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Donations continue 
for Penny Pitch 

into the new year
“We make a living by what we get. We make a life 

by what we give.” — Winston Churchill.
Once again, we have a wonderful community to 

thank for supporting Penny Pitch. When a guest 
from Florida saw how people gave and supported 
this program, she made a donation to help noting 
that she couldn’t believe how this community pulls 
together to help each other. 

Thank you to everyone who donated, who de-
livered, who interviewed families, and who helped 
with logistics. Again, we owe a special thanks to 
the Mountain Messenger. They picked up the ball 
for Penny Pitch and helped make it happen. 

Happy New Year, everyone!
30.00  Billy & Pam Carter
300.00  Frankford Presbyterian Church
100.00  Pete & Polly Buskirk
100.00  Troy & Juddylee Holbrook in memory of
 Frances and Martha
3,000.00 In loving memory of Jeanne & Lawson 
 Hamilton, Jr., Helen & George Aide and 
 Nadine & Leo O’Neil
100.00  In honor of Carol Cales from S.T.A.I. R.
50.00  James & JoAnn Pearis
200.00  Jim & Nancy Nemitz
200.00  Susan Sharp Campbell
TOTAL $49,907.00

“Neighbors Helping Neighbors”

2023 News in Review
January
Lewisburg’s Shanghai 

Parade is held on the 1st; as 
of Jan. 1, 2023, Greenbrier 
Valley Medical Center of-
ficially becomes a part of 
Charleston Area Medical 
Center (CAMC); Jan. 16, 
the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day Celebration is held 
in downtown Lewisburg; 
Penny Pitch exceeds fi-
nancial goal; BOE recog-
nizes Brenda Elmore, who 
has served as the Davis 
Stuart liaison to Green-
brier County Schools for 
30 years, Elizabeth Reyn-
olds, a WVU Youth Nutri-
tion Educator through the 
WVU Extension Office, 
and the Greenbrier East 
men’s soccer team’s state 
title win; WSS tables lease 
agreement with 50 East 
following encroachment 
onto city property; County 

Commission elects Com-
missioner Tammy Shif-
flet-Tincher as President; 
Lewisburg City Coun-
cil declares Mike Kidd 
the 2022 Volunteer of 
the Year; at their regular 
meeting the Greenbrier 
County Airport Author-
ity discusses an incident 
which occurred at LWB 
earlier in the month. Ac-
cording to Airport Direc-
tor Brian Belcher, “an 
aircraft landed, got a flat 
tire, lost traction and slid 
into the grass. No one was 
hurt in the incident, and 
we immediately reported 
the incident to the FAA. 
We gave them a report, 
which is pretty standard 
operating procedure, tell-
ing them everything that 
happened as well as the 
weather at the time and 
such. We recently heard 

back from the FAA saying 
that they have everything 
they need from us at this 
point.”; the City of Lewis-
burg was named the win-
ner for Best Downtown 
and Best Town for Food-
ies in the Best of West Vir-
ginia contest, held by West 
Virginia Living; American 
Pickers announce plan to 
visit West Virginia;

February
Mark Trent and Dan 

Withrow joined forces 
to revive the Sportsman 
Tavern in Ronceverte; 
12 James Monroe High 
School (JMHS) Youth 
Leadership Alliance 
(YLA) students travel to 
Boston, MA, for the Har-
vard University Model 
United Nations (HMUN) 
Conference; Jenny Curry, 
director of Food Services 
for Greenbrier County 

Schools, promotes lo-
cal products for Farm to 
School Lunches; Ronce-
verte City Council wel-
come newest member, 
Mark Trent; the rail line 
between Cass and Durbin 
in Pocahontas County 
opens following almost 
four years of cooperative 
work between the West 
Virginia Division of High-
ways, Durbin and Green-
brier Valley Railroad; 
Ronald McMillion, 71, is 
indicted and subsequently 
arrested on one count of 
murder of Dee Ann Keene 
on or about the date of 
Feb. 28, 2014; Dr. Erin 
Drickey Justice, the West 
Virginia School Coun-
selor of the Year, travels 
to Washington, DC, as 
WV’s representative to the 
American School Coun-
selors Association Gala at 

Union Station; Alderson 
searches for alternative 
water source for new wa-
ter plant; Lajuana Agripi-
na Lopez, 46, of Rainelle, 
is arrested and charged 
with murder in the 1st de-
gree following a homicide 
investigation; the Green-
brier County Airport Au-
thority reluctantly accepts 
Director Brian Belcher’s 
resignation; 

March
WSS City Council 

confirms funding contin-
ues on Greenbrier Valley 
Family Activity Center; 
ticket sales begin for 15th 
Annual Chocolate Fes-
tival; Dr. Kim Arbogast 
McBride and Dr. W. Ste-
phen McBride, archaeolo-
gists, are named History 
Heroes by the Division 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration 
to be held January 15

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration in Lew-
isburg on Monday, Jan. 15, will begin at 11 a.m. and 
consist of a march from the Greenbrier County Court-
house to Lewisburg United Methodist for a communi-
ty lunch, followed at 12:30 p.m. by a program in the 
sanctuary. The keynote speaker for the program will be 
Mark Hickman who is a 1975 graduate of Greenbrier 
East High School and now a resident of White Sulphur 
Springs. He retired in 2019 from West Chester Universi-
ty near Philadelphia where he taught in the Department 
of Communication Studies and then in the University 
Honors College.

While on the faculty, Hickman developed the uni-
versity’s minor in Leadership Studies and revamped 
the University Honors College admissions process to 
increase minority enrollment tenfold. Trained in Com-
munication and Social Change, Hickman specialized in 
teaching in the areas of Public Discourse and Decision-
Making, Social Movement Rhetoric, Political Commu-
nication, and Leadership Development.

While at the University he served as President of the 
Honors Council, Director of Forensics (Speech and De-
bate), and he was a recipient of the West Chester Uni-
versity Legacy of Leadership Award. 

As part of his commitment to leadership through ser-
vice to promote positive change he spent several years 
leading groups of students to South Africa to conduct 
needs assessments and secure resources for children 
whose parents had died from AIDS.

Gathering at the courthouse for the march at 11 a.m. 
will be occurring at exactly the same time as the begin-

ning of MLK Holiday DC Peace Walk along MLK Av-
enue in our nation’s capital. It’s a day of unity across the 
nation for helping in the struggle for civil rights and the 
promotion of harmony among all people. 

Before the march starts, Lewisburg Mayor Beverly 
White will read her proclamation of the beginning of 

The Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration 
speaker before the march will be Mark Hickman. 

Area garden clubs named Volunteer of the Year
By Sarah Richardson
For the year 2023, the City of Lewisburg has named 

local gardening and beautification clubs as the Volun-
teers of the Year. The groups were acknowledged at the 
Shanghai Parade on Jan. 1, and carried the Volunteer 
of the Year signs for the event. Each year, Lewisburg 
chooses a volunteer or volunteers who “actively volun-
teer their time and effort in our community, especially in 
times of need” and who often receive little recognition 
for their service. 

A proclamation signed by Mayor Beverly White 
states: “The City of Lewisburg wishes to thank the 
Bluebell Garden Club, The Greenbrier Gardeners, the 
Lewisburg House and Garden Club, the Savannah Gar-
den Club, the Lewisburg Foundation, the Lewisburg in 
Bloom Committee, and the WVU Master Gardeners of 
the Greenbrier Valley for their service in horticulture, 
conservation, their many projects including annual 
hanging baskets, planters, landscaped areas, tree plant-
ings and civic improvement to the city and beyond.”

The proclamation also explains how in 2014, the Lew-
isburg in Bloom Committee was formed as a coalition 
to bring together the garden clubs, Lewisburg Founda-
tion, the Lewisburg Downtown Merchants Association, 
the WVU Master Gardeners of the Greenbrier Valley, 
and citizens to work together for the betterment of the 
city and for the participation in the national America in 
Bloom competition. 

It notes that all of the mentioned groups are non-profit 
volunteer organizations who seek knowledge in horticul-
ture, conservation, flower arranging, historic preserva-
tion, and sharing ideas and programs with the community

Marching in the Shanghai Parade (from left to right) are Linda Spencer, Lewisburg in Bloom and 
Garden Club member; Jan Dehaven, Bluebell member; Brenda Spencer, Lewisburg in Bloom and 
Bluebell member; Martha Hilton, Lewisburg in Bloom and Greenbrier Gardeners member; Judy 
Deegans, Lewisburg House and Garden Club member; Donna Toney, Lewisburg in Bloom member; 
and Shannon Beatty, Lewisburg in Bloom Coordinator and Lewisburg Foundation board member. 
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PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

TWINKLE
Twinkle is a four-year-
old female lab mix and 
weighs 57 pounds

These and other animals are available at the Greenbrier Humane So-
ciety, located at 151 Holiday Lane off of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. They 
are closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from 11 a.m. through 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adoption fee is $65 and covers spay/neuter surgery, first 
kitty vaccinations, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and 
flea treatment.

Their dog adoption fee is $85 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
first dog vaccinations, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, 
flea bath and flea treatment.

Call 304-645-4775 for more information.
They also offer donation-based spay/neuter vouchers, and clinics 

are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. They use a lot of vets 
in the area but the clinics fill up fast! Fill out an application to help 
prevent animal overpopulation! Call 304-645-4775 for more infor-
mation.

TUCKER
Tucker is a 10-year-old 
male domestic shorthair-

See “2023 News in Review”
 ___ Page 4

THANK YOU FOR READING
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of Arts, Culture and His-
tory; Lewisburg is named 
the Best Small Town Food 
Scene for 2023 by USA 
Today; River City an-
nounces the newest fes-
tival in the region - The 
Ronceverte Food Truck 
Festival - starting in May; 
Paul and Mary Lindquist 
are named the Grand Mar-
shals for the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade; River Fes-
tival Committee invites 
people of all ages to cre-
atively visualize a new 
logo and present a new 
slogan for use in the 2023 
Ronceverte River Festival 
pamphlet; the 2nd annual 
Red Nose River Float, a 
floating fundraiser, will 
return to the Greenbrier 
River this summer on Sat-
urday, June 17; the Ron-
ceverte Skate Shop opens 
on Edgar Avenue by the 
post office; the Green-
brier Valley Convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau un-
veils a new, updated logo 
for the Greenbrier Valley 
and a new version of the 
visitor’s guide; Greenbrier 
River Trail set to open 
in mid-summer ahead of 
previous estimate; Lauren 
Rodgers finishes in Top 5 
in Poetry Out Loud State 
Championship; Greenbri-
er Valley Brewing Com-
pany announces on their 
social media that they 
closed their taproom “in-
definitely” as they work 
to save the company; Gov. 
Jim Justice announces Jan 
Cahill resigned from his po-
sition as Superintendent of 
the West Virginia State Po-
lice; Justice also announces 
the appointment of Jack 
Chambers as Interim Super-
intendent; Edgerton Inn, 
the oldest in Ronceverte 
built by Thomas Edgar 
who founded Ronceverte 
is rebranded Hollerwood 
House; Kamron Lawson 
(Raleigh), Caden Glover 
(Monroe), and Andre Wil-
liams (Greenbrier) are 
selected to go to Holly-
wood for the next round 
of American Idol!; “The 
Old Seneca Health build-
ing” across from the New 
River Community and 
Technical College campus 
is the site of some very 
extensive and public de-
molition to make way for 
a parking lot with electric 
charging stations;

