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Alderson citizens speak out about Mayor’s 
alleged charges, ask for his removal

By Angela McGill
On Sept. 20, a meeting was held at the Alderson Com-

munity Center to allow to community to address Travis 
Copenhaver’s position as mayor for the town, and if he 
will continue to serve after being charged with allega-
tions of child neglect, conspiracy, burglary, and assault. 
These charges stem from an alleged incident that oc-
curred on June 18 of this year.

According to a criminal complaint fi led in Greenbrier 
County Magistrate Court, Copenhaver and Lloyd “Bil-
ly” Lightner of Alderson approached a woman parked 
in her car before Lightner allegedly opened her car door 
and “stroked” her arm and the back of her neck. In her 
statement, she noted that Copenhaver and Lightner were 
drinking beer. A man who arrived on the property said 
Lightner was “in his face cussing” while Copenhaver 
approached him from the other side, making him un-
comfortable enough to call 911. The complaint states 
that when offi cers with the state police arrived on the 
property, it was found that Copenhaver and Lightner 
had allegedly rifl ed through a variety of personal items 
in the home. A minor was allegedly present during the 
incident. A rifl e and compound bow found to be missing 
from the property, but were returned at a later time, and 
a bed had been urinated in.

Many Alderson residents expressed confusion and 
concern as to why Copenhaver was still permitted to 
perform mayoral duties, however, according to Richard 

Lewisburg Mayor listed among 
West Virginia Wonder Women

Since 2014, WV Living magazine has been 
honoring West Virginia Wonder Women, amaz-
ing women who are raising the bar in their com-
munities, serving as beacons of light in their in-
dustries, and forcing change for the greater good. 
WV Living is proud to celebrate these Appala-
chian mothers, millennials, and mavens who are 
proving that, in a time full of uncertainty, divi-
siveness, and hate, love for one another is all we 
really need. No need for bulletproof bracelets or 
a golden lasso of truth - these women are creating 
a better West Virginia with their can-do attitudes 
and Mountain State spirit.

Beverly White, Lewisburg’s fi rst Black city 
council woman and current mayor, was named 
among the 2021 awardees from around the state. 
Her Wonder Woman profi le follows:

From the Start
“My dad would sing the song, ‘If I could help 

somebody as I pass along, then my living shall 
not be in vain,’ so I always felt like that’s what 
we’re supposed to do in life - help others. We do 
it by serving our community.”

The Power of Faith

“Every morning, I pray for our city, our em-
ployees, our businesses, and then I branch out to 
the county, the state, the country, and the world. 
Having that relationship helps me stay grounded, 
helps me to interact with the public, and to just 
show kindness and respect and love - because 
I feel that’s how we all should be towards each 
other.”

A Bright Future
“I’m passionate about our city and the growth 

we see happening. I’m excited about where we 
are right now in my administration and where 
we’re going in the future. I see good things hap-
pening for Lewisburg, and that makes me proud. 
I want our children, especially in West Virginia, 
to be able to be successful. What our children see 
and hear is so important to me, and I try to be the 
kind of leader that, when they see me, they know 
that I am inclusive, I care, I respect them, I love 
them, and I want them to be their best selves.”

To view the full list of 2021 West Virginia Won-
der Women, visit WV Living’s website at https://
wvliving.com/category/wonder-women/2021-
west-virginia-wonder-women/. Lewisburg Mayor Beverly White

Council discusses replacing water 
fi lters, progress on plans for new plant

Engineer says that construction on the new water plant can potentially 
start as early as next spring

By Sarah Richardson 
The Lewisburg City Council met for their regular 

monthly meeting on Sept. 21 at City Hall. Council-
members approved a temporary building inspector, 
discussed water plant upgrades, heard updates regard-
ing the public bathroom winterizing at City Hall, and 
more.

The council unanimously approved a contract for 
Bobby Ford to take over duties as Lewisburg’s build-
ing inspector temporarily while the regular building 
inspector is out on leave. Ford is currently the inspec-
tor for Greenbrier County, but City Manager Misty 
Hill assured council that he could perform both duties 
as needed. “It takes a certifi cation, [this job] can’t be 
done by just anyone, it has to be a certifi ed building 
inspector.”

The second reading of Ordinance 295 was held, and 
passed without any public comment and a unanimous 
vote from council. This ordinance adjusts some rental 
fees for city parks to help cover costs of cleanup and 
standard maintenance. 

The new rates are as follows, and will be made ef-
fective as on January 1, 2022:

• Lewisburg Parks Shelter Reservation: $50/day
• Lewisburg Parks Concession Stand Use: $10/day 

or $100 per season
• Dorie Miller Ballfi eld Reservation: $10/day or 

$100 per season
• Hollowell Ballfi eld Reservation: $10/day or $100 

per season 
Greg Belcher with Chapman Technical Group spoke 

to council via ZOOM to explain the process of replac-
ing the three fi lter medias at the municipal water plant, 
and how that process will affect the city. He explained 
that their contractor will remove the current water fi l-
ter medias, make any necessary repairs, then install 
the new fi lters. After installing the new fi lters, they 

need to be “backwashed 
and disinfected,” before 
they can be put back 
into service. They plan 
to wait at least a week 

between each of the three fi lter installations to allow 
for water levels to recover in the tanks, making the 
overall process take roughly 30-45 days “if things go 
without a hitch.”

Once that work is completed, “the plant should not 
have any diffi culties continuing to provide a safe and 
dependable supply of water until we get the new plant 
online.”

These new fi lters are intended to resolve some of 
the issues the city has had as of late with “high turbid-
ity” levels in the water, a technical term for cloudy 
and sediment-fi lled water. On several occasions, the 
city has been forced to under temporary boil water 
advisories after sediment levels rose out of normal pa-
rameters. However, with the new fi lter medias, these 
issues won’t be as paramount of a concern as they’ve 
been in recent months. 

Belcher said that he thinks it will be November 
or afterwards that the federal government will have 
funds available for the start of construction on the 
new municipal water plant, but estimates that con-
struction can begin as early as next spring. 

City Manager Hill said that the city should be of-
fi cially closing on the property located adjacent to 
the water plant on Stonehouse Road in Caldwell for 
the plant expansion and the relocation of the Public 
Works headquarters within 30 days. The city has also 
recently gained the necessary 80 percent easements 
needed to move the location of the water intake pump 
from the Greenbrier River to the plant. 

In other news:
• Councilmember Sarah Elkins reported that new 

walking lights have been installed at Hollowell Park, 

Grady Ford, attorney for the Town of Alderson, West 
Virginia State Code outlines that council doesn’t have 
the power to remove Copenhaver as mayor.

Ford recited a statement from Copenhaver’s personal 
attorney, John H. Bryan, which reads, “I am counsel for 
Travis Lee Copenhaver in regards to the above styled 
criminal action currently pending in Magistrate Court of 
Greenbrier County, West Virginia. Accordingly, I have 
advised him to make no public or private statements to 
any individual or entity regarding the charges. This is a 
matter of routine in any pending criminal case. As al-
ways, the defendant in a pending criminal case in Amer-
ica is innocent until proven guilty. These are guarantees 
under the state and federal constitutions. My client ab-
solutely maintains his innocence and is confi dent that 
after being provided with his constitutionally required 
due process, that he will be vindicated of the allegations. 
While this process takes place, my client will continue 
to serve as mayor of the town of Alderson as he has done 
for the past eight and a half years. He has resigned as a 
municipal judge in the town of Alderson, until such time 
as the pending charges are resolved.” 

Other speakers at the meeting included a variety of 
residents, some of which mentioned Copenhaver’s pre-
vious indictment on criminal charges in connection to 
a shooting that paralyzed an off-duty police offi cer in 
October 2017, and how his actions “shed a bad light” on 

Justice withdraws 
coaching application 
and grievance against 
Board of Education 

By Sarah Richardson
West Virginia Governor Jim Justice has withdrawn his 

name from consideration as the boys basketball coach 
at Greenbrier East High School. He also withdrew his 
grievance with the Greenbrier County Board of Educa-
tion. Gov. Justice was listed among several candidates 
in the search to replace Bimbo Coles as the head boys 
basketball coach, and fi led the grievance after he was 
not selected for the position in a 3-2 vote at a board 
meeting on Aug. 23.

Gov. Justice has coached the girls basketball team 
since 2000, and was head coach of the boys basketball 
team from 2010 to 2017. 

He argued that he was the most qualifi ed applicant, 
and in his scathing withdrawal letter wrote, “Vacations 
and parties are not Jim Justice. All I do is work, and 
love my work, and love the people of West Virginia, es-
pecially the kids. I understand that many of my players 
and supporters were at the Board meeting few days ago. 
Additionally, I have received hundreds of calls from 
people in total disbelief and apologetic over the Board’s 
vile action.” 

Along with calling the board’s rejection “vile,” he 
argued that if his case had gone to court he believes 
he would have won. He added, “I refuse to spend time 
fi ghting HATE.”

“The law clearly states that the most qualifi ed appli-
cant has to be hired. Discrimination, ignoring a candi-
date’s qualifi cations, and personal biases are forbidden 
under all circumstances. Everyone believes unanimous-
ly that if we proceed to court, Jim Justice will be the 
head boys’ basketball coach. Any court would deem this 
level of activity is manifestly arbitrary and capricious.”
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DOUG
Doug is a one-year-
old male shepherd 
mix and weighs 63 
pounds.

ELAINE
Elaine is a four-
year-old female 
domes  c shorthair.

These and other ani-
mals are available 
at the Greenbrier 
Humane Society, lo-
cated at 151 Holiday Lane off  of Rt. 60 West in 
Lewisburg. They are closed Sunday and Monday, 
and are open from 11 a.m. through 5 p.m. Tues-
day through Saturday.

Their cat adop  on fee is $65 and covers spay/
neuter surgery, fi rst ki  y vaccina  ons, rabies 
vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and fl ea 
treatment.

Their dog adop  on fee is $85 and covers 
spay/neuter surgery, fi rst dog vaccina  ons, ra-
bies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, fl ea 
bath and fl ea treatment.

They also off er dona  on-based spay/neuter 
vouchers, and clinics are fi lled on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis. They use a lot of vets in the 
area but the clinics fi ll up fast! Fill out an appli-
ca  on to help prevent animal overpopula  on! 
Call 304-645-4775 for more informa  on.

PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

Water Plant             Continued from Front Page

Thanks for making us your 
local listening choice!

Today’s 
Rock

Greenbrier Valley’s Talk 
and News Headquarters

Your Classic 
Hits Station

The Classics 
and Today’s 

Country
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Commissioners in Greenbrier 
County proclaim September 
as Hunger Action Month

By Angela McGill
The Greenbrier County Commission 

signed a proclamation supported by our 
local food banks designating the month 
of September as Hunger Action Month. 
Commissioners Lowell Rose, Michael 
McClung, and Tammy Shiffl et-Tincher 
unaminously approved the proclama-
tion. 

It reads:
“Hunger and poverty are issues of vi-

tal concern in West Virginia, where over 
14 percent of people struggle with hun-
ger and one in every fi ve children do not 
know where their next meal will come 
from;Whereas, the state of West Virgin-
ia is committed to taking steps to combat 
hunger in every part of our community 
and provide additional resources that 
those in West Virginia need;Whereas 
the state of West Virginia is committed 
to Mountaineer Food Bank, a member 
of the nationwide food banks, about the 
role and importance of food banks in ad-
dressing hunger and addressing aware-
ness of the need for more resources and 
attention to hunger issues. 

More than 250,000 individuals in 
West Virginia rely on food provided by 
the members of the Mountaineer Food 
Bank and Facing Hunger Food Bank 
annually. The coronavirus pandemic has 
had a devastating health and economic 

impacts across the country and is pro-
jected that 71,686 more people could face 
more hunger in West Virginia in the wake 
of the pandemic this year. The members 
of the Mountaineer Food Bank distributed 
more than 29 million pounds of food to 48 
counties in 2020 through this network of 
food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, and 
other community organizations. 

The month of September has been des-
ignated Hunger Action Month in order to 
bring attention to food insecurity in our 
communities and to engage the public in 
action, including volunteer-ship, social 
media shares, donations, and helping one 
[person] at a time. 

Across the country, as well as members 
of Mountaineer Food Bank and Facing 
Hunger food banks will have numerous 
ways to take action throughout the month 
of September to bring awareness and help 
with hunger in our community.

Therefore we, the Greenbrier County 
Commission, do hereby recognize the 
month of Sept. 2021, as Hunger Action 
Month, and we call this to the attention of 
our citizens.”

Commissioner Shiffl ett-Tincher said, 
“I would like to thank all of our local 
food banks our volunteers that put a tre-
mendous amount of time and energy into 
making sure that food is available.”

and that work on the new pickleball 
courts is in full swing. She notes that 
“lots of interested parties” are raising 
funds for pickleball. 

• Finance Committee Chair Arron 
Seams reports that Schleiff Construc-
tion placed a bid of $9,738.20 to provide 
improvements to the public bathrooms 
located outside of City Hall. This bid 
covers the winterizing of the bathrooms 
so they can remain open year-round 
without issue. Council also approved the 
second payment to Schleiff Constriction 
in the amount of $100,000 for the ongo-
ing restoration and painting work to the 
outside of City Hall. 

Seams reported that The Thrasher En-
gineering Group has provided a “broad 
overview” of plans for the new fi re sta-
tion off of Grand Avenue. These engi-
neers were chosen by the Fire Station 
Selection Committee after reviewing a 
variety of proposals from engineering 
groups around the east coast. A lump 
sum of $595,000 was approved by coun-
cil to cover the fi rst part of project de-

velopment. 
• Hill reports that the construction next 

to City Hall is the placing Stratton Alley’s 
power lines underground. This is a project 
that has been approved for roughly two 
years. She says that due to the pandemic, 
construction that has already been started 
requires an additional $16,425 to com-
plete. The council approved the change 
order. 

• Mayor Beverly White reported that the 
city supports Carnegie Hall’s decision to 
cancel Taste of Our Town (TOOT) for the 
second year in a row due to COVID-19 
safety concerns. While disheartening, she 
encourages everyone to show support to 
the Hall if they are able.

White also recognized those who reach 
out to City Hall in times of uncertainty. “I 
appreciate those who take the time to call 
and get their information from City Hall 
any time there has been a concern. We 
are happy to address citizen’s concerns, 
and I also appreciate the support and un-
derstanding the city receives when issues 
arise that we do our best to address.”

