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Candidacy fi ling 
window opens for 
May 10 election

By Adam Pack
Monday, Jan. 10, marked the opening of the candi-

dacy fi ling window at the Secretary of State’s offi ce for 
all those interested in running for state positions in the 
2022 elections. 

According to a statement released by the Secretary of 
State’s offi ce, “Monday [Jan. 10] marked the fi rst day 
that people interested in the May 10th Primary Election 
could fi le to run for a particular offi ce, and 61 candidates 
from throughout the state fi led offi cial paperwork to run 
for offi ce.” 

The fi ling period runs through Jan. 29, and all inter-
ested parties are encouraged to apply. The application 
process can be undertaken in Charleston at the Capitol, 
Clarksburg, Martinsburg, or by mail. Applicants are re-
quired, whether applying by mail or in person, to have 

Rose voted County Commission 
President, White Sulphur water 
system updates discussed

Clayton Tyree celebrates 100th birthday

Classy Country Consignment with a conscience
By Adam Pack
Another business has decided to call 

Lewisburg home, with the newest addi-
tion being Mountain Momma Consign-
ment, formerly located in Ronceverte. 
The consignment shop deals specifi cally 
in clothing and accessories for men and 
women, and had only been operating in 
Ronceverte for a short time when the op-
portunity to move to Lewisburg knocked. 

Co-owners Melanie Tucker and Sunny 
Sanchez opened that door wide as they 
were given a chance to acquire property 
in the middle of Lewisburg shopping dis-
trict close to Simms Exxon and The Liv-
ery Tavern. Tucker says they are incred-
ibly excited to be in the new location.

“It’s just an upgrade in every way, bet-
ter ambience, better size, better location.” 

This is attested to by visits from shop-
pers from all over the region as well as 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. 

This much vaunted real estate was of-
fered to them by Alinda Perrine and Wes-
ley Cole. “Alinda just worked so hard and 
so selfl essly to get us this property, and 
all without adding on charges or charg-
ing a percentage. It was key, and we’re 
so grateful.”

Mountain Momma has relocated from Ronceverte to Lewisburg, and is 
now at 1102 Washington Street East downtown.

Visit Mountain Momma Consignment and More on Facebook for a com-
plete list of store hours.

“Our main priority is providing qual-
ity clothing and accessories to people 
here at a price they can afford,” Tucker 
noted, before adding that they, as a con-
signment, are happy to purchase cloth-
ing, shoes, and purses. However, jewelry 
found in the store is often handmade by 
Tucker herself, as well the work of other 
local artists on occasion. 

On top of doing business, Mountain 
Momma Consignment has plans to be in-
timately involved in charity.

“We already donate clothing to the 
women’s refuge center, and we are in 
talks with staff at Children’s Home Soci-
ety to donate clothes to them as well. This 
spring we’ll be having a free prom dress 
giveaway to local girls who are unable to 
afford them, and those who have experi-
enced a house fi re are encouraged to con-
tact us, and we will let them go through 
the store and get the essentials and neces-
sities free of charge.”

Follow Mountain Momma Consign-
ment on Facebook at “Mountain Momma 
Consignment and More” to view inven-
tory and store hours. 

By Adam Pack
The Greenbrier County Commission 

met on Tuesday, Jan. 11, to cover some 
beginning of the year housekeeping mea-
sures and to discuss the Meadow River 
Rail Trail, Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program, TIF projects in White Sulphur 
Springs, and more.

There will be no changes to the com-
mittees which the respective commission-
ers occupy for 2022, and the commission 
will continue to meet on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of every month. Regu-
lar meetings will still be at 10 a.m. and 
the public is encouraged to attend. The 
new County Commission President was 
selected, with current president Tammy 

Tincher nominating Lowell Rose to pre-
side. Rose was approved on a unanimous 
vote and will serve as County Commis-
sion president for 2022. 

Matt Ford was present to discuss the 
process of evaluating and interviewing 
for an engineering fi rm for Phase III of 
the Meadow River Rail Trail. After the 
interview process, though “two fi rms 
were very close,” Ford said that the com-
mittee had suggested that the County 
Commission select E.L. Robinson Engi-
neering, which the commission promptly 
did on a unanimous vote.

Current head of Greenbrier County 
Homeland Security and Emergency 

Lewisburg resident and U.S. Navy veteran Clayton Tyree celebrated his 100th birth-
day at a well-attended party held at the Dutch Haus restaurant with friends and family 
last weekend. As he has done with previous birthdays, he asked for donations to be 

Clayton Tyree celebrated his 100th birthday on Sunday, Jan. 9, at the 
Dutch Haus. (Photo courtesy of GHS)

White Sulphur moves 
forward on ARP projects

By Sarah Richardson
White Sulphur Springs City Council met earlier this 

week to discuss potential projects to be fi nanced by 
American Rescue Plan funds and to hear an update on 
the ongoing water line extension projects on the out-
skirts of town. 

City Recorder Kathy Glover provided a list of proj-
ects currently being considered by the American Rescue 
Plan Committee. “We’ve been meeting a couple times 
a month, and have some proposed expenditures to look 
into. Possibly the installation of a pneumatic tube for 
payment, where people can pay their bills without hav-
ing to get out [of their vehicles], there is also the pos-
sibility of purchasing property behind City Hall to make 
a parking lot and to allow that tubing to go into place.”

Another considered option is a new electronic sign for 
the front of City Hall to complete the current sign. “We 
are working with a couple of companies to get informa-
tion on replacing the sign out front so it can be used to 
provide information to the citizens on things going on, 
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PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

e-mail news stories to 
news@mountainmessenger.com

JAMES
James is an approximately 
10-year-old male domes  c 
shorthair

EDDIE
Eddie is an approxi-

mately 3-year-old male 
domes  c medium hair

These and other animals are available at the Greenbrier Humane So-
ciety, located at 151 Holiday Lane off  of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. 
They are closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from 11 a.m. 
through 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adop  on fee is $65 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
fi rst ki  y vaccina  ons, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim 
and fl ea treatment.

Their dog adop  on fee is $85 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
fi rst dog vaccina  ons, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, 
fl ea bath and fl ea treatment.

They also off er dona  on-based spay/neuter vouchers, and clin-
ics are fi lled on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. They use a lot of 
vets in the area but the clinics fi ll up fast! Fill out an applica  on to 
help prevent animal overpopula  on! Call 304-645-4775 for more 
informa  on.

Rose       Continued from Front Page

Decorating contest 
winners announced

Festive lights were everywhere in Alderson, celebrat-
ing the Christmas season. “Driving under the lights” on 
the Alderson Memorial Bridge over the Greenbrier Riv-
er is a holiday tradition begun in the early 1950s when 
the bridge was open to regular traffi c.  Now, it is only on 
specifi ed days for a donation to a nonprofi t organization 
but a beautiful experience just the same.

In recent years, there have been even more lights to 
enjoy - from Alumni Park and the Historic Business 
District on the Monroe County side of town, to busi-
nesses and homes throughout Alderson. 

To honor the creativity, generosity, and signifi cant ef-
fort of residents and businesses displaying the Christ-
mas spirit, Alderson Main Street established a Christ-
mas Decoration Contest in 2016.

This year, Alderson Main Street recognizes the fol-
lowing winners.

Residential - Old Fashioned Christmas:
1st place: Brandon and Amy Catron
Honorable Mention: Susan and Darrell Hale; Joyce 

Mott and Phil Mershon; Trudy Halstead
Nativity Scene:
1st place: Becky Wilson
Honorable Mention: Charlie and Betty Mulkey
Children’s Fantasy:
1st place: Chase and Samantha Reed
Honorable Mention: Holly and Chuckie Gore; Bobby 

and Judy Hoover; Shawn and Debbie Dickens
Spirit of Christmas:
1st place: Jeremy Rickard and Stephanie Morgan
Honorable Mention: Karen Lobban; LisaMarie Crop-

per; Greg Eary

First place winner for Festive Doorway and Porch: Donna and Rick Simms

Festive Doorway and Porch:
1st place: Donna and Rick Sims
Honorable Mention: Jamie Brady and Jessica Wykle
Magical Christmas:
1st place: Rick Honaker
Honorable Mention: Harley & Michelle Adkins
Businesses - Large business:
1st  place: Riverview Motel & Café
Honorable Mention: Wigglesworth Building, Rail-

road Avenue; Bill Canterbury, corner Railroad Ave & 
South Monroe Street

Small business:
1st place: Alderson Artisans Gallery
Honorable Mention: Alderson’s Store
Alderson Main Street thanks the judges for their hard 

work in deciding on winners. It was a hard decision to 
make.

Lewisburg’s Virtual MLK Day 
Celebration to be seen via YouTube

tor, author, and community leader. For instance, he has 
been given a great many awards for his community ser-
vice by the City of Beckley, the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday Commission of WV, the YMCA, and Mountain 
State University. His address in the video will provide 

Bishop Fred T. Simms, Keynote Speaker for 
Lewisburg’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Cel-
ebration Video 2022.

Baldwin nominates 
Sloan for Honor Board

Senator Stephen Baldwin nominated Greenbrier County Sheriff Bruce Sloan to the 
new West Virginia First Responders Honor Board this fall. 

 “Sheriff Sloan is a respected law enforcement professional who does his job effec-
tively. He will be a wonderful representative for our region on the new Honor Board,” 
Baldwin said. 

The Legislature passed SB 3027 in the fall of 2021 to create the First Responders 
Honor Board. The membership of this board consists of fi refi ghters, fi re chiefs, law 
enforcement offi cials, emergency medical services personnel, medical offi cials, and 
other professionals who are qualifi ed to evaluate and determine whether the actions of 
fi refi ghters, law-enforcement offi cers, and emergency medical services personnel rise 
to the level of being above and beyond the call of duty. The Honor Board may award 
the Medal of Valor to a West Virginian whose service is exemplary.

Sheriff Sloan’s appointment to the Honor Board has been confi rmed at Senator 
Baldwin’s nomination. He will serve through the fall of 2024. 

The current winter COVID-19 surge in Greenbrier 
County has resulted in the cancelation of the tradi-
tional Martin Luther King, Jr. Day march, community 
lunch, and program at the Lewisburg United Methodist 
Church. Instead, a Martin Luther King, Jr. Day celebra-
tion video similar to last year’s is being made for You-
Tube distribution.

On Monday, Jan. 17, search on YouTube.com for the 
title of the video, which is “Lewisburg MLK 2022.”

The video will begin with a welcome and introduc-
tion by Pastor Kathie Holland of the New Vision Baptist 
Church in White Sulphur Springs. She has served on the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration Committee, 
and is one of its most eloquent supporters.

Nevaeh Traynham will sing “Lift Every Voice and 
Sing,” the customary opening music for this event. Lew-
isburg’s Mayor Beverly White will deliver her stirring 
proclamation of the city’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Week 
for 2022. Before the keynote speaker’s address, Chris 
Winston will sing as he did in the celebration video last 
year.  

The keynote speaker is Bishop Fred T. Simms, Senior 
Pastor and founder of the Heart of God Ministries in 
Beckley, which has a 41 member ministerial staff and 
32 auxiliary ministries. He is a renowned preacher, ora-

inspiration in keeping with the words of Dr. King se-
lected to embody the theme of this year’s celebration: 
“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands 
in moments of convenience and comfort, but where he 
stands at times of challenge and controversy.”

Mayor presents plaque 
to Pauline ‘Polly’ Welch

By Sarah Richardson
Lewisburg Mayor Beverly White surprised Polly Welch on her 105th 
birthday with a plaque from the city commemorating her milestone 
birthday. Pictured: Mayor White (left), Polly Welch, and Polly’s daughter, 
Betty Jo McNeel. Polly was also congratulated by Senator Joe Manchin 
via video call.

Management Mike Honaker submitted a temporary leave 
of absence to the commission as well, due to his appoint-
ment as delegate for the 42nd district. Governor Justice 
appointed Honaker to serve in the House of Delegates 
after Barry Bruce resigned for health reasons. The Com-
mission unanimously accepted Honaker’s request for a 
temporary leave of absence. This leave was for the up-
coming legislative session which Honaker will be tak-
ing part in. The leave request was submitted via letter, 
as Honaker has already started his duties in Charleston, 
appearing for a special session this week. The Commis-
sion wished Honaker all the best in his new endeavor and 
feels that he will do an incredible job representing us in 
Charleston.

After the approval of the hiring of Britt Ludwig to 
serve as further legal aid and counsel to the county, the 
Commission took up a resolution authorizing the fi nanc-
ing of the Rt. 92 Water Tank Project for the city of White 
Sulphur Springs. The funding, which will be drawn from 
Greenbrier TIF District #1, is to purchase land along Rt. 
92 in order to install a water tank. The tank will increase 
water pressure further up Rt. 92, which will ensure fi re 
departments can access water with enough pressure to 
combat fi res. 

