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State vaccine registration system 
replaces Greenbrier County hotline

With the launch of a statewide regis-
tration system for the COVID-19 vac-
cine by West Virginia’s Department of 
Health and Human Resources (DHHR), 
the hotline previously established by the 
Greenbrier County Health Department in 
partnership with the West Virginia School 
of Osteopathic Medicine (WVSOM) has 
been closed.

Instead of using the Greenbrier County 
hotline, area residents who want to be 
placed on a waitlist to receive the vaccine 
should use the statewide system by call-
ing 833-734-0965 or visiting vaccination.
wv.gov.

Julian Levine, director of community 
engagement for WVSOM’s Center for 
Rural and Community Health (CRCH), 
said the statewide registration system 
took effect at 8 a.m. on Jan. 25.

“We stopped accepting voicemails on 
the hotline at 4 p.m., Jan. 22. We will at-
tempt to call those who left voicemails 
before that time, and anybody our team 
contacted over the weekend was given 
the option of being put in the database we 
are providing to the state or adding them-
selves to the state system,” Levine said. 
“As of 8 a.m. Monday, we stopped adding 
callers to our database.”

The statewide COVID-19 vaccine reg-

istration system offers West Virginians 
the ability to preregister, receive real-
time updates on vaccine availability and 
schedule an appointment to be vaccinated 
when supplies allow. Levine explained 
that the Greenbrier County hotline was 
closed because it is critical to route ev-
eryone who has not already registered to 
the statewide system.

“The state system is the single best 
place to register for a vaccine moving 
forward,” Levine said. “All local and re-
gional health departments’ waitlists will 
be merged with the state system, which 
will allow for a better coordinated vac-
cine rollout. West Virginia already leads 
the nation in vaccine distribution, and 
the establishment of this system keeps us 
ahead of the curve nationally.”

Levine said that individuals who called 
the Greenbrier County hotline, spoke to a 
representative and had their information 
entered into the system will have their in-
formation merged into the state system. 
Those who called the Greenbrier County 
hotline but have not yet received a re-
sponse should use the statewide system.

In a press release, DHHR Cabinet Sec-
retary Bill Crouch said West Virginia 
Gov. Jim Justice called for a single sys-

Odds and ends emerge during Rudy’s renovations

Alderson Town Council 
continues discussions 
over possible new 
elementary school location

By Bobby Bordelon
Discussions on converting the Alderson Community 

Center to be the new Alderson Elementary School were 
held between the Alderson Town Council and Green-
brier County Board of Education during the Thursday, 
Jan. 14, council meeting, with a proposed memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) considered.

The project would require the town to deed the com-
munity center to the board of education.

“That is the parcel that includes the white house be-
side the elementary school, the playground area, and 
does further clear up the issue of who actually owns the 
football fi eld,” explained Mayor Travis Copenhaver. 
“The deed … is basically take that corner of the prop-
erty, divide it, and deed that to the municipality. The 
municipality will then deed them the entire community 
center area.”

Copenhaver also noted the town will be getting a few 
buildings in return, but wanted to be sure the deal is in 
writing should either the town elect a new council or the 
county new Board of Education members, citing previ-
ous issues with “handshake” deals. 

“This is a unique position to be in because we’re not 
going to make a huge profi t,” Copenhaver said. “We’re 
going to profi t by this exchange in that we’re getting a 
decent few buildings to compensate for the one we’ve 
kept up, that you guys have kept up. … It’s an opportu-
nity for us both to benefi t.”

Council approved Copenhaver to sign the memoran-

Meadow River Rail Trail wins 
$1.8M grant, Ford announced 
to County Commission

By Bobby Bordelon
As renovations come to the Rudy’s building in Ronce-

verte, the old apartments upstairs and commercial spac-
es downstairs have unearthed a few things that show 
Greenbrier County life in the past century.

Chris and Jorge Rodriguez-Stanley, who bought the 
building last year, found a collection of odd trinkets and 
objects in broken cabinets, drawers, and the walls them-
selves.

The fi nds include a clipping from what appears to be a 
1916 Greenbrier Independent, featuring an obituary and 
coverage of the vote for women’s suffrage, a postcard, 
a Horne’s Department Store hatbox, Japanese-imported 
and hand-painted light fi xtures, an adjustable casserole 
dish holder, a Perma Starch bottle, a 100-year-old glass 
towel rack, and more.

“You can still see the handwritten note on the back of 
the Thanksgiving postcard,” said Jorge. “You can make 
out on the stamp that it was sent in 1919 from Hinton to 
a Mrs. Cecil Burgess in Ronceverte. This was sent just 
fi ve months before the Spanish Flu pandemic came to an 
end. We found the postcard in a wall while we demoed 
one of the apartments. We almost threw it away, but 
Chris saw it in the plaster I was sweeping and saved it.”

The little collection also includes a glass container 
labeled “Greenbrier Prescription Druggists” dated Feb. 
23, 1965, with medication still inside.

“The pill bottle is fi lled with what we believe to be 
ferrous sulfate to help treat iron defi ciency. It was fi lled 
by the old pharmacy in the Rexall building,” Jorge said. 
“It was in one of the cabinets we were taking apart.”

The postcard and newspaper clipping have been 
submitted to the Greenbrier County Historical Soci-
ety for consideration. The historical society keeps one 
of the most complete sets of local newspaper archives 
in Greenbrier County. The rest of the items are being 
stored as the renovations continue.

“The Horne’s Department Store hat box is a fun fi nd 
that holds the rest of the treasures,” Jorge said. “The la-
bel has a partial address to a Shanklin living in Roncev-
erte. We are led to believe that the Shanklins once lived 
in the building and somehow left these possessions and 
might have been the last inhabitants.”

Sidewalk construction underway near Wal-Mart
By Sarah Richardson
Lewisburg is increasing in walkability with the con-

tinuation of sidewalk improvements and expansions 
along Route 219. New construction of sidewalk running 
from Silo Lane to Piercy Drive began mid-January and 
is expected to take 120 days to complete - weather per-
mitting.

Public Works Director Roger Pence said, “We are al-
most done with the work on 219 South and now it’s 219 
North.” He explained that while things may look like 
they are moving fast now, these updates have taken a 
long time to fi nalize.

“This project was planned roughly nine years ago,” he 
explained. “We got a traffi c enhancement grant through 
the Department of Highways, so it’s a state grant with 
federal support.”

The new sidewalk will be ADA compliant, and will 
connect to the sections of sidewalk already installed in 
front of Go Mart, MedExpress, Auto Zone, and Green-
brier Ford. Crossways will be painted at business en-
trances and roadway intersections. 

There is sidewalk already installed from downtown 

Lewisburg to the south side of Silo Lane, and this new 
stretch will connect with that to make it easier to reach 
the Wal-Mart and surrounding shopping areas on foot.  

“Overall, we can expect minimal traffi c congestion 
throughout this project,” said Pence. “Control staff will 
be out when needed, but for the most part they can stay 
out of the roadway.”

Pill bottle from 1965

Horne’s Department Store hatbox

Post card dated 1919

In the future, the pair hope to set up a small exhibit in 
the building to show off its history, but for now the items 
are being kept safe in the hatbox.

Construction was at a standstill during the Thurs-
day morning snowstorm, but is still expected to 
be completed within their 120 day estimate. dum on a few conditions, 

including that the town 
could use the building for 
special events, such as 
those around the Fourth 
of July, the building 
could continue to serve as 
the community shelter for 
emergencies, similar to 

By Bobby Bordelon
A joyous $1.8 million grant for the Meadow River 

Rail Trail was the highlight of the Tuesday, Jan. 26, 
Greenbrier County Commission meeting.

Project coordinator Matt Ford explained the project 
would have to be “reworded” after he received a letter 
from the Offi ce of Abandoned Mine Lands and Recla-
mation, part of the West Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection on Jan. 21.

“Our grant application for over $1.8 million has been 
approved and signed off by the governor,” said Ford. 
“[The fi nal] approval asks questions, and the specifi c 
dollar amount may change, [but it would be] a signifi -
cant injection of funds into that project.”

Although Ford was initially speaking before the com-
mission to utilize Department of Highways funds to do 
design work for a smaller part of the trail, the new infu-
sion of funds will allow for a larger look at the Phase 
3 section of the project, which begins in Rainelle and 
continues downriver.

“The agenda item was a grant the county received in 
2018 to design a two-mile section of the Meadow River 
Rail Trail. … The agreement is being tabled for now 
because I have an agreement for other sources of funds. 
… [The DEP grant] was written to complete the 6.4 mile 
phase three. At the time we wrote the application that’s 
all we thought we needed. That assumption has changed 
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LUCAS
Lucas is a one year 
old chow mix and 
weighs 40 pounds. 
This fl uff y guy has 
a handsome smile 
that is sure to win 
you over!
SKETCH
Sketch is a one 
year old domes  c 
medium hair and 
weighs 9 pounds. 
With his long ear 
tu  s and sweet 
face this guy won’t 
be here long!

These and other animals are available at the 
Greenbrier Humane Society, located at 151 Hol-
iday Lane off  of Rt. 90 West in Lewisburg. They 
are closed Sunday and Monday, and are open 
from 11 a.m. through 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday.

Their cat adop  on fee is $65 and covers 
spay/neuter surgery, fi rst ki  y vaccina  ons, 
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and 
fl ea treatment.

Their dog adop  on fee is $85 and covers 
spay/neuter surgery, fi rst dog vaccina  ons, 
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, fl ea 
bath and fl ea treatment.

They also off er dona  on-based spay/neu-
ter vouchers, and clinics are fi lled on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. They use a lot of vets 
in the area but the clinics fi ll up fast! Fill out 
an applica  on to help prevent animal over-
popula  on! Call 304-645-4775 for more in-
forma  on.

PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

See “EPA Data”___ Page 3

NEW RESIDENTS WANTED BY:

Greenbrier Greeters
If you have recently moved to this area, 

please contact us for a free welcome visit.
We would be glad to share gifts and information about the area, 

provided free by local businesses and professional services.

Heather Blake, Owner 304-646-2624

greenbriergreeters@gmail.com

Registration     Continued from Front Page

Forest Se rv ice offers fi rewood permits in G reenbrier 
County; appointment required for purchasing

Monongahela National Forest is offering fi rewood 
permits for purchase. The permit allows for gathering 
downed trees along Slash Lick Run Road and Forest 
Road 719A, off State Route 92 between White Sulphur 
Springs and Alvon. Permit holders will receive a map 
of the area and specifi c instructions when they purchase 
their permit.

Call the Marlinton offi ce at 304-799-4334 to schedule 
an appointment. In some cases, permits may be mailed, 
or an appointment may be scheduled to pick the permit 
up at the White Sulphur Springs offi ce.

 Permits cost $20 and allow for cutting up to fi ve stan-
dard cords of fi rewood. Standing trees, dead or alive, 
may not be cut, only wood that is on the ground. This 
fi rewood is for personal use only and may not be sold 
or used commercially. Be sure to choose a safe place to 
park so that oncoming traffi c has plenty of time to see 
you and your vehicle. There is private property along 
this road, so please do not block traffi c.

