zation’s Committee on 

Qualifi cations and Mem-

bership.

Brian Griffi  th, Ph.D., a 

vice president of the lo-

cal chapter and a member 

of WVSOM’s biomedi-

cal sciences faculty, said 

the award is Sigma Xi’s 

most prestigious chapter 

award.

“It’s wonderful to re-

ceive this award and to 

have been nominated as 

one of the top chapters 

in the world,” Griffi  th 

said. “It’s a great honor 

for WVSOM and for the 

Greenbrier Valley chap-

ter.”

Sigma Xi’s Greenbrier 

Valley chapter is head-

quartered at WVSOM 

and serves individuals 

and institutions in the 

southern and eastern re-

gions of West Virginia 

and adjacent Virginia, 

including Lewisburg, 

Beckley, Charleston and 

Princeton, W.Va., as well 

as Covington, Va.

A total of 47 WVSOM 

students have been in-

ducted into the Green-

brier Valley chapter as 

associate members in the 

past 10 years. The school 

has contributed to sev-

en of Sigma Xi’s annual 

Southern West Virginia 

Regional Middle School 

Science Fairs, in addi-

tion to research seminar 

lunches and presenta-

tions by Sigma Xi distin-

guished lecturers. Most 

recently, the chapter 

hosted a November pre-

sentation by Dr. Agustin 

Fuentes, a lecturer and a 

writer for National Geo-

graphic, titled “The Cre-

ative Species: Imagina-

tion and Collaboration in 

Human Evolution.”

Larry Davis, Ph.D., 

a WVSOM professor 

emeritus, is president of 

the Greenbrier Valley 

chapter. He said the orga-

nization’s members enjoy 

working with WVSOM 

in pursuit of goals that 

benefi t both institutions 

and the public at large.

“Sigma Xi is an ad-

vocate for quality scien-

tifi c research, and seeks 

to increase everyone’s 

awareness of science,” 

Davis said. “Together, 

our chapter, along with 

WVSOM and its medical 

students, have presented 

an enormous number of 

scientifi c outreach ac-

tivities for children and 

adults.”

WVSOM is one of only 

two osteopathic medical 

schools affi  liated with 

Sigma Xi, whose mission 

is to enhance the health 

of the research enterprise, 

foster integrity in science 

and engineering, and pro-

mote the public’s under-

standing of science for 

the purpose of improving 

the human condition. The 

organization was estab-

lished in 1886 and has 

chapters across the U.S. 

and in other countries.

Expand your creative writing 

skills in 2021 in New River Commu-

nity and Technical College’s “Fan-

tastic Ekphrastic” writing workshop 

with author Belinda Anderson. The 

four-week class will begin Jan. 26, 

2021 and be off ered by conference 

call. 

“Winter is a great time for creative 

writing,” Anderson explained. “You 

can stay snug at home and attend the 

writing workshop either via an in-

ternet conference call connection, or 

using your land line telephone – no 

high-speed internet is required.”

The conference ca writing work-

shop debuted in the fall, with good 

reviews. Student Peggy Debnam 

wrote that attending from home was 

one of the best aspects of the class.

“I had all my resources in front 

of me, which made it very relax-

ing. Relaxing and stimulating at the 

same time,” Debnam said.

“Fantastic Ekphrastic” takes a tra-

ditional creative writing device and 

expands it to help advance writers 

of all experience levels. Writers can 

experiment in the genres of fi ction, 

nonfi ction and poetry or focus on 

one mode.

The workshop will be held on 

Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. The 

conference calls will include lecture, 

with time for questions and partici-

pant sharing, and group e-mail fol-

low-up as needed.

“I fi nd the sound of someone’s 

voice on the telephone the next best 

thing to conversing in person,” An-

derson said. “Plus, there’s the bene-

fi t of being able to have that conver-

sation while wearing sweats. If you 

want to wear your pajamas during 

class, go for it.”

The word ekphrasis derives from 

the Greek rhetorical exercise of de-

scribing art, real or imagined. From 

the Poetry Foundation: “a notable 

example is ‘Ode on a Grecian Urn,’ 

in which the poet John Keats spec-

ulates on the identity of the lovers 

who appear to dance and play mu-

sic, simultaneously frozen in time 

and in perpetual motion.”

Johannes Vermeer’s painting ti-

tled “Girl with a Pearl Earring” 

inspired author Tracy Chevalier 

to write a historical novel creat-

ing imagined circumstances for the 

painter and the model. The novel, in 

turn, inspired a play and a fi lm.

 “The act of ekphrasis sharpens 

your descriptive abilities, which 

benefi ts you in all types of writing,” 

Anderson said. “As the workshop 

progresses, you’ll develop the abil-

ity to see how any type of object can 

add an important element to your 

work.”

Tuition for the class is $75, and 

the registration deadline is Jan. 14. 

Participants will be emailed the 

conference call number and access 

codes after registering for the class.

“All you have to do is call a num-

ber, enter the access codes you’ll be 

given, and then you’ll be connected 

to the group. It’s that easy,” Ander-

son explained.

For college information or to reg-

ister visit www.newriver.edu/com-

munity or contact Gloria Kincaid 

(304-793-6101, gkincaid@newriv-

er.edu).

Learn more about Anderson and 

her work online at http://www.Be-

lindaAnderson.com

New River CTC’s Workforce 

Education Division provides com-

munity education classes and em-

ployable educational opportunities 

including noncredit courses, work-

force development programs and 

customized training.

Registration is underway at New River Community 

and Technical College for spring classes starting Jan.19, 

2021, and campus events are planned to help students 

register for classes.