“Fortunately,” Commissioner Rose said, “there hasn’t 
been a house fi re up there, but if there were to be one 
there would have been inadequate pressure for fi re sup-
pression.”

The backpressure will be channeled back to the new 
line recently put in, which currently would have to be 
shut off in order to get water pressure further up Rt. 92. 
The authorization passed unanimously. 

The County Commission meets again on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, Jan. 25. The public is encouraged 
to attend.
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Mountain Messenger
The Weekend Newspaper for the Greenbrier Valley

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1985
Strengthening Community and Promoting 

Diversity in the Greenbrier Valley

Mountain Messenger’s
Properties & Lifestyles

Our high-gloss, magazine style 
featuring area real estate 

www.mountainmessenger.com 
The most extensive website dedicated 

to the Greenbrier Valley 

How to Contact Us:
Phone  (304) 647-5724 
Fax  (304) 647-5767 
Mail  P.O. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901
Address  122 N. Court Street, Lewisburg 
Web page  mountainmessenger.com 
E-mail  ads@mountainmessenger.com 

Office Hours
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday -Friday 

Subscriber Services
Editorial:
We accept submissions for the following categories: 

Photos:
We accept black & white and color photos to accompany 
news items or to showcase the region.

Advertising Opportunities

Contact Circulation for: 

Corrections:

-

e-mail news stories to 
news@mountainmessenger.com

In Re: The Marriage of: Nicholas Antonio Rinaldi and 
 Andrea Arthur Rinaldi
In Re: The Marriage of: John Maury Price and Delilah 
 Smith Price
In Re: The Marriage of: Brittany Nicole Turner and 
 Richard McDaniel, Jr.
In Re: The Marriage of: Sheena Louise Lockhart and 
 James Lockhart

Suits

Clayton Tyree     Continued from Front Page

e-mail news stories to 
news@mountainmessenger.com

Public Meetings
Gbr. Co. Farmland Protection Board
meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 10:30 a.m. 
at 804 Industrial Drive, Suite 5, in Maxwelton. The public is 
invited to attend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The public is 
invited to attend.

Lewisburg City Council
will meet Tuesday, Jan. 18, at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. Only 
available via teleconference. For information on how to 
participate on ZOOM call 304-645-2080 by 4:30 p.m. on 
Jan. 18. On the agenda: 
• Visitors’ reports (5 min. limit per subject not on agenda)
• Approval of Minutes - Dec. 21, 2021 regular session
• Proclamations
 - Volunteer Year 2021 Covid-19 Taskforce
 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Week
• Communication from Mayor White
• Communication from City Council Manager
 - Approval of evidentiary materials for stormwater study
 - CARES Act update
• Communication from Boards and Commissions
 - Planning Commission
  - Final Plat, Walmart property, 1976 Jefferson
   Street North, Wal-bucks
 - Parks Commission report
• Communication from Police Chief Teubert
• Communication from Fire Dept. Chief Thomas
• Communication from Council Committees
 - Finance Committee
  - Finance Committee report
  - Removal of trees in rights-of-way for water 
   system upgrades
  - Public Works building bids
  - Schleiff Construction, LLC, fi nal pay request
  - Cost of Living increase
  - Police Department, competitive wage increase
  - Lease purchase of police vehicles
• Public Works Department
 - Report from Public Works Director

Greenbrier PSD #1
will meet Friday, Jan. 21, at 7 a.m. at the District Offi ce, 
9035 Seneca Trail, Fairlea. On the agenda:
• Approval of Minutes - Dec. 17, 2021
• Financial Report
• Manager Report
• Field Report
• Engineering Report
• Rolling Hills & Brush Road extension projects:
 a. Payment Resolutions
 b. Other project-related business brought before the 
  Board
• Election of Offi cers of the Board
• Executive session, personnel
• Other business brought before the Board

Robin Leigh Wagner, White Sulphur Springs, pos-
session of controlled substance, NCP, fi ne $25
Jerry Reed, Alderson, 1) shooting/hunting from mo-

tor conveyance, GP, fi ne $50; 2) illegal possession of 
wildlife, fi ne $75; improper checking of game, fi ne $20; 
4) illegal possession of wildlife, fi ne $75
Wesley Allen Adkinson, Maxwelton, driving im-

paired, NCP, fi ne $100, jail 20 days with 7 days credit 
time served - remaining suspended and placed on 9 
months unsupervised probation
Joshua Jr. Wiley, Lewisburg, 1) hunting without per-

mission, GP, fi ne $100, jail 30 days - suspended and 
placed on 1 year unsupervised probation; 2) illegal 
possession of wildlife, GP, fi ne $100, jail 45 days - sus-
pended and placed on 1 year unsupervised probation; 
3) shoplifting, GP, fi ne $100; 4) trespassing, GP, fi ne 
$100; 5) illegal burn, GP, jail 45 days - suspended and 
placed on 1 year unsupervised probation
Randall Lee Hunter, White Sulphur Springs, failure to 

obey traffi c, GP, fi ne $15
Larry Drennen, Hines, no insurance, NCP, fi ne $200
Melodie G. Wykle, Ronceverte, worthless check, 

NCP, fi ne $10, restitution $48.80
Steven Ryan Hutsenpiller, Rupert, petit larceny, NCP, 
fi ne $50, jail 21 days - suspended and placed on 9 
months unsupervised probation; restitution order to be 
paid directly to victims
Darrel Clayton VanMeter, Crawley, reckless driving, 

NCP, fi ne $100, jail 5 days credit for 1 day served - 
remainder suspended and placed on 9 months unsu-
pervised probation
Thomas George Tackett, Jackson, MI, trespassing, 

GP, fi ne $100
Brooks A. Wight, Augusta, GA, driving too fast for 

road conditions, NCP, fi ne $36
Carson Monroe Capaldo, White Sulphur Springs, 

possession of controlled substance, NCP, fi ne $100
Derrick A. Milbourne, Warrenton, VA, driving too fast 

for road conditions, NCP, fi ne $24

Greenbrier County 
Magistrate Court Convictions

American Heritage Music Hall, Inc.
located at 496 Island Park, Ronceverte, is open to the 
public, all welcome, handicap accessible. Listeners and 
tourists welcome. Admission $7 Tuesday nights, $10 
Saturday - Audience provides food. Doors open at 7 
p.m. Jam & Dance every Tuesday 7 to 10 p.m. Sat-
urday dance on Jan. 22 will feature the Midland Trail 
Band 7 to 10:30. The Music Hall is available for wed-
dings and parties. For more information call the Music 
Hall at 304-645-4667; Bill Evans at 304-392-6079; 
Grace Poe at 304-992-5852.

Williamsburg Community 
Shooting Match
Thank you for your participation in our shooting 
matches for 2021.  We hope you enjoyed them! Our 
next match will be Saturday, Jan. 22, at the Williams-
burg Community Center.  Match starts at 7 p.m. but 
food concession will open at 6 p.m. The match will 
be eight rounds, 12-gauge guns only. Full choke, .660 
inch minimum. Screw in chokes must be from a rec-
ognized supplier (patented) and extend no more than 3 
inches beyond original barrel. Barrel length 34” maxi-
mum. First seven rounds are $2 per shot, eighth round 
50/50 is $5 per shot. Shooters must compete in the fi rst 
seven rounds in order to compete in the eighth round. 
50/50 splatter match is $1 per chance between rounds. 
Cash prizes will be awarded. You do not need to be a 
shooter to win! Come early! Come hungry! Delicious 
hot food and refreshments will be available starting at 
6 p.m. Families welcome - you don’t have to shoot to 
come get a meal. The match will be held at the Com-
munity Building on Sinking Creek Road next door to 
the fi re department. We hope to see you all there. Pro-
ceeds will benefi t Williamsburg Community service 
projects. These events are sponsored by a joint effort 
of the Williamsburg Community Action and the Wil-
liamsburg Ruritans. For more information and direc-
tions visit www.williamsburgwv.com.
Shepherd’s Center plans meetings 
for January, February 2022
The Shepherd’s Center of Greenbrier Valley is excited 
to announce that there will be several opportunities 
for virtual and in person meetings for the months of 
January and February. Events will include virtual Cof-
fee Talk on Jan. 6, at 10 a.m. via Zoom, Book Group 
on Jan. 13, at 10 a.m. at the Lewisburg United Meth-
odist Church Asbury Room, virtual Coffee Talk on 
Feb. 3, at 10 a.m. via Zoom, Book Group on Feb. 10, 
at 10 a.m. at the Lewisburg United Methodist Church 
Asbury Room, and a Lunch and Learn on Feb. 17, 
at 11:30 a.m. at the Lewisburg United Methodist 
Church. For the virtual events, zoom links will be 
sent out via email and through the Shepherd’s Center 
Facebook page. If you are interested in participating 
in the virtual or in person events, please contact our 
offi ce at 304-645-4196 for more information.

Lory Mae Dale
BOOKKEEPING 
& TAX SERVICE

Serving The Area Since 1986

Federal & 
State Forms

304-645-6037

made to the Greenbrier Humane Society.
According to a social media post by the humane so-

ciety, “Five years ago, on Mr. Tyree’s 95th birthday, he 
invited us to his celebration and asked for donations to 
Greenbrier Humane Society in lieu of gifts. Mr. Tyree 
and his family thought of GHS again on this monu-
mental day! Thank you to Mr. Tyree for thinking of us. 
Thank you to his family and friends for being so wel-
coming. And a very sincere thank you to Mr. Tyree for 
his service!”

their application notarized by a notary of the public. 
As of writing, the state offi ces up for election in our 

region are a seat in the State Senate District 10, and seats 
in the House of Delegates Districts 46 and 47. In Sen-
ate District 10 there are currently three candidates listed: 
Stephen Baldwin (D - Ronceverte - Incumbent), Vincent 
Deeds (R, Renick), and Thomas Perkins (R, Frankford). 
Currently in State House District 46, recent appointee 
Mike Honaker (R, Lewisburg) has fi led to run. In Dis-
trict 47, Todd Longanacre (R, Alderon - Incumbent) is 
the lone candidate fi led as of press time. 

The second seat in Senate District 10 is not up for 
election, however the holder of that seat, Jack Woodrum 
(R, Hinton) will be running for Republican State Execu-
tive Committee for Senate District 10.

County wide, there are three candidates fi led currently 
for three positions: John Wyatt (R, Rainelle) is seeking 
election to the Greenbrier County Republican Executive 
Committee, J.L. “Danny” Campbell (R, Lewisburg) is 
seeking election to the House of Delegates Republican 
Executive Committee for House District 46, and Lou-
vonne Legg Arbuckle (D, Lewisburg) is running for 
Circuit Clerk.

All statements of fi lings and applicants are subject to 
change. The Mountain Messenger will publish the com-
plete list of applicants at the close of the application pe-
riod on Jan 29. 

Candidacy Window  Continued from Front Page

or emergencies that they might need to be aware of.”   
They are also looking into adding signage promoting 

White Sulphur along I-64 east, using the same ad they 
are running in the February edition of the Greenbrier 
Valley’s Convention and Visitor Center’s guide.  

The Council approved the list of projects.
In other news: 
• Ed Robinson with E.L. Engineering reported con-

tinued progress with the water line expansion projects, 
saying “Church Street’s been fi nished, and Big Draft 
has been fi nished. They will be back in the spring to 
clean up, they just completed their work right around 
Christmas so it wasn’t a good time to do that, but they’ll 
be back and straighten up.” He noted that they have 
installed a fi re hydrant at the front of Hope Village in 
response to a citizen pointing out that there was no hy-
drant located there. 

• For the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday on Monday, 
Jan. 17, City Hall will be closed and the Monday gar-
bage pickup in the city will be picked up on Tuesday, 
Jan. 18, instead. 

WSS ARP Projects   Continued from Front Page

WVCAN releases 2021 
state aggregate data

Last week, the West Virginia Child Advocacy Net-
work (WVCAN) released its Statewide Data Report 
for the 2021 fi scal year. The data in the report refl ects 
service from West Virginia’s 21 Child Advocacy Cen-
ters (CACs) which provided offi cial service to 44 of 
55 counties in the state. A CAC provides a safe, child-
friendly facility where child protection, criminal justice, 
and child treatment professionals work together to in-
vestigate abuse, hold offenders accountable, and help 
children heal.

To ensure that every child had access to needed re-
sources and support during this time, West Virginia’s 21 
Child Advocacy Centers (CACs) remained open. Dur-
ing this past fi scal year, CACs served 4,604 children – 
a 40% increase in new children served in the last fi ve 
years.