This fi rewood is available along Slash Lick Run Road 
and Forest Road 719A because Forest Service staff 

dropped trees to create a gradual, more natural transition 
from the forest to the road, instead of an abrupt edge. 
Known as cutback borders, these areas provide early 
successional habitat and benefi t species such as turkey, 
ruffed grouse, and deer.

For more information about fi rewood permits in other 
areas of the Forest visit: https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/
mnf/passes-permits/?cid=fseprd597451.

tem that could be used by all state residents.
“Gov. Justice tasked DHHR with fi guring out a vac-

cination registration and scheduling tool for West Vir-
ginians to use. This new service allows West Virginians 
to directly enter their information into the computer, 
or with assistance from the vaccine info line, and will 
keep folks from having to call multiple times to our lo-
cal health departments whose phone lines are already 
overwhelmed,” Crouch said in the release.

Additionally, Crouch has said that individuals who 
have already registered for the vaccine through a lo-
cal source will retain their waitlist position. In media 
reports, Crouch said that those who have received con-
fi rmation of their waitlist status from an organization 
such as a local health department or rural health center 
should not register through the state system. “You will 
keep your priority,” Crouch was quoted as saying in me-
dia reports. “We will not bump anyone ahead of you.”

WVSOM’s CRCH will continue to partner with the 
Greenbrier County Health Department to schedule ap-
pointments when registrants are cleared through the 
state system.

Accident on Rt.  1 2  claims life
On Sunday, Jan. 24, at approximately 5:27 p.m., mem-

bers of the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s department were 
dispatched to a motor vehicle accident that occurred on 
WV Route 12 near Alta. The investigation revealed that 
the driver of a north bound Ford F-150 pickup truck lost 
control of the vehicle on the icy roadway. The vehicle 
then spun into the southbound lane and was involved in 
a head on collision with a southbound Chevrolet 2500 
pickup truck.  

The driver of the northbound F-150, identifi ed as Don 
Gunter, 72, of Asbury, succumbed to his injuries at the 
scene.

Sergeant C. R. Smith, of the Greenbrier County Sher-
iff’s Department, is the investigating offi cer.

EPA data shows release of tox ic chemicals down 
be 1 1 . 4  million pounds in Mid-Atlantic region

I naugural Day of S erv ice 
celebrated in G reenbrier Co.  

As a celebration of the Inaugural Day of Service, a va-
riety of gifts were provided to many essential healthcare 
workers in Greenbrier County. The collection and distri-
bution of the gifts was led by the Democratic Women’s 
PAC, Blue Skies Ahead, and the Greenbrier County Ex-
ecutive Committee. 

Community residents provided homemade and pur-
chased items including delicious treats, handmade neck-
laces stamped with the word “valued,” beautiful masks, 
and cash donations for gift cards. Damie Spencer, a 
member of the Greenbrier County Executive Com-
mittee, staffed the Democratic headquarters offi ce on 
January 20thto collect the donations. Blue Skies Ahead 
members provided leadership for the project, and orga-
nized and delivered the gifts.  

A large gift basket was given to the employees of the 
fi ve county nursing homes and one assisted living facil-
ity. Individual gift bags were provided to the 16 mem-
bers of Greenbrier Valley Medical Center housekeeping 
staff.

Erin Hurst, GVMC Community Outreach Coor-
dinator, with several Environmental Services 
employees as they received their gifts.

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has released its 2019 Tox-
ics Release Inventory (TRI) National 
Analysis, which shows that EPA and 
companies that manage chemicals con-
tinue to make progress in preventing 
pollution. The report shows that between 
2018 and 2019, total releases of TRI 
chemicals decreased by 9 percent.

For the fi rst time in fi ve years, indus-
trial and federal facilities reported an in-
creased number of new source reduction 
activities that aim to reduce or eliminate 
the amount of chemical-containing waste 
facilities create. Facilities also avoided 
releasing 89 percent of the chemical-con-
taining waste they created and managed 
during 2019 into the environment by us-

ing preferred practices such as recycling, 
treatment and energy recovery.

Since 2018, releases of TRI chemicals 
in EPA’s Mid-Atlantic Region decreased 
by 8 percent (11.4 million pounds) Going 
back to 2007, releases have decreased by 
nearly 70 percent (270 million pounds) in 
the Region, compared to a 19 percent de-
crease nationally. This large decrease was 
driven by declining air releases, although 
releases to water, land and off-site dis-
posal also decreased during this time. For 
2019, 7 percent of facilities in the Mid-
Atlantic Region reported implementing 
new source reduction activities. Source 
reduction reporting rates in the region 
were among the highest in the plastics/

Hi storic Preserv ation Dev elopment G rants av ailable
Applications are now available for his-

toric preservation development grants 
through the State Historic Preservation 
Offi ce of the Department of Arts, Culture 
and History. Eligible projects include the 
restoration, rehabilitation or archaeologi-
cal development of historic sites listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
Deadline for receipt of applications is 
postmarked Mar. 31.

It is anticipated that approximately 
$369,000 will be available for these grant 
awards, which are contingent upon an ap-
propriation of funds from the West Virgin-
ia Legislature or United States Congress.

Privately owned properties are only 
eligible in instances where there is evi-
dence of public support or public benefi t. 

Governmental properties that are not ac-
cessible to the public are not eligible for 
funding. Applicant may be a state or lo-
cal government agency, not-for-profi t or-
ganization, private citizen, for-profi t fi rm 
or organization, religious organizations, 
education institution or Certifi ed Local 
Governments.

A complete program description, in-
cluding funding priorities and selection 
criteria is available at http://www.wvcul-
ture.org/shpo/GrantManual/development.
html or contact Christy Moore, grants 
coordinator for the SHPO, at (304) 558-
0240 or Christina.J.Moore@wv.gov.  

The Department of Arts, Culture and 
History is an Equal Opportunity/Affi rma-
tive Action Employer.

G reenbrier County high schools to 
receiv e Ex tracurricular Equity Funds

High schools in the state will soon receive funds to support extracurricular programs 
that have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. State Superintendent of Schools 
W. Clayton Burch, in collaboration with Governor Jim Justice and State Board of Ed-
ucation President Miller Hall, announced recently the creation of the Extracurricular 
Equity Fund (ECEF) providing $4 million dollars to public and private high schools 
across the state.

Greenbrier East High School is set to receive $51,250, and Greenbrier West High 
School will receive $19,050.

When the pandemic hit, public health practices and guidelines caused a hardship for 
many high school programs. Additionally, many of them have experienced increased 
costs to comply with the more stringent health and safety requirements. Beyond sports, 
ECEF will support programs such as band, choir and a variety of student organizations. 

The ECEF is based on student enrollment and dedicates $50 per student to the schools. 
These funds will assist in stabilizing programs that will continue to operate once CO-
VID-19 is over. The Governor is matching the West Virginia Department of Education’s 
$2 million allocation to the fund.

“As a coach, I’m in our schools all the time. I know how hard our athletes work, how 
diligently our bands and auxiliary groups prepare, and how hard our students in various 
clubs and groups work,” Gov. Justice said. “These extracurricular activities are so im-
portant to our kids and our communities. The pandemic has been an absolute punch to 
the stomach in a lot of ways, but I do not want losses this year to adversely affect these 
activities in the years to come.”

“That’s why I’m so proud that we’ve found a way to help through our Extracurricular 
Equity Fund,” Gov. Justice continued. “With the additional resources provided through 
these funds, we hope that extracurricular activities can be sustained and continue to pro-
vide children with rich and valued experiences. I want to thank Superintendent Burch 
for helping make this important initiative come to life.”

“We continue to hear from our counties and our schools about the impact of CO-
VID-19,” said Superintendent Burch. “We’ve worked very hard to provide a framework 
of support around all aspects of our education system. This fund is a continuation of that 
support and it will be benefi cial today and once the pandemic is in our rear view mirrors. 
We greatly appreciate the Governor’s support in this endeavor.”

For more information, contact Christy Day at the West Virginia Department of Educa-
tion Offi ce of Communications at 304-558-2699 or Christy.Day@k12.wv.us.
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Addiction Screenings available
If you or a loved one is struggling with substance abuse, 
take the fi rst step towards overcoming addiction. Call 
today for free addiction screenings or referrals: 1-800-
431-1754. For more information visit https://www.
narcononnewliferetreat.org/blog/strange-side-effects-
of-covid-19.html

AA meetings
will now be held Saturdays at 10 a.m. via Zoom. Con-
tact at 304-647-0677 for Zoom details. Find listings for 
other meetings in West Virginia at aawv.org.

Briefl y

Mountain Messenger
The Weekend Newspaper for the Greenbrier Valley
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Strengthening Community and Promoting 

Diversity in the Greenbrier Valley
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-

See “Rainelle Town Council” ___ Page  5

Amy R. Hefner, Caldwell, no seatbelt, NCP, fi ne $25
Justin D. Richmond, Wayside, battery, NCP, fi ne 0, 

jail 365 days - w/credit 111 days time served - remain-
der suspended and placed on 18 months unsuper-
vised probation
Triston M. Hopkins, Crab Orchard, no MVI, fi ne $15
Roseanna M. McCoy, Gap Mills, 1) driving left of cen-

ter, NCP, fi ne $20; 2) driving suspended, fi ne $100
Michelle Y. Allery, Ronceverte, expired drivers li-

cense, NCP, fi ne $10
Autumn Page Haynes, Ronceverte, petit larceny, jail 

60 days w/credit 8 days time served - remainder sus-
pended and placed on 12 months unsupervised pro-
bation, day report 120 days

Greenbrier County 
Magistrate Court Convictions

Public Meetings

EPA Data       Continued from Front Page

For the Record

Robert M. Liles and Brooke D. Liles to Andrew Clark 
Hazelwood and Cody Edwards Nichols, Lot 23 and 
Lot 1 Crowfi elds Subdivision, Lewisburg Corporation
Jeffrey Forren to Tucker Palmatier and Rebecca Pal-
matier, 74 acres and two parcels, White Sulphur Dis-
trict
David Lipps and Mary Blair Lipps to Roger Hall, 4.419 
acres, Frankford District
Brenda Arnold and Karen Ayers to Brittany Arnold, Lot 
4 of Old White Terrace, City of White Sulphur Springs
First Greenbrier Land Investment LLC and Woodland 
Acres Apartments LLC, 4.81 acres, .93 acre, and 
0.184 acre, City of Lewisburg
Charlene Skehan to Jennifer Brown, Lot 108, Lewis-
burg Municipality
Zachary Cox to Julia Brooke Tucker, .98 acre, Lewis-
burg District
Samuel R. Tuckwiller to Raymond W. Tuckwiller, 
42.903 acres, Blue Sulphur District
John M. Hirt to Graceworks LLC, three parcels, Lewis-
burg Municipal Tax District
Joseph T. Ingram and Autumn G. Ingram to Rafeek 
Elgharabawy, Lot 109 of Rolling Hills Estates, Lewis-
burg Corporation
Kerry Halstead and Andrew Halstead to Deanna Bai-
ley, Lot No. 27 of the Bearse and Marselliott Addition, 
Town of Alderson
Jameson Lilly and Telisha Lilly to Matthew Adkison 
and Crystal Adkison, 2 parcels, Meadow Bluff District
Charley Workman II to Sheena Leann Atkins Wickline, 
1.635 acres, Williamsburg District
Ryan Westerman and Allison Westerman to Mayukh 
Babu, Lots 327 and 327A of the Creekside Neighbor-
hood of Greenbrier Village, White Sulphur District
Frank Daniel Clay to the West Virginia Land Trust and 
the Archaeological Conservancy, 22.24 acres, Blue 
Sulphur District
Avery Atkins to Mark Grim, Lots 97, 99, and 101, Lew-
isburg Corporate District

Deeds

Gbr. Co. Farmland Protection Board
meets on the third Thursday of each month at 10:30 a.m. 
at 804 Industrial Drive, Suite 5, in Maxwelton. The public is 
invited to attend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The public is 
invited to attend.

