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Nature’s Way
By Karen Cohen
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See “DMV Holiday Schedule” _____ Page 2

DMV announces alternatives 
for service during holidays
In keeping with the goal of providing excellent cus-

tomer service, DMV Commissioner Everett Frazier 
would like to remind customers that many services will 
still be available during the upcoming holiday week-
ends.

“Our online services portal is available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week for anyone that wants to take ad-
vantage of our many transaction opportunities, such as 
driver’s license and vehicle registration renewal, at the 
WVDMV website, dmv.wv.gov.” Other online services 

Starbucks announces Lewisburg 
branch opening for 2022

By Sarah Richardson
At the Dec. 21 Lewisburg City Council meeting, Planning and Zoning Offi cer Mar-

sha Cunningham announced that Starbucks is coming to the Greenbrier Valley. Their 
new location will be in the left side of the Wal-Mart parking lot, in front of the tire 
and automotive section, and will offer a drive through as well as indoor and outdoor 
seating.

“We are getting a Starbucks,” she announced, “but it won’t be until the spring or 
the fall that they are working on it. They did everything they were supposed to, gave 
us all the legal parts that we needed, and Planning Commission looked at the plans 
and thought everything looked good. They discussed questions with the [Starbucks] 
gentlemen and they have recommended it to City Council for recommendation for 
approval.”

Jason Donahue, representing Starbucks, said, “We really appreciate the working 
relationship we’ve had with the city over the last couple of months. We look forward 
to being a part of your community, we are very excited.”

City Council approved the site plan, the preliminary plat, and the subdividing of the 
Wal-Mart parking lot. 

The fi nal plans will be presented at the February Planning Commission meeting. 

2022 Shanghai Parade canceled

Greenbrier Valley nabs several wins 
in ‘Best of West Virginia’ contest

Dream Tree for Kids donates toys 
to Good Tidings for Kentucky

Celebrating its 11th season, The 
Greenbrier’s Dream Tree for Kids cam-
paign distributed $1 million worth of 
toys to more than 160 organizations on 
Dec. 14, helping to assure that children 
throughout West Virginia and beyond its 
borders have at least one gift to open on 
Christmas morning. 

These gifts, purchased by the Justice 
family, are carefully selected to provide 
an educational or active component. 
More than 70 Team Members at The 
Greenbrier volunteered to help distribute 
the toys to organizations from six states 
during the distribution event. The organi-
zations transported the gifts back to their 
locations and will distribute to children 
from newborns to 15-year-olds in need of 
assistance this holiday season.

At the end of the Distribution Day pro-
cess, approximately 1,000 toys remained. 
These toys were donated to the Good 
Tidings for Kentucky to be distributed 
to children impacted by the tornadoes in 

Kentucky earlier this month. White Sul-
phur Springs native Kimberly Lester cre-
ated the organization, knowing the impact 
of natural disasters after losing her mother 
in the 2016 fl oods that devastated so much 
of Greenbrier County. The group will de-
liver toys and other items collected from 
the community to the small town of Bre-
men, Kentucky, where 12 residents lost 
their lives. 

“The Dream Tree project has helped 
bring smiles to so many children over the 
past 11 years,” said Jill Justice, DO, Presi-
dent of The Greenbrier. “Those families 
trying to pick up their lives after the di-
saster in Kentucky have been through so 
much, and we’re hopeful that we can help 
give them at least one positive moment on 
Christmas morning as their recovery con-
tinues.”

To learn more about The Greenbrier’s 
Dream Tree for Kids project, visit Green-
brier.com/DreamTree.

By: Adam Pack
The annual Shanghai Parade, scheduled for New 

Year’s Day every year, has been canceled due to con-
cerns over rising Covid case numbers. 

With the arrival of the Omicron variant in West Vir-
ginia, case numbers are expected to tick up, meaning 
this Lewisburg tradition will be on ice until next New 
Year’s Day. 

Gov. Justice appoints 
Michael Honaker to 
42nd District seat in 
House of Delegates

By: Adam Pack
West Virginia Living magazine’s annual “Best of West Virginia” contest has come 

to a close, and now that the fi nal votes are in, the Greenbrier Valley seems to have 
been superbly represented in almost every category available. Finishing up in Octo-
ber, the contest breaks the amenities and attractions of the state into six categories: 
Travel, Culture, Drink, Food, Shopping & Services, and Towns. Thousands of voters 
from all over the state have participated.

With entrants in nearly every category, Lewisburg and the Greenbrier Valley have 
a great deal to be excited about. The specifi c placements that local businesses and 
purveyors achieved are as follows:
Towns:

Best Downtown: First Place - Lewisburg
Most Inclusive Town: First Place - Lewisburg

Travel:
Best Campground: Third Place - Watoga State Park
Best Casino: Second Place - The Greenbrier Casino
Best Golf Course: First Place - The Greenbrier
Best Resort: Third Place - The Greenbrier
Best Spa: First Place - The Salt Cave and Spa, Second Runner Up - The Greenbrier
Best Unique Tourist Attraction: First Place - Lost World Caverns

Culture:
Best Fair/Festival/Event: First Place - The West Virginia State Fair

Drink:
Best Brewery: Third Place - Greenbrier Valley Brewing Company
Best Cidery: First Place - Hawk’s Knob
Best Coffee House: Third Place - The Wild Bean
Best Local Watering Hole: Third Place - Big Draft Brewing

Food:
Best Barbeque: Third Place - Road Hog’s Barbeque
Best Brunch: First Place - The French Goat, Second Place - The Humble Tomato
Best Butcher: Third Place - Swift Levels Meats
Best Chef: Second Place - Jared Masters (The French Goat)
Best Fine Dining: First Place - The French Goat
Best Pepperoni Roll: Third Place - The Humble Tomato

Shopping & Services:
Best Antique/Vintage Store: Third Place - Patina
Best Bank: First Pace - Bank of Monroe
Best Independent Bookshop: Third Place - A New Chapter
Best Independent Jeweler: Second Place - Lewisburg Diamond and Gold
 Best Place to Buy Women’s Apparel: Third Place - Wolf Creek
Best Real Estate Agency: First Place - Greenbrier Real Estate Services

Gov. Jim Justice appointed Michael Honaker of Lew-
isburg to the West Virginia House of Delegates, repre-
senting the 42nd District. The district covers parts of 
Greenbrier, Summers, and Monroe counties.

“I know Michael is going to do a great job represent-
ing the people of the 42nd District and I am honored to 
make this appointment,” Gov. Justice said.

Honaker fi lls the vacancy created by the resignation 
of Barry Bruce earlier this month and will serve the re-
mainder of the unexpired term.

“I am honored that Governor Justice has appointed me 
to this position and I look forward to fervently repre-
senting the citizens of the 42nd District in the Legisla-
ture of West Virginia,” Honaker said.
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PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

Thanks for making us your 
local listening choice!

Today’s 
Rock

Greenbrier Valley’s Talk 
and News Headquarters

Your Classic 
Hits Station

The Classics 
and Today’s 

Country

DMV Holiday Schedule                 Continued from Front Page

MONIKA
Monika is a three-year-old 
female pit bull terrier mix and 
weighs 70 pounds.

SUGAR
Sugar is a 

one-year-old 
female mixed 

breed and 
weighs 40 

pounds. 

These and other animals are available at the Greenbrier Humane Soci-
ety, located at 151 Holiday Lane off  of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. They 
are closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from 11 a.m. through 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adopƟ on fee is $65 and covers spay/neuter surgery, fi rst 
kiƩ y vaccinaƟ ons, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and 
fl ea treatment.

Their dog adopƟ on fee is $85 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
fi rst dog vaccinaƟ ons, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, 
fl ea bath and fl ea treatment.

They also off er donaƟ on-based spay/neuter vouchers, and clinics 
are fi lled on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. They use a lot of vets 
in the area but the clinics fi ll up fast! Fill out an applicaƟ on to help 
prevent animal overpopulaƟ on! Call 304-645-4775 for more infor-
maƟ on.

Streaming available on radiogreenbrier.com

The Greenbrier West Cavs PLAY HERE.....

WKCJ

To Our Valued Friends & Customers

Sending Our Best Wishes For A Merry and Bright Christmas.

Hope It Delivers Everything On Your Wish List!

From All of Us at Mountain Messenger
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include the ability to pay your reinstatement fees, check your driver’s license status, 
change your address, apply for duplicates, and more.

Additionally, all regional offi ces have a drop box located outside of them for trans-
actions like titling, registration renewals, and dealer work. Work dropped off at any of 
the drop box locations will be processed the following week. DMV also has several 
kiosks located around the state in Kroger and Sheetz locations that are available when 
the stores are open.

All DMV regional offi c-
es and Headquarters will 
be closed for in-person 
transactions beginning 
with a half day on Thurs-
day, Dec. 23, at 12:30 
p.m., and reopening on 
Monday, Dec. 27. Offi ces 
will close again on Thurs-
day, Dec. 30, at 12:30 
p.m., and will resume 
normal business hours on 
Monday, Jan. 3.  

