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Greenbrier County Commission appoints 
new fiduciary commissioner, approves 

hiring of two dispatchers for 911 Center

Lewisburg City Manager 
gives 2023 review 

of the City
By Sarah Richardson
Lewisburg City Council met last week to discuss 

the leasing of a bucket truck for the Public Works 
department, approve pay requests for both the water 
system improvement project and new Public Works 
building, review invoices for an HVAC replacement 
project for Council chambers, and to hear a “state of 
the city” year review for 2023 from the city manager.

Taking up much of the start of the Council meet-
ing was a discussion regarding the leasing of a bucket 
truck for the City. “This is a vehicle that we use ev-
ery day,” said City Manager Misty Hill, “We use it at 
the water plant, with water distribution, streets, parks, 
this is a vehicle that is a heavily used vehicle.” The 
current bucket truck used by the City is from 1997, 
and “we’ve been budgeting for this for roughly two to 
three years,” said Hill. After much discussion, Coun-
cil motioned to “lock in” a rate for the truck lease and 
starts the building of the truck, which will take a max-
imum of two years.

Resolution 541 and Resolution 542, authorizing 
project pay requests for the water system improve-
ment project and public works building, respectively, 
were both approved unanimously.  

City Manager Hill then gave a report highlighting 
some of the major projects and issues dealt with by the 
City throughout 2023. The implementing of a one per-
cent sales tax as of July 1, 2023, was first mentioned. 
“This took several, several attempts with Home Rule 
before we were approved,” said Hill. She mentioned a 
slew of projects completed last year at city parks, in-
cluding securing replacement lighting for both Dorie 
Miller and Hollowell Parks, and light replacements at 
the Little League field from 25-foot wooden poles to 
75-foot metal poles thanks to a $60,000 grant from 
the county and secondary grant for the rest of the cost. 
Building the pickleball viewing stands at the pickle-
ball courts was also a popular project completed early 
last year.

Securing a grant to replace the Lafayette Street 
sidewalk downtown was another major hurdle, as it 
had been in motion for some time with no progress. 
“There’s a lot of components with Lafayette, it’s not 
just replacing the sidewalk, it’s also stormwater, it’s 
repaving that area. There’s actually going to be some 
green spaces built into that, so the DOH, the state, has 
that bid and started construction in October, and they 
have until June to complete that project,” explained 
Hill.

With beautification, the City ordered new Christmas 
lights for 2023, as the old ones went out just several 
days after the holiday the year before. They also in-
stalled string lights in the alley beside the Convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau that will stay up year-round. The 
first “Chills in the Hills” festival, a collaboration with 
the downtown businesses and the city, saw expanded 
fall decorations throughout town this last autumn. 

The total amount spent by the City on all festival 
and parades downtown, including the Chocolate Fes-
tival, TOOT, the Christmas parade, and others, came 
with a grand total of over $88,000 in expenses. “This 
is in the beautification budget,” said Hill. 

The Public Works department received a new plow 
truck, just in time for the winter weather, and the new 
Public Works building on Stonehouse Road should 
be completed and ready to move into this spring. In 
2023, the City also started the new water plant project, 
and the water system improvement project. Hill stated 
that there were eight boil water advisories for the City 

This week in the House of Delegates
For the week ending Jan. 19, 2024

Members of the West Virginia House of Delegates 
passed four bills in the first full week of the regular leg-
islative session.

House Bill 4190 would direct the Department of Mili-
tary Affairs and Public Safety to create a statewide “Pur-
ple Alert Plan” for cognitively impaired, at-risk individ-
uals who go missing. The framework would be similar to 
existing Amber Alert and Silver Alert programs. House 
Bill 4252 would close a gap in the current law related to 
Domestic Violence Protective Orders. It would create a 
mechanism for West Virginia law enforcement officers 
to be able to recognize and enforce a Canadian Domestic 
Violence Protective Order.

House Bill 4274 continues the work that began last 
year in the separation of the former West Virginia De-
partment of Health and Human Resources. It would re-
structure state code to reflect the newly reorganized and 
renamed Department of Health, Department of Human 
Services and Department of Health Facilities.

House Bill 4433 would allow private practices to ac-
quire and use certain tomography scanners as well as al-
lowing mobile facilities to perform mammography and 
low-dose tomography both without going through the 
state’s certificate of need process.

Delegate Heather Tully, R-Nicholas, is vice chair of 
the House Health and Human Resources Committee and 
a sponsor of the bill. She spoke in favor of it just before 

Members of the House of Delegates gather on 
Jan. 16, 2024. (WV Legislative Photography Photo 
by Perry Bennett)

Donald Davis Memorial Toy Drive a success again in 
Greenbrier, Meadow River area

Over 100 toys were collected for the Donald 
David Memorial Toy Drive, along with 98 new 
coats.

The annual Donald Da-
vis Memorial Toy Drive, 
which provides new toys 
as gifts for children in the 
Meadow River and Green-
brier Valley area, once 
again has been very suc-
cessful. Davis, who grew 
up in the Rainelle area, 
spent his working career 
in the District of Columbia 
and would, each Christ-
mas season, bring a pickup 
truck loaded with toys for 
the children in the west-
ern Greenbrier and east-
ern Fayette counties area. 
Upon his untimely death, 
relatives and friends of 
Davis have continued his 

mission with the Donald 
Davis Memorial Toy Drive 
which distributes toys to 
area children who might 
not otherwise have a gift 
on Christmas morning.

With the support of the 
parishioners of the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in 
Rainelle, St. Catherine 
of Siena in Ronceverte, 
St. Charles Borromeo in 
White Sulphur Springs, 
and the Greenbrier Valley 
Council Knights of Co-
lumbus, the relatives and 
friends were able to col-
lect over 100 toys.

 In addition, the Green-
brier Valley Knights of 

Columbus distributed 98 
new coats for children in 
need through the local el-
ementary age children in 
Rainelle, Rupert, Alderson 
and Meadow Bridge areas 
in cooperation with the 
Donald Davis Memorial 
Toy distribution, as well 
as in cooperation with the 
Frankford and Roncev-
erte Elementary Schools, 
St. John Neuman Catho-
lic Church in Marlinton, 
Family Resource Network 
in Pocahontas County, and 
the Family Resource Net-
work in Monroe County.

the vote, saying increased access to scans for lung and 
breast cancers saves lives.

“This does bring health care into the rural communi-
ties, and even though we do have a hospital, we still 
have individuals who are not willing or do not have 
transportation to get to the hospital,” she said.

All four measures passed unanimously and now are 

By Matthew Young
RealWV, www.therealwv.com
The Greenbrier County Commission, on Wednesday, 

authorized a change order applicable to a section of the 
Meadow River Rail Trail project which is funded by the 
West Virginia Division of Highways Transportation Al-
ternative Program. 

On-hand to explain the change was President of both 
the Greenbrier Environmental Group and Meadow Riv-
er Valley Association (MRVA), Matt Ford.

“This is change order number five,” Ford told com-
missioners. “The original contract sum with Lynch 
Construction was $1,014,667.22. Other change orders 
brought the total contract sum to $1,281,531.49. Change 
order number five is in the amount of $107,788.09.”

The inclusion of change order number five brings the 
total cost to $1,389,319.58, which, according to Ford, 
“closes out the amount of grant funds that are available” 
through the Transportation Alternative Program. 

The fifth change order accounts for improved truck 
access to Corliss Road, as well as necessary repairs as 
the result of “several wash outs.” 

“There were several culverts that needed repaired or 
replaced,” Ford added. “That’s included in this.”

According to Ford, the work completed through 
change order number five has allowed access to an ad-
ditional half-mile of trail. 

“One of the biggest points for Corliss Road […], is 
that it’ll be another access point for us,” Commissioner 
President Tammy Tincher said. “By having this access 
point (construction vehicles) aren’t going to have to go 
onto any section of the trail that’s already completed.”

After addressing several personnel items, including 
approving the hiring of two full time dispatchers at the 
County 911 Center, commissioners considered the ap-
pointment of a new county fiduciary commissioner.

On-hand to advise the commission was County At-
torney Britt Ludwig, who said, “We currently have two 

fiduciary commissioners who serve the county when our 
fiduciary supervisor refers a case that needs additional 
oversight, and so it is helpful to have a third commis-
sioner.”

“Oftentimes, one of the two that we have serving 
could have a conflict with a case, so a third would be 
beneficial,” Ludwig added. “Carrie DeHaven is inter-
ested in serving as a commissioner.”

According to Ludwig, DeHaven is a general practi-
tioner in Greenbrier County, and current member of the 
West Virginia Bar Association. 

“I don’t personally know Ms. DeHaven, but looking 
over her resume, she is definitely qualified,” Commis-
sioner Lowell Rose said. “I would recommend that we 
approve her.”

Without further discussion, the commission voted 
unanimously to appoint Carrie DeHaven as the county’s 
third fiduciary commissioner.

Next, commissioners considered amendments to the 
“Management and Operations Agreement between the 
Greenbrier County Commission and CityNet LLC per-
taining to the Greenbrier County GigReady Broadband 
Project for the West Virginia Development Office.”

Once again advising the commission was Britt Lud-
wig.

“We have some direction from the (State) Economic 
Development Office to change how we are implement-
ing the pole-attachment agreements for our GigReady 
Broadband project,” Ludwig said. “Our internet service 
provider, CityNet, is willing to execute those agree-
ments directly with the utility pole owners, which would 
necessitate a change in our operations and management 
agreement with them.”

Ludwig further advised that while CityNet has drafted 
a letter of agreement as a supplement to the operations 
agreement, they have not yet presented the agreement 
for consideration. On Ludwig’s recommendation, the 
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PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

CHARLES
Charles is a three-
year-old male terrier 
mix and weighs 56 
pounds.

These and other animals are available at the Greenbrier Humane So-
ciety, located at 151 Holiday Lane off of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. They 
are closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from 11 a.m. through 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adoption fee is $65 and covers spay/neuter surgery, first 
kitty vaccinations, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and 
flea treatment.