April
E.L. Robinson Engi-

neering Co. founder Ed 
Robinson is presented 
with the Distinguished 
West Virginian Award at a 
ceremony at the Embassy 
Suites in Charleston; the 
15th annual Lewisburg 
Chocolate Festival is held 
Saturday, Apr. 8; Smailes 
family opens Rainelle 
Deli & Marketplace in 
Rainelle; Greenbrier Val-
ley Chorale celebrates 
their 30th year; Monster 
Truck Challenge Live De-
struction Tour comes to 
the fairgrounds; Abby and 
Josiah Spangler, new di-
rectors of Wellspring, an-
nounce plans for creating 
a long-term care plan for 
their community includ-
ing access to food, mental 
health care, home con-
struction, providing a safe 
space, and referring cli-
ents to other local provid-
ers like The Marvel Cen-
ter, Valley Works, God’s 
Way Home, and Seneca 
Health. They plan to be-
gin offering free counsel-
ing and meetings (AA, 
NA, Al-Anon) in the near 
future; Greenbrier East 
High School is named one 
of 10 National Finalists 
in the 13th annual Sam-
sung Solve for Tomorrow 
competition, receiving 
a$50,000 prize package;

May
New signage is com-

pleted at Greenbrier Val-
ley Airport; the Greenbri-
er River Trail Foundation 

(GRTF) seeks the public’s 
help in raising funds for 
an extensive project: re-
decking all 37 bridges 
along our Greenbrier Riv-
er Trail; American Legion 
of Ronceverte (Greenbrier 
Post No. 26) honors of-
ficers Alex Williams and 
Robert Akree, II to show 
their appreciation for the 
work that they, Chief Jerry 
Hopkins, and the rest of the 
department do for the city; 
White Sulphur Springs 
City Council hear sports 
parents speak out against 
the city’s decision to bid 
out the concession stands 
at the softball and football 
fields; first Ronceverte 
Food Truck Festival is a 
smashing success; Amy 
Hubbard and Lisa Carter 
speak to the Greenbrier 
County Commission about 
plans for West Virginia 
Helping Hands, an adult 
education center, located in 
Ronceverte; work on por-
tion of Greenbrier River 
Trail completed and 2-mile 
section opened in time for 
Memorial Day Weekend; 
Travel Lemming ranks 
Lewisburg #12 on its sum-
mer list of 150 best things 
to do in the USA;

June
Lewisburg Police Chief 

Chris Teubert introduces 
Lewisburg’s newest police 
officer, Jonathan Cosby, 
who graduated from the 
West Virginia State Police 
Academy and was voted 
the Outstanding Officer of 
this class; the James F.B. 
Peyton Foundation and 
The Lewisburg Founda-
tion (LF) announce they 
are collaborating to devel-
op new landscaped park-
ing spaces on the west end 
of downtown Lewisburg; 
“Homes Among the Hills” 
2023 Home Tour spon-
sored by the Greenbrier 
Historical Society is held 
June 10, with the opening 
reception on Jun. 9; annual 
Ronceverte River Festival 
and Rubber Ducky Race 
is held June 10 and 11; the 
Dry Creek Music Festival 
returns to the downtown 
streets of White Sulphur 
Springs June 23 and 24; 
Mark Trent, Ashley Guet, 
Tanya Hazelwood and 
Leah Sills prevail in Ron-
ceverte election; Rainelle 
successfully secures 
$12.1 million of federal 
funding to complete re-
pairs and upgrades to its 
stormwater system and 
sidewalks; Mayor Bruce 
Bowling resigns as WSS 
Mayor; Andy Pendleton, 
Rainelle’s former long-
time mayor, is elected 
to serve another term; 
Bill Bell is elected as 
Rainelle’s town recorder, 
while Tiffany Crowe, 
Gary Harris, Amanda Sue 
Hunter, David Spencer, 
and Martha Levisy are 
elected to town council 
positions; in Lewisburg 
Mayor Beverly White, 
Sarah Elkins and John Lit-
tle are reelected and Levy 
is approved; in Alderson 
Mayor Travis Copenhaver 
is reelected and council 
members Betty Thomas, 
Larry Reinhold, Ruthie 
Allen, Doris Kasley, Ann 
Eskins and Charley Lob-
ban; in White Sulphur 
Springs voters selected 
Kathy Glover as Mayor, 
Mark Gillespie recorder 
and George “GP” Parker, 
Audrey Burns Vanburen, 
Ryan Lockhart, Thomas 
Taylor and Ted Hum-
phreys are voted in as 
council members; Carne-
gie Hall announces TOOT 
vendor applications are 
available; Greenbrier His-

torical Society announces 
Clifford Gillilan of Lewis-
burg is the recipient of the 
Rodney Collins Preserva-
tion Achievement Award, 
the Most Significant Save 
of an Endangered Property 
Award goes to The Friends 
of the Blue Committee for 
the Blue Sulphur Springs 
Pavilion Restoration Proj-
ect, Alderson, and Joshua 
Adamo, Adamo Build-
ing Arts, Lewisburg is 
recipient of the Bob Weir 
Craftsperson Award; the 
Dry Creek Music and Arts 
Festival celebrates the re-
birth and rejuvenation of 
White Sulphur Springs; 
the Monroe County Com-
mission votes unanimous-
ly to delay the removal 
of Sheriff Jeff Jones until 
the WV State Police have 
completed their investi-
gation into allegations of 
misconduct - while most 
of the allegations against 
Jones pertain to his man-
agement of the depart-
ment’s evidence room, 
particularly the storage 
and transfer of firearms, 
the most concerning accu-
sation involves a shooting 
incident which took place 
on Dec. 8 of last year; 

July
Ronceverte City Coun-

cil candidates Mark Trent, 
Tanya Hazelwood, Leah 
Smith, Ashley Guet, 
Scott Vogelsong, and Gail 
White are sworn in follow-
ing the June 13 municipal 
elections; Lewisburg in 
Bloom hosts a community 
cleanup day in downtown 
Lewisburg in preparation 
for the arrival of America 
in Bloom judges on July 
13; Greenbrier County 
Health Department report-
ed rabies cases in the area; 
third Food Truck Festival 
is held in Ronceverte; a 
building adjacent to the 
old True Value building is 
demolished to make way 
for a parking lot in down-
town Lewisburg; by a vote 
of six to four, the Alderson 
Fire Department reelects 
Frankie Jones to the posi-
tion of Fire Chief; Lew-
isburg City Council dis-
cusses the recurring issues 
with large trucks failing to 
make the right-hand turn 
from Washington Street 
onto Rt. 219 and striking 
Bella the Corner Gour-
met and the traffic backup 
seemingly caused by the 
timing of the traffic lights 
at Walmart. Both are be-
yond local control because 
it’s a state road with all 
decisions made by the De-
partment of Highways in 
Charleston; Hawk Knob 
Appalachian Hard Cider 
& Mead acquires Green-
brier Valley Brewing; the 
Greenbrier County Board 
of Education selects a pav-
ing company to undertake 
the complete paving of the 
parking lot at Greenbrier 
East High School; the new 
addition to the left side 
of the Greenbrier County 
Courthouse is now open 
to the public; 

August
The Lewisburg Literary 

Festival returns to Lew-
isburg Aug. 4 and 5; The 
98th annual State Fair of 
West Virginia opens Aug. 
10 and runs through Aug. 
19; more than 200 fire 
departments and EMS 
agencies throughout West 
Virginia join together to 
ask Gov. Jim Justice to 
include a bill intended to 
help stabilize local emer-
gency services on the call 
for the upcoming special 
session; the Renick Com-

Greenbrier County Sheriff’s 
Department welcomes back officer

Billy W. Mitchell, Jr. took his oath of office for the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s 
Department on Wednesday, Jan. 3. The oath was administered by Circuit Court Judge 
Jennifer Dent.

Deputy Mitchell served with the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Office for approxi-
mately seven years before accepting a position with the U.S. Park Service. 

Chief Deputy Bart Baker stated “We are pleased to welcome Billy back to our ranks. 
He will be a great addition to the department and will serve the citizens of Greenbrier 
County well.”

Billy W. Mitchell, Jr. is sworn in by Circuit Court Judge Jennifer Dent. 

Opportunity to apply for Special 
Use Permit to operate boat 
rental at Lake Sherwood

Monongahela National Forest is soliciting applications from people interested in 
operating and maintaining the government-owned boat rental facilities at Lake Sher-
wood Recreation Area, under a concession special use permit.  

Go to https://sam.gov/opp/198f15e4d3ce4e6cbfeb938929671e9c/view for more in-
formation and how to apply. All applications must be submitted to Forest Supervisor, 
Attention: Lands Program Manager, 200 Sycamore Street Elkins, WV 26241. Appli-
cations must be received by close of business (4:30 p.m.) on Feb. 2.  

Lake Sherwood Recreation Area is located adjacent to Lake Sherwood, a 165-acre 
man-made lake. The area is ten miles northeast of Neola, WV in the Marlinton-White 
Sulphur Ranger District. Lake Sherwood is accessible via paved WV Highway 14 and 
is 30 miles from I-64. The boat rental is near the public boat ramp in the beach/day 
use area. 

The Lake Sherwood boat rental permit area includes a boat rental registration and 
storage building (with electrical service), parking area, concrete boat ramp, floating 
courtesy dock, shade shelter and bench, a double trash can and approximately 0.25 
acres of grounds to maintain. A campsite with electric service and water is provided to 
the permit holder at no cost. At a minimum, the permit holder is expected to fully op-
erate the boat rental area from the Friday prior to Memorial Day through Labor Day.  

An on-site visit of the boat rental concession will be conducted at the Lake Sher-
wood Recreation Area at 1 p.m., Jan. 18. Meet at the Lake Sherwood entrance station. 

Applicants should contact Michael Hancock at michael.hancock2@usda.gov or 
304-635-4438 or Matthew Edwards at matthew.j.edwards@usda.gov or 304-799-
4334, extension 7995524 regarding any questions related to this opportunity. 
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Briefly Public Meetings
Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The public is 
invited to attend.

Greenbrier County Farmland 
Protection Board
will meet on the fourth Thursday of each month at the 
WVU Extension - Greenbrier Co. Office, 1046 Maple-
wood Avenue, Fairlea WV 24901. The public is invited to 
attend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Renick Town Council
will meet Monday, Jan. 8, at 7 p.m. at Renick Town Hall. 
Agenda items are as follows:
• Community Comments
• Approval of Minutes and Financial Reports
• Old Business
• New Business
• Committee Reports
 - Building Committee
 - Maintenance Committee
 - Park
 - Streets
 - Finance
• Other Business

Greenbrier Co. Board of Education
will meet Tuesday, Jan. 9 at 6 p.m. in the Kyle & Ann Fort 
Arts & Sciences Building, 653 Church St., Lewisburg.

Manasa S. Dittakavi, Ann Arbor, MI, speeding, GP, 
fine $30
Duane Lee Winchester, White Sulphur Springs, 
negligent shooting, wounding or killing of livestock 
while hunting, NCP, fine $400
Michael J. Meadows, Lewisburg, failure to stop at 
stop sign, NCP, fine $10
Randy Harlan Gwinn, Rupert, DUI - impaired state, 
NCP, fine $100, jail 5 days - suspended and placed 
on 9 months unsupervised probation
Nicole R. Bailey, Rupert, failure to stop at stop sign, 
NCP, fine $10
Dwight L. Winals, Lorain, OH, making, issuing 
worthless checks, NCP, fine $20, restitution $111.20
Michael Shawn Gray, Rainelle, 1) failure to register  
dog or kennel and forgery or alteration of certificate, 
NCP, fine $25; 2) failure to revaccinate against ra-
bies, keep or report record, obstruct, fine $10
Dwight L. Winals, Huntington, possession of con-
trolled substance, NCP, fine $100

Greenbrier County 
Magistrate Court Convictions

Democratic Executive Committee
will hold their next meeting next Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Better Homes and Gardens Real Es-
tate office. Anyone interested in supporting the Demo-
cratic Party in Greenbrier County is welcome to attend.