Renick Town Council
will meet in a special session Monday, Jan. 25, at 7 p.m. 
at Renick Town Hall for the purpose of having a second 
reading and vote to approve a new ordinance adopting 
title 153, legislative rule secretary of state series 38, ear-
ly vote-by-mail, voting by mail pilot project phase 1, class 
IV voting by mail.

Greenbrier Co. Board of Zoning Appeals
will meet Tuesday, Feb. 2, in regular session at 7 p.m. at
the Greenbrier County Courthouse, Room 130. Meeting 
will be held via ZOOM. https://zoom.us/j/94784566510?
pwd=amp3VjVmcmlPMXVDOHNtT1JBaVdSUT09
Meeting ID: 947 8456 6510
Passcode: 016511
On the agenda:
• Appeal by Donna Ayash for Special Exception from 
 the Greenbrier County Zoning Ordinance. The appel-
 lant requests permission for a small wedding venue
 and events at 2788 Rich Hollow Rd., Lewisburg.
• New Business
• Action on Minutes - Feb. 4, 2020 regular meeting 

Lewisburg Planning Commission
will meet Thursday, Feb. 4, at 7 p.m. via Teleconference. 
For information on how to join in the Zoom meeting, call 
304-645-2080 before 4 p.m. on Feb. 4.
On the agenda:
• Approval of Minutes - Jan. 21, 2021 working session
• Comments from the public
• Public Hearing: Cathy Jones, 124 Dorsey Street 
 - request for minor subdivision
• Comments from the Commission
• Comments from the Zoning Offi cer
The next scheduled meeting of the Lewisburg Planning 
Commission will be on Mar. 4, with a deadline of Friday, 
Feb. 12.

Lory Mae Dale
BOOKKEEPING 
& TAX SERVICE

Serving The Area Since 1986

Federal & 
State Forms

304-645-6037

Tax Tips
•  Itemize your tax deductions
•  Don’t shy away from a home
 offi ce tax deduction
•  Provide dependent 
 taxpayer IDs on your tax 
 return
•  File and pay on time
•  File electronically

Need Help With 
Your Taxes?

CONTACT OUR PROFESSIONALS
304-645-0006 

in Lewisburg
[Across from Taco Bell]

In Re: The Marriage of: Brittany Nicole Pickles and 
Brandon Adam Holley
In Re: The Marriage of: Jessica Renee Hedrick and 
Donald Wilson Hedrick
In Re: The Marriage of: Christopher Todd Harter and 
Tammy Harter
In Re: The Marriage of: Dana Lynn Renick and Keen-
and Dale Renick
In Re: The Marriage of: Scottie Ray Peake and Beth-
any Nicole Peake
In Re: The Marriage of: Michael Wayne Pomeroy and 
Patricia Ann Pomeroy
In Re: The Marriage of: Tamara Simmons and Terry 
Simmons

Suits

Morrisey February mobile offi ce
Attorney General Patrick Morrisey announced a 

representative, Justin Arvon, a consumer outreach and 
compliance specialist with the offi ce, will meet with 
central and southeastern West Virginia residents in Feb-
ruary to discuss consumer-related issues and answer any 
potential questions. 

• Feb. 4: 11 a.m. to noon - Kirk’s Restaurant, 130 
Hinton Bypass, Hinton
• Feb. 5: 11 a.m. to noon - Burger King, 10097 Seneca
Trail Road, Lewisburg
Additionally, individual video meetings are available 

for consumers in Braxton, Clay, Fayette, Greenbrier, 
Monroe, Nicholas, Pocahontas, Raleigh, Summers and 
Webster counties. To schedule a time, contact Justin Ar-
von via 304-590-6462 or Justin.M.Arvon@wvago.gov.

For information on additional requirements specifi c 
to any in-person location, attendees are encouraged to 
contact Justin Arvon at 304-590-6462.

rubber manufacturing sector, where 14 percent of facili-
ties reported source reduction activities.

“The Analysis of TRI data shows that facilities locat-
ed in the Mid-Atlantic Region have continued the trend 
of decreasing the release of toxic chemicals,” said EPA 
Regional Administrator Cosmo Servidio. “This data is a 
tool that can provide important information to the public 
on chemicals in their community as we work to reduce 
emissions.”

The 2019 TRI National Analysis released today re-
fl  ects TRI chemical waste management activities, in-
cluding releases, that occurred during calendar year 
2019 and therefore does not indicate any potential im-
pacts of the COVID-19 public health emergency that 
began in the United States in early 2020. Due to the sig-
nifi cant analysis of reported information, this summary 
and interpretation of the most recent TRI data is released 
approximately six months after the reporting deadline.

Follow EPA Region 3 on Twitter at https://twitter.
com/eparegion3 and visit our Facebook page, at http://
www.facebook.com/EPAregion3/ 

Thanks to the passage of the Emergency Planning 
and Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 which 
helped create EPA’s Toxics Release Inventory program, 
Americans now have greater awareness of how chemi-
cals are being managed in their communities. Today, 
nearly 22,000 facilities report annually on the use and 
quantities of more than 760 chemicals they release to 
the environment or otherwise manage as waste to the 
Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) program. EPA, states, 
and tribes receive TRI data from facilities in industry 
sectors such as manufacturing, mining, electric utilities, 
and commercial hazardous waste management. The Pol-
lution Prevention Act also requires facilities to submit 
information on pollution prevention and other waste 
management activities of TRI chemicals.

To access the 2019 TRI National Analysis, including 
local data and analyses, visit: www.epa.gov/trination-
alanalysis.

Police Blotter
Man sentenced for series of break-ins 
to churches, businesses, post offi ces

By Bobby Bordelon
The Greenbrier County Circuit Court dealt with a 

2019 series of break-ins and thefts with the sentencing 
of Matthew Riffl  e on Jan. 19. Between the two to 20 
year sentence served by Judge Jennifer Dent and a fed-
eral sentence, Riffl  e has several years before he could 
apply for parole for the addiction-fueled “crime spree.”

Targets of the thefts included two community church-
es, the Lily Valley Baptist Church and Highland Church 
of God, and multiple businesses, including H&R Farm 
Supply, Allegheny Wood Products, and Boyer’s Tree 
Service.

In September 2020, Riffl  e pled guilty in federal court 
to breaking into the Springdale and Smoot Post Offi ces 
in 2019. 

“Breaking into federal government buildings is a seri-
ous offense,” said United States Attorney Mike Stuart. 
“And as Riffl  e can attest, it’s an offense that can result 
in stiff sentences.”

In Greenbrier County, Riffl  e pleaded guilty to two of 
the four cases against him. Greenbrier County Prosecu-
tor Pat Via asserted that each of the other remaining 
felony charges are “provable cases” and “are serious.”

“Mr. Faber indicated that this was a crime spree and 
that’s true,” said Via. “It included numerous victims, 
half a dozen or so total. It involved numerous different 
incidents, local businesses were hurt by this. One of the 
charges [he pled guilty to] was a breaking and entering 
of a church in our community. One of the cases being 
dismissed is of a second church in our community. This 
community suffered greatly at the hands of Mr. Riffl  e’s 
actions.”

Riffl  e’s defense attorney also explained the motiva-
tion behind the thefts.

“All the offenses that Mr. Riffl  e is facing, whether 
they’ve been dismissed or he has pled guilty to them, 
relate to what is characterised as a crime spree in that 
time. Mr. Riffl  e will tell you the cause of that was drug 
addiction. He was running hard and trying to keep up 
with substance abuse and that led him here judge. … 
He’s taken responsibility for that.”

Dent sentenced Riffl  e to two consecutive sentences of 
one to 10 years for the two guilty pleas, resulting in a 
two to 20 year sentence. This sentence will begin af-
ter Riffl  e fi nishes the eight months remaining of his 14 
month federal sentence.

Before the sentence was handed down, Riffl  e was al-
lowed to give a statement to the court, where he apolo-
gized to the people and places he stole from.

“I would like to start by apologizing for the crimes I 
committed, the people involved that were affected by 
such actions,” Riffl  e said. “Today, I am a man full of re-
morse but am also a man who understands wrongdoings 
and is ready to change. The time I’ve served in custody 
has truly opened my eyes to a world I have to desire to 
continue existing in. I’m ready to do better. I’ve let a 
lot of people down, people who had faith in me, and I 
intend on regaining that faith. I want to start a new life, 
get a job, pay off my debts, and play a role in society. I 
can do better, Your Honor. I will be better.”

Flood controls, police 
equipment, candidate 
sign-ups on agenda for 
Rainelle Town Council

By Bobby Bordelon
The ongoing fl  ood infrastructure project, new police 

tech, meeting accessibility, and a reminder for those 
interested in running for offi ce to sign-up for the bal-
lot were the main topics for the Rainelle Town Council 
meeting on Monday, Jan. 25.

Work on the town’s water controls has been ongo-
ing since before the fl  ood of 2016. David Altizer, proj-
ect manager for the Thrasher Group, explained that the 
town’s fl  ooding computer model is complete, with the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency reviewing it. 
In addition, the layout for future pipes is complete, but 
the sizing is not certain.

“We’re on track and I don’t see any problems or new 
diffi culties,” said Altizer.

Altizer explained a benefi t/cost analysis would de-
termine how the project moves forward, comparing 
what damage would be before and after infrastructure 
improvements are made. If the ratio works, the project 
moves forward.

“We’re doing everything we can - the challenge I 
have is we only have two things we’re doing to help the 
city,” Altizer said. “One is with the fl  ood channel by the 
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Commentary
$1.6M announced for 
West Virginia COVID-19 
vaccination costs

U.S. Senators Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), chair-
man of the Senate Homeland Security Appropriations 
Subcommittee, and Joe Manchin (D-WV), a member 
of the Senate Appropriations Committee, announced 
$1,648,653 from the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration (FEMA) to assist the state of West Vir-
ginia in distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine. Specifi -
cally, this funding will be used to reimburse costs associ-
ated with emergency protective measures taken to store, 
handle, transport, distribute, and administer vaccines to 
reduce the spread the of the virus.

“West Virginia has been a leader in distributing the 
COVID-19 vaccine. The willingness of West Virginians 
to protect one another and the pragmatic leadership of 
our state and local offi cials has propelled our state to the 
top of vaccine distribution in the country. I’m pleased to 
be able to secure this funding to assist Cabell County and 
the Offi ce of the Adjutant General in their vaccine supply 
and circulation efforts. In the meantime, I will continue 
to do all I can to assist my fellow West Virginians as we 
make our way through the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Senator Capito. 