Their dog adoption fee is $85 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
first dog vaccinations, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, 
flea bath and flea treatment.

Call 304-645-4775 for more information.

They also offer donation-based spay/neuter vouchers, and clinics 
are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. They use a lot of vets 
in the area but the clinics fill up fast! Fill out an application to help 
prevent animal overpopulation! Call 304-645-4775 for more infor-
mation.

TOGANGA
Topanga is a four-month-old 
female domestic shorthair!

Senate Bill 264 could 
jeopardize the future  
of this local newspaper.
Tell your legislator to 
vote no on SB264 and 
that you want a healthy 
community paper.

Find your legislator 
at wvlegislature.gov

Protect your 
community 
newspaper

One killed in traffic accident

WV groups sue Forest Service over Cherry River 
watershed protections

By Nadia Ramlagan
West Virginia environ-

mental groups have sued 
the Forest Service for fail-
ing to protect streams in 
the Cherry River water-
shed from the impacts of 
coal hauling in the Monon-
gahela National Forest.

The watershed is home 
to the critically endan-
gered candy darter, a 
freshwater fish striped in 
bright green and orange. 
But environmentalists say 
trucks brimming with coal 
are spilling harmful sedi-
ment and pollutants into 
its waters.

Rick Webb, executive 
director of the Allegheny-
Blue Ridge Alliance, said 
his organization has cre-
ated a website that tracks 
environmental issues re-

The critically endangered candy darter

On Friday, Jan. 19, at approximately 
1:15 p.m., members of the Greenbrier 
County Sheriff’s Department responded 
to a single vehicle traffic accident on 
Interstate 64 near the 170 mile marker.  
Upon arrival officers observed that a pick 
up truck had struck the guardrail and 
came to rest in the roadway blocking one 
of the travel lanes.

The driver was unresponsive and EMS 

personnel were able to gain access to the 
lone occupant and transport them to a lo-
cal hospital, where they were subsequent-
ly pronounced deceased.

The name of the driver is being with-
held pending notification of the family.

Deputy Herman Rodriguez of the 
Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Department 
is the investigating officer.

lated to coal mining and 
the watershed.

“And one of the things 
we’ve shown is there has 
been an impact to water 
quality due to mining, sul-
fate concentrations or high 
conductivity or salinity is 
high. Iron is high. Seleni-
um is high,” he cautioned.

In 2021, the Forest Ser-
vice issued a permit al-
lowing South Fork Coal 
Company to haul over-
sized coal loads, cut trees, 
and regrade and widen 
forest roads. The permit 
also allows the company 
to haul mining supplies, 
equipment and explosives 
on F.S. 223, a gravel road 
along a direct tributary to 
North Fork Cherry River.

Webb said the lawsuit 
argues that the permits to 

haul coal violate federal 
environmental laws.

“Our concern is that 
the Forest Service has 
issued a permit for us-
ing this road for hauling 
coal without following 
the requirements of the 
National Environmental 
Policy Act and Endan-
gered Species Act,” Webb 
contended.

According to the group 
Appalachian Voices, 
South Fork Coal Company 
has received permits to op-
erate on nearly 3,300 acres 
in the region over the past 
decade. In recent years, 
the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection has issued the 
company dozens of cita-
tions for violating environ-
mental regulations.

Charmco man arrested for delivery 
of a controlled substance

Subsequent to an investigation con-
ducted by members of the Greenbrier 
County Sheriff’s Department, a search 
warrant was obtained for a residence lo-
cated in Charmco, WV.  The search war-
rant was executed on Wednesday, Jan. 
24, and officers seized a large amount of 
methamphetamine, fentanyl and multiple 
other suspected controlled substances, as 
well as a large amount of U.S. Currency.  

James Matthew Walkup, 47, of Charm-

co, was arrested and charged with two 
counts of delivery of a controlled sub-
stance and was incarcerated in the South-
ern Regional Jail.

Members of the WV State Police 
Rainelle Detachment assisted in the 
search of the home.

Deputy Herman Rodriguez of the 
Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Department 
is the lead investigator.

in 2023, totaling 23 days with these advisories. “This is not 23 days without water, 
but 23 days with advisories,” Hill clarified. She emphasized the importance of the 
new water plant and its water pumping capabilities that will benefit the City and will 
lessen these advisories. An emotional Hill said that, “A lot of time and effort goes into 
this project every day.” 

Hill reports that the MyLewisburg app launch has been a resource for residents 
wanting to stay up-to-date with advisories and other announcements from the City, 
and she encourages everyone to download the app to their smartphones as another 
way to receive information regarding City happenings. Search for “MyLewisburg” in 
your app store to download. Mayor Beverly White added that if the City is not calling 
you during boil water advisories, to please reach out to City Hall and make sure that 
your contact information is correct. 

“It’s wonderful to see all [of this information] together,” said Councilmember John 
Little. “I think it’s important for the citizens to see all of what is going on in the City 
and what happens here.” 

In other news:
• A task order for a “kayak launch design” from Chapman Technical Group was pre-

sented and approved unanimously by Council. This order allows Chapman Technical 
to begin designing the launch at the Hopper Greenbrier River Trail access. 

• An invoice to Total Tech for an HVAC replacement for City Council chambers in 
the amount of $19,810.06 was approved unanimously. 

• Fire Chief Joey Thomas reports that there has been an increase of over 60 percent 
in calls to the fire department from 2014 through 2022, and he believes that his depart-
ment has answered more calls this last year than the year before. 

commission tabled further consideration to allow additional time for the agreement 
to be received. 

In a related matter, commissioners approved a resolution allowing for the facilita-
tion of potential transferability agreements between the County Commission and the 
Greenbrier Valley Economic Development Corporation, and CityNet. This resolution 
would allow the future transfer of pole-attachment agreements from CityNet, to the 
Greenbrier County GigReady Broadband Project through the West Virginia Develop-
ment Office.

In the day’s final point of business, commissioners reviewed two bids submitted for 
the building of the Greenbrier County 911 Agency communication equipment shelter. 

“This would be a structure that would be located at the Greenbrier County 911 
office,” Tincher explained. “It would be within our secure area, and would house IT 
technology for increased security.”

Cedar Rapids-based CellSite Solutions submitted a bid of $77,875, with an esti-
mated delivery date of April 10. VFP Inc., out of Roanoke, Virginia, submitted a bid of 
$134,370, which includes a shipping cost of $5,524. VFP estimates completion would 
occur 28 weeks from bid acceptance. 

Greenbrier County Commission      Continued from Front Page
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Public Meetings
Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The public is 
invited to attend.

Greenbrier County Farmland 
Protection Board
will meet on the fourth Thursday of each month at the 
WVU Extension - Greenbrier Co. Office, 1046 Maple-
wood Avenue, Fairlea WV 24901. The public is invited to 
attend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Emmalee R. Gunter, Chapin, SC, speeding, NCP, 
fine $30
Justin D. Dolin, Lewisburg, deposit dead animals or 
offensive substances, GP, fine $100
Michael P. Honaker, White Sulphur Springs, stop 
sign - failure to stop, GP, fine $25
Arieanna Paige Bretz, Clifton Forge, VA, stop sign 
- failure to stop, NCP, fine $25
Franklin J. Burns, Lewisburg, 1) operation without 
certificate of inspection or failure to produce cer-
tificate, NCP, fine $20; 2) possession of controlled 
substance without valid prescription, fine $100; 3) 
unsafe and improperly equipped vehicles, fine $20; 
4) improper MVI, fine $20
Kevin T. Legg, Sutton, no seatbelt, GP, fine $25
David Reed Canaday, Jr., Dunbar, expired registra-
tion, GP, fine $50
Michael R. Reynolds, White Sulphur Springs, im-
proper lane change, GP, fine $25
Justin H. Loudermilk, Lewisburg, speeding, GP, 
fine $10
Michael E. Meddings, Huntington, WV, seatbelt vio-
lation, fine $25
Cynthia L. Tilley, Bluefield, improper lane change, 
NCP, fine $25
Angel Rose Highlander, Asbury, false report to of-
ficer, NCP, fine $100
Justin David Richmond, Talcott, 1) obstructing an 
officer, NCP, fine $50, jail 65 days - time served; 2)  
obstructing an officer, NCP, fine $30, jail 30 days - 
consecutive to count 1
Triston Daniel Crookshanks, Gap Mills, speeding, 
GP, fine $28
Jayson Scott Bennett, Jumping Branch, 1) driving 
impaired, NCP, fine $100, jail 6 months, 63 days - 
suspended and placed on 12 months unsupervised 
probation; 2) petit larceny, jail 6 months - consecu-
tive to charge 1 (driving impaired), 63 days jail sus-
pended and placed on 12 months unsupervised 
probation
Mason G. Pope, Brentwood, TN, speeding, NCP, 
fine $22
Ethan D. Dunbar, Union, speeding, GP, fine $20
Ezekiel J. Workman, Coal City, speeding, NCP, 
fine $20

Greenbrier County 
Magistrate Court Convictions

American Heritage Music Hall, Inc.
located at 496 Island Park, Ronceverte, is open to the 
public, all welcome, handicap accessible. Listeners and 
tourists welcome. Admission $7 Tuesday nights, $10 
Saturday - Audience provides food. Doors open at 7 
p.m. Jam & Dance every Tuesday 7 to 10 p.m. Dance 
Saturday, Jan. 27 will feature the Flash Back Band 
7 to 10:30. The Music Hall is available for weddings 
and parties. For more information call the Music Hall at 
304-645-4667; Bill Evans at 304-392-6079; Grace Poe 
at 304-992-5852. 

Walk With a Doc in January 
Ring in the New Year by taking steps toward better 
health and wellness! Walk With A Doc (WWAD) is a 
low-intensity activity set at your personal pace and re-
spectful of your abilities; we welcome all new WWAD-
ers. Come as often as you want and get to know our 
students and HealthYeah!, a community-centered orga-
nization aimed at raising health awareness and healthy 
habits. WWAD meets weekly on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. 
at the Hollowell Park track on GMS Drive. Once a 
month, we will have a health topic talk given by a local 
healthcare provider or one of our HealthYeah! student 
leaders. Our next January walk will be Jan.  29. We 
look forward to seeing you then! (In the event of heavy 
snow or ice, walks will be cancelled. Please exercise 
caution during the winter months.