Highlights from the report include:
• 54% of the children served were there because of 

allegations of sexual abuse
• 27% of the children served by CACs were six years 

old or younger
• 94% of alleged offenders were someone the child 

knew
• 622 cases had charges fi led
• 202 individuals were convicted for crimes against 

children
• 322,827 children (90% of the state’s population) live 

in a county offi cially served by a CAC
• 35,883 children (10% of the state’s population) live 

in a county without offi cial CAC coverage.
Caregivers visiting CACs are asked to take a survey 

about their experience. 98% of caregivers surveyed said 
if they knew anyone else who was dealing with a situa-
tion like the one their family faced, they would tell that 
person about the child advocacy center.

The report includes data on victim demographics, 
alleged offender demographics, reported vs. disclosed 
abuse, services performed, criminal justice response, 
and CAC income budget breakdown. 

“As you can see, the number of children we serve 
is increasing every year. 
This data helps show we 
aren’t done elevating the 
conversation about child 
abuse in West Virginia,” 
said Kate Flack, Chief 
Executive Offi cer of the 
West Virginia Child Advo-
cacy Network. “We must 
continue and expand our 
support of West Virginia’s 
Child Advocacy Centers, 
who are on the front lines 
serving child survivors of 
abuse and ensuring they 
receive hope, healing, and 
justice.”
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Close the windows and lock the doors…the legisla-
ture is offi cially back in session. Week one was a wild 
one.

NUCOR STEEL announced a plan to invest $2.7 
billion in a steel mill in Mason County. It is a massive 
project– 240 acres under roof, at least 800 employees, 
a multi-million dollar payroll, all to make American 
steel right here in West Virginia. The state is providing 
signifi cant tax incentives to Nucor. There is risk giving 
this much in tax incentives to corporations, but they 
won’t come without the incentives today. I supported 
the legislation to make this possible because: the com-
pany has NEVER done a layoff, they are the world’s 
greenest steel company, they provide good paying jobs 
(entry level $70K/year) and college scholarships for all 
employees, they do profi t sharing for all employees an-
nually, the demand for steel is high thanks to federal in-
frastructure investments, this is a golden opportunity in 
green manufacturing for our WV workers, and the state 
won’t invest a penny until the company has invested. If 
this venture is successful, and I think it will be based on 
my meeting with the company, then it will lead to more 
such opportunities in other parts of the state like south-
ern West Virginia. 

ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUSES Also this week, 
GreenPower Motor Works announced plans to build 
electric, zero-emission school buses right here in West 
Virginia. Their 9-acre facility will employ 200 citizens. 
They are partnering with Bridge Valley Community and 
Technical College to train folks.  

FEDERAL FUNDS. Without the infl ux of federal 
funds via the American Rescue Plan and the infrastruc-
ture bill, we wouldn’t be seeing these economic devel-
opment projects. Thanks to our federal Democrats and 
Republicans who supported the bills in Congress. 

COVID continues to rage across the state and nation. 
Active case counts and hospitalizations are at near re-
cord highs. We are praying for all of those infected and 
struggling with the virus, including Governor Justice 
and several legislators. It’s time to put our prayers into 
action and protect our neighbors. Let’s all do our part. 

PAY RAISE. The proposed budget includes a 5% raise 
for all public employees. Not only do I support it, but 
I’m not sure it’s enough. For three reasons. One, a 5% 
raise doesn’t even keep up with infl ation. Two, we need 
to catch up rather than just keep up. Child Protective 
Service workers for example are FAR below regional 
averages. Three, we can’t forget about retirees who are 
not part of the raise as proposed, even though it has been 
decades since they’ve gotten a raise of any kind. 

FLOOD DEMOLITIONS This week I confi rmed 
that we are allowed to use American Rescue Plan funds 
to demolish fl ooded structures like homes and busi-
nesses. This is desperately needed, as dilapidated build-
ings are a safety and economic development issue. I’ve 
been appointed to chair a group of legislators to present 
a funding proposal. Stay tuned.

Cover Up
Did you know that snow is good for your garden plants, 

bushes, etc? How so? Snow gives a protective blanket 
over plants that acts as insulation and barrier against 
dropping temperatures that plunge below freezing. As 
we well know, here the temps have already plummeted 
to 11 degrees in the mountains just last week. More of 
that is expected since we are just starting our winter sea-
son and have a few more months to go. Brrrr.

I employ cover ups that are “free” and easy to take 
on and off my plants for the other times when, out of 
nowhere, we hit 60 degrees mid winter. Cardboard box-
es are plentiful if you are an Amazon user, and can be 
turned upside down and placed over plants. Our rose-
mary bush, a new fi g tree, and perennial sage and oreg-
ano plant are currently under cardboard in my garden. 
Snow and rain won’t harm the cardboard, and it is easy 
to toss off when and if it gets too warm. When a nice 
45 degree day comes along, I remove the cardboard to 
allow sunlight to perk up the plants and warm up the 
soil some, too. When it’s time to plant, the cardboard is 
tossed in the compost pile to break down as worm food.

Plastic jugs with the tops cut off form makeshift 
“cloches” to put over individual plants. Long ago, 
cloches were made from glass and used by dedicated 
gardeners to shelter their plants in inclement weather. 
These were shaped like a bell or a funnel and hundreds 
could be employed in large gardens. I can’t imagine 
storing all that glass in the warm months and what a 
mess if they break! Plastic seems safer and is translu-
cent to allow sunlight to fi lter in on sunny days. Unused 
plastic storage bins can do the same job if you have a 
bunch available. 

Old sheets, towels, or any fabric is great for cover-
ing up plants in extreme temps. When I am preparing 
to insulate my plants from sub-freezing temps, anything 
I can get my hands on quickly works. Fabric, howev-
er, will get weighted down and may break stems and 
branches when it gets wet or fi lled with snow. Wrapping 
a new tree or bush with a sheet or burlap fabric will give 
it just the few degrees of warmth it needs to keep from 
freezing.

Straw or hay or chopped leaves give off heat as they 
break down and are great insulators. Again, these easily 
break down in the warm planting months and can be left 
in the garden as compost materials. 

Freezes are deadly for many outdoor plants or trees. 
You may have heard that some growers and farmers will 
spray their winter crops repeatedly with water before 

Nature’s Way
By Karen Cohen

Master Gardener/Photojournalist/Artist
West Virginia once again 
named top ten travel 
destination for 2022

Commentary

Commentary
AG alerts consumers to 
emerging jury duty scam

the temps begin to drop. This coats the plants with a 
constant temperature of 33 degrees and acts as an ice 
shield. Seems far-fetched, but it works. In some vine-
yards the growers will start small fi res between the 
grape vine rows to keep out the frost, another extreme 
measure. Unless you have a ton of money invested in 
your garden, you will probably just opt to let nature take 
its course. It is, after all, the cycle of nature that requires 
thawing and freezing. Bugs get killed; seeds and some 
plants are stratifi ed in order to produce new growth. Na-
ture keeps its own schedule and there’s not much you 
can do to prevent it, is there?

(Karen Cohen is a Master Gardener, composter, pho-
tojournalist, DJ and explorer. Email: natureswaykar-
en@gmail.com)
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More travel accolades for the Mountain State contin-
ue. Gov. Jim Justice and the West Virginia Department 
of Tourism announced that West Virginia has been se-
lected as one of the Best Places to Go by both Frommers 
and USA Today.

This recognition follows a series of recent notable an-
nouncements by Condé Nast Traveler, Lonely Planet, 
and TIME Magazine, that together rank West Virginia 
as a leading global destination for travel in the new year. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that we live in the 
greatest, most beautiful state in all the country, and I’m 
so proud to see our great state getting the attention it 
deserves,” Gov. Justice said. “Just think back to my very 
fi rst State of the State address, I said that we needed to 
change our image and tell the story of just how good we 
really are in West Virginia. And as we’ve moved for-
ward, all of a sudden the world has noticed the treasure 
that we really are.”

Frommers, a global media company with expert-led 
travel articles, taps the New River Gorge National Park 
and Preserve as a top vacation choice for 2022. The ar-
ticle positions America’s newest national park as a des-
tination with not only interesting topography, but world 
class outdoor recreation such as whitewater rafting, rock 
climbing, mountain biking, and hiking. 

“It is such an honor to help share all that West Virginia 
has to offer with the world,” said Chelsea Ruby, Secre-
tary of the West Virginia Department of Tourism. “The 
recognition we’ve received for the New River Gorge 
National Park and Preserve and the entire state in recent 
months is unprecedented. Features like these bring ad-
ditional travels to the state and help us continue to fuel 
the West Virginia tourism economy. It’s features, like 
these, that result in real, measurable results and visits 
from travelers.” 

USA Today selected the top family-friendly destina-
tions to visit in 2022 - including international and do-
mestic points of interest. The article also showcases the 
New River Gorge National Park & Preserve as having 
incredible natural beauty and outdoor activities the en-
tire family will enjoy.

The Frommers ranking is the latest in a recent series 
of national recognitions of West Virginia.

West Virginia was named a Top Travel Region to visit 
in 2022 by Lonely Planet as a part of its annual Best in 
Travel awards. West Virginia was the only state in the 
country selected.

West Virginia was also selected as one of the Best 
Places to Go by Condé Nast Traveler.

Additionally, the New River Gorge National Park and 
Preserve - America’s newest national park - was named 
to TIME’s annual list of the World’s Greatest Places, 
which highlights 100 extraordinary travel destinations 
around the world.

Also in 2021, the newly established West Virginia De-
partment of Tourism won a pair of national awards from 
the U.S. Travel Association. The department was recog-
nized with a pair of Mercury Awards - the top honors for 
state tourism agencies - for both its 2021 Vacation Guide 
and a social media community building campaign.

NATIONAL SERVICE BILL Last year, I sponsored 
a bill to provide scholarships for students who serve in 
Americorps. It failed in the House, but we passed it in 
the Senate on day one this year. It will help us keep our 
kids here! 

VETERANS DISCOUNTS AT STATE PARKS 
Similarly, my bill from last year to provide veterans dis-
counts at state parks failed in the House last year. So this 
year we passed it in the Senate on day one!

VETERINARY SCHOOL A committee is looking 
into the possibility of opening a veterinary school in 
West Virginia. I’m completely supportive of this effort. 
Every farmer I talk to could use additional vet support 
for their livestock. This could be a unique opportunity 
for our state to fi ll a need. And I think we need to fi ght 
to house it in our region since it’s the agricultural center 
of the state. 

That’s the view from the back pew, where it is my 
privilege to serve you. 

(Senator Stephen Baldwin is the Minority Leader and 
a local pastor. Reach him at 304-357-7959 or stephen.
baldwin@wvsenate.gov. Follow him on Facebook, Twit-
ter, or Instagram @BaldwinForWV)

West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey is 
alerting consumers to an emerging jury duty scam with an 
alarming twist. The Attorney General’s Offi ce received a 
report from the West Virginia Fusion Center earlier this 
week regarding a jury duty fi ne scam that may include a 
potential personal safety element.

A consumer in Kanawha County was contacted by a 
caller representing themself as being with the Kanawha 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce. The call appeared to come from 
a legitimate Kanawha County Sheriff’s Offi ce telephone 
number. The caller had the consumer’s work location, 
home address, work and cell phone numbers, and poten-
tial relatives prior to the consumer providing any sort of 
information. The caller told the consumer they had failed 
to appear for jury duty and had multiple warrants out for 
their arrest. The consumer received instructions to meet 
at the Kanawha County Sheriff’s Offi ce, in-person, and 
to bring $1,900 in bail money, to be paid either in cash 
or by debit card.

The West Virginia Fusion Center also recently received 
three additional reports from the Putnam County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce of scam calls involving similar spoofed calls 
appearing to be from law enforcement requesting pay-
ment for a supposed failure to appear for jury duty.

If consumers receive a suspicious call from someone 
claiming to represent law enforcement, they should check 
directly with the legitimate agency to confi rm whether 
the call is authentic. Anyone who believes they may have 
been affected by this scam should contact the Attorney 
General’s Consumer Protection Division at 1-800-368-
8808, the Eastern Panhandle Consumer Protection Offi ce 
in Martinsburg at 304-267-0239 or visit the offi ce online 
at www.wvago.gov.
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Reunions
GEHS Class of 1972 50th Reunion

The Greenbrier East High School Class of 1972 
is planning its 50th Class Reunion for next sum-
mer, June 24-25, 2022. The planning committee 
wants to invite all of the class’s members, but 
we’re missing addresses for several people. Are 
you in that class? Or know someone who is? If you 
would like to add names to the contact list, please 
send them to Ethel Detch at edetch@comcast.net

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E
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By William “Skip” Deegans
New River hardly comes to mind 

when one thinks of the era of steam-
boats in West Virginia. However, as 
shown in this week’s photo from the 
late 1800s, the New had a steam-
boat. In fact, there were two.  

