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July Yard of the Month named
The Greenbrier Gardeners congratulate Gwyn and Roger Wolfe at 154 
Court Street for winning the Lewisburg July Yard of the Month. Check 
out the garden behind the house located on 2nd Street between Court 
and Bell.

Last weekend to catch 
20th Century Circus at 
Hollow Hills Farm

By Sarah Richardson
Now that the month of June has passed, so has the 

West Virginia Renaissance Festival at Hollow Hills 
Farm in Lewisburg. However, just because the Renais-
sance Festival has come and gone, that doesn’t mean 
there is no fun to be had at the grounds. 

In July, the 20th Century Circus followed up the Ren 

Humane Society 
reopens for volunteer 
opportunities

By Sarah Richardson
After COVID-19 forced the Greenbrier Humane So-

ciety to close their doors to volunteer help, they are now 
scheduling volunteer appointment times for those who 
want to s2pend time with our four-legged friends housed 
at the facility. 

Appointment times for existing volunteers (those that 
have already completed volunteer orientation prior to 
March 2020) are Saturdays in July from noon to 4 p.m. 
in 30 to 90 minute increments. 

GHS plans to begin new volunteer orientations and 
training sessions this August, and anyone 18 or older is 
welcome to sign up. 

“We are just so excited 
to be opening up again,” 
said Offi ce Administrator 
Garrett Wren. “We really 
appreciate everyone’s pa-
tience.”

Volunteers are able to 
walk and socialize the 
dogs, as well as socialize 
the cats. 

Existing volunteers 
may send their preferred 

The newly-renovated classrooms kept origi-
nal features such as the lighting fi xtures, 
while upgrading the space to make it welcom-
ing and functional.

GCS brings students back to Bolling School
By Sarah Richardson
After over a year of construction, dedication, and hard 

work, the Bolling School in Lewisburg once again has 
students walking down the hallways and learning in the 
classrooms. Now the new home of the Greenbrier Com-
munity School (GCS), the building has seen an exten-
sive renovation since GCS acquired it in 2018. 

Rece Nester, the Head of GCS, said that it’s been great 
to fi nally have students back in the space after all the ef-
fort they have put into the renovations. 

Over the fall and winter months, the school has been 
a space for tutoring, learning pods, and small group ses-
sions. They hosted an open house for the community 
last May where they gave tours, held a silent auction, 
and answered questions. They plan to host another open 
house in the near future, and are currently offering tours 
for those interested in new student enrollment.

“Our curriculum is innovative and student centered 
with an emphasis on independent thinking and problem 
solving,” states their website. “Our students mature into 
confi dent, self-directed learners who recognize the val-
ue of collaboration and cooperation in the learning en-
vironment. We prepare our students for later education 
and for life by giving them an appreciation for beauty, a 
desire for truth and the capacity to love themselves and 
those around them.”

The fi rst Bolling School building was actually de-
stroyed by a fi re in 1936. The current structure was then 

built, and completed in 1940. The school operated there 
though 1963, where, after integration, it became Lew-
isburg Middle School, and later a community center. 
Greenbrier Community School purchased the building 
in 2018, and will begin their fi rst semester of classes 
this fall. However, students have already been using the 
space while they hosted a two-week summer camp at the 

end of June and into July. 
“The hum of the sound 

of children in the school 
building has been really 
remarkable,” said Nester. 
“It was pretty monumental 
for the school as a proper-
ty to be a school again for 
the new generation. It was 
a pretty important day, and 
it was very emotional. We 
are so lucky and honored 
to be the ones to reopen 
the property.”

A press release from the 
January 8, 2015 edition 

of the Mountain Messenger provides a bit of informa-
tion about Professor Edward A. Bolling, for whom the 
school is named:

From Apr. 7, 1869, when the Board of Education for 
the township of Lewisburg acquired a building for the 
purpose of a free school for African American children, 
to the rocky course of actual integration in the 1950s this 
struggle was all too true.

And in the end, it was people who made the differ-
ence. People such as Professor Edward A. Bolling who, 
in a biography posted on the WV Archives and History 
site, was noted to have been an educator in this area for 
over 40 years.  He was born in Greenbrier County on 
Nov. 28, 1860, on the eve of the Civil War. He grew up 
in Richmond and was graduated from Morgan College 
in Baltimore, MD. In 1877, after teaching in Richmond 
for four years, he returned to Greenbrier County where 
he was appointed principal and teacher at the Lewisburg 
Colored School.

The WV Archives and History site indicates that, “For 
fi ve consecutive summers, 1910-14, Prof. Bolling was 
one of the instructors in the State Summer School for 

The gym fl oor has been meticulously 
refi nished and pays homage to the 
school’s original origins.
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SCREECH
Screech is a two-
month-old domes  c 
shorthair. He came 
to the shelter at just 
over a pound with his 
lower lip injured and 
unthri  y health status. 
A  er suppor  ve care 
to improve his health, he is doing great post 
surgery. Screech would do best in a home that 
loves snuggles and cuddles because he purrs 
nonstop and loves everyone. Mr. Personality 
right here!
STEELE
Steele is a three-year-
old Catahoula Leopard/
hound mix and weighs 
67 pounds. He is truly 
a handsome boy with a 
unique coat!

These and other animals are available at the 
Greenbrier Humane Society, located at 151 Holi-
day Lane off  of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. They are 
closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from 11 
a.m. through 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adop  on fee is $65 and covers spay/
neuter surgery, fi rst ki  y vaccina  ons, rabies 
vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and fl ea 
treatment.

Their dog adop  on fee is $85 and covers 
spay/neuter surgery, fi rst dog vaccina  ons, ra-
bies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, fl ea 
bath and fl ea treatment.

They also off er dona  on-based spay/neu-
ter vouchers, and clinics are fi lled on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. They use a lot of vets 
in the area but the clinics fi ll up fast! Fill out 
an applica  on to help prevent animal over-
popula  on! Call 304-645-4775 for more in-
forma  on.

PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

e-mail news stories to 
news@mountainmessenger.com

Bolling School                              Continued from Front Page

Thanks for making us your 
local listening choice!

Today’s 
Rock

Greenbrier Valley’s Talk 
and News Headquarters

Your Classic 
Hits Station

Today’s HOT 
Country!

Circus         Continued from Front Page

Fest with their high-fl ying acrobatic show on July 2 and 
3. That means your last chance to see them perform live 
under the hightop is this weekend, July 9, 10, and 11. 

Touted as one of the last touring tented circuses in the 
United States today, the show is set in the era of the 
1920s with lots of glitz and glam. As a family-friendly 
event, their aim is to have some fun for everyone. Sec-
ond-generation circus performers bring a variety of ac-
robatic performances and acts from the Vegas strip itself 
right here to the Greenbrier Valley. 

The show runs approximately an hour and a half, and 
general admission tickets start at $12 per child and $25 
per adult (17+). Visit https://www.20thcenturycircus.
com/tour to purchase tickets in advance. 

Hollow Hills Farm is located eight miles outside of 
Lewisburg at 23439 Midland Trail E.

Captain Roger White was recognized for his 
service and retirement from the Greenbrier 
County Sheriff’s Department on Friday, July 2. 
Sheriff Bruce Sloan presented Captain White 
with a shadow box commemorating his 29 
years of service. Friends, family and co-work-
ers gathered at the Greenbrier County Court-
house to celebrate this milestone and wish him 
well. Sheriff Sloan said, “We appreciate the 
many years of service that Roger has given to 
the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Offi ce and the 
citizens of Greenbrier County. He was a faithful 
member and the department will certainly miss 
his experience and knowledge. We wish Roger 
and his family the very best in the years ahead 
as he pursues those activities that bring him 
enjoyment.”

Captain Roger White 
recognized for service

Students got to enjoy the new facilities during the school’s summer camp program earlier this 
month. (Photo GCS Facebook page)

colored teachers at the West Virginia Collegiate Insti-
tute. In 1915, he was granted a State Life Certifi cate by 
the West Virginia State Board of Education. This Board 
is composed entirely of white men who are among the 
leading educators of the State. This high honor has been 
conferred on only a comparatively few white persons 
and on only about ten colored men of the entire State. In 
Mr. Bolling’s own county of Greenbrier only two white 
and no other colored persons have been awarded this 
honor.”

Professor Bolling was so well respected that, in 1933, 
Earl Charles Clay, then principal, renamed Lewisburg 
Colored Junior High School as Bolling Junior High and 
Elementary School, after its original principal. The orig-

inal building was destroyed by fi re in 1939 and rebuilt 
and opened again in the fall of 1941. In 1935, Bolling 
became a full 12 grade high school and was one of only 
four African American high schools in the entire State 
of West Virginia.

For more information on the Greenbrier Community 
School, visit https://www.greenbriercommunityschool.
org/.
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American Heritage Music Hall, Inc.
Located at 496 Island Park, Ronceverte. Open to the 
public, all welcome, handicap accessible. Listeners 
and tourists welcome. Admission $7 Tuesday nights, 
$10 Saturday - Audience provides food. Doors open 
at 7 p.m. Jam & Dance every Tuesday from 7 to 10 
p.m. Saturday dance, July 10 features New River Jack 
Band; Saturday dance, July 24 features Ivan Combs & 
The Outlaws. For more information call the Music Hall 
at 304-645-4667; Bill Evans at 304-392-6079; Grace 
Poe at 304-992-5852. The Music Hall is available for 
weddings and parties.

WV for Life to meet
The July meeting of West Virginians for Life Green-
brier County will be held Thursday, July 15, at 6:30 
p.m. at the Emmanuel Community Church in Caldwell. 
For more information call Paula McLaughlin at 304-
661-9866.

Carnegie Hall
will hold its annual membership meeting at 6 p.m. 
Monday, July 19, via video/ phone conference. The 
agenda includes introduction of newly-elected offi cers 
and an overview of 2020-21 year-end fi nancials. Indi-
viduals or families who made a contribution of at least 
$50 to the Hall during the last fi scal year are consid-
ered members of the Hall and are invited to attend the 
annual meeting. Please email ceo@carnegiehallwv.org 
for information about how to join the meeting by video 
conference or phone.

Thanks extended for Fun Day help
Thanks to all the businesses and people that sponsored 
and donated to Fun Day for the Youth in the commu-
nity, including Offi cer Grimm with the White Sulphur 
Springs Police Department, IGA, Food Lion, Ray Fer-
guson, Little General, Godfather’s Pizza, April’s Pizze-
ria, Greenbrier Valley Medical Center, Gillispie’s Flow-
ers, and Zoom Task. Special thanks to all the members 
of House of Prayer for coming out and helping!

AA meetings
are held Saturdays at 10 a.m. via Zoom meeting. (Con-
tact 304-647-0677 for Zoom details.) Also, meetings 
are held on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings 
at 7 p.m. and Thursdays at noon at St. James Episcopal 
Church in Lewisburg. Find listings for other meetings 
in West Virginia at aawv.org.

