
Vol. XXXIX, No. 26 The Weekend Newspaper for the Greenbrier Valley - Lewisburg, West Virginia

$1.00

Visit us at —
www.mountain
messenger.com

Inside This Week
Number of Sections: 1

GENERAL
Briefl y ........................... 3
Business ........................ 9
Club & Church ............. 5
Classifi ed ...................... 7
For the Record .............. 3
Obituaries ..................... 6
Opinion ......................... 4

ENTERTAINMENT
Steppin’ Out .................. 8
Sudoku Puzzle .............. 8
Dining Guide ................ 8

June 25, 2022

Nature’s Way
    By Karen Cohen

on page 4

See “Banners” __ Page 3

West Virginia Renaissance Fair 
prepares for fi nal weekend

By Adam Pack
The West Virginia Renaissance Festival is preparing to wrap up the 2022 season this 

week. Having run weekends in the month of June, the festival has featured live music, 
shows, artisans, and entertainment for hundreds from miles around. 

The last weekend’s theme is “Bacchanalia,” a Greco-Roman theme, featuring a toga 
and masquerade costume contest. Alongside this new theme, the same great acts, mu-
sic, food, and performances will all be ongoing throughout the day across multiple 
stages and venues. The public is encouraged to head to the festival and enjoy them-
selves for the festival’s last hoorah of the year.

Last chance to enjoy the West Virginia Renaissance Festival this weekend

Airport Authority 
votes for Contour 
Airlines to serve LWB

By Adam Pack
The Greenbrier County Airport Authority met Tues-

day, June 21 to determine, primarily, who will provide 
fl ights to the Greenbrier Valley Airport. Lengthy discus-
sions at the authority’s last regular meeting centered on 
this decision, and a packet sent from SkyWest which 
stated the intention of that airline to rescind their with-
drawal and a request to be reinstated on a long term ba-
sis at LWB. 

Therefore the three options before the authority on 
Tuesday were to one, remain with SkyWest through the 
rest of their contract, which expires at Mar. 31, 2023; 
two, to sign a new long-term multi-year contract; and 
three, to contract Contour Airlines for Essential Air Ser-
vice. Brief discussion followed on the topic, at which 
point authority members Debra Phillips and Tammy 
Shiffl ett-Tincher voiced their appreciation for the ser-
vice SkyWest had provided through the years, but also 
spoke of their disappointment with SkyWest’s initial 
decision to pull out of LWB’s market, as well as un-
derstanding for current economic circumstances. After 
this, the authority unanimously decided that the airport 
would select Contour Airlines for the provision of Es-
sential Air Service. Contour will begin to take fl ights to 
and from Lewisburg on Jan. 1, 2023.

In other news, John McCalmont of Parrish & Partners 
was on hand to update the authority on their decision 
to sign on with a new contractor to replace the airport 
entrance sign along Rt. 219. He urged the authority to 
accept the new contracting company, Identity America. 
His recommendation came on the back of a very detailed 
design concept for the sign, as well as the reality of con-
sistently rising material costs. McCalmost quoted the 
estimate by Identity at $72,693 and suggested that the 
board approve the payment, as well as an additional 25 
percent for contingencies. The authority also approved 
this measure unanimously.

Lewisburg City Council votes 4-2 to remove banners from 
lampposts - American fl ags, WV state fl ags to remain

By Sarah Richardson
Lewisburg City Council met in regular session on 

Tuesday, June 22, to discuss updating the city’s banner 
policy, sign two proclamations, appoint members to sev-
eral boards, and agree to a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) regarding statewide opioid lawsuit payouts. 
The crowded meeting was attended by a number of area 
residents, including a large group of members from 
Greenbrier Valley Pride (GVP).

Council was presented with two options to update the 
city’s banner policy: One policy stating that banners will 
only be hung for state and federal holidays, and another 
which does away with banners altogether. The fl ag hold-
ers on the lampposts will be unaffected, and the city will 
continue to fl y American and West Virginia state fl ags.

Banners are routinely placed on city-owned lamp-
posts for a variety of reasons including holidays, events, 
special month recognitions, and more. Any group or 
individual can submit an application to purchase and 
fl y their own banner design. Until now, the city has 
reviewed proposed banners on an administrative basis 
with no written policy in place. With Pride events hap-
pening throughout the month of June, Greenbrier Valley 
Pride President Kelsie Tyson questioned why their ap-
plication to fl y Pride banners in town was denied.

Mayor Beverly White said that city employees held a 
meeting with their legal council, Tom White, to discuss 
the banner policy in April. “You’re not the fi rst person 
we’ve said no to, in fact, you’re number four. We have 
been approached in a way that, I felt, the city was not go-
ing to be protected, we couldn’t protect anybody. That’s 
why this has come about, to protect all of our citizens.”

City Manager Misty Hill said that several banner ap-
plications were submitted to the city that employees had 
“concerns about.”

“We already had applications that were brought be-
fore us that we reviewed with Tom [White] to deny,” 
Hill explained. “I just wanted to clarify that there were 
several before yours, Kelsie, that were denied. […] 
Once the concerns came before us with Pride we felt 
that bringing it to council would be the best opportunity 
to hear everyone because that is the whole point, making 
sure everyone has the ability to have their voice heard.”

City offi cials did not provide further details about the 
other banner applications that were rejected. 

Hill explained that the city attorney reviewed options 
for the banners over the last few weeks by speaking with 
ethics boards and other entities.

Councilmembers spoke at length before taking a vote 
on the issue, starting with Arron Seams.

 “Personally, seeing Pride banners displayed on the 
city’s lampposts last year during the Pride month cele-
bration was inspiring to me as a member of Lewisburg’s 
queer community,” he said. He explained he is “frus-
trated” that there are still gaps in equity and equality 
within the state and country. “Those gaps protect hate 
speech and violence, yet they let our most vulnerable 
fall right through.”

He clarifi ed that, “At 
issue this evening is not 
whether the city, this 
council, or the munici-
pal administration is for 
or against Pride, or for or 
against our queer commu-
nity and our allies. At is-
sue is how the city of Lew-
isburg cannot and should 
not establish a public 
platform where individu-
als may exercise their fi rst 
amendment expression, 
and then arbitrate who has 
access to that public fo-
rum, or curate what type 
of content is displayed.”

Seams said that he is in favor of the city discontinuing 
the ability for individuals and groups to provide banners 
for the city to display, arguing that if the city codifed a 
platform for public speech, it would then be powerless 
to deny any individual or group “the right to say nearly 
anything they can afford to have printed on banners.”

He emphasized that he doesn’t believe he was elected 
to council to “codify a mechanism that could be weap-
onized against residents at most risk of being targeted 
with hate and violence.” His stance to disallow banners, 
he believes, helps “avoid needlessly empowering and 
allowing the display of hateful speech and bigoted mes-
saging and symbols in the future.”

Seams said he is inspired by local businesses who 
have chosen to repatriot the Pride banners by fl ying 
them in their storefronts and public-facing windows, 
and concluded with, “I 
am also proud that Lewis-
burg is home to the second 
Greenbrier Valley Pride 
Parade and Block Party 
this weekend, and I am 
proud of this city’s his-
tory of making actionable 
change to chip away at the 
impunity that bigots often 
enjoy.”

GVP President Tyson 
stated that she has sincere 
appreciation that GVP is 
able to be held in Lewis-
burg, especially with Lew-
isburg being one of only 
15 municipalities in the 
state that has a LGBTQ-
IA+ nondiscrimination 
ordinance. “I know that 
fl ying the Pride banners 
might feel so miniscule 

compared to the water plant, compared to whatever ac-
tions you are working towards to have a safe and healthy 
town and environment. But in a place where there is no 
representation, it matters. It’s crucial. Representation is 
crucial, and it’s fundamentally life-changing.”

“You are seen, and you are heard,” responded Mayor 
White. “And I’m glad that we can safely have a block 
party and parade. What we do is to protect all of you, 
and that’s our goal. Our goal when we do anything is to 
protect our city and protect our citizens.”

Councilmember Sarah Elkins explained her stance, 
which was to vote to remove banners from the lamp-
posts. “I’ve done a lot of research since this debate has 
come before us, […] I make this motion from a place of 
seconding what Arron said, that I feel this is the motion 
that protects the members of this community best.”

“Discrimination is never good, regardless from who 
it’s coming from or who’s getting it,” said Councilmem-
ber Franklin Johnson. “The lampposts out there are the 
city’s and we try to give everybody a voice, but at the 
same time, some voices that want to be heard may not 
be a good thing.” He explained that he doesn’t want to 
see anyone discriminated against, and said that protect-
ing the city is what he believes he was elected to do, and 
“not afford the opportunity to discriminate, I know what 
it feels like.”

However, two councilmembers felt differently. “I 
would like to see the banners stay and be regulated,” 
said Councilmember Valerie Pritt.

Also expressing a desire to keep some banners was 
Councilmember John Little, who explained that legal 
counsel advised that removing the banners was the 
“safest” option for protecting the city from “unneces-
sary litigation, and I think, more importantly, as Arron 



2 – Mountain Messenger – June 25, 2022 – The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley                www.mountainmessenger.com  

e-mail news stories to 
news@mountainmessenger.com

PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

ROCKY
Rocky is a three-year-old 
Vizsla mix and weighs 70 
pounds. He requires a 
special food. 

TUX
Tux is a two-year-old fe-
male domes  c shorthair. 

These and other animals are available at the Greenbrier Humane So-
ciety, located at 151 Holiday Lane off  of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. 
They are closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from 11 a.m. 
through 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adop  on fee is $65 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
fi rst ki  y vaccina  ons, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim 
and fl ea treatment.

Their dog adop  on fee is $85 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
fi rst dog vaccina  ons, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, 
fl ea bath and fl ea treatment.

They also off er dona  on-based spay/neuter vouchers, and clin-
ics are fi lled on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. They use a lot of 
vets in the area but the clinics fi ll up fast! Fill out an applica  on to 
help prevent animal overpopula  on! Call 304-645-4775 for more 
informa  on.

Cedric Allder selected for 
2022 Sousa National High 
School Honor Band

Cedric Allder of 
Caldwell has been accept-
ed for membership with 
the 2022 John Philip Sou-
sa National High School 
Honor Band, a highly se-
lective national student 
concert band that will 
meet in central Massachu-
setts this month. Cedric’s 
parents are Tasha and Jim 
Allder.

He is a member of the 
Greenbrier East High 
School music department 
where he is a student of 
his father, Jim Allder, di-
rector of bands. Cedric 
is a drum major for the 
Spartan Marching Band, 
1st chair euphonium in 
the symphonic band, and 
bass guitarist in 2nd Block 
Rock. 

The John Philip Sousa 
National High School 
Honor Band will meet in Harvard, MA from June 26 to June 30 with run-out perfor-
mances in Gardner and Athol, MA on June 27 and 28, respectively. The main concert 
event will take place on Wednesday evening, June 29, at 7 p.m. in historic Mechanics 
Hall in Worcester, MA. Mechanics Hall is the site of many performances of the origi-
nal Sousa Band. The National Honor Band will be conducted by Michael J. Colburn, 
recent Director of the Butler University Wind Ensemble and former Director of “The 
President’s Own” United States Marine Band in Washington, DC. 