Newly-crowned Mrs. West Virginia 
presents checks to victim-serving agencies

WVCAN & WVCADV Receive Donations to help Survivors of Abuse
Last week, the 2021 Mrs. West Virginia America, 

Cydney Fields, presented checks to two West Virginia 
victim-serving agencies to support the work of survi-
vors of abuse - the WV Child Advocacy Network and 
the WV Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 

Fields has a passion for children, working to make 
the state safer for families. As a social worker, she 
has worked statewide and nationally, educating others 
through training, policy development, and public aware-
ness events about the impact of violence on adults and 
children. She specializes in rural community resource 
development by understanding the challenges faced by 
those living in areas where access to resources is lim-
ited.

“As a social worker, I am driven to inspire hope and 
promote safety for others. As Mrs. West Virginia, I want 
to take that same passion and use it to uplift the voices of 
those that often go unheard,” shared Mrs. West Virginia 
Cydney Fields. “I am grateful to know that with these 
individual donations to WVCADV and WVCAN, cou-
pled with the work of others like me, West Virginia adult 
and child victims of violence can live in a safer state.” 

West Virginia’s children have never been more at 
risk - most are unvaccinated, facing disruptions to their 
schedules from quarantines, facing uncertainty with 
caregivers’ stress - and this is all on top of the already 
overwhelming prevalence of abuse and neglect. Ac-
cording to Darkness to Light, one in 10 children will be 
sexually abused by their 18th birthday.

“West Virginia’s 21 child advocacy centers have con-
tinued to work day-in and day-out to restore the lives of 
child survivors of abuse, despite facing impending fed-
eral funding cuts. Now, more than ever, we need leaders 
like Mrs. West Virginia to stand up for children and to 
safeguard them against abuse and neglect,” shared Kate 
Flack, CEO of the WV Child Advocacy Network.

Joyce Yedlosky, Team Coordinator for the WV Co-
alition Against Domestic Violence added, “We thank 
Cydney for choosing domestic violence and child abuse 
awareness as her Mrs. West Virginia platform. This gen-
erous donation and the awareness she is raising will im-
pact survivor safety and help make West Virginia a Safer 
State of Family.”

This money was raised during the recent state pageant 
through the “Fabulous Face Competition” by all con-
testants vying for the title of Mrs./Miss West Virginia 
titles. Half of the proceeds from this competition was 
split between the winners’ causes of choice and the other 
half going to Victoria’s Voice Foundation - the national 
philanthropy for Mrs. West Virginia. They provide edu-
cation and support to those with substance use disorder 
by the promotion of naloxone and harm reduction. 

Leah Glover, WVCADV Board Member (left); Raymie White, WVCADV Legal Services Coordinator; 
2021 Mrs. West Virginia Cydney Fields; and Kate Flack, CEO of WVCAN

the community even then. 
Ryan Keese took the podium to say, “We’re all tired of the drama, so tired of the 

drama. We want to go back to being a sleepy quiet little town; this is an embarrass-
ment and black eye on our town.” 

Roger Bennett stated, “I would hope that if I was ever in a situation such as the one 
that current mayor is in, I would have enough respect for the town that I supposedly 
cared about and step down as mayor, at least until the muddy water cleared. If he’s 
innocent, that’s the right thing to do. If he’s guilty, it’s defi nitely the right thing to do.”

“You hold your city employees to the code of conduct, why do you believe you’re 
above the standards put forth?” asked community member Jennifer Fry. “An elected 

offi cial has a job to perform 24/7, 365 days a year. We 
all take pride in being citizens, we are all proud of our 
wonderful town and community. However, it starts from 
the top and it comes down. We need someone who is 
for the people of Alderson, not someone who believes 
they’re above the standards.”

Copenhaver remains mayor of Alderson and resumed 
his duties as of Sept. 20. He resigned as municipal judge 
after the case was fi led.
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Food Pantry set for September 30
The Mountaineer Food Bank will be doing a drive-thru 
Mobile Food Pantry on Thursday, Sept. 30, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. (while supplies last), at the Renick Park. 
All West Virginia residents are eligible. This event is 
sponsored in partnership with the Renick Community 
Center.

Rupert Public Library Art Show
scheduled for Sept. 24 and 25 has been postponed.  
Hopefully we can reschedule for the spring of 2022.

American Heritage Music Hall, Inc.
located at 496 Island Park, Ronceverte, will be can-
celing the Thomas Taylor Band Sept. 25 due to the 
amount of COVID-19 in the area. Open to the public, 
all welcome, handicap accessible. Listeners and tour-
ists welcome. Admission $7 Tuesday nights, $10 Sat-
urday - Audience provides food. Doors open at 7 p.m. 
Jam & Dance every Tuesday 7 to 10 p.m. The Music 
Hall is available for weddings and parties. For more 
information call the Music Hall at 304-645-4667; Bill 
Evans at 304-392-6079; Grace Poe at 304-992-5852.

Shepherd’s Center classes 
postponed
The Shepherd’s Center of Greenbrier Valley has post-
poning both the Community Service Award and Ad-
ventures in Learning classes until Spring 2022 due to 
COVID. We plan to make our spring events the best 
ones yet! We will release more information later with 
the information needed for the spring semester. You 
can always stay up to date on our Facebook page or our 
website www.greenbriershepherdscenter.com for news 
articles and announcements of what is currently going 
on with the Shepherd’s Center. We pray for safety and 
health over everyone during this season.

Greenbrier Co. Extension Master 
Gardener classes
are held Tuesdays, Sept. 7 through Nov. 9, from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the WV State Fairgrounds. Call the Extension 
Offi ce at 304-647-7408 for details and registration.

Addiction Screenings available
If you or a loved one is struggling with substance 
abuse, take the fi rst step towards overcoming addic-
tion. Call 1-800-431-1754 for free addiction screenings 
or referrals. For more information visit https://www.
narcononnewliferetreat.org/blog/strange-side-effects-
of-covid-19.html

Briefl y
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Police Blotter
Man stabs two with Samurai sword
On Wednesday, Sept. 22, at approximately 11 a.m., 

members of the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Offi ce and 
White Sulphur Springs Police Department responded 
to a reported stabbing on Hamilton Addition Road near 
White Sulphur Springs.

Upon arrival, offi cers would determine that Chester 
E. Brandon III, 41, of White Sulphur Springs, utilized 
a Samurai sword and stabbed Shawn Martin, 31, and 
Brenda Brooks, 57. Brooks and Martin, also of White 
Sulphur Springs, were transported to medical facilities 
for treatment of injuries sustained.

Brandon was charged with two counts of malicious 
wounding and arraigned before a Greenbrier County 
Magistrate. He was incarcerated in the Southern Re-
gional Jail in lieu of $10,000 bond.

Sergeant B. W. Mitchell and Corporal B. J. McCor-
mick of the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Offi ce are the 
investigating offi cers.

Public Meetings
Gbr. Co. Farmland Protection Board
meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 10:30 a.m. 
at 804 Industrial Drive, Suite 5, in Maxwelton. The public is 
invited to attend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The public is 
invited to attend.

For the Record

Teena and Freddie Porterfi eld to Susan Morrison, 25 
acres, Irish Corner District
Anne Robbins Hatchett to Michael A. Trent, 2.04 
acres, Williamsburg District
K Group LLC to John Frederick Fox, Lot #28 Phase 
1, White Gate Village, White Sulphur Municipality
Megan Higginbotham to Retreat Vacations LLC, 
0.741 acre and 7,984.86 square feet, Lewisburg 
District
Brian Keith Neal to William Spade, one acre, Wil-
liamsburg District
Blackbird Village LLC to Greenbrier Outfi tters Inc., 
Unit No 153, Lewisburg Corporate District
William T. Longanacre to Gregory Even Martins, 
26.03 acres, Irish Corner District
Sandra Sorrells, David Ross, Andrea Pendleton, et 
al, to Gale L. and Amanda Reed, 2.869 acres, Mead-
ow Bluff District
Jason Ward and Page Ward to Christianna Maria 
Booth, Lots 41, 40, and 39, Alderson Municipality
Ridgeview Investment Properties LLC to Russell Ab-
bott, 0.07 acre and Lot 4 of the Ray G. Quick Hous-
ing Development, Lewisburg District

Deeds

Thomas J. Maloney, Box Elder, SD, speeding in a 
work zone, GP, fi ne $25
Debra Lynn Holliday, Lewisburg, shoplifting, GP, 

fi ne $200, restitution of $985 to be paid to Walmart
Logan Henry Friedman, Princeton, failure to ap-

pear, NCP, fi ne $100, jail 90 days - suspended and 
placed on 12 months unsupervised probation
James E. Van Hoosier, Woodbridge, VA, traffi c 

violations in construction zones, GP, fi ne $25
James E. Hackworth, Summersville, speeding, 

GP, fi ne $5
James Hern, San Antonio, TX, speeding, NCP, 

fi ne $25
Trent Jason O’brien, speeding, NCP, fi ne $25
William Jason Flack, White Sulphur Springs, no 

insurance, GP, fi ne $200
Sharlene E. Taylor, Cumming, GA, passing in a no 

passing zone, NCP, fi ne $25
Calvin Edward Howard, White Sulphur Springs, 

false report of an incident, NCP, fi ne $50

Greenbrier County 
Magistrate Court Convictions

BOE Grievance         Continued from Front Page

Suits
In Re: Amy Elizabeth Bennett vs Jeremy Michael Bennett
In Re: Candie Benedict vs Cooper Benedict
In Re: Robert D Bruce vs Jewell Whittaker Bruce
In Re: Jeanette Lynn Newman and Wayne Earl Newman
In Re: Deborah Michele Amos vs James Anthony Amos
In Re: Dana Scott Barkley and Melissa Jean Barkley
In Re: Danny Ray Carr vs Jennifer Linkenhoker Carr
In Re: Brenda Mae Davis vs Jacob Monroe Davis
In Re: Donna Jessie Davis and Shawn Michael Davis

Greenbrier & Monroe Counties $
In State $3     Out Of State $

CALL NOW 304-647-5724
OR ORDER ONLINE!

www.mountainmessenger.com
In-depth coverage of local news, lifestyle 

features & more! What’s not to love?

To order by mail, please fill out and return to 
Mountain Messenger, 

PO Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901.
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The Friends 
of the

Library

For Friday, September 24
& Saturday, September 25

Hardcovers Cost $2 and paperbacks $1.
On Saturday, books sell for $5 a bag 
with the Library supplying the bags.

GREENBRIER COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
152 Robert W. McCormick Drive, Lewisburg, WV

304-647-7568    Fax 304-647-7569

CANCELLED

When he was fi rst being considered to fi ll the coach-
ing position, he insisted that he wouldn’t let the job in-
terfere with his governorship. He stated in interviews 
that his position as governor would remain his “number 
one responsibility.”

He added that he would need to rely on assistant 
coaches to make everything work, telling MetroNews, 
“At my age, I’ll have to have great assistant coaches. 
And to be perfectly honest, they’ll have to do the work. 
I’ll coach the game.”

According to reports from AP News, “Much of the 
debate involved whether Justice could give enough at-
tention to both the boys and girls teams while also be-
ing governor, along with paying attention to his family’s 
businesses.”

At least one of the BOE members said they voted 
“nay” due to those concerns.

Warner celebrates 
one-year anniversary 
for online registration 
and licensing platform

Efforts of the West Virginia Secretary of State’s Offi ce 
to provide online services for registration and licensing 
services have reached the one-year anniversary. 

In August of 2020, Secretary Warner’s Business & 
Licensing Division surpassed a great hurdle of mod-
ernization of the offi ce with the implementation of the 
online WV Enterprise Registration & Licensing System 
(ERLS). The public’s use of the online services has been 
robust over the past year, with a majority of users opting 
to complete their registration and licensing transactions 
online for processes that were only previously available 
in paper formats.

Since launching the ERLS, an average of over 1,300 
fi lers per month have benefi tted from the effi ciency of 
the system. The progress has resulted in an estimated 
160,000+ sheets of paper eliminated from direct han-
dling while recording the data directly into WVSOS sys-
tems. In many cases, the effi ciency improvements issue 
customers’ registration certifi cates almost immediately. 
Printing, mailing and wait times for customers are now 
nearly eliminated for most all ERLS services.

The ERLS allows for 24-hour access and immediate 
fi ling for registration and required documents relating to 
notaries, charitable organizations, marriage celebrants, 
professional charitable fundraisers, private investigators, 
athlete agents, scrap metal dealers, trademarks, and apos-
tilles.

“Making online registration and fi ling easy and acces-
sible 24-hours a day, we’re enabling West Virginia busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs to remain compliant,” Warner 
said. “We’ve modernized the Secretary of State’s Busi-
ness & Licensing Division so that business owners can 
focus on their business.”

According to Warner, the public response to the new 
system has been overwhelmingly positive.

For example, there are currently more than 44,000 
notary publics in West Virginia. Current data shows that 
90% of all notary registrations are now being complet-
ed online, a process that was not available prior to the 
launching of the ERLS. Further, 82% of marriage cel-
ebrant registrations and 51% of charitable organization 
applications are now being completed online, saving time 
and money for each customer.

“By transforming the offi ce to embrace online services, 
West Virginia businesses can spend as little time as possi-
ble interacting with the government, and as much time as 
possible focused on their business’ success,” Warner said.

The launch of the Secretary of State’s ERLS adds to an 
expanding list of services that have been placed online 
over the last four years.  

Preliminary hearing held in Danny and 
Daisy Foster murder case

On Thursday, Sept. 23, a preliminary hearing was held 
in Greenbrier County Magistrate Court for Jeremiah 
Bleu Powell, 39, of Marlinton. Powell had been charged 
with two counts of fi rst degree murder in connection 
with the deaths of Joseph (Danny) and Daisy Foster that 
occurred at their residence on Fullen Cemetery Road on 
Thursday, Apr. 2, 2020.

The preliminary hearing resulted in a probable cause 
fi nding and the case was bound over to the next term of 
the Greenbrier County Grand Jury.

Anyone with additional information relative to this 
crime is asked to contact the Greenbrier County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce at 304-647-6634 or Crime Stoppers of West 
Virginia at 304-255-STOP or email at www.crimestop-
perswv.com.  Information may be provided anonymous-
ly.

A $10,000 reward is being offered by the WV State 
Fire Marshal’s Offi ce for information leading to the ar-
rest and conviction of the perpetrator(s).

Lieutenant G.R. Workman and Corporal A. L. Work-
man, of the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Offi ce, Ser-
geant N. J. Hersman, of the WV State Police, and Scott 
Rodes, of the WV State Fire Marshal’s Offi ce, are the 
investigating offi cers.
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Commentary
Capito urges HHS Secretary to include WV in initiative tackling HIV epidemic

Hello, folks! There is no offseason in public service. 
Below are several major issues before our region which 
I wanted to provide an update about. 