Addiction Screenings available
If you or a loved one is struggling with substance 
abuse, take the fi rst step towards overcoming addic-
tion. Call 1-800-431-1754 for free addiction screenings 
or referrals. For more information visit https://www.
narcononnewliferetreat.org/blog/strange-side-effects-
of-covid-19.html

Briefl y
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Public Meetings
Gbr. Co. Farmland Protection Board
meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 10:30 
a.m. at 804 Industrial Drive, Suite 5, in Maxwelton. 
The public is invited to attend. Call 304-520-3221 for 
more information.
Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. 
The public is invited to attend.
Historic Landmarks Commission
will meet Monday, July 12, at 5 p.m. in regular ses-
sion in the Paul R. Cooley Chambers at Lewisburg 
City Hall, 942 Washington Street West, or by tele-
conference via Zoom. For more information on 
how to attend by Zoom Conference, please contact 
Lewisburg City Hall at 304-645-2080 no later than 
Monday July 12, by 4 p.m. On the agenda:
• Approval of Minutes - June 14, 2021
• Comments from the public (5 minute limit)
• Election of Offi cers
• Mary Essig, 237 Lee Street - install 6 foot high  
 privacy fence and replace back deck with 
 composite decking with a black metal handrail
• The French Goat, 290 Lafayette Street - extend 
 existing deck by 8’ x 12’
• Sheena Pendley (Sheena Pendley Design and 
 Photography), 846 Court Street North - install 
 hanging sign 24” x 15.5” high
• Appalachian Headwaters, 122 Courtney Drive - 
 paint exterior of the house Alabaster White and 
 install solar panels on the roof top
• Comments from the Commissioners
• Comments from the Planning and Zoning Offi cer
The next scheduled meeting for the Lewisburg His-
toric Landmarks Commission will be Monday, Aug. 
9, at 5 p.m. with a deadline of Friday July 23.
Renick Town Council
will meet Monday, July 12, at 7 p.m. at the Renick 
Town Hall. Agenda items include:
• Community comments
• Approval of minutes and fi nancial reports
• Committee reports
• Swearing in of council members 
• Building permits
• Other Business
Greenbrier Co. Planning Commission
will meet Tuesday, July 13, at 11 a.m. Attend in per-
son (please follow all health and safety protocols) at 
Greenbrier County Courthouse, 912 Court Street N., 
Lewisburg OR Virtual Meeting Option - meeting will 
be hosted on Zoom. Public can access meeting via: 
Internet Access: https://wvu.zoom.us/j/91330370810 
(Meeting ID: 913 3037 0810) OR Phone Access: 
(dial) 1 (646) 558 8656 or 877-853-5257 or 888-475-
4499 (Meeting ID: 913 3037 0810)
On the agenda:
• Approval of May 25, 2021 meeting Minutes
• Election of Offi cers
• Discuss / take action on Appalachian 

For the Record

Alma Osborne to Pamela Osborne, 1 Acre M/L, 
Meadow Bluff District
Mark Grim to Greenbrier Premier Rentals & Prop-
erty LLC, Lots 97, 99, and 101 - Lots 96, 98, 100, 
102 - Patton Heights Sbdv, Lewisburg Corp
Shelby L Salisbury to Donald L Bostic and Sarah 
Bostic, 10 Acres, Meadow Bluff District

Deeds

Lorri McKinney, Renick, possession of marijuana, 
NCP, fi ne $35
Stephen J. Kressley, Ronceverte, domestic assault, 

NCP, fi ne $50, jail 30 days credit for 11 hours served 
- remainder suspended and placed on 12 months un-
supervised probation
Robin M. Farmer, Alderson, failure to appear, NCP, 

jail 12 days credit for 4 days served
Elizabeth Jane Justice, Lewisburg, driving revoked 

DUI, NCP, fi ne $100, jail 45 days - suspended and 
placed on Home Confi nement 45 days
James Eugene Russell, Richwood, prohibitions - sol-

id waste disposal, GP, fi ne $100
Joey Stuart Odell, consumption of alcoholic bever-

age in passenger area, GP, fi ne $50
Delbert A. Deline, Rainelle, driving too fast for road 

conditions, fi ne $30
Dakota W. ODell, shooting within 500 feet of a dwell-

ing, NCP, fi ne $50
Cody Dean Rhodes, reckless driving, NCP, fi ne $100
Jared Wesley Biggs, speeding, GP, fi ne $42
Cole S. Price, speed limitations generally; penalty 

(10 mph or less above), NCP, fi ne $5

Greenbrier County 
Magistrate Court Convictions

 Headwaters building permit application
• Continue to review, consider and discuss 
 changes to draft zoning ordinance and draft 
 zoning map, including but not limited to: 
  a.  Discuss and review new residential zoning 
   district
  b.  Determine uses allowed in new residential  
   district
  c.  Determine dimensional requirements for  
   new residential zoning district
• Review & discuss amendments to 
 Comprehensive Plan
• Review & discuss Enactment Process and 
 Schedule 
• Public Comment
• Schedule meeting with WVU Land Use Clinic
Council Organizational Meeting
will meet Tuesday, July 13, at 6:30 p.m. in the Paul 
R. Cooley Council Chamber, Lewisburg City Hall. 
Also available via teleconference. For information 
on how to participate, contact Lewisburg City Hall 
at 304-645-2080 by 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 13.
The following topics are scheduled for discussion:
• Oath of offi ce
• Adoption, re-adoption and amendment of rules 
 governing the offi cial conduct of City Council and 
 rules governing the transactions of City Council 
 business
• Appointment of City Offi cers and Council 
 Committees
Lewisburg Finance Committee
will meet in regular session Tuesday, July 13, at 7 
p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chamber, Lew-
isburg City Hall. Please contact City Hall by 4 p.m. 
on Tuesday, July 13, to request the zoom link. The 
following topics are scheduled for discussion:
• Chapman Technical Group LLC - Water System 
 Upgrade update
• Sidewalk Project US 219 North Phase II pay 
 application 4
• Sidewalk Project US 219 North Phase III pay 
 application 6
• Fire Department Testing of Fire Hose and Ladder 
 bid approval
• Coal Severance Budget Revision Number 1 - 
 Fiscal Year 2022
• Mills Group LLC Contract renewal
• Authority of City Manager for the American 
 Rescue Plan application & funds
• Signature Authority on City Bank Accounts
• Communication from members
• Approval of Minutes - June 8, 2021

Gov. Justice announces availability of 
reduced-price lifetime hunting and 
fi shing licenses for kids 15 and under

Brian Keith Martin, Renick, driving suspended, NCP, 
fi ne $100
Justin Eric Shaffer, Meadow Bridge, driving too fast 

for roadway conditions, GP, fi ne $22
Brian J. Francis, Richmond, VA, driving too fast for 

roadway conditions, NCP, fi ne $22
Christina Lovette Hopkins, Lewisburg, domestic bat-

tery, NCP, fi ne $50; jail 45 days credit 6 days served 
- remainder suspended and placed on 12 months un-
supervised probation, Day Report 45 days
Michael D. Lewis, Havelock, NC, driving while license 

suspended or revoked, GP, fi ne $100
Michael D. Lewis, Havelock, NC, no vehicle insur-

ance, GP, fi ne $200
Michael D. Lewis, Havelock, NC, improper use of evi-

dences of registration, GP, fi ne $50
Amanda Harvey, Renick, possession of controlled 

substance without valid prescription, NCP, fi ne $100
Cortland Dwayne Sheppard, Renick, battery, NCP, jail 

21 days - suspended and placed on 12 months unsu-
pervised probation

This week, Gov. Jim Justice announced the availabil-
ity of reduced-price lifetime hunting and fi shing licenses 
for kids age 15 and younger through a new tiered pricing 
program.

The program - made possible by a West Virginia State 
Senate bill passed during the 2021 legislative session 
and signed by Gov. Justice in April - substantially re-
duces the cost of a resident lifetime license for children 
up until their 15th birthday.

“As a lifelong hunter and fi sherman myself, I know 
just how valuable it is for us to get our kids out in the 
woods or in our pristine waters. It can spark a lifetime 
love of the outdoors and create so many great memo-
ries,” Gov. Justice said. “This program is truly one of 
the best deals that’s ever been offered by our WVDNR 
and it will make it easier for parents and grandparents 
to introduce their kids to our state’s unmatched outdoor 
traditions.”

The program provides a 60% discount on a lifetime 
license purchased before a child’s fi rst birthday, a 45% 
discount on a lifetime license purchased before a child’s 
fi fth birthday, a 25% discount on a lifetime license pur-
chased before a child’s 10th birthday, and a 10% dis-
count on a lifetime license purchased before a child’s 
15th birthday.

“I want to thank Governor Justice for his unending 
support and for making it easier for hunters and anglers 
and their families to enjoy our state’s beautiful natural 
resources,” WVDNR Director Stephen McDaniel said. 
“Thanks to the Governor’s leadership, and programs 
like this, we have the tools we need to recruit and retain 
hunters and anglers to our great state.”

The regular price of a lifetime hunting and fi shing li-
cense is $805. Under the new pricing tier system, life-
time licenses for kids age 15 and younger are priced as 
follows:

• Before 1st birthday: $322
• Before 5th birthday: $442.75
• Before 10th birthday: $603.75
• Before 15th birthday: $724.50
To purchase or renew a regular West Virginia hunting 

and fi shing license, visit WVhunt.com.
The tiered pricing program also applies to resident 

lifetime trout stamps. A regular lifetime trout stamp 
costs $230. Under the new pricing tier system, resident 
lifetime trout stamps for kids age 15 and younger are 
priced as follows:

• Before 1st birthday: $92
• Before 5th birthday: $126.50
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Taught by Thirst
Many years ago, I worked at an organic farm manag-

ing their retail shop and deliveries. I was also privileged 
to head into the fi elds and greenhouses with my boss 
when things got slow in the store. From him I learned 
about raising healthy seedlings, planting from the back 
of a tractor, and weeding carrot sprouts on my hands 
and knees.

Watering was a task I loved to do, just to be in the 
presence of so many green little beings. But watering 
correctly was something I had to be taught, if you can 
believe that. Everybody thinks you just give a little 
sprinkle around the plants and you’re done. WRONG.

Growing inside a greenhouse or out in a garden will 
determine how much water your plants need to grow, 
whether they be fl owers or veggies. Inside a greenhouse, 
temperatures rise quickly in the sunshine. Greenhouses 
need a way to “vent” out the hot air with a fan, ideally 
temperature controlled. Out in the garden, YOU are the 
controller of when plants get a cool drink of water.

Tips:
• Water in the morning before 10 a.m., or late in the 

evening around sunset. Watering during a very hot sun-
ny day will cause the water to evaporate quickly from 
the soil before it fully sinks down into the soil. 

• Water deeply, not a sprinkle. Water needs to seep 
down to the roots to benefi t the plant. Surface watering 
is not helpful and can be harmful because the roots stay 
near the ground surface. You want to encourage your 
plant roots to go deep instead of drinking from the top of 
the ground. Deep roots keep them strong and somewhat 
wind resistant.

• There is no need to water every day. That may be 
hard to obey during these hot days. 

Basil, lettuces, and even tomato plants start to keel 
over in the heat. Plants require about one inch of water 
per week during cool weather and two inches of water 
per week when it is above 80 and near 90’s. You will no-
tice plants will spring back up when the sun goes down 
so just keep the hose handy for the next morning instead 
of watering daily.

-Soak your soil, not your plants. Overhead watering 
by hose or an oscillating hose sprinkler may seem like a 
time saver and big help BUT you may end up with fun-
gal issues on your plants, especially tomatoes. Aim your 
water spray from a hose around the base of each plant 
where it is needed. Plants don’t need a bath. You won’t 
waste much water at all. 

Nature’s Way
By Karen Cohen

Master Gardener/Photojournalist/Artist 
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Capito, Manchin announce funding for infectious disease 
prevention and control in WV

U.S. Senators Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) and Joe 
Manchin (D-WV), members of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, this week announced $1,070,880 for a 
STD prevention and control program through the West 
Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources 
(DHHR). This funding was made available through the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).

“With STDs at an all-time high across the country, 
providing the resources our health departments need to 
treat and prevent infectious diseases is incredibly impor-
tant, and this funding will contribute to those efforts,” 
Senator Capito said. “As a leader on the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, I will continue to advocate for the 
support our medical professionals in West Virginia need 
to keep West Virginians healthy.”