Please visit the DMV 
website for more infor-
mation, including a list 
of kiosk locations and the 
online services portal.
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Briefl y

Mountain Messenger
The Weekend Newspaper for the Greenbrier Valley

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1985
Strengthening Community and Promoting 

Diversity in the Greenbrier Valley

Mountain Messenger’s
Properties & Lifestyles

Our high-gloss, magazine style 
featuring area real estate 

www.mountainmessenger.com 
The most extensive website dedicated 

to the Greenbrier Valley 

How to Contact Us:
Phone  (304) 647-5724 
Fax  (304) 647-5767 
Mail  P.O. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901
Address  122 N. Court Street, Lewisburg 
Web page  mountainmessenger.com 
E-mail  ads@mountainmessenger.com 

Office Hours
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday -Friday 

Subscriber Services
Editorial:
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Public Meetings
Gbr. Co. Farmland Protection Board
will meet Thursday, Dec. 9 at 10:30 a.m. at 804 Industrial 
Drive, Suite 5, in Maxwelton. The public is invited to at-
tend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The public is 
invited to attend.

Greenbrier County Commission
will meet Tuesday, Dec. 28, at 10 a.m. in Room 132. LIVE 
STREAM from https://www.facebook.com/gbrcourthouse/
**PUBLIC HEARING on the possible changes to magis-
terial districts, precincts, and polling place locations.
On the agenda:
• Approve Minutes - Dec. 14, 2021 regular meeting
• Settlements of Estates
• Exonerations/County Splits/Consolidations
• Financial Approvals
 - Arts & Recreation Transfer
 - Budget Revisions
 - Line Item Transfer
 - Pay Bills
• New Business
 - Consider signing the fi nal order on election map 
  changes presented to the Commission on Dec. 14   
  and Dec. 28
 - Consider new hire of Victim’s Advocate for Sheriff’s 
  Dept. (grant funded)
 - Consider a lease purchase agreement for properties 
  owned by Steve Morgan in Ronceverte
• Construction Project 
 - Consideration of any necessary actions related to 
  the design, acquisition, construction and equipping of 
  the Greenbrier County Courthouse Project, 
  specifi cally including, but not limited to, any aspects 
  of the construction contract. 
 - Consideration of one or more requisitions related to 
  the Greenbrier County Courthouse Project. 
 - Update on status of Greenbrier County Courthouse 
  Project. 
 - Consideration of any necessary actions related to 

fi nancing for Greenbrier County Courthouse Project. 
 - Consideration of any and all actions related to the 
  foregoing. 

For the Record

Eleanor J. Markum and Tammy K. Washington to 
Lawrence Lee Arbaugh to Mildred Jean Arbaugh, 0.6 
Acres, Old Brushy Ridge Road, Blue Sulphur Springs 
District
McKimmon Graham and Darlene C. Graham to Aaron 
Graham, 10 Acres, Anthony Creek District
Dreamland Acres, L.L.C., and Thomas A. Vance and 
Cynthia Lee Vance to Kathy Sue Alvis, James Aubrey 
Alvis IV, and Garret Michael Alvis, 574.45 Acres, Mead-
ow Bluff District
Kevin L. McClintic and Marwa G. McClintic to Alfred A. 
Lierman and Ruta Lierman, 5,000 Sq. ft., City of Ron-
ceverte
Kelly M. Lopez to Samuel Spottswood Taliaferro, III, 
Lot No. 8, Greenbrier Sporting Club, White Sulphur 
District
G. Hunt Rounsavall and Synthia R. Rounsavall to Mi-
chael Griffi th and Kathleen Griffi th, Lot No. 5, Meadows 
Estates Neighborhood, White Sulphur District
Tim D. Teelin and Torseth-Teelin to ATB Copeland, 
LLC., Lot No. 26, Copeland Hill Neighborhood, White 
Sulphur District
Tracy Evans to Kevin L. Sawyers and Angela Feam-
ster, 26,712 Sq. ft., Smoot, Meadow Bluff District
Loretta Dodson Williams, Frances Dodson Alderson 
and Naoma Dodson McClung, to Frances Louis Dod-
son Alderson, 3.367 acres, Crawley, Meadow Bluff Dist.
Vikey Carnes and Douglas Preston Carnes to Adam B. 
Dolin and Shannon Elizabeth Dolin, 1.0 acre and 9.0 
acres, White Sulphur District
David M. Moore to Ruh Roh LLC., 10.58 Acres, Mead-
ow Bluff District
James Shulz to Bear Knob Holdings, LLC., 16 acres, 
Meadow Bluff District
Joseph M. Dean to Vicky Browning and Joda Brown-
ing, 1.01 Acres, Meadow Bluff District
Lisa Angle, Ester A. Roberts, Ernest Angle and Lynn 
Angle, Michael Brackenridge, to Elizabeth Verona, 
0.64 Acres, Meadow Bluff District
Ralph Edwards Muhs and Martha K. Muhs to Angela 
Frisby and Erik Stapleton, Lot No. 5, The Woodlands, 
Fort Spring District and Lot No. 5A, 1.653 Acres, Mead-
ow Bluff District
Darren Hanna and Heather Hanna to Darrin E. Cherry 
and Kelly Cherry, Lot No. 15, Addition Two, Echols 
Acres, Lewisburg District
Keith Katrie Straw and James B. Straw to Stuart Manor 
Family Limited Partnership, 26.37 acres, Fort Spring 
District
Norman L. Fleshman to David W. Harvey and Helen 
L. Harvey, Lots Nos. 48 and 49, Town of Rainelle, 
Rainelle Municipality
Donald L. Smith and Gloria Jean Smith to Stuart Don-
ald (Rocky) Smith, 0.63 acres, Falling Springs District
Susan Simms Boehringer to John Michael Altizer and 
Tammy Stone Altizer, 74.857 acres, Parcel No. 17, 
Blue Sulphur District
The Greenbrier Sporting Club Development Comp., 
Inc., to Thomas J. Hartland, Lot No. 47, The Ridges on 
Greenbrier Mountain Phase Two, Greenbrier Sporting 
Club, White Sulphur District
Kimberly S. Honaker and Mark D. Honaker to Gregory 
Waugh, Lots Nos. 73 and 75 (part), Ronceverte Cor-
porate District
Wayne F. Hoke to Elaine L. Hoke and Constance H. 
Reeves and Elliott W. Reeves, II to Berkley Farms, 
LLC, 78 acres, Lewisburg District
Douglas Warren and Patricia O. Warren and John E. 
Warren Jr. to Joseph L. Warren and Carolyn N. War-
ren, 22.074 acres, Fairview Road, Lewisburg District
Mary Ann Roberts to Kenneth D. Long and Kayla D. 
Long, 1.35 acres, Town of Rupert
Blue and Gold Properties, LLC., to Adam Whanger and 
Candance Whanger, Lot No. 79, City of Ronceverte
Ronald P. Brothers to JNT Holdings Inc., Lot No. 11, 
Price Run Crossing Subdivision, Lewisburg District

Deeds

Stephen John Martini, Shelbyville, IN, speeding, 
NCP, fi ne $10
Donovan Lee Hall, Lackey, speeding, GP, fi ne $6
Rodney Eugene Williams, Chesapeake, WV, burn 

during prohibited hours, NCP, fi ne $100
Rodney Eugene Williams, Chesapeake, WV, open 

burning of solid waste/refuse, NCP, fi ne $100

Greenbrier County 
Magistrate Court Convictions

Christmas Cantata
The 2021 Community Christmas Cantata is set for 
Dec. 18 at 8:30 p.m. in the Chapel of The Greenbrier 
and Dec. 19 at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary of First Bap-
tist Fairlea. As in the past, the cantata is under the di-
rection of Jeff Bryant and will feature a live orchestra 
accompanying the choir. To receive more information 
on this year’s cantata or a full list of safety protocol 
measures to be followed, please email FBC’s church 
offi ce at fbcsharp@gmail.com or call 304-645-3533.

American Heritage Music Hall, Inc.
located at 496 Island Park, Ronceverte, is open to the 
public, all welcome, handicap accessible. Listeners and 
tourists welcome. Admission $7 Tuesday nights, $10 
Saturday - Audience provides food. Doors open at 7 
p.m. Jam & Dance every Tuesday 7 to 10 p.m. Friday 
New Year’s Eve Dance on Dec. 31 will also feature 
Ivan & the Outlaws from 7 to Midnight. The Music 
Hall is available for weddings and parties. For more 
information call the Music Hall at 304-645-4667; Bill 
Evans at 304-392-6079; Grace Poe at 304-992-5852. 

100th Birthday Invitation
Clayton Tyree will celebrate his 100th birthday on 
Jan. 9, 2022! A birthday party in his honor will be 
held at the Dutch Haus Restaurant on Sunday, Jan. 9 
from 1 to 4 p.m. All are welcome. No presents, please. 
In lieu of presents you may bring a donation or some-
thing the Animal Shelter can use.

Shepherd’s Center plans meetings 
for January, February 2022
The Shepherd’s Center of Greenbrier Valley is excited 
to announce that there will be several opportunities 
for virtual and in person meetings for the months of 
January and February. Events will include virtual Cof-
fee Talk on Jan. 6, at 10 a.m. via Zoom, Book Group 
on Jan. 13, at 10 a.m. at the Lewisburg United Meth-
odist Church Asbury Room, virtual Coffee Talk on 
Feb. 3, at 10 a.m. via Zoom, Book Group on Feb. 10, 
at 10 a.m. at the Lewisburg United Methodist Church 
Asbury Room, and a Lunch and Learn on Feb. 17, 
at 11:30 a.m. at the Lewisburg United Methodist 
Church. For the virtual events, zoom links will be 
sent out via email and through the Shepherd’s Center 
Facebook page. If you are interested in participating 
in the virtual or in person events, please contact our 
offi ce at 304-645-4196 for more information.