SUDDENLINK One of the complaints I receive regu-
larly from folks involves Suddenlink’s customer service 
- can’t get through to an actual person, can’t understand 
the people you do fi nally get, schedule an appointment 
but no one comes, waiting on hold for long time periods. 
Last week, their new Vice President came to my offi ce 
in Charleston to talk about all these issues our people 
face. He pledged to begin a new training program for 
their customer service employees, increase the capac-
ity of technicians, and to join an upcoming Broadband 
Council meeting with us to discuss how to do better in 
the future. We’ve talked the talk with these major media 
companies for long enough; it’s time to walk the walk. 

BROADBAND Speaking of which... let’s talk about 
broadband. Politicians have been promising better inter-
net for years now, but it never comes. Earlier this year, 
I decided I’d had enough of all the talk and would dive 
into the issue fully. Federal funds will help, state legisla-
tion will help, but in the end local communities will be 
the ones to solve this problem. A number of communi-
ties organized their efforts around Broadband Councils, 
and we are about to see the dividends with project and 
grant announcements upcoming. 

REDISTRICTING In October, the legislature is ex-
pected to vote on a redistricting plan as required by the 
constitution every ten years following a census. It will 
contain new Senate districts, new House districts, and 
new Congressional districts. This will all likely cause 
confusion come the 2022 elections, so pay attention as 
this unfolds.

FOSTER CHILDREN A new report by Mountain 
State Spotlight raises serious concerns about the plight 
of the 10,500 children in West Virginia who spend time 
in foster care on an annual basis. (That’s up 71% since 
2010.) There aren’t enough homes or resources for fos-
ter kids across the state, resulting in hundreds being sent 
to out-of-state group homes. Not only is that costly (up-
wards of $300/day per child as compared to $30/day for 
a foster child placed in the home of a family member), 
but it leaves kids across the country without a support 
system and without anyone checking on them. Several 
of the facilities where WV sends foster kids have been 
accused of heinous behaviors. Our children don’t need 
more institutionalization; our children need families. It’s 
a complex problem related to our substance use issues, 
poverty, and more, and the bottom line is that enough 
is enough. Our most vulnerable children need to be a 
priority, not just another statistic. 

SPECIAL SESSION A contingent of folks across the 
state is pushing for a special session of the legislature to 
ban private businesses from implementing measures to 
stop the spread of COVID. I strongly oppose that effort 
for two reasons. One, we are in the height of the pan-
demic with high transmission rates, full hospitals, and 
people dying. This is not the time to ban ways to stop 
COVID. Two, private business is private. If a private 
business wants to require vaccines or masks for the good 
of their business, they have that right. 

FLOOD COMMITTEE At a meeting of the Flood 
Committee last week, the Department of Commerce re-
sponded to my inquiry about the “Clearance & Demoli-
tion Program” with an extensive presentation. It boils 
down to this: Over 200 fl ooded structures which were 
slated for demolition as early as 2018 have yet to be 
demolished. The $5 million program has only managed 
to demolish 43 structures in three years. Commerce now 
says they’re out of money. Local citizens received de-
nial letters this year after being initially accepted into 
the program. I demanded that Commerce fi nd a way to 
do right by everyone affected, and I will stay on them 
until they do. 

That’s the view from the back pew, where it is my 
privilege to serve you. 

(Senator Stephen Baldwin is the Minority Leader and 
a local pastor. Reach him at 304-357-7959 or stephen.
baldwin@wvsenate.gov. Follow him on Facebook, Twit-
ter, or Instagram @BaldwinForWV) 

e-mail letters to the editor and 
news stories to 

news@mountainmessenger.com

Vertical Space
Tendrils are curling and twirling up towards the sky, 

carrying along a load of fi ve pound orange weights in 
the form butternut squash. It’s amazing how quickly and 
easily a sliver of green vine can lift these veggies off the 
ground if a trellis is nearby and grow up over 10 feet tall. 
Ever notice how everything alive reaches up for the Sun 
and everything that dies falls back to the ground?

Veggies have that built-in formula of how to grow; their 
roots anchor into the soil sucking nutrients and water 
while green shoots head upwards seeking the sunshine. 
Some fl owers such as sunfl owers will literally turn their 
heads to face the sun all through the day. Quick mental 
note: plant fl owers where you can see their colorful blos-
soms from a good vantage point and remember they will 
always face the sun.

In my garden zucchini has fi nally ended its dominance. 
That’s fi ne; I’ve had enough of those zukes and cukes. 
Those of you who can and pickle veggies know what I 
mean! Now in fall, butternut squash grown from seeds 
ripen in about 2 months. They can be left on the vine till 
frost comes. The spreading long vines and huge leaves 
climb up and over my hoop house. I train the emerging 
plants by placing a stake or fencing near my hoop house 
walls which are enforced with chicken wire fencing and 
from there nature takes over. Growing vertically opens up 
room on the ground for radishes and lettuces. Cucumbers 
and peas are easy to grow on trellises, too.

Storage squash can be stored throughout the fall and 
winter in a place where temperatures are at 50 to 55 de-
grees. If you are fortunate to have a root cellar, that’s per-
fect for low humidity which will keep out mildew and 
rot. A basement or cellar will work also. Store the squash 
on open shelves. Wood boards or planks stacked on con-
crete blocks to make shelving will keep the fruit off the 
ground. No need to wash the veggies, just wipe off any 
dirt and remove the spent blossoms and stems. Stored 
squash can last up to two to three months.

Freezing is another quick option for saving butternut 
squash. Simply cut up pieces (easier said than done), and 
place on a baking sheet; be sure the pieces don’t touch 
one another. Place in the freezer and freeze until fi rm, 
then store in plastic ziplock bags. I always mark the year 
on the bags so I know if something is aging in the freezer 
and needs to be tossed. Freezing will allow your family 
to enjoy this orange treat for up to 9 months. I add baked 
butternut, sans the peel or skin, in my smoothies. It adds 
natural sweetness, a bit of bulk, and gives a velvety tex-
ture. No sugar needed. Add milk, cow, nut, or rice milk, 
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract, 1 cup cooked and peeled 
squash, a dash of cinnamon, 5 ice cubes and blend till 
smooth. Add honey if you need it to be more sweet. Deli-

Nature’s Way
By Karen Cohen

Master Gardener/Photojournalist/Artist 

Commentary
Update on Greenbrier Valley Aquatic Center
Health, Safety, Sport and Play - All Ages Every Day

By TAG Galyean
Moving through construction completion and into op-

erations is complex, busy, and in 2021...  uncertain!
Construction
There are supply surprises every day. Pools will be 

ready to plaster and fi ll in late September. Paving will 
occur in early October. We hope and plan to have the 
Competition pool available for Donor-Member swim-
ming the week of Oct. 25th. Control Panel Chips, Fold-
ing Doors, Clear Story Enclosure, and Steel Panel deliv-
eries may delay the use of the Recreation and Therapy 
Pools. Landscaping, sod, and fencing are scheduled for 
early November.

Operations
Darcie McCraw, General Manager, and Brett Falls, 

Director of Operations, have been working remotely 
since July 19th. Keith Brookman, Facilities Manager, 
Billy Shrewsbury, Front Desk Manager, and Delphine 
Houssin, Aquatics Manager, will be on board over next 
30 days. 

Many good candidates for GVAC Lifeguard Team are 
applying and being hired.

Membership and Operations computer system and 
app are being developed with Club Automation and will 
be user friendly and convenient.

Membership
Member registration and payment arrangements will 

be processed online. GVAC will begin memberships for 

cious and nutritious without added artifi cial ingredients.
One of my favorite recipes for this squash is the most 

simple. Cut in half, (never peel), scoop out the seeds and 
place in a shallow pan of baking tray open side facing 
down. Cook at 375 till fork tender. Flip over and sprinkle 
with grated parmesan cheese, optional panko and or fi ne-
ly chopped garlic or garlic powder, and 1-2 tabs of butter 
for each half; cook till the cheese melts and turns slightly 
brown. (Save the seeds for next year’s crop!)

Butternut squash is a great source of vitamin E and A, 
beta carotene and has more potassium than a banana. It 
can be called a superfood!

(Karen Cohen is a Master Gardener, photojournalist, 
DJ and country explorer! Contact: natureswaykaren@
gmail.com)

Naming Partners, FOUNDERS, CLOSERS, and EN-
HANCERS with no initiation fees on Sept. 27th. Email 
invitations will be sent to those donors. We will begin 
enrolling all others in late October online and at our 
Front Desk.

Membership Categories will be:  
1) Family
2) Single-Parent Family
3) No-Children Family
4) Individual
There will be discounts provided at each level for Se-

niors and Students. Billing will not begin until swim-
ming is available. Expect an initial soft opening with 
hours, access, and programs increasing quickly.

Scholarships
The GVAC Scholarship Program will be developed 

this fall as we become operational. GSC scholarship 
funds will ensure that the GVAC will be accessible to 
children, families, and seniors regardless of their fi nan-
cial circumstances.

Finances
The ENHANCER program has reached its goal of 

$800K. Total committed to date is $6.6M. GVAC is 
now able to complete both development and start-up 
operations as intended. We are paying all bills within 
48 hours. Donations and Grants for programs will be 
sought as we expand operations this fall.

U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) sent a 
letter to U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) Secretary Xavier Becerra urging him to add West 
Virginia to the department’s Ending the HIV Epidemic 
in the U.S. (EHE) initiative.

Neither West Virginia nor any of its 55 counties were 
included as Phase 1 jurisdictions of the EHE initiative, 
which is designed to invest in communities most af-
fected by HIV, and to help local HIV programs recover, 
rebuild, and begin to expand EHE strategies in the wake 
of COVID-19.

The full text of the letter is as follows:
Dear Secretary Becerra:
I write regarding the Department of Health and Hu-

man Services’ (HHS) Ending the HIV Epidemic in the 
U.S. (EHE) initiative. As you are likely aware, neither 
the state of West Virginia nor any of its counties were 
included as EHE Phase I jurisdictions. While I under-
stand how and why the Phase 1 jurisdictions were cho-
sen, since 2017 at least two West Virginia counties have 
had HIV outbreaks associated with injection drug use 
and a large number of additional counties are show-
ing extreme vulnerability to rapid HIV spread for this 
same reason. I am therefore asking that West Virginia 
be added either as a Phase 1 jurisdiction or as part of a 

supplementary phase specifi cally addressing areas with 
rapidly increasing number of HIV outbreaks associated 
with injection drug use as soon as possible.

West Virginia unfortunately continues to lead the na-
tion in drug overdoses. With this level of drug activity 
frequently comes the rise in blood borne infectious dis-
eases associated with injection drug use. In 2016, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) con-
ducted a national assessment to identify U.S. commu-
nities potentially vulnerable to rapid spread of HIV, if 
introduced, and new or continuing high rates of hepatitis 
C virus infections among people who infect drugs. 28 of 
West Virginia’s 55 counties were found to be among the 
top 220 vulnerable counties in 26 states.

Since that time, two of the 28 counties, Cabell County 
beginning in 2018 and Kanawha County beginning in 
2019, have experienced HIV outbreaks among people 
who inject drugs. In Kanawha County, which contains 
the state’s capitol Charleston, from January 1, 2019 to 
July 22, 2021 there have been a total of 75 new HIV di-
agnoses. Prior to 2019, the average number of new HIV 
cases associated with injection drug use was less than 
5 per year. Signifi cant increases in the number of new 
HIV cases in other West Virginia counties, especially in 
the most rural portions of the state, are believed to be 

occurring as well.
The CDC has been an invaluable partner in investi-

gation and response of these outbreaks. They recently 
conducted an Epi-Aid investigation regarding the HIV 
outbreak in Kanawha County, provided recommenda-
tions for addressing the ongoing outbreak, and have 
been in constant contact with my offi ce. However, part 
of the reason EHE was created was to encourage the 
collaboration among agencies and offi ces across HHS 
and to provide additional resources so that jurisdictions 
are able to appropriately diagnose, treat, prevent, and re-
spond to HIV. Without inclusion into the EHE program, 
I fear West Virginia will be unable to address the root 
causes of these outbreaks and we will continue to see 
similar outbreaks throughout the state and region.

To meet the EHE initiative’s goal of ending the HIV 
epidemic in the United States by 2030 it must be fl ex-
ible and willing to swiftly address the expanding land-
scape of the disease. The inclusion of West Virginia in 
the EHE initiative and the addressing of areas rapidly 
increasing numbers of HIV outbreaks associated with 
injection drug use will bring us closer to reaching EHE’s 
goal and ending the HIV epidemic.

Thank you for your swift attention to this matter.
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CLUB & CHURCHCLUB & CHURCH
Learn how to make silk paper at Carnegie Hall

Now Accepting New Patients 
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810 Grayson Avenue, 
Covington, VA 24426

Greenbrier Physicians accepts 
most insurance payers.

Call today! 540-962-8222 to schedule 
an appointment with Michaela Norman, 

MSN, CPNP-PC for all your Pediatric needs. Michaela Norman, 
MSN, CPNP-PC

Silk paper

Carnegie Hall’s 2021 Fall Classes & 
Workshops are underway and spots are still 
available for classes which include pottery, 
painting, music, basket weaving, song writ-
ing, soap making, movement, and in the 
fall session, quilting and silk paper making. 

These unique learning opportunities are 
taught primarily in small group settings at 
Carnegie Hall. 

On Monday, Sept. 27, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
and Tuesday, Sept. 28, from 1 to 2:30 p.m., 
teaching artist Suzanne Williams will teach 

Making Silk Paper Session 2. Participants 
will learn how to make silk paper using 
an easy-going process called silk fusion 
in which you create paper from silk fi bers. 
By laying out silk fi bers in successive rows 
and layers and adding little bits of yarn and 
sparkle, students will create beautiful art 
paper. Students need to bring an old un-
wanted dish towel. All other materials will 
be provided. Students must 
be 18 or older and registra-
tion is $80 for members and 
$90 for nonmembers.

Learn To Make A Quilted 
Table Runner will take place 
on Tuesday, Sept. 28, from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Participants 
will learn to piece, bind and 
quilt a table runner. Machine 
quilting and hand quilt-
ing will be taught. Colors 
will feature light, medium, 
and dark fabrics. Beginners 
welcome, no quilting expe-
rience required, but partici-
pants must be 18 or older. 
Students need to bring fabric 
shears, pins, pincushion and 
a seam gauge. All other ma-

terials provided by instructors, Kathy Talley 
and Betty Davis. Cost is $95 for members 
and $105 for nonmembers. Scholarships 
are available - all students pay $35.

