
See “Co. Commission”___Page 3

See “Logo & Slogan Contest”____ Page 3

See “Red Nose River Float”  — Page 3

Drawing & 
Watercolor Class
Page 11

Dare to Cruz 
Car Show
Page 11 

$1.00

The Weekend Newspaper for the Greenbrier Valley - Lewisburg, West Virginia
March 18, 2023

See “Skate Shop”__ Page 2

Visit us at —
www.mountain
messenger.com

Inside This Week
Number of Sections: 1

GENERAL
Briefl y ........................... 3
Classifi ed ...................... 6
For the Record .............. 3
Obituaries ..................... 5
Opinion ......................... 4
ENTERTAINMENT
Steppin’ Out ............... 11
Puzzles ......................... 9
Dining Guide .............. 11
Ag Week .............13 &14

Vol. XL, No. 11

Ronceverte River Festival 
logo and slogan contest 
open for submissions

As part of 2023 Ronceverte River Festival celebra-
tions, the River Festival Committee invites people of all 
ages to creatively visualize a new logo and present a 
new slogan for use in the 2023 Ronceverte River Fes-
tival pamphlet. These are two separate contests and are 

County Commission hears 
annual presentation from 

Humane Society
By Adam Pack
Jennifer Runyon, Board President of the Greenbrier 

County Humane Society, was present at Monday’s 
County Commission to give the Society’s annual report 
for 2022. Runyon began by saying that, “this has been 
a different year for all of us, which is now known as 
‘puppy year;’ Typically one or two litters per year come 
our way, but this year almost 100 of the 522 dogs we 
received were puppies.” Runyon brought several other 
interesting facts and updates well, stating that, 

• Dog surrenders are down, though they have transi-
tioned in character from mostly owned, adult dogs to 
puppies.

• 955 cats were taken in this year, a number on par 
with previous years

BOE hears encouraging 
fi scal news, approves 

school calendar
By Adam Pack
The Greenbrier County Board of Education heard 

about positive developments from Chief School Busi-
ness Offi cer David McClure regarding levy rates at their 
latest meeting. In his request for adoption of the sched-
ule of proposed levy rates for fi scal year 2024, McClure 
informed the board that “as a result of the increase in 
the assessments [by the state auditor’s offi ce] as well as 
the reserve that’s been building, in fi scal year 2024 the 
bond will pay off completely for the Board of Educa-
tion.” This news brings with it some welcome windfalls, 
as McClure went on to explain that, “[The paying off of 
that bond] will eliminate that debt for the citizens, and 
together with the increased assessments and the afore-
mentioned reserves being built up, the levy rate for the 
bonds in the last year reduced substantially. Therefore, 
I’m happy to be able to report that all citizens across the 
county will see a reduction in prop taxes that go to sup-
port public education. [Reductions in public education 

Ronceverte lands region’s fi rst skate shop

Greenbrier Valley CVB reveals rebranding for the area

Red Nose River Float returns this June

By Sarah Richardson
The second annual Red Nose River Float, a fl oating 

fundraiser, will be returning to the Greenbrier River 
this summer. This year’s fl oat is scheduled for Saturday, 
June 17, starting at 11 a.m. at the Caldwell Boat Launch 
and ending roughly 2.5 hours later at Ronceverte Island 
Park. 

The event page states, “This section of the river is 
approximately six miles of Class II water. This water 
trail is perfect for beginners. Expect 2.5 hours of fl oat 
time. Give yourself an hour round trip to set up a shuttle. 

Donned in their red noses, river fl oaters Stepha-
nie Myers (left), Samantha Gray, Travis McClin-
tic, and Elise McClintic (front) are pictured here 
from last year’s event.  (Sheena Pendley photo)

Participants Zoe Hinkey and Katie Dailer en-
joy a day on the river while supporting a good 
cause! (Sheena Pendley photo)

The Greenbrier Valley Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
unveiled a new, updated logo for the Greenbrier Valley, 
a new version of the visitor’s guide, and more at a cer-
emony held last week. 

They state that, “The brand refresh started with the chal-
lenge to modernize the existing logo mark yet keep it clas-
sic enough to last a decade or more. Guided by the updated 
brand positioning statement, brand archetypes, character, 
and tone, we explored a variety of logo directions. The 
new, updated logo celebrates the charming luxury that is 
the essence of the Greenbrier Valley brand. We chose a re-
fi ned serif font and added curves to a few of the characters 
as a nod to the region’s beautiful hills and rivers.”

A redesigned CVB website will be released later this 
spring. Stay tuned at www.greenbrierwv.com, and in the 
meantime, download a free digital version of the new 
visitor’s guide. 

taxes] have been consis-
tent since 2017, and will 
drop signifi cantly in 2024, 
and those rates will drop 
again in 2025 as the bond 
will be paid off.” 

McClure explained 
that the fi scal health of 
the board can be partly 
explained by the contri-
bution of White Sulphur 
Springs’ recent growth 
leading to an improved as-
sessment for the district. 
The new levy rates will 
be published for comment 
and review by the public 
prior to a special fi nan-
cial meeting of the board, 
where they will be brought 
up for fi nal approval. 

Board President Jeanie 
Wyatt remarked, upon ap-
proving the schedule of 

By Stephen Baldwin, RealWV
Standing in the middle of the Ronceverte skate park, 

you look across the railroad tracks towards town. Un-
derneath the old Workman Bridge, now stripped to its 
beams, you can barely see the soft glow of a leg lamp 
in a large frame window. It’s backlighting a black vinyl 
decal in the shape of a lightning bolt. Large block letters 
announce: “Ronceverte Skate Shop.” It may be on the 
wrong side of the tracks from the park, but it feels so 
right. Like it’s a long lost puzzle piece you’ve fi nally 
found. 

After building a skate park more than a decade ago, 
the town is elated to welcome the Ronceverte Skate 
Shop as a new business. Located along Edgar Avenue 
by the post offi ce, it’s set for a grand opening this Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Like its owners, James and Joanne Holt, the skate 
shop oozes cool. Trucker hats, gum-soled shoes, fat tire 
bikes, and skateboards galore. Some of the skateboards 
are made right here in West Virginia (Apartment Skate-

James and Joanne Holt, 
owners of Ronceverte’s 

newest business: the 
Ronceverte Skate Shop.

The Ronceverte 
Skate Shop offi cially 
opened for business 
on Mar. 17.

boards, based in Charleston). There’s a living room in 
the back of the store with a couch that calls your name. 
And while the mural on the wall beside the couch is a 
surprise you need to see for yourself, let’s just say it’s a 
duck unlike any other. 

When James and Joanne Holt moved to Greenbrier 
County from northern Virginia, they routinely saw ve-
hicles with thousands of dollars of biking equipment. 
Yet, most of the vehicles were tourists. They didn’t see 
many locals, especially kids, taking part in action sports. 

“Kids need an outlet to be kids,” says James. “There’s 
a lack of accessibility to action sports right now. This 
fi lls a gap.” 

They chose to focus on skateboarding because, “It’s 
an easy entry sport,” according to Joanne. Meaning most 
kids can pick it up quickly. 

James grew up skateboarding but says he doesn’t do 
it much anymore. “My balance isn’t what it used to be,” 
he jokes. 

“The only thing that separates a beginner from some-
one who’s really good is practice,” he says. He believes 
if kids have the opportunity to try out the sport, it will 
positively impact them. They may or may not keep 
skateboarding, but they will expand their horizons, get 
active, and be willing to take on new challenges. 

Why is there a monkey on the logo?
The main store logo includes a monkey, a historical 

See “BOE”__ Page 2
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New name. 
New 

opportunities.

camc.org/Careers

care provider, we offer unique incentives and career 

 

Join our growing team.  
Apply today!

Charleston Area Medical Center is investing in your community because 
quality health care begins at home. At CAMC Greenbrier Valley Medical 
Center, you can expect to receive excellent care backed by southern  
West Virginia’s leading health care provider. Should you need specialty 
care that’s not available here, we have you covered with access to highly 
trained doctors, the latest technology, and the most advanced treatments 
in a wide range of specialties, including cardiovascular surgery, 
neurosurgery, neurology, oncology, pediatric specialties, robotic surgery, 
bariatric surgery, gastroenterology and kidney transplant.

Whether you’re new to CAMC or you already know us, we look forward 
to this new beginning for health care in your community!

WHAT’S IN A NAME? EVERYTHING.
CAMC welcomes Greenbrier Valley Medical Center!

CAMC Memorial Hospital  I  CAMC General Hospital  I  CAMC Women and Children’s Hospital
CAMC Teays Valley Hospital  I  CAMC Greenbrier Valley Medical Center

nod to the monkey grave-
yard located in town. Long 
story short, it was an aw-
ful mishap resulting from a 
stalled circus train inside a 
tunnel, which killed all the 
monkeys onboard after an 
exhaust buildup. Roncev-
erte was the next stop for 
the train, so they buried 
them here along the tracks 
before they set up the cir-
cus in town. It’s the only 
known grave of its kind.

Why Ronceverte?
When people hear a 

skate shop is coming to the 
region, they often assume 
it’s coming to Lewisburg. 
But for the Holts, Ronce-
verte makes perfect sense. 

Joanne says with a 
smile, “If Lewisburg is 
the older sister who makes 
straight A’s, then Roncev-
erte is the rough and tum-
ble little brother. We think 
a skate shop fi ts the energy 
in Ronceverte.”

James echoes that, say-
ing, “Ronceverte is a blue-
collar town. There’s a lot 

proposed levy rates, that, “This is so amaz-
ing to me. I was on the board when we did 
the ‘mega-bond’ and just seemed like it 
would be eternity before we would pay it 
off and that’s it. We’re here. We had never 
run a bond to that extent, and it was a major 
undertaking due to the economy at the time, 
but the people of the county came forth and 
helped us, and here we are today ready to 
pay us off.” This bond was originally pro-
cured to help secure funding for the opera-
tion and/or work to Greenbrier West High 
School, Rainelle Elementary, Lewisburg 
Elementary, an auxiliary gym at Eastern 
Greenbrier Middle, and Smoot Elementary.

In sports news, the board also heard Mc-
Clure’s request for the approval of Field 
Turf USA’s proposal for turf replacement 
and track repairs at Greenbrier East High 
School and turf installation and track repairs 
at Greenbrier West High School. McClure 
described these repairs and installations as 
“sorely needed,” and that “a great deal of 
research has been done, due diligence has 
been done by everyone involved, and Field 
Turf is the best option,” due to “estimates 
coming in lower than was initially record-
ed.” As a result, both schools will have turf 

BOE                Continued from Front Page

fi elds and new tracks. 
The board also approved the 2023-24 

School Calendar, as well as the Mid-
Term/Nine Weeks Dates, and the Uni-
versal Pre-K Calendar. The 2023-24 
Mid-Term/Nine Weeks Dates read as 
follows: 
Grades 1-12 start date Aug. 28
K start date Sept. 5; PK start date Sept. 7
1st mid-term:  Sept. 26
1st 9 week ends:  Oct. 26
2nd mid-term:  Dec. 7
1st semester ends:  Jan. 18
3rd mid-term:  Feb. 23
3rd 9 week ends:  Mar. 21
4th mid-term:  May 2
2nd semester ends:  June 5
Faculty Senate dates:
Aug. 21: no students
Oct. 9: PL day - no students
Dec. 21:  two-hour early release
Feb. 19:  PL day - no students 
Apr. 25:  two-hour early release
June 5:  two-hour early release
Additional PL days:  Aug. 22 and 23;  
and Apr. 2

The board was also pleased to offi cially 

of new energy here right 
now. It just fi ts.” 

R.A.A.D.
When you talk to the 

Holts, they obviously love 
the community and the 
skate shop. But what really 
lights their fi re is their non-
profi t work. They have two 
kids and spend a lot of time 
volunteering with local 
sports and schools. 

As a result, they know 
kids need extra attention 
these days. So, they started 
a non-profi t called Rural 
Appalachian Action Sports 
Development (RAAD). 
For more info, visit them 
online at www.TheRAAD.
org.

RAAD will host contests 
and events for kids in the 
community through the 
skate shop. “Not all fami-
lies have money for their 
kids to try action sports,” 
says James. 

That’s why the shop will 
have what they’re calling 
a “RAAD Rack,” contain-

ing gear and boards that 
people donate for others 
to use. Kids pay what they 
can for those items, and all 
the proceeds will go back 
to RAAD to spread action 
sports to more kids.   

Grand Opening
The Greenbrier County 

Chamber of Commerce 
hosted a Business After 
Hours event at the shop 
this past Thursday, March 
16, and the shop offi cially 
opened on March 17 from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Regular 
hours will be announced 
soon. Customers can al-
ways shop via appointment 
by contacting the Holts on-
line. 