Ferguson selected for inaugural Emerging 
Leaders Scholarship to Davis & Elkins College

Willow Ferguson, a senior at Greenbrier East High 
School, has been awarded a $10,000 per year Citizens 
Bank of West Virginia Emerging Leaders Scholarship 
to Davis & Elkins College for a total of $40,000 over 
four years.

Davis & Elkins, Citizens Bank of West Virginia and 
WDTV partnered to offer the unique scholarship com-
petition. All 2022 West Virginia high school graduates, 
whether attending a public, private or homeschool, with 
a 3.25 or higher GPA were eligible to apply. Impressed 
with the high caliber of applicants, College offi cials de-
cided to offer multiple scholarships in addition to the 
selection of one student who received a full, four-year 
scholarship.

Applicants were required to submit a list of high 
school and community activities, along with an essay 
based on the topic, “If you receive this scholarship, how 
will you pay it forward to the state of West Virginia?” 

Ferguson is the daughter of Shannon Murphy and 
Graham Ferguson of Monroe County. At Greenbrier 
East High School, she is a member of National Honor 
Society, student government and HOSA. She also has 
volunteered with blood drives and rabies clinics.

At Davis & Elkins College, Ferguson plans to major 
in biology and environmental science, and is consider-
ing other fi elds of study.

“One of my main goals, in whatever I go into, will 
be to create positive change and act as a steward and 
advocate for our Mountain State,” Ferguson wrote in her 
essay. “I want to continually learn and grow as a critical 

Willow Ferguson

and innovative thinker who works for positive change 
in our state.” 

Davis & Elkins College offers more than 45 aca-
demic programs. Multiple scholarship opportunities are 
available including the College’s annual $5.4 million 
investment in West Virginia students. For additional in-
formation, call 304-637-1230 or visit www.dewv.edu/
admissions.

New Year’s Eve Fireworks in Alderson
What better way to say goodbye to an old year and 

hello to a new one than fi reworks!  Sponsored by Al-
derson Main Street and the Town of Alderson and per-
formed by the Alderson Volunteer Fire Department, a 
fi reworks display can be seen at 9 p.m. on New Year’s 
Eve from the Alderson Memorial Bridge.  

Supported by a grant from a local foundation, this 
family-friendly event allows family units to be outside 
and distance.  There are plans for a couple of fi re pits 
and some hot dogs, popcorn, and baked goods for sale. 
Proceeds benefi t a woman who has cancer.

There is plenty of parking in the historic business dis-

trict on the Monroe County side of Alderson and in the 
parking lot of the Visitors Center/Fruits of Labor Café 
on the Greenbrier County side.  It is only a short walk to 
the Alderson Memorial Bridge.  

If the weather is rainy or snowy, the fi reworks will be 
cancelled.  Please check the Alderson Main Street Face-
book page for the latest information.  https://www.face-
book.com/Alderson-Main-Street-594432723925664/

Outgoing Main Street President Judy Lohmeyer said, 
“What better way to end my tenure as president than 
fi reworks!  Please come and enjoy them!”
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The Mountain Messenger is rerouting the focus 
of our OPED page back into a more community-
oriented publication. 

We encourage positive communication between 
different viewpoints and wish to reject divisive-
ness and encourage letter writing, and we want 
that focus to revolve around community encour-
agement and growth. 

When submitting an OPED, please refer to the 
following guidelines:

1) OPED pieces may contain constructive criti-
cisms, thoughts, or observations, which we publish 
on an individually approved basis.

2) No name-calling, hate speech, or other derog-
atory language is permitted.  We do not publish let-
ters containing “bashing,” personal attacks, and the 
like. However, we do appreciate mindful concerns, 
assessments, and thoughts.

3) All letters must be signed by the author and 
include the city in which they reside. 

Please note all submissions are subject to indi-
vidual editorial approval. Please do not mail or 
hand-deliver letters, email news@mountainmes-
senger.com. 

We look forward to harboring a hyper-local 
forum that highlights ongoing situations in and 
around our county and home state.

Help Yourself
OK, get ready, I am going to use a cuss word: Ground-

HOGS. There, I said it. I’ve spotted a few this year 
mostly sitting on the side of Rt. 219 about two feet from 
cars fl ying by them. I must say, they really are able to 
concentrate on what they are doing and lose all sense of 
reality. Like the reality of being smashed by a passing 
car. I guess they don’t have a strong survival instinct 
like a deer who operate on the built in “fl ight” message. 
Even though they take a bit too long to get the heck out 
of the way: “Yo, yo, yo, I’m coming through Bambi in a 
big ole automobile!”

Groundhogs can be called cute. Maybe? They are fur-
ry and wiggle a bit when they scurry, that’s cute, isn’t it? 
Hunters, farmers, and country folk kill them and maybe 
even eat them.

Being a gardener, I admit that I don’t want them 
around. They dig holes that can be ankle breaking; I’ve 
encountered my share of those. My left ankle still throbs 
a bit when the rains come. Darn groundhogs. You can’t 
see their holes in a tall grassy fi eld and so you may un-
expectedly drop about one foot down and byoing, your 
ankle ligaments get torn. It hurts. Forever.

Years ago, I received enlightenment (at least in my 
mind), and conceded that the earth belongs to all crea-
tures.  My rationale was that they don’t understand 
that I toil very hard on my land and I plant delicious 
vegetables just for my human family to consume. Be-
ing critters, they just don’t know about boundary issues 
or reasonable thinking. I gave them a “pass” for what I 
considered deep down inside, trespassing. 

Do I feel differently now? While I still don’t condone 
vegetable eating critters moving into my precious gar-
den area, (not that they care about my concerns), I still 
think that nature is nature. We all consume to live. If you 
study the food chain, we might be proud and righteous to 
be on the top but all creatures below us on this chain eat 
the same darn things we do, whether it be meat or plants 
or roots. Deny the “lower” creatures and they will take 
it anyway when you are not looking. They know when 
you are sleeping and they know when you’re awake!

It boils down to: do you get what you want or they do? 
Isn’t that everyone’s conundrum in life? Hmmmm…is 
our ego involved in this scenario? Of course, as in all 
life experiences our ego is involved if we are acting 
consciously and even subconsciously. I can handle this 
garden theft or groundhog holes or deer invasion, as ex-
amples, in one of three ways. 

1. Change my location entirely. Beachside dwellings 

Nature’s Way
By Karen Cohen

Master Gardener/Photojournalist/Artist

Commentary
DHHR launches new 
electronic death 
registration system

Warner says over 169,000 confirmation 
postcards will be mailed to possible vacated or 
outdated voter registrations

Commentary

OPED piece submission guidelines:
To submit an OPED piece to the Mountain Mes-

senger it must comply with the following rules:
1) OPED pieces may contain constructive criti-

cisms, thoughts, or observations, which we publish 
on an individually approved basis.

2) No name-calling, hate speech, or other deroga-
tory language is permitted. We do not publish let-
ters containing “bashing,” personal attacks, and the 
like. However, we do appreciate mindful concerns, 
assessments, and thoughts.

3) All letters must be signed by the author and in-
clude the city in which they reside.

Please note all submissions are subject to individ-
ual editorial approval. Please do not mail or hand-
deliver letters, email news@mountainmessenger.
com.

Registered voters who have changed addresses with 
the DMV, post offi ce or have not voted or updated their 
voter registration at any time in the past 4 years will 
soon receive a postcard in the mail to confi rm that the 
voter is still a resident at their registered address on fi le 
with the County Clerk.

Warner encourages every voter who receives the con-
fi rmation postcard to confi rm or update their registration 
by scanning the QR code on the postcard with a mobile 
device and follow the easy steps to keep their registra-
tion in “active” status. Voters can also check and update 
their registration information online at ovr.sos.wv.gov, 
or by simply mailing the completed pre-paid postage 
postcard to their county clerk.

Voters whose postcards are returned will remain “ac-
tive.” Voters whose postcards are not returned, or are 
returned by the USPS as “undeliverable,” will be cat-
egorized as “inactive,” which still permits the voters to 
remain eligible to vote in the next 2 federal election cy-
cles. However, if a voter’s registration address remains 
unconfi rmed for the next 2 federal general elections 
after receipt of the confi rmation notice, and the voter 
fails to vote in any state or local election during that 
time period, state law mandates that the registration be 
canceled.

Warner said that election offi cials will mail postcards 
this week to each of the 169,417 voters identifi ed after 
the November 2020 General Election. The postcard asks 
the voter to confi rm they are still a resident of the state 
and county at the address at which they are registered.

“The law requires election offi cials to send a postcard 
to each voter identifi ed by the USPS as having signed 
up for mail forwarding service through the National 
Change of Address program, and data obtained from 
other states’ Departments of Motor Vehicles showing 
voters may have moved to another state. The law is in 
place to make sure voters on West Virginia rolls are still 
residents of West Virginia at the address on fi le with the 
County Clerk,” Warner said. “Since we have informa-
tion from the voter that they may have moved or have 
had no contact with election offi cials by updating their 
registration or voting, many times we fi nd that these 
voters moved and simply forgot to cancel their registra-
tion or are deceased.”