For a complete list of classes and work-
shops and to enroll visit carnegiehallwv.
org/classes-and-workshops or pick up a 
Classes & Workshops brochure at 611 
Church Street, Lewisburg, West Virginia.

Fit Kids program encourages children 
to be active, make healthy choices

The West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine’s (WV-
SOM) Center for Rural and Community Health (CRCH) is 
working with a group of WVSOM students to host a series 
of Fit Kids events aimed at promoting nutrition and fi tness 
among area children age 6 to 11.

The Fit Kids program began with a pilot event in May and 
continued with a welcome event on Aug. 22. Each session 
includes games and opportunities for education centered on 
a particular theme. Masks are required, social distancing is 
observed and parents must remain with children during the 
events. WVSOM students and CRCH staff will oversee the 
activities.

Joyce Martin, CRCH program and outreach coordinator, 
said students envisioned the Fit Kids program as a way to con-
nect with area young people and ensure they remain physi-

cally active.
“Going through a pandemic, our youth were ready for 

some normalcy in their lives,” Martin said. “In working with 
medical students to offer this program, we’re educating youth 
about making healthy choices, encouraging physical activity 
and promoting socialization while focusing on the osteopathic 
principles of mind, body and spirit. The program is not only 
educational; it’s also about building relationships with youth 
and their families, and most importantly about having fun.”

Matt Parsley, of WVSOM’s Class of 2024, said he and 
three other students designed Fit Kids to have a positive, long-
lasting effect on the communities surrounding the osteopathic 
medical school.

“We recognized a need for safe activities that focused on 
the well-being of our community’s youth,” Parsley said. “Pro-
grams like Fit Kids help provide the universal benefi ts that ed-
ucation about nutrition, stress and physical activity can bring. 
Preventive interventions allow us to give kids stimulating, fun, 
age-appropriate activities that double as a sturdy foundation 
for healthy choices across their lifespan.”

All events begin at 9 a.m. Those who would like to register 
or learn more may email Brooke Seamans at bseamans@os-
teo.wvsom.edu.

If changes to the program occur as a result of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, they will be noted on WVSOM’s social 
media channels.

Upcoming Fit Kids dates include:
• Oct. 2: “Wild and Wonderful,” at the Greenbrier River 

Trail in Caldwell, will involve a nature walk, including infor-
mation about outdoor physical activity and foraging.

• Oct. 16: “It’s Spooky Season,” at the Marvel Center in Ru-
pert, will incorporate Halloween themes into health education.

• Oct. 30: “The Great Pumpkin,” at the Clingman Center 
for Community Engagement, also will incorporate Halloween 
themes.

• Nov. 6: “Let’s Be Yogis,” at the Clingman Center for Com-
munity Engagement, will teach attendees about the effects of 
stress on health and explain physical practices that can help.

• Nov. 20: “Turkey Trot Time,” at the Clingman Center for 
Community Engagement, will focus on cardiovascular fi tness.

Henning Church of God 
Ladies August meeting

The Ladies of the Henning Church of God held their 
regular monthly meeting Tuesday, Aug. 10, in the church 
fellowship hall. Joan Vance blessed the food, Carole 
Spencer presided and Donna Scott led in prayer.

Dyan Hefner presented the devotion, “Ladybug, La-
dybug,” The ladybug is a unique creature and in some 
cases the only bug some people like. Different species 
of ladybugs are identifi ed by the number of spots they 
have. Can people tell us by our spots? Are we talking 
and walking the walk?

We need to talk like a lady by not using foul language 
and unkind words. (Proverbs 31:26, Ephesians 4:29) 
We also need to walk like a lady by not galloping like 
a horse or like we just got off one. We need a spiritual 
walk such as praying and reading the word. (Ephesians 
5:2) Sitting like a lady is also important. The way we sit 
can send the wrong signals. How we sit spiritually is im-
portant by not sitting in the way of sinners. (Psalms 1:1, 
Proverbs 31:27) Dressing like a lady is also important. 
God looks on the heart, not clothes. Man is always going 
to look at the outward appearance. We should please the 
Lord on how we dress, our bodies are His and we should 
dress our best. (l Corinthians 6:19) Acting like a lady 
around other people is important also. The ladybug goes 
through a metamorphosis in their life cycle. We need to 
put off the old man and put on the new man. (Ephesians 
4:22) The ladybug is benefi cial by eating harmful pests. 
How benefi cial are you? We should also think like a lady 
by being polite and refi ned. We are children of the King 
and have high social status. A lady should always refl ect 
Christ. (Il Corinthians 10:5, Philippians 4:8)

Kim Brookman gave the missionary education report 
on Daniel Otis Teasley. David Neidert wrote a book. “1 
Am The Lord’s.” Daniel Otis Teasley was a prominent 
fi gure in the reformation movement of The Church of 
God. He wrote several books, over 140 hymns, and 
many articles for the Gospel Trumpet. He served as gen-
eral manager of the Gospel Trumpet for several years. 
He was a central fi gure in the Church of God from 1903-
1919. He began preaching in 1896 when he was about 
20 years old. In 1919 indiscretions came to light and he 
left the church and just disappeared. The author discov-
ered he moved to California in 1920 and worked for a 
dry goods catalog company, then owned a construction 
company, and then a grocery chain in Colorado. He also 
invented a hydrating case in 1931 to protect produce 
from going bad. Daniel Otis Teasley contributed much 
to the Church of God. The author wants readers to know 
about Teasley’s legacy. The group also sang, “l am the 
Lord’s, I know,” which was written by Teasley.

Jamie Harvey gave the treasurer’s report and Pauline 
Perkins read last month’s minutes.

The group served the Maxwelton Ruritans on Aug. 26 
in the fellowship hall. The ladies discussed plans for the 
Yard/Bake sale that was held on Saturday, Sept. 11 in the 
church fellowship hall. The group served hot dogs with 
all of the fi xings and brown beans and cornbread. They 
also sold baked goods. The group always has many 
items donated to the church for the sale. Kim Brookman 
mentioned that the Laugh Group plans to make apple 
butter with the church’s help.

The next meeting will be Sept. 14. Cindy Fleshman 
dismissed in prayer.

Attending were: Alice Coff, Barb Seldomridge, Car-
ole Spencer, Cindy Fleshman, Donna Scott, Dyan He-
fner, Evon Persinger, Jamie Harvey, Joan Vance, Kim 
Brookman, Marsha Merritt, Marty Burns, Patty Owens. 
and Pauline Perkins.

Williamsburg CEOS 
club learns why 
genealogy is important

Cassandria Perkins, secretary of the Williamsburg 
CEOS Club, is an avid supporter of the Williamsburg 
Museum and devoted to discovering the genealogy of 
her family and of those in the area. She taught the 
lesson, “Appalachian Genealogy: Root to Rise” at 
the Sept. 14 meeting of the Williamsburg Community 
Educational Outreach Service (CEOS) Club. 

The meeting was held at the Museum, which is 
full of historic pictures, artifacts, and genealogical 
records. Those participating were Blanche Knicely, 
Barbara Deeds, Burl and Patty Post, and Laura and 
Jerry Sevy.

Laura Sevy, a representative of the area Ameri-
Corps Seniors, recognized club members for their 
service in the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program. 
Members were presented with recognition certifi -
cates, pins, insulated cups, and sun visors.

The next meeting of the club will be held at the 
Museum on Oct. 12, beginning at 12 noon. All are 
invited to participate. The program will be on Indoor 
Herb Gardening, a WVU Extension prepared lesson 
being presented by Burl Post.

For more information on the CEOS program please 
explore the WVU Extension website: community, 
business and safety link (on menu) or contact the lo-
cal WVU Extension Service Offi ce.

Veterans 
Upward Bound

FREE 
Computer Classes

Intermediate Class 
Tuesday, September 28th, 4:30-6:30

Beginning Class
Thursday, September 30th, 4:30-6:30
To Sign Up Or ���������	��
��������

���������������	���������������
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252 Montvue Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-645-1851

Chapel Seating For 400 Comfortably

Well Lit Parking Lot With 125 Spaces

12 Reserved For Those 

With Exceptionalities

Wheelchair Accessible – 

Modern Technology

Headstones, Markers 
and Memorials

www.morganfh.net
FB-@morganfhwv

James “ Richie” Holliday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee In Charge

Betty May Eagle

Ronceverte-Betty May Ea-
gle, 64, passed away Wednes-
day, Sept. 8, 2021, at the Peyton 
Hospice House, Lewisburg.

Born Dec. 7, 1956, in Fairlea, 
she was the daughter of the late 
Elmer Morgan Eagle and Shir-
ley Emma Blankenship Eagle.

Betty was a Homemaker. 
In addition to her parents, she 

was preceded in death by broth-
er, Bruce Ray Eagle.

Surviving are two sons, 
Christopher Eagle (Marilyn) of 
Frankford, and Jason Scott of 
Lewisburg; brothers, John Eagle 
of Frankford, and Bill Eagle 
(Kathy) of Virginia; sister-in-
law, Vickie Eagle; and grand-
children, Lorelei, and Morgan 
Eagle.

It was Betty’s wish to be cre-
mated. There will be no service.

Online guestbook may be 
signed at www.morganfh.net.  
Arrangements by Morgan Fu-
neral Home, Lewisburg, WV.

Charles Junior 
McMillion

Renick-Charles Junior Mc-
Million, 91, passed away Satur-
day, Sept. 18, 2021, at Pocahon-
tas Memorial Hospital.

Born Sept. 30, 1929, in Re-
nick, he was the son of the late 
Ruben Rush and Josephine 
Baldwin McMillion.

Charles was a U.S. Army 
World War II Veteran. He retired 
from CJ Langenfelder as a truck 
driver.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by a 

brother, William Howard Mc-
Million.

Survivors include two broth-
ers, Alden McMillion (Sue) of 
Renick, and Harold McMillion 
of Cedar Lake, IN; sister, Inez 
Brown of Renick; and several 
nieces and nephews.  

Visitation was held Thursday 
evening, Sept. 23, at the Morgan 
Funeral Home, Lewisburg.

The Funeral Service will be 
at 2 p.m., Friday, Sept. 24, at 
the funeral home.  Burial will 
follow in Rosewood Cemetery, 
Lewisburg. We will be follow-
ing COVID-19 recommenda-
tions and request guests wear a 
mask and be mindful of social 
distancing.

Online guestbook may be 
signed at www.morganfh.net.

Anna Maria Dolan

Ronceverte-Anna Maria 
Dolan, 55, passed away Sat-
urday, Sept. 17, 2021, at Ruby 
Memorial Hospital in Morgan-
town, WV. 

Born Feb. 4, 1966, in Ronce-
verte, she was the daughter of 
Edward Lake Kersey, Sr. and 
the late Mary Elizabeth Vance 
Kersey.

Maria attended the Caldwell 
Pentecostal Holiness Church. 
Maria had a green thumb. She 
loved tending to her fl owers. 
Maria also loved spending time 
in and around her home. She 
helped build this home, with her 
own two hands alongside her 
husband. Everyone who knew 
Maria, knew that the real light 
in her life were her grandchil-
dren. She was very involved 
in lovingly caring for them. 
Maria’s heart was full with her 
grands, but her heart never ful-
ly healed after losing her son, 
Willie Spence over a year ago. 
However, Maria’s family fi nds 
comfort, knowing that she is in 
heaven, reunited with her son, as 
well as her mother, who passed 
when she was a young girl.

In addition to her mother 
and son, Maria was preceded 
in death by a sister, Patricia 
Kersey.  

Survivors include her hus-

band, Melvin Dolan, Jr.; daugh-
ters, Mary Elizabeth Spence and 
Kayla Marie Spence of Caldwell; 
stepsons, Jamie Dolan (Allison) 
of Princeton, WV, Jason Dolan 
of Ronceverte, and Timmy 
Dolan (Tonya) of Union; broth-
ers, Marvin Ensley Vance (Ash-
ley) of White Sulphur Springs, 
and Edward Lake Kersey, Jr. of 
White Sulphur Springs; sister, 
Chrystal Lynn McMillion (Rob-
ert) of White Sulphur Springs; 
grandchildren, Uriah Zavian 
Spence, Eila May Morton; step-
grandchildren, Jeremy, Andrew, 
Abby, Hannalee, Caysen, Ally, 
Bailey, Peyton, Becca, Kristen 
and Justin Dolan; and several 
nieces, and nephews. 

Visitation was held on Mon-
day, Sept. 20, at the Morgan Fu-
neral Home Chapel, Lewisburg. 
The funeral service was held on 
Tuesday, Sept. 21, at the funeral 
home. Burial followed in the 
Anderson Cemetery, Roncev-
erte.

Online guestbook may be 
signed at www.morganfh.net.

Basil Wilbur Forren, Jr.

Lewisburg-Basil Wilbur For-
ren, Jr., 68, passed away Sunday, 
Sept. 19, 2021, at Peyton Hos-
pice House in Lewisburg.

Born Mar. 10, 1953, at Ron-
ceverte, he was a son of the late 
Basil Wilbur Forren, Sr. and 
Christine Thompson Forren.

Basil was a long-distance 
truck driver, retired from the 
WV Department of Highways 
and was an avid hunter.

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
wife of 35 years, Linda L. Jen-
kins Forren.

He is survived by daughter, 
Leslie Forren Baker of Ronce-
verte; two granddaughters, Da-
kota Baker and Riley McNeil; 
grandson, Nathan Chewning; 
sister, Patricia Jenkins of Lewis-
burg; brother, Jeffrey Allen For-
ren of Roanoke, VA; two special 
friends, Billy Jo Burns, and Al-
lan Thomas; and several nieces 
and nephews.

A Memorial of Life Service 
will be held at 4 p.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 25, at Graystone Bap-
tist Church with Pastor Youel 
Altizer offi ciating.

The family will receive 
friends one hour prior to the ser-
vice at the church on Saturday.

Wallace & Wallace Funeral 
Home in Lewisburg is in charge 
of arrangements. Please send 
online condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

Velma Carter

Sinks Grove (Fort Spring)-
Velma Carter, 90, passed away 
Monday morning, Sept. 20, 
2021 at her residence with her 
family by her side.

Mrs. Carter was the oldest 
child of the late Carl E. and 
Blanche E. Smith Briggs. She 
was born Jan. 15, 1931, in 
Gastonia, NC.