After the government dredged 
the river above Hinton, local en-
trepreneurs got the idea of using 
steamboats to carry produce and to-
bacco from farms and take materi-
als and supplies to farmers. Shown 
in the photo is the “Cecilia.” It was 
launched from Hinton on Novem-
ber 7, 1878, as all of Hinton turned 

out to watch. The side-wheeler was 
120 ft. long and 20 ft. wide. It had 
a 124 ft. boiler that carried 175 lbs. 
of steam. F. M. Starbuck, an expert 
Hinton machinist who owned a ma-
chine shop and foundry, built the 
boat. It was named for Mrs. Ceci-
lia Miller, wife of C&O locomotive 
engineer, William Miller, either be-
cause he was the fi rst to suggest the 
idea of a steamboat or paid $100 for 
the naming right.

Piloted by Jim Johnson, an Af-
rican-American, the Cecilia could 
travel only as far upriver as Bull 
Falls. Steamboats proved to be too 

large for the New and also unable 
to navigate the Greenbrier River 
as hoped. The Cecilia was quickly 
abandoned. As late as 1933, her hull 
was still visible along the Hinton 
shore. The next effort for motorized 
travel on the New was to equip a 
40 ft. beateau (fl at bottom wooden 
boat) with an airplane engine. Since 
construction of the Bluestone Dam 
in 1949, New River is no longer 
navigable from the town of Hinton 
to Bull Falls.

Sources: Hinton Daily News and 
Hinton Independent-Herald.

Dear Recycle Lady,
I have recently gotten 

new eyeglasses and am 
wondering what to do 
with my old ones. I know 
there used to be places 
that collected formerly 
used glasses for the Lion’s 
Club sight program. Do 
you know of any place in 
Greenbrier County that 
collects used glasses for 
this purpose?  

Better Vision Now
Dear Better Vision 

Now,
I’m glad you are seeing 

better and want to help 
others to have the same 
ability. The Ferrell Eye 
Clinic on Lafayette Street 
in Lewisburg, collects old 
eyeglasses for the Lion’s 
Sight program. They will 
be happy to receive all do-
nations for this program. 
Readers, if there are other 
collection sites, please let 
me know.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Why all the concern 

about using paper towels. 
They are made from trees, 
which are a sustainable re-
course. 

Likes Paper Towels
Dear Likes Paper 

Towels,
According to www.

thealternativedaily.com, 
there are three reasons 
not to use paper towels. 
One, is to save trees and 
resources. Deforestation 
is one of the biggest chal-
lenges we have today for 
the preservation of our en-
vironment and resources. 
Free the ocean says that 
51,000 trees are cut down 
every day to satisfy North 
America’s paper towel 
habit. Second, using a 
reusable cloth reduces 
pollution and third, reus-
ing a reusable cloth saves 
money. 

There are several al-
ternatives to using paper 
towels. Using recycled 
paper towels helps some-
what, but their production 
still requires some trees, 
and they contribute to 

landfi ll waste. A variety 
of green solutions avail-
able today. They may take 
a little getting used to, 
but using them are worth 
the effort. Biodegradable, 
reusable cloth towels are 
available that are less ex-
pensive than paper towels 
and can be used multiple 
times. Your grandmother’s 
“rag-bag” was a great eco-
friendly way to use worn 
outcloth items. She didn’t 
throw away old sheets 
or unwearable clothing. 
They were put in the “rag-
bag” to be used as clean 
up cloths.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Kitty litter, and other 

products, come in boxes 
that have plastic handles. 
Can they be sent to the 
Recycling Center with-
out removing the plastic 
handle?  

Love My Cats
Dear Love My Cats,
Yes, all clean cardboard 

boxes can be sent to the 
Recycling Center. The 
plastic handles do not 
need to be removed. Did 
you know kitty litter can 
be used when your car is 
stuck in snow? Just throw 
several handfuls under 
the tires to improve trac-
tion. Kitty litter can also 
be used on icy sidewalks 
or steps. One word of cau-
tion. Kitty litter will cling 
to shoes so place a mat at 
the entry for wiping off 
shoes.

Good News: Portugal 
has created the largest 
marine protected area in 
Europe, around the Selva-
gens Islands - over 1,000 
square miles that’s burst-
ing with marine life.

Have questions about 
recycling, or interesting 
information about recy-
cling? Send questions or 
requests to recyclelady@
greenbrier-swa.com.  Dear 
Recycle Lady is sponsored 
jointly by the Greenbrier 
Recycling Center and 
Greenworks Recycling.

A Look Back 

Courtesy of the West Virginia Regional History Center.

Center for Rural Affairs pleased with USDA’s 
plan to invest in climate-smart agriculture 

The Center for Rural 
Affairs is applauding 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) 
for its dedication to cli-
mate-smart agriculture 
following the agency’s 
announcement Monday 
that it plans to invest $38 
million in a new pro-
gram aimed at increas-
ing cover crop acres. In 
addition, a key change to 
the Conservation Stew-
ardship Program (CSP) 
was announced.  

“Investments of this 
size are important for 
building climate resil-
iency in agriculture,” 
said Kayla Bergman, se-
nior policy associate for 
the Center. “We know 
that producers are eager 
to implement conserva-
tion measures to improve 
their on-farm financial 

and natural resources; 
and often look to USDA 
to support those efforts.” 

In outlining the US-
DA’s plan, Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vil-
sack said the goal is 
to increase the cover 
crop acres in the U.S. 
to 30 million by 2030, 
which is double the cur-
rent amount. To assist 
in achieving the goal, a 
new cover crop initiative 
was announced as part of 
the Environmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program 
(EQIP). This program is 
focused in 11 states, in-
cluding Iowa and South 
Dakota. 

According to state-
level agency representa-
tives, the program will be 
focused on areas within 
each state that have high 
volumes of applications 

for the existing cover 
crop financial assistance 
programs. 

“Cover crops are an 
important tool to address 
numerous economic and 
natural resource con-
cerns, including build-
ing soil health over the 
long term and improving 
water quality,” Bergman 
said. “In order for pro-
ducers to offset the ini-
tial cost of implementing 
this practice and reap the 
long-term economic and 
natural resource ben-
efits, it is important they 
have financial assistance 
programs like this one to 
lean on.”

Bergman commends 
the added flexibility 
for producers wanting 
to re-enroll in CSP, one 
of the flagship working 
lands conservation pro-

grams at USDA-Natural 
Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS). 

Up to this point, if a 
producer did not apply to 
renew their CSP contract 
the same year their ex-
isting contract expired, 
they would have to wait 
two years before apply-
ing to re-enroll. This in-
eligibility was regardless 
of whether a renewal 
application was rejected 
due to lack of funding on 
USDA-NRCS’s part. 

“We know that only 
47% of CSP renewal ap-
plications were funded 
in 2020 alone,” Berg-
man said. “This removal 
of the two-year wait-
ing period for produc-
ers wanting to re-enroll 
will eliminate a gap in 
financial assistance for 
many.” 
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NEW RESIDENTS WANTED BY:

Greenbrier Greeters
If you have recently moved to this area, 

please contact us for a free welcome visit.
We would be glad to share gifts and information about the area, 

provided free by local businesses and professional services.

Heather Blake, Owner 304-646-2624

greenbriergreeters@gmail.com

Emily Miller, Au.D.Kristin D. Shockey, Au.D.

 

COGNITIVE DECLINE
RISK AWARENESS &
HEARING HEALTH DECISIONS

A 25-year study shows hearing aid 
use can reduce the progression of 
cognitive decline in older adults.

THE SOONER, THE BETTER. 
Many people with gradual 

hearing loss delay vital testing.

did
YOU
know?

Using your hearing, just like exercising a 
muscle, makes it stronger and more effective. 
Reduced hearing stimulation due to untreated 
hearing loss can lead to atrophy of functional 
brain pathways. This can negatively  impact 
hearing ability and speech comprehension and 
may increase the risk of dementia.

252 Montvue Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-645-1851

Chapel Seating For 400 Comfortably
Well Lit Parking Lot With 125 Spaces

12 Reserved For Those 
With Exceptionalities

Wheelchair Accessible – 
Modern Technology

Headstones, Markers 
and Memorials

www.morganfh.net
FB-@morganfhwv

James “ Richie” Holliday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee In Charge

William Ray Yates

Frankford-Wil l iam 
Ray “Billy” Yates, 87, 
passed away Wednes-
day, Jan. 12, 2022, at his 
home.

Born Aug. 19, 1934, in 
Frankford, he was the son 
of the late Charles Lacey 
Yates and Bertha Eliza-
beth Adwell Yates.

Billy worked for Mer-
ry Hill Farm for over 37 
years. 

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded 
in death by a brother, 
Nelson Yates and sis-
ters, Hilda Seldomridge, 
Helen Campbell, Bertha 
Snedegar and Margaret 
Hamrick.

Survivors include his 
loving wife, Madeline 
Yates; sons, Donnie Ray 
Yates (Melissa) of White 
Sulphur Springs, Jackie 
Lee Yates of Frankford, 
John Christopher Yates 
(Cheryl) of Lewisburg, 
and Timothy Yates (Deb-
bie) of Renick; daughter, 
Robin Yates-Loudermilk 
(Greg McCullough) of 
Frankford; brother, Ju-
nior Yates (Carol) of 
Frankford; sister, Cath-
erine Cooke of Anthony; 
nine grandchildren, six 
step-grandchildren, 22 
great-grandchildren, eight 
great-great grandchildren; 
and a longtime friend, 
Trip Hamilton of Lewis-
burg.

It was Billy’s wish to 
be cremated and to have 
no service.

Online guestbook 
may be signed at www.
morganfh.net. Arrange-
ments by Morgan Funeral 
Home, Lewisburg, WV.

Betty Lou Staton 
Hizer

Alderson-Betty Lou 
Staton Hizer, 90, went 
home to be with the Lord 
on Monday, Jan. 3, 2022 
at CAMC-General.

Born Oct. 27, 1931, she 
was a daughter of the late 
Everett Lee and Bessie 
Ellen Kirby Staton.

She was also preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Calvin M. Hizer; son, 
Calvin M. Hizer, Jr. (in-

fant); brothers, Emery L. 
and Richard Stanton; and 
sisters, Thelma Mae Sta-
ton Brooks, and Louise V. 
Bryan.

Betty was a member of 
the River of Life Church 
of God of Alderson. She 
was a homemaker and 
loved crochet, painting, 
making clothes, and loved 
her many cats and dogs.

Betty is survived by 
daughter, Shirley L. Gar-
ten and her husband Ber-
nard P. of Alderson; sister, 
Pearl Martin of Lindside; 
granddaughter, Kayla 
M. Garten of Alderson; 
great-grandchild, Antonio 
Garten; and several nieces 
and nephews.  

Funeral services will 
be held at 1 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Jan. 15, at the 
River of Life Church of 
God with Pastor Anthony 
Carter offi ciating. Burial 
will follow in the Clay-
ton Missionary Baptist 
Church in Clayton.

Visitation will be one 
hour prior to services at 
the church.

Memorial donations 
may be made to Lantz Fu-
neral Home to help with 
funeral expenses.

Online condolences 
may be made at Lantzfu-
neralhome.com

Preston Delano 
Madison

Frankford -Pres ton 
Delano “Maverick” Mad-
ison, 83, passed away Sat-
urday, Jan. 1, 2022, at the 
White Sulphur Springs 
Center.

Born May 27, 1938, 
in Marlinton, he was the 
son of the late Russell P. 
Madison and Bertha Tip-
ton Madison.

Preston was preceded in 
death by a sister, Brenda 
Cogar; brother, Edmund 
“Elwood” Madison; and 
special uncles, Troy Tip-
ton, Basil Coleman, and 
James Oval Tipton.

Survivors include a 
brother, James Madison 
of Pennsylvania; sister, 
Peggy Smailes of Lewis-
burg; and several nieces, 
and nephews.

Funeral was on Friday, 
Jan. 7, at the Morgan Fu-

neral Home, Lewisburg, 
where Pastor Travis How-
ard offi ciated. Burial fol-
lowed in the Enon Baptist 
Church Cemetery, Frank-
ford, WV.

Visitation was Friday at 
the funeral home before 
the service.

Online guestbook can 
be signed at www.mor-
ganfh.net

Ruth Lubrich

White Sulphur 
Springs-Ruth Lubrich, 
86, went home to be with 
the Lord on Monday, Jan. 
10, 2022, surrounded by 
loving family.

