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Ronceverte 
mayoral debate

Water, urban deer hunt, empty 
storefronts headline debate

By Bobby Bordelon
The four Ronceverte mayoral candidates gathered in 

the Clifford Community & Recreation Center on Mon-
day, May 10, answering questions on how each would 
handle the various issues the city is facing, ranging from 
water shut offs and high bills, empty storefronts, and the 
Island Park. Mark Mengel, Eric Mercer, Barbara Mor-
gan, and Deena Pack each provided their own perspec-
tive on how to move forward, with Pack and Morgan 
refl ecting on their record in city government.

A prime focus of the night was the ongoing water im-
provement project, with near complete agreement from 
the candidates that the project had to be completed before 
anything could be changed about the water shutoffs or 
water bills. Due to the current issues with the Ronceverte 
water system as the city works to replace lines, the fi rst 
question concerned the ongoing work. What can be done?

Morgan noted the lines were in the shape they were in 
because they were not previously taken care of - some 

The candidates answered questions presented by the public one at a time, each looking to help 
Ronceverte to move forward in a different way. Pictured: Barbara Morgan (left), Deena Pack, Eric 
Mercer, and Mark Mengel

Panic 
sales 
cause 
fuel 

outages
By Sarah Richardson
Excessive fuel purchas-

ing caused many local 
stations across the Green-
brier Valley to run out of 
gas on Tuesday, May 11.

Long lines could be 
found across the county, 
with the Shell located north of 219 in Lewisburg closing 
early Tuesday due to lack of fuel, and others quickly 
falling suit. The Shell in White Sulphur Springs, Wal-
Mart gas in Lewisburg, the Lewisburg Go-Mart, the Alta 
Station, and more found themselves without fuel by the 

end of the day. However, nearly all were able to reopen 
upon receiving their next delivery of gas on Wednesday 
or Thursday. 

Senator Stephen Baldwin encouraged everyone to 
“take a deep breath” and specifi ed that “The only way 

Long lines at the pump were spotted across the Greenbrier Valley on Tuesday
we will experience gas shortages is if we cause them. 
If that happens, as it did today [Tuesday, May 11], lo-
cal stations will be restocked in short order. But lines 
will form and prices will go up due to the unnecessary 
demand we create.” He added that essential employees 

Two nonverbal boards could soon be coming to Island Park, thanks to 
the efforts of a small team and the city. Pictured: Amy Yates (left), Deena 
Pack, and Ashley Guet

Inclusive park upgrades planned
By Bobby Bordelon
For Ashley Guet’s daughter, Winter, 

fi nding ways to communicate with kids 
her age can be diffi cult. The nine-year-old 
is mostly nonverbal, one of the ways au-
tism presents itself in her life. Not being 
able to speak often brings complications 
when you’re trying to play with the other 
kids in Island Park, her favorite place to 
play. Despite this, Winter has managed on 
her own to an extent.

“Two summers ago, at the water mis-
ter,” Guet set the scene. “It was right after 
Winter discovered it, she’s a water baby 
and loves that thing. She was playing on 
it and another little girl was playing on it, 
and a third little girl came over. Not in-
tentionally and not maliciously, they were 
edging Winter out and she was looking at 
me. I thought I was going to have to step 

in, but Winter held her hand and put it 
out. Then it fi nally clicked to the little 
girl what Winter wanted. They just all 
had a blast and it was the most beautiful 
thing I had ever seen because it was the 
fi rst time Winter communicated on her 
own without me. … I cried all the way 
home, I cried when I called my husband 
at work to tell him about it. She man-
aged on her own to help these girls un-
derstand what she wanted. Once they re-
alized she wasn’t just being rude by not 
talking, they realized she couldn’t talk, 
they accepted her and took her right in.”

Communication is key, and without 
being able to speak, how could Winter 
more directly communicate with the 
kids and adults around her, particularly 
when the device Guet uses does not have 

Commission approves grants keeping 
the county running and progressing

Rainelle passes fi rst read 
of ‘zero tolerance’ drug 
paraphernalia ordinance

By Bobby Bordelon
After consideration at the previous Rainelle Town 

Council, the councilmembers have agreed to move for-
ward with a zero tolerance ban on drug paraphernalia in 
Rainelle on Monday, May 10. The ordinance would also 
bring an end to Harm Reduction clinics in Rainelle spon-
sored by the Greenbrier County Health Department and 
Seneca Health Services.

The ordinance would make it “unlawful” for anyone to 
“have in their possession, any items designed or marketed 
for the use of controlled substances,” such as:

• Kits for use in planting, propagating, cultivating, or 
growing or harvesting any speci es of plant which is a 
controlled substance or from which a controlled substance 
can be derived. 

• Kits for use in manufacturing, compounding, convert-
ing, processing, or preparing controlled substances. 

By Bobby Bordelon
The Greenbrier County Commission approved a range of funding requests, 

projects, and proposals on Tuesday, May 11, including funding for the court-
house expansion, broadband efforts, Mountain Transit Authority, the Greenbrier 
Humane Society, and more.

Similar to the Tuesday, April 13, meeting, the commission approved both nec-
essary documentation for the $15 million Greenbrier County Courthouse expan-
sion project and a civilian broadband council. While the courthouse expansion 
was approved unanimously, Commissioner Mike McClung was the sole no vote 
to the broadband council’s approval 2-1.

A number of prominent Greenbrier County organizations are represented by 
the broadband council, having sprung out of the Greater Greenbrier County CO-
VID-19 Task Force. This includes WVSOM, the Chamber of Commerce, the 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Public Defender’s offi ce, White Sulphur 
Library, Open Doors, Robert C. Byrd Clinic, the WVU 4-H Extension offi ce, 
EDC, Meadow River Valley Association, Countrymen Communications, the 
Greenbrier Valley Airport, and several public representatives.

“We didn’t have any interest in recreating the wheel, you all created a good 
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LUTHER
Luther is a male 
Doberman mix 
and weighs 66 
pounds. He is es-
 mated to be one 

to two years old.

JUNIOR
Junior is a male 
domes  c short 
hair and is ap-
proximately one 
year old. 

These and other ani-
mals are available 
at the Greenbrier 
Humane Society, lo-
cated at 151 Holiday 
Lane off  of Rt. 60 
West in Lewisburg. They are closed Sunday and 
Monday, and are open from 11 a.m. through 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adop  on fee is $65 and covers 
spay/neuter surgery, fi rst ki  y vaccina  ons, 
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and 
fl ea treatment.

Their dog adop  on fee is $85 and covers 
spay/neuter surgery, fi rst dog vaccina  ons, 
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, fl ea 
bath and fl ea treatment.

They also off er dona  on-based spay/neu-
ter vouchers, and clinics are fi lled on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. They use a lot of vets 
in the area but the clinics fi ll up fast! Fill out 
an applica  on to help prevent animal over-
popula  on! Call 304-645-4775 for more in-
forma  on.

PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!
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Thanks for making us your 
local listening choice!

Today’s 
Rock

Greenbrier Valley’s Talk 
and News Headquarters

Your Classic 
Hits Station

Today’s HOT 
Country!

Carnegie Hall names 
Cathy Rennard CEO

The Board of Carn-
egie Hall, Inc. in 
Lewisburg has named 
Cathy Rennard as 
President/CEO effec-
tive May 10. Rennard 
succeeds Sara Crick-
enberger, who has 
accepted a position 
at the West Virginia 
School of Osteopath-
ic Medicine. The two 
have been working 
closely together to 
facilitate a seamless 
transition of leader-
ship.

“I am happy to welcome Cathy Rennard to the Carn-
egie family,” said Jim Umberger, chair of the Hall’s 
board of directors. “She brings a new, vibrant energy to 
the Hall, continuing our mission of ‘Bringing the Arts 
to Life’!”

Rennard, who holds a bachelor of science degree 
from Liberty University, brings a comprehensive back-
ground of leadership, program development, and staff 
and volunteer management honed during her tenure as 
a member of the executive leadership team of Rhema 
Christian Center, General Manager of Power 95.3 Heart 
Healthy Radio, and owner of Designer Selections, Inc. 
and Cathy Rennard Interiors. Since 2016, Rennard has 
served West Virginia Voluntary Organizations Active in 
Disaster (WV VOAD) in spearheading disaster response 
and recovery from the historic “Thousand Year Flood” 
with oversight of case management, construction, vol-
unteer management, data, and reporting. Most recently 
Rennard has been engaged in statewide pandemic re-
sponse, grants management, and public relations as WV 
VOAD’s Outreach Director.

The Greenbrier County native is an avid participant in 
community service and has served on multiple boards 
including the Greater Greenbrier Long Term Recovery 
Committee as Case Management Chair, Faith Broad-
casting Corporation as Secretary/Treasurer, Main Street 
White Sulphur Springs as Vice President and is a Past 
President of the Shepherd Center of Greenbrier Valley. 
Rennard is active in the White Sulphur Springs chapter 
of Rotary International.

“While it has been a distinct privilege to serve the 
families of West Virginia in as they recover from disas-
ters and a world-wide pandemic, the Greenbrier Valley 
is home, and I am excited to have the opportunity to 
return and build upon the proud tradition of Carnegie 
Hall,” said Rennard.“I have always been an advocate 
for the arts and its signifi cant place in enhancing educa-
tion and enriching life in general. At this unprecedented 
time, nearly post-pandemic, I see tremendous potential 
for the arts as a vehicle in healing the stresses and strains 
people have experienced in the last year. I am eager to 
get started and be a part of delivering just that to the 
community!”

Carnegie Hall is a not-for-profi t regional arts and edu-
cation center located in historic Lewisburg, WV. Built in 
1902 with funds donated by Andrew Carnegie, the Hall 
served as a classroom space for the Greenbrier College 
for Women until the college closed in 1972. In 1983, 
Carnegie Hall, Inc. was established to preserve the Hall 
and to provide arts and education programs serving 
the citizens of southern West Virginia. To learn more 
about the exciting programs offered by Carnegie Hall 
and learn how you can help Bring the Arts to Life, visit 
www.carnegiehallwv.org.

Cathy Rennard, new Presi-
dent/CEO of Carnegie Hall 
in Lewisburg

of the pipe in the ground is 
over 100 years old and is 
50 years past its replace-
ment date. Acknowledg-
ing the frustrations of the 
city, Pack said the water 
system improvement proj-
ect was one of the fi rst 
votes on City Council. 
The city’s current water 
loss is huge, but not only 
will the project reduce 
this, it will add more than 
50 shut off valves, giving 
city workers more specifi c 
control over where water 
is shut off in comparison 
to the one valve they have 
now.

Mercer applauded city Barbara Morgan (2nd from left), Deena Pack, Eric Mercer, and Mark Men-
gel participate in debate

the internet it requires to work? Fortunately, a solution 
existed.

“Last year I was on Facebook and I ran across an ar-
ticle about a nonverbal communication board someone 
put up in some other state, I don’t remember where it 
was, at an Elementary School. I thought it was the cool-
est thing I’d ever seen. I realized this wasn’t something 
new, this was something we hadn’t caught onto yet.”

Guet took the idea to Ronceverte Elementary School, 
looking to get a board installed in the school’s play-
ground, and was surprised to receive as much support as 
she did. Ronceverte Elementary School Principal Stuart, 
the Parent Teacher Organization, each “jumped right on 
in.”

Despite this momentum, the same thing that interrupt-
ed everyone’s lives also interrupted the project.

“Then COVID happened,” Guet said. “Everything 
just kind of stopped. I had almost given up on it until 
I talked to Deena just a few weeks, few months, ago.”

City Recorder Deena Pack had previously talked to 
Guet about the board during PTO meetings. The recent 
meeting between the two kickstarted the project again.

The boards were initially expected to be made by JCT 
Vinyl, but when the business sold, becoming River City 
Tees, its future was left uncertain. Pack’s connection be-
tween Tim Doolan of River City Tees and Guet restarted 
the project, with Doolan agreeing to make them.

“I say Timmy but apparently now that he’s an adult he 
goes by Tim,” joked Pack. “I was over there and casu-
ally mentioned Ashley had this idea and she had been 
working with the previous owners. He hadn’t been told 
anything. … He was on board immediately too. [A fam-
ily member of his] has Asbergers as well, so this project 
is special to him. Knowing that kids on the spectrum 
will be able to communicate better on the playground. 
He got a quote back to me.”

Next, the project was brought to the Ronceverte Parks 
and Recreation Committee, where Pack presented the 
project. On the same day, Guet prepared to explain the 
boards to City Council. Fortunately, Pack’s pitch to 
Parks and Recreation was succesful enough for the proj-
ect to be approved before Guet could speak.

“I thought they weren’t going to do it,” Guet said. 
“I thought ‘they’re going to laugh me right out of that 
building.’ Then I started talking and [Mayor David 
Smith] goes ‘they already approved it.’ Then Kathy 
King asked how much they cost and said they could get 
additional funds and they could get another one. By the 
time I walked out of that building I was crying. We could 
end up with four of these, when all I wanted was one. I 
think it’s gonna be a great project. Then, the very next 
day, Senator Baldwin reached out to me on Facebook 

and said that he was willing to help however he could.”
For Pack, the nonverbal boards are just one piece of 

the city’s ongoing efforts to improve Island Park.
“I had been thinking what could we do to improve 

the Island?” Pack explained. “[City Administrator Pam 
Mentz] is working to get some wheelchair accessible 
swings. What started as a Facebook post about ‘what 
can we do to make the Island more inclusive?’ led to 
some comments that tore at your heartstrings. These 
kids just want to play like any other kids. … We’re also 
working on replacing the slide. There’s a crack. Pam’s 
looking at replacing the whole slide and that’s more ex-
pensive that what you would think.”

Guet hopes these initial boards at Ronceverte Elemen-
tary School and Island Park are the beginning of a trend 
for all of Greenbrier County, giving both kids and adults 
with autism a chance to speak.

“I would love to see it expand to all local parks be-
cause I know more than just my daughter could benefi t 
from this. … Most kids, when they run into somebody 
that’s their age that doesn’t talk, that isn’t quite on the 
same mental development that they are, they don’t know 
[how to act]. I didn’t when I was their age. It’s going to 
give children without a voice, a voice. To have a better 
way to say ‘hey, I want to play’ or ‘I don’t like that.’ 
Even for the caregivers, if I don’t have her speech de-
vice with me, or when they don’t have internet, we’ve 
got that board.”

New signs installed along River Trail near Marlinton
By Sarah Richardson
In a partnership between the West Virginia State Parks ser-

vice, the Greenbrier River Trail Association (GRTA), and the 
USDA Forest Service, a series of educational signs have been 
installed centering near Marlinton and the northern part of the 
Greenbrier River Trail. These signs are educational and cover 
a variety of topics for trailgoers.  

The Pocahontas County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
said, “Making connections to surrounding communities and 
encouraging trail users to visit these communities is another 
important aspect of the signage project. In the coming months, 
wayfi nding signs created by the State Parks sign shop will be 
installed along the trail to direct visitors to the amenities that 
can be found in Cass, Marlinton, and Seebert.”

In total, 10 signs will be installed over this year. 
However, this project is different than another signage proj-

ect aimed to bring informational signs to the entirety of the riv-
er trail. GRTA Secretary Robert Gronan explained, “The signs 
installed near Marlinton are not part of the same project,” and 
specifi ed that the trail association is still in the design phase for 
the larger sign project. He estimates installation will begin in 
2022 from Caldwell to Cass. 

“We were awarded a $40,000 grant to install interpretive 
signs on the whole trail,” he said. “They will have a more gen-
eral educational focus, including topics like the railway, the 
river, the lumber industry, and more.” Other sections of trail 
will get signs discussing historical markers and former com-
mercial operations. 

Trail: Three state park employees including 
Droop Mountain Park Ranger Sam Parker 
(center) install a new sign at the Marlinton. 
The new sign contains information about 
depo, pictured here. (Photo Robert Gronan)
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Pesticide Collection set May 15
Pesticides will be collected Saturday, May 15, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Greenbrier Recycling Center on 
Monroe Avenue in Ronceverte. They are accepting un-
used or left over pesticides in their original containers, 
as well as a ny empty pesticide containers, for proper 
disposal. The following will be accepted: all pesticides 
with “-cide” including Insecticides, Herbicides, Bac-
tericides, Rodenticides, Larvicides, Algicides, Fungi-
cides, and Neonicotinoids. The following will not be 
accepted: gas cylinders, gas, kerosene, propane, pro-
pane, motor oil, paints, solvents, and hazardous mate-
rials not classifi ed as pesticides. For more information 
call the Recycle Center at 304-645-4232.

American Heritage Music Hall, Inc.
Open to the public, all welcome, handicap accessible. 
Admission $7 Tuesday nights, $10 Saturday - Audi-
ence provides food. Door open 7 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
Located at 496 Island Park, Ronceverte. Jam & Dance 
every Tuesday from 7 to 10 p.m. Saturday, May 22 
Dance will feature Lilly Mountaineers 7 to 10:30 p.m. 
For more information call the Music Hall at 304-645-
4667; Bill Evans at 304-392-6079; Grace Poe at 304-
992-5852.

AA meetings
are held Saturdays at 10 a.m. via Zoom meeting. (Con-
tact 304-647-0677 for Zoom details.) Find listings for 
other meetings in West Virginia at aawv.org.