Velma was a member of 
Mt. Vernon United Method-
ist Church. She was an em-
ployee of Gateway Industries 
in Ronceverte, where she was 
affectionately called Grandma 
by her co-workers. She had a 
long work history.  She was a 
former employee of Kellwood 
Co., the Chicken Plant in Ron-
ceverte and Carden’s Restau-
rant in Alderson, WV, years 
ago where she developed her 
love of cooking and the fi ne 
art of pie making that she con-
tinued to use for all of the Mt. 
Vernon UM Church’s annual 
Pie Suppers.

Other than her parents Vel-
ma was preceded in death by 
her husband, James W. Carter; 
two granddaughters, Amanda 
Michelle Greenway and Re-
becca Susan Greenway; son, 
Kenneth Lee Carter; and broth-
ers, Benny Carroll and Joseph 
Wayne Briggs.

Surviving Velma are her 
daughter, Freda Gale Green-
way of Alderson; sons, Don-
ald Carter (Susie) of Alderson, 
Nat Carter (Jeannette) of Sinks 
Grove, Brian Carter (Joan) of 
Sinks Grove, and Kevin Cart-
er (Kathi) of Covington, VA; 
grandchildren, Chad Carter, 
Adam Carter, Joshua Green-
way and D. C. Carter; great-
grandchildren, Mya, Eden and 
Cora Jean and Grayson, Ryan 
and Landyn; all her grandchil-
dren at Gateway Industries;  
and sisters, Shirley Brown, and 
Lois Briggs, both of Gastonia, 
NC.

The family will have a walk 
through visitation on Friday, 
Sept. 24, from 6 until 8 p.m. at 
the Wallace & Wallace Funeral 
Home in Ronceverte. Masks 
will be required while attend-
ing the visitation.

A private immediate fam-
ily graveside service will held 
Saturday, Sept. 25, with Rev. 
Dr. Jeffrey Kanode and Kathy 
Keadle, CLM offi ciating.

The family would like to 
thank all who were involved 
with Velma’s care.

Wallace & Wallace Funer-
al Home in Ronceverte is in 

charge of arrangements. Please 
send online condolences by 
visiting www.WallaceandWal-
laceFH.com

Robin Prescott Blake

Ronceverte-Robin Prescott 
Blake, 47, passed away on Sun-
day, Sept. 19, 2021, at Greenbri-
er Valley Medical Center. 

Robin was born Dec. 11, 1973, 
in Ronceverte. He was a son of 
the late Roger Pryor Blake, Sr., 
and Mary R. Flack.

He was also preceded in death 
by a brother, Roger Pryor Blake, 
Jr.

Robin enjoyed hunting, fi sh-
ing, cooking and making people 
laugh.

Survivors include his fi ancée, 
Jeanne Vance of Ronceverte; 
sisters, Valarie Hinkle and hus-
band Tony of Alta, and Kimber-
ly Honaker and husband Mark 
of Ronceverte; nieces, Brittney 
Hinkle, Brooke Hinkle, Alexis 
Blake; nephews, Billie Hon-
aker and Aron Blake; and great-
niece, Olivia Leatherman.

The funeral service was held 
on Thursday, Sept. 23, 2021, 
at Wallace & Wallace Funeral 
Home in Ronceverte. Burial fol-
lowed in Rosewood Cemetery.

Visitation was held before the 
service.

Pallbearers were; Mark Hon-
aker, Tony Hinkle, Billie Hon-
aker, Josh Murphey, Rob Mor-
gan and Wade Ennis.

Please send online condolenc-
es by visiting www.Wallaceand-
WallaceFH.com

Constance Manchester

Lewisburg- On Tuesday 
morning June 29, 2021 the 
world lost a shimmering light. 
Constance (Connie) Manchester 
of Lewisburg, WV, died peace-
fully in her sleep beside her hus-
band, John, at their home after a 
courageous, six-month struggle 
with breast and spinal cancer.

A Celebration of Life ceremo-
ny will be held on the lawn at 
Carnegie Hall in Lewisburg on 
Saturday, Sept. 25, at 11 a.m. 
with a reception to follow.

In lieu of fl owers, please con-
sider making memorial con-
tributions in her memory to: 
Greenbrier Valley Master Gar-
deners, PO Box 278, Frankford 
WV 24938 or Greenbrier Valley 
Chorale, PO Box 1413, Lewis-
burg WV 24901.

Please send online condolenc-
es by visiting www.Wallaceand-
WallaceFH.com

Emily Miller, Au.D.Kristin D. Shockey, Au.D.

 

COGNITIVE DECLINE
RISK AWARENESS &
HEARING HEALTH DECISIONS

A 25-year study shows hearing aid 
use can reduce the progression of 
cognitive decline in older adults.

THE SOONER, THE BETTER. 
Many people with gradual 

hearing loss delay vital testing.

did
YOU
know?

Using your hearing, just like exercising a 
muscle, makes it stronger and more effective. 
Reduced hearing stimulation due to untreated 
hearing loss can lead to atrophy of functional 
brain pathways. This can negatively  impact 
hearing ability and speech comprehension and 
may increase the risk of dementia.
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NEW RESIDENTS WANTED BY:

Greenbrier Greeters
If you have recently moved to this area, 

please contact us for a free welcome visit.
We would be glad to share gifts and information about the area, 

provided free by local businesses and professional services.

Heather Blake, Owner 304-646-2624

greenbriergreeters@gmail.com

WV workers face increased COVID risks. State offi cials haven’t acted, but a Biden plan could protect thousands.

NRCTC Foundation announces 
2021-22 scholarship awards

New River Community and Techni-
cal College Foundation is pleased to 
announce scholarship recipients for the 
2021-2022 academic year. 

“Congratulations to these outstanding 
students who are pursuing certifi cate and 
degree programs and working toward 
their future careers,” said New River 
CTC Executive Director of Institutional 
Advancement and College Foundation 
Michael Green. 

New River CTC students apply for 
scholarships to assist with tuition, fees, 
books, and other college expenses. 
Scholarships are awarded based on aca-
demic merit, program of study, commu-
nity service and fi nancial need. 

“We are grateful to the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors and generous donors 
who are helping New River CTC stu-
dents. Our goal is to award $125,000 in 
scholarships each year,” Green said.  

The local New River CTC Foundation 
2021-22 scholarship awardees are as fol-
lows:

Bridgette Altizer, Renick, New River 
CTC Foundation Scholarship; 

Kaeley Asbury, Lewisburg, Hollowell 
Dawkins Foundation Scholarship and 
Madlyn E. Fort Scholarship;

Logan Brooks, Lewisburg, Donald Ru-
nyon Scholarship, Herkness Mathemat-
ics Scholarship, and John L. Stewart, Jr. 
Scholarship; 

Jo Chestnut, White Sulphur Springs, 
Gail C. Collins Memorial Scholarship 
and Mary B. Nickell Foundation Schol-
arship; 

Demetrius Cousins, Lewisburg, Clar-
ence A. “Bussie” Allen Scholarship and 
Ron and Lucie Refsland Scholarship; 

Braylenn Dowdy, White Sulphur 
Springs, Hollowell Dawkins Foundation 
Scholarship; 

Kaitlyn Grimmett, Lewisburg, Donald 

Runyon Scholarship, Judy D. Campbell 
Scholarship and Marie Leist Foundation 
Scholarship; 

Brandon Hoke, Lewisburg, Hollowell 
Dawkins Foundation Scholarship; 

Haley Holliday, Smoot, Babe and Sid-
ney Hyatt Scholarship; 

John Keeling, Rainelle, Katherine Pat-
terson Scholarship and Robert Patterson 
Scholarship; 

Mikenzi Karleigh McMullen, Marlin-
ton, Veronica Blanton Nursing Scholar-
ship; 

Jayden Osborne, Rupert, McElhenney-
Fry-Kirven Scholarship; 

Andrew Seldomridge, Maxwelton, 
Hollowell Dawkins Foundation Scholar-
ship; 

Alicia Tallman, Marlinton, David B. 
McClung Memorial Scholarship, Hol-
lowell Dawkins Foundation Scholarship 
and Elizabeth Runyon Scholarship; 

Chasten Taylor, Marlinton, Edward D. 
Knight, Jr. Scholarship, Helen Virginia 
Chadwick Irons Scholarship and Old 
Stone Presbyterian Scholarship; 

Michael Tetreault, II, Lewisburg, Hol-
lowell Dawkins Foundation Scholarship; 

Michael Tetreault, III, Lewisburg, Ben-
jamin Fort Teacher Scholarship, Jeanne 
and Lawson Hamilton Scholarship, and 
Marie Leist Foundation Scholarship; 

Jessica Walkup, Rupert, David and 
Bertha Moshy Scholarship, George and 
Helen Aide Scholarship, Helen Virginia 
Chadwick Irons Scholarship, and Horace 
McGraw Scholarship; 

Mackenzie Winnings, Rainelle, Regi-
nald and Nelle Dixon Scholarship and 
Ruth King Scholarship.  

For more information about scholar-
ship available through the New River 
CTC Foundation, visit www.nrctcf.org, 
email Foundation@newriver.edu or call 
304-929-6734.  

Sam Harshbarger 
spends most of his work 
day at the Kroger grocery 
store in Barboursville on 
the fl oor with customers.

“There’s no way for me 
to really social distance 
when you’re completely 
surrounded by other cus-
tomers,” said Harshbarg-
er, who oversees shelf 
stocking, product order-
ing, and display making.

As COVID-19 cases 
rise, Harshbarger has 
been hoping for a mask 
mandate, an order from 
the government or his 
employer that would re-
quire masks. Starting last 
Friday,   Kroger is requir-
ing all workers — vac-
cinated or not — to wear 
masks again, he said. But 
that change stops short of 
returning to a mask man-
date for all customers. 
Meanwhile, West Virgin-
ia COVID-19 intensive 
care hospitalizations and 
ventilations have never 
been higher and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention now rec-
ommends everyone wear 
masks indoors in areas 
of substantial virus trans-
mission.

Gov. Jim Justice has 
balked at reinstituting a 
mask mandate that would 
help protect frontline 
workers like Harshbarger, 
saying the move would 
be too divisive and would 
“fragment” the state. And 
the governor faces fi erce 
opposition against man-
dates from some Repub-
lican legislators, who are 
mulling a special session 
to address the issue.

Still, some of West Vir-
ginia’s largest employers 
have been acting, going 
beyond a mask mandate 
to require vaccinations of 
their workers. And the big 
employers that don’t will 
soon face a federal vac-
cine or frequent testing 
requirement.

Late last week, Presi-
dent Joe Biden an-
nounced the Department 

of Labor would issue an 
emergency rule requir-
ing all businesses with 
more than a 100 employ-
ees to require workers to 
be vaccinated against the 
coronavirus or get tested 
weekly.

“We’re going to protect 
vaccinated workers from 
unvaccinated co-work-
ers,” Biden said.

State government lead-
ers, including West Vir-
ginia Attorney General 
Patrick Morrisey, said 
they will fi ght the mea-
sures.

“State AGs, including 
WV, will not tolerate such 
blatant & illegal federal 
overreach from @PO-
TUS,” Morrisey wrote in 
a tweet Thursday night.

During a press briefi ng 
Friday, Gov. Jim Justice 
called this requirement an 
“overreach by the federal 
government beyond be-
lief.”

“It threatens our free-
doms and lots of different 
things about us,” he said. 
“I am absolutely ada-
mantly against it.”

But a top state business 
leader’s immediate reac-
tion was nowhere near as 
negative about the Biden 
plan.

Steve Roberts, presi-
dent of the West Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce, 
said on Friday morning 
that he had not yet heard 
any criticism from mem-
ber businesses.

“We have within our 
membership companies 
that want to stay open and 
want to be able to operate 
and very much want us to 
avoid another COVID-re-
lated shutdown,” he said.

Roberts cautioned that 
his organization needs 
more time to review the 
Biden plan before taking 
a formal position.

‘Not much of an in-
convenience’

It was July 6, 2020 — 
almost four months into 
the pandemic. There were 
110 new COVID-19 cas-

es, contributing to an 83 
daily case average for that 
week.

Justice signed an ex-
ecutive order — effective 
the next day — requiring 
all West Virginians 9 and 
older to wear a face cov-
ering at all indoor public 
places where social dis-
tancing couldn’t be main-
tained, with a couple of 
medical exemptions.

“I know it’s an incon-
venience, but it’s not 
going to be much of an 
inconvenience,” the gov-
ernor said.

That mask mandate 
stood for nearly a year, 
until Justice lifted it on 
June 20, a day that saw 
only 39 new cases. Cases 
at the time were lower 
than they’d been since 
the beginning of the pan-
demic, and, even though 
the state had one of the 
worst vaccination rates in 
the country, vaccination 
access was widely avail-
able.

Since then, things have 
gotten far worse. Last 
week, 38 West Virgin-
ians died from COVID-19 
between Wednesday and 
Friday.

“In [not making an-
other mask mandate], I’m 
trying with all in me to 
keep us together,” Justice 
said during a Wednesday 
press briefi ng. “Because I 
know the very second we 
start to fragment and we 
start to run in all kinds of 
different directions, we’ll 
get worse.”

As of last week, only 
about 52% of eligible 
West Virginians (12 or 
older) were vaccinated 
against the coronavirus. 
The Delta variant, which 
is more than twice as con-
tagious as previous vari-
ants and which current 
research indicates may 
cause more serious symp-
toms, has a fi rm grip on 
the state.

Without a statewide 
mandate, some of West 
Virginia’s largest em-
ployers — all health com-
panies — have acted on 
their own to protect their 
workers.

WVU Medicine, the 
state’s largest private 
employer, not only re-

quires those older than 2 
entering its hospitals and 
clinics to wear face cov-
erings, but it has man-
dated that all employees 
be fully vaccinated by the 
end of October.

The Charleston Area 
Medical Group told 
its employees that, after 
Oct. 15, they wouldn’t be 
scheduled for work until 
they received the neces-
sary vaccination doses. 
Mountain Health Net-
work also has a vaccine 
requirement for workers. 
So does Mon Health.

But among other large 
employers, neither masks 
for non-employees or 
vaccines for employees 
are required at the mo-
ment, though they will all 
fall under Biden’s emer-
gency rule requiring vac-
cination or regular test-
ing. While West Virginia 
Kroger stores continue 
to request that customers 
wear masks, Harshbarger 
said that hasn’t been a 
requirement since Justice 
lifted the mandate.

Walmart and Lowe’s 
stores in the state also 
don’t have a customer 
mask requirement.