“West Virginia communities must be equipped to 
handle any public health crisis that our state faces. Due 
to the drug epidemic which continues to ravage West 

SIDE NOTE: If your garden soil has not been amended 
by compost or other organic matter, it can get very dry in 
hot spells. It may even crack open when extremely dry. 
You can remedy this by topping the ground around the 
plants with either grass clippings, straw mulch, brown 
compostable shopping bags and I have seen sawdust 
used as mulch. Covering the ground will allow moisture 
to stay below and plants will stay cooler. Spread mulch 
around the ground and about 5 inches away from each 
plant so water and rain can still sink into the ground. 

And while you are hydrating your garden, don’t for-
get to take some sips from the hose for yourself.  Stay 
hydrated!

Email for comments and gardening tips: nature-
swaykaren@gmail.com.

Is West Virginia prepared 5 
years after devastating fl oods?
By Nadia Ramlagan for WVNS
Deadly fl ooding fi ve years ago continues to haunt 

many West Virginia communities, and advocates called 
on the state to update its fl ood-resilience plan to ensure 
as stronger and more frequent storms happen, counties 
are prepared.

The 2016 fl oods cost the state an estimated $300 mil-
lion in damages.

Angie Rosser, executive director of the West Virginia 
Rivers Coalition, said the impact of the event hasn’t left 
the minds of residents.

“Our rugged terrain and the fact that so many com-
munities are located along our rivers and streams make 
us especially vulnerable,” Rosser explained. “So it’s cer-
tainly on the forefront of our minds.”

Some lawmakers called on the state to use surplus 
funds toward mitigation efforts.

The West Virginia Conservation Agency has a list of 
more than 100 “high-hazard” dams, meaning dam failure 
could result in loss of life and property.

Mathew Sanders, senior manager of the Flood Pre-
pared Communities Initiative for The Pew Charitable 
Trusts, said development laden with concrete and asphalt 
increases West Virginia’s fl ood risk.

“The state has done a fantastic job over the last fi ve 
years effectuating long-term recovery from that event 
in 2016,” Sanders acknowledged. “And now they really 
have an opportunity to pivot in a more forward-thinking 
fashion.”

Rosser argued there is untapped potential in looking 
at natural solutions to help minimize the worst effects of 
fl ooding, strategies that use nature’s ability to detain and 
retain water.

“We’ve got a lot of wetlands and fl oodplains that we 
can look at with new eyes and see nature as an ally of 
restoring natural functions of fl oodplains,” Rosser con-
tended.

Research shows heavy rain over the state’s rugged to-
pography is the costliest and most severe natural hazard 
for the state.

Since 2005, West Virginia has received more than 16 
FEMA disaster declarations, the majority of which were 
related to severe storms and fl ooding events.

During Tuesday’s briefi ng, Gov. Justice announced 
that more than 1 million West Virginians have now re-
ceived at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.

To date, 1,005,135 West Virginians have received at 
least one dose of vaccine, while 836,954 West Virgin-
ians have been fully vaccinated.

“This is a huge milestone that we’ve hit,” Gov. Justice 
said. “You have done a whale of a job, West Virginia, 
and it’s because all of us have been pulling the rope to-
gether.”

“I congratulate everyone who has played a role in get-
ting us to this point,” Gov. Justice said. “But we still 
have more work to do to get all of our residents vac-
cinated.”

The Governor went on 
to announce that, due to the 
success of statewide vacci-
nation efforts - especially 
among residents ages 50 
and older - surpassing the 
original goals established 
by medical experts, West 
Virginia’s COVID-19 pan-
demic response leadership 
team is establishing new 
vaccination goals for the 
state’s wisest populations.

These new goals include 
vaccinating at least 90% 
of all West Virginians ages 
65 and older with at least 
one dose and vaccinating 
at least 85% of all West 
Virginians ages 50 and 

older with at least one dose.
“There’s a thing in athletics where you always want 

to raise the bar,” Gov. Justice said. “That’s exactly what 
we’re doing.”

Currently, 87.3% of West Virginians ages 65 and old-
er have received at least one dose of the vaccine, while 
79.4% of West Virginians ages 50 and older have re-
ceived at least one dose of the vaccine.

“At fi rst, we hoped like crazy we could get to 70% of 
our 65 and older population,” Gov. Justice said. “Then, 
all of a sudden, 75% became attainable, then 80%, then 
even 85%. It’s unbelievable. No one would have thought 
originally that would have been possible.

“Now we need to keep going,” Gov. Justice continued.

Saturday, timings, and cat or dog side preference in an 
email to ghs.assist@gmail.com. Please let them know if 
you have attended the volunteer training prior to March 
2020. Social distancing will be enforced inside the facil-
ity, and masks will be at the discretion of each volunteer. 

“It’s very important to email to express interest in at-
tending our orientation,” Garrett added. 

At this time, adoptions and surrenders will remain on 
the appointment system.

The facility is also in need of both bleach and high ef-
fi ciency (HE) laundry detergent. Donations may be left 
in the red wagon on the front porch.

Gov. Justice announces over 1 million have now 
received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine

Virginia, we have seen a rise in sexually transmitted dis-
eases, such as viral hepatitis and HIV in our communi-
ties. This investment from HHS will help local health 
departments strengthen STD prevention, detection and 
control. I will continue to advocate for resources to help 
West Virginia address any public health crisis,” Senator 
Manchin said.

• Before 10th birthday: $172.50
• Before 15th birthday: $207
To purchase a resident lifetime license or trout stamp 

for a child age 15 or younger, contact the WVDNR 
licensing section by calling 304-558-2758, Monday 
through Friday, between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. A certifi ed 
copy of the child’s birth certifi cate is required to apply.

Commentary



www.mountainmessenger.com The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley - July 10, 2021 - Mountain Messenger - 5

CLUBCLUB

Gold Star Mothers speak 
to Richland Ruritans

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach 
out to us for help getting rid of their 
timeshare. In 2019, we relieved over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit
 and see if you qualify:

844-738-0094

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 310-1895

*Off er value when purchased at retail. Solar panels sold separately.

Alderson abatement process explained
The Alderson Police Department 

recently began issuing abatement 
and ordinance violation notices to 
town residents, homeowners, prop-
erty owners, and business owners. 
These notices were issued for many 
different violations, and, therefore, 
have many different remedies. The 
individual notice stated the nature 
of the problem and gave the recipi-
ent a date by which the problem 
needed to be corrected. The notices 
also informed the recipient to con-
tact the issuing offi cer for more in-
formation or if they had any ques-
tions. If recipients choose to ignore 
these initial notices, the complaint 
may proceed to the next step, which 
can be criminal sanctions which 
may require an appearance before 
a judge.  

Mayor Travis Copenhaver said, 
“Before any notices were issued, 
the Town authorized members of 

both the maintenance staff and the 
police department to participate in 
a town wide clean-up day on May 
26. In connection with the clean-
up day the Town arranged for two 
dumpsters to be placed at the wa-
ter plant and any town resident, 
with proper proof of residency, 
could bring items to the dumpster 
at no charge. The services of the 
Town’s employees were offered to 
residents that were not able to get 
items to the dumpster themselves. 
This was a Town wide effort to as-
sist residents in cleaning their prop-
erty before any notices were issued. 
Keeping property clean helps ev-
eryone with many issues including 
reduced insects, reduced vermin, 
and increased property values.”

The recent abatement and ordi-
nance violation notices were issued 
because of direct complaints, or 
visible violations noted by the code 

enforcement offi cer, town staff, or 
police patrol. Once a complaint is 
received either the Town Code En-
forcement Offi cer or a Town Po-
lice Offi cer checks the complaint 
to verify there is an actual viola-
tion of a Town ordinance. After a 
complaint is verifi ed, the Offi cer 
can either speak directly with the 
responsible party or may choose 
to issue an abatement or ordinance 
violation notice giving the Town 
Ordinance number and a time to 
remedy the violation. 

Chief Rusty Beyer said, “In the 
month of June, there were approxi-
mately 50 notices sent to respon-
sible parties throughout the Town. 
Please note the Offi cers are equal 
enforcement offi cers and do not 
discriminate for race, color, reli-
gion, national origin, sex, physical 
or mental disability, age, sexual ori-
entations, or gender identities.”

Members of the Alderson Police Department load debris for a family who was unable to get it to the dump-
ster.  

Church Bulletin
Ronceverte Baptist Church
invites children of all ages to a summer event 
called “Alpine Ascent - Find Strength in God’s 
Word” The lessons are: students will always be 
ready to serve the Lord, will follow Christ who 
lives in them, will live faithfully for Christ despite 
diffi culties, will share Christ with their unsaved 
family and friends, and will stand with Christ 
against evil and danger. Each day the kids will 
enjoy delicious snacks, play games, learn upbeat 
songs and work on different crafts. VBS will be 
Monday, July 12 through Friday, July 16 from 
6:30 to 9 p.m. Classes for nursery age children 
through those who have completed 6th grade. We 
also have an adult class. (Children 3 and under 
must be accompanied by parent or guardian.) 
Come join us and bring a friend. Ronceverte 
Baptist Church is located at 437 W. Main Street. If 
you have any questions please call 304-647-4067 
- if no answer leave a message and someone will 
return your call.

Alvon Living Word Church
and Pastor Robert McClintic will present The 
Hoppers at July 17 6 p.m. Multi-award winning 
family group, The Hoppers, have been singing 
to global audiences for over 60 years with 
appearances ranging from presidential religious 
inaugural ceremonies and New York’s Carnegie 
Hall to singing conventions and church platforms. 
They have performed throughout the United States 
as well as in Israel, Europe and Africa. Their 
unique blend of harmonies and song choices have 
created a legacy of musical excellence embraced 
by leading pastors and event organizers. Known 
as America’s Favorite Family of Gospel Music, 
they are favorites on the Gaither Homecoming 
videos and tours, and their recordings frequently 
land at the top of the BILLBOARD sales charts 
and The Singing News radio charts. Comprised 
today of family members Claude and Connie, son 
Dean and his wife, Kim, and son Mike Hopper, 
The Hoppers were formed in 1957 in the rural-
farm town of Madison, NC, and have grown 
continuously for decades, touching countless 
lives around the world. A cancer survivor, Connie 
has been honored with the prestigious Marvin 
Norcross Award, in addition to numerous industry 
and fan honors; and she has been inducted into the 
Southern Gospel Music Hall of Fame. Sons Dean 
and Mike have continued the family legacy with 
their musical talents and business abilities; and 
Kim, Dean’s wife, hails from her own nationally 
acclaimed musical family, The Greenes. She is 
noted for the excitement she brings to any live 
performance, and her unmistakable, rafter-ringing 
soprano vocals have taken The Hoppers to new 
heights for many years. Find more information at 
thehoppers.com

Annual Ketron Church and 
Community Homecoming 1902-
2011
The annual Ketron Church Homecoming is 
resuming this year! Please join us Sunday, 
Aug. 1 at 11 a.m. to celebrate the legacy of the 
Ketron Church, worship, and reunite with old 
friends. Masks will be available. The speaker 
this year will be Mayford Witt of Charleston. 
Following the worship service we will gather at 
the Frank Whanger Picnic Shelter for a Carry-
in lunch and a brief business meeting. Everyone 
is invited to attend. Paper products and utensils 
will be provided. Please notify Karen West of any 
persons you would like added to the memorial 
list. Because the Homecoming was cancelled 
last year, very few donations were received. Your 
donations for the upkeep of the church located on 
Rockland Road, Ronceverte, and the cemetery are 
more important now than ever before. If you have 
loved ones buried in the Ketron cemetery and 
cannot attend, please consider mailing a generous 
donation to Ketron Church in care of the Ketron 
Treasurer, Karen West, P.O. Box 251, Ronceverte, 
WV 24970.