Addiction Screenings available
If you or a loved one is struggling with substance 
abuse, take the fi rst step towards overcoming addic-
tion. Call 1-800-431-1754 for free addiction screenings 
or referrals. For more information visit https://www.
narcononnewliferetreat.org/blog/strange-side-effects-
of-covid-19.html
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e-mail news stories to 
news@mountainmessenger.com

Mountain Messenger
The Weekend Newspaper for the Greenbrier Valley

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1985
Strengthening Community and Promoting 

Diversity in the Greenbrier Valley

Mountain Messenger’s
Properties & Lifestyles

Our high-gloss, magazine style 
featuring area real estate 

www.mountainmessenger.com 
The most extensive website dedicated 

to the Greenbrier Valley 

How to Contact Us:
Phone  (304) 647-5724 
Fax  (304) 647-5767 
Mail  P.O. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901
Address  122 N. Court Street, Lewisburg 
Web page  mountainmessenger.com 
E-mail  ads@mountainmessenger.com 

Office Hours
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday -Friday 

Subscriber Services
Editorial:
We accept submissions for the following categories: 

Photos:
We accept black & white and color photos to accompany 
news items or to showcase the region.

Advertising Opportunities

Contact Circulation for: 

Corrections:

-

Grants        Continued from Front Page

Police Blotter
Man arrested for assaulting minor in 

White Sulphur Springs
By Bobby Bordelon
A 24-year-old White Sulphur Springs man was 

charged with sexual assault in the fi rst degree after 
a witness reported seeing him sexually engage with a 
nine-year-old. William Carl Muth was arrested on May 
4, 2021, for the alleged act by law enforcement.

Patrolman Joshuah Stevens and Patrolman J.W. Jus-
tice of the White Sulphur Springs Police Department 
were dispatched to Crescent Avenue after the depart-
ment was informed of a potential sexual assault.

According to the criminal complaint, a witness saw 
Muth with a nine-year-old victim. The child’s pants 
were down and the child later stated to the witness, then 
again to offi cers, that Muth had raped them. The child 
was taken to Greenbrier Valley Medical Emergency 
Room for a medical evalutation and rape kit, and a fore-
insic interview with the Child and Youth Advocay Cen-
ter is expected.

Stevens then took a recorded statement from Muth. 
Muth allegedly stated he was attracted to the child and 
had engaged in sexual behavior with the child previ-
ously. 

Muth was taken to the Southern Regional Jail and 
charged with sexual assault in the fi rst degree. As of 
Tuesday, May 11, he is still incarcerated. If convicted, 
Muth faces a 25 to 100 year sentence in a state correc-
tional facility and a fi ne of not less than $5,000 or not 
more than $25,000.

Public Meetings
Gbr. Co. Farmland Protection Board
meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 10:30 a.m. 
at 804 Industrial Drive, Suite 5, in Maxwelton. The public is 
invited to attend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The public is 
invited to attend.

Lewisburg City Council
will meet Tuesday, May 18, at 7:30 p.m. via teleconfer-
ence. For information contact City Hall at 304-645-2080 
by 4:30 on Tuesday, May 18. On the agenda:
• Visitors’ reports (5 minutes per subject)
• Approval of Minutes - Apr. 20, 2021 regular session
• Ordinance
 -  Ordinance 291, Crown Act, 1st reading
 -  Ordinance 292, Suddenlink/Altice Franchise 
  renewal, 1st reading
• Resolution
 - Resolution 483, Revision #2 Gen Fund 2020-21
• Communication from City Manager
 - Monthly Report
 - Gibson property
• Communication from City Council members
• Communication from Boards and Commissions
 - Planning Commission report
  - Conditional use permit & public hearing for Colin 
   Rose at 951 Washington St W, for a 5-6 room bed 
   & breakfast with conditions. Parking evaluation 
   will be discussed at June 3 meeting
• Communication from Police Dept.
• Communication from Fire Dept.
• Communication from Council Committees
 - Finance Committee
  - Report from meeting
  - Video Lottery Grant
  - Contract Imre D. Pentek, CPA accounting svcs.
  - Mountaineer Computer Systems
  - Sidewalk Project US 219 pay application 2
  - Sidewalk Project US 219 pay application 4
  - Fire Dept. gear purchase
  - Transfer of funds to fi re station construction fund
  - Tree trimming
  - Water cut-off valve at Stratton Alley
  - Employee short term disability insurance
  - Appointment of streets / parks foreman
  - City Clerk’s salary
  - Review of Cares Act Funding Project progress
  - Morgan, Dietz and Dodd property purchase
 - Public Works Committee
 - Public Safety Committee

For the Record

Bonnie Ramsey Larue to Teresa Wittkamper, 1.87 
acre, Irish Corner
Shelby Jean Wilson and Susan Lynn Surber to John 
Michael Surber, Lots 41, 42, 43, and 44, Huddleston 
Hills Addition, White Sulphur Springs
Pamela Jane Williams to Z. Keith Crookshanks and 
Annetta Crookshanks, 14.595 acres, Williamsburg 
WRB Properties LLC to Five Gee’s Land Company 
LLC, two parcels, White Sulphur
E.R. Robinson Jr. and Martha Maria C. Wise to Valorie 
Quick, 11.64 acres, Williamsburg
James G. Livesay to Kelly Lynn Livesay Haynes, Two 
Tracts Description 11 Acres and 1275 Sq.Ft, Fort 
Spring District
Fannie Mae Federal National Mortgage Association to 
Samuel Q Bell and Sonia Bell, 5.19 Acres M/L, Mead-
ow Bluff District
Abigail G Cline and Chandler Cline to Paxton W King, 
Lots 113,114,115,116 and 117 Riverview Addition, Al-
derson Corp. 
Hart Gregory Allen Hart to Hart Gregory Allen Hart and 
Cynthia Roxanne Clay Hart, 0.98 Acre, Meadow Bluff 
District
Lydia K Tudor and John B Tudor to James P Fish-
er and Dona Fisher, Lot No 12 Revised Wild Wood 
Ridge, Irish Corner District 
William S Fawcett Jr. to Jeremy Toler and Ashley R 
Toley, 1.01 AC M/L, Lewisburg District
Tammy Wagner Conner to Tammy Wagner Conner, 
.27 Acre, Meadow Bluff District
William T Cutlip to Morgan A Cutlip, Lot 6 Cedarhill 
Subdivision, Irish Corner District
Tacy K Bennett to Justin Darby, .97 Acre, Meadow 
Bluff District 

Deeds

Derrick S. Adkins, Rainelle, joy riding, NCP, fi ne $100, 
jail 60 days to run concurrently with previously ordered 
incarceration
Joshua D. Hefner, Ronceverte, expired registration, 

NCP, fi ne $50
Joshua D. Hefner, Ronceverte, trespassing, NCP, 

fi ne $100
David Michael Stanley, Maxwelton, redkless driving, 

NC, fi ne $100
Melissa Renee Bennett, Quinwood, possession of 

controlled substance, fi ne $100
Patryk James Akers, Renick, no insurance, fi ne $200
Franklin Eugene Manspile Jr., Rainelle, trespassing, 

NCP, fi ne $25
Daniel Lloyd Boone, Franklin, failure to fi eld tag tur-

key, NC, fi ne $40
Lawrence S. Ayers, Rainelle, 1) driving suspended, 

NC, fi ne $100; 2) no insurance, fi ne $200
Lawrence S. Ayers, Rainelle, improper registration, 

NC, fi ne $25
James Edward Gibson, Rupert, driving revoked for 

DUI, NCP, fi ne $100, jail 90 days to be served on 
Greenbrier Co. Home Incarceration Program
James R. Black, Lewisburg, expired MVI, NCP, fi ne $10
Krystal L. Meadows, White Sulphur Springs, 1) failure to 

vaccinate, NCP, fi ne $25; 2) failure to vaccinate, fi ne $25
Mark A. King, Jr., Hines, 1) driving suspended, fi ne 

$100; 2) improper registration, fi ne $50
Mark A. King, Jr., Hines, no insurance, fi ne $200
Joseph J. Christian, Lewisburg, shoplifting, fi ne $25, 

restitution $511.58 to be paid directly to victim
Caley H. Mandelka, Huntington, speeding, NCP, fi ne $5
Norma Jean Brown, Lewisburg, 1) dog no on leash, 

NC, fi ne $20; 2) dog no on leash, fi ne $20

Greenbrier County 
Magistrate Court Convictions

Yard Sale Reminder
The City of Lewisburg would like to remind city res-
idents of the following rules that govern yard sales 
and garage sales within the city limits. Each sale is 
restricted to be no more than 48 hours on the same 
lot and may be held no more than four (4) times per 
year. A temporary ground sign advertising the sale 
is permitted only on the lot where the sale is being 
held, and can be displayed up to three (3) days be-
fore the sale. Signs need to be removed within three 
(3) days after sale has ended. If you have any ques-
tions, please call Marsha Cunningham or Tammy 
Ramey at 304-645-2080.

WVDEP hosts tire 
collections in May

Individuals may dispose of up to 10 tires per per-
son.

The West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Rehabilitation Environmental Action 
Plan (REAP) is hosting tire collection events later 
this month.

The Greenbrier County Tire Collection event will 
be held Thursday, May 27, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Greenbrier County Landfi ll in Lewisburg.

Individuals may dispose of up to 10 tires per per-
son. The tires must be off the rims and only car and 
light truck tires will be accepted.

To help limit the spread of COVID-19, the WVDEP 
requests that individuals stay in their vehicles when 
dropping off tires.

Ongoing tire collection events include:
• Monroe County: The second Wednesday of each 

month from 9 a.m. to noon at the Monroe County 
Recycling Center

• Pocahontas County: Call Pocahontas County 
Landfi ll at 304-799-4199 for more information.

A list of upcoming tire collection events and up-
dates can be found on the WVDEP website.

wheel, so we spent some time learning from some ex-
perts … about how we might be helpful as community 
members,” Senator Stephen Baldwin said.

The broadband council is currently working on an in-
ternet survey to determine where and who in the county 
exactly still needs what kind of internet access. This 
kind of data is often needed when organizations apply 
for grants for internet infrastructure.

In other business:
• Mountain Transit Authority Manager Tim Thomas’ 

funding request for $8,000 was approved. Thomas noted 
the pandemic had been diffi cult on the organization and 
they are still looking for drivers to replace the two they 
will soon lose, including one driver of 33 years. He ex-
plained “we want to continue to partner. … Our rider-
ship is coming back up. Between March and April, we 
had 624 trips. That’s not including the new program we 
started a year and a half ago … where we take individu-
als to treatment centers for [drug or alcohol] treatment.” 
Anyone looking to drive for MTA can get in touch at 
304-872-5872.

• A grant keeping the Greenbrier County Day Report 
up and running was accepted on their behalf by the 
County Commission, keeping the program running for 
another year.

• The annual funding request from the Greenbrier 
Humane Society, totaling approximately $200,000, was 
approved in a 2-1 vote, with McClung voting nay. Mc-
Clung has previously voiced opposition to the funding 
request in previous years, stating that the commission 
only provides help to this nonprofi t specifi cally, and 
does not do similar funding for other local nonprofi ts.

• An annual agreement to keep dams in proper shape 
was renewed. In 2019, Brain Farkas, executive direc-
tor of the West Virginia Conservation Agency (WVCA), 
approached the commission to ask for money to put 
toward dam conservation for the Howard Creek Water-
shed dam. The agreement costs $2,200 for the commis-
sion, which is matched by WVCA. The dam was built in 
1994 and holds a permanent pool of 13.53 acres.

Be Prepared 
With Your Own 

Food Supply!

The Barker Adams Foundation is a non profit that exists to train, mentor and 
support veterans, those with drug dependency and under employed individuals.

Barker Adams Foundation

12x12 structure with 100 cubic feet of 
year-round growing space. Fully assem-
bled with dirt and irrigation. Ready to 
plant. Delivered by April 1st or sooner. 
$1200 each. All sales for our Annual 
Spring Fund Raiser are tax deductible. 

more info:

Robert’s Tree Service

Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties

STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
(304) 661-4086

Roberts’ Tree Service
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Deadline for Letters to the Editor 
is noon Wednesday

Commentary
Morrisey reaches 
settlement involving 
opioid withdrawal drug

Long Lines                          Continued from Front Page

OPED piece submission guidelines:
To submit an OPED piece to the Mountain Messenger 

it must comply with the following rules:
1) OPED pieces may contain constructive criticisms, 

thoughts, or observations, which we publish on an indi-
vidually approved basis.

2) No name-calling, hate speech, or other derogatory 
language is permitted. We do not publish letters contain-
ing “bashing,” personal attacks, and the like. However, 
we do appreciate mindful concerns, assessments, and 
thoughts.

3) All letters must be signed by the author and include 
the city in which they reside.

Please note all submissions are subject to individual 
editorial approval. Please do not mail or hand-deliver let-
ters, email news@mountainmessenger.com.

Commentary
Stay informed and be 
heard

By Charlotte Lane, chair of the WV PSC
Public participation is an important element in cases 

before the Public Service Commission. When one of 
your utility companies requests a change that will affect 
your service or what you pay for that service, you have a 
right to know what is at stake and to voice your opinion 
to the Commission. And we want to hear from you.

I recommend three actions to keep you informed about 
PSC cases. The fi rst is to sign up to receive notice when 
documents are fi led in the case. On the PSC website: 
www.psc.state.wv.us, click on Case Subscriptions under 
the Formal Case Information heading. You will need to 
create an account that will enable you to track as many 
cases as you wish. Then log in and follow the prompts 
to add a subscription. Once you do this you will receive 
an email update every time a non-restricted document is 
fi led in that case.

Secondly, you should fi le a comment about the case. 
On the PSC website under the Inside the PSC heading, 
click on Submit a Comment. On the next screen select 
Formal Case and follow the prompts. In the Select a 
High Profi le Case fi eld, choose a case from the drop-
down menu or enter the case number. Be sure to include 
the hyphen; for example: 21-0000. Then type what you 
want to say regarding the case.

If you prefer, you may send a letter to the Commission 
fully expressing your concerns or support for a particu-
lar case (be sure to reference the utility company and the 
case number).  

Send your letter to:
Public Service Commission of West Virginia
Offi ce of the Executive Secretary
201 Brooks Street
Charleston, WV 25301
Finally, you have the option of watching the hearing. 

Most hearings before the Commission involving large 
utility companies are live-streamed on our website. Un-
der the Inside the PSC heading, click on Commission 
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West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey 
reached a multistate settlement to resolve allegations 
that a pharmaceutical company falsely and aggressively 
marketed and promoted Suboxone, leading to improper 
use of state Medicaid funds.

The company, Indivior, will provide West Virginia 
more than $5.2 million. The state will keep more than 
$1.36 million, while the balance will reimburse federal 
Medicaid programs - a matter consistent with previous 
Medicaid settlements.

“Marketing a product using false claims - particularly 
claims regarding safety of a drug - can have dangerous 
outcomes,” Attorney General Morrisey said. “This type 
of fraud also takes Medicaid resources away from those 
who need them most. We must never cease in our efforts 
to root out fraud, waste and abuse.”

The settlement resolves allegations that from 2010 to 
2015 Indivior promoted the sale and use of Suboxone 
to physicians that prescribed the drug without legiti-
mate medical purpose and knowingly promoted the sale 
or use of Suboxone fi lm based on false or misleading 
claims that it was less susceptible to diversion than Sub-
oxone tablets.

The agreement also resolves allegations that Indivior 
submitted a petition to federal regulators in September 
2012 fraudulently claiming the Suboxone tablet had 
been discontinued in an attempt to delay generic com-
petitors entering the market.

Nationally, more than two-thirds of Indivior’s $300 
million payout will go to the Medicaid programs.

The West Virginia Bureau of Medicaid Services will 
receive approximately $583,384 of the state’s share.

This is West Virginia’s second settlement to resolve 
Medicaid fraud allegations related to the sale and mar-
keting of Suboxone. The fi rst, announced in late 2019, 
was valued at $700 million nationally and resolved alle-
gations against the maker of Suboxone, Reckitt Benck-
iser Group.

Indivior Inc., formerly a part of Reckitt Benckiser 
Group, split from Reckitt Benckiser prior to the 2019 
settlement.

The West Virginia Medicaid Fraud Control Unit - ab-
sorbed by the Attorney General’s Offi ce in 2019 - re-
ceives 75 percent of its funding from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services under a grant award 
totaling $1,741,964 for the Federal Fiscal Year (FY) 
2021. The remaining 25 percent, totaling $580,654 for 
FY 2021, is funded by West Virginia.

and fi rst responders need access to fuel daily, and if 
gas hoarding continues that places EMS in a precarious 
position.

When asked if pipeline interruption caused any gas 
shortages in West Virginia, Traci Nelson, President of 
the WV Oil Marketers and Grocers Association, said, 
“Quite frankly, the problem is people going in and buy-
ing gas and hoarding gas,” rather than supply issues 
stemming from the Colonial Pipeline.

On Saturday, May 8, the Colonial Pipeline announced 
they were forced to temporarily halt all operations after 
they experienced a major cyberattack involving ransom-
ware. 

“In response, we proactively took certain systems of-
fl ine to contain the threat, which has temporarily halted 
all pipeline operations, and affected some of our IT sys-
tems,” said Colonial in a press release on May 8.

The Colonial line contains over 5,500 miles of gas 
pipelines running through 13 states, and it provides 
nearly half of all fuel for the east coast. This quickly 
led to a state of emergency being declared in Virginia, 
Florida, North Carolina, and Georgia as the states pre-
pared to deal with potential fuel shortages while the is-
sue was resolved. 