A registered voter does not have to vote in any elec-
tion to stay registered. However, after not participating 
for a period of 4 years or greater, or by not updating 
their voter registration after moving, election offi cials 
are required to attempt to confi rm the voter’s residential 
status to ensure that the voter is still a resident of West 

don’t have the same plant eating critters, maybe slugs 
and other leaf eating insects. Weeds still abound at shore 
homes. I like where I live, so that option is out. 

2. Continue complaining about my situation. That 
gets boring, doesn’t it? Nothing is accomplished except 
that I feel worse every time I start to focus my unhappi-
ness on a situation which I cannot control. 

3. Accept my plight with grace and humor. Hahaha. 
I’m laughing out loud now. Isn’t it funny, those little 
varmints crawling under the electrifi ed and barbed wires 
as if it is the limbo rock. 

Well, number 3 is my choice. Nothing is gained but 
no sleep is lost either. Not being a quitter, I plant on and 
even have the courage to plan my garden for 2022!

(Karen Cohen is Master Gardener, photojournalist, 
DJ, and explorer. Please send your emails to: nature-
swaykaren@gmail.com)
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Virginia in the address on fi le, confi rming their eligibil-
ity to vote. 

Regular maintenance on voter registration lists is 
mandated by the National Voter Registration Act and 
West Virginia law. The confi rmation notice mailed to 
voters’ addresses on fi le with their registration is the fi rst 
step in the process, which was reviewed and approved in 
recent years by the Supreme Court of the United States.

Voter list maintenance has been a priority for the WV 
Secretary of State’s Offi ce since Warner fi rst took offi ce 
in 2017. By working closely with all 55 county clerks 
from January 2017 to July 1, 2021, Warner reports that 
a total of 364,301 abandoned, deceased, duplicate, out 
of state and convicted felon voter registration fi les have 
been canceled in the Statewide Voter Registration Sys-
tem. During the same period of time, a total of 255,888 
new voters have been registered to vote, which included 
more than 67,000 high school students.

“If the voter moved to another county, we can help 
them update their voter registration here in West Vir-
ginia,” Warner said. “If they moved out of state, they are 
no longer eligible to vote.”

Warner said that a voter’s registration will not be can-
celed if they do not respond to the postcard. However, 
if the voter’s registration remains inactive for two ad-
ditional consecutive federal general elections following 
receipt of the postcard, then and only then will the vot-
er’s registration be canceled according to the National 
Voter Registration Act.

For more information, please contact your county 
clerk or the WV Secretary of State’s Offi ce at (304) 558-
8000.

The West Virginia Department of Health and Human 
Resources’ (DHHR) Health Statistics Center is launch-
ing a new Electronic Death Registration System that 
will allow deaths to be recorded and fi led electronically. 

WV DAVE, or Database Application for Vital Events, 
will be phased in on Jan. 1, 2022. To ease transition of 
death reporting to an electronic registration system, the 
Health Statistics Center will offer a 60-day grace period 
for medical providers with full transition on Mar. 1.

During this period, the Health Statistics Center will 
support both the new electronic death registration sys-
tem as well as the paper process currently in place. Pro-
viders can begin using the system January 1 with the 
Health Statistics Center providing online training and 
technical support. 

The current process for registering a West Virginia 
death certifi cate involves information to be completed 
on paper and fi led through U.S. Mail between funeral 
homes, medical certifi ers, or medical examiners, and the 
Health Statistics Center for registering records. 

The electronic process reduces the time it takes to 
complete a record and transfer it to the next part of the 
process; however, this does not mean that deaths will 
be registered immediately. Under W. Va. State Code, a 
death certifi cate must be medically certifi ed by a physi-
cian, but may not occur immediately by the physician. 

“The electronic system will create effi ciency, greatly 
reduce errors, and shorten the time it takes to register 
deaths in West Virginia,” said Dr. Ayne Amjad, State 
Health Offi cer and Commissioner of DHHR’s Bureau 
for Public Health. “The new electronic process will also 
improve timeliness and eliminate redundancies in CO-
VID-19 death reporting, which will enhance the state’s 
ability to monitor mortality trends. We would like to 
thank the funeral homes, medical certifi ers, and medical 
examiners who participated in the pilot testing of the 
WV DAVE system in November.” 
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CLUB & CHURCHCLUB & CHURCH

Get Screened for Risks of Stroke 
and Cardiovascular Disease

Are you at risk?

5 Screening Package for $149

Call 855-915-3562

Church Bulletin
Christmas Worship Schedule
at Christ Our Savior Lutheran

The Members of Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, located at 103 Railroad Avenue in 
Alderson, invite you to join them in the following 
worship services. Christ Our Savior is located in 
the Historic District of Alderson just beyond the 
Fire Department.

• Christmas Eve, Dec. 24: 5 p.m., Candlelight 
Worship with Holy Communion, a dessert 
fellowship follows the worship service.

• Christmas Day, Dec. 25: 10 a.m., The Feast 
of the Nativity of Our Lord, The Day of Christ’s 
Birth with Holy Communion.

• The First Sunday After Christmas, Dec. 26: 
Note: No Family Education Hour this Sunday.

Please note that Dec. 26 will be Pastor 
Lohmeyer’s fi nal service at Christ Our Savior 
Lutheran. He will be retiring on Dec. 31.

100th Birthday Invitation
Clayton Tyree will celebrate his 100th birthday 

on Jan. 9, 2022! A birthday party in his honor will 
be held at the Dutch Haus Restaurant at the Elks 
Country Club on Sunday, Jan. 9 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
All are welcome. No presents, please. In lieu of 
presents you may bring a donation or something 
the Animal Shelter can use.

Reunions
GEHS Class of 1972 50th Reunion

The Greenbrier East High School Class of 1972 
is planning its 50th Class Reunion for next sum-
mer, June 24-25, 2022. The planning committee 
wants to invite all of the class’s members, but 
we’re missing addresses for several people. Are 
you in that class? Or know someone who is? If you 
would like to add names to the contact list, please 
send them to Ethel Detch at edetch@comcast.net

General Andrew Lewis Chapter NSDAR donates to veterans

A Look Back 

Judy Deegans (left), Suzanne Cron-
quist, and Suzette Taylor

Each December, the members of the 
General Andrew Lewis Chapter of the 
NSDAR takes on the project of provid-
ing clothing and personal items to the 
veterans who are at the Veterans Ad-
ministration Medical Center in Beckley. 
Members purchase items to contribute. It 

is collected by the Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee and delivered to the medical cen-
ter. 

The Committee is composed of Carol 
Olson, Suzanne Cronquist and Judy 
Deegans.

The Voluntary Service Coordinator, 
Suzette Taylor at the VA Medical Center 
was pleased to receive a phone call that 
the Chapter had again collect items for 
the veterans.

Taylor responded to the call saying, 
“We are so pleased you are coming. 
We are out of size large sweatpants and 
sweatshirts. This fi lls a real need.” 

The delivery was made on Dec. 6. The 
National Society Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution is a nonprofi t, non-polit-
ical women’s service organization whose 
main objectives are historic preservation, 
education and patriotism. Members are 
all lineal descendants of those who sup-
ported the cause of independence in the 
Revolutionary War back in 1776. 

If you are interested in the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, call former 
Regent Sandra Cowan at 304-497-355

Communities In Schools of Greenbrier County 
receives Daywood Foundation, Inc. Grant

Judy Deegans (left), Carol Olson, and Suzanne Cronquist

By William “Skip” Deegans
For many folks from southern 

West Virginia, Christmas would not 
be complete without a trip to Charles-
ton’s The Diamond department store. 
With fi ve fl oors, it was the state’s 
largest store. During the holidays, the 
windows were elaborately decorated. 
For children, it was an opportunity to 
sit on Santa’s lap and assure him they 
had been good boys and girls during 

the year. 
This week’s photo from circa 

1917 shows the the Diamond Shoe 
and Garment Company. Owned by 
Wehrie B. Geary, it began in 1906 
as a shoe store and by 1917 it was a 
full department store. In 1926, Geary 
partnered with A. W. Cox who had 
a chain of stores in West Virginia. 
Together, they built The Diamond 
that opened in 1927. The store had 

a modern ventilation system, three 
elevators, and a pneumatic tube 
system that allowed clerks to send 
money to the accounting depart-
ment to be changed and charges to be 
posted. In 1949, the store expanded 
and added two more elevators and 
West Virginia’s fi rst escalators. The 
store included a cafeteria and lunch 
counter. Listeners to one of Charles-
ton radio stations may recall: “The 

Diamond! Charleston built 
and Charleston owned and 
operated presents the West 
Virginia news.”

The Diamond was one of 
the last stores in Charleston 
to integrate. While African 
Americans could purchase 
clothes, they could not try 
them on. They could not 
be served sitting down at 
the cafeteria or the lunch 
counter. In 1958, a group 
of black leaders began a 
twenty-two month cam-
paign to integrate the store. 
In 1960, black and white 
students from West Virgin-
ia State College staged a 
sit-down at the lunch coun-
ter. Shortly afterwards, the 
store management agreed 
to integrate.

When the Charleston 
Town Center Mall opened 
in 1983, The Diamond 
closed its doors for good. 

Sources: West Virginia 
Archives and History, West 
Virginia Public Radio, The 
WV Encyclopedia.org.

Courtesy of the West Virginia Regional History Center.