Reunions
Johnston / Johnson 
The Johnston/Johnson Family invite you to 
attend their Family Reunion, Sunday, July 11, 
at McMillion United Methodist Church Picnic 
Shelter, Friars Hill, in Greenbrier County, 
beginning at 12:30 p.m. You are also welcome to 
attend the church services at 9:30 a.m. Everyone 
is welcome! Hope to see you there! We will share 
a covered dish lunch.

The featured speak-
ers for the June 9 dinner 
meeting of the Richland 
Ruritans were Shirley 
White, the past President 
of the West Virginia Gold 
Star Mothers, and Belinda 
Jividan, the current presi-
dent of the WV Gold Star 
Mothers.

The American Gold 
Star Mothers were orga-
nized in 1928 and char-
tered by Congress in 1984. 
The organization is made 
up of ladies who have suf-
fered the loss of a son or 
daughter in the service to 
our country. It is a support 
group offering compan-
ionship and comfort to 

other families who have 
suffered the loss of a fam-
ily member in the service. 
The Gold Star Mothers 
work to keep the memory 
of their sons and daughter 
alive by working to help 
veterans, those currently 
serving in the military, 
their families and our 
communities.

The speakers displayed 
for the Ruritans the Na-
tional Remembrance Flag 
that was created by the 
Honor and Remember 
organization. The H & R 
organization is dedicated 
to the perpetual recogni-
tion of our military fallen 
heroes and their families. 

The Remembrance fl ag 
fl ies at the West Virginia 
state capital and at nation-
al cemeteries.

At the conclusion of the 
presentation, the Richland 
Ruritans voted to make a 
donation to the Gold Star 
Mothers and to purchase 
a National Remembrance 
Flag to fl y at their meeting 
location.

Other Ruritan business 
conducted at the meeting 
was to recognize Frank 
Tuckwiller, the Zone 
2 governor. Frank was 
awarded a Certifi cate of 
Honor for services to the 
Lower West Virginia Dis-
trict of the Ruritans. The 

club also voted a dona-
tion to fund a scholarship 
to the Greenbrier Youth 
Camp.

The July meeting will 
be the annual picnic for 
members and their fami-
lies at the Calvary Meth-
odist Church on July 14. 

The Richlands Ruritans 
club meets on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each 
month for a dinner meet-
ing at the Calvary Meth-
odist Church on Route 
60W. The Ruritan Civic 
organization is a national 
network of clubs work-
ing together for a stronger 
America. The Ruritans’ 
focus is to support com-
munity services in small 
towns and rural communi-
ties across America. The 
Ruritans were founded in 
1928 in Holland, Virginia 
and celebrated their 93rd 
year last May. The Rich-
lands Ruritans Club pro-
vides scholarships to local 
college students and 4-H 
campers and maintains 
Tuckwiller Park.
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252 Montvue Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-645-1851

Chapel Seating For 400 Comfortably

Well Lit Parking Lot With 125 Spaces

12 Reserved For Those 

With Exceptionalities

Wheelchair Accessible – 

Modern Technology

Headstones, Markers 
and Memorials

www.morganfh.net
FB-@morganfhwv

James “ Richie” Holliday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee In Charge

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E
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Constance 
Manchester

Lewisburg-On Tuesday 
morning, June 29, 2021, 
the world lost a shimmer-
ing light. Constance (Con-
nie) Manchester of Lewis-
burg died peacefully in her 
sleep beside her husband, 
John, at their home aft er 
a courageous, six-month 
struggle with breast and 
spinal cancer.

Born Mar. 27, 1944, 
in Lima, Ohio, Connie 
was the daughter of the 
late Catherine Ferguson 
Palmer and Lester Eugene 
Palmer. In addition to her 
parents she was preceded 
in death by her son, Na-
than Palmer Manchester.

Connie grew up in 
Vandalia, OH, graduated 
from Earlham College 
with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Psychology in 1966 
and earned her Master’s 
Degree in Occupational 
Th erapy from Columbia 
University in 1973.

She and John met in 
Morgantown. Th ey were 
married Aug. 4, 1979 
and moved to Greenbrier 
County in July 1982 where 
she helped John build 
their house in Renick. 
She worked with children 
with disabilities as an OT 
for the Braxton, Preston, 
Greenbrier and Monroe 
County school systems, 
worked several years for 
the Seneca Mental Health 
Early Intervention Birth 
to Th ree Program, and 
worked for Home Care 
Plus as an OT from 1990-
2010 when she retired.

From an early age she 
loved photography. Her 
parents gave her a Kodak 
Instamatic camera as a col-
lege graduation gift , and 
she never lost her passion 
for taking photographs. 
She won many ribbons 
at the West Virginia State 
Fair for her photography 
and was featured in the 
2013 Art Class in Green-
brier Valley Quarterly. 
She regularly donated her 
photos for fundraisers for 
local organizations.

From 2005-2020 she 
took photo tours to: the 
Galapagos Islands; Ice-
land; Greenland; Ire-
land; Hawaii; Tanzania; 
Churchill (Manitoba) to 
photograph polar bears;  
Lake Baikal in Siberia 
and Yellowstone Na-
tional Park in the winter; 
Utah; Oregon; Montana; 
and Oaxaca, Mexico for 
a weaving/photography 
workshop, but she espe-
cially loved taking photo-
graphs throughout West 
Virginia.

She was a 16-year mem-
ber of Greenbrier Valley 
Master Gardeners where 
she was the unoffi  cial pho-
tographer. She sang for 
many years with Green-
brier Valley Chorale, was 
a fi ve year volunteer for 
CASA, was a member, El-
der and substitute pianist 

of Spring Creek Presbyte-
rian Church and was an 
active member of Shep-
herd’s Center of Greenbri-
er Valley where she taught 
photography classes and 
made travel presentations.

Connie will be remem-
bered for her love of her 
family (in particular her 
granddaughters), her pho-
tographic talent, her kind, 
nurturing and patient 
nature, her adventurous 
spirit, her inquisitive mind 
and her boundless energy.

Left  to cherish her mem-
ory are: her husband of 41 
years, John of Lewisburg; 
her daughter, Johnna Bar-
lowe, husband Chris Bar-
lowe and granddaughters 
Gemma and Arianna of 
Henrico, VA; her in-laws, 
Paula and Robin Barlowe 
of Richmond, VA, Mar-
garet (Peggy) Clark of 
Pinehurst, NC, Judi Man-
chester of Shelburne, VT, 
and Joan Slaney of Dracut, 
MA; and numerous won-
derful cousins, nieces and 
nephews.

Th e family wishes to 
thank all her physicians 
and medical staff  who 
provided excellent care to 
her. She was particularly 
appreciative of the nurtur-
ing care she received from 
Belinda Smith, Lesley 
Th waits and Joseph Lutz.

Memorial gift s may be 
sent to: Greenbrier Valley 
Master Gardeners, P.O. 
Box 278, Frankford WV 
24938 or Greenbrier Val-
ley Chorale, P.O. Box 1413, 
Lewisburg WV 24901.

A Celebration of Life 
ceremony will be held on 
the lawn at Carnegie Hall 
in Lewisburg on Saturday, 
Sept. 25 at 11 a.m. with a 
reception to follow.

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

Cristie Beth Dawson

White Sulphur 
Springs-Cristie Beth 
Dawson, 65, passed away 
Friday, July 2, 2021, at her 
residence.

Born June 20, 1955, 
at Ronceverte, she was a 
daughter of the late Law-
rence S. Windon, Sr. and 
the late Edna June Holley 
Windon.

She was a housekeeper 
and formerly worked for 
Hanover Shoe Co. in Mar-
linton.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in 
death by a brother, Larry 
Windon, Jr.

Survivors include 
daughter, Judi Spinks 
(Marcus); son, Michael 

Dawson, Jr., all of White 
Sulphur Springs; two sis-
ters, Betsy Falls (Billy) of 
Ronceverte and Judy Ar-
zaqua (Ralph) of Roanoke, 
VA; also surviving are 
eight grandchildren and 
11 great-grandchildren.

A visitation was held on 
Wednesday evening, July 
7, at Wallace & Wallace 
Funeral Home in White 
Sulphur Springs. Crema-
tion followed the visita-
tion.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to Pey-
ton Hospice House, 1265 
Maplewood Avenue, Lew-
isburg WV 24901.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in White Sul-
phur Springs is in charge 
of arrangements. Please 
send online condolences 
by visiting www.Wallace-
andWallaceFH.com

Danny Jay Whitt

Lewisburg-Danny Jay 
Whitt passed away Fri-
day, July 2, 2021, at Peyton 
Hospice House follow-
ing a long illness. He was 
surrounded by his loving 
family.

He was born on May 1, 
1948, to Olbert and Beu-
lah (Cornwell) Whitt.

Mr. Whitt was preceded 
in death by his parents and 
three brothers, Donny, 
Doyle, and Doug.

He is survived by his 
loving wife of 55 years, 
Vicki (Hoover) Whitt; 
two daughters, Tammy 
Barnett (Kevin) of Frank-
ford, and Heather Whitt 
of Roanoke, VA. He was 
blessed with two beloved 
grandchildren, Danielle 
Dyckman (Jordan), of 
Roanoke, VA, and Zach-
ary Barnett of Frankford. 
He was also blessed with 
a great-grandson, Daniel 
Owen (Big O) of Roanoke, 
VA. Other survivors are 
two brothers, Duane (Me-
lissa), and Dale (Debbie); 
and fi ve sisters, Dona Lilly 
(Paul), Danetta Whitt, 
Danita Moore (Dave), 
Donna Shortridge (James) 
and Deanna Whitt; and 
sister-in-law, Mary Ellen 
Whitt.

Mr. Whitt, along with 
his wife, owned and op-
erated Whitt Family Fur-
niture for more than 30 
years. He proudly served 
his country in the U.S. 
Army during the Vietnam 
confl ict. He was a member 
of the Renick VFW Post 
6737. He loved Farmall 
tractors and WVU Moun-
taineers, but mostly he 
loved spending time with 
his family.

Visitation was Monday 

evening, July 5, at the Mor-
gan Funeral Home Cha-
pel, Lewisburg. Funeral 
service was held on Tues-
day, July 6, at the Wesley 
Chapel United Methodist 
Church, Carroll Hill Road, 
Lewisburg. Private family 
burial followed.

In lieu of fl owers please 
make donations to Pey-
ton Hospice House, 1265 
Maplewood Avenue, Lew-
isburg, WV 24901.

Online guestbook may 
be signed at www.mor-
ganfh .net.

Harold Dolan, Jr.

Ron c e ver te - Haro l d 
“Mack” Dolan, Jr., 71, 
passed away Wednesday, 
June 16, 2021, at West 
Penn Hospital in Pitts-
burgh, PA.

Mack was born July 8, 
1949, in Ronceverte, the 
son of the late Harold 
Mack and Mary Frances 
Kellison Dolan, Sr.

He held a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Elementary Educa-
tion and a Master’s Degree 
in Education Leadership, 
Mack has been a second 
grade teacher at Alderson 
Elementary School for 50 
years. Mack held member-
ships in the Shriner’s, Li-
ons Club, WVEA, GCEA 
as Treasurer and member 
of the GCEA Executive 
Committee.

Other than his parents 
he was preceded in death 
by his brother, Stephen 
Dolan and a nephew, 
Lance Cpl. James F. B. 
Dolan.

Surviving Mack are his 
son, Jason Dolan and wife 
Susan; sister, C. K. Dolan 
(Sarah); step-grandchil-
dren, James, DeWayne 
and Bobby Lee Vaughan; 
nephews, Martin Bowl-
ing (Mandi), Trevor and 
Chase Dolan; great-neph-
ew, Roamin Bowling; and 
special friends, Virginia 
Boone, Sharon Hughes, 
Sarah McFerrin and De-
nise LaRosa.

Visitation for Mack will 
be Friday, July 9, from 6 
until 8 p.m. at the Wallace 
& Wallace Funeral Home 
in Lewisburg.