For more information, 
visit www.TheRoncev-
erteSkateShop.com, call 
them at 304-207-0234, or 
stop by 543 Edgar Avenue 
in Ronceverte. They are 
located beside the post of-
fi ce, underneath the bridge. 
They will leave the leg 
lamp light on for you.
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PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

Briefl y Public Meetings
Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. 
The public is invited to attend.
Gbr. Co. Farmland Protection Board
meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 10:30 
a.m. at 804 Industrial Drive, Suite 5, in Maxwelton. 
The public is invited to attend. Call 304-520-3221 for 
more information.
Renick Town Council
will have a budget meeting Monday, Mar. 27 at 7 
p.m. at Renick Town Hall. Agenda items include:
• Create 2023-2024 Fiscal Budget
 Immediately following the budget meeting, Council 
will meet for the regular monthly meeting. Agenda 
items include:
• Community comments
• Approval of meeting Minutes
• Approval of Financial reports
• Old business
• New business
• Committee reports
• Other business
Greenbrier PSD #1
will meet in regular session Friday, Mar. 24, at 7 a.m. 
at the District Offi ce, 9035 Seneca Trail South, Fair-
lea. On the agenda: 
• Approval of Minutes - Feb. 17, 2023 meeting
• Financial Report
• Manager Report
• Field Report
• Engineering Report
• Phase B extension project:
 - Payment Resolutions
 - Other project related business brought before 
  the Board
• Phase C extension project:
 - Payment Resolutions
 - Other project related business brought before 
  the Board
• Discussion of funding opportunities for future 
 projects
• Executive Session, legal matters 
• Other business brought before the Board

Franklin Gonzaga, DeForest, WI, failure to yield to 
emergency vehicle, GP, fi ne $25
Wyatt Lane Taylor, Frankford, reckless driving, NCP, 
fi ne $75
Robert Derrick Clutter, Williamsburg, speeding, NCP, 
fi ne $8
Jared A. Heller, Lewisburg, dog not on leash, NCP, fi ne 
$20
Jeremy Dewayne Wykle, Rainelle, DUI, NCP, fi ne 
$100, jail 1 day
Joe Richmond, Buckeye, destruction of property, NCP, 
fi ne $75, jail 21 days - suspended pending 10 months 
unsupervised probation, restitution to be paid directly 
to Lewisburg Police Dept. in amount of $437.01
Samuel Eugene Allen, Union, reckless driving, NCP, 
fi ne $100, jail 30 days - suspended
Nancy R. Johnson, following too closely, GP, fi ne $5
Katelyn Renee Griffey, Maxwelton, domestic assault, 
NCP, fi ne $50, jail 30 days - suspended and place on 
12 months unsupervised probation
Sherman Andrew Eagle, Smoot, trespassing, NCP, 
fi ne $100
Phil W. Yancey, Middletown, DE, speeding, GP, fi ne $5

Greenbrier County 
Magistrate Court Convictions

BARNEY
Barney is a six-
year-old male 
hound mix and 
weighs 37 pounds.

These and other animals are available at 
the Greenbrier Humane Society, located at 
151 Holiday Lane off  of Rt. 60 West in Lew-
isburg. They are closed Sunday and Monday, 
and are open from 11 a.m. through 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adopƟ on fee is $65 and covers 
spay/neuter surgery, fi rst kiƩ y vaccina-
Ɵ ons, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail 
trim and fl ea treatment.

Their dog adopƟ on fee is $85 and covers 
spay/neuter surgery, fi rst dog vaccinaƟ ons, 
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, 
fl ea bath and fl ea treatment.

Call 304-645-4775 for more informaƟ on.
They also off er donaƟ on-based spay/

neuter vouchers, and clinics are fi lled on 
a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. They use a 
lot of vets in the area but the clinics fi ll up 
fast! Fill out an applicaƟ on to help prevent 
animal overpopulaƟ on! Call 304-645-4775 
for more informaƟ on.

Last Shooting Match of the Season
will be held Saturday, Mar. 18 at the Williamsburg 
Community Building, 6571 Shoestring Trail, Wil-
liamsburg. Match start at 7 p.m., but food concessions 
open at 6 p.m. Match will be eight rounds, 12-gauge 
guns only. First seven rounds are $2 per shot, eighth 
round 50/50 at $6 per shot. Shooters must compete in 
the fi rst seven rounds in order to compete in the eighth 
round. 50/50 splatter match is $1 per chance between 
rounds. Cash prizes will be awarded. You do not need 
to be a shooter to win! Delicious hot food and refresh-
ments will be available starting at 6 p.m. Families are 
welcomed, you don’t have to shoot to come get a meal! 
Proceeds will benefi t Williamsburg Community service 
projects. Sponsored by a joint effort of the Williams-
burg Community Action and the Williamsburg Ruri-
tans. For more information and directions visit website 
www.williamsburgwv.com, or contact Bill Jarvis at 
304-645-3690.

American Heritage Music Hall, Inc.
located at 496 Island Park, Ronceverte, is open to the 
public, all welcome, handicap accessible. Listeners and 
tourists welcome. Admission $7 Tuesday nights, $10 
Saturday - Audience provides food. Doors open at 7 
p.m. Jam & Dance every Tuesday 7 to 10 p.m. Craft 
& Vendor Show - Friday, Mar. 17 from 2 to 6 p.m. and 
Saturday, Mar. 18 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Dance - Mar. 
25 features Walter & Richard Country Pride 7 to 10:30 
p.m. The Music Hall is available for weddings and par-
ties. For more information call the Music Hall at 304-
645-4667; Bill Evans at 304-392-6079; Grace Poe at 
304-992-5852.

Democratic Executive Committee
will meet Wednesday, Apr. 12, at 5:30 p.m. at the Bet-
ter Homes and Gardens Real Estate offi ce in downtown 
Lewisburg. Anyone who is interested in supporting our 
Democratic values is welcome to attend.

Earth Day
Fashion Forward Competition
On Saturday, Apr. 22, at 3 p.m. at the Greenbrier County 
Library, there will a fashion show celebrating the repair, 
reuse, and repurposing of materials to reduce waste in 
our landfi lls and to promote the health of our planet.  
Awards will be given in a range of categories, and both 
amateurs and professional designers of all ages are en-
couraged to enter.  Design categories and the entry form 
are available at edfashionforward.com. Create on your 
own or grab some friends and see what you can come 
up with! The event is open to the public and tickets are 
available via the website.  The event is sponsored by the 
Greenbrier County Democratic Women as a fundraiser 
for Blue Skies Ahead Get-Out-The-Vote work.

Thank you
The Williamsburg Food Pantry wants to thank the 
many that joined us for the Corned Beef & Cabbage 
Dinner, but due to the overwhelming demand we want 
to apologize to those who arrived to fi nd we were sold 
out. Over 100 dinners were served, but mark your cal-
endar for May 6 and join us for a Spaghetti Dinner. Call 
304-392-5537 with any questions.

MAXINE
Maxine is a one-
year-old female 

Manx
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Lory Mae Dale
BOOKKEEPING 
& TAX SERVICE

Serving The Area Since 1986

All Tax Forms
Arbuckle Lane, Lewisburg, WV

304-645-6037
10 AM - 6 PM

TAX TIME

Sobriety Checkpoint 
scheduled in Fairlea

The West Virginia State Police will conduct a 
sobriety checkpoint on US Rt. 219 in the Fairlea 
area of Greenbrier County on Friday, Mar. 17. The 
checkpoint will be in operation between 6 p.m. and 
Midnight. The purpose of the checkpoint is to de-
tect and deter impaired drivers, as well as to edu-
cate the public about the dangers of driving an au-
tomobile while impaired by alcohol and/or drugs.

The State Police urge the motoring public to as-
sist law enforcement agencies in their efforts to 
stop driving under the infl uence incidents by re-
porting impaired drivers.

Get Screened for Risks of Stroke 
and Cardiovascular Disease

Are you at risk?

5 Screening Package for $149

Call 855-915-3562

open to anyone and everyone who wants to participate, 
regardless of age or location.

Mark Mengel, chairman of the Ronceverte River 
Festival Committee, said, “We hope launching these 
contests will get the community more involved in the 
festival and get them interested in participating in other 
ways. The River Festival is a community event, and for 
that we need community involvement!”

There is no featured image required in the graphic 
design. The design should represent the artist’s inter-
pretation of the Ronceverte River Festival and what the 
creator enjoys about their memories at the festival (ex. 
ducks, rivers, festivals). The design must be in color. 
The artwork must be an original work of the creator. 
The artwork may be digital or hand drawn. Artists who 
submit scanned work digitally may be asked for their 
original artwork to be rescanned for a higher quality im-
age. For artists under the age of 18, art must be submit-
ted under the name of a parent or legal guardian of the 
creator.

The slogan may not contain more than 10 words, 
though may be less. The slogan should encompass the 
theme of the entire 2023 River Festival overall. For cre-
ators under the age of 18, the submission must be under 
the name of a parent or legal guardian of the creator.

The submission period for each contest concludes on 
Mar. 25 at midnight. Entries must be submitted to the 
Ronceverte River Festival Facebook page, via email to 
theronceverteriverfestival@gmail.com, or dropped off 
in-person at Ronceverte Baptist Church, Attn: Dreama 
West, 617 Main St W, Ronceverte, WV 24970. Please 
be sure to include the name and contact information of 
the creator with the submitted design. The winner for 
each contest will receive fi ve tickets for the Great Rub-
ber Ducky Race and will be announced on Apr. 1.

For more details about the contest, eligibility, and 
awards, please email theronceverteriverfestival@gmail.
com or reach out via the Ronceverte River Festival 
Facebook page. To fi nd out more about the 2023 River 
Festival, visit roncevertewv.org/festival

• 70% of dogs in the shelter and 67% of cats were own-
er surrendered

• 115 dogs were brought in by ACO; and in total, 1,592 
dogs and cats were cared for in 2022

• Due to support from the county, since 2009, the so-
ciety has been able to facilitate and accept the surrender 
of 25,782 dogs and cats and a signifi cant number of those 
animals were adopted. 

• As of 2022, the society has not euthanized any ani-
mals for space for nine years.

• Last year, 1,775 dogs and cats were spayed and or 
neutered at no cost to any pet owner. This totals more 
than $1 million to local vets for these services. These 
procedures were funded without money from the county. 

• 33,225 dogs and cats have been fi xed to date since the 
society began assisting pet owners with getting their pets 
spayed or neutered.

Runyon fi nished her report with news on the society’s 
outreach efforts. The society recently partnered with the 
Kanawha Humane Society, who is able to take some of 
the special medical cases which the Greenbrier Humane 
Society is unable to properly care for. Homeless animal 
reduction efforts are also a part of the society’s efforts, 
including the Community Cat Program. In 2022, the 
society raised and spent $ 7,000 altering and vaccinat-
ing 135 cats and kittens, according to Runyon. She went 
on to give the commission a reminder of the Greenbrier 
County Humane Society’s motivating principle: “Our 
goal is to put ourselves out of business through spaying 
and neutering.” 

In other news, the commission approved an extension 
of the Sheriff’s Department’s lease of the Bruce Law Firm 
building, and authorized the county tax deputy to set up 
a bank account for the receipt of funds from the upcom-
ing opioid litigation settlement. No date or amounts have 
been given to the county as of yet regarding said funds. 
Lastly, the county opened and forwarded responses for 
the county’s Requests for Proposals for Outside Legal 
Counsel on the Quinwood Broadband project. Four fi rms’ 
bids were opened and will be sent to Region 4 Planning 
and Development where they will be evaluated for cor-
rectness. If deemed correctly fi led and appropriate, the 
county will vote on which fi rm to accept.

The Greenbrier County Commission will meet again 
on Tuesday, Mar. 28, at 10 a.m. in the Greenbrier County 
Commission offi ces, in the basement of the courthouse. 
The public is encouraged to attend. Interested parties 
should call 304-647-6689 ahead, as times and dates are 
subject to change. 

Plans are in the works for help with shuttle, but please be 
prepared to have your own transportation.” Life jackets 
are required for each participant, and there will be safety 
boaters throughout the fl oat route. 

After the fl oat there will be an after party with awards, 
live music, food, and more. 

This fundraiser and ALS awareness campaign is held 
in honor of Chally Erb, Gary Arbaugh, and all those 
whose lives have been affected by ALS, a progressive 
neurodegenerative disease.  All proceeds from this event 
go directly to The ALS Foundation, a nonprofi t organiza-
tion dedicated to discover treatments and a cure for ALS. 

Participants must register for this event in advance at 
www.rednoseriverfl oat.com. Basic registration costs $25 
and includes access to the fl oat event, a commemorative 
red nose, and event sticker. Premium registration costs 
$90 and includes access to the fl oat event, an event t-
shirt, a commemorative red nose, an ALS Association 
swag bag, and 20% off a food order (excludes alcohol). 
Volunteers may also register online. 

For more information email Anthony.Woodyard@als.
org or call 304-207-0015. Follow the event page on Face-
book for more details at “Red Nose River Float.” 