High school band students from all states and territories in the United States who 
were in grade 9-12 during the 2021-2022 school year were eligible to audition. Mr. 
Colburn will also be assisted by Guest Conductor Frank L. Battisti, Founder and Di-
rector Emeritus of the New England Conservatory Wind Ensemble in Boston. 

Acceptance in this honor band is considered to be an important musical achieve-
ment of national signifi cance. The 2022 band is comprised of 90 students representing 
US 25 states coast to coast.

Cedric Allder

WVSOM hosts ‘let’s taco ‘bout 50 years’ event to celebrate retirees, employees
The West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine’s 

(WVSOM) Offi ce of Human Resources hosted its an-
nual Employee Celebration, recognizing seven retirees 
and distributing 16 awards in fi ve categories to employ-
ees for their dedication to the medical school. 

This year’s event was a Fiesta Celebration, with the 
theme of “let’s taco ‘bout 50 years” in recognition of the 
50th anniversary of WVSOM’s founding. In addition to 
award recognitions, employees enjoyed a bingo game, 
pinatas and a taco and nacho bar. 

“We continue to build our reputation as a leader in 
community programs. Our visibility is increasing and 
people around the state and country know your work,” 
WVSOM President James W. Nemitz, Ph.D., told em-
ployees. “We have much to be proud of. Our reputation 
and our opportunities will continue to grow. As we cele-
brate this moment in time in the 50th year of WVSOM’s 
founding, let’s be thankful for what we have. Remember 
we are always stronger together.”

The event recognized seven retirees: Karen Ayers, 
Connie Baldwin, Celia McLay, D.O., Sherry Phillips, 
John Reinholt, William Shires and Victoria Shuman, 
D.O.

The President’s Outstanding Employee Award, giv-
en annually to employees identifi ed to the president 
through a vote by WVSOM faculty and staff as out-
standing employees for the current academic year, rec-
ognizes exceptional and dedicated service to WVSOM. 
The goal of the award is to raise awareness of the in-
dispensable contributions made by the employees to 
the quality, diversity and overall mission of WVSOM. 
Eleven employees were nominated. They were Crystal 
Boudreaux, Ph.D., Nick Cornwell, Stella Dodrill, Mike 
Fowler, Scott Maxwell, Sherri Miller, Heather Picker-
ing, Deb Schmidt, D.O., Danny Seams, Jennifer Seams 
and Leah Stone. This year’s winners were Nick Corn-
well and Mike Fowler. 

Two faculty members, Christopher Kennedy, D.O., 
and Christopher Pankey, Ph.D., received this year’s 
President’s Outstanding Faculty Award. The award is 
presented each year to members of the faculty in recog-
nition of their excellence in teaching and commitment to 
osteopathic medical education.

The Living Our Mission Award recognizes WVSOM 
staff who exemplify professional excellence, an under-
standing of and commitment to WVSOM, and a com-
mitment to achieving the school’s mission. This year’s 
winners were Ryan Booth, Susan Griffi th, Mindy Mc-
Cormick, Tess McMillion, Bobbi Morgan, Heather 
Pickering, Randy Saunders, Leah Stone, Jill Trent and 
Todd Trent.

The Statewide Campus Pride Award recognizes an 
employee in one of WVSOM’s seven Statewide Cam-
pus regions who goes above and beyond in their service 
to WVSOM and to the students they serve. Employees 
receiving this award are people-oriented, respectful, in-
novative, dedicated and effective. Megan Meador was 
this year’s recipient. 

The Rising Star Award honors a newly hired employee 
who has already demonstrated a strong commitment to 

35 years. 
David Beatty, D.O., 

was honored with profes-
sor emeritus distinction 
during the celebration. 
The honor of emeritus is 
granted at retirement in 
recognition of meritorious 
service. Two WVSOM 
faculty received promo-
tions. They were Machelle 
Linsenmeyer, Ed.D., pro-
moted to professor, and 
Tuoen Liu, M.D., Ph.D., 
promoted to associate pro-
fessor.

Leslie Bicksler, WV-
SOM’s vice president of 

WVSOM President James W. Nemitz, Ph.D., pictured with the two winners of this year’s Presi-
dent’s Outstanding Employee Award, Mike Fowler (left) and Nick Cornwell.

the school, an understanding of how their position sup-
ports the school’s mission and a commitment to working 
with others to engage the school’s future. This year’s 
winner was Shelden Mullens. 

The celebration also recognized employees for years 
of service in fi ve-year increments. In addition to recog-
nizing a number of employees who reached milestones 
of service, WVSOM recognized six employees who 
achieved 20 or more years of service as of June 2022. 
Cindi Knight has worked at WVSOM for 20 years; An-
drea Nazar, D.O., and Kevin Williams for 30 years; and 
Betty Baker, Jeff Dowdy and James Nemitz, Ph.D., for 

human resources, said the school’s faculty and staff con-
sistently show that they are committed to the success of 
its medical students.

“Our employees have much to be proud of,” Bicksler 
said. “They are dedicated to ensuring we provide the 
best medical education possible. Each employee has an 
important role at WVSOM, and their passion for doing 
that job, supporting their colleagues and engaging with 
our students is evident in all that they do.”

WVSOM currently employs 300 people, 26 of whom 
have 20 or more years of service. 
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James Devaine McKinney IV of Washington, DC to 
 Delaney Caroline McMullin of Washington DC
Bruce Edward Alley of Crawley to Kimberly Ann Alley 
 of Rupert
Glen Merl Carpenter of Lewisburg to Jennifer Rose 
 Huffman of Lewisburg

Marriages

See “Congresswoman Miller visits WSS”___ Page 4
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Contact Circulation for: 

Corrections:

-

In Re: The Marriage of: Carl Leon Helmick and 
 Robin Cheryl Helmick
In Re: The Marriage of: Kristi B. Godby and 
 Carl Godby

Suits

Public Meetings
Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. 
The public is invited to attend.

Gbr. Co. Farmland Protection Board
meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 10:30 
a.m. at 804 Industrial Drive, Suite 5, in Maxwelton. 
The public is invited to attend. Call 304-520-3221 for 
more information.

For the Record

Gilbert L. Merritt and Carla J. Merritt to Cheryl Mansley, 
Lot No. 16 and 17, Pack Addition, Town of Alderson
Kristin Stover and Peter Feltman to Terri Leitch, Lot No. 
23, Dogwood Heights Subdivision, Lewisburg Corp.
Gregory L. Mills and Tonya L. Mills to Wesley Wayne 
Demarset, III and Amanda Renee Demarest, Lot No. 3, 
Otter Creek Development Phase I, Meadow Bluff Dist.
Dakota Anderson and Erica Anderson to Frankie C. 
Martin and Janet M. Martin, Lot No. 159, Lilly Park Ad-
dition, Meadow Bluff District
Stephanie Davis to Max Chamber Davis, 97.00 Acres, 
Williamsburg District
Brenda Joyce Hardiman Kees to William Lee Hardi-
man, Lots Nos. 8 and 14, Anthony Creek District
Justin Batten and Amanda Breeden-Batten to Richard 
G. Breeden and Sherry B. Breeden, Lot No. 2, Section 
9, Sullivan Addition No. 3, Fort Spring District
Judy Landis to Misty E. Berry to Marcus H. Berry and 
Misty E. Berry, Lot No. 41, Ronceverte Municipality
Ruh Roh LLC to My Ruby Slippers, LLC., Lot No. 10, 
Lilly Park Addition, Town of Rainelle, Meadow Bluff Dist.
Kevin Workman and Pamela Workman to Hunter D. 
Workman and Katy J. Workman, Lot No. 32, Echols 
Acres, Addition No. 3, Lewisburg District
John Miles Kuhn IV and Jo Ann Kuhn to Holly Clark 
Jr. and Janet Clark, 29.5 Acres, Meadow Bluff District
Timothy L. Stover to David Hill, Misty Marie Hill, Alyssa 
M. Hill, and Madison Erskine, Lot No. 5, Section 2, Gra-
ham Addition, City of Lewisburg 
Davis Arbuckle, James King and James Miller as Trust-
ees of Clifton Presbyterian Church to City of Lewisburg, 
100 Sq. Ft., Village of Maxwelton, Lewisburg District
Sabrina R. Crump to Dylan J. Cutlip, 3.95 Acres, White 
Sulphur Corporation

Deeds

Case A. Hall, White Sulphur Springs, no seatbelt, GP, 
fi ne $25
Issac Daniel Mick, Shinnston, violation of protective 

order (x2), NCP, jail 3 months - suspended and placed 
on 18 months unsupervised probation
Cody Lee Rutherford, Lewisburg, obstructing offi -

cer, NCP, jail 30 days - suspended and placed on 12 
months unsupervised probation
Marilyn Eve Iacovelli, White Sulphur Springs, driving 

impaired, NCP, fi ne $100, jail 5 days - time served
Braunna D. Burgess, Marlinton, defective equipment 

- reg. lights, GP, fi ne $10
Corey D. Braden, White Sulphur Springs, operation 

of vehicles with safety belts, NCP, fi ne $25
Tammy Lou Martin, Renick, failure to yield, GP, fi ne $20
Matthew Wayne Morgan, Ronceverte, failure to vac-

cinate or revaccinate dog or cat, GP, fi ne $10
Blake Andrew Hicks, Caldwell, possession of a con-

trolled substance, fi ne $100, NCP, fi ne $100, jail 90 
days - suspended and placed on 9 months unsuper-
vised probation
Thurmond Daniel Loudermilk, Clintonville, 1) driving 

under the infl uence of controlled substances or drugs 
(habitual user), NCP, fi ne $100, jail 30 days - suspend-
ed and placed on 10 months unsupervised probation; 
2) driving while license revoked - DUI, fi ne $100, jail 
30 days
Erin L. Buhmann, Richmond, VA, speeding, NCP, 

fi ne $10
Mitchell B. Addison, Norfolk, VA, driving too fast for 

roadway conditions, GP, fi ne $5

Greenbrier County 
Magistrate Court Convictions

Market Days 
in the Meadow River Valley
Every Friday this summer is Market Day in the Meadow 
River Valley! Located on the corner of 11th and Main 
streets in Rainelle, the Western Greenbrier Farmers’ 
Market is open from 3:30 to 6 p.m. Stock up on deli-
cious baked goods, fresh produce and local meats. Craft 
vendors and those selling body products and herbal teas 
are on hand. And Jamie’s Boys Choo Choo is popping 
up popcorn, so come on out! • Fridays this summer 
(weather permitting) • 3:30 to 6 p.m. • Corner of 11th 
and Main Streets in Rainelle

American Heritage Music Hall, Inc.
located at 496 Island Park, Ronceverte, is open to the 
public, all welcome, handicap accessible. Listeners and 
tourists welcome. Admission $7 Tuesday nights, $10 
Saturday - Audience provides food. Doors open at 7 
p.m. Jam & Dance every Tuesday 7 to 10 p.m. Dance on 
Saturday, June 25 will feature Johnny King and Friends, 
7 to 10:30 p.m. The Music Hall is available for wed-
dings and parties. For more information call the Mu-
sic Hall at 304-645-4667; Bill Evans at 304-392-6079; 
Grace Poe at 304-992-5852.