“West Virginia is leading by example when it comes to 
COVID-19 vaccine distribution and I’m pleased FEMA 
is providing additional funding to West Virginia’s Na-
tional Guard and the Cabell-Huntington Health Depart-
ment,” said Senator Manchin. “These grants will help 
West Virginia continue to safely and effi ciently distrib-
ute the vaccine once additional doses become available. 
I will continue to work with the Biden Administration to 
quickly procure additional doses and advocate for fund-
ing to ensure every West Virginian who wants a vaccine 
can get one as soon as possible.”

Commentary
More than 62,000 

have pre-registered to be 
vaccinated

During Monday’s briefi ng, Gov. Justice announced 
that, this morning, West Virginia became the fi rst state 
in the nation to launch an online COVID-19 vaccine pre-
registration system, available to the public through vac-
cinate.wv.gov.

The new digital tool allows West Virginians to add 
themselves to a statewide list of people who are interest-
ed in being vaccinated, and will notify those who sign up 
about the availability of vaccine doses to help streamline 
vaccination efforts.

As of 6 p.m. Monday, more than 62,000 West Virgin-
ians had already signed up to be added to the pre-regis-
tration list.

Gov. Justice said. “I am excited to get this system in 
place and I truly hope it will be a big benefi t to West Vir-
ginians so you’re not sitting there, dialing and dialing, 
which is ridiculous, and I hate like crazy you’ve had to do 
that, so that we can continue to lead the nation in getting 
vaccines in arms.”

West Virginians who currently qualify to be vaccinated 
and who are interested in doing so can pre-register on-
line or call the COVID-19 Vaccine Info Line (1-833-734-
0965) to get help pre-registering.

“It’s important to remember, this is just a pre-registra-
tion,” Gov. Justice said. “It’s a way to make it more con-
venient, so you’re not having to call on the phone over 
and over and you can’t get through. I hate that like crazy. 
That’s why we’ve done this; to make it more simple and 
more convenient, because we don’t want people on the 
phone for forever and a day.”

Users will get a message after registering to confi rm 
they are in the system, and will be sent updates regularly. 
The system sends texts, email, and phone calls.

As of this week the Mountain Messenger is rerout-
ing the focus of our OPED page back into a more com-
munity-oriented publication. 

We encourage positive communication between dif-
ferent viewpoints and wish to reject divisiveness and 
encourage letter writing, and we want that focus to re-
volve around community encouragement and growth. 

When submitting an OPED, please refer to the fol-
lowing guidelines:

1) OPED pieces may contain constructive criticisms, 
thoughts, or observations, which we publish on an in-
dividually approved basis.

2) No name-calling, hate speech, or other deroga-
tory language is permitted.  We do not publish letters 
containing “bashing,” personal attacks, and the like. 
However, we do appreciate mindful concerns, assess-
ments, and thoughts.

3) All letters must be signed by the author and in-
clude the city in which they reside. 

Please note all submissions are subject to individual 
editorial approval. Please do not mail or hand-deliver 
letters, email news@mountainmessenger.com. 

We look forward to harboring a hyper-local forum 
that highlights ongoing situations in and around our 
county and home state.

Commentary
Lincoln sought to heal 

By Larry Smead
When President Biden delivered his inaugural ad-

dress on January 20, he spoke to a highly divided na-
tion wearied from a global pandemic that has claimed 
over 400,000 American lives, wearied from a staggering 
economy, violent protests, a challenged election, and an 
invasion of the capitol. He called for national unity to 
confront our challenges and to restore mutual respect 
in our politics and end this “uncivil war” that pits red 
versus blue.

Abraham Lincoln also presided over a time in Ameri-
can history when the country was deeply divided, and 
his Second Inaugural Address, delivered on March 4, 
1865, sought to reunite a nation bloodied and wearied 
from four years of civil war. Modern readers would 
profi t from revisiting Lincoln’s words.

Lincoln’s speech, delivered as the sun peaked out on a 
cloudy, rainy day, before thousands who had journeyed 
to Washington to hear him, lasted a little over fi ve min-
utes. Both the North and South were anxious to hear 
what he had to say. The war was winding down and 
the outcome was not in doubt. Nearly 750,000 people 
had died, and the Southern economy was in shambles. 
Humble, dispassionate, and restrained, his words were 
noted more for what he did not say. There was no cheer-
leading, no emotional rhetoric, no promise to destroy 
the South. His purpose was to set the stage to bring the 
warring sides together. His audience listened respect-
fully and silently.

Instead of infl  aming his audience, Lincoln refers to 
the war in muted terms. He says that neither side wanted 
war, but that because one side would make war to di-
vide the nation, while the other side would accept war 
to maintain the nation, “the war came.” Although both 
sides knew that the “peculiar institution” of slavery was 
the cause of the war, one side sought to perpetuate and 
enlarge slavery, while the other side sought only to re-
strict territorial expansion. Neither side thought that the 
war would be so brutal or last so long. They both looked 
for an easier solution.

Lincoln’s short speech, which has been called his 
“Sermon on the Mount,” calls for a national rebirth 
within the framework of a religious revival. Lincoln 
notes that both sides read the same bible, and both sides 
prayed to the same God, but the prayers of both could 
not be answered. Quoting Matthew 18.7, Lincoln pro-
poses that the Lord has his own purposes: “Woe unto 
the world because of offenses; for it must needs be that 
offenses come, but woe to that man by whom the of-
fense cometh.” Lincoln reasons that if American slav-
ery is one of those offenses that the Lord now wishes to 
remove, “he gives to both North and South this terrible 
war as the woe due to those by whom the offense co-
meth.” Lincoln hopes that this “mighty scourge of war 
will soon end,” but concludes that the “judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether.” Lincoln moves 

God to the center of the argument, positing that the war 
is God’s purpose and part of His higher intentions.

Lincoln read the bible and read and watched Shake-
speare’s plays. His language echoes the rhythms and 
majesty of both. Hamlet says that “there’s a divinity 
that shapes our ends; rough-hew them as we will.” The 
North and South fought the war, but God shaped its end.

Lincoln concludes with words calling for compassion 
and reconciliation. The words are now inscribed on the 
walls of the Lincoln Memorial: “With malice toward 
none; with charity for all; with fi rmness in the right, as 
God gives us to see the right, let us strive…to do all 
which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting 
peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.”

The nation now looks to President Biden to unify the 
nation, not to infl  ame and divide it. Like Lincoln, he has 
appealed to the best instincts of our human nature. “The 
American story depends not on any one of us, not on 
some of us but on all of us…. This is a great nation. We 
are good people.” Our better angels will prevail, and we 
will master this rare and diffi cult hour.

By Patrick Morrisey
Attorney General of West Virginia
As we enter a new year full of opportunity, I also em-

bark upon my third term as your attorney general and 
do so with renewed commitment to fi ght against opioid 
abuse with more intensity than ever.

Our offi ce has had remarkable success over the past 
eight years, but we know now is not the time to sit back 
and take it easy. 

I pledge to continue our relentless fi ght against opioid 
abuse and senseless death. 

The public deserves nothing less.
The West Virginia Attorney General’s Offi ce had no 

substance abuse fi ghting unit when I arrived in January 
2013. Since then, our administration has had a double-
digit number of employees focused on fi ghting this ter-
rible scourge that has plagued our state for far too long. 

Our mission is to mount a holistic approach to attack 
the root causes of substance abuse from a supply, de-
mand and educational perspective. 

This includes holding accountable all actors who have 
played a role in this public health crisis - even govern-
ment agencies.

Nationally, West Virginia remains a trailblazer in 
fi ghting opioid abuse, as exemplifi ed by our recent lead-
ership of a broad, bipartisan coalition of 48 attorneys 
general in urging the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion to provide data on how the agency has used its new 
authority to combat opioid abuse.

Specifi cally, we are seeking a progress report regard-
ing recent steps taken by the FDA to combat the opioid 
crisis, given the new authorities Congress granted the 
agency in 2018. Those provisions, within the SUPPORT 
Act of 2018, include safer opioid packaging and dispos-
al features, development of new, non-addictive alterna-
tives to opioids and guidelines for opioid prescribing.

As the chief legal offi cers of our respective states, 
our group of attorneys general believes the FDA plays 
a critical role in ensuring both the safety and effi cacy 
of opioids and encouraging non-addictive, non-opioid 
alternatives for treating pain.

This isn’t the fi rst time our offi ce has taken the lead.
Many of these same states and territories supported a 

West Virginia-led effort in 2017 asking health insurance 
companies to review and revise their payment and cov-
erage policies to prioritize non-opioid pain management 
options for treatment of chronic, non-cancer pain.

This past year, our offi ce opened a new front on en-
forcement and, separately, released fi ndings of our 
years-long investigation into the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration’s irresponsible approach to drug 
quotas.

This shocking report revealed never-before-seen 
documents showing that the DEA routinely accepted 
sales projections and unsupported claims of increased 

demand from drugmakers, yet failed to question how 
many pills fell into the hands of abusers as overdose 
deaths skyrocketed from 2010 to 2016.

In 2020, we also stood against opioid abuse by fi l-
ing suit against four national chain distributors, alleging 
each knowingly distributed more opioid pills to its phar-
macies than was medically necessary.

The year before that, we fi led lawsuits against fi ve 
major drug manufacturers.

Since January 2016, our offi ce has secured more than 
$84 million in settlements with 13 opioid distributors – 
all combined, the largest pharmaceutical settlements of 
any kind in state history.

As COVID-19 wanes after an unprecedented year, 
we also look forward to resuming our broad prevention 
efforts. Through these initiatives, we hope to prevent 
future addiction by educating students, athletes, local 
leaders, faith-based groups and the community at large 
as to the dangers of opioid painkillers and the advan-
tages to non-opioid alternatives.

We want to remain as aggressive and effective as any 
attorney general’s offi ce in the nation in combating the 
opioid epidemic.

We must now build upon that foundation and achieve 
even more.

We must - and will - continue the fi ght into 2021 and 
beyond with hopes to eradicate senseless death and help 
West Virginia reach her full potential.
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OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
David Stephen 

Hinkley

Lewisburg-David Ste-

phen Hinkley, 65, passed 

away Monday, Jan. 25, 

2021, at Greenbrier Valley 

Medical Center.

He was born Apr. 9, 

1955, at Ronceverte, a son 

of the late Bobby T. and 

Wanda Mae Keeney Hin-

kley.

David was a retired 

Deputy Sheriff , was a 

member of the WV Deputy 

Sheriff ’s Association, was 

a former EMT with Alder-

son and Monroe County 

Ambulance Squads, was 

a former member of Al-

derson Fire Department 

and was a Marine Corp. 

Veteran.

In addition to his par-

ents, he was preceded in 

death by a daughter, Lisa 

Nicole Hinkley.

He is survived by daugh-

ter, Sabrina Kay Hash and 

husband James of Alder-

son; two sons, Daniel Jay 

Hinkley of Alderson and 

David Austin Hinkley of 

Covington, VA; grand-

children, Briana Boggs, 

Abigail Hinkley, Carter 

Hinkley, Hunter Hinkley, 

Dakota Danner, James R. 