While West Virginia was not directly impacted, fears 
over being left without fuel caused many to fl ock to the 
pump. 

Nelson specifi ed that a majority of West Virginia’s gas 
comes from the Plantation Pipeline, which runs 3,100 
miles from Louisiana to Washington, DC. Citing “con-
sumer behavior” and “panic buying” as the reason for 
any localized fuel outages, Nelson explained that there 
is no shortage of fuel itself.

On Wednesday, Governor Jim Justice added, “The 
bulk of our gasoline that comes into the state of West 
Virginia does not come on the Colonial Pipeline, it 
comes on the Plantation Pipeline. But we’re having 
some people hoarding gasoline anyway, and we are ba-
sically creating our own shortage right now. There is 
no real shortage of fuel right now in West Virginia, it’s 
simply a transportation logistics problem and that, in es-
sence, creates a shortage.”

The Governor went on to announce that, at his re-
quest, West Virginia was added to the amended Region-
al Emergency Declaration by the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration, which will allow easier transpor-
tation of fuel to affected areas.

“The best advice that I could possibly give you is to 
just stay calm,” Gov. Justice said. “We are monitoring 
the situation up one side and down the other. We really 
are on top of it. We’re in decent shape, West Virginia, 
and we will keep you abreast of the situation. But it’s 
nowhere close to being as serious as a lot of people have 

Webcast, then click View Hearing. Depending on your 
web browser, you may need to click the link at the bot-
tom of the page that will take you to our YouTube chan-
nel. We look forward to hearing from you.

led you to believe.”
At 5:10 p.m. Wednesday, after six days of closure, Co-

lonial announced the pipeline had restarted operations. 
“Following this restart, it will take several days for the 
product delivery supply chain to return to normal,” they 
explained. “Some markets served by Colonial Pipeline 
may experience, or continue to experience, intermittent 
service interruptions during the start-up period. Colonial 
will move as much gasoline, diesel, and jet fuel as is 
safely possible and will continue to do so until markets 
return to normal.”

Patrick De Hann, Head of Petroleum Analysis at Gas-
Buddy, said in an update on Thursday morning that as of 
8 a.m., 55 percent of gas stations in Virginia were still 
without fuel, and six percent of stations in West Virginia. 

Expert continue to dissuade panic-buying and rec-
ommend not buying fuel unless it is necessary, and to 
give stations time to get caught up after a hectic week 
of sales. 

Drivers are also noticing a rise in fuel costs this month, 
but Gasbuddy experts say this is due to the reopening of 
the country as COVID-19 vaccinations continue to lead 
more people to travel. 

As the average cost of fuel tops $3 per gallon for the 
fi rst time since 2014, De Haan states, “While this is not 
a milestone anyone wants to celebrate, it’s a sign that 
things are slowly returning to normal. In this case, rising 
gas prices are a sign Americans are getting back out into 
the world - attending baseball games, going to concerts, 
taking a road trip - basically staying anywhere but at 
home. This summer may see some blockbuster demand 
for fuel as well, as Americans fi nd it very challenging to 
travel internationally, leading many to stay in the con-
fi nes of U.S. borders, boosting some weeks to poten-
tially record gasoline demand.”

According to a press release from May 12, “Gas-
Buddy previously prognosticated that gas prices may 
escalate past the key barrier in its 2021 Fuel Outlook 
released in January of this year. While many Americans 
are pointing fi ngers, they should be pointing at the same 
factor GasBuddy mentioned months ago: COVID-19 
related recovery is pushing things back to normal and 
leading to rising gasoline demand.”

It adds that, “GasBuddy expects summer gas prices 
not to set records, but settle down to levels more similar 
to 2018: the national average briefl y rising above $3/
gallon but eventually falling back under and remaining 
in the upper $2 to low $3 per gallon range. Should any 
major refi nery issues develop in the midst of the sum-
mer travel season, gas prices could become impacted in 
a large way, especially if the economy continues to see 
solid recovery and demand for fuels increases.”

Sobriety Checkpoint 
scheduled in Charmco

The West Virginia State Police will conduct a so-
briety checkpoint at U.S. Rt. 60 and WV Rt. 20 in 
the Charmco area on Friday, May 21. The checkpoint 
will be in operation between 6 p.m. and Midnight on 
Friday. The purpose of the checkpoint is to detect and 
deter impaired drivers, as well as to educate the pub-
lic about the dangers of driving an automobile while 
impaired by alcohol or drugs.

The State Police urge the motoring public to as-
sist law enforcement agencies in their efforts to stop 
driving under the infl uence incidents by reporting 
impaired drivers.
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workers and noted his family 

was aff ected by the water out-

ages. In addition, he looked to 

support those without water by 

getting in touch with Wal-Mart 

and Pepsi to provide it. Mangle 

referenced the history of the 

project, agreeing with all three 

candidates. 

“The city is addressing a 

problem that should have been 

touched 50 years ago,” said 

Mengel. “It’s something we 

have to live with until the proj-

ect is done.”

How and if the mayor can 

lower water and sewer rates was 

also addressed, with Pack point-

ing out that the Public Service 

Commission holds a lot of pow-

er over rates in the city. Once 

the water loss is under control 

and the expenses for water goes 

down, the commission could 

grant residents relief from the 

high bills. Mercer pointed to an 

88 year old woman he knew that 

was getting a $200 water bill 

while living on her own, and 

pushed for the mayor and City 

Council to make the rate chang-

es. Mengel, echoing Pack, not-

ed the city had to have all oper-

ating costs, which is the reason 

for the current bill, including 

the losses, repairs, and more. 

Morgan agreed, stating that if 

it had been worked on before, it 

would not be a problem for the 

current administration to fi x.

Next, the questions asked 

each candidate how they would 

make marginalized communi-

ties feel at home in the city. 

Mercer stated he would like to 

reach out to them and welcome 

them on behalf of the city, ex-

plaining the response he got 

from the city is part of why he 

chose to stay. Mengel already 

considers Ronceverte to be a 

welcoming community with a 

feeling of family, open to all. 

Morgan noted she wants to rep-

resent all of Ronceverte and she 

wouldn’t do diff erently tomor-

row as she would today. Pack 

highlighted the importance of 

representation, of kids being 

able to see people like them 

working in the city. She pointed 

to a local hotel, citing its role in 

desegregating the county, and 

would like to see more types of 

people get involved. 

How to best use the Green-

brier River and Island Park was 

considered next, each candidate 

asked how they plan to use the 

river access to the city’s advan-

tage. Mengel began, stating that 

they could promote the park and 

the riverfront, “it’s one of the 

best parks around,” but didn’t 

see the city making money di-

rectly off  of it. Morgan pointed 

to the Riders of the Flood show, 

the River Festival, and sports 

events as ways for the city to 

profi t and grow. Pack, after 

speaking with local organizers, 

thinks the amphitheater is dras-

tically underutilized, and could 

be the home of a music festi-

val or have a movie night over 

the river. If they can get people 

down there, the local businesses 

could use that to their advan-

tage. Mercer asked why the 

concession stand was not open 

more often, and highlighted a 

program from Greenbrier East 

High School for graduation 

credits to staff  it. He also sup-

ported reopening the pool and 

bringing in horseshoe and disc 

golf.

And what does each candi-

date plan to do to clean up Main 

Street and Edgar Avenue’s store-

fronts? Morgan looked back at 

her record on City Council, not-

ing the buildings that have been 

torn down, the new streetlights 

put in. Pack agreed, and pointed 

both Make It Shine and to local 

property and business owners 

for making strides. In addition, 

Pack said the city is currently 

working on new ordinances to 

give it more teeth against dilap-

idated properties, but were de-

layed by COVID, keeping away 

the WVU professor they were 

working with. Mercer believes 

the city has “neglected” to use 

the current code and wants to 

work with business owners to 

get grants for storefront im-

provements. Mengel noted the 

empty buildings throughout 

downtown, citing that as part of 

the reason they were having a 

hard time attracting businesses.

The fi nal question dealt with 

urban deer hunting. For the past 

two years, urban deer hunting 

has not been allowed in the city. 

In 2019 the program was voted 

down on the recommendation 

on then Chief J.R. Byers due to 

the administrative costs com-

pared to the 20 people that used 

the program. Then in 2020, the 

program was considered by 

council, but no motion to bring 

it back was made.

Mercer joked he would be fi ne 

with the program if the hunters 

would bring him some steaks. 

He supports the program, noting 

that he had never hunted with a 

bow before, and would like to 

bring it back if the food is used 

or donated to a food bank. Men-

gel said he was opposed until a 

chance encounter before a City 

Council meeting months ago. 

After speaking with two urban 

hunters about the program, his 

mind was changed and he would 

be on board, as long as it’s safe. 

Morgan said she would fi ght for 

it because it allows people to 

feed their families. Pack agreed 

if its safety could be assured, 

like it is with the requirements 

for hunters in Morgantown. She 

would consider it, she said, after 

explaining the past two years of 

the program’s history.

In order to get a feel for each 

candidate, here are lightly edit-

ed versions of each candidates’ 

introduction:

“I’m so proud to see everyone 

here,” said Barbara Morgan. 

“I’ve been in Ronceverte all my 

life, I’ve been on City Council 

for years, and I’m running for 

Mayor because I love Roncev-

erte. Anything I can do to help 

Ronceverte I’m going to do. I 

appreciate all the support I’ve 

been getting from friends and 

family and the people of Ron-

ceverte and I’ll do everything I 

can for Ronceverte. … This is a 

very impressive time for Ronce-

verte. It’s history really.”

“I’m happy to be here with 

you all tonight,” said Deena 

Pack. “First I want to thank 

the Chamber of Commerce for 

hosting the event and Ashley 

Vickers for agreeing to mod-

erate. I’d like to give a special 

thanks to my husband Jeff  and 

our kids, Nathan and Jayma, 

and also to my mom, friends, 

and family who have been noth-

ing but supportive since the mo-

ment I decided to run for mayor. 

Most of all I want to thank the 

citizens, who have given me 

the opportunity to serve on the 

Ronceverte City Council for 

the past three years. I started as 

a councilmember and recently 

I was voted into the position 

of City Recorder. I have taken 

my responsibility very seri-

ously and I believe that I have 

made decisions that were in the 

best interests of the citizens. As 

Barbara said, I grew up in Ron-

ceverte and I love the city very 

much. I want to see only good 

things. I believe that my record 

over the past three years shows 

my commitment to the city, and 

I believe I’m the right person for 

the position of mayor because 

I have proven results. I have a 

four-part plan to capitalize on 

the excitement and momentum 

that’s surrounding Ronceverte 

right now. I think that if we all 

work together, that the sky’s the 

limit. But I would like to say 

that the Mayor does not serve as 

a king or queen. The mayor has 

to work with City Council, the 

police department, the fi re de-

partment, city employees, and 

local nonprofi ts. We all have 

to work together and, by do-

ing this, we can achieve great 

things. I’m very excited to see 

what happens next.

“I grew up here in Greenbrier 

County, up here in Roncev-

erte,” said Eric Mercer. “I went 

to Ronceverte Elementary and 

Greenbrier East. In the 90s I 

served on the roster of the Ron-

ceverte Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment, where I then left. I moved 

away to several states, then 

came back after 15 years of be-

ing in Colorado, making a life 

for myself. My wife, children, 

and I said hey, let’s go back 

home to where we can call it 

home. Being here, I came back, 

and I love Ronceverte. I see the 

condition of Ronceverte right 

now and it’s time for someone 

to stand up for the people of 

Ronceverte and make it right. 

They need to bring Ronceverte 

back to life, we need to make 

Ronceverte great again. I’m not 

trying to be like another politi-

cian, but I have a lot of hopes 

and dreams to bring Ronceverte 

back to life. We need to work, 

not only with the city offi  cials, 

the fi re departments, but we also 

have to have an open ear to our 

citizens. The citizens have ex-

pressed to me, many times, what 

they would like to see and have 

been ignored. Now it’s time for 

someone to stand up for them 

and represent Ronceverte. Not 

as a dictator, but as a friend, a 

companion, and also as a leader 

to make Ronceverte great again. 

When we moved back out here, 

we bought a house on Green-

brier Avenue. It’s a beautiful 

house, it’s a beautiful neighbor-

hood, and I want Ronceverte to 

make it.”

“I’d like to thank you all for 

coming out this evening and 

showing your interest in what’s 

going on here,” said Mark Men-

gel. “I’ve been in Ronceverte 

for about ten years now, I’ve 

been involved with the Ronce-

verte River Festival for the last 

fi ve. Those of you who know 

me, and I see some familiar 

faces, probably have only seen 

me in a t-shirt, sweatshirt, jeans. 

I fi gured I’d dress up tonight to 

show you that I can, and the rea-

son for that is I believe that the 

mayor of Ronceverte becomes 

the face of Ronceverte. The 

representative for this town. I 

thank you for the opportunity to 

do this.”

Ronceverte Debate cont. from Page 2

Rainelle cont. from Front 

• Devices used to increase the potency 

of any species of plant which is a con-

trolled substance. 

• Testing equipment designed for use 

in identifying or analyzing the strength, 

eff ectiveness, or purity of controlled sub-

stances. 

• Scales and balances used, intended 

for use, or designed for use in weighing 

or measuring controlled substances. 

• Diluents or adultants used in cutting 

controlled substances. 

• Segregation skins and sifters de-

signed for use in removing twigs and 

seed and otherwise cleaning or refi ning 

marijuana. 

• Blenders, bowls, containers, spoons, 

mixing devices used, intended for use, or 

designed for use in compounding con-

trolled substances. 

• Capsules, balloons, and other con-

tainers marketed for use or designed for 

use in packaging small quantities of con-

trolled substances. 

• Hypodermic syringes, needles, and 

other objects marketed for use or de-

signed for use for injecting controlled 

substances into the human body. 

• Paper of colorful design with names 

oriented for use with controlled, danger-

ous substances. Tobacco oriented paper 

not specifi cally designed for use with 

controlled substances in not covered.

• Types of clips that are used in con-

nection with a controlled substance. 

• Roach clips, meaning objects used to 

hold burning materials such as marijuana 

cigarettes.

• Miniature cocaine spoons and co-

caine vials.

• Bongs.

The ordinance also noted that if a court 

makes part of the ordinance invalid, the 

rest of the ordinance is valid without the 

invalid provision.

Acting Mayor Bill Bell voiced oppo-

sition to the Harm Reduction clinics, in 

particular the needle exchange program.

“It does attract people that come to 

your community, I would say that’s a 

given,” Bell said. “It enables current 

drug use, whether or not you agree that 

it does. It does aff ect the drug use of the 

entire community, as a whole. I’d have to 

think that if you have that many needles 

out there and that many [40 percent] are 

not getting returned, it’s increasing use 

somewhere. … these are the concerns 

of the people in our community and we 

have to listen to them.”

Councilmember and mayoral candi-

date John Wyatt questioned why Seneca 

hosts the Harm Reduction programs in 

Rainelle, rather than opening a clinic 

directly in the city. He continued on to 

say the program is looking to the Town 

of Rainelle to do its job.

“If you’re in that program, you have to 

drive to Lewisburg, Beckley, or cross the 

state line,” Wyatt said. “There’s a whole 

lot of questions I have about how these 

programs are run, how they’re taken 

care of, or where they choose. Why do 

they choose downtown Rainelle and not 

downtown Lewisburg or Ronceverte or 

White Sulphur Springs?”

Recently, Seneca Health Services 

hosted a Narcan distributions in Rupert, 

White Sulphur Springs, Alderson, and in 

Lewisburg.

One guest speaker, nurse and recov-

ery coach Alyssa Marshall, pushed back 

against this characterization and spoke in 

favor of the Harm Reduction clinics.

“Everyone has someone in their family 

that struggles with addiction,” said Mar-

shall. “If you don’t, they may be hiding it 

very well or are in denial. … The Harm 

Reduction program distributes disease 

prevention material, educational materi-

al, they check for HIV, Heitatis A and C.”

Marshall questioned if nurses and 

other authorized people with these items 

would be pulled over or face law en-

forcement action for having the correct 

equipment for doing their jobs. Bell con-

fi rmed this would not be the case.

“Our offi  cers are well trained and I 

think they would be able to judge if you 

had someone abusing it,” agreed Coun-

cilmember Martha Livesay. “They’re not 

going to pull over an eldery person or a 

nurse, they’re smart enough to know the 

diff erence.”

Marshall also touched on how laws 

like this aff ect perceptions of people us-

ing these items for legitimate purposes.

“Recently I had a young patient whose 

diabetes was out of control. He ended up 

in the hospital in a coma. During the con-

versation, he mentioned he hadn’t been 

checking his blood sugar. He was em-

barrassed, he would go out with friends 

and he didn’t want to check his blood 

sugar before going out into a restaurant. 

He said ‘how would you feel if you saw 

me sitting in a vehicle, giving myself a 

shot? You wouldn’t know what I was do-

ing, you would automatically think I was 

living in addiction because I’m a young 

person.’”

In addition, she pushed back on some-

thing Bell allegedly told her in a previous 

conversation.

“As I was speaking with the mayor, 

he referred to those living with addiction 

as dope heads and deadbeats,” Marshall 

said. “I don’t appreciate that. I’m sorry 

but I would expect someone elected to 

offi  cer to serve all the people and be will-

ing to see them all for people, and not 

judge in any way.”