American Heritage Music Hall, Inc.
located at 496 Island Park, Ronceverte, is open to the 
public, all welcome, handicap accessible. Listeners and 
tourists welcome. Admission $7 Tuesday nights, $10 
Saturday - Audience provides food. Doors open at 7 
p.m. Jam & Dance every Tuesday 7 to 10 p.m. New 
Year’s Party Dec. 31. will feature the Thomas Tay-
lor Band, 7 to Midnight. No dance Tuesday, Jan. 2. 
Dance Saturday, Jan. 27 will feature the Flash Back 
Band 7 to 10:30. The Music Hall is available for wed-
dings and parties. For more information call the Mu-
sic Hall at 304-645-4667; Bill Evans at 304-392-6079; 
Grace Poe at 304-992-5852. 

Walk With a Doc in January 
Ring in the New Year by taking steps toward better 
health and wellness! Walk With A Doc (WWAD) is a 
low-intensity activity set at your personal pace and re-
spectful of your abilities; we welcome all new WWAD-
ers. Come as often as you want and get to know our 
students and HealthYeah!, a community-centered orga-
nization aimed at raising health awareness and healthy 
habits. WWAD meets weekly on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. 
at the Hollowell Park track on GMS Drive. Once a 
month, we will have a health topic talk given by a local 
healthcare provider or one of our HealthYeah! student 
leaders. Our January walks will be Jan. 8, 22, and 29. 
We look forward to seeing you then! (In the event of 
heavy snow or ice, walks will be cancelled. Please ex-
ercise caution during the winter months!)

Madison Abigail Hedrick and Jefferson Edward Fraley
Marriages
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Seneca Trustees Inc to My Ruby Slippers LLC: lots 
220, 221 and 222 of Lilly Park Addition, Meadow Bluff 
District, Map 60L Parcel 0099 0000 0000. Filed Dec. 
27, 2023.
Richard L. Howard estate and family trust (by ex-
ecutor and trustee) to Edward E. Howard: corrective 
deed, lot 455, White Sulphur District, Map 22N Parcel 
0001. Filed Dec. 28, 2023.
Cynthia A. Wickline trust (by trustee) to Cynthia A. 
Wickline: 0.55 acres, Irish Corner District, Map 10C 
Parcel 3.1, 3.2, 4. Filed Dec. 28, 2023.
James P. Argabrite and Cynthia D. Argabrite to James 
P. Argabrite revocable trust: 149 acres, Meadow Bluff 
District, Map 79 Parcel 23. Filed Dec. 28, 2023.
Rickie Church and Rejetta Church to Lorena L. Muss-
er: 0.237 acres more or less, White Sulphur District, 
Map 22D Parcel 87. Filed Dec. 28, 2023.
Doris Glover to David B. Kelly, Neil A. Glover, and 
Gary C. Glover: lot nos. 23 & 25, Hamilton House, 10 
acre tract Addition, White Sulphur District, Map 22D 
Parcel 56. Filed Dec. 28, 2023.
Two Men and a Mutt LLC to Jane A. Randolph and 
Peyton O. Randolph: lot 5, Ronceverte District, Map 
10 Parcel 113. Filed Dec. 28, 2023.
Lorena L. Musser to Erick L. Jack and Kimberly D. 
Jack: 0.237 acres more or less, White Sulphur Dis-
trict, Map 22D Parcel 87. Filed Dec. 28, 2023.
Aretha B. Dowdy to Sabrina A. Dowdy and Paton 
Smith: 7.04 acres, White Sulphur District, Map 6 Par-
cel 38 6001. Filed Dec. 28, 2023.
Edward M. Payne III to Edward M. Payne III revocable 
trust (by trustee Edward M. Payne): 0.407 acres or lot 
44, White Sulphur District, Map 26L Parcel 0031. Filed 
Dec. 28, 2023.
Kathy L. King to Christopher Rodriguez-Stanley and 
Jorge Rodriguez-Stanley: 3,152 square feet, Ronce-
verte District, Map 9 & 9 Parcel 611.6002. Filed Jan. 
2, 2024.
Frederick H. Butler, Deborah G. Butler, Steve E. But-
ler, Drema A. Butler, Rita Butler Pippin, Leonard T. 
Pippin, Norma B. Brackenrich, Jerry Brackenrich, Jo-
seph D. Butler, Jean S. Butler, David R. Butler, and 
Rondie Butler to William L. Butler and Andrew L. But-
ler: 1.9 acres, Meadow Bluff District, Map 76 Parcel 
68. Filed Jan. 3, 2024.

For the Record
Deeds

MLK Day Celebration
         Continued from Front Page

Martin Luther King, Jr. Week, and Pastor Kathie Hol-
land of the New Vision Baptist Church will provide 
the invocation. During the march up Washington Street 
Chris Winston will lead the singing of “Ain’t Gonna Let 
Nobody Turn Me Around,” one of the great freedom 
songs of the civil rights movement. As the people pass 
City Hall, the lyrics ringing out will be “I’m gonna keep 
on a-walking, keep on a-talking. Marching up to free-
dom land.”

The free community lunch in the fellowship hall at 
the church will allow people to keep on a-talking before 
the program which will begin with the singing of “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing” and the welcome to the church 
by Rev Bev Columbo.  More music will be provided by 
soloist Nevaeh Traynham whose singing was a highlight 
of the WV State NAACP Convention in Lewisburg in 
August of this year. 

Even more music will come from the many voices of 
the Resurrection Praise Community Choir with singers 
from Greenbrier and other nearby counties. They were 
so well received last year that their return is a must. 
High Rocks will deliver a performance of their own re-
cent creation.  They will also be helping with other du-
ties before and during the event.

Kayla Reed will present the winners of the Middle 
School MLK Essay Contest who will read their essays 
based on Dr. King’s words: “There comes a time when 
one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, 
nor popular but he must take it because conscience tells 
him it is right.”  

The Elementary School MLK Art Contest winners 
will also be announced, and their art will be on display 
at the church. Their art will have been inspired by Dr. 
King’s words: “I have decided to stick with love… Hate 
is too great a burden to bear.” Mark Hickman’s speech 
will then be featured as the highlight of the event.  

Donations to support the event will be collected while 
the lunch and program are in progress or by mail to 
MLK Day Committee c/o CYAC, 112 Courtney Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901.

Attorney General Morrisey announces $700M 
settlement with Google over Play Store misconduct

West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey 
and a bipartisan group of 52 attorneys general have an-
nounced a $700 million agreement with Google in their 
lawsuit about Google’s anti-competitive conduct with 
the Google Play Store.

“We believe in a free market - vigorous competition 
protects consumers and helps the economy thrive,” At-
torney General Morrisey said. “The action our coalition 
alleged in the lawsuit - anti-competitive and unfair busi-
ness practices - harmed consumers by causing them to 
pay higher prices for purchases made while using an 
app.”

“A healthy free-market economy thrives on competi-
tion not in a monopoly and no company is too big to 
play by the rules.”

Google will pay $630 million in restitution, minus 
costs and fees, to consumers who made purchases on the 
Google Play Store between August 2016 and September 
2023 and were harmed by Google’s anti-competitive 
practices. Google will pay the states an additional $70 
million for their sovereign claims.

People eligible for restitution do not have to submit 
a claim - they will receive automatic payments through 
PayPal or Venmo, or they can elect to receive a check 
or ACH transfer. More details about that process will 
be forthcoming. The agreement also requires Google to 
make their business practices more pro-competitive in a 
number of important ways.

The attorneys general sued Google in 2021 alleging 
that Google unlawfully monopolized the markets for 
Android app distribution and in-app payment process-
ing. Specifically, the States claimed that Google signed 
anti-competitive contracts to prevent other app stores 
from being preloaded on Android devices, bought off 
key app developers who might have launched rival app 
stores, and created technological barriers to deter con-
sumers from directly downloading apps to their devices. 
The states announced a settlement in principle on Sept. 
5, 2023, and recently released the finalized terms of that 
deal.

The settlement requires Google to reform its business 
practices in the following ways:

• Give all developers the ability to allow users to pay 

through in-app billing systems other than Google Play 
Billing for at least five years.

• Allow developers to offer cheaper prices for their 
apps and in-app products for consumers who use al-
ternative, non-Google billing systems for at least five 
years.

• Permit developers to steer consumers toward al-
ternative, non-Google billing systems by advertising 
cheaper prices within their apps themselves for at least 
five years.

• Not enter contracts that require the Play Store to be 
the exclusive, pre-loaded app store on a device or home 
screen for at least five years.

• Allow the installation of third-party apps on Android 
phones from outside the Google Play Store for at least 
seven years.

• Revise and reduce the warnings that appear on an 
Android device if a user attempts to download a third-
party app from outside the Google Play Store for at least 
5 years.

• Maintain Android system support for third-party app 
stores, including allowing automatic updates, for four 
years.

• Not require developers to launch their app catalogs 
on the Play Store at the same time as they launch on 
other app stores for at least four years.

• Submit compliance reports to an independent moni-
tor who will ensure that Google is not continuing its an-
ticompetitive conduct for at least 5 years.

For much of this case, the attorneys general litigated 
alongside Epic Games and Match, two major app de-
velopers. Match announced a separate settlement earlier 
this year, while Epic Games took its case to trial. A jury 
unanimously found that Google’s anti-competitive con-
duct violated the federal antitrust laws early last week.

This lawsuit was led by the attorneys general from 
North Carolina, Utah, Tennessee, New York, and Cali-
fornia and joined by the attorneys general of all remain-
ing states, the District of Columbia and the territories of 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

Read a copy of the settlement: https://bit.ly/48pZ6TU.

Cat tests positive for rabies 
in White Sulphur Springs 
The Greenbrier County Health Department announced 

on Jan. 3 that they had received a positive rabies result 
from a feral cat in the downtown White Sulphur Springs 
area. The Health Department asks, “Please be vigilant 
and do not pet, feed, or house stray animals. Please 
make sure all of your pets are vaccinated for rabies.”

Frankford Veterinary Hospital posted more details 
that same day, stating, “On Dec. 30, 2023 a stray cat 
from Barton Road between Dry Creek and Cato Road 
area of White Sulphur Springs was brought to our clinic 
as a potential hit by car. The cat was exhibiting odd be-
havior of chirping followed by hissing/growling. Upon 
exam it was found to have no injuries except a small 
wound on its lower back leg. Given the abnormal behav-
ior and human contact it was decided to quarantine the 
animal for the weekend. The cat progressively got worse 
and was ultimately euthanized and was sent for rabies 
testing. On Jan. 3, 2024 we got confirmation that the cat 
was positive for rabies.”

The public is strongly encouraged to vaccinate pets 
for rabies and to report animals exhibiting abnormal be-
havior, including aggression, stupor, vocalizing exces-
sively, staggering, drooling, inability to eat/drink, pro-
gressive paralysis, and difficulty breathing. 
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Paul Allen Bland, Jr.

Ronceverte-Paul Allen 
Bland Jr, 45, passed away 
Sunday, Dec. 31, 2023 at 
home. Paul was born July 
6, 1978, in Ronceverte to 
Paul Allen Bland, Sr. and 
Tammy Lynn Steele Pe-
terson.