Hash, Angelique Hash, 

Victor Hash, Evan Plott, 

Shawn Hash, Alicea Hash, 

Gabriel Hash, and A-Lynn 

Hinkley; two great-grand-

children, Kingston Boggs 

and Greyson Hash; sister, 

Pam Shields of Alderson; 

two brothers, Bobby Hin-

kley and wife Diana of 

Ronceverte and Gary Hin-

kley of Lewisburg.

A walk-through visita-

tion will be held from 6 to 

7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30, 

at Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Ronceverte 

followed by a service at 7 

p.m. 

Per his wishes, crema-

tion will follow the ser-

vice.

In lieu of fl owers, do-

nations of sympathy may 

be made to Alderson Fire 

Department & EMS, P.O. 

Box 647 Alderson, WV 

24910.

Online condolences 

may be sent by visiting 

www.WallaceandWallace-

FH.com.

Michael Anthony 
Justice, Sr.

Ronceverte-Michael 

Anthony Justice, Sr., 

61, passed away Thurs-

day, January 21, 2021 at 

Greenbrier Valley Medi-

cal Center.

Michael was born May 

15, 1959, in Welch to the 

late Harvey and Doris 

Hughes Justice.

Michael was a longhaul 

truck driver for over 30 

years, most of those for 

Walter Sheets Trucking.

Besides his parents he 

was preceded in death by 

a sister, Nita Odem.

Survivors include 

daughters, Erica Justice 

Rowlett and husband Sean 

of Raleigh, NC, and Kris-

tina Justice of Roanoke, 

VA; son, Michael Antho-

ny Justice, Jr. of Lilling-

ton, NC; grandchildren, 

Kalyrra Justice, Na’Ava 

Rowlett, Malayna Rowlett 

and Zofi a Rowlett; broth-

er, Richard Harvey Justice 

and wife Jane of Grand 

Junction, CO; brother-in-

law, Bill Odem of Roa-

noke, VA; several nieces 

and nephews; and his be-

loved pet dog, Yoshi.

Michael will be cremat-

ed and a service will be 

held at a later date.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Ronceverte 

is in charge of arrange-

ments. Please send online 

condolences by visiting 

www.WallaceandWallace-

FH.com

Norma Grey 
Masters Howard

Ronceverte -Norma 

Grey Masters Howard, 86, 

passed away Thursday, 

Jan. 21, 2021, at Greenbri-

er Valley Medical Center.

Born Jan. 16, 1935, at 

Ronceverte, she was a 

daughter of the late Otis 

Franklin Howard and Sa-

die Elizabeth Honaker 

Howard.

She was a member of 

McLean Church at Ronce-

verte, Red Hat Society and 

loved canning, gardening, 

tending fl owers and loved 

feeding hummingbirds.

In addition to her par-

ents, she was preceded 

in death by a sister, Fran-

ces Morgan and brothers, 

Charles Masters and an in-

fant brother, Earl Masters.

Survivors include her 

husband of 65 years, 

Harold Preston Howard; 

daughters, Rita Honaker 

(Steve) of Ronceverte and 

Lisa Harvey (Alan) of 

Bumpass, VA; sons, Rich-

ard Howard (Katie) of 

Buff alo, WV, Chuck How-

ard (Melody) of Organ 

Cave and Brad Howard 

(Melissa) of Nags Head, 

NC; three sisters, Peggy 

Benton of Richmond, VA, 

Betty Mann of Organ Cave 

and Janie Boyd of Glen 

Morgan; brother, Sam 

Masters of Organ Cave; 

12 grandchildren and 13 

great-grandchildren.

Funeral service was 

held on Saturday, Jan. 

23, at McLean Church in 

Ronceverte, where Pastor 

John Groves offi  ciated. 

Interment followed in the 

church cemetery.

A walk through visita-

tion was held before the 

service at the church.

In lieu of fl owers, do-

nations may be made to 

McLean Church, 344 

Masters Road, Roncev-

erte, WV.

The church will be pro-

vided the McLean Church 

Facebook page.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Ronceverte 

is in charge of arrange-

ments. Please send online 

condolences by visiting  

www.WallaceandWallace-

FH.com

Huberta Ann 
Lightner

Lewisburg-Huberta 

Ann Lightner, 83, passed 

away Sunday, Jan. 24, 

2021, at Greenbrier Valley 

Medical Center.

Born Feb. 16, 1937, 

at Marlinton, she was a 

daughter of the late Hu-

bert B. and Mary Wilson 

Geddings Slaven.

Huberta was a Christian, 

who loved the Lord, was 

a member of Edgewood 

Presbyterian Church, 

loved gardening, sewing, 

needlework, cooking, eat-

ing what she cooked and 

reading.

She is survived by 

three daughters, Michelle 

“Missy” Lightner, Mary 

Lightner, and Karen Sue 

O’Brien and husband 

Marty, all of Lewisburg; 

sister, Connie Hudson of 

Ronceverte; two brothers, 

Edgar Slaven and wife 

Sarah and Robert Slaven 

and wife Karen, both of 

Ronceverte; granddaugh-

ter, Dr. Sara Blanken-

ship and husband Nathan 

Dixon of Athens, GA; and 

several nieces and neph-

ews.

Due to Covid-19, a 

memorial service will be 

scheduled for a later date 

to be announced.

In lieu of fl owers, do-

nations may be made to a 

local food pantry in Hu-

berta’s memory.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Lewisburg 

is in charge of arrange-

ments. Please send online 

condolences by visiting 

www.WallaceandWallace-

FH.com

Barbara Kathleen 
Meadows Koontz

A l d e r s o n - B a r b a r a 

Kathleen Meadows 

Koontz, 76, of Alderson, 

passed away Thursday, 

Jan. 21, 2021, at her home 

in Alderson, following a 

long illness.

Born Mar. 8, 1944, in 

Webster Springs, she was 

the daughter of the late 

Barger Basil and Helen 

Kathleen Salisbury Mead-

ows.

In addition to her par-

ents, she was preceded 

in death by son, Thomas 

William Koontz; sister, 

Agnus Meadows; three 

brothers, Chester Boyd 

Meadows, Barger Basil 

Meadows, Jr., and Buford 

Meadows; and son-in-law, 

Charles Crouse. 

Ms. Koontz was a 

homemaker. She was Bap-

tist by faith and attended 

several churches in the 

area. She loved to garden, 

can food, and dance, but 

most of all, she loved to 

spend time with her fam-

ily and friends. 

Survivors include two 

sons, Steven Matthew 

Koontz and wife Pamela 

of Greenville, and Jackie 

Lee Koontz of Talcott; 

four daughters; Judy Kath-

leen Crouse and compan-

ion Wayne Perry of Alder-

son, Patricia Ann Waddell 

and husband Jeff rey Allen 

of Ballard, Barbara Jean 

Hoke of Peterstown, and 

Vickie Gay Boyles of Pe-

terstown; brother, Beecher 

John Meadows and wife 

Beth of Talcott; fi ve sis-

ters, Carolyn Huff man of 

Forest Hill, WV, Patri-

cia Daughtery of Shady 

Spring, Shirley Winfrey 

and husband Rick of Wil-

liamsburg, WV, Anna 

Weikle of Talcott, and 

Wilma Jean Fox of Wil-

liamsburg, WV; special 

friend, Sheri Lee Hall of 

Alderson; 11 grandchil-

dren, Adam Crouse, Mi-

kayla Crouse, Nathan Gill, 

Natasha Burke, Matthew 

Koontz, Aaron Koontz, 

Brooklyn  Koontz, Madi-

son Weikle, Paris Boyles, 

Declan Boyles, and Aiden 

Boyles; several great-

grandchildren; and many 

nieces, nephews, and 

cousins.

Graveside services and 

burial were held on Tues-

day, Jan. 26, at the Alder-

son Cemetery in Alderson 

where Pastor Allen Hilton 

offi  ciated. 

Family and friends 

served as pallbearers.

Online condolences and 

memories may be shared 

with the Koontz family at 

www.lobbanfh.com http://

www.lobbanfh.com.

Arrangements by Lobban 

Funeral Home, Alderson.

wastewater treatment plant. That gets the 

big fl oods off  of the city. The other is that 

when it rains hard here and you guys get 

it on the streets, library, [pools] all over 

the place. FEMA wants us to design ev-

erything for a 100 year storm … We’re 

trying to convince them ‘look if there’s 

a one inch rain, and we put these storm 

sewers in, it’s going to benefi t Rainelle,’ 

and try to get credit for that benefi t.”

He was optimistic.

“The good news is FEMA has been 

extremely cooperative,” Altizer said. “… 

They’re not looking for reasons to say no, 

they’re looking to make it work and it is 

going to work, I’m pretty sure.”

In other business:

Mike Honaker, director of Greenbrier 

County 911 Center and Homeland Se-

curity and Emergency Management, ap-

proached the council about the county’s 

new Motorola emergency response tech-

nology system. The more eff ective dis-

patching system includes mobile data 

terminals in deputy cars, GPS directions 

to call locations, and a less public way of 

getting information to dispatched offi  cers 

than the radio provides. Honaker noted 

the town had a bit of time, until Mar. 29, 

to rebuild the police department before 

deciding if Rainelle would sign on to the 

Motorola contract. Bell said the system 

would be put on the agenda for the next 

meeting.

Due to COVID-19, each meeting of 

the Rainelle Town Council is streamed 

to the town’s Facebook page. This meet-

ing was silent for the fi rst few minutes, 

but upon realizing this was the case, the 

audio was fi xed and Bell provided a sum-

mary of what was done and apologized. 

In addition, the council voiced support 

for allowing visitor’s comments and al-

lowing audience members in the room, as 

long as the total does not go above the ten 

people limitation required by COVID-19 

guidelines. Milam indicated visitors’ 

comments could be given over the phone 

as well.

Five applications have been received 

for the police offi  cer position, but council 

agreed they need someone who is already 

certifi ed. Bell asked anyone looking to 

apply to come into City Hall and cele-

brated the work of the Greenbrier County 

Sheriff ’s Department in town.

Sign ups to run for council, mayor, re-

corder, and more have opened. Bell wel-

comes anyone who would like to run to 

come to City Hall and apply.

Greenbrier East High School, the con-

tinuing presence of the museum in the 

community center, and clarifi cation on 

the lease.

“There is no verbage … that says they 

will convey the right of usage for those 

events,” Copenhaver said. “I hope that 

was because it would be included in the 

lease. … I personally won’t go forward 

with the MOU unless we have it in writ-

ing that we will still have [usage] for the 

pageants and the stuff  for the Fourth [of 

July] as has been promised.”

If the MOU moves forward, this does 

not 100 percent guarantee the Commu-

nity Center will fi nd new life as Alderson 

Elementary School. Instead, it is the fi rst 

formal step in the process.

“This is just the fi rst baby step that says 

‘yes apply for the funding,’” Copenhaver 

noted. “The other thing we have to real-

ize is the board of education may not get 

the funding, which means this would be 

null and void.”