Private graveside ser-
vices will be held Saturday, 
July 10, at his farm with 
Pastor Donnie Weikle of-
fi ciating.

A Celebration of Life 
for all will be on Saturday, 
July 10, from 1 to 5 p.m. at 
Shelter # 2 on Island Park 
in Ronceverte.

In lieu of fl owers the 
family wishes memorial 
contributions be made 
to Alderson Elementary 
School, 305 Elmwood 

Avenue, Alderson, WV 
24910 (Memo: H. Mack 
Dolan Memorial Fund). 

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

Ronald Benjamin 
Snyder

Fairlea-A good man has 
died. Ronald Benjamin 
Snyder passed away sud-
denly and unexpectedly at 
Greenbrier Valley Hospi-
tal, in Fairlea on Th ursday, 
July 1, 2021.

Ron, as he was known to 
family, numerous friends, 
RBS family, church fam-
ily, business associates and 
classmates, was born on 
Oct. 4 in Harrisonburg, 
VA, to Bennie and Bernice 
Snyder of White Sulphur 
Springs.

He graduated from 
Greenbrier Military 
School, where he played 
football and was a mem-
ber of Th e Owls Club. Ron 
Snyder also graduated 
from Carnegie Institute 
of Technology, Pittsburgh, 
PA, with a degree in Civ-
il Engineering in 1962. 
While attending Carn-
egie, he played intramural 
sports, sang with Greek 
Sing, and served as Grand 
Master of his Fraternity, 
Kappa Sigma. He served 
as a Commissioned offi  cer 
in the United States Army 
with the Second Engineer 
Battalion, Second Infantry 
Division during which he 
participated in Swift  Strike 
III. In 1964, he returned 
to White Sulphur Springs 
and the family business, 
RBS Incorporated. He 
served as President of the 
West Virginia Contrac-
tors Association, Presi-
dent of the Builders Sup-
ply Association of West 
Virginia and Chairman of 
the Board, First National 
Bank in Ronceverte.

Ron was always expand-
ing his knowledge, shown 
by his many hobbies and 
interests which included 
reading, walking, travel-
ing and playing golf. A 
hobby he took great plea-
sure in was aviation. Early 
in life, he earned his single 
engine, multi-engine and 
instrument ratings and 
was an avid fl yer in his 
free time. Ron also loved 
singing with the Old Stone 
Church Choir and with 
Treble and Bass. He was 
a faithful member of the 
Old Stone Church for over 
50 years. Ron loved and 

cherished spending time 
with his grandchildren. 
He was a strong patriarch 
of his family, a good friend 
to all, and had a strong 
work ethic. Ron was a man 
of honor and integrity and 
always had a warm smile 
or hug for everyone.

Ron Snyder is sur-
vived by his loving wife, 
Suzanne; sons, William 
Benjamin Snyder and 
wife Anita of White Sul-
phur Springs, and Da-
vid Bradford Snyder and 
wife Kathryn of Lewis-
burg; loved and cherished 
grandchildren, Madison, 
Adam, Gillian, and Benja-
min; brothers, Dr. Mathew 
Dennis Snyder and wife 
Sophia of Philomath, Or-
egon and Stephen Doug-
las Snyder of Gig Harbor, 
Washington; a niece and 
nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Ben-
nie and Bernice Snyder 
of White Sulphur Springs 
and sister, Janice Sharon 
Butler.

A Celebration of Life 
will be held, Saturday, 
July 17, at 11:30 a.m. at 
Old Stone Presbyterian 
Church, Lewisburg, with 
a reception following. In 
lieu of fl owers, gift s may 
be given in his name to 
Old Stone Presbyterian 
Church or the Greenbrier 
Valley Th eater, Lewisburg, 
WV.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

Charles Oden Fink

Ronceverte-Charles 
Oden Fink, 73, passed 
away Tuesday, June 29, 
2021, at Greenbrier Valley 
Medical Center.

Born Feb. 4, 1948, in 
Beckley, he was the son of 
the late Elmer and Frances 
Hodge Fink.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by his fi rst wife, 
Sherry Ann Fink; sis-
ter, Oney Hughes; and a 
granddaughter, Dixie June 
Harper.

Survivors include his 
wife, Stephanie Cooper 
Fink; three sons, Charles 
Fink Jr. and Johnny Bruce 
Fink both of Ronceverte, 
and David Fink (Anna) 
of Alderson; daughters, 
Della Elizabeth Crawford 
(Daniel Adkins) of Re-
nick, and Nicole Louise 
Fink of Ronceverte; sister, 
Rebecca Cantrell of Ten-
nessee; grandchildren, 
Sherry Crawford, Mary 
Crawford, Riley Fink, 
Bridget Crawford, Brynley 
Crawford, David Harper, 
Rose Winfrey, Evan Plott, 
Justin Talbert and Tara 
Talbert; and several nieces 
and nephews.  

Visitation was held Fri-
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day evening, July 2, at the 

Morgan Funeral Home, 

Lewisburg. A Celebration 

of life service followed 

where Pastor Bill Ballard 

offi  ciated.

Online guestbook may 

be signed at www.mor-

ganfh .net.

Geraldine L. Jacobs

Hurricane-Geraldine L. 

“Gerry” Jacobs, 83, went 

to her heavenly home Sat-

urday, July 3, 2021, aft er a 

short illness.

She was born Mar. 24, 

1938, in Lewisburg to the 

late Charles and Gladys 

Hedrick.

Gerry was also preced-

ed in death by her loving 

husband, Jerry, and her 

sisters, Carol Gibson and 

Sandy Walkup, both of 

Rupert, and her brother-

in-law, Larry Decker of 

Wabash, IN.

Gerry had a strong work 

ethic and was employed 

by, and retired from, 

Th omas Memorial Hospi-

tal, in South Charleston, 

having worked there for 

35 years.

Th roughout her life, 

Gerry was known to 

those who loved her for 

making the best holiday 

meals and “Sunday Din-

ners,” an art learned from 

her mother, but perfected 

over many years of spoil-

ing her family with her 

delicious cooking. She will 

be lovingly remembered 

for her homemade bread, 

noodles, strawberry freez-

er jam, fudge, cookies, 

cakes, pies and so much 

more. Gerry loved spend-

ing time at their Green-

brier County family camp 

with all of her loved ones, 

she loved to fi sh, she loved 

to read a good book or 

watch a good movie and 

she enjoyed going to estate 

sales, but her greatest joy 

was her family. She was a 

strong, reserved lady, not 

especially social or talk-

ative, but a good listener, 

and wasn’t one to give 

unwanted advice. Gerry 

deeply loved, and was so 

loved by, her children, 

grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren. While we 

mourn that her time on 

earth has ended, we take 

comfort in knowing that 

she is fi nally at peace and 

once again with her be-

loved Jerry, and that, to-

gether, they will continue 

to watch over their grow-

ing family, having left  us 

with cherished memories 

and strong, family tradi-

tions.

Gerry is survived by her 

daughters, Kathy Means of 

Hurricane and Vicki Lyons 

of Huntington; her sons, 

Richard Jacobs and wife 

Jackie of Hurricane, Ran-

dy Jacobs and wife Natalie 

of Ashland, KY, and Ron-

nie Jacobs and wife Amy 

of Hurricane; grandchil-

dren, Debra (Morrello) 

Durham, Dennis Mor-

rello and wife Melinda, 

Lindsey Jacobs and hus-

band Brennan Williams, 

Megan (Jacobs) Hill and 

husband Trevor, Katelyn 

(Jacobs) Coiner, Jonathan 

and Cody Means, Morgan 

Jacobs, and Brooklyn and 

Lacey Jacobs; and, great-

grandchildren, RJ and 

Victoria Durham, Dennis 

and Daniel Morrello, Ka-

leigh Mayo, Aubrey and 

Jacob Coiner, and Harper 

and Charlotte Hill; and 

her loving dog, Dixie, 

who never left  her side. 

In addition, Gerry is sur-

vived by her sister-in-law, 

Judy (Jacobs) Decker of 

Wabash, IN; her brother, 

Buddy Hedrick and wife 

Teresa of Rupert; her sis-

ter, Ruth Hanson and hus-

band, Dwight, of Crawley; 

her sister, Debbie Deitz 

of Rupert; and her special 

nieces, Leigh Ann “Annie” 

(Hanson) Hudson and 

spouse Jason, and their 

children, Logan and Em-

ily, of Alderson; and her 

niece, Kim Gangstad, of 

Indianapolis, IN; along 

with many other nieces, 

nephews and extended 

families. 

Th e family received 

friends Wednesday eve-

ning, July 7, at Chapman 

Funeral Home, Hurricane, 

WV. Th ere was a private, 

family service at Valley 

View Memorial Park, Hur-

ricane on Th ursday, July 8.

In lieu of fl owers, the 

family suggests dona-

tions in memory of Gerry 

be made to ASPCA (Th e 

American Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals) at aspca.org.

Th e family would like 

to extend a special thank 

you to her Hospice Care 

Nurses.  You may visit her 

tribute page at Chapman-

FuneralHomes.com to 

share memories and off er 

condolences to the family.

Chapman Funeral 

Home, family-owned and 

located at 3941 Teays Val-

ley Road, Hurricane, is 

honored to serve the Ja-

cobs family.

Sarah Louise 
Clonche

White Sulphur 
Springs-Sarah Louise Cl-

onche, 82 went home to 

be with the Lord at United 

Hospital Center in Bridge-

port, WV, on Monday July 

5, 2021.

Born Nov. 6, 1938, she 

was a daughter of the late 

Joe and Frances Campbell.

Sarah was a member 

of Wild Meadow Baptist 

Church, White Sulphur 

Springs, and was retired 

from Th e Greenbrier as a 

waitress aft er 20 years of 

service.

Other than her parents, 

she was preceded in death 

by her husband, Gene Cl-

onche; two brothers, Jo-

seph Campbell, and Lon-

nie Campbell; sister, Helen 

Knighton; and nephew, 

Justin Baker.

Th ose left  to cherish her 

memory are her son, Billy 

Joe Clonche of White Sul-

phur Springs; three sisters, 

Jo Ann Baker of White 

Sulphur Springs, Geneva 

Th omas of Fayetteville, 

and Ella Mae Graham 

(Donald) of Covington, 

VA; nephews, Donnie 

Graham, Delmas Graham, 

and Michael Baker; and 

two great-nephews, Chase 

Graham, and Jacob Gra-

ham.

Funeral services were 

conducted on Th urs-

day, July 8, at the chapel 

of Wallace & Wallace in 

White Sulphur Springs 

where Rev. Roger “Wa-

hoo” McDaniel offi  ciated. 

Burial followed in What-

coat Cemetery in White 

Sulphur Springs.

Visitation was at the 

church before the service.

Pallbearers were: Don-

nie Graham, Delmas 

Graham, Michael Baker, 

Chase Graham, Ernest 

Wade, and Curtis Reaser.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in White Sul-

phur Springs is in charge 

of arrangements. Please 

send online condolences 

by visiting www.Wallace-

andWallaceFH.com

WV celebrates 50th anniversary 
of passage of 25th Amendment

On July 5th, the nation 
celebrated the 50th anni-
versary of the passage of 
the 26th Amendment to 
the United States Consti-
tution. That amendment 
would have never been 
possible without the con-
tinued leadership of the 
late U.S. Senator Jen-
nings Randolph of West 
Virginia.

In 1971, the 26th 
Amendment was rati-
fi ed by 38 states in just 
100 days - making it the 
quickest ratifi cation of 
any of the Constitution’s 
27 Amendments. But it 
took nearly three decades 
for the idea of reducing 
the legal voting age to 
make its way through the 
halls of the United States 
Congress.