While in Nevada, Paul 
was an Explorer with the 
Washoe County Sheriff’s 
Department and was or-
dained by the Universal 
Life Church to perform 

Janet Reed Dyche

Shawnee, KS-Janet 
Reed Dyche, 83, former-
ly of Lewisburg, passed 
away on Wednesday, Dec. 
27, 2023.

The family invites fam-
ily and friends to a visita-
tion at 1:30 p.m., Satur-
day, Jan. 13, at Wallace 
& Wallace Funeral Home, 
884 Jefferson Street, Lew-
isburg followed by a Me-
morial Service at 3 p.m. A 
private interment of ashes 
will follow in Rosewood 
Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, please consider do-
nating to the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation in Janet’s 
memory.

Janet was born Jan. 12, 
1940, in Ronceverte to 
Dudley L. and Cynthia 
Pearl Heaster Reed. She 
attended Ronceverte High 
School and graduated 
from Concord College 
(University) with a two-
year secretarial degree. 
She worked for First Na-
tional Bank in Ronceverte 
for over 30 years and re-
tired as a VP/Branch Man-
ager in 1997. She was a 
member of Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Ron-
ceverte. She was an avid 
bowler, golfer, and card 
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James “ Richie” Holliday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee In Charge

player and enjoyed word 
games of all kinds. She 
was a loving wife, mother, 
and grandmother - a loyal 
friend, and a devoted, self-
less caregiver to all who 
needed her.

She moved with her 
husband to Shawnee, 
Kansas, in 2021 and re-
sided at Shawnee Hills 
Retirement Community 
for two years before mov-
ing to Brookdale-College 
Square Memory Care fa-
cility in April 2023.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
brother, Dale Reed; and 
brother-in-law, James Co-
hernour.

She is survived by 
her loving husband of 
61 years, John (Jay) W. 
Dyche; daughter and son-
in-law, Michelle and Brett 
Horton; sister, Joanne Co-
hernour; sister-in-law, Pat-
sy Reed, grandchildren Jay 
Horton and husband Jer-
emy Burns, granddaughter 
Faith Horton, nieces Cyn-
di Cohernour Pond, Beth 
Tanner and husband Tom, 
and nephew Steve Reed 
and wife Debbie.

Services will be live 
streamed on Wallace & 
Wallace’s face book page.

marriages.
Preceding Paul in death 

are uncles, Daniel Daw-
son and Timothy Bland.

Surviving are his father, 
Paul Allen Bland, Sr. of 
Ronceverte; mother, Tam-
my Lynn Steele of Lew-
isburg; siblings, Matthew 
Burrier and Amanda Rob-
inson; aunts and uncles, 
Patricia Yago of Rupert, 
Mike Dawson of Ronce-
verte, Judy Huffman of 
Lewisburg, Fred Bland of 
Ronceverte, Vicky Klaus-
man and husband John of 
Morganton, Darlene Mul-
lins of Fairlea, Dreama 
Johnson and husband 
Nick of Smoot, Sherri An-
derson of Crawley and Te-
resa Hedrick and husband 
Buddy of Rupert.

Funeral service was 
held on Wednesday, Jan. 
3, at the Wallace & Wal-
lace Funeral Home in 
Lewisburg where Pastor 
Sam McClung officiated.

Friends called prior to 
the service at the funeral 
home. 

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com.

munity Center announces 
a new walking trail has 
been completed and is 
now open to the public; 
the WV Press Association 
releases the results of their 
2023 Newspaper Editorial 
and Advertising Contest. 
Mountain Messenger Head 
Editor Sarah Richardson is 
awarded first place in the 
Best News Feature cat-
egory for her piece “Local 
Dancer Pursues her dreams 
in California,” published 
Apr. 9, 2022. Richardson 
also wins second place in 
two categories: Best Busi-
ness, Economic, or Labor 
Reporting and Best Gov-
ernmental Affairs Report-
ing for her pieces “Stardust 
Café Changes Hands” and 
“Lewisburg City Council 
Votes 4-2 to Remove Ban-
ners From Lampposts.” 
Mountain Messenger staff 
also places first in the Best 
Special Section category 
for the 2022 State Fair 
of West Virginia Guide, 
and sweeps the category 
Best Front Page with a 
first, second, and third 
place win for front pages 
throughout 2022; Monica 
Maxwell announces that 
one of downtown Lewis-
burg’s staple stores, Har-
mony Ridge Gallery, will 
be closing; at the 2023 WV 
Press Association Con-
vention it is announced 
that two Mountain Media 
newspapers, the Mountain 
Messenger and the Shinn-
ston News & Harrison 
County Journal, tied for 
Third Place in the Divi-
sion IV General Excel-
lence category; Bella the 
Corner Gourmet is struck 
for the ninth time this year 
causing the WVDOH to 
release a notice stating 
that they will “temporarily 
restrict right-hand turns 
on a tight intersection in 
downtown Lewisburg 
while the WVDOH, in 
conjunction with the city 
of Lewisburg, conducts 
studies to come up with a 
long-term solution to truck 
traffic in the historic town; 
HB 125 allows taxpayers 
to pay their entire vehicle 

property tax this year and 
receive full credit on their 
2024 income tax return; 
the City of Ronceverte 
announces the upcoming 
installation of playground 
equipment designed spe-
cifically for children with 
impairments and/or dis-
abilities so that every 
child can have a space to 
play - installation to begin 
Aug. 28 across from the 
Splash Pad at Island Park; 
Donald Havens is selected 
as the new Director for 
the Greenbrier County 
Homeland Security/Emer-
gency Management/911 
Center; Brandon Watkins 
opens his own golf shop, 
“For the Love of Golf,” 
in downtown White Sul-
phur Springs; the Gover-
nor appoints Del. Mike 
Honaker, R-Greenbrier to 
serve as the new Inspector 
General for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity. Honaker announces 
his resignation from the 
West Virginia House of 
Delegates; U.S. Marshals, 
along with West Virginia 
State Police, Lewisburg 
Police Department and 
Greenbrier County Sher-
iff’s Office arrest a man 
who escaped from an Ar-
kansas prison facility in 
2022 at the Quality Inn in 
Lewisburg; 

Gov. Justice announces 
that GEHS is the newest 
school in the state to get 
a therapy dog through the 
Friends with Paws Pro-
gram - Ruby, a 10-month-
old Golden Retriever, is 
the 13th therapy dog to be 
placed in schools through 
the program around the 
state; 

September
WVDOH District 9 in-

stalls signs in downtown 
Lewisburg along US 60 
Westbound indicating “No 
Right Turn For Trucks 
Longer Than 50 Feet”; 
the Runway Rehabilita-
tion Project gets under-
way at GVA; The eighth 
annual Parade of Lights 
is held Monday, Sept. 11, 
the 22nd anniversary of 
the September 11, 2001, 

terrorist attacks; Heal-
ing Appalachia returns 
to Fairgrounds; Gov. Jim 
Justice announces he has 
appointed Jeff Campbell, 
of Lewisburg, to the West 
Virginia House of Del-
egates 46th District which 
covers part of Greenbrier 
and Pocahontas counties; 
the Greenbrier County 
Commission signs a 
“proclamation for [a] 
Constitution Week decla-
ration,” prepared by the 
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR); 
Mayor Beverly White 
is recognized by Travis 
Blosser, executive direc-
tor of the West Virginia 
Municipal League and is 
awarded the Lydia Main 
Breaking Boundaries 
Award, which recognizes 
the dedication, hard work, 
and accomplishments of 
women in government, 
and is also inducted as 
an honoree at the Gov-
ernor’s Civil Rights Day 
for advancing civil rights 
in the state through advo-
cacy; a bat tests positive 
for rabies in the Friars Hill 
Road area of Renick in 
Greenbrier County; after 
a months-long investiga-
tion into the alleged cover 
up of a deputy’s inappro-
priate relationship with a 
17-year-old high school 
student, Monroe County 
Sheriff Jeff Jones is arrest-
ed by the WV State Police; 
Greenbrier County Com-
mission President Tammy 
Tincher before Congress 
during a meeting of the 
House Subcommittee on 
Environment, Manufactur-
ing, and Critical Material; 
City Manager Misty Hill 
updates councilmembers 
that a new app has been 
released called My Lewis-
burg - the app is designed 
for citizen engagement 
with ways to view city or-
dinances, meeting agendas 
and minutes, city news, 
service interruption an-
nouncements, updates, and 
links to the city website;

October
Lewisburg in Bloom 

Coordinator Shannon Be-

atty accepts Outstanding 
Achievement Award for 
Lewisburg’s Floral Impact 
at the America in Bloom 
Symposium in Spartan-
burg, SC; the 37th edition 
of TOOT is held Satur-
day, Oct. 14 in downtown 
Lewisburg; Greenbrier 
BOE members congratu-
late GEHS Agriculture 
Education Instructor Em-
ily Dunkle, recipient of 
the National Association 
for Agricultural Educators 
(NAAE) Teachers Turn 
the Key Award; Green-
brier County Commission, 
approves shift-differential 
pay for 911 Center em-
ployees who work between 
the hours of 7 p.m. and 7 
a.m.; Alderson Artisan’s 
Gallery opens in the old 
National Bank building at 
100 Railroad Avenue, on 
the Monroe County side 
of Alderson; Penny Pitch 
gears up to be of service 
to the community again 
this year; Gov. Jim Justice 
leads a groundbreaking 
event for much-anticipat-
ed new veterans nursing 
facility in Beckley;

November
WV experiences best 

fall foliage in a decade; 
the Monroe County His-
torical Society expects to 
complete restoration work 
on two of its historic struc-
tures; the Lewisburg Li-
ons Club announces they 
will once again not hold 
their annual Christmas 
tree fundraising sale due 
to the lack of a wholesaler 
that meets their standards; 
work continues on the 
Lafayette Street sidewalk 
repair; new playground 
with accessible features 
opens in Ronceverte; 
U.S. Marshals apprehend 
Travis Devonte Fernatt, 
25, of Crichton who is 
wanted out of Greenbrier 
County for two counts of 
attempted murder of a po-
lice officer, presentation 
of a firearm during the 
commission of a felony, 
and a circuit court capias; 
The Magic of Christmas 
in Lewisburg begins on 
Saturday, Nov. 18; Nov. 

25 is Small Business Sat-
urday; the New River 
Gorge National Park and 
Preserve releases update 
on the Steep Valley Fire; 
Communities In Schools 
of Greenbrier County 
(CISGC) hosts fifth An-
gel Tree Event; Green-
brier Valley Chorale pre-
pares to conclude its 30th 
anniversary season with 
the annual Holiday Con-
cert; the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Historical Society 
announces production 
is complete on a limited 
piece of American-made 
glassware commemorat-
ing the C&O Railway’s 
deep history in White 
Sulphur Springs. Created 
in partnership with the 
Blenko Glass Company 
of Milton, WV, the custom 
design features an archi-
tectural diagram of the 
C&O Railway’s famous 
brick depot in White Sul-
phur Springs etched on the 
iconic “384 water bottle.”