Wyatt addressed the Harm Reduction 

program and the people trying to get help 

for those with addiction.

 “I know they are well meaning and 

wonderful people and have com-

passion for the addict, as well as 

I do, but our community,” Wyatt 

said. “We have to think about our 

community and fi gure out how to 

address these problems. … Even 

though we have empathy and 

sympathy for those that are in ad-

diction, our fi rst line of defense is 

for the community.”

The fi rst reading of the ordi-

nance was passed unanimously 

and will be taken up again, with 

a public hearing, in a future Town 

Council meeting.
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NEW RESIDENTS WANTED BY:

Greenbrier Greeters
If you have recently moved to this area, 

please contact us for a free welcome visit.
We would be glad to share gifts and information about the area, 

provided free by local businesses and professional services.

Heather Blake, Owner 304-646-2624

greenbriergreeters@gmail.com

CLUBCLUB

A Look Back 

By William “Skip” Deegans
In 1940, Lewisburg’s Hollowell 

Park was a sloping cow pasture. Lew-

isburg High School football games 

were played on a small portion of the 

eleven-acre fi eld that belonged to Miss 

Pat Mathews. The community really 

wanted to acquire a small part of the 

pasture for a football fi eld, but little 

had been done about it.

Dr. John Montgomery, who was 

Superintendent of Greenbrier County 

Schools and chairman of the Lewis-

burg Parks Commission, asked “Miss 

Pat” for a meeting at the pasture. The 

grass was wet from rain the night 

before, so Mathews and Montgom-

ery wore high boots. As they walked 

over the pasture, Montgomery began 

to share his vision of how the com-

munity could use the fi eld in addition 

to football - baseball, softball, vol-

leyball, tennis, lawn bowling, swings, 

seesaws, slides and horseshoe pits. As 

they walked and Montgomery talked, 

Miss Pat said, “Sounds like you would 

like to have the whole fi eld.” Shortly 

after their walk, Miss Pat agreed to 

sell 10.5 acres of the eleven. Shown 

in this week’s photo is the initial plan 

for Lewisburg Recreational Center for 

Whites.

The Parks Commission moved for-

ward with establishing the Recreation-

al Center for Whites at the same time 

it established the Recreational Center 

for Colored. The Commission began 

raising funds for both parks. At a 1945 

meeting of the Commission, the words 

“whites” and “colored” were dropped 

from the names of the parks. The 

names changed again as the colored 

park became Dorie Miller and much 

later the white’s park was renamed 

Hollowell Park. Eventually, as Green-

brier County schools were integrated, 

and so were Lewisburg’s parks.

Sources: Dr. John F. Montgomery’s 
papers courtesy of Mary Montgomery 
Lindquist, Beckley Post-Herald, The 
Greenbrier Independent.

Lewisburg celebrates 
Drinking Water Week

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**
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MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE
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1-844-295-2840CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Final ‘Tilapia to Go’ 
dinner postponed 
until May 21

The fi nal “Tilapia to Go” dinner has been post-

poned until Friday, May 21 at the Emmanuel United 

Methodist Church parking lot. Serving time will be 

4:30 to 7 p.m. at a cost of $10 per dinner.  

 Originally scheduled for this Friday, the dinner 

was moved to accommodate the Lifeline Mobile 

health unit to sit up in the parking area on Friday.  

The May 21 “Tilapia to Go” will be the fi nal one 

for this spring, but Perk Berry Jr., grand knight of 

the Greenbrier Valley Council Knights of Columbus, 

noted the Knights were looking forward to re-estab-

lishing the sitdown dinners with choices during the 

Lenten season in 2022.

The Knights are indebted to the White Sulphur 

Springs Community Center as well as the Emmanuel 

UM Church and the team of volunteers for their as-

sistance in making the change of date possible.

Church Bulletin
Woodland Cemetery 
meeting set for May 29 
The annual meeting for the Woodland cemetery will 

be held Saturday, May 29, at 10 a.m. in the Woodland 

community room.  All members of the community, 

past and present, are urged to attend.

Frankford Ruritans recognized

Debra Bowman, Lower WV Zone 7 Governor, and Robert Shetterly

Lower WV Ruritan Zone 7 Governor Debra Bowman and Frankford Ruri-
tan Club President Joe Bogucki

Lower WV District Zone 7 Gov-

ernor Debra Bowman had the honor 

to attend the Frankford Ruritan 

meeting in April and present several 

awards.  

Frankford Ruritan member Rob-

ert Shetterly received recognition 

for “Outstanding and Meritorious 

Service to the Frankford Ruritan 

Club” presented on behalf of Lower 

WV District Governor Blaine Cecil. 

The club received certifi cates from 

Ruritan National Foundation for 

their participation in the Birthday 

Fund. 

The club was presented with 

certifi cates from Ruritan National 

to Club President Joe Bogucki for 

Community Service as follows:  

Social Development - Gold; Envi-

ronment - Gold; Business and Pro-

fessions - Gold; Citizenship and Pa-

triotism - Gold, and Public Service 

- Silver.    

Zone Governor Bowman thanked 

the members for their service to 

the community.  She pointed out 

that many hours are worked to earn 

these certifi cates and that it was 

quite an accomplishment for the 

club.  Frankford Ruritan Club also 

participates in the Build Your Dol-

lar Scholarship from Ruritan Na-

tional, recently participated in the 

Adopt A Highway, and brings dona-

tions to the food pantry.

Laura Izzo (left), Autumn Crowe, and Mary Surbaugh pictured with a number of 
rain barrels that were given away.

The City of Lewisburg, in partnership 

with the Greenbrier River Watershed 

Association, WV Rivers Coalition, and 

communities throughout the U.S. pro-

claimed May 2 through May 8 as Drink-

ing Water Week. Drinking Water Week 

is an opportunity for both water profes-

sionals and the communities they serve 

to recognize the vital role water plays in 

our daily lives. 

To kick things off , Mayor Beverly 

White issued a proclamation and helped 

lend a hand with the Community Rain 

Barrel project. The Greenbrier Water-

shed, with funding from WV Rivers Co-

alition and Mountain Resource Conser-

vation and Development, purchased 50 

rain barrels to distribute to the commu-

nity. Rain barrels help to reduce storm-

water pollution, improving the quality 

of water in the Greenbrier River, which 

serves as the drinking water source for 

the communities of Lewisburg, Roncev-

erte, and Alderson. 

“Clean Water is not only the respon-

sibility of the water utility; it takes the 

entire community to make sure we are 

working together to protect our drinking 

water source” says Autumn Leah Crowe, 

Staff  Scientist with WV Rivers Coalition 

and board member of the Greenbrier Riv-

er Watershed Association.  

To commemorate drinking water 

week, water drinkers are encouraged to 

learn more about the importance of keep-

ing our water sources clean, visit www.

wvrivers.org or www.greenbrier.org to 

get involved. 
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*Requires a 36-month monitoring contract. Minimum purchase of $599 and upgrade required.
Early term. and installation fees apply. For full terms and pricing see reverse.

FREE*
$200 value

ADT HD Outdoor Camera
installed free

FREE*
$200 value

ADT Video Doorbell
Camera installed free

FREE
*

2 cameras 
installed

Seeing is believing.
Get 2 security cameras installed FREE*.
ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved
ones are safe  –  whether you’re out and about or in the next room.

*ADT Video Doorbell AND Outdoor Camera Professionally Installed Free: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $56.99/mo. with QSP 
(24-month monitoring contract in California, total fees from $1,367.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. Off er includes installation of one (1) video doorbell 
camera AND one (1) outdoor camera with minimum purchase price of $599 after promo is applied depending on geographic location. Applicable taxes 
extra. Upon early termination by Customer, ADT may charge 75% of the monthly service charges due for the balance of the initial contract term. Quality 
Service Plan (QSP) is ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. Service and installation charges vary depending on system confi guration, equipment, and services 
selected. Expires 7/15/2021.
General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. System remains property of ADT. Local 
permit fees may be required. Prices and off ers subject to change and may vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. 
A security deposit may be required. Simulated screen images and photos are for illustrative purposes only. 
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are 
marks and/or registered marks. Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information 
available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654, F1655; MA 
172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North Carolina, 7535P2, 7561P2, 7562P10, 7563P7, 7565P1, 7566P9, 7564P4; NY 
12000305615; PA 09079, MS 15019511. DF-CD-NP-Q221

Call today to speak with 
a home security expert
1-866-391-9776 • Off er expires: 7/15/2021

252 Montvue Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-645-1851

Chapel Seating For 400 Comfortably

Well Lit Parking Lot With 125 Spaces

12 Reserved For Those 

With Exceptionalities

Wheelchair Accessible – 

Modern Technology

Headstones, Markers 
and Memorials

www.morganfh.net
FB-@morganfhwv

James “ Richie” Holliday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee In Charge

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
Joan Schuyler Macfarlan Jost

Lewisburg-On Monday, Apr. 26, 

2021, Joan Schuyler Macfarlan Jost was 

called to glory and into the loving em-

brace of our father, her husband, and her 

four-legged friends waiting across the 

rainbow bridge.

She was born in Ridgewood, NJ, on 

May 23, 1939, to Allen Dunlop and Hel-

en Schuyler Van Ness Macfarlan.

She was preceded in death by her hus-

band, John Mathias Jost of Reading, PA.

She is survived by her loving son, 

John Michael Jost of Lewisburg; her 

siblings, Sandy and Nancy Macfarlan of 

Deltona, FL, Robin and Darrell Hatch-

ett of Jacksonville, FL and Debbie and 

Robert Benz of Hobe Sound, FL.

Joan earned a teaching degree from 

Furman University and a Masters of 

Special Education from the College of 

Graduate Studies at Marshall Univer-

sity.  She worked as a respected Special 

Education teacher in Greenbrier County 

until her retirement. She was an avid 

ACC sports fan, strong supporter of 

animal rescue and transportation, and an 

active staff  member for Camp Alleghany 

for Girls.

The family is grateful for all the 

prayers and heartfelt outreach during 

this emotional time.

In lieu of fl owers please donate to the 

Lantern Scholarship, PO Box 1682, Lew-

isburg, WV 24901. Checks payable to 

GVCF with CAAA Lantern in the memo 

or Greenbrier East Band Boosters, 273 

Spartan Lane, Lewisburg WV 24901.

A celebration of life memorial service 

will be held at the river Saturday, June 5 

at 7:30 p.m.

Wallace & Wallace Funeral Home in 

Lewisburg is in charge    of arrange-

ments.

Please send online condolences by 

visiting www.WallaceandWallaceFH.

com

Carnegie Hall announces Summer 
Classes & Workshops; scholarships 
available for youth and seniors

“Winter Farm Scene” drawing by John Coff ey

As part of its commitment to lifelong 

learning, Carnegie Hall off ers a series 

of classes and workshops to enlighten 

and inspire learners of all ages. Due to 

the high demand for the Spring Session 

classes, Carnegie Hall for the fi rst time 

will off er Classes & Workshops in June 

2021. Participants will have the opportu-

nity to learn techniques in weaving, clay, 

drawing, music, painting, printmaking, 

science, and stained glass. 

According to Carnegie Hall Educa-

tion Director Leah Trent, almost all the 

spring classes sold out. “We realized that 

the folks in the community are very in-

terested in learning new art forms . . . 

and getting out of the house,” she added.  

“We also thought since Carnegie Hall 

isn’t currently able to off er concerts, we 

should continue to be open to the public 

through our educational programming.”

The course off erings include: weave 

a tall door basket; basic drawing; wheel 

throwing clay for adults; printmaking 

for kids & teens; harp for intermediate 

players; bowed psaltery for beginners; 

slime lab; clay for kids; clay for youth; 

open studio stained glass; beginning wa-

tercolor painting; weave a round basket; 

and acrylic painting. 

Teaching the summer courses are John 

Coff ey, Amie Durrman, Harmony Flo-

ra, Sean O’Connell, Sandra Schmoker, 

Kathy Talley, Leah Trent, and Lynda 

Weischowsky.

Thanks to generous funding from the 

West Virginia Department of Arts, Cul-

ture, and History, the Benedum Founda-

tion, United Way of Greenbrier Valley, 

and the Mary B. Nickell Foundation, 

scholarships are available for youths 18 

and under and seniors who live in Green-

brier County. The calendar of classes in-

cludes sessions for kids, teens, and adults.

The classes begin in May and June, 

with some courses continuing into July. 

Registration is extremely limited due to 

the small class sizes, so Carnegie Hall en-

courages participants to register early. To 

register visit www.carnegiehallwv.org or 

call 304-645-7917 between 10 a.m. and 4 

p.m. from Monday through Friday.

All participants will be screened for 

COVID symptoms at the door and must 

wear face coverings the entire time they 

are in Carnegie Hall. Participants will so-

cially distance and will have individual 

sets of materials and tools.

Flush with cash, WV wants 

to fi x its internet. But how?

Legislators killed their own plan at 
the last minute. Now, consultants are 
being brought in to fi gure out how to 
spend more than $200 million.

By Lucas Manfi eld 
for Mountain State Spotlight

Th is story was originally published by 
Mountain State Spotlight. For more stories 
from Mountain State Spotlight, visit www.
mountainstatespotlight.org.

More than a decade ago, West Virginia 

offi  cials faced a gargantuan problem 

without enough money to fi x it. They 

earmarked $5 million toward fi xing the 

state’s slow, unreliable internet, then 

spent years bickering over how to spend 

it with little progress made on the prob-

lem. 

But now, they’ll have another chance - 

with a lot more money and much, much 

higher stakes.

While the pandemic has exacerbated 

the impacts of West Virginia’s digital 

divide, it’s also loosened purse strings. 

Thanks to federal coronavirus relief, 

the state now has over $200 million ear-

marked for broadband expansion. That 

doesn’t count the additional billions that 

federal agencies and local governments 

could potentially spend to address the 

state’s broadband issues in coming years.

Now, West Virginia offi  cials fi nd them-

selves in an unfamiliar place when it 

comes to broadband: awash in cash, leav-

ing legislators and other state offi  cials 

scrambling to fi gure out how to spend it. 

Unlike many of its peers who were ex-

perimenting with innovative ways to spur 

- and often supplement - private invest-

ment in broadband infrastructure, West 

Virginia doesn’t have a state grantmak-

ing program. 

“We have not developed a state pro-

gram because we never had state fund-

ing,” explained Kelly Workman, a direc-

tor at the state’s newly-formed Offi  ce of 

Broadband, at a meeting with state lead-

ers earlier this month.  

This infl ux of cash creates a “once-

in-a-lifetime opportunity,” she said, and 

added that it was “imperative we get 

started immediately.”  

But there’s no guarantee the money 

will fi x the state’s connectivity issues. 

Robert Morris Jr., chairman of the state 

council that - in one iteration or another 

- has overseen the state’s broadband strat-

egy for much of the last decade, warned 

his fellow council members at a recent 

meeting that just throwing money at the 

problem isn’t enough. 

“There’s no doubt [the money] can be 

spent, but does it actually improve ser-

vice?” he said.

Second chances

A decade ago, West Virginia handed 

Frontier Communications a monopoly 

over its rural telephone service in ex-

change for a promise that the company 

would repair the state’s decaying copper 

wire phone network and use it to provide 

internet access to a vast majority of the 

state. 

It was a horrible deal. Frontier sucked 

up profi ts - and, when its service begin 

to decline, more fi nancial assistance - 

from the state. Instead of improving its 

service, the company invested in a series 

of calamitous coastal expansions that ul-

timately sent it into bankruptcy. 

At one point, federal regulators de-

manded the state return millions of dol-

lars that it had given to Frontier after the 

company admitted to wasting it. Frontier 

declined, and is still mired in litigation 

brought by a local competitor, CityNet.

The result is that West Virginia’s inter-

net continues to lag behind the rest of the 

country, falling this year to 48th in rank-

ings of high-speed internet access. 

Now, regulators want Frontier to help 

clean up the mess. 

The Federal Communications Com-

mission announced late last year that it 

planned to give the company another 

$250 million, and West Virginia regula-

tors decided to allow Frontier to continue 

operating in the state post-bankruptcy - 

after the company promised to spend an 

additional $200 million to fi x its broken 

network.

State lawmakers, however, aren’t so 

keen on giving Frontier a second chance. 

They’ve made clear in a series of letters 

to the FCC that they don’t want Frontier 

getting any more federal assistance. And 

they passed an omnibus broadband law 

this year designed to encourage competi-

tion among internet providers - in other 

words, competition with Frontier - as 

they race to put federal subsidies to use, 

building out the new, expensive fi ber net-

works that can deliver the high-speeds 

now expected by Netfl ix-loving custom-

ers. 

New money

State broadband money began stacking 

up last year when Gov. Jim Justice prom-

ised to allocate $50 million of federal 

coronavirus relief to improving internet 

- a response to the many West Virginians 

trying to work and study at home with 

bad internet. Nearly a third of that money 

remains unspent. The second round of 

federal relief in March added another 

$138 million. And state lawmakers also 

approved $50 million for broadband in 

next year’s budget, which takes eff ect 

July 1.

And that’s just the money that the state 

controls directly. The Federal Commu-

nications Commission has already com-

mitted to spending over $350 million in 

West Virginia over the next decade. This 

includes the money promised to Frontier, 

but the number will likely rise signifi -

cantly as the FCC spends the remainder 

of its $20 billion fund and Congress de-

bates adding up to $100 billion more in 

broadband assistance.