Red Nose River Float Continued from Front Page
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Liven Up Yourself
Well, I have never been surrounded by so many LIVE 

creatures in the form of gorgeous fl owers and plants in 
my life! Well, ok, maybe when I would make my month-
ly pilgrimage to the Botanic Gardens in Washington, 
DC. That place, especially at holiday time, would blow 
your mind with the amount of greenery and poinsettias. 
Last week I attended the longest running fl ower show in 
our nation, the Philadelphia Flower Show in Pennsylva-
nia. Along with my experienced gardening friend, a pro-
fessional orchid grower, the two of us were stunned into 
complete silence by the multitudes of fl oral displays, 
creative competitions and award winners, and then there 
was the vendor section…for sale items. Jaws dropped. 

With one day to complete the world’s largest indoor 
fl ower show, we hustled about cutting through crowds, 
though they weren’t all there at the same time, thank 
goodness. We came prepared for walking… and walk-
ing. First, we entered the Garden Electric gardens, the 
moniker for the show. Hanging from a very high ceiling 
were fl owerpots, large and full, and turned upside down. 
That’s right, double take! We wondered how the fl ow-
ers, dirt, and moss were held in the pots, bottoms up! All 
I can say is, I won’t try that trick at home. 

Purple and blue strobe lights fl ashed across an array 
of fl owers and plants; I could hear the Bee Gees sing-
ing somewhere, Stayin’ Alive, was it? We had the urge 
to break into a disco dance, so we did! Two ole hippie 
chicks dancing around doesn’t really draw much atten-
tion, not when there are more beautiful things to look at, 
like the fl owers!

For a low ticket price of $40, we certainly got our 
money’s worth. My friend scooped up a bucket full 
of assorted bags of peony tubers, buy fi ve get one 
free! Prices for those ranged from $13 a bag to $125. I 
couldn’t resist buying from a vendor whose name was 
Peony’s Envy! I bought a layered pink and cream peony 
called Sorbet for $28 which promises many blooms per 
stem along with fragrance. Oh, la la. 

Peonies are perennials and very easy to grow. If you 
are having trouble growing these, it may be that you 
planted the tuber too deep. They will not fl ower if you 
do. Dig them back up carefully, not to break the roots 
and dig a  shallow 1 ½-2 ” deep trench, lay the tubers in 
and cover with just about 1-2 inches of loose soil; let the 
“eyes” face upwards and even poke out of the soil. It’s 
best to put them into the garden in late fall so they can 
establish themselves over the winter and that’s the same 
time to divide them to replant. Since I bought mine in 
March, I put them in the fridge till the cold soil outside 
unfreezes and then I will plant them. No need to add 
fertilizer because they require low nitrogen. It may take 
2-3 years for these to fl ower but when they do…they do 
put on a show!

We also visited the netted tent called Butterfl ies Alive! 
Hundreds of butterfl ies of all shapes, colors, and sizes 
were fl itting about, landing on everyone’s heads, shoul-
ders, and shoes. We were warned to be careful not to 
crush any! It was so much fun to hold out your hand and 
have one perch on your fi ngers. Of course, cell phones 
were snapping away like mad. 

Artwork, garden art, gardening tools, armchairs, wind 
chimes, bath bombs, herbal olive oils, and bird houses 

Nature’s Way
By Karen Cohen 

OPED piece submission guidelines:
To submit an OPED piece to the Mountain Messenger 

it must comply with the following rules:
1) OPED pieces may contain constructive criticisms, 

thoughts, or observations, which we publish on an indi-
vidually approved basis.

2) No name-calling, hate speech, or other derogatory 
language is permitted. We do not publish letters contain-
ing “bashing,” personal attacks, and the like. However, 
we do appreciate mindful concerns, assessments, and 
thoughts.

3) All letters must be signed by the author and include 
the city in which they reside.

Please note all submissions are subject to individual 
editorial approval. Please do not mail or hand-deliver let-
ters, email news@mountainmessenger.com

See “Tax Preparer” ___ Page  5

are just a handful of the many goodies to peruse and take 
home. Let’s not leave out the oodles of attractive house 
plants. Even if you don’t have a green thumb, I promise 
you, you can adopt certain plants for inside your home. 
I look for low light plants that like consistently warm 
temperatures, such as Philodendrons or Tradescantia 
Nanouk (also called Fantasy Venice). These are both 
easy to care for. Just hang these up in a window, even the 
bathroom window for indirect light, and let them grow 
wild and free. A light watering once a week or only 
when the soil feels dry is all that is needed to keep these 
vines sprouting more green leaves. Both of these will 
thrive indoors for many years! If you are a beginner, I 
wouldn’t purchase a bonsai tree; these require attention 
and careful pruning. 

For novices with a desire to indulge your non-green 
thumbs, buy an air plant. Yes, there is a plant which re-
quires really nothing but air, light, and very little water. 
With strange names like Aeranthos or Brachycaulos, 
these plants are epiphytes and can produce fl owers and 
offshoots. Lifespan is about two to fi ve years but a sin-
gle plant if properly treated can last indefi nitely. 

Treat your senses to fl owers and plants, all things live! 
It really will perk up a long drawn out winter and will 
guarantee you to liven up!

(Karen Cohen grows fl owers and vegetables organi-
cally and loves to explore the woods! Seed and plant 
lovers can sign up for the seed/plant swap gathering in 
Lewisburg by emailing natureswaykaren@gmail.com. 
And happy growing!)

Commentary
AG Morrisey reminds 
consumers to research 
tax prep services

It’s that time of the year again, so West Virginia Attor-
ney General Patrick Morrisey is reminding consumers 
to be cautious and to protect personal information when 
preparing and fi ling their federal and state income taxes, 
particularly since some tax preparers offer remote/on-
line assistance.

The federal and West Virginia tax fi ling deadline this 
year is Apr. 18.

If opting for a remote or virtual transaction, make sure 
you’re dealing with a legitimate tax preparation service. 
Also, make sure the tax preparer uses a secure portal to 
receive sensitive information involving income, Social 
Security numbers, fi nances, birth dates, addresses and 
other items scammers could steal.

“Tax season is in full swing and so are scammers who 
are busy trying to steal your personal information,” At-
torney General Morrisey said. “That’s why it’s impera-
tive for consumers to be mindful of how they handle tax 
information and who processes tax-related documents 
on their behalf. Make sure you work with the right per-
son or business. Research their reputation, qualifi ca-
tions, and be on guard for any phony or dishonest pre-
parer who would jeopardize your personal information.”

Consumers can greatly reduce the risk of fraud by fi l-
ing their return well before the April 18 deadline. This 
gives thieves less time to fi le a false return since Internal 
Revenue Service records would show a fi led return in 
the consumer’s name. Consumers also should use a se-
cure internet connection, and never fi le their return via 
publicly available WiFi.

Consumers should ask for the Preparer Tax Identifi -
cation Number (PTIN) and check the IRS list found at 
https://irs.treasury.gov/rpo/rpo.jsf.

Legitimate tax preparers will ask for records and re-
ceipts. Additionally, they will never ask a client to sign a 
blank tax return. If they suggest as much, it should raise 
an immediate red fl ag.

Consumers should also ensure their tax preparer 
signs and includes his or her IRS Preparer Tax Identi-
fi cation Number. Federal law requires paid tax prepar-
ers to take both steps.
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Commentary
Ukraine

The snow falls softly in the night upon the ravages   
 of war

and upon a people
yearning only to dine
on the blessed ordinariness
of lives they once took for granted.
 As do we.
And taste once again the sweet wine of freedom.
But at least the snowfall is silent,
Unlike the thunderous roar of the rockets
That now engulf their very unordinary lives.
One year into the relentless carnage
there are no conquering heroes here;
only heroes who refuse to be conquered.
How long must they endure?
For some, forever comes swiftly,
Their fi ght ending in a heartbeat.
While others are left to mourn them,
knowing their own forever
may be only a heartbeat away.
And they gaze at each other and whisper
“May your skies be silent tonight.”
   Louise (Lee) Fraley
   Covington, VA 

House passes SB-577 to cap copays on insulin
“I believe it was in 2020 our state passed a prescription 

drug transparency law thinking that if pharmaceutical 
companies had to provide information about why they 
were raising their costs, perhaps that bit of accountabil-
ity would make them think twice,” Miller said. “That’s 
up and running in our state now, and we’re really proud 
that we have that continuing focus on transparency.”

“Lowering out-of-pocket costs is a big deal,” Miller 
continued. “Increasing access and affordability is some-
thing that AARP has been advocating for for a number 
of years. We were pleased to see the federal government 
to take the fi rst step and lower or cap copays for insulin 
for Medicare benefi ciaries. That’s a signifi cant part of 
the population, but certainly not all diabetics are cov-
ered by Medicare.”

“We know that - at least in West Virginia - 20% of the 
market has private insurance,” Miller noted. “So, that’s 
what this bill (SB 577) is intended to address. It puts a 
cap on copays for folks who are on private insurance.”

Miller also noted that pharmaceutical manufacturer 
Eli Lilly and Company, on Friday, announced that they 
would be implementing a $35 copay cap for insulin, be-
fore adding, “That’s welcome news, but they’re not the 
only manufacturer of insulin.”

“But I also think it’s a signal that lots of states are 
passing these copay caps and I think it’s putting pressure 
on the manufacturers to do something about it,” Miller 
noted. “There are 23 states that have a cap on insulin for 
copays. West Virginia is one of them, but right now our 
cap is one of the highest in the country.”

SB 577 was returned to the Senate for consideration. 

By Matt Young, WV Press Association
West Virginia took another big step toward lowering 

its cap on copays for insulin a  nd other diabetic-devices 
on Friday, with the House of Delegates passage of Sen-
ate Bill (SB) 577. 

Addressing SB 577, Gaylene Miller, state director 
for AARP-WV, said, “There has been really good sup-
port for the idea of reducing the copay cap on insulin.” 
AARP WV has been one of the main proponents of the 
legislation.

Miller noted that similar legislation was proposed last 
year, but “didn’t make it across the fi nish line.”

“This year, we are cautiously optimistic that it’s going 
to make it across that fi nish line to the governor’s desk, 
and get signed,” Miller added. 

SB 577 seeks to reduce the insulin copay cap, from 
the current limit of $100 to $35. Insulin delivery devices 
would also be covered by a $100 copay cap. In addi-
tion, the bill allows for the purchase of diabetes testing 
equipment without a doctor’s prescription. SB 577 was 
passed in the Senate on Feb. 23 by a vote of 32 to two. 

“Addressing the high cost of prescription drugs has 
been a priority of AARP for my entire career, and I’ve 
been with AARP for more than 20 years,” Miller said. 
“It’s an ongoing issue that we’ve tried to address.”

“It’s sort of like the old adage, ‘How do you eat an 
elephant?’” Miller noted. “One bite at a time.”

Despite the legislation’s failure to make it to the gov-
ernor’s desk in 2022, Miller remained committed to its 
necessity.

Miller’s fi rst “bite” of the 2023 legislative session 
came on Jan. 19, while testifying before the House Com-
mittee on Senior, Children and Family Issues. When 
referencing a recent AARP member-survey, Miller told 
the committee, “Nearly 70% of our survey respondents 
want lawmakers to take action to lower the cost of in-
sulin, and other prescription drugs, during this year’s 
session.”

As explained in the text of the bill: “It is estimated that 
over 240,000 West Virginians are diagnosed and living 
with type 1 or type 2 diabetes and another 65,000 are un-
diagnosed. The medical cost related to diabetes in West 
Virginia is estimated at $2.5 billion annually.”

SB 577 further explains that the costs associated with 
insulin and other diabetic equipment and supplies, as 
well as the cost of insurance copays, has “increased as-
tronomically.” The bill estimates that West Virginians 
living with type 1 or type 2 diabetes have a monthly 
out-of-pocket expense “in excess of $1,000.”
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Gloria Jean Mann 
Smith

Gloria Jean Mann Smith, 
82, passed away peace-
fully on Monday, Mar. 13, 
2023, at her home follow-
ing a short illness.

She was born Aug. 6, 
1940, in Beckley, a daugh-
ter of the late Henry A. 
Mann and Lucy Wisman 
Mann.

Gloria was a graduate 
of Greenville High School 
and of the Baptist faith. 
She went on to work for 
BF Goodrich where she 
proudly retired after 23 
years of service.  She will 
be remembered as a loving 
mother, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother. Her 
favorite things included 
reading the bible, singing 
gospel music, crocheting, 
sewing, playing games 
on her tablet, mowing her 
yard, and taking care of 
her fl owers in her garden. 
But most of all, spending 
time with her friends and 
family. She will be deeply 
missed.   

Those left to cherish her 
memory include her sons, 
Marvin Edward Smith 
and wife Kathy of Talc-

Luther Darrell Farley

Alderson-Luther Dar-
rell Farley, 93, passed 
away peacefully on Sat-
urday, Mar. 11, 2023, at 
the Glasgow Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in 
Glasgow, WV.  