Democratic Women to meet
Greenbrier County Democratic Women will meet Tues-
day, June 28 at 5:30 p.m. at Fellowship Hall at Old 
Stone Presbyterian Church in Lewisburg. Senator Ste-
phen Baldwin will be our guest speaker. Please come 
out and learn more about our plans, meet Senator Bald-
win, and ask questions as we communicate with one 
another.

Carnegie Hall Galleries close in July
Carnegie Hall’s Art Galleries will be closed during the 
month of July due to Kids’ College, a two-week sum-
mer day-camp for 2nd-7th grade children, and for gen-
eral maintenance. The annual closure will begin June 
27 and conclude July 5 with the First Fridays After 5 
openings of Shari O’Day Mann (Old Stone Room), Su-
zanna Robinson (Lobby Gallery), and Steven Hutchins 
(Museum Gallery). The Hall is located at 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg. For more information, please call 
304-645-7917 or visit www.carnegiehallwv.org

Ukulele music coming to the White 
Sulphur Springs Library 
G.R.O.U.P., which stands for Greenbrier River Opti-
mistic Ukulele Players, will be performing at the White 
Sulphur Springs Library on Tuesday, June 28, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. This motley crew of ukulele lovers plays 
a diverse variety of songs revealing the versatility of 
their chosen instrument. Join us for a fun evening with 
a great group of musicians. This free performance will 
be followed by light refreshments. Please call 304-536-
1171 if you have any questions. The library is located at 
344 Main Street West in White Sulphur Springs.

Alderson Volunteer Fire Department
will have their Fireman’s Rodeo on Saturday, July 2 at 
7 p.m. in Alderson on the football fi eld.

Banners      Continued from Front Page

Congresswoman Miller and DOF President and 
CEO Charlie Hammerman on the roof of The 
Schoolhouse Hotel

mentioned, it being weaponized for things that maybe 
none of us in this room, or certainly not me, would want 
to see the banners being used for.” However, he stated, 
“I’m not in favor of removing the banners, I’m not in 
favor of removing the idea of ‘government speech.’ Our 
city council should take a stance on what we believe the 
city stands for. […] At some point in time we have to 
decide where our line is, and our line is not removing 
the banners.”

A vote was held, and with four voting in favor of re-
moving the banners and two against, the vote to remove 
all banners from the lampposts passed.

“The policy that council just adopted is the fi rst for-
mal, written policy the council has had regarding ban-
ners,” explained Seams. “In the past, it has been done 
as a discretionary, administrative item, so the banners 
were never subject to council’s scrutiny and approval. 
When there were multiple groups, with Mayor mention-
ing that yours was the fourth that approached the city 
about hanging banners, they were denied and it became 
clear that ‘an unwritten policy is about the worst kind 
of policy.’”

“The only thing I have leaving here that makes me 
feel icky is I hate that I’m feeling that Pride, LGBTQ 
people, and us asking for representation is being com-
bined, and denied, with whatever these other applica-
tions were, I’m not sure what hate speech,” said Tyson. 
“While GVP is an organization, and people can take that 
as political, being a gay person is not political. I’m a 
person that deserves rights.”

“I agree with you,” Seams responded. “It does feel 
icky to take away something because you have a few 
bad apples. […] I think that if there was a way to carve 
out a space for Pride banners to be hung, and it not be 
illegal, I would certainly vote for that.”

Pritt explained, “What it boils down to is that we can’t 
regulate content, and that is unfortunate, because we do 
know that there is hate speech that is protected under 
that fi rst amendment right. I don’t agree with it, and I 
wish at this moment in time that we could provide a bet-
ter solution.”

Earlier in the meeting, a proclamation declaring June 
25, 2022 as LGBTQIA+ Pride Day in Lewisburg was 
signed by Mayor Beverly White to a round of applause 
by attendees. The proclamation states in part: “Research 
indicates that stigma and discrimination against LG-
BTQIA+ individuals contributes to adverse health out-
comes for LGBTQIA+ adults, such as major depressive 
disorder, binge drinking, substance use, and suicide, 
and whereas education and awareness of LGBTQIA+ 
individuals and the issues they face helps to decrease 
instances of discrimination, plus helping to combat ad-
verse health outcomes for these individuals.”

The document explains that LGBTQIA+ Pride Day 
helps increase awareness of LGBTQIA+ issues, and 
supports the availability of services for individuals that 
belong to the community. June is already recognized na-
tionally as LGBTQIA+ Pride Month.

Council also heard a reading of a proclamation declar-
ing June 15, 2022 as Elder Abuse Awareness Day, which 
“encourages all residents to recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Greenbrier County and Lewisburg 
seniors.”

In other news:
• Jim Rowe and Barbara Elliot were appointed to the 

library board. Rowe will serve the last two years of 
Danny Boone’s term, and Elliot will serve a fi ve year 
term. Helen Harless, Margaret Gossard, and Tia Bou-
man were all reappointed to the Planning Commission 
for three year terms. Matt Campbell, artistic director 
at Greenbrier Valley Theatre, was recommended to be 
appointed to the Planning Commission as well. David 
Craddock and Donna Johns were reappointed to the His-
toric Landmarks Commission for three year terms. All 
appointments and reappointments were approved unani-
mously by council.

• Council held a roughly hour-long executive session 
with legal representatives regarding the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) that deals with opioid settle-
ment fund distribution within the city. Lewisburg joins 
“99.9 percent” of other West Virginia municipalities 
participating in opioid lawsuits and settlements, accord-
ing to their legal council on the matter. More informa-
tion on the settlement progress will be released as it be-
comes available.

Congresswoman Carol Miller (R-WV) visited White 
Sulphur Springs to meet with small business owners 
and visit the Dry Creek Festival. Additionally, Con-
gresswoman Miller joined The Disability Opportunity 
Fund (DOF) President and CEO Charlie Hammerman 
for a walk-through of The Schoolhouse Hotel. Formerly 
White Sulphur Springs High School, The Schoolhouse 
Hotel is White Sulphur Springs’ fi rst full-service bou-
tique hotel. Developed by DOF, it is the fi rst fully ac-
cessible hotel in the United States. Congresswoman 
Miller also toured Mountain Steer Meat Company, a 
family-owned business that supplies fresh, local, pre-
mium quality meat in the community.

Congresswoman Miller visits 
WSS, tours Schoolhouse 

Hotel and Mountain Steer 
Meat Company

One killed, one injured in I-64 crash
On Thursday, June 23, at approximately 6 a.m., mem-

bers of the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Offi ce respond-
ed to a single vehicle accident on I-64 near mile marker 
176. A westbound pickup truck crossed the median, 
rolled over and subsequently came to rest on its top on 
the berm of the eastbound lane.

One occupant was transported to a local hospital for 
injuries sustained in the accident. The second occupant 
succumbed to their injuries at the scene. The names are 
being withheld pending notifi cation of the families.

The accident necessitated the closure of the eastbound 
lane of I-64 for several hours.

The Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Offi ce accident re-
construction unit processed the accident scene. Lieuten-
ant D. W. Hedrick, of the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, is the lead investigator.

White Sulphur Springs EMS, as well as fi re depart-
ments from White Sulphur Springs and Lewisburg, re-
sponded to the scene. Members of the White Sulphur 
Springs Police Department provided on scene assistance.
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KVETCH
Happy Solstice! Summer is here, ah at last! Making 

their daily appearance are the bugs that bite your legs 
under the picnic table or fl y straight into your pupils 
when you are walking in the woods. You can actually 
see them wiggling out of your eyeball to escape. What 
up with dat? So annoying. By the time late summer rolls 
around my legs look like I’ve been in a battle with some 
kind of varmint which chews on my ankles and calves. 
I don’t feel bugs biting me but when I lay down at night 
to sleep, my feet begin to twitch with itches. That’s when 
it becomes apparent, the bugs have been nibbling on me 
for their dinner.

Yes, it’s nature’s plan that these creatures have some 
fresh skin and red blood to keep them alive and so we 
become their unwilling victims. Everything’s gotta eat, 
right? Just as we put chickens in a pot or fi sh on the grill 
for our pleasure, what comes around goes around. Don’t 
mind me, I’m just trying not to hate these little no-see-
ums and I refuse to use deet or other toxic bug repellents. 

Natural remedies? Please share yours if you have any 
that really do work. Citronella candles have to be burned 
to release their smell and it isn’t wonderful.  Kinda 
makes me sickish and I stay away from it, just like the 
bugs. Lemongrass oil is safe as a spray to use even on 
baby’s skin, at least according to the sellers of this oil. 
Strong scented oils like cinnamon, tea tree or thyme oil 
can all be added to a spray bottle with water and sprayed 
directly on your skin. I assume you have lots of skin 
exposed since it is offi cially summer and temperatures 
have climbed to the 80’s. Too much wet spray will cause 
warm liquid puddles to stream down your arms and torso 
mixing with your sweat and that ends up feeling like 
bugs are crawling all over you! 

  If you’ve ever had ants in your pants, you know those 
little suckers bite and you end up with itchy welts. I fi nd 
calamine lotion or tea tree dapped onto bites will take 
away the itch. 

In your house, vinegar added to water can ward off 
ants, spiders and mosquitos if you spray it around your 
home’s perimeter and entryways. That might be a bit of 
work. Often the cheap spray bottles I buy at our local box 
stores end up quitting before the bottle is empty leaving 
me pumping air. I can testify that I have dumped a one 
inch thick trail of Borax along my countertops where I 
fi nd ants gathering. It works. I use this outside, too. It 
clings to the hairs on their bodies, they fi nd it intolerable 
and probably deadly. 

Nature’s Way
By Karen Cohen

Master Gardener/Photojournalist/Artist 

Commentary

With summer here, we have lots to enjoy! Have I ne-
glected to mention any of those things? Well, you know 
what you like to do and I certainly am not one to enter-
tain thoughts on how you should or should not entertain 
yourselves, so go right to it. If you run into me at the 
green-space or at the river, you may notice a heavy pep-
perminty smell, don’t mind me, just warding off those 
evil spirits of summer. 

(Karen Cohen is a Mistress of her Organic Garden and 
avid nature explorer. Please email comments/tips to na-
tureswaykaren@gmail.com)

Happy Gardening!

It’s West Virginia’s birthday. Keep the celebration going!
By WV Tourism Secretary Chelsea Ruby
You did it.
For the past fi ve years, the Department of Tourism has 

asked you to celebrate West Virginia’s birthday by shar-
ing your favorite Almost Heaven places and moments on 
social media. You’ve responded in a huge way: tens of 
thousands of posts that have been seen tens of millions of 
times and showcased every corner of our state.

And it worked! Together, we turned around the state’s 
tourism industry and started setting records. And we’ve 
transformed perceptions of West Virginia. Suddenly, our 
state is one of the hottest tourism spots in the world, 
making the 2022 top-destinations lists of Condé Nast, 
TIME, USA Today, Lonely Planet, and Frommer’s. No 
other place on the planet even came close. 