But West Virginia lawmakers haven’t 

yet fi gured out to spend their portion of 

all this new money.

A bipartisan proposal - pushed by Sen. 

Robert Plymale, D-Wayne and Delegate 

Daniel Linville, R-Cabell - died in the 

Senate on the last day of the legislative 

session. It would have established four 

diff erent funds for spending state broad-

band money, and required new fi ber built 

entirely with public funds to be “open ac-

cess” - meaning any company would be 

able to lease it and provide a competing 

service.   

But the idea was swatted down - twice 

- after the state’s existing internet provid-

ers objected.

In a fi ery speech before his colleagues 

on the fl oor of the House, Linville blamed 

the proposal’s failure on lobbying by 

telecommunications companies like Sud-

denlink and CityNet. “They think that 

because we need this so desperately, that 

they can write the legislation,” Linville 

said.

In an emailed statement, Chris Mor-

ris, an executive at Bridgeport-based 

CityNet, said  Linville’s proposal would 

have had “negative unintended out-

comes” and “would likely have resulted 

in a decrease in private investment.” 

He expressed frustration with the way 

CityNet, he felt, was being vilifi ed. 

“For too many years, we advocated for 

policies that would facilitate competition 

and broadband expansion and no one 

seemed to care,” he wrote. 

High-priced consultants

Meanwhile, lacking legislative guid-

ance, the state’s Broadband Enhance-

ment Council is pressing ahead. The 

volunteer group tasked a consultant, the 

Maine-based company Tilson, with cre-

ating a proposal for a new “Broadband 

Infrastructure Funding Program.” Tilson 

presented a “high-level” proposal to the 

council in early April. 

Tilson’s plan included new “mapping 

eff orts” to determine eligible areas, as-

sistance with “scoring and award recom-

mendations” and compliance monitoring 

- all for a fee: roughly 2% according to a 

fi rm executive.

A Tilson consultant said the fi rm’s pro-

posal was based on their experiences with 

similar programs in other states. New 

See “Spotlight”_____________Page 11 
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SCHOOLSCHOOL

325 Pond Street, Union, WV 24983

You’re Invited
To Our

Open House

Kid friendly! Bring along an injured doll or 
battered chew toy for our surgeon to mend!

www.senecatrailanimalhospital.com

Saturday, May 15
11am-2pm

Free Gift Bags
Food and Drink
Hospital Tours

X-Ray Display
Stuffed Animal Repair
Prizes & More...

1096 Broad Street. Summersville, WV 26651
Phone: (304) 872-5872   Fax: (304) 872-5877

Greenbrier County 
Bus Schedule

Monday - Friday 6:50 am - 6:10 pm
Serving Alderson, Ronceverte, Fairlea, Lewisburg, 

Caldwell and White Sulphur Springs

www.mtawv.com
TDD: (304) 872-5872

  Purple Line   Downtown Lewisburg - White Sulphur Springs Bus Schedule
MTA bus deviation service available. Please call a day in advance. Additional charges may apply. 
We will deviate up to 3/4 of a mile off route.

1   Downtown
7   Caldwell
8   White Sulphur Springs
9   Food Lion
10 White Sulphur Springs
7   Caldwell
11 N Lee Street
5   Walmart
12 Fairview Road
1   Downtown

6:50
7:00
7:10
7:15
7:20
7:30
7:35
7:40
7:45
7:50

8:00
8:10
8:20
8:25
8:30
8:40
8:45
8:50
8:55
9:00

9:00
9:10
9:20
9:25
9:30
9:40
9:45
9:50
9:55
10:00

10:00
10:10
10:20
10:25
10:30
10:40
10:45
10:50
10:55
11:00

11:00
11:10
11:20
11:25
11:30
11:40
11:45
11:50
11:55
12:00

12:00
12:10
12:20
12:25
12:30
12:40
12:45
12:50
12:55
1:00

1:00
1:10
1:20
1:25
1:30
1:40
1:45
1:50
1:55
2:00

2:00
2:10
2:20
2:25
2:30
2:40
2:45
2:50
2:55
3:00

3:00
3:10
3:20
3:25
3:30
3:40
3:45
3:50
3:55
4:00

4:10
4:20
4:30
4:35
4:40
4:50
4:55
5:00
5:05
5:10

5:10
5:20
5:30
5:35
5:40
5:50
5:55
6:00
6:05
6:10

  Green Line   Downtown Lewisburg - Caldwell - White Sulphur Springs
   Stop/Location               Scheduled  Arrival                              PM Times in Bold

1   Downtown
2   Fairlea
3   Ronceverte
2   Fairlea
4   Lewisburg
5   Walmart
6   GV Airport
5   Walmart
1   Downtown

6:50
6:55
7:00
7:10
7:20
7:25
7:40
7:50
8:00

8:00
8:05
8:10
8:20
8:30
8:35
8:50
8:55
9:00

9:00
9:05
9:10
9:20
9:30
9:35
9:50
9:55
10:00

10:00
10:05
10:10
10:20
10:30
10:35
10:50
10:55
11:00

11:00
11:05
11:10
11:20
11:30
11:35
11:50
11:55
12:00

12:00
12:05
12:10
12:20
12:30
12:35
12:50
12:55
1:00

1:00
1:05
1:10
1:20
1:30
1:35
1:50
1:55
2:00

2:00
2:05
2:10
2:20
2:30
2:35
2:50
2:55
3:00

3:00
3:05
3:10
3:20
3:30
3:35
3:50
3:55
4:00

4:10
4:15
4:20
4:30
4:40
4:45
4:55
5:05
5:10

5:10
5:15
5:20
5:30
5:40
5:45
5:55
6:05
6:10

   Stop/Location      Scheduled  Arrival  Time                            PM Times in Bold

Mountain Transit Authority

Despite pandemic, WVSOM students 
make community service a priority

GEHS student among Top 

5 Poetry Out Loud fi nalists 

Dear Recycle Lady,
What is greenwashing?

Newspaper Reader
Dear Newspaper Reader,
Greenwashing, also called green marketing, is a 

form of marketing used by companies to make their 

products appear to be more environmentally friendly 

and sustainable than they actually are. It is used to 

make a company appear to be green, and that a sus-

tainable change has been made in their products. The 

Nielsen report found that “the majority of consum-

ers take into account sustainable packaging when 

making purchasing decisions and companies’ bottom 

lines are positively aff ected by making sustainability 

claims.”

Hello, Recycle Lady,
My daughter has a question.  Can she recycle her 

mousse spray cans along with her spray paint cans?  

Also, would you reprint the seed exchange informa-

tion.  I have many marigold and columbine fl ower 

seeds to share.  

Young Recycler
Dear Young Recycler,
Good for you. We need the younger generation to 

join in and encourage their peers to join in also.  Yes, 

your mousse spray cans may be recycled.  Be sure to 

press the spray nozzle until nothing more comes out, 

toss the cap in the trash, and add your spray can to 

the steel can bin.  The Master Gardeners are having 

their plant sale Saturday, May 15, at the fairgrounds. 

Perhaps you could take your seeds there.

Dear Recycle Lady,
How many countries have banned plastic bags?

Traveler
Dear Traveler,
According toworldatlas.com, the fi rst country to to-

tally ban plastic bags was Bangladesh in 2002. Their 

ban came about because the bags were polluting the 

waterways and drainage systems. There are now 59 

countries in the world that have a full or partial ban 

of plastic bags.  Plastic bags have been around since 

1933 when they were invented in England.  In 1965, 

the one-piece plastic bag was designed by Sten Gus-

taf Thulin and patented by the Swedish company, 

Celloplast. 

In 1982, Kroger and Safeway were the fi rst super-

markets to use plastic bags, followed by other chain 

stores.  Today over one trillion plastic bags are pro-

duced, and used, annually. They can be found almost 

everywhere humans are, as well as some very unusu-

al places like in the polar ice caps and in the depths 

of the oceans. In 1997 Charles Moore shocked the 

world with the discovery of the Great Pacifi c Gar-

bage Patch that is mainly plastic.  Using a reusable 

bag when shopping instead of a plastic bag can help 

contribute to the elimination of these bags. They are 

threatening the existence 

of marine life and wildlife 

and littering the roadsides.

Don’t forget the Pesti-

cide Collection on Satur-

day, May 15 at the Recy-

cle Center in Ronceverte.  

Help us help the birds, 

bees, butterfl ies and in-

sects.

Have questions about 

recycling, or interesting 

information about recy-

cling?   Send questions 

or requests to recycle-

lady@greenbrier-swa.

com.  Dear Recycle Lady 

is sponsored jointly by 

the Greenbrier Recycling 

Center and Greenworks 

Recycling.

New River CTC celebrates 2020 and 2021 
graduates in 17th commencement ceremony

New River Community and Tech-

nical College will celebrate both the 

class of 2020 and 2021 at the col-

lege’s seventeenth commencement 

ceremony on Saturday, May 15 at the 

Beckley-Raleigh County Convention 

Center.

New River CTC President Dr. Bon-

ny Ball Copenhaver will welcome the 

graduates, their families and guests, 

and Board of Governors Chair Dr. 

Tom Lemke, Faculty Senate Chair Dr. 

Stacy Reikowsky and graduating stu-

dents Aniesha Pickering and Melinda 

Price will address the attendees.

“It is always an honor to play a role 

in the lives of our graduates and see 

them walk across the stage to receive 

their diplomas, but this event will be 

extraordinarily special,” Copenhaver 

said. “Because of the pandemic, we 

did not hold a 2020 ceremony, so this 

event has been one that many gradu-

ates have not only worked for but had 

to wait for. We are very excited to be 

able to celebrate both the class of 2020 

and 2021 this year.”

Academic honors will be presented 

to 146 students from both the class 

of 2020 and 2021 graduating with at 

least a 3.4 grade point average (GPA). 

In addition, 17 graduates of the two 

classes are members of the Phi Theta 

Kappa academic honor society for as-

sociate degree students with at least a 

3.5 GPA.

New River CTC is registering stu-

dents for the summer 2021, fall 2021, 

spring 2022 and summer 2022 semes-

ters. For more information, visit www.

newriver.edu, email admissions@ne-

wriver.edu or call 1-866-349-3739.

Students at the West 

Virginia School of Os-

teopathic Medicine 

(WVSOM) may have 

faced an uphill battle in 

continuing their educa-

tion amidst the COV-

ID-19 pandemic during 

the 2020-21 academic 

year, but that doesn’t 

mean they didn’t make 

time to give back to the 

communities that help 

inspire them.

Students at the school 

completed more than 

6,000 hours of commu-

nity service activities - or 

T.O.U.C.H. (Translating 

Osteopathic Understand-

ing Into Community 

Health) hours - through-

out the academic year. 

The T.O.U.C.H. program 

is a national initiative 

of the American Asso-

ciation of Colleges of 

Osteopathic Medicine’s 

Council of Osteopathic 

Student Government 

Presidents with the goal 

of encouraging students 

to engage in volunteer 

service throughout their 

communities.

Through the 

T.O.U.C.H. program, 

osteopathic medical stu-

dents complete approved 

events in the community 

and submit their hours to 

a national database. Rec-

ognition at diff erent lev-

els is given to students 

who achieve 50 hours, 

100 hours or the most 

hours at a given school in 

an academic year.

Belinda Evans, WV-

SOM’s director of stu-

dent life, said students 

at the medical school 

showed selfl essness by 

rising to the occasion 

during a diffi  cult time.

“We’re so used to see-

ing students all over 

campus, but this academ-

ic year has included chal-

lenges for all of us,” she 

said. “Our students faced 

those obstacles and made 

a lasting impact on their 

learning as well as show-

ing their commitment to 

community service.”

As an example, Ev-

ans said, the Community 

Relations Committee 

of WVSOM’s Student 

Government Association 

handcrafted more than 

500 cards that were dis-

tributed in honor of Na-

tional Letter to an Elder 

Day in February.

Since the start of 

2021, the WVSOM stu-

dent chapter of DOC has 

sponsored a feminine 

hygiene drive for the 

Lewisburg-based Family 

Refuge Center, a domes-

tic violence shelter, and 

the student chapter of 

the National Osteopathic 

Women Physicians As-

sociation raised $250 for 

the center through a do-

mestic violence aware-

ness lapel pin sale. Last 

month, the center award-

ed Evans its annual Bea-

con of Hope award in the 

medical category, on be-

half of WVSOM student 

organizations.

Additionally, the stu-

dent chapter of the Amer-

ican Osteopathic Acad-

emy of Sports Medicine 

sponsored a March Mad-

ness bracket event that 

brought in $300 to ben-

efi t Central Greenbrier 

Little League.

Last fall, the WVSOM 

Pride Alliance sold LG-

BTQ+ pride and Black 

Lives Matter lapel pins, 

raising $450 for the Ap-

palachian Community 

Fund, a nonprofi t orga-

nization that provides 

support to grassroots or-

ganizations working to 

overcome the underlying 

causes of poverty and in-

justice in central Appala-

chia, Evans said.

As WVSOM’s 

T.O.U.C.H. coordinator 

for the 2020-21 academic 

year, second-year student 

Marion White helped stu-

dents connect with local 

organizations that needed 

assistance. She said be-

ing a physician requires 

knowing the community 

in which you practice, 

and that students made a 

strong eff ort to do so this 

year, both through health 

care-related activities 

like helping to adminis-

ter COVID-19 vaccines 

and through nonmedical 

activities like volunteer-

ing at food pantries or at 

the demonstration garden 

at the Clingman Center 

for Community Engage-

ment.

At times, the realities 

of the pandemic required 

getting creative and mod-

ifying existing activities, 

White said.

“For example, one of 

our biggest projects is 

Communities in Schools, 

where medical students 

visit area elementary 

schools to serve as men-

tors and tutors,” she said. 

“This year we weren’t 

able to do it exactly like 

we used to, but we were 

able to help virtually, and 

that made a diff erence to 

students who couldn’t go 

to school. Through tech-

nology we were able to 

reach kids and help keep 

them on track with their 

school work. I’m proud 

that we were resilient 

and found ways to help 

the community despite 

the pandemic.”

Notre Dame High 

School student Ben Long 

will represent West Vir-

ginia at the Poetry Out 

Loud National Finals, 

which will be webcast on 

Thursday, May 27, at 7 

p.m. at arts.gov/poetry-

out-loud. Actor and writer 

Shaun Taylor-Corbett will 

host an evening of recita-

tions by the top nine fi nal-

ists, with live interviews 

with the students and the 

announcement of the 2021 

Poetry Out Loud National 

Champion. 

Long won the West 

Virginia Poetry Out Loud 

championship in March, 

with his video recitations 

of Istanbul 1983 by Sheila 

Black, An Autumn Sunset 

by Edith Wharton, and A 

Blessing by James Wright. 

As West Virginia’s cham-

pion, Long represented 

the state at the National 

Poetry Out Loud Semifi -

nals on May 2. Out of 55 

state and jurisdictional 

champions who competed 

in the national semifi nals, 

Long was named one of 

only nine high school stu-

dents who will compete in 

the National Finals.

Rounding out the state’s 

top fi ve fi nalists were Na-

talea Johnson of Spring 

Mills High School, Mor-

gan Sprouse representing 

the Vintage Theater Com-

pany, and Blaine Yates 

of Greenbrier East High 

School.

The 2021 Poetry Out 

Loud National Finals will 

take place virtually with 

each fi nalist submitting 

video recordings of their 

recitations - selected from 

an anthology of more than 

1,100 classic and contem-

porary poems - which will 

be part of the May 27 we-

bcast. Judges will review 

and score the recitations 

based on criteria, includ-

Show support for local news, 

while increasing your business 

potential – ADVERTISE in the 

Mountain Messenger today. 

Call 304-647-5724 or email 
ads@mountainmessenger.com.

See “Poetry”___Page 11 
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FOR SALEFOR RENT
2BD/ 1.5 BA APARTMENT
Newly renovated. Available 
in July. $750 plus utilities. For 
pictures, visit website wod-
derrentals.com/duplex. For 
more information call 304-
661-1597.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Heritage Ap-
ple Trees, 26 varieties lo-
cally grown and grafted. 
Call 304-645-7318.
FOR SALE: 3 quilt tops; a 
Fly Foot, a Love Ring, and 
a Log Cabin. $35 each. 
Call 304-619-9831. 

FOR SALE: Gas stove, 
glass front, propane hookup. 
$250 Call 304-438-7480.

FOR SALE: Hot Water 
Tank, used. $100 Call 304-
438-7480.

FOR SALE:  Nissan Titan 
wheels, like new. $150 
Call 304-438-7480.

1096 Broad Street. Summersville, WV 26651
Phone: (304) 872-5872   Fax: (304) 872-5877

Mountain Transit Authority

The Mountain Transit Authority is hiring for 
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If You Only Use It 
Once A Year...

Why Not Rent It 
Once A Year?

152 N. SENECA TRAIL
FAIRLEA, WV

304-645-7326

Y O l U

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
�������	
����������
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All Utilities Included. 
On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Regardless of Age.
,

To Place an Order Call
1-800-643-8439

����������	
��	�

Delivery Will Be:
Thurs., May 20

Ronceverte 
7:30 - 8:15 

@ Southern States

FISH DAY!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!