In other business:

As of the council meeting, Wiseman 

was working on a sanitary infrastructure 

project in town utilizing FEMA funds 

from the fl ood of 2016. Copenhaver ex-

plained they “already replaced one ter-

rible manhole in its entirety … [The] Al-

derson Avenue manhole was absolutely 

in pieces and separated. When the creek 

got up, it forced the groundwater to that 

manhole and subsequently should take 

care of the problems on Wiccan Street, 

the problems coming out of the stormline 

because it was forced in the sewer line.”

The waterline extension project con-

tinues after a public hearing allowing the 

municipality to enter into an agreement 

with Region 4 looking to acquire more 

grant funding for the over $6 million 

project.

Lieutenant J.R. Byer, Jr. and Copen-

haver updated the council on the police 

department, noting the vehicles funded 

by a recent grant award are on the way. In 

addition, Offi  cer Johnson entered into a 

contract with the town, taking command 

of Gizmo, the town’s K9 Unit. Johnson 

was originally expected to own the K9 

offi  cer but due to an issue with GI funds, 

a donation of $5,000 was made to make 

sure Gizmo came to town. “He’s earned 

his keep,” Copenhaver said. 

Two new Parks and Recreation Com-

missioners were appointed - Laurie Ben-

nett and Lisa Robinette. Terms for the 

two seats are staggered.

Rainelle Town Council cont. from Page 3 Alderson New Elementary cont. from Page 1

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the TX & NM Bar Associations. Mail: 1420 N W St Washington D.C.   Office: Broward County, FL.  Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states. 
Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the TX & NM Bar 
Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in 
other states.

855-239-0257

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting 
Social Security Disability Benefits?

We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive for
   quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and takes
   only minutes to complete

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve
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BEST
STEAKS
IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Crab Cakes
Served with potato, vegetable, salad & bread.

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Dear Recycle Lady, 
What are plant-based cleaners?
Cleaner-Upper

Dear Cleaner-Upper,
Good question. Plant-based cleaners 

are cleaners that have ingredients that are 
environmentally friendly. Look for the 
EPA Safer Choice label. Tide PurClean 
is the fi rst liquid laundry detergent 
to qualify for the USDA BioPreferred 
program. To be BioPreferred certifi ed, 
products must have a signifi cant part 
of their ingredients be plant-based. 
PurClean is a more sustainable product 
than the original Tide; it cleans well in 
cold water, and is certifi ed by the USDA 
BioPreferred program. Simple Green, 
Seventh Generation, and Mr. Clean also 
have plant-based cleaners.

Dear Recycle Lady,
What is the diff erence between 

“natural” and “plant-based” products? 
Wondering Reader

Dear Wondering Reader,
Th e primary diff erence between 

natural and plant-based products is that 
ingredients of natural products have no 
clear defi nition, while the ingredients of 
plant-based products are clearly defi ned. 
Natural products can contain both 
biological and chemically synthesized 
ingredients.  It is pretty much up to the 
consumer to defi ne what is “natural.” In 
comparison, plant-based products have a 
clear defi nition and are regulated.  Plant-
based products have naturally-derived 
ingredients and provide an alternative 
to fossil fuel-derived or petrochemical 
ingredients that are non-renewable, and 

synthetic ingredients that are not found 
in nature. Plant-based products are 
composed totally, or have a signifi cant 
part, of biological products, including 
renewable domestic agriculture and 
forestry resources. Th ey include a 
range of off erings such 
as lubricants, detergents, 
inks, fertilizers, and 
bioplastics.

Good news: AT&T 
announced two new 
renewable energy deals 
to bring the company 
to over 1.5 gigawatts of 
clean energy, or roughly 
50 percent of its total 
energy use. (Th is is equal 
to taking 690,000 cars off  
the road for a year). 

Have questions about 

recycling, or interesting information 
about recycling? Send questions or 
requests to recyclelady@greenbrier-swa.
com. Dear Recycle Lady is sponsored 
jointly by the Greenbrier Recycling 
Center and Greenworks Recycling.

If you advertised with us, 
your ad would be y

Email ads@mountainmessenger.com.
HERE!

A Look Back 

By William “Skip” Deegans
Just east of downtown White 

Sulphur Springs is the former Th e 
Coal House gift  shop. It was built 
of 30 tons of Cannel coal in 1959 
for David T. (“Tip”) and Quindora 
Myles. Tip Myles was a retired 
coal operator and power broker 
in Greenbrier County’s Democrat 
party. Quindora, his wife, was a 
retired schoolteacher. Th e shop 
was built on busy U. S. Route 60 

before Interstate 64 by-passed 
White Sulphur Springs. Among 
the items sold in the shop, was 
jewelry made from coal. Nearby, 
the Myles built their six-room 
retirement home from coal.

Th e Myles were years ahead 
of their time. In 2020, the U. S. 
Department of Energy awarded 
a $625,000 grant to X-MAT, the 
advanced materials division of 
Florida’s Semiplastics, to develop 

a building material made from 
coal to construct a coal house. 
According to X-MAT, the material 
will be non-toxic, lightweight, and 
fi re resistant. When the Myles 
built the Coal House, the crew 
used hatchets to shape the coal 
blocks.  Mortar used to bind the 
blocks was dyed black. 

Sources: Charleston Daily Mail, 

Energytechreview.com, Metal Tech 

News. X-MAT.

Photo from Wikicommons.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/14/21.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

“All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

1-855-736-4350

$6499
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-901-2301 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Helmick named to College 
of Charleston Dean’s List

Sarah Helmick of Lewisburg was named to the 

College of Charleston Fall 2020 Dean’s List. Hel-

mick is majoring in Psychology. Helmick is among 

the more than 2,600 students who were named to the 

College of Charleston President’s List and Dean’s 

List for Fall 2020. 

To qualify for President’s List (Highly Distin-

guished), students must earn a GPA of 3.800 or high-

er and complete a minimum of 14 semester hours.

To quality for Dean’s List (Distinguished), stu-

dents must earn a GPA of 3.600 or higher and com-

plete a minimum of 14 semester hours.

Registration open at NRCTC for 
online classes starting March 1

New River Community and Technical College 

(NRCTC) is off ering online classes starting March 1, 

2021 and registration is underway. 

“Our Rolling Start Options give people more fl exibil-

ity on when they start taking college classes,” said Ex-

ecutive Director for Institutional Advancement and the 

New River CTC Foundation Michael Green. “Starting 

college in January or August doesn’t work for every-

one. Rolling Start Options give people another option 

for taking college classes, and taking general education 

classes fi rst can help students get a head start on com-

pleting their program of study without having to wait.”

Online classes off ered during the ten-week session in-

clude American History, English Composition, English 

Research, General Mathematics, General Psychology, 

Introduction to Anatomy and Physiology, Introduction 

to Anatomy and Physiology Lab, Medical Terminol-

ogy, Microsoft Offi  ce Applications and Principles of 

Sociology.

Students may take up to two courses during the session.

Registration for the spring 2021 Rolling Start Op-

tions is currently underway and will continue through 

Feb. 26.

For more information about New River CTC, visit 

www.newriver.edu, email admissions@newriver.edu 

or call 866-349-3739. 

Greenbrier County students 
named to GSC Honor Rolls

The names of Greenbrier County students who at-

tained the Glenville State College President’s and Pro-

vost’s Honor Rolls for the Fall 2020 semester have 

been announced.

Asa Dick of Frankford and Adam Osborne of Ru-

pert have been named to the GSC President’s Honor 

Roll. To be named to the President’s Honor Roll, stu-

dents must have a 4.0 grade point average and be en-

rolled in a minimum of 12 semester hours.

Karlei Shaver of Alderson and Tiff any Fitzwater of 

Leslie have been named to the GSC Provost’s Honor 

Roll. To be named to the Provost’s Honor Roll, students 

must have grade point averages between 3.5 and 3.9 

and be enrolled in a minimum of 12 semester hours.

Learn photoshop basics at NRCTC
New River Community and 

Technical College (NRCTC) is 

off ering a six-week introductory 

Adobe Photoshop class through 

Zoom video conferencing starting 

Monday, Feb. 15. 

The community education class 

will contain both lecture and lab 

components allowing students to 

gain hands-on experience with the 

photo editing program. Students 

in the class will learn to use layers, 

layer adjustments, curves, selections, 

masking techniques, plug-ins, color 

management techniques, special ef-

fects and compositing along with 

how to enhance and improve digital 

images for output to photographic 

digital printers and/or the web.

The class will meet from 6 to 

8 p.m. on Mondays. Tuition for 

the class is $100, and the registra-

tion deadline is Feb.8, 2021. Par-

ticipants will be emailed the Zoom 

link and log-in information after 

registering for the class.

Visit www.newriver.edu/commu-

nity for information on upcoming 

classes or register for the course or 

contact Gloria Kincaid (304-793-

6101, gkincaid@newriver.edu) or 

Andrea Vest (304-929-3318, av-

est@newriver.edu).

High Rocks leads group and individual college 
access workshops for WV students and parents

High Rocks Academy for Girls will 

host a virtual FAFSA workshop on 

Feb. 10 from 3 to 5 p.m. open to West 

Virginia students and parents. 

High Rocks is also off ering indi-

vidual help in navigating the college 

application process to West Virginia 

students and parents via Zoom by ap-

pointment.

Workshops will be taught by High 

Rocks staff , AmeriCorps service 

members, and community volunteers.

For more information, call High 

Rocks at 304-653-4891. Follow us 

on Facebook and Instagram for other 

events. The mission of High Rocks 

is to educate, empower, and inspire 

young people in West Virginia. We 

serve young people age 12-29 in Hill-

sboro, at The Hub in Lewisburg, and 

across the state.

as we went through the process. I 

feel like, if we make the execution 

of this grant effi  cient, we can get 

much more than 6.4 miles out of 

$1.8 million. I talked to the DEP and 

they’re fi ne with that.”

In addition, Ford hopes the DOH 

funds originally meant for this sec-

tion of the project can be reallocated 

to the Phase 1, around 16-mile-long 

section of the trail “started a decade 

ago.” This stretch of the project 

is complete with the exception of 

bridges. The funds could complete 

and open this section of the project.

“Let’s design and replace the 

bridges we need to fi x, that way we 

can open up the trail to Rainelle and 

get this wrapped up,” Ford said. “ … 

It’s great news, we’re seeing light at 

the end of the tunnel to get the proj-

ect done.”

Ford noted a grant match would 

be required, but did not know ex-

actly what would be needed yet.

“This is absolutely great news 

and Matt, we could not have done it 

without your diligence. It is greatly 

appreciated,” said Commissioner 

Tammy Shifl ett-Tincher.

In addition to the trail funds, the 

commission approved a no-money-

down agreement with the Moun-

tain State Trail Authority to include 

Greenbrier County’s trails in the ex-

panding organization. Although the 

agreement will eventually require 

a fi nancial commitment, estimated 

around $12,000, the organization 

aims to mimic the Hatfi eld and Mc-

Coy trail project “For the health and 

well being of our citizens and for 

economic development.”

“I’m very excited about this - a 

great day full of wonderful informa-

tion for the Meadow River Valley,” 

Tincher said.

In other business:

Two Community Development 

Block Grants were considered - the 

commission approved the applica-

tion for broadband expansion into 

Quinwood, but pushed the Clin-

tonville water extension to the next 

meeting, allowing for more work on 

the application.