Williamsburg Shooting Match
Hope you are staying warm. Come join us for the Jack 
Goodman Scholarship,Williamsburg Shooting Match 
that will be held Feb. 3. The Shooting Match will be-
gin at 7 p.m. Match will be eight rounds, 12-gauge 
guns only. Full choke, .660 inch minimum. Screw in 
chokes must be from a recognized supplier (patented) 
and extend no more than 3 inches beyond original bar-
rel. Barrel length 34” maximum. First Seven rounds @ 
$2.50 per shot, eighth round 50/50 @ $7.50 per shot. 
Shooters must compete in the first 7 rounds in order to 
compete in the 8th round. 50/50 splatter match is $1 per 
chance between rounds - Cash prizes will be awarded. 
You do not need to be a shooter to win! Come early! 
Come Hungry! Delicious hot food and refreshments 
will be available starting at 5 p.m. Families welcomed; 
you don’t have to shoot to come get a meal! The match 
will be held at the Community Building 6571 Shoe-
string, Trail, Williamsburg, WV. We hope to see you all 
there. Sponsored by a joint effort of the Williamsburg 
Community Action. For more information and direc-
tions visit our website: www.williamsburgwv.com or 
Bill Jarvis, 304-645-3690.

Baked Steak Dinner at Williamsburg
Williamsburg Community invites you to enjoy a home 
cooked steak and gravy meal. The dinner will be held 
on Feb. 10, from 3 to 7 p.m. at the Williamsburg Com-
munity Building. The menu features baked steak/
gravy, mashed potatoes, green beans, coleslaw, bread/
rolls, desserts and tea/coffee. The cost is $12 for adults 
and $6 for children under 12. Call 304-645-0964 with 
questions or for more information. This event is spon-
sored by Williamsburg Community Action and is at the 
Williamsburg Community Building, 6571 Shoestring 
Trail. Directions to Williamsburg from the east: Exit 
161 (Alta), right on Rt. 12, right on Rt. 60 East, left 
on Sinking Creek Road (first road on left from Rt. 60), 
about nine miles to Williamsburg staying on the two 
lane road, the Community Building will be on your left.

Misty Ann Ratcliff and John David Lilly
Joyce Carol Spence and Roger Allen Hall

Marriages
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Anvil Rock LLC to Pat Goodale: 2.928 acres, Fort 
Spring District, Map 17 Parcel 30. Filed Jan. 18, 2024.
Anvil Rock LLC to Pat Goodale: 30.608 acres, Fort 
Spring District, Map 17 Parcel 30. Filed Jan. 18, 2024.
Robert L. Clevenger to Brad W. Clevenger and Beth 
M. Clevenger: 6.59 acres, Meadow Bluff District, Map 
69 Parcel 32 - 34. Filed Jan. 18, 2024.
Lloyd E. Camp and Nancy C. Camp to Michael Beck 
and Shelley Beck: 2.08 and 4.18 acres, White Sulphur 
District, Map 11 Parcel 19. Filed Jan. 18, 2024.
Frankie C. Martin and Janet Martin to Joshua L. Mar-
tin, Frankie C. Martin and Janet Martin: 2 properties, 
Blue Sulphur District, Map 19 Parcel 3. Filed Jan. 18, 
2024.
James A. Scudder and Janet M. Martin to Joshua L. 
Martin, James A. Scudder and Janet M. Martin: prop-
erty, Meadow Bluff District, Map 75 Parcel 6 Parcel 
Suffix 9. Filed Jan. 18, 2024.
James A. Scudder and Janet M. Martin to Joshua L. 
Martin, James A. Scudder and Janet M. Martin: 136 
feet, Meadow Bluff District, Map 69 Parcel 28. Filed 
Jan. 18, 2024.
Mae C. Northup to Dennis F. Mankins and Patricia G. 
Mankins: 7.10 acres, Lewisburg District, Map 20 Par-
cel 0050 0004. Filed Jan. 19, 2024.
Wilson Properties LLC to Serena Brandt: 0.22 and 
0.12 acres more or less, Fort Spring District, Map 9H, 
9H Parcel 84, 85. Filed Jan. 19, 2024.
Nathan J. Hersman to Seth A. Wilson: lots 143 - 145, 
Riverview Addition, Alderson District, Map 6 Parcel 
0312, 0313, 0314. Filed Jan. 22, 2024.
Doreen V. Alderman to Justin G. Alderman: 24.27 
acres, transfer on death deed, Meadow Bluff District, 
Map 49R Parcel Map 2. Filed Jan. 23, 2024.
William F. Krafft to Nicole B. Ramsey and Christopher 
Ramsey: 1.00, 1.00, and 10.10 acres, Fort Spring 
District, Map 11 Parcel 71, 71.2, 71.3. Filed Jan. 23, 
2024.
Katrina Lindsey and Erik L. Lindsey to Olivia A. 
Walmsley, Matthew D. Spencer, Samuel A. Walmsley 
Jr. and Marie N. Walmsley: AC 30 D  on SLS 6, Mill 
Creek, deed of correction, Meadow Bluff District, Map 
40 Parcel 0005. Filed Jan. 24, 2024.
Olivia A. Walmsley Steele, Matthew D. Spencer, 
Samuel A. Walmsley, and Marie N. Walmsley to Yong 
Dong: 30 acres, Meadow Bluff District, Map 41 Parcel 
0005. Filed Jan. 24, 2024.
Matthew L. Rowan and Heather M. Clawges to Clarow 
Properties LLC: 0.556 acres, Lewisburg District, Map 
8W Parcel 0022. Filed Jan. 24, 2024.
Herschel Harvey to Courtney Clendenin: 10,083 
square feet, White Sulphur District, Map 10 Parcel 
0002. Filed Jan. 24, 2024.
CMG Investors LLC to Lori L. Baldwin: 0.45 acres 
(100 X 200 X 96 X 200), Lewisburg District, Map 30 
Parcel 4. Filed Jan. 24, 2024.

For the Record
Deeds

House of Delegates
         Continued from Front Page

Senate Bill 264 could 
jeopardize the future  
of this local newspaper.
Tell your legislator to 
vote no on SB264 and 
that you want a healthy 
community paper.

Find your legislator 
at wvlegislature.gov

Protect your 
community 
newspaper

Gov. Justice announces 
approval of nearly $2M in 
recycling assistance grants

Gov. Jim Justice has announced the approval of grants 
worth $1.99 million for 22 recipients through the West 
Virginia Department of Environmental Protection’s 
REAP Recycling Assistance Grants Program. 

Grants were awarded to state solid waste authorities, 
county commissions, municipalities, private industries, 
and nonprofit organizations. Funding for the Recycling 
Assistance Grant Program is generated through the $1 
assessment fee per ton of solid waste disposed at in-state 
landfills.

Locally, the Greenbrier County Solid Waste Authority 
received $130,000 to assist with repairs to the County’s 
recycling facility, and Greenworks Recycling will re-
ceive $66,415 to assist with tilt trailers and a truck to 
support the recycling operation.

with the Senate for debate.
The week started with newly appointed Delegate 

Thomas C. Clark, R-Webster, taking the oath of office 
to represent the 48th House District just before the day’s 
floor session.

House Majority Leader Eric Householder, R-Berke-
ley, announced new leadership roles for two members 
this week. Delegate Jon Paul Hott, R-Grant, has been 
named an Assistant Majority Leader, serving in that role 
with Dean Jeffries, R-Kanawha, and Laura Kimble, R-
Harrison. Delegate Jonathan Pinson, R-Mason, has been 
tapped to serve as a Deputy Majority Whip, alongside 
Delegate Chris Pritt, R-Kanawha.

“The hard work of thoroughly deliberating important 
bills while efficiently managing our time began last ses-
sion as members of the House rolled up their sleeves to 
perform the work the people of West Virginia sent us 
here to do,” Householder said. “That level of organiza-
tion is only possible with a well-organized leadership 
structure that helps coordinate each of the many pieces 
that make up a Legislature and a legislative session.”

A total of 936 bills have been introduced in the House, 
and the deadline for bills to be introduced is Feb. 13. 
The 60-day, regular legislative session ends at midnight 
Saturday, March 9.

Gently used winter gear for all ages was also collected 
by the Knights and distributed to those in need through 
the Wellspring of Western Greenbrier; Lewisburg/Fair-
lea Food Locker, and the Family Resource Network in 
Monroe County.

Proceeds from the Lenten Fish Dinners sponsored by 
the Knights of Columbus fund the distribution of the 
new and used winter clothing and gear and toys by the 
Knights. 

The Greenbrier Valley Council Knights of Columbus 
is composed of Catholic men in Pocahontas, Greenbrier, 
Monroe and eastern Fayette counties and is assisted by 
members of the Auxiliary of the Knights.  For infor-
mation on the Knights, contact Mike Williams at 304-
645-1373 or the office of the Catholic Churches of the 
Greenbrier Valley at 304-536-1813.

USDA seeks applications to 
help WV farmers and small 
businesses venture into new 

and better markets
Program webinar will take place on Feb. 15 

for interested applicants
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Rural Development West Virginia 
State Director Ryan Thorn has an-
nounced that Rural Development is 
accepting applications for grants to 
help agricultural producers and small 
businesses maximize the value of 
their products and venture into new 
and better markets.

Rural Development is making the 
grants available under the Value-
Added Producer Grants program. 
The grants help farmers and ranchers 

USDA Rural De-
velopment WV 
State Director 
Ryan Thorn.

generate new products, create marketing opportunities, 
and increase their incomes through value-added activi-
ties.