December
The Ronceverte Develop-
ment Corporation hosts 
their annual Holiday Open 
House in Downtown Ron-
ceverte on Friday, Dec. 
15; Gov. Justice presents 
the Greenbrier Valley 
Airport with a $5 million 
check to be used towards 
a terminal rehabilitation 
and runway renovation; 
the Greenbrier County 
Commission affirms the 
retirement of Robert 
Ford from the Greenbrier 
County Planning and Per-
mit Office. Ford began his 
employment with Green-
brier County in June of 
2012; Christmas at the 
Fair drive-thru light show 
experience returns to the 
State Fair of West Virginia 
for the 2023 holiday sea-
son; John Williams of Re-
nick earns a Merit Award 
of $500 for his piece Live 
Edge Cherry Table with 
Sculpted Stand (cherry 
wood sculpture) at the WV 
Juried Exhibition at the 
Culture Center in Charles-
ton; the long-anticipated 
pedestrian walking bridge 
is installed across How-
ard’s Creek in White Sul-
phur Springs just adjacent 
to the former site of Big 
Draft Brewing and behind 
the Veteran’s Memorial 
downtown; James Moran, 
White Sulphur Springs, 
winner in the WV Divi-

sion of Natural Resources’ 
second annual Monster 
Trout Contest; the Green-
brier Valley Aquatic Cen-
ter hosts a holiday Open 
House; Robert F. Reinhold 
III and Kimberly A. Sears  
arrested and charged with 
child abuse resulting in 
death of 3-year-old Colton 
Lee Sears; 2023 Best of 
West Virginia winners in-
clude: Best Bed & Break-
fast/Inn - Winner: General 
Lewis Inn, Lewisburg; 
Best Boutique Hotel - 
Second Runner Up: The 
Schoolhouse Hotel, White 
Sulphur Springs; Best 
Campground - Second 
Runner Up: Greenbrier 
River Campground, Cab-
ins, and River Trips, Al-
derson; Best Casino - First 
Runner Up: The Greenbri-
er Casino, White Sulphur 
Springs; Best Golf Course 
- Winner: The Greenbrier, 
White Sulphur Springs; 
Best Mountain Biking 
Trail - Winner: Snow-
shoe Mountain Resort, 
Snowshoe; First Runner 
Up: Greenbrier State For-
est, Caldwell; Best Resort 
- First Runner Up: The 
Greenbrier, White Sulphur 
Springs; Best Spa - PO-
MONA Salt Cave and Spa, 
White Sulphur Springs; 
Best Fair/Festival/Event - 
Winner: State Fair of West 
Virginia, Fairlea; Best Ci-
dery - Hawk Knob Hard 
Cider and Mead, Lewis-
burg; Best Coffee House 
- Manic Espresso, Lewis-
burg; Best Brunch - First 
Runner Up: The Humble 
Tomato, Lewisburg; Best 
Butcher Shop - First Run-
ner Up: Mountain Steer 
Meat Company, White 
Sulphur Springs; Best 
Donut Shop - First Run-
ner Up: Ben Ellen Donuts, 
State Fair of WV, Fairlea; 
Best Drive-In Restaurant 
- Winner: Jim’s Drive In, 
Lewisburg; Best Hot Dog 
- First Runner Up: Jim’s 
Drive In, Lewisburg; Best 
Italian Restaurant - First 
Runner Up: The Humble 
Tomato, Lewisburg; Best 
Local Floral Shop - Win-
ner: Gillespie’s Flowers 
and Productions, White 
Sulphur Springs; Best 
Outdoor Gear/Shop - Win-
ner: Serenity Now Outfit-
ters, Lewisburg; Best Real 
Estate Agency - Winner: Arrangements: Porter 

Funeral Home, Lenexa, 
KS, and Wallace & Wal-
lace Funeral Home, Lew-
isburg, WV.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com.

See “2023 News in Review”
 ___ Page 5



4 – Mountain Messenger – January 6, 2024 – The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley           www.mountainmessenger.com  5 – Mountain Messenger – January 6, 2024 – The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley           www.mountainmessenger.com  www.mountainmessenger.com                The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley - January 6, 2024 - Mountain Messenger - 5

Jan. 10, 1928: Gov. Howard Gore 
appointed Minnie Buckingham 
Harper of McDowell County to fill 
the unexpired term of her husband, 
E. Howard Harper. She was the first 
Black woman to serve in a state leg-
islative body in the United States.

Jan. 10, 1940: The Pond Creek 
No. 1 mine at Bartley in McDow-
ell County exploded. The blast killed 91 miners, with 
another 47 escaping. Rescue teams worked five days to 
retrieve the bodies but found no additional miners alive.

Jan. 11, 1865: Con-
federate forces un-
der General Thomas 
Rosser burned the cov-
ered bridge at Beverly. 
Bridge builder Lemuel 
Chenoweth rebuilt the 
damaged span in 1872-
73.

Jan. 11, 1893: U.S. Senator Harley Martin Kilgore 
was born in rural Harrison County. Kilgore served as 
a senator from West Virginia from 1940 until his death 
in 1952.

Jan. 12, 1869: Newspaperman 
Herschel Coombs Ogden was 
born near Fairmont. In 1888, 
he relocated to Wheeling and 
entered the newspaper business. 

Jan. 13, 1905: Joseph H. Diss 
Debar died in Philadelphia. A supporter of the move-
ment to create West Virginia, Diss Debar was commis-
sioned in 1863 to design the Great Seal of West Virginia.

Shanghai Parade Continued from Front Page 
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The 2024 edition of the Shanghai Parade was held 
Monday, Jan. 1 in downtown Lewisburg before a crowd 
of 1600. Fifty-four entries made up the parade. The 
Judges were Rev Bev Columbo, pastor Lewisburg Unit-
ed Methodist Church; Mollie Messimer, Patina; Patti 
Ford, Realtor; Rich Ford, attorney. Scorekeepers were 
Michelle Hanna and Shane Hanna. Mike Kidd was the 
M/C. In addition to the Volunteers of the Year, other pa-
rade winners included;

AC (Antique Car) - 1st #483 Mike O’Brien, 1967 
Diamond T (Ripco); 2nd #471 Jerry Vance, 1948 Plym-
outh Coup; 3rd #478 Mike Howard, 1967 Camero

E (Equestrian) - 1st #493 Laura Plumley; 2nd #494 
Cathy & Mark Romage; 3rd #498 Abby Jones

A (Animal/Animal Drawn) - (all animals other than 
horses) 1st #491 Dolly Knight and “Hooko” the chick-
en; 2nd #67 Hank Woodfin and chicken

DF (Best Dressed Farm Equipment) - 1st #486 Car-
roll Crane, 1948 Ford Almost Heaven; 2nd #469 Martin 
& Russell Tree Company

F (Float) - 1st #472 The Beards Family Traditions; 
2nd #476 Democrats; 3rd #484 Ford for Family Court

M (Music) - 1st #458 Greenbrier River Optimistic 
Ukulele Players; 2nd #481 Tobias Sizemore with guitar

W1 (Walkers 1-2 persons) - 1st #68 Diane Hall and 
Glenn Singer; 2nd #71 Father Tom Nicholas County 
Fair; 3rd #70 Doug Buffington

W3 (Walkers 3+ persons) - 1st #480 Gum Store Stu-
dio; 2nd #475 Greenbrier Valley Hell Benders; 3rd #465 
More Fishing in 2024 - Macie, Hayes & Henry Hileman

Joe Ellis Memorial Tradition Prize - #458 Green-
brier River Optimistic Ukulele Players

Mary Satterfield Spirit of Shanghai Award - #472 
The Beards Family Traditions

Chairman’s Award - #491 Dolly Knight and “Hoo-
ka” the chicken

Jim Wills Memorial Award - #475 Greenbrier Val-
ley Hell Benders

Super Duper Pooper Scooper - Dr. Bob Foster & 
Mary Leb Foster

Oldest participant - Mary Alice Beard, 89-1/2 (#472)
Youngest participant - Theodora, 1 (#467)
Shanghai Parade Committee - Dr. Mary Ann Mann 

(chairman), DeEtta King Hunter (treasurer), Steve Hunt-
er, Mike Kidd, Susan Sharp Campbell, Sheryl Hulmes, 
Kevin Salyer, Mike & Jeanie Wyatt, Michelle Hanna, 
Shane Hanna, Seth Kidd

Special thanks go to Gary Canterbury (GC Sales of 
Lewisburg) who provided the judges stand; Boy Scout 
Troop 70; City of Lewisburg - employees/Police Dept., 
Mayor Bev White, City Mgr. Misty Hill, Shannon Be-
atty, Susan Honaker and City Council; The Asylum - 
Paula Thomes/Colin Rose; Radio Greenbrier - Debbie 
Yates; WV Daily News; Mountain Messenger; Green-
brier Historical Society and Al Emch, chairman of the 
board who facilitated transfer of grant money to the pa-
rade committee.

Greenbrier Real Estate Service, Lewisburg; Bart Baker 
is sworn in as Chief Deputy of the Greenbrier County 
Sheriff’s Department; the WV School Building Author-
ity (WVSBA) has awarded $6.7 million to Greenbrier 
County Schools through its Needs-Based Funding pro-
gram to address safety, accessibility, and infrastructure 
needs at Frankford Elementary School (FES) as outlined 
in the 2020-2030 Comprehensive Educational Facilities 
Plan (CEFP).The school will undergo a $7,307,000 ren-
ovation and construction project utilizing the $6,700,000 
awarded by the WVSBA and an additional $607,000 
committed by Greenbrier County Schools. Highlights of 
the project include a new center addition with connect-
ing corridors to bring the school under one roof with 
additional classrooms, a safe school entryway, eleva-
tor, administrative offices, improved bus and drop-off 
loop, and demolition of outdated portable classrooms. 
Additionally, electrical upgrades, a sanitation packag-
ing plant, and a sprinkler system throughout the facility 
will provide much-needed infrastructure update - all by 
spring 2026; Tammy and Guy McAninch relocate from 
Idaho to Sinks Grove and open new business - The Hun-
kerdown coffee shop - in the old general store.

This week in West Virginia History
The following events happened on these dates in West 

Virginia history. To read more, go toe-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia at www.wvencyclopedia.org.

Jan. 7, 1955: The Cedar Lakes Conference Center of-
ficially opened, though it was not named until 1957. The 
name was chosen for its two lakes and an abundance of 
native cedar trees. 

Jan. 8, 1866: William Gustavus Conley was born near 
Kingwood in Preston County. Conley was West Virgin-
ia’s 18th governor, serving from 1929 to 1933. 

Jan. 8, 1919: The West Virginia legislature ratified the 
U.S. constitution’s 18th Amendment in the Senate, 26-0, 
and in the House, 81-3. West Virginia was the 21st state 
to ratify the amendment. National prohibition went into 
effect under the Volstead Act on January 16, 1920.

Jan. 8, 1926: Comedian 
Soupy Sales was born 
Milton Supman. Raised 
in Huntington and gradu-
ating from Marshall Col-
lege (now University), he 
achieved fame as a wacky 
television personality.

Jan. 9, 1911: Louise McNeill was born on the fam-
ily farm in Pocahontas County. She was appointed poet 
laureate by Governor Jay Rockefeller in 1979, holding 
that title until her death in 1993.

Jan. 9, 2014: Hazardous chemicals were discovered 
leaking into the Elk River, contami-
nating the water supply for a nine-
county region.

Jan. 10, 1925: Judge Elizabeth 
Virginia Hallanan was born in 
Charleston. She was West Virginia’s 
first female federal court judge.

Create your native plant garden 
Gardening is a worthwhile endeavor that not only passes 

the time but can be a form of exercise and relief from the 
daily grind. Gardens also provide ample opportunity to ex-
periment, as individuals can produce everything from veg-
etables to bountiful blooms. 

Recent years have witnessed a growing emphasis on eco-
friendly gardening that aims to reduce reliance on chemical 
fertilizers and pesticides in an effort to protect the planet. 
One way to do so is to rely on native plants.