Born on Nov. 4, 1935, 
in Brooklyn, NY, she was 
the daughter of the late 
Laurence Doyle and Ma-
bel Kamerdiner.

Ruth was a loving 
and caring wife, moth-
er, grandmother, great-
grandmother and sister. 
She was an avid reader 
and enjoyed working with 
children. She and her hus-
band, Otto, dedicated a 
signifi cant portion of their 
lives to serving their Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
in full-time ministry at 
Word of Life Fellowship.

Besides her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Otto; 
and her siblings, Larry, 
Charles, Ron, and Donn.

Survivors include her 
children, Robin, Otto Jr., 
Melody, and Merilee; 
four siblings, Pat, Bill, 
Doretta and Pam; 12 
grandchildren; 15 great-
grandchildren; 3 step-
grandchildren; and 5 step-
great-grandchildren.

Her family would like 
to express their deep ap-
preciation to the Lewis-
burg Division of Hospice 
for their care and compas-
sion in her fi nal days.

A Celebration of Life 
for Mrs. Lubrich will be 
held on Saturday, Jan. 15, 
at 11 a.m. at the White 
Sulphur Springs Bap-
tist Church (201 Willow 
Street) with Pastor Randy 
Gilliam offi ciating.

Following the services 
there will be a luncheon 
held in the Church’s Fel-
lowship Hall.

Memorials may be 
made to the Schroon Lake 
Library in Schroon, NY 
(15 Leland Avenue, Sch-
roon Lake, NY 12870) or 
White Sulphur Springs 
Library in White Sulphur 
Springs, WV (344 W. 
Main Street).

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in White Sul-
phur Springs is in charge 
of arrangements. Please 
send online condolences 
by visiting www.Wallace-
andWallaceFH.com

Hilda Elaine 
Leaseburge

L e w i s b u r g - H i l d a 
Elaine Leaseburge, 81, 
passed away Friday, Dec. 
31, 2021, at Greenbrier 
Healthcare Center.

Born Jan. 6, 1940, in 
Buckhannon, WV, she 
was the daughter of the 
late Claudius McClellan 
Blankenship and Mae Do-
ris Martin Blankenship.

Elaine was a member of 
Rhema Christian Center 
and was a homemaker.

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 57 
years, Emory J. Lease-
burge; sons, Emory Lewis 
Leaseburge of Lewis-
burg and Kenneth Lynn 
Leaseburge (Leslie) of 
Bluefi eld; daughter, Lori 
Ann Leaseburge (David 
Taylor) of Jacksonville, 
FL; brothers, Barry Blan-
kenship (Leann) of Kent, 
OH and Noel Blanken-
ship (Nancy) of Kent, 
OH; grandson, Emory 
Liam Leaseburge; step-
grandchildren, Asher, 
Rowan, McKenzie, Piper 
and Walker; and several 
nieces, and nephews.

It was Elaine’s wish to 
be cremated.

A memorial service will 
be held later.

Online guestbook 
may be signed at www.
morganfh.net. Arrange-
ments by Morgan Funeral 

Home, Lewisburg, WV.

Peter McClintock 
Curtice, Sr.

March 30, 1945 -
January 7, 2021

On Friday, Jan. 7, 2022, 
Peter Curtice passed away 
peacefully at home at the 
age of 76.

He was born on Mar. 
30, 1945 in Petersburg, 
VA, to Charlie and Peggy 
Curtice and was a 1963 
graduate of Petersburg 
High School and a 1968 
graduate of Campbell 
College. Following col-
lege graduation Peter 
began a 33-year career 
of service with the U.S. 
Social Security Adminis-
tration, retiring as a Re-
gional Manager.  

Peter’s life was hap-
pily spent primarily in 
his three hometowns: 
Petersburg, VA, where 
he was raised and devel-
oped a talent for shenani-
gans; Elizabeth City, NC, 
where he spent the major-
ity of his working years 
and raised his children, 
and Lewisburg/Keister, 
WV where he retired to 
cooler temperatures and 
fantastic river and moun-
tain views. There he spent 
the last ten years building 
his dream home, mostly 
by hand. In each of these 
wonderful communities 
Peter developed deep and 
enduring friendships. He 
was loving and he was 
loved.

Fairness, equality, de-
mocracy, trying your best 
and helping others were 
some of Peter’s defi n-
ing values and traits. His 
greatest gift was living 
those values for his chil-
dren and grandchildren to 
see and hopefully emu-
late.

A man of many talents, 
some more useful than 
others, Peter could fi x and 
build just about anything 

(not quickly, though). 
He was also skilled at all 
things camping, burning 
stuff, slow play practi-
cal jokes, joke telling in 
general, canoeing, label-
ing with specifi city, per-
fectly scrambled eggs, 
being thrifty, and creating 
unique yard art. His sweet 
tooth was legendary!

Peter was preceded in 
death by his father, Char-
lie, his mother, Peggy, his 
brother Buck and his be-
loved daughter Jess.  He 
is survived by his sons 
Pete and Andy, his grand-
children Jack, Noah and 
Barrett; his sister, Anne; 
six nephews; his best 
friend, Louise Peltier; and 
his lifelong close friend 
and adventure buddy, 
John Charles Smith.

A memorial service will 
be held in Petersburg, VA, 
at a later date.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions to The Christopher 
and Dana Reeve Founda-
tion  https://www.christo-
pherreeve.org/donate are 
always needed and appre-
ciated.

Julie Ford

Julie Ford passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, 
January 2, 2022, sur-
rounded by loved ones at 
the age of 86.

She is survived by her 
loving companion, Ran-
dolph Knipp; her two 
daughters, Charlotte (Da-
vid) and Sarah (Roger); 
her grandchildren, Chris-
topher (Mellisa), Julie 
(Michael), Matt (Lauran) 
and Laura; and three 
great-grandchildren.

She was married to 
Todd Ford for 57 happy 
years until he passed 
away in 2015, also on 
January 2 at 86 years 
old. Julie loved Lewis-
burg and was involved in 
her community through 
Play Readers, her bridge 
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club, St. James Episco-

pal church, several book 

clubs, cultural events at 

GVT and Carnegie Hall, 

the library and her many, 

many friends. 

She retired in 1993 af-

ter 30 years teaching in 

Greenbrier County. Her 

students remember her for 

her compassion and genu-

ine interest in their lives, 

and her ability to make 

English class uniquely en-

gaging and entertaining.

Julie attended Ran-

dolph-Macon Women’s 

College and the Univer-

sity of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill. She and her 

sister Helen were raised in 

Lynchburg, VA, by their 

parents Charles and Julia 

Gremmels. She attended 

E.C. Glass High School 

where sh e met Randolph 

Knipp, with whom she’d 

later reconnect and share 

six and a half years trav-

eling, sharing many inter-

ests and spending time at 

their camp by the river.  

Julie will be remembered 

for her joyous spirit, 

her intelligence and her 

sense of humor. In her 

last weeks she told her 

granddaughter Laura, “I 

have no regrets. I’ve had 

a wonderful life - and two 

wonderful men.”

To honor her memory 

friends may make a do-

nation to the Greenbrier 

County Library, 152 Rob-

ert W. McCormick Drive, 

Lewisburg, WV 24901.

A celebration of her life 

will take place later in 

the year - date to be an-

nounced. 

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Lewisburg 

is in charge of arrange-

ments.

Please send online 

condolences by visiting 

www.WallaceandWal-

laceFH.com

Leula Underwood 
Blankenship

Williamsburg-Leula 

Underwood Blankenship, 

82, passed away Wednes-

day, Jan. 5, 2022, at Beck-

ley ARH.

Born Jan. 8, 1939, 

in Renick, she was the 

daughter of the late 

Woodrow Wilson Under-

wood and Margie Reed 

Underwood.

Leula was a homemak-

er. She enjoyed her fl ow-

ers, cooking, canning, and 

spending time with her 

family.

In addition to her par-

ents, she was preceded 

in death by her husband 

of 54 years, Alva Wil-

liam “Rocky” Blanken-

ship; two sons, David and 

Michael; a daughter, Pa-

tricia; sister, Denia Cun-

ningham; and three broth-

ers, Kenneth, George, and 

Johnnie Underwood.

Survivors left to cher-

ish her memory include 

two sisters, Mary Jeffries 

and Regina Hawkins both 

of Pennsylvania; daugh-

ter, Hilda Wilburn (Ron-

ald) of Daniels, WV; six 

sons, Alva Blankenship 

(Cindy) of Maxwelton, 

Melvin Blankenship (Lo-

retta) of Williamsburg, 

Carl Blankenship (April) 

of Williamsburg, Jimmy 

Blankenship (Laura) of 

Union, Bobby Blanken-

ship (Kathy) of Union, 

and Dennis Blankenship 

of Williamsburg; sev-

en grandchildren, nine 

great-grandchildren, one 

great-great grandchild, 21 

step-grandchildren; and 

several nieces, and neph-

ews.

Funeral service was 

held on Tuesday, Jan. 11, 

at the Morgan Funeral 

Home Chapel, Lewis-

burg, where Pastor Mar-

shall Cochran offi ciated.

Burial followed in the 

Andrew Chapel UMC 

Cemetery, Williamsburg, 

WV.

Visitation Monday eve-

ning, Jan. 10, at the funer-

al home.

Online guestbook can 

be signed at www.mor-

ganfh.net.

Arrangements by Mor-

gan Funeral Home, Lew-

isburg, WV.

Nina Ray Morrison

Iron Gate, VA-Nina 

Ray Morrison, 81, passed 

away on Friday, Dec. 31, 

2021, at the Brian Center 

in Low Moor, VA.

Nina was born Dec. 29, 

1940, at Sunlight, WV, the 

daughter of John Mack 

and Edna Stanley Ray.

She was a homemaker 

and CNA at Brian Center.

In addition to her par-

ents Nina was preceded in 

death by her husband, Ar-

chie; son, Johnlee; three 

daughters, Carolyn, Don-

na and Bobbie Jo; three 

grandsons; two brothers, 

David and John Ray; and 

sister, Shirley Skiles.

She leaves behind a 

son, Charles and wife 

Debbie of Iron Gate, VA; 

grandsons, David and 

wife Ada and Lee Morri-

son all of Iron Gate, VA; 

granddaughter, Kimberly 

Cooper of Clifton Forge, 

VA; sister, Elizabeth Ray 

Canada and husband, 

David of White Sulphur 

Springs; several great-

grandchildren; and two 

nieces, April Palmer and 

Janet Gordon of Dayton, 

OH.

Funeral service was 

held on Wednesday, Jan. 

5, at the Morgan Funeral 

Home Chapel, Lewis-

burg. Burial followed in 

the Morningside Cem-

etery, Renick.

Visitation was Wednes-

day before the service at 

the funeral home.

Online guestbook may 

be signed at www.mor-

ganfh.net

Darrell C. 
Beaumont

College Station, TX-

Darrell C. Beaumont, 59, 

passed away on Sept. 8, 

2021 after a short illness 

in College Station, TX.

He was preceded in 

death by both parents, Ra-

mona Sweptson and Don 

Beaumont; and grandpar-

ents, Kermit and Cath-

erine Smith from Ronce-

verte.

He is survived by 

his stepmother, Bar-

bara Beaumont, IL; and 

three half brothers, Ed 

(Mary) Sweptson, Reg-

gie (Tair) Sweptson and 

Jerry (Myra) Sweptson all 

from the Ronceverte area. 

He will also be missed 

by lifelong friend, David 

Linder, TX; and very spe-

cial friends and guardian 

angels, Nancy and Chuck 

Killom of Brenham, TX.

Mr. Beaumont was an 

avid reader and a U.S. 

History buff. He was a 

former ExxonMobil em-

ployee and assistant man-

ager at the Waller County 

Golf Course, Waller, TX.

A private graveside ser-

vice was held by the fam-

ily.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Lewisburg 

submitted this informa-

tion.

Bennie Albert 
Shiffl ett

White Sulphur 
Springs-Bennie Albert 

Shiffl ett, 68, passed away 

at his home on Friday, 

Jan. 7, 2022.

Born Sept. 18, 1953 in 

Neola, he was a son of the 

late Hollis (Sonny) and 

Mary Ryder Shiffl ett.

Bennie moved to Day-

ton, Ohio, when he was 

3. He graduated from 

Belmont High School in 

Dayton. He enlisted in 

the US Army and retired 

from the Army, having 

served in Desert Storm.

Upon retirement from the 

Army he went to work at 

The Greenbrier Hotel as 

a chef in the cafe for 20 

years.