“Helping our agricultural producers and rural small 
businesses reach new markets and maximize their prof-
its is the purpose of this grant and it can really help take 
their operations to the next level,” said Thorn. “I would 
encourage anyone that’s interested in learning more 
about this fantastic opportunity to attend our upcoming 
Value-Added Producer Grant webinar.”

The Value-Added Producer Grant Program webinar 
will take place from 10 a.m. to 12 noon on Feb. 15. 
Rural Development West Virginia staff will provide an 
overview of the program, provide insight into the appli-
cation scoring process, and answer any questions. Reg-
ister for the webinar at tinyurl.com/VAPG24.

Eligible applicants include independent producers, 
agricultural producer groups, farmer or rancher coop-
eratives, and majority-controlled producer-based busi-
ness ventures.

Rural Development may award up to $75,000 for 
planning activities or up to $250,000 for working capital 
expenses related to producing and marketing a value-
added agricultural product.

Planning activities may include conducting feasibility 
studies and developing business plans. Working capital 
expenses may include costs associated with processing, 
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Ramona Bell

Lewisburg -Ramona 
“Rikki” Bell passed away 
on New Year’s Day, 2024, 
heading to her “next star.”  
She was surrounded by 
dear friends during her 
final days. Born in Rich-
wood, WV, on Aug. 30, 
1946, she was a part of the 
Hamrick family of Nicho-
las County. With a fierce 
independence, acute intel-
lect, and a keen sense of 
truth, she moved through 
this world with a hand-
ful of grit and a heart full 
of grace. She is survived 
by her loving friends, her 
guitar Esmeralda, her cat 
Sweetpea, and a vast li-
brary of her writings and 
music. As a young woman 
she attended Petersburg 
School of Nursing where 
she began making some 
of her lifelong friendships. 

Obituaries

OPINION

Her nursing career spanned 
over 4 decades and took 
her far from her home state 
of WV. Rikki spent much 
of that time in California 
using her endless compas-
sion to care for patients as 
a surgical nurse.

Music was always her 
passion. As a child, Rikki 
loved singing and was 
often asked to perform. 
While working as a nurse 
she played guitar and per-
formed locally. She even-
tually pursued her lifelong 
dream of a musical educa-
tion; first graduating sum-
ma cum laude from Berk-
lee School of Music then 
receiving her MS from 
Vermont College of Fine 
Arts (VCFA). She became 
a singer/songwriter and 
recorded a CD of original 
songs entitled “This Curi-
ous Heart.” After gradu-
ation she continued to 
collaborate with staff at 
VCFA, composing numer-
ous string quartets and du-
ets for the violin. 

In addition to her mu-
sic, Rikki exercised her 
creative nature through 
her poetry, writings, and 
handmade quilts. Through 
her practice of meditation, 

Pilates, and yoga, she dis-
covered a deep spirituality 
coupled with an apprecia-
tion for beauty. At the time 
of her death, she was near 
completing a memoir of 
her life; a story of over-
coming a difficult child-
hood and life’s adversities. 
She was a resolute support-
er of women’s rights, and 
human rights in general. 

After moving around 
the country, the mountains 
of West Virginia even-
tually called her home 
where she spent many trea-
sured years. Rikki left us 
with these parting words: 
“When the day is done and 
gone forever, and time to 
lay this body down, I know 
a place west of Virginia, 
in the mountains of my 
home.”

Friends are invited to 
a Celebration of Life for 
Rikki, Sunday, Jan. 28 
from 2-4 p.m. at Carnegie 
Hall in the Museum Gal-
lery room. 

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
submitted the arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com.

Page Montgomery 
Murphy

Fairlea-Page Montgom-
ery Murphy, 80, passed 
away peacefully on Jan. 
20, 2024, at Peyton Hos-
pice House in Fairlea. 

Page was born Feb. 20, 
1943, in Ronceverte, the 
daughter of Guy B. and 
Ginny Montgomery. She 
was preceded in death by 
her parents and her son-
in-law, Harry Worrell of 
Salem, VA.

Page is survived by her 
husband, Robert (Bob) 
Murphy; daughter, Gin-
ger Worrell of Salem, VA; 
sons, Brent Nash (Stepha-
nie) of Clifton, VA, and 
Christopher Nash (Amy) 
of Ronceverte; grandchil-
dren, Alex Worrell, Ja-
mie Pagan, Sam Worrell, 
Hope Nash, Keenan Nash, 
Liam Nash, Julia Nash, 
and Alexis Barfield; sister, 
Gail Marshall (Bill Til-
son) of Lewisburg; nieces, 
Mary Page Nemcik (Joey) 
and Lucy Taylor (Ray); 
great-nieces, Hallie and 

Coriann Nemcik, Abby 
Taylor, and great-nephew 
Zackary Taylor.

Page graduated from 
Lewisburg High School. 
She was a nursery school-
teacher at Old Stone 
Church for years when 
her kids were little. She 
always felt happiness by 
seeing others happy and 
ventured into the restau-
rant business with Zapp’s 
located at the Old Mall. 
That business eventu-
ally turned into Food & 
Friends, which she truly 
gave her whole life to. Any 
given day you would see 
Page walking around Lew-
isburg with her side kick, 
Reilly. She loved plant-
ing and growing flowers, 
trees, shrubs and about 
anything else she could fit 
in her yard or flowerpots 
at the restaurant. That was 
truly a loved passion. No 
weed was safe if Page was 
around.

So many people were 
special to Page, from her 
girl’s lunch to her staff. 
She always loved to see 
smiling faces and she was 
the first one to give you a 
smile and ask if you were 
happy. Jeff Thomas was 
such a special friend to 
Page. We hope you know 
her appreciation and love 
for you. Eva Waid was 
Page’s main caregiver for 
years since Paige broke 
her hip. She became ev-
erything Page needed in a 

constant companion. She 
made every day for Page 
a little bit better, safer, 
and happier. We could not 
have asked for a kinder 
person. We will always 
think of you as family. To 
the ladies at Peyton Hos-
pice House, you have truly 
found your calling. We are 
forever grateful for your 
compassion and kindness.  

Page lived a full and 
happy life. She was al-
ways the life of the party 
and everyone’s friend.  
She loved long days at 
the beach in North Caro-
lina and long evenings on 
the back porch with good 
friends, family, food, and 
drinks. She loved her chil-
dren with her whole heart 
and wanted a world of 
happiness for them.  

A memorial service for 
Page will be planned at a 
later date.  

In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions can be made to 
the Peyton Hospice House 
at 1265 Maplewood Ave., 
Lewisburg, WV 24901.  

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com.

Commentary
Vannoy announces candidacy for 
House of Delegates 47th District 

My name is Roger Vannoy. I’m running for the West 
Virginia House of Delegates 47th district in Greenbrier 
County and part of Monroe County. I’m a husband, fa-
ther of two, Marine Corps veteran, Registered Nurse, 
homeowner and a member of the Greenbrier County 
Democratic Executive Committee. Our family has 
called Greenbrier County home since 2015.

 I’m running for office because I love West Virgin-
ia and I want it to be a place where my children can 
have a future. As President Kennedy once said, “the sun 
doesn’t always shine in West Virginia, but the people al-
ways do.” Having said that, our state faces real problems 
that aren’t being addressed by our state government. The 
cost of living has gone up by 17 percent in the last few 
years, making life more difficult for working families. 
College tuition costs continue to climb, bringing long-
term debt to those who pursue higher education. Fuel 
and energy prices rise each year, taking what is left of 
the working-class paycheck.

West Virginians are faced with these very real prob-
lems, yet the state Legislature focuses instead on belit-
tling transgender children, putting guns on college cam-
puses, and taking reproductive health care choices away 
from women. It’s time for a change in Charleston. If you 
send me to the West Virginia state Legislature, I’ll work 
on solutions to the problems we all face, instead of cre-
ating new ones. Remember in November and vote for 
Roger Vannoy for House of Delegates!

252 Montvue Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-645-1851

Chapel Seating For 400 Comfortably
Well Lit Parking Lot With 125 Spaces

12 Reserved For Those 
With Exceptionalities

Wheelchair Accessible – 
Modern Technology

Headstones, Markers 
and Memorials

www.morganfh.net
FB-@morganfhwv

James “ Richie” Holliday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee In Charge

West Virginia begins taking 
applications for first-ever 

Governor’s School for Tourism
Applications now open for high school freshmen and sophomores interested 

in attending and becoming official tourism ambassadors
 Gov. Jim Justice has applications are now avail-

able for freshman and sophomore high school students 
wishing to attend West Virginia’s inaugural Governor’s 
School for Tourism.

Although the popular summer educational camps 
have existed since 1984, Governor Justice is the first 
governor to host a school focused on tourism.

“I am just thrilled to launch the first-ever Governor’s 
School for Tourism,” Gov. Justice said. “With tourism 
exploding in West Virginia, it’s time to start working 
with our students to showcase all good-paying jobs 
available in this industry. The growth has been off the 
chart, and our research shows this is quickly becoming 
a high-demand field in our state. I can’t wait to meet 
with our talented students this summer as they explore 
the wide array of tourism attractions and jobs across this 
great state.”

Hosted by West Virginia University and supported by 
the West Virginia Department of Education’s Division 
of Instruction and Career Engagement, the Governor’s 
School for Tourism will provide students a 10-day, 
hands-on learning tour of the Mountain State. Addi-
tionally, these budding industry ambassadors will visit 
many of the state’s travel regions and meet with dozens 
of industry professionals who will offer a glimpse into 
the variety of sectors within tourism. This includes out-
door recreation, arts and culture, hospitality and lodg-
ing, and culinary arts. This program is provided at no 
cost to students or families. 

The Governor’s School for Tourism will accept one 
freshman or sophomore student from each county, as 
well as one student from each of the state’s five char-
ter schools and a student from the West Virginia School 
for the Deaf and the Blind. The Governor’s Schools of 
West Virginia programs undergo a stringent application 
process to secure a spot in programs taught by esteemed 
college faculty. State funds provide tuition, room, board, 
activities, and instructional materials for each student.