Communities In Schools of 
Greenbrier County (CISGC) is the 
proud recipient of the Daywood 
Foundation’s 2021 grant award.

The grant award will assist in the 
continuation of free services CISGC 
provides to Greenbrier County’s 
at-risk and disadvantaged youth in 
addition to whole school supports. 
More than 4,600 students benefi t-

ed from services CISGC provided 
county-wide last school year and the 
number of students needing individ-
ualized case management services 
continues to grow.

CISGC is a 501(c)3 and relies on 
the generosity and support of foun-
dations and community members. 
CISGC could not carry out our mis-
sion “to surround students with a 

community of support, empowering 
them to stay in school and achieve 
in life” without partnerships such as 
this.

For more information about 
CISGC, please call 304-661-1018, 
email director@cisgc.org or visit 
www.cisgc.org. You can also stay 
up-to-date through our Facebook 
page. 
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WVSOM STUDENT 
Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine

CLINIC

~ FREE  ~ 
Osteopathic Manipulative Treatment 

provided by osteopathic medical 
students under physician supervision.

Written referral from a health care provider (D.O., M.D., nurse 
practitioner or physician assistant) is required prior to making 

an appointment. 

No open workers’ compensation, disability or motor vehicle 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS 
DURING TWO FOUR-WEEK SESSIONS:
Jan. 19 – Feb. 9  •  Feb. 16 – March 9

Rebecca Louise 
Harrah Utterback

Ronceverte-Rebecca 
Louise Harrah Utterback, 
108, passed away Friday, 
Dec. 17, 2021 at Stonerise 
Health Care Center in 
Ronceverte, WV.

She was born Mar. 18, 
1913 in Blue Sulphur 
Springs, the daughter of 
the late Jesse and Emory 
Harrah and the wife of the 
late George Utterback.

She was preceded in 
death by her son, Mark; 
two sisters, Leah Faw-
cett and Alice McMeans; 
brother, James Harrah; 
and a dear niece, Elda 
Montgomery.

She is survived by three 
nieces, Sharon Morgan 
and Debbie Albertson, of 
Fairmont, WV and Ev-
elyn Drake of Nashville, 
TN; two nephews, Terry 
and Tim McMeans; and 
several other nieces and 
nephews.

A graveside service 
will be held at The Old 
Greenbrier Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Alderson, on 
Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2022 at 
11 a.m.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

Maurice Edward 
Reed

Fairlea-Maurice Ed-
ward  Reed, 93, passed 
away Sunday, Dec. 19, 
2021 at Greenbrier Valley 
Medical Center, Roncev-
erte, WV.

He was born Jan. 29, 
1928 in Monongah, WV, 
the son of the late Walter 
C. and Grace M. Gumm 
Reed.

Maurice was a retired 
carpenter, of the Method-
ist faith and was a Staff 
Sergeant with the U.S. 
Army during the Korean 
War.

He was an avid golfer 
and raised on the fam-
ily farm in Neola, where 
he attended a one room 
school.

Other than his parents 
Mr. Reed was preceded 
in death by his wife of 58 
years, Betty L. Kanipes 
Reed; and two brothers, 
Paul Buford Reed and 
James Delano Reed.

Those left to cherish his 
memory are his daughter, 
Sherry Altman of Fairlea; 
son, Edward (Judie) Reed 
of West Palm Beach, FL; 
grandchildren, Candace 
Giddens (Cecil) of Rich-
mond Hill, GA, Andrea 
Romberg of Savannah, 
GA, Jimmy (Donna) Reed 
of West Palm Beach, FL, 
and Shanna (Adam) An-

giel of West Palm Beach, 
FL; great-grandchildren, 
Brooke West of Richmond 
Hill, GA, Logan Reed, 
Cooper Reed, Beckett 
Reed, Ryder Angiel and 
Parker Angiel all of West 
Palm Beach, FL; great-
great-grandson, Reece 
Rogers of Richmond 
Hill, GA.; sister, Shirley 
Griffi th of White Sulphur 
Springs; sister-in-law, 
Bonnie (Jimmy) King of 
Fairlea; as well as several 
nieces and nephews.

The family is planning a 
memorial service at a later 
date.

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family wishes that memo-
rial contributions be made 
to either your local food 
bank or to a Veterans orga-
nization of your choosing.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

Wanda Marie 
Coldiron Snedegar

Henderson, NV-Wanda 
Marie Coldiron Snedegar 
72, formerly of Anthony, 
WV, passed peacefully 
from this life on Satur-
day, Dec. 18, 2021, after 
an extended struggle with 
multiple health issues. She 
was a graduate of Frank-
ford High School class of 
1967.

She was preceded in 
death by her beloved 
grandmother, Myrtle 
Cline Salmon and her hus-
band, Lafayette Salmon 
of Anthony, and her par-
ents, Woodrow and Lucy 
Salmon Coldiron and her 
brother, Dennis Coldiron.

She is survived by her 
husband, Larry Snedegar, 
formerly of Frankford; 
and three children, Seeah 
Christina of Grass Valley, 
CA, Richard of Kansas 
City, MO, and Michael 
of Henderson, NV. She 
is blessed to have three 
grandchildren and one 
great-grandson.

Wanda is survived by 
six brothers and sisters 
and their families: Velvie 
Bennett of Richmond, VA, 
Howard Coldiron of Chi-
cago, IL, Mary Kay Burns 
of Pueblo, CO, Debbie 
Windsor of Bradenton, 
FL, Matthew Burns of 
Rustburg, VA, and Mark 
Burns of Lynchburg, VA.

Wanda is also survived 
by her beloved Aunt Jane 
Copher of Owingsville, 
KY and Janes’ children 
and their families.

Wanda was a loving 
wife, mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. 
She was also a lover of 
music, having won several 
awards in her high school 
band and she loved to sing 
and play piano. She was a 
master of many creative 
arts including quilting, cro-
chet, needlepoint, sewing, 
wreath making and fl ower 
arranging. She was a gen-
erous, kind and loving soul 
and will be greatly missed 
by her friends and family. 
We take comfort in know-
ing that her suffering is over 

and that she is in a much 
more glorious place now.

Interment will take place 
at a later date following a 
private ceremony.

Stephanie Wood

Ronceverte-Stephanie 
Wood, 36, passed away 
Sunday, Dec. 19, 2021, 
at the Pikeville Medical 
Center.

Born Mar. 18, 1985, in 
Majuro, Marshall Islands, 
Stephanie was the daugh-
ter of Johnny Chong and 
the late Tammy Chong.

She attended the Zi-
ons Light Baptist Church 
where she enjoyed singing 
in the choir. Stephanie was 
a Photographer with R&S 
Photography. She was a 
loving devoted mommy to 
her children and her niec-
es and nephews.

Including her father, 
survivors are her hus-
band of 16 years, Frank-
lin Wood; children, Eli-
jah Charles, Christopher 
James, JoyAnna Faith 
and Sophie Noelle Wood; 
special friends, Candice 
Thomas (Joey) of Lewis-
burg, and Amanda Bry-
ant (Darrell) of Alderson; 
her “Nanny” and second 
mom, Crystal Byer of Fri-
ars Hill; as well as many 
other friends.

Funeral service will be 
at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 
28, at the Morgan Funeral 
Home Chapel, 252 Mont-
vue Drive, Lewisburg, 
with Pastor Gary Baker 
offi ciating. Burial will fol-
low in the McLean Cem-
etery, Ronceverte.

Visitation will be from 
6 to 8 p.m., Monday, Dec. 
27, at the funeral home.

Online guestbook may 
be signed at www.mor-
ganfh.net

Steven A. Issenburg, 
MD

Lewisburg-Steven A. 
Issenberg, MD, was born 
in Boston, Massachusetts, 
on Aug. 12, 1940. Dr. Is-
senberg died on Dec. 20, 
2021, at home in Lew-
isburg. He was the son 
of the late Benjamin and 
Rose Issenberg.

Left behind to cherish 
his memory are his wife, 
Nancy, four children, 
three grandchildren, his 
step-son, and brother Phil-
lip and family. His chil-
dren are Jeff Issenberg, 
wife Verónica, and their 
son Ilan; Lisa Issenberg 
and husband, Jerry Rob-
erts; Amy Issenberg; Ra-
chel Hastings and husband 
Josh, and their children, 
Raelyn and Rhett. His 
step-son is Dave Haynes, 
wife Noriko, and sons 
William and Andrew.

Steve attended Boston 
Latin School, the oldest 
public school in Ameri-

ca, and played the saxo-
phone in middle school. 
He always had an ear for 
music, and could play for 
hours from memory. As 
a teenager Steve moved 
with his family to South 
Florida. After graduating 
from Coral Gables High 
School, Steve completed 
degrees at the University 
of Florida, and the Miller 
School of Medicine at the 
University of Miami.

Steve served as a physi-
cian in the U.S. Air Force 
for two years, and then 
earned a degree in Oto-
laryngology. He had a pri-
vate Ear, Nose and Throat 
surgery practice for over 
30 years in Rhode Island, 
Georgia, and Lewisburg, 
WV. He loved being a 
doctor and helping people. 
He was fond of telling his 
patients “only put your el-
bow in your ear.”

He was a black diamond 
skier, a 100 mile century 
bike rider, played tennis, 
and ran for fi tness. In re-
tirement his favorite sports 
were biking along country 
roads, double digging his 
backyard garden, and tak-
ing up running again.