HELP OUT
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your 
donation helps fund the search for 
missing children. Accepting Trucks, 
Motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast Free 
Pickup -Running or Not -24 Hour Re-
sponse -Maximum Tax Donation -Call 
(888)515-3814 

HEALTH/MEDICAL
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943 
UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258
APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now Avail-
able!  Get GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your service with you 
when you travel!  As low as $109.99/
mo! 833-586-1598 

AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how 
to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-844-358-
7158.
AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus 
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions ap-
ply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 
2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 
1-855-656-0296
DIRECTV - Watch your favorite live 
sports, news and entertainment any-
where. More top premium channels 
than DISH. Restrictions apply. Call IVS 
- 1-844-373-2749
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports 
& On Demand Titles. No Annual Con-
tract. No Commitment. CALL 1-855-
767-6026
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350
EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

 MISCELLANEOUS
THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A 
NEW SHOWER? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design consul-
tation. Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-833-385-1415 today to see how you 
can save $1,000 on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/wvps
HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  
INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product idea de-
veloped affordably by the Research & 
Development pros and presented to 
manufacturers.  Call 1-877-689-0664 
for a Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consultation.
THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obliga-
tion, quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Ser-
vices: Consultation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/WV
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

Fourth Way Properties
Check out available properties at
4thwayproperties.com

Plus $750 security deposit.

FOR RENT

Call Terry or Isela @
(304) 647-8943

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

~

� AVAILABLE JULY 1, 2021 �
ONE BR, 1 BA APARTMENT

Downtown Lewisburg. Walking distance to WVSOM, 
local shops and restaurants. All utilities included.  
Pet Friendly with additional $750 pet deposit or 
$100 monthly pet fee.  Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures and details. 

$750 Monthly 

SUNSET TERRACE MOTEL
106 POMERY CIRCLE, LEWISBURG

Monthly furnished room with small refrigerator, 
microwave TV, internet,  WiFi,  and coin operated 

laundry room.  Pet friendly, quarter mile from downtown 
Lewisburg, local shops and restaurants. All utilities 

included plus security deposit. Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures and details.

$750 Monthly, 
$375 Weekly

MONTHLY FURNISHED ROOMS

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E
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Appalachian Power, 
Wheeling Power fi le 
for adjustment in 
recovery rates

Appalachian Power, 

along with Wheeling 

Power, submitted Ex-

panded Net Energy Cost 

(ENEC) and Vegetation 

Management Program 

(VMP) fi lings to the Pub-

lic Service Commission of 

West Virginia (PSC). The 

company is requesting an 

increase of $73 million in 

the amount collected for 

ENEC, and a continuation 

of the current VMP rates, 

to take eff ect Sept. 1.  

The ENEC reimburses 

the company on a dollar-

for-dollar basis for coal 

and natural gas to fuel 

power plants and for pur-

chased power. The VMP 

reimburses the company 

for right-of-way vegeta-

tion management. Filings 

for these essential com-

ponents of generating and 

delivering electricity are 

made regularly to ensure 

the amount included in 

rates accurately refl ects 

past and ongoing expen-

ditures. 

“The ENEC amount is 

mostly for dollars already 

spent but not recovered in 

last year’s case when the 

fi nancial impacts of the 

pandemic on our custom-

ers were most severe,” 

said Chris Beam, Appala-

chian Power president and 

COO. “The pandemic has 

been diffi  cult, and that’s 

why we suspended dis-

connects for non-payment 

for most of 2020 and made 

it easier to get payment ar-

rangements.” Beam added 

that the company also ad-

ministered $12.7 million 

of Fresh Start tax savings 

toward erasing the debt of 

residential customers with 

past due amounts of more 

than 90 days and cred-

ited $7.4 million received 

from the State of West 

Virginia CARES  program 

to eligible residential cus-

tomers. 

Beam said the company 

will continue to seek ways 

to help customers strug-

gling fi nancially from the 

pandemic. At the same 

time, the ENEC and VMP 

amounts included in rates 

ultimately need to refl ect 

actual costs. 

The company this week 

also requested a $5 mil-

lion increase in rates to 

recover the approved cost 

of its energy effi  ciency 

and demand response pro-

grams, to take eff ect Janu-

ary 2022. 

If approved as pro-

posed, residential cus-

tomer rates would rise 

approximately 6 percent, a 

monthly increase of $8.10 

for a customer using 1,000 

kilowatt-hours or $16.20 

for a customer using 2,000 

kilowatt-hours.

Appalachian Power 

has 1 million customers 

in Virginia, West Virginia 

and Tennessee (as AEP 

Appalachian Power). It is 

part of American Electric 

Power, which is focused 

on building a smarter en-

ergy infrastructure and 

delivering new technolo-

gies and custom energy 

solutions. AEP’s approxi-

mately 17,400 employees 

operate and maintain the 

nation’s largest electric-

ity transmission system 

and more than 221,000 

miles of distribution lines 

to effi  ciently deliver safe, 

reliable power to nearly 

5.4 million customers 

in 11 states. AEP is also 

one of the nation’s largest 

electricity producers with 

approximately 31,000 

megawatts of diverse gen-

erating capacity, including 

5,200 megawatts of re-

newable energy.
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L E G A L
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
�������	
���	��	����	�������	�������	�������	����
���	����	��	��������������!"##�$����%�����������
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until June 08, 2021 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
#&#�� &#&!#####�� �#�"'�*+67�'&&9�##�� 7;<�=�<>?
� � � � ="�&#&&��*+�7;<�=�<>?�
    District Wide
    COUNTY:�@<F*GG*��7�**I��>*����

� � � � +KI�K*��I>NOK?<P��P;++*�P
Q��������	����������	���������������	
�������R����U	��	�	���	�������������������X��Y������%�����

Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ licence is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
�������	�9����	�����	��	������	�����	�%��%��=������������<��	�	�����	���=	�	�	����Q���%��	����	����-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
����\���]��������	�������������%������	��������������X��Y��������	�%����%�������^�Q������7���-
���X������N��%	��_��N%��`����N���	
���N%��`����z�##9##����{����%��������	����%	�%�����	���������9

|G%����������\��������%	�%���X�����������	�%���N�����X�}R~�Q������	
���	�����	�����X������	-
gible to bid.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. All bidders holding valid bidding proposals 
�	��������	
��������%����������������X�������������������%��������%������������	����������	��������
publicly opened.
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����	���X���������%���	����X�����������������	���������������%	��������	���������	��	�X����	-
ness enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not 
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for 
an award.

� � � R*PG�U>�7>I><�=*Q<�G+*IG�K@�G�<IPQK�G<G>KI
   Division of Highways
� � � �X�����R9�+��	�`����9��Q9*9��Q%9=9
   Deputy State Highway Engineer
   Chief Engineer of Programs
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or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. All bidders holding valid bidding proposals 
�	��������	
��������%����������������X�������������������%��������%������������	����������	��������
publicly opened.

G%��R����U	��	�	��=������������G���������	���=	�	�	����O	�%��X��%����X���	
��������	�������%���
	���	�����
����	���X���������%���	����X�����������������	���������������%	��������	���������	��	�X����	-
ness enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not 
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
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(Name and address of Applicant)
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Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC (Mountain Valley) has proposed to construct the Mountain Valley Pipeline 
Project (Project), a natural gas pipeline that is approximately 304 miles in length and is 42-inches in diam-
eter - traversing 11 counties in West Virginia and six counties in Virginia. The design objective of the project 
is to provide timely, cost-effective access to the growing demand for natural gas for use by local distribu-
tion companies, industrial users, and power generation facilities in the mid-Atlantic, southeastern, and 
Appalachian regions. The proposed project route would begin at the existing Equitrans, LP transmission 
system near the Mobley processing facility in Wetzel County, West Virginia and extend to the Transco Zone 5 
Compressor Station 165 in Pittsylvania County, Virginia. In addition to the pipeline itself, the project would 
include three compressor stations facilities, which have been completed along the route in West Virginia, as 
well as other ancillary facilities that are required for the safe and reliable operation of the pipeline.
��������	
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��������������-
stances there are environmental effects that are deemed unavoidable. In West Virginia, the proposed project 
route would consist of approximately 197 miles of pipeline, which is roughly 65% of the total pipeline route, 
and three compressor stations. The Mountain Valley project team has proposed to utilize a 125-feet-wide 
temporary right-of-way to safely construct the pipeline and a 50-feet-wide permanent right-of-way in order 
to properly maintain and safely operate the pipeline once in-service. Due to the various constraints of siting 
and constructing, Mountain Valley anticipates that the project will have temporary impacts to approxi-
mately 21,107 linear feet of streams and 10.2 acres of wetlands in West Virginia during the construction 
phase. Given the size and scope of the project throughout the state, it is estimated that approximately 1,116
linear feet of streams and 2.2 acres of wetlands would be permanently impacted ,n West Virginia. Mountain 
Valley proposes to mitigate all proposed permanent stream and wetland impacts (lost or convened) through 
the use of mitigation bank credits, including 691 stream mitigation credits and 2.2 wetland mitigation 
credits in West Virginia.
It is anticipated that the Project will have the following:
The designated use of all streams proposed for crossing are:
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The designated use for wetlands proposed for crossings (this includes resources that are crossed more than 
once) are:
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L E G A L

NOTICE OF CALL FOR BIDS
The Greenbrier County Board of Education, 391 Judyville Road, Lewisburg, WV, will accept sealed bids 
for the provision of school bus seat repair/replacement, installed. Request as follows:
 Furnish & Install for International & Thomas Buses
 Furnish & Install High Back Covers; Furnish & Install High Back Foam;
 Furnish & Install 39” Cushion Cover; Furnish & Install CE White Cover & Foam as Needed; 
 Weld & Repair Seat Frame; Replace Seat Board as Needed; 
 Refasten Loose Back Covers; Furnish & Install Driver Seat Back; 
 Furnish & Install Driver Seat Cushion, Driver Seat Belt Inspection (replace as needed)
 Remove old cover, replace with new cover, NO DOUBLE COVERS
PRICES QUOTED REQUIRE AND SHALL INCLUDE:
 A. All work performed at our facility, Judyville Road, Lewisburg, WV and/or Greenbrier East High School.
 B. Vendor provision of all tools and equipment needed.
 C. A work list for each bus before work begins and updated as completed.
 D. Work must be completed July 26 - August 13, 2021; once work starts it must be completed.
 E.  Use of only state and federal approved materials.
 F.  Materials matched to manufacturer’s colors for all models 2001-2022.
 G. Invoice submitted upon completion of work with billing net thirty (30) days from invoice. Preferred 
  method of payment by VISA.
 H. Bus interiors and work areas will be left clean (as found) condition.
 I. Seat bottoms must be secured properly.
Mail bids to: Greenbrier County Schools
� � � <�����	�^�7�������`��>>��K�
�����K�����	��
   391 Judyville Road
   Lewisburg, WV  24901
DEADLINE FOR BIDS:  10:00 a.m. June 2, 2021

___________________________________________
George Brooks II, Director of Operations, Maintenance/Transportation
Greenbrier County Schools

L E G A L

NOTICE OF CALL FOR BIDS
FOR 

MOTOR FUEL, HEATING FUEL, MOTOR OIL AND ANTI-FREEZE
The Greenbrier County Board of Education, 391 Judyville Road, Lewisburg, W.Va., will accept sealed bids 
until 10:00 a.m. on June 2, 2021 on the following products:
 Approximately 20,000 gallons of unleaded gasoline
 Approximately  45,000 gallons of #2 heating fuel**
 Ultra Low Sulphur Diesel Fuel 140,000 gallons 
  *estimated 60,000 gals. with winter additive (time period October 1 - March 30)
  *estimated 80,000 gal. without additive
 Pre-mix Nitrite free OAT Extended Life Coolant (ELC) - approx. - 500 gallons. To be delivered in 55 
 gal. drums as needed. Successful bidder must furnish pump FREE OF CHARGE.
 Red 50/50 pre-mix with DCA Additive meeting all specs for diesel engines - approx. 55 gallons. To be 
 delivered in 55 gal. drums as needed. Successful bidder must furnish pump FREE OF CHARGE.
 CK4 15-40 (meeting all diesel specs.) Approximately 1,100 gallons bulk. Successful bidder must 
 furnish tank, pump, reel and meter nozzle FREE OF CHARGE.
*Motor Oil and Anti-Freeze to be delivered to the school bus garage on Judyville Road.
Q��������������7������	���N���X�P�%������%	�����������	��	��������%��
�����X����&#&!'&#&&9��@�������
vehicles will be delivered to tanks ranging in size from 1,000 to 4,000 gallons at three (3) locations.
**Heating fuel shall be delivered to our three (3) tank locations, four (4) tanks.
Preferred method of payment by VISA.
All bids must be sealed and will be competitive. Bid instructions and requirements are available at the 
Greenbrier County Board of Education, Transportation Department, Lewisburg, West Virginia.
Bids will be opened at 10:00 a.m. on June 2, 2021. The board reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids 
presented.
All bids should be forwarded to: Greenbrier County Schools
   Attention:  George Brooks II
   Director of Operations, Maintenance/Transportation
   391 Judyville Road
   Lewisburg, WV  24901
___________________________________
George Brooks II, Director of Operations, Maintenance/Transportation
Greenbrier County School
4/2021

L E G A L

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 

Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
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���	��	����	�������	�������	�������	����
���	����	��	��������������!"##�$����%�����������
East, Charleston, West Virginia until July 13, 2021 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be 
downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract State Project Federal Project  Description
##��� &#&!####��� P�""'PG�6>Q'&!�#!� IOQQ'&#&!]��#�=GN�Q<U*+*IG�+<�$>I7P
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� � <PP;�<IN*�K@�+**G>I7�7K<?�KI�@K�+�>I�Q�KQKP<?
REMARKS:
Q��������	����������	���������������	
�������R����U	��	�	���	�������������������X��Y������%�����

@������'<	��Q�\����������������_��	������	���������	��������	������	��������	����������	������������`�
�������	�9����	�����	��	������	�����	�%��%��=������������<��	�	�����	���=	�	�	����Q���%��	����	����'
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
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gible to bid.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver'
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. All bidders holding valid bidding proposals 
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ness enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not 
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for 
an award.
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   Division of Highways
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   Deputy State Highway Engineer
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Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
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downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
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����\���]��������	�������������%������	��������������X��Y��������	�%����%�������^�Q������7���'
���X������N��%	��_��N%��`����N���	
���N%��`����z�##9##����{����%��������	����%	�%�����	���������9

|G%����������\��������%	�%���X�����������	�%���N�����X�}R~�Q������	
���	�����	�����X������	'
gible to bid.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver'
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. All bidders holding valid bidding proposals 
�	��������	
��������%����������������X�������������������%��������%������������	����������	��������
publicly opened.

G%��R����U	��	�	��=������������G���������	���=	�	�	����O	�%��X��%����X���	
��������	�������%���
	���	�����
����	���X���������%���	����X�����������������	���������������%	��������	���������	��	�X����	'
ness enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not 
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for 
an award.

� � � R*PG�U>�7>I><�=*Q<�G+*IG�K@�G�<IPQK�G<G>KI
   Division of Highways
� � � �X�����R9�+��	�`����9��Q9*9��Q%9=9
   Deputy State Highway Engineer
� � � N%	���*��	�������Q������

L E G A L



www.mountainmessenger.com The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley - May 15, 2021 - Mountain Messenger - 11

Testing Results for: GREENBRIER HOTEL CORPORATION
Microbiological Source Result MCL MCLG Typical Source
No Detected Results were Found in the Calendar Year of 2020

Regulated Collection Highest Range
Contaminants Date Value (low/high) Unit MCL MCLG Typical Source
FLUORIDE 8/28/2019 0.1 0.1 ppm 4 4 Erosion of natural
       deposits; Water additive
       which promotes strong
       teeth; Discharge from
       fertilizer and aluminium  
       factories
NITRATE 11/16/2020 0.09 0.09 ppm 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer use;
       Leaching from septic
       tanks, sewage; Erosion
       of natural deposits

Disinfection Sample Monitoring Highest Range
By products  Point Period  LRAA  (low/high) Unit MCL MCGL Typical Source
TTHM TURF CARE 2020 2 0-1.8 ppb 80  0 Byproduct of 
 SOUTH            drinking water
              chlorination

Lead and Copper  Monitoring  90th  Range      Sites  
 Period  Percentile (low/high)  Unit AL Over AL Typical Source
COPPER, FREE 2020 0.608 0.0183- ppm 1.3 0 Corrosion of house- 
   0.779    hold plumbing systems 
       Erosion of natural 
       deposits; Leaching from  
       wood preservatives
LEAD  2020  10.3  0-16.3  ppb  15  1 Corrosion of house-
       hold plumbing systems;
       Erosion of natural 
       deposits
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and 
young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service 
lines and home plumbing. Your water system is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but 
cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting 
���������	
������������	����������������������	
�����
�	����������������������������	��������������������
2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you 
may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you 
can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/
safewater/lead.