He enjoyed working in 

his fl ower beds and with 

his farm animals. He was 

a caretaker for May Cha-

pel Cemetery.

Bennie was a member 

of the Masonic Lodge #65 

Huntersville, WV, and the 

Shrine at Antioch Dayton, 

Ohio.

Survivors include his 

wife, Robin, of 43 years; 

two sons, Dustin Shif-

fl ett, and Chad Shiffl ett of 

White Sulphur Springs; 

grandchildren, Shay, Tal-

lahassee, and Maggie; 

great-grandchild, Donta; 

three brothers, Gary (Let-

ta) Shiffl ett, Hollis (Rona) 

Shiffl ett both of Dayton, 

Ohio, and Henry Shiffl ett 

of White Sulphur Springs; 

two sisters, Kathy (Ran-

dy) Wells of Xenia, Ohio 

and Rita (Curtis) Kincaid 

of White Sulphur Springs; 

sister-in-law, Donna Shel-

ton of Virginia Beach, 

VA; and many nieces and 

nephews.

Funeral services were 

held on Thursday, Jan. 13, 

at May Chapel Church 

in Neola where Pastor 

Lowell O’Dell offi ciat-

ed. Burial followed with 

Military Rites in the May 

Chapel Church Cemetery.

Visitation was held one 

hour prior to services at 

the church.

Online condolences 

may be made at Lantzfu-

neralhome.com

Herbert Ray 
Loudermilk

Lewisburg -Herber t 

Ray Loudermilk, 92, 

passed away peacefully 

Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2022 at 

his home in Lewisburg.

Herbert was born Sept. 

24, 1929 at Clintonville to 

the late John Washington 

and Bertha Elizabeth Bry-

ant Loudermilk.

Herbert joined the US 

Army at the age of 17 and 

served in the military for 

22 years. He then began 

work with the Virginia 

Department of Transpor-

tation for 22 years.

He was a member of 

First Baptist Church in 

Fairlea. 

In addition to his par-

ents, he is preceded in 

death by his fi rst wife of 

42 years, Hildegard Lan-

gosch Loudermilk; broth-

ers, Guy, Glen, Gray, 

Gordon, Garland, Gerald, 

William, Alvin and Earl; 

and sister, Gracie Hinkle.

He is survived by his 

wife of 25 years, Eve-

lene Loudermilk; daugh-

ter, Renee Rehmar; 

step-daughter, Chrestia 

Bradley; brother, Robert 

Loudermilk; and sister, 

Maryetta Martin.

Funeral services will be 

at 2 p.m. Friday, Jan. 14, 

at Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Lewisburg, 

with Pastor Roger Adams 

and Pastor Don Yeager 

offi ciating.

Entombment with Mili-

tary Honors will follow at 

Wallace Memorial Mau-

soleum in Clintonville.

Visitation will be one 

hour prior to the service 

at the funeral home on 

Friday.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Lewisburg 

is in charge of arrange-

ments.

Please send online 

condolences by visiting 

www.WallaceandWal-

laceFH.com

Charles William 
Tripi

Renick-Charles Wil-

liam Tripi, 76, passed 

away Sunday, Jan. 9, 

2022, at Lewis Gale Med-

ical Center, Salem, VA.

Born Oct. 24, 1945, in 

Buffalo, NY, he was the 

son of the late Anthony 

Tripi and Beatrice Cath-

erine Wiseman Atkinson.

Charlie was self-em-

ployed as a carpenter and 

was a councilman with 

the Town of Renick for 

over 30 years. He is sur-

vived by his wife of 36 

years, Henrietta Tripi; 

daughters, Eva Sawyers 

of Fairlea, and Hannah 

Tripi (Benjamin) of Fair-

lea; grandchildren, Breau-

na and Kaleigh Porter-

fi eld; sister, Paula Wykle 

(James) of Renick; nieces, 

Michelle Painter (Matt) 

of Spencer, and Leslie 

Marcinkowski (Tom) of 

Renick; nephews, Jason 

Wykle of North Carolina 

and Paul Wykle (Teresa) 

of Renick; special cousin, 

Bill Rexrode (Gracie) of 

Clintonville, and their 

children, Rebecca Aken 

of Wirtz, VA, and Mark 

Rexrode of Anderson, SC.

Funeral service will be 

at 12 noon, Friday, Jan. 

14, at the Morgan Funeral 

Home Chapel, 252 Mont-

vue Drive, Lewisburg.

Burial will follow in the 

Morningside Cemetery, 

Renick.

Visitation will be one 

hour prior to the service, 

Friday at the funeral 

home.

We will be following 

COVID-19 recommenda-

tions and ask all guests to 

wear a mask.

Online guestbook 

may be signed at www.

morganfh.net. Arrange-

ments by Morgan Funeral 

Home, Lewisburg, WV.

Patricia Ann Weikle

Caldwell-Patricia Ann 

Weikle, 85, passed away 

Thursday, Dec. 30, 2021, 

at Greenbrier Valley Med-

ical Center.

Born Apr. 11, 1936, 

in Union, she was the 

daughter of the late Earl 

Cecil and Rose Ann Bos-

tic Hall.

Mrs. Weikle was a 

homemaker and was a 

member of Zions Light 

Baptist Church.

In addition to her par-

ents, she was preceded 

in death by her husband, 

Robert Weikle; half-

brother, Earl Cecil Hall, 

Jr.; brothers, Ernest and 

James Hall; sister, Ina 

Grubb; and granddaugh-

ter, Jennifer Weikle.

Survivors are two sons, 

Michael Weikle (Pat) of 

Organ Cave and Greg-

ory Weikle (Donna) of 

Pickaway; two daughters, 

Brenda Bostic (Ronnie) 

of Beckley and Carol Al-

len (James) of Lewisburg; 

brothers, Robert Hall of 

Sinks Grove and Charles 

Hall (Elizabeth) of Union; 

fi ve grandchildren, fi ve 

great-grandchildren; and 

several nieces and neph-

ews.

Funeral service was 

held Tuesday, Jan. 4, 

at the Morgan Funeral 

Home Chapel, Lewis-

burg, where Pastor Gary 

Baker offi ciated. Burial 

followed in the Greenbri-

er Memorial Gardens.

Visitation was Tuesday 

at the funeral home before 

the service.

Online guestbook may 

be signed at www.mor-

ganfh.net

Martha K. 
Brackman 
McClung

December 22, 1950 - 
January 6, 2022

Martha K. (Marky) 

Brackman McClung 

passed away Thursday, 

Jan. 6, 2022. She had suf-

fered a long illness.

Marky had several 

passions which included 

her family and their ath-

letic endeavors, breaking 

bread together with her 

friends, and her sense of 

style, to which gaudy was 

never a bad thing.

She was always one to 

put others before herself. 

As strong as she was in 

her convictions, she was 

committed to loving her 

family and friends. Her 

sense of fl air and passion 

will be greatly missed by 

all those who knew her, 

whether it be by friend, 

mother, granny, wife, or 

sister.

She was preceded in 

death by her parents, E. 

F. (Brack) Brackman and 

Annabel Sweet Brack-

man, and sister Dana 

Weese, and four nephews.

She is survived by 

her husband, Michael F. 

(Mike) McClung; fi ve 

children, Shawn Mc-

Clung (Bobbie), Marcus 

McClung (Lenoir), Tem-

pest Lowman (Bruce), 

Seth McClung, and Sam 

McClung (Pixote); ten 

grandchildren, Lauren, 

Anna, Mac, Halen, Madi-

son, Fallon, Brack, Cam, 

Zeke, and Luke; and one 

great-grandchild, Lyla. 

She is also survived by 

seven siblings, Pam Stelt-

ing, Christine Feamster, 

George Brackman, Linda 

Spear, Janie Kellogg, Bill 

Brackman, and Beckey 

Owens; and a multitude 

of nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be on 

Saturday, Jan. 15 at Enon 

Baptist Church at 11 a.m. 

followed by her funeral at 

12:30 p.m. Enon Baptist 

Church is located at 4488 

Vago Road, Frankford.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Lewisburg 

is in charge of arrange-

ments.

Please send online 

condolences by visiting 

www.WallaceandWal-

laceFH.com

Clifford Fry 
Lindsay

Frankford-Clifford 

Fry Lindsay, 75 passed 

away Monday, Jan. 10, 

2021.

Born Nov. 13, 1946, in 

Bedford, VA, he was the 

son of the late John Craw-

ford and Joyce Fry Lind-

say.

Cliff graduated from 

William and Mary with 

a B.S. in Chemistry, Vir-

ginia Tech with a MS, 

and PhD in Mining Engi-

neering. He was a retired 

Mining Engineer. He had 

a passion for everything 

that dealt with geology. 

He was an avid mineral 

collector, but his main 

passion was the caves of 

the Greenbrier Valley. He 

spent over 50 years map-

ping and exploring the 

underground. Cliff was 

a life member and fel-

low of the National Spe-

leological Society, a 50-

year member of the West 

Virginia Association for 

Cave Studies and a found-

ing member and director 

of the West Virginia Cave 

Conservancy. He and his 

wife, Lois received the 

Virginia Region’s Land-

owner of the Year award 

for their stewardship of 

Fuller’s Cave. Cliff was 

also working on a book 

of the caves and karst in 

the area around Renick. It 

is ready to be published. 

Cliff’s love of caves is 

what brought him to settle 

in West Virginia for the 

last 30 years of his life.

In addition to his par-

ents, he was preceded in 

death by a brother, John 

M. Lindsay and his wife, 

Jane.

Survivors include his 

loving wife of 43 years, 

Lois Blevins Lindsay; and 

a very special niece and 

Goddaughter, Jessica C. 

H. Lindsay and fi ancé Na-

thaniel Milder of Rock-

ville, MD.

It was Cliff’s wish to 

be cremated. A memorial 

service will be planned 

later.

Online guestbook 

may be signed at www.

morganfh.net. Arrange-

ments by Morgan Funeral 

Home, Lewisburg, WV.
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A new business is ramping up in the 
Meadow River Valley. MRV Beverage is 
located east of Rainelle in the former RC 
bottling plant and is bottling and shipping 
Langers Juice products for distribution to 
grocery store warehouses in the eastern 

United States. MRV Beverage is owned 
50% by Langers and 50% by David 
Catlett and John Yates.

Job interviews were recently held for 
the production line, maintenance, and 
support staff, including accounting and 

traffi c. Within a year to 18 months, the 
facility is expected to reach its full capa-
bilities, employing a team of 56 people. 
All positions pay above minimum wage 
and include insurance and paid holidays.

New positions will open as needed un-

til they reach full production. If you’re in-
terested in employment, please send your 
resume to humanresources@mrvbever-
age.com. You can also follow the facility 
on the MRV Beverage Facebook page to 
learn more about the company.

Opening its doors last 
April, the new Laundry 
Lounge in Rupert is bring-
ing affordable and effi -
cient laundry services to 
the community in a clean 
and positive environment.

The laundromat serves 
customers with regu-
lar-sized and oversized 
laundry machines, an at-
tractive lounge area with 
a fl at-screen TV, local 
cable channels, vending 
machines, soap and fab-
ric softener, games, and a 
gumball machine for kids 
- and adults. 

The Laundry Lounge is 
open from 6 a.m. to mid-
night every day. The busi-
ness functions remotely, 
with streaming cameras 
for security and a “help” 
button inside the laundro-
mat where customers can 
directly contact the owner, 
Brandon Black. 

The Laundry Lounge is 
excited to bring a needed, 
affordable service to Ru-
pert and hopes that the 
laundromat sparks other 
entrepreneurs to consider 
opening a business. 

“I hope it continues to 
grow and help the people 
of the community. I also 
hope it gives other build-
ing owners hope that a 
new business will survive 

and to take a chance on the 
community,” says Black.

What else should folks 
know about the Laundry 
Lounge? 

“We appreciate the sup-

port from everyone,” notes 
Black. “I’m open to ideas 
or suggestions from ev-
eryone. If people have any 
suggestions, please mes-
sage me on Facebook.”

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
WWW.MOUNTAINMESSENGER.COM

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-918-8270

Mon Forest Towns Partnership adopts 
fi  ve -ye ar strategic plan for sustainable 
recreation and economic growth
White Sulphur Springs 
included as one of 10 
gateway communities 
Eighteen months after formally es-

tablishing the Mon Forest Towns part-
nership, an initiative involving West 
Virginia University, USDA Rural De-
velopment, Monongahela National 
Forest, the Woodlands Development 
Group, and ten gateway communities, 
momentum continues to grow with a 
new fi ve-year strategic plan.

The formal strategic plan was de-
veloped with participation from all the 
partners and will focus the towns on 
seven goals to help guide them individ-
ually and collectively toward sustain-
able recreation and economic growth:

• Goal 1: Improve community health 
and wellness through promotion of 
outdoor recreation activities and infra-
structure improvement.