He was born Jan. 9, 
1930, in Coal City, WV, 
the son of the late George 
Dewey Farley and Lessie 
Cannandy Farley.

After graduating Stoco 
High School in 1949, Lu-
ther went on to proudly 
serve his country in the 
United States Marines 
Corps during the Korean 
confl ict. He worked for 
McLean Trucking until 
his retirement. He was a 
member of the Sharon-
ville Ohio Masonic Lodge 
204 F & AM, and a 32nd 
Beni Kedem Shine. Lu-
ther enjoyed traveling, 
camping, watching sport-
ing events, especially the 
NFL. His favorite things 
included attending mili-
tary functions and his Ma-
rine Corps reunions. But 
most of all enjoying time 
with his family over the 
holidays.

He is survived by his 
sons, Michael Darrell 
Farley and wife Lynda 
of Beaver, and Gregory 
Keith Farley of Alderson; 
his grandson, Justin Dar-
rell Farley and wife Allie 
of New York; his sister, 
Helen Hilton of Alderson; 
and many loving nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to his par-
ents, he is preceded in 
death by his granddaugh-
ter Michelle Farley; his 
brothers, Junior Farley 
and Verl Farley; and his 
sisters, Patty Minnick and 
Shirley Allen.

In keeping with his 
wishes, Luther will be cre-
mated and Lobban Funer-
al Home is honored to be 
assisting the family with 
the arrangements.

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared 
with the Rakes family at 
www.lobbanfh.com

OBITUARIES
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James “ Richie” Holliday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee In Charge

Local Author Remembered

Wallace & Wallace (304-645-2060) is located at 
884 Jefferson Street, North in Lewisburg.

Brenda May Clark 
who died Feb. 18, 
2023, will be remem-
bered and her life 
celebrated at a memo-
rial service for her at 
Wallace & Wallace 
Funeral Home from 
2 to 4 p.m., Sunday, 
Mar. 19. All who knew 
her are invited and en-
couraged to share their 
remembrances of her. 
Lite refreshments will 
be served.

Harry Lee Massie
Ronceverte-Harry Lee 

Massie, 78, passed away 
on Sunday, Mar. 12, 2023, 
at Peyton Hospice House 
in Fairlea, WV.

Born Apr. 11, 1944, 
at Ronceverte, he was a 
son of the late Susie Olie 
Massie.

He was also preceded in 
death by a sister, Henrietta 
Carter and two brothers, 
Danny Massie and Harold 
John Massie.

Harry was a member 
of Greenbrier Baptist 
Church. He was a vet-
eran of The United States 
Air Force having served 
in Vietnam. He was a re-
tired industrial mechanic 
working for a contractor 
at Westrock in Covington, 
VA.

He is survived by his 
wife, Brenda Gale Terry 
Massie; one sister, Mary 
Massie Terry of Roanoke, 
VA; and also  several niec-
es and nephews.

Funeral services will be 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Mar. 
19, at Wallace & Wallace 
Funeral Home in Ronce-
verte with Pastor Craig 
Terry offi ciating. Burial 
will follow in Greenbrier 
Memorial Gardens in 
Lewisburg, WV.

Visitation will be from 1 
p.m. until time of service 
at the funeral home.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Ronceverte 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

Anna Marie Knighton

Ronceverte-Beloved 
mother and grandmother, 
Anna Marie “Ann” Knigh-
ton, 76, passed away after 
a short illness Saturday, 
Mar. 4, 2023, at the Car-
ilion Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital, in Roanoke, VA.

Ann was born Sept. 27, 
1946, in Quinwood, WV., 
the daughter of the late 
Orval C.  and Sylvia M 
(Guinn) McClung.

Ann was preceded in 
death by husbands, Pat-
rick L. “Pat” Knighton 
(2022) and David M. Pat-
terson (1991). 

Ann retired from Rhe-
ma Christian Center after 
30 years of meaningful 
service. She was a proud 
member of Rhema Chris-
tian Center.

Ann is survived by three 
children, Melissa Patter-
son, Michael Patterson 
(Charity), Dale Patterson 
and stepdaughter, Kim 
Behrens (Kurt); grand-
children, Faith Gordon 
(Aaron), Matthew Pat-
terson, Andrew Patter-
son and Reece Patterson; 
great-grandson, Brantley 
James Gordon; and broth-
er, Jerry McClung.

Ann’s memorial ser-
vice will be held on Sun-
day, Mar. 19, at 2 p.m. at 
Rhema Christian Center, 
Lewisburg. Pastor Stewart 
Farley is offi ciating. The 
family will receive guests 
from 1 to 2 p.m.

In lieu of fl owers, please 
make donations to Rhema 
Christian Center or to the 
Peyton Hospice House.

We encourage you to 
visit our Tribute Store to 
plant a beautiful memorial 
tree in memory of Anna 
Marie “Ann” Knighton.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

Deloris Ann Arnold

White Sulphur Springs
-Deloris Ann Arnold, 

76, passed away Thursday, 
Mar. 9, 2023, at her home 
from a sudden illness.

She was born Nov. 11, 
1946, in Virginia, the 
daughter of the late Delos 
C. and Lucille Princess 
Carter Marion, Sr.

Ann was retired from 
The Greenbrier Hotel 
with 35 years of service. 
She was a member of the 
House of Prayer in White 
Sulphur Springs.

Other than her par-
ents Ann was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Wilbur C. Arnold, Sr.; 
great-grandchild, Mat-
tox; sisters, Peggy Miller, 
Mary Brandon and June 
Marion; and her brother, 
Delos “Sheep” Marion, Jr.

Those left to cherish her 
memory are her daugh-
ter (whom she made her 
home with), Nannette 
Arnold; sons, Wilbur Ar-
nold, Jr. of White Sulphur 
Springs, Michael Arnold 
of Denver, CO, John Ar-
nold (Kristen) of Lewis-
burg and Tony White of 
Roanoke; granddaughters, 
Tasha Arnold (Spencer), 
Kristina Ward (Chad), 
Jaqueia Dickerson, Jas-
mine Smith, Aryadna and 
Desiree Arnold; great-
grandchildren, Colton, 
Leo, Gunner, Kyler, Koah, 
Max, Nick, Ezra, Jayanah, 
Kali and Kyro; along with 
several cousins, nieces 
and nephews.

Visitiation for Mrs. Ar-
nold was held Thursday, 
Mar. 16, followed by fu-
neral services at the Wal-
lace & Wallace Funeral 
Chapel in White Sulphur 
Springs where Pastor 
Yvettea Wilmer offi ciated. 

Julie Ann Weikle Hamm

Mrs. Julie Ann Weikle 
Hamm, 58, passed away 
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2023, at 
Hospice of Union County 
in Monroe.

Born Apr. 21, 1964, in 
Covington, VA, she was 
the daughter of the late 
Harold Weikle and Sarah 
Foster Weikle.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in 
death by a brother, John 
Weikle.

Mrs. Hamm is sur-
vived by brother, Marshall 
Weikle of Mooresville; and 
her beloved dog, Roscoe.

A memorial service will 
be at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
Mar. 18, at the Grace Bap-
tist Church, White Sul-
phur Springs, with Pastor 
Kenny Baker offi ciating. 
Family and friends can 
gather one hour prior to 
the service at the church, 
Saturday.

Online guestbook may 
be signed at www.mor-
ganfh.net. Arrangements 
by Morgan Funeral Home, 
Lewisburg, WV.

Robert Gene Ruckman

Leivasy-Robert Gene 
Ruckman (Bob) passed 
away peacefully on 
Wednesday, Mar. 8, 2023 
at the age of 83.  

He is survived by his 
daughter, Gale (Rick) and 
son, Rick (Helen); his 
granddaughters, Rachel, 
Rebecca, Robyn, and 
Lexie; and his sister, Vicki 
Dove.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Julie; 
his devoted parents; and 
his sister, Beulah Ar-
baugh.

Bob was born in Rich-
wood, WV, to Dwight and 
Mae Lanham Ruckman on 
Mar. 13, 1939. After high 
school, Bob moved to Il-
linois where he began his 
career in the automotive 
industry. In 1972, Bob 
moved his family back to 
Leivasy, built his house on 
Grassy Creek Road and 
began his lifelong career 
in trucking.

After several years as 
an Owner Operator truck 
driver, Bob and Julie 
founded Happy Trucking, 
Inc. and eventually Ruck-
man Truck Repair. They 
grew their operation into 
one of the largest inde-
pendently owned trucking 
businesses in the area. Bob 
retired from the business 
in 2021 after being rec-
ognized by the American 
Truck Historical Society 
with the Golden Achieve-
ment Award for 50 years 
of service to the trucking 
industry. Trucking was 
Bob’s passion and life 
and he shared that passion 
with many in the commu-
nity through employment 
and service. 

Bob was a kind and giv-
ing man, always ready to 
help those less fortunate 
or in need. Everyone that 
knows Bob has benefi t-
ted from his generosity at 
some point over the years. 
Always willing to share, 
he never sought credit or 
notoriety. Despite hav-
ing contracted Polio as a 
child, he never asked for 
a hand, however, he was 
always ready to extend his 
to others. Bob was a pillar 
of the community dedicat-
ed to making whereever 
he lived a better place.  
While living in Illinois, he 
was a founding member 
of Grace Baptist Church 
in Downers Grove estab-
lished to serve a growing 
Baptist Community. He 
was a catalyst in the instal-
lation of public water lines 
on Grassy Creek Road in 
Leivasy in 1973 prom-
ising not to shave until 
they got public water. He 
was a founding member 
and life-long servant of 
the Nettie Volunteer Fire 
Department providing ex-
pertise on the recovery of 
large trucks involved in 
accidents.

Bob was always genu-
inely happy with a smile 
on his face. Always the 
optimist, Bob saw sun-
shine in the midst of 

Her wishes were to be cre-
mated after her services.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in White Sul-
phur Springs is in charge 
of arrangements. Please 
send online condolences 
by visiting www.Wallace-
andWallaceFH.com

clouds, ease while facing 
adversity and HAPPY 
when others were down. 
He was always happiest 
on the road, behind the 
wheel or up to his elbows 
in grease.

A wake will be held 
from 6 to 8 p.m. on Fri-
day, Mar. 24, at the Nettie 
Fire Department Bingo 
Hall (State Road 20 S) in 
Nettie, WV. The memo-
rial service will be held 
at New Prospect Baptist 
Church, 159 New Pros-
pect Road, Leivasy, WV, 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Mar. 25.

In lieu of fl owers, please 
make donations at gide-
ons.org to support a cause 
close to Bob’s heart pro-
viding Bibles to spread the 
word of God.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

ott, Randy Smith and wife 
Lisa of Hilldale, and Eddie 
D. Smith, of Lynchburg, 
VA; her daughters, Brenda 
L. Fox and husband Tim, 
of Talcott, and Debra A. 
Smith, of Creamery; her 
11 grandchildren; her 10 
great-grandchildren; and 
many loving nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to her par-
ents, she is preceded in 
death by her loving hus-
band of 62 years, LeRoy 
Walton Smith whom 
she married on Mar. 21, 
1960; her sisters, Beatrice 
Rollyson, Edna Blake, 
Dolly Syner, and Maxine 
Smith;  her brothers, Ron-
ald Mann, William Mann, 
Glen Mann, and Carl 
Mann. 

Funeral services were 
held on Thursday, Mar. 
16, at the Lobban Funeral 
Home Chapel in Alderson, 
where Pastor Eddie Harris 
offi ciated. Burial followed 
in the Campground Cem-
etery, at Creamery. Friends 
called Thursday, Mar. 16, 
at the Lobban Funeral 
Home in Alderson.

Serving as pallbearers 
were Marvin Smith, Ran-
dy Smith, Eddie Smith, 
Marvin Smith, Jr., Ronnie 
Mann, Tim Fox, Mikey 
Smith, Blake Smith, and 
Timothy Fox. 

Lobban Funeral home is 
honored in being entrusted 
in the arrangements.   

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared 
with the Smith family at 
www.lobbanfh.com.

Other tips to consider if hiring a tax preparer: 
• Research tax preparers online and/or seek a trusted 

friend’s recommendation.
• Make sure the tax preparer offers e-fi le. Anyone who 

prepares and fi les more than 10 returns for clients gener-
ally must do so electronically.

• Make sure the tax preparer will be available after fi l-
ing the return should any questions arise about the fi led 
tax return. 

• Taxpayers who fi le through traditional mail should 
use caution and consider taking the mail to a local post 
offi ce - tax identity thieves have been known to steal tax 
documents from mailboxes.

Consumers who believe they may be the victim of 
tax-related identity theft should contact the Attorney 
General’s Consumer Protection Offi ce at 800-368-8808, 
or fi le a complaint online at www.ago.wv.gov

Tax Preparer              Continued from Page 4 

declare March as Greenbrier County School’s “Music in 
Schools Month.” In a declaration drafted for the occasion, 
the board stated that March “from henceforth be Music in 
Schools month in Greenbrier County Schools.” Superin-
tendent Jeff Bryant was happy to remind the public that 
Greenbrier County has music specialists in every school 
in the county, “which is not the average or normal for 
this state or even the country.” As such he and the board 
would like to encourage the public to show appreciation 
to music educators every day, but especially this month.