On November 11, 1942, 
then-President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt issued an 
Executive Order reducing 
the mandatory draft age 
from 21 to 18 in order to 
provide troop support for 
America and our allies in World War II. 
Just days later, it was a young congress-
man from West Virginia who stood on the 
fl oor of the House of Representatives and 
said, “Mr. President, if you’re old enough 
to serve and die for your country, then 
you’re certainly old enough to vote”.

Then-Congressman Jennings Ran-
dolph was born and raised in Harrison 
County. He was just 31 years old when 
he was fi rst elected to Congress. He was 
proud to have taken his oath of offi ce on 
the same day as President Roosevelt but 
he was disappointed in the President’s re-
fusal to support reducing the voting age 
to match the new draft age of 18.

In fact, reducing the voting age from 
21 to 18 wasn’t popular with either of 
the major political parties of the time. 
Democrats and Republicans in Congress 
refused to support Randolph’s desire to 
seek an amendment to the Constitution 
guaranteeing every citizen of at least 18 
years of age the right to vote. While 18, 
19 and 20-year-olds were being drafted 
to fi ght for the United States in wars and 
confl icts all over the world, they did so 
without the right to vote for or against the 
leaders who decided on our involvement.

In 1958, Congressman Randolph was 
elected to represent West Virginia in the 
United States Senate. In the much small-
er but more powerful U.S. Senate, Sena-
tor Randolph continued his fi ght for the 
passage of the 26th Amendment.

The fi ght wasn’t easy and it certainly 
wasn’t quick. In fact, it wasn’t until the 
height of the Vietnam War with national 
television news outlets on a nightly ba-
sis showing young soldiers being carried 
from the battlefi eld that public sentiment 
for reducing the voting age turned to-
wards support for Randolph’s initiative.

It took Randolph 29 years to get the 
idea of reducing the voting age to 18 
passed by Congress and then to the states 
for ratifi cation. What took Randolph 
nearly three decades to get through Con-
gress took only 100 days to get ratifi ed 
by the required 38 states. The ratifi cation 
took place on July 1, 1971. The West Vir-
ginia legislature ratifi ed the 26th Amend-
ment on April 29, 1971.

On July 5, 1971, then-President Rich-
ard Nixon made it offi cial and signed 
the 26th Amendment into law. With the 
stroke of a pen, more than 11 million 
new voters (ages 18, 19 and 20) were 
made eligible to vote.

Through Senator Randolph’s leader-
ship, West Virginia played a signifi cant 
role in reducing the voting age to 18 in the 
United States. Because of that leadership, 
the West Virginia Secretary of State’s Of-
fi ce has helped to lead the nation in the 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 
passage of the 26th Amendment.

The centerpiece to the West Virginia 
effort is the Jennings Randolph Award 
for civic engagement in high schools. 
The award is given to any public or pri-
vate high school with a student-led effort 
that successfully registers at least 85% 
of their eligible students to vote. Four 
years ago, Secretary of State Mac Warner 
reconnected the award and its objective 
with more than 220 West Virginia high 
schools.

In just 54 months, Warner’s offi ce 
worked with West Virginia’s county 
clerks to register more than 67,000 eli-
gible high school students to vote.

“One of our accomplishments that I’m 
most proud of is encouraging an incred-
ible number of our young people to reg-
ister to vote while still in high school,” 
Secretary Warner said. “Eligible citizens 
who are registered to vote can be en-
gaged to participate in our election pro-
cess. If we can register citizens early, I 
believe that we can keep them engaged 
their entire lives.”

In addition to registering voters, War-
ner and his team are promoting the per-
sonal leadership of Jennings Randolph. 
Character actor Lee Dean of Huntington 
is also a Field Representative for the Sec-
retary of State’s Offi ce. Dean has been 
traveling the state with Warner portray-
ing Senator Randolph. The two men also 
use online streaming, Facebook, Zoom 
and Teams to meet and talk with groups 
and organizations throughout the state. 

Using Randolph’s own words, Dean is 
bringing the history of the 26th Amend-
ment alive. Clad in young Randolph’s 
trademark white suit, Dean’s portrayal 
of the congressman, then-senator, who 
never gave up on young people is fun and 
fact-fi lled for every audience.

Warner is a member of the National As-
sociation of Secretaries of State (NASS). 
His offi ce has shared West Virginia’s 
history, award programs, and 50th-an-
niversary strategy with election offi cials 
throughout the country. 

Under Warner’s leadership, it is now 
easier than ever in West Virginia to reg-
ister to vote online anytime at www.Go-
VoteWV.com.

NEW RESIDENTS WANTED BY:

Greenbrier Greeters
If you have recently moved to this area, 

please contact us for a free welcome visit.
We would be glad to share gifts and information about the area, 

provided free by local businesses and professional services.

Heather Blake, Owner 304-646-2624

greenbriergreeters@gmail.com

Obituaries cont. from page 6

VISIT US AT WWW.MOUNTAINMESSENGER.COM

U.S. Senator Jennings Randolph standing behind 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
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BEST
STEAKS
IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Fried Chicken

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg
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Served with mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable, salad & bread.

A Look Back 

By William “Skip” Deegans
Shown in this week’s photo is 

the original cover of the mystery 

romance novel that brought fame 

and fortune to Alderson writer, 

Mrs. Alexander McVeigh Miller. 

Born Mittie Francis Clarke Point 

near Richmond in 1850, she at-

tended the Richmond Female 

Institute and began writing for lo-

cal magazines. Her writing career 

was interrupted when she mar-

ried Confederate veteran Th omas 

Jeff erson Davis, gave birth to a 

daughter, and moved to Washing-

ton, DC. Tragically, both her hus-

band and daughter died.

Miller returned to Richmond 

where she resumed writing ro-

mance stories for a magazine. On 

a trip to West Virginia, she met 

Alexander (Alex) McVeigh Miller, 

a Fayette County school teacher. 

Th ey married, and she moved to 

a small log cabin near the New 

River. Later, she and Alex moved 

in with his family on a farm in 

Nicholas County. Once again, she 

stopped writing except for a poem 

published by Th e Greenbrier In-

dependent. While trying 

to build their own house, 

the Millers ran out of 

money. Out of despera-

tion, Miller penned 

Th e Bride of Th e Tomb 

in 1883, and sold it for 

$220, enough to fi nish 

their house.

Her fi rst novel, pub-

lished as an inexpensive 

“dime novel,” was a hit 

that propelled Miller to 

keep writing. As their 

fi nances improved, the 

Millers moved to Al-

derson. Th e Greenbrier 

Independent, in 1890, 

described Miller as “a 

Southern brunette, with 

large deep blue eyes…” 

Th e Millers built Th e Ce-

dars (historic home now 

on the National Regis-

ter of Historic Places), 

had three children, and 

traveled internationally. 

Alex, tired of teaching, 

became a country squire 

and then a state sena-

tor. His extramarital af-

fairs lead to a divorce 

in 1908. Between legal 

wrangling with Alex and 

bad investments on his 

part, Miller took a fi nan-

cial hit. She went to live 

with her daughters, fi rst 

in Boston and then in 

St. Petersburg, Florida, 

where she died in 1937 and was 

returned to Alderson to be buried.

Over the course of her career, 

Miller wrote 80 novels, numerous 

short stores, and over 100 poems. 

Some of her novels continue to 

be published and are available at 

booksellers and public libraries.

Sources: West Virginia Re-
gional History Center Newsletter, 
Th e Times Dispatch (Richmond), 
Greenbrier Independent.
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SCHOOLSCHOOL

Show support for local news, 

while increasing your business 

potential – ADVERTISE in the 

Mountain Messenger today. 

Call 304-647-5724 or email 
ads@mountainmessenger.com.

Dear Recycle Lady, 
I have accumulated many photos over the years 

and lately I have been sorting and organizing them. 

Can unwanted photographs be recycled? Does it mat-

ter whether they are black and white or colored pho-

tos? Th anks for your help.

Organizer
Dear Organizer,
Unfortunately, photographs are not recyclable. 

Chemical coatings that are used in the photo devel-

oping process make them non-recyclable. Have you 

considered making a collage of them and sending it 

to family members? An interesting collection of rela-

tives, young and old, could make a great Christmas 

gift .

Dear Recycle Lady,
What is considered “excess food?” It has been men-

tioned in several articles lately. 

Concerned Shopper
Dear Shopper,
Excess food is food that is considered safe to eat, 

but because it is not perfect, is mislabeled or looks 

ugly, supermarkets and grocery stores are putting 

it in the trash. Nearly 40% of all food in the United 

States is wasted. Believe it or not, supermarkets and 

grocery stores throw away 43 billion pounds of im-

perfect food each year. Wasting food can be reduced 

in several ways. Find creative ways to use left overs 

instead of throwing them out. For example, freeze 

left overs, make soup and freeze it to use later. Make 

a shopping list, particularly when buying fresh fruits 

and vegetables, as they spoil quickly. Plan your meals 

and purchase accordingly. Try not to over buy when 

grocery shopping. Check 

out www.misfi tsmarket.

com to purchase “ugly” 

food at a substantial dis-

count.

Kudos to New York for 

passing an Excess Food 

Law which will help 

feed people and reduce 

food waste. According to 

https://news.thehunger-

site.greatergood.com/ex-

cess-food-law, New York 

grocery stores and super-

markets will be required 

to donate their excess 

food to food banks, chari-

ties and soup kitchens that 

provide free food to the 

hungry. France has a simi-

lar law and 90% of their 

supermarkets now donate 

unwanted food. Israel is 

working toward getting 

restaurants and hotels to 

donate their surplus food 

to hungry people.

RECYCLE WORK-
SHOP - On Friday, July 

16, visit anytime from 10 

a.m. to 12 noon for infor-

mation, discussion, and 

demonstrations on recy-

cling at the Greenbrier Re-

cycling Center located on 

Monroe Avenue in Ron-

ceverte. Come join us. We 

would love to see you!

Have questions about 

recycling, or interesting 

information about recy-

cling?   Send questions or 

information to recycle-

lady@greenbr ier-swa.

com.  Dear Recycle Lady 

is sponsored jointly by 

the Greenbrier Recycling 

Center and Greenworks 

Recycling.

New River CTC holds 
fall registration events

WVSOM accepting registrations for annual Resource Fair
The West Virginia School of Osteo-

pathic Medicine (WVSOM) is accepting 

registrations from local organizations and 

businesses for its annual Resource Fair, 

intended to introduce incoming Class of 

2025 students and their families to the 

services available in Lewisburg and sur-

rounding areas.

The event will take place from 3 to 

4:30 p.m., July 27, in the Conference 

Center on the second fl oor of WVSOM’s 

Student Center as part of orientation for 

fi rst-year students. Tables and chairs will 

be provided, and participants may be-

gin setting up at 2 p.m. on the day of the 

event.

Organizations interested in welcoming 

students to Lewisburg by participating in 

the Resource Fair can request a registra-

tion form by contacting Georgette Mor-

ton at 304-647-6422 or gmorton@osteo.

wvsom.edu. Forms must be returned by 

July 23.

Nonprofi t organizations can register at 

no cost. Registration for for-profi t busi-

nesses costs $25, payable by a check 

made out to the WVSOM Foundation. 

Tables and chairs will be provided, and 

space is limited.

In previous years, Resource Fair par-

ticipants have included retail establish-

ments, banks, insurance companies, 

healthcare providers, childcare centers, 

churches and nonprofi t organizations, 

as well as individual departments within 

WVSOM.

Registration is un-

derway at New River 

Community and Tech-

nical College for fall 

classes starting Aug. 16, 

and campus events are 

planned to help students 

register for classes.