When we organized the fi rst West Virginia Day social 
media takeover, we knew it would make an impact, but 
wow! We had no idea what amazing results it would set 
in motion. 

The premise is simple: Social media infl uences most 
travel decisions. And it gives West Virginia the potential 
for a big marketing advantage. For one thing, it’s visual, 
and there’s no place more beautiful than West Virginia. 

For another, it bypasses traditional marketing and lets 
people who are passionate about something commu-
nicate that feeling directly to other people. That’s why 
it’s powerful. And no one is more passionate about their 
state than West Virginians. If that wasn’t clear enough 
six years ago, it certainly is today. 

Now let’s keep it going. This year we have more than 
ever to celebrate. America’s newest national park, the 
New River Gorge National Park and Preserve, was a 
smashing success in its fi rst year, garnering 30% visitor 
growth and worldwide media attention. This year is sure 
to set another record. 

The travel experience has fi nally returned to normal 
after two years of COVID-19 closures and restrictions. 
West Virginia tourism is fully open for business. Tourism 
will contribute close to $5 billion to our economy this 
year and support 45,000 jobs. 

Congresswoman Miller visits WSS               Continued from Page 3

Commentary
Importance of PSC 
Public comment hearings

New tourism investment is booming, with more than 
$250 million in projects in the pipeline. Just last month, 
White Sulphur Springs welcomed the Schoolhouse Ho-
tel, the world’s fi rst all-ADA compliant hotel. In Fayette-
ville, a group of three retired school buildings is being 
transformed into a boutique hotel, modern apartments 
and townhomes. 

Our state parks are completing $151 million in main-
tenance and improvements, including a new lodge at Ca-
capon Resort State Park and renovations at every lodge 
and cabin in the system. Last year’s state park visitation 
set a record, and this year’s is on pace to break it. 

The state has two new tourism trails to highlight our 
natural beauty and country roads. The West Virginia Wa-
terfall Trail debuted last week, featuring more than two 
dozen waterfalls around the state and prizes for visiting 
them. And the West Virginia Mountain Rides program 
features the state’s most beautiful scenic routes, aimed 
at attracting motorcyclists and drivers alike. The fi rst of-
fi cial Mountain Ride was launched last month: Seneca 
Skyway, which starts in Lewisburg and winds through 
the Allegheny Highlands to Canaan Valley and Green 
Bank. 

The good news goes far beyond just tourism. Nucor, 
one of the world’s leading steel producers, is building 
a new manufacturing plant in Mason County. Thou-
sands of jobs will be created. GreenPower picked South 
Charleston as the site for its new facility to make elec-
tric-powered school buses. Statewide, unemployment is 
near a record low. The state’s budget has never been in 
better shape. And Babydog continues to bring smiles to 
our faces as she travels the state greeting her admirers. 
Hats off to the leader of this remarkable turnaround, 
Governor Jim Justice, whose commitment to economic 
development and tourism is unmatched. Together with 
the support of the West Virginia Legislature, hundreds 
of millions of dollars have been invested in tourism over 
the past several years. West Virginians will benefi t from 
this investment for generations to come.

And, of course, West Virginia is as gorgeous and invit-

By PSC Chair Charlotte Lane
The Public Service Commission has scheduled sev-

eral public comment hearings on various cases for this 
summer.  Most of the hearings are for an electric rate 
case but there are hearings scheduled for gas and sewer 
cases as well.

During the pandemic, the Commission was unable to 
hold public comment hearings in person and relied in-
stead on video conferences, online comments and letters 
to learn about your concerns.  Commissioners Larrick 
and Raney and I are glad things are getting back to nor-
mal and are very much looking forward to seeing con-
stituents in personas we travel around the state.  

Public comment hearings give us the opportunity to 
meet face-to-face with you, the ratepayers.  We often ask 
questions about customers’ personal experiences with 
the utility company.  This gives us more insight into the 
real world problems and issues that customers face.  In 
fact, we have often pursued questions from the bench at 
evidentiary hearings that stem from information and in-
cidents we learned about during a public comment hear-
ing.  So, you see, what you say really does count and is 
taken into consideration while we strive to balance the 
interests of the state, the utility and the ratepayers, as the 
PSC is charged to do.

Our goal is to get as much feedback from the public 
as possible at public comment hearings. Your input is a 
critical element in our decision-making process, so the 
more people we hear from, the better. Most of our public 
comment hearings are well attended. Some have been 
standing room only.  But we have also had occasions 
when no one showed up.

Here are a couple of tips to make the most of your 
time when speaking at a public comment hearing.  First, 
either make notes or write out your comments. This will 
help you make sure you have included all the points 
you want to make and that you haven’t left out anything 
important. Remember that the court reporter is record-
ing what you say for the offi cial record, so please speak 
clearly.

I hope to see you at a public comment hearing this 
summer.

Charlie Hammerman, President and CEO, DOF, said.
Conceived and developed by The Disability Oppor-

tunity Fund (DOF), the Schoolhouse Hotel is White 
Sulphur Springs’ fi rst full-service boutique hotel. The 
project transformed the former historic White Sulphur 
Springs High School into a hub for the community and 
visitors alike. It features 30 uniquely appointed guest 
rooms, an upscale restaurant and grill, a rooftop bar, and 
fl exible ballroom space for weddings, conferences, and 
more.

The DOF chose to invest in White Sulphur Springs 
after visiting the town several years ago and witness-
ing the closed storefronts and damage left by the 2016 
fl oods. The Schoolhouse Hotel is also believed to be the 
world’s fi rst fully accessible hotel, with every room and 
public space accessible by wheelchair.

ing as always. Summer is upon us. The hills are lush and 
vividly green. Adventure awaits. 

Just in case you need another reason to get out there 
and enjoy what West Virginia has to offer, we’ve picked 
Instagram-ready scenic overlooks in every region of 
the state where you can snap a postable pic. Students 
at Nicholas County Career and Technical Center have 
built Almost Heaven photo backdrops for each site–
super-sized wooden swing sets where you can take in 
the unbelievable views. On June 20, the locations were 
revealed at www.wvtourism.com/views.

So let’s step up to the challenge again this year. Show 
the world what you love about West Virginia. Celebrate 
her birthday by visiting your favorite Mountain State 
spot, taking a picture, and posting it on social media us-
ing #AlmostHeaven for all to see. There’s no better way 
to show off your West Virginia pride–and help create 
West Virginia jobs while you’re at it.

“The redevelopment of the old high school into the 
new, beautiful Schoolhouse Hotel symbolizes the revi-
talization of a community that was devastated by fl oods 
six years ago,” Senator Capito said. “I’m just so proud 
of the hard work and collaboration of Charlie Hammer-
man, Nanci Freiman, Genny Freiman, Mayor Bowl-
ing, former Mayor Haynes, and so many others who 
helped make this a reality. The Schoolhouse Hotel will 
attract events and visitors from all over the world, en-
able guests with disabilities to fully enjoy its amenities, 
and become a source of pride for Greenbrier County for 
years to come.”

“Since our arrival three years ago, Senator Capito has 
been a staunch supporter of the Disability Opportuni-
ty Fund’s efforts to reignite economic development in 
White Sulphur Springs. We are truly honored that she 
led today’s Grand Opening of The Schoolhouse Hotel,” 
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Garden Club holds annual banquet
Valley View Country 

Club in White Sulphur 

Springs was the setting 

for the Old White Garden 

Club’s Spring Banquet on 

Tuesday evening, May 

31. The gathering also 

celebrated the installation 

of incoming offi  cers for 

the 2022-2023 club year 

and the welcoming of 

new members. 

Joan Gunnoe, longtime 

member of the Club, of-

fi ciated the installation 

ceremony, emphasizing 

the importance of each of-

fi cer’s duties in fulfi lling 

the objectives of the club.

 The two new members, 

Mary Claire Warden and 

Jenny Poague hold the 

distinction of being fi fth 

generation members of 

the Old White Garden 

Club.  

Church Bulletin 
Pastor Denver Tiller Retirement 
Celebration

Pastor Denver Tiller from Andrew Chapel United 

Methodist Church will be retiring after 15 years at 

the church. His last service will be Sunday, June 26 

at the 11 o’clock service. Special music will be by 

Aaron Green.  A covered dish meal will follow the 

service. Everyone is invited to attend.

Summer Jam at Rhema
Rhema Christian Center will host Summer Jam-

Make Waves, from Monday, June 27, through Fri-

day, July 1 from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon for children 

age 3 years through 5th grade. Breakfast and lunch 

will be free and provided by the Summer Food Pro-

gram. Join us for a fun fi lled week that includes 

games, crafts, stories and singing! To register please 

go to TheRhemaLife.com. For any questions please 

call the church offi  ce at 304-645-6999.

Vacation Bible School at Pence 
Springs Community Church

VBS will be held at the Pence Springs Communi-

ty Church July 11-15, from 6 to 8 p.m. nightly. All 

ages welcome!

NEWS@MOUNTAINMESSENGER.COMNEWS@MOUNTAINMESSENGER.COM

Western Greenbrier Historical 
Society installs offi  cers

The First Annual Picnic and Gen-

eral Membership Meeting of the 

Western Greenbrier Historical So-

ciety (WGHS) was held June 15 at 

the Lewis School in Grassy Mead-

ows, at which time new offi  cers 

were installed.  

The new President is Irma Smith 

Cadle of Grassy Meadows, who is 

Chairman and Founder of the Ca-

dle’s Historic Preservation Corpo-

ration, which hosted the event at the 

recently renovated Lewis School. 

She is also a lifetime member of 

the Historical Societies of both 

Greenbrier and Summers Counties 

and serves on the Friends of the 

Blue Committee of the Greenbrier 

Historical Society, which is over-

seeing the restoration of the Blue 

Sulphur Springs pavilion. She is 

owner of Grassy Meadows Publish-

ing Company, under which she has 

published several books document-

ing local history and the schools of 

Greenbrier County. She is a quilter, 

crocheter, gardener, researcher, ge-

nealogist, historian, and writer.  

Bert Cole has agreed to serve as 

the new Vice President of the So-

ciety. Bert grew up in Rainelle and 

has many friends and relatives in 

the area. He pursued his business 

career as an Electrical Engineer in 

the Richmond, VA, area and cur-

rently serves on numerous Boards 

and Civic organizations. He is a 

Vietnam-era Veteran, who also got 

his start in radio while stationed 

overseas when he took a position 

with the Armed Forces Radio Net-

work. He later owned and managed 

an AM/FM radio station in the 

Richmond area and hosted numer-

ous music, sports, and talk shows. 

He is an historian, genealogist, au-

thor, and public speaker. He will 

be a great asset to the Society; and 

his experiences and talents are very 

much welcomed.  

Karen Richmond Wygal is an 

historian and accountant, with ten 

years of experience in the fi nancial 

world and ten years in information 

technology.  She will bring her con-

siderable experience to the Society 

as the new Treasurer. She is cur-

rently employed at Farm Credit of 

the Virginias, and lives in Alderson.  