At Kroger, where 
workers are represented 
by a union, UFCW Local 
400 spokesman Jonathan 
Williams said the union 
supports a mask mandate 
for all, as well as any pro-
gram that increases vacci-
nations to protect custom-
ers and coworkers

“The frustrating thing 
for us is when companies 
say we can’t enforce the 
mask mandate for cus-
tomers, but you can’t 
walk into a grocery store 
with your shirt off with-
out getting kicked out. 
Why should it be differ-
ent with a mask?”

Williams said that as 
of Sept. 3, that there had 
been 370 COVID cases 
among employees at the 
33 West Virginia Kroger 
stores where his union 
represents workers, with 
a notable surge in the pri-
or week.

He said the union is 
not opposed to vaccine 
mandates as long as they 
offer paid sick leave for 
those experiencing side 
effects from the shots and 
include exemptions for 
workers who are unable 
to get vaccinated.

James Menees, a 
Kroger spokesman, 
said the company fol-
lows CDC guidance and 
strongly encourages cus-
tomers, even those vacci-
nated, to wear masks, and 
that the health and safety 
of everyone remains a top 
priority.

“We’re encouraging 
our associates and our 
customers to be vaccinat-
ed as well,” he said

Justice, though, has 
said he doesn’t approve 
of requiring vaccina-
tions for state employees, 
and state workers will 
not be covered under 
Biden’s emergency rule. 
A spokesman for the gov-
ernor did not respond to 
emailed questions.

Small businesses and 
mask mandates

For some small busi-
nesses, the lack of a re-
newed mask mandate 
presents new challenges 
to dealing with custom-
ers amid the pandemic’s 
resurgence.

Samuel Bonasso, 
owner of Quantum Bean 
Coffee in Morgantown, 
requires all his customers 
to wear masks.  Early in 
the pandemic, the coffee 
shop removed its tables, 
went to takeout only and 
required masks.

The only thing that’s 
changed since was a 
short period of time when 
masks weren’t required.

“Vaccination numbers 
were up, case numbers 
were down, we let our 
mask rule fall to recom-
mended and all the way 
down to personal prefer-
ence,” he said.

But cases went up, and 
West Virginia maintained 
its low vaccination rate.

And Quantum Bean 
Coffee changed too, re-

quiring masks again.
“We ask you to wear a 

mask so we can keep our 
doors open,” Bonasso 
said.

He said a mandate from 
the state would help small 
businesses.

“COVID is becoming a 
very opinionated thing at 
this point. Like it or love 
it or not, that’s the way it 
is,” he said. “And a busi-
ness owner saying, ‘This 
is our rule’ puts them 
right in the middle of that 
opinion, back and forth 
with customers, which is 
just a tough place to op-
erate a business. And no 
one has been trained in 
that. There’s just nothing 
to prepare you for that.”

Todd Coyle, who runs 
Charles Town’s Bushel 
& Peck, a small nonprofi t 
grocery store with local 
and regional goods, said 
it’s harder for small busi-
nesses to require and en-
force mask policies than a 
much larger store.

“Everything’s tougher 
when you’re small,” he 
said.

Only in July did Bushel 
& Peck allow custom-
ers in its stores for the 
fi rst time since the pan-
demic began. It had sold 
its goods through curb-
side pick up until then. 
When it opened its door, 
it did so with the request 
that all customers wear 
masks, and Coyle said 
most customers do so.

The effect of a cus-
tomer refusing to support 
his business because of 
a mask requirement — 
or of a customer leaving 
the store because an-
other is making a scene 
about a requirement — is 
felt more severely by a 
small business. And his 
store, which only has two 
workers beyond himself, 
doesn’t have a huge cor-
poration over it to help 
out, Coyle said.

“An unfortunate situ-
ation can potentially re-
ally hurt — can ruin your 
day,” he said.

By Douglas Soule 
for Mountain State Spotlight

This story was originally published by Mountain 
State Spotlight. For more stories from Mountain State 

Spotlight, visit www.mountainstatespotlight.org.

NEWS@MOUNTAINMESSENGER.COMNEWS@MOUNTAINMESSENGER.COM
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HELP WANTED

WE ARE HIRING FULL 
TIME EMPLOYEES. For 
more information contact 
Cutting Edge Lawn Care 
at 304-772-3609.   or 
304-646-4255

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE
OLD TIME HERITAGE 
APPLES. Summer Ram-
bo, Wolf River, and Fall-
awater. Pick your own. 
$18 per bushel. Call 304-
645-7318.
VERY LARGE COLLEC-
TION OF OLD PAINT-
INGS BY LISTED ART-
IST, ALFRED ZWIEBEL. 
Most are beautifully 
framed. Some are done 
in oil and some in pas-
tels. Call 681-318-0195.

NOTICE
CASH FOR VINTAGE 
CLOTHING. Old clothing 
lying around your attic, 
basement, closet, or barn? 
I buy old, vintage, and an-
tique clothing. Holes and 
stains fi ne! Text/call Jane 
at 503-351-2012. Located 
in Elkins.

HELP OUT
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your 
donation helps fund the search for 
missing children. Accepting Trucks, 
Motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast Free 
Pickup -Running or Not -24 Hour Re-
sponse -Maximum Tax Donation -Call 
(888) 515-3814 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED 
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION! 
Your donation helps education, preven-
tion & support programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX 
DEDUCTION 1-888-981-8027

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943’

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now Avail-
able!  Get GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your service with you 
when you travel!  As low as $109.99/
mo! 833-586-1598

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-844-358-7158.

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus 
taxes for 12months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions apply. W/ 
24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd year. 
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is 
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 months 
with CHOICE Package. Watch your 
favorite live sports, news & entertain-
ment anywhere. One year of HBO Max 
FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer Sat-
isfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call for 
more details! (some restrictions apply) 
Call 1-844-373-2749

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 1-855-767-6026

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-

NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A 
NEW SHOWER? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design consul-
tation. Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-833-385-1415 today to see how you 
can save $1,000 on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/wvps

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the Research 
& Development pros and presented to 
manufacturers.  Call 1-877-689-0664 
for a Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consultation.

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions be-
ing reviewed. Comprehensive Servic-
es: Consultation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/WV

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

If You Only Use It 
Once A Year...

Why Not Rent It 
Once A Year?

152 N. SENECA TRAIL
FAIRLEA, WV

304-645-7326

Y O l U

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
�������	
����������

������������

All Utilities Included. 
On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Regardless of Age.
,

Robert C. Byrd Clinic
Family Medicine Practice

Visit Our Website Career Page For More Details:
www/rcbclinic.org/career

JOIN OUR TEAM
LPN +CCMA

Fourth Way Properties
Check out available properties at
4thwayproperties.com

FOR RENT

Call Terry or Isela @
(304) 647-8943

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

~

SUNSET TERRACE MOTEL
106 POMERY CIRCLE, LEWISBURG

Furnished room with small refrigerator, 
microwave TV, WiFi,  and coin operated 

laundry room.  Pet friendly, quarter mile from downtown 
Lewisburg, local shops and restaurants. All utilities 

included plus security deposit. Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures and details.

$750 Monthly, 
$375 Weekly

MONTHLY FURNISHED ROOMS

Ronceverte Village 
Apartments

Newly Renovated
2 Bedroom Units Available!

Rent Based on Income
Call Today 304-645-1671 

or 304-645-7119
Equal Housing Opportunity

                                                                                    

CONTRACTORS FOR WESTROCK 
IN LOW MOOR, VA HIRING AN 

INDUSTRIAL ELECTRICIAN
Experience: Applicant must have VA or WV 
Journeyman’s Electrical License required. Also, some 
PLC knowledge and AC/DC drive experience preferred. 
We have rotating shifts with possible overtime,
must have your own tools.
Benefits: Paid Holidays, Health, Dental, Life Insurance, 
& 401k Retirement with company match incentive, and 
Paid vacation, as well as Safety Attendance Celebration 
and a Christmas Bonus.
Training Provided: Summit Safety, Fork Truck, 
Lock-Out Tag-Out, Cary Deck Cranes, PLC, Hydraulic/
Pneumatic, Rockwell and much more. We are as they 
call it a steppingstone Promo within.
Apply: Please send resume to – P.O. Box 196, Low Moor, 
VA 24457. OR email david.nicelyii@westrock.com or 
denise.megginson@westrock.com.

Robert’s Tree Service
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Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties
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STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
#����$��%&��'���(304) 661-4086
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Roberts’ Tree Service

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E
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FOUR SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM:
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beginning at 1 p.m. in the afternoon, on the 4th day of October 2021.
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Delinquent and Nonentered lands for sale at public auction
Continued from previous page
CERT  YEAR  NAME1  NAME2  DESCRIPTION  DISTRICT
NO SOLD
132237 2018 WAIT MARIE  LTS 32 & 34 (CONS 2 TRACTS) FORREN SUR CL CERT .94-S-62 RONCEVERTE CORP
    70X100X115X100
132238 2018 DUNWOOD LLC  0.110 AC (FEE) BOWLES F STREET 71X50X75X92 RUPERT CORP
132239 2018 DUNWOOD LLC  CUTLIP ST, RUPERT 100X100 FROM VIERS/DEP COMM RUPERT CORP
132240 2018 LILLY STEVEN LEE  .11 AC MINERAL & TIMBER ONLY CORNER POCAHONTAS ST RUPERT CORP
    PT LOTS 8, 9, 10 OF BLOCK 9 PT LOTS 8, 9, 10 OF BLOCK 9
132241 2018 WHITELAW BLAIR R WHITELAW BLAIR R 4.00 AC OR LOT 66 (FEE) RSVY WESTRIDGE NORTH SOUTH WHITE SULPHUR CORP
132242 2018 AGEE D W & DOROTHY  LOT 25 ROSE G HALL ADD WSS 55X150 LEWIS WHITE SULPHUR CORP
132243 2018 AGEE D W & DOROTHY H  LOT 26 ROSE G HALL ADD WSS 50X150X80X150 LEWIS LEWIS WHITE SULPHUR CORP
132244 2018 BANK OF AMERICA  72X30X70X48 FT (B) FROM MCKINNEY N OF RIP VAN WINKLE RD WHITE SULPHUR CORP
    ON WSS CORP LINE ON WSS CORP LINE
132245 2018 BANK OF AMERICA NA  AC .04 (D) FROM MCKINNEY W OF RIP VAN WINKLE RD WSS WHITE SULPHUR CORP
    CORP LINE WSS CORP LINE
132246 2018 COLLINS J W  ACREAGE .11 (D) LT 17 BLK 3 KESSLER ADD 50X100 S OF SLS 17 WILLIAMSBURG
    S OF SLS 17
132247 2018 COLLINS J W  ACREAGE .11 (D) LT 18 BLK 3 KESSLER ADD 50X100 S OF SLS 17 WILLIAMSBURG
    S OF SLS 17
132248 2018 COLLINS J W  LT 20 BLK 1 KESSLER ADD 50X100 S OF SLS 17 WILLIAMSBURG
132249 2018 VILLARS JACALYNN A WEBER  0.114 AC R/W MCNEEL-WEBER WILLIAMSBURG 
   

Any of the aforesaid tracts or lots may be redeemed by any person entitled to pay the taxes thereon at any time prior to the sale by payment to the Deputy Commissioner of the total amount of taxes, interest, and 
charges thereon up to the date of redemption. Lands listed above as escheated or waste and unappropriated lands may not be redeemed.

Given under my hands this 5th day of August 2021.

     G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
     Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and 
     Nonentered Lands for Greenbrier County

L E G A L

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Education of the County of Pocahontas will sell at a public 

auction to the highest bidder, the following hereinafter described real estate, together with any buildings, 
structures and other improvements located thereon (the “Real Estate”) on: Friday, November 12, 2021 AT 
2:00 p.m., at the Real Estate (parking will be available at the Green Bank Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment parking lot). A site visit for interested bidders will occur on November 1, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. (also 
beginning at the Green Bank Fire and Rescue Department parking lot).

REAL ESTATE DESCRIPTION:
 All of that certain tract of land in the Green Bank District, Pocahontas County, West Virginia, 
 situate along State Route 92 and 28, consisting of approximately 96.40 acres, and comprising 
 Parcels 3 and 3.1 on Tax Map 66B for the year 2020. Reference is made to Deed Book 129, 
 Page 402, and Deed Book 356, Page 357.
 A complete legal description and plat as surveyed are available upon request.

TERMS OF SALE:
Sale of the Real Estate will be made by the Board by public auction to the highest bidder. The Board has 

set a minimum bid of $250,000 for the sale of the Real Estate. At the conclusion of the sale, the successful 
���������		������
���������������������������������������������������	�����������������������������������
���������������������	���������	����������������������������������������������	�������������������������������
date of sale, by mailing or delivering the same to the Board. If the successful bidder fails to deliver the total 
purchase price within the prescribed time, the deposit shall be returned and the Board may proceed to resell 
the property or, at the discretion of the Board, convey the property to the next highest bidder if such bidder 
will honor his bid. The Board reserves the right to reject any bid that in its opinion is inadequate. The Board 
reserves the right to accept or reject such other terms as to payment or delivery of payment as may be made 
and to be agreed to by the Board and the bidder in advance of the sale.

The Board also reserves the right to continue the sale of the Real Estate from time to time by oral proc-
lamation, which continuation shall be in the sole discretion of the Board. Should the Board not appear at 
���������������������������	����������������������������������������������	�����������������������
the Board to make further inquiry. Please direct any inquiries regarding the sale to Sherry Radcliff, 304-
799-5017 or email sradcliff@k12.wv.us. Any sale may be conducted or adjourned by the designated agent 
of the Board.

Conveyance will be made by Deed, subject to all governmental charges and assessments, utility charges, 
easements, covenants, rights-of-way, conditions and restrictions of record. Every lot or parcel of the Real 
Estate, and any improvements located thereon, are sold in “AS IS” condition. The Board does not make any 
representations or warranties as to the physical condition of the Real Estate. Risk of loss or damage will be 
the purchaser’s from and after the sale. All settlement fees, costs of conveyance, examination of title and 
recording charges shall be at the expense of the purchaser. The Board makes no representations regarding 
the state of title to the Real Estate. Additional terms and conditions shall be announced at sale.

L E G A L Do you want government 
taking more control?

��������	
����������		������	���������������
The West Virginia Legislature is 
considering taking Greenbrier County  
legal ads and public notices out of  
the Mountain Messenger and onto a 
state government-controlled website in 
Charleston. 