Per his wishes, a private 
memorial service will be 
held at a later date.

Steve was a longtime 
supporter of many causes, 
including UNICEF. The 
family suggests making a 
donation to UNICEF, or to 
a local children’s agency, 
in Steve’s memory. 

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

Bernard W. Shiffl ett

Lewisburg-Bernard W. 
“Jim” Shiffl ett, 95, passed 
away Monday, Dec. 13, 
2021 at Beckley VA Medi-
cal Center.

He was born Feb. 9, 

1926 at Cass, WV, a son 
of the late Jesse Warren 
Shiffl ett and Mary Ellen 
Hamrick Shiffl ett.

Jim was a retired time 
study engineer with B.F. 
Goodrich, was of the 
Methodist Faith, was a 
member of Lewisburg 
Masonic Lodge where he 
received his 50 year pin 
and was a WWII USCG-
Merchant Marine veteran.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Ruth 
Hill Shiffl ett; a still born 
daughter, Elaine Shif-
fl ett; two sisters, Susan 
Nadine Haislip and Mary 
Imogene Minnix and two 
brothers, Jesse Warren 
Shiffl ett, Jr. and Donald 
Wilmont Shiffl ett.

Survivors include a son, 
Bernard W. Shiffl ett of 
Salisbury, MD and two 
grandchildren, Matthew 
Shiffl ett and Sarah Shif-
fl ett.

In keeping with Jim’s 
wishes, he will be cremat-
ed and a graveside service 
will be held in the spring 
at Rosewood Cemetery in 
Lewisburg.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions of sympathy may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association in memory of 
Jim and Ruth Shifl ett.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

Betty Virginia 
Lovelace

Ronceverte-Betty Vir-
ginia Lovelace, 76, passed 
away Tuesday, Dec. 21, 
2021.

Betty was born Oct. 15, 
1945 in Ronceverte to the 
late Clarence Edward and 
Katherine Morgan Yates.

Betty was a 1963 gradu-
ate of Greenbrier High 
School in Ronceverte 
and loved her classmates. 
She was a member of the 
Greenbrier Valley Church 
of the Nazarene where she 
was a devout Christian 
and loved God, her family 
and church. Betty’s most 
important job was to be a 
loving mother and grand-
mother. She was a retired 

offi ce assistant with the 
Probation and Parole of-
fi ce.

Other than her parents, 
Betty was preceded in 
death by brothers, Ralph, 
Charles and Basil Yates.

Survivors include her 
husband, Leon Pershing 
Lovelace of Ronceverte; 
daughters, Tracey Walker 
and husband Joe of Hill-
sboro, Nikki Dolan and 
husband Mike of Ronce-
verte and Jaclyn Lea Ad-
kins and husband Kenny 
of Caldwell; stepsons, 
David Leon Lovelace and 
wife Sherry and Donald 
Edward Lovelace and 
wife Kasie of Roncev-
erte; grandchildren, Jesse 
Walker, Dalton Walker 
and wife Melissa, Micah 
Pritt and husband Lance, 
Cryslyn Burdett and 
husband Tyler, Camryn 
Dolan, Makenna Dolan, 
Carter Elliott, Miriam 
Adkins, Malachi Adkins, 
Kenlea Adkins, Ken-
nison Adkins, Keenan 
Adkins, Jessica Ham-
brick and husband Mi-
chael, Sammy Lovelace, 
Bethany Lovelace, Kacey 
Brant-Withrow; seven 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 
brother, Carl Yates of Fort 
Worth, TX; sisters-in-law, 
Dodie Yates of Azle, TX, 
Mozelle Yates of Bethany, 
OK and Donna Yates of 
Ronceverte; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral service will 
be at 1 p.m. on Monday, 
Dec. 27, at the Green-
brier Valley Church of 
the Nazarene with Pastor 
Scott Buell and Pastor 
Terry Simpkins offi ciat-
ing. Burial will follow in 
Riverview Cemetery at 
Ronceverte.

The family will receive 
friends from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Monday, Dec. 27, 
at the Greenbrier Valley 
Church of the Nazarene.

In lieu of fl owers, it was 
Betty’s wish for donations 
to be made to: Greenbri-
er Valley Church of the 
Nazarene, 167 Dawkins 
Drive, Lewisburg, WV 
24901.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Ronceverte 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
WWW.MOUNTAINMESSENGER.COM
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

FARM & ANIMALS
HAPPY JACK® LIQUIVICT® is recog-
nized safe & effective against hook & 
round worms indogs by the USCVM. 
At Tractor Supply® (www.fleabeacon.
com)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943’

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now Avail-
able!  Get GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your service with you 
when you travel!  As low as $109.99/
mo! 833-586-1598

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-844-358-
7158.

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions apply. W/ 
24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/
mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, news 
& entertainment anywhere. One 
year of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD 
Power & Assoc.) Call for more 
details! (some restrictions apply) Call 
1-844-373-2749DIRECTV NOW. 
No Satellite Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On Demand Titles. 
No Annual Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-855-767-6026

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 1-855-767-6026

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-

NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

 MISCELLANEOUS
$10K+ IN DEBT? Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay a fraction of your debt. Call 
National Debt Relief  877-755-1089

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today 
for a FREE QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving!  Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 888-902-
2365

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A 
NEW SHOWER? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design consul-
tation. Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-833-385-1415 today to see how you 
can save $1,000 on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/wvps

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920. 
Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Ser-
vices: Consultation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/WV

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

FOR RENT
LEWISBURG. 2 bedroom, 2 bath duplex. 1 car garage. 
Tenant pays all utilities. No pets, no smoking. $1,100 de-
posit. $1,100 per month. Call 304-667-8988 for more in-
formation.

LEWISBURG. 1,325 square feet building with Drive-
Thru. $1,987 per month. CAM expense $500-$600. Tri-
ple Net Lease. Multiple Lease Preferred. Call 304-667-
8988 for more information.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE:  Bring in the New Year with Serenity Fiber 
Art. Handmade, 100% Alpaca fi ber rugs and framed ab-
stract art. SALE 30% OFF. 304-445-5474 or visit online 
at serenityfi berart.com.

NOTICE
  Liberty Tax in Lewisburg and White Sulphur Springs is 
Hiring. We have 2 openings for Tax Preparers and 2 
openings for Offi ce Staff. For more information call Mr. 
Cunningham at 681-318-3281. Not a Tax Preparer, but 
would like to begin that career? Training is available to 
start that career!

If You Only Use It 
Once A Year...

Why Not Rent It 
Once A Year?

152 N. SENECA TRAIL
FAIRLEA, WV

304-645-7326

Y O l U

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
�������	
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All Utilities Included. 
On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Regardless of Age.
,

Fourth Way Properties
Check out available properties at
4thwayproperties.com

FOR RENT

Call Terry or Isela @
(304) 647-8943

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

~

SUNSET TERRACE MOTEL
106 POMERY CIRCLE, LEWISBURG

Furnished room with small refrigerator, 
microwave TV, WiFi,  and coin operated 

laundry room.  Pet friendly, quarter mile from downtown 
Lewisburg, local shops and restaurants. All utilities 

included plus security deposit. Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures and details.

$750 Monthly, 
$375 Weekly

MONTHLY FURNISHED ROOMS

$975 Monthly 
Plus utilities and $975 security deposit.

124 FEAMSTER ROAD, 
LEWISBURG, WV 24901

One bedroom apartment in downtown Lewisburg, 
within walking distance to the West Virginia School 

of Osteopathic Medicine, local shops and 
restaurants. All utilities included. Pet friendly, 

additional deposit required. $750 security deposit.

$750 Month

558 GREENBRIER AVENUE
WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, WV

Beautiful 3 bedroom duplex, 1-1/2 bath, washer and 
dryer connection, living room, dining room, and large 

kitchen. Nice front and back yard, quiet neighborhood. 
Located in Villa Park, within walking distance to city 
park, pool and The Greenbrier Hotel. Pet friendly.   

Additional pet deposit required.

Robert’s Tree Service
������������	�
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Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties
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��������������������

STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
#����$��%&��'���(304) 661-4086
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Roberts’ Tree Service

Show support for local news, 

while increasing your business 

potential – ADVERTISE in the 

Mountain Messenger today. 

Call 304-647-5724 or email 
ads@mountainmessenger.com.

Robert C. Byrd Clinic
Family Medicine Practice

Visit Our Website Career Page For More Details:
www/rcbclinic.org/career

JOIN OUR TEAM
LPN +CCMA

V I S I T  U S  A T  W W W . M O U N T A I N M E S S E N G E R . C O M

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E
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FOUR SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM:
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• Thursday, January 20: The Lady 
And The Empress - Special Event in 
Carnegie Hall’s Old Stone Room on 
Thursday, Jan. 20 at 7 p.m. “The Lady 
and the Empress” is a one-woman play 
written and performed by Doris Fields 
(Lady D) about jazz singer Bessie Smith. 
Tickets only $10. To make reservations 
or for more information visit carnegie-
hallwv.org, call 304-645-7917, or stop by 

611 Church Street, Lewisburg.
• Friday, January 21: Crys Mat-

thews - Mainstage Performance on Fri-
day, Jan. 21 at 7:30 p.m. Join us for an 
evening with “the next Woody Guthrie,” 
Crys Matthews. Tickets start at only $17. 
To make reservations or for more in-
formation visit carnegiehallwv.org, call 
304-645-7917, or stop by 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg.