“New River CTC’s Campus Connect events give 

both our current and new students an opportunity to 

come to campus, talk to our faculty and staff  and reg-

ister for spring classes,” explained Executive Director 

for Institutional Advancement and the New River CTC 

Foundation Michael Green.

Campus Connect events are scheduled from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. at the Mercer County Campus in Princeton on 

Jan. 5; the Nicholas County Campus in Summersville 

on Jan. 7; the Greenbrier Valley Campus in Lewisburg 

on Jan. 11 and the Raleigh County Campus in Beaver on 

Jan. 14. Those interested in attending can register for the 

events online at www.newriver.edu/campus-connect/. 

Masks are required in all New River CTC buildings.

More than 40 of New River CTC’s degree and certif-

icate programs qualify for free tuition through the West 

Virginia Invests grant program, and the college is cur-

rently accepting new students. Cosmetology, cyber se-

curity and welding will have new class starts in January.

For the spring 2021 semester New River CTC will 

continue off ering web enhanced face-to-face classes us-

ing Zoom video conferencing, online classes and face-

to-face lab classes for technical, nursing, allied health 

and EMS programs.

Registration for the spring semester will continue 

through Jan.15, 2021. Visit www.newriver.edu, email 

admissions@newriver.edu or call 1-866-349-3739 for 

more information about New River CTC. 

Berea releases fall 
2020 Dean’s List

More than 509 Berea College students were named 

to the fall 2020 Dean’s List. A student is named to 

the Dean’s List who achieves a GPA of 3.4 or higher 

while passing at least four total credits, a course load 

equivalent to 16 semester hours.

Mickaela Reed of Ronceverte and Peter Soukup of 

Gap Mills were both named to the Dean’s List. 

Berea, the fi rst interracial and coeducational col-

lege in the South, focuses on learning, labor, and 

service. Supported by Berea’s No-Tuition Promise, 

Berea College admits only academically promising 

students with limited economic resources, primarily 

from Appalachia. All students must work 10 hours 

or more weekly, earning money for books, room and 

board. The College’s motto “God has made of one 

blood all peoples of the earth,” speaks to its inclusive 

character, and the quality of its programs ensures that 

graduates from Berea go on to distinguish themselves 

and the College in many fi elds.

Wesleyan celebrates 
December 2020 graduates, 
conducts virtual 
commencement exercises

West Virginia Wesleyan College (WVWC) conduct-

ed virtual commencement exercises on Tuesday, Dec. 

8 to celebrate its December 2020 graduates, which is 

composed of 33 undergraduate and graduate students.

“We are excited to celebrate the achievements of our 

December 2020 graduates,” said WVWC President 

Joel Thierstein. “We look forward to hearing about all 

the wonderful directions they will go in their lives.”

West Virginia Wesleyan will confer undergraduate 

and graduate degrees to 33 Wesleyan students via 

Zoom on Tuesday, December 8. The December 2020 

graduating class comprises 26 students from West Vir-

ginia, two from Maryland, one from North Carolina, 

one from Pennsylvania, one from Virginia, one from 

Colorado and one international student from Spain.

Local December 2020 graduates are as follows:

• Letha Little (Lewisburg, WV), Master of Science 

in Nursing

• Haley Roberts (Renick, WV), Bachelor of Arts in 

Elementary Education - Cum Laude

• Jessica Schoolcraft (Renick, WV), Master of Sci-

ence in Nursing

Matthew Weintraub named 
to D&E President’s List

Matthew Weintraub of 

Lewisburg, a student at 

Davis & Elkins College, 

has been named to the 

president’s list for the fall 

2020 semester. The presi-

dent’s list includes all full-

time students with a 4.0 

GPA for the semester.

Related to the Presby-

terian Church (U.S.A.), 

Davis & Elkins College 

is located in Elkins, West 

Virginia, 2 hours east of 

Charleston, 3 hours south 

of Pittsburgh and 4 hours 

west of Washington, DC. 

For more information, 

please visit the College 

website at www.dewv.

edu.

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E

FOUR SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM:

the county alone. After the video, an in-

vestigation was announced by the depart-

ment, with representatives from the hotel 

and the health department pinpointing 

areas of concern and reviewing all of the 

guidelines.

The video also drew the concern of lo-

cal reps, such as a statement from Senator 

Stephen Baldwin.

“In the last 10 months, there have been 

too many social gatherings which violat-

ed guidelines. Just look at our infection 

rates…. The video on social media of a 

party at The Greenbrier is upsetting. Be-

cause it showed a violation of guidelines. 

Because it puts the community at risk. Be-

cause it runs counter to the work the task 

force and the hotel do every week to keep 

local folks safe. Because we are all equals 

and we all must follow the guidelines the 

same or else we are all at risk. We can’t be 

having large groups like that or else these 

high infection rates will just continue.”

He also noted that calling out specifi c 

businesses in this way often doesn’t help 

get them to come onboard to follow the 

guidelines. Noting that The Greenbrier is 

part of the Greater Greenbrier COVID-19 

Task Force, he called for unity and for 

people to remain safe.

“I’ve never, though, thrown a single lo-

cal entity who failed to follow guidelines 

under the bus publicly,” Baldwin said. 

“Especially those who are on our task 

force, know they’ve made a mistake, and 

pledge to be better. We are all in this to-

gether, so I make every eff ort to stay posi-

tive. …  This video is indicative of a larger 

issue we face right now. People are tired 

of living like this. They are hosting and 

attending parties. Churches are allowing 

singing and large groups. Businesses are 

looking the other way on masks. We must 

stay strong until we fi nish the race. This is 

a marathon, and we have many miles to 

go.”

Video cont. from Page 3