“I want to thank the Governor for his leadership and 
for allowing us to provide this incredible opportunity to 
our students. Tourism is among the cornerstones of our 
economy, and this School is a phenomenal addition to 
our summer residential learning offerings,” State Super-
intendent of Schools Michele L. Blatt said. “The format 
of the Governor’s School for Tourism turns our state into 
a learning laboratory because industry professionals and 
academic leaders across the state engage students with 

experiential learning. Students selected will never for-
get this experience, and I can’t wait to get out and see 
them on our Country Roads.”

While on the tour, students will have the opportunity 
to experience their home state as visitors and help the 
Tourism Department develop new promotional strate-
gies to be used in the following year. After completing 
the program, students will serve as the Governor’s of-
ficial tourism ambassadors for the year following their 
participation in the School. As ambassadors, they will 
work throughout the year with the Department of Tour-
ism as local content creators and liaisons to the Depart-
ment’s marketing team. 

“I can never thank Governor Justice enough for this 
incredible opportunity. With West Virginia tourism 
growing at a record-breaking pace, it’s vital that we 
start making sure students are aware of the amazing 
opportunities available to them right here at home. The 
first-ever Governor’s School for Tourism is the perfect 
opportunity,” West Virginia Tourism Secretary Chelsea 
Ruby said. “We’ve discovered that so many students 
haven’t been able to explore West Virginia and aren’t 
aware of the employment opportunities that await them. 
We are thrilled to have this opportunity to showcase this 
firsthand to students from across the state, while also 
giving them an opportunity to become official tourism 
ambassadors.”

The curriculum and educational components will 
be led by West Virginia University’s esteemed Hardy 
Family Hospitality and Tourism Management program 
within the John Chambers College of Business. Aca-
demic professionals from the Brad and Alys Smith Out-
door Economic Development Collaborative will also be 
integral in planning, development of curriculum, and 
hands-on learning. 

“Tourism is a significant and growing part of our state 
economy,” Josh Hall, Milan Puskar Dean of WVU’s 
John Chambers College of Business and Economics, 
said. “West Virginia University is proud to partner with 
the Governor’s Office on a program that will expose 
students to the unique opportunities in the tourism in-
dustry in our state and open their minds to the possibili-
ties of how they can contribute to it.”

Learn more or apply on the West Virginia Department 
of Education’s website. The deadline for applications is 
Friday, Apr. 26, 2024. Roger Vannoy

Letter to the Editor
Laws are made to be broken. Street signs are made to be ignored.

Mayor Beverly White,
City Manager Misty Hill,
Owner - Bella The Corner Gourmet,
Editor - Mountain Messenger:
There is only one “permanent” solution to prevent 

the next truck from cutting the corner too close - south-
bound traffic on 219 meeds to stop 20 to 30 feet short of 

the intersection to allow even trucks over 50 ft. to make 
a right-hand turn without scraping the corner of Bella’s.

I am not a highway engineer but I’m sure the Depart-
ment of Highways would be able to easily determine the 
number of feet an “auxiliary” stop light would have to be 
placed “north” of the intersection.

The existing stop lights would remain and pedestrians 

would be able to cross without change.
P.S. I’m sure consideration is being to some type of 

solar light to illuminate the existing sign. Certainly, a 
good idea but not a 100% guarantee that some future 
truck driver will be distracted and try to make the turn in 
violation of the 50 ft. rule.

I’m sure we have all run a red light or stop sign by 
“mistake.” Truck drivers are no exception.

Terry Wodder
304-661-1597

terrywodder225@gmail.com
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Church Bulletin  
Free Concert at Lewisburg Seventh-
Day Adventist Church  
Jaime Jorge will perform one night on Tuesday, Jan. 
23, at 7 p.m. at the Lewisburg Seventh-Day Adven-
tist Church as part of his Here I Am To Worship 
concert tour. This event is free and open to the pub-
lic. The Lewisburg Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
is located at 1019 Court Street North in Lewisburg.

Feed the Need program donates chest 
freezer to Wellspring of Greenbrier

At the annual Greenbrier Valley Board Of Realtors 
Feed The Need Food Pantry Directors meeting in De-
cember, Robert Bittinger Jr., FTN Chairman, asked if 
any of the directors would have a wish list item that they 
might be able to assist with.  Abby Spangler, co-director 
of Wellspring Of Greenbrier Inc., mentioned that they 
really had a need for more freezer space, and that it 
would assist them in obtaining more meat products and 
frozen foods. 

Robert Bittinger Jr. (left), GVBOR Feed The Need Chairman, and Josiah Spangler and Abby 
Spangler, Co-Directors of Wellspring Of Greenbrier Inc.

On Jan. 18, that wish was fulfilled.  Robert states that 
it is a real honor to assist those that assist so many in 
our local community. “We, the GVBOR, are very proud 
to be associated with the Spanglers and Wellspring Of 
Greenbrier Inc.”

Wellspring Of Greenbrier Inc. is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides diverse support services and programs 
to uplift our community.

Greenbrier County 4-H announces annual 4-H 
Venison Contest, Bingo and Auction

Greenbrier County 4-H will host their 19th annual 
4-H Venison Contest, Bingo, and Auction on Saturday, 
Feb. 24 at the West Virginia Building at the State Fair of 
West Virginia.

Funds raised will be used to help fund the 2024 Green-
brier County 4-H Camp. The fundraiser allows for lower 
camp fees for campers, while providing them with a fun, 
educational, and exciting week at camp. Our campers 
take a variety of classes at camp ranging to crafts, rec-
reation, cooking, and opportunities to learn more about 
nature. Campers not only learn more about themselves, 
but also learn leadership skills they will carry with them 
into adulthood.  Youth leave camp feeling empowered 
and with new friendships that can last a lifetime. This 
event makes our camp more accessible to the youth of 
Greenbrier County.  

There will be many activities available on Feb. 24. 
The day will start at 1 p.m., when entries for the Venison 
Contest can be dropped off. The Venison Contest has a 
$10 entry fee. Participants are to prepare their best veni-
son dish, create a visual pleasing presentation for their 
dish, and bring a typed copy of the recipe. The Venison 

Christopher Wood (left), Remington Hefner, Bridgette Altizer, Hailey Elmore, and Paige Altizer

Contest has a $10 entry fee, and entry forms must be re-
turned to the Greenbrier County WVU Extension Office 
by Friday, Feb. 16. There are two age divisions - adult 
and youth. In each division, first place will receive $100, 
second place will receive $50, and third place will re-
ceive $30. Judging of entries will begin at 2 p.m.  

Our Bingo will start at 2:30 p.m. We will have a va-
riety of prizes for this event. We will have 17 bingo 
games. Tickets can be purchased in advance for $25. 
Tickets purchased at the door will be $30. We will end 
the day with a live auction at 4:30 p.m. following the 
bingo games. We will be auctioning a variety items. We 
are also seeking donations from businesses and individ-
uals for bingo prizes and auction items.

There will be a concession stand at the event, and we 
will provide activities for children throughout the day.

If you would like to purchase bingo tickets, enter the 
venison contest, or donate items for this event, please 
call the Greenbrier County WVU Extension Office at 
304-647-7408 for more information. You can also find 
us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/p/Green-
brier-County-4-H-100069265125335/.

West Virginia DMV implements Digital Vehicle 
Registration and Mobile ID

Gov. Jim Justice announced that the West Virginia Di-
vision of Motor Vehicles (DMV) is expanding their dig-
ital-focused services with two exciting new initiatives: 
digital vehicle registration cards and the West Virginia 
Mobile ID.

Starting today, West Virginians renewing their vehicle 
registration online can opt for a secure digital registra-
tion card stored in their smartphone wallet. This free 
service offers immediate access to vehicle information, 
eliminating the need to rummage through glove com-
partments or worry about misplaced cards.

“This is a major step forward for the DMV and for 
West Virginia residents,” Gov. Justice said. “It’s conve-
nient and secure, which is what we strive for in state 
government.”

The DMV is also developing the West Virginia Mo-
bile ID, a digital driver’s license and ID card accessible 
on your phone. This innovative program, expected to 
launch in Spring 2024, will allow secure and easy iden-
tification at participating businesses and government 
agencies.

“The Mobile ID will be a game-changer,” DMV Com-
missioner Everett Frazier said. “It’s secure, convenient, 
and puts the power of your ID right at your fingertips.”

The DMV is collaborating with law enforcement and 
industry leader IDEMIA to ensure the seamless integra-
tion of both initiatives. While digital options are readily 
accepted within West Virginia, carrying a physical reg-
istration card remains advisable for out-of-state travel or 
areas with limited cell service.

“These advancements align with the DMV’s ongoing 
commitment to digitalization,” Commissioner Frazier 
added. “We’re partnering with Tyler Technologies to 
make the DMV experience faster, easier, and more ac-
cessible for everyone. This is just the start of exciting 
things to come for West Virginia residents.”

West Virginians can experience the convenience of 
digital vehicle registration today by renewing their reg-
istration online through the DMV’s Self-Service Portal. 
After the transaction is completed, a link to download 
the digital registration card to the user’s device will be 
included in the confirmation email. Once downloaded, 
residents can access the digital vehicle registration card 
in their Apple or Google wallet. They will also receive 
a registration card in PDF format and a paper copy with 
their registration decal in the mail. 

The DMV will keep the public informed as updates to 
these new programs are available.

marketing, advertising, inventory and salaries.
Rural Development is particularly interested in appli-

cations that will advance Biden Administration priori-
ties to: 

• Reduce climate pollution and increase resilience to 
the impacts of climate change through economic sup-
port to rural communities.

• Ensure all rural residents have equitable access to 
Rural Development (RD) programs and benefits from 
RD-funded projects; and

• Help rural communities recover economically 
through more and better market opportunities and 
through improved infrastructure.

Paper applications must be postmarked and delivered 
by mail, email or in person to the USDA state office 
where the project is proposed by close of business on 
Apr. 16. Electronic applications will be accepted via 
Grants.gov until 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on Apr. 11.

Additional information is available on page 2919 of 
the Jan. 17 Federal Register or by contacting your local 
USDA Rural Development office.

To subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates in 
West Virginia, visit the GovDelivery subscriber page.
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatchers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 

IVS 1-855-656-0296

SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
En-joy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE 
networks, no contracts, easy installa-
tion, and da-ta plans up to 300 GB. Call 
844-230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Stand-ard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for 
those that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bo-nus offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& han-dling. Call Maxsip Telecom to-
day! 1-833-317-1335

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 

from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced de-bris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Pub-lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 
or visit dorrancein-fo.com/WV

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301 

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physi-cians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
war-ranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

All Positions Available
Cooks • Dishwashers

Wait Staff
Please apply in person.

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg • 304.645.2723

Robert’s Tree Service
Tree Trimming & Removal • Shrub Trimming 

• Lot Clearing • Light Excavation Work
• Driveway Maintenance & Repair

Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties
FREE ESTIMATES! • DISCOUNTS FOR SENIORS

STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
Frankford, WV • (304) 661-4086

robertstreeservicewv@gmail.com
Accepting all major credit cards

LICENSED & INSURED

Tree Trimming & Removal  • Shrub Trimming
Lot Clearing • Light Excavation Work

Bucket Truck Service • Chipper Service

FREE ESTIMATES! • DISCOUNTS FOR VETERANS & SENIORS

Roberts’ Tree Service

WV 2271-9538

www.mountainmessenger.com

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E

3344 Houfnaggle Road Lewisburg, WV 24901 • 304-645-1304

FOUR SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM:

5’ x 10’ – $35/mo.
10’ x 10’ – $55/mo.

10’ x 15’ – $65/mo.
10’ x 20’ – $75/mo.

$40/mo.
$60/mo.

$70/mo.
$80/mo.

LOG CABIN 

OPEN HOUSE
445 Randolph Street East (Behind Post Office)

Lewisburg

Saturday, April 27 • 1:00 - 4:00 PM
304-520-5822

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
Office Hours M-F 8-4.

304-466-5299

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
Office Hours M-F 8-4.

304-466-5299

Regardless of Age.
,

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

Need To Advertise: Contact Debra: debra@mountainmedianews.com
Have Legals? Email them to legalads@mountainmedianews.com

HAVE LEGALS? EMAIL THEM TO 
 legalads@mountainmedianews.com

Dutch Haus Restaurant
PUBLIC WELCOME AT NEW LOCATION!
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Open 7 Days A Week 11 am - 9 pm • 304.645.2723

BEST
STEAKS

IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

St. Louis Style

NOW SERVING ALCOHOL, BEER & WINE!
Open Sat. and Sun. For Breakfast Beginning at 8:30 a.m.

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Crab Cakes
Served with potato, vegetable, salad & bread.

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Mon - Fri 11 am-9 pm, Sat & Sun 8:30 am-9 pm • 304.645.2723

visit u
s online at 

w
w

w.m
ountain

m
essenger.com

Lory Mae Dale
BOOKKEEPING 
& TAX SERVICE

Serving The Area Since 1986

All Tax Forms
Arbuckle Lane, Lewisburg, WV

304-645-6037
Office Hours: 10 AM - 6 PM

HELP WANTED
CAREGIVER

Looking for someone caring, understanding, 
compassionate and trustworthy to stay various 

shifts with elderly woman with dementia. 
Mainly to provide company and supervision. Very 

light cooking may be required. Monroe County. 
60+ preferably. References required.
Please contact us at 304.667.7265  or

julie@mountainmedianews.com, 304.520.4062.

3-year price guarantee requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment 
and covers core programming, local networks, and equipment. All 
packages, programming, and offers are subject to change without notice.  
Local blackouts and other restrictions apply. Streaming apps require 
separate subscription.
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LEGAL
Legal 3 col x 4-1/2”
0113 0120 0127

(Cert. No. 132257 WVTJ LLC)
To: TACY ANN PATTERSON, TERA ANN PATTERSON, TERRY WAYNE PATTERSON JR, CHRIS-

TINA MICHELLE PATTERSON VEAL, JOSHUA DALE BENTON, TERRY INEZ PITTS, TERRY 
WAYNE PATTERSON JR, TERA PATTERSON, TACY PATTERSON, IRS ATTN ADVISORY CON-
SOLIDATED RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, represen-
tatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienhold-
ers, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that 
may have any interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT MEADOW BLUFF  MAP 54C  PARCEL 0073 00000000
You will take notice that WVTJ LLC, the purchaser of the following real estate, Certificate No. 132257, 

located in MEADOW BLUFF District, 1.47 A. MEADOWS (2019) 1.47 AC CROSIER RD FROM PAT-
TERSON/DEP COMM (2021) MEADOWS which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name 
of PATTERSON TERRY FACEMIRE JAMES A (2021), and was sold by the deputy commissioner of 
delinquent and nonentered lands of Greenbrier County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on 12/06/2022. 
WVTJ LLC requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after 3/15/2024, as 
provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or 
before 3/15/2024 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the sale, with interest, $ 788.12
to 3/15/2024 
Amount of taxes paid on the property, since the sale, with interest to 3/15/2024   $ 0.00 
Amount paid for Title Examination and preparation of the list to be served and  $ 2852.80
for preparation and service of notice with interest to 3/15/2024. 
Additional Statutory Fees with interest to 3/15/2024. $ 0.00
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff - cashier check, money order, certified or personal $ 3640.92
check must be made payable to The Honorable Bruce Sloan, Sheriff of Greenbrier County.
You may redeem at any time before 3/15/2024, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
Given under my hand 1/8/2024
G. Russell Rollyson Jr.
G. Russell Rollyson Jr.
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of Greenbrier County,
State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-118
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

HAVE LEGALS? 
EMAIL THEM TO 

 legalads@mountainmedianews.com

LEGALLegal 2 col x 3-3/4”
0127 0203

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF GREENBRIER COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

In Re: The Matter of,
MARTA LIDIA HERNANDEZ NUNEZ,
 Petitioner,  Civil Action No. 23-D-219
LUIS EUCEDA UMANA, Judge
 Respondent.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
This day the Court considered Paul Saluja, Counsel for Petitioner, 

Martha Lidia Hernandez Nunez’s Motion to Publish Order of Publica-
tion for the Hearing.

 For reasons set forth in Motion and for good-cause shown, the 
Court hereby ORDERS  that Counsel, Paul Saluja, shall be permitted 
to submit an Order of Publication to the local newspapers to serve as 
notice in this matter.

The Clerk is directed to forward copies of this order to counsel of 
record whose addresses appear below.

Paul Saluja Esq., Saluja Law Offices, PLLC., PO Box 3856, 
Charleston, WV 25338

ENTERED: January 18. 2024
  

Dear Readers,  
As exciting project is coming to this 

area! Boy Scout Troop 70 and Montwell 
Commons are collaborating to meet 
the Trex Challenge - recycling 1,000 
pounds of #2 and #4 plastic film over 
the next year. Cole Morgan of Renick, 
an Eagle Scout candidate, is organiz-
ing this as his community service proj-
ect with the support of all the Scouts 
of Troop 70. At the end of a year, if 
the Scouts have met the goal of 1,000 
pounds of plastic, Trex will donate 
a composite park bench to Montwell 
Commons that will be placed along one 
of the walking paths.

A large recycle bin has been set up 
on Amy’s Market porch at Montwell 
Commons, so just drop all clean and 
dry plastics and plastic film in the bin. 
Grocery and bread bags, Ziploc bags, 
bubble wrap, overwraps for bottled wa-
ter and paper towels, produce bags and 
newspaper sleeves are all acceptable. 
If there is no recycle number, a quick 
test is stretching the plastic over your 
thumbnail. If it stretches, it’s good for 
recycling. Let’s all get behind this won-
derful project of the Scouts and Mont-
well Commons and help them achieve 
their goal of 1,000 pounds of plastic.

TrexCompany, Inc. is the largest 
manufacturer of high-performance, 
low maintenance, eco-friendly out-
door living products and the world’s 
#1 brand of wood-alternative deck-
ing. Their eco-friendly recycled plastic 
composite decking is made from 95% 
recycled plastic film and reclaimed 
sawdust. Every year, Trex repurposes 
more than one billion pounds of poly-
ethylene (PE) and more than 400 mil-
lion pounds of plastic film. The average 
500-square foot composite Trex deck 

contains 140,000 recycled bags!  With 
the help of the company’s community 
and school recycling programs, Trex 
diverts millions of pounds of plastic 
waste from local landfills.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Can amber-colored empty prescrip-

tion bottles be recycled? 
Reader
Dear Reader,
Thanks for the question. Prescrip-

tion medicine bottles are made of #5 
plastic and are not recyclable, nor are 
they biodegradable. Before you throw 
the bottles in the trash, be sure to black 
out your personal information to pro-
tect your identity. Left over or unused 
pills should be returned to the pharma-
cy or put in the designated box at the 
courthouse for proper disposal. Pills 
should never be flushed down the toilet 
or mixed with coffee grounds and put 
in the garbage. According to Recycle 
Nation, even the best sewage treat-
ment plants will not remove all pre-
scription medications from the water 
before it is discharged into rivers and 
streams. Drugs can affect fish and other 
wildlife and they will eventually make 
their way back into human consump-
tion. The website, goodrx.com/drugs/
medications-basics has some excellent 
information on correct disposal of med-
ications, repurposing these bottles, and 
a prescription paper pill bottle that is 
promising alternative to the propylene 
prescription bottles.

Have questions about recycling, or 
interesting information about recy-
cling? Send questions or requests to 
grecycle450@gmail.com. Dear Re-
cycle Lady is sponsored jointly by 
the Greenbrier Recycling Center and 
Greenworks Recycling.

Greenbrier East High School 
Wrestlers of the Week 

Name: The whole wrestling team
Grade: 9 thru 12
G.P.A.: 3.75 (Team Average)
Current Dual Record: 28 - 12
Parents: The whole community
Hometown: Greenbrier County
Favorite Wrestler(s): U.S.A. Olym-

pic Wrestling Team
Favorite Quote: “No one can make 

you feel inferior without your consent, 
So, believe in yourself because we be-
lieve in you!”