The WGHS is a charitable orga-

nization working to preserve local 

history, with an emphasis on the 

mining and timbering industries 

and the towns that grew up around 

those in the western part of Green-

brier County. Your support and do-

nations would be most welcomed. 

Contact Irma Smith Cadle at 6692 

Grassy Meadows Road, Grassy 

Meadows, WV 24943, or phone at 

304-771-8814.

Local DAR holds June meeting
DAR Regent Deborah Phillips (left) and former Regent Sandra Cowan

The General Andrew Lewis Chap-

ter of the National Society Daugh-

ters of the American Revolution held 

their June meeting at Cook’s Restau-

rant on June 16. Regent Deborah 

Phillips presided. Member Ruth Stur-

gill presented an interesting article on 

national defense and a report on the 

Flag of the United States was given 

by Suzanne Cronquist. The club wel-

comed new member, Barbara Hiltner, 

and she was presented with her mem-

bership pin.

Several awards were 

presented by the Nation-

al Society to our local 

chapter. Former Regent, 

Sandra Brandon Cowan 

for her “Outstanding 

Service as the West Vir-

ginia State DAR Librar-

ian” and for her “Out-

standing Service on the 

Virtual 116th WVDAR 

State Conference Committee.”

The National Society of the Daugh-

ters of the American Revolution is a 

nonprofi t, nonpolitical women’s ser-

vice organization whose main objec-

tives are historic preservation, edu-

cation and patriotism. Members are 

all lineal descendants of those who 

supported the cause of independence 

in the Revolutionary War in 1776. If 

you are interested in joining, please 

call Registrar Sandra Cowan at 304-

497-3553.

Incoming offi  cers pictured include Penny Fioravante, President; 
Elizabeth McGruder, Treasurer; Nancy Marshall, Recording Secre-
tary; and Sue King, Corresponding Secretary. Suzanne Cronquist 
will serve as Vice President

New members who were welcomed to the Old White Garden Club during the 
annual spring banquet were Cindy Weyen (left), Jenny Poague, Mary Claire War-
den, Julie Fine, Patty Kalinowski (guest and candidate for membership), and 
Paula Legg Baisden

Pictured with their Club member mothers: Katie Ickes (left), Mary 
Claire Ickes Warden, Jenny Rennard Poague, and Cathy Rennard

‘WV Rhythms’ shared 
at the Williamsburg 
CEOS Club meeting

“WV Rhythms” was 

shared by West Virgin-

ian musician Orian Post 

at the June meeting of the 

Williamsburg Community 

Educational Outreach Ser-

vice (CEOS) Club held at 

the Williamsburg Histor-

ical Foundation Museum. 

While Orian shared his 

talents on the guitar and 

fi ddle his grandfather and 

club member Burl Post 

shared information on the 

roots of old-time music 

throughout West Virgin-

ia. Club members Barbara 

Deeds, Blanche Knicely, 

Shela McComsey, Cassan-

dria Perkins, Patty Post, 

Loretta Shirley, and Linda 

Spencer participated with 

singing “Country Roads.”

Barbara Deeds present-

ed the awards the club 

received at the County 

Achievement Day which 

included 1st Place for the 

club’s work on Family 

Committee projects and 

recognition for 2000 re-

corded hours of communi-

ty service in 2021 by Club 

members.

Each month a club member presents a 

program prepared by the WVU Extension 

Service. “Advanced Care Planning” will 

be presented by President Barbara Deeds 

at the July 12 meeting. All are welcome 

to attend these meetings at the Williams-

burg Museum beginning at noon.

Orian Post playing “The Washer Woman” at the Wil-
liamsburg CEOS Club meeting in June
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Marylee Frances 
Grimmett 

Lewisburg-Marylee 

Frances Grimmett, 82, 

passed away Thursday, 

June 16, 2022, at Green-

brier Valley Medical Cen-

ter.

Born Oct. 25, 1939, in 

Lewisburg, she was the 

daughter of the late John 

Edgar and Byrda Frances 

Ridgeway Fogus.

Mary owned and oper-

ated Mary’s Greenhouse 

on Anderson Road for 

over 30 years. She retired 

from Greenbrier County 

Schools as a bus driver.

In addition to her par-

ents, she was preceded 

in death by her husband, 

William Ronald Grimmett 

,Sr. and siblings, Brown-

ie Shafer, Helen Napier, 

Phyllis Wilson, Jean Sofi l, 

Harry Fogus and Clarence 

“Buck” Fogus. 

Survivors include one 

son, Russ Grimmett (An-

gela) of Lewisburg; grand-

children, Katie and Seth 

Grimmett; sister, Margaret 

Critzer of Lewisburg; and 

several nieces, and neph-

ews.

Funeral service was 

held Sunday, June 19, 

at the Morgan Funeral 

Home, Lewisburg. Visi-

tation was one hour prior 

to the service Sunday at 

the funeral home. Buri-

al followed the service, 

at Rosewood Cemetery, 

Lewisburg.

Online guestbook may 

be signed at www.mor-

ganfh.net

Dortha Lee Wingler

Alvon-Dortha Lee 

Wingler, 87, passed away 

peacefully at her daugh-

ter’s home in Salem, WV, 

on Friday, June 17, 2022.

She was born July 1, 

1934, in Alvon.

She was preceded in 

death by her beloved 

daughter, Sandra Hilton; 

sister, Myrtle Eads; and 

her parents, Royd and 

Nellie Eads.

Dot (as everyone lov-

ingly called her), is sur-

vived by her husband, 

Cecil Wingler of Alvon; 

three children, Dr. Jay 

Hilton and wife Peggy of 

Brooksville, FL, Charlie 

Hilton and wife Annie 

of Ocala, FL, and Lora 

Abruzzino and husband 

David of Salem, WV. Dot 

also had three stepchil-

dren, Darlene Yates and 

husband Dusty of Ron-

ceverte, Robwyn Wingler 

of Clintonville, and San-

dy Holmes and husband 

James of Renick. Dot had 

several grandchildren, 

James Hilton of Raleigh, 

NC, Amanda Hilton of 

San Francisco, CA, Emily 

Hilton of Tampa, FL, Jo-

nah Cruz of Morgantown, 

Jacob Cruz of Washing-

ton, DC, and Jeremiah 

Cruz of Salem. Dot had 

two step-grandchildren, 

Georgia Holmes of Lewis-

burg, and Thaddeus Wing-

ler of Alvon. She had two 

great-grandbabies, Wesley 

and Giselle of Tampa, FL.

Dot loved her family, 

friends and church with 

a passion. Her hobbies 

included talking on the 

phone, sitting on the porch 

and chatting with friends 

over a cup of coff ee, and 

service to others. Her 

greatest joy was visiting 

and planning reunions be-

cause she loved to laugh 

and share memories with 

her family. She was a 

member of Alvon United 

Methodist Church and in 

later years attended What-

coat United Methodist 

Church.

Dot graduated from 

White Sulphur Springs 

High School in 1952. She 

spent the early part of her 

life raising her family in 

Florida, and then she re-

turned home to Alvon and 

worked in The Head Wait-

ers Offi  ce at the Greenbri-

er Hotel before retiring. 

Friends gathered with 

the family Tuesday after-

noon, June 21, at Whatcoat 

United Methodist Church. 

A celebration of Dot’s life 

was held Wednesday, June 

22, at Whatcoat United 

Methodist Church where 

the Revs. Lowell O’Dell 

and Katie Knotts offi  ciat-

ed. Interment followed in 

the Alvon UM Cemetery 

on Route 92, White Sul-

phur Springs.

In lieu of fl owers, the 

family requests memori-

al donations be made to 

Anthony Creek Fire De-

partment, Whatcoat Unit-

ed Methodist Church, or 

HospiceCare of Lewis-

burg.

A special thank you 

goes to the care providers 

of HospiceCare of Lewis-

burg, especially Shauna, 

RN, Samantha, CNA, and 

Mickie, SW, Thaddeus as 

her helper and caretaker, 

Darlene for all her kind-

ness and caregiving, Dot’s 

church family, and her 

family and friends who 

checked in on her. She 

loved everyone’s visits 

and prayers.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in White Sul-

phur Springs is in charge 

of arrangements.

Please send online con-

dolences by visiting www.

WallaceandWallaceFH.

com

Granville Oakley 
Sims, Sr.

Alderson -Granvi l le 

Oakley Sims, Sr., 81, 

passed away on Saturday, 

June 18, 2022 at his home 

in Alderson, following a 

short illness.

Born Dec. 2, 1940 at 

Blue Sulphur Springs, he 

was the son of the late Es-

sie Allen and Lena Ellen 

Hiser Sims. 

In addition to his par-

ents, he was preceded in 

death by his wife of 52 

years, Audrey Maxine 

Hamrick Sims; three chil-

dren, Greg Sims, Garrett 

Sims, and Donna Sims; 

and 10 brothers and sis-

ters.

Mr. Sims was a Master 

Painter in the commer-

cial painting industry for 

many years and was also 

employed by the West Vir-

ginia Department of High-

ways for several years. He 

enjoyed hunting, fi shing, 

and family get-togethers, 

loved horse racing, and 

was an avid dog lover.

Survivors include seven 

children, Debbie SanNi-

colas and husband Albert, 

of Las Vegas, NV, Gaspor 

Sims and his companion 

Tina Roy of Alderson, 

Delvia Sims and Billy 

King, of Alderson, Derena 

Sims and her companion 

Terry Leonguerrero, of 

Charles Town, Junior Sims 

and wife Kelsey Stacy of 

Alderson, Drusilla Noland 

and her companion Joe 

Godby of Alderson, and 

Jeremiah Sims and wife 

Brittany of Hedgesville; 

brother, Hubert Butler 

and wife Janice of Alder-

son; 24 grandchildren; 26 

great-grandchildren; six 

great-great-grandchildren;  

and many nieces and 

nephews.

Funeral services will 

be held on Saturday, June 

25, 1 p.m. at the Lobban 

Funeral Home Chapel 

in Alderson, with Pastor 

Ronnie Saville offi  ciat-

ing. Burial will follow in 

the Somerset Cemetery, 

Smoot.

Friends may call Sat-

urday, June 25, from 12 

noon to 1 p.m. at the fu-

neral home.

Family and friends will 

serve as pallbearers.

Online condolences and 

memories may be shared 

with the Sims family at 

www.lobbanfh.com

Herbert Jerry 
Greene

Loris, SC-Herbert Jerry 

Greene, 93, passed away 

Saturday, June 18, 2022 at 

his residence.

He was born Jan. 9, 

1929 in Caperton, WV, the 

son of the late John Henry 

and Dollie Stissel Greene.

Mr. Greene was a mem-

ber of First Baptist Church 

of Fairlea and was a U.S. 

Army veteran having 

served in occupation in 

Germany 1951-1953. He 

had been a printing press 

technician for the Govern-

ment.

Other than his parents 

he was preceded in death 

by his wife of 67 years, 

Charlotte Clowser Greene 

in April of this year; and 

two sisters, Barbara Yaca-

no and Joyce Cliff ord.