Contact your legislator today and tell them you 
want your legal ads and public notices in the 
Mountain Messenger:

�������������� 
(304) 357-7959

stephen.baldwin@wvsenate.gov

Jack Woodrum
(304) 357-7849

jack.woodrum@wvsenate.gov

Barry Bruce
(304) 340-3131

barry.bruce@wvhouse.gov

�	����	������
(304) 340-3129

todd.longanacre@wvhouse.gov
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Congresswoman Miller announces $2.5M for Pocahontas County Broadband Project

The Hub releases new 
hours of operation

The Hub Café and Tech Express have updated 
their days and hours of operation after listening to 
community feedback. Both the Café and Tech Ex-
press will be closed on Mondays and Tuesdays, and 
open from Wednesday through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. with dinner pickup from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

Hub Café and Tech Express closed Monday - 
Tuesday; open Wednesday - Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m.

The Café is doing a staggered reopening, start-
ing with their dinner specials, which will begin on 
Wednesday, Sept. 22. The following week the Café 
will be open starting Wednesday, Sept. 29.

“These new hours and days will help us be much 
more consistent throughout the year and allow us to 
properly serve quality café fare and dinners while 
prioritizing our High Rocks Educational Corpora-
tion mission to educate, empower and inspire young 
people in West Virginia,” reads a social media post.

What can you expect from the Hub Café’ this year? 
• Homemade bagels, specialty cream cheese 

spreads and bagel sandwiches, pepperoni rolls, yum-
my coffee, espresso, teas, smoothies and handcrafted 
Italian sodas.

• Baked goods from Fruits of Labor, Inc.: cookies, 
brownies and Danishes - oh my! 

• Dinner specials Wednesday through Friday. 
• Free for kids 18 and under, $5 for adults. 
• A friendly atmosphere and a welcoming staff.
“We are hiring baristas and technicians 14 years 

and up. Please contact us for details. Our food, drinks 
and services are all provided to you from a learning 
environment and we are so proud to have students 
learn and earn while they serve their community. We 
look forward to seeing you soon!

High Rocks Educational Corporation 
receives $1.4M from Appalachian Regional 
Commission’s POWER Initiative

GOT LEGALS?
EMAIL LEGALADS@MOUNTAINMEDIANEWS.COM

The High Rocks Educational Cor-
poration was awarded $1,499,924 
by the Appalachian Regional Com-
mission (ARC) to create the West 
Virginia Jobs Network to create 
pathways for employers and job 
seekers to fi ll existing jobs with 
support to align the right candidates 
to the right opportunities in 54 West 
Virginia counties.

This award is part of a nearly 
$46.4 million package supporting 
57 projects across 184 coal-impact-
ed counties through ARC’s POWER 
(Partnerships for Opportunity and 
Workforce and Economic Revital-
ization) Initiative. POWER targets 
federal resources to communities af-
fected by job losses in coal mining, 
coal power plant operations, and 
coal-related supply chain industries. 
Additional support for the West Vir-
ginia Jobs Network is provided by 
AmeriCorps, Claude Worthington 
Benedum Foundation, and many 
other funders across West Virginia. 

“The downturn of the coal indus-
try has impacted economies across 
Appalachia. That’s why ARC’s 
POWER initiative helps to lever-
age regional partnerships and col-
laborations to support efforts to cre-
ate a more vibrant economic future 
for coal-impacted communities,” 
said ARC Federal Co-Chair Gayle 
Manchin. “Many of the projects we 
announced today will invest in edu-

cating and training the Appalachian 
workforce, nurturing entrepreneur-
ship, and supporting infrastruc-
ture - including broadband access. 
These investments in our Appala-
chian coal-impacted communities 
are critical in leveling the economic 
playing fi eld so our communities 
can thrive.”

“We are so thrilled to bring in-
vestment to fi ve anchor partners 
across WV to bring the WV Job 
Network to life. Our four partners, 
Generation West Virginia, Coal-
fi eld Development, the First2 Net-
work, and Bristol Connect, join our 
AmeriCorps partners across the 
state to bring the West Virginia Jobs 
Network to life,” said High Rocks 
Educational Corporation Execu-
tive Director Sarah Riley. “We are 
excited to connect young people in 
search of opportunity in the Moun-
tain State with employers who are 
struggling to fi ll their employment 
needs with quality hires.” 

Since POWER launched in 2015, 
ARC has invested more than $287.8 
million in 362 projects across 353 
coal-impacted counties. The nearly 
$46.4 million awarded today is pro-
jected to create/retain over 9,187 
jobs, attract nearly $519.5 million 
in leveraged private investments, 
and be matched by $59.2 million in 
additional public and private funds 
across the Region. 

ARC is working with Cham-
berlin/Dunn LLC, a third-party 
research fi rm, to closely monitor, 
analyze, and evaluate these invest-
ments. A new report, published 
today in conjunction with the an-
nouncement, found that projects 
funded through POWER grants met 
or exceeded targets for jobs retained 
and/or created, businesses created, 
workers trained, and revenues in-
creased. Chamberlin/Dunn is con-
tinuing to monitor POWER invest-
ments and make recommendations 
to ARC for ongoing pro grammatic 
effi ciencies.

For 25 years, High Rocks has 
been educating, empowering, and 
inspiring young people in West Vir-
ginia. From their transformational 
summer camps to their youth en-
trepreneur programs, High Rocks 
is dedicated to supporting West 
Virginia’s future leaders today. For 
more information about High Rocks 
visit www.highrocks.org.

The Appalachian Regional Com-
mission (www.arc.gov) is an eco-
nomic development partnership 
agency of the federal government 
and 13 state governments focus-
ing on 420 counties across the Ap-
palachian Region. ARC’s mission 
is to innovate, partner, and invest 
to build community capacity and 
strengthen economic growth in Ap-
palachia.

Congresswoman Carol Miller (R-WV) 
announced an Appalachian Regional 
Commission (ARC) POWER grant worth 
$2,500,000 to the Pocahontas County 
Commission for the Pocahontas County 
Broadband Project.

The project will install 258,720 linear 
feet of broadband fi ber bringing high-
speed internet access to 1,011 households 
and 24 businesses in Pocahontas County.

“Building up broadband is critical to 

the revitalization of West Virginia, es-
pecially in the Third District,” said Con-
gresswoman Miller. “This project will 
better connect our rural communities, 
provide opportunities for new business 
investments, and modernize the Moun-
tain State as we move further into the 
21st century. I’m happy to join my friend 
and Commission President Helmick in 
announcing this welcomed grant for 
Pocahontas County.”

“On behalf of the people of Pocahon-
tas County and Pocahontas County Com-
mission, we are grateful that we have 
received notice that we will receive $2.5 
million that’s been appropriated through 
the Appalachian Regional Commission 
for the purpose of building internet ser-
vice and our very remote area. It’s been 
a pleasure working with Congresswoman 
Miller and state representatives in secur-
ing this funding,” said Pocahontas Coun-

ty Commission President Walt Helmick. 
In addition to ARC Partnerships for 

Opportunity and Workforce and Econom-
ic Revitalization (POWER) funds, lo-
cal sources are contributing $1,083,000, 
bringing the total project funding to 
$3,583,000. This grant is one of 14 ARC 
POWER grants awarded to West Virginia 
for the development of coal communi-
ties. The 14 grants announced this week 
total more than $12 million.
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Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-918-8270

Are you at risk  
for stroke or 

cardiovascular disease?
Screenings are easy, painless 

and non-invasive.

Call Life Line Screening at  
855-915-3562

Special Offer for Readers
5 screening package for $149

Family Dollar 
and Dollar Tree 
‘combo’ store 

opening in Rainelle
Dollar Tree, Inc. recently announced its new 

Family Dollar and Dollar Tree “Combo” store 
opening in Rainelle. This brand new Combo 
store format combines Family Dollar’s trusted 
brands and great value with Dollar Tree’s in-
credible $1 fi nds.

The 11,434 square foot store is scheduled to 
open on Thursday, Sept. 30, and will be lo-
cated at 24 Main Street, Rainelle, WV 25962.

In addition to providing everyday low prices 
and a broad assortment of essential products, 
the Family Dollar section of the store will offer 
frozen and refrigerated food, a large selection 
of pantry goods, beauty and health merchan-
dise, household supplies, basic apparel, baby 
and toddler necessities, pet food, electronics, 
toys and home décor. 

With more than 4,000 items for just $1 each, 
shoppers will discover new treasures every 
week in the Dollar Tree section of the store, 
including balloons and party supplies, Hall-
mark greeting cards, seasonal decorations and 
holiday gifts, DIY crafting essentials, school 
necessities and much more.

“Small towns have historically had very 
limited retail options and shoppers often trav-
el long distances to meet all of their shopping 
needs, but we are changing that,” said Kay-
leigh M. Painter, Dollar Tree’s Investor and 
Media Relations Manager. “Family Dollar 
and Dollar Tree are teaming up to provide the 
Rainelle community with a brand new, close-
to-home store experience that offers incred-
ible value on everyday products and exciting 
$1 deals.”

To save even more, shoppers can instantly 
receive digital coupons through Family Dol-
lar’s Smart Coupons program. To access the 
additional savings, download the Family Dol-
lar mobile app* or create an account online 
at www.FamilyDollar.com/smart-coupons. 
*Standard message and data rates may apply.

The Combo stores typically employ six to 
10 associates. To apply online, please visit 
www.FamilyDollar.com/careers.

A Look Back 

By William “Skip” Deegans
This week’s 1929 photo shows the Bank 

of Renick. On the left is Mary Rapp Calli-
son and on the far right is the cashier, J.R. 
Baxter. The bank was established in 1909 
and capitalized with $25,000. The original 
incorporators include A. D. Williams of 
Marlinton; B. A. Rapp, M. P. Hanna, and 

O. P. Kinsley of Falling Spring; and D. B. 
Rapp of Lewisburg. The population of the 
Falling Spring district that includes Re-
nick was 5,689 in 1910 - more than twice 
the population of the Lewisburg district. 
The bank building still stands.

Sources: The Greenbrier Independent, 
U. S. Census

Courtesy of Greenbrier Historical Society

By William “Skip” Deegans
Apparently, this photo from about 

1900 was used to illustrate the num-
ber of outdoor sports off ered by the 
Allegheny Collegiate Institute (ACI) 
in Alderson. Shown are tennis rack-
ets, baseball gloves, fi shing rods, 

hunting rifl es and shotguns, and 
lacrosse sticks. It would be nearly 
100 years later that lacrosse began to 
catch on in West Virginia as a com-
petitive high school sport.

Founded in 1888, ACI was Al-
derson’s fi rst high school. It was 

coeducational from the beginning 
and evolved into a college. It moved 
to Philippi, West Virginia, when it 
merged with Broaddus College and 
became Alderson-Broaddus College. 

Source: Th e Rise and Fall of Alder-
son by Th omas W. Dixon, Jr.

Courtesy of the West Virginia Regional History Center.

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.
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PUZZLE ANSWERS PAGE 8

BEST
STEAKS
IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Crab Cakes
Served with potato, vegetable, salad & bread.

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg
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Advertising Locally
Lets Your Target
Customers Know
Exactly What You 

Have To Offer!
Call Debra Today

To See How The Mountain Messenger

Can Help You Reach Your

Ultimate Business Goals!

304-647-5724

Grow
Your 
Business!

Dear Recycle Lady,
Haven’t I read in the past that all bubble wrap prod-

ucts are recyclable?  The larger air pillows have recy-
cling emblems on them, but the sheets or rolls of smaller 
honeycomb bubbles do not. I see that your Greenbrier 
Recycling Center Guidelines say that bubble wrap prod-
ucts aren’t accepted there, but are they ALL recyclable 
at store drop-offs for plastic bags, etc? Thank you.

Questioning my Memory!
Dear Questioning my Memory,
If the bubble wrap has the recycle symbol with a 2 

or 4 in it, it is recyclable with plastics at store drop-off 
sites. If the recycle symbol is missing, it is questionable. 
The best advice for any plastic fi lm without a symbol 
seems to be “When in Doubt, Throw it Out.” Don’t risk 
contamination of other recyclable materials. Instead 
of recycling the bubble wrap, it can be dropped off at 
PostNet on Route 219 North, across the road from the 
ABB building.  PostNet reuses bubble wrap, brown pa-
per, and Styrofoam peanuts for packaging and shipping 
packages.

Dear Recycle Lady,
I have accumulated several hardback textbooks that 

are out of date. I know paperback books can be recycled, 
but what about hardback books? Can they be recycled?

Avid Reader
Dear Avid Reader,
You are correct that paperback books can be recycled 

with magazines. However, the Recycling Center is no 
longer accepting hardback books. Previously, the com-
pany that accepted them had a program to hire handi-
capped workers to tear out the pages of the books for 
recycling, offering them both employment and social-
ization. Unfortunately, COVID restrictions brought 

an end to the program. Hopefully, it will be reinstated 
when the pandemic is over, and the Recycling Center 
will again be able to accept hardback books.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Can used aluminum pie pans be recycled? 
Baker & Recycler
Dear Baker & Recycler,
Yes, aluminum pie pans can be recycled. They are re-

cycled with aluminum foil; not with aluminum cans. As 
with all recyclables, be sure the pans are clean and dry. 
Food contaminates not only aluminum, but also all types 
of recyclables.

Good News: Queensland, Australia is tackling plastic 
pollution by banning businesses from selling or supply-
ing some plastic and polystyrene products.  This policy 
is their fi rst stage of a wider ban that could see cuts of 
other products such as coffee cups and heavy-duty plas-
tic bags. According to spokesperson Meaghan Scanlon, 
the ban is an attempt to reduce the number of single-use 
plastics that end up in the oceans each year. 

Interesting Fact: Mimi, Free The Ocean’s co-found-
er, recently discovered a plastic water bottle washed up 
on the Oregon Coast from South Korea. It had travelled 
over 5,000 miles! What a great example of how far away 
what we throw away can go!

Have questions about recycling, or interesting infor-
mation about recycling? Send questions or requests to 
recyclelady@greenbrier-swa.com. Dear Recycle Lady 
is sponsored jointly by the Greenbrier Recycling Center 
and Greenworks Recycling.
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STEPPIN’ OUTSTEPPIN’ OUT
Craft and Vendor 
Show set for 
October 1 and 2 
in Ronceverte

There will be a Crafter and Vendor Show at 
the American Heritage Music Hall in Ronce-
verte on Friday, Oct. 1 from 2 to 7 p.m., and 
Saturday, Oct. 2, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

All set up fees from the Crafter and Vendor 
Show go to the music hall.