A total of $2,200 was approved 

for Howards Creek Dam - The com-

mission entered into an agreement 

with the Greenbrier Valley Conser-

vation District years before in order 

to better maintain the dam.

Of about $70,000 in Arts and Rec-

reation allocations, approximately 

$36,000 went to the Greenbrier 

County Sportsplex, including $5,600 

for inspections and $30,934.43 for 

hydroseeding and ground stabiliza-

tion. Commission President Lowell 

Rose explained “That’s the inspec-

tion and monitoring that we have 

to do after every rain, as required 

by the DEP. The second one … is 

the last work that was done before 

we had a winter shut down. That 

catches everything up to date.” The 

money was approved in a two-one 

vote, with Tincher voting against.

Meadow River Trail cont. from Page 1

SCHOOLSCHOOL

Show support for local news, 

while increasing your business 

potential – ADVERTISE in the 

Mountain Messenger today. 

Call 304-647-5724 or email 
ads@mountainmessenger.com.
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HELP WANTED
FULL AND PART TIME-
MOTEL. Essential Duties: 
This position is respon-
sible for the following: 
Clean units: removing 
trash and dirty linin, vacu-
uming, dusting, cleaning 
bathrooms, making beds, 
washing windows. Educa-
tion: High School diploma. 
Experience is preferred. 
This position is required 
for days, weekends and 
holidays.  Approximately 
35 hours weekly. Veterans 
and Seniors encouraged. 
Non-smokers only. Com-
pensation commensurate 
with ability. Contact Mrs. 
H. at 304-646-3001.

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY: New-
er Model SUV. Call 304-
646-8785.

WANT TO BUY: 6FT. 
BRUSH HOG in Fayette 
County. Call (304) 640- 3730

DUMP LOAD OF DRY 
SEASONED FIRE-
WOOD. In Sinks Grove. 
Call (304) 661-0417. 

DONATIONS of Video 
Games, DVD’s, and 
VHS’s. For more informa-
tion call (304) 445-7700.

FOR SALE  
3 END TABLES. HAVE 
GOOD CLOTHING $0.25 

AND UP. 936 Maple 
Ave West, Alderson, WV 
24910. Call 304-445-7700 

FOR SALE: Door-2ft x 
6ft 8in with animal door & 
doorknob. $15 Call (304) 
445-7700

FOR SALE: Movies. Call 
(304) 445-7700

STIHL GAS LEAF 
BLOWER model BG86. In 
very good condition. $175. 
For more information call 
(304) 536-2279.

BRAND NEW ROOM 
SIZE ROOSTER RUG 
10 or 11x8ft. with a huge 
rooster in the middle and 
black and grey striped bor-
ders. The background is 

light gray. $200. For more 
information call (304) 645-
6452.

FIREWOOD, split sea-
soned, and in the dry. De-
livery available. For more 
information call (941) 735-
2119.

FULL SIZE ANTIQUE 
MAHOGANY CHINA 
CABINET. In excellent 
condition, with curved ser-
pentine glass and front. 
$450. For more informa-
tion call (304) 536-2279.

CLOTHING $2 A BAG. 
For more information call 
(304) 445-7700.

 HEALTH/MEDICAL
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943 
UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258
APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how 
to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-844-358-
7158.
AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus 
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-

nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions ap-
ply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 
2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 
1-855-656-0296
DIRECTV - Every live football game, 
every Sunday - anywhere - on your 
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-844-373-2749
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports 
& On Demand Titles. No Annual Con-
tract. No Commitment. CALL 1-855-
767-6026
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350
EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

 MISCELLANEOUS
STAY IN YOUR HOME LONGER with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, includ-
ing a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-844-331-8716 or visit www.walkin-

tubquote.com/press
THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A 
NEW SHOWER? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design consul-
tation. Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-833-385-1415 today to see how you 
can save $1,000 on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/wvps
HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  
INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product idea de-
veloped affordably by the Research & 
Development pros and presented to 
manufacturers.  Call 1-877-689-0664 
for a Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consultation.
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-833-675-
6435 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
WV
GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-844-901-2301
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

If You Only Use It 
Once A Year...

Why Not Rent It 
Once A Year?

152 N. SENECA TRAIL
FAIRLEA, WV

304-645-7326

Y O l U

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
�������	
����������

������������

All Utilities Included. 
On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Regardless of Age.
,

Fourth Way Properties
Check out available properties at
4thwayproperties.com

FOR RENT

Call Terry or Isela @
(304) 647-8943

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

~

124 FEAMSTER ROAD
DOWNTOWN LEWISBURG, WV
1 bedroom apartment.. Walking distance to downtown 

restaurants,  shops, and the WVSOM. Pet friendly, 
additional deposit required. All utilities included plus 

security deposit. Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures nd more. 

SUNSET TERRACE MOTEL
106 POMERY CIRCLE, LEWISBURG

Monthly furnished rooms with small refrigerator, 
microwave TV, internet,  WiFi,  and coin operated 

laundry room.  Pet friendly, quarter mile from downtown 
Lewisburg local shops and restaurants. All utilities 

included plus security deposit. Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures and more.

$750 Monthly, 
$375 Weekly

MONTHLY FURNISHED ROOMS

$725 Monthly 

TPM (Total Plant Maintenance)

Industrial Electrician VA or WV Journeyman’s 

Electrical License Required, some PLC 

knowledge and AC/DC drive experience 

preferred, rotating shifts, must have 

own tools; health,������������	
�
�������
����

401k, and paid vacation available.

Please send resume to – P.O. Box 196, Low Moor, 

VA 24457 or email david.nicelyii@westrock.com 

or denise.megginson@westrock.com.

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

L E G A L
Notice to Tax Payers

West Virginia, Greenbrier County Commission Regular January 12, 
2021, Term Take notice that the Board of Equalization and Review of 
Greenbrier County, composed of the County Commissioners of Green-
brier County, will convene at the Courthouse at 10 a.m. on the 1st day of 
February 2021, for the purpose of hearing complaints any tax payer may 
have as to the assessment placed upon his/her property by the Assessor 
of this County.
It is the duty of the Board to reduce the value of property if it is too 
high and to increase it if it is too low. This may be done upon motion of 
any tax payer interested or upon the Board’s judgment. This Board will 
meet the tax payers from the several districts and corporations at the 
Courthouse in the County Commission room of said County, on the fol-
lowing dates: February 1st, February 5th, February 11th, and February 
18th and ending no later than the 28th day of February 2021. Instructed 
by WV State Code 11-3-24: the County Commission may adjourn 
sine die anytime after February 15th and will do so if no hearings 
are scheduled. Anyone desiring to appear before this Board is requested 
to make an appointment with the Assistant to the County Commission, 
Kelly Banton, at 304-647-6689 ext. 0, Monday through Friday, between 
�������	���
��������	����������������
������������������������	�����-
journ from day to day no later than the 28th of February, 2021. Anyone 
desiring to review their assessment may do so online at www.greenbrier-
���
���
�����������
�����
��������������!��������������"#�$"##%&�
Lowell Rose,
Greenbrier County Commission President

Robert’s Tree Service
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Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties
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STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
#����$��%&��'���(304) 661-4086
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Roberts’ Tree Service

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E
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FOUR SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM:
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ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that Princess Polly Anna & JCT Enterprises, LLC, PO BOX 886, LEWISBURG, 

WV 24901, has submitted an application with the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, 
(WVDEP) 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, West Virginia, 25840 for a Phase I release on Permit 
Number S-3011-16 for the following increments:

Increment No. 2  13.14 acres
Increment No. 7  22.00 acres
The permit is located in Meadow Bluff District of Greenbrier County, 3.5 miles southeast of Quinwood 

on unnamed tributaries of/and Mill Creek and unnamed tributaries of/and Big Clear Creek of Meadow 
River of Gauley River of Kanawha River.
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���	���	�	���	������������	���	�
�������	����������	���	 ���������	
�	��!"�#$	���	 ��	
requesting release of sixty (60) percent of the reclamation performance bond for the above increments, cur-
rently in the amount of $112,240.00 Written comments will be received at the WVDEP address until March 
1, 2021 or thirty (30) days from date of �������	�
���
�.

L E G A L

L E G A L
(2019-S-00000065 - Greenbrier County - LEANNA AGEE)
To: JACK MCCLELLAND, KAYE FERGUSON, CHUCK MCCLELLAND, DIANNA MCCLEL-

LAND, KEITH BAILEY, NINA MCCLELLAND, NINA MCCLELLAND, NINA DEAMER, ESTATE 
OF GARY MCCLELLAND, STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, SUMMIT COMMUNITY BANK, BRIAN 
MCCLELLAND, ANETTE HALTTUNEN, BRIAN MCCLELLAND, BRIAN MCCLELLAND, BRIAN 
MCCLELLAND, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, 
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You will take notice that LEANNA AGEE, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, 
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	�+�	The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Greenbrier County.
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You may redeem at any time before March 31, 2021, by paying the above total 
less any unearned interest.
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County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

L E G A L
(2019-S-00000066 - Greenbrier County - LEANNA AGEE)
To: DIANNA MCCLELLAND, JACK MCCLELLAND, KAYE FERGUSON, CHUCK MCCLEL-

LAND, STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, BRIAN MCCLELLAND, SUMMIT COMMUNITY BANK, NINA 
K. MCCLELLAND, NINA K. MCCLELLAND, NINA DEAMER, ESTATE OF GARY MCCLELLAND, 
KEITH BAILEY, ANETTE HALTTUNEN, BRIAN MCCLELLAND, BRIAN MCCLELLAND, BRIAN 
MCCLELLAND, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, 
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You will take notice that LEANNA AGEE, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, 
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for which the tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Greenbrier County at the sale for the delinquent 
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	�+�	The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff and Treasurer 
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You may redeem at any time before March 31, 2021, by paying the above total 
less any unearned interest.
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County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

L E G A L

(2019-S-00000068 - Greenbrier County - DANIEL HARPER)
To: OCCUPANT, ESTATE OF BETTY JEWEL MACK, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF BETTY JEWEL 

MACK, BETTY JEWEL MACK, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, 
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subject property.