Chlorine/Chloramines
  Maximum Disinfection Level MPA  MPA Units  RAA  RAA Units
01/01/2020-10/31/2020  0.8  MG/L  0.6 MG/L

Radiological Collection Highest Range
Contaminants  Date  Value  (low/high)  Unit  MCL MCLG Typical Source
GROSS ALPHA, 9/4/2019 1.02 1.02 pCi/L 15 0 Erosion of
EXCL. RADON & U       natural deposits
RADIUM-228 9/4/2019 0.279 0.279 pCi/L 5 0 Erosion of 
      natural deposits

Secondary Contaminants- 
Non Health Based 
Contaminants-No Federal  Collection Highest Range 
Maximum Contaminant  Date Value (low/high) Unit  SMCL
Level (MCL) Established
ALKALINITY,TOTAL 11/16/2020 77.7 77.7 MG/L  10000
CALCIUM 11/16/2020 34800 348000 UG/L
CONDUCTIVITY @ 11/16/2020 235 235 UMHO/CM
25 C UMHOS/CM
PH 11/16/2020 8.2 8.2 SU  8.5
SULFATE 8/28/2019 24.5 24.5 MG/L  250

During the 2019 calendar year, we had the below noted violation(s) of drinking water regulations.
Compliance Period Analyte Comments
8/1/2020-8/31/2020 CHLORINE FAILURE TO COMPLETE OR SUBMIT MOR
7/1/2020 LEAD & COPPER RULE FOLLOW-UP OR ROUTINE TAP M/R (LCR)
1/1/2020 LEAD & COPPER RULE LEAD CONSUMER NOTICE (LCR)
1/1/2020-3/31/2020 CHLORINE MONITORING, ROUTINE (DBP), MAJOR
2/29/2020-5/31/2020 TRIHALOMETHANES MONITORING, ROUTINE (DBP) MAJOR
2/29/2020-5/31/2020 HALOACETIC ACIDS MONITORING, ROUTINE (DBP) MAJOR
6/1/2020-8.31/2020 TRIHALOMETHANES MONITORING, ROUTINE (DBP) MAJOR
6/1/2020-8.31/2020 HALOACETIC ACIDS MONITORING, ROUTINE (DBP) MAJOR
1/15/2020 PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE RULE LINKED TO VIOLATION
7/1/2020-12/31/2020 INITIAL WQP WATER QUALITY PARAMETER M/R (LCR)
Additional Required Health Effects Language:
Infants and children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population. It 
is possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of 
materials used in your home’s plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s 
�	���������	�����������	���������	�����������	��������������	�������������������������������������������
tap water. Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4761).
There are no additional required health effects violation notices.
 Water System  Type Category  Analyte  Compliance Period
 No Violations Occurred in the Calendar Year of 2020
There are no additional required health effects violation notices.
There are no additional required health effects notices.

To receive a paper copy in the mail, please contact us at the phone number above.

GREENBRIER HOTEL CORPORATION
WV3301305
�������	
��������
����	��
����
Covering Calendar Year- 2020
This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details 
about where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and state standards. We are committed to providing you with information because informed 
customers are our best allies. If you would like to observe the decision-making process that affect drinking 
water quality, please call RYAN MCCLUNG at 304-536-1110.

Your water comes from:
 Source Name Source Water Type
 WELL 2-ANTHONY CAVE Ground Water
 SPRING

 Buyer Name Seller Name
 There are no additional purchases to display.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. 
Immune-compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and 
infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. EPNCDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection 
by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
(800- 426-4791).
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health 
risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) included rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, res-
ervoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves 
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting 
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in sources water before we treat it include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, 
septic systems, livestock operations and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban 
storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agricul-
ture, and residential users.
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity.
Organic contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of indus-
trial processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and 
septic systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of 
certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s 
regulations. Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, 
which must provide the same protection for public health.
Our water system has an estimated population of 3280 and is required to test a minimum of 3 samples per 
month in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria 
are usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When 
coliform bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in 
the water supply. If this limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public.

Water Quality Data
The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2020 cal-
endar year. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. 
Unless noted, the data presented in this table is from the testing done January 1- December 31, 2020. The 
state requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of 
����������	���	����	��������������������	����������	��
���������	�������	�!�"������������	�	�����������-
resentative of the water quality, is more than one year old.

Terms & Abbreviations
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water 
below which there is no known or expected risk to human health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): the “Maximum Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a con-
taminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best 
available treatment technology.
Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL): recommended level for a contaminant that is not 
regulated and has no MCL
Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other 
requirements.
Treatment Technique (TT): a required process intended to reduce levels of a
contaminant in drinking water.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking 
water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial 
contaminants.
Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.
Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/1)
Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter(ug/l)
Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.
Millirems per Year (mrem/yr): measure of radiation absorbed by the body.
Monitoring Period Average (MPA)#�$��	���	�������	��
������
������	������������	���������������	���
common examples of monitoring periods are monthly, quarterly and yearly.
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is 
just noticeable to the average person. Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems.
Running Annual Average (RAA): an average of sample results obtained over the most current 12 months 
and used to determine compliance with MCLs.
Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA): Average of sample analytical results for samples taken at 
a particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

L E G A L

PUBLIC ONLINE AUCTION
Secure Store - 135 Maple Car-
riage Drive, Lewisburg, WV 
24901, has a possessory lien on 
all of the goods stored in units 
289 and 322. The auction will 
end on 5/26/2021 at 12 noon. 
All these items of personal prop-
erty are being auctioned online 
through lockerfox.com. These 
auctions will run until May 26, 
2021. Pictures of the units can be 
inspected online. Cash payments 
only. For more details visit www.
lockerfox.com/storage-auctions/
us/

L E G A L

ing physical presence, voice and articu-

lation, dramatic appropriateness, evidence 

of understanding, overall performance 

and accuracy.

A total of $50,000 in awards and school 

or organizational stipends will be given at 

the Poetry Out Loud National Finals, in-

cluding a $20,000 award for the National 

Champion, $10,000 for 2nd place, $5,000 

for 3rd place, and $1,000 for 4th - 9th 

places. The representing schools of each 

of the nine fi nalists receive $500 for the 

purchase of poetry materi-

als.

The Poetry Out Loud 

program begins at the lo-

cal level with students par-

ticipating in school-based 

and organization-based contests. The win-

ners of those competitions are eligible to 

participate in the state fi nals. This year 

20 West Virginia high school champions 

submitted recitation videos which were 

evaluated by a team of judges including 

writer and performer Colleen Anderson; 

Amy Alvarez, a poet and professor at West 

Virginia University; Marc Harshman, the 

state’s poet laureate; novelist and educa-

tor Rajia Hassib; and Dr. Joel Peckham, a 

poet and professor at Marshall University.

Ben Long, a senior from The Perform-

ing Arts Conservatory at Notre Dame 

High School in Clarksburg, was named 

state champion during this year’s fi rst-

ever West Virginia Poetry Out Loud Video 

Showcase. Jason Young coordinates the 

Poetry Out Loud program at Notre Dame. 

Dailey Ward, a Wheeling Park High 

School senior, was the state runner up. 

The school’s Poetry Out Loud coordina-

tor is Gail Adams. Both students and their 

schools will receive cash prizes as well 

as handmade trophies created by Matt 

Thomas of Gilmer County.

Poetry Out Loud is a partnership of the 

National Endowment for the Arts, the Po-

etry Foundation, and state arts agencies, 

including the West Virginia Department 

of Arts, Culture and History. This national 

arts education program encourages the 

study of great poetry by off ering free edu-

cational materials and a dynamic recita-

tion competition for high school students 

across the country.

Poetry Outloud cont. from Page 8 

Spotlight cont. from Page 7

Hampshire tasked the fi rm late 

last year to help spend $50 mil-

lion in federal aid on expanding 

broadband - a markedly diff erent 

strategy than the one used previ-

ously in West Virginia, where 

Justice elected to go it alone and 

ended up spending millions of 

dollars earmarked for broadband 

on unrelated projects. 

One recipient of New Hamp-

shire’s grant program, the 3,300 

person town of Bristol, is using 

the funds to create a city-con-

trolled municipal broadband 

network - a strategy that West 

Virginia’s leaders are hoping to 

replicate in the Mountain State. 

But West Virginia has a bad 

track record of allowing con-

sultants to suck up cash in-

stead of spending it on viable 

broadband projects. In 2012, 

the Charleston Gazette report-

ed that the state paid a Veri-

zon consultant over $700,000, 

which included time spent on 

47 flights back and forth be-

tween West Virginia and his 

home state, Colorado. Later, 

the newspaper revealed that the 

broadband council - at the time 

made up largely of gubernato-

rial appointees and telecom-

munications executives - had 

spent over a third of its budget 

on consultants to manage its 

grant-making program.

And some of what Tilson 

proposed is already being done 

by the state’s brand new Office 

of Broadband, which has been 

tasked by the Legislature with 

mapping areas of the state that 

are unserved or underserved by 

existing broadband providers. 

Still, the council voted unan-

imously to give Tilson the go-

ahead to move forward.

Don’t expect state legisla-

tors to have abandoned the is-

sue, however. Senate President 

Craig Blair, R-Berkeley, prom-

ised to return later to the ques-

tion of how to use all of the new 

funding - potentially in an in-

terim session. 

If that happens, Linville will 

have refined his pitch.

On a recent panel, convened 

by the online publication Route 

Fifty, Linville discussed West 

Virginia’s bipartisan approach 

to address the state’s digital di-

vide. He announced that he was 

ditching the term “open access” 

and replacing it with a new one: 

“competitive access.”
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Do you want government 
taking more control?

��������	
����������		������	���������������
The West Virginia Legislature is 
considering taking Greenbrier County  
legal ads and public notices out of  
the Mountain Messenger and onto a 
state government-controlled website in 
Charleston. 

Contact your legislator today and tell them you 
want your legal ads and public notices in the 
Mountain Messenger:

�������������� 
(304) 357-7959

stephen.baldwin@wvsenate.gov

Jack Woodrum
(304) 357-7849

jack.woodrum@wvsenate.gov

Barry Bruce
(304) 340-3131

barry.bruce@wvhouse.gov

�	����	������
(304) 340-3129

todd.longanacre@wvhouse.gov

�������!"���#$��$%��&'�#"��'�"&�"�(�!'��

� Delinquent 
���)������
� ��	����*������
� ������	�����	��
� +	������������
� �)���������
� ��	,��������
� Family court

� #	-������� 
���.�����
� #	-������� 
�������� 
�����������
� Zoning   
��������� 
�����	���� 
���.������������ 
���	�����

Greenbrier & Monroe Counties $
In State $3     Out Of State $

CALL NOW 304-647-5724 OR ORDER ONLINE!
www.mountainmessenger.com

In-depth coverage of local news, lifestyle features & more! What’s not to love?

To order by mail, please fill out and return to 
Mountain Messenger, PO Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901.

The Mountain Messenger Subscription

Your Billing Information
Your Name:______________________________________________________________
Billing Address:____________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________________________________State:_________
Zip:_____________________________________________________________________
Phone:___________________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________________________________
Signature:________________________________________________________________

GREENBRIER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2022
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
GREENBRIER COUNTY, to wit:

In accordance with Code §11-8-12, as amended, the Greenbrier County Board of Education proceeded to 
����������	
��	�����	�������	������������	�������
���������������	���������	�������������������������	�
determine and estimate the several amounts to be as follows:

��������	���������	�������	�	�	��
������������������������	
�������������������������
���	��������
year INCLUDING THE LEVY OF TAXES, is as follows:

GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE FUND
Estimated revenues:
 Local Sources:
  Property taxes (Net of allowances) $ 9,627,630
  Other local sources  346,000
 State Sources:
  State aid to schools  22,592,790
  Other unrestricted  6,433,990
 Federal Sources:
  Unrestricted  250,000
 Miscellaneous Sources:  216,910
  Total estimated revenues  39,467,320
� � !�	
��	���	���������
�������	��������
����������
  Estimated beginning balance  1,800,000
� � ��	�����	
��	��������������	��������
������������������
��
����������� $ 41,267,320
Estimated expenditures:
 Instruction $ 24,319,120
 Supporting services:
  Students  655,676
  Instructional staff  393,507
  Central administration  1,011,981
  School administration  3,053,690
  Central services  401,689
  Operation and maintenance of facilities  4,482,230
  Student transportation  3,469,616
 Food services  -
 Community services  57,980
 Capital outlay  480,000
 Debt service:
  Principal retirement  225,000
� � "�	����	������������������ � #�����
 Total estimated expenditures  38,620,490
� ��	�����	
��	���	��������������	��������
�������� � ��%�&��'�
 Estimated budgetary reserves  1,240,740
� ��	�����	
��	�����*���
	�������	��������
���������������������� $ 41,267,320

GREENBRIER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2022
EXCESS LEVY FUND

Estimated revenues:
 Local Sources:
  Property taxes (Net of allowances) $ 6,741,270
  Other local sources  100,000
 State Sources:
  State aid to schools  -
  Other unrestricted  -
 Federal Sources:
  Unrestricted  -
 Miscellaneous Sources:
  Total estimated revenues  6,841,270
� � !�	
��	���	���������
�������	��������
����������
  Estimated beginning balance  -
� � ��	�����	
��	��������������	��������
������������������
��
����������� $ 6,841,270
Estimated expenditures:
 Instruction $ 3,124,915
 Supporting services:
  Students  50,000
  Instructional staff  398,614
  Central administration  -
  School administration  -
  Central services  -
  Operation and maintenance of facilities  2,675,132
  Student transportation  592,609
 Food services  -
 Community services  -
 Capital outlay  -
 Debt service:
  Principal retirement  -
� � "�	����	������������������ � +
 Total estimated expenditures  6,841,270
� ��	�����	
��	���	��������������	��������
�������� � +
 Estimated budgetary reserves  -
� ��	�����	
��	�����*���
	�������	��������
���������������������� $ 6,841,270

GREENBRIER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2022
SPECIAL REVENUE FUND

Estimated revenues:
 Local Sources $ 32,600
 State Sources:
  State aid to schools  203,350
  Other  601,427
 Federal Sources  7,690,764
 Miscellaneous Sources  -
  Total estimated revenues  8,528,141
� � !�	
��	���	���������
�������	��������
����������� � ����%���%
  Estimated beginning balance  
� � ��	�����	
��	��������������	��������
������������������
��
����������� $ 9,712,325
Estimated expenditures:
 Instruction $ 5,612,830
 Supporting services:
  Students  -
  Instructional staff  283,370
  Central administration  -
  School administration  -
  Business  -
  Operation and maintenance of facilities  -
  Student transportation  -
 Food services  3,816,124
 Community services  -
 Capital outlay  -

 Debt service:
  Principal retirement  -
� � "�	����	������������������ � +
 Total estimated expenditures  9,712,325
� ��	�����	
��	���	��������������	��������
��������  -
� ��	�����	
��	�����*���
	����������	��������
�������� $ 9,712,325

GREENBRIER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2022
DEBT SERVICE FUND

Estimated revenues:
 Local Sources:
  Property taxes (Net of allowances) $ 3,468,300
  Other local sources  -
 Miscellaneous Sources:
  Total estimated revenues  3,468,300
� � !�	
��	���	���������
�������	��������
����������
  Estimated beginning balance  
� � ��	�����	
��	��������������	��������
������������������
��
����������� $ 3,463,300
Estimated expenditures:
 Debt service $ 3,463,300
  Total estimated expenditures  3,463,300
� ��	�����	
��	���	��������������	��������
�������� �
� ��	�����	
��	�����*���
	�������	��������
�������� $ 3,463,300

GREENBRIER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2022
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND

Estimated revenues:
 Local Sources $ -
 State Sources:
  State aid to schools  -
  Other  740,750
 Federal Sources  -
 Miscellaneous Sources  -
  Total estimated revenues  740,750
� � !�	
��	���	���������
�������	��������
����������� � �������
  Estimated beginning balance  
� � ��	�����	
��	��������������	��������
������������������
��
����������� $ 940,750
Estimated expenditures:
 Instruction $ 
 Supporting services:
  Students  -
  Instructional staff  
  Central administration  -
  School administration  -
  Business  -
  Operation and maintenance of facilities  -
  Student transportation  -
 Food services  
 Community services  -
 Capital outlay  940,750
 Debt service:
  Principal retirement  -
� � "�	����	������������������ � +
 Total estimated expenditures  940,750
� ��	�����	
��	���	��������������	��������
�������� � +
� ��	�����	
��	�����*���
	����������	��������
�������� $ 940,750

GREENBRIER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2022
FUND 71 - ESSERF

Estimated revenues:
 Local Sources $ -
 State Sources:
  State aid to schools  -
  Other  -
 Federal Sources  5,322,830
 Miscellaneous Sources  -
  Total estimated revenues  5,322,830
� � !�	
��	���	���������
�������	��������
����������� � +
  Estimated beginning balance  
� � ��	�����	
��	��������������	��������
������������������
��
����������� $ 5,322,830
Estimated expenditures:
 Instruction $ 4,194,412
 Supporting services:
  Students  189,530
  Instructional staff
  Central administration  -
  School administration  -
  Business  -
  Operation and maintenance of facilities  600,000
  Student transportation  -
 Food services  250,000
 Community services  -
 Capital outlay  -
 Debt service:
  Principal retirement  -
� � "�	����	������������������ � +
 Total estimated expenditures  5,233,942
     88,888
� ��	�����	
��	���	��������������	��������
�������� � +
� ��	�����	
��	�����*���
	����������	��������
�������� $ 5,322,830

GREENBRIER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2022
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Greenbrier County, to wit:
I, Jeffrey Bryant, Secretary of the Greenbrier County Board of Education, do hereby certify that the forego
ing is a true copy of the proposed budget being considered for adoption by the Board of Education on th
27th day of May 2021.

Please note: The preliminary operating budget FY 22 is available at www.greenbriercountyschools.org
The Board will meet on May 27, 2021, for a public hearing on the proposed budget.

L E G A L
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BEST
STEAKS
IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Beef Pot Roast
With Carrots, Onions and Potatoes

Served with salad and bread.