Some crafters and vendors participating in 
the show include Helen Dosier, Asbury; Kay 
Shafer, Lewisburg; Melissa Miller, Covington, 
VA; Millie Arbaugh, Asbury; Dale and Linda 
Stidom, Lewisburg; Kimberly Baker, Roncev-
erte; Kimberly Pierson and Michelle Hughes, 
Ronceverte; Diamonds and Pearls Boutique, 
Covington, VA; Sonya Shafer, Greenbrier Val-
ley Dyes, Lewisburg; Tamera Crookshanks, 
Clintonville; Karen Campbell, Ronceverte; 
Darlenia Killen, Rainelle; Rita Lawhorne, Al-
derson; Alexandria Hedrick, Lewisburg; Lori 
Wiseman and Mackenzie Capaldo, Gap Mills; 
Cheyenne Tucker, Crawley; Madison Jackson, 
Maxwelton; Ada Fagg, Covington; Kariann 
Pipkin, Lewisburg; Christoper and Elizabeth 
Alonso, Ronceverte; and April Polzin Holmes, 
Caring Acres Farm, Lewisburg; with several 
other vendors pending.

There will be a large variety of craft items 
including seasonal items for fall, Christmas, or 
everyday decor. There will be Paparazzi jew-
elry, Avon, Color Street Nails, and other ven-
dor items.

Concessions will be available from vendor 
and raffl e items, with proceeds going to the 
music hall. There will also be daily door priz-
es. Those with questions should contact 304- 
646-3580.

The music hall is located 496 Island Park 
Road in Ronceverte (the former skating rink).

The music hall is a nonprofi t organization 
of local musicians promoting American Heri-
tage Music. Open jam sessions are held every 
Tuesday from 7 to 10 p.m. with a $7 admission 
charge per person. Live bands perform every 
second and fourth Saturday from 7 to 10:30 
p.m. with a $10 admission charge per person.

Our audience provides food for everyone to 
share. The music hall is a smoke and alcohol-
free environment with fun and dancing for all 
ages.

The phone number for the music hall is 304-
645-4667.

Equestrian Show Jumping Event 
coming to The Greenbrier

October First Friday set for Oct. 1

GVT stages Austen’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’ this fall
Watchers of media and art 

have long been fascinated by 
period set movies and television 
shows. Downton Abbey and 
The Crown have delighted audi-
ences for years before Bridger-
ton recently hit Netfl ix this past 
December. There is something 
that we fi nd fascinating in to-
day’s modern era thinking back 
to times of horse drawn carriag-
es, being courted with quilled 
love notes, and seemingly put-
ting on more layers of clothing 
than anyone could imagine.

Greenbrier Valley Theatre 
(GVT) is gearing up towards 
their own Georgian era produc-
tion with an adaptation of a Jane 

Austen classic. This adaptation 
of Pride and Prejudice is writ-
ten by Kate Hammill, who has 
steadily been making a name 
for herself as a writer over the 
last decade, being named “Play-
wright of the Year” in 2017. 
This alluring take on the novel 
will not only delight audiences 
with its classic essence, but will 
set a tone with its added wit, 
humor, and contemporary rel-
evance.

Producing Artistic Direc-
tor Matthew Scott Campbell 
(SSDC) will be making his 
inaugural directorial debut at 
GVT with Pride and Prejudice. 
Though the text is still based on 

Austen’s original work, he says 
that there will be twists to set 
the piece apart from a common-
place production.

Campbell says, “The dialogue 
doesn’t feel dated or old - it 
feels relevant. The characters 
are heightened in many ways. 
Even though we will see them in 
period dress and get an essence 
of the time, we will be able to 
relate to them on a personable 
level. There is a nice sense of 
those who love Jane Austen, 
and those who are a little bit 
scared of Jane Austen to come 
into the same room together and 
have a good evening enjoying 
the show.”

Pride and Prejudice, original-
ly slated to be a part of the 2020 
season at GVT prior to the the-
atres temporary closure, is be-
ing supported by a NEA award-
ed grant. While the original plan 
was to have a much larger cast, 
the show will now be comprised 
of eight actors, many of whom 
play multiple parts. Campbell 
remarked he is excited about the 
challenge of making sure each 
character is distinct and distin-
guishable. 

Whether you are a literary 
buff that has read every Aus-
ten novel twice or you thought 
Jane Austen was a member of 
old royalty, this play is sure to 

delight.
Pride and Prejudice will open 

on Sept. 24 and run through Oct. 
9. General masking will be re-
quired while at the theatre and 
during the performances. Please 
see the theatre’s website for 
more information. Tickets are 
$30 for general seating, $27 for 
senior citizens age 60 and above, 
and $20 for students. There will 
also be opportunities for high 
school students to receive free 
tickets to the production. Please 
see the theatre’s website gvthe-
atre.org for more information. 
Tickets are available by calling 
the box offi ce at 304-645-3838 
or online at gvtheatre.org

 Celebrate First Fridays After Five in 
downtown Lewisburg on Friday, Oct. 
1, from 5 to 8 p.m. with complimentary 
tastings, live music, festive beverages, 
and special offers throughout town.

Briergarten will be gearing up for 
their inaugural Oktoberfest on Oct. 9. 
Stop by during First Friday for a mug 
of the coldest beer in town! Enjoy beer 
specials and check out their new mer-
chandise while you learn about the Oct. 
9 event lineup. You might even see the 
gang dressed in some traditional Ger-
man dirndls and lederhosen and the 
event taking shape! (121 Stratton Alley 
Suite 9, 304-520-4039)

Better Home and Gardens Real 
Estate Central will be featuring metal 
art fl owers & wreaths by Mimi Karnes. 
Stop in to greet Mimi and view her 
awesome work. (1018 Washington 
Street East, 304-201-7653) 

Ronceverte native Julie Conner will 
be signing copies of her children’s 
book, “It’s My Time To Fly” at The 
New Chapter from 6 to 8 p.m. (922 
Washington Street West, 681-318-
3501)

The Hub Café will be offering sam-
ples of their pumpkin spiced lattes and 
fruit smoothies. Maya Coleman will be 
available for tarot readings. They will 
also have stations for baby pumpkin 
painting for kids. (232 North Lee Street 
[Behind Lee Street Studios], 304-647-
4994)

The Greenbrier Valley Visitors 
Center welcomes fall with an evening 
of art and music! The “Art in the Val-
ley” series features the Greenbrier Art-
ists 2021 annual exhibit titled “Our 
Best New Work.” This show, on dis-
play in the Visitors Center Gallery, in-
cludes paintings, photography, collage, 
and woodturning by Greenbrier Art-
ists, a group which currently numbers 
over eighty members. The Art Alcove 
spotlights two local artists, longtime 
potter Diana Feather Hunt of Mud-
woman Arts, with her show “Culinary 
Cuties and Vital Vessels” and jewelry 
designer Willow Kelly of Wandering 
Willow. Stop in to meet the artists and 
enjoy an opening reception from 6 to 
8 p.m. Music throughout the evening 
will be provided by The Rust Brothers 
(Bob, George and Jim) and members 
of G.R.O.U.P., Greenbrier River Opti-
mistic Ukulele Players. The Alderson 

Quilters and Crafters Guild will also 
be on hand with raffl e tickets for their 
beautiful 2021 “rent quilt.” Don’t miss 
the fun! (905 Washington Street West, 
304-645-1000) 

Greenbrier Valley Theatre is pro-
ducing an Austen classic with a twist. 
The theatre welcomes high school 
students and staff with a free ticket 
opportunity. Stop by or call ahead for 
details. (1038 East Washington Street, 
304-645-3838)

Stop by the Sheena Pendley Design 
& Photography Studio to say hello! 
Haven’t booked with them yet? Now’s 
your chance. Autumn is the perfect 
time of year for photos! Stop by and 
take a look at their framed prints and 
photographic albums to see the unique 
products and tailored client experience 
they offer. (846 South Court Street, 
304-646-9452) 

Live Music by Nick Durm and Ran-
dy Gilkey at The Asylum. (399 Ran-
dolph Street East, 681-318-3515)

Pop in to Patina to enjoy live Celtic 
music by Patrick O’Flaherty and com-
plimentary beverages & Girl Scout 
cookies. (1046 Washington Street East, 
304-520-4960)

First Fridays is sponsored by City 
National Bank and the shops and res-
taurants of downtown Lewisburg. For 
more information go to visitlewisburg-
wv.com, FaceBook, or call 304-645-
4333.

A new sporting event, the ArenaMend 
Classic, is coming to The Greenbrier 
Oct. 13-17, and the competition, which 
features the highest level of show 
jumping, will bring with it some of the 
top riders in the world. Olympic riders 
such as Tokyo 2020 Individual Gold 
medalist Ben Maher and USA Team 
Silver medalists Laura Kraut, McLain 
Ward and Kent Farrington will all be at 
America’s Resort to compete for prize 
money totaling $746,000.

Want to get in on the action? VIP 
tickets can be purchased for $4,500 for 

a bar top or $5,500 for a table. Each 
seats four and includes access to the 
entire weekend. Food and beverage 
will be provided by The Greenbrier’s 
award-winning culinary team and can 
be purchased a la carte. Day tickets can 
be purchased for casual viewers at a 
cost of $45 per day.

Other events throughout the week-
end include a Verite Wine Dinner with 
a custom farm-to-table menu and the 
Stonestreet Wine Dinner with a custom 
three-course menu.

“The vision behind this spectacular 

event is to combine historic, luxuri-
ous, and active amenities with the raw 
athleticism and the striking beauty of 
equestrian jumping. So often in our 
sport, venues don’t encourage inclu-
siveness and camaraderie, but with the 
opportunity to bring world-class show 
jumping to one of America’s most 
spectacular resorts , with its array of 
sporting activities, we are able to create 
inclusiveness for a weekend of active 
enjoyment.”

To purchase tickets or to learn more, 
go to https://bit.ly/39ooBZn
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WE SELL
RHINO LININGS

ALL ROADS
LEAD TO MIDSTATE!

 Seven Straight Years

THIS IS A PRIVATE OFFER FROM THE DEALER. MUST PRESENT AD AT THE TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE ALL DISCOUNTS. DEALER IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, LICENSE OR $250.00 DOC FEE. 529795-1

870 NORTHSIDE DRIVE | SUMMERSVILLE, WV | 304-872-5555 | MIDSTATEFORDWV.COM
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38 MINUTES FROM BECKLEY • 1 HR. 15 MIN. FROM PRINCETON • 1 HOUR FROM LEWISBURG

Joe Minnich
Sales Manager

Brian Hill
Sales Consultant

Danny Groves
Sales Consultant

Doug McClung
Sales Consultant

Nate Kelly
Finance Manager

Steve Short
Sales Consultant

Andrew Woods
Sales Consultant

Larry Hayhurst
Sales Consultant

Patrick Thomas
Sales Consultant

Adam McCoy
Sales Consultant

Tim LeRose
General Manager

Adam Thomas
General Sales Manager

Kyle Bailey
Finance Manager

P R E - O W N E D 

Why Buy From Us?
DO IT FOR BABY JON!!!

Get The Truck You Want 
At The Best Price Around!

Big Jon Has
The Prices for Truck Month

If You Want A Truck, 
Check Out Our 

LARGE Selection!

STK#  U10565 REMOTE START, NAVIGATION
STK#  U10615

REMOTE START, FX4 OFF RD PKG
STK#  U10655

2016 CHEVROLET 
SILVERADO CREW CAB 4WD

2017 FORD F-150 XLT 
SUPER CREW 4WD

2016 FORD F-150 XLT 
SUPER CREW 4WD

2016 FORD F-150 XLT 
SUPER CREW 4WD FX 4

2019 RAM 1500 
4WD QUAD CAB

2017 GMC SIERRA 
1500 CREW CAB 4WD

2017 FORD F-150 LIMITED 
SUPER CREW 4WD

2019 TOYOTA TUNDRA 
TRD PRO CREWMAX 4WD

2016 FORD F-150 
XLT EXT CAB 4X4

2017 FORD F-150 XLT 
SUPER CREW 4WD

2018 FORD F-150 
XLT CREW CAB 4X4

2019 FORD F-150 LARIAT 
CREW CAB 4X4

2020 FORD F-150 
LARIAT CREW CAB 4WD

2015 CHEVY SILVERADO 
1500 LT CREW CAB 4WD

2017 FORD F-150 
XLT CREW CAB 4X4

2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
1500 1LT CREW CAB 4WD

2018 FORD F-150 
XLT CREW CAB 4X4

2018 FORD F-150 
XLT CREW CAB 4X4

2019 FORD F-150 
XL EXT CAB 4X4

2018 FORD F-150 
XL EXT. CAB 4X4

2015 FORD F-150 
LARIAT CREW CAB

2019 RAM 1500 CLASSIC 
SLT CREW CAB 4WD

2020 FORD RANGER 
SUPER CREW XLT 4WD

2018 FORD F-150 
XLT CREW CAB 4X4

2019 FORD F-150 
LARIAT CREW CAB 4X4

2020 FORD F-150 
RAPTOR CREW CAB 4X4

$$$$

$$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$$

$$$$

$$$

$$$

OFF RD PKG, REMOTE START, NAVIGATION
STK#  U10641

STK#  U10604

STK#  U10643

STK#  U10690

STK#  U10811

REMOTE START
STK#  U10719

STK#  U10650

REMOTE START, NAVIGATION
STK#  U10708

FX4 OFF RD PKG, LEATHER, REMOTE START
STK#  U10772

LEATHER, REMOTE START, HEATED SEATS
STK#  U10703

STK#  U10753

SPORT APPEARANCE PKG
STK#  U10856   |   17K  M ILES

REMOTE START, NAVIGATION
STK#  U10736   |   34K  M ILES

REMOTE START, MOONROOF
STK#  U10826   |   31K  M ILES

RECARO SEATS, REMOTE START, MOONROOF
STK#  U10877   |   26K  M ILES

XLT CREW CAB 4X4

1500 1LT CREW CAB 4WD

XLT CREW CAB 4X4

XLT CREW CAB 4X4

XL EXT CAB 4X4

XL EXT. CAB 4X4

LARIAT CREW CAB

SLT CREW CAB 4WD

NAVIGATION, REMOTE START
STK#  U10760

STK#  U10677

STK#  U10863

STK#  U10723

STK#  U10844   |   37K  M ILES

STK#  U10706   |   32K  M ILES

LEATHER, REMOTE START, NAVIGATION
STK#  U10681

STK#  U10758   |   38K  M ILES

$36,999

$38,999

$38,999

$37,999

$37,545

$38,999

$39,999

$37,999

LOADED!

LOADED!
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