• Goal 2: Develop an outdoor recre-
ation entrepreneurial culture by sup-
porting the creation and growth of local 
recreation and tourism-based business-
es.

• Goal 3: Promote the uniqueness of 
the Mon Forest Towns and recreation 
opportunities in the region through col-
laborative regional marketing.

• Goal 4: Develop world-class trails 
and outdoor recreation opportunities in 
the Mon Forest Towns region.

• Goal 5: Increase employment op-
portunities in recreation-related fi elds to 
build a year-round recreation economy.

• Goal 6: Create a downtown experi-
ence that recreationists would enjoy.

• Goal 7: Develop a Sustainable Part-
nership Framework

The partnership has recently hired a 
grants coordinator and two new Ameri-
Corps members have joined the team 
through a partnership with the Appa-
lachian Forest National Heritage Area. 
These positions will help increase ca-
pacity to leverage partnerships and se-
cure funding through grants to build a 
sustainable economy around outdoor 
recreation while promoting healthy 
lifestyles and creating economic oppor-

tunities for residents.
Other recent achievements of the 

partnership include the grand opening 
of the Mower Basin Trail System as a 
part of the Snowshoe Highlands Ride 
Center; the installation of signs, way-
fi nding, and kiosks identifying points 
of interests in each of the ten Mon For-
est Towns; the establishment of formal 
marketing and grant committees; and 
the selection of a grant-funded market-
ing agency to assist in further strategic 
planning and marketing.

Mountain biking continues to be a 
major focus for the partnership, espe-
cially with the recent establishment of 
the Snowshoe Highlands Ride Center. 
There are several trail systems that are 
designed, ready to be built or planned 
for future that will be added to the Ride 
Center at the following locations: Green 
Bank Observatory, Monday Lick Trails, 
Watoga State Park, and additional trails 
at the Mower Basin Trail System and 
Snowshoe Mountain.

With funding from the Benedum 
Foundation and WVU, a team is work-
ing to gather information and gauge 
attitudes on recreation economic devel-
opment in the Monongahela National 
Forest area. They have developed a 
survey to provide data about regional 
collaboration on the recreation econo-
my from residents who live in one of 
the eight counties (Grant, Tucker, Ran-
dolph, Greenbrier, Webster, Nicholas, 
Pendleton, and Pocahontas) in the Mon 
Forest Towns partnership. 

Adult residents can access the survey 
at https://wvu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_40mvthfETWOhT8O. The data 
gathered will help the team understand 
opinions on recreation economic devel-
opment and will be used to strengthen 
the link between communities and pub-
lic/private sectors in promoting sustain-
able community development around 
recreation.

Learn all about the Mon Forest towns 
partnership and recreational opportu-
nities at https://monforesttowns.com. 
Be sure to check out the most recent 
newsletter for all the latest happenings 
and follow them on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/monforesttowns
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943’

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 

1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now Avail-
able!  Get GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your service with you 
when you travel!  As low as $109.99/
mo! 833-586-1598

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-844-358-
7158.

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions apply. W/ 
24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/
mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, news 
& entertainment anywhere. One 
year of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD 
Power & Assoc.) Call for more 
details! (some restrictions apply) Call 
1-844-373-2749DIRECTV NOW. 
No Satellite Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On Demand Titles. 
No Annual Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-855-767-6026

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 1-855-767-6026

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-

ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

 MISCELLANEOUS
$10K+ IN DEBT? Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay a fraction of your debt. Call 
National Debt Relief  877-755-1089

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today 
for a FREE QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving!  Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 888-902-
2365

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A 
NEW SHOWER? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design consul-
tation. Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-833-385-1415 today to see how you 
can save $1,000 on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/wvps

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920. 
Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Ser-
vices: Consultation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/WV

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

WORK WANTED
EXPERIENCED MOM 
WILL CARE FOR YOUR 
CHILD in her Lewisburg 
home. References avail-
able. 301-661-6172.

FOR RENT
FOR RENT: Large ware-
house space for lease be-
hind Red Oaks Shopping 
Center, Fairlea. Various 
sizes include 1,800 sq. ft., 
3,600 sq. ft. and 10,000 
sq. ft. 304-645-2415.

If You Only Use It 
Once A Year...

Why Not Rent It 
Once A Year?

152 N. SENECA TRAIL
FAIRLEA, WV

304-645-7326

Y O l U

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
�������	
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All Utilities Included. 
On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Regardless of Age.
,

Fourth Way Properties
Check out available properties at
4thwayproperties.com

FOR RENT

Call Terry or Isela @
(304) 647-8943

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

~

SUNSET TERRACE MOTEL
106 POMERY CIRCLE, LEWISBURG

Furnished room with small refrigerator, 
microwave TV, WiFi,  and coin operated 

laundry room.  Pet friendly, quarter mile from downtown 
Lewisburg, local shops and restaurants. All utilities 

included plus security deposit. Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures and details.

$750 Monthly, 
$375 Weekly

MONTHLY FURNISHED ROOMS

$975 Monthly 
Plus utilities and $975 security deposit.

124 FEAMSTER ROAD, 
LEWISBURG, WV 24901

One bedroom apartment in downtown Lewisburg, 
within walking distance to the West Virginia School 

of Osteopathic Medicine, local shops and 
restaurants. All utilities included. Pet friendly, 

additional deposit required. $750 security deposit.

$750 Month

558 GREENBRIER AVENUE
WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, WV

Beautiful 3 bedroom duplex, 1-1/2 bath, washer and 
dryer connection, living room, dining room, and large 

kitchen. Nice front and back yard, quiet neighborhood. 
Located in Villa Park, within walking distance to city 
park, pool and The Greenbrier Hotel. Pet friendly.   

Additional pet deposit required.

1096 Broad Street. Summersville, WV 26651
Phone: (304) 872-5872   Fax: (304) 872-5877

Mountain Transit Authority

JOB OPENING AVAILABLE
The Mountain Transit authority is hiring for

FULL-TIME & PART-TIME 
BUS OPERATORS

In the Greenbrier County area.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Aviagen Turkeys operates over 20 farms and two 
hatcheries in the Greenbrier Valley. The company 
provides jobs for over 80 people in the community and 
there is a range of career opportunities available.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
�����������	
�

���
�
������
����
��
��
���
���
��
���
����
��
��

������
����
��
BENEFITS

�����������������!�"#$�%����&��'���
(�&)��&'���**�!��+�&)�,�(�,�!����-&����.��)�


'/�+,�����*������(�+0��'
	+��+��������&���1+2��//�&���&+����2�&�����3�

���/344...5�-&�0�����6�,�5��4�������
��7�+������8�����9#"!:;9!<=>#7��?�5�<":

 31186 Midland Trail East, Lewisburg, WV 24901

Is looking for Teachers 
and Teacher Assistants 

for their Child Care 
and After School 

programs; part time 
Custodial workers 
�������	
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Please call 681-262-2016 to inquire and/or send a 
resume to wvmarvelcenter@gmail.com

themarvelcenter.org/ OR facebook.com/themarvelcenter
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L E G A L

(Cert. No. 132191 Robert L. or Georgene Deitz )
To: THE HEIRS OF ROBERT L. WRIGHT, THE HEIRS OF MAGGIE G. WRIGHT, ROBERT L. 
WRIGHT, MAGGIE G. WRIGHT, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, 
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subject property.
DISTRICT Ronceverte Corp  MAP  PARCEL

You will take notice that Robert L. or Georgene Deitz, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cer-
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Greenbrier County.
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G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
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Nonentered Lands of Greenbrier County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
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�����!���"#��$������	��%���
Building 1, Room W-118

Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Now Hiring RNs, Lab Technicians 
& Physical Therapists

$5000 sign on bonus  

Now Hiring Paramedics 
& LPNs

$1500 sign on bonus
 

All positions include competitive 
wages, retirement and benefits package, 

generous PTO and sick time.
 

DEADLINE TO APPLY JANUARY 21.  
See our website for details 

and how to apply at 
www.pmhwv.org/current-openings/
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We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach 
out to us for help getting rid of their 
timeshare. In 2019, we relieved over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit
 and see if you qualify:

844-738-0094

DON’T JUST KINDA TV DIRECTV

With NFL SUNDAY TICKET and DIRECTV local channels 
(CBS, FOX, NBC). Select int’l games excluded.

844.373.2749
IV Support Holdings

Contact Your Local DIRECTV Dealer Today!

*Available only in the U.S. (excl Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Req’s compatible device. Live streaming channels based on your TV pkg & location. Not all channels available to stream 

out of home. To watch recorded shows on the go, must download to mobile device using Genie HD DVR model HR44 or higher connected to home Wi-Fi network. Rewind and 

fast-forward may not work. Limits: Mature, music, pay-per-view and some On Demand content is not available for downloading. 5 shows on 5 devices at once. All functions and 

programming subject to change at any time. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. 

Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks 
of the NFL and its affiliates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are 

trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

• The undisputed leader in sports. DIRECTV brings 
you every live NFL game, every Sunday, with NFL 
SUNDAY TICKET and DIRECTV local channels (CBS, 
FOX, NBC).
Select int’l games excluded. NFL SUNDAY TICKET subscription required.

• Watch your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere*

Scholarship available for Carnegie 
Hall Homeschool Series

SCHOOLSCHOOL

WV Veterans 
Upward Bound

Offering Free Aid With:
1.  GI Bill Education Benefits

2. FAFSA
We Are Also Starting A Beginning Computer 

Class From February 1st - March 22nd
Time is 4-6 pm

For More Information And Registration
Call Curtis Pauley 304-646-0684

All Services And Classes Are FREE

Carnegie Hall invites students 
from the age of 6 -12 to come join 
in the fun and explore the wonder-
ful world of the arts. Create your 
own clay creatures, visit outer 
space, and launch marshmallows 
from catapults built in class. Be a 
part of an archaeological dig, learn 
to paint like a Viennese artist, and 
learn how to play the recorder.  

Carnegie Hall is offering Tues-
day afternoon classes aimed at 
providing hands-on arts and sci-
ences educational opportunities 
for homeschool and virtual school 
students. The 12-class Series takes 
place at Carnegie Hall on Tues-
days, March through May. Limited 
scholarships are available.

The STEAM oriented series 
begins with Build A Clay Ani-
mal, taught by Amy Durrman. 
The series continues with Painted 
Gourd Shakers (Sharon Ginsburg), 
An Intro to the Universe (Dave 
Buhrman, Art Journaling (Kathleen 
DeRouen), Build a Marshmallow 
Catapult (Harmony Flora), Learn to 
Play the Recorder (Susan Adkins), 
Draw & Paint Hundertwasser Style 
(Jennifer Orr), Can You Dig It? 
(Sean O’Connell), and Kids In the 
Kitchen (Harmony Flora).

Individual class dates and times 
are Tuesdays, Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 
Apr. 12, 19, 26, May 3, 10, 17, and 

24, from 1-2:30 p.m. There is no 
class scheduled for April 5. These 
workshops are small, socially dis-
tanced, in-person classes. Maxi-
mum class size is 12 students. All 
participants are required to wear 
masks while in Carnegie Hall.

The Homeschool Series cost 
$180 for members and $200 for 
nonmembers. The price includes all 

materials. Thanks to generous sup-
port from Carnegie Hall sponsors, 
there are scholarships available that 
allow students to pay only $80 for 
all twelve classes. To enroll or for a 
complete list of classes and work-
shops visit carnegiehallwv.org/
classes-and-workshops or call 304-
645-7917, Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Carnegie Hall Homeschool

SNHU announces Fall 
2021 President’s List

It is with great pleasure that 
Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity (SNHU) congratulates the fol-
lowing students on being named to 
the Fall 2021 President’s List: Feli-
cia Ritter of Ronceverte and Mary 
Tincher of Lewisburg. 

Full-time undergraduate stu-
dents who have earned a minimum 
grade-point average of 3.700 and 
above are named to the President’s 
List. Full-time status is achieved by 
earning 12 credits; undergraduate 
day students must earn 12 credits 
in the fall or spring semester, and 
online students must earn 12 cred-
its in either EW1 & EW2, EW3 & 
EW4, or EW5 & EW6.

Southern New Hampshire Uni-

versity (SNHU) is a private, non-
profi t institution with an 89-year 
history of educating traditional-
aged students and working adults. 
Now serving more than 160,000 
learners worldwide, SNHU offers 
approximately 200 accredited un-
dergraduate, graduate and certifi -
cate programs, available online and 
on its 300-acre campus in Man-
chester, NH. Recognized as the 
“Most Innovative” regional univer-
sity by U.S. News & World Report 
and one of the fastest-growing uni-
versities in the country, SNHU is 
committed to expanding access to 
high quality, affordable pathways 
that meet the needs of each learner. 
Learn more at www.snhu.edu.