The Board had a large portion of their meeting dedicat-
ed to Time Out for Applause for several groups of county 
students. However, due to the cancellation of school for 
inclement weather, students were not encouraged to at-
tend and will instead be honored at a ceremony prior to 
next month’s Board of Education meeting. Due to the 
sheer number of students to be recognized, next month’s 
regular meeting of the board will be held at the audito-
rium at Eastern Greenbrier Middle School on Tuesday, 
Apr. 11, at 6 p.m. The public is encouraged to attend.

Interested parties should call 304-647-6470 to con-
fi rm meeting time and date prior, as they are subject to 
change.
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FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
�������	
���
�������

������������

All Utilities Included. 
On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Regardless of Age.
,

THANK YOU FOR READING THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGERTHE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Aviagen Turkeys operates over 20 farms and 
two hatcheries in the Greenbrier Valley. The 
company provides jobs for over 80 people in 
the community and there is a range of career 
opportunities available.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
�������	
�

���������	�
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��������������
���������
���	�

BENEFITS
�������
�������������!�"����#��$���
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�$-�)*�����(������%�).��$


)��)�'���'��#���/)0��--�#���#)����0�#�����1�
���-122,,,3�+#�.�����4�*�3��2�������
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 31186 Midland Trail East, Lewisburg, WV 24901

WANT TO BUY
WANT TO BUY: 1940 
up to 1954 Chervorlet, 
2 door car to restore. 
Call 540-395-2083.

MINI-MED SCHOOL

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Monday, March 27

Osteopathic medical students share knowledge and skills with community members.

400 Lee Street North  •  Lewisburg, WV 24901

TOPICS:

SELF-CARE  •  AWARENESS  •  PREVENTION

�������	
�����
���������������������������������������������������������	

Mini-Med School is free for registered participants.   
Lunch will be provided.

TO REGISTER:

Contact Georgette Morton
304.647.6422 
gmorton@osteo.wvsom.edu
Registration deadline is March 21.

Lifestyle medicine and positive health impacts 
  
Heart, lung and brain care

Emergency care tips

The path to new medicine development

Social determinants of health  

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED: Hir-
ing full-time employees. 
For more information, 
contact Cutting Edge 
Lawn Care, 304-772-
3609

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED: Dutch 
Haus is hiring full-time/
part-time cooks. Must 
be at least 18 years of 
age. Food handlers card 
required. Apply at 368 
Brush Road, Lewisburg

Employment Opportunity
Cook Positions Available
Full-Time and Part-Time 
Must be at least 18 years of age and 

available to work holidays.
Food Handlers permit required.

Call for more information and apply in person.

Dutch Haus Restaurant
������
�����!��"	
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NOW HIRING:  
BELT COORDINATOR

Allegheny Metallurgical has an immediate opening for an 
UG Belt Coordinator. This position will report to the mine 
Superintendent. The Belt Coordinator will manage installa-
tion and maintenance of all underground belts in the mine 
and slope. The mine includes CM Units with a Long Wall 
starting mid-2023. This position is part of the senior mine 
management team. The successful candidate will be a WV 
��������	
���	�
�����	��
	���	���
��������	���	�������	
to successfully manage large mine belt infrastructure. 
 ��������	
���	�

��

� Two health insurance options
� Dental and vision insurance   
� 401k with employer matching
� Life/AD&D insurance 
�	����	����	
�

 Allegheny Met produces high-quality metallurgical coal 
which is the key ingredient in making the steel used to 
build America and the world. By applying our guiding 
principles of Safety, Accountability, Community, and 
Environment, we can provide our customers with a great 
product and reward our workforce with outstanding and 
sustainable careers.
 

www.AlleghenyMet.com
To advertise 

in the 
Mountain 

Messenger 
call 304-647-5724 

or email 
ads@mountainmessenger.com.

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E

���������	
���
���
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��������������������������!�����

FOUR SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM:

!"�#���"�$�%�!&'�(
��"�#���"�$�%!!&'�(

��"�#��!"�$�%�!&'�(
��"�#���"�$�%)!&'�(

$40/mo.
$60/mo.

$70/mo.
$80/mo.

FOR SALE
Gunstock Blanks. Solid Maple and Walnut.

Maple stock $2,500. Walnut stock $3,200.
Fishing poles with reels $18.00. Reels $12.00.
Boy’s bike $30.00, kids record player $10.00.

SERIOUS BUYERS ONLY. 

540-598-1153 or 540-691-6317
Greenbrier Valley Fitness

Studio Classes
Silver

Sneakers
Gentle

Yoga

Yoga
Fit

HIIT

Dance
& Tone

Strength
Training

Heavy Bag
Boxing

Come join us 
for class!
Free with

membership!

(SOUTH)

(NORTH)

Slurry Pavers, Inc. is now hiring for CDL Drivers, 
Mechanics, Equipment Operators, and General 
Laborers for the upcoming construction season.  All 
:	��$�	#�� �#��
*�� ���&$� �$&�$�#�� :&%� &#*� &� �
��� ��#��$�
package including health, dental, life, and 401(k). Apply 
in person at the Holiday Inn Express at 805 Oakvale Rd 
in Princeton on Saturday, March 18th between 9:00 AM 
and 5:00 PM or call 1-800-449-3662 for more information. 
A valid driver’s license is preferred and may be required 
for some positions. Weekly travel is required.

��������	
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���������	�����	�������������������	��
��
���������������������������	 ��!�"������������#�
	����$%�����&��'��	����www.slurrypavers.com

JOB OPENINGS

176 Medical Center Drive
Rainelle, WV 25962
304-438-6188
Mon.-Fri. 8 AM -6 PM

(FLOAT) LPN
MEDICAL ASSISTANT
With Phlebotomy Skills

Rainelle Medical Center is looking for a (Float) LPN or 
Medical Assistant with Phlebotomy skills, to work full-
time or part-time. RMC offers flexible schedules, no 
weekends, no on-call, competitive pay, EXCELLENT 
benefits package to include medical and dental care 
at any of our locations for employee, spouse, and 
dependents.

Health insurance, dental insurance, vision insurance, 
prescriptions at low cost, matching retirement plan, 
short-term disability, paid holidays, and earned time off.

Interested candidates may send a resume 
to the attention of Director of Nursing, 
Sabrina Ford at sford@rmchealth.org.

WANT TO BUY: 
Small log skidder with 
ppo winch. Call 540-
395.2083.

WANT TO BUY
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Fourth Way Properties
Check out available properties at
4thwayproperties.com

518 LINDEN AVENUE
ALDERSON

One bedroom one bath apartment. Beautiful large 
��������	
�
��
��
�����������
�����������������������
the street from the Greenbrier River and Monroe Ave 
walking bridge. Pet friendly with additional deposit.

$650 MO. 
Plus $650 security deposit

FOR RENT

Call Terry or Isela @
(304) 647-8943

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

~

SUNSET TERRACE MOTEL
106 POMERY CIRCLE, LEWISBURG

Furnished room with small refrigerator, 
microwave TV, WiFi,  and coin operated 

laundry room.  Pet friendly, quarter mile from downtown 
Lewisburg, local shops and restaurants. All utilities 

included plus security deposit. Check out our website 
4thwayproperties.com for pictures and details.

$750 Monthly, 
$375 Weekly

MONTHLY FURNISHED ROOMS

Robert’s Tree Service
������������	�
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������������������	�
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Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties
���������	
�������
��������������������

STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
#����$��%&��'���(304) 661-4086
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Roberts’ Tree Service

�'�112345678

By William “Skip” Deegans
Shown in this 1942 photo is Rainelle’s regiment of the West Virginia State 

Guard, more commonly called the Home Guard. Rainelle’s regiment was com-
manded by Capt. A. J. Boso. Other commanding offi cers were fi rst lieutenant 
Richard H. Bowman and second lieutenant James E. Decker.

The Home Guards were authorized by the West Virginia Legislature in 1941 
and created the following year by Governor Neely after the West Virginia Nation-
al Guard was called into active service in World War II. The objective was to have 
one Home Guard company in each county. Two companies of African-Americans 
were organized - one in Charleston and one in Welch.

The purpose of the Home Guard was to provide defense should the United 
States be invaded and to serve in emergencies. Men between the age of 18 and 
62 were eligible to enlist. The physical requirements of the regular army were 
relaxed for the volunteers. The men were issued regular army fi eld uniforms, and 
they drilled one evening a week with shotguns instead of rifl es. Ammunition, 
rifl es, machine guns, and ammunition were kept at the capitol and at armories and 
could be dispatched when needed. 

Locations of Home Guards were sometimes determined by the need to protect 
local industries important for the war efforts. Rainelle may have been chosen 
because it was home of the Meadow River Lumber Company and the Nicholas, 
Fayette and Greenbrier Railroad operations that were important for transporting 
coal as well as lumber. While largely forgotten in most of the country, the Home 
Guard continues in some states, like Texas, as a form of state militia.

Photo: Courtesy of Greenbrier Historical Society, George Collins Collection.
Sources: The Raleigh Register, Hinton Daily News.

Dear Recycle Lady,
I heard that there are 

some mushrooms that 
eat plastic as their entire 
diet. Can this possibly 
be true?

Doubting Thomas
Dear Doubting 

Thomas,
Yes, a mushroom does 

exist that eats plastic. 
According to Wikipedia, 
the Pestalotiopsis mi-
crospore is a species of 
endophytic fungus that 
can break down and di-
gest polyurethane, bet-
ter known as plastic. 
Originally identified in 
1880, its ability to break 
down plastic and turn 
it into organic matter 
wasn’t discovered until 
2010 when a group of 
student researchers were 
in the Ecuadorian Ama-
zon rainforest as part of 
Yale’s annual Rainforest 
Expedition and Labora-
tory. It has the potential 
to be a candidate for 
bioremediation projects 
involving large quanti-
ties of plastic. It could 
also potentially be used 
to clean up landfills.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Some plastic bags and 

wraps don’t have a num-
ber on them. Can these 
plastic bags and wraps 
without numbers be put 
in the drop-off bin at 
stores like Kroger or 
Walmart?  

Can’t Find a Number
Dear Can’t Find a 

Number,
Yes and no. Kroger 

accepts plastic bags and 
wraps that are packaging 
for Kroger products, re-
gardless of whether they 
have a #1, #2, or a How-

2Recycle label on them. 
However, if your plastic 
bag or wrap is packag-
ing for another product 
and has none of these 
labels, it must go in the 
trash. When in doubt, 
throw it out. Plastic bags 
and wraps without labels 
may have ingredients in 
them that can contami-
nate the plastic recycling 
process. Before placing 
any plastic bag or wrap 
in a Kroger, Wal-Mart, 
or Lowes bin, be sure 
the bag or wrap is clean 
and dry. Also, be sure 
to remove any food or 
receipts and cut off any 
paper labels. Plastic la-
bels are okay. 

Dear Recycle Lady,
While shopping for 

eggs, I noticed that eggs 
come in cardboard car-
tons, plastic cartons, and 
some even come in sty-
rofoam cartons. Can any 
of these egg cartons be 
recycled?

Egg Head
Dear Egg Head,
In this area, only the 

cardboard egg cartons 
are recyclable. They are 
made from molded pa-
per pulp, so they can be 
recycled with cardboard. 
There are other uses for 
these molded paper pulp 
egg cartons besides re-
cycling. They are bio-
degradable and will de-
compose quickly in your 
backyard compost bin. 
Farmers who have chick-
ens and sell eggs will ap-
preciate your passing on 
any of these egg cartons 
to them. There are uses 
for all kinds of eggs car-
tons, including sorting 
and storing small items, 

starting seedlings, or us-
ing them for an assort-
ment of craft projects. 
There are many interest-
ing suggestions on the 
web. Just Google egg 
cartons to find a large 
number of creative and 
useful projects. In larger 
cities, plastic egg car-
tons can be recycled in 
the grocery store bins. 
For example, these car-
tons can be used to make 
license plate frames, 
foam utensils or packing 
peanuts. Please consider 
these packaging options 
when you buy your eggs 
and be kind to our envi-
ronment.

Kudos to RBS em-
ployees and volunteers 
who cleaned up trash 
from a makeshift tent 
city on the banks of 
the Greenbrier River in 
Caldwell and thanks also 
to the Greenbrier County 
Landfill for their help. 
We are blessed to live 
in Greenbrier County 
where people volunteer 
to help others and are 
willing to work to keep 
our community clean.

Dear Readers,
May your blessings 

be many, your troubles 
be few, and nothing but 
happiness come unto 
you. Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day!