Began Wrestling: November 11 (first 
day of practice)

Past Accomplishments: REGION 3 
Dual Team State Qualifiers- first time 

in school history
Why We Wrestle: “PROUD to rep-

resent Greenbrier East High School 
throughout the state.

Coach’s Comments: “We had a really 
big week, with wrestlers being banged 
up and sick, but the team stepped up 
and beat St. Albans (#8 in the State) 
and Riverside (a team that beat us ear-
lier this season). We are so proud of 
this team and IT’S GREAT TO BE A 
SPARTAN!”

Miluk Humor: (I’m getting old.) 
“When I say, ‘The other day,’ I could be 
referring to any time between yesterday 
and 15 years ago.”  TRUTH!

Aademy
LEWISBURG, W. VA.

A Þrst-class Preparatory School for
BỘYS. In a beautiful grove,with Þne
campus.
No saloons in town. Healthful lo-

cation, 2,250 feet above tide.
Best Christian inßuences.
Prepares for college or business.
Experienced instructors.
Specialclasses for teachers in Spring.
Fall term8, 18 weeks, opens Septem-

ber 15th.
JAMES M. LEE, A. M.,

Sept. 3-tt. Principal.

By William “Skip” Deegans
Had it not been for James McMillan Lee, 

Lewisburg would probably not be the home of 
the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medi-
cine. Major J. M. Lee, 41, came to Lewisburg 
in 1896 to start a private school he named the 
Lee Military Academy. An 1878 graduate of the 
State University of West Virginia (WVU) and 
professor there, Lee was a prominent educator 
by the time he reached Lewisburg. He had been 
the principal of Linsly Institute at Wheeling and 
Superintendent of Huntington schools.

Lee procured four acres of land that was 
part of the old Greenbrier Agricultural Soci-
ety fairgrounds along what is now Lee Street. 
The Greenbrier Independent described the site 
as “located in a fine grove of stately oaks” and 
situated in the “eastern suburbs of our town.” 
Lee immediately dispatched William L. Wet-
zel, a contractor, to begin constructing a school 
house. Annual tuition at the school was set at 
$50 and $30 according to grade. Board, includ-
ing lodging and fuel, could be had for $10-15 
a month.

Evidently, classes began in the town hall but 
the students moved into the new building in Oc-
tober 1896. The building was described by The 
Greenbrier Independent as “the best construct-
ed house put up in our town in years, with four 
elegant school rooms which are as handsome 
as we ever saw in a college building.” That fall 
the school fielded a football team, and in what 
may have been their first game, Lee Military 

Academy defeated Allegheny Collegiate Insti-
tute cadets in Alderson 58 to 0. The Greenbrier 
Independent noted, “The Alderson boys played 
pluckily, but were lacking in size and weight 
and were therefore at great disadvantage.”

Lee Academy was short-lived, and the 
school was taken over by the Greenbrier Pres-
bytery and renamed the Greenbrier Presbyte-
rial Military School. This school evolved into 
Greenbrier Military School that closed in 1972, 
and its facilities were absorbed by the Green-
brier College of Osteopathic Medicine, the 
forerunner of the West Virginia School of Os-
teopathic Medicine.

Shown in the above 1884 photo is Comman-
dant Major James M. Lee (far right standing) 
of the WVU cadets. The Lee Military Academy 
advertisement is the first one placed for the 
school in The Greenbrier Independent.

Photo: Courtesy of the West Virginia 
University Regional History Center.
Sources: The Greenbrier Independent, 
The Wheeling Daily Intelligencer, The 
Pittsburgh Post, The Journal of The 
Greenbrier Historical Society (2011).
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South Eastern 
Beekeepers Association

Offering A Six Week 
Beginner Beekeeping Course
Tuesdays, 6:30 PM-8:30 PM

Starting February 13th
Greenbrier Hall

New River Community and Technical College
Lewisburg, WV

A $30 fee covers the entire six week course.

Please Call With Any Questions
Carie Ortman 304-992-1052
Rick Forren 304-539-1303

WV Wrestling Dual Team 
State Championship coming 

to Fairlea in February
The 5th annual West Virginia Wrestling 

Dual Team State Championship will be held 
on Feb. 2 and 3 at the West Virginia State Fair-
grounds in Fairlea. The top teams from every 
region in the state wrestled qualifying matches 
to be in the State Championship, ensuring we 
get the very best team to compete for West 
Virginia Dual Team State Champion-- the first 
WV State Scholastic Championship to be held 
in WV each year.

Once again the tournament will consist of 
the top eight teams from both AAA and AA in 
each region. Teams who have qualified thus far 
are:

AAA - Parkersburg South High School, 
Ripley High School, Greenbrier East High 
School, Spring Mills High School, and Mus-
selman High School.

AA -  Point Pleasant High School, Fairmont 
Senior High School, Oak Glen High School, 
and Williamstown High School.

This event is endorsed by WVSSAC and 
sponsored by the West Virginia Wrestling 
Coaches Association, and is the premier Dual 
Team Championship in the State of West Vir-
ginia. Over 300 West Virginia High School 
wrestlers will be competing, and over 1,000 
spectators and fans from across the state to vis-
it Greenbrier County for this two-day Cham-
pionship event. Previous Dual Team State 
Championship participants have included 
individual state champions, High School All-
Americans, Academic All-Americans, future 
college All-Americans, and Wrestling Hall of 
Fame Coaches. This event will be broadcast 
live worldwide on Flowrestling.com.

Sea Dragons set personal bests 
at WV Winter Wonderland Invite

The Greenbrier Sea Dragons attended 
the WV Winter Wonderland Invite hosted 
by Mountain State Storm in Bridgeport 
on Jan. 7. The Sea Dragons had 26 per-
sonal best times and six first-time swims. 

The most improved swimmers were Ti-
anna Allen and Avery Hodges-McGuffin, 
whose times dropped by over 15 percent. 
The following swimmers set new team 

records in their competition categories: 
Emily Hobbs (100Y IM), Zoey Hobb 
(100Y Free), Avery Hodges-McGuffin 
(100Y and 200Y Free, 50Y Fly), Dolly 
Knight (100Y Back), and Adelyn Wal-
lington (100Y and 200Y Back). 

The next swim meet for the Sea Drag-
ons is on Saturday, Feb. 3, at 9 a.m. at the 
Greenbrier Valley Aquatic Center. 

Greenbrier Valley EDC hosts 
BUILD WV informational sessions
After receiving two 

BUILD WV designa-
tions in the region, the 
Greenbrier Valley EDC 
and its partners are of-
fering two chances for 
developers and inter-
ested parties to learn 
more about the pro-
gram on Tuesday, Feb. 
6. Meghan Smith with 
the WV Department 
of Economic Develop-
ment will present pro-
gram specifics and can 
answer questions about 
projects.

• Lewisburg: 10 a.m. 
Greenbrier Valley As-
cend Office, 774 Court 
Street

• Marlinton: 2 p.m. 
at the Wellness Center, 
320 9th Street

The Build WV Act 
was created to encour-
age housing develop-
ment by offering in-
centives in designated 
Build WV districts. The 
Greenbrier Valley in-
cludes two certified dis-
tricts, that include most 
of Greenbrier and Poca-
hontas Counties and 
part of Monroe County. 

According to the Build 
WV Code (WV §5B-2L-
16), projects eligible for 
the BUILD WV Act will 
be located in a certified 
district: include at least 
six residential units or 
houses OR generate ap-
proved costs in excess 
of $3,000,000: create a 
significant and positive 

economic impact on the 
state; improve opportu-
nities for commercial 
businesses and provide 
additional employment 
opportunities. Qualify-
ing projects within the 
district are eligible to 
receive a sales tax ex-
emption for building 
materials as well as a 
10-year property value 
adjustment refund-
able tax credit to offset 
building costs.

BUILD WV Act was 
passed by Legislature 
in 2022 and expanded in 
2023. Interested housing 
developers are encour-
aged to RSVP to one 
of the events by calling 

304-497-4300 or regis-
tering online at https://
bit.ly/BuildWVGreen-
brier for the 10 a.m. 
meeting and https://bit.
ly/BuildWVPocahon-
tas for the 2 p.m. meet-
ing. Refreshments will 
be provided. The event 
is free and open to the 
public. 

Greenbrier Valley 
EDC would like to thank 
Ascend WV, the Poca-
hontas County CVB, 
and the WV Department 
of Economic Develop-
ment, who have been 
instrumental in support-
ing this program and 
bringing information to 
our communities.
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www.greenbriervalleyfitness.com

GREEENBRIER VALLEY 
FITNESS

THE GIFT THAT
KEEPS ON GIVING

– Your Community,
– Your Family
– Your Interest
– Your Home
Give the Gift of a 
Subscription to the 
Mountain Messenger.

In-depth Coverage of 
Local News, Lifestyle 
Features & More!

Call Now! 304-647-5724 or Order Online!
www.mountainmessenger.com

Greenbrier Valley Theatre 57th Season announced
2024 brings five Mainstage shows to GVT

Greenbrier Valley Theatre (GVT), 
The State Professional Theatre of West 
Virginia is preparing for a brand new 
season of live theatre. After a very suc-
cessful 2023 season, which included 
closing with three sold-out productions, 
GVT is celebrating 57 Seasons of Live 
Entertainment with an exciting season 
of crowd-pleasing plays and musicals 
for the whole family.

The season will kick off by inviting 
everyone to pull out their deerstalker 
cap and magnifying glass with Ken Lud-
wig’s Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes 
Mystery. Holmes and Watson are on the 
case in Ludwig’s murderously funny 
adaptation of Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
classic The Hound of the Baskerville.