Native plants are indigenous to particular regions. The 
National Wildlife Federation says native plants grow in 
habitats without human introduction or intervention. Na-
tive plants have formed symbiotic relationships with local 
wildlife over thousands of years, which the NWF notes 
makes them the most sustainable options. Native plants 
help the environment and thrive with little supplemental 
watering or chemical nutrients.

Native plants vary by region. In arid climates, certain 
succulents may be native because they don’t need much 
rainfall to thrive. In lush wetlands, succulents might be out 
of place. 

The NWF offers native plants for 36 different states that 
can be shipped right to customers’ doors to help replen-
ish native varieties. In addition, gardeners can visit local 
gardening centers to select native plants. Small and inde-
pendently owned centers often feature knowledgeable local 
staff whose expertise can prove invaluable to individuals 
seeking native varieties. 

It’s important to keep in mind that native varieties may 
look less cultivated than more exotic blooms and foliages 
designed to sell for their unique appearances. Wildflowers 
and native grasses may be the types of native plants found 
in abundance, which may grow up and out quickly. These 

other tips can help the process.
• Plan and prepare the site by removing weeds and turn-

ing over the soil. This will give seedlings an opportunity to 
take root without competition from weeds. Seedlings will 
give gardens a faster head-start than waiting around for 
seeds to germinate. However, gardeners can start seeds in-
doors and then move them outside once they are seedlings.

• Avoid planting native plants in rows, as that’s not how 
they’re likely to grow naturally. Vary the placement so the 
plants look like they sprouted up haphazardly.

• Gardeners can still exert some control over native gar-
dens prone to growing a little wild. Borders and paths can 
better define the growing areas.

• Grow Native!, an initiative from the Missouri Prairie 
Foundation, suggests planting two to four species in broad 
sweeping masses or drifts. Mix grasses with flowering 
plants. The grasses produce dense, fibrous roots that can 
prevent weed growth.

Native plants should require minimal care. Keep an eye 
on them and supplement with water if conditions have been 
especially dry.

Greenworks Recycling 
announces 2024 Schedule 

The following schedules pertain only to recycling 
pickups by Greenworks.

Lewisburg Residences: Pickups begin the week 
of Jan. 8 and continue every other week until 2024. 
Pickups take place on your regular trash collection 
day, except as noted below. All Other Customers: 
Per your individual schedules; taking into account 
Holiday exceptions noted below.
Holiday Exceptions:
1-1-24 - New Year’s Day - Monday customers move 
to Tuesday.
1-15-24 - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Monday 
customers move to Tuesday.
2-19-24 - President’s Day - Monday customers 
move to Tuesday.
5-27-24 - Memorial Day - Monday customers move 
to Tuesday.
6-20-24 - WV Day - Thursday customers move to 
Friday.
7-4-24 - Independence Day - Thursday customers 
move to Friday.
9-2-24 - Labor Day - Monday customers move to 
Tuesday.
10-14-24 - Columbus Day - Monday customers 
move to Tuesday.
11-11-24 - Veteran’s Day - Thursday customers 
move to Friday.
11-28-24 - Thanksgiving Day - Thursday customers 
move to Friday.
12-25-24 - Christmas Day - Wednesday customers 
move to Thursday.
1-1-25 - New Year’s Day - Wednesday customers 
move to Thursday.
If you have any questions, please call 304-661-7793.

Rules about Leap Years 
It’s widely accepted that a year is 365 days long. How-

ever, that statement is not entirely accurate. In fact, it takes 
Earth a little more than 365 days (365.24223 days to be 
precise) to orbit the sun. A calendar cannot accommodate 
that small distinction every year. In order to ensure that sea-
sons do not start drifting from the difference between the 
Earth’s rotation and the time it takes to get around the sun, 
leap years were established to keep the calendar more con-
sistent and working like clockwork. The first modern leap 
year took place in 1752.

Certain guidelines were established to determine which 
years would be leap years. A leap year typically arrives ev-
ery four years. However, in terms of end-of-century years, 
they must be divisible by 400. That is why the year 2000 
was a leap year but 1900 was not, according to Royal Mu-
seums Greenwich.

This approach is not an entirely foolproof plan since 
there still may be very small discrepancies in time. Leap 
seconds have been added to keep time ticking correctly at 
various points throughout the years. This occurred on De-
cember 31 in the years 2005, 2008 and 2012, and also on 
June 30, 2015.

In terms of adding a day to the calendar for the leap 
year, it is placed in February, which already is the shortest 
month. While February is typically 28 days, in leap years 
the month features 29 days. A leap year next occurs in Feb-
ruary 2024, and then again in 2028, 2032 and 2036.
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-656-0296

SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport pack in-

cluded for a limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
En-joy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE 
networks, no contracts, easy installa-
tion, and da-ta plans up to 300 GB. Call 
844-230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Stand-ard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for 
those that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bo-nus offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& han-dling. Call Maxsip Telecom to-
day! 1-833-317-1335

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 

free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced de-bris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Pub-lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 
or visit dorrancein-fo.com/WV

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301 

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physi-cians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
war-ranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

All Positions Available
Cooks • Dishwashers

Wait Staff
Please apply in person.

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg • 304.645.2723

Robert’s Tree Service
Tree Trimming & Removal • Shrub Trimming 

• Lot Clearing • Light Excavation Work
• Driveway Maintenance & Repair

Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties
FREE ESTIMATES! • DISCOUNTS FOR SENIORS

STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
Frankford, WV • (304) 661-4086

robertstreeservicewv@gmail.com
Accepting all major credit cards

LICENSED & INSURED

Tree Trimming & Removal  • Shrub Trimming
Lot Clearing • Light Excavation Work

Bucket Truck Service • Chipper Service

FREE ESTIMATES! • DISCOUNTS FOR VETERANS & SENIORS

Roberts’ Tree Service

WV 2271-9538

www.mountainmessenger.com

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E

3344 Houfnaggle Road Lewisburg, WV 24901 • 304-645-1304

FOUR SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM:

5’ x 10’ – $35/mo.
10’ x 10’ – $55/mo.

10’ x 15’ – $65/mo.
10’ x 20’ – $75/mo.

$40/mo.
$60/mo.

$70/mo.
$80/mo.

LOG CABIN 

OPEN HOUSE
445 Randolph Street East (Behind Post Office)

Lewisburg

Saturday, April 27 • 1:00 - 4:00 PM
304-520-5822

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
Office Hours M-F 8-4.

304-466-5299

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
Office Hours M-F 8-4.

304-466-5299

Regardless of Age.
,

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

Need To Advertise: Contact Debra: debra@mountainmedianews.com
Have Legals? Email them to legalads@mountainmedianews.com

Connect Anywhere, 
Anytime.

CALL TODAY (833) 317-1335

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance
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      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 
1-844-803-1282

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value.Must present offer at time of purchase.

1-844-803-1282
Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all 
of the soothing benefi ts of a 
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy 
a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with 
a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots 
to off er a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete 
with a comprehensive lifetime 
warranty on the entire tub

✓Top-of-the-line installation 
and service, all included at one 
low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 Selling1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

Dutch Haus Restaurant
PUBLIC WELCOME AT NEW LOCATION!
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Open 7 Days A Week 11 am - 9 pm • 304.645.2723

BEST
STEAKS

IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

St. Louis Style

NOW SERVING ALCOHOL, BEER & WINE!
Open Sat. and Sun. For Breakfast Beginning at 8:30 a.m.

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Mahi Mahi
With Lemon-Dill Compound Butter

Served with rice pilaf, vegetable, salad & bread,

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Blackened

Mon - Fri 11 am-9 pm, Sat & Sun 8:30 am-9 pm • 304.645.2723
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COGNITIVE DECLINE
RISK AWARENESS &
HEARING HEALTH DECISIONS

A 25-year study shows hearing aid 
use can reduce the progression of 
cognitive decline in older adults.

THE SOONER, THE BETTER. 
Many people with gradual hearing loss 

delay vital testing.

did
YOU
know?

Using your hearing, just like exercising a 
muscle, makes it stronger and more effective. 
Reduced hearing stimulation due to untreated 
hearing loss can lead to atrophy of functional 
brain pathways. This can negatively  impact 
hearing ability and speech comprehension and 
may increase the risk of dementia.

Dear Recycle Lady,  
The Christmas wreaths that I used this 

year were made of pine on a heavy wire 
frame. They were beautiful, but what 
do I do with them now? Are the wire 
frames recyclable? 

Time to Take Them Down
Dear Time to Take Them Down,
Yes, the wire frames are recyclable. 

Just remove the pine and take the wire 
to the Recycling Center. Be sure to use 
sharp wire cutters and wear garden 
gloves when removing the pine from 
the wire form as pine needles are very 
sharp. Better yet, use the intact wreaths 
as an insulating mulch in your garden. 
Not only will this add winter protection 
to your outdoor plants, but by spring 
the pine will decompose and be much 
easier to remove. Plus, the decomposed 
pine needles will add nutrients to your 
garden. The wire may be rusty, but it 
still recycles. If you had a commercial-
ly made wreath with decorations on it, 
those decorations can be removed and 
used next year to make your own wreath 
or to embellish a purchased wreath. 
Have you ever made a wreath from the 
branches trimmed from your live Christ-
mas tree before you put it up? Next year 
use the pine from the tree to cover the 
wire frames,add the decorations and 
bows you saved this year, and you have 
a new wreath. A savings for you and a 
good deal for the environment.

Dear Recycle Lady,
The week or so before Christmas, 

newspapers were filled with colorful ad-
vertisements. Some of the ads were defi-
nitely printed on newsprint, but many of 
them appeared to be slicks. Do these ads 
need to be pulled out before recycling 
the newspaper?

Recycler
Dear Recycler,
The ads that are obviously printed on 

newspaper are recycled with newspa-
pers. The ads that are obviously slicks 
are recycled with magazines. The big 
question, however, is which of the col-

ored ads are slicks and which of the 
colored ads are really high-quality ink 
on newsprint. The colored print ads on 
heavy paper are usually a slick. One 
way to determine if an ad is a slick is to 
wet one corner of the questionable ad. 
The newsprint ad will then tear easily, 
the slick will not. Try a magazine cor-
ner as an example. I discovered this one 
morning when my Sunday newspaper 
was heavily soaked and the ads were all 
wet. However, if in doubt, put the ads in 
with newspapers.

Dear Recycle Lady,
I see a lot of pop cans thrown in the 

trash. What is the benefit of recycling 
these cans? 

Reader
Dear Reader,
Recycling aluminum cans saves near-

ly 95% of the energy needed to create 
one new can from virgin aluminum. 
That means you can make 20 cans out of 
recycled material with the same amount 
of energy it takes to make one can out of 
new material. In one year alone, energy 
savings using recycled cans are enough 
to light a city the size of Pittsburgh for 
six years, according to Treehugger.com.

Dear Readers,  
Have you made an environmentally 

friendly New Year’s resolution this 
year? Consider the impact that would be 
made if everyone were to make a New 
Year’s resolution to begin recycling 
one item that they haven’t previously 
been recycling. We could help provide 
a safer environment us and our wildlife 
and marine life, reduce our energy con-
sumption, put reusable goods back to 
use, and reduce the amount of trash sent 
to the landfill. A worthy goal with little 
effort!

Have questions about recycling, or 
interesting information about recy-
cling? Send questions or requests to-
grecycle450@gmail.com. Dear Recycle 
Lady is sponsored jointly by the Green-
brier Recycling Center and Greenworks 
Recycling.