Have questions about 
recycling, or interesting 
information about recy-
cling? Send questions 
or requests to recycle-
lady@greenbrier-swa.
com. Dear Recycle Lady 
is sponsored jointly by 
the Greenbrier Recy-
cling Center and Green-
works Recycling.

FARM ANIMALS
LIVE FISH FOR RESTOCKING 
PONDS. Over 25 species available. 
We deliver. Colorful catalogue upon 
request. Zetts Fish Farm P.O. Box 5 In-
wood, W.V. 25428. Call 304-821-4496, 
Cell 304-820-6986.

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors 
are here to help take the guesswork out 
of senior care for you and your family. 
Call for your FREE, no-obligation con-
sultation: 1-855-935-2903 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRAT-
OR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 

funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel!  As low as 
$109.99/mo! 833-586-1598

DIRECTV STREAM - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 
Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Options Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC 
TIMESHARE CANCELLATION EX-
PERTS Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 844-738-0094 

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

Happy Spring, From all of us here...Happy Spring, From all of us here...
At the Mountain MessengerAt the Mountain Messenger
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LEGAL

LEGAL

(2021-S-00000004 - Greenbrier County - CAMPSITE LLC)
To: AMANDA TREVIO WHITE, DONALD RYAN LINTON, DONNA F. LINTON, LEAH QUICK, 

ADMINISTRATRIX STEPHEN LINTON, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, 
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in the subject property.

DISTRICT WHITE SULPHUR CORP   MAP 11   PARCEL 0202 0000
You will take notice that CAMPSITE LLC, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, 
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L ET UX, and for which the tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Greenbrier County at the sale for 
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2023, will be as follows:
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to April 22, 2023. 
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interest to April 22, 2023. 
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to April 22, 2023.
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��The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Greenbrier County.
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��The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.

You may redeem at any time before April 22, 2023, by paying the above total 
less any unearned interest.
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County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

(2021-S-00000030 - Greenbrier County - MYRON VAUGHAN)
To: CHRISTOPHER JENNINGS BROWN, TEDDY LEE BROWN, ESTATE OF PATRICIA BROWN, 

or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conser-
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DISTRICT ANTHONY CREEK   MAP 28P   PARCEL 0014 0002
You will take notice that MYRON VAUGHAN, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real 
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��The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Greenbrier County.
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��The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditorm

You may redeem at any time before April 23, 2023, by paying the above total 
less any unearned interest.
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1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The Greenbrier County Board of Education is seeking written pro-
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LEGAL

Tariff Form No. 8
(RULE 23)

PUBLIC NOTICE CHANGE IN RATES WITH PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATES
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF GREENBRIER COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME OF: Timothy Monroe Ward, Jr.
TO Tifa Juliette Ward

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
CHANGE OF NAME PROCEEDING

FAMILY COURT OF GREENBRIER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
Notice is hereby given that on the 12th day of April, 2023 at 3:30 

o’clock p.m. on said day, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be 
heard, Timothy Monroe Ward, Jr. will apply by Petition to the Fam-
ily Court of Greenbrier County, West Virginia for the entry of an order 
by said Court changing the name from Timothy Monroe Ward, Jr. to 
Tifa Juliette Ward, at which time and place any interested party may 
appear and be heard, if they so desire.
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further notice or publication.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned 
�	��
z������������?"���������������9���
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Entered by the Clerk of said Court this 6th day of March, 2023.
   Jamie L. Baker
   Greenbrier County Circuit Clerk
 

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER DEED OF TRUST
Under authority of a certain Deed of Trust from Greenbrier River Retreat LLC, dated the 27th day of 
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sale at the front door of the Courthouse of Greenbrier County, West Virginia, on Thursday, April 6, 2023 at 
1:30 0’clock p.m., that certain real estate conveyed by said Deed of Trust as described on the Exhibit “A” 
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PUZZLE ANSWERS PAGE 10

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 

Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
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East, Charleston, West Virginia until March 28, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
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The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver+
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. All bidders holding valid bidding proposals 
�	�������
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enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis+
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.
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The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.
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be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for
an award.
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The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
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enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.
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GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $15,000.00

Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

Cash to help 
pay your 
funeral, 
medical bills 
or other fi nal 
expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions
• Lock in your rate for life

�

6236

Plus — you’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
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CLUB & CHURCHCLUB & CHURCH

The Greenbrier 
County Elder Abuse 
Awareness Committee 
(GCEAC) is comprised 
of volunteers and lo-
cal organizations whose 
mission is to promote 
community participation 
in a network designed 
to increase awareness 
and knowledge about 
resources that strive for 
prevention, identifica-
tion, intervention, and 
legal justice for victims 
of elder abuse.

Elder Abuse is defined 
a single or repeated act, 
or lack of appropriate 
actions, which causes 
harm, risk of harm, or 
distress to an individual 
55 years or older and oc-
curs:

• within any relation-
ship where there is an 
expectation of trust; or

• when the targeted act 
is directed towards an 
elder person by virtue of 
age or disabilities.

Elder abuse includes 
but is not limited to 
physical, psychologi-
cal, emotional, or sexual 
abuse, neglect, abandon-
ment, and financial ex-
ploitation.

The Greenbrier Coun-
ty Elder Abuse Aware-
ness Committee was ini-
tially formed in response 
to the death of a local 
elderly woman who was 
neglected by her relative 
caregivers. The commit-
tee was comprised of a 
small number of com-
munity members whose 
sole focus was to be-
come educated on the 
abuse of elders and to 
begin expanding their 
membership. Today, 
the GCEAC has more 
than twenty Committee 
members consisting of 
volunteers and profes-
sionals in Greenbrier 
County who work with 
and/are concerned about 
the welfare of the elder-
ly community.

Under past grant op-
portunities, the GCEAC 
was able to form an 
Elder Abuse Training 
Team. This team was 
comprised of a Law 
Enforcement Officer, 
an Assistant Prosecut-
ing Attorney, a Victim 
Advocate, and an Adult 
Protective Services 
worker. The Elder Abuse 
Training Team provided 
training to law enforce-
ment agencies and vic-
tim service providers 
within Greenbrier Coun-
ty to identify signs of 
abuse and ways to pre-
vent abuse in the future. 

Today, the GCEAC 
through grant opportuni-
ties can revive the previ-
ously established Elder 
Abuse Multi-Disciplin-

ary Investigative Team, 
connect victims of el-
der abuse to the Abuse 
in Later Life Advocate 
employed by Family 
Refuge Center, conduct 
cross-training for law 
enforcement agencies, 
prosecutors, health care 
providers, population 
specific organizations, 
victim advocates, faith-
based leaders, courts and 

first responders to better 
serve elder victims, and 
improve outreach, ser-
vices, civil and criminal 
justice responses, pre-
vention, and support for 
victims of abuse. 

For further informa-
tion about the Greenbri-
er County Elder Abuse 
Awareness Committee, 
how to become a mem-
ber, or to seek services 

for elder abuse, please 
contact Family Refuge 
Center at 304-645-6324. 
If you wish to make a re-
port of elder abuse, you 
may do so by contacting 
Centralized Intake with 
WVDHHR or the crisis 
line at 1-800-352-6513.

“Take a stand against 
Elder Abuse, Advocate 
Awareness.”

Elder Abuse Awareness Committee meets

Kim Estep (left), Cara Baldwin, Stephanie Moore, Tyranda Martin, Gloria Martin, Kensley Shan-
non, Vicki Dove, Kristi Hicks, Carma Korman, and Karen Thompson

Church Bulletin
Women’s ministry to hold spring Bible study 

The women’s ministry of the First Baptist Church of 
Fairlea invites ladies of all ages to join them in their 
spring Bible study. This is a seven-session study, meet-
ing on Monday evenings from 6:30 to 8 p.m. starting 
Mar. 6.

WSS Tilapia Dinners continue for Lenten Season
The traditional Lenten fried or baked tilapia din-

ners, served in the White Sulphur Springs Commu-
nity Center behind Emanuel United Methodist Church 
downtown, began Feb. 24 and will continue each Fri-
day through Mar. 31 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. The meal 
consists of tilapia, scalloped potatoes, cole slaw, hard 
rolls, and your choice of drinks and desserts.

“We held the price down as much as we could, con-
sidering infl ation,” notes Andrew Wrzosek of Waites-
ville, grand knight of the Greenbrier Valley Council 
8689 Knights of Columbus, the sponsoring organiza-
tion.

Eat in or to-go dinners are available at $15 for adults, 
$8 for children 12 and under, and under 5 years old are 
free. “We are offering an extra piece of tilapia for an 
additional $5,” he added. “This is the fi rst time we have 
offered eat in dinners since the Lenten season in 2020, 
offering take out only for past two years and we are 
pleased to offer these methods of service once again.”

Proceeds from the dinners go to the community, 
youth, church, and service projects of the Greenbrier 
Valley Council which consists of members from Poca-
hontas, Greenbrier, Monroe, and eastern Fayette coun-
ties.

The most recent major project was purchasing and 
distributing 96 new children’s winter coats in the four 
county area, in cooperation with the Family Resource 
Network of Pocahontas County; the Wellspring of 
Meadow River Country, Family Resource Network of 
Monroe County; Alderson Elementary School, Smoot 
Elementary School, White Sulphur Springs Elementa-
ry School,  and gently used winter wear through Well-
spring, Family Resource Network of Monroe County; 
Lewisburg/Fairlea Food Pantry; and the Donald Davis 
Memorial Toy Fund of Summers and western Green-
brier County.

For further information and directions to the dinners, 
telephone the offi ce of the Catholic Churches of the 
Greenbrier Valley 304-536-1813 or Knights of Colum-
bus 304-645-1373.

New Growth Group at Rhema Christian Center
It turns out, giving up your “right” to be offended 

can be one of the most freeing, healthy, simplifying, 
relaxing, refreshing, stress-relieving, encouraging 
things you can do. It’s a radical, provocative idea that 
- We’re not entitled to get offended or stay angry. The 
idea of our own “righteous anger” is a myth.

In the Unoffendable study you will learn these ideas 
of immeasurable value:

• A concrete, practical way to live life with less stress
• How to adjust your expectations to fi t human nature
• Replace perpetual anger with refreshing humility 

and gratitude
This study seeks to lift religious burdens allowing us 

to experience the joy of gratitude, perhaps for the fi rst 
time, every day of our lives.

Join Judy Tucker and Terri Beavers for an in-depth 
study and discussion of Brant Hansen’s book Unof-
fendable Thursdays at Rhema Christian Center from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. beginning Mar. 30.  For more information 
and to register please visit therhemalife.com or call the 
church offi ce at 304-645-6999.

BUSINESSBUSINESS
Jason Hattersley named District Ranger for Gauley and Marlinton-

White Sulphur Districts of Monongahela National Forest
Forest Supervisor Shawn 

Cochran has selected Ran-
dolph County native Jason 
Hattersley to serve as the 
district ranger for the Gauley 
and Marlinton-White Sulphur 
Districts of the Monongahela 
National Forest.

“Jason brings more than 
20 years of natural resource 
experience and a diverse set 
of skills to Monongahela Na-
tional Forest,” said Cochran. 
“I’ve enjoyed working with 
him on our management team 
in previous temporary posi-
tions and look forward to see-
ing all that he will accomplish 
as a district ranger.” 

Hattersley will oversee the 

management of more than 
400,000 acres of National 
Forest System lands in four 
counties, including Green-
brier, Pocahontas, Nicholas, 
and Webster. In this new role, 
he will work with communi-
ties, landowners, and other 
organizations on the shared 
stewardship of Monongahela 
National Forest. 

“I’m honored to serve the 
American public and the 
Forest Service as the district 
ranger for the Gauley and 
Marlinton-White Sulphur 
Districts,” said Hattersley. 
“It has been a pleasure to en-
gage with employees and the 
communities we serve, and I 

consider it a great privilege to 
manage and care for this spec-
tacular landscape.”

Hattersley spent his forma-
tive years in Mill Creek, West 
Virginia, and later moved to 
Lexington, Virginia, where he 
resides with his wife Tamara 
and two children. He is a grad-
uate of Dabney S. Lancaster 
Community College with a 
degree in forestry. Hattersley 
began his federal career as a 
fi refi ghter before transition-
ing into timber management 
where he served as a timber 
marker, sale administrator, 
and timber program manager 
on the George Washington & 
Jefferson National Forests. 

The mission of the USDA 
Forest Service and Monon-
gahela National Forest is to 
sustain the health, diversity, 
and productivity of the na-
tion’s forests and grasslands 
to meet the needs of present 
and future generations. The 
agency manages the 193 mil-
lion acres of National Forest 
System land, provides stew-
ardship assistance to non-
federal forest landowners, and 
maintains the largest forestry 
research organization in the 
world. 