Communities In 
Schools of Greenbrier 
County receives Pyles 
& Turner Grant Award

Communities In 
Schools of Greenbrier 
County is the proud re-
cipient of the Pyles & 
Turner 2022 mini grant. 
The $750 award will assist 
in the continuation of free 
services CISGC provides 
to Greenbrier County’s 
at-risk and disadvantaged 
youth. Last year, more 
than 4,600 students bene-
fi ted from services CISGC 
provided in Greenbrier 
County. Of the total stu-
dents served, more than 
340 received individual-
ized case management. 

Operating as a 501(c)3, 
CISGC provides school-
based and individualized 
services to every pub-
lic school in Greenbrier 
County. As the level of 
need for Greenbrier Coun-
ty’s most vulnerable youth 
continues to rise, CISGC 

continues to expand its 
program- increasing ser-
vice hours by 76% over 
the last two years.

Due to the much-need-
ed expansion, CISGC 
actively seeks additional 
funding from community 
members, local business-
es, and private founda-
tions. CISGC could not 
carry out our mission “to 
surround students with a 
community of support, 
empowering them to stay 
in school and achieve in 
life” without partnerships 
such as these and is grate-
ful for the generosity of 
its partners. For more in-
formation about CISGC, 
please call 304-661-1018, 
email director@cisgc.org 
or visit www.cisgc.org. 
You can also stay up-to-
date through our Face-
book page.

Transforming lives 
for a healthier WV

The West Virginia Ju-
nior College and Green-
brier Valley Medical Cen-
ter have partnered to offer 
a hybrid online nursing 
program. Students can live 
and work in the Meadow 
River Valley while earn-
ing their Associate Degree 
in Nursing in less than two 
years.

The program includes 
online learning blended 
with in-person clinical and 
lab experiences. A Mobile 
Nursing Lab will travel 
throughout the state bring-
ing hands-on simulation 
experiences to the stu-

dents. Online coursework 
allows students the fl ex-
ibility of learning at home, 
while the in-person clini-
cal and lab experiences 
ensure students have the 
practical experience need-
ed for highly skilled nurs-
ing. This one-of-a-kind 
nursing program brings 
high-quality education to 
rural communities in West 
Virginia. To learn more 
about the program, go to 
https://www.wvjc.edu/on-
line-nursing-program/ or 
email Samantha Espositio 
at sesposito@wvjc.edu.

Zachary Ramsey 
earns a spot on 
Dean’s List at Coastal 
Carolina University

Nearly 2,500 under-
graduate students at 
Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity were named to the 
Dean’s List for the Fall 
2021 semester, including 
Zachary Ramsey, a Ma-
rine Science major from 
Caldwell, West Virginia.

Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity is a dynamic, pub-
lic comprehensive liberal 
arts institution located in 
Conway, located just min-
utes from the resort area 
of Myrtle Beach, SC.

CCU offers baccalaure-

ate degrees in 95 major 
fi elds of study. Among the 
University’s graduate-lev-
el programs are 27 mas-
ter’s degrees, two educa-
tional specialist degrees, 
and the doctorates in edu-
cation and in marine sci-
ence: coastal and marine 
systems science. CCU 
boasts a growing array of 
internship, research, and 
international opportunities 
for students, as well as nu-
merous online programs 
through Coastal Online.
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Passing national board exams 
allows medical students to ad-
vance to the next step of their 
journey toward becoming a 
physician. The rewards for those 
who create the exams might be 
less obvious, but crafting exam 
questions - or “item writing,” 
as the National Board of Os-
teopathic Medical Examiners 
(NBOME) calls it - is a critical 
part of the medical education 
process.

Kristie Bridges, Ph.D., a fac-
ulty member at the West Virginia 
School of Osteopathic Medicine 
(WVSOM), received the COM-
LEX-USA Level 1 Item Writer 
of the Year award for 2021.

The award is one of sev-
eral presented annually by the 
NBOME, the independent or-
ganization that provides com-
petency assessments for osteo-
pathic medical licensure and 
related health care professions. 
Bridges is one of hundreds of 
physicians and educators who 
serve on the organization’s os-
teopathic National Faculty, a 
group that contributes to COM-
LEX exams as well as to the 
specifi c content achievement 

tests (COMATs) provided to all 
osteopathic medical students in 
order to progress in their studies 
and ultimately receive licensing.

Bridges, who chairs WV-
SOM’s Department of Biomedi-
cal Sciences, has been contrib-
uting to COMLEX exams since 
2014. She said she is thankful 
for being recognized by the 
NBOME and enjoys being in-
volved with exam creation.

“It’s an honor to have a na-
tional organization acknowl-
edge your work,” Bridges said. 
“Serving with NBOME has been 

a wonderful learning experience 
and an opportunity to grow as 
an educator. The inclusion of a 
diverse group of faculty in the 
development of national board 
exams benefi ts everyone and 
promotes continuous improve-
ment in quality and relevance. 
I’m pleased to be involved in 
that process.”

Besides item writing, 
NBOME National Faculty re-
view, edit and revise exam con-
tent prior to testing as well as 
afterward.

The NBOME Licensure As-
sessment Services Department 
nominated Bridges for the 
award, citing her high volume 
of items for the exam as well as 
her dedication to creating well-
constructed items in the compe-
tency domains of practice-based 
learning and improvement and 
systems-based practice.

Practice-based learning and 
improvement refers to the abil-
ity to evaluate current practices 
and research evidence and ap-
ply this information to the con-
tinuous improvement of patient 
care. Systems-based practice 
involves demonstrating aware-

ness of the larger context of 
health care, and identifying re-
sources to maximize the health 
of individuals and of the com-
munity at large. Those areas of 
medical education represent two 
of the seven core competencies 
students are expected to master 
during medical school, Bridges 
said.

“The core competencies are 
the basis of medical education, 
the skills necessary for students 
to develop in order to become 
caring and compassionate phy-
sicians who excel in their fi eld,” 
she said. “This exam determines 
whether students can move for-
ward in the process of becoming 
a physician, so it’s crucial that 
it’s a high-quality exam.”

WVSOM students take the 
COMLEX Level 1 at the end 
of their second year, the COM-
LEX Level 2 at the end of their 
third year, and the COMLEX 
Level 3 during graduate medi-
cal education. COMATs, which 
assess students’ knowledge in 
specifi c biomedical and clinical 
disciplines, are taken at various 
times during osteopathic medi-
cal school.

Raeann Carrier, Ph.D., WV-
SOM’s director of the Offi ce of 
National Boards and Exam Cen-
ter and a NBOME National Fac-
ulty member since 2009, said 
that while WVSOM has several 
biomedical and clinical faculty 
members involved in various 
stages of COMLEX exam de-
velopment, Dr. Bridges’ recog-
nition is well deserved.

“The topic areas to which Dr. 
Bridges contributes are diffi cult 
ones to address in the COMLEX 
testing format, which makes 
drafting fair and appropriate 
questions a challenge. Her abil-
ity to identify relevant material, 
draft thoughtful and accurate 
questions, and to have them ac-
cepted as written, or with little 
editing, is impressive,” Carrier 
said.

At least one dozen WVSOM 
faculty members and admin-
istrators have worked with the 
NBOME on exam creation in 
the past year. Jandy Hanna, 
Ph.D., WVSOM’s former asso-
ciate dean of research and spon-
sored programs, was named a 
COMAT Item Writer of the Year 
for 2017.

BEST
STEAKS
IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Chicken Parmesan

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg
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Served over Linguine with salad and garlic bread.

Show support for local news, 
while increasing your business 
potential – ADVERTISE in the 

Mountain Messenger today. 
Call 304-647-5724 or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

WVSOM faculty member receives national award for board exam contributions

Kristie Bridges, Ph.D.
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Thanks for making us your 
local listening choice!

Today’s 
Rock

Greenbrier Valley’s Talk 
and News Headquarters

Your Classic 
Hits Station

The Classics 
and Today’s 

Country

Crys Matthews to hold ‘Calling 
Them In’ at The Wild Bean 

Fifth Annual Donald Davis 
Memorial Toy Drive ‘very 
successful’ for children

STEPPIN’ OUTSTEPPIN’ OUT

Crys Matthews
On Saturday morning, 

Jan. 22, at 10 a.m., Carn-
egie Hall presents “Calling 
Them In” at the Wild Bean 
in downtown Lewisburg 
with Crys Matthews.  “Call-
ing Them In” is a frank dis-
cussion about some of the 
challenges of activism in 

the 21st Century.  Matthews 
will discuss how she, as an 
activist, continues to walk 
the walk when it is so easy 
to simply call out and not 
call in. This is a free event 
and everyone is welcome. 

This event was originally 
scheduled for 11 a.m. Please 

note the time change.
This special event is in 

conjunction with Carnegie 
Hall’s fi rst Mainstage Per-
formance of 2022 which 
features Matthews on Fri-
day evening, Jan. 21, at 7:30 
p.m. in the renovated Ham-
ilton Auditorium. 

For more information call 
Carnegie Hall Box Offi ce at 
304-645-7917, visit www.
carnegiehallwv.org, or stop 
by at 611 Church Street, 
Lewisburg, West Virginia.  
Carnegie Hall Box Offi ce is 
open Monday through Fri-
day, 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Governor’s School for 
the Arts now accepting 
applications for 2022
The West Virginia Governor’s School for the 

Arts (GSA) is accepting applications from current 
high school sophomores to attend the 2022 ses-
sion to be held June 26 through July 16 at Marshall 
University. The GSA is a three-week residential 
program providing individual and in-depth group 
instruction in the arts for current high school 
sophomores living in and attending school in West 
Virginia.  

Artistic areas addressed are acting, creative 
writing, dance, instrumental music, studio art and 
vocal music. Skilled artists and teachers will work 
with students who demonstrate interest in those 
areas. In addition, the GSA attempts to broaden 
the students’ understanding of the arts through in-
terdisciplinary courses focusing on common ele-
ments in the arts disciplines. 

“The GSA has a strong tradition in our state of 
helping students expand their horizons and devel-
op their talents,” State Superintendent of Schools 
W. Clayton Burch said. “The impact this program 
has on our children cannot be overstated because 
it immerses them in a community of fellow art-
ists where they share and grow with like-minded 
people. In addition, they are guided by teaching 
professionals who provide content knowledge and 
real-world expertise in their fi elds of interest that 
enrich the experience even more.” 

GSA is provided by the State of West Virginia at 
no cost to the students or their families.   

Applications and directions for preparing for 
auditions can be found on the Governor’s Schools 
website at govschools.wv.gov/gsa. Specifi c ques-
tions may be addressed to Sherry Keffer, the Gov-
ernor’s Schools coordinator, at cheryl.keffer@
k12.wv.us. The deadline to apply is Friday, Jan. 
28, with audition videos or portfolios due Feb. 4.

For media inquiries, contact Christy Day, West 
Virginia Department of Education Offi ce of Com-
munications, at 304-558-2699 or Christy.Day@
k12.wv.us

The toy collection for 2021 was a success.

The fi fth annual Donald Davis 
Memorial Toy Drive, which pro-
vides Christmas toy gifts for chil-
dren in need in the Meadow River 
Valley in eastern Fayette County 
and western Greenbrier County, 
was “tremendously successful” 
according to Patti Burwell, a 
spokesperson for the drive.

Financial support for the fi fth 
annual drive was provided by 
members of Davis’ family in 
the area including cousins and 
friends, the Greenbrier Valley 
Council 8689 of Knights of Co-
lumbus, McElhenney Church of 
Dawson, Sacred Heart Catholic 
Churches of Rainelle and Spring-
dale, and several individuals.

Donald Davis lived in Northern 
Virginia, and every year at Christ-
mastime would load up his vehi-

cle with new toys and bring them 
to the Fayette/Greenbrier area for 
children who would not have had 
a toy for Christmas otherwise.  

After his passing several years 
ago, his family members in the 
area and friends began to carry on 
his generosity benefi ting the chil-
dren in the area.   

In addition to toys, the Donald 
Davis Drive also provided new 
coats, toboggans, hoodies, gloves, 
and some gift cards to three dif-
ferent public schools in the east-
ern Fayette/western Greenbrier 
area. 

The committee in charge em-
phasized their appreciation to all 
those who contributed to the fund 
and all who worked hard in wrap-
ping and distributing the gifts to 
the children.

GOT LEGALS?
EMAIL LEGALADS@MOUNTAINMEDIANEWS.COM