Greenbrier East High School 
Wrestler of the Week 

Name: Calvin Roberts
Grade: Senior
G.P.A.: 4.5 (YES! 4.5)
Current Record: 30-2 (28 Pins)
Parents: Patricia and Patrick Roberts
Hometown: Renick
Favorite Wrestler: Mason Parris (Uni-

versity of Michigan National Champion 
/ Hodge Trophy Winner / U.S.A. World 
Team member) 

Favorite Quote: “The greatest battles 
in wrestling are fought within ourselves.” 
— Eddie Guerrero

Began Wrestling: In elementary school
Past Accomplishments: Calvin is a 

West Virginia Wrestling State Finalist. 
He has also beaten H.S. All-Americans. 
He currently has over 100 high school 
victories!

Why he Wrestles: “I cannot live with-
out it. Wrestling keeps me happy!”

Coach’s Comments: “Calvin has im-
proved tremendously throughout his high 
school career. During this past summer 

Calvin started analyzing and studying 
wrestling as an art form. With that ma-
turity and focus, he is ready for any task 
ahead. We enjoy his love for the sport!”

Miluk Humor: (I’m getting old!) “I see 
people my age mountain climbing. Heck, 
I feel good just getting my leg through 
my underwear without losing my bal-
ance.” Ha!

By William “Skip” Deegans
Shown is perhaps one of the most his-

toric photographs ever taken at what is 
now The Greenbrier. It was taken in 1869 
and labeled “Robert E. Lee With For-
mer Union and Confederate Leaders.” 
For more than 100 years the photograph 
was misunderstood, and some of the men 
shown were improperly identified. Not 
until 1935 did the scholar Leonard L. 
Mackall sort it out. Mackall wrote, “…of 
all those standing only General Beaure-
gard is correctly indicated, the other sev-
en names being wrongly placed and also 
partly incomplete or entirely inaccurate.”

Of particular interest are three men in 
the photograph: Lee, George Peabody, 
and William Wilson Corcoran. Peabody, 
an international banker and philanthro-
pist from Massachusetts, was ill and 
joined his friend, banker, and philan-
thropist, William Wilson Corcoran, for 
a rest at the resort. It was the first time 
that Lee and Peabody had met, but they 
and Corcoran shared an interest in edu-
cation. Lee was president of Washing-
ton College (now Washington and Lee 
University) and in 1867 Peabody had 
endowed a $2 million (about $43 mil-

lion in today’s dollars) Peabody Educa-
tion Fund to promote public schools in 
the Confederate states. West Virginia was 
added to the eleven confederate states 
due to its rate of poverty. Peabody’s fund 
was the first large public education fund 
in the United States. Although Corcoran 
may be best known for establishing the 
Corcoran Gallery, he was a generous sup-
porter of education. Possibly as a result 
of the chance meeting in White Sulphur 
Springs, Peabody donated $60,000 (just 
over $2 million in today’s dollars) to un-
derwrite a mathematics professorship at 
Washington College. Corcoran was also 
a benefactor of the college.

Peabody died shortly after meeting 
Lee, who died the following year. Too ill 
to attend Peabody’s funeral, Lee sent his 
photograph to be buried with Peabody. 

Shown in the photo: standing, General 
James Conner, General Martin W. Gary, 
Major General Beauregard, General Al-
exander R. Lawton, General Henry A. 
Wise, and General Joseph L. Brent; seat-
ed, Blacque Bev (Turkish Minister to the 
USA), General Robert E. Lee, George 
Peabody, William Wilson Corcoran, and 
Judge James Lyons.

Photo from Wikimedia.
Sources: The West Virginia News, General Robert E. Lee and Philanthropist 
George Peabody by Franklin and Betty Parker; Leonard Mackall by Lawrence C. 
Wroth, The Springs of Virginia by Perceval Reiniers.

BRICK HOUSE ANTIQUES 
First Ever 

Inventory Reduction 

Sale! 

Entire Shop 
Up to 50% Off 

Throughout January! 
(Excludes Sterling & Gold) 

1066 Washington Street East 
Lewisburg, WV 2901 

304-645-4082 
 

Switch to DISH for access to every professional football game
this fall on YouTube, Prime Video, Peacock,  and ESPN+

Plus, get the Multi-Sport Pack on us!
Sign up for AT120+ or above and get 15 additional
sports channels with the Multi-Sport Pack at no cost.

DISH has the most college football with SEC, ACC, Big Ten,
Pac-12, and Longhorn Networks. 
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*

DON’T MISS ANY OF THE ACTION!

8,000 TOUCHDOWNS
O N E  P L A C E  T O  W AT C H !

Plus, Multi-Sport Pack Included for a Limited Time

1-855-736-4350
3-year price guarantee requires credit quali�cation and 2-year commitment and covers core programming, local networks, and 
equipment. All packages, programming, and offers are subject to change without notice. New customers only. Must subscribe to 
AT120+ or above or DishLATINO Max by 11/13/23. Multi-Sport Pack access ends 1/11/24. Offer subject to change without notice. 
Local blackouts and other restrictions apply. Streaming apps require separate subscription.

8,000 TOUCHDOWNS8,000 TOUCHDOWNS

*FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS*FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS

SWITCH TO
DISH & GET UP TO A

$100 GIFT CARD!

100$

Ryan Vaughan named to Dean’s 
List at Emory & Henry College
Emory & Henry College congratulates 

Ryan Vaughan of Lewisburg for being 
named to the fall 2023 Dean’s List. For 

inclusion on the Dean’s List, a student 
must be enrolled full-time and earn at 
least a 3.6 GPA for the semester.
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Laurine Yates displays art at 
Greenbrier County Library 
The Greenbrier Artists Group continues 

to display their paintings in the Greenbrier 
County Library in Lewisburg.  Every two 
months a different artist is featured.   

During January and February, Laurine 
Yates will exhibit a selection of her paint-
ings.  The name of her show is “Seasons.” 
She has lived in Monroe County for over 
45 years. Laurine has been studying and 
involved in the arts all of her life. She 
has her Master’s Degree in Art Therapy, 
has worked as an art therapist,  taught art 
in Monroe County, worked at Carnegie 
Hall teaching at Kids College, has been 

a member of the Greenbrier Artists for 
many years and participated in many of 
their shows, and is an accepted member at 
Tamarack in three different mediums. She 
began studying painting at the Boston Mu-
seum School of Art many years ago and 
after exploring other art fields, now finds 
that painting is still her favorite medium. 

If you are interested in art, the Greenbri-
er Artists Group meets regularly at Carn-
egie Hall each Thursday beginning at 9:30 
a.m. in the Kellar Studio to paint together 
and to learn new techniques. Membership 
is open to all at a very reasonable rate.

Laurine Yates will present an art show, Seasons, at the Greenbrier County Li-
brary this January and February.

Concern grows over WV kids 
losing Medicaid coverage

By Nadia Ramlagan
The federal govern-

ment has warned nine 
states about an alarming 
number of children los-
ing Medicaid health cov-
erage, and West Virginia 
officials say they’re also 
closely watching the 
numbers.

According to the West 
Virginia Center on Bud-
get and Policy, children 
make up around 40% 
of the state’s Medic-
aid beneficiaries. The 
program ensures low-
income parents can take 
children to the doctor or 
dentist without facing 
costly bills.

Cindy Beane, com-
missioner of the West 
Virginia Bureau for 
Medical Services, said 
the Mountain State was 
one of the first to break 
down the data as fami-
lies were requalified for 
Medicaid after the pan-
demic, and the drop is 
troubling.

“We have determined 
around 39,000 children, 
under the age of 19, have 
been determined ineli-
gible or have failed to 
respond to the renewal,” 
Beane reported. “This 
is approximately about 

12% of our total num-
ber.”

The Georgetown Uni-
versity Center for Chil-
dren and Families es-
timates in 2023, more 
than 3 million children 
nationwide lost their 
Medicaid health cover-
age. According to the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics, nationwide, 
around 20% of children 
covered by Medicaid 
have special health care 
needs.

According to the 
health care policy non-
profit KFF, the federal 
government covers most 
Medicaid costs in West 
Virginia, at 74%.

With the loss of ad-
ditional pandemic-era 
funding and a budget 
deficit, Beane pointed 
out there could be fewer 

resources this year to 
cover low-income fami-
lies, people with disabil-
ities, pregnant women 
and others who rely on 
Medicaid. For now, she 
expects services and re-
imbursements to provid-
ers to remain the same.

“However, we are ask-
ing for a supplemental 
appropriation this year 
for the Medicaid pro-
gram,” Beane noted. 
“That’s the first time 
we’ve asked in probably 
over 10 years.”

For assistance with 
Medicaid renewals or 
questions about eligi-
bility, residents should 
call 877-716-1212, visit 
the online PATH portal, 
or go in-person to their 
local Department of 
Health and Human Re-
sources field office.
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Thanks
For Giving…

A Subscription To 
The Mountain Messenger!
Makes A Wonderful Gift 

52 Times Per Year!
Call Us For More Information!

304-647-5724

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

WVSOM STUDENT 
Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine 

CLINIC

~ FREE  ~ 
Osteopathic manipulative treatment provided by 

osteopathic medical students under physician supervision

WEDNESDAY 
AFTERNOONS DURING 

TWO FOUR-WEEK 
SESSIONS:

Jan. 10 – Jan. 31
Feb. 14 – March 6

CALL TO SCHEDULE
304-647-6286

400 Lee Street North   Lewisburg, WV 24901

Written referral from a 
health care provider (D.O., 
M.D., nurse practitioner or 

physician assistant) is 
required prior to making an 

appointment. 

No open workers’ 
compensation, disability or 

motor vehicle accident 
claims. Injuries currently or 

potentially involved in 
litigation will not be 

accepted.

THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER

Gov. Justice announces LG to launch strategic 
initiative for new tech ventures across West Virginia

Initiative seen as foundation for In-
novation Corridor across Appalachian 
Region to generate tech jobs, develop 
healthcare, new technology businesses

Gov. Justice announced this week that 
the State of West Virginia and LG Elec-
tronics are launching a strategic initiative 
to grow new business ventures in West 
Virginia and advance the development 
of technologies for renewable energy, 
healthcare, and industries of the future. 

The businesses, created by LG NOVA, 
LG Electronics’ North America Innova-
tion Center, are expected to bring 275 
high-skilled jobs to West Virginia and 
spur the growth of new technologies, in-
vestments, and economic development 
for companies and people in the area, es-
tablishing the start of an innovation cor-
ridor across the Appalachian Region. 

Alongside LG’s jobs commitment, an 
investment fund is being created with 
plans to invest $700 million in West Vir-
ginia over the next five years to grow 
these businesses.  

Established in 2021, LG NOVA col-
laborates with startups and partners to 
build innovative ventures that positively 
impact people and the planet. Through 
the Mission for the Future and Commer-
cial Acceleration Program, LG NOVA 
engages with the innovation community 

to create transformational positive change 
in the world. As a part of the collabora-
tion with the West Virginia Department 
of Economic Development, LG NOVA 
plans to establish branch offices in Hun-
tington, home of Marshall University, 
and Morgantown, home of West Virginia 
University.

“This is a tremendous day for our Great 
State,” Gov. Justice said. “This partner-
ship with LG Electronics is a game-
changer, and it’s going to create hundreds 
of good-paying jobs, spur investment in 
new technologies, and help us build an 
innovation corridor across the Appala-
chian region. I’m proud to work with LG 
to bring these new opportunities to West 
Virginia, and I can’t wait to show the 
world what West Virginians are capable 
of.”

“LG is glad to join the Governor’s West 
Virginia economic development initia-
tive to bring new value to the state and 
its regional partners by building transfor-
mational new businesses,” LG Electron-
ics Global CEO William Cho said. “LG 
is committed to delivering solutions for 
digital healthcare and cleantech that have 
impact on West Virginia and the rest of 
the world.”