Weaving music into the season will 
see the beautiful classic Some En-
chanted Evening - The Songs of Rodg-
ers & Hammerstein, as well as rock ‘n 

roll with Million Dollar Quartet. Some 
Enchanted Evening is an enthralling 
revue of some of Rodgers & Hammer-
stein’s most memorable works that will 
delight all R&H fans. Million Dollar 
Quartet tells the story of the night that 
rock ‘n roll changed forever when fate 
brought Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, 
Carl Perkins and Elvis Presley together 
at Sun Records in Memphis for what 
would be one of the greatest jam ses-

sions ever.
Rounding out the fall will be produc-

tions of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
followed by A Tuna Christmas. This 
new adaptation by John Heimbuch and 
Jon Ferguson offers a dynamic ensem-
ble-based retelling of the famous Wash-
ington Irving short story in a spooktac-
ular, crowd-pleasing theatrical event. 

A Tuna Christmas is the hilarious 
sequel to Ed Howard, Joe Sears and 

Jaston Williams’ cult favorite Greater 
Tuna. It’s Christmastime in Tuna, the 
third-smallest town in Texas. Various 
Yuletide shenanigans are happening in 
town and over 20 colorful Tuna deni-
zens - all played by two actors - paint 
an elaborate and humorous portrait of 
stereotypes in small towns of the South.

Greenbrier Valley Theatre looks for-
ward to producing a number of great 
works this year, including the Al Jeter 
Music Series, the continuation of The 
Met Live in HD Series, and our part in 
the countywide collaboration on The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame. GVT is 
sure to bring something for everyone 
to the stage this year. Early Bird season 
tickets go on sale Feb. 13, and individ-
ual tickets go on sale Mar. 18. Please 
visit gvtheatre.org or call 304-645-3838 
for more information, show ratings, or 
ticket pricing.

Lawmakers  
are putting 

your 
newspaper
in danger.

A bill in the Legislature 
could spell the end of your 
community newspaper — and 
your access to public notices.
Call your legislator and tell 
them to vote against Senate 
Bill 264.Tell them you want 
to keep your community 
newspaper healthy.

Find your 
legislator at 
wvlegislature.gov

Carnegie Hall’s Museum Gallery features Jim Costa and Builder Levy
Carnegie Hall’s January/February Exhibits continue with 

three galleries featuring the works of regional artists. The 
Museum Gallery (adjacent to the Hamilton Auditorium) will 
house a collaborative exhibit of work by Jim Costa and Build-
er Levy titled Down In A Hole: Coal mining in Appalachia.

Featuring photography by Builder Levy and contextual his-
torical items provided by Jim Costa, the exhibit Down in a 
Hole: Coal Mining in Appalachia provides an intimate glimpse 
of the day to day lives lived under the perpetual coat of coal 
dust and between the seams of the coal mines of Appalachia.

Levy’s detailed black and white photography, taken pri-
marily from his collection Appalachia USA, goes beyond 
the stock photo tropes of heavy machinery and impossible to 
imagine out-scaled topographical views, to bring the viewer 
in close, eye to eye with the lined and resilient faces of those 
whose daily labor not only fed their own families, but fueled 
the industry of an entire nation. 

Interspersed between the photos are the actual tools of the 
trade, from early 20th century carbide lamps and blasting 
squibs, to the pickaxes and shovels whose handles are still 
stained by the sweat of the men and women that labored over 
them. Carefully curated over decades by Jim Costa, these his-
torical items lend the viewer real life context- the kind of con-
text that has heft and weight and bears the memory of years 
spent bent over, underground, and in the dark.

Builder Levy was born in Tampa, FL, raised in Brooklyn, 
NY, and currently lives in New York City. Initially thinking of 
himself as an abstract expressionist painter and sculptor, Levy 
majored in art at Brooklyn College, where he studied paint-
ing with Ad Reinhardt, art history with Milton Brown, and 
photography with Walter Rosenblum (a leader of the Photo 
League in 1940s and early 1950s). 

Levy earned a master’s degree in art education at NYU, 
where he did metal welding junk sculpture, and incorporated 
the study of the FSA photography program, the Photo League, 

and the Kamoinge Workshop (whose founding director was 
Roy DeCarava). In addition, Levy’s work with at-risk teens, 
as a New York City Teacher for 35 years, enriched his life and 
his vision.

Levy’s photography earned him fellowships from the John 
Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, Alicia Patterson 
Foundation, National Endowment of the Arts, Puffin Founda-
tion, a Furthermore publication grant, two commissions from 
the Appalachian College Association and, in 2019, a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Brooklyn College Alumni As-
sociation.

The four hard-covered books of his photographs are: Im-
ages of Appalachian Coalfields, foreword by Cornell Capa; 
Builder Levy Photographer, introduction by Naomi Rosen-
blum; Appalachia USA, foreword by Denise Giardina; and 
Humanity in the Streets: New York City, 1960s–1980s, fore-
word by Deborah Willis.

More than 80 collections contain Builder Levy’s photo-
graphs, including that of Sir Elton John, Nion McEvoy, In-
ternational Center of Photography, High Museum of Art, 
Brooklyn Museum, Chrysler Museum of Art, John and Mable 
Ringling Museum of Art, Smithsonian NMAAHC, Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston, Museum of the City of New York, Hun-
tington Museum of Art, Victoria and Albert Museum, Ruhr-
land Museum, and Bibliotheque Nationale.

Levy is currently working on a book (his fifth) of his new 
millennium demonstration photographs, including those of the 
recent Black Lives Matter and anti-Asian hate protests, justice 
marches for women, LGBTQ, immigrants, workers, the envi-
ronment and against climate change; along with his civil rights 
and peace demonstrations work of the 1960s.

Jim Costa is a native of Summers County, and an accom-
plished traditional musician and storyteller. He is well known 
throughout West Virginia as a musician, playing the fiddle and 
banjo, singing, and instructing classes in traditional mountain 

music across the state. 
Costa is also an avid collector and expert of 18th and 19th 

century farm tools and objects of rural life, including Ham-
mons family fiddles, spinning wheels, cast iron cookware, 
and blacksmith tools. Costa has been building this collection 
throughout his life, and he restores many of the old tools and 
instruments himself. In addition to his public presentations on 
music and material culture, Costa appeared in the 1987 John 
Sayles film Matewan.

The exhibits are free and open to the public, Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and run through the end of 
February. For more information, please visit carnegiehallwv.
org, call 304-645-7917, or stop by the Hall at 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg.

Carnegie Hall programs are presented with financial assis-
tance through a grant from the WV Department of Arts, Cul-
ture and History and the National Endowment for the Arts, 
with approval from the WV Commission on the Arts.

“Down In A Hole: Coal mining in Appalachia” a col-
laborative exhibit by Builder Levy and Jim Costa 
in Carnegie Hall’s Museum Gallery until the end of 
February.

THANK YOU FOR READING
THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER
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Includes Chaise & Power Recliner
England 5 Piece Sectional

Regular $5,999

CLEARANCE $1,999 SAVE $4,000

With Padded Footboard and Wood Rails

Vaughan-Bassett 
Upholstered Queen Bed

Regular $1,099

CLEARANCE $299 SAVE $800

Includes Table and Six Chairs

Elements “Nathan” 7 Piece 
Gray Dining Set

Regular $1,699

CLEARANCE $777 SAVE $922

Best “Caitlin” Power Rocker Recliner
Regular $799

CLEARANCE $399 SAVE $400

With Corsicana 12” Pillow Top Hybrid Mattress 1 Firm 1 Plush
Rize Clarity King Spit Adjustable Base

Regular $2,599

CLEARANCE $1,599 SAVE $1,000

Includes Queen Sleigh Bed, Dresser, Mirror, Chest & Nightstand

Elements “Shenandoah” 
Oak Finish Bedroom Suite

Regular $3,699

CLEARANCE $1,499 SAVE $2,200

With Power Tilt Headrest
Morris Sofa Leather Power Recliner

Regular $1,899

Regular $1,799

CLEARANCE $599

CLEARANCE $499

SAVE $1,300

SAVE $1,300

Matching Rocker Recliner

Best “Leya” Manual Reclining Sofa
Regular $1,899

Regular $999

CLEARANCE $799

CLEARANCE $499

SAVE $1,100

SAVE $500

With 6 Counter Stools

Elements “Nathan” 
High Top Dining Table

Regular $1,499

CLEARANCE $577 SAVE $922

Spring Air “Joyous” 
Plush or Firm King Set

Regular $1,499

CLEARANCE $888 SAVE $611

Nectar “Classic 3.0” 
Cool Memory Foam Mattress

Full Size Regular $899

King Size Regular $1,199

CLEARANCE $399

CLEARANCE $599

SAVE $500

SAVE $600

La-Z-Boy “Soren” Manual 
Recline Loveseat with Console

Regular $2,199

CLEARANCE $977 SAVE $1,222

Liberty “Haven Hall” 
Five Drawer Chest

Regular $999

CLEARANCE $488 SAVE $511

Two Sided Perfect Sleeper Queen Set
Serta “Presidential Suite” Firm

Regular $1,499

CLEARANCE $699 SAVE $800

Corsica “Bridger” Twin Bedding Set
Regular $599

CLEARANCE $199 SAVE $400

IMMEDIATE 
INVENTORY

REDUCTION 

SALE

We have counted it all for year end 

inventory and WOW it took forever this year 

because we have too much! So for the next 

14 business days take advantage of huge 

savings on select merchandise throughout 

our massive 44,000 sq. ft. showroom. Select 

Savings in every department, appliances, 

bedding, flooring and furniture.

Hundreds of Clearance items clearly 
marked for tremendous savings - some are 
factory closouts, some discontinued items 
by us, some scratch and dent all at bargain 
prices. Clearance items are sold as is.

Now Thru January 31st

Here are just a few examples
Hurry quantities are limited!SA

LE

Purchase these great clearance items with 12 month interest free financing when you use Tri-County Credit Card with approved credit

The most comfortable name in home furnishings.

131 N Maple Ave., Covington, VA
Mon.-Fri. 9:30am - 5:30pm | Sat. 9:30am - 3:00pm

540-962-5137│shoptricountyfurniture.com

Morris Sofa Power Leather Rocker Recliner