Survivors include his 

sons, Dennis and Jer-

ry Greene and daughter, 

Teresa Bredeson; grand-

children, Scott and Kerri 

Bredeson, Kimberly Bre-

deson and Justin Greene; 

great-grandchildren, Hai-

ley, Sophia and Jacob Bre-

deson; and sister, Phyllis 

Jepperson.

Funeral services will be 

held on Saturday, June 25, 

at 1 p.m. at the Wallace 

& Wallace Funeral Home 

in Lewisburg with Pastor 

Ron Miller offi  ciating. In-

terment will follow in the 

Wallace Memorial Cem-

etery, Clintonville. The 

family will receive family 

and friends from 11 a.m. 

until 1 p.m. at the funeral 

home.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Lewisburg 

is in charge of arrange-

ments.

Please send online con-

dolences by visiting www.

WallaceandWallaceFH.

com

Elmer Hedrick, Jr.

Williamsburg-Elmer 

Hedrick, Jr., 98, passed 

away Monday, June 20, 

2022 at his home after a 

long illness.

Born June 2, 1924, he 

was the son of Elmer He-

drick and Jessie Arbaugh 

Hedrick of Cornstalk, WV.

Elmer (Jr.) was a life-

time farmer, farming 

mainly in dairy and beef. 

For many years, his neigh-

bors witnessed him going 

up and down the road on 

his John Deere tractor, 

often with grandkids on 

board. He drove a Green-

brier County school bus 

for 28 years, missing only 

one day of work. He also 

spent 12 years working for 

the State Road.

Elmer (Jr.) was very 

community minded. He 

served on several county 

Boards and was a 50-year 

member of the Williams-

burg Ruritan. In 2003, the 

Elmer Hedrick Jr. fami-

ly received the Heritage 

Agriculture Achievement 

Award, which was pre-

sented to him at the 2003 

WV State Fair. He was a 

lifelong active member of 

the Andrew Chapel Unit-

ed Methodist Church in 

Williamsburg.

He was preceded in 

death by his beloved wife 

of 69 years, Mabel Mc-

Million Hedrick; brother, 

Donald N. Hedrick; sister, 

Thelma Hedrick Poe; and 

grandson, Brian Keith He-

drick.

Jr. is survived by sev-

en sons, David (Stella) 

of Cornstalk, Rodger 

(Debbie) of Williams-

burg, Steve of Williams-

burg, Barry (Drema) of 

Lewisburg, Bill (Connie) 

of Frankford, Gary (Lau-

rie) of Williamsburg and 

Rick (Tina) of Williams-

burg; 13 grandchildren, 17 

great-grandchildren, and 

one great-great-grand-

child on the way.

Visitation will be at 

the Andrew Chapel Unit-

ed Methodist Church in 

Williamsburg on Sunday, 

June 26, from 5 until 8 

p.m. Funeral service will 

be on Monday June 27, 

at 11 a.m. at the church 

with Pastor Denver Tiller 

offi  ciating. Entombment 

will follow in the Wallace 

Memorial Mausoleum at 

Clintonville.

In lieu of fl owers do-

nations may be made to 

Andrew Chapel United 

Methodist Church at P.O. 

Box 110, Williams, WV 

24991 or to the Williams-

burg Ruritan Club at 5426 

Shoestring Trail, Lewis-

burg, WV 24901

Much love and appre-

ciation to all of Elmer’s 

caregivers; Sarah Atwell, 

Ruby Shaff er, TC Holler, 

Alice Coff , Trenda Han-

son, Kim Huff man, Shir-

ley Winfrey, Juanita Doz-

ier and HospiceCare of 

Greenbrier Valley.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Lewisburg 

is in charge of arrange-

ments.

Please send online con-

dolences by visiting www.

WallaceandWallaceFH.

com

Tamra Beth Falls 
Boswell

C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e , 
VA-Tamra Beth Falls 

Boswell (Sissy) fought a 

valiant fi ght against leuke-

mia. She passed reluctant-

ly but peacefully at UVA 

in Charlottesville, VA on 

Sunday, June 19, 2022.

She was born June 23, 

1977 to Billy Ray and 

Betsy Jo Windon Falls.

Tamra was the best 

mother to her girls, their 

friends and their friends. 

Her beautiful heart was 

the biggest part of her. She 

loved and did so openly 

with absolutely beauti-

ful smile and infectious 

laugh.

Her world revolved 

around her girls, from 

school activities to cheer-

leading, soccer, softball, 

volleyball, basketball, 

equestrian events, fi eld 

trips, prom dress shop-

ping and anything their 

hearts desired.

Tamra loved the Lord 

and was baptized with her 

girls. She bravely fought 

her illness with the devo-

tion and loving help of her 

husband, girls, her mom 

and family. Our Heavenly 

Father brought her home 

to reside with others who 

went before her. Tamra 

wants her girls to live a 

full, happy and joyous life 

and to know that she will 

patiently be waiting with 

loving open arms.

Preceding her in death 

were infant twin brother 

and sister, Ray and Renee; 

her loving and funny best 

friend, her sister, Amber 

June Falls; her maternal 

grandparents, June Hol-

ly Windon and Lawrence 

Windon; and her paternal 

grandparents, Harry and 

Dora Roach Falls.

She married her high 

school sweetheart, Joseph 

William Boswell, III. By 

the grace of God they 

created three of the most 

beautiful, loving and won-

derfully comical daugh-

ters, Madison Amber, Tay-

lor Bray and Miley Renee.

A walk-through visita-

tion will be held Saturday, 

June 25, from 12 noon un-

til 2 p.m. at the Wallace & 

Wallace Funeral Home in 

Ronceverte.

Following the visita-

tion, funeral services will 

be held approximately at 

2 p.m. at the Island Park 

Amphitheatre, Roncev-

erte, with Pastor Garrett 

Bostic offi  ciating. Inter-

ment will follow in the 

Morgan Cemetery, Ron-

ceverte.

Pallbearers will be Wes 

Hylton, Lincoln Corn-

well, Chris Ratliff , David 

Atkins, Matt Boswell and 

Chris Hylton; alternate is 

Mark Falls.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-

neral Home in Ronceverte 

is in charge of arrange-

ments.

Please send online con-

dolences by visiting www.

WallaceandWallaceFH.

com

PUZZLE
ANSWERS

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Robert’s Tree Service

Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties

STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
(304) 661-4086

Roberts’ Tree Service

252 Montvue Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-645-1851

Chapel Seating For 400 Comfortably
Well Lit Parking Lot With 125 Spaces

12 Reserved For Those 
With Exceptionalities

Wheelchair Accessible – 
Modern Technology

Headstones, Markers 
and Memorials

www.morganfh.net
FB-@morganfhwv

James “ Richie” Holliday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee In Charge
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GAMES, PRIZES, MUSIC,
FOOD & MORE TO

RAISE FUNDING FOR OUR LOCAL
FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION PROGRAMS

MODLIN FIELD BY GVMC

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 9:00 AM

EVENTS EVERY HALF HOUR UNTIL 12:30 PM
KIDS - $5  ADULTS - $10

BIKES, SCOOTERS, SKATEBOARDS & FEET WELCOME!
FOR MORE INFORMATION

& SPONSORSHIP LEVELS, CHECK OUT
OUR FACEBOOK EVENT PAGE

GREENBRIER COUNTY
MOVE FOR KIDS

PRE-REGISTER AT:
www.childhswv.org

GVF AND CHS INVITE YOU TO

Dear Recycle Lady,
What is green banking?

Want to Know
Dear Want to Know,
According to www.bankexam-

stoday.com, green banking means 

promoting environmently friendly 

practices and reducing carbon foot-

prints from your banking activities. 

It provides sustainable fi nancial ser-

vices, such as paperless statements 

and deposits and electronic products 

and services. Several new services 

are available with green banking: 

EcoLoans that require consumers to 

save water or cut down on coal use, 

and GreenLoans that lend funds to 

projects or ventures that have envi-

ronmental benefi ts. Green banking 

also strives to use less power and less 

energy by installing energy effi  cient 

technology products and waste man-

agement. Check with your bank to 

see if green banking is available for 

your use.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Are perfume bottles recyclable? 

Can old perfume be poured down the 

sink?

Smelling Good
Dear Smelling Good,
Perfume bottles are made of both 

glass and plastic, but only the plastic 

bottles can be recycled locally. Al-

though not recyclable, many of the 

perfume bottles made of glass can be 

re-purposed. As with all plastic bot-

tles, be sure perfume bottles are clean 

and dry before recycling. One word 

of caution. Perfumes are made with 

strong ingredients and should not be 

poured down the drain. At this time, 

no regulations exist for the disposal 

of perfumes, however, pouring them 

down the drain is not a good idea. Not 

only are the chemicals not good for 

the water supply, but the scent may 

also linger quite a long time! Treat old 

or unwanted perfume as you would 

left-over paint. Put the perfume in a 

container, mix it with cat litter or cof-

fee grounds to change the liquid into 

a solid, and put it in the trash.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Are the cans that Seresto fl ea and 

tick dog collars come in recyclable?

Protecting My Dog From Ticks
Dear Protecting My Dog From 

Ticks,
Yes, Seresto containers are recy-

clable with steel cans. Any chemicals 

from the fl ea and tick dog collar that 

might remain in the can would be 

killed by the extreme high heating 

process that is used to process recy-

cled steel. The top of the can be left 

on or recycled separately.

Dear Readers,

Thanks, Greenbrier Countians, for 

the great response to the tire collec-

tion held at the landfi ll on May 19. 

There were so many trucks and cars 

bringing the 2,637 collected tires that 

a traffi  c jam resulted - a good problem 

to have! A new traffi  c pattern has been 

created so that future collections will 

be more effi  cient. The next Greenbri-

er County collection will be held this 

fall in Rainelle. More information to 

follow.

Great News! Single-use plastics 

will be phased out of National Parks 

over the next decade. It’s estimat-

ed that this will reduce millions of 

pounds of unnecessary disposable 

plastic in our national parks and other 

public lands. (fto.com)

Have questions about recycling, 

or interesting information about re-

cycling? Send questions or requests 

to recyclelady@greenbrier-swa.com.  

Dear Recycle Lady is sponsored 

jointly by the Greenbrier Recycling 

Center and Greenworks Recycling.

EXTERIOR SERVICES
Cleanups                                 

Brush Clearing
Hedges

Free Estimates!

Call Today! 304.661.3655

Serving The Area Since 1979
5” Residential, 6” Commercial
Leaf 

Free Estimates!
LICENSED AND INSURED

Call Elmer Collins
304-667-3656

��������
Seamless Guttering

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E

FOUR SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM:

Our service is at no cost to you, as we’re paid by 
our participating communities and providers.

Find the right senior living option 
for your mom or dad with our  
free personalized process

1-888-918-8270

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach 
out to us for help getting rid of their 
timeshare. In 2019, we relieved over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit
 and see if you qualify:

844-738-0094

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 
1-844-803-1282

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value.Must present offer at time of purchase.