• Saturday, January 
22: Calling Them In - 
Special Workshop by Crys 
Matthews at The Wild 
Bean in downtown Lewis-
burg on Saturday, Jan. 22 
at 11 a.m. Join Matthews 
in a frank discussion about 
challenges of activism in 
the 21st century. Free ad-
mission and open to the 
public. To make reserva-
tions or for more informa-
tion visit carnegiehallwv.
org, call 304-645-7917, or 
stop by 611 Church Street, 
Lewisburg.

Rotating Galleries:
Old Stone Room Gal-

lery - Refl ection In A 
Pool - Photography by 
Jesse Thornton. Carnegie 
Hall Galleries are open 
Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free ad-
mission and open to the 
public. Runs through Dec. 
30, 2021. Next up: Jamal 
Hoskins

Museum Gallery 
- Lynn Davis Art Ex-
hibit. Carnegie Hall Gal-
leries are open Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Free admission and 
open to the public. Runs 
through Dec. 30, 2021. 
Next up: Robbie Moore

Board Room Gallery - 
To be announced.

Lobby Gallery - Jorn 
Mork Art Exhibit. Carn-
egie Hall Galleries are 
open Monday through Fri-
day, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free 
admission and open to the 
public. Runs through Dec. 
30, 2021. Next up: Doris 
Fields (Lady D)

Permanent Exhibit:
Arts From The Ashes: 

The History Of Carnegie 
Hall - The exhibit fea-
tures memorabilia, photo-
graphs, artifacts and more 
of Carnegie Hall since its 
construction in 1901. Lo-
cated on the second fl oor. 
Free admission.

STEPPIN’ OUTSTEPPIN’ OUT

PUZZLE ANSWERS PAGE 8

Dutch Haus 
Restaurant

Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Reservations Required On All Orders 
Including Carry Out and Curb Side Pick Up

Mon-Fri 11:00-9:00, Sat & Sun 8:30-11:00
304.645.2723

HOLIDAY MENU
Turkey and/or Ham Only 

$1899

Served with salad, potato, vegetable and roll.
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WEEKEND
��"�#�$ PRIME RIB

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR DEC. 25TH
We will not be open for breakfast December 25th. Carnegie Hall Calendar of Events 

First Fridays after 5 in downtown 
Lewisburg on pause for January

There will be no First Fridays after 5 in 
downtown Lewisburg this January 2022, 
however, First Fridays will return on Feb. 
4, 2022, and will continue throughout the 
year. Watch for event details in your local 
newspapers or on Facebook at “FirstFri-
daysAfterFive.” 

The Lewisburg merchants wish every-
one a Happy New Year and thank you for 
your ongoing support of downtown Lew-
isburg. 

For more information go to www.
downtownlewisburg.com or call 304-
645-4333.

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.
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BUSINESSBUSINESS

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-918-8270

Greenbrier Valley Board of Realtors donates to local food pantries

NEW RESIDENTS WANTED BY:

Greenbrier Greeters
If you have recently moved to this area, 

please contact us for a free welcome visit.
We would be glad to share gifts and information about the area, 

provided free by local businesses and professional services.

Heather Blake, Owner 304-646-2624

greenbriergreeters@gmail.com

DON’T JUST KINDA TV DIRECTV

With NFL SUNDAY TICKET and DIRECTV local channels 
(CBS, FOX, NBC). Select int’l games excluded.

844.373.2749
IV Support Holdings

Contact Your Local DIRECTV Dealer Today!

*Available only in the U.S. (excl Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Req’s compatible device. Live streaming channels based on your TV pkg & location. Not all channels available to stream 

out of home. To watch recorded shows on the go, must download to mobile device using Genie HD DVR model HR44 or higher connected to home Wi-Fi network. Rewind and 

fast-forward may not work. Limits: Mature, music, pay-per-view and some On Demand content is not available for downloading. 5 shows on 5 devices at once. All functions and 

programming subject to change at any time. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. 

Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks 

of the NFL and its affiliates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are 

trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

• The undisputed leader in sports. DIRECTV brings 
you every live NFL game, every Sunday, with NFL 
SUNDAY TICKET and DIRECTV local channels (CBS, 
FOX, NBC).
Select int’l games excluded. NFL SUNDAY TICKET subscription required.

• Watch your favorite live sports, news and enter-

tainment anywhere
*

Hand-woven baskets 

were featured in the win-

dow of Better Homes and 

Gardens Real Estate Cen-

tral’s offi ce throughout 

the month of November. 

During this time, ap-

proximately 35 baskets 

were sold and proceeds 

of $2,560 were donated 

to the Children’s Home 

Society in Rupert. The 

money will be used to 

purchase Christmas gifts 

and supplies for the chil-

dren at the home.

 Thank you goes to Donna Witt for the 

basket materials and leadership for the 

project, to the members of the Southern 

WV Basket Makers Guild for the time 

and expertise to assemble the baskets, and 

Linda Rodgers, Realtor, Better Homes and 

Gardens Real Estate Central Broker Josh 

Mcgrath for the display and sales area.

Dear Readers,
The Greenbrier Recy-

cling Center and I send 

you best wishes and much 

joy. We greatly appreciate 

all your questions, com-

ments and encourage-

ment.  Please keep them 

coming in 2022.  

Front Row: Louise Feury, (left) director, Emmanuel United Methodist Church of White Sulphur Springs; Donna Boothe, 
assistant director, Peterstown United Methodist Church; Sandi Bowling, director, Peterstown United Methodist Church; 
Tina Noe, director, Greenbrier Community Services Williamsburg Pantry; Ann Thomas, director, First Baptist Church of 
Rainelle; Linda Trickett, assistant director, First Baptist Church of Rainelle; Scarlett Kellerman, co-director & president of 
Wellspring of Greenbrier Inc.; and Carolyn White, director, Quinwood Community Food Service Inc.; Back Row: Robert 
Bittinger, Jr. (left), chairman, Greenbrier Valley Board of Realtors, Feed The Need Community Food Drive; Tim McNair, 
director, Union United Methodist Church; and Reverend Kelly Martin, Union United Methodist Church

The Greenbrier Valley Board of Realtors 

and Robert Bittinger, Jr., chairman of their 

Feed the Need Community Food Drive, 

held its annual meeting with local directors 

of the Greenbrier and Monroe County food 

pantries and the Wellspring of Greenbrier 

Inc. to discuss community and operational 

needs.

This year the Greenbrier Valley Board 

of Realtors raised $20,050 through its very 

generous members, affi liates, and clients. 

Nine food pantries in Greenbrier and Mon-

roe counties, plus Wellspring of Greenbri-

er Inc., were given $1,650 each to assist 

our communities and those in need.  

Bittinger states the Feed the Need 

Community Food Drive has raised over 

$111,000 in the last 11 years. “We have 

been so blessed by the generosity of our 

members, affi liates, clients, our communi-

ties and local businesses. It’s because of 

their tremendous generosity we are able to 

do what we have. A very sincere thank you 

to all of you!”

Southern WV Basket 
Weavers raise funds

Guaranteed, modified whole life coverage 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company 
that’s affordable and easy to get.

Final Expenses
Check this off your to-do list!

Call for a FREE Information Kit.

1-888-217-5559
>> www.life55plus.info/wv

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits 
reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6238



10 – Mountain Messenger – December 25, 2021 – The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley www.mountainmessenger.com  

Seasons 
Greetings
With best wishes from 

our entire team this 
holiday season. We 
value your trust and 
look forward to your 
continued friendship.

LEWISBURG – NORTH LEWISBURG
ALDERSON – FAIRLEA – RUPERT – RAINELLE

bankatcity.com

We are overjoyed to be a part of this wonderful 
community, and folks like you are the reason. We hope 

your Christmas is merry, bright and magical. May it find 
you surrounded by everything that brings you happiness!

9579 Seneca Trail South
Lewisburg, WV 
304-647-3430

Serving Children And 
Families Since 1896

Foster…Adopt…
Volunteer…Donate

A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
From everyone here at....

304-645-7428
����������	�
�������

Thanks for
Your Business
& Merry
Christmas!
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800.919.3276
FarmCredit.com

NMLS# 456965 

From our family to yours,
wishing you a joyous holiday 

season and a prosperous new year.

Happy Holidays

Farms, Homes
         & Land!

Loans for

Call us about financing for
• Land and farms
• Lots and homes
• Agribusinesses
• Buildings, fences and equipment
• Refinancing
• And much more!

It’s Christmas EVERYWHERE!
On the farm and in the town,

Goodwill and cheer are all around,
In the mountains and the valley too,

Signs of the season are on view
So wherever you are,

North, south, east or west...
We’re sending you our very best

And hope glad tidings come your way
To brighten up your Christmas Day!

Dave’s Farm Supply
18455 SENECA TRAIL NORTH, 

MAXWELTON, WV 24957

304-497-3030

Developing Breeding Stock

For The Global Turkey Industry

Aviagen Turkeys, Inc.

Lewisburg, West Virginia

www.aviagenturkeys.com

Happy Holidays!

Before we start the next chapter with a new year, we’d like to express 
our sincere thanks to our wonderful customers for your loyal support. 

Merry Christmas and best wishes to all of you!