For more information 
about Monongahela National 
Forest visit www.fs.usda.gov/
mnf.Jason Hattersley

High Rocks’ mission is to educate, inspire, and empower young people in West Virginia.

free folk arts and 
culture workshops

presented by High Rocks in partnership with Berea College, 
March 18 — May 13, 2023

Value Added Products: Ramp Salt and Ramp PestoValue Added Products: Ramp Salt and Ramp Pesto
Saturday, April 8th, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m. at the High Rocks Lodge, Hillsboro

Join us at High Rocks to sample local products and get a glimpse behind the scenes of 
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Maple Magic Saturday, March 18th, 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
at Fort Warwick, Green Bank
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Trout to Table Saturday, March 25th,
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. OR 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Knapps Creek Trout Lodge, Marlinton

�������
��������������

�������	
����������
�������������	
�������	��	�����	�������		��
�
register for this free event.

Ramp up at High Rocks Saturday, April 1st, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
at the High Rocks Lodge, Hillsboro

Join High Rocks and learn how to identify, sustainable harvest, and prepare this 
�
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Seed to Skillet Thursday, April 13th, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
at Ruby Grow Farm, Hillsboro
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call to register for this free event.

Morel Mushroom Workshop Friday, April 15th, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
at the High Rocks Lodge, Hillsboro

Join us for an afternoon of food, fellowship, and fun as we go for a walk through the 
forest and share tips on identifying morel mushrooms.

Innoculating Mushrooms Saturday, May 13th, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
at the High Rocks Lodge, Hillsboro
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� food of our people
Friday, April 21st, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at The Hub, Lewisburg
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Appalachian Apple Baking Friday, April 28th, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
at the Hub, Lewisburg

Join us at the Hub in Lewisburg for an afternoon of baking with apples, Appalachian 
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Campfire Cooking Saturday, May 6th, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
at the High Rocks Lodge, Hillsboro
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STEPPIN’ OUTSTEPPIN’ OUT

BEST
STEAKS
IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Fried Chicken
Served with Potato,

Vegetable, Salad & Bread.

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg
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 Family Refuge Center invites the community to join 
us for our second annual Poker Run on Saturday, July 
29, with a rain delay date of Saturday, Aug. 5. The par-
ticipant with the best hand gets $300 and worst hand 
gets $100. We will have a 50/50 raffl e, bug splat contest 
and a cookout at the fi nish line.

Tickets are $25 per person and may be purchased on 
our Facebook event page or by mailing payment to P.O. 
Box 249, Lewisburg, WV 24901. Registration for the 
event is from 9 to 11 a.m. at Family Refuge Center’s 
main offi ce located at 213 Coleman Drive behind Ruby 
Tuesday. All vehicles are welcome! Riders will return 
to the main offi ce at 5 p.m. for a cookout.

The route will begin at 213 Coleman Drive, Lew-
isburg with stops at Pickaway Store, Pickaway; Shell 
Station, Rich Creek, VA; Exxon Station, Princeton, 
WV; Lowell Market, Talcott, WV; and return to 213 
Coleman Drive, Lewisburg.

If you are interested in being a sponsor for this event, 
sponsorships are $100 and will provide each sponsor 
with their designation on the event T-shirt as well as 
advertising throughout the event. All proceeds from the 
event will go toward services to victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault.

Family Refuge Center presents 
second annual Poker Run

Carnegie Hall’s Spring 
Classes & Workshops 
Series continues with 
Teaching Artist John Cof-
fey leading drawing and 
watercolor workshops. 
Coffey will teach Basic 
Drawing on Mar. 25, Be-
ginner/Intermediate Wa-
tercolor Painting on Apr. 
29, and a new workshop, 
Painting Clouds and Trees 
in Watercolor, on May 6. 
Students must be at least 
18 years of age and class 
sizes are limited.

Coffey’s fi rst class of 
the spring semester is Ba-
sic Drawing on Saturday, 
Mar. 25, from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. This class, designed 
as a refresher course or 
for beginners, will focus 
on drawing and sketch-
ing techniques, materials, 
and methods of drawing. 
The class will include in-
struction in drawing and 
sketching simple still life, 
landscapes, and people. 
Although different mate-
rials will be introduced, 
most of the class will fo-
cus on pencil and char-
coal drawing. Students 
are asked to bring a pad of 
drawing paper. All other 
materials will be provid-
ed. Cost is $125/members 
($140/nonmembers), but 
automatic scholarships are 
available for students over 
50 years of age, who pay 

only $85. 
On Saturday, Apr. 29, 

from 1 to 4 p.m., join 
Coffey in his Beginner/
Intermediate Watercolor 
Painting workshop. This 
combined class is intend-
ed for people who have no 
or very limited experience 
with watercolor paint-
ing or those looking to 
advance their skills. The 
class focuses on the ba-
sics of watercolor painting 
and progress to technique 
and composition, work-
ing mainly from photo-
graphs. Students should 
bring a photograph of 
their choice, but it must be 
taken by the student. Stu-
dents at the intermediate 
level may bring their own 
brushes if they choose. 
All other materials will be 
provided by the instruc-
tor. Cost is $125/members 
($140/nonmembers), but 
automatic scholarships are 
available for students over 
50 years of age, who pay 
only $85. 

Coffey’s fi nal spring 
class is his new class 
Painting Clouds and Trees 
in Watercolor on Satur-
day, May 6, from 1 to 4 
p.m. This specialty water-
color class is the second 
in a new series at Carn-
egie Hall, where classes 
will be taught en plein air 
(live, outdoor) on the Ivy 

Terrace, weather permit-
ting. Designed for begin-
ners and the more experi-
enced wanting to refresh 
their basic nature drawing 
skills, this class will focus 
on painting clouds and 
trees using watercolors. 
The class will include in-
struction in drawing and 
sketching the basic cloud 
types and tree shapes and 
will explore the different 
materials and techniques 
used in watercolor paint-
ing. All materials provid-
ed. Cost is $75/members 
($85/nonmembers).

John Coffey is a wa-
tercolorist specializing in 
landscapes and buildings, 
primarily in and around 
southern West Virginia 
but also other parts of 
the world. He grew up in 
Monroe and McDowell 
counties and currently 
lives in Mercer County.

Coffey majored in art 
at Concord College in the 
1960s, where he took only 
one watercolor course 
and decided the medium 
wasn’t for him. In the late 
1980s he had a change of 
heart and decided to teach 
himself to paint with wa-
tercolor. When he made 
the connection between 
drawing and watercolor, 
he achieved some small 
degree of success.

Coffey is currently a 

member of the West Vir-
ginia Watercolor Society 
as well as being a Tama-
rack juried artisan and a 
past member of the Ma-
honing Valley Watercolor 
Society, the Appalachian 
Artist Association and the 
Beckley Art Group. He 
has held one-man shows at 
the Chuck Mathena Cen-
ter, Princeton, WV; Sis-
ter’s Coffeehouse, Princ-
eton, WV; Carrington’s 
Cofffeehouse, Bluefi eld, 
WV; Neighbors Arts and 
Crafts, Princeton, WV and 
the Payne Gallery, Blue-
fi eld, WV.

His awards include 
Tamarack’s Best of West 
Virginia show 2011 - 
Award of Merit; Beck-
ley Art Group / Cynthia 
Bickey Gallery, West Vir-
ginia Memories Show - 
Best of Show, and various 
awards at other Beckley 
Art Group shows; Various 
fi rst, second, third, honor-
able mention and best of 
show awards from Appa-
lachian Artist Association 
and Mahoning Valley Wa-
tercolor Society shows.

To enroll or for a com-
plete list of classes and 
workshops visit carnegie-
hallwv.org/classes-and-
workshops or pick up a 
Classes & Workshops 
brochure at 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg.

Learn drawing and watercolor 
techniques with Carnegie Hall 
Teaching Artist John Coffey

Watercolor by John Coffey

Celtic Knot Run/Walk set for March 25
The High Rocks Celtic Knot Run/Walk is back in-

person for spring 2023! The race will begin and end 
at the Hub, powered by High Rocks, at 232 N Lee 
Street, Lewisburg, on Mar. 25. Check-in and day-of 
registration begins at 8:30 a.m., and the race will of-
ficially start at 10 a.m.

Online registration is open now. T-shirts will be 
provided on a first-come, first-served basis on race 
day, and extras can be purchased for $8.

This year, AmeriCorps members and children aged 
17 and under can register to race for free. Early reg-
istration costs $20 for adults 18 and older, and day-
of registration costs $30.

Use this link to register online: https://www.jot-
form.com/230584639028158.

The race map is available online at https://tinyurl.
com/57mj2bus.  

The 2023 Celtic Knot is sponsored by City Na-
tional Bank, Swift Level Fine Meats, and Edward 
Jones.

Celtic Knot Run/ Walk 
set for March 25

The 2023 DARE to Cruz Car Show will be held 
on Saturday, May 13, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Jim’s Drive In in Lewisburg. Come out and support 
the Lewisburg Police Department DARE program 
as we welcome Lewisburg Baptist Academy as one 
of our DARE programs. 

The entry fee for vehicles is $20 and includes a 
free shirt. Spectators are welcome as always, and 
Jim’s will be open as they were in the Fall ‘22 
show. If you don’t have a vehicle and still wish to 
support the program, donations are welcome! Also, 
if you or your business are interested in sponsoring 
the program, please reach out for the sponsorship 
and advertisement details. We are looking forward 
to another great show and hope to see you there.

Please contact Lewisburg Police Department at 
304-645-1626 if you have any questions or need a 
registration packet.

DARE to Cruz Car 
Show returns May 13

From March 23 to 
April 1, Join us at 
Greenbrier Valley The-
atre for the classic fam-
ily-friendly story James 
and the Giant Peach. 
A brand new take on 
Roald Dahl’s “master-
peach,” James is sent by 
his conniving aunts to 
chop down their old fruit 
tree. When he discovers 
a magic potion that grows a tremendous peach, it 
launches a journey of enormous proportions. With a 
gang of singing insects, James rides the giant piece 
of fruit across the ocean, facing hunger, sharks and 
plenty of disagreements along the way. Featuring 
a wickedly tuneful score, this story of courage and 
self-discovery is classic musical magic at its best.

Visit www.gvtheatre.org for tickets and show-
times.

Don’t Miss This 
“Masterpeach”
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SCHOOLSCHOOL
NRCTC Foundation accepting 

scholarship applications
 The New River Community and Technical College 

Foundation scholarship application is available online 
from Mar. 13 through Apr. 21. 

Students may apply at www.nrctcf.org for scholar-
ship funds to help pay for college tuition, books, and 
expenses. Scholarships will be awarded during the fall 
2023 and spring 2024 semesters. 

“The New River CTC Foundation seeks to increase 
the number of scholarship recipients each year. The 
more scholarships that are awarded, the more students 
receive much-needed fi nancial assistance to reach their 
academic and career goals,” said New River CTC Exec-
utive Director of Institutional Advancement and College 
Foundation Michael Green. 

New students, current students and graduating high 
school seniors are encouraged to apply. Scholarship 
awards are based on a variety of criteria including fi nan-
cial need, program of study, academic merit, and com-
munity service.  

“The scholarship application is designed to be user-
friendly for students to make the process as simple as 
possible,” Green added.  

For more information on scholarships at New River 
CTC, please email foundation@newriver.edu. For infor-
mation about programs offered at New River CTC, visit 
www.newriver.edu, email admissions@newriver.edu or 
call 866-349-3739. 

James Monroe High-
School Seniors Braydie 
Carr and Luke Jackson 
were recognized as Hon-
orary Secretaries of State 
for their efforts in reg-
istering 100 percent of 
the eligible members of 
the Senior Class to vote. 
This qualifi ed JMHS for 

JMHS students named 
Honorary Secretaries of State

the Jennings Randolph 
Award, named for the 
U.S. Senator from West 
Virginia who spearheaded 
the effort to lower the vot-
ing age to eighteen. WV 
Secretary of State Mac 
Warner spoke with the 
students in his offi ce and 
accompanied them to the 

Senate chamber, where 
they were recognized at 
the behest of Senate Presi-
dent Craig Blair and Sena-
tors Jack Woodrum and 
Vince Deeds.

Registering to vote is 
only the fi rst step, howev-
er. Failing to take the next 
step and actually vote de-

nies our community, state, 
and country the voices it 
needs to accurately refl ect 
the population. Voter par-
ticipation in our commu-
nity was only 49 percent 
in the 2022 mid-term elec-
tions. Let’s keep the mo-
mentum these young lead-
ers have started going!

Honorary Secretaries of State Luke Jackson and Braydie Carr with WV Secretary of State Mac 
Warner in the WV Senate Gallery.

Join us for EDTalks:  A free event focused on innovation and 
exploration in aerospace and aviation. Bill Noe, Chief Aviation 
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Teacher of the Year

Thursday, March 30, 2023      11:30 am
Bill Noe Flight School

%��	�&��'�������	����	����
�*��'������-��	�6##����-��	�
7����869:�����
��	����%&�":$66

More Info and Registration: EducationAlliance.org

The West Virginia Humanities Council, the state 
affi liate of the National Endowment for the Humani-
ties, serves West Virginia through grants and direct 
programs in the humanities. The Humanities Council 
budgets over $800,000 for grants and programs each 
year. A variety of grants are offered to nonprofi t orga-
nizations that support educational programming.