1-844-803-1282
Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all 
of the soothing benefi ts of a 
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy 
a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

First walk-in tub available with 
a customizable shower

Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots 
to off er a seated shower option

High-quality tub complete 
with a comprehensive lifetime 
warranty on the entire tub

Top-of-the-line installation 
and service, all included at one 
low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

SPECIAL OFFER

GVMC hollers 
with pride

Pride Month takes place each June to celebrate 

the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer 

and related (LGBTQ+) communities, the diver-

sity of individual identities, and the fi ght toward 

equal rights. This month spotlights the successes 

of LGBTQ+ people, injustices they’ve overcome, 

and their continued eff orts to make the world a safe 

and welcoming place for every person to be them-

selves.

Pride Month commemorates, in part, the June 

28, 1969 Stonewall Rebellion in New York City 

which helped ignite a national fi restorm of activism 

within the LGBTQ+ community. The Stonewall 

Rebellion brought increased visibility, awareness, 

and passion to the fi ght for acceptance and equality. 

The fi rst offi  cial Pride march took place on June 28 

the following year and has now become an annu-

al event around the country. Pride events are fes-

tive celebrations for LGBTQ+ people, their allies, 

friends and families to come together in a positive 

and accepting atmosphere.

Pride Month is an opportunity to learn about the 

LGBTQ+ community and remember our commit-

ment to make the future brighter for all. Greenbrier 

Valley Medical Center is honoring this commit-

ment by making a contribution to Greenbrier Val-

ley Pride because everyone deserves to be seen, 

heard, and valued.

Zachary Ramsey graduates from CCU in May 2022
Coastal Carolina Uni-

versity recognized more 

than 1,200 students during 

its spring commencement 

ceremonies, held May 

6-7, 2022. Among the 

graduates was Zachary 

Ramsey, a Marine Science 

major from Caldwell.

A University-wide cer-

emony recognizing all 

graduates was held on 

Saturday, May 7, at 9 a.m. 

in Brooks Stadium and 

featured a keynote ad-

dress by Vanessa Wyche, 

a Conway, SC, native and 

director of NASA’s John-

son Space Center. Each of 

CCU’s academic colleges 

held individual ceremo-

nies during the weekend, 

where graduates’ names 

were called, and they had 

the opportunity to walk 

across the stage and re-

ceive their diploma cov-

ers.

Coastal Carolina Uni-

versity is a dynamic, pub-

lic comprehensive liberal 

arts institution located 

in Conway, located just 

minutes from the resort 

area of Myrtle Beach, SC. 

CCU off ers baccalaureate 

degrees in 95 major fi elds 

of study. Among the Uni-

versity’s graduate-level 

programs are 27 master’s 

degrees, two educational 

specialist degrees, and the 

doctorates in education 

and in marine science: 

coastal and marine sys-

tems science. CCU boasts 

a growing array of intern-

ship, research and inter-

national opportunities for 

students, as well as nu-

merous online programs 

through Coastal Online.
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If you advertised with us, 
your ad would bey

Email ads@mountainmessenger.com.
HERE!

NOTICE
LAWN CARE SERVICES: 
W&M Lawn Care, LLC. 
Serving Lewisburg and 
surrounding areas. Call for 
your free estimate. 304-
647-8777 or 304-956-0234.

FOR RENT
FOR RENT: Rental available 
immediately. Off ering half of 
my house as a private, sound-
proof duplex. Just fi nished a 
complete remodel. 980 sq. 
ft. on .89 acres. 3 bedrooms, 
1.5 baths, LR, kitchen, com-
pletely furnished with the idea 
of opening an air B&B. Dead 
end subdivision. All utilities 
and more. For complete list 
of what is off ered, go to my 
website at Tim-Beale.com. 
Ideal for a WVSOM family 
with children, or 3 students 
sharing rent. Pet friendly with 
an additional deposit. $1,500 
monthly, plus deposit and 
lease. Contact information 
on website or 304-667-3258. 
Equal Housing Opportunity.

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED: Osmose 
Utilities is seeking workers 
18 years and older. No expe-
rience needed, we will train. 
Must be willing to travel. Driv-
ers license is not required. 
This is a physically demand-
ing position, candidates must 
be able to carry 65-110 lbs. 
Starting rate of pay is $17 per 
hour. For more information, 
contact Ryan Gibson 304-
646-5924.

Fourth Way Properties
Check out available properties at
4thwayproperties.com

FOR RENT

Call Terry or Isela @
(304) 647-8943

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

~

SUNSET TERRACE MOTEL
106 POMERY CIRCLE, LEWISBURG

Furnished room with small refrigerator, 
microwave TV, WiFi,  and coin operated 

laundry room.  Pet friendly, quarter mile from downtown 
Lewisburg, local shops and restaurants. All utilities 

included plus security deposit. Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures and details.

$750 Monthly, 
$375 Weekly

MONTHLY FURNISHED ROOMS

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months!  Call 877-635-0244. The 
Mission, Program Information and 
Tuition is located at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-information.  (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special offer 
- 5 screenings for just $149. Call 1-855-
915-35623562 
DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRAT-
OR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943
UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258
APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel!  As low as 
$109.99/mo! 833-586-1598
DIRECTV STREAM - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-656-0296
DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350
EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTERNET. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 

No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!
SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282
HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 
Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  
PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Options Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-901-2301
THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840
WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, 
LLCTIMESHARE CANCELLATION 
EXPERTS Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-738-
0094 

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Aviagen Turkeys operates over 20 farms and 
two hatcheries in the Greenbrier Valley. The 
company provides jobs for over 80 people in 
the community and there is a range of career 
opportunities available.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

BENEFITS

 31186 Midland Trail East, Lewisburg, WV 24901

Now Hiring!!
C.N.A, LPN, RN’s, Beautician, 

Environmental, Dietary, and Activities!
Updated Wage Package, Competitive pay, 

Sign on Bonus, Excellent Benefits, Free Uniforms

Opportunities.

Apply at:
www.amfmwv.com/careers or 
email recruiter@amfmwv.com

Greenbrier 
Health Care Center

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.

All Utilities Included. 
On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Regardless of Age.
,

The City of Shinnston, WV is seeking applicants for the position of 
Water Operator in a WV Class 2 facility. This employee performs a 
variety of semi-skilled and skilled technical work in the operation 
and maintenance of municipal water production. The position 
requires rotation of on-call and weekend and will be expected to 
work overtime as required.  Under the direct supervision of the Chief 
Water Plant Operator, the worker is responsible for operating and 
maintaining equipment at the water treatment plant; assisting in 
gathering data, performing tests and generating reports; assisting 
in ordering materials and supplies; and performing other related 
functions as assigned or apparent. Assists in the operation and 
periodic inspection of equipment at the water treatment plant. 
Maintains equipment, process tanks, buildings, and grounds in a 
clean and orderly manner. Obtains water samples and performs 
simple standard chemical and process control tests. Monitors 
and/or inspects numerous process control parameters for proper 
operations. Assists supervisor in maintaining and reviewing accurate 
maintenance records and monthly reports.

Minimum Requirements: High School Diploma or equivalent; 
Valid WV driver’s license with clean record, a valid Class 1 Operator 
license in the State of West Virginia or ability to obtain Class 1 
Operator license within 6 months. Class 2 water operator license 
preferred.  

Desirable Qualifications: Experience with water & sewer piping/
repair. Operation of large equipment; mechanical / technical skills 
experience in water / wastewater. Prior experience working for a 
municipality (public works, public utilities). 

Starting wage range will be dependent upon licensure. Obtain 
an application from the City of Shinnston website @ http://www.
shinnstonwv.com/. Interested candidates are required to submit an 
application with supplemental information to: City of Shinnston, 40 
Main Street, Shinnston, WV 26431. Applications will be accepted 
until the vacancy is filled with those received by July 21st earning 
first consideration.

The City of Shinnston is an equal opportunity employer. 

WATER OPERATOR

The Town of Renick is accepting 
bids for engineering and paving 
of Theda Lane. Direct inquiries 
to Mayor Patrick Robert’s 304-
647-0372. Sealed bids are due by 
July 8th, 2022 and can be mailed 
to PO Box 116, Renick, WV 
24966. Please and thank you.

LEGAL
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By William “Skip” Deegans Shown is a circa 1940s 

post card of Hawk’s Nest 

State Park. Located on 

U.S. 60 midway between 

Lewisburg and Charles-

ton, Hawk’s Nest began in 

1935 when the State pur-

chased 37 acres, includ-

ing the overlook of New 

River. The property was 

formerly known as Mar-

shall’s Pillars, and named 

after Supreme Court Chief 

Justice John Marshall who 

was smitten with the site 

when he visited it in the 

early 1800s. The overlook 

is thought to have been 

used by Native Americans 

and then by Union and 

Confederate forces during 

the Civil War.

As part of President 

Franklin Roosevelt’s New 

Deal to provide relief for 

the unemployed during 

the Depression, the Civil-

ian Conservation Corps 

(CCC) began construct-

ing the park. Based at two 

camps in Babcock State 

Park, the men built a con-

cession booth, restrooms, 

a caretaker’s quarters, 

picnic shelters, and tables. 

Later, a three-story circu-

lar museum was added. 

Built of stone and wood, 

the park is a testament to 

the remarkable craftsman-

ship of the CCC crews.

Under the leadership 

of the late Senator Pat 

Hamilton of Oak Hill, $24 

million was allocated by 

the State in 1965 for im-

provements at the park, in-

cluding a 31-room lodge, 

restaurant, swimming 

pool, and aerial tramway. 

The lodge and restaurant, 

with stunning views of the 

New River, were designed 

by The Architects Col-

laborative of Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, of which 

Walter Gropius, was a 

founding member. Gropi-

us, a German-American 

architect was a pioneer 

of modernist architecture. 

The lodge is undergoing 

major renovation, and the 

now closed tramway will 

be replaced.

Sources: Independent 
Herald (Hinton), The 
Leader (Hinton), Raleigh 
Register, Society of Ar-
chitectural Historians, 
National Park Service, 
Charleston Gazette-Mail.
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A Look Back 

Date correction for Skyline 
Bluegrass Festival events

The public is encouraged to at-

tend a photographic exhibit The 

Skyline Bluegrass Festival “Peace, 

Love, and Bluegrass Music” 1976-

1985. The exhibit, curated by The 

West Virginia Music Hall of Fame, 

features the amazing work of the 

offi  cial festival photographer, Pat 

Bauserman, of Lewisburg.  The 

opening reception is Saturday, June 

25, (not Friday as previously pub-

lished) from 3 to 5 p.m. at the West 

Virginia Museum of Music in the 

Charleston Town Center. The event 

will feature two live bands and re-

freshments will be served. A small-

er version of this exhibit will open 

First Friday, July 1, from 5:30 to 

7:30 p.m. at The Visitors Center in 

downtown Lewisburg.  

Richard Hefner and the Black 

Mountain Bluegrass Boys will 

perform.  Come enjoy an evening 

out, awesome photographs, and re-

freshments. This exhibit is funded 

through the generous support of The 

West Virginia Humanities Coun-

cil, The Jeanne C. and Lawson W. 