“With the fall semester 

quickly approaching, the 

Campus Connect events 

give both our current and 

new students an opportu-

nity to come to campus, 

talk to our faculty and 

staff and register for fall 

classes,” explained Ex-

ecutive Director for In-

stitutional Advancement 

and the New River CTC 

Foundation Michael 

Green.

Campus Connect 

events are scheduled 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

at the Nicholas County 

Campus in Summersville 

on Aug. 2; the Greenbrier 

Valley Campus in Lewis-

burg on Aug. 4; the Mer-

cer County Campus in 

Princeton on Aug. 5 and 

the Raleigh County Cam-

pus in Beaver on Aug. 6.

Those interested in 

attending can register 

for the events online at 

www.newriver.edu/cam-

pus-connect/.

More than 40 of New 

River CTC’s degree 

and certifi cate programs 

qualify for free tuition 

through the West Vir-

ginia Invests grant pro-

gram, and the college is 

currently accepting new 

students.

All campuses of New 

River CTC are now open 

and fully staffed Mon-

day - Friday. For the fall 

2021 semester we will 

continue offering online 

and web enhanced face-

to-face classes using 

Zoom video conferenc-

ing, as well as in-seat 

classes.

Registration for the 

fall semester will con-

tinue through Aug. 13. 

Visit www.newriver.edu, 

email admissions@ne-

wriver.edu or call 1-866-

349-3739 for more infor-

mation about New River 

CTC.Signup for 2022 gypsy moth 
suppression program

CISGC receives Hollowell 
Dawkins Foundation Grant
Communities In Schools of Green-

brier County (CISGC) is the proud 

recipient of the Hollowell Dawkins 

Foundation’s 2021 grant award.

The grant award will assist in the 

continuation of free services CISGC 

provides to Greenbrier County’s at-

risk and disadvantaged youth in addi-

tion to whole school supports. More 

than 4,400 students benefi ted from 

services CISGC provided county-

wide last school year and the number 

of students needing individualized 

services are expected to rise this fall.

The West Virginia Department of Agri-

culture (WVDA) is urging landowners to 

sign up for the 2022 Cooperative State-

County-Landowner (CSCL) Gypsy Moth 

Suppression program. The program is 

focused on protecting the landowners’ 

forested acreage from devastating ef-

fects caused by the invasive gypsy moth. 

The sign-up period runs from July 1 until 

Aug. 31, 2021.

“West Virginia’s forests are one of our 

state’s most important resources. From 

tourism to our timber industry, our for-

ests are an important economic driver,” 

said Commissioner of Agriculture Kent 

Leonhardt. “As we face more invasive 

species such as the spotted lanternfl y, we 

hope people will take advantage of pro-

grams like these.”

The minimum acreage required to par-

ticipate in the program is 50 contiguous 

acres of wooded land. Adjoining land-

owners may combine their properties 

to meet the acreage requirement. Once 

applications and deposits are received, 

a forest health protection specialist will 

visit the landowner’s property to deter-

mine if the level of gypsy moth infesta-

tion meets program guidelines. A fi nal 

decision to participate in the program 

will be made in early December 2021.

“The gypsy moth is a non-native, inva-

sive insect that feeds on hundreds of spe-

cies of trees and shrubs, including West 

Virginia hardwoods,” said WVDA Plant 

Industries Assistant Director Butch Say-

ers. “Defoliation by gypsy moth caterpil-

lars can weaken trees, making them more 

susceptible to other pests and diseases. 

This treatment program helps safeguard 

our forests from further damage.”

Application forms and brochures are 

available at https://agriculture.wv.gov/

divisions/plant-industries/forest-health-

protection/. Landowners may also obtain 

applications at local WVU Extension of-

fi ces and WVDA fi eld offi ces in Charles-

ton (304-558-2212) or New Creek (304-

788-1066). A non-refundable survey 

deposit of one dollar ($1) per acre, not 

to exceed $500, must be sub-

mitted with the application. 

This deposit will be applied 

toward payment for treatment 

if the landowner qualifi es.

For more information, con-

tact Quentin “Butch” Say-

ers at qsayers@wvda.us or 

G. Scott Hoffman at ghoff-

man@wvda.us.
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L E G A L
Notice of Public Hearing Board of Zoning and Appeal

July 29, 2021
Lewisburg Board of Zoning Appeal will meet on Thursday, July 29, 
2021 at 5 p.m. in regular session in the Paul R. Cooley Council Cham-
bers, located in Lewisburg City Hall, 942 Washington Street West, and 
by Zoom tele-conference, please contact Lewisburg City Hall no later 
than 4:00 p.m. on July 29 for  information on how to join this meeting 
to hear the following application.
 1. Call to Order:
 2. Approval of the minutes:
� ��� ����	
�������������
 4.  Comments from the public:
 5. Notice of Public Hearing: Mary Essig, 237 Lee Street, request 
  for a variance for a 6’ privacy fence.
 6. Comments from the Commissioners:
� ��� ������	������	������
����������
 8. Adjournment:
The next scheduled meeting for the Lewisburg Board of Zoning Ap-
peal will be held on Thursday, August 26, 2021 with a deadline of 
Friday, July 16, 2021.

L E G A L

NOTICE
Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical College

Policy of Nondiscrimination
Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical College provides opportunity to all prospective 

����������	�����������	���	����	������������	�������	�������	�����
����
��
�
�����!���
���	
�������
merit without regard to race, color, sex, sexual preference, religion, age, national origin, sexual orienta-
	
�������
	������"����	���	�	������
�
���	�	�����	�����	�	�������
��
�
	���#�������������
	��������
�	��
knowingly with nor grants recognition to any individual group or organization having policies that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, sexual preference, religion, age, national origin, sexual ori-
��	�	
�������
	������"����	���	�	������
�
���	�	�����	�����	�	�������
��
�
	���������������""�
������
laws and regulations.

Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical College is required by Section 904, Title IX, Edu-
cation Amendments of 1972, not to deny admission on the ground of blindness or severely impaired 
vision; by 45 CFR 84, Subpart E, Section 84.42 and by Section 504 Rehabilitation Act of 1973, not to 
deny admission on the basis of handicap; by 45 CFR 90, 91, not to discriminate on the basis of age; and 
by 45 CFR 86, Subpart C, Section 86. 21, not to deny admission on the basis of sex. By Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, no person shall be subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, or 
��	
�������
�
�����	����$�	�%
��
�
��������
	������#����
������������
�����!�����""��	��
	�&����-
mative action employer in compliance with Title VII of Civil Rights Act, West Virginia Human Rights 
Act, Title IX (Education Amendments of 1972), Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973, American with 
Disabilities Act, and other applicable laws and regulations.

ADA Coordinator  EEO Coordinator  Title IX Coordinator 
Monica Wilson  Jaennae Snyder  Curtis Hakala
Learner Support Services HR Assistant Dean of Teaching and Learning 
316 Eastern Drive 316 Eastern Drive 316 Eastern Drive
'����������$%�*+<�+� '����������$%�*+<�+� '����������$%�*+<�+
304-434-8000 304-434-8000 304434-8000

Degree Programs �������	��
����	�� �������	����
����	��
=�����	
��� =�����	
��� ���	
����>��
���=
	��	
Administrative Support  Administrative Support Dental Assisting
 Technology  Technology Industrial Equipment Maintenance
Associate in Arts Allied Health Care Medical Assistant
=��
�	��
��?�
����� =�	���	
���#���������� '
�����	@�������?"��
��
	
Automotive Technology Biological & Environmental  Pharmacy Technician
Biological & Environmental  Technology Phlebotomy Technician
 Technology Business Management Residential Care Specialist
Board of Governors Computer Application Welding
Business Management  Specialist
Early Childhood Electromechanical Technology 
 Development Information Technology 
General Studies Medical Assisting
Information Technology Paraprofessional in Education
Medical Assisting Technical Studies
>��
��� $
����������#���������
Paramedic
Technical Studies
Wind Energy Technology

General Admission Requirements for Eastern West Virginia and Technical College
Students seeking admission to EWVCTC as a degree seeking student must submit the following:
Q������������������	���������"��
���
������	
��U
1)  Application for Admission
2) GED or HS Diploma or TASC Assessment
3) ACT/SAT/Accuplacer Scores
4)  High school and/or College Transcripts
Some programs have limited enrollment and require additional requirements for admission. Please visit 
the website at vww.easternwv.edu or call 304-434-8000 for further information.

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

Secretary of State Mac Warner 
reports 1,347 new business 
registrations for June 2021

Turnpike holiday traffi c heaviest since 2010
Traffi c on the West Vir-

ginia Turnpike over the 
2021 Fourth of July holi-
day season was the heavi-
est it’s been since 2010.

“It was a huge Fourth 
of July period,” said Jeff 
Miller, executive direc-
tor of the West Virginia 
Parkways Authority. 
“People are just ready to 
get out and travel.”

Between Thursday, 
July 1, 2021 and Monday, 
July 5, the Turnpike saw 

668,004 vehicles pass 
through Turnpike toll 
booths. Since the Fourth 
of July falls on different 
days of the week, Park-
ways typically looks at 
the fi ve days surrounding 
the holiday in determin-
ing traffi c counts.

“The fourth fell on a 
weekend, and a lot of 
people had Monday off,” 
Miller said. Despite the 
Fourth falling on a Sat-
urday last year, overall 

travel numbers for the 
fi ve-day holiday travel 
period were more than 28 
percent higher than for 
July 4, 2020.

“Last year’s travel was 
severely affected by the 
pandemic,” Miller said.

Miller said many trav-
elers went on vacation 
the weekend before the 
Fourth of July, and came 
home the weekend after. 
Between Sunday, June 
27 and Monday, July 5, 

more than 1.12 million 
vehicles used the Turn-
pike.

With such high traffi c 
volumes, travelers only 
experienced scattered, 
minor delays, Miller said. 

Parkways offi cials posted 
fl aggers in toll areas to 
help direct traffi c, put on 
extra shifts, and coordi-
nated with West Virginia 
State Police and the state 
Courtesy Patrol to pro-

vide the safest, fastest ex-
perience possible.

“Everyone was ready 
for it,” Miller said. “We 
didn’t really have any 
signifi cant backups.”

The West Virginia Sec-
retary of State’s Offi ce 
registered 1,347 new busi-
nesses statewide during 
the month of June 2021 
according to Secretary of 
State Mac Warner.

Pendleton County led 
the state in the percent-
age of new business reg-
istration growth for the 
month with a total of nine 
new businesses, a 1.97% 
increase. The Secretary 
of State’s Business & Li-
censing Division reported 
that Summers, Hampshire, 
Greenbrier and Tucker 
counties also had notable 
growth during the month.

A total of 13 new busi-
ness entities registered 
in Summers County in 
June 2021. In Hampshire 
County, 21 businesses reg-
istered. Greenbrier Coun-
ty saw 40 new business 
registrations and Tucker 
County registered 10 new 
businesses with the Secre-
tary of State’s Offi ce. 

Counties that lead the 
state in total businesses 
registered for the month 
of June were Kanawha, 
Berkeley, Monongalia, 
Cabell and Jefferson. 

Kanawha County suc-
cessfully registered 123 
businesses in June 2021. 
Berkeley County had 87 
business registrations. In 
Monongalia County, 78 
businesses registered. Ca-
bell County saw 58 new 
businesses register with 
Jefferson County totaling 
48 registrations for the 
month.

Statewide, West Virgin-
ia registered 15,655 new 
businesses in the previous 
12-month period, from 
July 1, 2020, to June 30, 
2021. Summers County 
led all 55 counties with 
a 17.92% growth rate for 
the year. To review coun-
ty-by-county growth, visit 
our Business Statistics 
Database.

GOT LEGALS?
EMAIL LEGALADS@MOUNTAINMEDIANEWS.COM

Do you want government 
taking more control?