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

��������	�

���������������������������������������������

Author Matt Browning 
to sign copies at A New 
Chapter Bookstore in 
Lewisburg May 29

Two Lewisburg busi-

nesses are featured in a 

book about the many in-

dependent bookstores of 

West Virginia. Charles-

ton-based author Matt 

Browning will sign copies 

of “Bookstore Explorer: 

West Virginia” at A New 

Chapter Bookstore in 

Lewisburg Saturday, May 

29, from 1 to 3 p.m.

“Bookstore Explorer: 

West Virginia” profi les 

the character, charm, and 

history of the state’s many 

bookshops, and features 

insightful essays and inter-

views with such luminar-

ies as West Virginia Poet 

Laureate Marc Harshman, 

best-selling author Rajia 

Hassib, longtime Charles-

ton bookseller Gordon 

Simmons and others.

“Traveling the state and 

meeting so many passion-

ate booksellers was won-

derful, and I’m honored to 

celebrate our state’s book 

culture,” Browning said, 

noting that the pandemic 

limited his ability to return 

to many of the shops for 

events once it was pub-

lished. “The book was re-

leased just as COVID-19 

took hold and, now that 

we’re safely easing back 

into in-person activities, 

I’m excited to return to A 

New Chapter and share its 

story.”

From Wheeling to 

Princeton, Browning 

spent months prior to the 

pandemic traveling West 

Virginia and visiting each 

shop in the state to meet 

booksellers, gather stories, 

and learn how indie shops 

are succeeding in the age 

of online retail - including 

Lewisburg’s The Book-

store and A New Chapter, 

both of which are featured 

in the book.

At the signing, Brown-

ing will also have copies 

of his children’s picture 

book, “Chicks and the 

City,” a kid-friendly spin 

on urban farming. The 

book recently received 

a Mom’s Choice Gold 

Award and an honorable 

mention at the New York 

Book Festival.

Browning’s third book, 

“The Defi nitive Golden 

Girls Cultural Reference 

Guide,” a pop culture 

book about the popular 

television series, is slated 

for release in September 

from Rowman & Little-

fi eld.

Learn more at Matt-

BrowningBooks.com.

A New Chapter 
is located at 922 

Washington Street 
West in Lewisburg.

Lewisburg shops featured in 
book about WV bookstores

The Road to Plenty exhibit 
opening at Greenbrier 
Historical Society

STEPPIN’ OUTSTEPPIN’ OUT

Join the Greenbrier Historical Society 

on Saturday, May 29, from 1 to 3 p.m. 

for the opening of their latest exhibit, 

The Road to Plenty. The updated exhibit 

is in the wagon house on the North House 

grounds.

The exhibit examines the economy of 

early colonial settlement in the Greenbri-

er Valley between 1770 and 1820. Dur-

ing this period the area had two economic 

systems; a subsistence economy in which 

people produced just enough to survive, 

and a market economy in which peo-

ple produced enough surplus that they 

could trade and sell. European settlers 

used both economic systems to improve 

their standard of living while relying on 

the knowledge and labor of the diverse 

Greenbrier Valley community. Settlers 

relied on Native American knowledge, 

the unpaid labor of enslaved people, and 

the ability of women to take on tradition-

al and non-traditional roles. This exhibit 

highlights the Coff man Covered Wagon 

and objects from the Dickson Tool Col-

lection. Learn about the economy, indus-

try, and domestic life of settlers in the 

Greenbrier Valley.

On May 29 enjoy historic demonstra-

tions, crafts for kids, and live folk mu-

sic by Rural Felicity on the North House 

lawn.  The Road to Plenty is presented 

with fi nancial assistance from the West 

Virginia Humanities Council and the 

Jeanne G. and Lawson 

W. Hamilton Jr. Fam-

ily Foundation. Contact 

the Greenbrier Historical 

Society if you have any 

additional questions 304-

645-3398 or learn more 

on their website www.

greenbrierhistorical.org. 

The Coff man Covered Wagon
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By Suzanne Stewart
Pocahontas Times Staff  Writer

It has been more than a year in the 

making, but fi nally, on May 7, students at 

Green Bank Elementary-Middle School 

made contact with the International 

Space Station and had a conversation 

with Astronaut Mark Vande Hei.

Last school year, students in the HAM 

radio club were learning how HAM ra-

dio was used by the astronauts to com-

municate with Earth. The club, which 

was formed with the help of Eight Rivers 

Amateur Radio Club, applied for the op-

portunity to contact the ISS.

GBEMS was one of 11 schools in the 

United States selected to do so.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

date of contact was postponed until it was 

possible for the students to be at school.

The day fi nally arrived, and Anne 

Smith’s science students gathered in the 

gymnasium for the event – joined by 

members of the Eight Rivers Amateur 

Radio Club and staff  from Green Bank 

Observatory. The rest of the school was 

patched into the event through Teams and 

watched excitedly from their classrooms.

Students selected to ask questions of 

Vande Hei were socially distanced in 

a circle and rotated around two micro-

phones in a choreographed round robin 

to ensure they wasted no time and were 

able to ask as many questions as possible.

The event was live stream-ed on Face-

book and was accompanied by pre-re-

corded messages from the students, prin-

cipal Julie Shifl et, Smith, GBO director 

Karen O’Neil, Senator Shelley Moore 

Capito, Senator Joe Man-chin, III and 

National Science Foundation director 

Sethuraman Panchanathan. 

Everyone involved spoke of the mag-

nitude of the day and how special it was 

for GBEMS to represent West Virginia as 

they made contact with the ISS.

A video featuring Vande Hei was also 

shown to introduce him to the group and 

all those watching online.

“Arriving at the Space Station, some-

thing I’ll never forget is looking over my 

left shoulder out the window in the Soyuz 

where it was either a view of the Earth 

or blackness of space, and then all of a 

sudden, I could see a solar array – getting 

chills even thinking about it right now,” 

he said.

Vande Hei said he broke the silence in 

that moment and said “Wow,” to which 

the Russian commander who was at his 

side commented with a shushing motion.

“Yeah, I was defi nitely a rookie,” Vande 

Hei said, laughing. “I was excited.”

He spoke about how the ISS contrib-

utes to the experiments by being a unique 

environment unlike any on Earth.

“The Space Station is very unique be-

cause on the Space Station, orbit is re-

ally a continuous free fall and, because 

of that, you can have some very unstable 

structures that might not be able to stay 

together if you’re on the ground,” he 

said. “They could stay together on the 

Space Station.

“Flames behave diff erently because 

combustion on the ground requires draw-

ing in all these rich gases into the fl ame, 

because the hot combustion gases go up 

and away, but there’s no up and away on 

the Space Station,” he continued. “All 

directions are equal as far as that’s con-

cerned, so that behaves diff erently.”

While it keeps him away from home 

and his family, Vande Hei said he enjoys 

working on the ISS and is surprised that 

he even considers it a home away from 

home.

“Some people have talked about, at 

some point in the expedition, feeling like 

it’s time to go home, but for me, there 

was always another space walk or anoth-

er vehicle capture coming up,” he said.

Prior to reaching out to the ISS, GBO 

educator Sophie St. Georges introduced 

the members of the Eight River Ama-

teur Radio Club who were in attendance 

to make sure the connection was strong. 

They were Marty Bloss, Galen Watts, 

Joe Brandt and Rudy Marrujo, while Ray 

Creager was in the “VIP” section at the 

GBO listening in on the call. 

In addition to Eight Rivers, the event 

was made possible by the Amateur Ra-

dio on the International Space Station 

[ARISS], and NASA with support from 

the Pocahontas County Board of Educa-

tion, The Snowshoe Foundation, Green 

Bank Observatory and Durbin Lions 

Club.

GBO public outreach manager Aman-

da White, who emceed the event, intro-

duced GBEMS student Dylan who was 

selected to “make the call.”

“Dylan was selected to make this call 

because of the incredible amount of en-

thusiasm that he has shown throughout 

this entire experience,” she said. “We 

will have about ten minutes of contact 

time with the astronaut as the ISS trav-

els from horizon to horizon and we will 

continue to ask questions until the signal 

disappears.”

Dylan stepped up to the microphone 

and began the call.

“November Alpha One Sierra Sierra, 

November Alpha One Sierra Sierra from 

November Eight Romeo Victor for a 

scheduled school contact,” he said.

After six tries and lots of static, the 

gymnasium was fi lled with Vande Hei’s 

voice.

“November Eight Romeo Victor, this is 

November Alpha One Sierra Sierra,” he 

said. “I hear you loud and clear.”

The conversation went as follows. Due 

to a request by ARISS, the students did 

not use their last names.

Dylan: “The Green Bank School is 

pleased to welcome Astronaut Vande Hei 

to speak with us today. Are you ready for 

student questions?”

Mark: “I am looking forward to stu-

dent questions.”

Jade: “What made you decide to be-

come an astronaut?”

Mark: “The combination of mental 

challenge, physical challenges, as well as 

the opportunity to serve all of humanity.”

Steven: “Is the ISS heated or is it al-

ways cold?”

Mark: “The ISS is actually very com-

fortable inside. It is controlled. The tem-

perature is set much like the house, but 

this time the ground control team sets it 

for us, so we typically wear short sleeves 

and pants when we work.”

Griffi  n: “How often do you have to re-

fi ll the oxygen tanks from Earth?”

Mark: “Griffi  n, that’s a great question. 

I am not 100 percent certain of that. I 

know that we’ve got a slow leak on the 

station right now and just a few days ago, 

we opened up a couple of air tanks just to 

make sure we had enough nitrogen inside 

the space station. We have an oxygen 

generation system so we’re able to con-

vert some of our CO2 back into oxygen.”

Dylan: “Have you ever lost contact 

with the base? What are you supposed to 

do if that were to happen?”

Mark: “Hi Dylan. Actually very rou-

tinely, we have what we call a loss of 

signal or LOS, where we can’t talk to the 

ground control team. A lot of times it’s 

only for 20 seconds, but sometimes it’s 

10 minutes. And if it happens unexpect-

edly, we do have a procedure to follow to 

try to reestablish communications.”

Florian: “Asking for Aiden. What can 

you see from the space station that you 

can’t see from Earth?”

Mark: “Some things I’ve seen from the 

space station that I’ve never seen from 

the Earth are the thinness of the atmo-

sphere, from outer space, it looks like the 

Earth has just a very delicate thin layer 

of atmosphere that we sometimes take for 

granted. Also, I’ve seen meteorites burn 

up in the atmosphere. I’ve seen aurora 

borealis from space, and it looks some-

what like curtains. Very diff erent looking 

from the way it looks from the ground.”

Kaden: “If you have any down time, 

what do you do?”

Mark: “Kaden, great question. We like 

to have meals together once a week along 

with the entire crew and with our Russian 

counterparts, as well. We’ve been having 

a movie night once a week. I like to read 

for a little bit every night to relax, so I 

can actually sleep. And taking pictures is 

something we can’t get enough of.”

Ella: “What are you allowed to bring 

to the ISS and what did you choose to 

bring?”

Mark: “We’re allowed to bring things 

that aren’t sharp or combustible, much 

like going on an airplane. We do have 

limits on the amount or size. I could bring 

half a kilogram on the spacecraft with 

me, and I’m not sure how to describe it, 

a third of a carry on suitcase for personal 

items that I could bring up to the space 

station.

“My wedding ring is one thing I defi -

nitely brought. But otherwise, I only 

brought things that my wife wanted me 

to take to space so she could give them as 

presents to other people.”

Shayla: “How do you solve problems 

with each other if you get into argu-

ments?”

Mark: “That’s a very, very important 

thing on the space station. The most 

important thing is to talk about it. If we 

are angered with another crewmember, 

we’ve just got to pull them aside private-

ly and talk about it, and almost always, 

we’re able to resolve it successfully. We 

actually get a lot of training on that.”

Cadence: “Does the food go to the top 

of your mouth when you eat because of 

micro gravity and does it feel diff erent to 

eat and drink in space?”

Mark: “Cadence, that’s a fantastic 

question. I’ve never thought about that. 

No, it doesn’t. I think my tongue makes 

contact with the food quickly enough that 

I don’t notice it going to the top of my 

mouth. However, I can tell you when I 

open a food package, for example, rice, 

if I don’t put something like olive oil or 

garlic paste in there, the rice goes fl ying 

all over the place.”

Charlie: “Asking for Amber. What do 

you do about trash?”

Mark: “Trash, we have to make sure 

we collect it, because, just like that rice, 

it would go fl oating all over the place. 

Once it’s collected, we have to wait for 

a spacecraft to put it into to get rid of it. 

We currently have a Cignus spacecraft 

docked to the space station. We are load-

ing that up with as much trash as possible 

and then when it departs, it will burn up 

in the atmosphere.”

Makenzie: “Is it possible for an animal 

to be pregnant in space?”

Mark: “Makenzie, great question. I 

suspect it’s possible, but I’m just making 

a guess. I really do not know what issues 

there might be with preg-

nancies in space.”

Willie: “Asking for Gar-

ret. Has there ever been a 

critical failure? What pro-

tocols or drills do you have 

in case one happens?”

Mark: “So there are three 

emergencies, we call them. 

A rapid depressurization, 

an ammonia release into 

the space station or a fi re. 

I know we’ve had false 

alarms for those things. 

I’m not 100 percent cer-

tain that we’ve had any for 

real, although we do have 

a slow depress because of 

the leak I mentioned earli-

er, and we train a lot for all three of those 

contingencies. I know on previous space 

stations, on the Mir Space Station for ex-

ample, they did have a fi re.”

Taylor: “What are the emotional chal-

lenges in space?”

Mark: “Taylor, the biggest emotional 

challenge I have in space is being kind 

to myself. When I make a mistake, I beat 

myself up about it and get grumpy. I just 

have to forgive myself and move on to 

the next thing so I can pay one hundred 

percent attention to the next thing I’ve 

got to work on.”

Olivia: “Asking for Charlie. How is 

your sleep or work schedule diff erent in 

space than it would be on Earth?”

Mark: “The sleep schedule is kind of 

the same, but it’s actually a longer work 

schedule. I like to get about eight hours 

of sleep at night and they schedule that 

for me on the space station. The work 

schedule goes from about 7:30 in the 

morning until 7:30 at night.”

Alison: “Asking for Trenton. How do 

you get news from Earth? Were you wor-

ried about COVID aff ecting your support 

system on the ground?”

Mark: “We get news from Earth from 

a support team. We have a behavioral 

health and performance group that we tell 

what podcasts we like to listen to, what 

magazines we like to read and they ac-

tually upload those to the computers on 

the space station. I’m happy to say that 

most of my family has been immunized, 

but that continues to be a concern, but it’s 

lessening as time goes on, and more and 

more people get immunized.”

Julie Shifl et: “The Green Bank Ele-

mentary-Middle School would like to 

thank Astronaut Mark Vande Hei, call 

sign KG5GNP on the count of three.”

Mark: “That got me choked up. Thanks 

for that. Really great questions today. It 

was a pleasure talking with you. Have a 

wonderful day.”

Julie Shifl et: “N8RV, over and out.”

A video of the event is available on 

the Green Bank Observatory and Green 

Bank Elementary-Middle School Face-

book pages for those who could not tune 

in live and want to experience the once in 

a lifetime event.

May 20 ~ Birding Walk & Talk - 
Watoga Swimming Pool parking area 4:00 pm

June 4 ~ Owls - 
Riverside Campground behind check in station 8:00

June 5 ~ Astronomy for Kids - 
Riverside Campground behind check in station 8:30

June 11 ~ Star Walk - 
Beaver Creek Campground check in station 8:30

June 20 ~ Starry Night Stories - 
Riverside Campground behind check in station 8:00 pm

June 30 ~ Bird Walk - 
Watoga Swimming Pool parking area 4:00 pm

July 3 ~ Starry Night Stories - 
Riverside Campground behind check in station 8:00 pm

July 9 ~ Star Walk - Riverside Campground 
behind check in station 8:30 pm

July 10 ~ Bats - Heroes of the Night Watoga Picnic Shelter 7:30
July 23 ~ Moon Walk - Droop Mountain State Park 

�������	
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July 24 ~ Moth Night - Watoga Picnic Shelter 8:30

August 7 & 8~  Night Sky Photography Workshop with 
Jesse Thornton Limited Space. Fee is a $100 tax deductible dona-

tion to the Watoga State Park Foundation Dark Sky Education
September 4 & 5 ~ Astrophotography Workshop with Jeff 
Ball Classes during Art in the Park event. Class times TBA

September 11  ~ Star Party at the Tower, 
Droop Mountain State Park 8:00pm

Join the International Dark Sky Association 
to help preserve our starry night skies

Outdoor lights should only be on when needed.
   Minimize blue light emissions.

���������������
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Questions? Contact ssmpdawson2@gmail.com 

304-799-4766
For more information see  us on FB      

www.facebook.com/Watoga Dark Sky

Watoga State Park, Droop Mountain 
Battlefield State Park
Dark Sky Park Events

GBEMS makes contact with International Space Station

A pre-recorded interview with Astronaut Mark Vande Hei plays on a screen at Green Bank Elementary-Middle School while middle school 
students wait in their socially distanced circle to make contact with him on the International Space Station. With the help of members 
of the Eight Rivers Amateur Radio Club, the students were able to speak to Vande Hei as the ISS orbited the Earth. GBEMS was one of 
only 11 schools in the United States selected to contact the ISS. (S. Stewart photo)
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