Hamilton Family Foundation, and 

The James F.B. Peyton Fund.

BEST
STEAKS
IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Mahi Mahi
With Lemon-Dill Compound Butter

Served with rice pilaf, vegetable, salad & bread,

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Blackened

Sandstone Falls

The beginning of endless discovery.

Whether you prefer hiking mountainsides or chasing 
waterfalls, these trails lead you to memorable views 

of Almost Heaven. Wide-open spaces await you.

WVtourism.com/ExploreSummersCounty

Photo courtesy of the West Virginia University Regional History Center.

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.
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STEPPIN’ OUTSTEPPIN’ OUT
GVP celebrates Pride 
with a week of events

GVP is once again bringing love and pride 
to Greenbrier County with a week of events
Last year, Greenbrier Valley Pride (GVP) brought 

the area’s fi rst Pride parade and festival to the Green-

brier Valley. Organizers and volunteers came togeth-

er to make a Pride celebration in downtown Lewis-

burg happen in 29 days. This year, the nonprofi t has 

organized a week of celebrations to give LGBTQIA+ 

people and allies a week of events to celebrate life, 

love, and community. This year’s theme is: Holler 

with Pride. 

“As we kickoff  Pride season in the GBV, I encour-

age everyone to refl ect on what this week means 

to you, your place in our community, and the im-

portance of your visibility,” said Brian Perdue, 

vice-president of GVP. “Pride is having confi dence 

in your authentic self. In the words of Harvey Fi-

erstein, ‘Never be bullied into silence. Never allow 

yourself to be made a victim. Accept no one’s defi ni-

tion of your life. Defi ne yourself.’” 

This year, GVP is off ering people a week to cele-

brate Pride. There will be events in Lewisburg, Ron-

ceverte, and White Sulphur Springs for LGBTQIA+ 

people and allies. 

“It’s really amazing that a year ago, we had no idea 

what was going on or how our event was going to 

turn out or how much that Greenbrier Valley Pride 

would impact our area,” Kelsie Tyson, president of 

GVP, refl ects. “In a year, we’ve been to school board 

meeting; we’ve been to city council meetings. We’ve 

fostered so much not only for queer people but for 

everyone to get to know about the queer experience, 

to have queer experience. It’s helped people to be 

proud and feel like they have people to be around 

and be friends with. I’m really excited for this year. 

It’s just great that we’re really making history and 

we’re changing lives and I want everyone to be a 

part of it.” 

Here is a list of events being held this week to help 

the Greenbrier Valley celebrate Pride:

• June 24: Pride by the River at Ronceverte Island 

Park, 6 p.m. 

• June 25: Holler With Pride Annual Pride Parade 

and Festival, 3-7 p.m. 

• June 25: Pride After Party Drag and Dance at Hill 

and Holler, 9 p.m. 

• June 26: Pride Worship Service at St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church, 11 a.m. 

• June 26: Pride Costume Stretch Party and Pilates 

w/ Chris Rodriguez-Stanley at the Greenbrier Valley 

Aquatic Center, 3 p.m.

Authors to hold event at General Lewis

The General Lewis Inn 

is hosting a literary event 

with authors Mesha Maren 

and Anne Maren-Hogan 

on July 3 at 4 p.m. Me-

sha Maren will read from 

her latest novel, Perpetual 

West. Anne Maren-Hogan 

will read from her recent 

collection of poetry, Ver-

nacular. Come enjoy re-

freshments with this moth-

er and daughter reading in 

the gardens at the Inn. 

UNCA Professor Eric 

Nelson said, “There’s so 

many outstanding poets in 

this area, including Anne 

Maren-Hogan, whose re-

cently published book, 

Vernacular, won the 2021 

Lena Shull Book Award 

from the N.C. Poetry So-

ciety. Anne’s voice and vi-

sion come from her child-

hood on a farm in Iowa, as 

well as from her adulthood 

in an intentional commu-

nity near Burnsville. That 

may seem idyllic, and 

in some ways, it is, but 

Anne’s poems are clear-

eyed in their depiction of 

not only wonder and beau-

ty, but also the harshness 

of living where ‘life and 

death dare each other’ and 

the outcome is uncertain. 

It’s a rich and compelling 

collection.”

Jennifer Clement wrote 

in the New York Times 

that, “Mesha Maren’s nov-

el Perpetual West follows 

her praiseworthy debut 

Sugar Run and is delivered 

in the same measured yet 

stunning prose.”

Join the First Fridays After Five Celebration on July 1
Downtown Lewisburg cele-

brates Independence Day with 

First Fridays After Five on Fri-

day, July 1, from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Enjoy live music, meet talented 

artists, catch late evening shop-

ping deals and have a refresh-

ment or two, all free to the pub-

lic. Everyone is welcome! 

Live Music will be performed 

in the Greenspace by Allan 

Sizemore from 5 to 8 p.m.

Come visit American Le-
gion Post 69 located upstairs at 

818 Jeff erson Street S. for our 

Inaugural First Friday! We’ll be 

showing “Band of Brothers” on 

our big screen TV and off ering 

free hot dogs and soft drinks. 

Stop in and tour our newly ren-

ovated Hall and learn about the 

history of the Post and Veteran 

activities in Greenbrier County. 

Look for the American Flag!

Plants Etc hosts Indepen-

dence From Chemicals with 

Ashly The Bee Lady from An-

other Season Honey Farm to 

answer questions and give out 

information on saving bees and 

on the benefi ts of beeswax for 

skin care and the burning of 

beeswax candles for calmness 

and for purifying a room. (102 

Jeff erson Street S., 304-645-

6910)

Edith’s will off er samples of 

The Good Crisp Company Out-

back Barbecue Chips, the per-

fect addition to your 4th of July 

barbecue! (1035 E Washington 

Street, 304-645-7998)

Aggie’s will be open late and 

will serve adult slushies! (979 

Washington Street W, 304-645-

4063)

The Hub will have crochet-

ing and knitting night! Bring 

your own yarn or use the yarn 

and tools provided. This event 

is free! Please sign up in ad-

vance as spots are limited. (232 

Lee Street Building C, 304-

647-4994)

Declare your Independence 

from the Ordinary at County-
Seat Art and Music’s showing 

of Holler Made - WV Creations 

& Innovations. (5:30 to 7:30 

p.m., 848 Court Street (next 

to Merry Weathers) 304-405-

6045)

Sheena Pendley Design & 
Photography will celebrate 

1 year of having the studio in 

downtown Lewisburg! Come 

celebrate with us at our One 

Year Bash! Stained Glass Art-

ist Lynda Weischowsky will be 

there for the unveiling of the 

new stained glass window at 

the studio. There will be food, 

drinks, and a drawing for a bas-

ket full of local goodies and a 

gift card for a photo session. 

All landscape prints will be 

discounted, so come stock up!

Wolf Creek Gallery is serv-

ing a special Independence Day 

beverage and some in store 

specials! Get a free reusable 

bag with your $50 purchase. 

(967 Washington Street, 304-

645-5270)

A New Chapter Book Store 

hosts author Sara Blizzard and 

her new book “As A Result.” 

(922 Washington Street West, 

681-318-3501)

Now at The Shoe Box, state 

of the art 3D Foot Scanner! 

Stop by to receive a free foot 

scan and be entered to win a 

pair of orthotics! (847 N Court 

Street, 681-318-3377)

Little Black Box Bra Bou-

tique continues to celebrate its 

15th Anniversary with a First 

Fridays Deal: 15% off  any pur-

chase of $100 or more. (818 

Jeff erson St S 304-645-6646)

Central Better Homes and 
Gardens Real Estate is ex-

cited to feature award-win-

ning artist Patricia Stine, who 

focuses in watercolor. Her art 

has appeared at Carnegie Hall 

and other local businesses in 

the area. (1018 E Washington 

Street, 304-645-6633)

The Greenbrier Valley 
Visitors Center welcomes 

summer with art and music! 

July’s “Art in the Valley” ex-

hibit features a collection of 

paintings by local artist Misty 

Murray-Walkup. Misty is well 

known for her realistic oil and 

acrylic wildlife paintings. The 

Visitors Center is also excited 

to host The Skyline Bluegrass 

Festival Photographic Ex-

hibit: A Remembrance of the 

Legendary Greenbrier County 

Festival, which was held from 

1976-1985. The exhibit also 

includes photographs by local 

photographer Pat Bauserman, 

Refreshments will be served, 

and live music will be provid-

ed throughout the evening by 

Richard Hefner. The Alderson 

Quilt Guild will be on hand 

with tickets for their 2022 raffl  e 

quilt. Stop in for an evening of 

art, music, and refreshments!  

(905 Washington Street W., 

304-645-1000)

Humble Tomato will be 

serving a special Independence 

Day Cocktail: Red White and 

Boozy!

Stop by Patina for Live Celt-

ic music by Patrick O’Flaherty 

along with complimentary 

drinks and Girl Scout cookies. 

(1046 Washington Street E, 

520-4960)

Finish off  your evening at 

The Asylum with the Thomas 

Taylor Band! (399 Randolph 

Street East, 681-318-3515)

Continue celebrating the 

holiday weekend on Saturday 

with the Greenbrier Valley 
Theatre when they host the 

fi rst event of the Al Jeter Music 

Series. The GVT is extremely 

excited to welcome back the 

wildly popular lobby cabarets. 

On Saturday the 2nd check out 

A Little Help From My Friends 

at 7:30 p.m.

First Fridays is sponsored 

by City National Bank and the 

Shops & Restaurants of Down-

town Lewisburg. For more in-

formation check us out online 

at visitlewisburgwv.com or call 

304-645-6646.

Carnegie Hall and North House Museum 
present ‘Those Who Came Before’

Carnegie Hall partners with the North House Mu-

seum to present a new work by singer-songwriter, 

Doris Fields, aka Lady D. “Those Who Came Be-

fore” will be shown in Carnegie Hall’s Old Stone 

Room on Thursday, June 30, at 7 p.m., with a recep-

tion at the North House’s Frazer’s Star Hotel Tavern 

Room immediately following the viewing. Tickets 

are $15.

“Those Who Came Before” is a documentary-style 

video examining the musical history and heritage of 

Blacks in West Virginia. The video features inter-

views with well-known local artists such as jazz mu-

sician, Bob Thompson and poet, Crystal Good.

The fi lm is the fi rst in a series of planned videos ex-

ploring and celebrating the Black experience in West 

Virginia. It focuses on African Americans’ impact in 

music, academics, science, sports, and other fi elds 

in the mountain state. This video was made possible 

with a grant from the West Virginia Division of Cul-

ture & History.

Tickets may be purchased by visitingwww.carn-

egiehallwv.org/those-who-came-before, calling the 

Carnegie Hall Box Offi  ce at 304-645-7917, or stop-

ping by at 611 Church Street, Lewisburg. Carnegie 

Hall Box Offi  ce is open Monday through Friday, 10 

a.m. until 4 p.m.

“Those Who Came Before” graphic

Mesha Maren (above) and her novel (right) Perpetual West

Anna Maren-Hogan (left) and her collection of poems Vernacular, pictured right.
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