��������	
����������		������	���������������
The West Virginia Legislature is 
considering taking Greenbrier County  
legal ads and public notices out of  
the Mountain Messenger and onto a 
state government-controlled website in 
Charleston. 

Contact your legislator today and tell them you 
want your legal ads and public notices in the 
Mountain Messenger:

�������������� 
(304) 357-7959

stephen.baldwin@wvsenate.gov

Jack Woodrum
(304) 357-7849

jack.woodrum@wvsenate.gov

Barry Bruce
(304) 340-3131

barry.bruce@wvhouse.gov

�	����	������
(304) 340-3129

todd.longanacre@wvhouse.gov

�������!"���#$��$%��&'�#"��'�"&�"�(�!'��

� Delinquent 
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Serving The Area Since 1979
5” Residential, 6” Commercial
Leaf ��������	
�������

Free Estimates!
LICENSED AND INSURED

Call Elmer Collins
�����������	
�
304-667-3656

��������
Seamless Guttering

YARD SALEFOR SALEHELP WANTED
RELIABLE FARM HAND 
AND WEED EATING. $12 
per hour. Call 304-667-
3656 or 304-497-2798.
WE ARE HIRING FULL 
AND PART-TIME EM-
PLOYEES. Competitive 
pay and weekly bonus 
available. For more infor-
mation contact Cutting 
Edge Lawn Care at 304-
772-3609.   5jun-28aug

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: 2 Wicker Porch 
Chairs, wingback, $25 each. 
Call 304-536-2531. 
FOR SALE: Farm Sink with 
double tubs, $450. Call 304-
536-2531.

NOTICE
MISSING DOG - RICH-
LANDS AREA. Great 
Pyrenees Mix, long white 
hair with black around eyes 
and ear. Shy, but may an-
swer to “Zelda”. Not vicious. 
Last seen Sunday, July 4th 
during fi reworks. GREATLY 
MISSED. Please call 304-
645-6466. Leave a mes-
sage if no answer.

If You Only Use It 
Once A Year...

Why Not Rent It 
Once A Year?

152 N. SENECA TRAIL
FAIRLEA, WV

304-645-7326

Y O l U

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
�������	
����������

������������

All Utilities Included. 
On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Regardless of Age.
,

HELP OUT
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your 
donation helps fund the search for 
missing children. Accepting Trucks, 
Motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast Free 
Pickup -Running or Not -24 Hour Re-
sponse -Maximum Tax Donation -Call 
(888) 515-3814 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED 
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION! 
Your donation helps education, preven-
tion & support programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX 
DEDUCTION 1-888-981-8027

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943’

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now Avail-
able!  Get GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your service with you 
when you travel!  As low as $109.99/
mo! 833-586-1598

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-844-358-
7158.

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions apply. W/ 
24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/
mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296

DIRECTV - Watch your favorite live 
sports, news and entertainment any-
where. More top premium channels 
than DISH. Restrictions apply. Call IVS 
- 1-844-373-2749

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 1-855-767-
6026

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A 
NEW SHOWER? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design consul-
tation. Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-833-385-1415 today to see how you 
can save $1,000 on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/wvps

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the Research 
& Development pros and presented to 
manufacturers.  Call 1-877-689-0664 
for a Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consultation.

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Free 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!). Request 
a free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions be-
ing reviewed. Comprehensive Servic-
es: Consultation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/WV

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

Fourth Way Properties
Check out available properties at
4thwayproperties.com

Plus $750 security deposit.

FOR RENT

Call Terry or Isela @
(304) 647-8943

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

~

� AVAILABLE JULY 1, 2021 �
ONE BR, 1 BA APARTMENT

Downtown Lewisburg. Walking distance to WVSOM, 
local shops and restaurants. All utilities included.  
Pet Friendly with additional $750 pet deposit or 
$100 monthly pet fee.  Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures and details. 

$750 Monthly 

SUNSET TERRACE MOTEL
106 POMERY CIRCLE, LEWISBURG

Monthly furnished room with small refrigerator, 
microwave TV, internet,  WiFi,  and coin operated 

laundry room.  Pet friendly, quarter mile from downtown 
Lewisburg, local shops and restaurants. All utilities 

included plus security deposit. Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures and details.

$750 Monthly, 
$375 Weekly

MONTHLY FURNISHED ROOMS

NEWS@NEWS@MOUNTAINMESSENGER.MOUNTAINMESSENGER.COMCOM

– HELP WANTED –
Spa Operations Manager

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources (DNR), Parks and 
Recreation Section is seeking a qualified part-time Spa Operations 
Manager located at Pipestem Resort State Park in Pipestem, WV. 
The incumbent in this position will be responsible for managing 
the operations of the Mountain Serenity Spa located at McKeever 
Lodge at Pipestem Resort State Park. For more information, 
including training and experience qualifications and for submitting 
an application, please contact Pipestem Resort at 304-466-2804 or 
apply in person at Pipestem  Resort State park Headquarters, 3405 
Pipestem Drive, Pipestem, WV 25979.

The State of West Virginia is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

EDGER OPERATOR 
POSITION AVAILABLE

Edger Operator Summary
Our Rainelle, WV facility is hiring for an  Edger Operator. 
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Meadow River Hardwood Lumber Co.
P.O. Box 605, 305 Snake Island Rd.

Rainelle, WV 25962
�������������������
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Meadow River Hardwood Lumber Co. 
Is an Equal Opportunity Employer

LUMBER HANDLER
POSITION AVAILABLE

Lumber Handler Summary
We are seeking Lumber Handlers in Rainelle, WV. These 
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Meadow River Hardwood Lumber Co.
P.O. Box 605, 305 Snake Island Rd.

Rainelle, WV 25962
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Meadow River hardwood Lumber Co.
 is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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MOUNTAIN STATE SPOTLIGHTMOUNTAIN STATE SPOTLIGHT

STEPPIN’ OUTSTEPPIN’ OUT

Community 
Flea Market 

and Craft Sale 
set July 31

Fantasy is back! Carnegie Hall’s popular 
fundraiser returns September 3

Tickets are now on sale 
for Carnegie Hall’s Fan-
tasy in Black and White, 
which is rescheduled to 
take place Friday, Sep-
tember 3, at 6:30 p.m. on 
the Colonial Hall Terrace 
at The Greenbrier. Tickets 
are $150 per person, and 
tables of 10 are available 
for $1,500.

The original Fantasy fundraisers 
were themed parties held from 1999 
through 2009 at multiple locations 
in the Greenbrier Valley. Past Fan-
tasies included Fantasy in White, 
Fantasy in the Jungle, Fantasy on 
the Farm, and Rock and Roll Fan-
tasy. The theme for 2021 is Fantasy 
in Black and White.  Be creative 
or be conservative - just make sure 
you dress in black and white.

2021 Fantasy in Black and White 
guests will enjoy a dine-around din-
ner, two complimentary drinks, a 
cash bar, live entertainment, and a 
silent auction. The Greenbrier is of-

fering complimentary casino access 
and a special discounted nightly 
room rate of $199 for the night of 
the event for Fantasy guests.  Call 
(877) 935-0423 (Opt. 2) to reserve. 
The discount room rate ends Aug. 3, 
2021.

Carnegie Hall Board Treasurer 
Sharon Rowe chairs the Fantasy 
committee, which includes Sarah 
Umberger, Jennifer Orr, Mary 
Payne, Erin Hurst, Mary Hutchin-
son, Leslie Bicksler, Suzanne Cron-
quist, Molly Arbogast, and Philip 
McLaughlin.  

Irresistible Groove will provide 
the music. Irresistible Groove is 

a highly acclaimed live-
event band that has been 
gracing the Raleigh, Dur-
ham, Chapel Hill, NC area 
and beyond with beautiful 
and entertaining music for 
years. For more informa-
tion visit www.irresistible-
groove.com.

Greenbrier Physicians 
and The Schoolhouse Ho-

tel are sponsors for the 2021 Fan-
tasy in Black & White. Sponsorship 
opportunities are still available. 
Please contact Development Di-
rector Molly Arbogastat develop-
ment@carnegiehallwv.org.

For tickets or more information, 
please visit www.carnegiehallwv.
org, call 304-645-7917, or visit 
Carnegie Hall at 611 Church Street, 
Lewisburg. Ticket sales end Aug. 
27.

Proceeds from this event support 
Carnegie Hall’s arts education ini-
tiatives and world-class perform-
ing/visual arts programming. 

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/14/21.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

“All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 

Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

1-855-736-4350

$6499

A Community Flea Market and Craft Sale is set 
for July 31, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The event is spon-
sored by the Neola Baptist Church Youth Group.  
Any fl ea market items, crafts, or products such as 
Scentsy, Pampered Chef, etc. will be allowed.

We are located approximately 14 miles outside 
of White Sulphur Springs on Rt. 92. There is no 
cell service, WiFi, or electricity available. Vendors 
will be responsible for their own tents, tables, and 
chairs. All vendor fees, along with Neola Baptist’s 
Youth concession and yard sale table, will go to-
ward helping families in our local community dur-
ing Christmas.   

All applications must be received by July 15.  
Contact Heater at 304-536-4039 with any ques-

tions or if you would like to set up.

Facing tough restrictions, WV harm reduction programs wait for federal lawsuit ruling
By Lauren Peace 

for Mountain State Spotlight
This story was originally published by 

Mountain State Spotlight. For more sto-
ries from Mountain State Spotlight, visit 

www.mountainstatespotlight.org.

Health providers across West Virginia 
are awaiting a decision in a federal law-
suit challenging the constitutionality of a 
new state law that places tighter restric-
tions on programs that distribute needles 
in the state.

Faced with the new law, passed during 
the last legislative session over the objec-
tions of health experts, some harm reduc-
tion programs - like the one operated by 
the Cabell-Huntington Health Depart-
ment - are fi guring out a way to comply. 
But others, like a program in Marion 
County, have said the law is unworkable 
for them. 

The lawsuit, fi led by the American 
Civil Liberties Union of West Virginia in 
U.S. District Court for the state’s South-
ern District, will determine whether the 
law is allowed to go into effect. But 
for now, U.S. District Judge Robert C. 
Chambers has blocked the law with a 
temporary restraining order while he re-
views the case.

Laura Jones oversees the harm re-
duction program operated by the Milan 
Puskar Health Right clinic in Morgan-
town, which is one of the plaintiffs in 
the case. She said the past 
few months have been 
“incredibly stressful” and 
she’s worried for the peo-
ple who rely on the clin-
ic’s program for access to 
sterile needles. She said 
that the new rules have 
resulted in a lot of ques-
tions about what does and 
doesn’t violate the law.

West Virginia has a high 
prevalence of injection 
drug use and high rates of 
transmissible diseases like 

hepatitis C and HIV. The combination 
makes the state extremely susceptible to 
outbreaks of disease, but health experts 
say that providing people who inject 
drugs with clean needles is an inexpen-
sive and effective way to prevent spread. 
Doing so keeps disease down and does 
not increase the likelihood of drug use, 
according to the federal Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

The lawmakers who advocated for the 
bill restricting needle services argued that 
the state was overrun by syringe litter and 
that certifi cation guidelines were neces-
sary.

“What the bill was trying to address 
was syringe litter, and there are ways to 
do that and we are happy to do that. But it 
went way beyond that,” Jones said. “We 
have an opportunity now to keep our lev-
els [of disease] in check. We know it will 
be harder to do that if the law goes into 
effect.”

West Virginia Department of Health 
and Human Resources Secretary Bill 
Crouch, who is listed as a defendant in 
the lawsuit, did not respond to a request 
for comment. But in a response to the 
lawsuit, fi led on July 2, he argued that the 
plaintiffs “are needle-exchange program 
operators who are unhappy that the West 
Virginia Legislature passed Senate Bill 
334,” and asked that the judge dissolve 
the restraining order and drop the case.
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