You will take notice that DANIEL HARPER, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, 
����������	
@	Z���[	#$!�;Z;$$$$$$\��	�����	?��	�^�	Z?�?	Z]^�	_`	�]�	����	��?	�^?�	�
�����	
��	�j�����	<+��+	<��	���'����	�����='���	��	�+�	����	
@	���	�����	��|���	���	@
�	<+��+	�+�	���	
�������	�+���
�	<��	�
��	��	�+�	�+���@@	
@	����������	�
'���	��	�+�	����	@
�	�+�	�����='���	�����	����	
�	�+�	
#$�+	���	
@	{
*������	#$!��	+��	��='�����	�+��	�
'	��	�
�����	�+��	�	����	@
�	�'�+	����	������	<���	��	����	
�
	+��	
�	+��	
�	
�	�@���	����	!�	#$#!�	��	��
*����	��	��<�	'�����	��@
��	�+��	���	�
'	������	�'�+	����	
������?	�+�	��
'��	�
'	<���	+�*�	�
	���	
�	�+�	����	����	����+	~!�	#$#!�	<���	��	��	@
��
<�[

�
'��	�='��	�
	�+�	�����	���	�+�����	�'�	
�	�+�	����	
@	�+�	�����	<��+	���������	 �	 !�"?��
to March 31, 2021. 
�
'��	
@	�'���='���	������	�����	����	
�	�+�	��
������	�����	�+�	�����	<��+			 �	 �"?~#
interest to March 31, 2021. 
�
'��	����	@
�	�+�	�����	���������
�	���	���������
�	
@	�+�	����	�
	��	���*��		 �	 !�$!~?!$
���	@
�	���������
�	���	���*���	
@	�
����	<��+	��������	@�
�	���'���	!�	#$#$�
@
��
<���	�+�	�+���@@��	����	�
	����+	~!�	#$#!?	
�
'��	����	@
�	
�+��	����'�
��	�
���	<��+	��������	@�
�	@
��
<���	�+�	�+���@@��	����	 �	 !$#?�"
to March 31, 2021.
�
���	�
'��	�������	�
	Z+���@@	;	���+���	�+����	�
���	
����	
�	��������	�+���	 �	 !�~��?$�
�'��	��	����	�������	�
	�+�	The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Greenbrier County.
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You may redeem at any time before March 31, 2021, by paying the above total 
less any unearned interest.
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County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

L E G A L
(2019-S-00000069 - Greenbrier County - HOLLY CLARK)
To: C.E. (CLARENCE EVERETT) MCCARTHY, DESSIE MAYE MCCARTHY AKA BESSIE MAYE 

MCCARTHY, JANET COLLEEN MCCARTHY HUDNALL, JOYCE W. MCCARTHY AMICK OSO-
RIO, BESSIE MCCARTHY SMITH, LINDA G. MCCARTHY, DALE R. MCCARTHY SR., MARY BER-
THA MCCARTHY, KERMIT LEON MCCARTHY, MERLE HOMER MCCARTHY, WAYNE JULIAN 
MCCARTHY, CLARENCE EVERETT MCCARTHY JR., LOIS FAYE MCCARTHY MORRIS, ANY 
AND ALL OTHER PERSONS OWNING OR CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE HEREINAFTER 
DESCRIBED PROPERTY, KAY GALLION, GLENNA CORDER, JOYCE AMICK OSORIO, RUTH G. 
NICHOLS, KERMIT L. MCCARTHY, PAM LAKIN, WENDELL MCCARTHY, DONNA RAMSEY, MI-
CHAEL MORRIS, DEBORAH BRYANT, DALE MCCARTHY SR, GLORIA MCCARTHY, EVELYN 
JOHNS, CLARENCE E. MCCARTHY III, TERRY LEE MCCARTHY, LINDA G. MCCARTHY, VER-
NON MCCARTHY, REBECCA MAYE ESTEP, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, succes-
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interest in the subject property.

You will take notice that HOLLY CLARK, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, 
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	�+�	The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Greenbrier County.
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	�+�	The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.

You may redeem at any time before March 31, 2021, by paying the above total 
less any unearned interest.
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County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

L E G A L
(2019-S-00000070 - Greenbrier County - HOLLY CLARK)
To: C.E. (CLARENCE EVERETT) MCCARTHY, DESSIE MAYE MCCARTHY AKA BESSIE MAYE 

MCCARTHY, JANET COLLEEN MCCARTHY HUDNALL, JOYCE W. MCCARTHY AMICK OSO-
RIO, BESSIE MCCARTHY SMITH, LINDA G. MCCARTHY, DALE R. MCCARTHY SR., MARY BER-
THA MCCARTHY, KERMIT LEON MCCARTHY, MERLE HOMER MCCARTHY, WAYNE JULIAN 
MCCARTHY, CLARENCE EVERETT MCCARTHY JR., LOIS FAYE MCCARTHY MORRIS, ANY 
AND ALL OTHER PERSONS OWNING OR CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE HEREINAFTER 
DESCRIBED PROPERTY, KAY GALLION, GLENNA CORDER, JOYCE AMICK OSORIO, RUTH G. 
NICHOLS, KERMIT L. MCCARTHY, PAM LAKIN, WENDELL MCCARTHY, DONNA RAMSEY, MI-
CHAEL MORRIS, DEBORAH BRYANT, DALE MCCARTHY SR, GLORIA MCCARTHY, EVELYN 
JOHNS, CLARENCE E. MCCARTHY II, TERRY LEE MCCARTHY, LINDA G. MCCARTHY, VER-
NON MCCARTHY, REBECCA MAYE ESTEP, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, succes-
�
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interest in the subject property.

You will take notice that HOLLY CLARK, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, 
����������	
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MAYE, and for which the tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Greenbrier County at the sale for the 
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will be as follows:
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to March 31, 2021. 
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interest to March 31, 2021. 
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to March 31, 2021.
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	�+�	The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Greenbrier County.
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	�+�	The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.

You may redeem at any time before March 31, 2021, by paying the above total 
less any unearned interest.
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County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

L E G A L
(2019-S-00000071 - Greenbrier County - HOLLY CLARK)
To: OCCUPANT, C.E. (CLARENCE EVERETT) MCCARTHY, DESSIE MAYE MCCARTHY AKA 

BESSIE MAYE MCCARTHY, JANET COLLEEN MCCARTHY HUDNALL, JOYCE W. MCCARTHY 
AMICK OSORIO, BESSIE MCCARTHY SMITH, LINDA G. MCCARTHY, DALE R. MCCARTHY 
SR., MARY BERTHA MCCARTHY, KERMIT LEON MCCARTHY, MERLE HOMER MCCARTHY, 
WAYNE JULIAN MCCARTHY, CLARENCE EVERETT MCCARTHY JR., LOIS FAYE MCCARTHY 
MORRIS, ANY AND ALL OTHER PERSONS OWNING OR CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE 
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED PROPERTY, KAY GALLION, GLENNA CORDER, JOYCE AMICK 
OSORIO, RUTH G. NICHOLS, KERMIT L. MCCARTHY, PAM LAKIN, WENDELL MCCARTHY, 
DONNA RAMSEY, MICHAEL MORRIS, DEBORAH BRYANT, DALE MCCARTHY SR, GLORIA 
MCCARTHY, EVELYN JOHNS, CLARENCE E. MCCARTHY III, TERRY LEE MCCARTHY, LINDA 
G. MCCARTHY, VERNON MCCARTHY, REBECCA MAYE ESTEP, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, 
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You will take notice that HOLLY CLARK, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, 
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MAYE, and for which the tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Greenbrier County at the sale for the 
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	�+�	The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Greenbrier County.
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	�+�	The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.

You may redeem at any time before March 31, 2021, by paying the above total 
less any unearned interest.
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County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

Email Legals to 
LegalAds@MountainMediaNews.com
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Thanks for making us your 
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Rock

Greenbrier Valley’s Talk 
and News Headquarters

Your Classic 
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Today’s HOT 
Country!

Carnegie Hall offers spring classes and workshops; 
scholarships available for youths and seniors

Stadium basket by Kathy Talley

Four seasons acrylic painting for adults by Sandra Schmocker
Carnegie Hall in Lewisburg has 

opened registration for its spring classes 

and workshops. Course off erings include 

basket weaving, clay, watercolor and 

acrylic painting, beginning harp, print 

making, and valentine décor. The spring 

roster includes small, in-person, socially 

distanced classes and classes that off er 

students the option of being online or in-

person. 

Thanks to generous funding from the 

United Way of Greenbrier Valley and 

the Mary B. Nickell Foundation, schol-

arships are available for youths 18 and 

under and seniors who live in Greenbrier 

County. The calendar of classes includes 

sessions for kids, teens, and adults. Stu-

dents can register by visiting www.carn-

egiehallwv.org or calling the Box Offi  ce 

at 304-645-7917 between 10 a.m. to 4 

Tom Johnson, Broker, named to 
Coldwell Banker International 
President’s Premier

Tom Johnson of Lew-

isburg, a broker/sales 

representative with Cold-

well Banker Stuart and 

Watts Real Estate, has 

earned membership in the 

company’s International 

President’s Premier. The 

award represents the top 

one percent of all sales as-

sociates / representatives 

worldwide in the Cold-

well Banker system quali-

fi ed for this distinguished 

award. 

Tom Johnson, your lo-

cal Coldwell Banker Real 

Estate Broker of Lewis-

burg, can be reached at 

304-667-8988. Coldwell 

Banker Stuart and Watts 

Real Estate has been an 

affi  liate of the Coldwell 

Banker system for nearly 

30 years.

“Serving Greenbrier, 

Monroe, Summers, Poca-

hontas and surrounding 

counties in Southern West 

Virginia, I bring clients my 

dedication of 30+ years 

of realtor’s experience, 

combined with unmatched 

skills, knowledge, and a 

passion for realizing their 

real estate goals,” said 

Johnson. “For buyers, I 

work with unmatched pa-

tience and the willingness 

to speak up if I feel a client 

should keep looking rather 

than settle for a home that 

isn’t quite right. For sell-

ers, I present a marketing 

plan that puts all listings 

directly in front of buyers 

who are ready, willing, ea-

ger and able to buy.”

Tom Johnson

NEWS@MOUNTAINMESSENGER.COM

Greenbrier Valley Bike Club gives back to community

p.m. Monday through Friday.

The course off erings include weaving a 

farmers’ market basket or a stadium bas-

ket; clay classes for kids and teens; hand-

building clay for adults; wheel-throwing 

clay for adults; beginning harp for adults; 

acrylic painting for kids and adults; wa-

tercolor painting for adults; printmaking 

for kids; and make your own Valentine 

décor for children and adults. 

The earliest classes begin the fi rst 

week of February. Courses continue into 

June. Registration is extremely limited 

due to the small class sizes, so Carnegie 

Hall encourages participants to register 

early. Carnegie Hall anticipates adding 

additional classes, including ones that 

will meet outside, as we move into spring 

and better weather. 

All participants in in-person classes 

will be screened for COVID symptoms 

at the door and must wear face coverings 

the entire time they are in Carnegie Hall. 

Participants will socially distance and 

will have individual sets of materials and 

tools. 

Carnegie Hall is a nonprofi t organiza-

tion supported by individual contribu-

tions, grants, and fundraising eff orts such 

as TOOT and its annual gala. The Hall is 

located at 611 Church Street, Lewisburg, 

WV.  For more information, please visit 

www.carnegiehallwv.org.

During the month of 

December, the Greenbrier 

Valley Bike Club collected 

food for the Williamsburg 

Food Pantry and partnered 

up with Greenbrier Val-

ley Fitness for the seventh 

year in a row to donate 

bikes for Toys for TOTS. 

Both of these local projects 

mean a lot to the bike club 

members, as for 10 years 

Williamsburg was a host 

for the annual Wheels of 

Hope, and members enjoy 

donating bikes for young 

children.   

Bike club President Liz 
Wickline, Vice President 
Linda Ball, Greenbrier Fit-
ness member Kim Kow-
alkowski, and Treasurer 
Susan Mitchell.

Tina Noel, volunteer at Williamsburg Food Panty