Humanities Council minigrants support projects that 
request $2,000 or less, including small projects, single 
events, lectures, small museum exhibits, consulta-
tion needs, and planning for more complex projects. 
The Humanities Council offers minigrants four times 
per year to support educational programming in the 
humanities. The next Humanities Council minigrant 
deadline is Apr. 1.

The West Virginia Humanities Council recently 
awarded a minigrant to West Virginia University for 
their annual Callahan Lecture. This year’s lecture is 
That Dark and Vast Sea: A Clandestine History of 
Race, Capitalism and Rebel Sailors in the Afro-Euro-
pean Maritime World.

For more information about the West Virginia Hu-
manities Council grants program contact Humanities 
Council grants administrator Erin Riebe at 304-346-
8500 or via email at riebe@wvhumanities.org. Grant 
guidelines and applications are available on the Hu-
manities Council website, www.wvhumanities.org

WV Humanities Council 
seeks grant applications

In a State of the School address, James W. Nemitz, 
Ph.D., president of the West Virginia School of Os-
teopathic Medicine (WVSOM), praised the school’s 
status as a leader in medical education, said the ex-
pansion of WVSOM’s research enterprise is an es-
sential component of continued success, and noted 
the school’s financial security while also caution-
ing about challenges ahead.

In a Mar. 9 presentation, Nemitz shared informa-
tion about the medical school’s 2021-22 academic 
and fiscal year. He said WVSOM is the leading 
contributor to the total number of physicians in the 
state, and also leads in producing rural and primary 
care physicians for West Virginia.

“In terms of meeting our mission, the bottom 
line is retention of grads in West Virginia,” he said. 
“I’m proud that our footprint is found all through 
the state, in 52 of our 55 counties, and that we’ve 
also populated every single state in the U.S. with 
WVSOM alums.”

Nemitz pointed out that the school’s graduates 
also enter specialties that fall outside the primary 
care umbrella.

“It’s not only WVSOM’s primary care physicians 
who are retained in our state, it’s surgeons, anes-
thesiologists, dermatologists. The reality is that 
WVSOM produces graduates in all specialties who 
address the health care needs of West Virginia,” he 
said.

As scholarly activity becomes increasingly im-
portant to students’ chances of matching to a resi-
dency program of their choice, Nemitz said WV-
SOM must make research a top priority and has 
requested funds from the federal and state govern-
ments to help the school expand its research enter-
prise.

“In the history of the school, I don’t think we’ve 
ever done better in the production of publications, 
studies and grants in terms of our research enter-
prise,” he said. “But there is a real need to add to 
our existing research facility. One of the filters to 
get into residencies in certain specialties is, ‘Have 
you conducted research?’So it’s important for our 
reputation as a medical school, and it’s becoming 
essential for our students.”

Nemitz said changes in workers’ priorities fol-
lowing the COVID-19 pandemic mean that many 
employers are finding it difficult to recruit and re-
tain personnel, and that WVSOM has implemented 
several initiatives as a result, including wellness 
activities, work-schedule flexibility and telework 
options. The school currently has just under 300 
employees.

He praised the work of WVSOM’s Office of Ad-
missions in finding innovative ways to reach po-
tential students and said the school’s enrollment re-
mains strong, even in the face of competition from 
new osteopathic medical programs at other schools 
as well as from existing programs that offer M.D. 
degrees.

“We host open houses, but we’re looking at other 

ways to attract quality applicants, and specifically 
quality West Virginia applicants. We have a tuition-
discounting initiative for West Virginia students, 
we are growing our pipeline programs and we’re 
doing more social media to grab the attention of 
students,” he said.

Nemitz emphasized that the school’s financial 
composite index is strong and that its economic fu-
ture is secure.

“We are very financially sound,” Nemitz said. 
“The West Virginia Higher Education Policy Com-
mission has acknowledged that we’re the strongest 
institution in the state, and we’re one of the stron-
gest in the country.”

Other developments include WVSOM’s recent 
seven-year accreditation by the Commission on 
Osteopathic College Accreditation, an upcoming 
collaboration with the University of Charleston 
that will allow students to pursue a dual D.O./MBA 
degree, and improvements to student wellness such 
as removing elements from the curriculum that are 
redundant or no longer needed, and the incorpo-
ration of “golden weekends” when students have 
down time.

Nemitz’s presentation also highlighted WV-
SOM’s economic impact on West Virginia and the 
nation.

“We’re delivering more than $133 million to the 
state in direct contributions. When you add the con-
tributions of our alumni who practice in the state, 
the health care delivery hours that they’re gener-
ating and that our students are generating, we hit 
more than $1.5 billion. And nationwide, it’s $9 bil-
lion. The school has an incredible economic impact 
not only on the state, but throughout the country.”

State of the School address highlights WVSOM’s 
position as WV medical school leader 

WVSOM’s President James Nemitz gives the 
State of the School address earlier this month.



www.mountainmessenger.com                   The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley - March 18, 2023 - Mountain Messenger - 13

JIM GLASS
FENCING COMPANY

Board l PVC l Split Rail l High Tensil
Woven Wire l Chain Link l Privacy l Guardrail

Proud Supporter of FFA

1148 Monroe Draft Rd, Ronceverte, WV
�������	
�	�
���
����������	
���
����

Changing 
the world
one post
at a time....

WV# 033032

Providing careers in agriculture 
in the Greenbrier Valley.

Aviagen Turkeys is the world’s leading primary breeding company 
developing pedigree lines for the global turkey industry.

www.aviagenturkeys.com

“The spirit of innovation lives on”
Aviagen Turkeys, Inc., Lewisburg, West Virginia

Pritt Law Firm, PLLC
246 Main Street, Union, WV 24983

304-772-4700
www.prittlawfirm.com

We Support the
Agriculture Industry!

The population is growing and so is it’s demand for food to fuel those extra bodies. 
Harvard Business Review reports the global population has quadrupled over the last 
century. It’s predicted that, by 2050, the population will exceed nine billion people.

The world is not able to feed all of its inhabitants, according to Penn State. There are 
more than one billion people who are estimated to lack suffi cient food, and two billion 
who do not receive adequate nutrition. Researchers from the Institute on the Environ-
ment at the University of Minnesota concluded that, to feed the world by 2030, yields 
on maize, rice, wheat, and soybeans will have to rise by 60 to 110 percent. At the start 
of 2023, projections show them only increasing by 45 to 60 percent. There are a few 
reasons why food supply may not meet up with demand.

Climate change: Climate change is predicted to cause issues to crop yields, especially 
in portions of the world where the population is growing the fastest. For example, a 
recent NASA study published in the journal Nature predicts that high greenhouse gas 
emissions may cause corn output to decline as early as 2030, but wheat output would 
increase. Farmers may need to roll with the punches and shift operations to cope with 
the environmental changes.

Decreased commercial farming interest: Fewer people are working in farming. Land 
prices for expansion, new government mandates and regulations, and the impact of im-
migration and trade policies have made farming less attractive than it once was. Fewer 
commercial operations result in a diminished food commodity output.

Consumer waste: Food loss and waste (FLW) is a widespread issue, posing a chal-
lenge to food security. The World Bank estimates 30 percent of all food across the globe 
is wasted, amounting to 1.3 billion tons of food per year. The average global household 
wastes 74 kg of food each year, according to the United Nations Environment Program’s 
2021 Food Waste Index. Food waste is an issue that needs a solution as the world looks 
for ways to feed an expanding population in the decades to come. 

In order to improve output, farmers have to make some changes. These can include 
investment in tools and technologies that enable farmers to apply nutrients more pre-
cisely and at lower cost, advises the Environmental Defense Fund. Seeds that need less 
water and fewer nutrients, as well as new fertilizers that are less likely to be lost to air 
and water, are some additional ideas. Farmers also may want to employ green practices, 
such as hydroponics and drip irrigation, if they haven’t already, to improve effi ciency 
and cut costs. The public also may need to petition their lawmakers to make it easier for 
farm workers arriving on working visas to man the fi elds.

Food demand continues 
to rise, and it has become 
challenging for agricultur-
al operations to keep up.

How rising food demands affect farming

For All Your Large & Small Animal Needs
24 Hour Care

325 Pond Street
Union, WV 

304.772.4545
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304.645.1700

Like Us on

SENECA TRAIL
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Consumers familiar 
with the disparity in price 
between organic fruits and 
vegetables and conven-
tional alternatives may 
be curious if that differ-
ence in price pays off with 
healthier foods. Accord-
ing to a 2014 study pub-
lished in the British Jour-
nal of Nutrition, it does. 
Researchers behind the 
study concluded that the 
antioxidant compounds 
in organic fruits and veg-
etables deliver between 20 
and 40 percent higher an-
tioxidant activity. That’s a 
signifi cant benefi t, as the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School 

of Public Health notes that 
antioxidant-rich fruits, 
vegetables and legumes 
are associated with a low-
er risk of various diseases, 
including cardiovascular 
diseases and cancer, and 
deaths from all causes. In 
addition, the Mayo Clinic 
notes that organically 
grown produce has tradi-
tionally had lower levels 
of pesticide residue than 
conventionally grown al-
ternatives, though safety 
measures governing con-
ventional produce and res-
idue levels have changed 
in recent years and re-
duced that gap. 

Did you know? 
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Greenbrier 
Veterinary Hospital

275 Plane View Dr., Lewisburg, 
www.greenbriervet.com

304-645-1476
Monday - Wednesday 8 AM - 6:30 PM

Thursday - Friday 8 AM - 6:30 PM
Saturday 8 AM - Noon   Sunday 5 AM - 6:30 PM

WE SUPPORT THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY!

We Support The 
Agriculture Industry

We Support the
Agriculture Industry

Thank a Farmer!

Mountain Messenger
LEWISBURG, WV   l   304.647.5724
www.mountainmessenger.com

5

Giving Thanks 
To Our Agriculture Industry

Proud Supporter Of The Agriculture Industry
Pre-Plan, Obituaries & Resources

http://www.lob�������	

304-445-2700

205 S. Monroe St., Alderson, WV 24910

Dave’s Farm Supply

When quality counts!

219 North, Frankford, WV
304-497-3030

OFFICIAL GARMIN DEALER
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Monday – Friday 8:00AM-5:30PM, Saturday 8:00AM – 1:00PM

Proud Supporter 
Of The Agriculture 

Industry

er 
re 

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
252 Montvue Drive, Lewisburg, WV 24901
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James “Richie” Holliday II, CESP

Owner/Licensee in Charge

Farmers Grow Our Future

422 Edgar Ave., West, Ronceverte
304-647-5353

Farming has never been a vocation for indi-
viduals looking for easy work. Farmers typi-
cally work long hours, braving the elements re-
gardless of how unpleasant the weather may be.

All that hard work ensures individuals who 
live in rural, urban and suburban communi-
ties have constant, readily available access to 
healthy foods. Such devotion merits support, 
and thankfully there are many things consum-
ers can do to show their appreciation for local 
farmers.

· Buy fresh foods at your local farmers mar-
ket. Farmers markets are many foodies’ favorite 
places, but they aren’t exclusive to individu-
als with a passion for food. Everyone needs to 
eat, so why not eat foods grown locally, which 
are generally more fresh and appetizing than 
imported fruits and vegetables sold at chain 
grocery stores? Even individuals who don’t 
typically eat fresh fruit and vegetables can find 
something delectable at a local farmers market, 
where anything from homemade tomato sauces 
to locally raised fresh beef and pork might be 
on sale.

· Order directly from local farms. Some farm-
ers have embraced the e-commerce revolution 
and begun selling the foods they grow to con-
sumers via their own websites. Research local 
farms and determine if it’s possible to buy di-
rectly from them. Farms may offer delivery or 
pick-up, and consumers can enjoy fresh foods 
even more knowing that they helped farmers 
earn higher profits by buying directly from 
them.

· Check labels before buying in local grocery 
stores. Packaging labels will indicate where 
fruits and vegetables came from. When possible, 
choose items produced by local farmers. This 
may include fruits, vegetables, meat, pork, or 
even desserts like pies. Locally produced foods 
often taste more fresh than items sent from over-
seas or distant farms, and consumers will feel 
better knowing they helped to support local 
farmers.

· Spread the word. Get the word out after a 
satisfying experience with local farms and farm-
ers. Whether it’s buying food from farms or tak-
ing advantage of family days that let kids enjoy 
a day on the farm, sharing positive experienc-
es via social media or word-of-mouth can be a 
great way to inspire your neighbors to support 
local farmers as well.

Consumers can do much to support hardwork-
ing local farmers. In addition to feeling good 
about supporting their rural neighbors, consum-
ers also might feel good when they sit down 
and enjoy a meal featuring locally grown, fresh 
foods.

What consumers can do to support local farmers