922 Washington Street, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

681-318-3501
 newchapterbookswv.com

Our heartfelt thanks for your loyalty 
throughout the past year.
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From All Of Us At 

Vic’s Lawn Maintenance &
Vic’s Excavating

304-645-6770
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304-645-3133

From All of US!

Wishing You All the Ingredients
of a Merry Christmas!

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank you
for your patronage. At the holidays and all year,

it’s a pleasure serving folks like you!

344 Court Street, Lewisburg, WV 24901

Lewisburg Manor
Apartments

May the spirit of Christmas 
reside in your heart 
wherever you spend the 
holiday season.

For the time you’ve spent 
with us this year, we are 
sincerely grateful.

Collaborative Care Solutions

Filled With Our Gratitude
We’re hoping your holiday season is an 

equal mix of  harmony and joy. For your 
goodwill and trust, please accept a generous 

measure of our sincere gratitude.

Fritz’s 
Pharmacy
We Want to be Your Pharmacy!

Greenbrier Better Living Center
& Thrift Store

551 W. Main Street, Ronceverte, WV
304-647-3003
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GREENBRIER COUNTY 

COMMITTEE ON AGING, INC.
We Provide A Variety Of Services 

For Greenbrier County Seniors
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Our Goal Is To Help Individuals 
Hold Onto What They Value Most…

THEIR INDEPENDENCE!

$�����%��&����'()*'+,*-.'/
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We’re grateful to have such an uplifting
group of friends and customers by our side
at the holidays and all year. Thank you for

making our progress possible!

Hope Your Christmas
Is the Height of

Happiness

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

GREENBRIER EXCAVATING & PAVING
223 Old Powell Rd, Lewisburg, WV 24901

Phone: (304) 647-4296

9841 Seneca Trail S.
Lewisburg, WV
304.645.1010
www.greenbriermotors.com

Greenbrier Motor Company

Wishing you and your 
loved ones a joyful 

holiday season.
Greenbrier Valley Medical Center is 

proud to be your community 
healthcare provider. 

We are dedicated to providing
safe quality care close to home.

304-647-4411    gvmc.com

Happy Holidays!

�����
Christmas!

Our sincere thanks 
for your goodwill

and loyalty throughout 
this past year!

Brabble & Shores 
Insulation

A FULL SERVICE INSULATION CONTRACTOR

Sales and Installation of Closed & Open Cell 
Spray Foam Insulation, Fiberglass Insulation, 

Concrete Lifting & Leveling For Driveways and Floors
523 N. Jefferson St., Lewisburg, WV

304-645-7535
www.brabbleshores.com

For Unto Us A Child Is Born,
And To Us A Son Is Given,

Which Is Jesus Christ The Lord
Wishing Everyone A Merry Christmas!

Rainelle Medical Center Family Medicine And Pediatrics
176 Medical Center Drive, Rainelle, WV 304-438-6188
Rainelle Medical Center Pharmacy 304-438-6186 & 

Rainelle Dental Center 304-438-1922
Maxwelton Health Center & Pharmacy

390 Industrial Park Road, Maxwelton, WV 681-318-3610
Maxwelton Dental Center 681-318-3611

Alderson Medical Center, 101 Railroad Avenue, Alderson, WV  304-445-3140
Midland Trail Health Center, 26709 Midland Trail, Hico, WV 304-969-8080

Meadow Bridge Clinic, 1502 Meadow Bridge Road, Meadow Bridge, WV 304-484-7755
Lewisburg Health Center, 296 Fair Street, Lewisburg, WV 304-647-4747

White Sulphur Springs Health Center, 
128 Community Lane, White Sulphur Springs, WV 304-956-2577

www.communityhealthcenter.net
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Wishing You A Merry And 
Joyous Christmas Season

From 
Dr. Wendy Friedman and Staff

Route 9, Sinking Creek Road, Williamsburg, WV
304-645-7872

Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Merry Christmas!
Thanks For Your Valued Business!

SIMMS’
SERVICE CENTER
��������	��
�
	��
�
�����
�
�����

1092 E. Washington Street, ����������
��
304-645-1496

LEWISBURG
VETERINARY
HOSPITAL

30790 Midland Trail East, (US Rt. 60 West) Lewisburg, WV 24901
������������	
	�����
��������
�����

Mary Ann Mann DVM.MS
161 Capenter Drive, Lewisburg, WV 

681-318-3281

We really appreciate 
customers like you, 
and we wish you a 
very happy 
holiday season!

Customers like you bring us joy all year, and we truly appreciate
your friendship and support. Merry Christmas and

best wishes from our entire team!

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

Name Business

With a song in our hearts, we thank you for a
wonderful year and wish you a blessed holiday.

May the season deliver all the joys, large and
small, that make life so special.

Martin & Jones, Inc. 
“Hardware Store & More Since 1904”
Edgar Avenue, Ronceverte, WV

304-647-5353

Wishing You A Happy 

& Healthy Holiday Season!

From All Of Us At

As another Christmas draws

near, we’d like to thank all of 

our dear patients for choosing 

us.

Your support and trust in us 

are gifts we treasure.

We hope this holiday season 

��������	
���

�������

happiness. Merry Christmas!

Monroe 
Health Center 
200 Health Center Drive
Union, WV 24983
304-772-3064

������!�""�!
�
!�����#���$!
ContactUs@PioneerAFCU.org

www.PioneerAFCU.org

Pioneer WV FCU
�%��&
'��#"!(

Wishing You A
Merry
Christmas

Pritt Law Firm, PLLC
246 Main Street, Union, WV 24983

304-772-4700
www.prittlawfirm.com

ENJOY
   the Season
We appreciate  
your support more 
than ever, and we  
thank you for 
choosing us. 

Happiest holiday 
wishes from our 
entire team!

Dutch Haus 
Restaurant

Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 
368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

304.645.2723
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Resounding thanks to everyone who 
helped make our year so special!

FOURTH WAY PROPERTIES

304.647.8943

Merry Christmas!
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Patrick McHale, DVM Sylvia Isherwood, DVM

Emily Green, DVM

THE GIFT THAT
KEEPS ON GIVING

���������		�
��
�

– Your Family

– Your Interest

– Your Home

Give the Gift of a 
Subscription to the 
Mountain Messenger.

In-depth Coverage of 
Local News, Lifestyle 
Features & More!

Call Now! 304-647-5724 or Order Online!
www.mountainmessenger.com

The origins of NYE traditions

Traditions are the glue that hold many 
celebrations together. Individuals and 
families embrace many customs that 
serve as the script for commemorating 
year-end holidays. 

Some celebrants may adhere to tradi-
tions without really knowing how they 
began or why they continue. Here is a 
closer look at some of the most popular 

traditions tied to New Year’s Eve, both 
domestically and around the world.

Drinking champagne
The use of champagne for celebra-

tions is rooted in the Christian ritual of 
consuming wine during the Eucharist. In 
the year 496, a wine from the Champagne 
region of France was offered during the 

baptism of the Frankish warrior Clovis, 
according to the Champagne Committee 
of France. It then became customary for 
champagne to be used at religious events 
like consecrations and at coronations or 
soirees. Eventually the tradition became 
associated with secular rituals, such as 
celebrating the new year.

Food
People of Japanese heritage might eat 

soba noodles on New Year’s Eve. The 
Toshikoshi Soba, which means ‘year 
crossing buckwheat noodle,’ denotes 
the crossing from one year to the next. 
Nibbling the noodles represent traveling 
from one year to the next as well as let-
ting go of the previous year’s regrets. 

In Spain, people gobble grapes to bring 
good luck in the coming year. The goal 
is to eat 12 green grapes during the 12 
remaining seconds until the New Year. 

Those able to do so will have 12 months 
of good fortune.

Dropping the ball
Revelers have long watched the gi-

ant ball drop in New York City’s Times 
Square in person and on television. This 
tradition may be rooted in the custom of 
sailors using Òtime ballsÓ to set their 
own timepieces while at sea. These chro-
nometers were employed by using a spy-
glass to scan the harbor looking for balls 
that were dropped into the water at cer-
tain times, PBS reports. The fi rst ball was 
installed in 1829 in Portsmouth, England. 
The Times Square ball was fi rst used in 
1907, according to the Times Square Al-
liance.

Making resolutions
Historians trace the making of resolu-

tions to the Ancient Babylonians. Citizens 
made spoken resolutions during their 
new year festival known as ÒAkitu.Ó 
This ritual required making an oath to the 
sitting or new king. Romans also swore 
oaths of loyalty to the emperor when the 
New Year started.

Fireworks and noisemakers
Fireworks are a big part of celebrations 

and are not to be outdone on New Year’s 
Eve. Fireworks were invented in the sev-
enth century in China. According to Antho-
ny Aveni, an astronomer and anthropologist 
at Colgate University, the fi reworks were 
designed to ward off evil spirits. In cul-
tures around the world, fi reworks, banging 
drums and other efforts were used to chase 
away spooky creatures, especially during 
the transitional period that is the passing of 
the new year. Today fi reworks and noise-
makers are employed not for scaring away 
spirits, but rather to add to the revelry.

New Year’s Eve traditions abound, and 
many of these annual customs have inter-
esting origin stories.
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Amy Jasperse, R.Ph., CDCES (left) and Tabitha Fox, Chief Nursing 
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Recipient of the 2021 

Organizational Award for 
 Excellence in Rural Health  

Presented by the 

West Virginia Rural Health Association
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