“This is another spotlight on the in-
novation and advancement occurring in 

the great state of West Virginia,” West 
Virginia Department of Economic Devel-
opment Secretary Mitch Carmichael said. 
“We are honored to share this economic 
development announcement highlight-
ing LG NOVA, LG Electronics’ North 
America Innovation Center, and the job 
and career opportunities it will create in 
the Mountain State. We are here to sup-
port the entire LG team.”

“The opportunity to work with the West 
Virginia and the influential leaders in the 
region to grow our businesses is signifi-
cant. Through the work we are doing, we 

get to create technologies and businesses 
that will help lead to transformational 
change, and we can make a difference 
and have an impact on the people of West 
Virginia, in the Appalachian Region and 
beyond,” the head of LG NOVA Dr. Sok-
woo Rhee said, Executive Vice President 
of Innovation at LG Electronics.

This strategic initiative extends beyond 
West Virginia through collaboration to 
promote resilient economic investments 
in communities across the Appalachian 
Region with business leaders, public-sec-
tor innovators, and universities. 

Holiday traffic exceeds predictions on West Virginia Turnpike
It was a busy holiday season along the West Vir-

ginia Turnpike. The West Virginia Parkways Author-
ity says there were 1,375,777 transactions during the 
13-day holiday travel period from Thursday, Dec. 
21, 2023, through Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2024. This num-
ber is 45,777 transactions more than the pre-holiday 
travel estimate of 1.33 million transactions.

The busiest travel day on the West Virginia Turn-
pike was Friday, Dec. 22, 2023, with 145,870 trans-
actions. The lightest travel day was Sunday, Dec. 24, 

2023, with 54,838 transactions.
Turnpike traffic exceeded estimates every day of 

the holiday travel season except Christmas Eve; Sat-
urday, Dec. 30; and New Years Eve, 2023.

“Ultimately, we are very pleased with how our 
staff handled the large influx of traffic and we were 
very well prepared,” said Jeff Miller, Executive 
Director of the West Virginia Parkways Authority. 
“Our estimates were right in line with historical in-
formation that was reviewed prior to going into the 
holiday break.”

The Parkways Authority anticipated there would 
be additional travelers on the Turnpike from Tues-
day, Dec. 26, 2023, through Thursday, Dec. 28, 
2023, due to people traveling to Charlotte, North 

Carolina, for the Duke’s Mayo Bowl. The college 
football game on Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2023, fea-
tured the West Virginia University Mountaineers 
and University of North Carolina Tar Heels.

Miller is pleased with how everything played out 
during the 13-day holiday travel period. 

“The weather cooperated for the most part and we 
did not experience many wrecks or significant back-
ups at the toll facilities,” he said. “I am very proud 
of our toll operations, maintenance staff, courtesy 
patrol, West Virginia State Police Troop 7 and dis-
patch center for responding quickly to anything that 
required our attention during this time.”

Miller reminds drivers that E-Z Pass is the fast-
est and most economical way to travel on the West 
Virginia Turnpike.

Gov. Jim Justice announced the E-Z Pass Single 
Fee plan in 2018 to help drivers save on the cost 
of tolls. All lanes at the Turnpike’s three toll plazas 
accept E-Z Pass. The Single Fee discount program 
costs $26.25 annually for unlimited use of the West 
Virginia Turnpike. 

To get an E-ZPass, or to renew an existing E-
ZPass, visit https://transportation.wv.gov/Turnpike/
EZPass/Pages/default.aspx. Drivers may also apply 
in person at the West Virginia Parkways Author-
ity E-ZPass Customer Service Center, 3310 Pied-
mont Road, Charleston, West Virginia 25306, or at 
the Beckley Customer Service Center located at 12 
Pikeview Drive, Beckley, West Virginia 25801. 
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Here’s what West Virginians told us lawmakers 
should focus on this legislative session

By Tyler Dedrick and Duncan Slade 
for Mountain State Spotlight

This story was originally published by 
Mountain State Spotlight. For more stories 
from Mountain State Spotlight, visit www.
mountainstatespotlight.org.

We’re just a few days away from the 2024 
legislative session, when senators and del-
egates from across West Virginia will meet 
in Charleston to pass legislation and set the 
state budget. 

To help inform Mountain State Spotlight’s 
coverage of the 60-day lawmaking sprint, 
we asked West Virginians what information 
they need about what lawmakers are doing 
— and not doing.

Nearly 200 people have already respond-
ed to our survey and there’s still time if you 
haven’t already.

Top of mind for many West Virginians is 
the lack of investment in infrastructure, child 
care, health care and public education.

These quality of life issues were followed 
closely by concerns about environmental is-
sues. West Virginians told us they want to 
see improved infrastructure, economic de-
velopment and an increase in accountability 
and transparency among lawmakers.

Here are the issues West Virginians told 
us most matter to them: 

1. Quality of living in West Virginia
Many readers emphasized the importance 

of focusing on improving the quality of life 
for West Virginians by improving health 
care, education and the environment. Health 
care is at the top of West Virginians’ con-
cerns, with nearly three-quarters of respon-
dents to our survey indicating it’s an issue 
they care about. 

Readers expressed concerns about the 
looming Medicaid shortfall and unwinding, 
and about environmental issues, including 
water and air quality.

Respondents said they were worried that 
the shifting of funds from public schools to 
private education through charter schools, 
homeschooling and the Hope Scholarship 

is being done in a way that “drains public 
schools of badly needed resources.”

“These legislators wrongly focus on cut-
ting taxes, claiming to attract businesses,” 
one reader wrote. “What business would 
locate here if our water and air are polluted, 
education is abysmal, life expectancy is 
poor?” 

Nearly two out of three of survey respon-
dents said they were interested in women’s 
health policy. Dozens of responses included 
concerns about abortion or reproductive 
rights. 

In 2022, lawmakers passed a near-total 
abortion ban in a whirlwind 24-hour period 
that largely left members of the public in the 
dark and unable to give input on the bill. 

“The abortion issue should have been on 
the ballot instead of being passed by about 
134 people,” one respondent wrote. “Legis-
lators misrepresented half of their constitu-
ents.” 

2. Economic, infrastructure and busi-
ness development

West Virginians told us they’re worried 
that lawmakers won’t invest in public in-
frastructure while creating policies meant to 
attract major industries like energy and real 
estate.

“Policies that support large corporations 
and industries, all though often good inten-
tions, usually directly harm small businesses 
and rural communities,” one respondent 
wrote.

People also said they want to see the Leg-
islature focus on improving roads, water and 
schools.

Some respondents suggested these poli-
cies may be driving away businesses, young 
people and families — particularly LG-
BTQ+ folks and non-white West Virginians. 

“I’m very unhappy about the focus on 
culture issues and not fixing actual problems 
like the minimum wage or…doing more for 
the state universities to remain competitive,” 
one self-identified business owner told us.

3. Budgeting and adequately funding 

state agencies
Many readers expressed a desire for law-

makers to fund government agencies, in-
cluding those that oversee roads, libraries 
and jails. They shared concerns that a lack 
of investment into public agencies and infra-
structure had led to “horrible roads, student 
scores, jails, mental health.”

One respondent criticized legislators for 
“undermining the ability of state agencies to 
do their jobs by underfunding their budgets 
and still bragging about a government sur-
plus while our roads and bridges fall apart, 
our public school staff are leaving/retiring, 
our foster care system is in shambles, no one 
can figure out how to pay for EMS in rural 
counties.”

In September, lawmakers put $100 mil-
lion towards the state’s understaffed and 
overcrowded jail system but it’s not nearly 
enough.  

Meanwhile, public employees expressed 
frustration at the increase in their insurance 
premiums, putting pressure on their financ-
es.

4. Transparency and accountability 
Several respondents expressed concern 

about lobbying and cronyism among law-
makers, some of whom previously or cur-
rently work for major industries including 
coal. 

They called for more scrutiny of “crony-
ism, “lobbying activity” and “good ol boys 
transactions.” One reader asked us to “fol-
low the money and expose graft and corrup-
tion.”

Others shared that they lack information 
about what goes on in Charleston after the 
Legislature gavels in due to the decline of 
local news and a “lack of candor” among 
elected officials. (Our limited-run newslet-
ter series “Power and Possums” explores the 
unexpected places power does and doesn’t 
lie in the Legislature.)

Note: This story is based on the responses 
of nearly 200 West Virginians who took our 
survey about what issues they think elected 
officials should address during the 2024 leg-
islative session.
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Where your health is our priority

Pulmonology Clinic Welcomes

Christian Butcher, MD

Call Now: 304-799-1070
www.pmhwv.org

Dr. Christian “Chris” Butcher grew up in Maryland, but has family
roots in central West Virginia. He trained in Internal Medicine in
Morgantown and Baltimore, MD; completing subspecialty training
     in Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine at WVU.

Now Accepting Patients!

Providing care for patients with:

Lung Disease 
COPD • Asthma

Chronic lung infections
Respiratory failure   

Lung cancer
Sleep apnea 

Other airway disorders

Announcing New Pulmonologist: 

Dr. Christian Butcher, MD
THE GIFT THAT

KEEPS ON GIVING
– Your Community,
– Your Family
– Your Interest
– Your Home
Give the Gift of a 
Subscription to the 
Mountain Messenger.

In-depth Coverage of 
Local News, Lifestyle 
Features & More!

Call Now! 304-647-5724 or Order Online!
www.mountainmessenger.com

State says 84 projects 
from 2016 flood remain to 

be completed 
By Stephen Baldwin, RealWV, www.

therealwv.com
Seven and a half years ago, southern West 

Virginia was struck by a disastrous flooding 
event that killed 23 people and caused mil-
lions in damages. 

During a mid-December meeting of the 
Legislature’s Joint Committee on Flood-
ing, Director GE McCabe of the West Vir-
ginia Emergency Management Division 
(WVEMD) disclosed to lawmakers that 84 
projects remain “open” from that flooding 
event. 

Projects which have yet to be completed 
are categorized as “open” by officials. For 
example, a home demolition awaiting final 
approval would be categorized as open. 

WVEMD spokesperson Lora Lipscomb 
described the open projects in general terms, 
saying, “Those still in progress include proj-
ects for generators supporting critical infra-
structure, acquisitions/demolitions of private 
homes, elevations of private homes, recon-
structions of private homes, and stormwater 
management.”  

Greenbrier County Emergency Manage-
ment confirmed four open projects locally 
including two private home elevations, one 
acquisition of a private home for demolition, 

and a generator for a public entity. 
They added that they received calls on a 

regular basis from residents who continue to 
seek relief from the 2016 flood over the last 
few months. WVEMD ran public service 
announcements inviting residents to contact 
their local emergency management office to 
apply for assistance in 2023. But the county 
says few if any qualify for the assistance. 

More than 100 “open” projects exist 
across the state related to numerous flood-
ing events, but McCabe said 84 of those are 
from the June 2016 flood alone. 

“We’ve got a lot going on,” said McCabe, 
before describing his office’s activities re-
lated to at least ten flood events since June 
2016. “These things take a lot of time. We 
are making progress.” 

RealWV reached out to multiple mem-
bers of the Joint Committee on Flooding for 
comment, but none spoke on the record.

Tammy Tincher serves as President of the 
Greenbrier County Commission. She lives 
in the Meadow River Valley, which was 
hard-hit in the June 2016 flood. Reached 
for comment on the remaining projects, she 
said, “It would be beneficial for the county, 
as I am sure the state as well, to close out 
these projects in 2024.” 


